This  is  a  digital  copy  of  a  book  that  was  preserved  for  generations  on  library  shelves  before  it  was  carefully  scanned  by  Google  as  part  of  a  project 
to  make  the  world's  books  discoverable  online. 

It  has  survived  long  enough  for  the  copyright  to  expire  and  the  book  to  enter  the  public  domain.  A  public  domain  book  is  one  that  was  never  subject 
to  copyright  or  whose  legal  copyright  term  has  expired.  Whether  a  book  is  in  the  public  domain  may  vary  country  to  country.  Public  domain  books 
are  our  gateways  to  the  past,  representing  a  wealth  of  history,  culture  and  knowledge  that's  often  difficult  to  discover. 

Marks,  notations  and  other  marginalia  present  in  the  original  volume  will  appear  in  this  file  -  a  reminder  of  this  book's  long  journey  from  the 
publisher  to  a  library  and  finally  to  you. 

Usage  guidelines 

Google  is  proud  to  partner  with  libraries  to  digitize  public  domain  materials  and  make  them  widely  accessible.  Public  domain  books  belong  to  the 
public  and  we  are  merely  their  custodians.  Nevertheless,  this  work  is  expensive,  so  in  order  to  keep  providing  this  resource,  we  have  taken  steps  to 
prevent  abuse  by  commercial  parties,  including  placing  technical  restrictions  on  automated  querying. 

We  also  ask  that  you: 

+  Make  non-commercial  use  of  the  files  We  designed  Google  Book  Search  for  use  by  individuals,  and  we  request  that  you  use  these  files  for 
personal,  non-commercial  purposes. 

+  Refrain  from  automated  querying  Do  not  send  automated  queries  of  any  sort  to  Google's  system:  If  you  are  conducting  research  on  machine 
translation,  optical  character  recognition  or  other  areas  where  access  to  a  large  amount  of  text  is  helpful,  please  contact  us.  We  encourage  the 
use  of  public  domain  materials  for  these  purposes  and  may  be  able  to  help. 

+  Maintain  attribution  The  Google  "watermark"  you  see  on  each  file  is  essential  for  informing  people  about  this  project  and  helping  them  find 
additional  materials  through  Google  Book  Search.  Please  do  not  remove  it. 

+  Keep  it  legal  Whatever  your  use,  remember  that  you  are  responsible  for  ensuring  that  what  you  are  doing  is  legal.  Do  not  assume  that  just 
because  we  believe  a  book  is  in  the  public  domain  for  users  in  the  United  States,  that  the  work  is  also  in  the  public  domain  for  users  in  other 
countries.  Whether  a  book  is  still  in  copyright  varies  from  country  to  country,  and  we  can't  offer  guidance  on  whether  any  specific  use  of 
any  specific  book  is  allowed.  Please  do  not  assume  that  a  book's  appearance  in  Google  Book  Search  means  it  can  be  used  in  any  manner 
anywhere  in  the  world.  Copyright  infringement  liability  can  be  quite  severe. 

About  Google  Book  Search 

Google's  mission  is  to  organize  the  world's  information  and  to  make  it  universally  accessible  and  useful.  Google  Book  Search  helps  readers 
discover  the  world's  books  while  helping  authors  and  publishers  reach  new  audiences.  You  can  search  through  the  full  text  of  this  book  on  the  web 


at|http  :  //books  .  google  .  com/ 


*♦• 


p 


THE 


PARLIAMENTARY  DEBATES 

(AUTHORISED  EDITION), 

FOURTH      SERIES 

THIRD   SESSION    OF   THE   TWENTY-EIGHTH    PARLIAMENT 

OF  THE 

UNITED  KINGDOM  OF  GREAT  BRITAIN  AND  IRELAND 


8  EDWARD  VII. 


VOLUME    CLXXXVI. 


COMPRISING    PERIOD  FROM    FRIDAY,   THIRTEENTH    DAY  OF    MARCH, 
1908,  TO  FRIDAY,  TWENTY-SEVENTH  DAY  OF  MARCH,  1908. 


FOURTH    VOLUME    OF    SESSION. 

1908. 


TED   AND    PUBLISHED, 

WITH   BIS   MAJESTY'S    STATIONEEV  OFFICE 
BY 

TED,  FETTER  LANE,  LONDON. 
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THE  PARLIAMENTARY  HISTORY  contains  all  that  can  be  collected  of  the  Legislative 
History  of  this  country  from  the  Conquest  to  the  close  of  the  XVIIIth  Century  (1803),  36  vols. 
The  chief  sources  whence  these  Debates  are  derived  are  the  Constitutional  History,  24  vols. ; 
Sir  Simonds  D' Ewes'  Journal ;  Debates  of  the  Commons  in  1620  and  1621 ;  Chandler  and 
Timberland's  Debates,  22  vols. ;  Grey's  Debates  of  the  Commons,  from  1667  to  1694, 10  vols. ; 
Alnion's  Debates,  24  vols. ;  Debrett^s  Debates,  63  vols. ;  The  Hardwicke  Papers ;  Debates  in 
Parliament  by  Dr.  Johnson,  &c.,  &c. 

THE  PARLIAMENTARY  DEBATES  commence  with  the  year  1803,  and  the  contents  are 
set  forth  in  the  following  Chronological  Table : — 


HISTORY. 

CX)NQnE8T  to  34  GEO.  IL-1066to  1760. 

Vol.  1  to  15,  1  Will.  I.  to  34  Geo.  II. 
1066-1760 

REIGN  OF  GEORGE  IIL-1760  to  1820. 

Vol.  15  to  35,  1  Geo.  III.  to  40  Geo.  IIL 
1760-1800 

(First  Parliament.) 

Vol.  35    41  Geo.  Ill 1801 

—    36    42        —       1802 


(Second  Parliament.) 
VoL  36    42  Geo.  Ill 18023 

DEBATES.  I 

Pint  SeHcM. 
*   ^BOOND  Paruamknt — continued,) 

Vol    1    &    2.. .44  Geo.  Ill 18034 

3  to    5. .-45         —       1805 

i   &    7. -.46         —       1806 

(Third  Pabuament.) 

9..-47    Geo.  Ill 1806-7 

Parlument.) 

HI 1807-8 

....    1809 

.    1810 

10-11 

"812 


(Fifth  Parliament.) 

Vol.  24  to  26. ..53  Geo.  III.  ...   1812-13 

—  27  &  28. ..54         —       ...   1813-14 
—-    29  to  31. ..55         —       ...   1814-15 

—  32  — 34.. .56         —       1816 

i—    35  &  36.. .57         —       1817 

I   ^    37  — 38.. .58         —      1818 

(Sixth  Parliament.) 

Vol.  39  &  40.. .59  Geo.  Ill 1819 

—    41    60         —       ...   1819-20 


Second  SericM, 

I 

REIGN  OP  GEORGE  IV. -1820  to  1830. 

(Seventh  Parliament.) 
Geo.  IV.  ... 


Vol. 


1  to 
4  & 
6  — 

8  — 


3... 
5... 
7... 

9... 


10  —  11... 
12  —  13... 
14  —  15... 


(Eighth  Parliament.) 

Vol.  16  7  Geo.  IV 

I  —  17  8    —   .... 

I  —  18  &  19...  9    —   .... 

'  —  20—  21. ..10    -^ 

I  —  22  to  25. ..11    —   ... 


1820 
1821 
1822 
1823 
1824 
1825-6 
1826 


1826 
1827 
1828 
1829 
1830 
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Third  SericM. 
RBION  OP  WILLIAM  IV.-1830  to  1837. 

(Ninth  PAFiLiAMKisT.) 
Vol.    1    to    3...  1  Will.  IV 1830-1 

(Tenth  Parliament.) 

Vol.    4  to    8...  2  Will.  IV 1832 

—  9—  14...  3         —        1831 

(Eleventh  Parliament.) 

Vol.  15  to  20...  4  Will.  IV 1833 

—  21  —  25...  5         —       1834 

(Twelfth  Paruament.) 

Vol.  26  to  30...  6  Will.  IV 1835 

—  31—  35...  7         —       1836 

—  36—  38...  8         —       1837 

BBION  OP  VICTORIA-1837  to  1901. 

(Thirteenth  Parliament.) 

Vol.  39  to   44...  1  Victoria  1838 

—  45—  50...  2         —         1839 

—  51  —  55...  3        —         1840 

—  56—  58...  4         —  (a)  1841 

(Fourteenth  Parliament.) 

Vol.  59  4  Victoria  (b)  1841 

—  60  to  65...  5  —    1842 

—  66—  71  ..  6  -    1843 

_  72—  76...  7  —    1844 

—  77—  82..  S  —    1845 

_  83—  88...  9  —    1846 

—  89—  94.. .10  —  (a)  1847 

(Fifteenth  Paruament.) 

Vol.  95  10  Victoria  (b)  1847 

—  96  to  101. ..11    —    1848 

^   102— 107. ..12    —    1849 

—  108— 113.. .13    —    1850 

—  114— 118.. .14    —    1851 

—  119— 122.. .15    —     (a)  1852 

(Sixteenth  Parliament.) 

Vol.  123  15  Victoria  (b)  1852 

—  124  to  129.. .16    —    1853 

—  130— 135.. .17    —    1854 

—  136— 139.. .18    —    1855 

—  140— 143.. .19    —    1856 

—  U^  20    —  (a)  1857 


(Seventeenth  Parliament.) 
Vol  145  to  147... 20  Victoria     (b)  1857 


—  148—151. 

—  152—153. 


.21 
.22 


.1858 
(a)  1859 


(Eighteenth  Parliament.) 
V^ol.  154  to  155... 22  Victoria     (b)  1859 


—  156— 160.. .23 

—  161  —164.. .24 
i  —  165— 168.. .25 

—  169— 172.. .26 

—  173— 176. ..27 

—  177— 180.. .28 


.1860 
.1861 
.1862 
.186S 
.1864 
.1865 


(Nineteenth  Parliament.) 

Vol.  181  to  184. ..29  Victoria 186& 

—  185— 189. ..30        —         1867 

—  190— 193.. .31         —         ...  1867-& 

(Twentieth  Parliament.) 

Vol.  194  to  198.. .32  Victoria  ...  1868-^ 

—  199— 203. ..33        —         1870 

—  204— 208.. .34        —         1871 

—  209— 213.. .35        —         1872 

—  214— 217. ..36         —         1873 

(Twenty-First  Parliament.) 

Vol  218  to  221. ..37  Victoria    1874 

—  222— 226. ..38         —         1875 

227— 231. ..39         —         1876- 


232  —236... 40 
237— 242.. .41 
243  —249. ..42 
250  &  251.  ..43 


1877 

1878 

...  1878-9 
(a)  1880 


(Twenty-Second  Parliament.) 
Vol.  252  to  256... 43  Victoria     (b)  1880 


257  —265. ..44 
266  —273.. .45 
274  &  275.. .45 
276  to 283.. .46 
284  —292.. .47 
293— 301. ..48 


.1881 
1882 
(b)  1882 
...188a 
...1884 
1884-6> 


<?! 


(Twenty-Third  Parlliment.) 
Vol.  302  to  307... 49  Victoria     (a)  1886^ 


(Twenty-Fourth  Parlliment.) 


Vol. 


308  &  309 
310  to  321 
322  —332. ..51 
333— 340.. .52 
341  —348. ..53 
349— 356.. .54 


49  Victoria 
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Fourth  SericM.   . 

(Twenty-Fourth  Paruamknt — coni,) 
Vol.      1  to     6. ..55  Victoria  1892 

(TWKNTY-FOTH  PARUAMKNT.) 

Vol.     7 56  Victoria  1892 

—  8  to  21. ..57         —         ...  1893-4 

—  22—  29.. .57         —         1894 

_      30—  35.. .58        —         1895 

(TWKNTY-SlXTH  PARLIAMENT.) 

Vol.  36  59  Victoria  1895 

—  37  to  44.. .59  —  ...  1895-6 

—  45—  52.. .60  —  1897 

_  53—  65.. .61  —  1898 

—  66—  76.. .62  —  1899 

—  77  63  —  1899 

_  78—  83.. .63  —  1900 

—  84...  63  &  64  —  1900 

_  85—  87.. .64  —  1900 


(Twenty-Seventh  Parliament.) 


Vol.  88 


.64  Victoria     1900 


BEIGN  OF  EDWARD  VII. 


(Twenty-Seventh  Parliament — cont.) 
Vol.   89  1  Edward  VIL...1901 


90  to  100    1 

101  ...     life  2 

102  to  117  2 
118  to  128  3 
129  to  140  4 
141  to  151    5 


.1901 
...1902 
...1902 
...1903 
...1904 
...1906 


(Twenty-Eighth  Parliament.) 
Edward  VII 


Vol.  152  to  168 
Vol.  169  to  182 
VoL  183  to  186 


..1906 
..1907 
..1908 


HIS  MAJESTY'S  PRINCIPAL  OFFICERS 
OF  STATE,  Etc. 


SIR  HENRY  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN'S  FIRST  ADMINISTRATION, 

DECEMBER  1905. 


THE    CABINET. 

Prime  Minister  and  First  Lord  of  theTreasary Rt.  Hon.  Sir  H.  Campbkll-Bannerman,  M.P. 

Lord  President  of  the  Council Rt.  Hon.  the  Earl  of  Crewe. 

Lord  Chancellor Rt.  Hon.  Lord  LoRKBURN. 

Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer Rt.  Hon.  H.  H.  ASQUITH,  M.P. 

Secretaries  of  State 

Home  Department Rt.  Hon.  Herbert  J.  Gladstone,  M.P. 

Foreign  AflPairs Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Edward  Grey,  Bt.,  M.P. 

Colonial  Office Rt.  Hon.  Earl  of  Elgin. 

War  Office Rt.  Hon.  R.  B.  Haldane,  M.P. 

India  Office Rt.  Hon.  John  Morley,  M.P. 

First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty Rt.  Hon.  Lord  Tweedmouth. 

Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland Rt.  Hon.  A.  Birrkll,  M.P. 

Lord  Privy  Seal Most.  Hon.  Marquess  of  RiPON. 

President  of  the  Board  of  Education Rt.  Hon.  R.  MgKenna,  M.P. 

President  of  the  Board  of  Trade Rt.  Hon.  D.  Lloyd-George,  M.P. 

President  of  the  Local  Government  Board Rt.  Hon.  John  Burns,  M.P. 

President  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture Rt.  Hon.  Earl  Carrington. 

Postmaster-General Rt.  Hon.  Sydney  Buxton,  M.P. 

Chancellor  of  the  Duchy  of  Lancaster Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Henry  Fowler,  M.P. 

The  Secretary  for  Scotland Rt.  Hon.  J.  SINCLAIR,  M.P. 

The  First  Commissioner  of  Works— Rt.  Hon.  L.  Harcourt,  M.P. 

NOT    IN    THE    CABINET. 

Dnder  Secretary  of  State,  Foreign  Office Lord  FiTZMAURICE. 

Under  Secretary  of  State,  Home  Office Herbert  Samuel,  Esq.,  M.P. 

Under  Secretary  of  State,  Colonial  Office Rt.  Hon.  Winston  Churchill,  M.P. 

Under  Secretary  of  State,  India  Office C.  E.  Hobhouse,  Esq.,  M.P. 

Under  Secretary  of  State,  War  Office Rt.  Hon.  Earl  of  Portsmouth. 

Parliamentary  Secretary  to  the  Treasury George  Whiteley,  Esq.,  M.P. 

Parliamentary  Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Education Thomas  Lough,  Esq.,  M.P. 

Parliamentary  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty Rt.  Hon.  E.  Robertson,  M.P. 

Parliamentary  Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Trade H.  £.  Kearley,  Esq.,  M.P. 

Parliamentary  Secretary  to  the  Local  Grovemment  Board Dr.  Macnamara,  M.P. 

Financial  Secretary  to  theTreasary Walter  Rungiman,  Esq.,  M.P. 

Financial  Secretary  to  the  War  Office T.  R.  Buchanan,  Esq.,  M.P. 

J.  A.  Pease,  Esq.,  M.P. 
Herbert  Lewis,  Esq.,  M.P. 
Captain  Cecil  Norton,  M.P. 
J.  H.  Whitley,  Esq.,  M.P. 
J.  M.  F.  Fuller,  Esq.,  M.P. 
[  Admiral  of  the  Fleet  Sir  JOHN  FiSHER. 
T  ^-j«  -.*  *u^  A  A^i^u^        J  Vice-Admiral  Sir  C.  C.  Drury. 

Lords  of  the  Admiralty <  Rear-Admiral  Sir  H.  B.  Jackson. 

I  Rear-Admiral  1^.  S.  Inglefield. 
'  Thk  Secretary  of  State  for  War  [in  the  Cabinet]. 
General  Hon.  Sir  N.  G.  Lyttelton  (Chief  of  the  General  Staff). 
General  C.  W.  H.  DOUGLAS  (Adjutant-General  to  the  Forces). 
General  Sir  W.  G.  Nicholson  (Quarter- Master-General  to  the  Forces). 
Major-General  C.  F.  Haddon  (Master-General  of  the  Ordnance). 
The  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War. 
The  Financial  Secretary  to  the  War  Office. 
Secretary.    The  Permanent  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
I        (Colonel  Sir  E.  W.  D.  Ward). 

The  Civil  Lord  of  the  Admiralty George  Lambert,  Esq.,  M.P. 

Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland Rt.  Hon.  the  Earl  of  Aberdeen. 

Vice-President  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture  and  Technical  Instruction  (Ireland)— ^T.  W. 
Russell,  Esq.,  M.P. 

The  Lord  Advocate Thomas  Shaw,  Esq.,  M.P. 

Attorney-General Sir  W.  S.  ROBSON,  M.F. 

Solicitor-General Sir  S.  T.  Evans,  M.P. 


Lords  of  the  Treasury 


Army  Council i 


LordB-in- Waiting ( 
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OTHER  OFFICERS  OF  STATK 

Paymaster-General R.  K.  Causton,  Esq.,  M.P. 

Lord  Steward Rt.  Hon.  Earl  Beauchamp. 

Comptroller  of  the  Household The  Master  of  Elibank,  M.P. 

Treasurer  of  the  Household Sir  Edward  Strachey,  Bt.,  M.P. 

Lord  Chamberlain Rt.  Hon.  Viscount  Althorp. 

Vice-Chamberlain J.  M.  F.  FULLER,  Esq.,  M.P. 

Master  of  the  Horse Rt  Hon.  Earl  of  Granard. 

Captain  Yeoman  of  the  Guard His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Manghestrb. 

Earl  Granville. 

Lord  Hamilton  of  Dalzell. 

Lord  Acton. 

Lord  COLEBROOKE. 
Lord  SUFFIELD. 

Lord  Herscuell. 
LLord  Farquhar. 
Judge  Advocate-General T.  Milvain,  E^q.,  K.C. 

SCOTLAND. 

Secretary  for  Scotland  and  Keeper  of  the  Great  Seal Rt.  Hon.  JOHN  SINCLAIR. 

Lord  Hiffh  Constable Earl  ot  Errol. 

Lord  Pnvy  Seal Marquess  of  Breadalbane,  K.G. 

Master  of  the  Household Duke  of  Argyll,  K.T. 

Lord  High  Commissioner ^Lord  Kinnaird. 

Lord  Clerk  Register— —His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Montrose,  K.T. 

Lord  Justice  General Rt.  Hon.  Lord  Dunedin. 

Lord  Advocate Rt.  Hon.  Thomas  Shaw,  K.C. 

Lord  Justice  Clerk Rt.  Hon.  Lord  Ejmsbuboh,  C.B. 

Solicitor-General ALEXANDER  Ure,  Esq.,  K.C. 

Register  General  and  Deputy  Keeper  Great  Seal^Sir  STAIR  AONEW,  K.C.B. 
Commanding  Forces ^Lt.-Gen.  E.  P.  Leach,  C.B.,  C.V.O. 

IRELAND 

Lord -Lieutenant Earl  of  ABERDEEN,  G.C.M.G. 

Chief  Secretary  and  Keeper  of  Privy  Seal Rt.  Hon.  A.  Birrell,  M.P. 

Undersecretary Rt.  Hon.  Sir  A.  Macdonnell,  G.  C.S.I. ,  K.  C.V.O. 

Private  Secretaries Lord  Herschell  and  Walter  Callan,  Esq. 

State  Steward  and  Chamberlain The  Earl  of  Liverpool. 

Controller Lord  Pirrir. 

Lord  Chancellor Lord  Justice  WALKER. 

Attorney-General Rt.  Hon.  R.  R.  CHERRY,  K.C.,  M.P. 

Solicitor-General Redmond  Barry,  Esq.,  K.C.,  M.P. 

Commanding  the  Forces Gen.  Lord  Grenfell,  G.C.B.,  G.C.M.G. 


PRINCIPAL  OFFICERS  OF  THE  HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

("Amirma^n  of  Committee* Rt.  Hon-  Earl  of  On8I>ow,  P.C. 

Clerk  of  ParliameDUi Sir  Henbt  J.  L.  Graham,  K.C.B. 

Deputy  Clerk  of  ParllamenU  (Clerk  Assuitaiit) Hon.  K  P.  Thxsigkr,  C.B. 

Heading-Clerk  and  Clerk  of  Outdoor  Committees Edwasd  Hall  Aldkrsok,  Esq. 

^^unselto  the  Chairman  of  Committees Albert  Grat,  Esq.,  K.C. 

Chief  Clerk  and  Clerk  of  Public  Bills A.  Harrison,  E^. 

8«Dior  Clerks 

Clerk  of  the  Journals W.  A.  Leigh,  Esq. 

Principal  Clerk  of  Private  Committees- J.  F.  8tmon8  Jeukx,  Esq. 

Principal    Clerk,    Judicial    Department,    and    Taxing    Officer  of  Jndidal   Costs J-    F. 

Skene,  Esq. 

W,  H.  Hamilton  Gordon,  Esq. 

Peers*  Printed  Pajier  Office — -C.  L.  Anstruther,  Esq. 
Other  Clerks Hon.   A.  McDonnell  ;   A.  H.  Robinson,   Esq.   (Clerk  of  Private  Bills  and 

Taxing  Officer  of  Private  Bill  CosU) ;   H.  P.  St.  John,  Esq. ;  V.  M.  Biddulph,  Esq.  ; 

Hon.  E.  A.  Htonor  ;   H.  J.  F.  Badelet,  Esq. ;  C.  Headi^m,  Eisq.  ;  J.  B.  Hotham,  Esq.  ; 

K.  C.  Vl(iOR«,  Esq.  ;  G.  D.  Luard,  Esq.  ;  and  G.  Pboby,  Esq. 

Receiver  of  Fees  and  Accountant T.  Ambrey  Court,  Esq. 

Copyists Mr.  H.  P.  Nouris  and  Mr.  R.  A.  Court. 

Messengers Messrs.  C.  K.  Chizlett,  J.  W.  F.  Locke,  J.  McMillan,  G.  Bennett,  G.  T.  Philip, 

W.  8.  Wright,  A.  J.  Vaughan. 

Librarian Ei^mund  Gobmu:,  Esq.,  LL.D. 

Aasistant  Librarian A.  H.  M.  Butleb,  Esq. 

Attendant Mr.  A.  N.  Htoll. 

KzaminerH  for  Htanding  Orders C.  W.  Campion,  Esq. ;  J.  F.  Symons  Jeunb,  Esq.  ;  Clerk 

•^^^.•F   C^   Rram^itki  i    Fsn 

Gentleman  Usher  of  the  BlaokRod Admiral  Sir  H.  F.  STEPHENSON,  G.C.  V.O.,  K.C.B. 

Yeoman  Usher Captain  T.  D.  Butler,  M.V.O. 
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wasting  the  resources  of  the  nation,  would  throw  out  of  work  more 
persons  than  it  could  assist  and  would  destroy  the  power  of  organised 
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Adjourned  at  twenty-one  minutes  after  Five  o'clock  till  Monday 
next. 

HOUSE  OF  LORDS:  MONDAY,  16th  MARCH,  1908. 

PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 
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On  Question,  Bill  read  1%  and  to  be  printed  [No.  28 J. 
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House  in  Committee  (according  to  Order). 
[The  Earl  of  Onslow  in  the  Chair.] 
Clause  1  agreed  to. 
Clause  2  : 

Lord  Eversley         103 

Amendment  moved — 
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Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Lord  Caurtnei/ of  Penwith 108 

Amendment  moved — 
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On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 
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Motion,  by  leave  of  the  House,  withdrawn. 

House  adjourned  at  Eight  o'clock  till  To-morrow,  half -past  Ten  . 
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HOUSE  OF  COMMONS :    MONDAY,  16th  MARCH,  1908. 
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New  Writ. — New  Writ  for  the  Borough  of  Camber  well  (Peckham  Division), 
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(Board  of  Education  and  Fisheries),  be  reduced  by  £1,000."— (ifr. 
Chaplin). 

Mr.  Courthope  {Sussex^  Bye)          ..-.         223 

Mr,  J,  A,  Fease  {Essex,  Saffron,  Walden) 229 

Mr,  Courtney  Wai-ner  {Staffordshire,  Lichjudd)    ...         236 

Colonel  Kenyon-Slaney  {Shropshire,  Newport)       ...         238 

Mr,  Bowerman  {Deptford)             241 

Mr.  Abel  Smith  {Hertfordshire,  Hertford)            ..  243 

Mr,  Evercott  {Suffolk,  Woodbridge)            244 

Mr.  J.  F.  Mason  {Windsor)          246 

Mr.  Watt  {Glasgow,  College)         248 

Mr.  George  Faber  {York) 249 

Mr.  Summerbell  {Sunderland)       . .          250 

Sir  F,  Banbury  {City  of  London) 252 

^tV  W.  J.  Collim  {St.  Fancraa,  W.)          254 

Mr.  J.  A,  Pease     255 

Mr.  Chaplin           259 

Mr.  T.  L.  Corbett  {Doum,  N.)        261 

Colonel  Walker  {Lancashire,  Widnes)        262 

Mr.  O'Sliaughnessy  {Limerick,  W,)            ...  263 

Mr.  Lawrence  Hardy  {Kent,  Ashford)       264 

Mr.  Power  {Waterford,  E,)           266 

Mr.  J.  A.  Fease     26T 

Mr.  Bridgeman  {Shropshire,  Oswestry)      269 

Mr.  Courtney  Warner        270 

Mr.  Barrie  {Londonderry,  N.)        270 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided  ;  Ayes,  87  ;  Noes,  207.     (Division  List  No.  42.) 

Original  Question  again  proposed. 

Sir  Berkeley  Sheffield  {Lincolnshire,  Brigg)  273 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed  "  That  Item  Class  II.,  Vote  11  (Board 
of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries)  be  reduced  by  £100." — {Sir  Berkeley 
Sheffield.) 

The  First  Commissioner  of  Works  {Mr.  Harcourt,  Lancashire,  Bossendak) 

Mr.  Chaplin 

Mr.  Rogers  {Wiltshire,  Devizes) 
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Mr.  mnfrey(N<>rm,  S.W.)        285 

Mr.  Hi(^  jBeach  (OUmceeterahire^  Tewkesbury)     287 

Mr.Harcaurt         288 

Sir  F,  Banbury       290 

Mr.  Bridgeman      294 

Mr.  T.  L.  Corbett 295 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided  : — Ayes,  47  ;  Noes,  167.     (Division  List  No.  43.) 

Original  Question  again  proposed. 

Mr.  Samuel  Roberts  {Sheffield,  EcclesalJ) 299 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed — "  That  Item  Bevenue  Departments, 
Vote  3,  be  reduced  by  £100."— (i/r.  Samuel  Boberts.) 

Mr.  Stanley  Wilsm  ( Yorkshire,  E,R.,  Holdemess)  302 

The  Postmaster-General  {Mr.  Sydney  Baxton,  Tower  Hamlets,  Poplar)    ...  304 

Mr.  Stuart  Wartley  {Sheffield,  Hallam) 311 

Mr.  Maddieon  {Burnley)    ...         ...  ...         ...         ...         ...  313 

Earl  Winterton  {Sussex,  Horsham)  314 

Mr.  Brodie  {Surrey,  Reigate)         315 

Mr.  Jesse  Collings  {Birmingham,  Bordesley)         ...         ...         316 

Mr,  Sydney  Brixton  ...         ...  ...  318 

Mr.  Stanley  Wilson  319 

Sir  Henry  Craik  {Glasgow  and  Aberdeen  Universities)    ...  ...         ...  320 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided  : — Ayes,  63  ;  Noes,  206.    (Division  List,  No.  44.) 

The  Original  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Resolution  to  be  reported  To-morrow  ;  Committee  to  sit  again  To-morrow. 

Local  Authorities  (Admission  of  the  Press)  BilL— Order  read,  for  resuming 
adjourned  debate  on  Question  [10th  March],  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a 
second  time." 

Question  again  proposed. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  committed  to  a  Standing  Committee. 

Adjourned  at  ten  minutes  after  Eleven  o'clock. 
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proposed  by  the  Committee  of  Selection      325 

Clyde  Navigation  (Superannuation)  Order  Confirmation  Bill  [h.l.].~ 

Commons  Amendments  considered  (according  to  order),  and  agreed  to    ...     325 

RETURNS,  DRTS,   &c. 

Board  of  Bdu  -  ool       shes" 

as  defined  d  and 

Walee)B|  ...    325 


1 


xxii  TABLE    OF    CONTENTS. 

Man-.  17.1  ^age 

India  (Land  Revenue). — Land  revenue  assessments  in  the  Punjab  since  1855. 

Presented  (by  Command),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table      325 

County  Courts. — Rules,  1908;  Memorandum  respecting         325 
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Table      325 

Isle  of  Vatersay. — ^Return  of  correspondence. 
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Sunday  Closing  (Shops)  Bill  [h.l.]  [Second  Reading.] — Order  of  the  Day 
for  the  Second  Reading  read. 

Lord  Avehury         •..         ...  ...  326 

Moved,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2\''—{Lord  Avehwy,) 
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The  Duke  of  Northumberland         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...  ...  340 
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On  Question,  agreed  to.    Bill  read  2*  accordingly,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House  on  Thursday,  the  26th  instant. 

Agricultural  Holdings  Bill  [h.l.]  [Second  Reading]. — Order  of  the  Day  for 
the  Second  Reading,  read. 

The  President  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  {Earl  Carrington)     342 

Moved,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2»."--  (Earl  Carrington) 

The  Earl  of  Onslow 343 

On  Question,  agreed  to.     Bill  read  2*  accordingly,  and  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House. 

Small  Holdings  and  Allotments  Bill  [h.l.]  [Second  Reading].— Order  of 
the  Day  for  the  Second  Reading  read. 

Earl  Carrington 344 
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On  Question,  agreed  to.      Bill  read  2^  accordingly  and  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House. 

Motor  Car  Legislation. 

Lord  Montagu  of  Beaulieu  345 

Lord  Allendale       349 

The  Marquess  of  Londonderry        353 

The  Undei'-Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  (Lard  Fitzmaurice)     ...  355 

Lord  Montagu  o/ Beaulieu  359 

Lord  Allendale      360 

Indian  Governors,  and  Leave  of  Absence. 

Lord  LanUngton 360 

FiscowfU  Cross       365 
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House  adjourned  at  a  quarter  before  Eight  o'clock  till  To  morrow, 
a  quarter  past  Four  o'clock. 
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favour;  to  lie  upon  the  Table 393 
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upon  the  table 393 
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tary Schools  in  single  school  parishes  as  defined  in  Section  3  (6)  of  the 
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Mr,  Chaplin  {Swrrey,  TflmbUdan) 

Mr.  Harrourt 

Kesolution  agreed  to. 

Third  Re.^lutioii — (£20  (Supplementarv),  the  Mint,  including  Coinage) — 
considered. 

Sir  F,  Banhury      ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...      449 

Mr.  Anden  Chamb^lain    ...  ...         ...  ..  ...         ...  ...      449 

Th^  Financial  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  {Mr.  RuAciman,  Detcdnry)       ...      450 

Resolution  agreed  to. 

Fourth  Resolution — Class  III.,  £1,870,  Public  Trustee — considered. 

Sir  F.  Bnnhfkry      ..  451 

The  Attr/mey-General  (Sir  JF.  Robi&n,  South  Shields)      452 

Mr.  John  Ward  {Stoke^mrTreid) 453 

Mr.  George  Faher  ( Yorkshire)        ...         ...          ...  454 

Mr.  Fell  (Great  Yarmouth)            455 

SirJF.Bobson        456 

Resolution  agreed  to. 

Fifth  Resolution — ^£327,  Treasury  Chest  Bond — considered. 

Sir  F.  Banbury      ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...  ...     456 

Mr.  Bunciman        ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...  ...     457 

Resolution  agreed  to. 

Supply  [11th  February]  Report. 
Resolution  reported. 

Civil  Services  and  Revenue  Departments  (Supplementary)  Estimates, 
1907-8. 

Class   III. 

"  That  a  Supplementary  sum,  not  exceeding  £2,500,  be  granted  to  His 
Majesty,  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come  in  course  of  payment 
during  the  year  ending  on  the  3l8t  day  of  March,  1908,  for  Criminal 
Prosecutions  and  other  Law  Charges  in  Ireland." 

Resolution  read  a  second  time. 

Captain  Craig        ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...     457 

Mr.  T.  L.  Gorhett 46S 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  To  leave  out  '  £2,500,'  and  insert  *  £2,400.'— (Ca^toiw  Craig.)— 
instead  thereof." 

Question  proposed,  "  That  *  £2,500  '  stand  part*of  the  said  Resolution." 

Mr.  Tomkimon  (Cheshire,  Crewe) 

Mr,  Barric  (Londonderry,  N.) 

The  Attorney-General  for  Ireland  (Mr.  Cherry,  Liverpool, 

Lord  li.  Cecil  (Marylebone,  E.)      

Mr.  Stanley  Jrihon  

Mr.  Birrell 

Mr,  Stuart  JVorUey  (Sheffield,  Hallam) 

Mr.  Byles  (Siil/ord,  N.) 

Sir  F,  Barumry      

Question  put. 

The  House  divided  :— Ayes,  216  ;  Noes,  49.    (Division  List  No.  45.) 

Resolution  agreed  to. 
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London  Electric  Supply  Bill  [Lords]. — Motion  made  and  Question  ''  That 
the  Lords  Message  [5th  March],  *  That  it  is  desirable  that  the  London  and 
District  Electricity  Supply  Bill  [Lords],  the  London  Electric  Supply  Bill 
[Lords],  and  the  London  (Westminster  and  Kensington)  Electric  Supply 
Companies  Bill  [Lords]  be  referred  to  a  Joint  Committee  of  both  Houses  of 
Parliament,'  be  now  considered  "  (by  Order). — (7%^  Chairman  of  Ways  and 
Means) — put  and  agreed  to. 

The  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  {Mr.   Lloyd-George,   Carnarvon 

Boroughs)        489 

Motion  made,  and  Question,  **  That  this  House  doth  disagree  with  the  Lords 
in  the  said  Resolution." — {Mr.  Lloyd-George) —put,  and  agreed  to. 

Message  to  the  Lords  to  acquaint  them  therewith. 

Adjournment. 

Mr.  Morton  {Sutherland) 491 

Question,  "That  this  House  do  now  adjourn." — {Mr.  Joseph  Pease) — put, 
and  agreed  to. 

Adjourned  accordingly  at  twenty-five  minutes  after  Eight  o'clock. 
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ways Bill  (Petition  for  Bill) — Examiner's  Certificates  of  non-compliance 
with  the  Standing  Orders  referred  to  the  Standing  Orders  Committee  on 
Wednesday  next  493 

Norwich  Union  Fire  Insurance  Society  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Interoceanic  Railway 
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ments      493 
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2»,  and  committed.  The  Committee  to  be  proposed  by  the  Committee  of 
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Supply  Bill  [hl.]  ;  London  (Westminster  and  Kensington)  Electric  Supply 
Companies  Bill  [H.L.] — Message  from  the  Commons  that  they  disagree 
with  this  House  in  the  Resolution  communicated  to  them  on  the  5th  instant, 
viz. : — "  That  it  is  desirable  that  the  said  Bills  be  referred  to  a  Joint  Com- 
mittee of  both  Houses  of  Parliament  "  493 

RETURNS,    REPORTS,   &c. 

Colonies. — The  Proceedings  of  11th  August,  1905,  relating  to  a  presentation 
of  a  Return  of  the  cost  of  the  several  Colonies,  Protectorates,  and  Depen- 
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of  Session  1881  ;  and  also  their  population,  and  the  annual  value  of  their 
trade  with  the  United  Kingdom,  so  far  as  it  can  be  given,  for  the  latest 
year  for  which  figures  are  available.     Ordered  to  be  vacated. 
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ELECTION  (Standing  Committees),  Etc.— Sir  William  Brampton  Gurdon 
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Bill  to  be  taken  into  consideration  upon  Monday  next. 
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Business  is  postponed  this  day,  be  resumed  and  proceeded  with,  though 
opposed,  after  tne  interruption  of  the  Business." — (Mr.  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,) 

The  House  divided :  Ayes,  302 ;  Noes,  75.     (Division  List  No.  46)  ...     594 

Supply  [16™  March]  Report. 
Resolution  reported : 

Civil  Service  and  Revenue  Departments  Estimates,  1908-9. 
(Vote  on  Account.) 

<<  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £21,805,000,  be  granted  to  His  Majesty,  on 
account,  for  or  towards  defraying  the  Charges  for  the  Civil  Services 
and  Revenue  Departments  for  me  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of 
March,  1909. 

Resolution  read  a  second  time. 

Mr,  Billon  {Mayo,  E,)      601 

Mr,  Thomas  O'Donnell  {Kerry,  JV.)  ...         617 

Amendment  proposed — 

"To  leave  out  * £21,805,000,' and  insert « £21,804,900 '  "—(^r. 
Dillon) — instead  thereof. 

Question  proposed— "  That  '£21,805,000*  stand  part  of  the  said 
Resolution." 

Mr,  John  Redmond  {WaUrford) 624 

The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  {Mr.  Birrell,  Bristol,  N.)  629 

Mr.  Walter  Long  {Dublin,  S.)       637 

Mr,  Annan  Bryce  {Inverness  Burghs)       640 

Mr,  Hayden  {Hoscommon,  S,)        640 

Mr,  Gooch  {Bath) 646 

Mr,  Barrie  {Londonderry,  N.)       648 

Mr,  Hugh  Law  {Donegal,  W.)       650 

Mr,  Carlisle  {Hertfordshire,  St.  Albans) 652 

Mr.  Conor  &  Kelly  {Mayo,  N.)      653 

Captain  Craig  (Down,  E,) 654 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn 

Mr,  Claude  Hay  (Shoreditch,  Hoxton)        656 

The  Postmaster-General  (Mr,  tiydney  Buxton,  Tower  Hamlets,  Poplar)    ...  661 

Mr.  Guinness  (Bury  SU  Edmunds)           664 

Sir  F,  Banbury  (City  of  London) 665 

Resolution  agreed  to. 

Eight  Hours  Working  Day. 

Mr.  Clynes  (Manchester,  N,E,)      666 

Mr.  Kelly  {Manchester,  S.W.)       675 
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Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  *<  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  House, 
time  has  arived  when,  in  the  interests  of  the  workers  generally,  and  in 
view  of  the  present  large  number  of  unemployed,  the  working  day  in 
all  trades  and  industries  should  be  limited  by  law  to  a  maximum  of 
eight  hours." — Mr.  Clynes,) 

Mr,  Mrnid  (Chester)  681 

Mr,  }F,  H,  Lever  {Cheshirs,  JFirral)         684 

Mr.  Macpherson  {Preston) 687 

Mr.  Harold  Cox  (Prestm) 689 

Mr.  Nicholls  {Northamptonshire,  N.)         692 

Mr.  H.  J.  Wilson  {Yorkshire,  JF.R.,  Holm  firth) 693 

The  Under-Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Department  {Mr.  Herbert 

Samuel,  Yorkshire,  Cleveland)  694 

Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour  {City  of  London)  702 

Mr.  Arthur  Henderson  {Durham^  Barnard  Castle)  ...  705 

Sir  F.  Banhury  {City  of  London) 707 

Mr.  Lupton  {Lincolnshire,  Sleaford)         707 

And  it  being  Eleven  of  the  Clock,  the  debate  stood  adjourned. 

Debate  to  be  resumed  upon  Monday  next. 

>UPPLY  [20th  February]  Report. 

Resolutions  reported. 

;iviL  Services  and  Revenue  Departments  (Supplementary)  Estimates, 
Revenue  1907-8  Departments. 

1.  "That  a  supplementary  sura,  not  exceeding  £260,000,  be  granted  to  His 

Majesty,  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come  in  course  of  payment 
during  the  year  endinsj  on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1908,  for  the  Salaries 
and  Expenses  of  the  Post  Office,  including  Telegraphs." 

Class  III. 

2.  **  That  a  Supplementary  sum,  not  exceeding  £5,000,  be  granted  to  His 

Majesty,  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come  in  course  of  payment 
daring  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1908,  for  the  Expenses 
of  the  Royal  Irish  Constabulary." 

Class  IV. 

3.  "  That  a  Supplementary  sum,  not  exceeding  £6,000,  be  granted  to  His 

Majesty,  to  defray  the  charge  which  will  come  in  course  of  payment 
during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1908,  for  the 
Expenses  of  the  Board  of  Education,  including  a  Grant  in  Aid  of  the 
Imperial  College  of  Science  and  Technology." 

First  Resolution  read  a  second  time 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  this  House  doth  agree  with 
the  Committee  in  the  said  Resolution." 

Mr,  Claude  Hay 709 

Sir  F.  Banhury       709 

Mr.  T.  L.  Corhett 711 

Mr.  Sydney  BuxUm 712 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 
Second  Resolution  read  a  second  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "That  the  House  do  agieo  with  the 
Committee  in  the  said  Resolution." 

Mr.  Barrie  {Lmlonderry,  N.)        713 

Mr.  Birrell 714 
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Sir  F.Banbury      715 

Mr.ClaudeHay 716 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Third  Eesolution  read  a  second  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  the  House  doth  agree  with 
the  Committee  in  the  said  Kesolution." 

Sir  JFilliam  Anson  (Oxford  University) 717 

The  Parliameniary  Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Education  (Mr.   Lough, 

Islington,  IF.) 719 

Sir  Henry  Craik  {Glasgow  and  Aberdeen  Universities) 733 

Mr.  Lane  Fox  {Yorkshire,  W.R.,  Barkston  Ash)  724 

Mr.ClaudeHay 724 

Mr.Carlile  725 

Sir  F.Banbury       726 

Mr.  Bridgeman  {Shropshire,  Oswestry)      727 

Mr.  William  Rutherford  {Liverpool,  West  Derby) 727 

Mr.  Lough  rose  in  his  place,  and  claimed  to  move,  "  That  the  Question  be 
now  put." 

Question  put,  "That  the  Question  be  now  put." 

The  House  divided  : — Ayes,  161 ;  Noes,  23.     (Division  List,  No.  47.) 

Question  put  accordingly,  "  That  this  House  doth  agree  with  the  Committee 
in  the  said  Resolution." 

The  House  divided  : — Ayes,  161 ;  Noes,  22.     (Division  List,  No.  48.) 

Supply  [10th  March]  Report. 

Resolutions  reported : 
Navy  Estimates,  1908-9. 

1.  "That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £7,129,700,  be  granted  to  His  Majesty  to 

defray  the  Expenses  of  Wages,  etc.,  to  Officers,  Seamen  a  ad  Boys, 
Coast  Guard,  and  Royal  Marines,  which  will  come  in  course  of  payment 
during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March  1909." 

2.  "  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £2,306,700,  be  granted  to  His  Majesty  to 

defray  the  Expense  of  Works,  Buildings,  and  Repairs  at  Home  and 
Abroad,  including  the  cost  of  Superintendence,  Purchase  of  Sites, 
Grants  in-Aid,  and  other  Charges  ci>nnected  therewith,  which  will  come 
in  course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March 
1909." 

First  Resolution. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  *<  That  this  House  doth  agree  with 
the  Committee  in  the  said  Resolution." 

Motion  made,  and  Question,  **  That  the  debate  be  now  adjourned." — {Mr. 
Whiteley) — put,  and  agreed  to. 

Debate  to  be  resumed  this  day. 

Second  Resolution  to  be  considered  to-morrow         731 

Ways  and  Means  [17th  March]  Report. 
Resolutions  reported : 

1.  "  That,  towards  making  good  the  Supply  granted  to  His  Majesty  for  the 

service  of  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March  1908,  the  sum  of 
£375,817,  be  granted  out  of  the  Consolidated  Fund  of  the  United 
Kingdom." 

2.  "  That,  towards  making  good  the  Supply  granted  to  His  Majesty  for  the 

service  of  the  year  ending  on  the  31  st  day  of  March  1909,  the  sum  of 
£44,355,400,  be  granted  out  of  the  Consolidated  Fund  of  the  United 
Kingdom." 
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First  Resolation  agreed  to. 

Bill  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  the  Chairman  of  Ways  and  Means,  Mr. 

Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  and  Mr.  Eunciman. 

Second  Resolution  to  be  considered  this  day 732 

Whereupon  Mr.  Speaker  adjourned  the  House  without  Question  put,  pur- 
suant to  the  Standing  Order. 

Adjourned  at  twenty-one  minutes  before  One  o'clock. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS:    THURSDAY,  19th  MARCH,  1908. 

PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

Wath-npon-Deame  Urban  District  Council  District  Oas  Bill  [h.l.].— 

Petition  for  additional  provision  read,  and  referred  to  the  Examiners      ...     733 

South  Wales  Electrical  Power  Distribution  Bill  [H.L.].^Metropolitan 
Electric  Tramways  Bill  [h.l.]. — Report  from  the  Committee  of  Selection, 
That  the  Lord  Saye  and  Sele  and  the  Lord  Wenlock  be  proposed  to  the 
House  as  Members  of  the  Select  Committee  in  the  place  of  the  Viscount 
Iveagh  and  the  Lord  Clinton,  and  that  the  Lord  Wenlock  be  Chairman  of 
the  said  Committee  ;  read  and  agreed  to       733 

Camberwell  and  other  Metropolitan  Borough  Councils  (Superannuation) 

Bill  [h.l.]. — Reported  with  Amendments      733 

Rhymney  Railway  Bill  [h.l] — Reported,  with  Amendments 733 

London  County  Council  (Tramways  and  Improvements)  Bill  [h.l.].~ 

Reported  from  the  Select  Committee,  with  Amendments 733 

Thames  River  Steamboat  Service  Act,  1904  (Amendment)  Bill  [h.l  ].— 
Leave  given  to  the  Select  Committee  to  adjourn  over  to-morrow  and  not  to 
sit  on  Monday  next  until  half-past  Two  o'clock        733 

PETITION. 

Land  Values  (Scotland)  Bill. — Petition  against ;  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on 

the  Table  733 

RETURNS,    REPORTS,    &c. 

Education  (Scotland). — Return  showing  the  expenditure  from  the  grant  for 

public  education  in  Scotland  in  the  year  1907,  with  statistics         733 

Loan  Fund  Board  of  Ireland. — Seventieth  Annual  Report,  1907.     Presented 

(by  command),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table        734 

Poisons  and  Pharmacy  Bill  [h,l.]. — A  message  ordered  to  be  sent  to  the 
Commons  to  propose  that  the  Joint  Committee  do  meet  in  Committee 
Room  A.  on  Tuesday  next  at  Three  o'clock 734 

The  Territorial  Army. 

The  Duke  of  Bedfoi'd         734 

The  Under-Secretary  of  State  far  War  {The  Earl  of  Portsmouth) 737 

Loi'd  Abinger          ..  740 

The  Earl  of  Albemarle       740 

The  Earl  of  Erroll 744 

Lord  Wenlock         ..           ...         ...         ...         ...  744 

Lord  Saye  and  Sele 745 

c  2 
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The  Marquess  of  Lansdoume  *  ...     746 

Tlie  Earl  of  Parimmth      747 

Lord  Harris  ...     748 

The  Territorial  Batteries. 

Lord  Werdock        .,.     750 

The  Earl  of  Portsmouth 750 

House  adjourned  at  twenty-five  minutes  past  Five  o'clo^  till 
To-monow,  half-past  ten  o'clock. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS  :  THURSDAY,  19th  MARCH,  1908. 
The  House  met  at  a  quarter  before  Three  of  the  Clock. 

PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

Conway  and  Colwjm  Bay  Joint  Water  Board  Bill.— As  amended,  con- 
sidered;  to  be  read  the  third  time     75Q 

Rochdale  Corporation  Bill. — As  amended,  considered ;  an  Amendment  made ; 

Bill  to  be  read  the  third  time ,,,     750 

Dublin  Corporation  Bill  (by  Order).— Order  for  Second  Reading  read,  and 

discharged.     Bill  withdrawn ,,^     75q 

Ards  and  Bangor  Railways  Bill.— Presented,  and  read  the  first  time ;   and 

referred  to  tne  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills       ...     750 

London  United  Tramways  Bill.— Presented,  and  read  the  first  time  ;  and 

referred  to  the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills      751 

Dublin  and  South  Eastern  Railway  Bill ;  City  of  Glasgow  Bill.— Re- 
ported, with  Amendments  ;  Reports  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed     751 

Seaham  Harbour  Dock  Bill.— Reported,  with  Amendments ;  Report  to  lie 

upon  the  Table 75I 

Bury  and  District  Joint  Water  Board  Bill ;  Blaydon  and  Ryton  Water 
(Transfer)  Bill. — Reported,  with  Amendments ;  Reports  to  lie  upon  the 
Table,  and  to  be  printed  75I 

PETITIONS. 

Coal  Mines  (Eight  Hours)  (No.  2)  Bill.— 2  Petitions  against ;  to  lie  upon  the 

Table      75I 

Congo  Free  State. — Petition  for  protection  of  the  native  races ;   to  lie  upon 

the  Table  75^ 

Licensed  Premises  Exclusion  of  Children.— Petition  for  legislation ;  to  lie 

upon  the  Table 75I 

Licensing  Bill. — 3  Petitions  against;  to  lie  upon  the  Table     75^ 

Licensing  Bill. — 3  Petitions  in  favour ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table 75^ 

Moray  Pirth  (Illegal  Trawling).— Petition  for  prevention ;  to  lie  upon  the 

Table      751 

Sale  of  Intoxicating  Liquors  on  Sunday  Bill.— Petition  in  favour ;  to 

lie  upon  the  Table         752 
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RETURNS,  REPORTS,  &c. 
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I    The  Budget 795 

I    Business  of  the  House  795 

Selection  (Standing  Committees). 

Sir  WiLliiAM  Brampton  Gurdon  reported  from  the  Committee  of  Selec- 

'  tion  ;    That    they   had    discharged    the    following    Members    from 

T  Standing  Committee  A.  (in  respect  of  the  Agricultural  Education  in 

•  Elementary  Schools    Bill) :    Mr.   Attorney-General,    Mr.    Secretary 

^  Gladstone,  and  Mr.  Herbert  Samuel ;  and  had  appointed  in  substitu- 

"  tion  (in  respect  of  the  Agricultural  Education  in  Elementary  Schools 

":  Bill) :  Mr.  McKenna,  Mr.  Lough,  and  Sir  Edward  Strachey. 

"  Sir  William  Brampton  Gurdon  further  reported  from  the  Committee ; 

7  That  they  had  added  to  Standing  Committee  A.  the  following  Fifteen 

-  Members  (in  respect  of  the  Agricultural  Education  in  Elementary 

^  Schools  Bill) :  Mr.  Carlile,  Mr.  Jesse  Collings,  Mr.  Butcher,  Sir  John 

Kennaway,  Mr.  Arkwright,  Sir  Francis  Lowe,  Mr.  Hunt,  Mr.  Benn, 
"  Mr.  Yoxall,  Mr.   Adkins,   Mr.   Winfrey,   Mr.   Montagu,   Mr.  John 

William  Taylor,  Mr.  Dunn,  and  Mr.  Nicholls. 

Sir  William  Brampton  Gurdon  further  reported  from  the  Committee ; 
That  they  had  added  to  Standing  Committee  A.  the  following  Fifteen 
Members  (in  respect  of  the  Local  Authorities  (Admission  of  the  Press) 
Bill :  Mr.  Arthur  Henderson,  Mr.  Kichardson,  Mr.  Summerbell,  Mr. 
Charles  Duncan,  Mr.  Leif  Jones,  Mr.  Scott,  Mr.  Esslemont,  Mr.  Watt, 
Mr.  Guinness,  Sir  Frederick  Banbury,  Sir  Gilbert  Parker,  Mr.  Du 
Cros,  Mr.  George  Roberts,  Mr.  Strauss,  and  Mr.  Clement  Edwards. 

Sir  William  Brampton  Gurdon  further  reported  from  the  Committee ; 
That  they  had  added  the  following  Member  to  Standing  Committee 
B.  :  Mr.  Charles  Craig. 

Reports  to  lie  upon  the  Table 796 

Message  from  the  Lords.— Poisons  and  Pharmacy  Bill  [Lords] ;  That  they 
have  appointed  a  Committee  consisting  of  Five  Lords  to  join  with  a  Com- 
mittee of  this  House  to  consider  the  Poisons  and  Pharmacy  Bill,  and  they 
request  this  House  to  appoint  an  equal  number  of  its  Members  to  be 
joined  with  the  said  Lords. 

That  they  propose  that  the  said  Joint  Committee  do  meet  in  Com- 
mittee Room  A,  on  Tuesday  next,  at  Three  of  the  Clock    796 

NEW  BILLS. 

Buxton  Oharities  BilL— To  be  read  a  second  time  upon  Monday,  6th  April, 

and  to  be  printed.     [Bill  164]  797 

Long  Ashton  Charity  BilL — To  be  read  a  second  time  upon  Monday  6th 

April,  and  to  be  printed.     [Bill  165]  797 

Abbots  Bromley  Charity  BilL — To  be  read  a  second  time  upon  Monday,  9th 

April,  and  to  be  printed.     [Bill  166]  798 

Business  of  the  House  (Supply). 

Motion  made,  and  Question  put,  "  That  the  proceedings  on  the  Business  of 
Supply,  if  under  discussion  at  Eleren  o'clock  this  night,  be  not  inter- 
rupted under  the  Standing  Order  (Sittings  of  the  House),  notwith- 
standing anything  in  Standing  Order  No.  15." — {Mr.  Chancellor  of 
the  Exdiequer.) 

The  House  divided  :  Ayes,  273  ;  Noes  73.     (Division  List  No.  49)  ...     798 
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Supply  [10th  March]  Report  (4th  Allotted  Day). 

Second  Resolutioa — ^Navy  Estimates,  1909.  "  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding 
£2,306,700,  be  granted  to  His  Majesty,  to  defray  the  Expense  of 
Works,  Buildings,  and  Repairs,  at  Home  and  Abroad,  including  the 
cost  of  Superintendence,  Purchase  of  Sites,  Grants-in-Aid,  and  other 
Charges  connected  therewith  which  will  come  in  course  of  payment 
during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March  1909'' — read  a 
second  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  this  House  doth  agree  with 
the  Committee  in  the  said  Resolution." 

Mr.  Bellairs  {Lynn  Regis) 801 

Mr,  Mackamess  (Berkshire,  Newbury)       808 

Mr,  }F,  Petirce  {Tower  Hamlets^  Limehmtse)         809 

Mr,  Napier  {KerU,  Faversham)      809 

Mr,  Austen  Chamberlain  { Worcestshire  E.)  ...         810 

The  Civil  Lard  of  the  Admiralty  (Mr.  Lambeii,  Devonshire,  SoiUh  MoUon)     814 

Mr,  Arthur  Lee  { Hampshire,  Fareham) 817 

Mr.  Lupton  {Lincolnshire,  Sleaford)  ...  ...  ...  ...  -••     818 

Mr,  Munro  Ferguson  {Leith  Burghs)         ...         ...         ...         •  •  •         •  •  •     825 

Sir  F,  Banbury  {City  of  London) 825 

Mr.  Lambert  ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         •••     827 

Question  put,  agreed  to. 

Supply  [IIth  March]  Report. 
Resolution  reported. 

Army  Estimates,  1908-9. 

"  That  a  number  Land  Forces,  not  exceeding  185,000  all  ranks,  be  main- 
tained for  the  Service  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ire- 
land at  Home  and  Abroad,  excluding  His  Majesty's  Indian  Possessions 
during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1909." 

Resolution  read  a  second  time. 

Mr,  LuHrell  {Devonshire^  Tavistock)  •  •  •     828 

Mr,  Hart'Davies  {Hackney  N) 830 

Amendment  proposed. 

"To  leave  out  *  185,000,*  and  insert  *  175,000,'— (Afr.  Luttrdt) 
instead  of." 

Question  proposed,  **  That  '  185,000,'  stand  part  of  the  said  Resolution." 

Mr,  Arthur  Lee      ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...     831 

The  Sf Cretan/  of  State  for  IFar  {Mr,  Haldanf,,  Haddington)       837 

Mr,  A,  J,  Balfour  {City  of  London)  855 

Sir  Charles  Dilke  {Gloucestershire,  Foreat  of  Dean)  ...  •••     861 

Mr,  Wedgewood  {Newcastleunder  Lyme)  ...  ...         •        864 

Mr,  Ashley  {Lancashire,  Blackpool)  ...         ...  .  .  •  •  •         •  •  •     867 

Sir,  H,  Cotton  {Nottingham,  E) 873 

Mr,  Bees  {Montgomery  Boroughs) •         •        877 

Mr,  J.  M.  Robertson  {Northumberland,  Tynesid-e) 881 

Captain  Craiq  {Down,  E,) 886 

Mr,  Everett  {Suffolk,  Woodh'idge) 892 

Mr,  Wyndham  {Dovei)       893 

Mr,  Harold  Cox  {PresUm) 903 

Amendment  put,  and  negatived. 

Resolution  agreed  to. 

Supply  [12th  Makch]. 
Resolutions  reported. 
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lRMY  Estimates,  1908-9. 

1.  "  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £9,422,000,  be  granted  to  His  Majesty  to 

defray  the  Expense  of  the  Pay,  etc.,  of  His  Majesty's  Army  (including 
Army  Reserve)  at  Home  and  Abroad  (exclusive  of  India),  which  will 
come  in  course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of 
March,  1909." 

Mr,  Ashley  {Lancashire,  Blackpool)           ...  908 

Mr.  Haldane          909 

Sir  K  Banbury       910 

Sir  H.  Craik  {Glasgow  and  Aberdeen  Universities)           ...  911 

Captain  Craig        912 

Question  put,  **  That  this  House  doth  agree  with  the  Committee  in  the  said 
Eesolution,  and  agreed  to." 

2.  "That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £1,743,000,  be  granted  to  His  Majesty,  to 

defray  the  Expense  of  Rewards  ;  Half-Pay  ;  Retired  Pay  ;  Widows' 
Pensions ;  and  other  Non-Effective  Charges  for  Officers,  which  will 
come  in  course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending  on  the  3l8t  day  of 
March,  1909." 

3.  "That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £1,782,000,  be  granted  to  His  Majesty,  to 

defray  the  Expense  of  Chelsea  and  Kilmainham  Hospitals  ;  of  Out 
Pensions  ;  Rewards  for  Distinguished  Services  ;  Widows'  Pensions  ; 
and  other  Non-EtFective  Charges  for  Warrant  Officers,  Non-com- 
missioned Officers,  and  Men,  etc.,  which  will  come  in  course  of  payment 
during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1909." 

4.  "  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £167,000,  be  granted  to  His  Majesty,  to 

defray  the  Expense  of  Civil  Superannuation^  Compensation,  Compas- 
sionate Allowances  anli  Gratuities,  and  of  Payments  under  the  Work- 
men's Compensation  Act,  which  will  come  in  course  of  payment  during 
the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1909  " 

Resolutions  agreed  to. 

JPPLY  [9th  March]. 
Resolution  reported. 

AVY  Estimates,  1908-9. 

"That  128,000  officers,  seamen,  and  boys  be  employed  for  the  Sea  and  Coast 
Guard  Services  for  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1909, 
including  18,463  Royal  Marines." 

Resolution  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  provide,  during 

Twelve  Months,  for  the  Discipline  and  Regulation  of  the  Army ;  and  that 

Mr.  Secretary  Haldane,  Mi^  Edmund  Robertson,  and  Mr.  Buchanan,  do 

prepare  and  bring  it  in. 

rmy  (Annual)  BiUs. — "To  provide,  during  Twelve  Months,  for  the  Discipline 
and  Regulation  of  the  Army,  presented  accordingly,  and  read  the  first  time  ; 
to  be  read  a  second  time  upon  Monday  next,  and  to  be  printed.     [Bill  167.] 

[JPPLY  [10th  March]  Report. 

Order  read,  for  resuming  Adjourned  Debate  on  Question. 

AVY  Estimates,  1 908-9. 

1.  "That  a  sum  not  exceeding  £7,129,700,  be  granted  to  His  Majesty,  to 
defray  the  Expenses  of  Wages,  etc.,  to  Officers,  Seamen,  and  Boys, 
Coast  Guard,  and  Royal  Marines,  which  will  come  in  course  of  payment 
during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1909." 

Question  again  proposed. 
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Debate  resumed. 

Mr.  Barnes  {Glasgow^  Blackfriars)           ...          ...  914 

Mr.  Edmund  Robertson      ...  914 

Sir.  F.  Banbury 914 

Mr.  Edmv/nd  Robertson      ...  915 

Mr.  Fell  {Great  Yarmmth)           915 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Ways  and  Means  [17th  March]  Report. 

Second  Resolution  considered,  and  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  an  Instruction  to  the  Gentlemen  appointed  to 
bring  in  a  Bill  upon  the  Resolution  reported  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  on  the  18th  day  of  this  instant  March,  and  then  agreed  to  by 
the  House,  that  they  do  make  provision  therein  pursuant  to  the  said 
Resolution. 

Consolidated  Fund  (No.  1)  Bill. — "  To  apply  certain  sums  out  of  the  Con- 
solidated Fund  to  the  service  of  the  years  ending  on  the  thirty -first  day  of 
March,  one  thousand  nine  hundred  and  eight  and  one  thousand  nine 
hundred  and  nine,"  presented,  and  read  the  first  time  ;  to  be  read  a  second 
time  upon  Monday  next  ...     916 

Debtors  (Imprisonment). 

Ordered,  that  a  Select  Committee  be  appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
existing  Law  relating  to  the  Imprisonment  of  Debtors,  and  to  report 
whether  any  Amendments  are  desirable. 

The  Committee  was  accordingly  nominated  of, — Mr.  Stopford  Brooke, 
Mr.  Byles,  Mr.  Charles  Craig,  Mr.  Delany,  Mr.  Robert  Duncan,  Mr.  Ferens, 
Mr.  George  Gibbs,  Mr.  Hodge,  Mr.  Keswick,  Sir  Charles  McLaren,  Mr. 
John  Philips,  Mr.  Pickersgill,  Mr.  Rendall,  Mr.  Wadsworth  and  Mr.  Wills. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  have  power  to  send  for  persons,  papers, 
and  Records. 

Ordered,  That  Five  be  the  quorum. — {Mr,  Whiteley) 916 

And,  it  being  after  half-past  Eleven  of  the  Clock,  Mr.  Speaker  adjourned 
the  House  without  Question  put,  pursuant  to  the  Standing  Order. 

Adjourned  at  twenty-five  minutes  before  Twelve  o'Clock. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS  :    FRIDAY,   20th  MARCH,    1908. 
The  House  met  at  Twelve  noon  of  the  Clock. 

PRIVATE    BILL    BUSINESS. 

Stockport  Corporation  Bill. — As  amended,  considered  ;  to  be  read  the  third 

time        917 

Lincoln  Corporation  Bill.— Glyncorrwg  Urban  District  Council  Bill—Re- 
ported, with  Amendments  ;  Reports  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be 
printed 917 

Pinchley  Urban  District  Council  Bill.— Reported  from  the  Police  and 
Sanitary  Committee,  with  Amendments;  Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table, 
and  to  be  printed         917 


PETITIONS. 

Building  Feus  and  Leases,  Scotland.— Petition  for  legislation ;  to  lie  upon 
theTable  


917 
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Ohildren  Bill.— Petition  for  alteration  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table 917 

Ohil^en  Bill.— 2  Petitions  in  favour ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table 917 

Ctoal  Mines  (Eight  Hoars)  (No.  2)  Bill.— Petition  against ;  to  lie  upon  the 

Table     917 

Dairies  (Scotland)  Bill.— Petition  in  favour ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table 917 

Housing  of  the  Working  Classesi(Ireland)  Bill.— 2  Petitions  in  favour ;  to 

lie  upon  the  Table        917 

Licensed  Premises  (Exclusion  of  Children).— Petitions  for  legislation  ; 

to  lie  upon  the  Table 917 

Licensing  Bill.— 3  Petitions  against ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table 918 

Licensing  BilL — Petition  in  favour ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table       918 

Lights  on  Vehicles  (Scotland)  BilL — Petition  in  favour ;  to  lie  upon  the 

Table      918 

Moray  Firth  (Illegal  Trawling). — 2  Petitions  for  prevention ;  to  lie  upon  the 

Table      918 

Police  Superannuation  (Scotland)  Bill.— Petition  in  favour ;  to  lie  upon 

the  Table  91^ 

Bights  of  Way  (Scotland)  Bill.— Petition  against ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table  ...  918: 

Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts  (Amendment)  (Scotland)  Bill.— Petition  in 

favour  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table 918 

RETURNS,  REPORTS,  &c. 

Congestion  in  Ireland  (Royal  Commission).— Tenth  Report  of  the  Com- 
missioners;  to  lie  upon  the  Table      918 

Medical  Council.— Accounts  for  1 907    to  lie  upon  the  Table 91 

Metropolitan  Cattle  Market. — Accounts  presented  for  the  year  1907  ;  to  lie 

upon  the  Table 918 

Irish  Land  Purchase  Finance  (Departmental  Committee).— Report  of 

the  Departmental  Committee;  to  lie  upon  the  Table  919 

Wines  Imported. — Return  presented  relative ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to 

be  printed.     [No.  94] 919 

QUESTIONS    AND   ANSWERS  CIRCULATED    WITH   THE    VOTES. 

Prosecutions  for  Illegal  Trawling       919 

Cost  of  Salving  the  "Montagu" 919 

Strengthening  the  Coastguard  Service       920 

Religious  Instruction  in  London  Coimty  Council  Training  Colleges      920 

Dismissal  of  Married  School  Teachers  at  Aberdare         921 

Constitution  of  the  Irish  Department  of  Agriculture       921 

The  Brussels  International  Conference      ...         ...         ...         ...  ...  922 

Companies  Consolidation  Bill  922 

Additional  Grants  to  Scottish  County  Education  Committees    ...         ...         ...  922 

The  Tugs  "  Grappler  "  and  "  Robust"         923 

Applications  for  Orders  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1907        925 
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Pay  of  Writers  in  the  Naval  Ordnance  Department         924 

Medical  Attendance  for  West  Ham  Workhouse  Officials ...  924 

Efficiency  of  the  Portarlington  Schools      ...  925 

Irish  National  Schools  Inspection ...  925 

Irish  Schools  Inspections — Confidential  Reports  ...  ...  ...  926 

Sale  of  the  Rockfield  Estate,  Co.  Mayo       927 

Selection  (Standing  Committees.) 

Sir  William  Brampton  Gurdon  reported  from  the  Committee  of 
Selection;  That  they  had  discharged  the  following  Member  from 
Standing  Committee  A  (in  respect  of  the  Education  (Local  Authorities* 
Bill) :  Mr.  Seavems  ;  and  had  appointed  in  substitution  (in  respect  of 
the  Education  (Local  Authorities)  Bill :  Mr.  Yoxall. 

Sir  William  Brampton  Gurdon  further  reported  from  the  Committee  ; 
That  they  had  discharged  the  following  Members  from  Standing  Com- 
mittee A  (in  respect  of  the  Local  Authorities  (Admission  of  the  Press) 
Bill):  Mr.  Secretary  Gladstone  and  Mr.  Herbert  Samuel;  and  had 
appointed  in  substitution  (in  respect  of  the  Local  Authorities  (Admis- 
sion of  the  Press)  Bill)  :  Mr.  Burns  and  Dr.  Macnamara. 
Reports  to  lie  upon  the  Table      927 

Housinff  of  the  Working  Classes  (Ireland)  BilL— Order  for  Second  Reading 
read. 

Mr.  Hogan  {Tipperary,  N.)  928 

Mr,  Clanaj  (Dublin  County,  N,) 929 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  *'  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time." 

Sir  F,  Banbury  (City  of  London) ...  ...     937 

Mr,  Carlile  (Hertfordshire,  St  Alkmx)      942 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  To  leave  out  the  word  *  now/  and  at  the  end  of  the  Question  to 
add  the  words  '  upon  this  day  six  months.'"— /Sir  F.  Banbury.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  word  *  now '  stand  part  of  the  Question." 

Mr.  Lonsdale  (Armagh,  Mid,)       946 

Mr.  Thomas  a Donnell  (Kerry,  JF.)  954 

Mr.  Barrie  (Tjmdonderry,  N.)       ...  ...  ...  ...  956 

Mr.  Nannetti  (Dublin,  College  Green)       961 

Mr.  JFilliam  Bedmond  (Clare,  E.)  966 

Mr  Sloan  (Belfast,  S.)       970 

Mr.  Mackarness  (Berkshire,  Newbury)       971 

Mr.  Gwynn  (Galway)  ...         ...         ...  ...  ...  972 

Mr.  Guinness  (Bury  St.  Edmunds)  ...         ...  973 

The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  Birrell,  Bristol,  N.)  975 

Mr.  John  Redmond  (Waterf ml) 983 

Mr.  James  Campbell  (Dublin  LJ^niversity)  ...         ...         ...  ...  986 

Mr.  T.  L,  Corbett  (Down,  N.)        987 

Mr.  R.  Duncan  (Lanarkshire,  Govan)        ...  988 

Question  "  That  the  word  *  now '  stand  part  of  the  Question,"  put,  and 

agreed  to. 
Main  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 
Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  committed  to  a  Standing  Committee. 

Breaches  of  Bye-Laws  Bill.— Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 
-'-         Mr.  W edgwood  (NeiocasiU'Under'Lyme)    ...         ...     989 
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Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "^That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a 
second  time." 

Captain  Craig  (Datm,  E.)  98^ 

And  it  being  Five  of  the  Clock,  the  debate  stood  adjourned. 

Debate  to  be  resumed  upon  Friday  next. 

Poisons  and  Pharmacy  Bill  [Lords]. — Ordered,  That  the  Lords  Message 
[19  th  March]  relative  to  the  Poisons  and  Pharmacy  Bill  [Lords]  be  now 
considered. 

Lords'  Message  considered  accordingly — 

Ordered,  That  a  Select  Committee  of  Five  Members  be  appointed  to 
join  with  a  Committee  to  be  appointed  by  the  Lords,  as  mentioned  in 
their  Lordships'  Message  of  19th  March,  to  consider  the  Poisons  and 
Pharmacy  Bill  [Lords]. 

The  Committee  was  accordingly  nominated  of, — Mr.  Atherley-Jones,. 
Mr.  Godfrey  Baring,  Mr.  Idris,  Mr.  Vincent  Kennedy,  and  Sir  John 
Batty  Tuke. 

Ordered  that  the  Committee  have  power  to  send  for  persons,  papers 
and  records. 

Ordered,  That  Three  be  the  quorum. 

*  Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  this  House  do  meet  the  Lords  Com- 
mittee as  proposed  by  their  Lordships. — (Mr,  JVhiteley.) 

Message  to  the  Lords  to  acquaint  them  therewith        991 

Lotteries  and  Advertisements.— Resolved,  That  is  is  expedient  that  a 
Select  Committee  of  five  Members  of  this  House  be  appointed  to  join  with 
a  Committee  of  the  Lords  to  consider  and  inquire  into  the  Law  (1)  as  to* 
lotteries,  including  the  sale  of  lottery  bonds,  competitions  for  prizes  which 
involve  an  element  of  chance,  and  advertisements  relating  thereto  ;  (2)  as 
to  indecent  literature  and  pictures,  and  advertisements  relating  to  things 
indecent  and  immoral ;  and  to  report  what  Amendments  if  any,  in  the  Law 
are  necessary  or  desirable. — {Mr,  Whiteley,) 

Message  to  the  Lords  to  acquaint  them  therewith       ...  992 

Whereupon  Mr.  Speaker  adjourned  the  House  without  Question  put,  pursuant 
to  Standing  Order  No.  3. 

Adjourned  at  two  minutes  after  Five  o'clock  till  Monday  next. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS,  MONDAY,  23rd  MARCH,  1908. 

PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

Standing  Orders  applicable  to  the  following  Bill  have  been  complied  with  : — 
Tramways  Order  Confirmation  (No.  1)  [H.L.I 

The  same  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table         ...     993- 

South  Wales  Electrical  Power  Distribution  Bill  i[H.L.]— Metropolitan 
Electric  Tramways  Bill  [n.L.]  Leave  given  to  the  Select  Committee  not 
to  sit  again  till  Wednesday  next         993 

Madras  Railway  Company  (Annuities  Bill).— Read  3*,  and  passed         ...    993 

Interoceanic  Railway  of  Mexico  Bill  [h.L.]— Briton  Ferry  Urban  District 
Council  Bill  [h.l.J  ;  Commercial  Union  Assurance  Company  Bill  [h.L.] 
Read  3*,  and  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Commons        993- 
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Weekly  Rest-day  BilL — To  be  read  a  second  time  upon  Thursday,  2nd  April, 

and  to  be  printed.     [Bill  171] 1103 

Consolidated  Fund  (No.  1)  BilL — Order  for  the  Second  Reading  read. 

Motion  made,   and  Question  proposed,  "That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a 
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Mr.  Lyttelton  {St,  George's^  Haiuyver  Square)        1104 
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Colonel  Seely  (Liverpool,  Ahercromby)       ...  1144 
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Sir  Herwy  Craik  ( Glasgoiv  and  A  berdeen  Universities) 1171 

Mr.  Carlile  (Hertfordshire,  St.  Albans) 1173 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 

House  for  to-morrow. 

Army  Annual  Bill. — Read  a  second  time,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of 

the  Whole  House  for  to-morrow         1176 
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Adjournment. — Motion  made,  and  Question,   "  That  the   Huuse  do  now 
adjourn." — {Mr.  Joseph  Pease.) 

Put,  and  agreed  to. 

Adjourned  accordingly  at  eighteen  minutes  after  Eight  o'clock. 


HOUSE    OF    LORDS:    TUESDAY,    24th    MARCH,  1908. 

PRIVATE    BILL    BUSINESS. 

Standing  Orders  applicable  to  the  following  Bill  have  not  been  complied 
with  : — Alliance  and  other  Assurance  and  Insurance  Companies  [h.l.]. 

Also  Standing  Orders  have  not  been  complied  with  in  respect  of  the  Petition 
for  additional  provision  in  the  following  Bill : — Wath-upon-Dearne  Urban 
District  Council  Gas  Bill  [h.l,]. 

The  same  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table       ...         1177 

Merthyr  Tydfll  Corporation  Bill  [h.l.]. — Reported  from  the  Select  Com- 
mittee, with  Amendments       1177 

Arg^entine  North  Eastern  Railway  Bill  [h.l.]. — The  opposition  to  the  Bill 

withdrawn         1177 

London  County  Council  Tramways  and  Improvements  Bill  [h.l.]; 

Rhymney  Railway  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Norwich  Union  Fire  Insurance  Society 

Bill  [h.l.]. — Read  3*,  and  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Commons  1177 

Oonway  and  Conwyn  Bay  Joint  Water  Board  Bill.— Derby  Gas  Bill : 
Rochdale  Corporation  Bill. — Brought  from  the  Commons,  and  read  1  *,  and 
referred  to  the  Examiners       1177 

RETURNS,    REPORTS,    &c. 

Post  Office  (Foreign  and  Colonial  Parcel  Post,  Smyrna).— The 
Foreign  and  Colonial  Parcel  Post  Amendment  (No.  15)  Warrant,  1908, 
dated  12th  February,  1908. 

Laid  before  the  House  (pursuant  to  Act),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
Table 1177 

Poisons  and  Pharmacy  Bill  [h.l.]. — The  evidence  taken  before  the  Joint 
Committee  from  time  to  time  to  be  printed,  but  no  copies  to  be  delivered 
except  to  members  of  the  Committee  and  to  such  other  persons  as  the 
Committee  shall  think  fit  until  further  order.     [No.  35]     1178 

County  Courts  Bill  [h.l.]. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  {Lord  Lorebum)       1178 

Moved,  "That  the  Bill  be  now  read  \\''-^{The  Lord  Chancellor.) 

On  Question  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  \\  and  to  be  printed.     [No.  36.] 
The  Late  Duke  of  Devonshire. 

The  Lord  Privii  Seal  {The  Marquess  of  Ripon)      1178 

The  Marquess  of  Lansdowne  ...         ...         ...         ..  ...         ...   1179 

Earl  Roseherij         ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...   1181 

Moved,  "  That  this  House  do  now  adjourn." — {Earl  Rosehery.) 

The  Marquess  of  Ripon      ...  1183 

On  Question,  agreed  to,  nemine  dissentienie. 

House    adjourned   at  ten  minutes    before   Five  o'clock,  till  To- 
morrow, at  a  quarter  past  Four  o'clock. 
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HOUSE  OF  COMMONS,  TUESDAY,  24th  MARCH,  1908. 

The  House  met  at  a  quarter  before  Three  of  the  Clock. 

PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

Private  Bills  [Lords]  (Petition  for  Additional  Provision)  (Standing 
Orders  not  Complied  With.) — Wath-upon-Deame  Urban  District 
Council  Gas  Bill  [Lords.] 

Ordered,  "  ITiat  the  Report  be  referred  to  the  Select  Committee  on 
Standing  Orders."      ^..  1183 

Stockport  Corporation  Bill.     (King's   Consent  signified.)— Bill   read    the 

third  time  and  passed ...  1184 

City  of  OlasgOW  Bill. — As  amended,  considered;  to  be  read  the  third  time  1184 

Police  and  Sanitary  Committee. — Ordered,  "  That  the  Committee  of 
Selection  do  nominate  Three  additional  Members  to  serve  on  the  Police 
and  Sanitary  Committee." — {Mr,  Burns)       ...  1184 

Wolverhampton  Corporation  Bill— Reported  from  the  Police  and  Sanitary 
Committee,  with  Amendment ;  Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be 
printed 1184 

Leeds  Corporation  Bill. —Reported,  with  Amendments;  Report  to  lie  upon 

the  Table,  and  to  be  printed 1184 

Private  Bills  (Group  B.)— Sir  Henry  Kimber  reported  from  the  Committee 
on  Group  B.  of  Private  Bills ;  That,  for  the  convenience  of  parties,  the 
Committee  had  adjourned  till  Tuesday  next,  at  Twelve  of  the  Clock. 
Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table 1184 

Message  from  the  Lords.— That  they  have  agreed  to :  Madras  Railway 
Company  (Annuities)  Bill,  without  Amendments. 

That  they  have  passed   a  Bill,   intituled,   Interoceanic  Railway  of 
Mexico  Bill  [Lords]. 

Also,   a  Bill,  intituled,    Briton  Ferry  Urban  District  Council  Bill 
[Lords] 

And  also,  a  Bill,  intituled  Commercial  Union  Assurance   Company 
Bill  [Lords]       1184 

Interoceanic  Railway  of  Mexico  Bill  [Lords] ;  Briton  Ferry  Urban  Distrct 
Council  Bill  [Lords]  ;  Commercial  Union  Assurance  Company  Bill  [Lords]. 
Read  the  first  time ;  and  referred  to  the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for 
Private  Bills      1185 

PETITIONS. 

Children  Bill  (Juvenile  Smoking  Clauses).— Petition  in  favour ;  to  lie  upon 

the  Table  ...         •••         1185 

Coal  Mines' (Eight  Hours)  (No.  2)  Bill.— Petition  against;  to  lie  upon  the 

Table    " 1185 

Elections  and  Registration  (London)  Bill.— Petition  against ;  to  lie  upon 

the  Table  1185 

Elementary  Education  (England  and  Wales)  Bill.— Petition  against ;  to 

lie  upon  the  Table        1185 

Elementary  Education  (England  and  Wales)  Bill.— Petition  in  favour ; 

to  lie  upon  the  Table 1186 
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Licensed  Premises  (Exclusion  of  Cliildren).— Petitions  for  legislation ;  to 

lie  upon  the  Table        1186 

Licensing  BilL — 6  Petitions  against ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table     1186 

Licensing  Bill. — 24  Petitions  in  favour;  to  lie  upon  the  Table  1186 

Moray  Firth  (Illegal  Trawling). — Petition  for  prevention ;  to  lie  upon  the 

Table      1186 

Sale  of  Intoxicating  Liquors  on  Sunday  Bill.— 2  Petitions  in  favour ;  to 

lie  upon  the  Table        1186 

EETURNS,    REPORTS,    &c. 

Bailway  Accidents. — Returns  of  Accidents  and  Casualties  as  reported  to  the 

Board  of  Trade ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table  1186 

Post  Ofllce  (Foreign  and  Colonial  Parcel  Post).— The  Foreign  and  Colonial 

Parcel  Post  Amendment  (No.  15)  Warrant,  1908  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table  ...  1186 

Tropical  Diseases  Research  Fund.— Report  of  the  Advisory  Committee  for 

the  Tropical  Diseases  Research  Fund  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table  1187 

Prices  of  Exported  Goal. — Return  presented,  relative  thereto ;  to  lie  upon 

Paper  Laid  upon  the  Table  by  the  Clerk  of  the  House. — Inquiry  into 

the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.     [No.  97]        1187 

Charities  (Administrative  County  of  Devon). — Further  Return  relative 
thereto  [ordered  26th  July,  1905  ;  Mr,  Griffith-Boscawen] ;  to  be  printed. 
[No.  98]  1187 
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Case  of  Michael  Gaffney  at  the  Mountmellick  Sessions 1225 
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Marshall  Estate,  Kerry        

Kilfinane  Evicted  Tenant 

Colonel  Gascoigne  and  his  Tenantry 

Irish  Sub-Postmaster's  Pay 

Secret  Service  Fund 

Savings  Bank  

Inhabited  House  Duty         ...  

Sugar  Duty 

The  Late  Duke  of  Devonshire. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  {Mr,  Asquith,  Fifeshire,  E,)      1231 

Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour  (City  of  London)  1232 

Infant  Life  Protection. — Keport  from  the  Select  Committee,  with  Minutes 
of  Evidence  and  an  Appendix,  brought  up,  and  read. 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.     [No.  99.] 1234 

Selection  (Standing  Committees).— Sir  William  Brampton  Gurdon  re- 
ported from  the  Committee  of  Selection  ;  That  they  had  discharged  the 
following  Members  from  Standing  Committee  A  (in  respect  of  the  Educa- 
tion (Local  Authorities)  Bill) :  Mr.  Walter  Rea  and  Mr.  Arthur  Dewar ; 
and  had  appointed  in  substitution  (in  respect  of  the  Education  (Local 
Authorities)  Bill) :  Mr.  Alfred  Hutton  and  Mr.  Rogers. 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table      1234 

NEW  BILLS. 

Education  (Oontinuation  Schools)  BilL— Public  Health  Bill.—''  To  amend 
the  Public  Health  Act,  1875,  and  the  Local  Government  Act,  1888,"  pre-, 
by  Mr.  Cooper;  supported  by  Sir  Walter  Foster,  Mr.  Bowerman,  Mr. 
Crooks,  and  Mr.  Straus  ;  to  be  read  a  second  time  upon  Wednesday,  6th 
May,  and  to  be  printed.     [Bill  172.] 

Mr.  Chiozza  Money  {Paddington) 1234 

Motion  made  and  Question — "  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to 
establish  compulsory  Continuation  Schools  in  England  and  Whales, 
and  to  amend  the  Education  Acts,  1870  to  1902,  in  respect  of  the  age 
of  compulsory  school  attendance," — i;Ut,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Chiozza  Money,  Mr.  Alden,  Mr.  Ellis 
Davies,  Mr.  Ramsay  Macdonald,  Mr.  Mallet,  Mr.  Masterman,  Mr. 
Walker,  and  Mr.  John  Ward. 

Bill  presented  accordingly,  and  read  the  first  time ;  to  be  read  a  second 
time  upon  Monday  i3th  April,  and  to  be  printed.     [Bill  173.] 

Licensing  (Oonsolidation)  BilL 

The  Secretary  of  State  foi'  the  Home  Department  {Mr.  Gladstone^  Leeds,  W.)  1238 

Motion  made  and  Question — "  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to 
consolidate  the  Law  relating  to  Justices'  Licences  for  the  sale  by  retail 
of  intoxicating  liquor  " — put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Secretary  Gladstone,  Mr.  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer,  Mr.  Solicitor-General,  and  Mr.  Herbert  Samuel. 

Bill  to  consolidate  the  Law  relating  to  Justices'  Licences  for  the  sale  by 
retail  of  intoxicating  liquor,  presented  accordingly,  and  read  the  first 
time ;  to  be  read  a  second  time  on  Monday  next,  and  to  be  printed, 
[Bill  174.] 
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Prosecution  of  Offences  (Amendment).  Bill— Order  for  Second  Reading 
read. 

The  Attorney-General  {Sir  W.  Bobsan,  South  Shields)      1239 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  '^  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 

time."—(5'iV  fF.  Eobson,) 

Mr,  Cochrane  {Ayrshire,  N,)         1240 

Sir  F.  Banbury  {City  of  I/yndon) 1243 

Mr,  Claude  Hay  {Shoreditch,  Hoxton)       ...  1 245 

Viscount  Helmsky  { Yorkshire,  N,B.,  Thirsk)        1 246 

Mr.  Akers-Douglas  {Kent,  St,  Augustine's)           ...  1247 

The  Solicitor-Gemral  {Sir  Samuel  Evans,  Ghmoi-ganshire,  Mid.)            ...  1249 

Mr,  Stuart  JVortley  {Sheffield,  Hallam)      1250 

Earl  Winterton  {Sussex,  Horsham)            ...  1251 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

Bill  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  for  Thursday. — {Mr. 
Attorney-General,) 

Children  Bill. — Order  for  Second  Heading  read 

The  Lo7'd  Advocate  {Mr.  Thorrms  Shaw,  Hawick  Burghs)  ...  ...  1251 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time. 

Debate  arising. 

Mr.  Akers-Doiiglas  {Kent,  St.  Augustine's)  ...  1262 

Mr.  A.  Allen  (Chriatchurch)         ...  1270 

Mr.  Atherley-Jones  (Durham,  N,W,)         1 275 

Mr,  Bawlison  {Cambiidge  University)        ...         ...         .  .         ...         ...  1278 

Mr.  Ellis  {Nottinghamshire,  Rushcliffe)      1282 

Mr,  Hugh  Law  {Donegal,  W.)       1284 

Mr,  H.  J.  Tennant  {Berwickshire)  1286 

The  Under-Secretary  of  State  for  tlie  Home  Department  {Mr,   Herbert 

Samuel,  Yorkshire,  Cleveland)  ...  1289 

Motion  made,  and  Question,  "  That  the  Debate  be  now  adjourned  " — {Mr. 
Guinness) — put,  and  agreed  to. 

Debate  to  be  resumed  To-morrow. 

Consolidated  Fund   (No.   1)  Bill — Considered  in  Committee,  and  reported, 
without  Amendment ;  to  be  read  the  third  time  To-morrow. 

House  of  Commons  (Foreign  Press) 

Mr,  Smeaion  {Stirlingshire)  ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...   1300 

Mr,  Maddison  {Burnley) 1305 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  this  House  is  of  opinion  that 
accommodation  should  be  provided  in  the  House  of  Commons  for 
representatives  of  the  foreign  and  Colonial  Press,  and  that  such 
extension  of  the  Keporters*  Gallery  or  such  increase  of  room  elsewhere 
should  be  made  as  will  suffice  for  this  purpose." — (Mr,  Smeaton.) 
The  First  Commissioner  of  Works  {Mr.  Harcourt,  Lancashm^  Mm»mdtik) 

Mr.  T.  P.  O'Connor  {Liverpool,  Scotland)  ...         

Captain  Craig  {Doton,  E,) 

Mr.  Bees  (Montgomery  Boroughs)  ...         ...         ...         • 

Mr  Swift  MacNeill  {Donegal,  S.)  

Mr.  Byles  (Salford,  iT.) 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 
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Unemployment. 

Mr.  GoMing  (IForcester) 1324 

Mr.  Fletcher  (Hampstead) 1331 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  this  House,  regarding  with 
anxiety  the  increase  of  unemployment  among  the  working  classes,  is 
of  opinion  that  with  a  view  to  its  diminution  such  a  reform  of  our 
fiscal  system  should  be  adopted  as  would  check  unfair  competition, 
lead  to  a  reduction  in  the  hostile  tariffs  of  foreign  countries,  provide  a 
basis  for  mutual  preference  between  the  Mother  Country  and  the 
Colonies,  and  increase  the  demand  for  labour  at  home." — (Mr. 
Goulding.) 

The  President  of  Hie  Board  of  Trade  {Mr.  LloydGeorge,    Carnarvon 

Bormtghs)       1333 

And  it  being  Eleven  of  the  Clock,  the  Debate  stood  adjoiu-ned. 

Debate  to  be  resumed  upon  Tuesday  next. 

Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901,  (Laundries). 

Mr.  Bamsay  Macdonald  (Leicester)  1336 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "That  the  Special  Order  of  the 
Secretary  of  State,  dated  the  26th  day  of  December,  1907,  allowing 
as  regards  laundries  that  separate  departments  of  work  may  be 
treated  as  separate  factories  or  workshops,  be  annulled." — (Mr. 
Bamsay  Macdonald.) 

The  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Department  (Mr.  Gladstone^  Leedsy  jr.)  1340 
Mr.  H.  J.  Ten7iant  (Berunckshire)  1344 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided  : — Ayes,  26  ;  Noes,  175.     (Division  List  No.  50.) 

And,  it  being  after  half-past  Eleven  of  the  Clock,  Mr.  Deputy  Speaker 
adjourned  the  House  without  Question  put,  pursuant  to  the  Standing 
Order. 

Adjourned  at  ten  minutes  before  Twelve  o'clock. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS,  WEDNESDAY,  25th  MARCH,  1908. 
PRIVATE    BILL    BUSINESS. 

Standing  Orders  Committee. — Report  from,  that  the  Standing  Orders  not 
complied  with  in  respect  of  the  Argentine  North  Eastern  Railway  Bill 
[H.L.]  ought  to  be  dispensed  with,  and  the  Bill  allowed  to  proceed. 

That  the  Standing  Orders  not  complied  with  in  respect  of  the  follow- 
ing Bills  ought  to  be  dispensed  with — Ards  and  Bangor  Railways ;  London 
United  Tramways. 

That  the  Standing  Orders  not  complied  with  in  respect  of  the  petition 
for  a  Bill  by  the  Cambrian  Railways  Company  ought  to  be  dispensed  with, 
and  leave  given  to  introduce  the  Bill. 

That  the  Standing  Orders  not  complied  with  in  respect  of  the  petition 
for  additional  provision  in  the  Margate  Corporation  Bill  ought  to  be  dis- 
pensed with,  and  leave  given  to  the  Committee  on  the  Bill  to  insert  the 
additional  provision. 

And  that  the  Standing  Orders  not  complied  with  in  respect  of  the 
Bristol  Docks  Bill  [h.l.]  ought  not  to  l>e  dispensed  with 1349 

Road,  and  agreed  to. 
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Llanelly  Oas    Bill    [h.l.].— Reported    from    the    Select  Committee,   with 

Amendments _  ,         ...  1349 

Taff  Vale   Railway  Bill  [h.l.].— Reported  from  the   Select    Committee, 

with  Amendments        1349 

Fishfipiard  and  Rosslare  Railways  and  Harbours  Bill   [h.l.].— The 

King's  consent  signified ;  and  Bill  reported,  with  Amendments     1349 

Skegness  Urban  District  Oouncil  Bill  [h.l.].— Reported,  with  Amend- 
ments      1349 

North  British  and   Mercantile    Insurance   Company    Bill   [h.l.].— 

Reported,  with  Amendments 1349 

Stockport  Oorporation  BilL— Brought  from  the  Commons,  read  P,  and 

referred  to  the  Examiners       1350 

Tramways  Order  Oonfirmation  (No,  1)  Bill  [h.l.].— Bead  2*  (according 

to  order)  ...      - 1350 

Local  Oovemment  Bill  (Ireland)  Provisional  Orders  (No.  1)  Bill  [h.l.] 
presented  by  the  Lord  Denman ;  read  1* ;  to  be  printed  and  referred  to 
the  Examiners.     (No.  39)       1350 

PETITION. 

Land  Valnes  (Scotland)  Bill.— Petition  in  favour ;  read,  and  ordered  to  lie 

on  the  Table      1350 

RETURNS,  REPORTS,  &c. 

Railway  Accidents.— Returns  of  Accidents  and  Casualties 1350 

'  Mile  End  Old  Town.— Report 1350 

Explosion  at  Lord  Ashtown's  Lodge,  Olenahiery,  Oounty  Water- 
ford. — Reports  of  County  Inspector  Jennings,  Royal  Irish  Constabulary  1350 

Postal  Agreement  (Mosambique). — Agreement  between  the  Post  Office  of 
the  United  Kingdom  and  the  Post  Office  of  the  Portuguese  Colony  of 
Mozambique      1351 

Irish  Land  Commission. — Return  of  Advances.      Presented  (by  Command), 

and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table  1351 

Post  OflBce  (Foreign  and  Oolonial  Parcel  Post).  —  (Portuguese  East 
Africa.)  The  Foreign  and  Colonial  Parcel  Post  Amendment  (No.  16) 
Warrant,  1908. 

(Mauritius.) — The  Foreign  and  Colonial  Parcel  Post  Amendment 
(No.  17)  Warrant,  1908. 

Laid  before  the  House  (pursuant  to  Act),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
Table 1351 

House  of  Lords  Offices. — First  Report  from  the  Select  Committee  made,  to 

be  printed,  and  to  be  considered  on  Monday  next.     (No.  37.)        1351 

Business  of  the  House. 

The  Lord  Privy  Seal  {The  Marquess  of  Eipon)     1351 

Moved,  "  That  Standing  Order  No.  XXXIX.  be  considered  in  order  to  its 
being  suspended  for  this  day's  sitting."— (TAe  Marquess  of  Ripon,) 

On  Question,  Motion  agreed  to. 


TABLE   OF   CONTENTS.  lix 

Mar.  25.]  Page 

Mvate  and  Provisional  Order  Oonftrmation  Bills. 

The  Chairman  of  Committees  {The  Earl  of  Onslow)       1352 

Moved,  *  That  no  Private  Bill  brought  from  the  House  of  Commons  shall  be 
read  a  second  time  after  Thursday  the  18th  of  June  next :  that  no  Pro- 
Wsional  Order  Confirmation  Bill  originating  in  this  House  shall  be 
read  a  first  time  after  Tuesday  the  5th  day  of  May  next :  that  no 
Provisional  Order  Confirmation  Bill  brought  from  the  House  of 
Commons  shall  be  read  a  second  time  after  Thursday  the  18th  day  of 
June  next :  that  when  a  Bill  shall  have  passed  this  House  with  Amend- 
ments these  orders  shall  not  apply  to  any  new  Bill^  sent  up  from  the 
House  of  Commons  which  the  Chairman  of  Committees  shall  report  to 
the  House  is  substantially  the  same  as  the  Bill  so  amended :  that  this 
House  will  not  receive  any  petition  for  a  Private  Bill  later  than 
Tuesday  the  5th  day  of  May  next,  unless  such  Private  Bill  shall  have 
been  approved  by  the  High  Court  of  Justice ;  nor  any  petition  for  a 
Private  Bill  approved  by  the  High  Court  of  Justice  after  Thursday 
the  7th  day  of  May  next :  that  this  House  will  not  receive  any  Keport 
from  the  Judges  upon  petitions  presented  to  this  House  for  Private 
Bills  after  Thursday  the  7th  day  of  May  next." — {The  Earl  of  Onslow,) 

On  Question,  Motion  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  orders  be  printed  and  published,  and  affixed 
on  the  doors  of  this  House  and  Westminster  Hall.     (No.  38.) 

Lotteries    and    Advertisements.— Commons'    Message    of    Monday    last 
considered  (according  to  order.) 

Moved,  "  That  a  Committee  of  Five  Lords  be  appointed  to  join  with  a 
Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons  as  mentioned  in  the  said  Message 
to  consider  and  inquire  into  the  Law :  (I)  As  to  lotteries,  including 
the  sale  of  lottery  bonds,  competitions  for  prizes  which  involve  an 
element  of  chance,  and  advertisements  relating  thereto ;  (2)  as  to 
indecent  literature  and  pictures  and  advertisements  relating  to  things 
indecent  and  immoral ;  and  to  report  what  amendments,  if  any,  in  the 
law  are  necessary  or  desirable  " — The  Lord  Steward  {E.  Beauchamp) — 
Agreed  to,  and  ordered  accordingly. 

Then  a  Message  was  ordered  to  be  sent  to  the  House  of  Comnions  in 
answer  to  their  said  Message  to  inform  them  of  the  appointment  of  the  said 
Committee  by  this  House        1353 

Land  Values  (Scotland)  Bill  [Second  Reading].— -Order  of  the  Day  for  the 
Second  Heading  read. 

Lord  Herschell        1353 

Moved,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2^''— {Lord  Herschell) 

Viscount  Ridley      ..         1359 

Amendment  moved — 

"  To  leave  out  the  word  *  now '  in  order  to  insert  the  words  *  this 

day  six  months.'  ''—(Viscount  Ridley). 

r mount  St.  Aldvyn          ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...  1368 

The  Lord  Clumcellor  {Lord  Loreburn)        ...         ...         ...         ...         ...  1375 

Lord  Bcdfour  of  Burleigh  ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...  1384 

LordSaltoun           1390 

Moved,  "  That  the  debate  be  adjourned  until  To-morrow." — (The  Earl  of 
Mar  and  Kellie.) 

On  Question,  Motion  agreed  to  and  debate  adjourned  accordingly. 
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7'v  L^J  Pr*n'Uni  or  fh^  Council  (Thf  Earl  of  Crfw^) 1393 

Ho3fle  adjoamed  at  Twenty-five  minutes  past  Seren  o'dodc,  till 
To-niorrow,  hali-i>ast  Ten  o'clock. 
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Tl*:  Hoose  met  at  a  quarter  before  Three  of  the  Clock. 

PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

Bury  and  District  Joint  Water  Board  Bill. — Dublin  and  Sooth  Eastern 
Railway  Bill ;  Seaham  Harbour  Bill — As  amended  considered  :  to  be  read 
:he  third  time 1394 

Hnll  and  Bamsley  Railway  Bill. — Keponed  with  an  Amendmoit ;  Report 

v>  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed         1394 

Bailway  Bills  (Group  !>. — Mr.  Ashton  reported  from  tbo  Ck>mmittee  on 
Orvip  1  of  Railway  Bills  :  That  Mr.  Thomas  Richards  (Monmouth),  one  of 
the  Members  of  the  .said  Committee,  was  not  present  during  the  sitting 
of  the  Committee  this  day. 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table       1394 

Bailway  Bills  'Group  I.). — Mr.  Ashton  reported  from  the  Committee  on 
Gro'ip  1  of  Private  Bills :  That  Mr.  Stephen  Collins,  one  of  the  MembeiB 
of  the  said  Committee,  was  not  present  during  the  sitting  of  the  Committee 
this  day. 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table       13U4 

Mes-aoe  n:OM  THK  LoRDS. — That  they  have  passed  a  Bill,  intituled,  London 
County  Council  ^Tramways  and  Improvements)  Bill  [Lords.] 

Also  a  Bill,  intituled,  "  Rhymney  Railway  Bill "  [Lords]. 

And,  also,  a  Bill,  intituled,  Norwich  Union  Fire  Insurance  Society 
Bill   [Ix.rris]      1394 

Rhymney  lUilway  Bill  [h.lI  ;  Nor^vich  Union  Fire  Insurance  Society  BiD 
"H.l" — l^ead  1*  :  and  referred  to  the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private 
JJills.'  1395 

London  County  Council  (Tramways  and   Improyements)  Bill  [Lords.] 

PETITIONS. 

Children  BilL — Petition  in  favour :  to  lie  upon  the  Table        ...        • 1395 

Coal  Mines  'Eight  Hours;  (No.  2)  Bill. — Petition  against :  to  lie  upon  the 

Table      1395 

Elementary  Education  (England  and  Wales)  BilL— Petition  in  favour  ; 

Uj  lie  'jjy«n  the  Table ...  1395 

Licensed  Premises  ^Exclusion  of  Children).— Petitions  for  legislation  ;  to 

lie '3jx/n  the  Table         1395 

Licensing  Bill.— Seven  Petitions  against  ;   to  lie  upon  the  Table       1396 

Licensing  Bill. — Petitions  for  alteration  :  to  lie  upon  the  Table         1396 

Licensing  BilL — Thirteen  Petitions  in  favour ;  to  lie  upon  the  TaUe 1396 
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Moray  Firth  (Illegal  Trawling). — Petition  for  prevention  ;  to  lie  upon  the 

Table      1396 

Sale  of  Intoxicating  Liquor  on  Sunday  Bill.— Two  Petitions  in  favour ; 

to  lie  upon  the  Table 1396 

KETURNS  REPORTS,  &c. 
Irish  Land  OommlSSion. — Return  of  Advances ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table         ...  1396 

Explosion  at  Lord  Ashtown's  Lodge,  Qlenahienr,  Oounty  Waterford.— 

Reports  of  County  Inspector  Jennings,  Royal  Irish  Constabulary ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

Ooal  Exports,  Etc. — Return  presented,  relative  thereto ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table 
and  to  be  printed.     [No.  100.] 

Mile  End  Old  Town.— Report  upon  an  Inquiry  into  the  Administration  of  the 

Guardians  of  the  Hamlet  of  Mile  End  Old  Town ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table  ...  1397 

Postal  Agreement  (Mozambique). — Postal  Agreement  for  the  Exchange  of 
Postal  Parcels  between  the  Post  Office  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland  and  the  Post  Office  of  the  Portuguese  Colony  of 
Mozambique  ;  to  lie  on  the  Table       1397 

Post  Office  (Foreign  and  Oolonial  Parcel  Post).— Foreign  and  Colonial 

Parcel  Post  Amendment  (No.  16)  Warrant,  190^^,  to  lie  upon  the  Table  ...  1397 

Post  Office  (Foreign  and  Oolonial  Parcel  Post).— Foreign  and  Colonial 

Parcel  Post  Amendment  (No.  17)  Warrant,  1908  ,  to  lie  upon  the  Table  ...  1397 

QUESTIONS  AND  ANSWERS  CIRCULATED  WITH  THE  VOTES. 

Post  Office— Sick  Pay  of  Unestablished  Officers 1397 

Evicted  Tenants — Reinstatement  of  Mrs.  O'Shaughnessy  1398^ 

Reinstatement  of  Richard  Foy        1398 
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Register  of  Teachers 1410 

Burford  Grammar  School ...  ...1411 

Enfield  Small  Arms  Factory— Case  of  J.  West 1412 

Moray  Firth  Trawling  Dispute       ...  ...1413 

Montgomerie  and  Company  Ltd.  v.  The  Burgh  of  Haddingtonshire       ...  ...  1412 

Letting  of  Scottish  Sheep  Farms 1413 

Mrs.  Hegarty's  Bantur  Estattj         ...  ...1413 

Dromagh  Untenanted  Lands  1414 

The  Glenahiery  Outrage— District  Inspector  Preston's  Report  ...  ...  ...  1415 

City  of  Dublin  Registration  '         ...1423 

Ballyshannon  Police  Barracks         ...  ...  1494 

Blennerhasset  Estate,  Kerry  1425 

Irish  Land — Originating  Requests  ...  ...1426 

Sir  R.  Hudson's  Ca van  Estate         ...  ...  1426 

Royal  Irish  Constabulary 1427 

Irish  Congestive  Districts  Board  Fund       ...  ...  1427 

Harlech  Estate,  Sligo  1428 

Medical  Inspection  of  Irish  School  Children  ...  ...  1428 

Land  Purchase  at  Aghatubrid         1429 

"Whaling  Stations  on  Irish  Coasts ...  ...  1 430 

Finance  1431 

Scottish  Education  Bill        1432 

Message  from  the  Lords. — Lotteries  and  Advertisements — ^That  they  concur 
with  the  Commons  in  the  Resolution  of  this  House  communicated  to  them 
on  Monday  last,  "  That  it  is  expedient  that  a  Select  Committee  of  Five 
Members  of  this  House  be  appointed  to  join  with  a  Committee  of  an  equal 
number  of  lx)nls  to  consider  and  intjuire  into  the  law  (1)  as  to  lotteries, 
including  the  Side  of  lottery  Iwnds,  competitions  for  prizes  which  involve 
an  element  of  chance,  and  advertisements  relating  thereto;  (2)  as  to 
indecent  literature  and  pictures  and  advertisements  relating  to  things 
indecout  and  immoral :  and  to  rejwrt  what  amendments,  if  any,  in  the  law 
are  necessiiry  or  desirable,"  as  desired  by  this  House  ...  '      ...  ...  1432 

New    Memp.ek    Sworn. — Henry  Cubitt  Goooh,  esquire,  for  the  Borough  of 

Camberwell  (^Peokham  Division)  I433 

PK«>5>ixi'noN  OF  Offences  i Amendment)  [Expenses]. — Committee  to  con- 
sider of  authorising  the  payment  out  of  moneys  provided  by  Parlian&cnt 
of  Salaries,  and  remuneration,  and  of  any  e.\j)enses  that  may  be  incurred 
in  ]uii"suance  of  any  act  of  the  present  session  to  amend  the  Prosecution  of 
Ort'ences  Act^,  1^7^.>  and  18S4  (King's  Recommendation  signified),  To- 
morrow— {^[r.  Jrhitdt'i/.)         1433 

NK\V     BILLS. 

Cruelty  to   Animals    Bill. — To  be  read  a  second  time  upon  Monday,  6th 

April,  and  to  be  printed,     [l^ill  17i>] 1433 
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lallot  (Transferable  Vote)  Bill— To  be  read  a  second  time  upon  Friday, 

15th  May,  and  to  be  printed.     [Bill  177]      1434 

\rmj  (Annual)  Bill 

Considered  in  Committee. 
(In  the  Committee.) 

[Mr.  Emmott  (Oldham)  in  the  Chair.] 

Clause  2 — 

Mr,  Ashley  {Lancashire^  Blackpool)  I434 

Tlie  Secretary  of  State  for  War  (Mr.  HaldanCy  H(uldington)        ...         ...  1435 

Mr.  McCrae  (Edinhurgh,  E,)         I435 

Mr.  Conrthope  (Sussex^  Rye)  ...         I437 

Loi'd  Balcaires  {Lancashh  e,  Chorley)         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...  1 437 

Colonel  Seely  {Liverpool,  Abercrumby)       I439 

Amendment  negatived. 

Clause  3  : 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  the  clause  stand  part  of  the 
Bill." 

Mr.  Ashley  I44Q 

Mr.  Haldane         I44O 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided : — Ayes,  208 ;  Noes,  64.     (Division  List,  No.  51.) 

Clauses  4  and  5  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Ashley  ...         I443 

New  Clause — 

"(1)  Subject  to  the  provisions  of  this  section  no  recruit  shall,  after 
the  passing  of  this  Act,  be  enlisted  in  the  Regular  Forces  unless  he  can 
produce  a  certificate  of  his  birth  to  the  recruiter,  nor  unless  he  is  eighteen 
years  of  age. 

"  (2)  A  recruit  may  be  enlisted  without  the  previous  production  of 
his  birth  certificate  if  the  approving  officer  shall  be  satisfied  that  every 
reasonable  effort  had  been  made  to  obtain  such  certificate,  and  that  it  is 
not  practicable  to  obtain  it,  but  in  that  case  such  officer  shall  state  in 
writing  what  steps  have  been  taken  to  obtain  such  certificate,  and  why  he 
is  of  opinion  that  it  is  impracticable  to  obtain  it. 

"^3)  A  recruit  may  be  enlisted  who  is  known  or  believed  by  the 
approving  officer  to  be  more  than  seventeen,  but  less  than  eighteen  years  of 
age,  if  such  approving  officer  be  of  opinion  that,  by  reason  of  exceptional 
physical  health  and  development,  such  recruit  will  make  an  efficient 
soldier ;  but  in  that  case  such  officer  shall  state  in  writing  the  height, 
weight,  and  chest  measurement  of  such  recruit,  and  any  other  circum- 
stances which  shall  appear  to  such  officer  to  justify  the  enlistment  of  such 
re«ruit.  Every  written  statement  made  by  an  approving  officer  in  pur- 
suance of  this  section  shall  be  transmitted  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  a 
return  of  all  such  statements  made  in  any  year  shall  be  laid  before  Parlia- 
ment not  later  than  the  presentation  of  the  annual  Army  Estimates  to  the 
House  of  Commons  in  the  following  year." — {Mr.  Ashley). 

Brought  up  and  read  a  first  time. 

Motion  made  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  the  clause  be  read  a  second 
time." 

Mr.  T.  L.  Corbeit  (Down,  X)       I446 

Mr.  Courtney  JVarncr  {Staffoi'dshire,  Lichfield) I447 
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The  Committee  divided  :  Ayes,  G7  ;  Noes,  241.     (Division  List  No.  62.) 

Mr.  Ashley 1461 

New  clause — 

"  Amendment  of  Army  Act,  1881,  Section  42,  by  substituting  *  Chief 
of  the  General  Staff'  for  *  Commander-in-Chief.'  " — (Mr.  Ashley.) 

Brought  up,  and  read  the  first  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  the  Clause  be  read  a  second 
time." 

Viscount  Castlereaqh  (Maidstone) 1462 

Mr.Haldam        ^ 1462 

Mr.  Lambton  1464 

Mr.  Mitchell-Thomson        1464 

Earl  JFinterton  (Sussex,  Horsham)  1464 

Mr.ClaudeHay 1466 

Captain  Craig        1466 
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Sir  Cliarles  Dilke  ( Gloucestershire,  Forest  of  Dean )  1468 

Mr.  Carlile  (Hertfordshire,  St.  Albans) 1469 

Mr.  T.  A.  Corbeti 1470 

Mr.  Courthope        1471 

Sir  F.  Banbury      1472 

Mr.  Haldane  1472 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided  : — Ayes,  71  ;  Noes,  243.    (Division  List  No.  53.) 

Mr.  Ashley 1475 

New  clause — 

"  To  amend  Clause  136  of  the  Army  Act,  1881,  by  omitting  the 
words  *  or  by  any  Royal  Warrant  for  the  time  being.'  " — (Mr.  Ashley.) 

Brought  up,  and  read  a  first  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  the  clause  be  read  a  second 

time." 

Mr,  Haldane  1476 

Question  put  and  negatived. 

Mr,  Ashley...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...  1477 

New  clause — 

"  To  amend  Clause  137  of  the  Army  Act,  1881."— (J//-.  Ashley.) 

Brought  up,  and  read  a  first  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,   "  That  the  clause  be  read  a  second 

time." 

Mr,  Haldane         ...         ...         ...         ...         •.«         •••         •••         •••  1477 
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Question  put  and  negatived. 

Mr.ClaudeHay 1478 

Mr,  Haldane  H78 

Captain  Craig        ...  1479 

New  Clause — 

"To  omit  Section  44  of  the  Army  Act,  1881."— (Copto'n  Craig,) 
Brought  up,  and  read  a  first  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Questioil  proposed;  "  That  this  Clause  be  read  a  second 
time." 

Mr.Halda/M         1479 

New  clause,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Schedule. 

Mr.  Haldam         1480 

ViscotiiU  HelmsUy  (Yorkshire,  N.R.,  Thirsk)      1480 

Schedule  agreed  to. 

Bill  reported  without  Amendment. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  third 
time." — Mr,  Haldane. 

Sir  Charles  Dilke 1481 

Mr.  Claiide  Hay 1481' 

Mr,  Haldane  1481 

Mr,  Carlile  1482 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

Oonsolidated  Fund  (No.  1)  Bill.— [Third  Reading].— Motion  made  and 
Question  proposed,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  third  time." 

Mr,  Claude  Hay ...1482 

The  Postmaster-General  {Mr,  Sydney  Buxton,  Tower  Hamlets,  Poplar)    ...  1484 

Mr,  Carlile 1485 

Viscount  Falentia  (Oxford)  1486 

Lord  Bakarres  (Lancashire,  Chorley)       1488 

Mr.  Miichell'Thomson        1489 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Adjourn B£ENT. — Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "Thiat  this  House  do 
now  adjourn," — (Mr.  Whiteky), 

Mr,  George  WhiUley         1490 

Visc(mnt  Vdentia 1490 

Sir  Charles  Dilke 1489 

Mr,  Haldane  ...  1491 

Lord  Balcaires       ...         ...         1491 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Adjourned  accordingly  at  Six  minutes  before  Plight  o'clock. 
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PRIVATE    BILL    BUSINESS. 

Oambrian  Railways  Bill  [h.l].— Presented  ;  read  P;  and  referred  to  the 

Examiners         \i^^ 

London  and  Windsor  Motor  Roadff,  Tramroads,  and  TramWayd  Bill 

[h.l.].— Ordered,  that  the  Bill  be  not  further  proceeded  with       1493 
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Amendments ...   1493 
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Audenshaw  Urban  District  Council  Bil)[H.L.]. — Reported  with  Amendments  1493 

Argentine  North  Eastern  Railway  Bill  [h.l.].— Read  2»  (according  to 

order),  and  committed  for  Wednesday  next ...  1493 

Oamberwell    and    other    Metropolitan  Borough   Oouncils   (Super- 
annuation Bill  [h.l.]. — Read  3%  and  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Commons  1493 

PETITION. 

Land  Values  (Scotland)  Bill.— Petition  against ;   read,  and  ordered  to  lie 

on  the  Table      1492 

RETURNS,    REPORTS,    &c. 

South  Africa. — Correspondence  relating  to  the  recruitment  of  labpur  in  the 

Nyasaland  Protectorate  for  the  Transvaal  and  Southern  Rhodesia  Mines  1493 

Board  of   Education. — List  of    Public   Elementary   Schools  and  Certified 
Efficient  Schools  in  Wales. 

Presented  (by  Command),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table     1493 

Lunacy  (Scotland). — General  rules  for  the  management  of  the  Edinburgh 

.- .^  District  Asylum.     Ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table         ...  1494 

Business  of  the  House.— Standing  Order  No.  XXXIX.  considered  (according 
..-—to  Order),  and  suspended  for  this  day's  sitting         ...         ...  1494 

Oonsolidated  Fund  (No.  1)  BiU.— Brought  from  the  Commons.     Read  1*; 

and  Standing  Order  No.  XXXIX.  having  been  suspended,  Read  2*  (The 
Lord  Privy  Seal  (M.  llipon).     Committee  negatived.     Bill  read  3%  and 
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Army  Annual    Bill.— Brought  from  the  Commons.     Read  1%  and  to  be 

printed.     ^No.  40)       1494 

Land  Values  (Scotland)  Bill. — Order  of  the  day  read  for  resuming  the 
adjourned  debate  on  the  Amendment  to  the  Motion  for  the  Second 
Reading,  viz.,  '*That  the  Bill  be  read  2*  this  day  six  months." 

The  Earl  of  Mar  and  Kellie         1494 

Lord  Belhaven  and  Stenton           ...         ...         ...          ...          ...          ...  1 499 

The  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  {The  Earl  of  Elgin)          1500 

The  Earl  of  Cranhrook      1503 

hnd  Ahinger         1504 

The  Marquess  of  La^u^downe         ...         1505 

The  Lord  President  of  the  Council  {The  Earl  of  Crewe) 1515 

The  Earl  of  Wemyss          1521 

Amendment  (by  leave  of  the  House)  withdrawn  ;  Then  the  original  Motion 
agreed  to ;  Bill  Read  2*  accordingly,  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  House. 

Sunday  Oloaing  (Shops)  Bill  [h.l.].— House  in  Committee  (according  to 
Order.) 

[The  Earl  of  Onslow  in  the  Chair.] 

Clauses  1  and  2  agreed  to. 

Clause  3 : 

Lord  Orammore  and  Browne 1523 
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Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  1,  line  26,  to  leave  out  from  the  beginning  of  para- 
graph (a)  to  the  word  'mentioned'  in  line  27,  and  to  msert  the 
words  *  The  sale  or  offering  for  sale  of  any  of  the  articles.' " — {Lord 
Oranmore  and  Brovme) 

Lord  Avebury 1524 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Lord  Oraninore  and  Browne 1524 

Amendment  moved — 

"In  Clause  3,  page  2,  line  13,  to  leave  out  the  word  *nine' 
and  to  insert  the  word  *  eleven.' —  {Lord  Orammore  and  Brovme.) 

Lord  Avebury 1525 

Lord  Ashbourne  1525 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Lord  Oranmore  and  Brovme 1526 

Amendment  moved — 

"In  page  2,  line  21,  to  leave  out  the  words  *or  herbalist.'" — 
{Lord  Oranmore  and  Brovme.) 

Lord  Avebury 1526 

The  Earl  of  Crewe       1526 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Clause  3  agreed  to. 

Clause  4  agreed  to. 

Clause  5  : 

Lord  Svxiyihling  1527 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  line  34,  after  *  1677  '  to  insert  the  words  *  Provided  always 
that  where  the  person  alleged  to  have  committed  the  offence  being  a 
person  professing  the  Jewish  religion  (1)  has  not  kept  his  shop  open 
for  the  purpose  of  his  trade,  or  sold  or  exposed  or  offered  for  sale  any 
article  from  sunset  on  the  Friday  to  sunset  on  the  Saturday  immediately 
preceding  the  alleged  offence ;  and  (2)  has  not  employed  for  the  purpose 
of  his  trade  on  the  Sunday  on  which  the  offence  is  alleged  to  have  been 
committed  any  person  other  than  a  person  professing  the  Jewish  religion, 
the  consent  required  by  the  Sunday  Observation  Prosecution  Act,  1871, 
shall  not  be  given  unless  the  offence  shall  have  been  committed  after 
the  hour  of  Three  p.m.   on  such  Sunday.'" — {Lord  Swaythling.) 

Lord  Avebury   ...         ...  ...  ...         ...         ...         ...         .  .  1528 

Earl  Beauchamp  ...  1520 

Lord  Balfour  of  Burleir/h  ...  ...         ...         ...         ...         ...  1539 

Lord  Stavley  of  Alderley  ...  ..  1531 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Clause  5  agreed  to. 

Clause  6  : 

Lord  Oranmore  and  Brovme    .  .  »•«         1531 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  2,  line  35,  after  the  word  *  apply '  to  insert  the  words 
*  in  England '  and  after  the  word  *  State '  to  insert  the  words  *  in 
Scotland  to  the  Secretary  for  Scotland,  and  in  Ireland  to  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant.'  " — {Lord  Oranmore  and  Brovme.) 
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On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 
Consequential  Amendments  agreed  to. 
Clause  6,  as  am^ei^ded,  agreed  to. 
Clause  7  : 

Drafting  Amendment  agreed  to. 
Clause  .7,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 
Schedule : 

JA)wi  Oramnore -and  Brovme 1531 

Amendment  moved — 

"In  line  15,  to  leave  out  the  words  'sweets  for  immediate  con- 
sumption "  and  to  insert  the  words  *  sweetmeats,  fruit,  and  cooked  ftsh, 
meat  and  eggs." — {Lord  Oranmare  and  Browne,) 

Lord  Avebury 1532 

Lord  Ashhowme  ...         1532 

.^men^^ient,  .ty  leave,  withd^wn. 

Clause  6  agreed  to. 

Eemaining  clause  agreed  to. 

Bill  re-committed  to  the    Standing    Committee,  and   to   be    printed    as 
amended  (No.  41.) 

Small  Holdings. 

The  Earl  of  Stradbroke  1533 

The  President  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  (Earl  Carrington)    1534 
The  Earl  of  Onslow      1535 

The  Importation  of  Hay  and  Straw. 

The  Earl  of  Onslow        1536 

Post  Office  Oonsolidation  Bill  [h.l.J. — A  Bill  to  consolidate  enactments 
relating  to  the  Post  Office  was  presented  by  the  Lord  Granard  {E. 
G^ra7ia7Y^  ;  read  1%  and  to  be  printed.     (No.  42)     1537 

^ouse  adjourned  at  half-past  Seven  o'clock,  till  To-morrow,  half 
past  Ten  o'clpck. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS,   THURSDAY,  26th  MARCH,  1908. 
The  House  met  at  a  quarter  before  Three  of  the  Clock. 

PRIVATE    BILL    BUSINESS. 
Private  Bills  (Standing  Orders  66  and  67  not  Complied  with). 

Ards  and  BanfifOr  Railways  Bill. — Ordered,  that  the  Repc^rt  be  referred  to 

the  Select  Committee  on  Standing  Orders 1 538 

Finchlev  Urban  District   Conncil  Bill.— As  amended,  considered  ;  to  be 

read  the  third  time       1538 

Dublin   Oorporation   (Various    Powers)    Bill   (By  Order).— -Order  for 

Second  Reading  read,  and  discharged. — Bill  withdrawn     1638 

DrayCOtt  Oas  Bill. — Reported,  with  Amendments;  Report   to  lie  upon  the 

Table,  and  to  be  printed  1538 

Great  Eastern  Railway  (General  Powers)  Bill ;  Dartf ord  Gas  Bill ; 
Wishaw  Burgh  Electricity,  &o..  Bill. — Reported,  with  Amendments; 
Reports  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed 1588 


TABLE  OF  CONTENTS.  Ixix 

or.  26.]  /^ 

PETITIONS. 

lementary  Education  (England  and  WalBs)  Bill.— Petition  for  altera- 
tion;  to  lie  upon  the  Table    16S8 

LCensing  Bill. — Five  Petitions  against;  to  lie  upon  the  Table         1638 

icensing  BilL— Eight  Petitions  in  favour ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table  ...  1538 

ioray  Firth  (Illegal  Trawling). — Three  Petitions  for  prevention ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table 1539 

ile  of  Intoxicating  Liquors  on  Sunday  Bill— Two  Petitions  in  favour  ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table 1539 

RETURNS,    REPORTS,    &c. 

oard  of  Education.— List  of  Public  Elementary  Schools  and  Certified 
Efficient  Schools  in  Wales ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table 1589 

ational  Schools  (Ireland).— Return  presented,  relative  thereto  ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table  1689 

ourt  of  Probate  Division  (Hi^h  Oourt  of  Justice)  (Ireland).— Annual 
Account ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table        1539 

)Uth  AfHca. — Correspondence  relating  to  the  Recruitment  of  Labour  in  the 
Nyasaland  Protectorate  for  the  Transvaal  and  Southern  Rhodesia  Mines ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table 1539 

linacy  (Scotland). — General  Rules  for  the  management  of  the  Edinburgh 
District  Asylum;  to  lie  upon  the  Table       1589 

QUESTIONS  AND  ANSWERS  CIRCULATED  WITH  THE  VOTJSS. 

dlfd St  Telegraphic  Delays 1589 

ilcoman  Evicted  Farm      1540 

Dolcappa  Untenanted  Lands  ...  1540 

lanagolden  Untenanted  Lands     ...         ...         .^        1541 

3ur8e  Gambling      ...         ...         ...         ...         1541 

e-Direction  of  Lodgers  Letters     ...         ...         ...         ...         ...  1541 

08t  Office  Telegraph  Overseers 1542 

idian  Public  Companies     ...         ...         ...  1642 

idian  Garrison         ...  1542 

idian  Immigration ...   1542 

ushtia — Attempted  Assassination  of  Mr.  Hickinbotham  ...  1543 

rawlers  in  the  Moray  Firth  1544 

ralee  Railway  Goods  Rates  ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         1544 

ish  Exports  Statistics        ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...  1546 

allylongf ord  Untenanted  Lands    ...         ...  ...  ...         ...  ...  ...  1 546 

ritish  Postal  Agencies  in  China    ...  ...  ...         ...  ...  ...         ...  1547 

ritish  and  Indian  Armies  .. .         ...  ...  ...  1548 

avy  Engine  Room  Department     ...         ...         .  .         ...         ...         .  .         ...  1549 

aph  Travelling  Post  Offices  1550 

aaham  Harbour  P  I       i     s 1551 

j^tation  at  the  a  1551 


Ixx  TABLE    OF    CONTENTS. 

Mwr.  26.]  -Pfl^ 

Imports  of  Peat-MoBS  Litter  1552 

Bumf oot  Prosecution  for  Cruelty  to  Cattle  15^2 

Great  Southern  and  Western  Railway  Dispute 15^3 

Harrow  Schools         •••  l^^^ 

Income  Tax 1554 

Kilbrin  Evicted  Tenant 1555 

Funerals  of  Indian  and  Crimean  Veterans 1555 

Sub-Target  Eifle  Machine  Trials      1556 

QUESTIONS  IN  THE  HOUSE. 

Destruction  of  Cordite         1556 

Stock  of  Cordite       1556 

Norwegian  Granite  for  Haulbowline  Works         1 557 

CoDHumptive  Soldiers  1558 

New  Forest  Manoeuvres       1568 

Cordite  and  Mercuric  Chloride        1569 

Fife  Garrison  Artillery  Militia        1561 

Army  Quartermastors  and  Riding  Masters  1561 

Army  Pensions  1562 

Yeomanry  and  Territorial  Army 1 562 

Cakijanu  the  Zulu 1563 

Colonial  Crown  Agents  Office  Administration       1563 

St.  Helena      1564 

Deportation  of  Sick  Chinese  from  the  Transvaal 1564 

Repatriation  of  Chinese        1565 

The  Algeciras  Convention ...  1565 

Mecca  Pilgrims         1565 

Panama  Labour         ..  1566 

Cotton  Cultivation  in  Egypt  1566 

Cordite  Dispute  with  Messrs.  Kynoch        ...         ...  1566 

Privileged  Cabs  at  London  Railway  Stations         1 567 

The  All  Red  Route 1567 

Automatic  Couplings  ...  ...         1568 

Scarlet  Fever  in  London      1568 

Danish  Bacon  and  Lard        ...         ...  ...         ...  ...  ...  1569 

Postage  to  xMorocco 1570 

Newfoundknd  Newspaper  Rates 1570 

Castle  Morton  Schoolroom ...         1571 

The  Imperial  College  of  Science      1572 

Medical  Irmpection  of  Irish  School  Children  1572 

Teachers  Registration  Council         *      1573 

Marble  Arch  Improvement  ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...  1573 

Imports^of  Foreign  Straw 1574 

Tobacco  Growing  in  Scotland  ^         1574 

Mail  Service  Contracts        1575 


TABLE   OF  CONTENTS.  Ixxi 

ir,  26.]  Page 

ilicensed  Money  Lending  ...         ...         1576 

reign  Trawlers  in  the  North  Sea  1576 

all  Landholders  (Scotland)  Bill  1578 

^ttish  Congestion  and  Migration  ...         1579 

npbeltown  Sheriff's  Judgment  on  Trawling  1579 

►ttish  Herring  Fishery     1580 

uiey  and  Shetland  Vigilance  Case  1581 

msby  Trawlers  in  the  Moray  Firth       1581 

de  Herring  Fishery         1582 

.lee  Goods  Rates 1583 

uds  on  Irish  Industries 1583 

h  Exports  1585 

e  of  Minnie  Walsh  1585 

ies  Outrage  ...         ...  1585 

ingar  Outrage      1585 

odford  Outrage 1586 

3tmeath  Cattle  Drive       1587 

rage  on  the  Butler  Estate  1587 

ry more  Outrage 1588 

•den  Estate  Evicted  Tenants      1588 

try  Estate  1589 

tehill  Labourers' Cottages  1589 

^ay  Outrage         ...         ...         ...  1590 

lin  Port  Dues       1591 

nsing  Compensation        ...         ...         ...         ...         ...  1592 

ernment  Licensed  Property        1593 

tish  Advocates 1593 

its  of  Private  Members 1594 

iNESS  OF  THE  House      1595 

ECTiON  (Standing  Committees). 

Sir  William  Brampton  Gurdon  reported  from  the  Committee  of  Selection ; 
That  they  had  discharged  the  following  Members  from  Standing 
Committee  A  (in  respect  of  the  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes 
(Ireland)  Bill) :  Mr.  Attorney-General,  Mr.  Secretary  Gladstone,  and 
Mr.  Herbert  Samuel ;  and  had  appointed  in  substitution  (in  respect  of 
the  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  (Ireland)  Bill :  Mr.  Attorney- 
General  for  Ireland,  Mr.  Solicitor-General  for  Ireland,  and  Mr.  Birrell. 

Sir  William  Brampton  Gurdon  further  reported  from  the  Committee : 
That  they  had  added  to  Standing  Committee  A  the  following  Fifteen 
Members  (in  respect  of  the  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  (Ireland) 
Bill) :  Mr.  Clancy,  Mr.  William  O'Brien,  Mr.  Healey,  Mr.  Nannetti, 
Mr.  John  Redmond,  Mr.  Hayden,  Mr.  Harrington,  Mr.  Field,  Mr. 
William  Redmond,  Mr.  Glover,  Mr.  Summerbell,  Mr.  Campbell,  Mr. 
Guinness,  Mr.  Lonsdale,  and  Mr.  Barrie. 

Reports  to  lie  upon  the  Table       1596 

3AQE  FROM  THE  LoRDS. — That  they  have  agreed  to :    Consolidated  Fund 
(No.  1)  Bill,  without  Amendment       ...         ...  ...  1596 


bodi  TABLE   OP   ODNT£NT& 

Mar.  26.\  Page 

XEW  BILI^. 

Town  Planning,  etc.,  BiU.— To  be  read  a  aeeond  time   Dpon- 
[leaday  next,  and  to  be  printed.     [Bill  178]     1596 

Friendly  Societies  Bill.— To  be  read  a  second  time  apon  Wednesdaj  next, 

and  to  be  printed.     [BiU  179] 1597 

LicenBing  (Scotland)  Amendment  BilL— To  be  read  a  second  time  npon 

Wedneeday,  8th  April,  and  to  be  printed.     [Bill  180]        1597 

Education  (Scotland). 

The  Secretary  f(^  Scotland  {Mr.  Sinclair^  Forfar  1597 

Motion  made,  and  Question,  '^  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  amend 
the  Laws  relating  to  Education  in  Scotland ;  and  for  other  purposea 
connected  therewith,''  put,  and  agreed  to.  Bill  ordered  to  be  Dirmgiit 
in  by  Mr.  Sinclair,  the  Lord  Advocate  and  Mr.  SoliciUHr^Generad  for 
Scotland. 

Education  (Scotland)  Bill— ''  To  amend  ihe  Laws  relating  to  Education  in 
Scotland ;  and  for  other  purposes  connected  therewith,''  presented  accord- 
ingly, and  read  the  first  time  ;  to  be  read  a  second  time  upon  Monday 
next,  and  to  be  printed.     [Bill  181.] 

Business  of  the  House  (Supply).— Ordered,  **That  the  proceedings  on  the 
Kesolution  relating  to  Prosecution  of  Offences  (Amendment)  [Expenses] 
have  precedence  this  day  of  the  Business  of  Supply."— (if r.  AsquM.) 

Motion  made,  and  Question  put,  "  That  the  Proceedings  on  the  Business  of 
Supply,  if  under  discussion  at  Eleven  o'clock  this  night,  be  not 
interrupted  under  the  Standing  Order  (Sittings  of  the  House)/' — 
(Mr.  Asquith.) 

The  House  divided  :— Ayes,  281 ;  Noes,  62.     (Division  List  No.  54.)       ...  1602 

Peosbcution  of  Offences  (Amendment)  [Expenses]. 

Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

[Mr.  Emmott  (Oldham)  in  the  chair.] 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  it  is  expedient  to  authorise 
the  payment  out  of  moneys  provided  by  Parliament  of  the  salaries  and 
remuneration  of  the  Director  of  Public  Prosecutions  and  assistant 
directors  appointed  under  any  Act  of  the  present  session  to  amend  the 
Prosecution  of  Offences  Acts,  1879  and  1884,  and  of  the  Expenses 
incurred  in  pursuance  of  such  Act." — (Mr.  Attorney-Geiieial.) 

Sir  F.  Banbwry  (City  of  London) 1605 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  At  the  end  of  the  Question  to  add  the  words  *  such  salaries  not  to 
exceed  four  thousand  pounds  in  all.' " — (Sir  Frederick  Banbury.) 
Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  added. " 

Mr.  Claude  Hay  (Shoreditch,  Hoxton)       

Mr.  Evelyn  Cecil  (Aston  Manor) 

.The  Attorney-General  (Sir  W.  llcibson,  South  Shields) 

Sir  F.  Banbury      

Sir  W.  Robson       

Mr.  Claude  Hay 

Captain  Craig  (Down^  E.) ^^^H... 

Question  put.  ^^^V 

The  Committee  divided  :  Ayes,  49  ;  Noes,  27SJ  |.  ilKolUS.) 
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Original  Question  put,  and  8  greed  to. 

Resolved,  '^  That  it  is  expedient  to  authorise  the  payment  out  cf 
moneys  provided  by  Parliament  of  the  salaries  and  remuneration  of  the 
Director  of  Poblio  Prosecutions  and  assistant  directors  appointed  under 
any  Act  of  the  present  session  to  amend  the  Prosecution  of  Offences  Acts, 
1879  and  1884,  and  of  the  Expenses  incurred  in  pursuance  of  such  Act.'' 
Kesolution  to  be  reported  upon  Monday  next. 

Supply  (Civil  Services  and  Revenue  Departments  Estimates).— Order 
for  Committee  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  Mr.  Speaker  do  now  leave 
the  Chair." 

Mr.  Kettle  (Tyrme,  E.)     1622 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  To  leave  out  from  ihe  word  *  That,'  to  the  end  of  the  Question, 
in  order  to  add  the  words  '  the  cost  of  Administration  in  Ireland  is 
excessive,  is  unduly  burdensome  to  the  people  of  that  country,  and  is 
steadily  increasing;  that  the  expenditure  is  not  subject  to  Irish 
control  and  is  not  allocated  or  administered  in.  £uch  a  way  as  to 
promote  efficiency  in  government  or  national  well-being ;  that,  so  far 
from  alleviating  the  injury  inflicted  on  Ireland  by  ove^taxation,  this 
waste  of  her  resources  on  certain  services  tends  rather  to  aggravate 
it ;  and  that  this  condition  of  affairs  constitutes  an  intolerable  griev- 
ance and  demands  the  immediate  attention  of  Parliament — {Mr, 
Kettle)— instead  thereof." 

Question  jproposed,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  pirt  of 
the  Question." 

The  Vice-Presuhnt  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture  fo7*  Ireland  {Mr,  T. 

fF,  Hussell  {Tyrone,  S.)  1G3S> 

Mr,  Walter  Long  {Dublin,  S,)       iGli 

Mr,  Flynn  {Cork,  N.)        lt,48 

Mr,  Barrie  {Londonderry,  N,)      1654r 

Mr,  Mooney  {Newry)  1657 

Mr,  J,  F.  Mason  (Windsor)         1661 

Mr,  T,  L.  Corbett  {Doum,  N) 1664^ 

Mr,  J.  P,  Farrell  {Longford,  N,)  1665- 

ViscouiU  Castlerengh  {Maidstone) 1667 

Mr.  T.  P,  O'Connor  (Liverpool,  Scotland) 1670 

Mr,  Vemey  {Buckinghamshire,  N,)  1675 

The  Chief  Secrelart/  for  Ireland  { Mr.  Birrell,  Bristol,  N.)  1676. 

Mr.  Wyndham  {Dover)  ...  168& 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Original  Question  again  proposed. 

Sit  F.  Banhiry 169^ 

Mr.  RuNClMAN  rose  in  his  place  and  claimed  to  move,  *'That  the  Question 

be  now  put." 

Question  put,  "  That  the  Question  be  now  put." 

The  House  divided  :— Ayes,  182 ;  Noes,  31.     (Division  List,  No.  56  ) 

Main  Question  put  accordingly,  and  agreed  to. 

lOFPLY. 

Considered  in  Committee. 
(Itj  the  Committee.) 

riL    SttlUirKS    >WD         rVENUE    DEPARTMENTS     ESTIMATES,     1908-9. — Com- 

mitt^'e  repji^  to  sit  again  upon  Monday  next      169^ 

IB8.1  / 
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Daylight  Saving  Bill. — Bead  a  second  time. 

Bill  committed  to  a  Select  Committee. — (Mr.  Robert  Pearce)  ...         ...   169^ 

Adjournment. — Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  the  House  do 
now  adjourn." 

Sir  F.  Banbury      1699 

J/r.  Runciman       ...  ...  1699 

Lord  Balairres  ( Lancashire,  Choiiey)       ...         ...         ...         ...  ...  1699 

Mr,  Morton  {Sutherland)   ...         ...  ...  1700 

Mr,  Gretton  {Rutland)        1700 

Viscount  Helmsley  {Yorkshire,  N.R.,  Thirsk)        ...         ...         ...  ...  1700 

Mr.  J,  A.  Pease 1700 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Adjourned  at  twenty-seven  minutes  after  Eleven  o'clock. 
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Commission. — The  following  Bills  received  the  Royal  Assent : — 

1.  Consolidated  Fund  (No.  1.) 

2.  Transfer  of  Training  Colleges  (Scotland)  OrJer  Confirmation. 

3.  Clyde  Navigation  (Superannuation)  Order  Confirmation. 

i.  Madras  Railway  Company  (Annuities)         ...  ...   1701 


HOUSE    OF    COMMONS  :     FRIDAY,    27th    MARCH,    1908. 

The  House  met  at  12  noon  of  the  Clock. 

Commissions. — Message  to  attend  the  Lords  Commissioners. 
The  House  went,  and,  having  returned. 
Mr.  Speaker  reported  the  Royal  Assent  to,  four  Bills       ...  ...         ...   1701 

PRIVATE    BILL    BUSINESS. 

City  of  Glasgow  Bill. — Read  the  third  time,  and  passed         1701 

Motherwell  Burgh  Extension,  etc.,  Bill.— Reported,  with  Amendments; 
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PETITIONS. 

Dairies  (Scotland)  Bill. — Petition  in  favour  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table  ...         ...   1702 

Elementary  Education  (England  and  Wales)  Bill. — Petition  in  favour ;  to 

lie  upon  the  Table        1702 
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lie  upon  the  Table         '  ...   1702 
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the  Table  1702 
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Open  Spaces  (Scotland)  Bill— Petition  for  alteration;  two  lie  upon  the  Table  1702 
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lie  upon  the  Table         1702 

EETUKNS,  REPORTS,  <fec. 

Workmen's  Insurance  (Germany).— Return  presented,  relative  thereto;  to 

lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.     [No.  102] 1703 

Shop   Hours  Act,   1904. — Order  made   by   the  Urban   District  Council  of 

Donaghadee,  to  lie  upon  the  Table     1603 

Turkey  (No.  1,  1908). — Further  correspondence  respecting  Proposals  by  His 

Majesty's  (xovernment  for  Refer Jis  in  Macedonia;  to  lie  upon  the  Table  ...  1703 

Bevenue  (Collection  of  Taxes). — Return  presented,  relative  thereto  ;  to  lie 

upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.     [No.  103]         1703 

Births,  Deaths,  Marriages,  and  Vaccination  (Scotland).— The  Fifty-third 

Annual  Report  to  he  upon  the  Table 1703 

Housing  Conditions  (Scotland).— Return  showing  the  Housing  Conditions  of 

the  Population  of  Scotland;  to  lie  upon  the  Table 1703 

Bailway  and   Canal   Traffic  Acts,  1864  to  1894.— Nineteenth  Annual 

Report ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table  .. .         1703 

QUESTIONS    AND    ANSWERS    CIRCULATED    WITH    THE    VOTES. 

Pay  of  Bexhill  Telegraphists  1703 

Post  Office  Telephones— Pay  of  Stutf        1704 

Moneylenders  and  Lord  Mayor's  Court  Actions 1704 

Age  Retirement  in  the  Inland  Reven ue  Service 1 705 

YardCraftNo.il 1705 

Swine  Fever 1706 

Dismissal  of  Sir  Arthur  Vicars       1706 

Lay  Catholics  educated  at  Maynooth  College       1709 

The  J.  W.  Leahy  Estate  Dispute 1709 

Registration  of  Clubs  (Ireland)  Bill.— Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

Mr,  Slmm  (Belfaat,  IF.) 1710 

Motion   made,   and   Question   proposed,  "That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a 
second  time." — (Mr,  Sloim.) 

Mr.  Patrick  JVhite  {Meath,  X.) 1714 

Mr.  Cntui  {Co-rky  *S'./>.)       ...  ...  ...         ...  ...  ...         ...   1715 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  To  leave  out  the  word  *  now  '  and  at  end  of  the  Queetion  to  add 
the  words  *  upon  this  day  six  months.'  "—  (Mr,  White), 
<3uestion  proposed,  "  That  the  word  *  now '  stand  part  of  the  Question." 

Mr.  J,  P,  Nannetti  {Dublin,  College  Green)  1717 

Sir  F,  Banbury  {City  of  Lomlon)  ,.,         ...      • 1720 

Mr.  Hart-Davie s  {Hackney,  X) 1 7  2 .3 

The    Vice-President   of   tLi   Department   of   Agriculture  and   Technical 

Instruction,  Irdaml  {Mr.  T.  JF,  Unwell,  Tijrone,  S.)  172.1 


Ixxvi  TABLE  OF  CONTENTS 

Mar.  27.J  Page 

Mr,  Barrie  {Londondeni/,  N.)       1728 

Mr.  ff^att  (Glasgow,  College)          1729 

Mr.  Farrell  {Longford,  N.) ...1730 

Mr.  J,  Devlin  (Belfast,  }F.)          17M 

Mr.  William  Eedmond  (Clare,  E ) 1733 

Mr.  T.  L.  Corbett  (Dovm,  E.)        1737 

Lord  B.  Cecil  (Marylebone,  E.)      ...  1737 

Mr.  fF.  E.  Harvey  (Derbyshire,  K.E  )      1740 

Mr.  J.  MacVeagh  (Dovm,  S.)        1742 

Mr.  B.  Duncan  (Lanarkshire,  Govan)        ...         ...         ...         ...          ...  1744 

Amendment  put,  and  negatived. 

Main  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  put,  ''That  the  Bill  be  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  House." — (Sir  F.  Bardnmj.) 

The  House  divided  :— Ayes,  26  ;  Noes,  140.     (Division  List  No.  57.) 

Parliamentary  Elections  (Disqualittcation  Removal)  Bill.— Order  for 
Second  Heading  read. 

Mr.  Marnham  (Surrey,  Chertsey)  ...         ...         ...         ...         ...  ...   1747 

Mr.  Croydon  Marks  (Cormoall,  Launceston)  1749 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  ^*  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time." 

Sir  F.  Banbury       1750 

Mr.  GouLDiNG  (Worcester)  called  attention  to  the  fact  that  forty  Members 
were  not  present. 

House  counted,  and  forty  Members  not  being  present — 

The  House  was  adjourned  at  Two  minutes  past  Four  of  the  Clock 
till  Monday  next. 
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March  1 3th,  1908.      Mr.  Brace's  Speech. 
In  Col.  52,  line  24,  for  "  U  "  read  "  40." 

March  23rd,  1908.     Bishop  of  St.  David's  Speech. 

In  Col.  1020,  line  46,  fo7'  "  declared  carried  by  the  mayor  "  re^d  "  supported  by 
2  out  of  25  members  present." 

March  23rd,  1908.     Mr.  Churchill's  Speech. 
In  Col.  1124,  line  10,  shmihl  rend  "  are  responsible  for  bringing  it  to  a." 

In  Col.  1138,  line  50,  sJwukl  read  "  sanctioned  was  not  to  extend  the  term  but  to." 

March  27th,  1908.     Mr.  MacVeagh's  Speech. 

In  Col.  1742,  line  24,  for  **  a  club  in  a  sense  was  public  "  ?\  ad  "  a  man's  club  was. 
H.  man's  pub." 

In  Col.  1742,  line  46,  for  "state  of  marine  "  read  "State  of  Maine." 
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HOUSE    OF   COMMONS. 
Friday,  \^h  March,  1908. 

The   House   met  at  Twelve  noon  of 
the  Clock. 


PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

Great  Eastern  Railway  (Steamboats) 
Bill.  Order  for  Second  Reading  read, 
and  discharged. 

Bill  withdrawn. — (The  Deputy-Chair- 
mm.) 


PETITIONS, 


DAIRIES  (SCOTLAND)  BILL. 
Petition  from  Ayr,  in  favour  ;     to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

INFANT   LIFE   PROTECTION  ACT    (1897). 
Petition  from  Bristol,  for  alteration  of 
Law  ;     to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

VOL.  CLXXXVL   [Fourth  Series.] 


LICENSING  BILL. 

Petitions   in    favour :     From   Dollar]; 
and  Manchester  ;    to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

MORAY   FIRTH    (ILLEGAL    TRAWLING). 

Petition  from  Wick,  for  prevention  ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

SALE   OF  INTOXICATING  UQUORS    OK 
SUNDAY  BILL. 

Petition  from  Strood,  in  favour;     to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

WOMEN'S  ENFRANCHISEMENT  BILL. 
Petitions  in  favour  :  From  Bath  ;  and» 
Wandsworth  and  Putney  ;     to  lie  upon 
the  Table. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC, 


BOYCOTTING  (IRELAND). 

Return  [presented  11th  March]  to  be 
printed.     [No.  89.] 

A 
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QuestioM. 


{COMMONS} 


Questions. 


NAVY  (VICTUALLING  YARD    MANUFAC- 
TURING ACCOUNTS,  1906-7). 

Annual  Accounts  presented,  of  the 
Cost  of  Manufacturing  Provisions,  Vic- 
tualling Stores,  etc.,  at  the  Home  Vic- 
tualling Yards  and  Malta  Yard  for  1906- 
1907,  with  the  Report  of  the  Comptroller 
and  Auditor- General  thefeon  [by  Act]  ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 
[No.   90.] 

EDUCATION  (SCOTLAND). 
Copy  presented,  of  Minute  of  the 
Committee  of  Council  of  Education  in 
Scotland,  dated  27th  February,  1908, 
amending  the  terms  of  paragraph  2  of 
the  Minute  of  27th  April,  1899,  providing 
for  the  distribution  of  the  sum  available 
for  Secondary  or  Technical  (including 
Agricultural)  Education,  under  Section  2, 
Sub-section  (4),  of  the  Local  Taxation 
Account  (Scotland)  Act,  1898  [by  Com- 
mand] ;    to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

BOARD  OF  EDUCATION. 
Copy  presented,  of  Regulations  and 
Conditions  affecting  the  recognition  by 
the  Board  of  Education,  under  Section 
48  of  the  Elementary  Education  Act, 
1876,  of  Elementary  Schools  in  Wales 
and  Monmouthshire,  being  neither  Public 
Elementary  Schools  nor  Schools  applying 
for  recognition  under  any  other  Act  of 
Parliament  [by  Command]  ;  to  lie  upon 
the  Table. 


QUESTIONS  AND  ANSWERS 
CIRCULATED   WITH  THE   VOTES. 


Reserve  Sergeant-Majors'  Pay. 
Mr.  hunt  (Shropshire,  Ludlow)  : 
To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  whether,  under  the  new  Army 
scheme,  the  sergeant-majors  of  the 
Reserve  battalions  will  receive  3d.  a 
^ay  less  in  pay  and  3d.  a  day  less  in 
pension,  and  the  colour-sergeants  6d. 
a  day  less  in  pay,  than  those  non-com- 
missioned officers  of  the  same  rank  in  the 
Line  battalions,  whilst  the  sergeant- 
majors  and  colour-sergeants  of  the  Terri- 
torial Army  will  receive  the  same  amount 
in  pay  and  pension  as  the  line  battalions. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Haldane.) 
The  pay  and  pension  of  the  sergeant- 


major  and  colour-sergeant  of  the  Special 
Reserve  will  be  as  stated  in  the  Question 
t.e.,  on  the  old  Militia  terms.  The  acting 
sergeant-majors  and  the  colour-sergeants 
who  are  members  of  the  permanent  stafi 
of  the  Territorial  Force  will  receive  the 
same  rates  of  pay  as  the  permanent  stafE 
of  the  Volunteers,  viz.,  3s.  6d.  and  3s. 
respectively.  As  the  first-named  are 
acting  sergeant-majors  only,  they  will 
be  eligible  for  pension  at  Class  1  rates, 
similar  to  those  for  quartermaster- 
sergeants.  The  pension  for  colour- 
sergeants  will  be  at  the  same  rate  as  if 
they  were  serving  with  their  Line  bat- 
talions. The  acting  sergeant-majors  and 
colour- sergeants  who  are  Territorial  Force 
soldiers  will  be  paid  only  during  training 
and  will  receive  Line  rates.  They  get 
no  pension.! 

Brewery  and  Distillery  Shareholders. 

Mr.  RIDSDALE  (Brighton) :  To  ask 
the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  if 
he  can  state  the  number  of  ordinary 
shareholders,  preference  shareholders, 
and  debenture  holders,  respectively,  in 
breweries  and  distilleries  registered  under 
the  Limited  Liability  Acts  of  the  United 
Kingdom. 


^  Mr,  Lloyd-George.)  It 
is  not  possible  to  give  my  hon.  friend  the 
information  he  asks  for  with  regard  to 
the  number  of  ordinary  and  preference 
shareholders  in  breweries  and  distilleries 
registered  under  the  Limited  Liability 
Acts  without  an  exhaustive  inquiry  in 
London,  Edinburgh,  and  Dublin,  which 
would  take  a  considerable  time.  With 
regard  to  the  number  of  debenture 
holders  in  such  companies  there  is  no 
information  available  at  the  Joint  Stock 
Registries.  I  shall  be  very  willing,  how- 
ever, to  give  my  hon.  friend  information 
as  to  the  number  of  shareholders  in  any 
particular  company  or  companies  which 
he  likes  to  name. 

Stationery  and  Law  Books  for  County 
Courts. 

Mr.  younger  (Ayr  Burghs):  To 
ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  if  he 
will  state  what  sum  is  allowed  annually 
for  stationery  to  each  County  Court  and 


t  This   Answer  is  in  substitution  for  the 
A     nrer  given  on  Tharsday,  March  12th. 


Qussiions. 


{13  March  1908} 


Registrar's  Court  in  England  and  Wales  ; 
and  what  law  books  and  law  reports  are 
supplied  at  the  public  expense. 

(Ansu>ered  by  Mr.  Runciman,)  Twenty 
<5ourts  continue  to  receive  allowances  for 
stationery,  i.e.,  pens,  ink,  and  paper,  but 
not  reference  books,  ranging  bom  £2  to 
£8  per  annum.  The  total  of  such  annuU 
allowances  is  about  £78.  The  remaining 
Oourts  are  supplied  by  the  Stationery 
Office  with  such  stationery  as  they  may 
•demand.  The  total  value  is  about 
£22,500.  Of  this  sum  the  value  of  books 
supplied  yearly  is  about  £1,000.  The 
latter  are  mainl)r  sets  of  law  reports  tor 
Judges  of  circuits,  County  Court  diaries 
:and  almanacks,  books  on  County  Court 
practice  and  various  law  text-books  and 
periodicals. 

Tlaces  of  Worship  and  the  Cost  of  Street 
Paving. 

Mr.  DUNDAS  white  (Dumbarton- 
•shire) :  To  ask  the  President  of  the  Local 
•Government  Board,  if  he  will  say  what, 
if  any,  recent  decision  of  the  Courts  has 
-given  occasion  for  the  introduction  of  the 
London  Paving  Expenses  Bill,  which  is 
designed  to  relieve  the  owners  of  places 
•of  religious  worship  from  certain  paving 
rates  at  the  expense  of  the  general  body 
-of  ratepayers. 

{Anstoered  by  Mr,  John  Burns.)  It 
was  decided  by  the  Courts  some  time 
since  that  consecrated  churches  of  the 
Church  of  England  are  exempt  from  con- 
tributing to  the  paving  of  new  streets  in 
London,  but  that  Nonconformist  chapels 
are  not.  The  object  of  the  Bill  is  to 
place  the  chapels  m  London  in  the  same 
position  as  the  churches  in  this  matter, 
as  is  the  case  elsewhere. 

Politics  in  the  Post  Oi&ce. 
Mr.  CLAUDE  HAY  (Shoreditch,  Hox- 
ton) :  To  ask  the  Postmaster-General 
-whether  he  will  furnish  to  the  House 
l>efore  the  Post  Office  Estimates  are 
-discussed  the  full  text  of  the  regulations 
under  which  associations,  political  or 
"Other,  are  permitted  or  officially  recog- 
nised when  formed  by  postal  servants. 

(AnstDcred  by  Mr.  Sydney  Buxton.) 
There  are  no  regulations  specifically 
^lealing  with  political  associations.    The 
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regulations  or  rules  governing  the  .con- 
duct of  officers  of  the  Post  Office  ii^^tfft^q 
servants  in  relation  to  political  matters  q^re 
as  follows :  Rule  42.  (a)  Officers  of  tlxe 
Post  Office,  having  been  relieved  of  the 
electoral  disabilities  to  which  they  were 
formerly  subject,  are  now  eligible  to  be 
placed  on  the  parliamentary  register, 
and  to  vote  at  a  Parliamentary  election. 
Nevertheless,  it  is  expected  of  them 
as  public  servants  thAt  they  should 
maintain  a  certain  reserve  in  political 
matters,  and  not  put  themselves  forward 
on  one  side  or  the  other.  (6)  This  is 
especially  the  case  with  postmasters  and 
sub-postmasters,  whose  study  it  should 
be  to  retain  that  confidence  of  their 
neighbours  and  carefully  to  avoid  doing 
anything  that  may  lend  colour  to  the 
suggestion  that  in  the  discharge  of  their 
official  duties  they  are  influenced  by 
political  or  party  motives,  (c)  On  this 
subject  the  following  regulations  have 
been  laid  down  :  (i.)  That  no  postmaster, 
sub-postmaster,  or  other  servant  of  the 
Department  shall  serve  on  a  committee 
having  for  its  object  to  promote  or 
prevent  the  return  of  a  particular  can- 
didate to  Parliament ;  (ii.)  That  he  shall 
not  support  or  oppose  any  particular 
candidate  or  party  either  by  public 
speaking  or  writing ;  (iii.)  That  no 
notice  soliciting  votes  for  any  particular 
candidate  shall  be  exhibited  either  within 
or  without  any  post  office  or  other 
building  imder  the  control  of  the  Depart- 
ment ;  and  that  within  such  buildings 
no  memorial  or  address  with  a  party 
object  shall  lie  for  signature  or  be  ez« 
hibited.  (d)  If  it  be  observed  that  a 
mail  cart  has  affixed  to  it  a  placard 
soliciting  votes  for  a  particuhur  can- 
didate, it  is  the  duty  of  the  postmaster 
to  have  the  placard  immediately  re- 
moved and  to  take  the  earliest  oppor- 
tunity of  cautioning  the  contractor 
against  a  repetition  of  the  impropriety. 
Postmen  and  other  officers  of  the  De- 
partment are  forbidden,  when  in  uniform, 
to  take  part  in  any  demonstration  of  a 
party  or  political  character,  (e)  So  far 
as  regards  the  districts  in  which  servants 
of  the  Post  Office  are  officially  employed, 
the  rule  prohibiting  their  active  inter- 
ference in  Parliamentary  elections  ap- 
plies to  elections  for  county  councils. 
(/)  The  duties  of  a  county  councillor  are 
regarded    as    incompatible    with    those 
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which  Post  Office  servants  have  to  per- 
form, and  no  Post  Office  servant,  there- 
fore, is  allowed  to  become  a  candidate 
for  a  county  council  or  to  serve  on  one. 
(g)  An  officer  of  the  Post  Office  may 
become  a  candidate  for  or  serve  on  a 
district  or  municipal  as  well  as  a  parish 
council.  It  must  be  understood,  how- 
ever, that  in  any  case  in  which  the 
duties  either  of  the  district  or  of  the 
municipal  or  parish  council  conflict  with 
those  of  the  Post  Office  the  officer  con- 
cerned may  be  required  to  retire  from  the 
district,  municipal,  or  parish  council,  as 
the  case  may  be.  On  28th  August,  1893, 
Mr.  Gladstone,  as  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury,  and^  speaking  officially  in  the 
House,  stated  as  follows  :  "  It  is  em- 
inently desirable  that  there  should  be 
uniformity  throughout  the  Civil  Service 
and  that  the  servants  of  the  Post  Office 
should  be  upon  the  same  footing  as 
those  of  the  other  Departments  in  re- 
spect to  the  franchise.  As  regards 
the  Parliamentary  franchise  there  can  be 
no  question  that  its  exercise  is  absolutely 
free  from  external  interference,  although, 
of  course,  it  is  subject  to  the  general 
obligation  which  affects  the  public  ser- 
vants, in  common  with  all  other  voters, 
to  use  the  franchise  for  the  public  good. 
Questions  may  be  raised,  on  which  I  have 
no  judgment  to  give  on  the  part  of  the 
Government,  as  to  how  far,  for  example, 
it  is  desirable  for  public  functionaries 
to  make  use  of  their  position  as  voters 
for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  from  can- 
didates promises  or  engagements  tend- 
ing directly  to  the  advantage  of  public 
servants  in  respect  of  pay  and  promotion. 
These  are  matters  which  we  deem  not 
undeserving  of  consideration  ;  but  still 
they  do  not  form  the  subject  of  any 
decision  on  the  part  of  Her  Majesty's 
Government  in  the  nature  of  a  restraint. 
The  only  restriction  by  the  custom  of 
the  public  service  on  persons  employed 
is  that  persons  in  the  permanent  em- 
ployment of  the  State  shall  not  take 
a  prominent  or  active  part  in  political 
contests,  and  it  is  not  intended  in  future 
that  any  other  restrictive  rule  should  be 
imposed  on  the  service  of  the  Post  Office. 
As  regards  public  meetings  not  of  a 
political  character,  but  relating  to  offi- 
cial questions,  the  Postmaster- General 
has  decided  to  withdraw  the  restrictions 
at  present  in   force.    But  in  the  Post 


Office,  as  in  other  Department,  it  mxiBt 
be  clearly  understood  that  the  right 
must  be  exercised  subject  to*  a  due  regard 
for  the  discipline  of  the  public  service^'' 

Tobacco  Orowlng  In  Scotland. 
Mr.  DUNDAS  WHITE:  To  ask 
Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
imder  what  statute  or  statutes  the 
growing  of  tobacco  in  Scotland  is 
prohibited ;  whether  there  are  any^ 
and,  if  so,  what,  statutory  powers  en- 
abling that  prohibition  to  be  relaxed 
or  dispensed  with  or  enabling  licences 
to  be  granted  for  the  growing  of  tobacco 
in  Scotland ;  and,  if  so,  whether  the 
tobacco  so  grown  may  be  sold ;  what 
are  the  statutory  provisions,  if  any„ 
determining  the  Excise  duty  on  tobacco 
grown  in  Scotland  ;  and  what  is  the 
amount  of  such  Excise  duty. 

(Answered  by  Mr,  Asquith,)  The  Act 
12  Car.  II.,  chap.  34,  which  prohibited 
the  cultivation  of  tobacco  in  England 
was  extended  to  Scotland  by  the 
Tobacco  Act,  1782  (22  Geo.  III.,  chap. 
73).  There  are  no  statutory  powers 
enabling  the  prohibition  to  be  relaxed 
or  dispensed  with,  or  for  enabling  licences 
to  be  granted  for  the  growing  of  tobacco 
in  Scotland.  There  is  no  statutory 
authority  for  levying  an  Excise  Duty 
on  tobacco  grown  in  Scotland. 

Extra  Police  at  Headford,  County  Qalwagr* 
Mr.  HAZLETON  (Galway,  N.) :  To 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  whether  he  will 
give  particulars  of  the  alleged  boycotting 
and  intimidation  because  of  which  the 
police  force  in  the  Headford,  County 
Galway,  district  has  been  so  largely 
increased;  and  whether,  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  the  increase  is  considered 
absolutely  unnecessary  by  the  people 
and  the  police  themselves,  orders  wiD 
be  given  to  have  the  extra  police  with- 
drawn. 

{Anstoered  by  Mr,  Birrell,)  I  am  in- 
formed that  since  1st  January  last,  five 
agrarian  ofiences  have  been  committed 
in  the  police  district  of  Headford.  Pour 
families  are  partially  boycotted,  and 
two  of  these  families,  together  with  a. 
third  family,  are  receiving  police  pro- 
tection.   It    is,     for    obivous    reasons^ 
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undesirable  to  publish  the  names  of  the 
persons  affected.  The  police  authorities 
consider  the  increased  force  at  Headford 
to  be  absolutely  necessary  for  the  pre- 
jient,  and  it  cannot  therefore  be  with- 
drawn- 

Beinstatement  of  Edward  Smith  of 
Glassdnunmon. 

Mr.  VINCENT  KENNEDY  (Cavan, 
W.) :  To  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
liord- Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  if  he  will 
say  whether  it  is  intended  to  reinstate 
Edward  Smith,  who  was  evicted  out 
of  his  farm  in  Glassdrummon,  on  the 
l^eville  estate,  County  Cavan,  and  whose 
farm  is  still  in  the  landlord's  hands ; 
what  is  the  name  of  the  inspector  who 
has  had  this  matter  in  hand ;  will  he 
say  what  steps  have  been  taken ;  and 
whether  the  evicted  tenant  will  be  put 
into  possession  ;  and,  if  so,  the  probable 
date. 

{Anstffered  by  Mr.  BirreU,)  The  Estates 
Commissioners  have  had  the  holding 
inspected  and  have  intimated  to  the 
owner  the  amount  which  they  are  pre- 
pared to  advance  to  Edward  Smith  for 
the  purchase  of  the  holding  if  he  should 
l)e  reinstated.  The  Commissioners  have 
not  yet  received  a  reply  from  the  owner, 
2)Ut  are  addressing  a  further  communica- 
tion to  him  on  the  subject.  The  Com- 
missioners do  not  consider  that  any 
useful  purpose  would  be  served  by  dis- 
closing the  name  of  their  inspector.  The 
Commissioners  themselves  are  respon- 
-sible  for  any  action  that  may  be  taken 
in  the  case. 

The  Case  of  Cornelias  Scollans,  late  4th 
Boyal  Irish  Fusiliers. 

Mr.  VINCENT  KENNEDY :    To  ask 

the  Secretary  of  State  for  War  whether 
he  will  haveth3  ca^e  of  Cornelius  Scollans 
^x-sergeaiit  instructor  of  musketry,  4th 
Royal  Irish  Fusiliers,  who,  after  23  years 
^nd  140  days  service,  was  discharged 
medically  unfit,  on  a  small  pension,  owing 
to  an  accident  received  on  duty  in  the 
last  year  of  his  service,  considered  with 
A  view  to  increasing  his  pension  ;  will  he 
xjonsider  whether  his  claim  comes  under 
Articles  1201.4  and  U73a  ;  and,  as  this 
man  can  no  longer  work,  and  is  solely 
-dependent  upon  his  pension  and  the 
Assistance  of  his  children  for  his  support, 
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will  these  facts,  together  with  his  ad- 
vanced years  be  taken  into  consideration 
by  the  authorities  so  that  some  sm^  11  in- 
crease may  be  specially  granted. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Haldane.) 
This  case  is  being  investigated  by  the 
Commissioners  of  Chelsea  Hospital,  and 
the  result  of  the  inquiry  will  be  com- 
municated to  the  hon.  Member. 

Begalations  for  the  Territorial  Force. 

Sir  CHA.RLES  DILKE  (Gloucester- 
shire, Forest  of  Dean) :  To  ask  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  War,  whether  the 
promised  volume  in  the  list  of  military 
books  published  by  authority,  entitled 
Rules  of  Procedure,  and  stated  to  be  in 
preparation,  is  likely  to  appear  before  the 
S3cond  Reading  of  the  Army  (Annual; 
Bill ;  and  whether  any  steps  have  been 
taken  to  produce  an  intelligible  compila- 
tion of  the  provisions  of  the  King's 
Regulations  affected  by  the  creation  of 
the  Territorial  Force  and  recent  altera- 
tions in  the  Army  Act,  such  as  those  con- 
tained in  the  Territorial  Forces  A:t. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Haldane.) 
A  copy  of  the  Rules  of  Procedure  was 
la'd  on  the  Table  of  the  House  on  30th 
January,  and  can  be  obtained  from  the 
Library.  A  revise  of  the  King's  Regula- 
tions  is  now  in  press,  and  will,  it  is  hoped, 
be  issued  shortly.  This  revise  takes 
cognizance  of  all  alterations  in  the  Army 
Act.  The  King's  Regulations  do  not  depl 
with  the  Auxiliary  Forces,  who  have 
hitherto  had  their  own  books  of*  regula- 
tions. This  practice  will  continue,  and 
the  War  Office  is  now  engaged  in  ^drawing 
up  a  book  of  Territorial  Force  Regula- 
tions. 


UNEMPLOYED  WORKMEN  BILL. 
♦Mr.  p.  W.  WILSON  (St.  Pancras,  S.) 
in  rising  to  move  the  Second  Reading  of 
the  Unemployed  Workmen  Bill  said : 
Mr.  Speaker,  I  am  well  aware  that  this 
morning  I  am  faced  by  a  somewhat 
formidable  task,  in  the  discharge  of 
which  I  shall  plead  for  the  indulgence  of 
the  House,  and  possibly  also  for  some 
measure  of  forbearance  on  the  part  of 
my  friends.  I  have  been  a  good  deal 
criticised  in  public  and  in  private  for 
having  taken  up  this   Bill,   but  I  will 
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venture  to  lay  before  the  House  three 
simple  considerations.  First  of  all,  this 
problem,  which  is  a  national  problem, 
is  long  overdue.  In  the  second  place, 
we  shall  not  dispose  of  this  problem  by 
pretending  that  we  have  forgotten  about 
it.  If  we  are  perplexed,  as  some  of  us 
are,  then  it  is  better  that  we 
should  seek  some  solution  in  the  com- 
parative privacy  of  a  Friday  afternoon 
when  a  suspicious  number  of  Members 
have  sought  refreshment  in  the  country, 
than  that  we  should  go  year  after  year 
back  to  our  constituents  with  apologies 
upon  our  lips.  I  have  never  criticised 
the  administration  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  either  under  my  right  hon. 
friend  or  under  his  predecessor.  This 
Second  Reading  is  not  moved  as  a  vote 
of  censure  upon  Grovemments,  whether 
past  or  present.  Many  of  us  who  support 
this  Second  Beading  voted  for  the 
Government  in  a  somewhat  critical 
division  on  the  Address,  and  I  submit 
to  the  House  that  the  figures  of  that 
division  indicate  a  concern  and  anxiety 
which  is  not  confined  to  any  section  of 
the  House  in  reference  to  this  problem. 
In  the  next  place,  I  welcome  and 
endorse  all  the  exposure  which  has  been 
'made  from  that  bench  of  our  existing 
methods.  We  agree  with  my  right  hon. 
friend  that  charity  has  failed.  We 
agree  that  soup  kitchens  on  the  Thames 
Embankment,  however  useful  they  may 
be  to  a  Cabinet  Minister  who  may  be 
wandering  about  in  Windsor  uniform, 
are  absolutely  useless  for  the  purpose 
of  relieving  this  problem.  We  have 
also  our  suspicion  as  to  the  administra- 
tion of  out-door  relief.  All  these  criti- 
cisms we  put  in  as  part  of  our  case.  We 
welcome  them  because  they  prepare 
the  mind  of  the  House  for  a  proper  policy. 
They  show  that  the  present  position  is 
impossible,  and  that  advance  is  now 
inevitable.  I  will  just  trouble  the  House 
with  one  simple  quotation,  it  will  be  very 
short.  It  comes  from  the  Report  of  a 
Distress  Committee  : — 

"  The  Committee  a;:e  of  opinion  that  the  Act 
of  1905  ha«  altogether  failed  to  benefit  the  class 
•  of  persons  specially  aimed  at.  They  are, 
however,  of  opinion  that  the  Act  by  Amend- 
ment and  amplification  can  be  made  most 
beneficial." 

That  opinion  comes,  not  from  Poplar, 
not  from  West  Ham,  it  comes  from  the 
Mr.  P.  W.  Wilson. 


great  municipality  of  Glasgow^  the  birth*  , 
place,  if  I  may  say  so,  for  4l»  benefit  ^ 
of  my  hon.  friend  here,  of  Adam  Sniitli  , 
[An  Hon.  Member  :  No,  he  had  a.  j 
chair  there.]  Well,  he  went  to  Glasgow-  '^ 
when  he  had  arrived  at  years  of  dis^ 
cretion.  Now,  there  are  some  wh<^  ;. 
pin  their  faith  to  indirect  methods-  ' 
of  dealing  with  this  problem,  and.  ." 
a  very  convenient  faith  it  ia.  I 
have  nothing  to  say  against  the  valod- 
of  licensing  reform,  land  reform,  housings  ^ 
reform,  an  eight-hours  day,  and  I  will 
not  even  argue  the  question  whether 
the  taxation  of  the  poor  man'a  larder 
will,  as  we  are  told  it  will  in  the  pwK 
tectionist  camp,  give  us  a  lower  income 
tax  and  work  for  all.  I  will  mtereljr 
remind  the  house  that  the  burden  of 
unemployment  is  equally  as  grave*  iit 
Berlin,  Chicago,  and  New  York  as  it 
is  in  London,  Manchester,  or  Sunder^ 
land.  On  the  general  question  of  indirect 
methods  I  would  point  out  to  the  House^ 
that  while  it  is  right  to  seek  to  improve 
the  general  health  of  the  body  politic^ 
we  must  also  treat  special  maladies, 
on  their  own  ground.  There  was  & 
piece  of  special  inquiry  at  Whitechapel^ 
conducted  by  the  residents  of  Toynbee 
Hall.  They  investigated  the  causes,, 
and  they  came  to  the  conclusion  that 
in  a  large  number  of  cases  the  causes, 
were  economic  as  well  as  individual^ 
as  even  in  prosperous  times  you  have 
an  average  margin  of  unoccupied  labour. 
That  was  the  view  of  the  late  Parliament.. 
We  have  the  Act  of  1905,  for  which 
we  are  all  ready  to  give  full  credit  to^ 
hon.  Members  opposite,  which  recognise* 
the  duty  of  society  as  a  whole  to  th^ 
unemployed  man.  May  I  just  give  to^ 
the  House  one  further  quotation,which. 
I  give  for  the  very  simple  reason  that 
it  is  an  aoccount  of  the  Act  of  1905  by- 
one  who  took  part  in  those  debates. 
A  Member  of  this  House  at  that  time- 
said-^ 

"  It  recognised  the  right  of  the  mAn  to  calli 
upon  the  State  to  provide  him  with  work. 
The  State  replied  by  recognising  the  rights 
but  would  not  provide  the  work.  The  Kli 
was  like  a  motor-car  without  petrol,  or  only  such 
petrol  as  it  could  beg  on  the  road,  an  elaborate- 
machine  without  motive  power.  PersonaUjr 
he  was  not  afraid  ;  he  wished  that  ita  obj[^^ 
had  been  enlarged." 

Whose  words  were  those  ?     They  were 
the  words  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
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who  was  now  the  President  of  the  Bo^rd 
of  Trade,  and  my  loyalty  to  the  Govern- 
ment prevents  me  from  disagreeing 
with  him.  I  wiJl  also  remind  the  House 
of  the  King's  Speech  of  1906.  I  will  not 
argue  the  question  whether  the  promise 
in  that  Speech  indicated  a  grant  of 
£200,000  partly  to  the  unemployed  and 
partly  to  the  Sinking  Fund.  I  will  not 
argue  that  point,  I  will  simply  say  that 
by  this  grants  the  present  Govern- 
ment endorsed  the  Act  of  1905,  and 
endorses  the  policy  of  that  Act  as  one 
on  which  both  sides  of  the  House  are 
agreed.  What  is  the  history  of  this 
present  Bill  ?  We  are  all  agreed  that 
organised  trade  unions  in  this  country 
represent,  in  the  usual  term,  the  cream 
of  the  working  class.  They  have  done 
all  that  they  can  to  deal  with  unem- 
ployment in  their  own  way.  In  this 
great  task  they  have  had  no  help  from 
the  State.  Help  from  the  State!  At 
one  period  the  State  stepped  in  and 
actually  mulcted  them  of  the  very  funds 
which  they  were  devoting  to  this  bene- 
ficent purpose.  There  has  been  a  sug- 
gestion that  the  trade  unions  should 
have  a  proportional  subsidy  for  unem- 
ployment benefit  allowance,  and  it  has 
been  pointed  out  to  me  that  that  is  not 
in  the  Bill.  I  wish  to  say  that  it  is 
solely  a  matter  for  the  Treasury,  and 
that  in  these  days  we  can  do  that,  and 
almost  anything  else,  on  the  Appropria- 
tion Act.  The  trade  unions  are  repre- 
sented by  three  central  organisations — 
the  Parliamentary  Committee  of  the 
Trade  Union  Congress,  the  General 
Federation  of  Trades,  and  the  Labour 
Representation  Committee.  It  was  a 
Joint  Committee  of  these  three  centra- 
organisations,  quite  as  much  represental 
tive  of  the  other  as  of  this  side  of  the 
House,  which  drafted  this  Bill,  and  I 
would  point  out  that  it  was  placed  first 
upon  the  list  of  measures  for  which, 
according  to  the  Committee  of  Ad- 
vanced Radicals — I  believe  that  is  what 
we  call  ourselves — we  were  invited  to 
ballot  at  the  beginning  of  the  session, 
and  it  was  at  the  request  of  Members 
on  my  own  side  of  the  House,  without 
reference  to  the  suspects  on  the  Bench 
opposite,  that  I  took  up  this  Bill.  I 
have  a  great  deal  of  ground  to  clear, 
I  am  bound  to  do  it,  and  I  must  say  a 
word  as ,  to  th,e   Royal  Commission  on 


Poor  Law.  Royal  Commissions  we  all 
know,  are  one  of  the  innocent  hypocrisies 
of  public  life,  and  no  Member  of  this 
House  talking  over  a  Royal  Commission 
in  the  lobbies  fails  to  smile  the  smile 
of  the  Roman  augur.  If  a  Government 
is  not  particularly  anxious  at  the  moment 
to  deal  with  Welsh  Disestablishment 
they  appoint  a  Royal  Commission,  with 
a  judicially-minded  Chairman,  Hon, 
Members  opposite  had.  agreed  to  appoint- 
ing this  particular  Royal  Commission, 
but  when  we  were  on  that  side  of  the 
House  they  acQused  us  of  coquetting 
with  Socialism.  What  about  this  Royal 
Commission  which  is  dominated  by  the 
Fabian  Society,  and  in  respect  of  which 
doubtless  we  have  an  explanation  of  th^ 
fact  that  there  was  such  an  extraordinary 
spread  of  Socialism  in  the  recent  Amend- 
ments to  the  Address  on  the  part  of  the 
Conservative  Party  opposite  1  On  general 
grounds  you  cannot  permanently  refer 
this  question  to  a  Royal  Commission, 
however  able  and  however  exhaustive 
its  inquiry  may  be.  Now,  let  us  look 
at  the  Bill  itself.  It  consists  of  two 
parts :  the  machinery  clauses  on  the 
one  hand,  and  the  working  clauses  on  the 
other.  I  will  begin  with  the  machinery 
clauses.  At  present  the  I>istress  Com- 
mittees are  sporadic  bodies,  working  in  Ja 
tentative  fashion,  a  kind  of  isolated 
excrescence  on  our  general  system  of 
local  government.  The  Bill  establishes 
regular  Unemployment  Committees  for 
all  authorities,  I  think,  of  over 
20,000  population,  otherwise  it  is  the 
County  Council.  Before  we  go  a  step 
further,  you  have  there  at  any  rate 
a  uniform  policy  applied  to  the  whole 
country,  and  you  will  never  stop  the 
dramatic  march  of  the  unemployed  from 
one  district  to  another  or  the  far  more 
serious  silent  drift  from  one  district  to 
another  until  you  have  a  uniform  policy 
applied  to  the  whole  country.  In 
the  first  place  the  first  duty  of  these 
Unemployment  Committees  is  to  register 
the  unemployed.  With  that  registra- 
tion we  shall  for  the  first  time  have 
what  we  have  not  at  present,  accurale 
returns  for  casual,  as  well  as  organised 
labour.  That  register  is  in  itself  almost 
a  ready-mide  universal  system  of  labour 
exchange.  We  have  to  deal  with  the 
smill  margin  of  labour,  say,  5,  7  or  10 
I  percent.,  whatever  it  is  we  do  not  know. 
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House  thit  working  clauMS  deal  with  two  distmc^ 
subjects :  the  work  of  the  nAlunal 
authority,  and  the  work  of  the  UkiI 
authority.  All  the  critiGisin  of  this  BIB 
has  been  directed  against  work  piovided 
by  the  local  authority.  But  if  yon  cut 
that  out  of  the  Bill  altogether  yon  would 
have  still  a  very  useful  advance  in  tlus 
matter.  You  would  have  the  Local 
Government  Board  itself  under  the  wise 
leadership  of  my  right  hon.  friend  estab- 
lishing national  schemes  of  afforestatioii, 
farm  colonies,  or  coast  erosion,  or  what- 
ever may  be  considered  suitable.  I  am 
told  that  that  means  national  workshops, 
but  I  can  only  say  that  that  is  one  of  the 
many  things  which  are  not  in  this  Bill 
You  must  have  a  right  if  you  are  going 
to  deal  with  a  question  of  this  sort  to 
frame  your  measure,  and  you  may  be 
perfectly  certain  that  if  you  want  to 
call  a  spade  a  spade,  you  will  also  have, 
according  to  the  lawyers,  to  caU  it  by  s 
good  many  different  names.  I  do  think 
that  ''Paris  in  1848"  has  done  duty 
enough.  You  take  a  city  in  a  state  of 
revolution,  with  barricades  in  the  street, 
and  public  opinion  in  an  absolutely 
electrified  condition,  and  you  say  that  that 
is  a  fair  parallel  to  a  country  which  has 
enjoyed  sixty  years  of  unmistakable 
municipal  progress  and  pacific  social 
development.  I  come  to  the  most  pro- 
vocative part  of  this  Bill.  I  notice  par- 
ticularly on  reading  my  right  hon.  friend's 
speech  that  with  remarkable  accuracy 
he  made  use  of  his  now  historic  phrase 
"  universal  pauperism  qualified  by  gaol.** 
[Mr.  John  Burns  :  Tempered.]  I  beg 
pardon,  *'  universal  pauperism  tempered 
by  gaol."  I  am  glad  of  that  interruption, 
because  I  want  the  House  to  know  how 
accurate  my  right  hon.  friend's  mind  is 
in  working  when  he  is  dealing  with  thb 
matter.  He  limited  that  criticism  to 
certain  provisions,  which  you  will  find  in 
Hansard,  I  am  perfectly  certain  that 
those  provisions  do  not  include  registra- 
tion or  such  clauses  for  national  work  as 
might  easily  be  drafted  on  the  present 
clausca.  It  applies  to  the  provision  of 
work  and  maintenance  by  the  local 
ant  Uorit y.  The  hon.  Member  for  Leicester 
oil  Weduejdiy  went  to  Battersea  and 
made  a  speech.     He  said — 

"  I  view  with  jjreat  terror  " — 
noto  the  words — 
'*  the  return  of  the  OpiKMition  to  power.*' 


I>et  tuH  point  rjut  U}  the 
the  Ktate  itfielf  is  already  the  largest 
consumer  of  labour,  whether  direct 
or  by  contract.  We  have  no  vestige 
r/f  an  attempt  mo  U)  sche^iule  the  labour 
given  fmt  by  the  State  as  to  deal  with 
this  margin  of  unemployed  from  private 
sources.  We  have  been  discussing  the 
Navy  Vote,  and  we  have  been  told  that 
the  Admiralty  are  going  to  build  docks 
all  along  the  sea  coast  by  way  of  showing 
affe^.'tion  for  the  German  Ocean.  If  all 
the  millions  they  are  going  to  spend  in 
the  next  ten  years  on  those  docks  were 
added  to  other  public  expenditure,  the 
result  would  be  enormous.  We  in 
Lond^>n  are  going  to  enlarge  and  add  to 
our  port.  We  are  cx>nverting  our  trams 
at  tlie  cost  of  millions  from  horse 
traction  to  electricity.  This  is  precisely 
the  kind  of  work  which  the  trade  unions 
are  not  at  the  moment  able  to  deal  with 
so  well.  It  is  labour  which  is  arduous 
and  muscular  rather  than  skilled  labour, 
just  the  sort  of  labour  which  we  want 
for  tlie  unemployed  of  a  city.  At  this 
moment  the  State  is  the  largest  builder 
of  public  buildings.  We  in  London  are 
going  to  put  up  a  palace  on  the 
Thames  Embankment.  Its  cost  will  be 
£2,000,000  of  money,  of  which  £600,000 
or  £800,000  will  be  spent  in  wages.  We 
are  told  in  this  House  that  this  question 
of  ujiemployment  is  specially  urgent  in 
the  case  of  the  building  trade,  and  why 
is  it  not  possible  to  schedule  public  build- 
ings of  that  sort  and  so  regulate  trade 
from  time  to  time  and  season  to  season. 
At  any  rate  thoro  is  iu>  attempt  to  do 
this  at  proH(Mit.  Tho  Bill  also  gives  us 
a  <'outral  cotumittce  to  advise  the  Local 
(lovoruimMit  Hoard.  The  Secretary  of 
State  for  War  has  told  us  that  if  we  want 
to  organise  our  Army  wo  must  do  hard 
thinking,  and  wo  want  a  body  of  experts 
to  tako  hold  of  this  husinoss  thinking 
hard  not  to  give  us  a  nation  in  arms,  but 
in  order  to  givo  us  a  nation  at  work. 
Thou  wo  havo  in  this  Bill  throe  Com- 
missiotiors.  Tlioro  is  a  procodont  for 
that  in  tUo  Small  Holdings  Bill,  and  1 
think  tlio  ])rohlom  of  unom])h>vmont  is 
very  parallol  to  that  of  small  holdings, 
becauso  horo,  as  thoro,  you  will  Uavo  to 
break  now  ground,  you  havo  to  deal 
with  variod  locjil  conditions  l>y  adaptable 
Hchomos.  Now  1  como  to  tlio  working 
clauses,  and  I  want  to  point  out  that  the 
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Most  sound  doctrine,  which  I  hope  my 
hon.  friend  will  repeat  elsewhere.  He 
further  said  he  had  no  objection  to 
amendments  to  this  Bill  provided  that 
they  did  not  strike  at  its  principle,  and 
what  is  its  principle  ?  That  unemploy- 
ment should  be  regarded  as  a  national 
and  not  as  a  local  problem,  and  with 
regard  to  that  principle,  which  is  the 
principle  of  the  Bill,  there  is  a  great  deal 
of  common  ground.  I  have  always 
been  prepared  either  to  postpone  or  to 
amend  the  right  to  work,  and  I  think 
this  has  been  common  knowledge  on 
the  Front  Bench.  But  I  must  say 
that,  even  with  regard  to  the  right  to 
work  clause,  there  has  been  a  certain 
amount  of  misapprehension.  I  will  not 
argue  the  question  whether  employment 
by  local  authorities  according  to  this 
Bill  must  be  at  a  standard  rate  of  wages 
or  not.  It  is  an  arguable  question. 
But  I  certainly  understood  that  it  was 
not  in  the  Bill,  and  I  should  be  prepared 
to  cut  it  out  if  it  is  in  the  Bill.  One 
thing  is  certain  and  that  is  that  there 
must  be  maintenance,  should  the  neces- 
sity arise.  This  Bill  contemplates  coming 
to  the  assistance  of  a  man  before  he  has 
lost  his  self-respect,  instead  of  coming 
to  his  assistance  when  he  has  got  right 
down  into  the  gutter.  The  local  authori- 
ity  need  not  under  this  Bill  supply  work 
at  all,  provided  that  it  deals  with  the 
maintenance  problem,  which  it  can  do 
by  gift,  or  a  very  simple  Amendment 
would  make  it  possible  to  deal  with  it  by 
loan  or  by  the  issue  of  rent  tickets.  I 
admit  that  this  clause  has  very  important 
financial  aspects  for  national  and  local 
finance,  but  I  do  want  on  the  general 
principle  to  make  an  especial  appeal 
to  county  Members.  They  have  come 
over  and  over  again  to  this  House  and 
asked  us  to  pity  the  agricultural  labourer, 
and  they  have  said  that  the  agricultural 
labourer  should  have  security  of  tenure. 
Now  what  is  security  of  tenure,  unless 
it  be  the  right  of  continuous  work  and 
an  assured  home  to  live  in  ?  I  am  simply 
asking  that  the  security  of  tenure,  which 
it  is  the  avowed  policy  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  extend  to  the  agricultural 
districts,  should  be  applied  to  my  own 
constituents,  who  live  in  tenements, 
and  who  are  just  as  fond  of  their  one 
little  room  as  the  agricultural  labourer 
is  of  his  whole  cottage,  and  just  as  much 


entitled  to  consideration  by  this  House. 
I  come  back  again  to  the  penal  clause. 
That  is  at  least  a  statement  of  principle 
and  a  statement  of  a  salutary  and  whole- 
some principle.  We  could  not  ask  this 
House  to  recognise  in  any  form  the 
right  to  work  unless  we  also  were  agree- 
able at  any  rate  to  impose  the  duty  of 
work,  and  even  here  we  have  made  a 
very  important  concession  which  I  re- 
commend to  the  notice  of  hon.  Members 
opposite.  The  penal  clause  is  not  so 
drastic  as  to  be  applied  to  the  wealthy 
classes,  to  the  millionaires,  or  th3  land- 
holders, or  the  brewery  shareholders. 
We  have  only  applied  it  to  those  who 
cannot  themselves  provide  maintenance 
and  because  in  our  practical  experience 
we  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that 
you  can  never  solve  this  problem  until 
you  segregate  the  loafer  and  the  unem- 
ployable, who  were  so  accurately 
described  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Cam- 
berwell  a  few  days  ago  as  those  who 
live  as  parasites  on  the  classes  above 
them,  dragging  them  down  to  their 
own  level.  In  this  formidable  task  I 
have  one  encouragement.  I  am  to 
be  opposed  by  somebody,  and  I  rather 
hope  It  is  my  hon.  friend  the  Member 
for  Preston.  Whenever  I  regard  the 
broad  philosophic  brow  of  my  hon. 
friend  I  am  always  reminded  of  the 
University  of  Oxford,  which  was  once 
described  as  "  The  H  )me  of  Lost  Causes.' 
At  the  same  time  1  am  not  going  to 
trouble  the  House  with  any  attempt 
to  answer  the  economic  propositions  laid 
down  in  a  reasoned  Amendment.  I 
want  to  avoid,  as  far  as  possible,  any- 
thing of  a  purely  debating  character. 
I  have  the  notes  here,  but  I  think 
the  House  would  be  relieved  if  I  allowed 
somebody  else  to  take  part  in  this 
debate.  I  bring  forward  this  Bill  as  a 
convinced  Liberal.  1  believe  that  Liberal- 
ism, '"f  it  is  to  be  of  any  value  as  a  political 
faith,  must  be  based  upon  respect  for 
the  individual,  and  that  is  the  basis  of 
legislation  for  old  age,  for  children,  or 
for  sweated  workers.  This  is  the  only 
Bill  before  the  House,  it  is  the  only  hint 
of  a  positive  policy,  on  this  subject. 
It  is  possible  that  a  better  hope  may 
arise  this  afternoon  and  that  there  may 
be  a  definite  pronouncement — I  do  not 
know — on  this  subject.  But  I  do  think 
that  we    mi^ht  at  any  rate  put  a  time 
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2a ve  T^z^rdiiiz  its  interest  in  the  Trad^ 
Disp^ites  Bill.     The  Parliamentary  Com- 
mittee   of    iLe   Trade    Union    Congress, 
and    the    (V^agress    itself,    the    Genfral 
Marj.3k?e!nerit  Committee  of  the  Federa- 
tion of  Trade  Unions,  and  the  Executive 
of  the  Labour  Party,    and   the  Labour 
Party  itself,  together   with   two  special 
conferences     called    from     every    trad? 
union  in  the  country,    had  unanimously 
and    emphatically    declared    that    thev 
were  in  favour  of  the  principle  that  thev 
had  sought  to  embody  in  this  Bill.    He 
was   perfectly    prepared    to    admit  that 
the   Bill  had  far-reaching  results,    that 
perhaps  for  the  first  time  in  the  history 
of  the  House  the  problem  of  the  uneai- 
employed  man  was  being  faced  straighr 
away    from   top    to    bottom.     The  Bill 
did  not  propose  to  remedy  the  problem 
from  the  beginning ;     it  "only  proposed 
to  deal  with  the  results  of  certain  in- 
dustrial and  economic  factors.     Legisla- 
tion  that  was  to   remedy   the  problem 
from  the  beginning  must  be  of  a  different 
character.     They  had  already  indicated 
from  their  side  of  the  House,  and  the 
Government  had  also  indicat^  certain 
lines  upon  which  this   problem  should 
be  attacked  fundamentally,    but  whilst 
they  had  done  that  they  must  remember 
that  there  was  an  enormous  reponsibilirr 
placed  upon  the  House  to  alleviate  the 
distress  which  was  the  result  of  the  evil 
conditioixs     under     which     they    Uved. 
The  general  plan  of  the    Bill  was  very 
simple.     It  imposed  certain  responsibili- 
ties and  duties  upon  certain  authoritiei, 
partly  local    and    partly    national:  it 
declared  that  there  was  a  combination 
of  interests  and  responsibilities  in  thi» 
matter,   that   Whitehall,   together  with 
the   town    hall    of    every    consideiahle 
place  in  the  country,   must  join  their 
forces,     intelligence,     and     powers    in 
alleviating    the     distress     which    aioee 
from     unemployment.       Thetefoie,  the 
macluTiery    which    had    been   described 
so  well  by  his    hon.    friend   had  been 
created,     based     upon    the    experience 
of   the   Technical    Education  Boaid  of 
the  London  Coimty  Coimcil  and  of  the     j 
Advisory  Committee   of  the  Edncatiatt     | 
Department,  and  upon  the  pn^joial  of 
**'  ^  Government  contained  in  last  mr's 
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There  was  not  much  dispute  ahoat  that 
machiuery,   so   he   ^ould  put  on.   He 
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felt  perfectly  certaiu  that  when  he 
referred  to  Clause  3  everybody  who  had 
studied  the  Bill  would  say  :  "  Yes,  that 
is  the  centre  of  the  Bill."  His  hon. 
friend  had  said  he  was  willing  to  post- 
pone Clause  3,  but  he  was  bound  to 
confess  that  they  on  that  side  of  the 
House  were  not.  Clause  3  to  them  was 
the  kernel  of  the  measure.  They  had 
never  hidden  the  fact,  they  had  preached 
the  fact  from  the  housetops,  and  they 
would  leave  that  House  and  continue 
preaching  from  the  housetops  the  same 
gospel.  The  Labour  Party  stood,  for  the 
right  to  work ;  they  had  nothing  to 
withdraw  from  that  and  no  modification 
to  make.  The  Labour  Party  was  per- 
fectly prepared  to  admit  that  to  carry 
out  the  principle  of  the  right  to  work 
without  care  or  consideration  might  be 
an  exceedingly  dangerous  and  disastrous 
proposal,  but  the  Labour  Party,  in 
drafting  this  Bill  and  this  clause,  had 
indicated  by  limiting  words  and  expres- 
sions, and  also  by  supplementing  Clause  3 
by  Clause  12,  that  they  were  perfectly 
prepared  to  allow  bye-laws  stating  the 
conditions  of  the  application  of  Clause  3. 
They  had  come  to  the  conclusion — 
and  every  economist  (with  the  exception 
of  the  economists  who  stood  for  lost 
causes ;  not  only  lost  causes  but  dead 
causes,  causes  that  were  only  mourned 
over  now),  and  every  social  investigator, 
with  Mr.  Charles  Booth  at  their  head, 
had  laid  down  the  dictum  that  modem 
industry  demanded  a  surplusage  of 
labour  in  order  to  carry  it  on.  There 
was  another  doctrine  which  he  believed 
was  just  as  acceptable  to  those  who 
had  thought  it  out,  and  that  was 
that  modem  industry  also  required, 
every  now  and  again,  a  critical 
condition  of  imemployment.  It  did  not 
only  require  its  2  per  cent,  always,  but  it 
required  its  10  per  cent,  occasionally,  so 
that  whilst  in  the  shady  comer  of  the 
stage  of  life  they  had  for  ever  the  tragedy 
of  unemploxTnent  bein^  played,  they  hadi, 
periodically,  right  out  in  the  full  glare  of 
the  footlights,  the  same  tragedy  coming 
to  disturb  their  conHci^nces  and  to  give 
them  political  troubles  as  well.  There 
was  the  starting  point  in  the  Bill.  If 
they  agreed  with  that  starting  point 
would  they  not  agree  with  this  corollary, 
that  if  they  had  to  have  unemployment, 
not  because  the  men  unemployed  were 


inferior  in  charftcter  to  the  men  employed, 
but  because  of  the  very  nature  of  the 
organisation  of  their  industry  they  must 
have  that  margin — would  they  not  agree- 
with  him  that  it  was  a  logical,  f^^r  &i^d 
humane  corollary  that  the  burden  of 
unemplo}Tnent  should  not  be  placed  upon 
the  backs  of  those  weak  men  ?  If  it  was- 
necessary  for  society  that  a  section  should, 
be  without  work,  was  it  not  the  duty  of 
society  to  take  care  that  that  section: 
should  not  be  trodden  down  to  destmc- 
tion  ?  The  more  clearly  that  they  imder- 
stood  intellectually  the  character  of  this- 
problem,  the  more  difficult  was  it  morally 
to  refuse  to  recognise  the  right  to  work  •; 
the  more  clear  their  intelligence  became? 
regarding  the  nature  of  unemployment,, 
the  more  impossible  was  it  for  them  to- 
say :  "  This  is  a  passing  phenomenon 
that  has  to  be  dealt  with  by  charity 
or  philanthropy,  or  by  some  odds  and 
ends  of  legislation."  The  movement  for 
dealing  with  the  unemployed  was  bound 
to  go  more  and  more  in  the  directiwi  of 
Clause  3.  Some  of  his  friends  on  both* 
sides  of  the  House  fancied  they  heard  a- 
sort  of  rumble  of  the  tumbril  of  Socialism  p 
they  saw  through  this  clause  a  sort  of 
doleful  and  melancholy  procession  of  som^ 
doomed  king  to  the  Place  de  la  Concorde^ 
where  a  Socialist  executioner  with  &  red 
cap  was  going  to  chop  off  his  head-  It 
was  a  nightmare  vision,  and  he  was  bound, 
to  say  that,  judging  by  the  newspapers^ 
that  morning,  those  who  used  to  be  itt 
high  places  were  very  troubled  by  tiiose^ 
nightmares.  But  if  that  was  so,  he  would 
like  to  know  who  it  was  that  led  the? 
Sansculottes  to  the  bombardment  of  the 
Bastille?  Who  was  it  that  took  the 
Judiths  of  Saint  Antoine  out  on  the  streets* 
to  start  this  Revolution  ?  Nobody  else: 
but  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  who  repre- 
sented Dublin  in  this  House.  He  began 
it  all.  He  was  the  man  who  said  to  the^ 
unemployed  :  "  Entertain  expectation  to- 
work  for  the  State  and  of  employment  bjr 
the  State."  He  it  was  who  said  to  them  : 
"  Go  to  your  town  halls  and  your  distress- 
committees,  and  put  your  name  down  aa- 
being  unemployed."  He  it  was.  who 
said  :  "  I  will  supply  money  or  machinery,. 
I  will  supply  money  to  open  registers,, 
and  to  buy  land,  and  create  committees,, 
and  employ  clerks,  and  buy  red  tape,'* 
in  order  that  all  this  sort  of  thing  should 
be  done.     If  the  sound  of  Socialism  filled 
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no'good«   If  it  ended  there,  it  was  no  good, 
"but  if  it  subserved  something  else,  of 
-pouTse  it  was  good.   They  wanted  training 
i^ork.    They  did  not  wr  nt  to  put  men  to 
ijhe  same  work  they  were  doing  now,  be- 
cause that  would  only  incn  ase  the  volume 
'of  unemployment.     Hon.  Members  must 
not  think  they  were  the  only  people  who 
-were  aware  of  those  considerations.    Ca st - 
ing  his  mind  back  over  twenty  years,  he 
llad  known  some  hon.  Members  in  that 
House  who  had  fallen  foul  of  him  because 
lie  did  suggest  that  the  problem  was  diffi- 
cult, more  difficult  than  they  thought  at 
the  time.    He  stood  where  he  stood  then. 
They  did  not  want  to  put  the  unemployed 
to  the  same  work  as  that  which  they  could 
not  get  in  the  open  market.    H  e  hoped  the 
House  would  take  that  as  a  very  definite 
and  decisive  statement.    Moreover,  they 
•did  not  want  to  supply  the  same  market  as 
•existed  now.    Of  course,  it  was  one  of  the 
aspects  of  the  phenomena  of  unemploy- 
ment that  the  market  was  overcrowded. 
There  was  the  fact,  and  they  had  in  thoir 
minds  in    constructing   this  machinery 
and  in  imposing  this  duty  upon  the  State, 
that  new  mirkets  should  be  found,  th^t 
new  work  should  be  found.     It  •might 
lave  expression  in  this  way  :   the  utilisa- 
tion of  waste  labour  upon  wast«  nationel 
resources.    He  had  trespassed  long  on  the 
time  of  the  House.     They  felt  there  was 
no  use  in  blinking  the  point — that  this 
-was  a  very  large  question  for  a  Friday 
afternoon.     There.were  limits  to  a  Friday 
afternoon  debate  which  could  not  be  ex- 
•o^ded ;  otherwise,  a  certain  result  might 
follow.     But  to-day  they  had  an  Amend- 
ment, clear,  definite,  and  within  narrow 
-compass.     If  they  had  a  vote  on  th^t 
Amendment  the  Labour  Party  would  be 
perfectly  satisfied.    He  hoped  they  were 
going  to  have  a  vote  on  it.     All  sides  of 
the  House,  he   believed,  were  agreed  to 
take  a  vote.    The  Labour  Party  welcomed 
it.    They  would  be  heartily  sorry  if  they 
^d  not  get  that  vote.    So  far  as  the  general 
principles  of  their  Bill  were  concerned  they 
lelt  that  it  was  perhaps  necessary   to 
trespass  somewhat  upon  the  indulgence 
of  the  House,  in  order  to  remove  some 
misconceptions,  and  to  make  clear  cer- 
tain statements  in  the  Bill  which  might 
not  be  perfectly  clear.     Right  hon.  and 
lion«  Members  must  not  expect  that  this 
Agitation  waygoing  to  be  buried  or  ended 
to^ay.    That  was  a  mere  incident  in  a  big 


agitation.  It  was  the  mere  opening  sen- 
tence in  a  chapter  which  might  be  long, 
which  might  be  exciting,  and  might  be  por- 
tentous, so  that  it  was  necessary  for  them 
to  make  a  clear  statement  of  what  they 
meant  and  what  th^y  proposed  in  the  Bill. 
He  felt  perfectly  certain  that  the  Grovem- 
ment  was  altogether  under-estimating  the 
tremendous  interest  that  wai  being  taken 
by  the  working  men  of  the  country 
in  this  question.  They  were  thoroughly 
ashamed  of  the  spectacle  of  a  work- 
man out  of  employment,  trudging 
about  the  streets,  ragged  and  fringed, 
going  down  to  his  own  destruction.  They 
believed  that  the  people  of  the  country 
would  support  them  in  asking  that  the 
Hause  should  lend  every  energy  it  had, 
and  use  every  power  at  its  disposal,  to 
remove  that  stain  and  that  disgrace  from 
our  Christianity  and  our  civilisation. 

Question  proposed,    '*  That  this   Bill 
be  now  reaU  a  second  time." 

♦Mr.  MAiSpiSON  (Burnley)  rose  to 
move  an  Amendment,  to  the  effect  that 
the  House,  whivje  ready  to  consider  any 
practical  proposal  for  dealing  with  the 
evil  of  unemployibent,  could  not  entertain 
a  measure  which,  by  wasting  the  resources 
of  the  nation,  ^ould  t&ow  out  of 
work  more  persons^  than  it  could  assist, 
and  would  destroy  t^e  power  of  organised 
labour,  but  hoped  that  the  Government 
would  give  inamedia^^  consideration  to 
the  recommendations  lin  the  forthconiing 
Report  of  the  Poor  'Law  Commission, 
so  far  as  they  dealt  with  unemployments 
He  agreed  at  once,  h®  said,  as  to  the 
importance  of  this  question.  The  mover 
of  the  Bill  had  expressed  a  kind  of  regret 
that  his  hon.  friend  tJie  Member  for 
Preston  was  not  in  the* place  which  he 
now  occupied,  and  had\  described  the 
hon.  Gentleman  as  "thej  leader  of  lost 
causes."  He  regretted  that  the  hon. 
Member  had  said  that,  bee  ause  a  Radical 
should  be  the  last  to  twiit  people  with 
lost  causes.  The  independ  ence  of  Poland 
was  a  lost  and  dead  cause  but  he  would 
sooner  be  a  defeated  Pole  th  an  a  victorious 
Russian.  The  short-lived  Republic  of 
Rome  was  a  lost  cause,  /but  he  would 
sooner  be  a  Mazzini  th^  a  Napoleon. 
The  hon.  Member  for  Leicester  had  said 
that  some  of  them  thougHt  that  Socialists 
lived  in  Heaven.    He  cJnfessed  that  he 
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had  never  associated  Socialism  with 
Heaven.  He  wanted  to  admit  —  and 
it  was  an  admission  which  he  believed 
was  common  to  every  man  who  opposed 
this  Bill — ^the  gravity  of  the  evil  of 
unemployment.  It  was  exaggerated, 
often  very  grossly  exaggerated,  and,  if 
necessary,  he  could  show  that  unemploy- 
ment had  been  very  much  worse  in  our 
own  country  than  at  present,  and  it 
certainly  was  as  bad  and  sometimes 
worse  in  other  countries.  He  agreed 
entirely  with  what  had  been  said  about 
the  fate  of  the  imemployed  man.  Of 
course,  a  rather  realistic  picture  had 
been  drawn  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
Leicester,  but  in  ordinary  experience 
they  would  have  to  modify  it  a 
little  [*•  No "]  among  some  trades 
which  worked  by  the  hour.  They  would 
not,  for  instance,  paint  such  a  picture 
of  a  joiner  because  he  was  out  of 
employment  a  day  or  two.  He 
thoroughly  agreed  that  nothing  worse 
could  come  to  a  man.  His  experience 
of  unemployment,  he  was  glad  to 
say,  was  a  limited  one,  but  it  lasted 
long  enough  to  have  burnt  into  him 
for  all  time  the  misery  and  despair 
which  came  over  men  from  prolonged 
terms  of  unemployment.  The  opponents 
oi  the  Bill  were  just  as  anxious  and 
just  as  well  equipped  to  assist  in  the 
solution  of  the  problem  of  unemploy- 
ment as  hon.  Members  opposite.  He 
was  a  little  sick  of  the  notion  that  the 
Labour  Party,  and  especially  the  Socialist 
section  of  it,  had  a  monopoly  of  sym- 
pathy with  the  unemployed.  He  denied 
the  monopoly  of  sympathy,  and  especially 
the  monopDly  of  knowledge.  It  was  no 
-qualification  to  sit  with  the  Labour  Party 
-diat  a  man  mu^t  be  a  labourer.  An  em- 
ployer could  go  there.  It  would  be  as 
well  if  they  wiped  away  the  myth  which 
had  grown  up  in  this  Parliament  that 
knowledge  of  labour  matters  and  sym- 
pathy rested  with  hon.  Members  opposite 
exclusively.  The  hon.  Member  for 
Leicester,  speaking  in  his  own  constitu- 
ency the  other  night,  had  said  he  was 
very  anxious  to  divide  the  sheep  from  the 
goats.  That  was  exactly  what  he  (Mr. 
Uaddison)  desired,  because  they  on 
that  side  happened  to  be  the  sheep 
and  they  would  be  very  glad  to  see  how 
wtMiy  goats  there  were.  The  problem 
was  fwt  a  simple  one,  and   he  would 


expect  the  hon.  Member  for  Leicester, 
unlike  some  of  his  more  reckless  friends, 
to  admit  that.  It  was  a  complex  ques^ 
tion.  The  causes  of  unemployment  were 
varied  and  obviously  the  remedies 
for  it  must  be  equally  various.  Un* 
fitness  came  into  this  problem  on  all 
hands.  There  was  the  physically  unfit 
man,  there  was  the  technically  unfit  maUi 
and  there  was  the  morally  unfit  man, 
who  was  the  despair  of  this  problem. 
H)  could  not  help  saying  that  Socialists 
did  great  harm  to  their  own  cause — 
though  with  that  he  had  no  concern; 
the  more  they  injured  it  the  better 
it  was  from  his  point  of  view.  But 
when  a  man,  holding  a  position  in  that 
House,  went  about  the  country  and 
played  with  this  great  question  and 
pandered  to  the  thoughtless  and  the 
thriftless  and  the  demoralised,  he  said 
to  them  they  would  help  to  solve  this 
problem  far  better  by  talking  sense  out« 
side  than  by  bringing  nonsense  in^de  this 
House.  Let  him  quote  the  hon.  Member 
for  0)lne  Valley,  the  one  and  only 
Socialist  in  the  House  who  ran  up  the 
Socialist  flag  and  did  not  get  in  under 
the  trade  union  flag.  The  hon.  Member 
went  to  his  (Mr.  Maddison's)  constituency 
and,  referring  to  the  poverty  of  people, 
used  these  words — 

*'  It  is  wonderful  to  me  to  think  they  have 
not  got  drunk,  and  if  they  have  got  drunk  after 
paying  for  their  fuel  and  provender  I  think  they 
ought  to  be  given  credit  for  extremely  gr»od 
finance." 

Was  that  the  way  to  emancipate  the 
workmen,  to  go  to  them  in  their  miseryi 
with  their  lax  moral  grip  and  lack  of 
stamina,  and  tell  them  in  a  joking, 
laughing  way  that  if  they  had  got  drunk 
they  were  good  chancellors  of  the  ex- 
chequer of  their  own  affairs  ?  It  was 
not  that  way  that  progress  came.  What 
was  the  remedy  that  hon.  Members 
offered  }  To  begin  with,  as  people  usually 
did  who  attempted  to  bring  the  mil- 
lennium within  a  year  or  two,  the  two 
pioheers  were  already  at  loggerheads. 
The  hon.  Member  for  St.  Pancras,  who, 
with  more  courage  than  discretion,  had 
stepped  into  this  conflict,  had  used  some 
very  strange  words.  For  instance, 
trade  unionists  opposite  must  have  been 
very  much  amused  with  his  statement 
about  the  electrification  of  trams,  the 
laying  down  of  roads,  th&  \>\\^<^cck%  ^^. 
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the    County    Council  palace,   when   he ;      Mr.  ARTHUR  HENDERSON :    Cer- 
said  that  these  were  questions  that  trade   tainlj. 
unions  could  not  grip.     When  he  knew 
more   about  trade   unionism   he   would 
know  that  some  of  the  best  unions  were 


*Mr.  MADDISON  said  aU  he  could  say 
was  that  the  hon.  Member  had  travelled 
those    which    had    actually     unskilled   a  long  distance  in  a  very   short  time, 
labourers.     It   must   not   be   said   that '.  because  he  had  spent   a  good  deal  of 


time  in  the  constituency  he  now  repre- 
sented in  denouncing  up  hill  and  dowa 
dale  the  very  doctrine  which  he  had 
now  been  driven  to  admit. 


trade  unionism  had  no  control  over 
unskilled  labour,  though  he  regretted  that 
they  had  not  more  control.  The  more 
they  got  hold  of  unskilled  labour  to 
organise  it  the  more  they  had  his  sym- 
pathy. The  hon.  Member  for  St.  Pancras.  ;  Mr.  ARTHUR  HENDERSON  :  You 
in  a  light,  airy  way,  coming  out  of ;  have  gone  back, 
his    sublime     innocence,    said    he    wm  | 

inclined  to  give  up  the  mere  trifle  con-  i      Mr.    MADDISON    said    if    the    hon. 
tained  in  the  Bill  of  the  right  to  work.    Member  could  point  out    to    him  any 
But    the   hon.    Member    for    Leicester,    time  when  he  had  any  such  lapse  in  hi* 
who  had  a  heavy  mortgage  on  him  from  ■  reason  as  to  be  a  Socialist   he  would 
the  Socialist  side,  had  to  clear  himself  of  \  apologise.     He  wondered    whether    the 
that  at  once.     The   hon.   Member  was  .  hon.  Member  for  Leicester  really  believed 
dumfounded  at  the  thought  of  giving  up  ;  in  the  Bill.     The  hon.  Member  took  & 
the  right  to  work.     That,  according  to  |  very  isolated  position  about   a   certain 
him,  was  the  thing  they  had  to  assert,  i  Bill    dealing    with    sweated    industries. 
He  hoped  his  hon.  friend  saw  now  how  ;  The  Trade  Union  Congress  was  against 
completely    he    was   given    up    by    the   Wwi,  the  Labour  Party  wa^  against  hinu 
comrades,  and  he  hoped  Members  on  that   everybody  else  was  against  him,  he  stood 
side  would  have  taken  in  the  full  import :  alone,  and  he  thought  he  stood  with  a 
of  that.     They  were  not  concerned  now    good  deal  of  economic  acridity.     It  ww 
with  machinery  here  and  details  there,  i  difficult  to  say  if  he  really   believed  in 
He  hoped  the  House  and  the  Government  j  the  Bill.     The  temperature   of  thp  hon. 
too,  realised,  that  they  were  concerned    Member's  Socialism  was  subject  to  violent 
with  a  great  principle,   which  was  the    fluctuations.      It     rose     from     zero    in 
stock-in-trade  of  Socialist  agitation,  which  I  that    House,    and    at  Leicester,    in   an 
was  preached  especially  on  Sunday,  when  |  ascending  scale  through  public  meetings 
other  people  were  at  morning  or  evening  j  ^P  .  *^    boiling-point    at     International 
service.     Up  and  down  the  country  men  |  Socialist    Congresses.     He    was    sssuied 
were  being  told — some  of  them,  through  ;  that  at  the  Stuttgart  Congress  he  wis 
no  fault  of  their  own,  ignorant  men —   really  a  terrible  person.     He  had  road 
that  there  was  a  way  by  which  everybody    some  of  his  speeches.     He   hoped  thcr 
could  get  work,  and  nobody  could  be    ^ad  not  got  to  this  country,  because  lie 
out  of  work.     That  was  the  meaning  of  .  was  quite  sure  the  hon.  Member's  asaocia- 
the  right  to  work.     That  was  the  ques- ,  tion  with  Dives  would  be  cut  off.     This 
tion  that  was  before  the  House  in  this  I  Bill  was  the  first-fruits  of  the  Socialist 
Bill.    Let  that  be  given  up,  and  nothing  :  agitation.     There  was  a  very  interesting 
else  was  any  use.     In  its  present  form  the    circular  floating  about  the  House  from 
Bill  w^as  unfit  to  go  to  a  Committee.    In  I  the   Independent  Labour  Party,   which 
a  mutilated  form  it  was  not  worthy  of  j  ^^  had  not  imfortimately  been  able  ta 
sending  to  a  Committee.    That  was  the   get  hold  of — it  was  his  misfortune  that 
issue  that  had  to  be  faced.    Let  them  just  |  ^^  had  so  few  friends  across  the  load— 
look  at  the   Bill  as  it  really  was,  not    i'^  which  the  Party  announced  that  this 
covered  with  fine  phrases,   picturing  in :  was  the  first  step — a  necessary  step^  an 
thrilling  voice  the  terrible  plight  of  the  i  inevitable    step— to     Socialism.     Tiadfr 
miemploycd.     He  wondered  if  the  hon.  '  unionists  did  not  want  f  his  Bill  at  iD^ 
Member  for  Barnard  Castle  was  a  sub-  i  ^^^^  apart  from  trade  unionB  altogBAir^ 
scriber  to  the  doctrine  of  the   right  to  '  ^^^^  ^^iU  ^ad  a  very  intew  sting  evohlioiu 
work.  .  Socialism  last  year  was  flnHJM  JBto  »> 
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bad  way,  because  hon.  Members  opposite 
in  the  opinion  of  their  friends  outside, 
were  making  an  awful  mess  of  it,  and 
something  had  to  be  done.  Here  was 
what  Mr.  Russell  Smart  wrote  in  the 
Labour   Leader — 

••  The  policy  the  party  has  pursued  this 
session  is  identifying  it  with  the  Radicals. 
The  average  man  who  has  no  eye  for  nice  dis- 
tinctions is  beginning  to  look  on  it  as  the 
advanced  guard  of  the  Liberals.  Already  we 
see  si^n^  of  a  Tory  reaction.  If  the  Labour 
Party  accepts  Macdonald*s  fatal  guidance  it 
will  share  in  the  general  disaster." 

That    general   disaster   had    got   to   be 
averted,  and  this  Bill  was  intended  to 
avert   it.     This   Bill  had   afforded   rich 
miterial  for  the  orations  of  many  hon. 
Members     opposite     on     the     Labour 
Benches.     He    sympathised    with    any 
little  defects   in   the   drafting,   and   he 
hoped  no  apology  would  be  mide  for 
any  little  slips.     With  the  "  right  to  work  " 
principle  contained  in  it,  he  was  not  very 
much  troubled  about  a  comma,  because 
this  principle  was  being  put  forward  as 
the    matured    product    of    people    who 
believed  they  had  found  in  it  a  remedy 
for  the  unemployed  problem.     Clause  3 
of  the  Bill  provided  that  everyone  was 
to  be  provided  with  work.     There  had 
been  considerable  difference  of  opinion 
as  to  whether  that  work  was  to  be  pro- 
Fided  at  th^  standard  rate  of  wages,  and 
thia  all  depended  upon  the  insertion  of 
a    comma   in   the    clause.     He    wanted 
to     know     if     the     trade  -  union    rate 
of    wages    was   meant.     What   rate  of 
wages    wa9    going   to   be    paid  ?     How 
would    it    affect   the    building    trade  ? 
Were  all  the  building  schemes  mentioned 
under  this  Bill  to  be  carried  out  at  trade- 
union   rates  ?     The   first   question  that 
suggested    itself    was:  How    were    the 
workers  so  employed  to  be  paid  ?  Accord- 
ing to  the  hon.  Member  for  Leicester, 
wages  paid  under  the  scheme  would  not 
be    at    the    trade-union    rate.    If    that 
were  so,  the  Bill  would  have  the  effect  of 
depressing  wages,  and  against  that  he 
protested  as  a  trade  unionist.     In  fact, 
the  Bill  would  be  far  less  serious  if  the 
trade-union  rates  of  wages  were  provided 
by  it,  though  it  would  be  open  to  criti- 
cism from  another  point  of  view.     Then 
came    the    important    question:  What 
was  the  work  to  be?     Were  the  pro- 
moters of  the  Bill  going  to  put  unemployed 
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boilermakers  to  ploughing  1     It  they  did, 
he  would  advise  them  not  to  stand  very 
near  them.     Would  they  put  weavers, 
whose   hands   were    as    delicate    as    a 
woman's,  to  the  hard  work  of  making 
drains  ?      The    hon.    Member    for    St. 
Pancras    siid    he    would     not    discuss 
economics.      It    was   true    that   econo- 
mics  had   very   little   to  do  with    the 
Bill.     He    said    that     there     was     the 
Consolidated  Fund  Bill  with  which  thev 
could   do   almost    anything  they  liked, 
but  he  would  remind  the  hon.  Member 
that  somebody  had  to  pay  for  it,  and 
those  who  would  have  to  pay  the  moit 
were  the  working  classes.     It  must  be 
obvious  that  to  provide  work  they  would 
have  to  fall  back  upon   land   schemes. 
Of  all  the  fallacies  that  prevailed  in  the 
House,  and  they  were  many,  the  most 
ridiculous   was  that  the   cultivation  of  . 
land  required  no  skill.     ["  Hear,  hear."] 
"  Put  the   people   back  on   the   land " 
was  now  the  great  cry.     He  was  a  com- 
positor, and  he  would  sooner  go  to  gaol 
than  go  on  the  land.     Indeed,  he  thought 
he  would  serve  his  country  better  in  gaol 
than  on  the  land.     He  was  an  advocate 
of  putting  the  people  on  the  land,  but 
they  must  be  the  right  people.     There 
was  no  way  in  which  money  could  be 
lost  more  quickly  than  on  the  land.     He 
was  all  in  favour  of  going  back  to  the 
land,  but  it  was  a  luxury  he  always  passed 
on  to  other  people.     He  wanted  to  see 
the  proper  people  placed  on  the  land. 
There  were  tens  of  thousands  of  such 
people   in   this    country,    but   the    Bill 
would  do  nothing  for  them.     It  would  put 
on  the  land  people  who  ought  never  to 
be  there,  and  would  mean  ruinous  and 
disastrous  land  schemes.     The  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Leicester  had  said  that  the  Joint 
Board  and  Parliamentary  Committee  of 
the   Federation    of   Trade    Unions   and 
the  Labour  Party  had  drafted  this  Bill. 
He  held  the  Report  of  that  Committee 
in  his  hand,  and  he  challenged  anybody 
to  get  up  and  cite  one  single  sentence 
which   justified    the    basic    principle    of 
this  Bill,  which  was  the  right  to  work. 
What  was  the  fact  ?     They  laid  down 
that  two  things  seemed  to  be  necessary : 
**  (1)  To  use  all  our  efforts  to  prevent  a 
decrease  in  the  demand  for  labour ;    (2) 
to  meet  any  decrease  which  may  occur 
by   decreasing   the   working   hours   per 
day  or  per  week,  inatftad  ol»  ^  ^\»  ^xfc^xiX.^ 
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decreaslQg  the  number  of  workers  em- 
ployed." The  whole  plea  of  the  Report 
was  an  appeal  to  trade  unionists  to  stop 
systematic  overtime,  soithat  when  employ- 
ment shrank  the  hours  should  shrink 
also,  rather  than  turn  the  poor  fellows 
out  of  work.  There  was  no  discrimina- 
tion in  the  Bill.  Let  them  take  the  penal 
clause.  He  was  not  prepared  to  place  the 
poorest  at  the  tender  mercies  of  the  local 
authority  and  unpaid  magiBtrates  as  this 
Bill  proposed.  The  question  would  have  to 
be  dealt  with  in  a  far  more  careful  manner 
than  that.  If  they  put  a  watchmaker 
to  digging  a  drain,  and  he  refused  to  do 
the  work  on  the  ground  that  he  was 
unfitted  for  it,  would  they  send  him  to 
a  penal  colony  1  [Laboub  cries  of 
"Read  the  Bill."] 

Mb.  ALDEN  (holding  up  a  copy  of 
the  Bill) :  Read  the  clause.  [Cries  of 
"Order!"] 

♦Mb.  MADDISON  :  lAy  hon.  friend  is 
lather  excited.  There  is  great  danger 
in  excitement. 

Mb.  ARTHUR  HENDERSON  :  There 
is  greater  danger  in  making  wild  state- 
ments. 

Mb.  MADDISON  :  I  am  surprised  to 
hear  that  from  the  hon.  Member.  I 
thought  the  danger  to  a  cause  lay  in 
considered  statements. 

Mb.  CURRAN  (Durham,  Jarrow)  made 
a  remark  which  did  not  reach  the  Press 
GJallery. 

*Mb.  MADDISON :  The  hon.  Member 
for  Jarrow  must  be  excused  as  he 
is  used  to  going  to  Socialist  con- 
gresses, where  there  are  no  manners. 
["  Oh,  oh  I  "]  The  right  to  work  could 
not  stand  alone.  It  was  his  misfortime 
to  have  to  read  a  great  deal  of  Socialist 
literature;  and  he  thought  he  knew 
what  Socialists  were  thinking  about.  If 
the  right  to  work  were  admitted,  it  must 
be  followed  up  by  giving  the  State — 
upon  whom  the  burden  of  providing 
the  work  would  be  placed — a  control 
over  the  lives  of  the  workers,  to  which 
no  self-respecting  people  wo\ild  submit. 
Writing  of  the  Socialist  State  in  his 
J^.  JfaMison. 


work,  "  Socialism  and  the  Faaailf;^  IkD^. 
H.  G.Wells  said— 

**  The  State  will  pay  for  childtem  Ibeni  legi» 
timately  in  the  marriage  it  will  Baneii^n.  ^  A 
woman  with  healthy  and  succfssfvl  offsprings 
will  draw  a  wage  for  each  one  of  them  from  the- 
State  BO  long  as  they  go  on  well.  It  will  be  her 
wage.  Under  the  State  nhe  will  control  \et- 
child's  upbringing.  How  far  the  husband  wilt 
share  in  the  power  of  direction  k  a  matter  of 
detail  upon  wnich  opinion  may  Tary — ^^and  does- 
vary  very  widely  among  Socialists.** 

He  asked  the  House  to  pause  before- 
they  accepted  the  flimsy  thing  called 
the  right  to  work,  because  when  it  was. 
established  the  State  must  undertake^ 
all  the  functions  foreshadowed  by  Mr. 
Wells.  There  was  a  rich  domain  of 
social  reform,  on  which  the  House- 
might  enter  with  safety  and  to  the- 
advantage  of  the  masses  of  the  people* 
But  that  solid  ground  must  not  be 
confused  with  the  treacherous  morass 
of  State  Socialism — the  grave  of  individual 
liberty  and  of  national  strength.  This 
Bill,  with  all  its  crudeness  and  absurdities^, 
invited  Parliament  to  raise  hopes  vhicb 
co\ild  not  be  fulfilled,  and,  in  the  name 
of  the  unemployed,  to  decrease  employ- 
ment and  to  strike  a  fatal  blow  at  organ- 
ised labour.  Such  a  Bill  did  not  deserve 
the  support  of  this  ancient  House.  He 
begged  to  move. 

♦Me.  VIVIAN  (Birkenhead)*in  seconding; 
the  Amendment,  said  he  might  fairly^ 
state  that  he  had  no  want  of  sympathy^ 
with  those  who  had  brought  in  this 
Bill — sympathy  with  thejr  motive  and 
object.  The  work  that  he -had  been 
engat.fed  in  for  many  years  justified  hin» 
in  making  that  observation.  They  were- 
not  to-day  discussing  whether  there  was 
an  unemployed  problem.  On  that  point 
they  were  practically  in  agreement.   What 

I  they  had  to  consider  was  whether  the  BilE 
now  before  the   House   was   a   remedy" 

I  for  that  evil.  He  submitted  that  they" 
could  not  consider  this  measure  merely 
as  a  debating  society,  but  must  have 
regard  to  the  fact  that  they  were 
responsible  politicians.  He  listened  to- 
the  whole   of   the  speech  of    the    hon. 

^  Member  for  Leicester,   and  he   did  not 

;  find  a  single  word  in  it  which  went 
to  prove  that  this  Bill   was  a  remedy 

I  for  the  evil  in  regard  to  which  he  sa 
eloquently  pleaded.  He  believed  he 
could  agree  with  nearly  every  word  in  that 
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speech,  though  he  could  not  have  made 
it  80  eloquently.  The  problem  before 
the  House  was  not  merely  whether 
certain  shreds  of  the  Bill  might 
eome  through  the  discussion  in  Com- 
mittee upstairs  and  be  translated  into  a 
statute,  but  whether  the  main  principles 
of  the  Bill  deserved  the  approval  of  the 
House.  Further,  they  had  to  consider 
whether  in  the  circumstances  it  was  wise 
for  this  House  to  approve  of  a  measure  of 
this  sort  within  a  few  months  of  a  Report 
being  presented  to  the  House  by  a 
Commission  appointed  by  Parliament, 
one  of  whose  duties  was  to  report  on  this 
problem  on  the  evidence  submitted  to 
it,  and  to  make  suggestions  as  to  the 
remedies  they  ought  to  apply.  Apart  from 
the  question  whether  the  Bill  was  right 
or  wrong,  he  held  that  it  was  unbusiness- 
like and  unwise  to  pass  a  measure  which 
would  crystallise  a  certain  t3rpe  of 
machinery,  all  over  the  country  for 
dealing  with  this  problem  when  the 
Beport  of  the  Commission  and  the  evi- 
dence might  prove  to  the  House  that 
this  particular  machinery  was  unwise, 
and  its  methods  fallacious.  He  asked 
those  hon.  Members  who  favoured  the 
KIl  to  answer  that  question,  and  to  say 
nhetiier  from  the  business  standpoint 
Ijiey  ought  to  proceed  with  it.  If  this 
Bill  passed  into  law,  he  submitted  that 
one  of  its  first  effects  would  be  to  in- 
tensify the  evil.  What  wo\ild  happen 
to  begin  with  ?  It  was  proposed  to 
create  in  all  borough  councils  and  county 
councils  an  unemployed  committee. 
These  conunittees,  if  they  were  to  take 
•  their  work  seriously,  must  appoint 
officials  to  administer  the  work,  to  draw 
up  the  necessary  schemes,  and  to  make 
tiie  necessary  reports.  One  of  the  first 
effects,  therefore,  would  be  to  saddle  the 
local  life  with  the  cost  of  a  very  large 
number  of  permanent  officals  whose 
salaries  wo\ild  immediately  be  withdrawn 
from  productive  labour  and  become  a 
burden  on  the  rates  and  taxes  of  the 
country.  Before  a  penny  was  available 
for  making  employment  there  would  be 
withdrawn  from  the  fund  that  gave  em- 

!>loyment  tens  of  thousands  of  pounds 
or  the  salaries  of  officials.  Their  duty 
would  be  to  provide  work  suitable  to  the 
needs  of  the  individual  applicant  for  any 
or  all  workmen  who  registered  them- 
Belves    as    unemployed    or    other    em- 


ployment "  upon  conditions  not  lower 
than  those  that  are  standard  in  the 
locality,"  and  failing  this  the  Committee 
were  to  provide  maintenance.  If  the  un- 
employed workmen  showed  any  disinclina- 
tion to  foUow  the  work  provided,  they 
might  be  detained  for  a  period  not  ex- 
ceeding six  months.  Was  there  a  Member 
ber  of  this  House  clothed  and  in  his  right 
mind,  who  had  the  faintest  acquaintanqe 
with  human  nature,  economics,  and 
industrial  life,  who  believed  that  these 
proposals,  which  formed  the  heart  of  the 
Bill,  were  a  practical  remedy  for  the.  evil 
of  unemployment  ?  He  doubted  whether 
a  single  person  could  be  faund  who  be- 
lieved that.  The  mover  of  the  Bill 
himself  had  practically  offered  to  with- 
draw the  substance  of  the  Bill,  and  surely 
no  one  would  accuse  him  of  being 
wanting  in  sympathy  in  connection 
with  this  question.  Even  the  hon. 
Member  for  Leicester,  although  he  boldly 
defended  the  main  principles  of  the  Bill^ 
frequently  apologised  for  the  bad  draughts* 
manship,  and  that,  in  itself,  suggested 
that  he  wa^  not  quite  sure  of  his  ground. 
It  was  true  he  did  not  go  so  far  as  the 
hon.  Member  for  St.  Pancras.  If  the  Bijl 
was  not  a  remedy— and  it  was  admitted  it 
was  not — why  should  they  vote  for  it  ? 
He  had  spoken  with  many  Members  who 
intended  to  vote  for  the  Bill,  but  in  no 
single  case  had  they  been  able  to  defend 
it  or  its  main  principles.  There  were 
two  reasons  given  for  voting  for  it.  One 
was  that  they  ha'd  been  worried  by  trade 
unionists  in  their  constituency  to  sup- 
port the  Bill.  The  other  was  that  they 
were  so  full  of  sympathy  with  the  un» 
employed  and  so  struck  by  the  evil 
around  them,  that  they  felt  they  must 
vote  for  something.  He  submitted 
that  that  was  triflmg  with  their  re- 
sponsibility as  legislators  and  their  con- 
stituents had  a  right  to  claim  that 
Members  should  take  their  work  in  the 
House  more  seriously  than  that.  Let 
them  follow  the  Bill  in  practical  work* 
ing.  He  submitted  that  they  ought  to 
have  in  defence  of  the  Bill  a  very  dif- 
ferent class  of  argument  from  that 
to  which  they  had  yet  listened.  They 
had  merely  listened  to  a  plea  that  the 
House  should  do  something.  Surely, 
they  must  show  the  House,  first  of  all, 
roughly  or  approximately  what  such  a 
measure  was  going  to  land  the  country 
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into  in  the  shape  of  finance.  No  board  Again,  he  says — 
of  directors,  not  even  a  parish  council, 
would  pass  su^h  a  measure  n^ithout 
some  calculation  and  estimate  of  the 
financial  side  of  it,  and  what  it  was  going 
to  let  the  country  in  for.  They  ought 
to  have  some  information  of  the  work 
that  was  to  be  found  under  the  Bill. : 
[An  Hox.  Membeb:  What  do  we  pay 
•he  Government  for  ?  ]  Every  Member 
of  the  House  had  his  share  of  responsi- 
bility for  the  Government,  and  he 
refused  to  press  upon  any  Government 
a  mere  abstract  idea  unless  he  was 
able  to  back  ii  up  with  the  support  of 
his  own  intelligence  and  conscience.  The 
Government  consisted  of  men  like  them- 
selves, and  they  had  no  right  to  expect 
the  Government  to  work  miracles  when 
they  could  not  work  miracles  themselves. 
Let  him  take  his  own  town  of  Birken- 
head. First  they  were  to  have  a 
mostly  offi  ialism  appointed.  Suppose 
there  was  depression  in  the  ship- 
building industry,  they  would  have 
shipwrights,  pattern  makers,  and  joiners 
out  of  work.  WTiat  had  the  Bill  to  say 
for  these  men  ?  There  was  no  Member 
on  the  other  s'de  of  the  House  who  had  : 
more  sympathy  with  his  constituents 
out  of  work  than  he  had  h'mself,  and  his  ' 
constituents  knew  it.  A\liat  had  the 
Bill  to  say  for  them  ?  Fortunately,  they 
had  some  information  given  to  them  by 
one  of  the  ablest  and  one  of  the  most 
sincere  and  public  spidted  supporters  of 
the  Bill,  the  hon.  Member  for  the  Black- 
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"There  i»  imported  every  yemr  into  this 
r-oontry  dAinr  produce  of  the  valae  of 
£50.<»>.«»'.  and  it  will  be  the  duty  of  those 
re»foiL«ibIe  for  the  carrying  out  of  the  Act  to 
devi«e  ways  and  means  whereby  this  can  be 
raided  on  onr  own  shores.'* 

His  hon.  friend  the  mover  of  the  Bill, 
and  the  hon.  Member  for  Leicester, 
had  not  the  courage  ox  the  hon.  Member 
for  the  Blackfrairs  Division.  They  did 
not  dare  to  go  into  any  question  of  this 
sort.  He  had  not  found  anyone  who 
could  show  how  this  Bill  would  find 
employment  for  the  unemployed.  What 
was  the  position  of  the  men  who  had 
been  influenced  by  the  hon.  Member's 
circular.  Some  of  them  had  never  seen 
the  Bill.  The  hon.  Member  for  the 
Clitheroe  Division  had  spoken  of  trade 
unions  supporting  this  measure.  He 
refused  to  accept  the  statement  that 
trade  unions  intelligently  supported  the 
measure,  unless  the  arguments  both  for 
and  against  had  been  put  before  them 
by  men  who  understood  the  case,  so 
that  the  trade  unions  could  form  an 
intelligent  conclusion.  The  Party  op- 
posite, he  admitted,  had  the  oppor- 
tunity of  entrance  to  the  trade  union 
branches  more  than  some  of  them  bad. 
[An  Hon.  Member  on  the  Laboub 
Benches :  Hear,  hear.]  Yes,  but  he 
submitted  that  it  was  in  the  interest  of 
all  parties  that  the  citizens  of  this  country 
should  have  an  opportunity  of  reason- 
ing    on     all     questions    which      came 


friars  Wvision  of  Glasgow.  There  was  before  the  public.  An  attempt  to  force 
no  supporter  of  the  Bill  whom  he  held  j  legislation,  which  was  merely  the  result 
more  in  repect.  A\Tiat  had  he  to  saylj  of'  a  bias  and  the  result  of  pressure 
He  was  largely  responsible  for  the  .  from  headquarters,  would  not  go 
res^^lution  he  had  received  from  the  \  down  with  him  as  the  mitured  opinion 
trade  union  branches  in  his  constituency  ;  of  the  working  classes  of  this  country, 
urging  him  to  support  the  Bill.  Here  \  Dij  the  hon.  Member  mean  to  tell  hiin 
in  the  hon.  Member's  monthly  Circular  1  thit  afEorestation,  land  reclamation,  or 
was  a  8ummar>'  of  the  Bill,  and  then  he    jairy    farming  would  be  better  carried 

out  under  this  Bill?  What  had  this 
Bill  to  do  with  such  proposals  as 
the  creation  of  suitable  authorities 
to  deal  with  afforestation,  land  re- 
clamation, and  dairy  farming  ?  Had 
the  hon.  Member  informed  his  union 
and  the  men  of  the  other  uniors 
that  there  was  already  a  Commission 
of  which  one  of  his  own  Party  was  a 
member,  appointed  to  report  on  such 
mitters  as  afforestation,  coast  erosion, 
and  land  reclamation  1     Had    the  hon. 


came  to  the  peroration — 

"  It  will  \to  no  answr^r  to  })q  told  that  f»rofit-  ' 
H\>\f.  work  cannot  U-  found  if  this  Hill  is  passed. 
Tlwrn*  ar*-  many  pro)«?'ts  which  would  not  W  . 
firofitahlc   to   the   inrlividi  A   an<l   which  could 
not   \h'  sa  1k*i-;iii'-c  not   rcnli^ahle  in  the  life  of 
nn    individual,   hut  whi'h  wr)ulrl  Ik?  protitahle 
to  the  State.     Such  are  undertakintrs  for  atfo^e^- 
tation,  land  nM-iamation,  coast  })roteclion,  Jind  . 
for  the  lirst  time  the»e  would  cea>e  tr>  he  di>-  ' 
cu»wed  a«<  mere  ah«»traction«j  hut  >^ould  l>f  <lis- 
cu«<He<l  as  Himy)le  practical  proj)osals,  the  means  ' 
and  the  aj^encies  having  l>een  set  up  for  carrying  I 
them  into  effect."  | 
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Member  any  brilliant  ideas  of  a  prac- 
tical character  on  these  subjects  ? 
If  so,  would  it  not  be  better  to 
get  the  representative  of  his  Party 
to  bring  those  ideas  before  the  Commis- 
sions and  have  them  properly  dis- 
cussed ?  Or  did  he  only  wish  to  discuss 
them  as  abstract  ide^s  ?  [An  Hon. 
Member  on  the  Labour  Benches  :  Hear, 
heir.]  An  hon.  Memb3r  said  "Heir, 
hear."  Well,  it  was  to  be  hoped  that 
he  would  bring  his  proposals  down  to 
something  practical.  He  asked  what 
it  was  that  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite 
had  to  ofEer  to  the  shipwrights,  joiners 
and  engineers  of  Birkenhead  ?  During 
a  great  depression  in  the  shipping  in 
dustry  would  this  Bill  be  a  remedy  for 
unemployment  ?  Was  he  to  understand 
that  these  men  were  to  be  offered  work, 
should  he  say,  in  North  Wales,  on  moun- 
tain tops  planting  trees  :  or  were  they 
to  go  driving  wheel- barrows  filled  with 
mud  and  stones  on  some  out-of-the-way 
part  of  the  coast  reclaiming  land  ?  Had 
hon.  Members  opposite  no  other  work 
to  offer  as  a  remedy  for  unem- 
ployment in  connection  with  this  Bill? 
[An  Hon.  Member  on  the  Labour 
Benches:  Ask  the  President.]  Yes, 
but  this  was  the  proposal  of  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite,  not  that  of  the 
President.  It  was  the  matured  opinion 
of  one  of  the  ablest  men  in  their  Party, 
embodied  in  the  peroration  of  the 
circular  to  the  unions.  It  was  no 
remedy  for  the  Birkenhead  shipwrights, 
joiners,  .*nd  engineers,  who  wer3 
thrown  out  of  work  during  a  depres- 
sion in  the  shipbuilding  industry,  to 
say  that  they  should  go  out  planting 
trees  or  reclaiming  land.  First,  it 
would  break  up  their  homes  and  their 
families,  and  all  that  that  meant. 
Second,  afforestation  was  skilled  work  or 
at  least  must  be  carried  on  continuously, 
and  a  man  would  be  unfitted  to  go  back 
to  shipbuilding  if  he  were  taken  away 
from  it  for  months  to  plant  trees  or 
drive  wheelbarrows.  It  must  be  remem- 
bered, too,  that  in  a  boom  nearly  every 
great  trade  in  the  country  demanded 
practically  all  the  skilled  operatives 
they  could  obtain.  That  might  not  be 
understood  by  everyone.  He  spoke  with 
a  know^ledge  of  his  own  trade,  and  he 
thought  there  were  present  members  of 
other  trades  who  would  agree  with  him 


that  in  boom  years  every  great  trade 
required  all  the  skilled  operatives  that 
were  available.  [An  Hon.  Member  on 
the  Labour  Benches :  No.]  He 
insisted  that  in  boom  years  there 
was  practically  no  surplus  labour  in 
the  skilled  trades.  If  that  were  so, 
and  his  statement  was  sabstantially 
correct,  what  was  the  shipbuilding  trade 
to  do  in  the  boom  time,  when  a  fair 
percentage  of  its  skilled  men  had  been 
taken  away  into  other  professions  and 
occupations  by  this  Bill  ?  How  was  the 
necessary  skilled  labour  to  be  supplied  ? 
Then  in  regard  to  the  extraordinary  pro- 
posal that  the  joiners,  engineers,  and  ship- 
wrights of  Birkenhead  should  go  into 
dairy- farming  :  it  was  difficult  to  take 
that  seriously.  Did  hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite  seriously  suggest  that  the 
skilled  operatives  of  Birkenhead  should 
go  into  diairy  farming  in  order  to  produce 
the  fifty  million  pounds'  worth  of  dairy 
produce  which  was  imported  into  thi 
country  from  Denmark  and  other  places 
abroad  ?  What  about  the  free  trade 
argument  that  we  pay  for  those  imports 
by  exports ;  that  we  cannot  have  their 
custom  unless  we  are  their  customers] 
The  more  the  Bill  was  examined,  the 
more  it  was  seen  how  impossible  it  was 
to  think  of  its  being  carried  into  practical 
effect.  He  was  a  great  believer  in 
experiments.  He  believed  it  was  only  by 
experiments  that  they  could  prove 
what  it  was  possible  to  do  with  human 
nature.  Dogmatism  would  not  do  nowa- 
days. They  had  got  beyond  that.  The 
age  of  miraob  and  dogma  was  pa^t. 
They  mu^t  be  able  to  prove  what 
they  could  do  with  human  beings  by 
expsrience.  He  asked  his  hon.  friends 
opposite,  could  they  give  a  single 
example  drawn  from  the  experience  of, 
he  did  not  care  how  many  centuries 
back,  of  schemes  that  approximated 
in  any  degree  to  the  proposals  contained 
in  this  Bill,  that  had  been  a  success ;  he  in 
dead  went  further,  and  would  say  had  not 
these  been  melancholy  failures  ?  They  had 
failed  to  achieve  the  very  object  which 
their  promoters  had  in  view.  Surely, 
before  they  made  a  revolution  in  dealing 
with  this  problem  of  unemployment  they 
ought  to  have  some  evidence  that  it  was 
even  likely  to  succeed.  In  regard  to  the 
fifty  millions'  worth  of  dairy  produce  im- 
ported into  this  country,  he  asked  what 
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had  become  of  the  Small  Holdings  Act  ? 
Was  it  a  dead  letter  ?  Did  his  hon.  friend 
the  Member  for  Blackfriars  Division  not 
know  of  that  Act  ?  He  voted  for  it  and 
avowed  that  the  whole  purpose  of  it  was 
to  stimulate  the  growth  of  agricultural 
produce  and  to  get  people  divorced  from 
the  land  back  to  it.  He  maintained  that 
they  should  not,  under  the  guise  of  an 
Unemployed  Bill,  attempt  to  deal  with  a 
question  with  wbich  the  Bill  had  nothing 
to  do.  He  hoped  that  before  they  went 
to  a  division  they  wo\Jd  have  from  the 
promoters  of  the  Bill  some  additions  to  the 
prop  sah  for  putting  the  imemployed  to 
afforestation,  land  reclamation,  and  dairy 
farming — some  addition  to  the  list  of 
jobs  on  which  the  unemployed  might  be 
engaged — otherwise  the  whole  thing  was 
a  perfect  farce.  [Dissent  from  the 
Labour  Benches.]  He  contended  that 
the  recommendations  contained  in  the 
peroration  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Blackfriars  in  his  circular  to  the 
trade  unions  would  be  admitted 
by  a  vast  majority  in  the  House  as 
a  perfect  farce  in  relation  to  this  Bill 
and  in  relation  to  the  problem  with  which 
they  were  now  dealing.  [An  Hon. 
Member  on  the  Labour  Benches :  It  is 
not  a  farce.]  They  were  entitled  to 
have  some  other  suggestions  from  hon. 
Members  opposite  as  to  the  work 
to  le  undertaken  by  the  unemployed 
committees.  In  regard  to  the  effect 
of  the  Bill  upon  unemployment  he 
asked  his  friend  opposite  and  those  who 
^were  inclined  to  support  this  Bill  in  the 
House,  to  show  where  the  money 
'was  to  come  from  to  start  those  new 
industries.  All  the  money  spent  by  the 
<Jovernment  or  the  local  authorities  must 
first  of  all  be  collected  by  means  of  rates 
and  taxes  from  the  people.  All  the  money 
spent  by  the  Corporation  of  Birkenhead 
on  the  uiieniployed  must  first  be  collected 
from  the  ratepayers  of  Birkenhead. 
Would  a  single  stroke  of  employment  be 
provided  by  collecting  money  from  the 
artisans  of  Birkenhead  who  were  on  the 
rate-books  and  handing  it  over  to  an 
incompetent  committee  to  waste  on  some 
madcap  scheme  from  which  the  con- 
tributing ratepayers  would  not  get  half- 
a-crowix's  worth  for  every  £1  they  spent  ? 
He  asked  how  that  could  add  one  day's 
work  and  to  the  demand  for  labour  in 
this    coimtry  ?     The    ratepayers    should 
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be  allowed  to  spend  their  money 
in  a  normal  way,  providing  the  neces- 
saries of  life  and  boots  and  clothes 
for  themselves  and  their  children. 
Was  he  to  understand  that  in  order  to 
meet  the  unemployment  of  one  class  in 
the  community,  and  that  not  always  the 
best  class — ^he  admitted  that  there  were 
frequently  men  of  the  best  class 
unemployed  through  no  fault  of  their 
own  —  they  were  to  btirden  the  in- 
dustrious workman  stiU  more  than  at 
present  ?  He  believed  that  such  a 
proposition  was  monstrous  so  far  as  it 
affected  the  industrious  workmen.  More- 
over, such  a  scheme  would  be  no  solution 
of  the  problem  of  unemployment.  This 
Bill  would  have  the  effect  of  creating  a 
large  mass  of  workpeople  who  would  be 
detached  from  their  unions.  These  men 
would  be  caught  by  the  Free  Labour 
Associations  who  would  be  glad  to 
utilise  them  for  their  own  ends.  He 
maintained  that  the  Bill  would  be  a  blow 
to  trade  unions.  Were  they  then  to 
fall  back  on  nothing  ?  [An  Hon.  Mem- 
ber on  the  Labour  Benches  :  Fall  back 
on  a  fine  job.]  The  interruption  was  mean- 
ingless to  him,  for  he  thought  he  had  dealt 
fairly  with  the  points  which  had  been 
raised.  He  came  to  what  he  felt  were 
helpful  suggestions  in  regard  to  this 
question  of  imemployment.  First  of  all, 
they  must  bear  in  mind  that  our  indus- 
tries on  the  whole  required  all  the  skilled 
labour  available  in  tmies  of  boom,  and 
therefore,  the  problem  was  to  deal  with 
depression  period.  He  would  ask  the 
President  of  the  Local  Government  Board 
whether  he  could  not  do  something  at  any 
rate  to  improve  our  system  of  labour  ex- 
changes and  perfect  the  registration  of 
the  unemployed,  so  a  3  to  render  labour 
more  mobile.  These  matters  were  at  pre- 
sent, he  knew,  organised  to  some  extent, 
but  they  were  very  inefficiently  organised 
and  not  in  the  hands  of  experts  and  those 
who  could  make  the  most  of  them.  [A 
Labour  Member  :  The  hon.  Member 
for  Burnley  does  not  agree  with  you.] 
His  hon.  friend  the  Member  for  Burnley 
and  himself  probably  disagreed  on  many 
things.  They  represented  themselves, 
and  were  not  th3  echoes  of  someone 
ehe. 

Mr.  MADDISON  said  he  thought  the 
hon.  Member  opposite  was  too  readj  in 
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interpreting    a    gesture.    He    was    not 
•expressing   disagreement. 

♦Mb.  VIVIAN  said  that  he  would 
«sk  the  representative  of  the  Local 
<}ovemment  Board  whether  he  would 
not  also  consider  the  importance  of 
organising  and  concentrating  informa- 
tion some  time  ahead  of  works  to  be  under- 
taken by  public  bodies,  such  as  docks, 
roads,  streets,  libraries  and  public  build- 
ings generally,  dividing  them  into  the 
categories  of  those  which  were  urgent 
And  those  which  were  less  urgent,  and  the 
•different  degrees  to  which  they  might  be 
deferred.  Public  authorities  all  over 
the  country  had  control  over  an  enormous 
amount  of  expenditure,  and  he  would 
like  to  know  if  the  right  hon.  (Gentleman 
would  seek  to  organise  a  system  whereby 
-such  works  should,  within  reasonable 
limits,  be  pressed  or  retarded  according 
to  the  state  of  the  labour  market,  as 
«hown  by  the  Board  of  Trade's  Returns. 
If  something  was  done  in  that  direction  it 
^ould  enable  men  to  obtain  employment 
during  a  slack  time,  and  do  some- 
thing to  check  the  ebb  of  labour  in 
•depression  by  creating  demands  for 
labour  at  times  when  the  ordinary 
industries  of  the  country  were  slacking 
•off.  Would  the  right  hon.  Qentleman 
oonsidor  whether  a  special  officer  of  his 
Department  might  not  be  told  off  to 
consider  and  report  from  time  to  time 
on  improvement  works,  which,  though 
quite  sound  as  to  their  utility  and  cost 
if  the  long  view  was  taken,  would  not  be 
of  sufficient  immediate  gain  to  attract 
private  capital  or  to  claim  the  attention 
of  a  local  body  t  Again,  he  would  ask 
whether  the  President  of  the  Local 
•Government  Board  could  not  see  his 
way  to  keep  in  touch  with  large  em- 
ployers of  labour,  with  a  view  to  arriving 
At  some  systematic  arrangement  of  the 
hours  of  labour  during  slack  times  t 
It  was  no  solution  merely  to  reduce  the 
hours  to  a  rigid  number,  because  that  did 
not  deal  with  the  oscillation  or  movement 
of  trade.  They  must  have  adjustments 
in  order  to  equalise  the  sacrifices  made 
by  the  operatives.  Could  not  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman,  in  times  of  severe 
-depression,  such  as  the  present,  call 
together  rcprestntatives  of  employers 
and  workmen  in  some  of  the  larger 
trades  and  confer  with  them  as  to  the 
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possibility  of  lessening  the  hours  of 
work.  For  inst  i  nee,  in  the  building  trade, 
which  employed  1,000,000  men  in  the 
country,  in  time  of  depression  there 
was  no  systematic  arrangement  for 
reducing  the  hours  when  the  unem- 
ployed were  shown  by  the  Board  of  Trade 
Returns  to  b**  excessive.  They  would 
by  thi^  process  have  the  sacrifice  scattered 
over  a  wider  area,  and  in  that  way  many 
thousands  of  men  could  be  absorbed 
during  depressed  times,  and  then  when  the 
revival  came  these  men  woidd  be  more 
fit  than  they  were  now,  after  having 
been  unemployed  and  walking  the  streets. 
This  was  not  always  practicable,  he 
was  aware,  but,  speaking  from  experierce, 
he  said  it  was  not  done  on  anything  like 
the  scale  on  which  it  ought  to  be  done. 
He  was  interested  in  and  presided  over 
schemes  in  which  400  building  trade 
operatives  were  employed,  and  he  woidd 
be  willing  to  discuss  such  a  scheme ;  he 
was  quite  certain  that  if  the  question  were 
dealt  with  in  that  way  they  would  solve 
the  difficulty  to  some  extent  and  absorb 
a  number  of  men  who  would  be 
otherwise  unemployed.  He  would  also 
like  to  see  more  organised  efforts  in  our 
great  trades  during  good  times  to 
create  insurance  funds  and  reserve 
funds  upon  which  the  workers  and  their 
families  could  live  in  bad  times.  That 
was  one  way  in  which  the  problem  could 
be  partly  met.  The  great  evil  was  that 
now  the  moment  a  great  depression  came 
in  some  industries  they  had  a  large  per- 
centage of  their  men  out  of  work;  it 
was  not  merely  that  they  suffered  from 
the  fact  that  they  were  penniless 
themselves  and  without  spending  power, 
but  they  passed  on  the  depression 
to  other  industries  of  which  they 
were  customers  and  buyers,  and  thus  they 
had  unemployment  increasing  with  a 
cumulative  force,  and,  as  a  consequence, 
the  whole  of  the  industries  of  the  country 
were  affected.  At  the  present  moment 
the  profits  of  some  of  our  great  industries 
went  ill  too  great  a  degree  to  millionaires 
a  \d  well-to-do  people,  and  he  agreed  with 
the  protest  of  the  Labour  Party  against 
some  of  the  effects  of  the  present 
industrial  system,  but  he  did  not  agree 
that  the  Bill  which  had  been  brought ' 
or  ward  was  a  remedy.  He  agreed  with 
thom  in  their  protests  that  a  larger  share 
of    profits    belonged    to    the  workers  in 
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our  great  trades,  and  should  be 
utilised  as  reserve  funds  and  insurance 
against  times  of  depression.  The  men 
then  could  not  only  keep  themselves  fit 
but  continue  to  be  customers  in  other 
trades,  and  such  action  would  check  the 
depression  spreading  to  other  industries. 
He  submitted  that  there  was  nothing  in 
this  Bill  tending  in  that  direction,  while 
none  of  the  suggestions  he  had  made 
smacked  of  artificiality.  They  were  in 
harmony  with  normil  forces,  and  merely 
involved  the  more  perfect  regulation  of 
those  forces.  The  problem  of  unem- 
ployment was  many  sided,  and  he  agreed 
with  his  hon.  friend  the  Member  for 
Burnley,  that  there  was  no  specific 
remedy.  He  believed,  after  spending 
many  years  of  his  life  in  studying 
it,  that  the  solution  of  the  unemployed 
problem  was  not  going  to  come  en- 
tiroly  through  Unemployed  Bills,  but 
through  a  better  organised  condition  of 
thing}  being  brought  about  by  dozens  of 
other  measures  and  causes,  such  as 
Education  and  Temperance  Bills,  in- 
dividual and  collective  thrift,  co-opera- 
tive action  between  employer  and  work- 
men on  such  matters  as  reserve  funds, 
joint  action  between  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  and  public  authorities  in 
the  matter  of  public  works  and  in  dealing 
with  the  distribution  of  workmen,  and 
practical,  not  abstract  proposals  for  land 
improvement,  afforestation  and  other 
schemes.  They  should  at  least  have 
some  practical  recommendations  given 
to  them  by  the  Commission  which 
had  been  appointed  on  these  matters. 
He  had  given  some  of  the  best 
years  of  his  life  to  the  consideration 
of  this  problem,  not  only  as  a  student  of 
history,  but  in  the  field  of  practical  ex- 
periment. For  nearly  twenty  years  he 
had  been  making  practical  experiments, 
and  had  taken  risks  and  responsibilities 
and  endeavoured  to  learn  from  those 
experiments.  He  hid  studied  this  ques- 
tion not  merely  from  books — he 
believed  there  were  very  few  books 
on  this  subject  worth  reading — 
but  from  human  nature  which 
well  worth  reading.  He  had  en- 
deavoured to  understand  human 
•  nature.  He  would  briefly,  in  conclusion, 
illustrate  his  objection  to  this  Bill  in 
another  way  by  drawing  upon  personal 
experience.     When  he  came  to  London 
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twenty  years  ago  he  was  little  more  than 
eighteen  years  of  age.  It  came  over 
him  that  he  might  be  sick,  and 
that  was  a  trouble  to  him,  and 
before  he  got  a  job  he  joined  a 
friendly  society,  of  which  he  had  been  a 
member  ev.r  since.  The  next  fear 
which  assailed  him  was  thatjie  might  be 
unemployed,  and  so  as  soon  as  he  became 
of  age  he  joined  his  trade  union  as  an 
insurance  against  imemployment,  and 
had  remained  a  member  ever  since.  But 
supposing  this  Bill  had  been  in  force 
twenty  years  ago,  when  he  came  to 
London  some  of  his  mates  would  have 
got  hold  of  him  and  said  :  "  There  is  no 
necessity  for  your  forethought  in  joining 
a  friencfly  society  or  a  trade  union,  for 
you  have  only  to  register  your  name  in 
an  office  at  the  London  County  CJouncilr 
and  either  employment  or  keep  will  be 
assured  to  you."  If  that  was  the  kind 
of  impression  that  could  be  made  on  the 
minds  of  the  young  men  and  the  youth 
of  our  country  coming  into  our  indus- 
trial system,  if  it  was  to  be  brought  home 
to  them,  as  some  of  their  hon.  friends 
opposite  flagrantly  admitted,  that  there 
was  no  need  for  foresight,  and  they 
regarded  as  enemies  of  their  propaganda 
a  workman  who  acquired  capital  and 
made  provision  for  a  rainy  day,  he  pro- 
tested against  it,  and  said  that  the 
result  would  be  to  discourage  men,, 
making  provision  themselves  for  the 
future.  The  great  test  by  which  this 
scheme  and  all  schemes  for  advancing 
human  society  must  be  judged  was  its 
effect  on  character.  What  attitude  o£ 
mind  would  it  stimidate  in  large  masses 
of  workpeople  ?  Would  it  tend  to 
increase  the  number  of  self-reliant,  alert 
human  beings  ?  To  the  degree  to  which 
they  inculcated  the  idea  that  an  indivi* 
dual's  salvation  could  come  from  any- 
thing apart  from  his  own  energy,, 
forethought,  and  sense  of  duty,  and 
self-s  crifice,  they  weakened  national 
life.  By  this  Bill  they  were  not 
making  work,  but  they  would  destroy 
the  character,  the  self-reliance,  and  the 
was  i  moral  fibre  of  the  men  of  the  country. 
The  Bill  would,  in  his  opinion,  if  it 
became  law,  waste  capital,  lower  wages» 
weaken  trade  unions,  intensify  un- 
employment, and  prove  so  disastrous 
generally  that  not  only  would  it,  and  all 
connected  with  it,  be  swept  away  by  a 
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disgusted  public  of  taxpayers  and  rate- 
payers, but  the  country's  heart  would 
be  80  hardened  that  promising  schemes 
for  dealing  with  the  evil  would  go  down 
with  the  wreck  of  this  Bill.  He  ap- 
pealed to  the  House  not  to  destroy  the 
chance  of  progress  by  building  up  a 
structure  which  even  its  advocates  be- 
lieved to  be  wrong,  for  the  truth  was  that 
there  was  no  man  in  the  House  who 
defended  the  Bill,  and  those  who  would 
vote  for  it  did  not  believe  in  its  principle. 
That  being  so  he  asked  the  House  to 
reject  it. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  To  leave  out  all  after  the  word  *  that  * 
and  to  insert  the  words  *  this  House,  while 
ready  to  consider  any  practical  proposal 
for  dealing  with  the  evil  of  unemployment, 
cannot  entertain  a  measure  which,  by  wasting 
the  resources  of  the  nation,  would  throw  out  of 
work  more  persons  than  it  could  assist  and 
would  destroy  the  power  of  organised  labour, 
but  hopes  that  the  Government  will  give  im- 
mediate consideration  to  the  recommendations 
in  the  forthcoming  Report  of  the  Poor  Law 
Commission  so  far  as  they  deal  with  unem- 
ployment."*— {Mr,    Maddinon.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  word 
*  now '  stand  part  of  the  Question." 

Mr.  brace  (Glamorganshire,  S.)  said 
he  would  not  have  interposed  in  the 
discussion  had  it  not  been  for  the 
fact  that  two  hon.  friends,  with  whom 
he  usually  acted,  had  moved  and  seconded 
in  most  eloquent  speeches  the  Amend- 
ment standing  in  the  name  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Burnley.  He  had  been 
deeply  impressed  that  the  whole  trend  of 
their  opinion  was  the  idea  that  trade 
unions  could  only  exist  and  prosper 
upon  the  misery  of  their  fellow-men. 
If  he  had  the  right  to  speak  at 
all  in  the  House,  or  outside  of  it, 
it  was  as  a  trade  unionist,  and  if 
he  for  one  moment  thought  that 
anything  in  connection  with  this  Bill 
would  reduce  or  weaken  either  the 
dignity  or  independence  of  the  trade 
unions  of  Great  Britain  he  would 
quite  as  strongly  as  his  hon.  friends 
have  opposed  the  Bill.  But  it  was 
because  he  was  persuaded  that,  whatever 
mi^ht  be  its  faults  in  detail,  the  Bill 
co!itained  a  principle  which  was  the 
rallying  ground  of  all  reformers  who 
wished    to    deal    with    the    unemployed 


problem   in   a  way  which   would  carry^ 
hope  into  the  homes  of  the  people,  and 
produce  a  condition  of  things  different 
from  that  which  existed  at   the  present 
time,    that   he   should   support   it.     No 
one    who     had    studied    the     questionr 
would  think  for  a  moment  that  such  a  Billr 
was  going  to  solve  the  whole  problem  ol 
the    unemployed.     It  was  not  intended 
to  solve  the  problem  of  the  unemployed,, 
but  it  was  simply  intended,  as  he  read 
and    understood  it,    to    deal    with    the 
evil    or    the    result   of    unemployment* 
The  Government  claimed,  in  connectioii 
with  their  Small  Holdings  Act  and  other 
Acts    of    Parliament    which    they    had 
projected,  that  they  proposed  to    deal 
with   the    unemployed   problem   at   its^ 
source,  and  in  proportion  to  the  success' 
of  their  schemes  for  solving  the  unem- 
ployed question  at  its  source  would  the 
necessity  for  this  Bill  disappear,  but  it 
was  because  the  progress  of  the  solutioa 
of  the  problem  was  so  slow,  necessarily  so- 
slow,  that  they  wanted  to  have  a  Bill 
of  this  kind  made  into  an  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment,   which   would   make   the   people^ 
wait  with  hope  for  the  solution  of  that 
probleiin    which    had   puzzled    some    ot 
the  mightiest  intellects  in  the  country.. 
What  they  really  wanted  was  not  nega- 
tive crit'cism  at  all,  but  a  positive  gospel 
of  hope.     It  would  be  perhaps  more  easy 
for  him  to  get  up  and  offer  destructive 
criticism  on  any  Bill  than  to  state  the 
case  in  its  favour.     It  was  always  easier 
to  criticise  than  to  create,  and  to  offer 
negative  criticism  against  this  Bill   was> 
not     a      sufficient      answer      to     the 
necessity   for   dealing    with  the   unem- 
ployed problem  in  the  present  hopeless- 
position   of   the   unemployed     He   was. 
was  not  speaking  as  a  Socialist,  because 
he  was  no(  a  Socialist,  but  as  a    tirade 
unionist  and  as    a  citizen,  and  it  was* 
because   he   held  that   the   unemployed 
was    a    citizen's    question    beyond    all 
others  that  he  said  it  was  the  duty  of 
the   House    unanimously    to   co-operate 
in  the  production  of  an  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment which  would  deal  with  the  problem 
much    more     effectively    than     it    had 
yet      been      dealt      with.       His      hon.. 
friend    the    Member    for     Burnley    had 
talked  about  thriftlessness.     He  did  not 
like  the  term  at  all.     It  was  an  offence 
to  him  to  talk  about  thrift  in  the  case 
of  a  man  who  tramped  about  wearing. 
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his  boots  o5  Ids  feet,  \looking  for  em- 
jployment.  A  man  could  not  be  thrifty 
-on  nothing.  The  Bill  was  not  one  to 
-deal  with  people  who  could  be  thrifty, 
l)ut  to  deal  with  the  unfortunate  people 
"who  oould  not  help  themselves.  He 
•was  deeply  impressed  with  the  appeal 
<or  someone  to  come  forward  to  defend 
the  principle  of  the  Bill,  and  without 
•exaggeration,  without  passion,  he  would 
Hike  to  tell  the  House  of  Commons  that 
3ie  finnly  believed  in  the  principle  that 
41  man  had  a  right  to  work.  He  saw 
nothing  wrong  about  it  at  all.  It 
.'Seemed  to  him  the  first  principle  in  a 
-great  Commonwealth  like  Great  Britain 
to  afford  a  man  the  right  to  work.  It 
■was  only  in  proportion  as  they  gave 
onen  the  right  to  work,  and  enabled 
4hem  to  earn  a  livelihood  for  themselves 
•and  families,  that  they  could  hope  to  build 
oip  a  sober  and  self-respecting  nation. 
If  anything  demoralised  a  man  more 
^han  all  else,  it  was  to  be  out  of 
•employment  day  after  day.  If  they 
wanted  to  keep  men  straight,  and  reduce 
■the  temptation  to  drink,  give  them  the 
■right  to  work,  let  them  feel  that  they 
Biad  an  opportunity  of  keeping  them- 
selves out  of  debt.  No  one  could  realise 
"what  it  was  for  a  man  to  feel  that  he 
•had  reached  the  stage  of  hopelessness. 
The  only  thing  that  made  men  thrifty 
And  provident  and  striving  was  the 
4)elief  that  the  opportunity  was  open  to 
Tthem  to  rear  their  families  in  comfort,  and 
to  provide  for  themselves  in  the  autumn 
•of  their  days.  If  they  to(  k  away  that 
liope  and  that  belief,  they  destroyed  the 
•great  driving  force  in  the  nation  and 
'In  human  life,  and  it  was  that  that 
hope  might  be  given  to  men  who  were 
thrown  out  of  employment  that  the 
Bill  was  projected  and  they  hoped 
the  House  would  accept  it  and  at  any 
Tate  send  it  to  a  Committee.  His  two 
Ion.  friends  who  had  spoken  were 
•deeply  interested  in  co-operation,  and 
he  marvelled  at  their  attitude  in  con- 
nection with  this  Bill,  remembering 
how  sincerely  in  earnest  they  were  over 
co-operation.  WTiat  was  the  basis  of 
•co-operation  ?  Not  a  credit  sytsem, 
hut  a  cash  system.  How  could  they 
lope  to  build  up  a  co-operative  system 
unless  they  gaVe  men  the  right  to  work, 
And  earn  money  to  go  into  the  market  to 
purchase    what   they    required  ?     With- 
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out  the  right  to  work,  families  were 
reared  on  the  credit  syBtem,  and  children 
whose  parents  had  been  compelled  to 
get  into  debt  in  their  early  days  had 
been  men  and  women  before  their 
fathers  and  mothers  had  been  out  of 
debt.  To  understand  this  problem,  one 
must  have  lived  it  or  in  it;  if  they 
had  all  lived  in  it  there  would  be  a  tze- 
mendous  passion  in  the  House  for  such 
a  Bill,  and  it  was  so  that  they  miglit 
appeal  to  the  best  Members  in  the  Honse 
outside  of  party  altogether  that  the 
Bill  had  been  proposed  and  the  discussion 
initiated.  His  friend  the  hon.  Member 
for  Birkenhead  had  spoken  about  the 
problem  not  being  so  acute  as  some 
people  thought.  If  he  knew  the  figures 
for  his  own  particular  trade,  he  would 
be  a  bold  man  to  say  that.  Taking 
the  whole  of  the  carpenters  and  joiners, 
the  percentage  of  unemployed  now  was 
not  less  than  13  per  cent.,  and  in  Sunder- 
land alone  it  was  not  less  than  14  per 
cent.  Those  figures  staggered  one.  He 
would  not  stand  in  the  House  of  Commons 
and  speak  a  word  for  the  man  who  was 
an  habitual  loafer;  the  trade  union 
movement  had  not  been  built  for 
loafers;  he  spoke  for  the  men  who 
could  not  help  themselves.  In  his 
own  division  there  were  out  of  em- 
ployment hundreds  of  men  with  high 
moral  characters,  highly-skilled,  with 
respectable  homes  and  families.  Those 
were  the  men  who  wanted  help,  and 
when  hon.  Members  said  that  the  passing 
of  this  Bill  would  injure  workmen  and 
employers,  he  was  afraid  they  did  not 
quite  discern  the  underlying  problem 
at  stake.  What  the  Bill  proposed  was 
not  that  those  men  should  be  allowed 
to  drift,  but  that  the  mmiicipality, 
helped  by  the  State,  should  make 
it  possible  for  them  to  keep  their  homes 
going,  waiting  for  the  waves  of  depression 
to  pass.  What  was  the  alternative  ? 
They  drifted  and  became  demoralised; 
they  lost  their  skill,  and  as  the  hon. 
Member  for  Woolwich  said  earlier  this 
year — 

"  You  may  do  something  with  a  man  who 
Ims  been  idle  for  three  moathn,  but  yon  will  do 
nothing  with  a  man  who  has  been  idle  for  two 
years      You  have  demoralised  him.     He  has 

no  hope  at  all.*' 

He  believed  that  this  Bill  would  do  some- 
thing to  deal  with  that  side  of  the  prob- 
lem.   Sometliing  had  been  said  about  the 
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clause  that  dealt  with  men  who  would 
not  work ;  but  he  supposed  that  if  they 
asked  for  money  for  such  men  there 
would  be  complaints,  and  because  they 
said  they  were  prepared  to  make  men 
work  that  also  was  wrong.  When  an 
appeal  was  made  for  the  maintenance 
of  the  dignity  and  independence  of  the 
British  workman  he  said :  ''  Hear,  hear  " ; 
but  when  upon  that .  was  based  the 
argument  that  this  BiU  would  put  into 
prison  self-respecting  British  workmen, 
he  came  to  the  conclusion  that  the 
speaker  had  not  read  the  clause  at  all. 
Deliberate  and  habitual  disinclination  to 
work  was  the  real  cause  that  would  send 
a  man  to  prison.  If  a  watchmaker  was 
offered  work  for  which  he  was  physically 
unfit  it  would  be  accepted  as  a  legitimate 
excuse.  He  begged  the  House  to  face 
the  main  issue.  That  issue  was  that  a 
man  had  the  right  to  work.  He  was  not 
a  Socialist,  but  he  was  a  believer  in  the 
future  of  the  British  workman,  and  it 
was  because  he  was  profoundly  convinced 
that  they  would  add  a  new  dignity  and  a 
new  hope  to  human  life  for  all  workmen 
that  he  so  strongly  supported  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  right  to  work  embodied  in 
the  Bill.  Was  it  not  better  for  the  House 
to  pass  a  Bill  to  give  a  man  the  right  to 
work  than  to  pauperise  him  ?  They  were 
not  allowed  to  starve  him  outright  if  he 
cared  to  appeal  for  poor  relief.  So  long 
as  he  was  prepared  to  lose  all  dignity 
and  self-respect,  they  would  feed  him. 
And  that  was  all  that  was  proposed  in  this 
Bill.  If  the  municipality,  helped  by  the 
State,  could  not  find  employment,  they 
must  find  him  food,  but  without  his 
giving  up  all  the  rights  of  citizenship 
in  so  doing  and  without  his  having  to 
undergo  all  the  belittling  processes  of 
pauperism.  He  went  there  as  a  right, 
as  a  member  of  the  State.  Was  it  not 
infinitely  better  for  the  House  of  Com- 
mons to  project  measures  of  law  which 
would  help  to  make  men  strong,  in- 
dependent, bold,  dignified,  and  filled 
with  self-respect,  rather  than  to 
allow  them  to  drift,  sajnng  that  if 
they  wanted  relief  they  must  depend 
upon  the  charity  of  their  friends  or  apply 
for  parish  relief  ?  It  was  because  he  knew 
a  large  number  of  men  needing  such 
assistance,  and  that  the  yearning  desire 
of  their  souLs  was  to  be  helped  and  not 
pauperised,  that  he  stood  without  hesita- 


tion and  accepted  fully,  with  all  its  re- 
sponsibilities, the  principle  that  a  man 
who  could  not  get  employment  himself 
had  the  right  to  go  to  the  State  to 
save  him  from  going  under.  The  majesty 
of  the  Empire  had  been  a  lot  talked  about. 
The  reason  why  Rome  was  destroyed 
was  not  because  of  its  lack  of  intellectual 
capacity,  but  because  of  its  failure  to 
realise  the  needs  and  requirements  of  the 
poor  people,  and  it  was  because  he  was 
persuaded  that  the  majesty  and  greatness 
of  Britain  depended,  not  upon  the  few 
millionaires,  but  upon  the  standard  of 
comfort  and  hope  in  the  cottage  homes 
of  the  people,  that  he  backed  this  Bill 
and  stood  for  the  principle  of  the  right 
to  work. 

♦Mr.  HEMMERDE  (Denbighshire, 
E.)  said  it  was  no  easy  task  for  one  who 
sat  for  a  constituency  that  was  entirely 
industrial  to  rise  in  that  House  and  oppose 
this  BiU.  But  he  rose  to  oppose  it  be- 
cause, although  he  was  not  unwilling  to 
support  the  principle  of  the  right  to  work 
he  was  not  going  to  pass  a  Bill  to  give  the 
right  to  work  when  he  did  not  think  the 
Bill  would  ever  give  it  at  all.  The  hon. 
Member  who  had  just  sat  down  had  said 
that  they  did  not  want  negative  criticism, 
and  he  agreed,  but  neither  did  they  want 
Bills  that  might  do  so  much  mischief  as  to 
set  back  the  whole  march  of  progress,  and 
he  thought  this  Bill  might  have  that 
effect.  It  was  the  mover  of  the  Bill,  he 
thought,  who  spoke  about  the  convenient 
faith  of  dealing  with  this  question 
by  indirect  methods,  but  he  believed 
there  were  methods  that  would  have  a 
far  greater  effect  than  some  of  those 
proposed.  He  voted  in  favour  of  an  Amend- 
ment to  the  Address  dealing  witlj  unem- 
loyment,  and  he  did  that  because  he  was 
very  much  dissatisfied  with  the  speech 
made  by  the  President  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board,  as  to  the  means  that  were  be- 
ing taken  by  the  Government  to  deal  with 
that  question.  He  believed  personally  that 
the  way  to  deal  with  the  question  was  by 
root  and  branch  reform  of  our  land  sys- 
tem. He  sat  for  a  division  where  almost 
all  his  constituents  were  either  miners  or 
stcel-workeri?,  and  he  did  not  see  what 
he  was  going  to  take  to  thera  out  of  this 
Bill,  but  he  did  see  what  he  might  take  to 
them  if  they  could  only  induce  the  P^rty 
opposite  to  show  the  same  enthusiasm 
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upon  questions  of  land  reform  as  they 
showed  upon  measures  sui  h  as  this,  which 
were  merely  palliatives.  Land  reform 
would  benefit  far  more  classes  than  the 
miners,  but  he  would  take  that  point  at 
any  rate.  The  constituency  of  East 
Denbighshire  was  covered  with  mines 
almost  from  end  to  end.  One  speaker  had 
said  that  they  were  all  agreed  that  the 
miners  got  far  too  little  of  the  share  of  the 
wealth  that  they  produced.  Well,  there 
was  only  one  way  to  give  them  more  share 
of  that  wealth,  and  in  that  way  to  give 
them  less  unemployment,  and  that  was 
really  to  increase  the  operations  of  mining 
in  this  country  and  to  bring  mining  land 
into  use  that  was  at  present  kept  out  of 
use.  In  East  Denbighshire  they  had  a 
number  of  miners  who  wanted  jobs,  and 
they  had  too  few  jobs.  The  result  was 
low  wages  and  nothing  to  fall  back 
on  in  time  of  unemployment.  But  if,  on 
the  other  hand,  they  were  to  rate  and  tax 
the  land  in  that  county  division  upon  its 
real  market  value,  and  not  allow  people 
to  keep  valuable  mining  land  and  only 
pay  what  was  practically  its  agricultural 
value,  the  result  would  be  that  instead 
of  having  a  number  of  men  wanting  too 
few  jobs,  they  would  have  more  jobs  than 
men,  and  then  they  would  be  coming 
somewhere  near  solving  the  question  of 
the  lowness  of  wages.  They  would 
always  have  low  wages  as  long  as  they 
had  land  monopoly,  and  he  wished  they 
could  get  the  same  enthusiasm  for  dealing 
with  that  question  as  they  got  in  dealing 
with  palliatives.  It  had  been  sug- 
gested that  modern  industry  required 
a  surplusage  of  labour,  and  the  un- 
employed, therefore,  must  be  always 
with  us.  He  did  not  accept  such  counsels 
of  despair.  It  was  quite  obvious  that  as 
long  as  there  was  a  surplusage  of  labour, 
there  would  always  be  low  wages,  except 
eo  far  a-?  it  was  possible  to  get  high  wages 
by  combination.  But  if  land  was  put  to 
proper  ut-e  one  would  be  absolutely  certain 
to  get  more  mills  opened  and  more 
works  going  on,  and  wages  would 
then  rise.  Let  them  take  the  case 
of  the  joiners  and  carpenters.  How 
could  they  get  the  building  trade  to  give 
employment  to  joiners  and  carpenters  by 
keeping  land  out  of  thb  market  near 
their  great  towns  ?  Suppose  they  imposed 
a  tax  on  land  values,  the  result  would 
be  that  if  they  brought  land  near  the 
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towns  into  building  use  they  would  give 
work  to  the  men  engaged  in  the  building 
trades,  and  to  the  joiners  and  carpenters 
as  we|L  He  personally  thought  that 
instead  of  advancing  the  question  of  un- 
employment, a  Bill  like  this  might  simply 
have  the  effect  of  sending  people  to  sleep 
about  these  great  reforms.  He  thought 
the  first  thing  was  to  get  at  the 
essential"!,  and  the  essentials  were  the  root 
and  basic  facts  upon  which  this  industrial 
depression  rested.  Let  them  take  the 
case  of  Huddersfield  the  other  day,  where 
a  man  wanted  to  double  the  extent  of  his 
mill,  but  in  applying  to  the  landowner 
he  was  asked  for  the  neighbouring  land 
exactly  double  the  price  of  the  land  upon 
which  hi)  mill  stood.  He  found  he  could 
not  pay  it,  because  if  he  built  his  mill  he 
would  also  be  rated  enormously  on  it,  and 
ftnally  he  had  to  give  up  the  idea.  What 
was  the  result  ?  The  men  who  would 
have  been  employed  in  building  the  mill 
got  no  employment,  the  men  who  would 
ha  e  quarried  the  stone  or  brought  it  to 
Huddersfield  got  no  employment,  and  the 
men  who  were  to  work  in  the  mill  got  no 
employment.  He  asked  the  n  to  remem- 
ber that  th3  millowner  and  his  men  had 
made  tl  e  la'^d  valutble,  not  the  landlord. 
He  wanted  to  ask  the  Government 
to  show  some  seriousness  in  dealing  with 
the  question  of  land  reform,  and  why 
he  voted  in  favour  of  the  Amendment 
to  the  Address  was  that  he  did  not 
think  they  were  showing  real  seriousness 
on  that  subject.  They  could  take  no 
real  steps  towards  dealing  with  unemploy* 
ment  until  the  English  Valuation  BiU  was 
brought  forward,  and  they  could  base  cer- 
tain land  proposals  upon  it.  The  present 
was  the  Government's  thitd  session,  and 
they  were  still  waiting  for  that  Bill.  That 
gave  him  a  reason  for  voting  against  the 
Government  as  regarded  the  measures 
they  were  taking,  but  it  gave  him  no 
reason  for  voting  in  favour  of  the  Bill  now 
before  the  House,  which  would  do  no  good 
whatsoever.  He  did  not  think  the 
miners  and  the  steel-workers  in  his  con- 
stituency would  thank  them  for  the  Bill 
at  all.  He  did  not  think  many  of  them 
had  considered  its  provisions,  though  he 
was  sure  that  they  all  in  theory  expected 
him  to  support  it,  but  he  would  not  do 
so,  because  he  thought  it  was  a  bad  Bill» 


and  that  they  had  got  to  begin  at  the 
:  other  end.     By  beginning  at  the  wrong 
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end  they  would  simply  retard  the  whole  j 
course  of  labour.  It  did  not  terrify 
him  at  all  that  this 'might  be  a  Socialist 
measure,  because  there  were  any  amount 
of  Socialist  measures  in  which  he  believed  j 
and  any  amount  in  which  he  did  not 
believe.  But  would  this  Bill  do  what  its 
supporters  claimed  for  it  ?  He  did  not 
think  so.  If  it  was  shown  that  the 
Grovernmen^  were  not  prepared  to  deal 
with  the  real  root  evils,  and  if  it  was 
shown  after  the  Royal  Commission  re- 
ported that  there  was  nothing  substantial 
in  their  report,  then  as  a  counsel  of 
despair  he  might  vote  for  a  Bill  like  this, 
but  until  it  had  been  shown  that  this 
Parliament  could  not  deal  with  the  real 
root  evils  of  the  question,  he  declined 
to  vote  for  a  Bill  which  he  thought 
would  simply  allay  the  public  conscience 
and  take  attention  away  from  the  real 
issues  which  lay  at  the  root  of  our  industrial 
system.  For  those  reasons  he  intended 
to  vote  in  favour  of  the  Amendment, 
and  against  the  Bill. 

Mr.  GRAYSON  (Yorkshire,  W.R.,  Cohie 
Valley)  said  that  Members  on  his  side  of 
the  House  were  usually  accused  by 
Members  on  the  other  side  of  wanting 
the  moon  or  of  being  ultra-idealistic, 
and  asking  for  too  much  at  once,  or 
of  refusing  to  perform  ordinary  social 
amenities  until  they  had  got  the  ideal 
they  were  striving  for.  He  must  com- 
mend the  hon.  Member  who  had  just 
sat  down  for  his  wonderful  patience  and 
hope,  if  he  expected  that  the  Liberal 
Oovemment  were  going  to  tackle  in  any 
very  serious  manner  the  great  land 
question,  the  question  of  land  monopoly. 
His  friends  were  complained  of  because 
they  had  shown  no  enthusiasm  on  the 
question  of  land  monopoly,  but  they  had 
a  right  also  to  complain  that  those  who 
were  complaining  of  them  on  that 
account  had  not  shown  any  enthusiasm 
on  the  other  equally  important  question 
of  bringing  within  the  area  of  national 
control  all  the  great  industrial  under- 
takings that  would  likewise  tend  to 
solve  this  problem  of  unemployment. 
They  had  heard  a  lot  that  day  from  the 
other  side  about  sympathy  for  the  poor 
people  who  were  unemployed,  and  they 
had  been  told  repeatedly  that  they  on 
that  side  had  no  monopoly  of  sympathy 
for  the  unemployed  ;  did  they  not  also  feel 


sorry  for  these  poor  outcasts,  show  their 
distended  hearts,    and  say :     "  We   are 
sorry  for  them,  but  we  have  to  sit  down 
in  blank  despair  and  evolve  specious  argu- 
me  its  for  d  Ding  n  d thing ' '  ?    The  yon  that 
side  of  the  House  had  been  told  that 
they  had  to  describe  what  kind  of  work 
they   were   going   to   give   to   the    un- 
employed; were    they    going   to    place 
the  carpenter  on  the  hill-tops  of  Wales 
and  ask  him  to  rub  the  earth  with  a 
spade  ?     Might  he   ask  what  they  did 
with  the  unemployed  mechanic  now,  what 
kind  of  occupation  he    was  allowed  to 
drift  to  ?     The  Member  for  Birkenhead 
had  said  they  could  not  put  a  carpenter 
with    his    skilled    muscles    to    planting 
trees   or    to    digging   earth.      Why,    he 
had  seen   carpenters,  joiners,  engineers, 
and  every  kind  of  mechanic,  not  only 
standing  in  the  dock  stands  of  Liverpool 
and  Birkenhead  waiting  to  be  taken  on 
as  dock  labourers,  but  between  sandwich- 
boards,  walking  down  the  public  streets, 
because  they  had  to  do  it  rather  than 
face    starvation.     It    did    not    devolve 
upon  him  and  his  friends  to  tell  the 
Government  what  should  be  the  work ; 
it  was  not  their  duty  as  an  Opposition 
Party   to   suggest   to   the   (Jovernment 
how  to  solve  these  things.     The   very 
holding  of  their  position  as  a   Govern- 
ment— [Ministerial  interruptions.]    He 
noticed  consternation  when  the  responsi- 
bilities of  the  Government  were  pointed 
out  to  them.  When  they  accepted  office 
they    accepted  responsibility    for   every 
social  problem,  and  he  confronted  them 
with    this    problem    of    unemployment. 
He  had  noticed  an  irresistible  tendency 
on  the  part  of  hon.  Members  opposite 
to  show  a  distaste  for  the  hateful  realism 
of  this  question  of  unemployment.     Why 
impair  the  beautiful  picture  that  hon. 
Members  had  built  up  for  themselves  1 
Why     up,et    their    castle    of    illusions 
that  allowed  them   to  go  through   life 
without  bothering  about  these  questions  1 
Why  bring  into  the  purview  of  the  House 
of  Commons  the  haggard  sight  of  the 
working  man  whom  they  were  meeting 
•  every  day  ?     Not  many  yards  from  the 
House,   hon.   Members   were  confronted 
'  every  night  with  a  problem  that  made 
I  them     feel     ashamed      not      only      of 
I  having    to    be     jointly    responsible   for 
a    state     of    mismanagement     su 'h    as 
'  that,   but  of  the   professed  Christianity 
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of  their  nation.  He  and  bis  friends  felt 
tliat  this  problem  of  unemployment  had 
to  be  solved,  and  that  if  the  present 
Government  could  find  no  way  of  solving 
it  they  were  giving  them  the  strongest 
possible  argument  to  use  in  the  country 
to  bring  about  their  speedy  super- 
annuation. They  heard  the  other  day 
that  there  was  no  great  demand  for 
another  measure  on  this  question.  The 
hon.  Member  for  Burnley  had  com- 
plained that  he  (Mr.  Grayson)  went  down 
to  his  constituency  and  made  a  speech, 
the  philosophy  of  which  tended  to  destroy 
thrift  and  encourage  drunkenness.  Why 
did  he  go  down  to  the  hon.  Member's 
constituency  ?  It  was  a  record  meeting 
in  that  constituency.  There  were  two 
theatres  packed  with  eager  people,  and 
there  were  2,000  people  turned  away. 
Why  ?  It  was  because  they  were  dis- 
cussing the  imemployed  question.  Was 
there  not  a  demand  in  the  country 
when  one  foimd  men  tramping  from  the 
provincial  towns  to  London  in  their 
rags  and  tatters,  suffering  hunger 
and  bearing  public  opprobrium,  in 
order  to  lay  their  cause  before  the 
President  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  ?  In  that  constituency,  when  he 
was  dealing  with  the  argument  that  the 
poor  were  unemployed  because  they  were 
thriftless,  and  because  they  drank,  he 
tried  to  compare  the  income  of*  the 
average  working  man  when  working 
with  the  amount  of  money  that  he, 
as  a  Socialist  claimed,  was  taken  out  of 
the  total  product  of  his  labour  in  order 
to  glut  the  maw  of  those  who  contributed 
no  part  to  the  production  of  commodi- 
ties. He  tried  to  estimate  what  the 
drink  biU  of  this  country  was,  and  how 
the  drink  bill  was  divided  between  those 
who  drank  rich  wines  and  those  who 
drank  cheap  adulterated  beer  that 
made  them  drunk  in  half  an  hour,  in  pro- 
portion to  the  five  hours  he  had  seen  it 
take  others  drinking  expensive  wines. 
It  had  been  his  privilege  as  a  journalist 
to  sit  in  the  lowest  kind  of  tavern  watch- 
ing the  workers  there,  and  to  watch  the 
other  people  also.  He  had  seen  poor  de- 
bilitated workers  coining  in  sober  after  a 
day's  arduous  labour,  and  one  pint  of  beer 
had  disturbed  their  equilibrium.  The  ques- 
tion of  drunkenness  was  not  one  of  com- 
parative thrift  or  thriftlessness.  They 
were  preparing  the  organisations  of  their 
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workers  to  be  played  upon  by  the  filth 
and  adulteration  that  they  were  tolerating 
under  this  regime.    It  had  been  said  that 
there   would   be   no   one   cure   for   the 
problem  of  unemployment,  and  he  had 
the  utmost  pleasure  in  giving  his  full 
assent  to  that  proposition.    He  did  not 
believe  that  tlus  BiU  would  solve  the 
problem  of  unemployment.    It  had  been 
said  before  from  that  side  of  the  House 
that  the  problem  of  unemployment  waa 
absolutely  coincidental  with  the  whole 
problem  of  competitive  industry.    One 
hon.  Member  had  denied  that  they  needed 
a  surplusage   of  unemployed  labour  in 
order  to  carry  on  the  industry  of  the 
country.    Let    them    imagine    then    & 
state   of  society  in  which   every  man 
willing    to    work    had    work    to    do. 
Let  them  imagine  that  every  employer- 
was  looking  for  workmen,   instead  of 
hordes  of  workmen  looking  for  employers. 
What  would  be  the  situation  ?     If  the 
workers  were  organised  in  strong  trade 
unions — and  that  was  an  increasing  tend- 
ency— ^they  would  Remand  in  return  for 
their  labour  what  they  conceived  to  be 
the  product   of   their  labour.    It  was  . 
unthinkable  that  they   should  have   & 
permanence  of  competitive  industry  and 
yet  have  all  the  available  unemployed 
employed.    They  heard  of  men  becoming 
unemployable — ^they  had  heard  it  from 
strange  lips  that  day — and  that  there 
were  loungers  and  pot-house  louts  who 
would  use  this  measure  as  a  means  of 
sponging  on  the  community  and  refusing 
ordinary  work.    They  were   told   that 
these   people   who   were   morally  unfit 
were   the   despair  of  those  who  would 
solve  the  problem.    He  had  seen  them 
being    manufactured    into    imemploy- 
able    men    before    his    eyes,  and    hon. 
Members  could  see  it  any  day  if  they 
would  open  their  eyes  on  an  ordinary 
conventional    tragedy    in    the    working 
part  of  any  town.    He  had  watched  a 
man  returning  every  Friday  night,  with 
his  wages  in  his  pocket,  to  a  little  slum 
hovel,   with   his   wife   with   her   apron 
loaded  with  provisions   for  the   week. 
The   children   had   been   comparatively 
happy  in  their  rags,  and  everything  had 
been    barely    comfortable — ^an    average 
type  of  working  class  prosperity.    He 
had  looked  at  him  sometimes  and  felt 
that  even  he  had  got  his  minimum  of 
comfort  out  of  the  life  he  led.    But 
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some  morning  the  word  went  round  that 
Mr.  So-and-so  had  stopped.  They  could 
hardly  realise  the  tragedy  that  charged 
those  words.  He  had  watched  gradually 
all  the  disposable  articles  of  furniture 
going  to  the  pawnshop  and  to  the  broker ; 
he  had  seen  those  children  gradually 
growing  more  and  more  ragged,  and  the 
woman  more  and  more  haggard,  until 
the  thing  had  ended  in  a  loathsome 
tragedy,  when  the  wife  had  finished  in  the 
infirmary  and  the  man  gone  on  tramp. 
Should  they  hear  more  jeers  and  more 
gibes  now  about  a  man  who  had  started 
out  in  life  full  of  hope  and  strength  and 
robustness,  saying,  "  Only  give  me 
work  that  I  may  earn  a  living,  even  a 
living  prescribed  for  me  by  a  stereotyped 
system  in  which  I  have  had  no  chance  of 
formulating  my  desires  ?  "  Men  in  work 
dreaded  being  out  of  work,  and  he 
was  glad  to  hear  one  hon.  Member 
say  that  when  he  fiiftt  came  to  London 
he  dreaded  unemployment.  A  man  who 
got  out  of  work  at  first  thought  he  would 
die  in  a  week,  and  did  not  know 
how  he  would  manage  to  get  along, 
but  he  got  through  a  fortnight,  and 
then  in  three  more  weeks  he  was  still 
living,  with  this  daily  process  of  de- 
terioration going  on.  Shop  door  after 
shop  door  had  given  him  the  unsenti- 
mental face  of  the  foreman  saying, 
"  There  is  nothing  to  do."  He  had  been 
seized  with  the  sense  of  hopelessness, 
and  should  they  have  moralists  declaiming 
against  him  when,  with  his  wife  to  think 
of,  instead  of  facing  that  last  horrible 
starvation,  he  turned  round  and  com- 
mitted ravages  upon  society  in  defence 
of  his  individuality  ?  No.  This  prob- 
lem was  a  problem,  he  admitted,  that 
was  not  going  to  have  one  or  ten  solu- 
tions. The  land  question  mentioned  by 
the  hon.  Member  who  had  just  sat  down 
was  a  great  part  of  it.  The  Bill  they 
were  considering  that  day,  which  caused 
so  much  dissatisfaction  amongst  those 
from  whom  one  would  have  expected 
help,  proposed  to  give  a  man  the  right 
to  say  to  his  local  authority  :  "  I  want 
work ;  my  muscles  are  ready  for  work, 
my  physique  is  yearning  for  work; 
give  me  work,  and  I  will  do  the  work." 
It  did  not  matter  what  kind  of  work  it 
was.  Hon,  Members  opposite  said  :  "  Be- 
cause you  are  a  watchmaker  and  your 
fingers  are  delicate,  we  have  no  work  for 


{13  March  1908} 


JFarhmm  ML 


62 


you  to  do ;  we  could  give  yon  a  fob  at 
digging,  but  you  had  better  go  on  without 
food  a  little  longer,  because  digging 
would  spoil  your  fingers."  They  wer©- 
not  concerned  with  a  problem  of  main* 
taining  specific  art  in  a  man's  fingers  p. 
they  were  concerned  with  a  problem  of 
life  and  death,  of  dignity  or  pauperis- 
ation, and  he  suggested  that  the  present , 
Government  was  failing  in  its  duty  in 
not  dealing  in  a  very  serious  manner  with 
this  problem.  There  was  a  feeling 
throughout  the  country — ^and  he  felt 
entitled  to  say  it ;  he  had  heard  the  kind 
of  remarks  going  on  in  working  class- 
constituencies — ^that  the  House  of  Com^ 
mons  could  not  find  the  time  to  deat 
with  the  serious,  throbbing  questions  that 
lay  at  the  door  of  the  working  men^ 
Hon.  Members  opposite  must  either 
tell  them  something  they  were  going  to 
do  or  else  feel  sorry  for  their  past- 
ridicule  when  other  Governments  had 
tried  to  do  something.  He  took  part- 
in  a  demonstration  once  to  secure  a  Bill 
similar  to  but  weaker  than  the  one* 
under  discussion.  He  was  in  a  crowded 
market  street  where  the  police  came  in 
with  their  batons  and  beat  down  those- 
poor,  hungry,  debilitated,  ragged  men. 
It  was  in  Manchester.  It  was  not  because- 
they  had  injured  private  property,  not , 
because  they  had  broken  a  window^ 
not  because  they  had  committed  a  crime,, 
but  because  they  stood  still  in  the  middle- 
of  the  street  and  stopped  the  wheels  of 
commerce  for  a  moment.  The  result 
of  that  was  that  in  the  House  of  Gom» 
mons  there  was  a  hasty  conference  of  the- 
then  Conservative  Government,  and  they 
managed  to  get  an  Unemployed  BiU 
through.  Hon.  Members  opposite  had 
never  had  a  more  hilarious  time  in  their 
lives  than  then,  because  there  was- 
humour  and  fun  for  weeks  and  weeks, 
and  they  flooded  the  country  with  ridi- 
cule and  scorn  of  that  BiU.  Hon.  Mem- 
bers opposite  made  speeches  night  after 
niglit  and  said :  **  Look  at  that  legisla- 
tion. It  is  not  legislation,  it  is  a 
spectre."  The  President  of  the  Board 
of  Trade  said,  "Call  this  a  measure. 
It  is  a  motor  car  without  petroL" 
This  was  the  third  session  of  the  pre- 
sent Parliament  and  the  motor  car  was 
still  without  petrol.  When  was  tho 
petrol  coming  to  supply  the  motor  car  I 
When  was  the  [occasion    coming  when 
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they  would  deal  with  this  pressing 
problem  7  He  did  not  believe  that  the 
fiouse  would  be  too  generous  in  its 
allocation  of  time  to  this  subject  if  it 
devoted  a  few  weeks  to  its  considera- 
tion and  nothing  else.  It  was  not 
an  academic  question ;  it  was  one  which 
affected  the  lives  of  the  whole  of  the 
people ;  it  was  a  question  which  would 
give  dignity  and  new  hope  to  the  life  of 
every  workman.  It  was  a  question  not 
only  for  those  who  were  out  of  work 
but  for  those  who  were  in  work  as  well. 
While  the  hammers  were  going  inside, 
while  the  workers  were  slaving,  there 
came  others  knocking  at  the  doors,  saying 
"May  we  come  in?  The  unemployed 
man  felt  that  he  could  live  on  a  less  wage 
than  the  trade  union  rate,  and  it  was  not 
his  duty  to  stand  up  for  an  abstract 
principle  if  he  wanted  bread.  Therefore 
he  looked  on  this  question  as  a  Socialist 
without  any  hope  of  a  solution  from  the 
Government.  This  was  practically  an 
opportunist  Government,  giving  a  little 
here  and  a  little  there.  But  if  the  Bill 
passed  they  would  still  be  confronted 
with  the  organic  social  problem  of 
the  unemployed.  If  the  Bill  passed, 
in  the  present  chaotic  disorganisation  of 
their  system  of  industry,  they  would 
stlil  have  unemployment  going  on.  The 
lion.  Member  for  Preston  had  said  that 
they  could  not  pay  two  men's  wages  out 
of  one  sovereign.  Why  two  men's  wages 
out  of  one  sovereign  1  The  hon.  Member 
had  SHid  that  they  must  increase  the  total 
wealth  product  of  the  country  before 
they  could  employ  any  more  people. 
Had  it  ever  struck  hon.  Members 
that  it  was  not  so  much  a 
problem  of  production  as  of  distribu- 
tion— of  giving  enough  to  those  who 
produced  and  not  so  much  to  those  who 
were  only  speculators  ?  In  the  last  fifty 
years  wealth  had  increased  by  miraculous 
leaps  and  bounds,  and  while  it  was  en- 
deavoured to  be  shown  that  the  increased 
wealth  of  the  country  was  due  to  free 
trade,  yet  this  problem  remained  grimly 
ever  present  through  all  our  prosperity.  It 
was  not  that  they  could  not  find  work  for 
every  one  ;  it  was  that  they  were  trying  an 
•impossible  task  ;  they  were  trying  to  lift 
themselves  up  by  their  boot  laces  ;  they 
were  trying  to  solve  the  unemployed 
problem  while  leaving  vested  interests 
alone  ;  they  were  trying  to  find  work  for 
workers  without  interfering  with  the 
interests  of  those  who  had  rents  and  pos- 
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session  of  wealth.  It  would  never  be 
done,  and  he  did  not  hope  that  this 
House  would  do  it  as  at  present  composed. 
It  would  only  be  done  when  the  means  of 
production,  distribution,  and  exchange, 
without  access  to  which  they  cOuld  not 
live,  were  in  tffe  hands  of  the  people  and 
not  in  the  hands  of  a  small  clique. 
It  might  sound  like  a  dream  from 
afar,  but  if  the  Government  persisted 
in  their  present  method  of  flouting 
serious  social  problems,  if  they  continued 
their  dispiriting  criticism  of  serious 
measures,  which  might  have  faults  but 
which  contained  vital  principles,  then 
Socialism  would  not  be  so  much  a 
dream  as  it  seemed  at  the  present  moment, 
and  the  ineptitude  and  futility  of  the 
present  Govermnent  would  be  realised. 
The  Government  had  an  opportunity 
which  had  been  afforded  to  few  Grovem- 
ments  of  fulfilling  the  pledges  which  it 
had  given  to  the  people  —  the  opportu- 
nity of  wiping  from  the  page  of  promises 
the  things  which  had  occupied  their 
election  programme  for  so  long,  and 
of  dealing  with  the  social  question.  In 
his  election  address  he  had  put  in  black 
type,  and  with  special  emphasis,  two  or 
three  special  questions,  and  the  biggest  by 
far  was  that  of  the  unemployed.  It  was 
not  a  small  matter.  When  he  went  up  and 
down  the  country  people  came  and  asked 
him  how  they  were  getting  on  with  the 
unemployed  problem.  He  replied,  "  Come 
and  see."  If  they  came  to  see,  they 
would  be  struck  by  the  futility  of  the 
methods  now  being  adopted  by  the 
Government.  Workers  had  a  destiny 
beyond  mere  drudgery.  Workers  had 
a  right  to  some  part  of  the  gorgeous 
ban(][uet  of  intellectual  and  artistic  life 
now  held  to  be  the  monopoly  of  a  class. 
The  workers  would  realise  that  destiny, 
and  they  were  standing  there  that 
day  to  defend  it.  He  believed 
that  it  was  within  the  powei-  of  the 
Government  to  get  back  some  of  their 
prestige  if  only  they  would  deal  seri- 
ously with  the  unemployed  problem. 
He  did  not  know  what  woulcf  be  the 
fate  of  the  Bill  that  day.  If  it  were 
refused,  if  the  Government  voted  against 
it,  if  the  majority  were  against  it,  then 
it  would  give  them  more  texts  for 
public  lectures.  It  would  provide  them 
with  more  illustrations  to  point  oat  to 
the  people  the  true  extent  of  the  serious- 
ness and  earnestness  with  which  the 
present    Government    fulfilled  its    task. 
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Were  they  to  sit  down  with  the  ordinary 
iissurance  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
that  they  could  find  no  solution  for  this 
question  ?  If  they  could  find  no  solution, 
then,  for  the  sake  of  their  dignity  and 
manhood  they  should  resign  and  let 
others  try.  But  they  needed  money. 
(Laughter.]  He  was  glad  to  contribute 
to  the  "  gaiety  of  nations."  His  observa- 
tion caused  hilarity.  Why  'i  Obviously 
this  social  problem  had  its  financial 
aspect,  and  why  should  that  cause  hilarity? 
Whenever  it  was  sought  to  get  money 
one  beautiful  area  was  always  left 
Bafe  and  untouched.  They  believed  that 
the  money  should  come  from  the  bursting 
bags  of  unearned  increment  that  the 
Government  were  too  timid  to  tackle ; 
they  believed  that  the  money  should 
come  from  that  increment  which  was 
due  to  the  industry  of  the  people.  Let 
him  appeal  to  hon.  Members  opposite  to 
consider  that  this  was  not  a  matter  of 
obeying  the  party  whip,  but  one  which  lay 
between  them  and  their  constituents,  and 
let  them  seriously  ask  themselves  what 
the  majority  of  their  constituents  would 
say.  If  they  would  do  that  they  would 
realise  that  this  was  not  an  ordinary 
question,  but  an  extraordinary  question 
preceding  a  revolution.  If  they  read  the 
history  of  France,  if  they  read  the  history 
of  even  their  own  country,  they  would 
realise  that  even  the  stolid,  slow,  and 
thickheaded  British  workman  would  arise 
out  of  his  slumber,  and,  though  he  had 
not  the  volatile  spirit  of  the  Latin,  yet 
there  was  something  very  dogged,  often 
something  very  ruthless  about  him  when 
he  did  wake  and  rubbed  his  eyes,  and 
asked  the  Government  what  they  had 
done  with  his  destiny.  This  was  a  ques- 
tion which  ought  to  be  dealt  with  by 
-serious  men  in  a  serious,  and  not  in  a 
irivolous,  manner.  If  it  were  dealt  with 
by  serious  men  in  a  serious  manner  it 
would  not  be  the  problem  of  Utopia 
or  the  millennium,  but  it  would  be  the 
iirst  task  of  the  Government — the  task 
of  clearing  from  their  programme  thh 
longed-for  measure,  and  placing  it  on  the 
Statute-book  of  the  country. 

*The  PRESIDENT  of  the  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  John 
Burns,  Battersea)  :  Since  the  cele- 
brated year  of  1834  when  the  Poor  Law 
Reports  were  made,  and  the  legislation 
resulting  therefrom  was  passed,  there  have 
been    few    subjects,    if  any,    that   have 
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evoked  more  interest  and  induced  more 
sympathy  than  the  subject  matter 
embedded  but  not  embodied,  in  this 
Bill ;  and  for  that  interest,  pity,  and 
sympathy  the  reason  is  obvious  to  every 
man  in  this  House,  whether  he  be  a 
Socialist  or  a  Tory,  a  Liberal  or  a  Radical. 
The  workless  workman  is  an  object  of 
pity,  while  the  casual  worker  is  a 
profoundly  pathetic,  figure  of  sympathetic 
interest,  and  we  all  of  us  in  this 
Parliament,  whatever  our  views,  have 
done  what  reasonably  could  be  expected 
of  us,  not  only  in  the  last  two  years,  but 
in  the  last  twenty  or  twenty-five  years, 
to  mitigate  his  suffering  and  to  decasu- 
alise his  labour  ;  and,  generally  speaking, 
to  give  him,  both  in  house  and  home, 
factory  and  workshop,  a  more  tolerable 
condition  in  society  than  he  had  thirty  or 
forty  years  ago.  The  last  speaker  has 
suggested  that  nothing  has  been  done  by 
the  present  Government,  nothing  serious 
attempted,  in  regard  to  this  throbbing 
question.  My  answer  to  that  rs  that 
there  is  not  a  platform  where  landlords 
most  do  congregate,  there  is  not  a  cham- 
ber of  commerce,  there  is  not  a  stock 
exchange,  where,  instead  of  saying  that 
of  the  Government,  they  do  not  speak 
of  us  as  threatening  every  monopoly,  trying 
to  make  access  to  the  land  possible,  ana 
committing  the  mistake  of  exalting  fustian 
and  corduroy  above  the  frock  coat  and 
top  hat.  Hon.  Members  with  sympa- 
thetic aims  but  fantastic  ideals  and  irre- 
levant generalisations,  accuse  us  who  sit  on 
these  benches  of  lack  of  sympathy  or  indis- 
position to  seek  real  practical  remedies  for 
the  evil  of  unemployment.  But  all  that  is 
beside  the  point,  and  to  accuse  the  House 
of  Commons  of  a  want  of  sympathy  on 
this  subject  is  unjust.  Hon.  Members  have 
done  me  the  honour  to-day  of  not  saying 
an  unkind  word  about  my  administration 
of  the  Act  of  1905.  It  cannot  be  said. 
Those  who  know  me  are  aware  that  every 
hour  and  day  that  I  could  get  I  have 
devoted  to  this  problem.  In  a  way,  I 
have  been  the  Derby  dog  running  down 
the  Parliamentary  course,  hon.  Members 
throwing  sticks  and  stones  at  me  all  the 
time.  •  I  believe  that  on  one  occasion  I 
turned  round  with  the  intention  of  neither 
barking  nor  biting ;  and  then  complaint 
was  made  about  my  tone.  Just  fancy 
Revolutionists  talking  about  tone  !  We 
want  to  ameliorate  the  sufferings  which 
the  hon.  Member  has  described,  and  we 
want  to  bring  in,  not  the  one  form  of 
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relief  indicated  by  this  Bill,  but  many  '  problem  has  greatly  changed.  We  have 
forms  of  relief.  Slowly  but  surely  we  i  drifted  from  cash  charity  for  the  destitute 
are  getting  to  closer  grips  with  this  I  and  impotent  to  schemes  of  relief  work, 
problem,  and  its  consideration  is  not  at  |  and  the  removal  of  that  temptation  to 
all  obstructed  by  want  of  money  in  this  '  pauperism  to  which  unemployment  so 
country.  On  the  contrary,  there  is  no  i  frequently  leads.  That  has  already 
dountry  in  the  world — mainly  because  we  '■  manifested  itself  in  many  ways.  Social 
are  a  free  people  and  therefore  a  generous  ;  activities  in  our  great  cities  have  helped 
people— where  money  is  so  readily  forth-  towards  this  change.  There  are  many 
coming.  We  may  be  mistaken  in  our  |  agencies,  personal,  educational,  social, 
charity  and  generosity,  still  there  is  no  religious,  and  philanthropic  which  have 
country  in  the  world  where  so  much  money  |  for  their  object  the  prevention  of  a  man 
is  diverted  to  the  relief  of  the  poor,  the*  from  sinking  into  a  pauperised  condition, 
impotent,  the  aged  and  sick,  the  halt,  the  |  No  one  single  remedy  is  sufficient  for  this, 
maimed  and  the  blind  as  in  this  country.  A  few  in  combination  have  helped,  and 
There  is  no  country  in  which  so  many  j  are  helping ;  others  are  in  process  of  ex- 
noble  men  and  generous  women  give  periment,  and  some  suggested  by  hon. 
so  much  time  to  the  consideration  of  the  j  Members  opposite  are  on  their  trial,  and 
lot  of  those  who  are  less  comfortably  oflf .  hardly  any  of  the  experiments  similar  to 
than  themselves.  There  is  no  country  |  those  that  would  be  carried  out  by  thi* 
whose  institutions,  whether  in  the  shape  j  Bill  will  be  found,  in  my  judgment,  to 
of  the  much-abused  workhouse,  the  in- '  have  warranted  the  faith  in  them,  the 
firmary,  the  almshouse,  or  that  vast  fabric  '  money  spent  on  them,  and  the  time 
of  institutions  which  the  trade  unions  {  wiisted  on  them  when  the  facts  are 
and  the  friendly  societies  have  built  up,  1  revealed  and  the  results  displayed.  All 
and  which  would  not  last  two  years  if  I  these    activities    of  the   last    ten   yean 

this  Bill  were  passed j  resulted  in   the   Act  of  my    right  hon. 

'  friend  the   Member  for  South    Dublin. 

Mr.    j  0  W  E  T  T     (Bradford,    W.)  :  j  ^®  ^^^^  ^^^^  ^^®  ^™®  ^^  go^o  ^7  wJ^«n 
Humbug.  I  charity,  pauperism,  and  the  relief  of  the 

destitute  were  enough,  and  we  ought  to 
♦\Tu  THHV  mrpxTQ  Tko  Vr.^  1^^  bcyoud  it.  He  brought  in  a  Bill  in 
*Mr.  JOHN  BURNS  :  Ihe  hon.  I  jj^qo  the  object  of  which  was  to  organise 
Member  who  made  that  observation  is  |  ^„^  .^^^.^  i^  something  Uke  ordw  the 
represented  by  a  town  council  which,  by  ,^3^,  ^^^^^^  ^^  ^^|^  misguided  at 
forty-four  votes  to  twenty-five,  shares  the  ,  ^^^^  ^  ^^^^  ^^^  this  mattw  by  indi«- 
view  I  have  expressed.  |  eriminate  charity,  and  that  attempt  took 

i  the   form   of    the    Act  of    1905.     That 
Mr.  JOWETT  :  We  will  change  it.         Act   was   passed  in  a    hurry.     Do  not 

I  let    us    commit    the    folly     to-day   of 

*Mu.  JOHN  BURNS  :  And  I  prefer    passing  a  worse  Act  in  a  greater  hurry, 

the  town  council  of  Bradford  on  a  sane  |  because  if  we  do  we  shall  be  confroDteJ 

practical  question  to  the  hon.  Member's  .  "^xt    year    with    not  only   the    partial 

extreme  Socialistic  views.  '  failure— in  some  cases  complete — of  4e 

I  ptescnt  Act,  but  we  shall  be  confronted 

Mr.  JOWETT  :  We  will  alter  it.  tf"  F^'^T'  ^""'^^^^  f  "^  ^®  '''''^  ^ 

I  We    found  immediately  we    oame  into 

!  office  that  the  motor  car  had  no  petrol 
♦Mr.  JOHN  BURNS :  When  it  is,  I  i  The  hon.  Member  for  Colne  VaUey  said 
shall  probably  adapt  myself  to  the  altered  tTiat  it  lacks  petrol  now.  That  is  not  true, 
circumstances.  Now,  where  is  there  a  The  motor-car  was  started  a}ong  the  road^ 
House  of  Commons  or  a  Parliament  in  ■  and  a  rocky  road  it  is.  But  engaged,  as 
which  this  (question  would  have  been  ;  I  am,  in  the  Sisyphian  task  of  rolmig  the 
discussed  as  it  has  been  discussed  right  stone  up  the  wrong  hill,  difficalt  as 
here  during  the  last  two  years  ?  I  that  is,  it  is  easy  comparod  with  the  task 
know  of  none  where  the  attention  would  '  of  Tantalus  which  the  hon.  Member  for 
have  been  given  which  the  House  Colne  Valley  wishes  the  House  of  Com- 
of  Commons  has  liestowed  on  the  unem-  mons  to  enter  on.  We  found  the  motor 
ployment  diflficulty.  And  what  is  the  ,  car  without  petrol.  We  supplied  the 
reason  for  it  ?  In  the  last  ten  years  this  petrol,  and  supplied  so  muoh  in  the  first 
Mr,  John  Burns. 
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year  that,  notwithstanding  my  prompti- 
tude in  receiving  applications  and  my 
willingness  to  go  in  advance  of  the  local 
distress  committees,  I  was  in  the  difficult 
and  unsatisfactory  position  of  having  to 
put  back  into  the  Treasury  money  that  I 
asked  the  distress  committees,  if  they 
had  the  opportunity,  to .  expend  1  The 
whole  subject  of  distress  arising  from  un- 
employment was  remitted  to  a  Koyal 
Commission  specially  created  to  consider 
this  subject.  That  investigation  is  nearly 
complete.  Supposing  the  Government 
were  to  be  foolish  enough  to  adopt  this 
Bill  and  send  it  to  an  orSinary  Committee, 
which  it  could  not  do,  or  to  a  special  Com- 
mittee that  would  have  to  take  some  form 
of  evidence,  that  Committee  could  not 
report,  however  good  our  intentions  were, 
as  soon  as  the  Royal  Commission  on  the 
Poor  Law  will  be  able  to  report,  with  its 
recommendations  for  consideration  and 
probable  action.  Then  why  should  we 
be  denied  the  benefit  of  the  advice,  the 
investigation,  the  evidence,  the  wise 
counsel  and  recommendations  of  the 
Royal  Commission,  which  has  upon  it  two 
Socialists  anJ  a  Labour  man,  which  has 
every  phase  of  economic,  social,  and 
political  thought  represented  upon  it,  and 
which  is  preparing  its  report  pending  the 
time  that  we  are  administering  the  present 
Act  in  a  kindly,  generous,  and  practical 
way,  and  at  the  same  time  supplying  the 
distress  committees  with  money  with 
which  to  carry  on  the  Act  durino;  the  time 
that  the  Commission  is  considering  its 
report.  May  I  ask  hon.  Members  below 
the  Gangway  to  remember  what  kind  of 
works  it  is  they  would  want  to  be  set  up 
if  this  Bill  were  passed.  They  would  be 
works  precisely  similar  to  those  that 
I  am  now  administering,  and  to 
which  I  am  banker,  clerk  of  works, 
and  foreman.  What  kind  of  works 
are  these  ]  I  will  give  one  or  two. 
I  will  take  Hollesley  Bay,  which  is  an 
exact  replica  of  the  type  of  work  which 
would  be  set  up  by  this  Bill.  That 
estate,  where,  on  an  average,  250  men 
are  employed  every  day,  has  cost  the 
Central  Unemployed  Body  in  less  than 
three  years  a  gross  sum  of  £100,000. 
Before  the  estate  became  a  public  relief 
works,  a  stewanl  with  eighteen  farm 
hands  was  able  to  make  a  small  profit  or 
a  small  loss  every  year.  Since  it  became 
a  State  relief  work,  with  250  men  en- 
gaged on  it,  it  has  had  a  net  loss  of 
X2 1,000  a  year. 


Jrorhnen  Bill. 


70 


Mr.  crooks  (Woolwich) :  It  is  not 
true. 

♦xMr.  JOHN  BURNS :  But  this  Bill 
asks  me,  and  would  place  upon  me,  the 
responsibility  of  dotting  down  in  every 
county  and  district  in  illngland  relief 
works  of  that  particular  kind.  I  hope 
the  hon.  Member  for  Woolwich  will  give 
his  attention  to  this. 

Mr.  CROOKS :  I  am  listening,  but  it 
is  not  true.  I  repeat,  even  if  I  am  sus- 
pended, that  it  is  not  true. 

♦Mr.  JOHN  BURNS:  That  is  a 
type  of  interruption  that  I  had 
best  ignore.  What  else  is  happen- 
ing at  Hollesley  Bay,  and  what 
wUl  happen  under  this  Bill?  The 
labour  and  the  work  of  these  men  is 
brought  into  competition  with  the  local 
market  gardeners  and  farmers,  and  when 
I  go  down  to  Hollesley  Bay  I  am 
confronted  with  small  deputations 
of  professional  decent  agricultural 
labourers  and  servants  of  market 
gardeners,  complaining  of  the  fact  that 
our  attempt,  well-intentioned,  charitably- 
inclined,  and  fed  with  State  money, 
on  behalf  of  the  unemployed,  is  dispossess- 
ing the  decent  agricultural  labourer.  I 
go  from  Hollesley  Bay  to  another  type  of 
colony.  I  take  South  Ockenden,  which 
has  cost,  up  to  this  moment,  JB  22,000 
for  purchase,  maintenance,  buildings, 
and  so  forth,  and  it  has  an  average 
daily  attendance  of  seventy  men.  What 
are  the  facts,  and  I  put  them  as  charitably 
as  one  can.  Seven  hundred  and  ninety 
men  have  passed  through  that  colony  at 
a  cost  per  week  per  man  of  anything 
between  30s.  and  328.,  including  the 
allowance  to  the  family,  and  in  the  whole 
time  that  that  colony  has  been  in  opera- 
tion— and  no  one  will  but  admit  that  I 
have  given  it  the  most  generous  and  the 
most  fatherly  assistance — out  of  the  790 
which  have  gone  through  that  colony,  its 
object  being  to  train  men  for  the  land  to 
take  them  back  to  the  land,  there  is  not 
a  recorded  instance  of  the  men  going 
back  to  agricultural  work. 

Mr.  MASTERMAN  (West  Ham,  N.)  : 
Surely  that  is  not  the  solo  object  of  the 
colony.  You  are  converting  it  into  a 
rural  workhouse. 
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♦Mr.  JOHN  BURNS  :  How  can  the 
hon.  Member  say  we  are  converting  that 
place  into  a  country  workhouse,  when 
the  average  oo?jt  per  man  per  week  is 
just  double  the  rate  of  wages  paid 
to  the  agricultural  labourer  in  the 
district  ?  I  come  to  my  third  illustra- 
tion. I  will  take  the  rural  workhouse 
called  Laindon.  Laindon  has  cost  to  this 
moment  in  round  figures  for  cost  and 
maintenance  jK20,000 ;  and  it  extends 
to  100  acres  and  has  an  average  of  140 
men  engaged  upon  it  Laindon  is  a  type 
of  the  thing  we  should  come  to  if  we  had 
penal  colonics.  I  went  there  and  saw  an 
old  agricultural  labourer,  between  sixty 
and  sixty-five  years  old,  digging  in  a  field 
within  200  yards  of  it,  getting  15s.  or  IGs. 
a  week.  I  said  to  him,  "  How  long  does 
it  take  you  to  dig  an  acre  of  land  ]  '  He 
said  "  It  takes  me  a  fortnight  to  dig  an 
acre  of  that  land."  I  went  across  the 
rail  and  found  on  the  public  works  sixty- 
seven  able-bodied  men  under  conditions 
approximating  to  a  penal  colony  similar 
to  those  under  right-to-work  conditions, 
taking  ten  davs  to  dig  an  acre  and 
a  half. 

Mr.  CROOKS:  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man will  forgive  me  I  know,  and  the 
House  too,  but  I  say  that  this  was  an  able- 
bodied  workhouse  and  not  a  test  for 
unemployed.  They  were  put  there  under 
the  Local  Government  Bofird's  orders  to 
do  such  work  as  they  might  be  found  fit 
to  do.  They  were  sent  there  like  all 
able-bodied  men  in  workhouses  to  kill 
time  and  not  to  do  work. 

*Mr.  JOHN  BURNS:  If  the  hon. 
Member  will  look  at  his  Bill  he  will  find 
that  Laindon  obviously  approximates  to 
that,  and  is  a  replica  of  the  penal  form  of 
labour  colony.  If  you  look  at  Clause  7, 
subsection  3,  you  will  see  that  my  facts 
rightly  applied  to  Hollesley  Bay,  to 
Ockenden,  and  to  Laindon,  can  similarly 
be  applied  to  experiments  like  Iladleigh, 
Murieston,  and  Starnthwaite,  and  there 
is  not  a  single  type  of  relief  work 
suggested  in  this  Bill,  there  is  not  a 
penal  labour  colony  that  is  indicated 
in  Clause  7,  subsection  3,  in  which  this 
will  not  be  the  case.  It  will  be  said 
that  this  Bill,  which  seeks  to  mulliply 
these  places,  is  extremely  popular  with 
those  who  know  m«)st  about  it.  Let  us 
exfimine  the  support  at  the  back  of  this 
BilL       I    am    peculiarly    and    properly 


situated  to  know  the  views  of  Boards  of 
guardians  and  of  local  authorities.  A 
resolution  of  the  Tottenham  Urban  Dis- 
trict Council  was  apparently  sent  lo 
all  the  local  authorities  in  the  country 
that  were  likely  to  take  any  part 
in  support  of  the  Bill,  or  to  express  views 
about  it,  but  the  result  of  this  effort  was 
that  we  have  only  received  at  the  Local 
Government  Board  resolutions  in  support 
of  the  Bill  from  three  town  coimcils  oat 
of  322 ;  from  sixteen  urban  <listriit 
councils  out  of  818 ;  from  four  rural 
district  councils  out  of  671  ;  and  from 
one  board  of  guardians  out  of  657.  And 
what  is  more,  the  hon.  Member  for 
Leicester  speaks  with  an  authority  which 
is  not  equal  to  his  assertion.  The 
Leicester  Town  Council  has  voted  against 
the  Bill  by  twenty-four  to  nine. 


Mr. 

Whv  ? 


Pi  AMS  AY        M  ACDON  ALD : 


♦Mil.  JpHN  BURNS  :  Because  thej 
do  not  believe  in  it. 

Mr.  BAMSAY  MACDONALD:  Xo: 
because  it  did  not  supply  enough  nationii 
funds  to  enable  them  to  spend  monev  u 

Leicester. 

*Mr.  JOHN  BURNS:  If  that  i 
so,  it  was  the  worst  reason  w 
could  possibly  urge.  The  Baud  i 
Guardians  were  against  it  bj  twemr- 
one  to  fifteen,  and  the  Ceaoil 
Poor  Law  Conference  was  pracdcilljr 
unanimous  against  it.  So  far  as  I  cu 
gather,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  snail 
bodies,  well-drilled  and  finely  disci[diDed, 
but  sometimes  over-persuaded,  there  is 
practically  no  public  support  of  what  wm 
known  as  the  Right-to- Work  Bill.  To 
come  to  the  trade  unions.  I  have  two 
circulars,  and  I  find  that  the  Trade  Union 
Congress  with  that  practical  sagacity  which 
distinguishes  that  body — I  am  an  ex- 
member  of  it,  and  it  is  because  I  know  it 
so  well  that  I  am  going  to  quote  its 
opinion 

Mk.  CURRAN:  It  has  got  along  with- 
out you. 

*Mr.  JOHN  BURNS  :  I  once  purified 
that  great  body,  and  "  Pride's  Purge  "  may 
have  to  be  applied  again.      The  Tiade 
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Union  view  is  expressed  in  its  last  circular. 
It  says — 

"  Two  things,  therefore,  seem  to  be  neces- 
aary  :— 

1.  To  use  all  our  endeavours  to  prevent  a 
liecreaMC  in  the  demand  for  labour,  and, 

2.  To  meet  any  decrease  which  may  occur 
by  decreasing  the  working  hours  per  day  or 
per  week,  iuistead  of,  as  at  present,  decreasing 
the  number  of  workers  employed. 

We  tiierefore  recommend  : — 

1.  To  minimise  fluctuations  ; — 
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That  trade  unions  be  urged  to  abolish  over- 
time, and  that  where  this  is  not  wholly  })ossible, 
it  be  restricted  to  the  narrowest  limits,  and 
that  when  worked,  it  be  penalised  to  the 
fullest  extent. 

2.  To  keep  the  whole  body  of  workers  in 
employment : — 

That  the  present  practice  of  discharging 
workmen  in  times  of  depression  be  discontinued, 
and  tlie  short  time  system  adopted  so  that  a 
8horta;x<)  of  employment  might  be  met  collec- 
tively by  all  working  shorter  hours. 

3.  To  ensure  the  practical  application  of  the 
above  suggestions  : — 

That  the  Joint  Board  seek  the  sanction  of 
the  three  national  labour  organisations  to 
circularise  all  trade  unions  urging  them  to 
place  these  proposals  liefore  their  members  so 
that  unifonn  action  towards  their  adoption 
may  be  taken  throughout  the  whole  country." 

It  is  signed  by  Mr.  Steadman,  Mr. 
Kamsay  Macdonald,  and  Mr.  Mitchell, 
and  the  only  reference  there  is  to  this 
Unemployed  Bill  is  in  a  little  paragraph 
on  the  top  of  page  2  which  says — 

**  We  suggest  this  evil  should  be  met  by 
endeavouring  to  secure  the  maximum  number 
of  workmen  to  perform  such  work  as  may  be 
required,  and,  where  the  volume  of  work  can  be 
increased  to  advantige,  to  foster  such  increase 
with  a  view  to  employing  any  surplus  labour 
which  may  exist.  The  second  vf  these  pro- 
posals, we  suggest,  cau  best  be  secured  by  the 
u  nemployed  VVorkmen's  Act  about  to  be  intro- 
duced oy  the  Labour  Members." 

But  the  circular  says  nothing  about  the 
"  right- to- work,"  or  the  very  very  difficult 
or  impossible  conditions  embodied  in  this 
Bill  that  we  now  have  under  consideration. 
The  hori.  Member  for  Leicester,  who  ht^ 
been  a  member  of  the  Central  Un- 
en^loyed  Body  ought  to  know  that  all 
the  distress  committees  throughout  the 
country,  including  the  Central  Un 
employed  Body,  are  agreed  that  relief 
works,  whether  carried  out  by  philan- 
thropic efforts  or  by  public  authorities, 
do  the  workmen  more  harm  than  good, 
and  perpetuate  and  stereotype  in  indus- 
trial society  the  very  chaos  they  are 
supposed  to  remove,  and  yet   the  hon. 


Member  for  Leicester,  who  nods  assent 
to  that  view,  is  asking  the  House  to 
adopt  a  right  to  work  Bill  that  will  give 
employment  to  every  unemployed  man 
and  woman  according  to  their  capacit}*^ 
at  the  standard  rate  of  wages — which 
means  the  trade  union  rate  of  wages. 
The  hon.  Member  cannot  deny  that. 


Mr.  RAMSAY  MACDONALD: 
There  is  no  provision  for  that. 

♦Mr.  JOHN  BURNS  :  Suppose  I 
employed  any  of  those  out  of  work 
carpenters  or  other  skilled  workmen 
and    reduce    their    pay   from    lO^d.   to 

ad.  or  6d.  per  hour,  would  hon. 
embers  below  the  Gangway  opposite 
not  heckle  me  1  This  Bill  demands 
the  compulsory  right  to  work.  Under 
this  Bill  every  local  authority  is  to  be 
compelled  to  employ  every  unemployed 
man  and  woman  according  to  their 
capacity  at  trade  union  or  standard  rates 
of  wages,  and,  in  the  event  of  its  being 
unable  to  provide  such  work,  there  is  to 
be  maintenance.  What  is  to  be  this  main- 
tenance in  the  absence  of  work  %  Is  it  to 
cost  24s.  per  week  as  at  the  Laindon 
rural  workhouse,  or  30s.  as  at  Hollesley 
Bay  and  South  Ockendon?  We  all 
know,  as  practical  men,  that  if  once 
we  concede  the  principle  of  this  Bill 
we  shall  have  the  lanes  of  our  country 
districts  black  with  men,  no  longer 
content  to  receive  15s.  or  18s.  a  week, 
coming  into  our  towns  and  cities  where 
the  minimum  rate  will  be  28s.  or 
30s. ;  and  thus  we  shall  reach  this 
condition  of  things,  that  the  last  lot  of 
the  poor  in  our  cities  will  be  infinitely^ 
worse  than  the  first.  I  will  give  the 
House  a  practical  illustration.  What  will 
become  of  the  riverside  labourers  and  the 
casual  dock  lalK)urers  if  this  right  to  work 
Bill  is  passed  ]  Their  ranks  will  be  in- 
creased by  the  alluring  temptation  that 
this  Bill  will  hold  out,  not  only  to  men 
who  are  unemployed,  but  also  to  men 
who  are  in  work  in  country  districts  at 
lower  than  the  guaranteed  standard 
rates  in  the  towns  under  this  Bill. 
In  connection  with  the  existing 
relief  works  there  are  cases  in  which 
men  have,  left  their  ordinary  work, 
where  they  have  to  give  full  measure, 
and  sometimes  overflowing  measure,  to 
engage  in  country  relief  works  which 
can    never    be     properly    organised    or 
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profital)ly  carried  on  under  a  Bill 
such  as  this.  What  effect  will  the 
Bill  have  on  the  unemployed  of  all 
trades?  What  class  of  work  are  they 
going  to  do  ?  They  cannot  work  at  their 
own  trade,  because  it  does  not  afford 
employment.  In  a  penal  colony  there  is 
market  gardening,  which  is  three  times 
more  unprofitable  than  free  competitive 
work.  The  only  trade  that  offers  employ- 
ment under  this  Bill  is  the  building  trade. 
That  is  the  trade  which  is  always  most 
fluctuating  and  has  always  the  largest 
number  of  men  out  of  work.  It  is  the 
building  trade  that  will  have  to  absorb 
the  residuum  of  the  unemployed  of  every 
other  trade,  and  the  result  will  be  that 
the  standard  of  efficiency  of  the  men  will 
be  reduced  and  the  trade  will  be  damaged 
in  every  respect  by  tho  building  trade 
l>eing  made  more  casual  than  it  is.  What 
are  we  to  do  with  the  women  i  What 
are  we  going  to  do  with  unemployed 
women  ? 


Ax    HON. 
suffnigettes. 


MP:MBEK:    Make   them 


*Mr.  JOHN  BUUXS  :  I  believe  there 
is  not  much  need  for  schemes  of  relief 
work  for  unemployed  women  when  there 
is  such  a  demand  in  domestic  service.  I^et 


hitherto  doing  it  There  are^  100,000 
navvies  in  this  country.  In  my  judgment 
these  men  are  probably  the  best  unit  in 
our  industrial  army.  What  we  owe  to 
the  navvy  has  never  been  recognised. 
I  am  trying  to  recognise  it  by  improving 
his  housing  on  public  works  wherever  he 
is  employed.  There  are  also  30,000  Irish 
labourers,  equally  good  human  material, 
who  come  over  to  this  country  to  work. 
If  the  right  to  work  is  recognised  and 
every  navvy  has  the  right  to  claim  work 
or  maintenance,  then  men  will  not  take 
the  trouble  to  walk  from  job  to  job,  from 
railway  to  waterworks;  they  will  not 
cross  the  channel  to  do  laboi-ious  work 
for  three  or  four  months  in  the  year. 
Thf»y  will  remain  in  their  own  parishes, 
and  when  they  are  out  of  work  they  will 
go  to  the  town  hall  and  register  their 
names.  They  will  consider  that  they 
have  done  their  duty  in  looking  for  work 
when  they  have  registered  themselves  at 
the  labour  bureau,  especially  when  main- 
tenance rewards  their  indisposition  to 
look  for  work.  That  kind  of  thing 
ought  not  to  be  encouraged.  The  hon. 
Member  for  South  St.  Pancras  has  sug- 
gested that  Clause  3  should  be  postponed, 
but  the  hon.  Member  for  Liecester,  who 
in  this  matter  is  acting  in  the  capacity  of 
Warwick  the  Kingmaker,  has  declared 
that  Clause  3  is  the  kernel  of  the  Bill, 


hon.  Members  look  at  the  advertisement  |  and  that  it  cannot  be  postponed.  It 
columns  of  any  Ix^idon  daily  paper,  is  ])ocause  Clause  3  cannot  be  accepted. 
Take,  for  example,  the  Da'dfi  tckyraph.  '  because  the  Bill  cannot  be  amended,  be- 
I  tested  the  matter  the  other  day.  I  ,  cause  we  cannot  make  a  good  overcoat 
was  askeil  to  provide  relief  works  for  (  out  <^f  a  bad  pair  of  trousers,  that  I  ask 
women,  and  I  said,  "  Ve>.  I  will  give  the  House  to  reject  this  measure.  If  the 
them  three  or  four  years  generous  treat- .  House  does  not  reject  it  hon.  Members 
nient  as  an  experiment."  I  wrote  to  the  |  will  encourage  every  workman  to  be 
jLHlitor  or  the  y>.'/>  Tfl'jmph  and  asked  inditlerent  to  the  claims  of  his  trade 
him  to  state  \\o\\-  many  women  were  union  and  to  the  claims  of  collective 
advertised  for  in  his  paper  in  any  one  i  providence  in  other  ways.  Our  workmen 
week.  The  reply  was  that  for  that  week  j  have  the  hiijhest  wages,' the  shortest  hours, 
there  had  been  a»lvertised  in  the  7'"////    and,  t»n  the  whole,  the  best  housing  in 


T'U'Wap'.  vaeaneies  for  l.OuO  unemployed 
women  i>f  ditVeient  classes  and  descn|v 
tions  at  the  s.inio  tnue  1  was  1.«'ing  criti- 
cised tor  not  s'.ipih.rnii;;  Tiii.»re  liberallv  a 
seheni:'  tor  a  few  do.vn  '«■■  woii.en.  Xhwv- 
eviT  \\w  fXiorinienr  i<  L:<'inL:  on.  aiid 
my  experitni-e  is  tl:.i:  t'L-'ili  has  ^een 
'jV.id  for  lUnhes  v.wA^  by  w  ■:iicti  vMUTiu'cd 
at  these  vi-liei  wurks.  w •:•;.,■::  .;.>;;!. i  iw  :,«'t.  ! 
U^rter  i:i  out  ariti  s:\!e.  ;in.i  pr..ili;i''.iv  in' 
«iaality.  iov  f.'iM.  Mw-^^ww  'v\  the 
reiHTts  fro!ii  Ka<:-rn.l  :-..iTii  ...f  ^'i.-riiin-; 
ii  is  'jKMUtt^l  OIK  th:>:  ::■.:<  -.^vik  iii-JT-la-.e^ 
1 :  ■. » :  r ss ". ..  n.i  I     w .  ■  i r. e : i     w  h  ■  .•     *■. . '.  o     ':  'C  '.•  ii 


the  world,  with  the  exception  of  New 
Zealand,  mainly  because  they  have  been 
t#iiL.ht  tiiar  while  prosecuting  their  own 
Sii.  ial  ;v[!ns  and  ]H)liticaI  ideals  they  have 
a  ri;^!it  to  hold  on  to  the  practical 
renu-iiies  for  improving  their  lot,  which 
this  r.'ll  would  undei-mine  and  ultimately 
i»vi*i:ljrow.  The  Government  consider 
rh  vt  :hi<  Kill  is  unworkable,  that  it  is 
a  'i«»l'i-ion  and  a  snare,  and  we  intend  to 
v.'to  ;iL:a.n>t  it.  We  intend  to  vote  for 
ih-  A::-tiiiimjni,  which,  in  the  light  of 
e  \- 1  -  ■  V  0  f ;  V  e ,  w  L'  h ea r ti  1  v  commend  to  the 
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Mr.  WALTER  LONG  (Dublin,  S.) : 
I  apologise  to  the  House  for  intervening 
in  this  debate ;  I  should  not  have 
don^  80  but  for  the  allusions  which  have 
been  made  to  the  Act  of  1905.  It  is 
almost  unnecessary  for  me  to  point  out 
that  the  fate  of  this  Bill  has  been  decided 
by  the  speech  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Burnley,  who  moved  the  Amendment, 
and  by  the  speech  of  the  President  of  the 
Local  Government  Board.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  has  addressed  himself  to 
the  Bill  itself,  which  has  not  been  the 
case  in  regard  to  the  majority  of  the 
^speeches  we  have  heard  in  its  support. 
During  the  five  years  I  had  the 
•honour  of  being  President  of  the 
Local  Government  Board  it  was  my 
lot  to  listen  to  many  debates  upon  this 
subject  of  unemployment  in  the  House, 
and  I  have  read  a  great  deal  about  it 
-outside  the  House.  On  most  of  those 
•occasions  I  confess  that  after  the  debates 
I  have  gone  away  feeling  that  there  has 
been  very  little  learned  or  done  of  a 
practical  kind,  but  never  before  have  I 
entertained  the  feeling  so  profoundly  as 
I  do  to-day  as  the  result  of  the  debate 
upon  the  Second  Reading  of  this  Bill. 
The  hon.  Member  for  Leicester,  in  his 
able  speech,  sought  to  justify  his 
contention  that  the  Bill  found  its  origin 
in  the  Act  of  1905.  If  that  is  the 
use  which  is  to  be.  made  of  honest 
efforts  on  the  part  of  men  who  do  not 
hold  Socialist  views  and  who  are  utterly 
opposed  to  them  because  they  believe 
^hey  are  destructive  of  society  and  the 
best  interests  of  this  country — if  that  is 
th'e  use  which  is  to  be  made  of  our 
endeavours  to  do  something  towards  the 
solution  of  a  question  as  to  the  gravity 
of  which  we  are  all  agreed,  then  I  venture 
to  s;;y  that  not  only  will  this  discussion 
have  offered  no  practical  solution  of  the 
questioM,  but  it  will  have  set  back  the 
whole  of  this  movement  for  many  a  day. 
Remember  what  the  effect  is  of  the  atti- 
tude taken  up  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
Loicoster.  The  hon.  Member  thought 
it  right  to  express  some  moderate  approval 
oi   the  Act  of  lOO")— an   approval  which 


I  realise  arose  not  so  much  from  the 
merits  of  the  measure  as  from  the  possi- 
bility it  offered  to  him  and  his  friends  to 
turn  it  to  useful  account  for  themselves. 
Having  expressed  some  rather  tepid 
praise  of  that  measure  on  one  or  two 
occasions,  he  says  that  it  is  the  real  origin 
of  the  Socialist  movement  in  this  direc- 
tion, and  he  actually  gave  to  me,  as  the 
member  of  the  Government  responsible 
for  that  Act,  the  credit  for  this  great 
movement  which  is  now  advancing,  and 
which  its  supporters  think  is  going  to 
sweep  the  country.  I  wonder  whether 
the  hon.  Member  for  Leicester  ever  gave 
me  that  credit  when  addressing  Socialist 
meetings  in  the  country.  I  wonder 
whether,  when  he  is  making  speeches  at 
Socialist  meetings  and  holding  up  to 
contempt  and  ridicule  all  other  Parties 
indiscriminately — and  I  am  bound  to  say 
that  they  distribute  their  favours  in  that 
respect  equally — I  wonder  whether  he 
has  ever  said  that  in  reality  Socialism  is 
not  due  to  him  and  his  friends,  but  that 
the  real  author  of  this  great  movement 
is  to  be  found  on  the  Opposition  Front 
Bench.  I  doubt  whether  he  has  ever 
made  that  statement  out  of  this  House, 
and  I  question,  if  he  did  make  it, 
whether,  he  would  find  anybody  in  the 
audience  who  would  believe  it.  This  is 
only  the  personal  side  of  the  question. 
Is  it  likely  that  in  dealing  with  a 
problem  so  complicated  and  diflficult  as 
this,  anybody,  whether  he  approaches  it 
as  a  student,  or  has  had  to  approach  it 
oflBcially  as  some  of  us  have  had  to  do, 
can  entertain  any  feeling  except  that 
expressed  in  all  quarters,  namely,  that  it 
is  one  of  the  utmost  gravity  1  It  moves 
men  deeply  when  brought  into  close 
contact  with  it,  and  any  man  would  be 
justly  proud  to  apply  his  brains  and 
labour  to  it  if  he  could  find  a  solution.  In 
that  we  are  all  agreed.  In  regard  to 
this  15ill,  how  much  nearer,  I  ask  the 
House,  are  we  to  a  solution  of  the  ques- 
tion ?  Hon.  Gentlemen  below  the 
gangway  have  attacked  the  President  of 
the  Local  Government  Board  because  he 
is,  as  they  allege,  unsympathetic  regarding 
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the  work  in  which  they  and  their  friends 
are  engaged.  It  is  no  use  attacking 
ex-Presidents  or  the  present  President 
of  the  Local  Government  Board. 
The  duty  of  those  who  believe  that 
experiments  such  as  those  which  have 
been  made  can  be  made  permanent  works 
is  to  show  that  the  allegations  which  have 
been  made  against  them  are  untrue,  and 
that  the  statements  as  to  the  extravagance 
and  bad  results  from  this  temporary  and 
artificial  employment  are  incorrect.  The 
hon.  Member  for  Leicester  says  that  the 
foundation  of  the  measure  is  to  be  found 
in  the  Act  of  1905.  I  deny  that  state- 
ment absolutely  and  in  toto.  There  is 
nothing  to  be  found  in  the  Act  of  1905 
that  justifies  the  claim  of  the  "  right  to 
work  "  principle  and  that  the  unemployed 
should  find  employment  at  the  hands  of 
the  State.  What  were  the  conditions 
which  led  to  the  passing  of  that  Act? 
There  was  at  the  time,  as  I  hope  there 
will  not  be  for  many  a  day  again, 
great  stress  in  the  labour  market, 
demonstrations  were  being  held  in  the 
cities,  and  applications  were  being  made 
to  town  councils  and  boards  of  guardians 
for  assistance.  Boards  of  guardians 
were  in  difficulties,  and  they  came  one 
after  another  to  the  Local  Uoveniment 
Board  for  counsel  and  advice.  Town 
councils  were  also  in  diflSculties,  and 
because  they  could  not  turn  a  deaf  ear  to 
the  entreaties  which  were  addressed  to 
them  they  were  finding  employment  for 
these  men  out  of  the  ordinary  rates.  It 
was  no  new  thing,  only  it  was  done  by 
the  town  councils  in  a  manner  which  was 
neither  carefully  worked  out  nor  in  any 
way  properly  arranged.  What  was  the 
object  of  the  Act  of  1905?  It  was  to 
co-ordinate  these  authorities  and  set  up  a 
body  which  would  have  power  to  dis- 
criminate between  the  good  and  the  bad 
and  be  able  to  act  as  a  single  body. 
Where  was  the  right  to  work?  That 
Act  expressly  provides  that  the  work 
should  be  temporary  in  its  character. 
It  imposes  upon  those  employed,  a  large 
number  of  limitations  which  I  have  not 
time  to  go  into  now  and  further  than 
Mr,  iralter  Long, 


that,  it  enacts  that  no  money  drawn  froni 
the  rates  should  be  used  in  the  payment 
of  wages  ;  and  to  advance  the  argument 
that  that  Act  is  a  justification  for  the 
Bill  we  have  here  to-day,  is  to  show  that 
the  arguments  in  favour  of  the  measure 
are  few  indeed  if  the  promoters  have  to 
have  to  fall  back  on  one  so  unsound 
and  having  so  little  real  existence. 
Having  said  so  much  in  regard  to  my 
own  responsibility,  or  the  responsibility 
of  the  Government  of  which  I  was  a 
member,  I  ought  to  ask  the  House  a 
question  which  has  been  asked  by  those 
who  are  opposed  to  this  Bill  and  which 
has  not  been  answered  by  those  who 
support  it.  Indeed,  the  hon.  Member  for 
the  Colne  Valley  in  his  speech  cast  ridicule 
on  those  who  asked  him  how  this  Bill  was 
going  to  solve  the  diflUculty.  He  was  asked 
what  was  the  kind  of  work  you  are  going 
to  provide,  how  you  are  going  to  provide 
it,  and  what  would  be  the  practical  effect 
of  this  Bill  if  passed  into  law.  The  hon. 
Member  for  Leicester  says  you  would 
give  what  is  the  real  kernel  of  the 
measure — you  would  give  to  the  peoiJe 
of  this  country  the  right  to  work.  Each 
and  all  out  of  work  can  go,  with  a  few 
limitations,  to  their  local  authorities 
and  demand  work,  and  say  that  they 
have  a  right  to  get  it.  I  put  on  one 
side  the  provision  as  to  maintenance,  be- 
cause I  cannot  believe  that  it  is  seriously 
proposed  by  those  responsible  for  it,  or 
that  it  would  in  Committee  stand  the 
test  of  examination  for  a  moment.  How  is 
that  work  going  to  be  provided  1  There 
must  be  many  Members  in  this  House 
who  have  served  on  boards  of  guardians,. 
county  councils,  and  borough  councils. 
Has  anyone  of  them  answered  for  him- 
self the  ( question  1  How  are  we  to  find 
the  work  we  have  to  find  under  this  BiU 
if  it  becomes  an  Act  of  Parliament  %  It 
has  been  very  well  said  that  the  un* 
employed  do  not  want  to  be  set  to  the- 
digging  of  holes  and  to  the  filling  of 
them  up  again.  They  do  not  want  work 
which  is  artificial.  Where  is  it  to  be 
found  if  it  is  not  to  be  artificial  1  If  it 
is  remunerative  work,  it  would  be  thera 
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now.  If  it  is  not  remunerative,  but  of 
an  artificial  character,  how  is  the  local 
authority  to  find  it,  and  what  kind 
of  work  is  it  to  be  ?  We  heard  the 
speech  of  the  hon.  Member  for  the 
Denbigh  Boroughs  who  is  individually 
in  some  little  diflBculty.  He  told  us 
that  it  was  very  difficult  for  a  Member 
representing  an  industrial  constituency 
to  oppose  the  Bill,  and  then  he 
endeavoured  to  show  the  House  reasons 
why  he  was  not  going  to  support;  it,  and 
what  it  was  he  was  going  to  support. 
It  was  very  courageous  after  the  speech 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  Burnley  to  fall 
back  on  land  reform  as  the  real  solution 
of  the  unemployed  question.  I  have 
heard  some  ridiculous  proposals  made, 
but  I  have  never  heard  one  so  ridiculous 
as  that  land  reforms — that  is  to  say,  the 
various  measures  of  land  reform  which 
the  hon.  Gentleman  and  his  friends 
advocate — are  going  to  settle  even  in  the 
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and  that  it  would  bring  about  no  real 
reform,  but  that  land  reform  would 
get  the  people  back  to  the  land.  We  who- 
have  been  the  target  of  hon.  Gentlemen* 
opposite  for  so  many  years  are  glad  to 
find,  at  all  events,  one  advocate  on  their 
own  side  of  the  House  who  understands- 
and  realises  that  land  reform,  even  if  it 
did  bring  people  back  to  the  land,  would 
not  touch  the  fringe  of  this  question. 
What  is  the  kind  of  work  which  the- 
local  authorities  are  to  find  ?  They  are 
to  find  work  which,  presumably,  is 
to  be  paid  for  out  of  the  rates 
It  is  work  which  is  not  remunera- 
tive, because  we  may  assume  that  if 
it  was  remuaerative,  it  would  pro- 
bably be  carried  out  by  private  enter- 
prise.  You  are  to  add  to  the  burden  of 
the  rates  the  cost  of  working  this  Bill. 
That  is  the  proposition  which  is  seriously 
raade  to-day  when  there  is  no  man  who- 
has  looked  into  the  question  of  municipal 


smallest  degree  the  question  of  the  un- ,'  life,  either  in  town  or  country,  who  does- 


employed.  What  did  the  hon.  Member 
for  Burnley  say  on  that  subject?  I 
listened  to  the  speech  of  the  hon. 
Member  with  admiration  and  I  am 
delighted  to  find  that  one  who  said 
himself"  that  he  had  no  connection  with 
the  land  took  so  practical  and  sensible  a 
view  of  this  proposed  remedy.  He 
says  he  would  sooner  be  sent  to  jail  than 
on  to  the  land. 

Mr.  M ADDISON  :  I  am  sure  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  does  not  wish  to 
misrepresent  me.  I  was  dealing  with 
the  policy  of  putting  on  to  the  land 
people  who  are  not  acquainted  with  the 
land. 


Mr.  WALTER  LONG:  I  did  not 
intend  in  any  way  to  misrepresent  the 
hon.  (Gentleman.  I  was  going  to  say  that 
subsequently  he  made  it  perfectly  clear 
that  he  was  himself  in  favour  of  drastic 
land  reform,  though  that  in  itself  was  no 
remedy  for  the  unemployed  '  question. 
The  hon.  Member  for  the  Denbigh 
Boroughs  took  exactly  the  opposite 
view.     He  said  that  this  Bill  is  impossible. 


not  know  that  the  question  of  the  burden 
of  the  rates  is  one  of  growing  importance^ 
and  of  increasing  difficulty,  and  one 
which  Parliament  will  be  bound  to  face 
before  very  long.  Yet  with  the  difficulty 
connected  with  the  education  rate,  the^ 
highways  rate,  the  sanitary  rate,  and  the 
poor  rate,  bearing  upon  you  at  the? 
present  time,  and  when  there  is  urgent 
need  for  some  Parliamentary  treatment 
of  this  question  which  shall  divide  the^ 
burden  as  between  Imperial  and  local 
exchequers,  with  all  these  difficulties 
facing  you  and  which  Parliament  up  ta 
the  present  has  not  been  able  to  deal  with 
satisfactorily,  hon.  Members  come  forward 
and  with  a  cynicism  which  is  extra- 
ordinary propose  a  measure  which  if 
passed  would  add  enormously  to  the- 
burden  of  the  '  rates,  and  give  ia 
return,  what  1  We  were  told  by  an 
hon.  Member  below  the  gangway 
that,  it  would  give  a  great  return,  not 
perhaps  in  money,  but  in  character  and 
quality,  because  it  would  make  the  people 
of  this  country  happy  and  contented. 
Would  it  do  so  1  Would  it  add  to  the 
character  of  the  British  race  1     Would  it 
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development  ftiore  than  in  others  ;  the 
real  gravity  of  it  is  this — that  we  have  in 
this  country,  and  in  all  highly-developed 
commercial  communities  in  these  days,  a 
chronic  state  of  intermittent  employment 
on  the  one  side,  with  its  concomitant  of 
casual  labour  on  the  other.  That  is  the 
real  difficulty  you  are  dealing  with.  It  is 
an  economic  difficulty  in  this  sense,  that 
it  arises  from  economic  causes,  and  from 
the  want  of  ease  and  automatic  adapta- 
tion in  the  machinery  both  of  production 
and  distribution.  But  the  fact  that  it  is 
an  economic  difficulty  does  not  absolve 
the  State,  in  my  opinion,  from  taking 
regard  to  it,  and  from  seeing  whether  it 
cannot,  at  any  rate,  facilitate  the  solution 
of  it.  Even  the  Act  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  himself,  of  which  I  do  not 
wish  to  say  one  word  in  disparagement, 
or  to  draw  from  it  conclusions  which  he 
would  not  admit,  is  an  admission  on  the 
part  of  all  parties  in  the  State  that  in  this 
matter  the  State  must  step  in — either 
the  central  authority,  or  the  local 
authority,  as  the  case  may  be — at 
least  to  this  extent,  to  co-ordinate 
and  supplement  the  inefiectual  private 
and  communal  efforts— [An  Hon.  Mem- 
ber on  the  Labour  Bencl^es:  That 
is  our  Bill] — which  have,  hitherto, 
failed  effectually  to  deal  with  the 
problem.  I  accept  that  principle,  but 
1  am  not  going  to  commit  myself  to 
a  particular  application  until  I  am 
perfectly  satisfied  that  I  am  not 
going  to  do  more  harm  than  good. 
We  are  expecting,  we  hope  to  receive  in 
the  course  .  of  a  very  few  months,  the 
Keport  of  the  Commission  which  has  been 
sitting  for  some  years.  I  am  sanguine 
enough  to  believe  that,  at  any  rate,  the 
Report  of  that  Commission  will  throw  a 
great  deal  of  much-needed  light  on  the 
darker  and  more  obscure  sides  of  this 
problem ;  but,  speaking  for  the  Govern- 
Mr.  Asquith. 


ment,  I  can  assure  the  House  that  we  are 
giving,  and  shall  continue  to  give,  with 
such  assistance  as  that  Report  may  supply, 
the  most  careful  and  earnest  considera- 
tion during  the  autumn  and  winter  to  tJie 
best  way   of  dealing   with   the    matter, 
whilst  I  do  not  pledge  myself — it  would 
be  dishonest  to  do  so,  not  having  in  my 
mind  anything  like  what  I  could  regard 
as  a  complete  and  adequate  solution — to 
introduce  specific  legislation.     Certainly 
we   shall   not  fail  in  the  most    earnest, 
strenuous,  and  resolute  desire  to  bring 
before  Parliament  some  practical  method 
of  dealing  with  this  chronic,  but  at  the 
same   time    most    urgent    and  pressing 
problem.     I   say  that  to  make  it  abun- 
dantly clear  to  those  who  vote,  as  I  am 
going  to  vote,  with  the  hon.  Member  for 
Burnley,  that  we  are  in  no  sense  indif- 
ferent to  the  question  of  finding  a  solution 
of  the  problem  that  confronts  us.     But  I 
would  recall  the  House  to  the  fact  that 
the  real  issue  is  not  that.     The  real  issue 
is,  Is  this  House  going  to  recognise,  for 
the  first  time  in  the  history  of   Parlia- 
ment,  this     principle    of    the    right  to 
work    and     the    obligation    to   provide 
work,    which,   once   recognised,   will,   I 
venture     to    say,     lead    to    conclusions 
little   dreamt    of    or    suspected    to-day,. 
though    fully    realised     by    some    hon. 
Gentlemen    opposite  1       I    believe    that 
these  conclusions,  if  carried  into  practical 
effect,  will  have  consequences  which,  in 
my  judgment  and  the  judgment  of  the 
Government,  would  prejudice  no  class  of 
the  community  more  seriously  than  the 
working  class. 

Mr.  ARTHUR  HENDERSON  (Dur- 
ham, Barnard  Castle)  said  he  was  not 
going  to  detain  the  House  more  than  a 
minute  or  two.  He  understood  that 
there  was  a  general  desire  to  come  to  the 
vote,  but  he   was  quite   sure   that    that 
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desire  could  not  exist  more  strongly  ,  was  not  of  the  same  character  as  the 
than  it  did  with  the  Members  with  mover  of  the  Resolution,  the 'ion.  Member 
whom  he  was  associated.  He  had  for  Wansbeck,  denired.  In  order  to 
heard  nothing  which  would  induce  the  show  that  the  Labour  Party  were  justi- 
Labour  Party  to  depart  from  the  respon-  ,  fied  in  looking  for  something  more  than 
sibility   they   had   taken  up  when  they  i  they    had    received    from    the    Liberal 

Government,  he  desired  to  quote  a  speech 


introduced  this  Bill  at  the  hands  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  St.  Pancras.  At  the 
same  time  he  did  not  wish  it  to  be  thought 
that  he  did  not  accept  and  recognise 
to  a  very  large  extent  the  sympathetic 
tone  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer's 


made  at  Portsmouth  on  November  16th, 
1905,  by  the  Prime  Minister,  whose 
absence  no  one  deplored  more  than  the 
Labour  Party,  and  with  whose  illness 
they  all  symathised.     He  hoped  his  hon. 


"  speech,  and  he  thought  that  it  would  have  i  and  right  hon.  friends   above  .the  gang- 


been  pro)3ably  better  for  those  with  whom 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  was  associated  if  i 
the  same  amount  of  sympathy  and  deter- 
mination to  deal  with  this  great  economic  , 
problem  had  been  shown  in  earlier  speeches 
Let  him   say  that   they  had  a  right  to 
expect  more  from  a  Liberal  Government  I 
than   they   had   given  them  that   after-  i 
noon.     This  was  no  new  question.     Trade  | 
-congresses  and  other   organisations   had  I 
discussed  it  annually  for  some  time  past ; 
and  he  Was  astonished  that  no  reference  i 
had   been   made   to  the  decision  of  one  | 
Conference  which  represented  what  the  : 
thon.  Member  for  Burnley  called  ten  per 
xjent.  of  the  trade  unions  of  the  country.  ' 
That  Conference  of  the  Liberal  Federa- ! 
tion  Association,  meeting  at  Newcastle  in 


way  who  were  going  to  be  bed-fellows, 
and  strange  bed-fellows,  on  this  occasion 
with  the  Government,  would  take  this 
quotation  into  their  consideration.  The 
Prime  Minister  then  said — 

"  Nothing  coald  be  more  culpable  than  the 
levity  with  which  ♦^he  Government  !iad  dealt 
with  the  question  last  session  ;  postponing  it, 
and  turning  it  into  a  mere  vote-catching  in- 
trigue :  hustling  it  through  Parliament  at  the 
end  of  the  session  ;  tricking  out  a  skeleton 
and  putting  upon  it  no  flesh  or  blood. 
That  is  not  the  way  to  deal  with  a  great  and 
growing  and  vexing  problem  such  as  this,  a 
problem  which  requires  most  delicate  hand- 
ling "- 

(Ministerial  cheers.) — He  thought  that 

would  be  acceptable  to  his  hon.  friends 

opposite — 

"  but  which  requires  as  little  delay  as  possible 
,    ,   ,  ,  ,  in  the  handling  of  it." 

March,    1905,   was  attended  by  a  large  ] 

section  of  hon.  Gentlemen  sitting  opposite, '      That    speech    was    made    before    the 

including  the  hon.  Member  for  Burnley,  '  general     election.       Three     years    ago, 

and  the  following  resolution  unanimously  I  according  to  hon.  and  right  hon.  Gentle- 

— (the  hon.  Member  for  Burnley  did  not  |  men  opposite,  it  was  necessary  that  this 


dissent  from  it) — passed  : —  ! 

*•  This  Conference  is  of  opinion  that  the 
State  should  create  some  permanent  machinery 
applicable  to  the  whole  country  for  inve»ti;^at- 


question  should  be  dealt  with  as  speedily 
as  possible.  Three  years  had  gone  by 
the  Government  with  its  great  majority, 
and  yet  they  were  asked  by  the  President 


ing and  alleviating  the  lack  of  employment."  i     -     ,*^       ^     "  i    .-i  .   t>        i    •       i 

of  the  Local  Government  Board  in  the 


Was  not  this  Bill  an  attempt  to  provide  ] 
that  machinery  ?     [Ministerial  cries  of  j 
No.]    Someone  said  "  No,"  but  he  thought 
it  was  an  attempt  to  provide  machinery,  i 
although  it  migHt  be  that  the  machinery  i 


most  emphatic  manner  to  wait  until  next 
year.  He  wondered  why  those  gentlemen 
who  before  the  general  election  in  the 
name  of  the  Liberal  Party  spoke  of  the 
serious  character  of  this  problem  did  not 


91 


Unemployed 


{COMMONS} 


.  JVorhnen  BUI. 


92 


say  "  We  cannot  do  anything  with  this 
problem   until    the    Eoyal    Commission 
appointed  by  our  opponents  has  reported." 
If   they   had   told   them   that  it   was  a 
question  of  three  years'  waiting,  and  then 
another  year's  waiting  until  the  Royal 
Commission  had  reported,  he  ventured  to 
say  that  it  would  have  had  some  weight 
in   the   minds  of  many   of   the  working 
class  electors  at   the    general    election. 
He  wanted  to  draw  the  attention  of  hon. 
■  Gentlemen  opposite  to  the  position  they 
were   getting  into    in    regard    to    this 
question.     They  were  going  to  have  in 
the   lobby  with  them  the  whole  of  the 
Protectionist  Party.    (An  Hon.  Member  : 
"  How  do  you  know  ?  ")     He  came  to  the 
conclusion  that  they  were  all  going  to  be 
loyal  to  the    whips  they  had  received, 
and    therefore     when    the    right    hon. 
Member  for  South  Dublin  told  the  House 
that  he   was   going   to  vote  against  the 
Bill,    he    presumed    that    his   followers 
would  go   with  him.     This   matter  had 
created  a  great  stir  in  the  London  Press, 
and  there  was  an  article  in  one  leading 
London     paper     which     concluded      as 
follows : — 

"  In  the  background  is  the  haunting  question, 
*  Why  should  such  a  Bill  as  this  ever  be  de- 
manded in  Free  Trade  England  ?  '  " 

Yet  they  were  going  into  the  lobby 
together.     The  article  proceeded  : — 

"Even  free  traders  must  allow  tliat  the 
problem  of  the  unemployed  is  urgent  and 
grave,  but  the  true  remedy  for  it  is  to  be  found 
in  fairer  conditions  for  British  peojjle  and 
British  industry,  and  not  in  any  wild  cat 
measure." 

He  could  imagine  that  some  of  their  pro- 
tectionist friends  had  a  thought  in  the 


back  of  their  minds  that,  in  the  interests 
of  protection,  it  was  advisable  for  them  to 
get  this  Bill  out  of  the  way,  and  that 
they  should  assist  the  Government  in 
their  policy  of  inaction  on  the  question. 
I^An  Hon.  Member:  Whyl]  Because 
there  had  been  three  or  four  bye-electiona 
in  the  last  few  months  which  had  been 
injurious  to  the  Government.  What  had 
the  Members  of  the  Opposition  who 
went  down  to  those  bye-elections  been 
doing?  They  had  preached  protection 
as  the  only  solution  for  the  unemployment 
from  which  the  electors  were  sufferings 
and  it  was  their  business  to  prevent  the 
Government  from  doing  anything  to 
recover  the  lost  ground  with  the  working 
clafiises.  He  was  surprised  that  the 
Government  had  not  more  political  in- 
sight  th^n  to  play  into  the  hands  of  their 
opponentsN 

Mr.      AUSTEN     CHAMBERLAIN 

(Worcestershire,  E.) :  Hear,  hear. 


Mr.  ARTH 
the  junior  captain 
ing  his  opinion, 
him  on  the  point, 
word,   that  the   G( 


HENDERSON:  Yes, 
)i  the  host  was  endors. 
lirmingham  was  with 
|et  him  say,  as  his  final 
'emment  could  not 


have  played  a  better  Icard  to  assist  pro- 
tection. They  did  nV*  lik©  protection,, 
and  they  did  not  like  socialism,  but  they 
could  not  have  played  1*  better  card  to 

assist  both. 


Question  put,  **  That 
posed  to  be  left  out  si 
Question. 


[the   words  pro- 
md  part  of  the 


The     House     dividedl- — Ayes,     116 
Noes,  265.     (Division  Li*t  No.  40.) 


AYES. 


Abraham,  William  (Rhondda) 
Alden,  Percy 

Allen,  A.  Ac  land  (Christchurch) 
Atherley-Jones,  L. 

Mr,  Arthur  Henderson, 


I  Beale,  W.  P.  I  BetheII,Sii 

I  Beaumont,  Hon.  Hubert  I  Bignold.  S 

Belloc,  Hilaire  Joseph  Peter  B .  I  Bowennai 

Bennett,  E.  N.  (  Brace,  \\\ 


H.(£ssez,Romfrd' 
Arthur 

;.w. 
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L/nemployed 


Branch,  James 

Brodie.  H.  (^  ^ 

Cameron,  Robert 

('lan<'v.  John  Joseph 

Cleland,  J.  W. 

Clyne. ,  J.  R. 

Cobljold,  Felix  Thornley 

('oo|)er.  G.  J. 

Cotton.  Sir  H.J.  S. 

Cowan,  W.  H. 

Crean,  Kugene 

Cremer.  Sir  William  Randal 

Crooks,  William 

Ciirran.  Peter  Francis 

Davies,  Timothy  (Fulham) 

Davies,  W.  Howell  (Bruit ol,  S.) 

Delanv.  William 

Dickinson,W.H.(St.  Pancra9,N 

Dobson,  Thomas  W. 

Duncan,  C.  (Barrow-in-Furness 

Dunn,  A.  Edward  (Camborne) 

Edwards,  Enoch  (Hanley) 

Ksmonde,  Sir  Thomae 

Fenwick,  Charles 

Ffrench,  Peter 

Foster,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Walter 

f  ;ill,  A.  H. 

(Jlover,  Thomas 

(jJrant,  Corrie 

(Jrayson,  Albert  Victor 

(Iwynn,  Stephen  Lucius 

Hall,  Frederick 

Hart-Davies,  T. 

Hayden,  John  Patrick 

Henderson,  Arthur  (Durham) 

Higham,  John  Sharp 


{1.3  March  1908} 

Holden,  E.  Hopkinson 
Horniman,  Emslie  John 
Hudson,  Walter 
Jacobus  Sir  James  Alfred 
Jenkins,  J. 

Johnson,  John  (Gateshead) 
Jo  wet  t,  F.  W. 
Kekewich,  Sir  George 
Kelley,  George  D. 
Kennedy,  Vincent  Paul 
Lamb,  Ernest  H.  (Rochester) 
Lea,HughCecil(St.  Pancras,E.) 
Lehmann,  R.  C. 
Luttrell,  Hugh  Fownes 
Macdonald.  J.  R.  (Leicester) 
Macdonald,J.M.  (Falkirk  B'ghs 
Macpherson,  J.  T. 
MacVeigh,Charles(Donegal,  E.) 
M  Laren,SirC.  B.  (Leicester) 
Masterman,  C.  F.  G. 
Meagher,  Michael 
Money,  L.  G.  Chiozza 
Murphy,  John  (Kerry,  East) 
Nannetti,  Joseph  P. 
Nolan,  Joseph 

0'Brien,Kendal(Tipperary  Mid 
0*Brien,  Patrick  (Kiikcnnv) 
0*Grady,  J. 

Parker,  James  (Halifax) 
Pickersgill,  Edward  Hare 
Pirie,  Duncan  V. 
Pollard,  Dr. 

Redmond,  John  E.  ( Waterford) 
Redmond,  William  (Clare) 
Richards,Thomas  (W.Monm'th 
Richards,  T.  F.(Wolverh'mpt'n 
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Richardson,  A. 

Roberts,  Charles  H.  (Lincoln) 

Robertson,SirG.Scott(Bradf'rd 

Rowlands,  J. 

Rutherford,  V.  H.  (Brentford) 

Rutherford,  W.  W.  (Liverpool). 

Scott, A. H.  ( Ashton  under  Lyne 

Seddon,  J. 

Shaw,  Charles  Edw.  (Stafford) 

Smeaton,  Donald  Mackenzie 

Snowden,  P. 

Stanley,  Albert  (Staffs,  N.W.) 

Summerbell,  T. 

Taylor,  John  W.  (Durham) 

Taylor,  Theodore  C.(Radcliffe 

Thomas,DavidAlred(Merthyr 

Thompson,J.W.H.(Somerset,K 

Toulmin,  George 

Wadsworth,  J. 

Walsh,  Stephen 

Walters,  John  Tudor 

Walton,  Joseph 

Wardle,  George  J. 

W^hite,  J.  D.  (Dumbartonshire)^ 

Wiles,  Thomas 

Williams,  J.  (Glamorgan) 

Williams,Llewclyn(C«rroarth'ii. 

Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Mid) 

Wilson,  J.  H.  (Middlesbrough) 

Wilson,  P.  W.  (St.  Pancras,  S.) 

Wilson,  W.  T.  (Westhoughton) 

Yoxall,  James  Henry 

Tellers  for  the  Ayes — Mr 
George  Roberts  and  Mr, 
John  Ward. 


NOES. 


Acland,  Francis  Dyke 
Acland.Hood,RtHn.SirAlex.F. 
Agar-Robartes,  Hon.  T.  C.  R. 
Agnew,  George  William 
Ainsworth,  John  Stirling 
Allen,  Charles  P.  (Stroud) 
Amold-Forster,Rt.Hn.HughO. 
Ashton,  Thomas  Gak 
A.stjuith,Rt.Hn.  HerbertHenry 
Astburv.  John  Mcir 
Aubrey.Flet<;her,Rt.Hn.  Sir  H. 
Balfour,Rt.Hn.A.J.(City  Lond. 
Balfour,  Robert  (Lanark) 
Banbury,  Sir  Frederick  (3«orge 
Barinjf,  C^dfrey  (Isle  of  Wight) 
Barin^'.Capt.Hn.G  (Winchester 
Barker,  John 
Barlow,  Percy  (Bedford) 
Biirraii,  Rowland  Hirst 
Bcaiichamp,  E. 
Beckett.  Hon.  Gervase 
Bell.iirs.  Carlyon 
Benn.Sir  J.Williams(Devonp'rt 
Berrid^e,  T.  H.  D. 
Bertram.  Julius 
Bethell.  T.  R.  (Rssex,  Maldon) 
Birrell,  Rt.  Hon.  Augustine 
Bowles,  G.  Stewart 
Boyle,  Sir  Edward 
Bridijeman,  W.  Clive 
Brigg,  John 
Brocklehurst,  W.  B. 


Bryce,  J.  Annan 
Buchanan,  Thomas  Rybum 
Burdett-Coutts,  W. 
Bums,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Buxton,  Rt.Hn. Sydney  Charles 
Bylcs,  William  Pollard 
Causton,Rt.Hn.RichardKnight 
Cave,  George 

Cavendi8h,Rt.Hn.  Victor  C.  W. 
Cecil,  Eveljm  (Aston  Manor) 
Cecil,  Lord  John  P.  Joicey- 
Cecil,  Lord  R.  (Marylebone,  E.) 
Chamberlain,Rt  Hn.J.A(Worc. 
Chance,  Frederick  William 
Channing,  Sir  Francis  Allston 
Cherry.  Rt.  Hon.  R.  R. 
Churchill,  Rt.  Hon.  Winston  S. 
Clark,George  Smith  (Belfast. X. 
('live.  Perry  Archer 
Clough,  William 
Cochrane.  Hon.  Thos.  H.  A.  K. 
CoUins.Sir  Wm.  J.  (S. Pancras. W 
Corbett,  A.  Cameron  ((JIasgow) 
Corbet t,C.H(Sn.ssex,  E.CJrinst'd 
Corbett,  T.  L.  (Down,  North) 
Cornwall,  Sir  Edwin  A. 
Cory,  Sir  Clifford  John 
Cox,  Harold 

Craig,  Herbert  J.  (Tynemouth 
Craik.  Sir  Henry 
Crostield,  A.  H. 
Cross,  Alexander 


Crossley,  William  J. 

Dalrymple,  Viscoimt 

Dalziel,  James  Henry 

Dewar,  Sir  J.  A.  (Invemess-sh.) 

Dixon- Hart  land,Sir  FredDixon 

Doughty,  Sir  George 

Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 

Du  Cros,  Arthur  Philip 

Duncan,Robert(Lanark,Govan 

Dunne,Major  E.Martin(Walsail 

Edwards,  Sir  Francis  (Radnor) 

Elibank,  Master  of 

Erskine,  David  C. 

Esslemont,  George  Bimie 

Evans,  Sir  Samuel  T. 

Everett,  R.  Lacey 

Faber,  George  Denison  (York> 

Faber,  G.  H.  (Boston) 

Fardell,  Sir  T.  George 

Fell,  Arthur 

Ferens,  T.  R. 

Ferguson,  R.  C.  Munro 
I  Fiennes,  Hon.  Eustace 

Findlay,  Alexander 
I  Fletcher,  J.  S. 
j  Forster,  Henry  William 

Freeman-Thomas,  Freeman 
I  FurnesH,  Sir  Christopher 
I  (iardner.  Ernest 
;  Gibb.  James  (Harrow) 
I  (iibbs,  (;.  A.  (Bristol,  West) 
)  Gladstone,Rt.Hn.HerbertJohn- 


Ir5  Vfktmplomd 

<';r«5«iwo«od,  O.  ^  Peterborough j 

Oretton,  John 

^;rey,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  YA^ii,xA 

ifTfy^f:,  Ar^;hib«aiW 

0»J*i«t,  Hon-  Ivor  r*hsrchiii 

ifniiiW^A.  Waiter  EdwArd 

HAltUnf:*  Rt.  Hon.  Richard  B. 

H^kiniiton,  M^r^fnesA  of 

HAr^ourt,  Rt.  Hon.  L^wm 

HArm* worth,  Cer-ii  R,  (Worc'r; 

HannJrworth,R.L-Caithn'«s-.«h. 

HarriiKm-Rroadley,  H.  B. 

HaAlam^  I>swii  '3ion mouth) 

Hedges,  A-  Paget 

Hemmerde,  Edward  George 

Henderson,*!. 3L  f.\>x:rde*;n,\V. ; 

Herbert,  T.  .\mold  ^Wvcomhie» 

Hill,  Sir  riement 

Hilb),  J.  W. 

HoUrt,  Sir  Robert 

Holt,  Ri<:hard  Diimin^ 

Hojff:, W.  Rateman  f S/^>merset ,X 

Howard,  Hon.  Geoffrey 

Hunt,  R/^iwland 

.Hyde,  r.'iarendon 

Idrw,  T.  H.  \V. 

Illingworth,  Percy  H. 

iMaa^D,  Raftj.H  Daniel 

Ja^kion,  R.  S. 

Jardine,  Sir  J. 

Jone«(,8ir  D.  Brj-nmorf.Swansea 

KeKwick,  William 

Kincaid-Smith,  Cajitain 

King,  Alfre'l  John  (Knut^ford) 

King,Sjr  H'^nry  S^;ymonrf  Hull) 

J>aidlaw,  RoV^^rt 

f^mbert,  f^eorge 

Lambton,  Hon.  Frederick  Wm. 

Jjimont,  Norman 

Law,  .\ndrcw  Bonar  (Diilwich) 

Layland-Barratt,  Francis 

J>ee, Arthur  H.  (HantH,Farcham 

J.«eeHC,Sir  JoHeph  F.(Accrington 

/>evcr,A.I>evy  (F>Hex,Har^'ich) 

I^evy,  Sir  Maurice 

Fxjww,  John  HcrV>ert 

rxing,Rt.Hn.  Walter (Dublin.S. 

I^>nHdalc,  John  Brounlee 

IjOUflh,  Thoman 

f/)wo,  Sir  Francis  William 

f^iipton,  Arnold 

F^ycll,  (.'harlcK  Henry 

Lynch,  H.  B. 

I.yttclton,  Kt.  Hon.  Alfred 

Macnamani.  Dr.  ThomaK  J. 

M' Arthur,  (Mjarlcs 


{COMMONS} 

M-CaUum.  John  3L 
3£Calnsont,  Colonel  James 
M^ennA,  Rt.  Hon.  Reginald 
MaddiAon*  Frederick 
Maami*.  Sir  I^iip 
Maiiet.  Gharies  E. 
Manfieid,  Harry  'Xortbant.-) 
Mark^.G.r'rovdon  ^Launccaton; 
Marks.  H.  HTfKent; 
Mamham.  F.  J. 
Mason.  A.  E.  \V.  ^Coventry) 
yisL^OTL.  James  F.  (Windsor) 
Ma^^nie,  J. 
Menzies,  Walter 
Mickiem,  Nathaniel 
Mend,  A. 
Montagu,  E.  S. 
Mont^omerj-,  H.  G. 
Morgan,  J. Lloyd  (Carmarthen  i 
Morlcy,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Morpeth,  Viscount 
Morrell,  Philip 
Morse,  L.  L. 

Morton,  Alpheus  Cleophas 
Murray,  James 
Mver,  Horatio 
Napier,  T.  B. 

Newnes,  Sir  George  (Swansea) 
NichoLson,Charles  N  (Doncai$t*r 
NichoU«on,  Wm.  G.(Petersfield) 
Nield,  Herbert 
Norman,  Sir  Henrj' 
Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  William 
O'Donnell,  C.  J.  (Walworth) 
O'Neill,  Hon.  Robert  Torrens 
Pearce,  Robert  (Staffs,  Leek) 
Pearson,  W.H.M.  (Suffolk,Eye) 
Pea«e.Her>)ert  Pike( Darlington 
Pea«e,  J.  A.  (Saffron  Walden) 
Percy,  Earl 
Perks,  Robert  William 
PhiIipp«,Col.lTor  (S'thampton) 
Philipps,  Owen  C.  (Pembroke) 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Price,  C.  E.  (Edinb'gh,  Central) 
Pricc,Robert  John  Norfolk,E.) 
Priestley,  W.E.B.(Bradford,  E.) 
Pullar,  Sir  Robert 
Radford,  G.  H. 
Rainy,  A.  Rolland 
Raphael,  Herbert  H. 
Rawlinson,John  FrederickPeel 
Rees,  J.  D. 
Ridsdale.  E.  A. 
RobertH,John  H.  (Denbighs.) 
RolKTts,  S.  (Shef!ield,Ecclesall) 
Robson,  Sir  William  Snowdon 
Rogers,  F.  E.  Newman 


JForkmem  BiU, 


&o 


,  RooAliblu J,  Earl  of 
R4Q«e,  Chirks  JOaj 
Rhiicinuui,  Walter 
Samnel,  Herbert  L.  rCleTeland 
Sandys,  Lient.-CoL  Thos-Myje* 
Seavems,  J.  H. 
Seeiy,  Colonel 

SheffieW^irBerkeleyGeorge  D. 
Shipman,  Dr.  John  G. 
Simon,  John  Ailsebrook 
.  Sinclair.  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Sloan,  Thomas  Henrv 
Smith,  AbelH.  (Hertford.East 
Soames,  Arthur  Weilesley 
Stanley,  Hn.  Arthur  (Ormskizk 
Stanley,  Hn.  A-Lyuiph^Chesh.- 
Stewart,  Halley  (Greenockt 
Stewart-Smitlu  D.  (Kendal) 
Stone,  Sir  Benjamin 
Strans,  B.  S.  (Mile  End) 
.  Straisss,  E.  A.  (Abinedon) 
I  Stuart,  James  (Sunderland) 
j  Talbot,Rt.Hn.J.G.(OxrdrniT 
j  Tennant,Sir  Edward  (.Salisbory 
I  Tennant,  H.  J.  (Berwickshire)' 
:  Thomas, Abel  (Carmarthen,  £. 
I  Thornton,  Percy  M. 
;  Tomkinson,  James 
'  Torrance,  Sir  A.  >L 
i  Trevelyan,  Charles  Philips 
j  Valentia,  Viscount 
Vemey,  F.  W. 
Vivian,  Henry 

Ward, W.Dudley  (Southampt  n 
Waring,  Walter 
Warner,  Thomas  Courtenav  T. 
Wason,Rt.Hn.£.  (dackmann'n 
Wason,  John  Cathcart(OrkneY 
Waterlow,  D.  S. 
Wlii thread,  Howard 
Whitley,  John  Henry  (Halifax) 
Williams,  Gsmond  (Merioneth) 
Williams,  CoL  R.  (Dorset,  W.) 
Wills,  Arthur  Walters 
Wilson,  Hon.  G.  G.  (HulL  W.) 
Wilson,  Henry  J.  (York,  W.  R.) 
Wibon,  J.  W.  (Worccstersh.  N. 
Winterton,  Earl 
Wolff,  GuBtav  Wilhehn 
Wood,  T.  M'Kinnon 
Wortley,  Rt.  Hon.  C.  B.Stuart- 
Wyndham,  Rt.  Hon.  George 
Younger,  George 

Tellers  for  the  Xofs — Mr. 
Whiteley  and  Mr.  Fuller. 


Question  put,  "That  those   words   be 
there  added." 


The     House     divided  : — Ayes, 
Noes,  95.     (Division  List  No.  41.) 
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Af^land,  Francis  f)yko 
Anlun(l-IIoo(l,KtKn.SirA!cx.F. 
Aj^ur-RolmrteH,  Wm.  T.  ('.  K. 
Ain«worth,  John  Stirling 
Allen,  CharioH  I*.  (Stroud) 
Arnol(l-ForMl(T,IU.iln.llu^h  O 
AHtbury,  John  .Mcir 
Aubrey.Flctrher,Kt.Hon.SirH 
Bulfour,Kt.  Un.A.J.(City  Lond 


AYES. 

Balfour,  Robert  (Lanark) 
Banbury,  Sir  Frederick  (ieorge 
Baring,/Jodfrey  (Isle  of  Wight) 
Barker,  John 
Barlow,  Percy  (Bedford) 
Barran,  Rowland  Hirst 
Beauchamp,  E. 
Beckett,  Hon.  Gervase 
Bellairs,  Carlyon 


Benn,Sir  J.  Williams(  Devonp'rt 
Bethell,  T.  R.  (Essex,  Maldon) 
Birrell,  Rt.  Hon.  Augustine 
Bowles,  G.  Stewart 
Boyle,  Sir  Edward 
Bridgeman,  W.  Ciive 
Brigg,  John 
Bryce,  J.  Annan 
Buchanan,  Thomas  Rybum 
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Unemployed 


Burdett-Coutts,  W. 
Burns,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Buxton,Rt.  Hn. Sydney  Charles 
Byles,  William  Pollard 
Cans  ton,Rt .  Hn.  RichardKnight 
(.'avendish.Rt.Hon.  Victor  C.W. 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Aston  Manor) 
Cecil,  Lord  R.  (Marylebone,  E. 
Chainberlain,Rt  Hn.J.A.(Woro 
Chance,  Frederick  William 
(■hanning.  Sir  Francis  Allston 
Cherry,  Rt.  Hon.  R.  R. 
Churchill,  Rt.  Hon.  Winston  S. 
Clark,George  Smith  (Belfast^N 
Clive,  Percy  Archer 
Clough,  William 
Cochrane,  Hon.  Thos.  H.  A.  E. 
Collin8,Sir  Hm.J.(S.Pancra8,W 
Corbett,  A.  Cameron  (Glasgow) 
Corbett,C  H(Suasex,E.Grinst'd 
Corbett,  T.  L.  (Down,  North) 
Cornwall,  Sir  Edwin  A. 
Cory,  Sir  Clifford  John 
Cox,  Harold 

Craig,  Herbert  J.  (Tynomouth) 
Craik,  Sir  Henry 
Crosflteld,  A.  H. 
Cross,  Alexander 
Crossley,  William  J. 
Dalrymple,  Viscoimt 
Dalzicl,  James  Henry 
Dewar,  Sir  J.  A.(Inveme88-8h.) 
Dixon -Hartland,Sir  FredDizon 
Doughty,  Sir  George 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Du  Cros,  Arthur  Philip 
Duncan,  Robert  (Lanark,Goyan 
Dunnc,Major  E.Martin( Walsall 
Edwards,  Sir  Francis  (Radnor) 
Eiibank,  Master  of 
Erskine,  David  C. 
Esslemont,  Creorge  Bimie 
Evans,  Sir  Samuel  T. 
Everett,  R.  Lacey 
Faber,  George  Denison  (York) 
Faber,  G.  H.  (Boston) 
Fardell,  Sir  T.  George 
Fell,  Arthur 
Ferens,  T.  R. 
Ferguson,  R.  C.  Munro 
Fiennes,  Hon.  Eustace 
Findlay,  Alexander 
Fletcher,  J.  S. 
Forster,  Henry  William 
Freeman-Thomas,  Freeman 
Furness,  Sir  Christopher 
Gardner,  Ernest 
(Jibb,  James  (Harrow) 
Gibbs,  G.  A.  (Bristol,  West) 
( Mads  tone,  Rt .  Hn .  Herbert  John 
(Jlen-Coats,  Sir  T.  (Renfrew,W. 
Gordon,  J. 

fJrccnwood.  G.  (Peterborough) 
(fTcy,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Edward 
Grove,  Archibald 
Guest,  Hon.  Ivor  Churchill 
G;;innes.s,  Walter  Edward 
Hildane,  Rt.  Hon.  Richard  B. 
Hamijton,  Mar(|uess  of 
Harcourt,  Rt.  Hon.  Lewis 
Harmsworth,  Cecil  B.  (Worc'r) 
Harmsworth.R.L.  (Caithn'ss-sh 
Hirrlson-Broadley,  H.  B. 

VOL,  CLXXXVI.   [Fou 


{13  March  1908} 

Haslam,  Lewis  (Monmouth) 
Hedges,  A.  Paget 
Hemmerde,  Edward  George 
Henderson,  J.  M.(  Aberdeen, W. 
Herbert,  T.  Arnold  (Wycombe 
Hill,  Sir  Clement 
Hills,  J.  W. 
Hobart,  Sir  Robert 
Holland,  Sir  William  Henry 
Holt,  Richard  Duming 
Howard,  Hon.  Geoffrey 
Hunt,  Rowland 
Hyde,  Clarendon 
Idris,  T.  H.  W. 
Illingworth,  Percy  H. 
Isaacs,  Rufus  Daniel 
Jackson,  R.  S. 
Jardine,  Sir  J. 

Jones,  Sir  D.Bryiunor(Swansea 
Keswick,  William 
Kincaid-Smith,  Captain 
King,  Alfred  John  (Knutsford) 
King,  Sir  HenrySeymour(Hull) 
Laidlaw,  Robert 
Lambert,  George 
Lamont,  Norman 
Lay  land- Barratt,  Francis 
Lee, Arthur  H.(Hant8,Fareham 
Leese,Sir  Joseph  F.(Accrington 
Lever,  A.  Levy(E8sex,Harwich 
Levy,  Sir  Maurice 
Lewis,  John  Herbert 
Long,Rt.Hn.  Walter  (Dublin,  S 
Lonsdale,  John  Brownlee 
Lough,  Thomas 
Lupton,  Arnold 
Lyell,  Charles  Henry 
Lyttelton,  Rt.  Hon.  Alfred 
Macnamara,  Dr.  Thomas  J. 
M*  Arthur,  Charles 
M*Callum,  John  M. 
M*Calmont,  Colonel  James 
M*Kenna,  Rt.  Hon.  Reginald 
M'Laren,  Sir  C.  B.   (Leicester) 
Maddison,  Frederick 
Magnus,  Sir  Philip 
Mallet,  Charles  E. 
Manfield,  Harry  (Northants) 
Marks,G.  Croydon  (Launceston) 
Mamham,  F.  J. 
Mason,  A.  E.  W.  (Coventry) 
Mason,  James  F.  (Windsor) 
Massie,  J. 
Menzies,  Walter 
Micklom,  Nathaniel 
Mond,  A. 

Montgomery,  H.  G. 
Morgan,  J.  IJoyd  (Carmarthen) 
Morlcy,  Rt.  Hon.  Jolm 
Morpeth,  Vicsount 
Morrell,  Philip 
Morse,  L.  L. 

Morton,  Alpheus  Cleophas 
Murray,  James 
Mycr,  Horatio 
Napier,  T.  B. 

Newnes,  Sir  George  (Swansea 
Nicholson,Charles  N.(Donca8t*r 
Xicholson,  Wm.G.  (Petersfield 
Nield,  Herbert 
Norman,  Sir  Henry 
Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  William 
O'Donnell,  C.  J.  (Walworth) 
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Pearce,  Robert  (Staffs,  Leek) 
Pease,  J.  k.  (Saffron  Walden) 
Perks,  Robert  William 
Philipps,Col.Ivor  (S'thampton) 
Philipps,  Owen  C.  (Pembroke) 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Price,'C.E.  (Edinb'gh,  Central 
Price,Robert  John  (Norfolk,  E 
Priestley,  W.E.B.(Bradford,  E.) 
Pullar,  Sir  Robert 
Radford,  G.  H. 
Rainy,  A.  RoUand 
Raphael,  Herbert  H. 
Rawlinson,  John  Frederick  Peel 
Rees,  J.  D. 
Ridsdale,  E.  A. 
Roberts,  John  H.  (Denbighs.) 
Roberts,  S.  (Sheffield.Ecclesall) 
Robson,  Sir  William  Snowdon 
Rogers,  F.  E.  Newman 
Ronaldshay,  Earl  of 
Runciman,  Walter 
Samuel,  Herbert  L.  (Cleveland) 
SandyB,Lieut.>Col.  Thos.  Myles 
Seavems,  J.  H. 
Seely,  Colonel 
Shipman,  Dr.  John  G. 
Simon,  John  Allsebrook 
Sinclair,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Sloan,  Thomas  Henry 
Smith,Abel  H.(Hertford,  East) 
Soames,  Arthur  Wellesley 
Stanley,  Hn.  Arthur  (Ormskiik 
Stanley, Hn  A.  Lyulph  (Chesh.) 
Stewart,  Halley  (Greenock) 
Stewart-Smith,  D.  (Kendal) 
Stone,  Sir  Benjamin 
Straus,  B.  S.  (Mile  End) 
Strauss,  E.  A.  (Abingdon) 
Stuart,  James  (Sunderland) 
Talbot,Rt.Hn  J.G.(Oxf  d  Univ. 
Tennant,Sir  Edward  (Salisbury 
Tennant,  H.  J.  (Berwickshire) 
Thomas,  Abel  (Carmarthen,  £j ) 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Torrance,  Sir  A.'M. 
Trevelyan,  Charles  Philips 
Valentia,  Viscoimt 
Vemey,  F.  W. 
Vivian,  Henry 
Waring,  Walter 
Warner,  Thomas  Courtenay  T. 
Wason,Rt.HnE.  (Clackmannan 
Wason,John  Cathcart  (Orkney) 
Waterlow,  D.  8. 
Whitbread,  Howard 
Whitley,  John  Henry  (Halifax) 
Williams,  Osmond  (Merioneth) 
Williams,  Col.  R.  (Dorset,  W.) 
Wills,  Arthur  Walters 
Wilson,  Hon.  G.  G.  (Hull,  W.) 
Wilson,  Henry  J.(York,  W.  R.) 
Wilson,  J.W.(Worcester8h.  N.) 
Wolff,   Giistav  Wilhelm 
Wood,  T.  M*Kinnon 
Wort  ley,  Rt.  Hon.  C.B.  Stuart 
Wyndham,  Rt.  Hon.  George 
Younger,  George 

Tellers  for  thie  Ayes — Mr. 
Whitclcy,  and  Mr.  Fuller. 
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Adjournment 


Abraham,  William  (Rhondda) 

Alden,  Percy 

Atherley-Jones,  L. 

Beale,  W.  P. 

Beaumont,  Hon.  Hubert 

Bennett,  E.  N. 

Bethell,Sir  J.H  (E88ex,Romf'rd 

Bignold,  Sir  Arthur 

Bowerman,  C.  W. 

Brace,  William 

Branch,  James 

Brodie,  H.  C. 

Cameron,  Robert 

Clynes,  J.  R. 

Cobbold,  Felix  Thomley 

Cooper,  G.  J. 

Cotton,  Sir  H.  J.  S. 

Crean,  Eugene 

Cremer,  Sir  William  Randal 

Crooks,  William 

Curran,  Peter  Francis 

Davies,  Timothy  (Fulham) 

Delany,  William 

Dickin8on,W.H(St.PancrasNW 

Dobson,  Thomas  W. 

Duncan,C.  (Barrow-in-Furness 

Dimn,  A-  Edward  (Camborne) 

Edwards,  Enoch  (Hanley) 

Ffrench,  Peter 

Foster,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Walter 

Gill,  A.  H. 

Glover,  Thomas 

Grant,  Corrie 


{COMMONS} 
NOES. 

Grayson,  Albert  Victor 
Gwynn,  Stephen  Lucius 
Hall,  Frederick 
Hart- Davies,  T. 
Hayden,  John  Patrick 
Henderson,  Arthur  (Durham) 
Higham,  John  Sharp 
Holden,  E.  Hopkinson 
Hudson,  Walter 
Jacoby,  Sir  James  Alfred 
Jenkins,  J. 
Jowett,  F.  W. 
Kekewich,  Sir  George 
Kelley,  George  D. 
Kennedy,  Vincent  Paul 
Lamb,  Ernest  H.  (Rochester) 
Lea,Hugh  Cecil  (St.Pancra8,E.) 
Lehmann,  R.  C. 
Luttrell,  Hugh  Fownee 
Macdonald,  J.  R.  (Leicester) 
Macdonald,J.M.  (Falkirk  B'ghs) 
Macpherson,  J.  T. 
MacVeigh,Charles  (Donegal,E.) 
Masterman,  C.  F.  G. 
Money,  L.  G  Chiozza 
Murphy,  John  (Kerry,Ea8 1) 
Nannetti,  Joseph  P. 
Nolan,  Joseph 
O'Grady,  J. 

Parker,  James  (Halifax) 
Pickersgill,  Edward  Hare 
Pirie,  Duncan  V. 
Pollard,  Dr. 


of  the  House. 
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Redmond,  William  ((Tlare) 

Richard8,Thoma8  (W.  Monm'th 

Richards,T.  F.  (Wolverh'mpt'n 

Richardson,  A. 

Roberts,  dlharles  H.  (Lincoln) 

Robertson,Sir  G.Scott(Bradf  rd 

Rowlands,  J. 

Rutherford,  V.  H.  (Brentford) 

Rutherford,  W.  W.  (Liverpool) 

Scott,  A.H.  (Ashton  under  Lyne 

Seddon,  J. 

Shaw»  Charles  Edw.  (St^fFord) 

Smeaton,  Donald  Mackenzie 

Snowden,  P. 

Stanley,  Albert  (Staffs,  N.  W.) 

Taylor,  Theodore  C.  (Radcliffe) 

Thomas,DavidAlf red  (Merthyr 

Thompson,  J.  W.H.(Somer8et,  E 

Wadsworth,  J. 

Walters,  John  Tudor 

Wardle,  George  J. 

White,  J.  D.  (Dumbartonshire) 

Wiles,  Thomas 

Williams,  J.  (Glamorgan) 

Williams,Llewelyn(Camiartb'n 

Wilson,  J.  K  (Middlesbrough) 

Wilson,  P.  W.  (St.  Pancras,  S.) 

Wilson,  W.  T.  (Westhoughton) 

Yoxall,  James  Henry 

Tbllbbs  fob  the  Noes — ^Mr. 
George  Roberts  and  John 
Ward. 


Main  Question,  as  amended,  put,  and 
agreed  to. 

Resolved,  That  this  House,  while  ready 
to  consider  any  practical  proposal  for 
dealing  with  the  evil  of  unemployment, 
cannot  entertain  a  measure  which,  by 
wasting  the  resources  of  the  nation,  would 
throw  out  of  work  more  persons  than  it 
could  assist  and  would  destroy  the  power 
of  organised  labour,  but  hopes  that  the 
Government  will  give  immediate  con- 
sideration to  the  recommendations  in  the 
forthcoming  Report  of  the  Poor  Law 
Commission  so  far  as  they  deal  with 
unemployment. 


EXPORTATION  OF   OLD  HORSES  BILL. 
Order  for  Second  Reading  read,  and 
discharged ;  Bill  withdrawn. 

SELECTION  (STANDING  COMMITTEES). 
Sir  William  Brampton  Gurdon  re- 
ported from  the  Committee  of  Selection  ; 


That  they  had  added  the  following 
Members  to  Standing  Committee  A  (in 
respect  of  the  Polling  Districts  (County 
Councils),  Education  (Local  Authorities), 
and  Incest  Bills)  ;  Mr.  William  O'Brien 
and  Mr.  Kavanagh. 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


SWINTON  AND  MEXBROUGH  GAS 
BILL. 

Reported,  with  Amendments;  Report 

to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 


HOURS  OF  LABOUR  BILL. 
Order  for  Second  Reading  upon  Friday, 
1st    May    read,    and    discharged.      Bill 
withdrawn. 

Whereupon  Mr.  Speaker  adjourned 
the  House  without  Question  put,  pursuant 
to  Standing  Order  No.  3. 

Adjourned  at  twenty-one  nttnutes 
after  Five  o'clock  till  Monday 
next. 
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PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 


The    Lord    Chancellor    acquainted 
the  House,  That  the  Clerk  of  the  Parlia- 
ments  had    laid    upon   the    Table    the 
Certificate    from    the    Examiners    that 
j^  the  further  Standing  Orders  applicable 
p  to  the  following  Bill  have  been  complied 
S  with : — West  London,  Barnes,  and  Rich- 
mond Tramways    [h.l.]. 
S 

^  Also  the  Certificate  that  the  Standing 
^  Orders  applicable  to  the  following  Bill 
2  have  not  been  complied  with : — Cam- 
S  brian    Railways — (Petition    for    Bill). 

^  The  same  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
I  Table. 


Standing  Orders  Committee. — Report 
from,  that  the  Standing  Orders  not 
complied  with  in  respect  of  the  Stratford- 
upon-Avon,  Towcester,  and  MidlandJunc- 
tion,  Evesham,  Redditch,  and  Stratford- 
upon-Avon  Junction  ;  and  East  and 
West  Junction  Railwajrs  (Amalgamation) 
Bill  [h.l.I  ought  to  be  dispensed  with, 
and  the  Bill  allowed  to  proceed,  provided 
that  a  clause  be  inserted  in  the  Bill  to  the 
following  efiect,  viz.  : — That  no  sale  of 
the  amalgamated  undertaking  shall  take 
place  without  the  consent  of  the 
Memorialists  Charles  William  Bartholo- 
mew, Richard  Donald  Bain,  and  William 
Howard  Gray,  which  does  not  provide 
for  the  payment  to  the  said  Memorialists 
of  the  sum  of  at  least  £5,000  in  cash  in 
respect  f  f  the  debenture  stock  mentioned 
in  Section  4  of  the  Act  of  1901,  or  in 
respect  of  the  stock  of  the  new  Company 
incorporated  by  the  Bill  to  be  exchanged 
therefore  under  the  provisions  of  the  said 
Bill. 


Read,  and  agreed  to. 

Briton  Ferry  Urban  District  Council 
Bill  [h.l.] — Reported  from  the  Select 
Committee,  with  amendments. 

Madras  Railway  Company  (Annuiti^) 
Bill. — Read  2*,  and  committed  for 
Wednesday  next. 

VOL.  CLXXXVL    [Fourth  Skriks.] 


Great  Western  Railway  (Superannua- 
tion Scheme)  Bill  [h.l.] — Read  3*,  and 
passed,  and  sent  to  the  Commons. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 


BOARD  OF  AGRICULTURE  AND  FISH- 
ERIES (AGRICULTURAL  STATISTICS, 
1907,  Vol.  XUI.,  Part  II). 

Returns  of  produce  of  crops  in  Great 
Britain,  with  summaries  for  the  United 
Kingdom. 

EMIGRATION. 
Report  on  the  Emigrants'  Information 
Office,  for  the  year  ended  31st  December^ 
1907. 

BOARD  OF  EDUCATION. 
Board  of  Education — (Education  Bill, 
1908) — Print  of  the  enactmenta  proposed 
to  be  amended  or  repealed  in  the  schedules 
to  the  Bill.  (Welsh  Department) — Regu- 
lations and  conditions  afiecting  the 
recognition  by  the  Board  of  Education 
under  Section  48  of  the  Elementary 
Education  Act,  1876,  of  elementary 
schools  in  Wales  and  Monmouthshire 
(being  neither  public  elementary  schools 
nor  schools  applpng  for  recognition 
under  any  other  Act  of  Parliament) 
as  certified  efficient  schools, 

EDUCATION  (SCOTLAND). 
Minute  of  the  Committee  of  Council 
on  Education  in  Scotland,  dated  27th 
February,  1908,  amending  the  terms 
of  Paragraph  2  of  the  Minute  of  27th 
April,  1899,  providing  for  the  distribution 
of  the  sum  available  for  secondary  or 
technical  (including  agricultural)  educa- 
tion under  the  Local  Taxation  Account 
(Scotland)  Actj,  1898. 

CHARITY  COMMISSION 
Fifty-fifth     Report     of     the     Charity 
Commissioners  for  England  and  Wales. 

EMIGRATION  STATISTICS  (IRELAND). 
Report  and  tables  for  the  year  1907. 

FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOP  (SUPPLE- 
MENT TO  ANNUAL  REPORT  OF 
CHIEF  INSPECTOR  FOR  190C). 

Returns  of  persons  employed  in  1904, 
in    non-textile    factories,    and    summary 
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of   annual   reports   of   Medical    Officers 
of  Henlth  for  190&. 

Presented  (by  command),  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  Table. 


»rERCHANT  SHIPPING  ACT,  1894. 
Two  Orders  in  Council,  dated  29th 
February,  1908'.*^A.pplying  Section  238 
of  '  the  MerchafiV.  Shipping  Act,  1894, 
to  deserters  fr&in  Roumanian  ships ; 
and  -Revoking  the  Order  in  Council  of 
2n(i  Noveniber,  1907.  relating  to  the 
same  subject. 

NAVAL  AND  MURINE  PAY  AND  PENSIONS 
ACT,  1805. 

Orders  in  Council  approving  memorials 
of  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the 
Admiralty  prayipg  fianction  to: — The 
continuance  of  payment  of  command 
money  heretofore  paid  to  the  Captains 
of  the  Gi^nnery  ochools  at  Sheerness 
and  Devonport,  and  allowances  to  gunners 
at  those  schools  on  their  amalgamation 
with  the  Royal  Naval  Barracks  at 
Chatham  and  Devonport;  Improve- 
ments in  the  pay  and  position  of  com- 
missioned warrant  officers  and  warrant 
officers,  and  in  the  pensions  of  chief 
and  head  schoolmasters  in  His  Majesty's 
Navy ;  The  payment  of  prize  money 
for  proficiency  in  torpedo  practice  ; 
Certain  modifications  in  the  rules  respect- 
ing allowances  fpr  gunnery  and  torpedo 
and  the  application  to  men  in  the  service 
of  the  regulations  abolishing  re-engaged 

pay.. 

SPRING  ASSIZES  ACT,  1879. 
Two   Orders  in  Council,   dated   29th 
February,     1908,     constituting     Spring 
Assize  Counties,  Nos.  2  and  3,  for  the 
purpose  of  the  ensuing  Spring  Assizes. 

SHERIFF  COURTS  (SCOTLAND)  ACT,  1907. 
Act  of  Sederunt,  regulating  the  fees 
payable  in  the  Sheriff  Courts  of  Scotland, 
and  prescribing  the  form  of  books  of 
account  to  be  kept  by  Sheriff  Clerks. 

POLLING  DISTRICTS  (COUNTY  OF  ESSEX). 
Order  mide  by;  the  council  of  the 
county  of  Essex  altering  certain  polling 
districts  in  the  Mid  or  Chelmsford  Parlia- 
mentary Division. 


SHOP  HOURS  ACT,  1904  (WB8T  RIDING 
OF  YORKSHIRE). 

Order  made  by  the  council  of  the 
West  Riding  of  Yorkshire,  and  confirmed 
by  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Departmegat,  fixing  the  hours  of  closing 
for  certain  classes  of  shops  within  the 
Sowerby  Bridge  Urban  District. 

SUPERANNUATION. 
Treasury  Minute,  dated  I5th  March, 
1908,    granting   a   retired   allowance   to 
James  Ranyard  Lee,  First  Class  Attend- 
ant,  British  Museum,   under  Section  2  ; 
of  the  Superannuation  Act. 

Laid  before  the  House  -^pursuant  to 
Act),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table. 


.  OFFICIAL  SECRETS  BILL  [h.l.]. 
The  LORD  CHANCELLOR  (Lord 
Lqreburn)  :  My  Lords,  I  beg  to  move 
the  First  Reading  of  a  Bill  to  amend 
the  Official  Secrets  Act,  1889.  I  desire 
to  say  only  two  or  three  sentences  in 
connection  with  it.  The  Bill  relates 
to  the  difficult  subject  of  official  secrets — 
that  is  to  say,  documents  and  inform- 
ation which  it  is  contrary  to  the  public 
interest  should  be  made  public.  The 
Bill  will  be  circulated  at  once,  and  will, 
therefore,  be  immediately  available  to 
your  Lordships.  I  take  this  notice  of  it 
on  First  Reading  because  I  hope  that  in 
the  interval  before  the  Second  Reading 
those  who  are  interested  in  this  subject 
will  be  so  good  as  to  pay  attention  to  it, 
in  order  that  we  may  have  it  thoroughly 
considered  and  discussed  on  the  Second 
Reading. 

Moved,  "That  the  Bill  be  now  read 
l\''—(The  Lord  Chancellor,) 

On  Question,  Bill  read  1%  and  to   be 
printed  (No.  28). 


municipal.Hepresentation  bill 

[H.L.]. 

House    in    Committee    (according   to 
Order). 

[The  Earl  of  Onslow  in  the  Chair.] 

Clause  1  agreed  to. 

Clause  2 : 

LoBD  EVERSLEY  moved  an  Amend- 
ment providing  that  the  Act  might  be 
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adopted,  not  "  for  any  borough,"  but  for 
**  any    metropolitan    borough "     by    a 
resolution  of  the  council,  passed  by  a 
majority  of  three-fifths  of  the  members 
present  and  voting.    He  said  that  on 
the  Second  Reading  of  the  Bill  he  had 
ventured  to  point  out  the  very  great 
difierence    between    provincial    councils 
and  metropolitan  councils.    In  the  case 
of  the  latter  the  elections  were  triennial, 
the  whole  of  the  ceuncillors  being  elected 
every  three  years,  and  it  undoubtedly 
did    happen    occasionally    that    all    the 
councillors  elected  were  of  the  same  way 
of    thinking.     But    in    the     provincial 
boroughs    one-third    of    the    councillors 
retired  each  year,  and  in  almost  every 
case    the   boroughs    were    divided    into 
wards  returning  three  members  each ; 
the  result  was  that  one  member  in  each 
ward  retired  annually.    His  noble  friend 
Lord   Courtney  would   admit   that   his 
scheme   would   not   work   to    the   best 
^vantage  in  a  constituency  returning 
only    three    members;    it    was    framed 
mainly  for  constituencies  returning  five 
.or  more  members,  and  there  undoubtedly 
was  something  to  be  said  for  giving  an 
opportunity  to  the  minority  to  return 
«  member.    In  the  case  of  a  three-member 
constituency  the  scheme  would  work  ouT 
not  very  differently  from  that  of  thcT 
cumulative    vote    or    the  .  arrangement 
made  in  the  Act  of  1867  for  three-cornered 
constituencies  in  Parliamentary  elections. 
In  those  cases  the  minority  had  an  oppor- 
tunity of  returning  one  member,  and  he 
thought   if   it   were   desirable    to    give 
an   opportunity   for   the   election   of   a 
minority  member  in  a  constituency  re- 
taming  three  members  then  the  cumu- 
lative vote  or  the  scheme  in  the  Act  of 
1867 — ^namely,  that  of  giving  two  votes 
instead  of  three  to  each  elector — ^would 
work  very  much  simpler  and  better  than 
the  elaborate  scheme  proposed  in  this 
Bill.    Not  a  single  witness  who  appeared 
before  the  Select  Committee  on  tlus  Bill 
made  any  complaint  in  respect  of  pro- 
vincial boroughs.    The  evidence  was  to 
the  effect  that  the  system  of  election  now 
in  existence,  whereby  one-third  of  the 
members  retired  annually,  gave  general 
satisfaction,  and  the  Municipal  Corpora- 
tions Association,  representing  the  corpora- 
tions throughout  the  country,  were  unani- 
mous in  favour  of  the  existing  system  and 
against  that  proposed  in  Lord  Courtney's 
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Bill.  He  thought,  therefore,  the  weight 
of  authority  was  very  greatly  against 
extending  the  Bill  to  provincial  bor- 
oughs. The  effect  of  his  Amendment 
would  be  to  confine  it  to  metropolitan 
boroughs. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  1.  line  10,  to  leave  out  the  words 
*  any  borough  *  and  to  insert  the  words  *  any 
metropolitan   borough.'  " — (Lord  Eversley.) 

Lord    COURTNEY    op    PENWITH 
hoped  their  Lordships  would  not  enter- 
tain the  Amendment.    His  noble  friend 
had  been  very  brief  in  his  explanation 
of  the  Amendment ;     so  brief  that  he 
had  left  out  one  most  important  fact  in 
connection  with  it.    Lord  Eversley  had 
forgotten  to  remind  their  Lordships  that 
this  was  a  permissive  Bill.    It  enabled 
boroughs  to  adopt  the  alternative  scheme 
if  so   disposed,   but  the   eff-3ct  of   the 
Amendment  would  be  to  provide  that 
metropolitan  boroughs  might  adopt  the 
scheme,  but  provincial  boroughs  might 
not.    It  was  admitted  that  the  case  of 
the    provincial    boroughs    was    not    so 
strong    as    that    ot    the    metropolitan 
boroughs ;      but,    nevertheless,    it   was 
not  so  weak  as  his  noble  firiend  sup- 
posed.    There  was  evidence  of  the  im- 
perfection of  the  working  of  the  present 
system  in  the  country  boroughs,   and 
he  had  had  representations  from  one  or 
two   provincial   boroughs   with   respect 
to  the  application  of  the  Bill  to  the 
provinces.    He  had  even  received  com- 
munications from  Scotland  and  Ireland 
asking  for  the  extension  of  the  Bill  to 
those  countries  ;   but  he  would  not  dwell 
upon  that  point.    He  hoped  their  Lord- 
ships  would   not   curtail    the    freedom 
allowed  by  the  Bill  to  municipal  bodies 
generally   to   adopt   for   their  elections 
a  system  of  proportional  representation. 


Lord  ASHBOURNE,  while  admitting 
the  force  of  what  had  been  said  by  Lord 
Eversley,  thought  there  was  a  good  deal 
in  the  point  brought  out  by  Lord  Court- 
ney that  this  was  a  permissive  and  not 
a  compulsory  BUI.  As  the  measure 
was  an  experimental  one  he  thought  it 
desirable  that  it  should  be  left  in  its 
present  elastic  form,  and  he  hoped  Lord 
Eversley  would  be  satisfied  with  having 
made  his  protest. 
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Lord  BELPER,  as  Chairman  of  the 
Select  Committee,  said  the  Committee 
had  fully  before  them  all  the  circum- 
Btances  mentioned  by  Lord  Eversley, 
but  it  was  to  be  remembered  that  this 
was,  after  all,  to  be  an  experiment. 
Many  of  the  provincial  boroughs  might 
not  care  about  trying  it,  and  therefore 
no  harm  would  be  done  ;  but  if  any  of 
them  wished  to  try  it,  why  should  they 
be  prevented  ?  He  thought  it  would  be 
rather  imreasonable  to  cut  them  out  of 
trying  the  experiment  if  they  wished  to 
do  so.  The  Committee  certainly  made 
no  proposal  to  limit  the  Bill  in  the  way 
proposed,  and  he  hoped  the  noble  Lord 
would  not  press  the  Amendment. 

Lord  AVEBURY  also  opposed  the 
Amendment.  Lord  Eversley  had  said 
that  in  the  country  districts  there  was 
ample  protection  for  the  minority,  but 
he  did  not  explain  how  that  came  about. 
Let  their  Lordships  imagine  an  election 
in  a  provincial  constituency  where  one 
side  had  a  majority.  They  carried  their 
candidate  one  year,  the  next  year  the 
same  majority  returned  another  candi- 
date, and  the  third  year  the  same 
majority  again  returned  their  man. 
Therefore,  although  the  majority  might 
be  a  comparatively  small  one,  it  secured 
the  whole  of  the  representation.  Lord 
Eversley  had  expressed  the  opinion  that  if 
this  Bill  were  extended  to  the  provinces, 
the  cumulative  vote  or  the  three-cornered 
system  would  be  preferable  to  the  system 
set  out  in  the  Bill ;  but  he  could  assure 
their  Lordships  that  there  was  hardly 
anyone  who  had  studied  this  question 
and  was  in  favour  of  proportional  repre- 
sentation who  did  not  believe  that  the 
system    in    the     Bill    was     preferable. 

Lord  ALLENDALE  said  that  if  the 
Bill  was  adopted,  the  Local  Government 
Board  were  of  opinion  that  there  was  no 
reason  why  the  provincial  boroughs 
should  not  have  the  same  freedom  of 
making  a  choice  as  the  metropolitan 
boroughs.  The  Local  Government  Board 
were  not  aware  that  there  was  any  great 
demand  for  the  Bill,  but  if  the  Amend- 
ment was  carried  it  would  necessitate 
many  alterations  of  a  consequential 
character.  In  these  circumstances  he 
hoped  that  the  noble  Lord  would  with- 
draw the  Amendment. 


Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Lord  COURTNEY  of  PENWITH 
moved  an  ximendment  in  the  same 
clause  providing  that  the  Act  might  be 
continued  in  force  for  any  borough  by  & 
further  resolution  of  the  council  passed 
within  six  months  before  the  expirati(m 
of  the  further  period  of  three  years  by  & 
majority  of  the  members  present  and 
voting  :  *'  and  after  any  such  further 
resolution  this  Act  shall  remain  in  force 
without  any  limitation  of  time."  He 
explained  that  this  Amendment  and  the 
other  Amendments  standing  in  his  name 
hung  together,  and  were  simply  intended 
to  carry  out  the  recommendations  of  the 
Select  Committee.  It  was  thought  that 
the  Bill  in  its  present  shape  failed  to  do 
BO  exactly.  The  Amendments  fully 
carried  out,  in  the  opinion  of  Ix>id 
Belper,  its  Chairman,  the  intentions  of 
the  Select  Committee. 

Amendment  moved. 

*'  In  page  I,  line  21,  tu  leave  out  from  the 
word  '  voting  '  to  the  end  of  the  subsection,  and 
to  insert  the  words  *  and  after  any  such  further 
resolution  this  Act  shall  remain  in  force  without 
any  limitation  of  time.'  " — {Lard  Cowrtney  of 
Penwilh,) 

Lord  BELPER  said  this  Amendment 
and  the  others  standing  in  the  name  of 
Lord  Courtney  were  for  the  purpose,  as 
the  noble  Lord  had  stated,  of  bringing 
the  Bill  in  conformity  with  the*  scheme 
recommended  by  the  Select  Committee. 
Therefore  their  Lordships  could  safely 
accept  them. 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  2,  line  21,  after  Subsection  (7)  to 
insert  the  following  new  Subsection  :  (8)  When 
this  Act  ceases  to  be  in  force  in  any  borough, 
one-third  of  the  councillors  of  which  would, 
but  for  the  adoption  of  this  Act,  have  retired 
everj'  year,  the  particular  councillors  to  retire 
on  the  two  ordinary  days  of  election  next  after 
this  Act  ceases  to  be  in  force  shall  be  determined 
by  lot,  in  such  manner  as  the  mayor  may 
prescribe.*  " — {Lord    Courtney    of    Penwith,) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  2,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  3  : 
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Amendment  moved — 


'*  In  page  2,  lines  25  and  20,  to  leave  out  the 
wordfl  '  expiration  of  six  months  from  the 
passing  of  the  resolution,*  and  to  insert  the  words 
*  adoption  of  this  Act.*  '* — {Lord  Courtney  of 
PenwUh.) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  3,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  4  : 

Amendment  moved — 

*'  To  leave  out  Claaso  4.** — {Lord  Courtney 
oj  Penwith.) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Remaining  clauses  agreed  to,  and  Bill 
reported,  with  Amendments,  to  the 
House. 

Re-committed  to  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee, and  to  be  printed  as  amended. 
(No.  29.) 


SMALL  HOLDINGS. 
The  Earl  of  ONSLOW  :  My  Lords,  I 
rise  to  ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Agriculture  whether,  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  the  sum  of  £100,000  is  placed  to  the 
Small  Holdings  Account  and  at  the 
disposal  of  the  Board  up  to  31st  March 
next,  with  the  prospect  of  further  grants 
from  the  Imperial  Exchequer  in  succeed- 
ing financial  years,  the  Board  have  it 
in  contemplation  to  take  any  proceed- 
ings imder  Section  16  of  the  Small 
Holdings  Act,  1907,  to  demonstrate  the 
feasibility  of  the  establishment  of  small 
holdings  in  some  parts  of  England  where 
theyy  do  not  at  present  exist ;  also 
whether  the  regulations  laying  down 
the  conditions  under  which  financial 
assistance  will  be  given  to  county 
councils  towards  the  costs  of  valuation, 
and  the  expenses  of  a  local  inquiry, 
etc.,  pronysed  in  the  Board's  Circular 
of  1st  January,  1908,  have  yet  been 
issued. 

Your  Lordships  will  recollect  that  one 
of  the  principal  objects  which  the  noble 
Earl  declared  that  the  Board  of  Agri- 
culture had  in  mind  was  the  institution 
of  experiments  in  different  parts  of 
England  in  small  holdings  where  small 


holdings  did  not  then  exist.  That,  I 
think,  was  founded  on  the  Report  of 
the  Departmental  Committee,  and,  in- 
asmuch as  a  considerable  sum  of  money 
will  be  at  the  disposal  of  the  Board,  I  am 
in  hopes  that  the  noble  Earl  the  Presi- 
dent will  be  able  to  inform  yoiu:  Lord- 
ships that  it  is  their  intention  to  make 
use  of  some  portion,  at  any  rate,  of 
that  money  in  the  direction  I  have 
indicated.  Tour  Lordships  will  remember 
that  one  of  the  objects  of  the  Act  was 
to  stimulate  county  councils  who  ap- 
peared to  be  somewhat  disinclined  to 
carry  out  the  duties  imposed  upon  them 
by  the  Act.  I  think  it  will  be  found 
that  there  will  be  many  county  councik 
who  will  not  be  very  desirous  of  entering 
into  rash  experiments,  lest  it  would 
involve  a  charge  on  the  rates ;  and 
therefore  I  very  much  hope  that, 
wherever  the  noble  Earl  finds  there  is 
that  disinclination  and  where  his  Com- 
missioners and  the  Board  report  to  him 
that  in  their  belief  an  experiment  might 
be  tried  with  succeso,  he  will  be  inclined 
to  try  the  experiment  with  the  funds  at 
the  disposal  of  the  Board  provided  by 
the  Treasury  rather  than  compel  county 
coimcils  to  undertake  work  which  they 
may  think  will  throw  a  burden  on  the 
ratepayers.  With  regard  to  the  second 
part  of  my  Question,  I  merely  wish  to 
know  whether  the  regulations  have  been 
issued,  and,  if  not,  how  soon  they  will 
be  sent  out.  There  is  a  great  deal  of 
anxiety  on  the  part  of  county  councils 
to  know  in  what  position  they  stand  in 
the  matter. 

*The  PRESIDENT  of  the  BOARD 
OF  AGRICULTURE  and  FISHERIES 
(Earl     Carrinqton)  :     My     Lords,    in 
answer   to   the   Question   of   my  noble 
I  friend,  the  House  will  be  glad  to  hear 
I  that,  so  far  as  we  can  make  out  at  pre- 
I  sent,  there  will  be  no  difficulty  what- 
ever in  making  experiments  with  regard 
to  small  holdings.     The  county  councils 
and   landowners   generally   are   meeting 
us  in  every  pos.ible   way,  and  there  is 
I  every   reason   to   thank    them    for    the 
'  zeal  and  energy  they  are  showing.     Of 
course,  the  Small  Holdings   Act  of  last 
Session    has     been     in    operation     for 
I  hardly  twelve  weeks  yet,  and  the  pre- 
I  liminary  inquiries  are  not  yet  complete, 
but  it  is  hoped  very  soon  to  ascertain 
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the  approximate  demands  of  the  country, 
and  then  we  must  find  out  how  far  the 
demands  are  genuine,  and  how  many  of 
the  applicants  are  of  the  right  sort.  A 
great  many  have  already  applied,  and  in 
Kent,  Lord  Damley,  the  chairman  of  the 
committee  of  that  county,  reports  that 
134  applicants  have  been  interviewed, 
and  he  and  his  committee  were  enabled 
to  approve  of  119  at  once.  Up  to  this 
morning  141,008  acres,  or  236  square 
miles,  had  been  applied  for.  There  are 
over  9,000  applicants  on  the  list,  and  the 
applications  are  coming  in  every  day.  In 
referring  to  the  support  which  county 
councils  have  received  from  landowners, 
perhaps  I  might  be  allowed  specially  to 
mention  Lord  Dartmouth  and*  Lord 
Harewood,  whose  action  has  been  pro- 
minently brought  before  the  Board ; 
and  also  the  Marquess  of  Anglesey  and 
Lord  Boston,  who  have  rendered  great 
assistance  in  this  direction  in  North 
Wales.  I  hope  that  in  the  next  few 
years  thousands,  if  not  tens  of  thousands, 
of  hard-working,  industrious  men  will 
be  making  an  honest  and,  I  hope,  a  pro- 
fitable livelihood  on  the  land.  As  re- 
gards the  second  question,  the  regula- 
tions referred  to  have  not  yet  been 
issued,  but  we  are  in  communication 
with  the  Treasury  on  the  subject. 

Earl  ROSEBERY:  I  am  exceed- 
ingly glad  to  hear  from  my  noble 
friend  his  unsolicited  tribute  to  the  zeal, 
energy,  and  intelligence  shown  by  the 
English  county  councils.  I  suppose  he 
is  not  prepared  at  this  moment  to  state 
off-hand,  in  behalf  of  the  Grovemment, 
their  reasons  for  thinking  that  the 
Scottish  county  councils  would  act 
differently  if  they  had  the  powers. 

The    lord    CHANCELLOR:     The 

Scottish  coimty  councils  are,  under  the 
Bill  which  unfortunately  was  rejected 
by  your  Lordships  the  other  day,  not 
included  because  what  that  Bill  was 
concerned  with  was  taxes,  whereas  under 
the  English  Act  it  is  rates. 

Earl  ROSEBERY:  I  am  obliged 
to  the  noble  and  learned  Lord  for 
his  explanation,  and  would  only  point 
out  that  imder  the  Bill  of  Lord  Camper- 
down,  still  before  your  Lordships,  the 
S  cottish  coimty  councils  are  so  entrusted. 

Earl  Carrington, 
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♦The  Earl  of  DARTMOXJTH  :  My 
Lords,  I  rise  to  ask  the  Under-Secretary 
of  State  for  War  the  following  Questions : 

(1)  How  many  of  the  15-poimder  (nms 
for  the  armament  of  the  Territorial 
Force  have  now  been  converted.  What 
further  number  will  be  available  for  dis- 
tribution  at  the   end   of  the   month; 

(2)  what  County  Associations  have 
already  been  supplied  with  a  gun  or 
guns;  and  (3)  in  what  order  will  guns 
be  supplied  to  other  County  Associations  ! 
There  is  a  subsequent  question  which  has 
recently  been  brought  to  my  attention, 
and  of  which  I  have  given  the  noble 
Earl  the  Under-Secretary  private  notice — 
it  relates  to  riding  schools.  I  am  in- 
formed by  one  of  those  gentlemen  who 
have  most  patriotically  come  forward 
to  raise  a  battery  of  field  artillery  in  my 
county  that  it  is  absolutely  necessary 
that  the  men  should  be  taught  in  a 
riding  school ;  and  my  own  scanty 
knowledge  of  horsemanship  certainly 
suggests  that  in  the  early  stages  privacy 
is  of  some  advantage.  I  do  not  know 
whether  anything  has  been  settled,  but 
I  hope  the  noble  Earl  will  be  able  to 
answer  my  Question,  namely,  whether, 
if  riding  schools  are  necessary,  assistance 
will  be  given  to  the  County  Associations 
to  provide  them. 

With  regard  to  the  guns  for  the  arma- 
ment of  the  Territorial  Force,  the  noble 
Earl  told  us  the  other  night  that  the 
distribution  would  depend  on  the  rapidity 
with  which  garrison  artillery  are  con- 
verted into  field  artillery.  Since  that 
answer  was  given  we  have  had  an  inter- 
esting debate  raised  by  my  noble  friend 
below  me.  Lord  Midleton,  in  the  course 
of  which  the  opinion  of  Lord  Wofeeley 
was  quoted.  We  also  had  a  very  inter- 
esting speech  from  the  noble  and  gallant 
Field-Marshal  on  the  cross  benches. 
Lord  Roberts,  and  this  morning  there  is 
a  letter  in  The  Times  from  Lord  Denbigh , 
who  has  had  considerable  experience  in 
connection  with  the  Honourable  Artillery 
Company.  All  these  opinions  go  to 
prove  that  there  are  considerable  diflS.- 
culties  awaiting  those  who  are  con- 
templating the  creation  of  a  large  force 
of  artillery  on  the  conditions  proposed, 
and  that  badly-trained  artillery  might  be 
even  an  actual  danger.     I  do  not  wish 
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to  question  what  has  been  aiid.  I  havB 
no  experience  to  justify  my  doing  so, 
but,  speaking  as  a  representative  of 
a  County  Association,  I  do  realise  that 
one  of  the  heaviest '  duties  which  has 
been  imposed  upon  us  is  the  raising 
of  this  force ;  and,  if  the  Govern meht 
insist  x>n  our  endeavouring  to  raise 
this  large  number  of  men,  we  phall 
want  all  possible  assistance  from  the 
military  authorities.  One  of  the  districts 
in  my  own  county,  which  wd*  had  looked 
upon  as  promising  ground  for  raising 
a  battery  of  field  artillery,  has,  as  a 
result  of  the  debate  in  your  Lordships' 
House  the  other  day,  come  to  the  con* 
elusion  thit  it  is  most  undesirable  to 
raise  a  force  which  might  be  ^'a  positive 
danger."  That  is  the  difficulty  in  which 
we  are  placed. 

The  point  I  particularly  wish  to 
emphasise  in  regard  to  the  distribution 
of  guns  is  this.  We  are  told  that  the 
distribution  will  depend  on  the  rapidity 
with  which  garrison  artillery  are  con- 
verted into  Held  artillery.  I  am  in- 
formed by '  an  officer  of  considerable 
experience  who  will  dommand  the  brigade 
in  the  north  of  my  coimty,  and  who  has 
to  raise  23  officers  and  919  men,  that  he 
cannot  get  the  men  to  convert,  or  secure 
recruits,  until  they  get  the  guns.  The 
gims  are  not  t6  be  given  till  the  men 
are  converted  or  taised,  but  the  men 
will  not  convert  or  join  until  they  get  the 
guns.  The  men  are  hesitating  because 
they  have  been  frequently  promised 
that  the  new  guns  are  to  be  given  to 
them  ;  those  promises  have  been  so  often 
falsified  that '  the  men  do  not  believe 
in  the  new  guns  at  all.  I  am  told  that 
one  of  the  converted  15-pounder8  was 
seen  to-day  in  the  vicinity  of  your  Lord- 
ships' House.  I  did  not  see  it,  but  I 
understand  it  was  on  view.  I>  hope  the 
guns  will  be  distributed  to  the  County 
Associations  as  soon  as  possible.  The 
Artillery  Volunteers  have  always  been 
handicapped  in  this  way,  and  I  hear  that 
they  are  threatened  with  having  to  do 
Ihis  yearns,  training  with  the  old  guns — 
gims  which  were  old  when  they  were 
distributed  nineteen  years  ago.  If  some 
thing  is  not  done  speedily  it  will  be  quite 
impossible  for  the  County  Associations 
to  reise  the  numbers  expected  of  them. 


J  do  not  know  how  far  the  noble  Earl .; 
has  influence  .with  the  Grovernraent  he  . 
rppjresQnt9,ibut>  r  should  I  like,  on  behalf 
of  the  County  Associations,  to  suggest 
that  he  and  his  colleagues  should  be  a 
little  careful  about  the  legislation  they 
introduce.  In  one  district  in  my  coimty 
the  people  are  unable  to  think  of  any- 
thing but  the  LicjBUsi^g  Bill  and  what  it* 
results  in  that  particular  locality  will  be, 
and  as  we  had  hoped  to  raise  a  considerable 
niunber  ol  men  of  various  Arms  from  that 
district  we  are  again  considerably  handi- 
capped. If  the  noble  Earl  could  induce 
his  colleagues  to  be  a  little  more  careful 
about  what  they  do  in  regard  to  general 
legislation  it  would  be  very  much  better 
for  the  Territorial  Force.  In  Stafford- 
shire we  have  five  excellent  battalionsy 
one  of  which  will  have  to  go,  and  it  is 
difficult  to  say  which  ought  to  be  sacri- 
ficed. A  Report  was  drawn  up  as  long 
ago  as  the  end  of  January,  but  it  is  still 
somewhere  in  the  War  Office ;  no  one  in  the 
county  has  heard  anything  of  the  matter 
since.  I  would  point  out  tha  t  it  is  essential 
ihat  it  should  be  known  which  particular 
unit  is  to  be  disbanded.  We  have  had 
instructions  from  the  War  Office  as  to  the 
character  of  the  flag  which  we  who  double 
the  part  of  President  of  the  County 
Association  and  Lord-Lieutenant  may 
fly,  and  as  to  the  charactgr  of  the  cuft 
to  be  worn  by  deputy-Lieutenants  when, 
in  undress  uniform.  Tliese  are  very  in- 
teresting, but  they  are  not,  if  I  may 
venture  to  say  so,  essential  to  the  success 
of  this  scheme,  and  I  think  it  is  more 
important  that  these  unfortunate  men 
who  are  to  be  disbanded  should  be  given 
that  information  before  we  interest  our 
selves  with  regard  to  minor  points. 

Earl  FORTESCD'E  :  Before  the 
noble  Earl  replies,  I  should  like  to  put 
to  him  one  or  two  Questions  of  which 
I  have  given  him  private  notice.  Pirst, 
I  should  like  to  ask  whether  tne  equita- 
tion allowance  of  £?  will  be  given  to 
mounted  men  of  the  Territorial  Ajtillery 
as  well  as  to  the  Yeomanry.  The 
desirability  of  this  is  obvious.  The 
artjller}'  driver  is  more  skilled  than  the 
Yeoman,  cud  if  one  is  deserving"  of  tin 
equitation  cllowfynce  the  other  is  deserv-. 
ing  also.  We  are  not  to  be  allow,ed,r 
as  I   understand,   to  enlist  in  the  new 
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Territorial  batteries,  artillerymen  who 
are  in  the  Reserve.  Therefore,  we  shall 
ha\e  to  rely  for  drivers  either  on  civilians 
or  on  men  wno  have  left  the  artillery 
for  five  years  at  least,  and  who  probably 
in  tnat  time  will  nave  got  pretty  rusty. 
I  hope,  therefore,  the  noble  Earl  )^ill 
be  able  to  tell  us  that  the  equitation 
allowance  will  be  granted  to  all  mounted 
men  in  the  Territorial  Artillery.  I  hope 
he  will  be  able  to  tell  us,  also,  that  the 
guns  of  ordirary  b  tteries  when  they 
are  issued  will  be  issued  complete  with 
a  suitable  proportion  of  range  finders 
and  signalling  apparatus  of  all  kinds. 
Ofl&cers  tell  me  that  it  is  impossible 
to  train  a  battery  properly  unless  these 
appliances  are  there  with  the  guns. 
Next,  I  should  like  to  ask  whether  the 
compensation  for  loss  of  horses  announced 
by  the  Secretary  of  State  on  Thursday, 
will  be  given  under  the  same  conditions 
as  those  stated  in  the  existing  Yeomanry 
Regulations,  Paragraphs  303  and  304 ; 
and  whether  veterinary  expenses,  which 
are  laid  down  in  Paragraph  308  of  the 
Yeomanry  Regulations,  will  still  be 
allowed. 

'  The  Marquess  of  LONDONDERRY  : 
My  Lords,  I  should  like  to  put  to  the 
noble  Earl  before  he  rises  to  reply,  a 
question  concerning  the  Volunteer  regi- 
ment in  the  north  of  England,  which  I 
have  the  honour  to  command.  We 
have  converted  ourselves  from  heavy 
garrison  artillery  into  field  artillery, 
and  I  gather,  from  what  the  noble  Earl 
said  the  other  day,  that  those  regiments 
that  most  speedily  convert  themselves 
into  field  crtillery  will  be  the  first  to 
receive  the  guns.  In  the  county  with 
which  I  am  connected  we  have  already 
formed  our  three  field  artillery  batteries 
with  headquarters  at  our  own  drill  hall. 
The  question  I  wish  to  ask  the  noble 
Earl  is  this,  when  can  we  hope  to  be 
provided  with  modern  guns  ?  We  have 
loyally  undertaken  the  new  duties  in 
our  desire  to  support  the  Territorial 
scheme,  but  there  must  obviously  be  a 
certain  amount  of  lukewarmness  until 
we  get  the  guns. 

The  under  -  SECRETARY  or 
STATE  FOR  WAR  (The  Earl  of  Ports- 
mouth) :  Will  the  noble  Marquess  tell  me 
the  name  of  his  corps  ? 

Earl  Fartescue. 


The  Marquess  of  LONDONDERRY : 

The  2nd  Durham  Artillery  Volunteers. 

♦The  Earl  of  DARTMOUTH  :  Before 
the  noble  Earl  replies  I  should  like  to 
say  that  I  hope  he  will  take  care  that 
the  noble  Marquess  does  not  get  more 
than  one  gun  before  the  other  County 
Associations  get  their  guns. 

The  Earl  [of  PORTSMOUTH: 
My  Lords,  I  think  it  would  be  as 
well  if,  at  the  outset  of  my  reply,  I 
give  the  information  which  I  promised 
to  Lord  Midleton.  The  figures  for  the 
Reserve  of  the  Royal  Horse  and  Field 
Artillery  on  1st  March  last  were  as 
follows :  Total  Royal  Horse  Artillery 
Reserve,  1,707 ;  total  Royal  Field  Artil- 
lery Reserve,  9,815 ;  combined  total; 
11,522. 

In  reply  to  Lord  Dartmouth  I  have  to 
say  that  forty-eight  15-pounder  guns 
have  been  converted  and  are  now  being 
inspected  and  issued  as  rapidly  as  possible. 
Conversion  of  these  guns  is  proceeding 
at  the  rate  of  about  nine  a  week.  Twelve 
guns  have  been  issued  to  twelve  brigades 
in  the  Western  and  Scottish  Commands. 
These  have  been  allotted,  on  the  rec5om- 
mendation  of  the  general  officers  com- 
manding-in-chief, one  each  to  the  2nd, 
3rd,  5th,  6th,  7th,  and  9th  Lancashire 
Garrison  Artillery,  and  one  each  to  the 
1st  Shropshire  and  Stafiordshire  Grarrison 
Artillery,  the  1st  Forfar,  the  Ist  Aberdeen, 
the  1st  Lanark,  the  1st  Mid  Lothian, 
and  the  1st  Ayr  and  Galloway  Gkirrison 
Artillery.  In  addition  to  these,  orders 
have  already  been  given  to  issue  onegun 
each  to  the  1st,  2nd,  and  4th  West 
Yorkshire  Garrison  Artillery,  the  Ist 
Cardigan,  the  1st  Monmouthshire,  the 
1st  Cheshire,  the  2nd  East  Biding 
of  York  hire,  the  1st  Durham,  and 
the  1st  Northumberland  Artillery.  The 
issues  will  be  continued  at  the  rate 
of  at  least  six  guns  a  week,  and  if  possible 
nine  a  week,  but  the  general  order 
of  the  units  to  which  these  issues  will  be 
made  will  be  governed  by  the  inform- 
ation furnished  by  the  general  officer 
commanding-in-chief  of  the  command  in 
which  the  unit  is  located. 

As  to  the  provision  of  riding  schools 
for  the  training  of  men  and  horses  for 
field  artillery,  expenditure  of  that  kind, 
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as  in  the  case  of  drill  halls,  ranges,  gun 
sheds,  etc.,  will  be  met  by  grants  from 
Army  Funds,  wherever  the  Army  Council 
consider  such  provision  necessary  for 
the  proper  discharge  of  the  functions  of 
the  Association.  For  instance,  if  the 
acquisition  on  lease  or  other  agreement 
of  property  of  this  kind  is  sanctioned  by 
the  Army  Council,  a  grant  would  be 
made  on  the  basis  of  the  rent  for  which 
the  Association  is  liable.  I  gathered 
from  the  remarks  of  my  noble  friend  that 
he  had  some  complaint  on  the  ground  of 
having  received  no  reply  from  the  War 
Office  as  to  the  five  existing  Infantry 
units  in  Staffordshire,  one  of  which  is  to 
be  disbanded.  I  am  afraid  that  in  regard 
to  this  matter  there  must  be  some  mis- 
tmderstanding.  I  have  made  inquiries, 
and  I  cannot  trace  that  any  reply  is  due 
from  the  War  Office  to  my  noble  friend 
on  this  subject.  I  presume  that  my 
noble  friend  drew  up  a  report  for  the 
General  Officer  Commanding-in- Chief  of 
the  northern  command,  and  he,  in  the 
ordinary  course,  would  embody  that 
report  in  the  statement  forwarded  to  the 
War  Office  in  regard  to  the  whole  of  his 
command.  Any  reply  from  the  War 
Office  would  be  sent  to  the  Oeneral  Officer 
Commanding-in-Chief,  who  is  the  proper 
person*  to  communicate  with  my  noble 
friend,  and  to  whom  in  regard  to  this 
matter  I  must  refer  him.  All  I  have  been 
able  to  ascertain  is  that  the  General 
Officer  Commanding-in-Chief  of  the  Nor- 
thern Command  was  informed  on  3rd 
March  that  he  might  inform  the  County 
Associations  of  the  allotment  of  unit*. 

As  regards  Staffordshire,  it  is  proposed 
that  there  shall  be  four  infantry  battalions 
of  1,000  strong  under  the  new  organisa- 
tion, instead  of  the  existing  five.  This 
will  necessitate  the  amalgamation  of 
two  of  the  existing  battalions  into  one 
after  31st  March,  and  this  duty  will 
devolve  upon  the  County  Association. 
Lord  Fortescue  has  asked  whether  the 
capitation  allowance  of  £1  will  be  given 
to  the  mounted  men  of  the  Territorial 
Artillery  as  well  as  to  the  Yeomanry. 
I  understand  that  the  answer  to  that 
is  no.  The  second  Question  asked  by 
Lord  Fortescue  was  whether  the  com- 
pensation for  loss  of  a  horse,  which  has 


been  announced,  will  be  given  under  the 
same  conditions  as  those  stated  in  the 
existing  Yeomanry  Regulations.  New 
Regidations  are  about  to  be  issued,  but 
I  am  not  able  to  speak  definitely  upon 
them  because  they  have  not  yet  received 
Treasury  sanction.  The  maximum  com- 
pensation  for  the  loss  of  a  horse  will  be 
£40.  My  noble  friend's  third  Question 
was  whether  veterinary  expenses  would 
be  allowed.  No  allowance  beyond  £5 
will  be  allowed  for  veterinary  expenses. 

♦The  Earl  of  DARTMOUTH:  [I 
should  like  to  explain  the  object  of  my 
last  Question,  which  was  not  on  the  Paper. 
I  had  no  intention  of  bringing  any  com- 
plaint against  the  War  Office.  I  am 
reserving  complaints  for  a  future  time. 
I  quite  understood  that  we  who  represent 
the  County  Associations  were  to  indicate 
the  battaUon  to  be  disbanded  or  merged, 
and  that  that  information  was  to  go,  in 
the  first  place,  to  the  General  Officer 
Commanding-in-Chief.  In  this  case  that 
was  done ;  we  drew  up  the  Report 
together.  But  when  I  went  to  the  War 
Office  I  was  told  that  the  Report  of 
the  General  Officer  Commanding-in-Chief 
was  somewhere  in  the  building.  I  now 
gather  that  it  is  by  the  allocation  of 
units,  about  which  we  have  been  inun- 
dated with  telegrams  during  the  last 
few  weeks,  that  the  disbanded  battalion 
is  to  be  merged,  and  we  shall  get  no 
foriral  intimation  ai  to  whi  h  it  is 
to  be.  As  to  the  guns,  I  gather  from 
the  noble  Earl's  Answer  that  one  gim  has 
been  allotted  to  Shropshire  and  Stafford- 
shire. By  this  scheme  these  coimties 
have  been  divided,  and  I  am  afraid 
Shropshire  has  got  the  gun.  Can  the 
noble  Earl  tell  me  whether  the  gun  has 
gone  to  the  Shropshire  side  ? 

[No  Answer  wai  returned.] 

Earl  FORTESCUE:  The  noble 
Earl  has  not  answered  my  Question  as 
to  whether  range  finders  and  signalling 
apparatus  will  be  supplied  with  the  gims. 

The  Earl  of  PORTSMOUTH:  If 
the  noble  Earl  will  give  me  notice  of 
jiny  Questions  I  will  give  him  an  Answer. 
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♦The  Earl  op  DARTMOUTH:  Where 
is  my  gun  ?  Cannot  the  noble  Earl 
tell  me  whether  Shropshire  has  got  it. 

The  Earl  op  PORTSMOUTH:  I 
believe  Shropshire  has  got  it. 

The  Earl  of  DONOUGHMORE  :  I 
rise  to  ask  the  Under-Secretary  to 
take  one  matter  into  consideration. 
The  Earl  of  Dartmouth  stated  that 
he  believed  one  of  these  guns  had 
been  seen  to-day  in  the  precincts  of 
your  Lordships'  House.  That  was  not 
80.  The  gun  was  supplied  for  the  in- 
spection of  Members  of  the  other  House, 
and  I  rise  to  ask  the  noble  Earl  if  he  will 
give  us  an  opportunity  of  seeing  what 
Members  of  the  other  House  have  been 
able  to  see.  Very  many  of  your  Lord- 
ships are  desirous  of  seeing  this  gun,  and  I 
would  also  suggest  that  one  of  the  new 
quick  firers  should  be  sent  down  at  the 
same  time  in  order  that  we  may  compare 
them.  A  similar  request  was  made  in  the 
House  of  Commons,  but  the  Secretary  of 
State  replied  that  the  new  quick-firing 
gun  could  not  be  got  into  Palace  Yard, 
and  therefore  he  was  unable  to  show  it  to 
Members  of  the  House  of  Commons.  It 
need  not  go  near  Palace  Yard  in  being 
brought  down  for  the  inspection  of  your 
Lordships,  and  I  therefore  hope  that  we 
shall  be  allowed  an  opportunity  of  seeing 
and  comparing  these  guns. 

The  Earl  op  PORTSMOUTH  :  I  will 
communicate  at  once  with  the  military 
authorities  and  see  what  can  be  dore  in 
the  matter. 


LADY  CATHCART  AND  HER  TENANTS. 
The  Earl  of  CAMPERDOWN  :  My 
Lords,  I  rise  to  ask  when  the  correspond- 
ence between  Lady  Cathcart  and  the 
Secretary  for  Scotland  and  the  Lord- 
Advocate  will  be  presented ;  and  what 
has  occasioned  the  delay  in  circulating 
the  letters.  I  moved  for  this  correspond- 
ence on  6th  February,  and^late  in  that 
month  I  asked  Lord  Hamilton  of  Dalzell 
when  the  letters  would  be  presented,  and 
he  replied  that  they  were  with  the 
printers.  The  ordinary  meaning  of  the 
answer  which  the  noble  Lord  was  directed 
to  give  to  me  was  that  we  were  to  have 
the  correspondence  m  two  or  three  days. 


I  As  the  Return  had  not  come  to  hand,  and 
I  as  there  was  no  information  to  be  obtained 
j  from  the  Scottish  Office,  I  thought  it  as 
well  to  inquire  of  the  printer,  and  he 
informed  me  that  he  had  returned  the 
correspondence  to  the  Scottish  Office  on 
18th  February  in  print.  Therefore  for  a 
month  these  letters  have  been  undergoing 
a  process  of  incubation  in  the  Scottish 
Office,  for  what  purpose  the  Secretary 
for  Scotland  alone  knows.  It  was  stated 
in  another  place  that  permission  had  been 
asked  of  the  County  Council  of  Inverness 
to  publish  some  document.  What  con- 
nection the  Inverness  County  Coimcil  can 
have  with  a  correspondence  which  took 
place  between  Lady  Cathcart  and  the 
Secretary  for  Scotland  I  do  not  at  present 
imderstand.  If  we  ever  get  the  Papers 
I  suppose  we  shall  see  ;  but,  in  the  mean- 
while, I  should  like  to  know  why  all  this 
delay  has  taken  place. 

Lord  HERSCHELL  :  My  Lords, 
in  answer  to  the  noble  Earl  I  beg  to 
state  that  the  correspondence  is  actually 
in  the  hands  of  the  printer,  who  will 
be  told  to  use  all  possible  expedition  in 
printing  it.  The  delay  which  has 
occurred  has  arisen  owing  to  the  following 
circumstances.  As  the  correspondence 
referred  to  transactions  extending  over 
a  period  of  years  it  was  thought  advisable 
to  print  with  it  certain  illustrative  docu- 
ments. It  was  therefore  necessary  to 
consider  what  documents  should  be 
included  in  the  correspondence  to  be 
presented,  and  to  ascertain  whether 
all  such  documents  were  available  for 
publication.  A  further  delay  was 
occasioned  by  a  question  being  asked  on 
26th  February,  in  another  place,  as  to 
whether  the  Secretary  for  Scotland  would 
include  in  this  correspondence  the  Report 
of  a  Committee  which  had  been  appointed 
by  the  County  Council  of  Invernesshire 
to  consider  whether  land  should  be  take 
for  allotments  in  the  island  of  Vatersay. 
These  are  the  reasons  for  the  delay.  As 
I  have  already  stated,  the  Papers  will 
very  shortly  be  laid  on  the  Table  of  the 
House. 


THE  ARMY. 
Order  of  the  Day  read  for  resuming 
the  adjourned  debate  on  the  Motion  of 
Viscount    Midleton     that    an    humble 
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Address  be  presented  to  His  Majesty 
for  any  Minute  of  the  Army  Coun- 
cil approving  the  further  reduction 
in  the  numbers  of  the  Regular  Artillery, 
and  the  Report  for  1907  of  the  late 
Inspector-General  of  the  Forces  so  far 
as  it  affects  "  the  training  and  efficiency 
of  the  troops  imder  the  control  of  the 
Home  Government,  and  the  readiness  and 
fitness  of  the  Army  for  war." 

♦Lord  LUCAS  :  My  Lords,  the  debate 
of  last  Thursday  covered  practically  the 
whole  groimd  of  the  reforms  which  are 
at  present  being  carried  out  in  the 
Regular  Army  and  in  what  are  at  present 
the  Auxiliary  Forces.  But  perhaps  I 
may  bo  allowed  to  trespass  on  your 
Lordships  time  in  an  endeavour  to 
reply  to  one  or  two  of  the  chief  points 
brought  forward  in  Thursday's  debate. 
The  point  most  reiterated  in  that  debate 
was  that  of  the  present  strength  of  the 
Army  as  shown  by  the  Return  on  the 
Table.  Attention  was  called  by  Lord 
Midleton  to  the  strength  of  the  Army  as 
revealed  in  that  Return ;  but,  with  a 
true  perception  of  the  causes  of  the 
existing  weakness  of  the  Army,  he  did  not 
attach  the  blpme  for  that  to  the  present 
Government  as  was  done  by  subsequent 
speakers.  I  must  say  I  thought  the 
noble  Earl  the  Under-Secretary  pro- 
vided a  very  complete  answer  on  that 
point,  but  it  did  not  deter  other  speakers 
from  repeating  the  attack. 

If  I  may  be  allowed  to  do  so,  I  would 
give  your  Lordships  the  figures  showing 
how  the  three  years  system  has  affected 
the  particular  battalion — the  2nd  Durham 
light  Infantry — ^which  was  singled  out 
by  Lord  Midleton.  The  three  years 
system  was  in  force  from  April,  1902, 
until  October,  1904,  and  that  meant  that 
from  April,  1905,  to  October,  1907,  not 
only  were  the  seven  years  men  of  from 
1898  to  1900  passing  into  the  Reserve, 
but  also  the  three  years  men.  There 
was  a  double  drain  going  on  at  the  same 
time,  and  the  way  in  which  that  affected 
the  battalion  in  question  is  shown  by 
the  following  figures  referring  to  rank 
and  file.  In  February,  1904,  the 
strength,  not  including  recruits  at  the 
depot,  was  701,  and  there  were  442  men 
over  twenty  years  of  age;  There  were 
at  that  time  465  three  years  men  in  the 


battalion.  The  draft  required  for  India 
in  that  year  was  155  ;  the  following  year 
it  was  about  the  same.  At  that  time 
137  three  years  men  had  had  to  go  out 
to  India.  In  1905  the  three  years  men 
began  passing  out ;  in  1906  the  strength 
had  fallen  from  701,  two  years  previously, 
to  562.  The  number  of  men  over  twenty 
years  of  age  had  fallen  to  348,  and  the 
draft  that  had  to  be  sent  out  had  risen  to 
209  men.  The  following  year  the 
strength  fell  to  461 ;  the  draft  require- 
ments rose  to  290,  and  the  battalion  was 
unable  to  meet  them  all.  The  men  over 
twenty  in  the  battalion  were  only  241. 
The  draft  required  this  year  was  257^ 
and  232  men  have  gone,  the  actual 
number  of  rank  and  file  over  twenty 
left  being  56.  Fortunately  we  have 
now  passed  the  worst  time,  because  the 
three  years  men  are  done  with  and  we 
are  gradually  climbing  up  again. 

The  attack  made  last  week  upon  the 
policy  of  the  expeditionary  force  of 
160,000  men  was  not  so  much  in  reference 
to  the  size  of  the  force  as  to  the  doubt  if 
the  number  could  be  realised.  I  may 
here  parenthetically  remark,  with  regard 
to  a  point  raised  by  the  Duke  of  Bedford^ 
that  the  actuaries  do  not  count 
as  passing  to  the  Reserve  every  man 
who  enters  as  a  recruit ;  they  took  the 
actual  number  in  normal  conditions — 
estimated  over  a  long  period  of  years 
and  it  works  out  at  roughly,  one 
out  of  every  two  recruits.  The  cal- 
culations are  made  on  the  estab- 
lishments, and  it  is  quite  possible  that 
the  number  will  not  be  forthcoming; 
but  I  cannot  see  how  Lord  Midleton's 
proposal  to  add  10,000  of  the  three  years 
men  would  improve  matters.  He  says,. 
I  think  rightly,  that  you  can  sometimes 
raise  three  years  men  when  you  cannot 
raise  seven  years  men.  How  far  the 
raising  of  three  years  men  interferes  with 
the  getting  of  seven  years  men  is  a  ques- 
tion that  is  difficult  to  decide  ofRiand. 
But  suppose  you  do  not  get  sufficient 
recruits  to  give  you  the  full  160,000  men, 
surely  you  are  not  going  to  make  things 
better  by  increasing  your  establishments 
and  asking  for  more  recruits  stilL 
As  I  have  shown  in  the  case  of  the  Dur- 
ham Light  Infantry,  the  strength  fell  so 
greatly  below  the  establishment  that 
the  reducing  of  the  eatablishmftVLt  ^^&  %• 
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mere   paper  transaction   which  did  not 
alEect  the  strength  of  the  Army. 

I  maintain  that  the  reductions  in  the 
strength  of  the  Regular  Army  which 
have  been  the  subject  of  so  much  criticism 
can  only  fairly  be  considered  in  relation 
to  the  whole  scheme  of  Army  reform. 
The  idea  of  an  expeditionary  force 
is  not  a  new  one,  as  was  indicated  in 
Mr.  Wyndham's  letter  to  The  Times 
of  last  Saturday,  in  which  it  is  stated 
that  the  noble  Marquess  opposite  also 
had  the  idea  of  organising  the  whole  of 
the  troops  at  home  into  a  large  expedi- 
tionary force  of  about  the  same  size 
as  the  expeditionary  force  which  Mr. 
Haldane  proposes  to  organise ;  and  at 
the  outbreak  of  the  South  African  War 
we  had  to  despatch  about  the  num- 
ber the  nob^e  Marquess  proposes  to 
organise.  Having  sent  that  expedi- 
tionary force  abroad  we  then  were 
compelled  to  raise  new  units  of  every 
fiort.  Fifty -six  new  batteries  of  field 
artillery  were  raised,  and  numerous 
expedients  were  resorted  to  in  regard 
to  infantry.  Those  units  had  to  perform 
double  functions — to  train  drafts  for 
South  Africa,  and  at  the  same  time 
to  provide  for  home  defence. 

Viscount  HARDINGE  :  What  about 
the  Militia  ? 

*LoRD  LUCAS  :  I  speak  under  correc- 
tion, but  apparently  the  Militia  was 
not  considered  adequate  defence  for 
the  country  at  that  time.  As  I  say, 
you  were  calling  upon  these  units  to 
perform  double  functions — to  train  drafts 
for  South  Africa,  and  at  the  same  time 
to  provide  for  home  defence.  Fortunately 
they  were  not  required  to  discharge 
the  latter  duty.  Experience  of  the 
South  African  War  shows  that  when  }  ou 
have  a  force  abroao  you  must  aho  have 
the  machinery  in  this  country  for  training 
drafts.  This  is  one  of  the  advantages 
of  the  new  scheme  that  may  be  said  to 
have  been  bought  by  the  reductions 
made  in  the  Regular  Army.  It  is  a 
great  asset  from  a  military  point  of 
view  that  for  the  first  time  in  the  history 
of  this  country  we  shall  be  free  from 
the  necessity  of  having  to  improvise 
in  the  face  of  the  enemy. 
Lord  Lucas, 


There  is  another  point  of  view 
from  which  we  ought  to  look  at 
these  reductions.  It  was  argued  on 
Thursday  that  if  you  reduce  infantry 
battalions  you  thereby  reduce  the  value 
as  a  fighting  machine  of  your  Regular 
Army.  As  a  matter  of  fact  the  value 
from  a  purely  military  and  fighting 
point  of  view  of  an  infantry  battalion 
per  se  is  a  very  indefinite  thing.  It 
may  be  of  no  more  use  to  you  than  a 
bottle  of  Worcester  sauce  would  be  if 
you  had  no  cold  mutton^  to  eat  it  with. 
It  is  fair  to  regard  these  reductions 
from  the  point  of  view  of  divisions,  and 
not  from  that  of  single  units.  The 
noble  Duke,  the  Duke  of  Bedford, 
on  Thursday  drew  a  lurid  picture  of 
the  position  of  a  battalion  coming  out 
of  action  with  only  300  men  and  having 
to  be  filled  up  with  700  or  800  Special 
Reservists.  He  asked  what  would  be 
the  fighting  value  of  that  unit.  That 
raises  a  very  important  point,  but  it 
only  touches  on  the  fringe  of  it.  I 
believe  the  usual  military  procedure 
in  the  case  of  a  battalion  which  has 
incurred  disaster  and  been  cut  up  is  to 
send  it  down  the  lines  of  communication, 
and  replace  it  by  another  battalion. 
The  noble  Duke  spoke  of  the  men  not 
knowing  one  another.  But  what  about 
generals  commanding  divisions  not  know- 
ing the  officers  under  them,  not  knowing 
who  are  trustworthy  and  who  are  rash, 
not  knowing  the  men  who  are  slow 
and  those  who  are  quick  ?  That  is  a 
part  of  military  organisation  to  which 
no  attention  has  been  given  hitherto. 
It  is  not  the  object  of  Arjny  organisation 
to  produce  a  number  of  single  imits ; 
but  hitherto  the  British  Army  has  always 
gone  out  to  fight  as  a  scratch  crew, 
in  South  Africa  there  was  only  one 
I  brigade  whose  units  had  trained  together 
in  peace  time.  If  a  proper  organisation 
and  a  training  machine  for  the  trmy 
in  the  field  can  be  secured,  the  coimtry 
will  have  obtained  an  important  military 
I  asset  very  cheaply  at  the  price  of  these 
(  reductions. 

I    pass    to    the    speech  of  the  noble 

and     gallant     Field-Marshal     on     the 

cross       benches.       I      think       anyone 

reading  that  speech  could  not  fail  to 

I  interpret  it  as  a  sweeping  condemnation 
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of  the  whole  idea  and  the  whole  prin- 
ciple of  the  Territorial  Force.  The 
noble  and  gallant  Field-Marshal  confined 
his  remarks  to  the  artillery,  but  I  think 
he  will  agree  that  what  he  said  about 
the  artillery  applied  equally  to  the  other 
branches  of  the  Territorial  Army. 

Earl  ROBERTS  :  No,  certainly  not. 
The  artillery  is  the  most  scientific  branch, 
and  requires  a  training  that  is  not  neces- 
sary to  the  other  branches  to  the  same 
extent.  You  might  raise  infantry  quickly 
if  you  had  the  officers,  but  you  could 
not  do  that  with  artillery.  In  saying 
that,  I  was  supported,  not  only  by 
artillery  officers,  but  by  every  officer 
in  this  country  who  has  seen  service. 
I  hope  it  will  not  be  thought  that  I 
was  condemning  the  whole  of  the  Terri- 
torial Army.  I  thought  the  framework 
of  that  Army  w:i8  what  we  wanted, 
but  you  must  fill  it  up  properly,  and 
you  cannot  fill  it  properly  with  im- 
trained  artillery. 

♦Lord  LUCAS :  Would  the  noble  and 
gallant  Field-Marshal  say  that  a  fort- 
night's annual  training  is  enough  for 
cavalry  having  to  operate  in  the  most 
difficult  coimtry  in  the  world  ?  And  what 
about  the  Staff?  After  all,  that 
requires  more  training  than  any  other 
part  of  the  Ajmy. 

Earl  ROBERTS  :  If  you  are  going 
to  have  a  fortnight's  training  for  the 
cavalry  and  for  the  staff,  you  will  have 
no  Army  at  all. 

♦Lord  LUCAS :  Then  I  do  not  think 
I  was  wrong  in  saying  that  the  noble  and 
gallant  Field-Marshal's  speech  implied 
a  sweeping  condemnation  of  the  whole  of 
the  Territorial  Army.  Because  that 
Army  cannot  beat  off  a  surprise  attack 
at  the  outset  of  a  war  it  is  to  be  con- 
demned. But  that  is  not  the  function 
of  any  second  line  army.  Mr.  Haldane 
and  his  advisers  have  no  delusion  on 
this  head.  They  have  maintained  all 
through  that  you  were  not  going  to  get  a 
Territorial  Army  that  was  fit  to  face 
the  enemy  at  once  on  the  outbreak  of 
war.  I  think  I  am  not  overstating  the 
position  when  I  say  that  it  is  impossible 
for  a  man  to  combine  a  strenuous  civil 
profession  with  the  necessary  amount  of 


military  training  to  enable  him  to  go  out 
straight  from  his  home  and  face  a  highly- 
trained  enemy.  The  Army  Council  realise 
the  absolute  truth  of  the  statement  of 
the  Norfolk  Committee,  that  if  the  pur- 
pose is  to  produce  a  force  which  can  be 
relied  upon  to  turn  out  at  short  notice 
and  defeat  an  invader,  then  improvements 
in  the  Militia  and  Volunteer  Forces  will 
not  be  sufficient.  This  scheme  amounts 
to  improvements  in  the  Militia  and 
Volunteer  Forces,  and  therefore,  Mr. 
Haldane  and  his  advisers  do  not  anticipate 
that  the  Territorial  Army  is  going  to  be 
able  to  turn  out  at  once,  without  further 
training,  to  resist  the  best-trained  troops 
that  could  be  put  against  them.  If 
you  contend  that  a  second  line  Army 
is  going  to  be  of  no  use  you  must,  to  be 
consistent,  show  that  the  Militia  has 
never  been  of  use  in  this  country  all 
through  its  history.  I  do  not  think 
anyone  will  go  as  far  as  that.  The  only 
possible  solution  of  the  position  raised 
by  the  noble  and  gallant  Field-Marshal 
seems* to  be  this,  that  if  you  cannot 
defend  your  coasts  from  invasion  during 
the  early  months  of  a  war  it  is  absolute 
madness  to  send  the  whole  of  the  Regular 
Army  out  of  the  country.  You  must 
keep  two  or  three  divisions  at  home, 
and,  if  you  do  that,  you  will  still  have 
as  big  a  force  capable  of  being  sent 
straight  away  as  it  took  five  months  to 
send  to  South  Africa.  But  that  was 
not  the  solution  given  by  the  noble  and 
gallant  Field-Marshal.  His  solution  was 
that  you  should  give  up  the  idea  Of 
raising  Territorial  Field  Artillery  and 
keep  Regular  Field  Artillery  in  this 
country.  According  to  his  view,  there- 
fore, the  idea  of  raising  field  artillery  for 
the  Territorial  Army  must  be  abandoned. 
That  means  that  the  Territorial  Army 
can  never  be  an  Army  in  the  true  senso 
of  the  word.  However  long  a  war  may 
last,  however  long  the  Territorial  Force- 
may  remain  embodied,  it  will  never  be 
able  to  defe^id  this  country  without  the 
help  of  Regular.^,  because  it  will  have  lost 
all  semblance  of  being  an  Army. 

Earl  ROBERTS:      If  it   is   only  a 
semblance  it  is  a  sham  Army. 

♦Lord  LUCAS  :  If  that  view  is  to  pre- 
vail the  County  Associations  may  as  well 
be  disbanded  at  once,  and  the  Volunteers 


127 


The 


{LORDS} 


Army. 


128 


be  allowed  to  slip  back  into  the  slough  of  | 
disTgani nation  from  which  wo  are  raising 
them    and    abandon    the     idea    of    a  | 
second  line  Army  to  be  gradually  moulded  ; 
and  trained  so  as  to  be  fit  in  the  great  crisis  | 
of  war  to  defend  this  country  and  to  fight 
side  by  side  with  the  Regulars.     Last 
year  the  noble  Field-Marshal  gave  a  quali- 
fied   blessing    to    this    scheme.     Now, 
when  a  critical  stage  in  its  development 
has  been  reached,   and  every  one  was 
looking  for  a  few  words  of   encourage- 
ment   from    the    noble    Field-Marshal, 
he    passes    this    heavy   sentence    on    a 
yet    imbom    child    because    it    cannot 
carry  out  functions  which  it  was  never 
intended  to  carry  out.     I  can  only  regard 
that  as  likely  to  make  the  task  of  the 
County  Associations  heavier  and  more 
difficult  than  it  is  at  the  present  time. 


Lord  WYNFORD  :  My  Lords,  as  one 
who  has  served  in  the  horse  and  field 
artillery  for  a  period  of  sixteen  years 
I  ask  your  Lordships'  indulgence  while  I 
say  a  few  words  on  this  matter  as  affect- 
ing field  artillery.  Notwithstanding  the 
explanations  which  were  given  by  the 
noble  Earl  the  Under-Secretary  last 
Thursday,  and  by  the  noble  Lord  who 
has  just  sat  down,  I  think  that  this 
Return  which  has  been  the  subject  of 
debate  shows  a  very  unsatisfactory 
state  of  affairs  as  regards  that  branch  of 
the  service.  According  to  this  Return 
we  have  at  the  present  moment  only 
9,800  rank  and  file  Regular  field  artillery- 
men fit  for  service.  Our  expeditionary 
force  will  consist  of  sixty-six  field 
artillery  batteries,  and  their  complement 
at  war  strength  of  rank  and  file,  includ- 
ing brigade  anmxunition  columns  and 
first  line  reinforcements,  is  18,600.  Now 
suppose  we  had  had  to  mobilise  on  Ist 
February  this  year,  and  suppose,  too, 
that  we  had  had  sufficient  special  re- 
servists to  man  divisional  anmiunition 
columns,  we  should  have  had  to  make 
up  the  expeditionary  force  with  8,800 
rank  and  file  Reservists — nearly  half 
the  force — and,  in  addition,  denude  the 
remaining    thirty-three    batteries. 

How,  my  Lords,  can  we  afford  to  de 
duct  from  our  present  number  of  efficient 
men  2,400,  the  number  which  the  Govern- 
ment contemplate    reducing  ?     I   think 

Lord  Lucas. 


the  margin  is  far  too  narrow  already, 
when  we  consider  that  we  have  to  allow 
further  for  reinforcements  to  India  and 
for  the  wastage  of  war,  and,  in  addition 
to  this,  that  our  Reserve  will  be  decreas- 
ing annually.  Are  we  to  infer  that  these 
Special  Reservists  will  be  employed  in 
the  brigade  ammimition  columns  as  well 
as  in  the  divisional  ammunition  columns. 
If  so,  I  think  it  is  dangerous,  as  it  brings 
them  one  step  nearer  the  firing  line,  and  I 
am  of  opinion  that  these  men  will  never 
be  fit  to  take  their  place,  in  the  firing 
line.  They  may  not  be  intended  to  do 
so,  but  they  are  bound  to  as  casualties 
occur,  and  it  must  be  remembered  that 
in  our  latest  experience  of  war  we  had 
no  trained  artillery  opposing  us  and  few 
casualties  to  replace  compared  to  what 
we  may  expect  in  a  campaign  against 
trained  gunners.  The  artillery  of  the 
Special  Contingent  will  prove  useful 
in  the  divisional  ammimition  columns, 
and  I  think  the  country  should  be  grate- 
ful to  Mr.  Haldane  for  this  provision; 
but  to  expect  these  men,  with  six  months' 
or  even  a  year's  training,  to  take  their 
place  in  the  firing  line  is  absurd. 

I  hope  the  noble  and  gallant  Field- 
Marshal  Lord  Roberts  will  not  think  me 
presumptuous,  bearing  in  mind  the  small- 
ness  of  my  experience  compared  to  his, 
when  I  say  that  I  entirely  agree  with  him 
that  partially  trained  artillery  will  only 
be  a  danger  to  their  own  side.  I  have  no 
faith  whatever  in  artillery  which  is  not 
properly  and  fully  trained.  The  noble 
Viscount  Lord  Midleton  referred  in  his 
speech  to  a  lecture  given  by  a  very  able 
officer — Captain  Vincent — at  the  United 
Service  Institution  in  December  last,  and 
he  quoted  some  remarks  made  by  General 
Sir  Ian  Hamilton  at  the  conclusion  of  that 
lecture.  Sir  Ian  Hamilton,  disagreed 
with  an  opinion  expressed  by  the  lecturer, 
but — and  this  is  a  point  I  do  not  think  the 
noble  Viscount  brought  out — ^he  con- 
cluded his  remarks  by  saying  that  be  gave 
his  opinion  merely  as  an  infantry  officer. 
A  battery  in  the  field  is,  or  should  be,  the 
highest  trained  unit  in  our  Army ;  it  is  a 
machine  in  which  each  man  forms  one  of 
many  essential  component  parts,  and  any 
little  mistake  on  the  part  of  one  of  those 
men  may  render  the  whole  machine 
absolutely  useless,  and  mean  disaster  to 
the  force  of  which  it  forms  a  unit. 
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'  In  the  Memoraildum  presented  to  this 
'House  last  Augiist,  entitled  "The  prin- 
ciples to  be  kept  iiT  view  in  training  the 
Territorial  Farce «aftd  Special  Contingent," 
it  is  directed  that  gun  practice  for  the 
Artillery  Special  Contingent  is  to  be 
carried  out  in  four  years  out  of  every  six. 
That  is  very  false  economy ;  but  I  pass 
that  over  because  a  more  important  point 
follows.  The  training  of  specialists  is 
•very  casually  'laid.  down.  These  special- 
ists consist  of  layers,  signitllers,  range- 
takers,  observers,  .  patrols,  etc.  They 
form  a  considerable  portion  of  a  battery 
—in  fact,  nearly.  50  per  cent,  of  the 
gtmneifi  in  the  firing  line.  Now,  these 
specialists  canhot  possibly  be  trained  in 
six  months  with  a  casual  rubbing  up  every 
year  for  fifteen  days.  To  be  of  any 
service  at  all  these  men  require  continual 
iraining.  It  is  of  no  use  saying  that  we 
are  going  to  have  four  or  five  times  as 
many  men.  Five  men  cannot  combine 
their  mental  ability  and  training  at  will 
in  one  of  themslves,  they  cannot  all  look 
through  one  telescope  at  one  time  or  all 
wave  one  flag.'  My  Lords,  too  many 
cooks  spoil  the  broth,  and  it  is  quality  we 
want  rather  than  quantity.  It  is  for  this 
reason  that  I  view  with  much  concern  the 
reduction  of  these  2,400  trained  men  whom 
we  now  have.  We  are  told  they  are  not 
reduced  yet,  and  I  hope  the  Government 
will  see  their  way  to  retain  these  men,  if 
only  on  the  three  years  service  system  as 
suggested  by  the  noble  Viscount  Lord 
Midleton.  We  should  then  have  them 
continually  going  through  the  mill  and 
passing  to  the  Reserve,  having  learnt,  in 
addition  to  their  drill,  those  habits  of 
discipline  which  are  so  essential  to  an 
efiicient  Army. 

There  Ls  a  point  as  regards  the  Special 
Contingent  which  I  do  not  think  has 
been  touched  on  yet.  These  training 
brigades  are  already  being  reduced  to 
mere  skeletons,  and:  I  presume  will  be 
further  reduced  when  there  are  five 
partially  trained  men  to  every  one  of 
those  2,400.  May  I  ask  whether  the 
officers  are  going  to  be  eventually  reduced 
in  the  same  proportions,  and,  if  not, 
how  are  these  Regular  officers,  with 
practically  no  men  and  no  hordes,  to 
keep  themselves  up  to  that  pitch  of 
excellence  which  is  expected  of  them  ? 
If  they  are  to  be  reduced,  is  it  possible 


that  His  Majesty's  Government  intend 
to  replace  each  of  them  by  five  officers 
of  the  Special  Contingent  1  I  have  the 
greatest  admiration  for  those  officers 
of  the  Special  Reserve  Artillery  who 
attempt  to  become  efficient,  but  to  become 
an  efficient  artillery  officer  one  must 
start  young  and  devote  one's  whole 
service  to  it ;  and  I  do  not  see  how  it 
is  possible  for  these  officers,  with  the  best 
will  in  the  world,  to  reach  that  standard 
which  will  enable  them  to  take  their 
place  in  a  battery  on  service.  I  notice, 
however,  that  the  supply  and  training 
of  these  officers  is  still  under  considera- 
tion by  a  Committee  dealing  with  this 
subject,  and  I  shall  look  forward  to  a 
further  Memorandum  at  a  future  date. 
I  would  not  have  addressed  your  Lord- 
ships but  that  I  feel  considerable  mis- 
giving about  the  policy  of  His  Majesty's 
Government  as  regards  the  field  artillery, 
and  I  am  firmly  convinced  that  a  very 
large  majority  of  artillery  officers  hold 
the  same  views  as  myself.  I  must 
apologise  for  going  into  a  few  technical 
details,  but  I  have  endeavoured  to  put 
the  importance  of  this  question  before 
your  Lordships  to  the  best  of  my  ability. 

Lord  RAGLAN :  My  Lords,  I  have 
listened  with  the  greatest  possible  in- 
terest to  the  speeches  that  have  been 
delivered  from  both  sides  of  the  House, 
and  I  venture  to  think  the  noble  Lord 
who  addressed  us  last  from  the  Govern- 
ment Benches  endeavoured  to  do  what 
we  on  this  side  have  tried  to  prevent — 
namely,  to  switch  off  the  discussion  from 
the  Regular  Army  to  a  panegyric  on  a 
force  which  does  not  exist,  and  which, 
in  my  opinion,  never  will  exist,  at  any 
rate  in  the  numbers  the  Secretary  of 
State  imagines.  The  noble  Viscount 
Lord  Midleton  drew  attention  to  three 
matters  of  great  importance :  (1)  The 
loss  of  numbers  in  the  Regular  Army ; 
(2)  the  loss  of  quality ;  and  (3)  the  very 
serious  position  in  which  the  country 
is  now  placed  by  being  deprived  of  all 
assurance  that  there  is  any  military 
approbation  behind  these  changes.  A 
reduction  of  30,000  men  and  500  officers 
would  be  a  serious  question  for  any 
Army  in  the  world,  and  it  is  partixjularly 
so  in  the  case  of  a  small  Army  like  our 
own.  And  when  on  the  top  of  the 
reduction  in  numbers  there  is  a  great 


131 


The 


{LORDS} 


Army. 


132 


fallmg  off  in  quality,  then  the  position 
becomes  dangerous.  The  noble  Earl 
the  Under-Secretary,  in  endeavouring  to 
answer  my  noble  friend,  said  that  this  was 
entirely  my  noble  friend's  fault,  and 
was  due  to  the  introduction  of  the  three 
years  system.  I  cannot  agree  with  that, 
because  a  considerable  time  has  elapsed 
since  the  three  years  system  of  enlistment 
came  to  an  end,  and  there  has  been 
ample  time  to  have  recovered  from  that 
experiment. 

When  we  examine  the  White  Paper 
laid  before  your  Lordships  and  to  which 
the  noble  Viscount  has  drawn  attention, 
we  cannot  fail  to  see  that  the  numbers  of 
the  Regular  Army  have  been  allowed 
to  fall  to  a  very  dangerous  point ;    and 
I  think  it  is  most  imfortunate  that  no 
attempt  seems  to  have  been  made  by  the 
War  Office  to  rectify  this  state  of  things, 
although  they  saw  it  happening.     The 
noble    Earl,    replying   to    the    criticism 
regarding  the  reductions  in  the  artillery, 
said  that  no  reduction  had  been  made  in 
horse   and   field   artillery.    He   avoided 
all    allusion    to    garrison    artillery,    in 
connection  with  which  there  has  been  a 
reduction  of  something  like  5,000  men. 
The    garrison    artillery    are    physically 
and    intellectually    the    picked    soldiers 
of  the  British  Army,  and  as  long  as  you 
have  these  men  behind  the  field  artillery 
it  was  always  possible  to  utilise  them  in 
filling  up  deficiencies.     But  this  reserve 
will  be  lost  to  the  field  artillery  in  the 
future.     I  am  credibly  informed  that  the 
permanent  staff  of  the  Militia  artillery 
is  to  be  very  largely  reduced  if  not  done 
away  with  altogether,  and  I  wish  to  know 
if  this  reduction  is  to  be  over  and  above 
the  present   reduction  or  to  be  part  of 
the  2,400  of  which  we  have  heard   so 
much.     The    noble    Earl    repeated    the 
misleading    statement    with    regard    to 
the  forty-two  batteries  ;    over  and  over 
again   it  has   been   explained  that   the 
fact  that  those  batteries  had  been  but 
recently  raised  had  prevented  them  from 
creating  their  reserve.     Notwithstanding 
that,  however,  the  noble  Earl  repeated 
the  statement  that  such  was  the  state  of 
of  the  Reserve  that  no  more  than  forty- 
two  bjitteries  could  be  raised. 

Lord  Lucas  made  some  attempt  to 
answer  the  very  serious  speech  of  the 
noble   and   gallant   Earl   on   the    cross 
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benches.     I  venture  to  think  that  that 
speech   was    one   of   the    most   serious 
made  in  your  Lordships'  House  for  a 
considerable  time,  and  I  hope  something 
will  yet  be  forthcoming  from  His  Majesty's 
Government  to  mitigate   the   effect  of 
that  speech  and  to  reassure  us  a  little 
more.    Lord    Lucas    said    that    if    the 
noble  and  gallant  Earl  did  not  think  a 
fortnight's  training  sufficient  for  artilleiy, 
how  was  it  possible  to  train  cavalry  and 
infantry    in    that    period  ?     I    venture 
to  think  that  that  part  of  the  noble  Lord's 
speech  was  one  of  the  strongest  indict- 
ments  of   the   Territorial   Force    as  a 
whole.    I  will  not  labour  the  point  of  the 
Territorial   artillery,  for  I  do  not  think 
anything  I  could  say  would  add  to  the 
effect  of  the  very  serious  words  which 
fell  from  the  noble  and  gallant  Field- 
Marshal.    I  have  never  yet  come  across 
any  soldier  who  believes  it  possible  to 
form    batteries    of    artillery    with    the 
absolutely  inadequate  training  proposed. 
Lord  Lucas  made  the  remarlbtble  state- 
ment that  no  previous  attempt  had  been 
made  at  the  organisation  of  the  British 
Army.    My    memory   is   not    quite   so 
short  as  that.    1  remember  the  attempt 
that   was   made   by   my   noble    friend 
below  me  to  organise  the  Army  in  Army 
Corps,    and    the    contempt   which    was 
poured   upon   his  -efforts   by   the   then 
Opposition,  now  His  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment.   Therefore  the  noble  Lord  is  not 
correct  in  saying  that  the  organisation 
of  the  Army  had  not  been  attempted 
before. 

Then  the  noble  Lord  said.it  does  not 
matter  whether  you  disband  battalions, 
because  the  important  thing  is  to  have 
divisions  and  brigades  fuUy  organised 
for  war.  Well,  I  would  much  rather 
have  a  scratch  brigade  composed  of  well- 
organised  battalions  than  I  would  have 
a  well-organised  brigade  composed  en- 
tirely of  scratch  battalions.  I  cannot 
help  thinking  that  that  must  be  the 
inevitable  effect  of  the  new  organisation 
us  proposed  by  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  War.  Lord  Lucas  also  said  that  it 
was  for  this  system  of  organisation  and 
for  this  magnificent  Territorial  Army 
that  we  had  paid  the  price  of  these  re- 
ductions. We  have  paid  the  price,  but 
we  have  not  got  the  article  for  which  we 
liave  paid ;    and  I  have  extreme  doubt 
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whether  we  shall  ever  get  that  article. 
The  noble  Earl  the  Under-Secretary,  in 
the  course  of  his  remarks,  made  some 
reference  to  the  duty  of  the  military 
members  of  the  Army  Council.  I  am 
always  sorry  that  in  these  debates  we 
do  not  have  the  advantage  of  the  presence 
on  the  cross  benches  of  the  noble  Vis- 
count who  was  at  the  head  of  the  cele- 
brated triumvirate  to  which  reference 
has  been  made  in  the  course  of  this 
debate;  because  it  is  possible  for  two 
X>eople  to  read  the  same  passages  and 
arrive  at  exactly  opposite  conclusions  as 
to  what  they  were  intended  to  convey. 
I  am  bound  to  say  that  I  agree  with  the 
noble  Earl  that  if  the  military  members 
are  not  satisfied  with  the  proposals  of 
the  Secretary  of  State,  then  it  is  their 
duty  to  show  their  dissatisfaction  by 
resignation.  That  is  all  very  well, 
but  they  do  not  resign.  The  Army 
Council  appear  to  have  blessed  with 
•equal  imanimity  the  scheme  of  Mr. 
Arnold  -  Forster  and  the  scheme  of 
the  present  Secretary  of  State.  Ttey 
are  complete  changes  in  half  a  dozen 
different  ways,  the  present  scheme  con- 
stituting reversals  of  all  previous  military 
advice  given  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 
After  the  statement  of  the  Under-Secre- 
tary, I  luppose  we  must  assume  that 
these  officers  approve  of  these  kaleido- 
scopic changes,  for  they  do  not  resign. 

In  my  opinion  it  is  the  business  of  the 
Inspector-General  to  act  as  the  auditor 
of  the  nation  in  regard  to  our  land  forces, 
and  the  doctrine  laid  down  by  the  noble 
Earl  the  Under-Secretary  that  the  Re- 
ports of  the  Inspector-General  were  for 
the  private  information  of  the  Army 
Council  is  not  my  idea  of  the  duties  of  an 
auditor.  The  auditor  of  a  company  is 
appointed  by  the  shareholders,  and  it  is 
his  business  to  certify  toHhe  accuracy  of 
the  accounts.  What  would  be  said  of  a 
company  who  contended  that  the  auditor 
was  the  servant  of,  and  worked  under, 
the  directors,  and  that  his  report  on  the 
state  of  the  company  was  entirely  for 
the  private  ear  of  the  directors  ?  That 
seems  to  me  to  be  the  War  Office  idea 
of  an  auditor.  All  I  can  say  is  that  it  is 
not  mine.  We  have  paid  the  price ; 
there  have  been  destroyed  30,000  men  of 
the  Regular  Army,  and  90,000  of  the 
Militia ;   what  are  we  going  to  get  for  it  ? 

VOL.  CLXXXVI.   [Fourth  Series.] 


We  have  got  nominally  a  saving  of 
£1,000,000.  Will  any  one  on  the  Treas- 
ury  Bench  assure  me  that  that  £1,000,000 
has  not  been .  obtained  by  starving  the 
stores  ?  Are  the  mobilisation  stores  in 
a  complete  state  ?  Is  there  any  surplus 
ammunition  ?  We  have  paid  the  price ; 
are  we  ever  going  to  get  the  article  ? 

Lord  LOVAT  :  My  Lords,  I  would 
like  to  occupy  a  few  moments  of  your 
Lordships'  time  to  call  attention  to  one 
or  two  points  on  which  we  differ  from 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  War,  It 
has  been  inferred  from  the  other  side 
of  the  House  that  we  have  changed 
our  opinion  on  the  subject  of  the  Terri- 
torial Army,  and  that  what  we  backed 
at  one  period  we  now  condemn.  I 
think  the  boot  is  on  the  other  foot, 
and  that  some  of  the  promises  in  regard 
to  training  and  organisation  which  were 
held  out  when  the  Territorial  Army 
was  being  thought  of  have  not 
materialised.  On  the  subject  of  training 
I  do  not  think  it  is  necessary  to  say 
anything  as  regards  the  artillery,  because 
that  point  has  been  admirably  dealt 
with  by  my  noble  friend  on  my  right. 

As  regards  the  Yeomanry,   we  were 
told  that  enormous  strides  were  to  be 
made  in  the  matter  of  training,  but  I 
maintain  that  the  Yeomanry  now  will 
not  be  as  well  trained  as  under  the  old 
state    of    things.    As    to    mobilisation, 
one   of  the   reasons  why   we   were   all 
anzious  to  see  the  scheme  come  into 
operation   was   that   we   felt   that   the 
question  of  mobilisation  was  going  to 
be  definitely  tackled.    Many  noble  Lords 
twitted  the  late  Government  with  the 
fact  that,  although  a  mobilisation  scheme 
was   promised   every   year,    no   scheme 
arrived.    Not  only  have  we  not  got  a 
mobilisation    scheme    now,    but    I    do 
not  think  we  have  any  chlance  of  ever 
getting  one.     May  I  give  your  Lordships 
a   statement   of  what   the   mobilisation 
arrangements   are  ?     The   other   day   a 
document  was  received  by  the  County 
Associations  to  the  effect  that  the  Army 
Council  consider  it  most  important  that 
the  Territorial  Force  should  not,  in  the 
event  of  a  general  or  partial  mobilisat'on, 
start  their  horse  purchasing  operations 
until    the    units    of    the    expeditionary 
force    nave    been   completed    with    the 
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torses  required.  That  means  that  the 
mobilisation  of  the  Territorial  Army 
cannot  begin  until  the  whole  of  the 
horses  of  the  expeditionary  force  are 
purchased.  It  is  no  good  mobilising 
an  Army  without  horses,  and  if  you 
•have  to  wait  until  the  whole  of  the 
59,000  horses  required  for  the  expedi- 
tionary force  have  been  procured,  how 
can  you  say  that  any  advance  in  regard 
to  mobilisation  has  been  made  ?  Yet, 
as  I  have  said,  one  of  the  reasons  why 
many  persons  have  been  anxious  to  see 
the  new  scheme  put  into  operation  was 
precisely  their  belief  that  the  mobilisa- 
tion question  was  to  be  definitely  tackled. 

We  were  told  that  the  deficiency  of 
from  8,000  to  11,000  officers  was  going 
to  be  dealt  with,  and  £50,000  was  put 
into  last  year's  Estimates  in  connection 
with  the  matt<3r.  1  believe,  however, 
that  not  a  farthing  of  that  money  has 
been  spent  on  officers,  apirt  from  the 
expenses  of  the  Commissioners  who  sat 
to  elaborate  a  scheme.  Then  I  under- 
stand that  the  whole  of  the  benefit  of  the 
scheme  which  was  formulated  was  cut 
out  by  reducing  the  pay  the  officers 
were  to  get.  I  speak  as  one  who  is  a 
believer  in  the  Tentorial  Scheme  if  it 
is  given  a  chance.  If  it  is  going  to  be 
starved  for  money  I  do  not  believe  in  it. 
I  fear  that  at  the  present  moment  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  is  looking, 
not  to  those  who  are  backing  up  his 
scheme  and  trying  to  carry  it  through — 
and  none  are  more  prominent  in  this 
direction  than  Members  of  your  Lord- 
ships' House — but  to  the  extreme  Left 
of  his  own  Party.  But  is  he  getting 
much  help  there  ?  Are  the  trade  unions 
coming  forward  to  give  him  the  men  ? 
I  doubt  it.  If  Mr.  Haldjjno  wishes  to 
cam'  out  his  organisutioii  :iid  get  his  ' 
men  he  would  surely  do  Ix^Uer  to  look  j 
to  those  who  have  helped  him. 

There  is  another  point  on  which  we 
have  a  difference  with  tlir  Secretary 
of  State.  I  refer  to  the  promise  which 
was  given  that  nothing  should  be  taken 
away  until  some  definit.'  substitute 
could  be  put  in  its  place.  1  aj^Tco  with 
the  noble  Lord  opposite  jis  n^gards  the 
deplorable  state  in  point  '^f  numbers 
of  the  British  Army  at  the  j):esent  time. 
There  is  some  limit  to  thti  p  wer  of  men 
serving    with    the    colours     to    absorb 
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Reservists  and  keep  up  the  efficiency 
of  the  unit  as  a  whole,  and  the  only  clam 
who  could  give  trustworthy  informatioD 
on  this  matter — the  captain  or  subaltern 
of  a  regiment — was  not  represented  by 
the  witnesses  called  before  the  Elgin 
Commission.  If  inquiries  were  made 
among  that  class  it  would  probably 
be  found  that  the  opinion  is  thiftt  when 
a  limit  of  50  per  cent,  is  passed  the 
decrease  of  efficiency  goes  down  at  a 
rate  which  is  geometrical  lather  than 
arithmetical.  Then,  as  regards  the  ques- 
tion of  the  numbers  in  a  battalion  and 
the  efficiency  of  each  unit  at  war  strength, 
what  is  important  is  not  only  their 
value  j)er  se,  but  as  compared  to,  say, 
the  most  efficient  imit  of  the  German 
Army.  After  all,  the  point  of  considera* 
tion  in  regard  to  a  battalion  at  war 
strength  is  that  it  has  to  fight  somebody, 
and  therefore,  it  is  reasonable  to  ask 
how  those  men  could  compete  ^ith 
battalions  they  may  have  to  face. 

In  the  German  Army  all  the  men 
join  after  their  twentieth  year — ^from 
twenty  to  twenty-three  years  of  age. 
The  battalions  on  a  peace  basis  are  from 
590  to  630,  and  in  one  case,  that  of  the 
rifles,  from  630  to  683.  Then  they  have 
men  who  have  done  their  term  with  the 
colours,  and  go  on  and  serve  as  sort 
of  minor  non-commissioned  officeis,  and 
they  add  to  the  efficiency  of  the  corps. 
Then  they  have  their  Reservists;  they 
are  not  brought  out  in  driblets  to  be 
trained,  but  345,000  are  brought  out 
in  the  year.  These  matters  are 
thoroughly  gone  into  in  Germany  and 
not  left  to  chance.  Moreover,  they  have 
added  enormously  to  their  number  of 
subalterns  and  have  excellent  classes  for 
training  them.  If  one  of  our  attenuated 
battalions  was  asked  to  compete  against 
a  German  battalion,  can  you  expect 
them  to  meet  on  anjrthing  like  equal 
terms  ?  I  do  not  wish  to  touch  on  the 
subject  of  the  artillery,  but  there  is  one 
question  I  should  like  to  ask  regarding 
the  actual  conditions  imder  which  the 
Regular  Artillery  is  trained.  The  ar- 
tillery officers  tell  me  they  have  only 
sixty  horses  per  battery.  Yet  our  ar^ 
tillery  is  the  most  essential  part  of  our 
forces.  I  understand  from  a  statement 
made  in  another  place  by  Sir  CSharles 
Dilke,  who  is  always  well  informed  on 
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Army  afiairs,  that  our  horses*  have  gone 
down  by  some  800  as  compared  with  last 
year,  and  from  what  one  hears  it  is  clear 
that  1,500  artillery  horses  arc  long 
passed  casting  age. 


There  is  one  other  point  to  which  I 
should  like  to  refer.  The  Secretary  of 
State  for  War,  speaking  in  another 
place,  said  that  in  certain  circumstances 
we  might  require  two  divisions  for  service 
at  home  in  case  of  invasion.  That  would 
at  once  lower  the  expeditionary  force, 
but  the  statement  shows  that  we  are  at 
last  approaching  some  point  of  sanity 
on  the  subject  of  the  possibility  of 
invasion.  We  have  arrived  at  »  point 
when,  apparently,  the  possibility  of 
invasion  is  to  be  believed  in.  Then 
we  have  been  told  that  we  cannot  eipect 
the  Territorial  Force  to  be  ready  at  once 
to  act.  I  believe,  however,  that  the 
infantry  and  cavalry  could  give  a  very 
good  account  of  themselves.  After  all, 
the  question  is  whether  the  force  will 
be  sufficient,  with  its  small  battalions 
and  artillery  not  trained,  to  cope  with 
the  possibility  of  an  invasion.  I  venture 
to  think  that  His  Majesty's  Qovermnent 
are  incurring  a  grave  danger  by  taking 
a  single  man  off  the  Regular  Army,  or 
reducing  a  single  imit,  whether  Territorial 
or  Regular. 


Lord  HARRIS:  My  Lords,  I  hope 
that  before  this  debate  closes,  or  at  some 
early  date,  we  may  get  some  more 
satisfactory  reply  from  the  (Jovemment 
to  the  criticisms  of  the  noble  and  gallant 
Earl  on  the  cross  benches,  with  regard 
to  the  use  of  the  Territorial  Artillery. 
I  am  sure  we  must  all  sympathise  with 
the  noble  Lord  on  the  back  benches 
opposite.  Lord  Lucas.  The  noble  Lord 
complained  of  the  change  as  regards  the 
treatment  of  this  beloved  child  of  the 
present  Secretary  of  State  for  War, 
which,  he  said,  started  on  its  career  with 
80  many  congratulations  last  year,  but 
now  suddenly,  at  a  most  critical  period 
of  its  existence,  found  itself  severely 
criticised.  The  noble  Lord's  evident 
enthusiasm  for  the  scheme  arouses  one's 
sympathy ;  but  I  hope  he  will  not  think 
me  imcomplimentary  if  I  say  that  his 
answer  to  the  criticisms  of  the  noble  and 
gallant  Field-Marshall  was  a  feeble  oee- 
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The  noble  Lord  fell  back  upon  the 
Report  of  the  Norfolk  Commission,  who 
stated  that  our  Auxiliary  forces  were  not 
fit  to  be  put  in  the  field  against  first-class 
troops.  He  fell  back  upon  that  as  an 
excuse  for  not  improving  the  Auxiliary 
Army  at  all.  If  the  noble  Lord  thinks 
that,  as  regards  the  training  of  troops 
and  their  use  in  the  field,  any  orders  that 
have  been  issued  are  going  to  change  the 
character  of  the  Auxiliary  Army,  I  can 
assure  him  he  is  very  much  mistaken. 
There  is  not  a  single  order  that  has  been 
issued  that  is  going  to  alter  one  iota 
the  character  or  utility,  as  far  as  units 
go,  of  the  present  Auxiliary  Army.  In 
fact,  in  one  small-  point  their  efficiency  is 
likely  to  be  reduced.  The  Secretary  of 
State  is  being  criticised  by  his  own  Party 
for  being  extravagant  in  regard  to  the 
Territorial  Army.  Well,  he  has  effected 
one  or  two  small  economies.  He  has 
cut  down  the  Yeomanry  by  a  day,  and 
though  a  field  officer  is  entitled  to  forage 
for  three  or  four  horses  he  will  only  get 
railway  carriage  for  one,  so  that  he  will 
be  discouraged  from  bringing  more  than 
one  horse. 

I  protest  against  the  idea  that,  at  any 
rate,  two  branches  of  the  Territorial  Army 
are  of  no  use  in  case  of  sudden  attack. 
That  may  have  been  said  by  the  Norfolk 
Commission,  but  I  do  not  agree  with  it. 
I  maintain  that  a  Yeomanry  regiment, 
composed  of  men  who  can  ride  and  shoot 
and  look  after  horses  in  camp,  would  be 
of  use  even  in  a  sudden  emergency. 
What  chance  under  the  present  scheme 
has  the  War  Office  of  horsing  either 
the  Territorial  Artillery  or  tbe  Yeomanry 
in  case  of  sudden  engagement  ?  I  pro- 
test against  the  noble  Lord's  assertion 
that  the  Territorial  Army  is  not  meant 
for  the  purpose  of  resisting  sudden  in- 
vasion. Why,  the  whole  object  of  raising 
the  Yeomanry  and  the  Volunteers  was 
to  resist  sudden  invasion,  and  the  condi- 
tions of  service  show  that  that  was  the 
intention.  To  suggest  now  that  this 
Auxiliary  Army  has  never  been  of  any 
use  for  the  defence  of  the  country  and 
that  the  Territorial  Army  is  going  to  be 
of  use,  is  an  assumption  in  favour  of 
the  scheme  of  the  War  Office  which  I 
most  decidedly  refuse  to  accept. 

I    remember    asking    Lord    Wolseley 
whf  t  he  would  do  in  the  event  of  a  sudden 
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raid  on  the  shores  of  England,  and  he 
replied — 

"  I  would  pour  Volunteers  on  them." 

That  would  be  the  use  of  these  bodies  all 
round  the  coast.  They  could  be  on  the 
spot  quicker  than  Regular  troops  in  a 
great  many  cases.  I  ask  what  are  the 
chances  at  the  present  moment  of  the 
War  Office  being  able  to  horse  either  the 
Territorial  batteries  or  the  Yeomanry  1 
The  instructions  we  have  received,  one  of 
which  was  referred  to  by  my  noble  friend 
Lord  Lovat,  show  that  we  are  to  do 
nothing.  I  have  never  been  a  believer 
in  the  County  Associations.  The  War 
Office  could  have  done  everything  by 
Royal  Warrant ;  they  had  no  occasion 
to  set  up  any  of  these  petty  War  Offices. 
I  hold  His  Majesty's  Commission,  and  it 
is  my  business  to  carry  out  orders  and  try 
to  make  a  success  of  this  scheme.  One 
order  issued  is  that  we  are  to  do  nothing 
with  regard  to  horses  imtil  the  Army  is 
satisfied.  That  is  discouraging,  and  I 
hope  we  may  receive  some  instructions 
from  the  War  Office  which  would  enable 
us  to  set  about  a  practical  scheme  of 
registration  for  the  mounted  branches  of 
the  Territorial  Army.  I  believe  it  would 
be  perfectly  feasible  without  interfering 
with  what  the  Regular  Army  may  want. 
I  believe  it  would  be  feasible  for  the 
Association  to  set  on  foot  within  its  own 
area  a  scheme  which  would  not  be  ex- 
pensive, but  would  enable  officers  com- 
manding mounted  units  to  lay  their  hands  ! 
upon  the  horses  that  are  wanted  in  so 
short  a  space  of  time  that  their  units  could  j 
be  mobilised  and  put  into  the  field  at  least  j 
two  days  quicker  than  under  the  present  ] 
mobilisation  orders  of  the  War  Office.         I 


♦The  Marquess   of  LANSDOWNE  : 

My  Lords,  the  debate  which  has  been 
continued  to-night  from  last  week  must, 
I  think,  be  regarded  by  most  of  your 
Lordships,  and  I  think  it  will  be  so  re- 
garded by  the  public  outside,  as  distinctly 
discouraginp.  I  share  the  hope  expressed 
by  my  noble  friend  who  has  just  sat 
down  that  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies,  who  has  tome  expert  knowledge 
of  Army  matters,  will  be  able  to  give  us 
information  more  satisfactory  than  that 
which  ve  have  up  to  the  present  moment 
been  able  to  elicit  from  the  representatives 
of  His  Majesty's  Government. 

Lord  Harris, 


I  am  not  going  to  travel  again  in  detiH 
over  the  points  which  have  been  so 
well  dealt  with  by  my  noble  friends 
behind  me.  Some  of  their  commentB 
have  not  been  traversed,  and  are  not 
likely  to  be  traversed.  There  is,  in  the 
first  place,  the  question  of  the  reduction 
of  the  strength  of  the  Regular  Army. 
It  is  admitted  that  the  Army  has  been 
weakened  by  something  like  36,000 
men,  including  500  officers  and  some 
2,000  or  3,000  non-commissioned  officers, 
and  that  nine  or  ten  valuable  units 
disappear  from  the  Army  List.  The 
noble  Lord  who  spoke  from  the  second 
bench  opposite  in  support  of  the  Wsi 
Office  said  that  these  reductions  most  be 
considered  with  reference  to  the  idiole 
scheme  of  Army  reform,  and  we  are 
quite  ready  to  consider  them  with 
reference  to  the  whole  scheme ;  our 
object  is  to  look  about  and  see  in 
what  part  of  the  scheme  we  are  to  find 
compensation  for  this  undoubted  weaken- 
ing cf  the  fighting  strength  of  the 
Army. 

TLen  there  is  the  reduction  of  the 
establishments  of  the  home  battalions 
from  800  to  720  men.  The  noble  Lord  who 
spoke  for  the  Government  told  islhat  we 
ought  not  to  fix  our  attention  too  much 
on  single  units,  that  the  value  of  a  single 
unit  is  a  very  indefinite  thing,  and  that 
the  reduction  of  the  unit  beyond  a  certain 
number  of  men  does  not  after  all  matter 
very  much.  I  recall  a  statement  made 
by  the  Under-Secretary  the  other  evening 
when  he  gave  us  much  valuable  informa- 
tion as  to  the  duties  and  functions  of  the 
home  battalions,  of  which  he  spoke  with 
thorough  knowledge.  These  home  bat- 
talions have  to  supply  drafts  to  the 
battaUons  abroad,  they  have  to  train 
men,  and  have  on  occasion  to  appear 
in  the  rdle  of  fighting  units  when  duly 
reinforced  by  their  proper  quota 
of  Army  Reservists.  These  are  very 
heavy  duties,  and  I  have  always  believed 
that  if  you  impose  them  on  a  battalion 
of  insufficient  strength,  you  run  a  fair 
chance  of  breaking  the  heart  of  the 
battalion.  We  were,  at  any  rate,  firmly 
convinced  that  an  increase  in  the 
strength  of  these  battalions  was  essential, 
and  I  very  much  regret  that  His 
Majesty's  Government  propose  to  undo 
what  we  did.  ^   ^  , 
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The  Earl  of  PORTSMOUTH:  I 
am  sorry  to  interrupt  the  noble  Marquess, 
but  I  stated  distinctly,  in  the  course 
of  my  speech,  that  upon  this  question 
the  Grovernment  were  quite  prepared 
for  reconsideration,  and,  if  necessiry, 
for  increase  of  the  establishment  when 
recruiting  became  normal  again. 

♦The  Marquess  of  LAN8D0WNE : 
I  was  about  to  refer  to  that.  I  under- 
stand from  the  noble  Earl  that  the 
Government  are  not  wholly  committed  to 
thifl  reduction,and  th "  t  when  the  prospects 
of  recruiting  become  better,  the  War 
Office,  with  an  open  mind,  will  be  pre- 
pared to  consider  a  return  to  the  old 
strength.  I  am  glad  to  have  elicited  that 
statement  from  my  noble  friend.  There 
is  another  mitter,  upon  which  I  do  not 
wish  to  dwell  too  much,  and  that  is  the 
effect  of  these  reductions  on  the  strength 
of  the  Army  Reserve.  The  Commission 
presided  over  by  the  noble  Earl  opposite 
was,  if  I  remember  right,  emphatic  as 
to  the  need  of  a  strong  Reserve  and  as  to 
the  value  of  these  Army  Reservists  when 
they  took  their  place  in  the  battalions 
which  we  sent  out  to  South  Africa.  I 
therefore  greatly  regret  any  changes 
which  will  tend  in  the  direction  of  reduc- 
ing the  strength  of  that  Reserve.  It  is 
quite  true  that  at  the  present  moment 
the  Reserve  is  very  strong,  but  we 
have  to  look  ahead  to  the  time  when  the 
three  years  men  brought  in  by  my  noble 
friend  behind  me  will  terminate  their  period 
of  service  t  nd  when  the  strength  of  the 
Reserves  must  drop  suddenly  and  to  a 
very  marked  extent.  All  the  changes 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  War  is  intro- 
ducing tend,  and  must  tend,  to  reduce 
the  Reserves.  The  matter  is  capable  of 
mathematical  demonstration,  you  cannot 
have  weaker  units  and  fewer  units  with 
a  longer  term  of  colour  service  with- 
out automatically  weakening  the  Reserve- 
producing  power  of  those  units. 

We  are  told  to  look  for  compensation 
to  the  new  Special  Reserve  which  His 
Majesty's  Government  will  call  into 
existence,  bit  the  statements  to  which 
I  have  listened  with  regard  to  the  Special 
Reserve,  I  must  say,  fill  me  with  con- 
siderable misgiving.  In  point  of  num- 
bers,   they   will   be   fewer  than   the   old 


Militia,  and  what  will  they  be  in  point 
of  quality  ?  Their  functions  will  be  to 
fe<Hi  the  Line,  for  which  they  will  require 
some  10,000  men  per  annum ;  they  will 
have  to  make  good  the  wastage  of  the 
Reserve,  which  will  require  about  11,000 
men  annually  ;  and,  in  addition  to  these 
functions,  they  are  expected  to  maintain 
a  somewhat  precarious  existence  as  a  unit 
of  a  kind. 

And  what  kind  of  a  unit  will 
they  be,  recruited  as  they  are  to  be 
le  raited  ?  The  best  men  will  pass 
out,  and  there  will  remiin  in  the  battalion 
a  residuum  of  the  least  fit  of  the  lads 
who  enter.  Besides  this,  you  are  going, 
I  understand,  to  get  rid  of  all  the  men 
over  thirty,  a  change  which  will  still 
further  add  to  the  youth  of  these  so- 
called  battalions.  When  I  am  told  to 
look  for  compensation  to  the  Speci  r 
Reserve,  I  ask  myself  what  sort  of  re- 
cruits will  the  Speci  ii  Reserve  pour  into 
the  fighting  line  in  the  place  of  the  seven 
years  men,  thoroughly  trained,  seasoned 
and  disciplined,  to  whom  we  we:e  accus- 
tomed in  the  pasti  The  Secretary  of 
State  for  War  has  told  the  public  that, 
the  fighting  first  line  of  the  Army  is  now 
organised  as  it  has  never  been  organised 
before,  and  that  when,  in  time  of  need, 
a  great  commander  steps  forward  he  wilt 
find  an  instrument  to  his  hand  at  least 
scientifically  more  perfect  than  it  has 
ever  been  before.  Well,  I  do  not  know 
what  may  be  the  scientific  perfection  of 
the  instrument,  but  when  I  consider  its 
practical  value  I  fail  to  see  how  there  is  a 
great  improvement  on  the  instrument 
we  have  known  in  the  past. 

I  wish  in  particular  to  say  a  few 
words  on  the  subject  of  the  artillery. 
When  the  Government  of  the  late  liord 
Salisbury  were  in  power  the  question 
of  the  artillery  was  very  carefuUy  con- 
sidered by  His  Majesty's  then  advisers. 
Before  the  South  African  War  we  had 
added  fifteen  batteries,  and  by  the  time 
we  went  out  of  office  we,  had  added  in 
round  figures,  about  sixty.  I  know  I  shall 
be  told  that  the^e  batteries  thus  suddenly 
called  into  existence  were  without  their 
full  complement  of  Reserves  and  that  con- 
sequently it  was  impossible  to  mobilise 
them.  But  no  one  ever  pretended  that 
you  could  call  a  battery  of  artillery  with 
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the  necessary  Reserves  into  existence  by  a 

mere  stroke  of  the  pen,  any  more  than 

His  Majesty's  Government  can  call  a  new 

Territorial  Army  and  a  Special  Reserve    than  useless 

into    existence  by  merely  preparing   a 

p^per  scheme  for  the  purpose. 


I  was  rather  amused  when  the  lender- 
Secretary  revealed  to.  us  as  a  new  dis- 
covery   that    the    proper    complement 
of    guns    was     five     to 
men.     The    disco\erv    is 


that  will  prevail  you  will  attain  that 

degree  of  efficiency  without  which  artillery 

is   not   only  useless,   but   much   worse 

The  speech  of  the  noble 

and    gallant    Field-Marshal    holds    the 

field.    Lord    Lucas    treated    my    noble 

and    gallant    friend    not    quite    fairly, 

because  he  represented  him  as  having 

denounced  the  whole  Territorial  Force, 

lock,  stock,  and  barrel.     But,  if  I  re- 

every    1,000  i  member  aright,  my  noblo  friend  went  out 

a    very    old  'of  his  way  to  express  his  obligation  to 


one.  I  have  in  my  possession  a  copy  \  Mr.  Haldane  for  having  created  the 
of  a  Minute  which  I  prepared  for  Lord  |  Territorial  Force,  and  it  was  only  with 
Salisbury's  Government,  in  which  I !  regard  to  the  artillery  of  that  force  that 
applied — advised  by  Lord  Wolseley  who  \  he  spoke  strongly.  My  noble  friend 
was  then  Commander-in-Chief — for  the  I  voiced  the  general  uneasiness  of  the 
increase  of  artillery  to  which  I  just  now  |  public  in  regard  to  this  question,  and 
referred,  upon  the  ground  that  it  was  ;  he  voiced,  not  only  that,  but  I  believe 
necessary,  in  order  to  give  us  the  very  i  the  unanimous  opinion  of  every  oflBcer 
proportion  of  five  guns  per  1,000  men    who  has  ever  made  public  his  view  with 


which  apparently  now  finds  favour 
with  the  military  advisers  of  the  Crown. 
We  instituted  this  important  increase 
of  artillery,  and  I  cannot  help  regarding 
it  as  most  unfortunate  that  a  large 
proportion  of  the  batteries  then  added 
to  the  artillery  are  now  to  be  reduced 
to  mere  training  batteries  with  only  two 
guns  apiece.  I  understand  there  are  to 
be  something  like  forty  men  per  battery, 
and  the  gaps  are  to  be  filled  up  by  men 
trained  on  a  Militia  basis,  who  must 
naturally  be  unfit  to  take  the  place  of 
skilled  men  in  the  field. 

I  will  not  refer  to  the  matter  further, 
for  it  has  been  thoroughly  dealt  with  by 
Lord  Wynford,  who  has  addressed  us 
this  evening  for  the  first  time  with  a 
knowledge  of  the  subject  derived  from 
the  fact  that  he  had  for  some  time  the 
honour  of  holding  a  Commission  in  the 
Royal  Artillery;  but  I  desire  to  say  a 
few  words  in  regard  to  the  artillery  of  the 


regard  to  the  artillery  question,  and  of 
every  soldier  of  eminence,  from  Napoleon 
I.  down  to  the  present  Army  CounciL 

WTiat  was  the  noble  and  galla,nt 
Earl's  description  of  the  Territorial 
Artillery  ?  He  said  that,  even  if  we 
could  get  them  and  mobilise  them^  in 
time,  they  would  be  useless  against 
professional  troops.  Surely  we  must 
make  our  calculations  on  the  assumption 
that  it  is  professional  troops  that  they 
will  be  called  upon  to  me^t.  But  I 
may  be  told  that  after  all  this  Territorial 
Artillery  is  the  best  that  we  can  get 
and  that  we  must  be  grateful  for  it,  and 
that  they  will  make  up  in  point  of  num- 
ber for  what  they  lack  in  point  of  quality. 
1  am  afraid  that  that  statement  cannot 
be  reconciled  with  the  statement  of  .the 
noble  and  gallant  Field-Marshal;  for 
he  told  us  that  not  only  would  these 
insufficiently  trained  artillerists  be  use- 
less, but  that  they  would  be  a  source 
Territorial  Army.  I  understand  that !  of  positive  danger"  to  those  with  whom 
the  same  proportion  of  five  guns  per  i  they  serve.  And  he  went  so  far  as  to  fay 
1,000  men  is  to  obtain  in  the  Territorial  \  that  the  penalty  they  would  pay  in  action 
Army,  and  that  196  batteries  of  artillery  i  for  their  want  of  sufficient  training 
are  to  be  created.  I  can  only  describe  and  discipline  would  be  the  penalty  of 
this  as  a  most  tremendous  pluuge.  Are  '  annihilation.  That  is  a  serious  statement 
we  sure  that  we  can  get  the  men  ?  Are  ,  coming  from  so  high  an  authority,  and  we 
we  going  to  get  officers  ?  Are  we  sure  of  have  a  right  to  ask  whether  that  state- 
getting  horses  ?  Are  there  reasonable  i  mcnt  is  seriously  challenged,  and,  if  so, 
grounds  for  believiim  that  ranges  will  be    on  what  authority  it  is  challenged.    All 


available  ?  And  when  you  have  got  all 
these  things,  are  there  sufficient  reasons 
for  believing  that  under  the  conditions 

The  Marquess  of  Lansdowne. 


thit  I  and  my  friends,  who  have  also 
served  at  the  War  Office,  can  say  on  that 
point  is  that  our  military  'advisers  gave  us 
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a  clear  and  unambiguous  opinion  on  the  i 
value  of  this^partially  trained  artillery. 

Unless  the  noble  Earl's  statement  can 
be  challenged,  and  unless  the  impression 
which  that  statement  created  can  be  re- 
moved, then  I  venture  to  say  that  His 
Majesty's  Government  can  scarcely  do 
otherwise  than  reconsider  their  whole 
position  with  regard  to  this  question  of 
the  Territorial  Artillery.  I  say  that  they 
should  do  so  not  only  because  it  is  due  to 
the  public  generally,  but  because  they  are 
bound  to  do  it  in  fairness  to  the  County 
Associations  which  they  have  called  into 
existence  all  over  the  country.  You  have 
given  these  County  Associations  a  very 
hard  task,  but  the  hardest  nut  you  have 
given  them  to  crack  is  this  formation  of 
batteries  of  artillery.  If  they  are  to 
approach  that  task  without  a  reasonable 
prospect  of  success,  I  say  you  are  im- 
posing on  them  a  burden  which  you  ought 
not  to  ask  them  to  bear.  I  can  scarcely 
resist  repeating  a  conversation  which  I 
had  the  other  day  with  a  friend  of  mine  to 
whom  it  was  suggested  that  he  might  aid  ^ 
a  County  Association,  with  which  I  am  \ 
connected,  in  raising  artillery.  He  [ 
said — 

"  I  will  do  anything  that  the  Association  asks 
me  to  do ;  but  if  you  ask  me  to  raise  artillery, 
I  cannot  help  as^n^  myself  what  kind  of  artil- 
lery I  am  likely  to  be  able  to  raise  in  this  part 
of  England,  and  whether  I  may  not  produce 
something  which  is  of  no  value." 

That  feeling  prevails  in  many  parts  of  the 
country. 

The  Secretary  of  State  for  War  the 
other  day  announced  that  it  was  im- 
possible to  put  heart  into  the  Territorial 
Forces  unless  we  showed  that  we  relied  on 
them  for  all  arms  of  the  Servico.  I  think 
that  is  a  statement  that  requires  careful 
examination.  I  endeavour  to  project  my 
mind  into  the  future  and  to  imagine  a 
body  of  Territorial  troops  engaged  with  the 
«nemy,  and  I  ask  myself  whether  it  would 
put  more  heart  iiito  them  to  know  that 
they  were  supported  by,  let  us  say,  a 
brigade  of  Regular  Artillery,  or,  let  us  say, 
by  two  brigades  of  the  home-made  article. 
I  will  ask  a  question  on  this  point.  Are 
noble  Lords  opposite  able  to  point  to  any 
foreign  country  in  wliich  an  experiment 
anything  like  this  is  being  tried  ?  I 
thmk  I  can  tell  them  of  one,  if  not  of  two 
cases,   which  scarcely  fit  in   with  their 


theory.  I  am  told  on  what  I  believe  to 
be  good  authority  that  in  Austria  it  has 
been  thought  desirable  lately,  to  attach 
Regular  Artillery  to  the  Territorial  troops, 
and  I  am  told  that  in  Switzerland  the 
artillery  has  lately  been  taken  away  from  ' 
the  Cantons  and  placed  under  the  Federal 
Government  for  the  reason  that  the 
Cantonal  Artillery  was  thought  to  be  not 
sufficiently  trained  or  qualified 

I  am  not  going  to  suggest  to  His 
Majesty's  Grovemment  that  they  should 
drop  their  scheme.  But  what  I  do . 
suggest,  and  earnestly  beg  that  they 
will  take  into  consideration,  is  that 
before  they  commit  themselves  be- 
yond recall  to  this  colossal  project  of 
raising  196  batteries  of  Territorial 
Artillery,  they  will  try  the  experiment 
in  a  few  carefully  selected  districts. 
If  it  succeeds,  by  all  means  let  them  push 
the  experiment  further,  and  no  one  will 
be  better  pleased  than  the  noble  and 
gallant  Field-Marshal  if  he  finds  that 
his  anticipations  are  mistaken. 

There  is  only  one  other  point  on  which 
I  need  say  anything  more.  My  noble 
friend  has  moved  for  Papers.  The  Under- 
Secretary  gave  a  two-fold  answer.  He 
said,  in  the  first  place,  that  he  would  not 
produce  the  Papers,  and,  in  the  second 
place,  that  there  were  no  Papers  to 
produce.  He  said  that  there  were  no 
decisions,  no  records,  and  no  minutes. 

The  Earl  of  PORTSMOUTH:  I 
said  that  the  matter  was  discussed  at  a 
meeting  of  the  Army  Council,  but  that 
there  were  no  minutes. 

♦The  Marquess  of  LANSDOWNE  :  If 
there  is  no  oflGlcial  document  which 
can  be  given  to  the  House,  is  it  impossible 
for  the  noble  Earl  to  find  some  means  at 
any  rate  of  informing  the  public  how  it 
is  that  this  tremendous  revolution  in 
military  opinion  has  been  produced  ? 
If  there  are  grounds  for  such  a  complete 
departure  from  the  old  traditions,  let 
the  public  know  them,  and,  above  all, 
let  the  County  Associations  know  what 
the  grounds  are. 

As*  for  the  Report  of  the  In- 
spector-General, of  course  if  that  is  a 
privileged  document  we  shall  not  press 
for  its  production.  But  there,  again, 
I  must  say,  that  it  seems  to  me  a  little 
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hard  that  nothing  should  be  given 
to  Parliament  and  the  public.  I  a  k 
you  to  remember  that  the  appoint- 
ment of  an  Inspector-General,  who  was 
to  be  regarded  as  the  Auditor-General 
of  the  public  in  regard  to  military  ques- 
tions, took  place  concurrently  with  the 
abolition  of  the  appointment  of  Com- 
mander-in-Chief. In  the  distribution 
of  duties  that  prevailed  before  that 
abolition,  the  Commander-in-Chief  was 
entrusted  with  the  general  command  and 
inspection  of  the  Forces.  The  Com- 
mander-in-Chief was  usually  a  Member 
of  this  House.  He  frequently  took 
part  in  our  discussions,  and  it 
was  always  possible  for  him  to  re- 
assure the  public,  or  perhaps  some- 
times to  alarm  the  public,  if  he  thought 
it  necessary.  But  the  Inspector- General 
is  a  much  more  remote  and  impalpable 
person,  and  if  we  are  to  get  nothing  from 
him,  I  do  think  that  those  who  take 
an  interest  in  the  efficiency  of  the  Army 
have  some  cause  to  complain.  At  any 
rate,  I  trust  that  some  means  will  be 
found  to  give  to  Parliament  and  the  public 
a  general  idea  at  all  events  of  the  grounds 
on  which  this  new  departure  in  the 
artillery  has  been  decided  on. 

♦The  secretary  of  STATE  for 
THE  COLONIES  (The  Earl  of  Elgin)  : 
My  Lords,  I  shall  at  this  hour  of  the 
evening  say  what  I  have  to  say  in  as  few 
words  as  possible  ;  and  partly  for  that 
reason,  and  partly  because  I  do  not 
feel  that  I  am  competent  to  answer 
Questions  of  detail,  I  am  afraid  I  cannot 
attempt  to  reply  to  some  of  the  many 
questions  which  have  been  put  by  noble 
Lords  on  the  other  side  of  the  House. 
But  I  wish  to  reply  definitely  and  dis- 
tinctly to  one  of  them — to  the  question 
of  stores  for  the  Territorial  Army.  I 
have  to  say  that  there  has  been  no  reduc- 
tion in  the  stores  of  the  Regular  Army, 
and  the  guns  and  ammunition  for  the 
Territorial  Force  are  surplus  to  the 
requirements  of  the  Regulars.  I  was 
surprised  to  hear  what  Lord  Harris  said 
on  the  subject  of  the  provision  of  horses, 
because  I  myself,  as  president  of  a  County 
Association,  have  already  been  con- 
sulting with  the  chairman  as  to  the 
provision  of  horses  in  my  county.  I 
have  no  doubt  the  noble  Lord  is  correct 
with  regard  to  the  Papers  issued,  but  I 

[   The  Marquess  of  Lansdovme 


think  it  stands  t6  reason  that  the  Comity 
Associations  would  be  well  advised  a& 
soon  as  possible  to  exert  themselves 
in  regard  to  the  provision  of  horsea. 

Lord  HARRIS :  We  have  been  dis- 
tinctly told  we  are  not  to  do  anything 
with  regard  to  horses  until  the  Army  is 
satisfied. 

♦The  Earl  of  ELGIN :  I  do  not  mean 
that  we  should  interfere  with  the  Army. 
The  noble  Marquess  appealed  to  me  on 
the  ground  of  my  having  some  acquaint- 
ance with  military  affairs  to  say  whether 
the  Reservists  who  were  called  into  the 
ranks  in  the  South  African  war  were  fit 
for  the  purpose  to  which  they  were  put. 
I  certainly  can  endorse  the  statement 
that  this  was  the  opinion  of  the  Com- 
mission. As  far  as  the  numbers  of  th^ 
Reservists  were  concerned,  they  were 
then  supplied  under  the  system  of 
enlistment  now  again  in  force,  and 
the  Special  Reserves  would,  at  any 
rate,  have  as  much  training  as,  if  not  more 
thm  the  Militia.  In  the  opinion  of  those 
who  are  qualified  to  judge,  we  ought  to 
have  in  the  Special  Reserve  men  as  capable 
of  serving  with  the  Line  as  the  Militia 
Reserve  formerly  was.  The  noble  Lord 
who  opened  this  debate  was  not  quite 
fair  to  the  Secretary  of  State.  He  said 
that  the  Secretary  for  War  was  drawing 
away  the  public  mind  from  the  Regular 
Army,  his  references  to  which  were  an 
oasis  in  the  desert  of  references  to  the 
Territorial  Army. 

Viscount  MIDLETON  :  Hear,  hear. 

♦The  Earl  of  ELGIN  :  But  the  noble 
Viscount  has  forgotten  how  long  it  is 
since  he  has  been  out  of  office,  because  if 
my  right  hon.  friend  is  able  now  to  argue 
the  case  of  the  Territorial  Army  with 
energy  it  is  because  in  1906  he  dealt  fbrst 
with  the  Regulars.  I  think  also  that  the 
noble  Lord  is  not  quite  fair  in  asking  for 
the  \dews  of  the  expert  advisers  of  the 
Government.  After  all,  these  officers 
are  responsible  to  the  Government. 
Their  advice  is  freely  given  to  the 
Secretary  of  State,*,but  if  it  was  made 
public  that  responsibility  would  become 
unbearable.  ^The  phrase  j  |,  "  Auditor- 
General  "^was  merely  a  phrase^which  has 
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been  taken  to  indicate  the  general  posi- 
tion which  the  Inspector-General  should 
occupy,  and  not  to  lay  upon  him  in  any 
sense  the  special  duties  which  the  auditor 
of  a  company  discharges.  But  if  the 
noble  Lord  wants  to  know  how  this 
matter  has  been  dealt  with  in  the  past, 
I  would  remind  him  that,  in  reply  to  a 
question  in  the  House  of  Commons 
on  15th  Uarch,  1905,  as  to  whether 
he  had  received  the  Report  of  the 
Inspector-General  of  the  forces  for 
1904,  and  whether  it  was  intended 
to  lay  it  before  Parliament,  Mr.  Arnold- 
Forster  said  that  the  Report  had 
been  received  by  the  Army  Council,  but 
that  it  was  not  intended  to  make  it  public, 
that  the  essence  of  a  Report  of  this  land 
was  that  it  should  not  be  made  public. 
It  seems  to  me  that  the  Secretary  of 
State  must  necessarily  act  on  the  advice 
he  receives  from  his  confidential  officers, 
and  that  it  is  impossible  to  hold  that  they 
should  be  questioned  in  any  way. 

A  good  deal  turns  on  the  question, 
What  is  expert  evidence  ?  Noble 
Lords  know  very  well  from  the  practice 
in  private  Bill  Committees  how,  when 
expert  evidence  is  produced  on  one  side, 
it  is  almost  certain  to  be  contradicted  by 
expert  evidence  on  the  other  side.  Mili- 
tary experts  are  really  in  the  same  posi- 
tion. In  this  connection  I  can  quote 
the  noble  and  gallant  Lord  on  the  cross 
benches  (Lord  Roberts).  I  had  once 
the  honour  of  examining  the  noble  and 
gallant  Lord  as  an  expert,  and  of  putting 
a  question  to  him  whi:h  wai  so  essentially 
for  military  expert  advice  that  we  only 
con  suited  three  field-marshah.  The  noble 
and  gallant  Lord  and  another  field- 
marshal  jjive  opinioES  which  wpre 
diametrically  opposed  to  each  other,  and 
when  the  third  field-marshal  was  asked  for 
his  opinion  he  declined  to  give  any  opinion 
at  all,  on  the  ground  that  the  two  former 
opinions  showed  that  strategy  was  not 
an  exact  science.  I  never  undervalue 
any  opinion  which  is  given  by  the  noble 
and  gallant  Lord  on  a  question  like  this 
now  under  discussion.  If  I  did  I  should 
stand  alone,  not  only  in  your  Lord- 
ships' House,  but  in  the  country  ;  and 
I  accept  what  the  noble  and  gallant 
Lord  stated,  that  his  one  desire  was  to 
use  his  experience  for  the  benefit  of  his 
country. 


Not  only  as  a  member  of  the  Govern- 
ment, but  as  president  of  a  County 
Association  which  has  been  considering 
what,  if  any,  artillery  is  to  be  introduced, 
I  have  been  pdrsonally  interested  in 
this  question.  If  it  was  so  clear  as  it 
seems  to  be  now  to  many  noble  Lords, 
why  was  not  the  question  raised  during 
the  debates  of  last  year  ?  The  main 
point  of  the  noble  Lord's  criticism  is 
an  expression  of  his  belief  tliat  the  men 
would  be  insufficiently  trained.  In  proof 
of  that  contention  reliance  is  placed 
on  the  period  of  training  found  in  the 
regulations  to  be  observed  in  ordinary 
circumstances.  Before,  however,  I  accept 
this  proof  I  would  ask  whether  or  not 
it  is  a  reasonable  hypothesis  in  the  case 
of  invasion?  I  admit  that  it  is  not 
impossible  to  argue  on  these  lines,  but 
I  also  hold  that  it  may  be  represented 
as  going  beyond  the  bounds  of  reason- 
able calculations.  What  does  it  mean  ? 
It  means  the  concurrence  of  three  ex- 
ordinary  events.  There  must  be  at 
one  and  the  same  time  the  despatch 
of  an  expeditionary  force  of  150,000 
men ;  secondly,  a  disaster  to  the  Fleet 
which  must  be  sufficiently  serious  to 
leave  it  hora  de  combat ;  and,  thirdly, 
there  must  be  an  invasion.  There  is 
no  precedent  in  the  history  of  this 
country  for  a  concurrence  of  these  three 
events. 

As  far  as  I  know  there  is  only  one 
precedent,  viz.,  that  of  the  South  African 
war  to  illustrate  the  first  contingency  of 
the  despatch  of  so  large  a  force  as  150,000 
men.  But  that  is  subject  to  qualification. 
Lord  Lovat  suggested  that  it  might 
turn  out  to  be  possible  to  use  only  four 
divisions  and  to  leave  two  divisions 
at  home.  That  may  be  so,  but  I  am 
considering  the  case  put  forward  in  the 
debate,  and  assuming  that  the  whole 
of  the  expeditionary  force  of  150,000 
men  is  to  be  used.  But  in  this  matter 
events  must  follow  in  a  sequence.  There 
could  be  no  expeditionary  force  des- 
patched if  the  Fleet  was  disabled  before 
that  step  was  taken.  If  the  Fleet  was 
disabled  first,  the  force  would  remain 
at  home  and  become  a  garrison.  If 
there  was  no  disaster  to  the  Fleet,  are 
we  to  anticipate  a  serious  invasion  ? 
The  noble  Lord  said  that  we  must 
always    expect    to    have    an    invasion. 


151 


The 


{LORDS} 


Army, 


152 


Without  using  the  word  "  raid,"  may  I 
not  put  it  in  this  way  ?  Supposing 
there  was  an  invasion  and  a.  foreign 
force  was  landed :  if  the  Fleet  still  held 
t^e  seas,  how  would  that  force  be  able 
to  get  supplies  and  reinforcements  1 
But,  suppose  that  all  went  against 
us,  and  that  the  disasters  of  which  I 
have  spoken  followed  each  other  in  their 
order.  In  the  first  place,  the  first  step 
to  be  taken  is  the  despatch  of  the  expedi- 
tionary force.  How  long  would  it  take 
to  despatch  a  force  of  150,000  men  across 
the  sea  ?  I  think  I  could  ask  the  noble 
Marquess  to  give  an  opinion  on  that 
point  with  great  confidence.  In  the 
South  African  war  the  pressure  to  send 
out  troops  was  enormous.  The  first 
troops  left  th's  country  on  1st  August, 

1899,  and  it  was  not  until  31st  July, 

1900,  that  150,000  men  were  in  South 
Afrca.     What  is  to  happen  during  this 
year  ?     During    this    year    the    future 
garrison   of  the   country,    according   to 
the    scheme    of   the    Grovemment,    will 
be  embodied  and  trained.     Before  the 
last  man  sailed,   therefore,   and  before 
any   serious   disaster   happened   to   the 
Fleet,   there  would  be  in  this  country 
a    force    trained    for    several    months. 
The  force  would  not  only  be  ready,  but 
would  be  posted  in  the  position,  it  was 
called    upon   to   occupy.     No    doubt    I 
may  be  told  all  this  is  unproved.     How  l 
can  it  be  otherwise  ?     But,  if  anyone  , 
accuses    the    Government    of    want    of  i 
preparation,  surely  it  is  at  least  a  reply  j 
to   some   extent  to   say  that  we  have 
done   our   best   to   form   a   scheme   for  ] 
meeting   the   emergency,    and   that   we 
believe,  on  the  strength  of  our  adviseis,  i 
that  it  will  work.  i 

I  should  like  to  say  one  word  to  noble  j 
Lords  opposite.     I  know  that  many  of  ; 
them  speak  and  feel  with  great  affection  i 
of  and  belief  in  the  Militia  Force  in  which  ; 
they  have  served  and  which  they  know 
80  well.     I  entirely  appreciate  and  s\Tn-  | 
pathise  with  that  position.     But  may  I  . 
put   it    in    this    way  ?     Parliament    has 
deliberately  detcrniined  otherwise.    Your 
Lordships'  House,  joining  with  the  other  | 
House  of  Parliament,   has  decreed   that 
theie  should  be  a  new  order  of  thin<rs,  and 
His  Majesty  has  enjoined  upon  us,  who  re- 
present him   in   the    counties,    that   we 
should  undertake  the  duty  of  organisirg  ' 

The  Earl  of  Elgin, 


the  new  force.  Is  the  cburso  taken  by 
some  noble  Lords  calculated  to  assist  us 
in  that  duty  ?  It  appears  to  me  that 
some  of  the  observations,  some  of  the 
bitterness,  which  I  find  in  some  of  the 
speeches  may  rather  create  obstacles  and 
deter  men  from  entenng  the  force.  And 
if  I  wanted  a  good'  illustration  of  my 
meaning,  I  could  not  have  wished  any- 
thing better  than  what  was  said  by  Lord 
Dartmouth  at  the  beginning  of  the  debate^ 
when  he  showed  that  already  he,  as  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  his  county,  has  encountered 
difficulty,  owing  to  that  very  cause. 

Viscount  MIDLETON:  My  Lords, 
I  should  not  have  troubled  your  Lordships 
again,  but  there  were  one  or  two  state- 
ments made  by  the  Colonial  Secretary 
which  I  can  hardly  allow  to  pass  un- 
challenged. The  whole  course  of  this 
debate,  so  far  as  it  has  been  conducted  by 
the  GrOvemment,  has  been  to  some  extent 
disappointing  to  us  on  this  side  of  the 
House.  Even  the  noble  Earl  who  has 
just  sat  down  directed  his  remarks,  not 
so  much  to  justifying  the  heavy  reduc- 
tions which  have  been  made  in  our 
effective  forces,  as  to  endeavouring  to 
show  your  Lordships  and  the  country 
that  there  was  no  ciEtuse  for  alarm,  because 
some  further  period  of  training  would  be 
possible  for  the  less  effeclive  forces. 
We  have  entirely  failed  in  this  debate  to 
obtain  from  the  Government  any  assur- 
ance that  they  will  take  steps  of  any  sort 
to  improve  the  condition  of  the  infantry. 
We  welcome  from  the  noble  Earl  the 
statement  that  they  have  not  said  the 
last  word ;  but  they  speak  as  if  there 
were  only  one  method  of  enlistment — 
the  seven  years  method,  and  that  there 
were  no  other  men  to  be  got  under  any 
circmnstances.  I  hope  they  will  think 
better  of  that. 

With  regard  to  the  artillery,  I  believe 
I  am  expressing  the  opinion,  not  only  of 
every  noble  Lord  on  this  side  of  the  House 
but  of  every  man  who  has  read  this  de- 
bate, when  I  say  that  profound  uneasiness 
will  be  the  result  of  it.  The  noble  Earl  said 
that  I  had  not  been  fair  to  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  War  in  asking  for  the  opinions 
of  the  expert  advisers.  The  last  thing  in 
the  world  I  should  wish  to  do  would  be  to 
be  unfair,  or  even  unreasonable,  in  regard 
to  my  inquiries  ;  and  if,  in  asking  for  the 
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opinion  of  the  expert  advisers,  I  have 
done  an3rthing  unfair,  I  can  only  say  it  is 
a  discipline  to  which  I  have  myself  been 
subjected  night  after  night  at  the  hands 
of  the  noble  Earl's  colleagues  in  the  House 
of  Commons.  I  have  been  made  specifi- 
cally to  say  whether  Lord  Wolseley  was 
in  favour  of  such  and  such  a  course, 
whether  Sir  Redvers  BuQer  had  given 
his  authority  to  it,  and  whether  in  pro- 
posing either  an  increase,  or,  in  some  cases 
a  decrease,  we  could  cite  military  opinion 
in  favour  of  our  proposal.  This  debate 
terminates  without  any  military  opinion 
whatever  having  been  set  against  the 
opinion  of  the  noble  and  gallant  Field- 
Marshal,  and  the  opinion  I  cited  from 
Lord  Wolseley.  The  noble  Earl  the 
Under-Secretary  told  us,  with  regard  to 
a  particular  oflGlcer  on  the  Army  Council, 
that  he  accepted  full  responsibility ;  but 
the  noble  Earl  guarded  himself  from 
saying  that  the  officer  approved  of  these 
reductions. 


The  Earl  of  PORTSMOUTH  :  As  a 
matter  of  fact  he  took  full  and  complete 
responsibility  for  the  step  that  was  taken. 
Sir.  W.  Nicholson  joined  the  Army 
Council  on  18th  December,  immediately 
after  the  Government  was  formed,  and 
therefore  he  understood  the  whole  of  the 
change  and  everything  that  led  up  to  it. 

Viscount  MIDLETON  :    I  really  do 
not  wish  to  push  this  particular  point 
an^  further,  but  it  is  one  thing  for  a  man 
to  say  that  in  view  of  the  whole  position 
placed  before  him,   which  includes  an 
amount  of  money  which  the  Government 
are  going  to  give — it  is  one  thing  to  say 
that  in  those  circumstances  we  must  dis- 
pense with  this,  that,  and  the  other,  and 
it  is  another  thing  to  express  the  opinion 
that  the  country  is  safe  if  that  is  done. 
The  noble  Earl  says  an  officer  ought  to 
resign  if  he  does  not  agree,  but  we  have 
before  us  something  which  is  impalpable,  j 
a  body  which  sits  without  minutes  and  , 
without  recorded  decisions.     I  think  the 
opinions  of  the  military  advisers  will  be  i 
found  to  vary  very  considerably  when  ' 
they  are  tested  from  a  different  stand-  I 
point.     I  only  wish  to  refer  to  two  other  I 
points.     Lord  Lucas  did  a  considerable 
injustice  to  the  efforts  which  were  made 
in  the  War  Office  under  the  noble  and 


gallant  Field-Marshal' when  he  said  there 
was  now  an  organisation  which  there  had 
never  been  before,  and  that,  thanks  to 
that  organisation  of  the  Regular  troops, 
it  was  no  longer  so  material  if  some  of 
them  were  reduced.  So  far  as  I  know, 
there  is  absolutely  nothing  with  regard 
to  the  expeditionary  force  which  has 
been  changed  or  improved  since  ther* 
organisation  which  had  the  sanction  of 
Lord  Roberts. 


Lord  LUCAS  :  My  point  was,  firit,  that 
there  had  been  an  enormous  improve* 
ment  in  regard  to  the  organisation  of 
the  expeditionary  force,  so  that  the 
units  that  would  train  together  in  peace 
would  go  out  together  in  war.  That 
was,  I  said,  a  great  improvement  as 
compared  with  what  happened  before. 
Secondly,  I  said  that  nothing  had  been 
done  by  the  Conservative  Government 
ever  since  the  war  to  make  any  provision 
for  that  training  machinery  which  they 
had  to  set  up  very  inadequately  and  in 
a  hurry  after  war  had  broken  out. 

Viscount  MIDLETON :  I  quite  see 
what  the  noble  Lord  means,  but  it^ 
does  not  meet  my  point.  The  noble 
Lord  told  us  that  there  was  no  halfway 
house,  and  that  you  must  either  trust 
the  Territorial  Force  or  it  is  no  use  at 
all.  After  our  expeditionary  force  had 
gone  we  left  behind  a  sufficient  body 
both  of  infantry  and  artillery,  to  form 
a  stiff  3ning  of  the  Territorial  Force  as 
it  then  existed.  I  say  that  that  makes 
the  whole  difference.  You  will  have  no 
battery  of  Regulars  left  which  you  can 
mobilise  in  case  of  invasion.  The  noble 
Lord  spoke  as  if  we  should  never  send 
the  whole  of  our  expeditionary  force 
abroad  if  there  were  any  apprehension 
of  invasion.  The  Secretary  of  State 
the  other  day  pointed  out  that  circum- 
stances might  arise  in  which  it  would  be 
very  difficult  for  the  Fleet  to  defend 
this  country,  and  he  added  that  in  that 
event  we  should  have  to  rely  on  our 
Territorial  Force  for  defei.ce  against 
invasion.  I  will  not  at  this  late  hour 
enter  into  that  point,  but  I  submit  that 
to  take  the  experience  of  the  South 
African  War  as  in  any  way  a  criterion 
of  the  pace  at  which  we  should  send 
troops  abroad,  as  was  done  by  the  noble 
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Earl  the  Colonial  Secretary,  is  entirely 
misleading.  We  did  not  set  out  to  send 
naore  than  30,000  or  40,000  men.  We 
did  not  begin  to  do  that  until  December, 
and  the  press  came  later.  There  are 
men  in  this  country  and  on  this  side  of 
your  Lordships'  House,  who  believe 
that  if  there  were  to  be  a  raid  on  a  large 
■  :ale,  we  should  not  have  six  months, 
not  six  weeks,  perhaps  not  even  six 
days,  in  which  to  mobilise,  and  I 
think  that  the  proposal  to  denude  this 
country  of  all  the  Regular  troops  on 
whom  we  can  depend,  especially  in  the 
case  of  artillery,  is  one  on  which  we 
should  be  granted  further  explanation. 
One  satisfactory  feature  of  the  debate 
is  that  the  opinions  given  will  make 
it  impossible  for  the  Government  to 
continue  their  reduction  of  the  artillery. 
As  the  Government  have  stated  that 
the  production  ot  such  Papers  as  I  have 
moved  for  would  not  be  in  the  publ'c 
interest,  I  ask  leave  to  withdraw  my 
Motion. 


Motion,  by  leave  of  the  House,  with- 
drawn. 

House  adjourned  at  Eight  o'clock 
.  till  To-morrow,  half -past  Ten 
o'clock. 


HOUSE   OP  COMMONS. 
Monday,  I6th  March,  1908. 


The  House  met  at  a   quarter  before 
Three  of  the  Clock. 


NEW  WRIT. 

'  New  Writ  for  the  Borough  of  Camber- 
well  (Pecknam  Division),  in  the  room 
of  Charles  Goddard  Clarke, 
deceased.—  (Mr.  Whitdey,) 


esquire. 


PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS, 


PRIVATE  BILLS  [Lord^]  [(STANDING 
ORDERS  NOT  PREVIOUSLY  IN- 
QUIRED  INTO  COMPLIED  WITH). 

Mr.    Speaker    laid    upon    the    Table 
Eeport  from  one  of  the  Examiners  ot 

FiscaufU  Midkton. 


Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  That,  in  the 
case  of  the  following  Bill,  originating  in 
the  Lords,  and  referred  on  the  First 
Reading  thereof,  the  Standing  Orders  not 
previously  inquired  into,  and  which  are 
applicable  thereto,  have  been  complied 
with,  viz. :— Heme  Bay  Pier  Bill  [Lords]. 

Ordered,  That  the  Bill  be  read  a  second 
time. 

PRIVATE  fBILL  PETITIONS  [Lords] 
(STANDING  ORDERS  NOT  COMPUED 
WITH). 

Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table 
Report  from  one  of  the  Examiners  of 
Petitions  for  Aivate  Bills,  That,  in  the 
case  of  the  Petition  for  the  tollowing 
Bill,  originating  in  the  Lords,  the  Stand- 
ing Orders  have  not  been  complied  with, 
viz. : — Cambrian  Railways  Bill  [Lords]. 

Ordered,  That  the  Report  be  referred 
to  the  Select  Committee  on  Standing 
Orders. 


MESSAGE  FROM  THE  LORDS. 

That  they  have  passed  a  Bill,  intituled. 
An  Act  to  make  further  provision  with 
respect  to  the  discharge  of  compensation 
waters  from  the  water  undertaking 
of  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Burgesses 
of  the  County  Borough  of  fHuddersfield, 
[Huddersfield  Water  Bill  [Lords].] 

HUDDERSFIELD  WATER  BILL  [Lobds]. 

Read  the  first  time ;  and  referred  to  the 
Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills. 


PETITIONS, 


COAL    MINES    (EIGHT    HOURS)    (No.    2) 
BILL. 

Petition  from  Glasgow,  against ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 


ELEMENTARY    EDUCATION    (ENGLAND 
AND  WALES)  BILL. 

Petition  from  Ledbury,  in  favour :  to 
lie  upon  the  Table.  • 


167 


BetumSf 


{16  March  1908} 


Reports^  d:c. 


158 


HOUSING  OF  THE  WORKING  CLASSES 
(IRELAND)  BILL. 

Petition  from  Pembroke,  m  favour ;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 


LICENSED    PREMISES  (EXCLUSION    OF 
CHILDREN). 

Petition  from  Lee,  for  legislation;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 


LICENSING  BILL. 

Petitions  in  favour ;  From  Dovaston  ; 
Ruyton  Eleven  Towns ;  and  Whitting- 
ton  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


SALE   OF  INTOXICATING  LIQUORS   ON 
SUNDAY  BILL. 

Petition  from  Aintree,  in  favour;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 


CHARITY  COMMISSION  (ENGLAND  AND 
WALES). 

Copy  presented,  of  Fifty-fifth  Report 
of  the  Charity  Commissioners  for  Eng- 
land and  Wales  ;  [by  Comidand] ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 


FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS. 

Copy  presented,  of  Supplement  to  the 
Annual  Report  of  the  Chief  Inspector  of 
Factories  and  Workshops  for  the  year 
1906.  Return  of  Persons  employed  in 
1904  in  Non-Textile  Factories  and  of 
Summary  of  Annual  Reports  of  Medical 
Officers  of  Health  for  1906  [by  Com- 
mand] ;    to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

POLLING  DISTRICTS  (COUNTY  OF  ESSEX). 

Copy  presented,  of  Order  made  by  the 
Council  of  the  County  of  Essex,  altering 
certain  Polling  Districts  in  the  Mid  or 
Chelmsford  Parliamentary  Division  [by 
Act] ;    to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


SHOP  HOURS  ACT,  1904. 


Copy  presented,  of  Order  made  by  the 
Council  of  the  West  Riding  of  Yorkshire, 
and  confirmed  by  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Home  Department,  fixing  the 
Hours  of  Closing  for  certain  classes  of 
Shops  within  the  Sowerby  Bridge  Urban 
District  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


EMIGRATION  STATISTICS  (IRELAND). 

Copy  presented,  of  Emigration  Statis- 
tics of  Ireland  for  the  year  1907  [by 
Command] ;    to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


ELEMENTARY    EDUCATION    (ENGLAND 
AND  WALES)  BILL. 

Copy  presented,  of  the  Enactments 
proposed  to  be  Amended  or  Repealed  in 
the  Schedules  to  the  Bill  [by  Command]  ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


SPRING  ASSIZES  ACT,  1879. 

Copies  presented,  of  Two  Orders  in 
Council  of  29th  February,  1908,  con^ 
stituting  Spring  Assize  Counties  Nos. 
2  and  3  for  the  purpose  of  the  ensuing 
Spring  Assizes  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

MERCHANT    SHIPPING     ACT,     1894. 

Copies  presented,  of  Two  Orders  in 
Council,  dated  29th  February,  1908: 
(1)  applying  the  provisions  of  Section  238 
of  the  Act  to  Deserters  from  Roumanian 
vessels ;  and  (2)  revoking  the  Order  of 
the  2nd  November,  1907,  relating  to  the 
same  subject  [by  Act]  ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 


NAVAL  AND  MARINE  PAY  AND  PENSIO  NS 
ACT,  1865. 

Copy  presented,  ot  Orders  in  Council 
of  29th  February,  1908,  approving 
Memorials  of  the  liords  Commissioners 
of  the  Admiralty  for  sanction  to  :  (1) 
the  continuance  of  payment  of  Command 
Money  heretofore  paid  to  the  Captains 
of  the  Gunnery  Schools  at  Sheemess  and 
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Devonport,  and  allowances  to  Gunners 
at  those  Schools  on  their  amalgamation 
with  the  Royal  Naval  Barracks  at  Chat- 
ham and  Devonport ;  (2)  improvements 
in  the  Pay  and  Position  of  Commissioned 
Warrant  OflGlcers  and  Warrant  Officers, 
ttnd  in  the  Pensions  of  Chief  and  Head 
Schoolmasters  in  His  Majesty's  Navy ; 
(3)  the  payment  of  Prize  Money  for  pro- 
ficiency in  Torpedo  practice ;  and  (4) 
certain  modifications  in  the  Rules  res- 
pecting Allowances  for  Gunnery  and 
Torpedo,  and  the  application  to  men  in 
the  Service  of  the  Regulations  abolishing 
Re-engaged  Pay  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon 
the  Table. 


EMIGRATIOX. 

Copy  presented,  of  Report  on  the 
Emigrants'  Information  Office  for  the 
year  ended  Slst  December,  1907  [by 
Command] ;    to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


BOARD    OF   AGRICULTURE   AND 
FISHERIES. 

Copy  presented,  of  Agricultural 
Statistics,  1907,  Vol.  XLII.,  Part  II., 
Return  of  Produce  of  Crops  in  Great 
Britain,  with  Summaries  for  the  United 
Kingdom  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon 
the  Table. 


SHERIFF  COURTS  (SCOTLAND)  ACT,  1907. 

Copy  presented,  of  Act  of  Sederunt 
regulating  the  Fees  payable  in  the 
SherifE  Courts  of  Scotland,  and  pre- 
scribing the  Form  of  Books  of  Account 
to  be  kept  by  SherifE  Clerks  [by  Act]  ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


SUPERANNUATION  ACT,  1887. 

Copy  presented,  of  Treasury  Minute, 
dated  15th  March,  1908,  granting  to 
James  Ranyard  Lee,  First  -  Class 
Attendant,   British  Museum,   a   retiring 


Allowance  under  the  Act  [by  Act] ;    to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

PAPER  LAID  UPON  THE  TABLE  BY  THE 
CLERK  OF  THE  HOUSE. 

Local  Loans  Fund. — Accounts  of  the 
Commissioners  for  the  Reduction  of 
the  National  Debt  in  respect  of  the 
Capital  and  Income  of  the  Local  Loans 
Fund  for  the  year  ended  31st  March, 
1907,  with  .Report  of  the  Comptroller 
and  Auditor-General  thereon  [by  Act] ; 
to  be  printed.    [No.  48.] 

ISLAND  OF  VATERSAY. 

Return  ordered,  "  of  the  Correspon- 
dence between  Lady  Gordon  Cathcirt 
and  the  Secretary  for  Scotland  and  the 
Lord-Advocate,  with  reference  to  the 
Seizure  and  Oocupation  of  the  Island  of 
Vatersiy  by  Squatters  ;  and  with  regard 
to  proposed  future  arrangements  in  that 
Island."— (Mr.  Sinclair.) 


Return  presented  accordingly;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.  [No. 
91.] 


QUESTIONS  AND  ANSWERS 
CIRCULATED  WITH  THE  VOTES. 


Men  Employed  in  Dockyards. 

Mr.  STAVELEY-HILL  (Staffordshire, 
Kingswinford) :  To  ask  the  Secretary 
to  the  Admiralty  whether  he  wiU  state 
the  number  of  men  now  employed  at  each 
of  the  following  places,  Pembroke  Dock, 
Portsmouth,  Devonport,  and  Chatham, 
as  compared  with  those  employed  on  l^e 
same  date  in  1905. 

(Answered  hy  Mr.  Edmund  Robertson.) 
The  following  stateriaent  showi  the 
numbers  borne  on  the  undermentioned 
dates — 
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Numbers  borne. 

Yard. 

4th  March, 
1906. 

3rd  March, 
1906. 

2ad  Mnrcb, 
1907. 

29th  February, 
1908. 

Portsmouth    - 

10,473 

8,698 

8,651 

9,642 

Devonport 

9,066 

7,256 

7,774 

7,956 

Chatham 

9,019 

7,069 

6,823 

7,917 

Pembroke 

2,723 

2,213 

1,981 

2,034 

. 

31,270 

25,236 

25,229 

27,548 

Cordite  in  Hot  Climates. 

Lord  BALCARRES  (Lancashire, 
Chorley) :  To  ask  the  Secretary  to  the 
Admiralty  if,  consistently  with  the  due 
maintenance  of  public  interests,  he  can 
state  the  period  during  which  cordite  can 
safely  be  preserved  in  hot  climates. 


(Answered  hy  Mr,  Edmund  Robertson,) 
I  am  afraid  it  would  not  be  in  the  interests 
of  the  public  service  to  make  any  state- 
ment on  this  subject. 


Work  of  Rural  Postmen  in  Hilly  Districts- 

Mr.  NIELD  (Middlesex,  Ealing) :  To 
ask  the  Postmaster-Qeneial  whether  he 
is  aware  that  two  rural  postmen  in  the 
district  of  the  Chiltem  Hills  have  re- 
cently died  by  reason  of  the  excessive 
severity  of  their  work ;  and  whether  he 
will  consider  the  advisability  of  providing 
those  whose  duties  are  in  the  hilly  districts 
with  suitable  conveyances  for  the  con- 
veyance of  mails  and  parcels  post,  and 
so  relieve  the  heavy  strain  to  wluch  in  the 
past  they  have  been  subjected. 


Salvaging  of  Torpedo  Boat  9— Pay- 
ment to  workmen. 

Sir  JOHN  BENN  (Devonport) :  To 
ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty 
whether  his  attention  has  been  called  to 
the  raising  of  Torpedo  Boat  99  off  Berry 
Head  in  August  and  September  of  last 
year ;  and  whether  in  view  of  the  danger 
and  arduous  conditions  under  which  the 
work  was  carried  out  and  of  its  successful 
termination,  it  is  proposed  to  make  any 
additional  payment  to  the  men  employed 
thereon. 


(Ansipered  by  Mr.  Edmund  Robertson,) 
The  circumstances  connected  with  the 
raising  of  No.  99  Torpedo  Boat  off  Berry 
Head  have  been  before  the  Admiralty, 
and  some  awards  have  already  been 
made.  It  is  not  proposed  to  make  any 
additional  payments  to  the  dockyard 
workmen  who  were  employed  in  con- 
nection with  this  service. 


{Anstoered  hy  Mr.  Sydney  Buxton.)  I 
will  make  inquiry  on  the  subject  and  will 
acquaint  the  hon.  Member  with  the  result. 


Scottish  Emigrants. 

Mr.  DUNDAS  white  (Dumbarton- 
shire) :  To  ask  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  if  he  can  give  any  statisti- 
cal information  as  to  age,  sex,  locality, 
and  occupation,  as  regards  the  persons  of 
Scottish  nationality  who  emigrated  from 
Scotland  last  year.   ;    * 


{Ansioered  by  Mr.  Lloyd-George.)  I 
can  give  no  information  as  to  the  localities 
in  Scotland  from  which  persons  carae  who 
proceeded  abroad.  The  following  particu- 
lars give  such  information  as  is  available 
upon  the  other  points  referred  to  in  the 
Question — 
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(2)  Statement  showing  the  Occupation  Groups  to  which  the  Scottish  Adult 
Passengers  (Cabin  and  Steerage)  belonged,  who  left  Scottish  Ports  for  non- 
European  Countries  in  1907.  (Uompil^  from  the  Passenger  Lists  furnished 
to  the  Board  of  Trade  under  the  Merchant  Shipping  Acts.  Under  those 
Acts  Passengers  of  twelve  years  and  upwards  are  regarded  as  Adults.) 


Countries 

in  which  Passengers  contracted  to  land. 

Occupation  Group. 

Britibh  North 
America. 

Other  British 
Colonies. 

Non-Eoropean 
Foreign  Countries. 

Total. 

Adulc  male  passengers : 

Agricultural  - 

2,478 

— 

474 

2,952 

Commercial  and  Profes- 
sional 

1,295 

— 

1,891 

3,186 

Skilled  trades 

4,923 

— 

5,719 

10,642 

Labourers 

3,240 

— 

760 

4,000 

Miscellaneous     or     not 
stated 

3,817 

6 

1,513 

5,336 

Total  males 

15,753 

6 

10,357 

26,116 

Adult  female  passengers : 

Domestic  and  other  ser- 
vice  -        .        -        - 

• 
1.275 

— 

1,087 

2,363 

Dressmakers   and  other 
trades 

403 

760 

1,163 

Teachers,     clerks,     and 
professions 

97 



187 

284 

No  stated  occupation     - 

4,587 

3 

5,560 

10,160 

Total  females 

6,362 

3 

7.584 

13,949 

Total  adults 

22,115 

9 

17,941 

40,065 

Parliamentary  Printing. 
Mr.  HAROLD  COX  (Preston):  To 
ask  the  Patronage  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  whether  his  attention  has  been 
called  to  the  waste  of  public  money 
used  by  the  daily  printing  on  the  Order 
Paper  of  Government  Notices  of  Motions 
and  Orders  of  the  Day,  and  the  amend- 
ments thereto,  which  have  no  prospect  of 
coming  before  the^House ;  and  whether 
he  willjtake  steps  to  avoid  this  waste  by, 

VOL.  CLXXXVL    [Fourth  Series.] 


as  far  as  possible,  placing  upon  the  Paper 
only  those  Notices  and  Orders  with 
which  the  Grovernment  intend  to  proceed 
should  opportunity  offer. 

{Ansipered  by  Mr.  Whiteley.)  During 
the  early  stages  of  a  session  it  is  of 
general  convenience  to  place  all  the 
Grovemment  Orders  upon  the  Order 
Paper,  especially  when,  as  in  the  present 
session,   there   has   been  no  volume  of 
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amendments  to  any  particular  Bill. 
When  there  has  been  such  an  accumula- 
tion of  amendments,  I  have  endeavoured 
to  arrange  the  Orders  each  day  with  due 
regard  to  economy  and  will  continue  to 
do  so. 


Pay  of  Civilians  in  the  Army  Ordnance 
Department  in  Ireland. 

Mr.  field  :  (Dublin,  St.  Patrick) : 
To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War  if 
he  will  consider  the  necessity  for  revising 
the  wa^^OB  of  all  the  civil  employees  of  the 
Army  Ordnance  Department  at  Dublin 
and  the  Curragh,  in  view  of  the  recent 
Report  of  the  Board  of  Trade  on  the  cost 
of  living  of  the  working  classes,  which 
shows  the  cost  of  living  in  London  as 
compared  with  Dublin  as  100  and  94 
respectively. 


(Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Haldane.) 
As  regards  Dublin  the  wages  of  the  un- 
skilled labourers  in  the  Army  Ordnance 
Department  were  revised  as  recently  as 
April  last,  and  there  is  no  reason  for 
believing  that  in  the  case  of  these,  or  any 
other  Army  Ordnance  Department  em- 
ployees in  Dublin,  the  rates  do  not  com- 
pare favourably  with  the  general  rates 
in  the  district.  The  rates  of  tjfe  Army 
Ordnance  Department  labourers  at  the 
Curragh  are  somewhat  lower,  but  would 
appear  to  be  adequate. 


Criminal  Statistics— Imprisonment  in 
Default  of  Paying  Fines. 

Mr.  WEDGWOOD  (Newcastle-under- 
Lyme) :  To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Homo  Department  whether  his  atten- 
tion has  been  drawni  to  the  figures  on 
page    26    of    the    introduction    to     the : 
Criminal  Statistics  for  1906,  relating  to  ; 
persons  committed  to  prisons  in  England  j 
and   AVales   in   default   of   payment   of  \ 
fines,    the    figures    showing    an    annual  ■ 
average  for  the  years  1903-6,  both  in-  ! 
elusive,  of  over  100.000  persons  so  com- 
mitted ;  whether  he  will  say,  with  regard 
to  the  97,38:1  persons  so  oomniittod  in  ' 
1906,  how  many  of  these  persons  were 
male  and  female  juvenile  adults ;    how 
many  males  and  fo males  wore  so  coni- 
mitted  in  default  of  payment  of  a  line  of 
40s,  or  less ;    and  how  many  males  and  . 


females  were  thus  impriBoned  who  had 
not  been  previously  impiisoiied* 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  OladMone.) 
The  figures  which  are  given  in  my  hon. 
friend's  Question  are  correct,  bat  I  am 
sorry  that  I  cannot  obtain  the  farther 
particulars  for  which  he  asks. 


Bi-lingnal  System  for  Irish  Ordnance  Maps 

Mr.  FIELD:  To  ask  the  hon.  Member 
for  South  Somerset,  as  representing  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Agiicalture^ 
whether  he  can  arrange  that  the  members 
of  the  Ordnance  Survey  working  in  Ire- 
land shall  consult  with  the  local  bruiehes 
of  the  Gaelic  League  respecting  the 
correct  spelling  of  the  Irish  names ;  and 
whether  a  bi-lingual  system  will  in  future 
be  adopted  on  the  Ordnance  Survey 
maps. 

{Answered  by  Sir  Edward  Strachey.) 
The  names  on  the  original  6-inch  maps 
of  Ireland  were  submitted  to  and 
very  carefully  investigated  by  three 
Irish  scholars,  all  members  of  the 
Royal  Irish  Academy,  who  paid  special 
attention  to  the  correct  rendering 
of  names  of  Irish  origin;  and  such 
names  remain  imaltered  on  the  new 
25-inch  plans  so  far  as  they  still  apply. 
As  regards  the  comparatively  few  new 
names  of  Irish  origin,  the  council  of  the 
Royal  Irish  Academy  have  recently  sap- 
plied  us  with  the  names  of  competent 
authorities  to  whom  reference  may  be 
made  in  various  counties.  This  arrange- 
ment will  be  supplemented  where  neces- 
sary by  reference  to  a  branch  of  the 
GaeUc  League.  A  bi-Iingaal  system  on 
the  Ordnance  Survey  maps  would  be 
cumbersome ;  and  as  it  does  not  appear 
to  have  any  solid  advantages  over  the 
present  practice  the  Board  cannot  re- 
commend its  adoption. 


Pay  of  Labourers  on  Ordnance 
Survey  Work. 

Mr.  FIELD  :  To  ask  the  hon.  Member 
for  South  Somerset,  as  representing  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Agricoltore,  if 
the  labourers,  who  are  a  special  class  of 
men,  employed  in  the  Orcbiance  Survey 
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will  be  granted  a  minimtim  wage  of  24s. 
a  week ;    and  if  he  will  take  into  con- 


Returns  available  go  to  show  that  it 
exists,  or  has  recently  existed,  in  Austria, 


sideration  the  expense  these  men  entail   Hungary,   Italy,   Spain,   Brazil,   Russia, 
in  the  cost  of  living,  having  to  move  i  Roumania,    Netherlands,     France,    and 


frequently  from  place  to  place. 


(Jermany .  As  to  Algeria  we  have  ^  no 
definite  information,  but  we  have  reason 
to  believe  that  disease  has  existed  there 

re- 
garded as  a  dangerous  country. 


(Answered  by  Sir  Edtoard  Strachey.)  >  xi       ▼  -i.         i.  i 

My  hon.  frien?  apparently  refers  tolie    «*'«?*jy-    ^^  ""^y  ^««'  '^  ^"^^  ^'^ 
unskilled  labourers  employed  with  sur- 1 
veyors  and  others  engaged  in  the  Held 
duties  of  the  Ordnance  Survey.    These  I 
labourers  are  no  more  a  special  class  of 
men  than  are  other  labourers,  who,  with 
no  previous  experience  at  a  particular 
kind  of  labour,  have  to  get  used  to  the 
work  required   of  them.    There   seems 


Pay  of  Customs  Outport  Watchers. 

Mr.  field  :  To  ask  the  Secretary  to 
the  Treasury  when  it  is  intended  to 
grant  an  increase  of  pay  to  outport 
watchers  in  the  Customs  Department; 


to  be  no  need  to  introduce  the  minimum   ^^^  if  he  is  aware  that  the  labourers  em 

wage  suggested,  as  there  is  generally  no    P^oy^^   V  ^^^  J^nhhn  Corporation  have 

difficulty  in  obtaining  a  sufficient  number   »  ^^^'^  ^^g^^r  rate  of  wages  than  the 


of  hands  at  the  present  wages,  which 
therefore  are  presumably  adequate  to 
meet  the  fluctuations  in  the  cost  of  living 
referred  to  in  the  last  part  of  the  Ques- 
tion. 


Prohibition  of  Hay  Imports. 

Mr.  SEAVERNS  (Lambeth,  Brixton) : 
To  ask  the  hon.  Member  for  South 
Somerset,  as  representing  the  President 
of  the  Board  of  Agriculture  whether  he 
will  explain  why  the  order  prohibiting 
the  importation  of  hay,  which  was  to 
apply  only  to  hay  from  European  ports 
and  certain  South  American  countries, 
has  been  extended  to  other  countries ; 
and  will  he  state  in  which  of  the  countries 


watchers  employed  at  Dublin. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Runciman.)  The 
rates  of  wages  received  by  these  men 
are  adequate  for  the  duties  which  they 
perform,  and  I  see  no  sufficient  reason  for 
increasing  them.  I  have  no  informa- 
tion as  to  the  wages  paid  to  labourers  by 
the  Dublin  Corporation. 


Interest  on  Credit  Balances  of  Irish 
Public  Departments. 

Sir  THOMAS  ESMONDE  (Wexford, 
N.) :  To  ask  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  what  was  the  gross  amount  of 
interest  prid  from  31st  March,  1907,  to 
Slst  March,  1908,  on  the  credit  balances, 


prohibited  foot-and-mouth  disease  exists   ^tc,  of  public  departments  in  Ireland, 
to-day,  and  particularly  whether  it  exists 


in  Algeria. 

(Answered  by  Sir   Edtoard   Strachey.)  .  x    r  •  x       ^        j       j        j.   i  . 

The  object  of  the  order  was  to  prohibit  ^-^o^"^*  «f  '^^^'^^  P^^^  <'^^  «="d>ted  to 

.       .■'...  .    ,  ^_    ^    f  „i.««„  mterest-bearmg  Government  accounts  at 

the    importation     of    hay    and    straw  ^^^  ^_i,  v...^:_  ,,„,  ^_^^   ^^^^  _^ 


(Answered  by  Mr.  Runciman.)    I  am 
informed  by  the  Bank  of  Ireland  that  the 


from    countries  where  we  had  reason- 


the  bank  between  31st  March,  1907,  and 


,     ,  •       ^v  i.  ^    i.    i  I2th  March,  1908,  was  £25,441,  and  that 

able  grounds   for  supposing  that  foot-    ^,  i       i.  !i.    i  xx     j  i.  t 

-    ^    ,,  ^j.  X     n         -x  there  was  also  at  the  latter  date  a  sum  of 


and-mouth]][  disease  actually  exists,  or 
where  the  sanitary  precautions  taken 
do  not  safeguard  the  country  from  its 
introduction,  and  the  list  of  countries 
scheduled  wasjprepared  on  this  basis. 
Owing  to  the^nature  of  the  disease,  it  is 
not  possible  to  say  in  who  many  of  those 


£11,013,    representing    interest    accrued 
but  not  yet  paid. 


Qermany  and  Great  Britain- Imports  and 
Exports. 

Mr.  DUNDAS  white  :     To  ask  the 


scheduled  countries  it  actually  eidsts  at    President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  if  he  will 
the    present    moment,    but    the    latest    say  what  were  the  values  respectively  of 

G  2 
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our  imports  from  Germany  and  our  ex- 
ports to  (Jermany  for  each  of  the  ten  years 
1898  to  1907,  inclusive. 
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(Anstvered  by  Mr.  Kearley.)  Tke 
following  statement  gives  the  informAtion 
desired  by  my  hon.  Mend — 


Year. 

Total  imports  of 

mercbajidise  imported 

direct  from  Germany  into 

the  United  Kingdom. 

Exports  of  United 

Kingdom  produce  and 

manufactares  to 

Germany. 

£xporta  of  Foreign  and 

Cbloniiil  produce  to 

Oermaay. 

1898 

28,534,159 

£ 
22,525,987 

£ 
10,806,714 

1899 

30,123,058 

25,996,127 

11,982,130 

1900 

31,181,667 

27,999,712 

10,643,078 

1901 

32,207,214 

23,573,785 

10,647,295 

1902 

33,633,966 

22,850,295 

10,244,270 

1903 

34,533,390 

23,550,631 

10,966,708 

1904 

33,944,322 

25,103,270 

11,324,680 

1905 

35,799,758 

29,704,449 

13,037,861 

1906 

38,021,762 

33,558,954 

14,763,370 

1907 

38,780,846 

41,377,278 

16,373,761 

Note, — The  above  particulars  of  im- 
ports from  Germany  relate  to  imports 
received  directly  from  German  ports. 
The  figures,  therefore,  include  a  certain 
amount  of  imports  derived  from  other 
countries  which  pass  through  Germany, 
but  exclude  a  much  larger  portion  of  our 
imports  from  Germany  which  pass 
through  other  countries.  Particulars  ot 
the  value  of  imported  merchandise  which 
was  consigned  to  the  United  Kingdom 
from  Germany  can  only  be  given  at 
present  for  the  years  1904,  1905,  and 
1906,  the  totals  of  such  consignments 
be^ng  in  1904,  £49,512,221;  in  1905, 
f  53,838,546  ;   in   1906,   £55,907,597. 

Land  Registration. 
Mr.  ROAVXANDS  (Kent,  Dartford) : 
To  iisk  Mr.  Attorney-General  whether  the 
evidence  already  taken  by  the  Royal 
Commission  appointed  in  May,  1906,  to 
consider  the  expediency  of  extending  the 
registration  system  to  Scotland,  could  be 
published  at  an  earh  date,  with  a  view  to 
aidirg  the  work  of  the  proposed  Royal 


Commission  which  is  to  inquire  into  the 
working  of  the  present  system  of  com- 
pulsory land  registry. 

[Answered  by  Sir  William  Robson.)  I 
think  this  Question  should,  perhaps,  be 
addressed  to  the  Scottish  Office,  but  I 
have  no  doubt  that  the  evidence  taken 
by  the  Committee  appointed  m  May,  1906, 
will  be  available  as  soon  as  the  report  is 
made. 

Mr.  ROWLANDS:  To  ask  Mr. 
Attorney-General  whether,  pending  in- 
quiry by  the  proposed  Royal  Commission 
into  the  working  of  the  present  system  of 
compulsory  land  registry,  the  Privy 
Council  will  consider  the  advisability  of 
exercising  its  power  to  revoke  the  order 
making  registration  compulsory  in  the 
county  of  London,  and  thereby  admit 
voluntary  action  on  the  part  of  persons 
desirous  of  registering. 

(Answered  by  Sir  WiUiam  Robson.)  I 
am   not  able  to  answer  for  the  Privy 
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Council  but  I  think  it  unlikely  that  it  will 
exercise  such  power  as  it  possesses  to 
revoke  the  order  in  question  pending  the 
Report  of  the  Royal  Commission. 

Post  Office  Servants  in  Beceipt  of 
Technical  Increment. 

Mr.  SEAVERNS  :  To  ask  the  Post- 
master-General if  it  would  be  to  the 
advantage  of  the  Post  Ofl&ce  to  take  such 
steps  as  are  necessary  to  ascertain  how 
many  of  those  of  both  sexes  in  the  Post 
Office  telegraph  service  have,  on  31st 
December,  1907,  earned  the  technical 
increment ;  and  will  he  collect  the  neces- 
sary information  and  give  it  to  the  House. 

(Answered  by  Mr,  Sydney  Buxton,)  I 
will  consider  the  matter. 

Redaction  of  Tobacco  Duty. 
Sir  THOMAS  ESMONDE :  To  ask 
Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  if  he  will 
consider  the  question  of  reducing  the  duty 
on  tobacco  by  2d.  per  pound  to  meet  the 
views  of  Irish  manufacturers. 

(Anstoered  by  Mr,  Asquith,)  The 
representations  which  have  been  made 
to  me  on  behalf  of  tobacco  manufacturers 
both  in  Ireland  and  in  other  parts  of  the 
United  Kingdom  are  receiving  my  careful 
consideration ;  but,  as  I  pointed  out  to 
the  deputation  which  recently  waited 
upon  me,  I  cannot  admit  the  principle 
that  fluctuations  in  the  price  of  raw 
materials  are  a  valid  reason  for  alteration 
of  the  rates  of  duty. 

Allowance  for  Irish  Land  Purchase. 

Sir  THOMAS  ESMONDE:  To  ask 
Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  how 
much  money  he  proposes  to  allow  for  the 
purpose  of  carrying  out  hnd  purchase  in 
Ireland  this  vear. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Asquith.)  The  whole 
question  of  the  financi  1  arrangements  in 
connection  with  Irish  land  purchase  is 
under  consideration  upon  the  Report  of 
the  Departmental  Committee,  and,  penc'- 
ing  the  general  statement  which  I  hope  to 
make  at  an  early  date,  I  am  not  in  a 
position  to  say  anything  on  the  subject 
of  the  Question. 

Pensions  of  Irish  School  Teachers. 
Mr.  p.  a.  McHUGH  (Sligo,  N.) :    To 
ask   the   Chief-Secretary   to   the    Lord- 


Lieutenant  of  Ireland  what  is  the  number 
of  teachers  in  the  service  of  the  Com- 
missioners of  National  Education  in 
Ireland  who  have  completed  forty  years 
service  or  more,  reckoned  from  the  actual 
date  of  their  appointment  as  principal 
or  assistant  teachers ;  what  yearly  sum 
in  addition  to  the  reduced  pensions  to 
which  they  would  be  now  entitled  on 
voluntary  resignation  would  be  required 
to  allow  these  public  servants  to  retire 
on  full  pension  ;  whether  representations 
have  been  made  at  any  time  to  the 
Treasury  by  theCommissiouers  of  National 
Education  that  the  addition  of  a  number 
of  years  to  their  actual  service  should 
be  made  so  as  to  qualify  a  certain  section 
of  teachers  to  full  pension ;  and  what 
has  been  the  reply  of  the  Treasury  to 
these    representations. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Birred,)  I  am 
informed  that  it  would  take  a  consider- 
able time  to  prepare  a  Return  of  the 
number  of  teachers  who  fall  within  the 
description  contained  in  the  first  part 
of  the  Question,  and  that  an  elaborate 
actuarial  investigation  would  be  neces- 
sary  in  order  to  answer  the  second  part 
of  the  Question.  It  does  not  seem  that 
any  useful  purpose  would  be  served 
by  procuring  the  information  asked  for 
under  these  heads,  and  I  do  "not,  there- 
fore,  propose  to  put  the  Departments 
concerned  to  the  trouble  of  preparing 
it.  The  Commissioners  of  National  Edu- 
cation have  made  representations  to  the 
Irish  Government  to  the  effect  mentioned 
in  the  third  part  of  the  Question,  and 
the  matter  is  under  consideration* 

Grievances  of  Inter-Ghrade  and  Transition 
Teachers. 

Sir  THOMAS  ESMONDE :  To  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland  if  he  has  considered 
the  case  made  by  the  inner-grade  teachers 
and  the  transition  teachers,  i.e.,  those 
in  training  colleges  in  1898  and  1899, 
in  Irish  national  schools ;  and  whether 
he  can  hold  out  any  hope  of  the  redress 
of  their  grievances  in  the  matter  of 
classification  and  salary. 

(Answered  by  Mr,  BirreU,)  The  posi- 
tion of  these  teachers  is  fully  dealt  with 
in  my  Answers  to  Questions  put  by  the 
hon.    Member    for    North    Donegal    on 
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13th  February,  and  by  the  hon.  Member 
for  South  Down  on  3rd  March.  If  the 
hon.  Baronet  will  refer  to  those  Answers, 
he  will  see  that  the  Commissioners  of 
National  Education  do  not  admit  that 
these  teachers  have  any  well-founded 
grievance  as  regards  classification  and  ! 
salary.  At  the  same  time  the  Com-  } 
missioners  have  expressed  their  willing- 
ness to  consider  the  case  of  any  teacher 
which  may  be  brought  under  their  notice, 
and  which  has  not  been  already  investi- 
gated. 

Acquisition  of  Untenanted  Land 
at  Dysart 

Sir  WALTER  NUGENT  (Westmeath, 
S.) :    To  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland    if  he  can 
state  what  action,  if  any,  the  Estates 
Commissioners   for   Ireland   have   taken 
with  regard  to  a  petition  forwarded  to 
them  from  the  people  of  Dysart,  County 
Westmeath,   asking  for  the  acquisition 
by  the  Commissioners  of  the  piece  of 
untenanted  land  known  as  White  Park  i 
and  another  evicted  farm  known  as  Big  j 
Meadow,  which  land  is  situated  in  the  j 
neighbourhood  of  Dysart,  as  set  out  in  j 
the  petition.  | 

(Answered  by  Mr.  BirreU.)  The  Estates 
Commissioners  inform  me  that  the  matter 
of  the  estate  in  question  has  been  re- 
ferred to  their  inspector,  who  will  in  due 
course  report  upon  the  petition  referred 
•to,  j 

Suggested  Grant  to  Mr-  B.  Pearson*  of 
Clomnore. 

Mr.  DELANY  (Queen's  County,  Os- 
-sory) :  To  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to 
the  Lord -Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether 
taking  into  consideration  the  amount 
of  interest  charged  during  the  first, 
second,  and  third  decades  of  payment 
of  the  loan  granted  by  the  Land  Com- 
mission in  1878  to  Mr.  Robert  Pearson, 
of  Clonmore,  Errill,  Ballybroj)hy,  Queen's 
County,  Ireland,  for  the  purchase  of  the 
property  known  as  Bally quaidc  Glebe, 
Ballybrophy,  Queen's  County,  and  like- 
wise the  sum  deducted  from  the  amount 
of  purchase  money  received  by  him  for 
the  sale  of  the  same  property  to  his 
tenants  in  1904  under  the  Act*  of  1903, 
he  will  recommend  a  reasonable  rmount 
of  csh   being  granted    to  him   by  the 


Estates  Commissioners  by  way  of  allow- 
ance. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Birrdl.)  I  would 
refer  the  hon.  Member  to  the  Answer 
which  was  given  to  this  Question  by  my 
right  hon.  friend  the  Attorney-General 
for  Ireland  on  my  behalf  on  28th  Febru- 
ary.   I  have  nothing  to  add. 

Sale  of  the  Village  of  BallacoUa. 
Mr.  DELANY:  To  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whether  the  village  of  BallacoUa 
is  to  be  included  in  the  proposed  sale  of 
the  estate  of  Captain  Caldbeck ;  and, 
if  so,  can  he  say  in  whom  the  court-house 
and  police  barrack  are  to  be  vested^ 

{Ansioered  by  Mr.  Birrdl.)  Portion 
of  the  village'  of  Ballacalla  is  included 
in  the  estate  proposed  to  be  sold  to  the 
Land  Commission.  The  documents  in 
the  matter  are  in  the  hands  of  the  Estates 
Commissioners'  ^inspector,  and  it  cannot 
at  present  be  stated  whether  the  court- 
house and  police  barracks  are  included 
in  the  proposed  sale.  No  arrangements 
for  resale  have  yet  been  made.  '"': 

Delay  in  Purchase  of  the  Estate  of 
Caiitain  Caldbeck. 

Mr.   DELANY:      To  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary    to    the    Lord -Lieutenant   of 
Ireland  whether   he  can    state  what  is 
I  the  cause  of  the  delay  in  the  purchase 
I  by   the    Estates   Commissioners   of   the 
I  estate  of  Captain  Caldbeck,   BallacoUa, 
.  Queen's  County  ;   can  he  say  if  the  delay 
'  is  due  solely  to  a  question  of  price ;    if 
I  he  is  aware  that  an  attempt  is  being 
m  de  to  reserve  a  portion  of  the  un- 
tenanted   land    for    certain    individuals 
I  already  in  possessioii  of  Urge  farms  and 
business  houses,   and   what  course   the 
Commissioners  will  take  in  this  matter. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  BirreU.)    The  Es- 
tates Commissioners  inform  me  that  the 
delay  in  the  purchase  proceedings  has 
been    due    mainly    to    difficulties    with 
i  reference  to  the  price.     The  Commission- 
!  ers  have  given  permissi)n  to  the  owner 
to   arrange,   subject   to   their  approval, 
for  the  disposal  of  about  50  acres  of 
untenanted  land  immediately  surround- 
,  ing  his  c'emesi  e,  so  that  the  amenities 
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of  the  demesne  and  mansion  house  m^^y 
not  be  interfered  with. 

Evicted  Tenants— Case  of  Mr.  Henry 
I  OTlanagan. 

Mr.  DUFFY  (Gilway,  8.) :  To  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland  whether  in  regard  to 
the  case  of  Mr.  Henry  O'Flanagan,  an 
evicted  tenant  on  the  Blake-Foster 
estate,  now  Scottish  National  Assurance 
Company,  Kinvana,  County  Galway, 
negotiations  were  opened  two  years  ago 
by  the  Commissioners  with  a  view  to 
his  reinstatement;  and  whether  they 
wfll  now  state  when  Mr.  0*Flanagan's 
case  is  likely  to  be  dealt  with. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  BirreU,)  The  Estates 
Commissioners  have  inquired  into  the 
claim  of  Henry  O'Flanagan,  and  have 
referred  his  case  to  their  inspector  with 
the  object  of  providing  him  with  a 
holding  if  possible. 


QUESTIONS  IN  THE  HOUSE. 


Signal  Batings. 
Mr.  C.  DUNCAN  (Barrow-in-Furness): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Admir- 
alty what  is  the  total  number  of  signal 
ratings  borne,  and  how  many  have  been 
promoted  to  the  warrant  rank  of  signal 
Doatswain  for  the  past  year. 

The  CmL  LORD  or  the  ADMIR- 
ALTY  (Mr.  Lambert,  Devonshire,  South 
Molton) :  The  Answer  to  the  first  part  of 
the  Question  is  3,315,  including  260  boys. 
There  have  been  no  vacancies  in  the  rank 
of  signal  boatswain  during  the  past  year, 
and  consequently  there  have  been  no 
promotions  to  that  rank. 

Ifaiinfactnre  of  Torpedoes  at  Woolwich. 
Mr.  CARLILE  (Hertfordshire,  St. 
Albans) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to 
the  Admiral^  how  many  men  are 
employed  at  Woolwich,  either  directly  or 
indirectly,  upon  the  production  of  tor- 
pedoes ;  and  whether,  when  this  employ- 
ment is  transferred  to  the  proposed  new 
workshops  at  Greenock,  all  these  work- 
men will  be  employed  there,  and  facilities 
given  for  the  removal  of  themselves  and 
their  families  to  that  place. 


Mr,  LAMBERT :  The  Answer  to  the 
first  part  of  the  Question  is  approximately 
700.  It  is  the  intention  to  transfer  as  far 
as  possible  the  present  personnel  at  the 
Torpedo  Factory,  Woolwich,  to  Greenock, 
and  a  small  Departmental  Committee  has 
been  appointed  to  consider  how  best  this 
can  be  done  with  a  minimum  of  inconveni- 
ence to  those  concerned. 

Mr.  CARLILE  asked  whether  pro- 
vision would  be  made  for  the  removal  of 
the  families  of  the  men. 

Mr.  LAMBERT:  The  Depaitmental 
Committee  will  take  that  matter  into 
consideration. 

Boyal  Naval  Reserve  Engine-room 
Artificers. 

Mr.  ALDEN  (Middlesex,  Tottenham) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Admir* 
alty  whether  he  will  state  the  number  of 
efficient  Royal  Naval  Reserve  engine- 
room  artificers,  with  the  numbers  that 
have  first  or  second-class  Board  of  Trade 
certificates,  and  the  number  that  have 
been  promoted  to  warrant  engineer 
without  a  Board  of  Trade  certificate. 

Mr.  LAMBERT :  The  Answer  to  the 
first  Question  is  521.  Sixty  more  were 
enrolled  at  the  end  of  last  year,  but  they 
have  not  yet  been  reported  upon  after 
Naval  training.  The  Answer  to  the  second 
Question  is  65,  and  to  the  third  12. 

Befirigerating  Machinery  in  Ships 
Magazines. 

Mr.  BELLAIRS  (Lynn  Regis) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty 
whether  the  first  estimate  of  £500,000  as 
the  cost  of  fitting  refrigerating  machinery 
to  the  magazines  of  ships,  including  all 
necessary  alterations,  is  likely  to  be 
exceeded. 

Mr.  LAMBERT :  Not  as  far  as  can 
be  ascertained  at  present. 

Army  Reports. 
♦Sir  CHARLES  DILKE  (Gloucester- 
shire, Forest  of  Dean) :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  if  ho  can 
state  when  the  General  Annual  Report 
on  the  British  Army  for  the  year  ending 
30th  September  last  and  the  Report  on 
recruiting  will  be  in  the  hands  of 
I  Members. 
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Thk  secretary  of  STATE  for 
WAR  (Mr.  Haldane,  Haddington) :  It 
is  hoped  that  the  General  Annual  Report 
which  will  contain  the  Annual  Recruiting 
Report  will  be  ready  for  publication  by 
the  end  of  the  month. 

The  Territorial  Army— Promotions  to 
Honorary  Rank. 

Mr.  REES  (Montgomery  Boroughs) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  whether,  seeing  that  the  regulations 
for  the  Volunteer  Force  prohibited  more 
than  one  promotion  to  honorary  rank,  and 
that  thereby  quartermasters  were  unable 
to  rise  beyond  the  honorary  rank  of 
captain,  he  will  make  provision  in  the 
regulations  for  the  Territorial  Army  that 
quartermasters  who  have  received  the 
honorary  rank  of  captain  may,  after  a 
prescribed  term  of  years,  be  allowed  the 
further  step  to  the  honorary  rank  of 
major. 

Mr  haldane  :  Yes,  Sir.  Provision 
will  be  made  for  this  in  the  forthcoming 
regulations. 

Drill  BegiQations  for  Artillery  Becmits. 
Sir  CHARLES  DILKE  :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  War  whether 
the  statements  in  paragraph  14  of  the 
Order  dated  24th  February,  on  the  train- 
ing of  the  Territorial  Force,  by  which  it 
is  explained  that  drills  up  to  three  may 
be  performed  in  one  day,  and  in  para- 
graph 17,  that  non  commissioned  ofRcers 
mav  count  attendance  at  lectures  as  drills, 
and  privates  attendance  at  physical  train- 
ing as  drills,  up  to  a  maximum  of  five 
drills  in  each  case,  apply  to  the  drills 
set  forth  in  Appendix  2,  dealing  with 
Artillery  recruits ;  and  how  far  he  regards 
the  forty-five,  and  afterwards  twenty, 
annual  drills,  thus  reduced,  as  sufficient 
in  the  case  of  drivers  and  specialists  of 
field  lotteries  about  to  bo  formed. 

Mr.  HALDANE:  The  provisions  of 
paragraphs  14  and  17  do  apply  to  the 
number  of  drills  required  by  Appendix 
2.  It  is  oimsidereil  by  the  General  Staff 
that  the  instruction  imparteil  at  lectures 
will,  within  the  limits  defined,  be  of 
equal  value  to  that  impart^inl  at  drills, 
and  that  the  substitution  of  three  physical 
drills  for  one  ordinary  drill  will  be  of 
benefit  to  l>oth  drivers  and  specialists 
of  Artillery,  and  will  not  reduce  their 
training  below  what  is  required. 


•Netherayon  Cavalry  SchooL 

Mr.  CARLILE:  On  behalf  of  the 
noble  Lord  the  Member  for  the  Thirsk 
Division  of  Yorkshire,  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  whether  it  is 
possible  for  Yeomanry  officers  to  qualify 
for  promotion  to  the  rank  of  field  officer 
by  attending  a  course  at  Netheravon 
instead  of  being  attached  to  a  regular 
cavalry  regiment  if  they  so  elect. 

Mr.  haldane  :  Only  senior  Yeo- 
manry officers  who  are  in  possession  of 
certificates  qualifying  for  the  rank  of 
major  can  attend  the  Cavalry  School  for 
a  refresher  course.  At  present  the 
necessary  facilities  do  not  exist  at  the 
school  to  enable  more  Yeomanry  officers 
to  attend.  Further,  it  is  considered  that 
attachment  to  a  Regular  cavalry  regi- 
ment is  more  beneficial  to  them. 

Territorial  Army  Attestation  Form. 

Mr.  BRIDGEMAN  (Shropshire,  Oswes- 
try) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
Stat:)  for  War  if  the  penalties  prescribed 
in  the  Territorial  and  Reserve  Forces 
Act  still  remain  in  force  with  respect  to 
enlistments  in  the  Territorial  Armv ;  and 
if  the  revised  attestation  form  does  or 
does  not  convey  any  actual  change  in  the 
provisions  of  the  Army  Act  so  far  as  they 
apply  to  the  Territorial  Forces. 

Mr.  HALDANE:  All  the  penalties 
prescribed  in  the  Territorial  and  Reserve 
Forces  Act  remain  in  force  with  respect 
to  enlistments  in  the  Territorial  Force. 
No  change  in  the  provisions  of  the  Army 
Act  applicable  to  the  Territorial  Force  is 
conveyed  by  the  attestation. 

Sale  of  Licensed  Property  hy  the 

War  Office. 

♦Mr.   GEORGE  FABER  (York):   I 

beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War 

whether,  when  the  "  Coach  and  Horses," 

a  fully  licensed  public  house,  at  Hilsea, 

near    Portsmouth,   was    sold  by  public 

auction  in  July  last  on  behalf  of  the  War 

■  Office,  the  then  owners  of  it|  a  reserve 

I  price  was  put  upon  it ;  if  so,  whether  the 

!  reserve  price  was  fixed  on  instructions 

I  from  the  War  Office,  and  was  it  so  fixed 

:  on  the  basis  of  the  War  Office  being  the 

'  owners  of  a  fully  licensed  property,  with 

I  a  permanent  monopoly  value,  or  on  what 

'  basis  ;  at  how  many  years'  purchase  on  the 

,  rental  value  was  the  property  sold ;  and 

'.  did  the  auctioneer  who  was  instrueted  by 
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the  War  Office  to  sell  the  property  make 
any  announcement  before  the  sale,  on 
behalf  of  the  War  Office,  that  the  property 
in  question  was  likely  to  be  injuriously 
affected  in  value  by  impending  Govern 
ment  legislation. 

»Mr.  LEIF  JONES  (Westmoreland, 
Appleby) :  Before  that  Question  is 
answered,  may  I  ask  whether  the  reserve 
price  fixed  in  this  case  was  not,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  War  Office,  the  market 
value  of  the  property  to  be  sold,  and 
whether  he  has  ever  known  a  case  in 
which,  when  licensed  pi-emises  were 
offered  for  sale,  the  auctioneer  has  re- 
minded possible  purchasers  that  the 
license  was  an  annual  privilege,  and  that 
the  property  might  at  any  time  be 
affected  in  value,  either  by  the  action  of 
the  justices  or  by  legislation. 

♦Mr.  SPEAKER:  The  hon.  Member 
must  give  notice  of  that. 


the 


far    as 

in  order  my 

The  Answer 


Mr.  HALDANE:  So 
supplemental  Question  is 
reply  is  in  the  affirmative, 
to  the  Question  on  the  Paper  is  this — 
the  reserve  price  of  the  "Coach  and 
Horses "  was  not  fixed  on  the  basis  sug- 
gested by  the  hon.  and  learned  Member, 
but  at  the  amount  of  a  written  offer 
received  prior  to  the  sale.  The  rental, 
which  was  fixed  at  £125  a  year  on  a 
twenty -one  years'  lease  in  1886  was  no 
criterion  of  the  value  of  the  house  at  the 
time  of  the  sale,  as  the  neighbourhood  has 
changed  considerably  during  the  currency 
of  the  lease.  The  fact  that  the  lessee, 
and  at  least  one  other  bidder  were  willing 
to  give  £10,000  for  the  property  at  a 
time  when  it  was  well  known  that 
licensing  legislation  was  imminent,  seems 
to  indicate  that  for  some  years  the  terms 
of  the  lease  must  have  been  very  profitable 
to  the  lessee.  The  reply  to  the  last  part 
of  the  Question  is  in  the  negative.  I  may 
add  that  the  time  of  sale  was  not  fixed 
with  any  idea  of  realising  a  maximum 
price,  as  has  been  suggested,  but  under 
the  rule  laid  down  by  a  recent  Committee 
on  War  Department  land  that  all  super 
fluous  land  is  to  be  sold  as  leases  expire. 
In  this  case,  the  lease  expired  in  Septem- 
ber, 1907. 

♦Mr.  GEORGE  FABER  :  May  I  ask 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  whether,  at  the 
time  when  this  property  was  sold  on  a 


basis  of  monopoly  value,  he  himself,  as  a 
member  of  the  Government,  was  aware 
that  legislation  was  intended  prescribing 
a  time-limit  for  licensed  property  1 

Mr.  HALDANE :  The  hon.  Member 
seems  to  suppose  that  in  dealing  with  the 
sale  of  superfluous  property,  whether 
licensed  or  otherwise,  I  personally  inter- 
vene and  fix  the  terms.  I  do  not,  and 
most  properly  do  not.  As  regards  the 
rest  of  the  Question,  it  was  well  known 
that  the  Government  was  going  to  deal 
with  licensin  i.  I  think  it  was  perfectly 
certain,  ever  since  the  passing  of  the  Act 
by  the  late  Government,  that  the  next 
Government  would  deal  with  the  question 
of  licensing.  The  subject  has  been  con- 
stantly discussed. 

♦Mr.  GEORGE  FABER:  May  I  ask 
for  a  specific  answer  ?  Did  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  himself  know  that  a  time- 
limit  was  to  be  proposed  by  his  own 
Government  ? 

Mr.  HALDANE  :  Suppose  I  did;  what 
difference  would  it  make  ? 

♦Mr.  GEORGE  FABER :  I  see  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  declines  to  reply. 
I  was  not  aware  that  there  was  anything 
discourteous  in  my  Question.  May  I  ask 
whether  the  Government  of  which  ne  is 
a  member  has  two  standards  of  value — 
one  when  they  are  selling  property  and 
another  when  they  propose  legislation  1 


♦Mr.  SPEAKER:   That 
ment,  and  not  a  question. 


IS  an 


argu- 


Gun  Statistics. 
Mr.  ARTHUR  lee  (Hampshire,  Fare- 
ham)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  if  he  will  state  the  respective 
weights  of  the  following  field  guns, 
complete  in  each  case  with  carriage  and 
limber  filled  with  ammunition :  the 
18  pounder  quick-firing  gun,  the  15- 
pounder  converted  gun  for  Territorial 
Army,  and  the  15-pounder  unconverted 
gun  ;  also  the  weight  of  shield  complete 
as  fitted  to  the  18  pounder  quick-firing 
gun. 

Mr.  HALDANE :  The  figures  asked 
for  are  as  follows.  I  hive  also  added 
those  for  the  5  -  in.  howitzer.  The 
weights  do  not  include  gunners  or  per- 
sonal kit3  :— 18-pr.  Q.F.,  38  cwt ,  2  qrs., 
26  lbs.  (with  24  rounds  of  ammunition,  and 
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inclusive  of  shield) ;  15-pr.  B.L.,  uncon- 
verted, Mark  L,  37  cwt.,  2  qrs.,  17  lbs  ; 
Mark  IV.,  36  cwt.,  0  qrs.,  12  lbs.  (with  42 
rounds  of  ammunition);  15-pr.  B.L., 
converted,  Mark  I.,  41  cwt.,  3  qrs.; 
Mark  IV.,  40  cwt.,  1  qr.  (with  42  rounds 
of  ammunition) ;  5-in.  Howitzer,  43  cwt., 
1  qr.,  8  lbs.  (with  16  rounds  of  ammuni- 
tion). The  weight  of  18-pr.  Q.F.  shield, 
1  cwt.,  1  qr.,  21  lbs. 

The  New  Guns. 
Mr.  ARTHUR  LEE  askedthe  Secretary 
of  State  for  War  whether,  having  com- 
plied with  the  request  made  to  him  last 
week,  that  he  should  arrange  to  exhibit  the 
converted  IS-pounder  field  gun  to  Mem- 
bers of  that  House,  he  would  also  bring 
up  the  18-pounder  quick-firing  gun,  in 
order  that  hon.  Members  might  have  an 
opportunity  of  studying  the  comparative 
values  of  the  guns  which  were  to  be 
supplied  to  the  Territorial  Army  and  to 
the  Regular  Forces,  respectively. 

Mr.  HALDANE:  I  have  already,  at 
the  request  of  the  hon.  Member,  blocked 
up  the  Star  Chamber  Court  with  field  ar 
tillery,  and  to  put  in  any  more  would,  I 
think,  have  a  deterrent  effect.  -If  any 
hon.  Member  wishes  to  see  the  18-poundcr 
gun,  I  shall  be  glad  to  make  arrange- 
ments for  him  to  do  so. 

Mr.  ARTHUR  LEE :  Will  not  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  arrange  to  give  an 
exhibition  of  these  two  guns,  so  that  hon. 
Members  may  see  for  themselves  the 
inferiority  of  the  gun  to  be  supplied  to 
the  Territorial  Army  1 

Mr.  HALDANE :  You  can  go  down 
to  Woolwich  and  see  them.  I  am  not 
going  to  bring  these  guns  up  here.  These 
are  the  very  guns  which  were  commended 
in  the  House  of  Lords  by  Lord  Roberts 
for  firing  batteries  of  sixty  rounds  a 
minute. 

Becruiting  Natives  in  Nyassaland. 

Sir  C.  HILL  (Shrewsbury) :  I  bog  to 
ask  the  Under-Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies  at  what  dale  between  10th 
February  and  24tli  February  last  did  the 
recruitment  of  natives  in  the  Nyassaland 
Protectorate  reconimence. 

Thk  under  -  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  FOR  THK  COLONIES  (Mr. 
Chl'RCIIILI.,  Manchester,  N.W.) :  There 


has  been  no  recruiting  in  Nyassaland  for 
the  Rand  since  November,  1906. 

Sonth  Nigeria— DwellingB  for  Enropeans- 
Mr.  CATHCART  WASON  (Orkney 
and  Shetland) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under- 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  if 
some  means  can  be  found  to  secure  good 
sanitary  dwellings  for  European  officials 
at  Lagos,  South  Nigeria,  with  the  least 
possible  disturbance  to  the  present  pro- 
prietors ;  if  the  head-quarters  of  the  rail- 
way are  at  some  distance  from  Lagos  and 
are  hsalthy;  and,  if  so,  if  Europeans 
could  be  provided  with  comfortable  houses 
in  or  near  the  same  place. 

Mr.  CHURCHILL  :  Eflforts  are  being 
made,  and  it  is  believed  with  success,  to 
secure  sites  for  dwellings  on  the  condition 
referred  to.  The  hecMU-quarters  of  the 
railway  are  situated  some  four  miles  from 
Lagos  at  the  railway  terminus.  As 
regards  health,  there  is  little  to  choose 
between  this  place — the  town  of  Ebute 
Metta— and  Lagos.  Ebute  Metta  would 
be  quite  unsuitable  as  a  place  of  residence 
for  European  officials  other  than  those 
connected  with  the  railway,  and  any 
available  land  there  is  no  more  than 
I  sufficient  for  the  necessary  extension  of 
the  railway  premises.  It  may  be  added 
that  the  aquisition  of  sites  at  Ebute 
Metta  would  involve  the  removal  of  the 
present  residents  in  the  same  manner  as 
has  been  found  necessary  at  Lagos. 

Treaty  with  the  Egba  Ohielk. 
I      Mr.  CATHCART  WASON  :    I  beg 
.  to    ask  the    CTnder-Secretary    of    State 
!  for     the     Colonies     if    his     attention 
!  has    been    called    to   the  recent   meet- 
ing    between     the      Commissioner    of 
His   Majesty's    Government^    the  Egba 
chiefs,  and  people  at  Abeokuta ;   will  he 
say  jf  the  independence  of  the  people 
there  is  secured  by  treaty ;  and  if  he  is 
aware  that  the  people  view  with  extreme 
I  suspicion  proposals  to  supervise  the  chiefs 
or  suggestions  to    interfere   with  their 
privilege  of  levying  tolls. 

Mr.  CHURCHILL:  Yes,  Sir.  The 
independence  of  the  Egba  country  is 
recognised,  subject  to  certain  conditions, 
by  a  Treaty  made  in  1893,  but  subse- 
(juont  agreements,  both  judicial  and  com- 
mercial, have  also  been  entered  into. 
Under  the  latter,  dating  from  1903,  the 
native  authorities  agreed  not  to  add  to. 
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their  list  of  dutiable  gooda,  or  to  increase 
the  duties,  without  the  sanction  of  the 
Secretary  of  State.  It  will  be  seen, 
therefore,  that  the  rights  of  the  native 
wthoritiea  in  this  respect  are  already 
limited  by  the  agreements  into  which 
they  .have  voluntarily  entered. 

Mr.  CATHCART  WASON  :  May  I 
ask  the  hon.  Gentleman  whether  he  is 
not  aware  that  there  are  constant  efforts 
being  made  by  merchants  and  others  to 
induce  natives  to  do  away  with  the  tolls  1 
It  is  a  matter  of  extreme  importance. 

Mr,  CHURCHILL :  Yes,  I  know  there 
are  efforts  being  made  to  do  away  with 
the  tolls ;  and,  of  course,  it  would  be  a 
good  thing  if  the  tolls  could  be  done 
away  with,  but  they  would  not  be  done 
away  with  without  some  other  arrange- 
ment equally  beneficial  to  the  native 
chiefs  being  arrived  at. 

The  Nairobi  Floggings. 
Sir  gilbert  PARKER  (Gravesend) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Under-Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Colonies  whether  a  communica- 
tion has  been  received  through  the 
Governor  of  the  East  Africa  Protectorate 
from  Mr.  W.  A.  Burn,  barrister  at-law, 
practising  at  Nairobi,  asking  for  com- 
pensation for  unsustained  prosecution  in 
connection  with  the  Nairobi  flogging 
incident  ;  and,  whether,  in  view  of  the 
opinions  expressed  by  the  magistrate  in 
acquitting  him,  the  Government  still 
declines  to  consider  his  claim  to  com- 
pensation. 

Mr.  CHURCHILL  :  Mr.  Bum  was 
present  in  the  crowd  upon  the  occasion 
of  the  flogging  incident  at  Nairobi  on 
the  14th  of  March,  1907,  and  was  charged 
by  the  police  with  being  a  party  to  those 
improper  proceedings.  He  was  sum- 
moned to  attend  the  Court  at  Nairobi  on 
the  25th  March,  and  after  a  fair  hearing 
of  the  case  was  discharged  by  the  magis- 
trate. There  is  nothing  in  this  to  warrant 
any  claim  for  compensation,  and  certainly 
none  will  be  entertained  by  His  Majesty's 
Oovernment. 

Dinizalu. 
Mr.  WILLIAM   KKDMOND   (Clare, 
E.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under-Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Colonies,  if  Dinizulu's" soli- 
citor and  representiitives  are  allowed  to 


proceed  to  Zululand  to  obtain  evidence 
for  Dinizulu's  defence. 

Mr.  G.  greenwood  (Peterborough): 
I  beg  also  to  ask  the  Under-Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Colonies,  whether  Dinizulu's 
solicitor  or  legal  adviser  has  been  refused 
permission  to  enter  Zululand  for  the 
purpose  of  investigating  evidence  on  his 
behalf ;  and,  if  so,  whether  His  Majesty's 
Government  will  take  steps  to  secure  free 
access  to  Zululand  for  such  solicitor  or 
other  legal  adviser,  in  order  that  Dini- 
zulu  may  not  be  prejudiced  in  his 
defence. 

Mr.  CHURCHILL :  Complaint  of  such 
refusal  has  been  made,  but  the  Natal 
Government,  as  appeared  from  the  tele- 
gram which  I  read  to  the  House  on  10th 
March,  state  that  they  will  give  the  usual 
opportunities  to  the  defence  to  obtain 
evidence.  I  am  making  further  inquiries 
on  this  head. 

Mr.  MACKARNESS  (Berkshire,  New- 
bury) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under-Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Colonies  whether  in  view 
of  the  fact  that  the  chief  Dinizulu  has 
been  ever  since  the  23rd  of  December  in 
prison,  and  under  secret  examination 
before  a  magistrate  in  Natal  upon  charges 
which  have  never  been  specified,  and  are 
not  based  upon  sworn  information,  and 
considering  that  this  chief  is  a  British 
subject  towards  whom  the  Imperial 
Government  has  special  obligations,  he 
will  consider  the  advisability  of  recom- 
mending that  an  application  be  made  to 
the  Supreme  Court  of  Natal  for  an  order 
for  his  liberation  from  custody. 

Mr.  CHURCHILL :  I  do  not  gather 
from  my  hon.  and  learned  friend's  Ques- 
tion to  whom  he  would  desire  the 
Secretary  of  State  to  address  such  a 
recommendation.  Obviously  it  could  not 
be  made  to  the  Natal  Government,  because 
they  are  the  prosecutors  in  the  name  of 
the  Crown,  and  as  to  the  other  party  to 
the  proceedings,  namely,  the  prisoner — 
he  is  represented  by  his  legal  advisers, 
who  will,  I  feel  sure,  make  such  an  ap- 
plication to  the  Supreme  Court  when 
they  think  it  desirable  in  the  interest  of 
their  client. 

*Mr.  REES  :  May  I  ask  if  it  is  true 
that  the  Government  of  Natal  addressed 
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a  minute  to  the  Governor  of  Natal  point- 
ing out  the  patent  untruth  of  the  charges 
brought  against  the  Government  of  Natal 
in  this  respect  ? 

Mr.  CHURCHILL:  Yes,  some  mes- 
sage of  that  kind  has  undoubtedly  been 
addressed  to  the  Governor  bv  the 
Minister.  But  the  charges  were  of  a 
very  numerous  character,  and  we  have 
asked  for  specific  information  on  the 
various  points  referred  to. 

♦Mr.  REES  :  Will  the  information  be 
communicated  in  substance  to  the  House  ? 

Mr.  CHURCHILL:  The  hon.  Gentle- 
man is  no  doubt  aware  that  all  the 
relations  between  the  Government  and 
responsible  self-governing  Colonies  are 
carried  on  through  a  system  of  Ministerial 
minutes.  As  to  which  of  these  minutes 
should  be  published  I  cannot  say  until 
the  times  comes  to  lay  them. 

White  Labour  in  the  Transvaal  Mines. 
Mr.  EVELYN  CECIL  (Aston  Manor) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Under-Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Colonies  whether,  on  31st  Decem- 
ber, 1905,  at  the  time  when  His  Majesty's 
present  advisers  took  office,  the  number 
of  whites  employed  in  the  Transvaal 
mines  was  18,159,  and  whether  on  31st 
December,  1907,  it  was  17,697. 

Mr.  CHURCHILL  :  The  first  figure  is 
correct  for  31st  December,  1905  ;  the 
latter  is  the  average  figure  for  the  month 
of  Deceinber  last.  In  both  cases  the 
figures  refer  only  to  gold  mines. 

Portuguese  Natives  in  the  Transvaal. 

Mr.  MITCHJilLL-THOMSON  (Lanark, 
N.W.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under-Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Colonies  whether  natives 
recruited  from  Portuguese  territory  for 
the  Transvaal  are  permitted  by  law  to 
become  registered  as  owners  of  land  in 
the  Trans vaiil  1 

Mr.  CHURCHILL:  Natives  from 
Portuguese  East  Africa  have,  I  under- 
stand, the  same  right  of  purchase  and 
registration  in  regard  to  land  as  natives 
of  the  Transvaal. 

Health  of  Natives  in  the  Transvaal 
Mines. 

Mr.  fell  (Great  Yarmouth):  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Umler-Secretary  of  State  for 


the  Colonies  if,  having  regard  to  the  re- 
sponsibilities of  the  Government  under 
the  Transvaal  constitution  in  respect  of 
the  natives  employed  in  the  mines,  he 
will  take  care  that  Dr.  Sanson,  the 
medical  officer  appointed  by  this  Govern- 
ment to  look  after  the  health  of  the 
natives,  and  who  has  recently  been  re- 
trenched by  the  Transvaal  Government, 
is  replaced  by  some  other  equally  efficient 
medical  officer. 

Mr.  CHURCHILL :  It  is  not  in  the 
power  of  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies  to  make  appointments  to  the 
Transvaal  Civil  Service. 

Sir  gilbert  PARKER :  Is  it  not  in 
the  power  of  the  British  Government  to 
make  representations  to  the  Transvaal  on 
a  question  which  was  reserved  for  special 
consideration  1 

Mr.  CHURCHILL:  The  Colonial 
Secretary,  in  the  name  of  His  Majesty's 
Government,  can  make  representations 
on  any  subject  at  any  time  to  any  self- 
governing  colony  in  the  British  Empire. 

Sir  GILBERT  PARKER:  Will  not 
the  Government  under  the  circumstances 
make  representations  to  the  Transvaal 
Government  on  a  matter  which  so  inti- 
mately concerns  the  well-being  of  the 
natives  employed  in  the  Transvaal  mines  T 

Mr.  CHURCHILL :  For  the  last  few 
years,  and  particularly  since  the  estab- 
lishment of  responsible  Government, 
there  has  been  a  steady  decline  in  the 
mortality  of  natives  on  the  Rand,  and 
before  we  could  undertake  to  make 
special  representations  on  a  small  point 
of  administrative  detail,  we  should  have 
to  be  convinced  that  there  was  an  im- 
proper state  of  things  justifying  such 
action.     That  has  not  been  proved. 

Sir  GILBERT  PARKER:  Will  the 
Government  take  pains  to  inquire 
if  the  conditions  now  are  such  as  to 
warrant  doing  without  the  services  of  an 
inspector  whose  action  has  been  of  such 
benefit  to  the  natives  ? 

Mr.  CHURCHILL :  Our  communica- 
tions with  the  Transvaal  Government  are 
very  numerous,  but  we  are  anxious  that 
they  should  not  be  more  so  than  in  the 
case  of  other  self-governing  Colonies. 
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Mr.  fell  :  Has  there  been  an  im- 
provement in  the  health  of  the  natives  ? 

Mr.  CHURCHILL :  Since  1904  there 
has  been  a  steady  improvement  in  the 
mortality  rate.  It  lies  with  hon.  Members 
asking  these  Questions,  at  any  rate,  to 
show  some  firima  facie  grounds  for  our 
interfering  with  a  responsible  Govern- 
ment in  this  matter. 

Bepatriation  of  the  Chihese. 
Mr,  fell  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under- 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  if  it 
is  the  intention  of  the  Transvaal  Govern- 
ment to  repatriate  the  remaining  29,000 
Chinese  working  in  the  mines  and  to 
replace  them  by  natives ;  and  from  what 
country  in  Central  or  South  Africa  will 
these  natives  be  drawn. 

Mr.  CHURCHILL :  It  is  the  declared 
intention  of  the  Transvaal  Grovemment 
to  repatriate  the  Chinese,  and  the  neces- 
sary Lbour  in  substitution  will,  no  doubt, 
be  drawn  from  all  those  places  in  which 
the  Transvaal  have  liberty  to  recruit; 
unless,  as  is  hoped,  it  may  be  found 
possible  to  make  a  greater  use  of  white 
labour  with  improved  machinery. 

Native  Lagislation. 
Mr.  fell  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under- 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  if 
the  native  question  has  been  reserved  in 
respect  of  any  of  the  self-governing 
Colonies,  with  the  exception  of  the 
Transvaal. 

Mr.  CHURCHILL:  Natal  and  the 
Orange  River  Colony  are  the  only  self- 
governing  Colonies  besides  the  Transvaal 
where  the  governor  is  required  to  reserve 
legislation  imposing  special  disabilities 
on  persons  not  of  European  birth  or 
descent. 

Goanese  and  Indians  in  British  East 
AiHca. 

Sir  gilbert  PARKER :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Under-Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies  how  many  Goanese  and  Indians 
are  employed  by  the  British  East  African 
Grovemment  at  a  gross  remuneration  of 
£80  and  more  a  year. 

Mb.  CHURCHILL  :  I  regret  that  I 
am  not  in  a  position  to  give  the  informa- 
tion desired  by  the  hon.  Member,  but  I 
can  make  inquiry,  if  desired. 


Land  Ordinance  for  British  East  Aftica. 
Sir  GILBERT  PARKER:  I  beg  to 
to  ask  the  Under-Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Colonies  whether  the  new  Land 
Ordinance  for  British  East  Africa  is  now 
under  consideration  by  the  Colonial 
Office ;  and  whether  it  will  be  submitted 
to  Parliament  before  being  despatched 
to  British  East  Africa. 

Mr.  CHURCHILL:  Instructions  will 
shortly  be  sent  with  regard  to  the  pro- 
visions of  the  new  Land  Ordinance  which 
it  is  intended  to  introduce  in  the  Legisla- 
ture of  the  East  Africa  Protectorate. 
There  will  be  no  objection  to  th^  despatch 
conveying  these  instructions  being  laid 
before  Parliament  as  soon  as  it  has  been 
received  in  East  Africa. 

Proposed  Becmitment  of  Malagasy 
Labonr. 

Sir  gilbert  PARKER :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Under-Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies  whether  natives  recruited  from 
Portuguese  East  Africa  are  entitled  under 
the  regulations  to  bring  their  wives  and 
children  to  the  Rand  at  the  expense  of 
the  importers,  as  in  the  case  of  the 
Chinese;  and  whether,  in  the  event  of 
natives  from  Madagascar  being  recruited 
for  the  ^  Rand,  such  provision  will  be 
made. 

Mr.  CHURCHILL :  The  question  of 
recruitment  from  Madagascar  is  not  yet 
sufficiently  advanced  to  make  it  worth 
while  even  to  consider,  still  less  to  decide, 
the  exact  regulations  which  would  be 
necessary  to  secure  decent  and  healthy 
conditions  for  such  labour.  Natives  of 
the  actual  ^Continent  of  Africa  are 
recruited  for  short  periods  of  six  months 
or  a  year,  and  do  not,  as  the  hon.  Member 
is  aware,  bring  their  wives  and  children 
with  them  to  Johannesburg. 

Treaty  between  Great  Britain  and  Siam ' 
Mr.  GIBBS  (Bristol,  W.):  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs  whether  the  Government  have 
satisfied  themselves  that  the  result^  of 
the  treaty  now  pending  between  Great 
Britain  and  Siam  would  be  beneficial  to 
British  trade  in  those  parts. 

The  FINANCIAL  SECRETARY  to 
THE  TREASURY  (Mr.  Runciman,  Dews- 
bury  ;  for  Sir  Edward  Grey)  :  British 
trade  interests  will,  of  course,  be  borne  in 
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mind.  But  my  right  hon.  friend  is  wait- 
ing till  he  receives  a  draft  of  the  terms 
which  are  proposed,  and  he  must  have  an 
opportunity  of  considering  them  before 
he  can  answer  questions  on  the  subject. 

Bossian  Tea  Duties. 
Mr.  REES  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  whether 
Bussia  proposes  to  remove  the  surtax  on 
Indian  and  Ceylon  teas  entering  the 
Empire  by  way  of  the  Black  Sea  or  other 
European  ports. 

Mr.  RUNCLMAN:  Representations 
have  recently  been  made  to  the  Russian 
(Jovemment  on  the  subject.  No  reply 
has  yet  been  received. 

Egyptian  Gtovemment  School-Sports. 
Mr.  kettle  (Tyrone,  E.) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs  whether  he  can  now  state  if  the 
sports  competition  for  Government 
schools  has  been  fixed  by  the  Ministry  of 
Education  in  Egypt,  on  the  advice  of 
Mr.  Dunlop,  for  Friday,  20th  March; 
whether  an  announcement  had  previously 
been  made  that  a  mourning  ceremony  for 
the  late  Moustafa  Kamel  Pasha  is  to  be 
held  on  that  date  ;  and  whether,  in  view 
of  the  profound  esteem  in  wHich  the 
pasha  was  held  by  the  Egyptian  people, 
he  will  instruct  the  British  Agent  to 
advise  the  Government  to  hold  the  sports 
competitions  on  some  other  date,  and  to 
allow  the  students  of  the  schools  to  par- 
ticipate in  the  public  tribute  of  re- 
spect to  the  memory  of  Moustafa  Kamel. 

Mr.  RUNCLMAN:  My  right  hon. 
friend  learns  that  the  usual  date  of  the 
sports  would  have  fallen  within  a  few  days 
of  the.  mourning  ceremony.  In  these 
circumstances  it  was  decided  some  time 
ago  to  postpone  them  this  year  till  IDth 
April,  about  a  month  after  the  ceremony. 
It  is  very  much  to  be  regretted  that  a 
statement  which  w;is  the  exact  opposite 
of  the  truth  should  have  been  circulated. 

Egyptian  Students  and  the  Funeral  of 
Moustafa  Kamel  Pasha. 

Mr.  KETTLK  :  I  ]>og  to  ask  the  Secre- 
tavy  of  State  for  Foreign  Atlairs  whether 
he  can  now  state  if  Mr.  Dunlop,  Adviser 
to  the  Ministry  of  Kducation  in  Kgypt, 
advised  the  Government  to  inflict  punish- 
ment on  the  students  of  the  Government 


schools  who  attended  the-  fimeral  of  the 
late  Moustafa  Kamel  Pasha;  whether 
some  years  ago  when  a  Mr.  De  Vere.  a 
professor  of  gymnastics,  died,  Mr.  Dunlop 
requested  the  students  of  the  Government 
schools  to  attend  his  funeral;  whether 
any  students  have,  in  fact,  been  punished ; 
and  what  is  the  nature  of  the  punishment 
employed  in  the  Government  schools. 

Mr.  RUNCIMAN:  If  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber will  send  to  my  right  hon.  friend  the 
information  on  which  his  Question  is 
based,  my  right  hon.  friend  will  ask  for  a 
Report  on  the  question  of  punishments 
in  schools. 

Licensing  Compensation  in  London. 
I  Mr.  DUNDAS  WHITE  (Dumbarton- 
I  shire) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
I  State  for  the  Home  Department,  with 
I  reference  to  the  sum  of  £327,763  18s.  3d. 
;  awarded  as  compensation  for  non-renewal 

of  licences  at  the  supplemental  meetings 
i  of  the  County  of  London  Quarter  Sessions 
;  on  the  27th  and  28th  days  of  January, 
j  1908,  of  which  the  sum  of  £46,542  was 
!  assigned  to  the  licence  holders,  whether 

he  can  say,  approximately,  how  the  re* 
;  mainder,  amounting  to  more  than 
;  £280,000,  was  distributed,  how  many 
I  brewery  and  distillery  companies  partici- 
:  pated  in  it,  and  what  were  the  ainounts 
:  allocated  to  any  of  these  companies. 

The  secretary  of  STATE  for 
THE  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Mr.  Glad- 
STONE,  Leeds,  W.):  I  am  indebted  to 
the  clerk  of  the  compensation  authority 
for  the  County  of  Lonaon  for  the  following 
figures :— Of  the  sum  of  £281,221  to  be 

;  distributed  to  parties  other  than  the 
licence  holders,  a  sum  of  £195,376  is  to 
go   to  brewers  and  distillers,   and    the 

!  remainder,  £85,845,  to  ninety-two  other 
parties.  There  are  thirty-eight  brewers 
and  one  distiller,  each  interested  in  from 
one  to  ten  cases,  and  receiving  total  sums 
varying  from  £50  to  £24,674. 

The  Children  Bill. 

Lord  EDMUND  TALBOT  (Sussex, 

Chichester) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 

State  for  the  Home  Department  if  he  will 

state,  with  reference  to  Clause  22  of  the 

I  Children  Bill,  under  what  Vote  in  Com- 

I  mittee  of  Supply  would  it  be  possible  to 

criticise  or  call   in  (question  the  acts  or 

decisions  of  inspectors  appointed  by  him 

under  the  Bill. 
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Mr,  GLADSTONE  :  It  is  clearly  right 
that  hon.  Members  should  be  able  to  raise 
such  points  in  Committee  of  Supply,  and 
Amendments  will,  if  necessary,  be  moved 
when  the  Bill  is  in  Committee  to  remove 
any  doubts  as  to  whether  such  criticism 
would  be  in  order  on  the  Vote  for  the 
Home  Secretary's  salary. 

Mannfacture  of  Explosives— Case  of 
Messrs.  Kynoch. 

♦Mr.  BELLAIRS  (Lynn  Regis) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department  whether  he  is  aware 
of  the  Report  of  His  Majesty's  Inspector 
of  Explosives,  that  the  offence  of  Kynoch, 
Limited,  in  adding  mercuric  chloride  for 
the  purpose  of  masking  the  only  available  | 
test,  was  one  liable  to  be  a  cause  of 
great  danger  in  that  with  explosives  so 
treated  there  is  no  means  whatever  of 
finding  out  if  they  are  dangerously  un- 
stable, and  that  a  test  would  lead  to  the 
belief  that  dangerously  unstable  ex- 
plosives were  fit  for  prolonged  storage, 
hot  climates,  or  drastic  treatment  for 
purposes  of  thawing  them  ;  and,  in  view  . 
of  the  statements  conveyed  therein  of 
the  way  the  lives  of  miners,  soldiers, 
and  sailors  have  been  hazarded,  what . 
punishment  has  been  visited  on  the ! 
firm. 

Mr.  GLADSTONE :  Large  quantities 
of  Messrs.  Kynoch's  explosives  were 
placed  under  seizure  and  proceedings 
were  instituted  against  the  firm  in  various 
parts  of  England,  Scotland,  and  Wales, 
for  breach  of  the  terms  of  their  licence. 
At  Grays  they  were  fined  £25  and  the 
explosive  was  ordered  to  be  forfeited. 
Further  legal  proceedings  were  stayed  in 
pursuance  of  the  terras  of  the  agreement 
which  I  fully  explained  to  the  House  in 
my  statement  of  the  27th  June  last. 
These  terms  included  the  acceptance  of 
the  magisterial  decision,  and  the  with- 
drawal of  their  appeal.  The  severe  losses, 
direct  and  indirect,  which  the  firm  have 
sustained,  have,  in  my  opinion,  inflicted 
a  heavy  penalty  upon  them. 

Mr.  RIDSDALE  (Brighton)  inquired 
whether  Messrs.  Kynoch  had  been  re- 
moved from  the  list  of  contractors. 

Mr.  GLADSTONE  :  That  has  nothing 
to  do  with  my  Department.  The 
Question  should  bo  addressed  to  the 
Secretary  for  War. 


,  Mr.  MOONEY  (Newrv):  Is  it  not  a 
fact  that  Messrs.  Kynocn  agreed  to  a 
verdict  being  riven  against  them  od 
technical  grounds,  and  the  Home  Office 
agreed  to  withdraw  all  imputations  oC 
any  kind  whatever;  and  does  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  think  it  fair,  therefore, 
to  use  the  Order  Paper  of  this  House  to 
repeat  this  charge  1 

Mr.  GLADSTONE :  The  facts  stated 
by  the  hon.  Member  are  substantially 
correct. 

♦Mr.  BELLAIRS  :  Was  the  definite 
charge  of  using  chloride  in  order  to 
facilitate  passing  the  heat  test  withdrawn  1 


Mr.     GLADSTONE 
admitted  fact. 


It     was     an 


Pembroke  Explosion. 

Mr.  BELLAIRS:  1  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment why  the  Report  of  His  Majesty's 
Inspector  of  Explosives  of  6th  November, 
1906,  concerning  an  explosion  which 
occurred  in  the  County  of  Pembroke,  was 
not  issued  until  November,  1907,  after 
the  adjournment  of  Parliament. 

Mr.  GLADSTONE  :  The  Report 
referred  to  was  kept  back  while  certain 
proceedings  against  Messrs.  Kynoch  were 
sub  jvdice  and  pending  the  settlement 
which  I  explained  to  the  House  on  the 
27th  June  last.  Much  correspondence 
ensued  in  connection  with  the  terms  of 
the  settlemenc ;  and  it  was  not  until  the 
end  of  October  that  it  was  deemed  proper 
to  issue  the  Report.  The  delay  had  no 
connection  with  the  adjournment  of 
Parliament. 

Licensing  Proposals. 

;      Mr.  younger  (Ayr  Burghs^ :  I  beg 

;  to  ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
upon  what  statistics  of  population  to 
acreage  he  based  the  proposals  in  the 
Licensing  Bill  for  a  reduction  of  on-licences 
to  a  statutory  proportion  to  population ; 

I  and  whether  he   will   lay   the   statistics 

I  -upon  the  Table  of  the  House. 

Mr.  GLADSTONE:  My  right  hon. 
friend  has  asked  me  to  answer  this  Ques- 
tion. The  scale  of  statutory  reduction 
was  obtained  by  applying  the  principle 
recommended  in  Lord  Peel's  Report  as 
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to  the  ratio  of  licensed  premises  to  popu 
latioii  in  "  town  "  and  **  country  "  respec- 
tively to  the  known  variations  in  the 
density  of  the  population  in  different 
areas,  so  as  to  form  a  graduated  scale 
between  the  least  and  the  greatest  density. 
The  general  basis  is  to  be  found  in  the 
Census  ligures,  but  the  mode  in  which 
the  scale  will  operate  will  depend  on  the 
infinitely  varying  circumstances  of  every 
ward  and  parish.  It  is  impossible  to 
show  these  variations  by  statistics. 

Mr.  younger  :  May  I  ask  if  the 
Government  have  launched  their  scheme 
entirely  on  the  recommendations  of  the 
minority  report  of  the  Royal  Commission, 
and  without  really  inquiring  into  the 
effect  of  the  application  to  the  various 
districts  of  this  reduction  ] 

Mr.  GLADSTONE  :  The  Government 
examined  a  great  many  sample  cases,  and 
came  to  the  best  conclusion  they  could. 

Mr.  younger  :  Is  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  aware  that  the  majority  of 
the  Commission  made  no  such  recommen- 
dation at  all  1 

Mr.  GLADSTONE :  I  do  not  know 
whether  you  wish  us  to  accept  all  the 
recommendations  of  the  majority  Report. 

Irish  Weaving  Industry. 
Mr.  LONSDALE  (Armagh,  Mid.): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the  Board 
of  Trade  whether  he  will  appoint  a 
small  committee  of  manufacturers  and 
hand-loom  weavers  to  inquire  and  report 
whether  it  is  desirable  to  mark  Irish 
hand-woven  damasks  in  such  a  way  as  to 
protect  this  home  industry,  \i'ith  a  view 
to  early  legislation  on  the  subject. 

The  PARLIAMENTARY  SECRE- 
TARY TO  THE  BOARD  OF  TRADE 
(Mr.  Keauley,  Devonport) :  The  Board 
of  Trade  see  no  reason  why  the 
manufacturei-s  and  hand-loom  weavers 
should  not  confer  together  with  regard 
to  the  establishment  of  a  recognised  mark 
for  Irish  hand-woven  damasks  in  such  a 
way  as  to  indicate  their  Irish  origin.  If, 
however,  the  hon.  Member  wishes  to 
suggest  compulsory  legislation  for  the 
purpose,  I  must  point  out  that  no  imjuiry 
with  a  view  to  the  compulsory  marking 
of  home  products  could  bo  limited  to  a 
single  article  of  trade. 


Captain  CRAIG  (Down,  E.) :  Will 
the  hon.  Gentleman  use  his  influence  to 
secure  that  the  words  '*  Irish  hand- 
woven  "  are  worked  into  the  damasks, 
and  thus  help  to  restore  the  industry  of 
Ireland  ? 

♦Mr.  SPEAKER:  Notice  should  be 
given  of  that. 

Honsing  BilL 

Sir  J.  DICKSON-POYNDER  (Wilt- 
shire, Chippenham):  I  beg  to  ask  the 
President  of  the  Local  Government  Board, 
if  he  can  state  the  day  on  which  he 
proposes  to  introduce  the  Housing  Bill. 

The  president  op  the  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  John 
Burns,  Battersea) :  I  cannot  at  present 
fix  a  day,  but  I  hope  to  introduce  the 
Bill  at  an  early  date. 

Mr.  watt  (Glasgow,  College)  :  Can 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  say  if  this  Bill 
will  include  Scotland— the  land  of  his 
birth  1 

Mr.  JOHN  BURNS :  I  have  hope  in 
that  direction. 

Bates  in  Agricoltoral  Districts. 
Mr.  GWYNN  (Galway) :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  President  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  what  were  the  average  rates  in 
agricultural  districts  throughout  England 
and  Wales  on  agricultural  land,  and  on 
other  hereditaments,  for  the  years  1899- 
1900  and  1906-7,  respectively. 

Mr.  JOHN  BURNS:  Agricultural 
districts  cannot  be  exactly  distinguished 
for  the  purposes  of  the  statistics  relat- 
ing to  local  taxation.  The  only  rate 
generally  levied  in  the  13,000  rural 
parishes  in  England  and  Wales  is 
the  poor  rate.  In  a  few  of  these 
parishes  there  is  also  a  burial  rate, 
which  is  similar  in  all  respects  to  the 
poor  rate.  In  the  year  1899-1900  the 
average  rate  in  the  £  of  these  rates,  in 
all  the  rural  parishes,  was  just  under  2s. 
9d.  In  the  year  1905-6,  which  is  the 
latest  year  for  which  similar  information 
can  be  given,  the  average  rate  was 
rather  ovei  3s.  O^d.  The  average  rates 
i  in  respect  of  agricultural  land  were  in 
!  each  case  one-haU  of  the  amount. 
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Boad  Repairing  and  the  Unemployed. 

Mr.  MYER  (Lambeth,  N.) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  President  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  if,  taking  into  consideration 
the  disrepair  of  the  roads  throughout  the 
country,  many  of  which  have  not  been 
re-metalled  for  a  number  of  years,  he  will 
take  steps  to  compel  county,  urban,  and 
rural  district  councils  to  put  such  work 
in  hand  where  necessary,  thereby  giving 
employment  to  many  men  who  are  at 
present  a  burden  on  the  rates. 

Mr,  JOHN  BURNS :  I  am  not  em- 
powered to  compel  \  the  local  authorities 
mentioned  in  the  Question  to  put  in  hand 
work  of  the  kind  to  which  mynon. friend 
refers.  I  may,  however,  draw  his  attem 
tion  to  Section  10  of  the  Highways  and 
Locomotives  (Amendment)  Act,  1878, 
under  which  county  councils  may  enforce  | 
on  highway  authorities  the  performance 
of  their  duty  in  respect  of  the  mainten- 
ance or  repair  of  highways,  if  complaint  ; 
is  made  to  them  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  MYER  asked  whether  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  would  appoint  a  Com- 
mission to  report  on  the  state  of  the  roads 
throughout  the  country. 

Mr.  JOHN  BURNS  said  he  could  not 
at  this  moment  comply  with  the  hon. 
Member's  request;  but  within  the  last 
few  months  work  of  this  kind  had  been 
projected  which  would  give  work  to  the 
type  of  men  mentioned  by  the  hon. 
Member. 

Bnral  Markets. 
Mr.  WALTER  LONG  (Dublin,  S.) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  whether  his  attention 
has  been  drawn  to  the  difficulties  which 
arise  in  the  present  state  of  the  law  in 
regard  to  the  establishment  and  control 
of  cattle  and  other  markets  in  rural 
districts  ;  whether  he  can  see  his  way  to 
introduce  a  Bill  on  the  subject  this 
session ;  and,  if  so,  when. 

Mr.  JOHN  BURNS:  My  attention 
has  been  drawn  to  this  subject.  I  hope 
to  be  able  to  introduce  a  Bill  with  regard 
to  it  during  the  present  session ;  but  I 
cannot  at  present  fix  a  date  for  the 
purpose. 

xMr.  CATHGART  WASON  asked 
whether  the  Bill  would  give  power  to  pre- 
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vent  the  offering  of  diseased  cattle  for 
sale  in  public  yards. 

Mr.  JOHN  BURNS:  That  subject 
has  nothing  to  do  with  the  object  of  the 
Bill. 

Mr.  CATHGART  WASON  said.it 
had  a  good  deal  to  do  with  this  question. 

Mr.  JOHN  BURNS:  Yes,  after  the 
markets  are  established. 

Politics  in  the  Post  Office. 
Mr.    CLAUDE    HAY    (Shoreditch," 
Hoxton) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Postmaster- 
General  whether  he  will  give  equal  rights 
bo  all  political  associations  formed    by 
postal  servants. 

The  POSTMASTER-GENERAL  (Mr. 
Sydney  Buxton,  Tower  Hamlets, 
Poplar) :  Yes,  sir ;  I  have  done  so,  and 
propose  to  continue  to  do  so. 

Falkirk  Telegraphists'  Wages. 
Mr.  J.  M.   MACDONALD  (Falkirk 
Burghs):  I  beg  to  ask  the  Postmaster- 

;  General  whether  he  is  aware  that  accord- 
ing to  the  recent  Returns  of  the  Board  of  - 
Trade  the  cost  of  living  at  Falkirk  is  97  ' 

I  per  cent.,  as  compared  with  98  per  cent. 

'  at  Glasgow  and  100  per  cent,  at  Edin- 
burgh, and  that  the  wages  paid  to  tele- 
graphists rise  to  a  maximum  of  56s.  per 
week  at  Edinburgh  and  Glasgow,  as 
compared  with  44s.  at  Falkirk;  and 
whether  it  is  proposed  to  readjust  the 
Falkirk  scales  in  accordance  with  the 
cost  of  living  in  that  town. 

Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON:  The  Par- 
liamentary  Committee  recommend  that 
the  classification  of  each  town  should 
I  depend  on  the  volume  of  work  and  on 
the  cost  of  living.  The  volume  of  work 
at  Falkirk  is  161  units,  which  places  it 
provisionally  in  Class  IV.,  the  units 
of  work  of  which  are  between  120  and 
240.  The  volume  of  work  at  Edinburgh 
is  4782  units,  and  at  Glasgow  7404, 
which  places  them  in  Class  I.  The  cost 
of  living  at  Falkirk  does  not  appear  to  be 
higher  than  at  Edinburgh  or  Glasgow. 

Liverpool  and  Hong  Kong  Mail  Route. 

Mr.  HAROLD  COX  (Preston) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Postmaster-General  what  is 
the  net,  as  distinguished  from  the  gross, 
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revenue  obtained  from  mail  matter  des- 
patched by  the  Liverpool  and  Hong  Kong 
route,  after  allowance  has  been  made  for 
the  cost  of  collecting  this  mail  matter,  of 
conveying  it  to  Liverpool,  and  of  anjjr 
handling  in  the  course  of  transit  which  is 
not  provided  for  by  the  contractors. 
• 

Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON  :  The  analy- 
sis of  the  general  cose  of  the  Inland 
Postal  Service  in  such  a  manner  as  to 
show  the  actual  cost  of  a  particular  sec- 
tion of  the  service  is  a  matter  of  great 
complexity  and  some  uncertainty^.  More- 
over, the  deduction  of  that  cost,  if  it  could 
be  ascertained,  from  the  gross  revenue, 
would  not  give  a  fair  measure  of  the 
proper  sum  that  should  be  paid  for  the 
remainder  of  the  service,  since,  if  post- 
age rates  are  uniform,  some  services  are 
necessarily  less  remunerative  than  others. 
Probably  my  hon.  friend's  object  will  best 
be  met  by  stating  the  amount  which 
would  have  to  be  paid  at  Postal  Union 
transit  rates  if  the  service  from  Liverpool 
to  Hong  Kong  were  performed  by 
another  administration,  instead  of  going 
by  the  Canadian  Pacific  service.  That 
sum  is  estimated  at  rather  under 
X20,000. 

Projected  Non-pi^ovided  Schools. 
Mr.  MYER  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Board  of  Education  if  he  will 
state  how  many  proposed  new  provided 
schools,  the  plans  of  which  have  been 
submitted  by  the  local  authorities  to  the 
Board  of  Education,  are  at  present  await- 
ing its  approval ;  whether  in  one  county 
lhei*e  are  at  least  eighteen  so  hung  up  ; 
and  if  he  can  st^te  the  rciison  for  the 
delay. 

The  PRESIDENT  of  the  BOARD 
OF  EDUCATION  (Mr.  xMcKenna,  xMon- 
mouthshiro,  N.)  :  The  number  of  plans 
which  have  been  submitted  to  the  Board 
and  have  not  yet  been  approved  could 
only  be  ascertained  with  great  difficulty. 
A  considenible  number  are,  of  course, 
nocesj^arily  suspended  pending  the  expira- 
tion of  the  statutory  period  of  notice 
reiiuired  in  the  case  of  new  schools  or 
enlargements  by  Section  8  of  the  Act 
of  1902.  I  am  not  aware  of  any  un- 
necessary delay  and  cannot  identify  the 
countv  to  which  my  hon.  friend  refers, 
but  \\  ho  will  inform  me  of  the  cases 
which  he  has  in  view  I  shall  be  happy  to 


make  inquiries  and  to  let  him  know  the 

result. 

Mr.  MYER :  Are  there  eighteen  in 
the  county  of  Middlesex  ? 

Mr.  McKENNA  :  Now  that  my  hon. 
friend  has  named  a  county  I  will  inquire. 

Attendance  Begulations- 
Lord.  EDMUND  TALBOT  (Sussex, 
Chichester:  I  beg  to  ask  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Board  of  Education 
whether  the  words,  children  in  attend- 
ance as  computed  by  the  Board  of 
Education,  in  Clause  2  of  the  Education 
Bill,  mean  children  in  average  attend- 
aace ;  and,  if  not,  what  is  the  meaning  of 
those  words. 

Mr.  McKENNA:  I  am  considering 
the  possibility  of  replacing  by  some  more 
satisfactory^  system  the  present  method 
of  computmg  what  is  known  as  "  average 
attendance,"  which  is  open  to  serious 
objection  on  several  grounds,  among 
others,  as  affording  a  pecuniary  induce- 
ment to  retain  children  in  school  who, 
for  medical  reasons,  ought  to  be  excluded. 
Any  change  would,  however,  apply  to  the 
whole  system  of  grants,  and  until  certain 
inquiries  which  I  have  recently  instituted 
into  the  working  of  the  present  system 
and  the  effects  of  various  possible  bases 
are  completed,  I  cannot  make  any  state- 
ment on  the  subject.  Any  changes,  how- 
ever, which  are  ultimately  adopted  in 
this  respect  will  necessarily  be  of  such  a 
nature  as  not  to  alter  materially  the 
numbers  in  each  school  on  which  grants 
are  calculated,  or  upon  which  Clause  2 
of  the  Bill  will  turn! 

Swansea  Edncation  Dispute. 
Lord  K  CECIL  ^arylebone,  R) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Education  whether  he  has  received  any 
reply  from  the  Swansea  local  education 
authority  to  the  letter  of  the  Department 
dated  the  10th  February. 

Mr.  McKENNA  :  I  am  informed  that 
the  Education  Committee  have  drafted  a 
reply  to  the  Board's  letter  of  the  10th 
February,  which  will  be  submitted  to  the 
town  council  at  a  meeting  to  be  held 
this  week. 

House  of  Commons  Llbraiy 
Mr.  ALDEN  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First 
Commissioner  of  Wor^s  whether  he  has 
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found  it  possible  to  make  such  alterations, 
structural  or  otherwise,  to  the  existing 
Library  as  would  allow  a  large  number  of 
modern  standard  works  to  be  placed 
therein;  and  whether  he  can  make  any 
statement  upon  the  subject. 

♦The  first  COMMISSIONER  op 
WORKS  (Mr.  Harcourt,  Lancashire, 
Rossendale) :  I  have  made  careful  search 
for  waste  spaces  which  might  be  avail- 
able for  the  storage  of  books  which  are 
in  little  request,  and  I  have  found 
sufficient  to  enable  me  to  give  in  the 
future  considerable  relief  to  the  shelves 
of  the  Library  proper  and  I  hope  that 
thereby  accommodation  may  be  afforded 
for  the  improvement  of  the  Library  in 
historical,  biographical,  and  constitutional 
works.  I  will,  if  necessary,  ask  the  House 
at  a  later  date  to  assent  to  a  Supple- 
mentary Estimate  for  the  work  of  in- 
creasing the  storage  accommodation,  which 
I  am  sure  will  command  the  general 
approval  of  Members. 

Importation  of  Straw  firom  Dunkirk. 

Mr-  CHAPLIN  (Surrey,  Wimbledon) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  hon.  Member  for  South 
Somerset,  as  representing  the  President 
of  the  Board  of  Agriculture,  in  reference 
to  the  cargo  of  straw  brought  from  Dun- 
kirk, being  a  district  affected  with  foot- 
and-mouth  disease,  by  the  ship  *'  Fram '' 
to  Dublin,  and  the  landing  of  which  was 
prohibited  and  prevented  on  its  arrival 
oy  a  Special  Order  issued  by  the  Vice- 
President  of  the  Agricultural  Department 
in  Ireland,  whether  any,  and  what,  pre- 
<»ution8  were  taken  by  the  Agricultural 
Department  in  England  to  prevent  it 
subsequently  landing  in  Great  Britain ; 
whether  it  was  so  prevented ;  and,  if  not) 
is  he  able  to  say  what  became  of  the 
cargo. 

Mr.  J.  A.  PEASE  (Essex,  Saffron 
Walden ;  for  Sir  Edward  Strachey)  : 
The  Board  had  no  evidence  to  show 
that  there  was  any  exceptional  danger 
attendant  on  the  landing  of  the 
cargo  of  straw  to  which  the  right  hon. 
Member  refers,  and  they  therefore  took 
no  special  steps  in  the  matter.  They  are 
not  m  a  position  to  say  what  became  of 
the  cargo.  The  General  Order  which 
was  issued  on  the  4th  inst.  with  regard 
to  the  importation  of  foreign  hay  and 
6traw  was  of  course  not  then  in  force. 


The  Tubercnlin  Test. 
Mr.  COURTHOPE  (Sussex,  Rye) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  hon.  Member  for  South 
Somerset,  as  representing  the  President 
of  the  Board  of  Agriculture,  whether 
cattle  suffering  from  indigestion  or  other 
indisposition  caused  by  a  sea  voyage, 
commonly  re-act  to  the  tuberculin  test. 

Mr.  J.  A.  PEASE  :  It  would  not  be 
correct  to  say  that  non-tuberculous  cattle 
sufiFering  from  indigestion  or  other  india^ 
position  caused  by  a  sea  voyage  commonly 
re-act  to  the  tuberculin  test.  Such  cattle 
may,  however,  and  frequently  do  show 
irregularities  of  temperature  for  a  few 
days  after  landing  which  make  it  im- 
possible correctly  to  interpret  the  result 
of  the  test. 

Mr.  COURTHOPE  :  Is  it  not  the  fact 
that  many  cattle  sent  from  this  country 
to  Argentine  are  slaughtered  immediately 
on  arrival  ? 

Mr.  J.  A.  PEASE  asked  for  notice. 

Mr.  COURTHOPE  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
hon.  Member  for  South  Somerset,  as 
representing  the  President  of  the  Board 
of  Agriculture,  whether  cattle  sent  from 
this  country  to  the  Argentine  are  sub- 
jected to  the  tuberculin  test  immediately 
on  arrival  ?  rshMui 

I  beg  also  to  ask  the  hon.  Member 
for  South  Somerset,  as  representing 
the  President  of  the  Board  of  Agri- 
culture, whether  the  Board  of  Agriculture 
will  request  the  authorities  of  the  Argen- 
tine Republic  to  keep  British  imported 
cattle  in  quarantine  for  at  least  four  days 
before  subjecting  them  to  the  tuberculin 
test. 

Mr.  J.  A.  PEASE:  The  Argentine 
General  Sanitary  Regulations  of  1903 
provide  for  the  application  of  the  tuber- 
culin test  to  imported  animals  at  the  end 
of  the  period  of  40  days,  during  which 
they  are  quarantined.  We  have  no 
knowledge  that  this  requirement  has 
been  in  any  way  modified,  nor  have  we 
received  any  complaints  on  the  subject. 
No  representations  to  the  Argentine 
Government  appear  therefore  to  be  called 
for. 

Mr.  COURTHOPE:    Is  the  hon. 
Gentleman  aware  of  the  Report  which 
H  2 
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stated  that  the  animals  were  slaughtered 
one  or  two  days  after  arrivaJ  after 
examination  by  a  veterinary  surgeon  T 
Will  he  inquire  if  that  is  correct  1 

Mr.  J.  A.  PEASE  asked  for  notice. 

Mr.  LUPTON  (Lincolnshire,  Slea- 
ford)  :  Is  the  hon.  Gentleman  aware  that 
the  tuberculin  test  is  of  very  doubtful 
Talue? 

Mr.  J.  A.  PEASE  asked  for  notice. 


Parliamentary  Printing. 
Mr.  HAROLD  COX:  1  beg  to  ask 
the  Patronage  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
whether  his  attention  has  been  called  tcj 
the  waste  of  public  money  caused  by  the 
daily  printing  on  the  Order  Paper  of 
(Government  Notices  of  Motion  and 
Orders  of  the  Day,  and  the  amendments 
thereto,  which  have  no  prospect  of  coming 
before  the  House ;  and  whether  he  will 
take  steps  to  avoid  this  waste  by,  as  far 
as  possible,  placing  upon  the  Paper  only 
those  Notices  and  Orders  with  which  the 
Government  intend  to  proceed,  should  i 
opportunity  offer.  | 


Enfleld  Lock  Small  Arms  Factory— 
Gompenaation  for  Accidents. 

Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN  (Kilkenny) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  whether  he  is  aware  that  a  man 
named  West,  employed  until  recently  at 
the  Small  Arms  Factory,  Enfield  Lock, 
met  with  a  serious  accident  to  his  arm  in 
July,   1885 ;  a  very  serious  accident  to 
his  leg  in  October,  1886,  which  has  left  a 
running  wound,  and  which  has  had  to 
be  under  medical  care  ever  since;  the 
total  loss  of  one  eye  on  the  17th  May, 
1887,  for  which  the  Government  gave 
him  £23,   and  then  docked  his  wages 
10s.  per  week  till  it  was  paid  back ;  that 
he  was  ruptured  in  May,  1905 ;  that  some 
hot  metal  almost  destroyed  the  sight  of 
his  remaining  eye  in  1907,  leaving  him 
almost  blind;  and  that  he  met  with  a 
serious  accident  to  his  hand,  destroying 
two    fingers,    happening    subsequently; 
and  whether  this  man,  now  aged  sixty- 
two,  was  discharged  without  any  com- 
pensation ;   and,  if  so,  whether  he  will 
take     his     case     into     his     favourable 
consideration. 


The  parliamentary  SECRE- 
TARY TO  THE  TREASURY  (Mr.  George 
Whiteley,  Yorkshire,  W.R.,  Pudsey): 
During  the  'earlv  stages  of  a  session, 
it  is  of  general  convenience  to  place 
all  the  Government  Orders  upon  the 
Order  Paper,  especially  when,  as  in  the 
present  session,  there  has  been  no 
volume  of  amendments  to  any  parti- 
cular Bill.  When  there  has  been  such 
an  accumulation  of  amendments,  I  have 
endeavoured  to  arrange  the  Orders 
each  day  with  due  regard  to  economy, 
and  will  continue  to  do  so. 

Mr.  BRIDC^EMAN:  Will  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  consider  the  desirability 
of  placing  in  some  conspicuous  place  the 
programme  of  forthcoming  business. 

Mr.  GEORGE  WHITELEY:  The 

Programme  is  usually  announced  on 
'hursdays  for  the  succeeding  week, 
and  if  any  alteration  is  subsequently 
made,  a  Question  is  usually  prompted, 
but  if  there  is  any  general  desire  that 
a  paper  should  be  posted  in  the  outer 
lobby,  it  can  be  done. 


'  Mr.  RUNCIMAN:  My  right  hon. 
I  friend  has  asked  me  to  reply  to  this 
Question.  As  I  informed  the  hon. 
I  Member  for  Enfield  on  the  10th  instanti' 
the  question  of  rendering  any  further 
assistance  to  this  man  presents  grave 
I  rlifiiculties  and  I  am  not  yet  in  a  position 
to  say  whether  anything  can  be  done  for 
him.  I  should  point  out,  however,  that 
'  the  hon.  Member  is  not  correct  in  his 
statement  of  the  facts;  for  example. 
West  received  £73  not  £23  as  compen- 
sation, and  it  is  not  the  case  that  he 
was  docked  10s.  per  week  of  his  wages 
till  the  money  was  repaid.  It  is  true, 
however,  that  immediately  after  the 
accident  he  was  re-employed  at  wages 
lt)wer  by  10s.  than  he  had  been  receiving, 
but  after  a  little  more  than  a  vear  he 
was  put  back  to  his  old  rate  of  wages 
and  continued  at  that  rate  until  in 
September,  1902,  when  he  was  fifty-eight 
years  of  age,  they  were  increased  by  4^. 
a  week.  On  retirement  he  was  granted 
a  gratuity  of  £29  ISs.  6d. 

Shader  Landing  Place. 
♦Mb.  weir  (Ross  and  Cromarty) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  for  Scotland  if 
he  can  state  when  the  proposed  works  at 
the  landing  place  at  Shader,  Island  of 
Lewis,  are  likely  to  be  commenced. 
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The  SECRETAEY  for  SCOTLAND 
<Mr.  Sinclair,  Forfarshire)  :  I  can  add 
nothing  to  the  information  which  my 
hon.  friend  has  already  received  from  the 
Congested  Districts  Board,  except  that  if 
the  works  are  not  begun  before  the  4th 
proximo  the  Congested  Districts  Board 
propose  to  cancel  their  grant. 

Island  of  Lewis  Water  Supply. 
♦Mr.  weir  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secre- 
tary for  Scotland,  in  view  of  the  fact  that 
the  Scottish  Office  state  that  the  local 
authority  in  the  Island  of  Lewis  are  not 
in  possession  of  sufficient  funds  to  admit 
of  any  satisfactory  improvement  being 
effect^  in  the  supply  of  water  in  the 
insanitary  townships,  will  he  state  how 
he  proposes  to  deal  with  the  matter, 
especially  bearing  in  mind  that  nearly 
every  outbreak  oF  fever  in  the  island  has 
been  attributed  to  the  defective  water 
supply. 

Mr,  SINCLAIR  ;  I  am  glad  to  inform 
my  hon.  friend  that  some  progress  is 
being  made.  The  Local  Government 
Board  are  informed  that  during  the  past 
three  years  four  new  wells  have  been 
sunk  and  three  more  are  expected  to  be 
completed  by  May. 

♦Mr.  REES  :  Is  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man aware  that  the  people  of  Stomoway 
have  twice  held  indignation  meetings  to 
protest  against  the  insanitary  character 
attributed  by  the  hon.  Member  to  their 
salubrious,  island  ? 

♦Mr.  WEIR :  Is  not  the  hon.  Member 
for  Montgomery  Boroughs  aware  that 
Stomoway  is  not  the  Island  of  Lewis. 

Case  of  Bobert  Simpson,  of  Qlaagow. 
Mr.  WATT:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  for  Scotland  whether,  in 
connection  with  the  case  of  Robert 
Simpson,  of  Glasgow,  who  was  sentenced 
on  12th  June  last  to  five  years  penal 
servitude,  his  attention  has  been  called  to 
the  facf  s  that  letters  admitting  the  author- 
ship of  the  telegram  and  purporting  to 
come  from  John  Hill,  an  important 
witness  who  was  not  produced  at  the  trial, 
were  received  on  the  10th  and  23rcl 
July ;  that  these  letters  are  held  by 
experts  to  be  in  the  same  handwriting  as 
the  telegram  for  writing  which  Simpson 
was  found  guilty ;  and  whether  in  view 
of  the  facts  that  the   juries  in  the  civil 


action  and  in  the  criminal  action  differed 
as  to  Simpson  having  written  the  telegram 
and  that  40,450  people  have  petitioned 
in  favour  of  reduction  of  the  sentence,  he 
will  order  this  man's  release  or  reduce  the 
punishment. 

Mr.  SINCLAIR:  The  inquiry  which 
has  been  made  into  the  whole  facts  and 
circumstances  of  this  case  discloses  no 
ground  for  action  in  either  of  the  direc- 
tions suggested  by  my  hon.  friend. 

Mr.  watt  :  Is  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man  aware  that  the  jury  in  the  civil 
action  after  long  consideration  found  this 
man  not  guilty  of  having  written  the 
telegram,  and  ought  not  that  to  have 
some  bearing  on  his  decision. 

Mr.  SINCLAIR'S  answer  was  in- 
audible. 

Trawlers  Oertiflcate  Sospension  Bill- 
Mr.  WEIR :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary 
for  Scotland,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  last 
year  instructions  were  given  by  the 
Secretary  for  Scotland  to  block  the 
Trawlers  Certificates  Suspension  Bill,  will 
he  state  whether  it  is  his  intention  to 
adopt  a  similar  course  this  session. 

Mr.  SINCLAIR :  The  Answer  is  in 
the  affirmative  for  the  reasons  which  I 
have  communicated  to  my  hon.  friend. 

Mr.  WEIR  :  I  want  the  information 
for  my  constituents  ] 

Mr.  SINCLAIR :  The  Answer  is  too 
long  to  be  read  in  the  House,  but  I  will 
issue  it  as  unstarred  if  the  hon.  Member 
wishes. 

Fine  on  a  Qlasgow  Butcher. 

Mr.  CATHCART  WASON:  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  for  Scotland  if  his 
attention  has  been  called  to  the  fine 
recently  imposed  on  a  Glasgow  butcher 
for  having  exposed  a  carcase  for  sale 
which  was  found  to  be  tuberculous ;  and 
whether,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  it  is 
perfectly  competent  to  a  qualified  autho- 
rity to  say  whether  an  animal  is  tuber- 
culous or  not  during  life,  that  the  said 
animal  was  passed  as  sound  by  the 
Glasgow  authorities,  and  that  the  butcher 
acted  in  good  faith,  he  will  consider  what 
steps  in  the  interests  of  justice  he  should 
take. 
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Mr.  SINCLAIR  :  I  have  inquired  into 
the  case  referred  to  by  my  hon.  friend. 
The  sale,  or  exposure  for  sale,  for  human 
food  of  unsound  meat  is  an  offence  under 
the  Public  Health  Act,  and  the  butcher 
in  question  appears  to  have  been  con- 
victed of  a  contravention  of  this  Statute. 
The  facts  mentioned  could  have  been 
brought  to  the  notice  of  the  sherifif,  and 
it  does  not  appear  therefore  that  any 
action  on  my  part  is  called  for. 

Mr.  CATHCART  WASON  :  Had  the 
inspectors  of  meat  no  responsibility  in  the 
matter  ?    Many  of  them  saw  the  carcase. 

Mr.  SINCLAIR'S  answer  was  in- 
audible. 

Mr.  KILBRIDE  (Kildare,  S) :  Are 
these  inspectors  at  U^lasgow  veterinary 
surgeons  1 

Mb.  SINCLAIR  asked  for  notice. 

Scottish  Offices  Vacant. 
Mr.  WEIR :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secre- 
tary for  Scotland  when  it  is  intended  to 
fill  up  the  vacant  offices  of  limner  and 
historiographer. 

Mr.  SINCLAIR:  The  filling  up  of 
these  offices  is  under  consideration,  but  I 
am  not  able  to  make  any  statement  at 
present. 

Mr.  RIDSDALE:  Is  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  aware  that  sums  for  these 
offices  appeared  in  the  Estimates  ? 

Mr.  SINCLAIR:  My  Answer  ad- 
mitted this. 

Mr.  RIDSDALE :  What  has  become 
of  the  money  already  voted  1 

Mr.  SINCLAIR'S  answer  was  in- 
audible. 

Hely  Estate  Evicted  Tenant. 
Mr.  del  ANY  (Queen's  County,  Os- 
sory) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary 
to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether 
any  steps  are  about  to  be  taken  by  the 
Estates  Commissioners  to  reinstate  Mr. 
James  Brennan  (now  of  Killadooley, 
3allybrophy,  Queen's  County,  Ireland), 
who  was  evicted  from  his  holaing  on  the 
Hely  property  at  Folkscourt,  Johnstown, 
County  Kilkenny,  in  1897. 


The  chief  SECRETARY  tor  IRE- 
LAND (Mr.  BiRRELL,  Bristol,  N.) :  The 
Estates  Commissioners  have  inquired  into 
the  case  of  James  Brennan,  and  have 
decided  that  he  is  suitable  to  work  a 
holding.  The  case  has  been  referred  to 
an  inspector  with  a  view  to  providing 
Brennan  with  a  holding  if  possible. 

Doncormack  Letter  Deliveries. 
Mr.  FFRENCH  (Wexford,  S.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Postmaster-General  if  Duncor- 
mack  is  included  in  the  list  of  villages  on 
the  Rosslare  line  of  railway  to  which  it 
is  proposed  to  give  a  second  delivery. 

Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON :  I  regret 
that  it  will  not  be  practicable  to  provide 
a  second  delivery  at  Duncormack,  as  the 
amount  of  correspondence  which  would 
be  benefited  is  not  sufficient  to  justify  the 
cost  involved. 

Duncormack  Telegraphic  Needs. 
Mr.  FFRENCH:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Postmaster-General  whether  he  is  aware 
that  a  telegraph  is  badly  needed  in  the 
village  of  Duncormack,  as  it  is  in  close 
proximity  to  a  railway  station  and  has  a 
petty  sessions  court  and  police  barraek, 
with  several  extensive  business  houses ; 
and  whether,  as  the  nearest  telegraph 
office  is  three  or  four  miles  away,  he  will 
meet  the  wishes  of  the  people  of  this 
village  by  giving  them  a  telegraph  office. 

Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON  :  I  am  sony 
to  say  that  the  probable  amount  of  tele- 
graph business  at  Duncormack  is  not 
sufficient  to  warrant  the  extension  of  the 
telegraph  system  to  that  place  except 
under  guarantee.  Terms  for  an  exten- 
sion under  guarantee  have  been  twice 
offered,  viz.,  in  1901  and  in  1906,  and  I 
am  having  inquiry  made  with  a  view  of 
ascertaining  whether  the  terms  offered  on 
the  last  occasion  can  still  be  quoted. 

Kingstown  Harbour  Mail  Pier. 
Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND  (Waterford) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Postmaster-General  if 
he  will  lay  upon  the  Table  of  the  House 
the  correspondence  which  has  passed  be- 
tween his  Department  and  the  City  of 
Dublin  Steam  Packet  Companj^  in  con« 
nection  with  the  proposed  runmng  of  the 
London  and  North  Western  Company's 
steamers  to  the  mail  pier  at  Kingstown 
Harbour. 
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Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON ;  I  presume 
the  correspondence  referred  to  is  the 
correspondence  now  in  progress.  I  should 
have  no  objection  to  the  publication  of 
the  correspondence  when  completed.  But 
I  should  be  glad  to  confer  with  my  hon. 
friend  as  to  whether  it  is  necessary  to 
have  it  published  as  a  Parliamentary 
Paper. 

Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND :  Will  the 
ri^ht  hon.  Gentleman  be  good  enough  to 
allow  me  to  see  the  correspondence  1 

Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON :  It  U  not 
yet  complete. 

Clerks  to  Surveyors  of  Taxes. 
Mr.  power  (Waterford,  K) :  I  beg 
to  ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
if  any,  and,  if  so,  can  he  now  state  what 
decision,  has  been  arrived  at  with  regard 
to  the  stains  and  conditions  of  employ- 
ment of  clerks  to  surveyors  of  taxes,  as  a 
result  of  the  deputation  which  waited  on 
him  last  year  on  the  subject. 

The  chancellor  of  the  EX- 
CHEQUER (Mr.  ASQUITH,  Fifeshire, 
K) :  I  regret  that,  as  I  explained  the 
other  day  to  the  hon.  Member  for  East 
Leeds,  who  has  interested  himself  in  the 
case  of  these  clerks,  the  inquiry  has  taken 
longer  than  I  anticipated  ;  but  I  hope  to 
be  very  shortly  in  a  position  to  arrive  at 
a  decision. 

Scottish  Small  Holdings  BilL 
Mr,  WILLIAM  REDMOND  (Clare 
E.) :  I  beg  to  ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  if  the  Grovemment  intend  to 
reintroduce  the  Scottish  Small  Holdings 
Bill  which  was  rejected  by  the  House  of 
Lords  on  11th  March. 

Mr.  ASQUITH  :  I  am  not  in  a  position 
at  present  to  make  any  statement  on 
this  subject. 

Land  Tax. 
Mr.  C.  B.  HARMSWORTH  (AVor- 
cestershire,  Droitwich) :  I  beg  to  ask  Mr. 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchecjuer  whether,  in 
connection  ^^ith  the  Financial  Statement 
of  this  year,  he  will  consider  the 
possibility  of  exempting  charities  and 
friendly  societies  from  the  payment  of 
land  tax  when  the  total  income  from 
land  of  such  charities  and  friendly 
societies  is  less  than   £160  per  annum. 


Mb.  ASQUITH:  The  question  of 
exempting  from  land  tax  charities  and 
other  corporations  whose  income  from 
all  sources  does  not  exceed  £160  has 
already  received  my  careful  consideration, 
but,  for  the  reasons  given  in  my  reply  to 
a  Question  by  the  hon.  Member  for  the 
Woodbrid^e  Division  on  the  26th  March 
last,  to  which  I  would  refer  my  hon. 
friend,  I  do,  not  think  that  any  sufficient 
ground  exists  for  altering  the  present 
law.  The  case  for  discrimination  between 
different  charities  on  the  basis,  not  of 
total  income,  but  of  the  amount  of  'vor 
come  derived  from  land  alone,  appears  to 
me  to  be  still  loss  sustainable.  , 

Army  Votes. 
Mr.  LUTTRELL  (Devon,  Tavistock)': 
I  beg  to  ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer whether,  with  a  view  of  provid- 
ing further  time  for  the  discussion  of  the 
number  of  men  required  for  the  Army, 
he  would  undertake  to  place  the  Report 
of  Vote  A,  Army  Estimates,  first  of  the 
Reports  o{  Supply. 

Mr.  ASQUITH:  I  regret  that  it  is 
not  possible  for  me  to  comply  with  my 
hon.  friend's  request,  since  a  promise  has 
already  been  given  to  place  one  of  the 
Navy  Votes  first  upon  Report  of  Supply. 

Hayti:  Despatch  of  British  Warships. 
Sir  gilbert  PARKER  (Gravesend) : 
Is  there  at  present  a  British  warship  in 
the  vicinity  of  Hayti,  where  a  serious 
outbreak  has  occurred,  and,  if  not,  will 
the  Government  send  one  to  proteot 
British  subjects  ? 

Mr.  ASQUITH:  Orders  were  sent 
this  morning  for  the  despatch  to  Hayti  of 
the  "Cressy,**  an  armoured  cruiser  of 
12,000  tons,  and  of  the  "  Indefatigable," 
a  protected  cruiser  of  3,600  tons. 


NEW  BILL. 

CALENDAR  REFORM  BILL. 
!  "  To  reform  the  Calendar,  fix  Easter 
and  other  and  more  Bank  Holidays; 
,  and  for  ether  purposes  in  relation  there- 
I  to,"  presented  by  Mr.  Robert  Pearce ; 
I  supported  by  Sir  William  Bull,  Mr. 
i  John  Deans  Hope,  and  Mr.  Corrie  Grant ; 
i  to  be  read  a  second  time  upon  Tuesday, 
;  24th  March,  and  to  be  printed.  [Bill 
;  155.] 
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SUPPLY  [3bd  Allottid  Day]. 
Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

[Mr.  Emmott  (Oldham)  in  the  chair.] 

CIVIL  SERVICES  AND  REVENUE  DEPART- 
MENTS ESTIMATES,  1908-9  (VOTE  ON 
ACCOUNT). 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £21,805,000, 
be  granted  to  His  Majesty,  on  account, 
for  or  towards  defraying  the  Charges 
for  the  following  Civil  Services  and 
Kevenue  Departments  for  the  year 
ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March  1909, 
viz. — 

CIVIL  SERVICES. 

Class  II. 

£ 
Board  of  Agriculture  and 
Fisheries  .        .        .         65,000 

REVENUE    DEPARTMENTS. 
Post  Office  .        .    6,500,000 

CIVIL  SERVICES. 

Class  II. 
Ireland — 

Department  of  Agriculture 

and  Technical  Instruction         95,000 


Public  Works  and  Build- 


Class  I. 

Royal  Palaces    . 

20,000 

Osborne      .... 

5,000 

Royal  Parks  and  Pleasure 

Gardens 

52,000 

Houses    of    Parliament 

Buildings 

18,000 

Salisbury  Memorial     . 

1,000 

Miscellaneous  Legal  Build- 

ings, Great  Britain  '. 

30,000 

Art  and  Science  Buildings, 

Great  Britain 

25,000 

Diplomatic    and    Consular 

Buildings 

40,000 

Revenue  Buildings      . 

250,000 

Public    Buildings,    Great 

Britain     .... 

230,000 

Surveys  of  the  United  King- 

dom        .... 

90,000 

Harbours  under  the  Board 

of  Trade 

20,000 

Peterhead  Harbour    . 

10,000 

Rates  on  Government  Pro- 

perty      .... 

300,000 

ings,  Ireland   . 

95,000 

Railways,  Ireland 

30,000 

Class  II. 

United  Kingdom  and  England — 

House  of  Lords  Offices 

10,000 

House  of  Commons  Offices  . 

20,000 

Treasury  and  Subordinate 

Departments 

40,000 

Home  Office 

75,000 

Foreign  Office     . 

24,000 

Colonial  Office    . 

25,000 

Privy  Council  Office  . 

5,000 

Board  of  Trade 

100,000 

Mercantile  Marine  Services  • 

•25,000 

Bankruptcy  Department  of 

the  Board  of  Trade  . 

3 

Charity  Commission  . 

15,000 

Civil  Service  Commission     . 

17,000 

Exchequer  and  Audit  De- 

partments 

25,000 

Fnendly  Societies  Registry . 

3,000 

Local  Government  Board    . 

85,000 

Lunacy  Commission  . 

5,000 

Mint  (including  Coinage) 

5 

National  Debt  Office 

.      6,000 

Public  Record  Office 

10,000 

Public  Works  Loan  Com- 

mission   .... 

1,200 

Registrar-General's  Office    . 

15,000 

Stationery  and  Printing 

330,000 

Woods,  Forests,  etc.,  Office 

of 

8,000 

Works         and         Public 

Buildings,  Office  of 

36,000 

Secret  Service    . 

40,000 

Scotland — 

Secretary     for     Scotland, 

Office  of  . 

25,000 

Fishery  Board    . 

7,000 

Lunacy  Commission  . 

2,500 

Registrar-General's  Office 

1,500 

Local  Government  Board 

5,000 

Ireland — 

Lord-Lieutenant's   House- 

hold       .... 

2,000 

Chief  Secretary's  Offices  and 

I 

Subordinate  Departmentt 

i        10,000 

Charitable    Donations    and 

[ 

Bequests  Office 

1,000 

Local  Government  Board 

30,000 

Public  Record  Office 

2,000 

Public  Works  Office 

16,000 
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Registrar  GreneraPs  Office 
Valuation  and  Boundary 
Survey     . 


5,000 

7,000 

Class  III. 
United  Kingdom  and  England — 

Law  Charges  30,000 

Miscellaneous     Legal     Ex- 
penses    ....         28,000 

Supreme   Court  of  Judica- 
ture        ....       150,000 

Land  Registry    .        .        .         16,000 

Public  Trustee    .        .        .  1,000 

County  Courts    ...  2 

Police,        England        and 
Wales      ....         15,000 

Prisons,   England  and  the 

Colonies  320,000 

Reformatory  and  Lidustrial 

Schools,  Great  Britain     .       130,000 

Broadmoor  Criminal  Luna- 
tic Asylum       .        .        •         15,000 

Scotland — 

Law  Charges  and  Courts  of 

Law         ....  30,000 

Register  House,  Edinburgh.  15,000 

Crofters  Commission           .  2,000 

Prisons        ....  35,000 

Ireland — 

Law  Charges  and  Criminal 

Prosecutions  .  .  .  25,000 
Supreme  Court  of  Judica- 
ture, and  other  Legal  De- 
partments .  .  .  43,000 
Land  Commission  .  .  110,000 
County  Court  Officers,  etc.  .  40,000 
Dublin  Metropolitan  Police  .  60,000 
Royal  Irish  Constabulary  .  615,000 
Prisons  ....  50,000 
Reformatory  and  Industrial 

Schools    ....         55,000 
Dundrum  Criminal  Lunatic 
Asylum    ....  4,000 

Class  IV. 
United  Kingdom  and  England — 


Board  of  Education     . 

British  Museum . 

National  Gallery 

National  Portrait  Gallery     . 

Wallace  Collection 

Scientific  Investigation,  etc. 

Universities  and  Colleges, 
Great  Britain,  and  Inter- 
mediate Education,  Wales 


7,000,000 

60,000 

17,000 

3,000 

3,000 

28,000 


75,000 


Scotland — 

Public  Education 
National  Galleries 

Ireland — 
Public  Education 
Endowed     Schools     Com- 
missioners 
National  Gallery 
Queen's  Colleges 

Class  V. 

Diplomatic    and    Consular 

Services 
Colonial  Services 
Telegraph    Subsidies    and 

Pacific  Cable 
Cyprus  (Grant  in  Aid) 


850,000 
3,000 


760,000 

400 
2,000 
2,500 


250,000 
350,000 

25,000 
49,000 


Class  VI. 

Superannuation  and  Re- 
tired Allowances      .        .       300,000 

Miscellaneous,      Charitable 

and  other  Allowances       .  1,150 

Hospitals  and  Charities, 
Ireland     ....         17,000 

Savings  Banks  and  Friendly 

Societies  Deficiencies       .         

Class  VII. 

Temporary  Commissions      .  25,000 
Miscellaneous  Expenses      .  4,740 

Repayments  to  the  Local 

Loans  Fund    .        .        .  

Ireland  Development  Grant  100,000 

Revenue  Departments — 
Customs      ....       350,000 
Inland  Revenue  .        .        .       830,000 

Total  for  Civil  Services 
and  Revenue  Depart 
ments 


£21,805,000" 


Mr.  CHAPLIN  (Surrey,  Wimbledon),  in 
moving  to  reduce  the  sum  by  £1,000,  said : 
My  object  in  moving  the  reduction  which 
stands  in  my  name  on  the  Paper  is  to 
obtain  from  the  Government  some  ex- 
planation of  their  proceedings  both  be- 
fore and  after  the  recent  outbreak  of 
foot-and-mouth  disease  in  Scotland,  and 
also  some  assurance  as  to  the  general 
policy  to  be  observed  and  the  methods  of 
treatment  to  be  adopted  in  any  such 
cases  as  may  imhappily,  if  it  should  be 
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BO,  recur  in  this  country  in  tlie  future. 
Now,  although  I  am  perfectly  ready  to 
adi^it  there  can  be  no  absolute  immunity 
from  outbreaks  of  this  kind,  yet  I  do  say 
that  undoubtedly,  with  care  and  watch- 
ful attention  on  the  part  of  the  Board  of 
Agriculture,  at  all  times,  and  prompt  and 
even  instantaneous  action  when  it  is 
needed,  future  outbreaks  both  can  and 
ought  to  be  prevented.  I  think  I  am 
also  bound  to  add  this,  that  from  the 
information  which  is  now  before  us,  it 
does  appear  to  me  that  the  recent  out- 
break at  Edinburgh  ought  to  have  been 
prevented.  In  support  of  this  statement 
—and  I  hope  to  detain  the  Committee  for 
a  very  short  time  only — I  will  begin  by 
reminding  the  Committee  of  the  history 
of  the  proceedings,  and  of  the  circum- 
stances in  connection  with  the  re-ad- 
mission into  this  country  of  foot-and- 
mouth  disease,  after  Great  Britain  had 
been  perfectly  free  from  that  most 
injurious  pest  for  a  great  number  of 
years.  This  is  a  very  grave  and  serious 
matter  to  the  agricultural  community, 
as  well  as  to  the  country  at  large,  and  I 
hope  to  get  a  satisfactory  explanation 
from  the  hon.  Member  who  is  to-day 
representing  the  Board  of  Agriculture. 
I  am  afraid  we  cannot  yet  say  we  are 
out  of  the  wood,  although  happily  there 
is  reason  to  believe  that  the  disease  at 
all  events  has  been  arrested,  and  I  hope 
with  all  my  heart  that  it  is  so.  If  it 
has  been,  then  I  should  like  to  add  this, 
that,  in  my  humble  opinion,  no  praise 
can  be  too  great  for  the  officials  and 
inspectors  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture,  to 
the  men  who  have  actually  done  the  work 
and  have  succeeded  in  arresting  in  so 
short  a  time  a  disease  which,  as  everyone 
knows,  is  the  most  difficult  to  contend 
with  and  to  get  rid  of  when  once  it  has 
broken  out  in  the  country — in  fact,  there 
is,  in  the  whole  world,  no  more  insidious 
disease  or  one  more  difficult  to  prevent 
spreading,  because  the  infection  is  carried 
by  every  imaginable  means,  even  by 
birds  and  game,  and  it  is  therefore  im- 
portant that  every  conceivable  precau- 
tion should  be  taken.  Now,  the  circum- 
stances to  which.  I  wish  to  allude  are  the 
following : — In  November  last,  on  the 
15th  of  that  month,  the  Board  of  Agri- 
culture was  warned  by  a  letter  from  the 
Central  Chamber  of  Agriculture  in 
London,   which  has  a  permanent  Com- 
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mittee  sitting  on  this  question,  of 
the  great  danger  there  was  at  that  time 
of  the  reappearance  of  the  disease  in  this 
country.  I  think  I  am  fully  entitled  to 
read  that  letter.  It  is  addressed  to  the 
Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Agriculture, 
and  says — 

"  The  attention  of  the  Central  Chamber  has 
been  called  to  the  fact  that  there  is  a  large 
quantity  of  hay  and  straw,  especially  the 
former,  now  being  landed  at  different  places 
on  the  east  coast ;  that  much  of  this  hay  and 
straw  is  coming  from  Holland  and  Belgium 
and  that  there  is  some  uneasiness  among 
the  farmers  of  East  Anglia,  who,  knowing  that 
foot-and-mouth  disease  is  very  bad  in  those 
two  countries,  fear  that  the  infection  may  be 
carried  into  this  country  by  these  means.  My 
Committee  direct  me  to  bring  this  matter  to 
yoiu*  notice,  and  to  express  a  hope  that  the 
Board  will  take  every  possible  precaution  to 
prevent  this  disease  being  brought  here." 

I  think  everybody  will  admit  that  that 
was  a  v^ry  reasonable  and  proper  letter 
for  a  body  representing  agriculture  to 
have  submitted  to  the  Board,  and  tha^ 
they  were  thus  taking  a  course  whicli 
was  in  all  respects  perfectly  justified.  I 
am  not  aware  what  answer  was  returned 
by  the  Board  of  Agriculture.  I  have 
never  seen  one,  but  all  at  events  no 
action,  so  far  as  I  know,  was  taken  at 
that  time  in  the  direction  desired,  either 
by  restricting  or  by  prohibiting  the  import 
of  hay  or  straw  horn,  these  infected  dis- 
tricts into  this  country.  The  landing  of 
hay  and  straw  from  the  infected  districts 
was  permitted  to  continue  unchecked. 
I  do  not  know  whether  any  safeguards 
were  taken  at  all,  but  the  consequences 
were  under  the  circumstances  very  far 
from  unnatural,  because  on  5th  Feb- 
ruary, foot-and-mouth  disease  again 
made  its  appearance  in  the  United  King- 
dom, and  an  outbreak  was  announced  at 
Edinburgh.  How  did  the  disease  get 
there  ?  The  hon.  Gentleman,  the 
Member  for  South  Somerset,  who  repre. 
sents  the  Board  of  Agriculture  in  this 
House,  and  who,  we  hope,  is  now  re- 
covering from  the  indisposition  whic^i 
keeps  him  away  at  present,  told  us  On 
the  26th  February,  in  reply  to  a  sup. 
plementary  Question  whicli  I  put  to  him, 
that  the  hay  in  the  present  case  was  im- 
ported from  the  Netherlands,  where  f Oot- 
and-mouth  disease  had  been  very  preva- 
lent during  last  autumn  and  the  present 
winter ;  the  hay  was  used  for  bedding 
certain  cows  for  three  days  before  the 
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first  symptoms  of  the  disease  became 
apparent,  and  within  two  days  after- 
wards, 81  out  of  110  cows  were  found 
to  be  affected.  On  the  same  day  the 
hon.  Member  stated  that  the  hay  which 
was  used  on  the  premises  where  the  first 
outbreak  occurred  was,  there  was  no 
reasonable  room  for  doubt,  the  medium 
by  which  the  infection  was  introduced 
into  this  country.  That  is  the  state- 
ment of  the  Board  of  Agriculture  itself, 
and  in  face  of  it  there  can  be  no  doubt 
whatsoever  as  to  the  means  by  which 
this  disease  was  again  permitted  to  find 
its  way  into  Great  Britain.  While  upon 
that  I  put  to  the  hon.  Member  across 
the  Table  another  Question.  I  said  to 
him — 

**  Am  I  right  in  supposing  that  this  disease 
has  been  re-admitted  into  the  country  because 
the  Board  of  Agriculture  thought  fit  to  neglect 
the  warning  that  had  been  already  given  to  it 
by  the  Central  Chamber  of  Agriculture  in 
London." 

The  hon.  Member  replied  to  me  in  a 
somewhat  irritated  tone — I  will  not  say 
more  than  that — 

**  The  ri^ht  hon.  Gentleman  is  to  suppose 
nothing  whatever  of  the  kind." 

Now,  I  want  to  know,,  because  it  is  the 
only  inference  I  can  draw  from  his  reply, 
and  at  that  time  I  did  not  wish  to  be 
unnecessarily  harassing,  whether  the 
Board  of  Agriculture  had  any  idea 
in  their  minds  that  there  was  some 
other  source  to  which  the  outbreak 
could  be  traced.  I  hope  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber in  charge  of  this  matter  will  deal  with 
that  point  to-day,  because  if  the  Board 
had  no  other  idea  in  its  mind  it  is  perfectly 
clear  I  was  right  in  the  Question  which 
I  put  at  that  time,  and  that  it  was  the 
introduction  of  this  unfortunate  cargo 
of  hay  from  an  infected  district  on  the 
Continent  which  produced  this  outbreak 
of  disease.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  that 
has  practically  been  admitted  already 
by  the  Board  of  Agriculture,  but  still 
I  should  be  glad  to  know  if  they 
really  had  any  other  idea  in  their 
minds,  and  if  they  think  that  the 
disease  has  been  introduced  by  any 
other  cause  whatsoever.  Now  I  come 
to  another  point  which  appears  to  me 
to  be  stranger  than  anything  else,  and 
that  is  the  attitude  of  the  Board  of 
Agriculture  after  the  outbreak  had 
actually  occurred.     They  had  had  three 


months,  since  November  in  the  previous 
year,  to  learn  everything  about  foot- 
and-mouth  disease  and  fodder  in  thei 
Netherlands  and  other  infected  districts 
of  Europe.  Early  in  February,  my  hoiu 
friend  the  Member  for  Rye,  who  is  one 
of  the  most  persistent,  active,  and  ener- 
getic guardians  of  the  agricultural  in- 
terest in  this  country,  put  another 
question  to  the  Board  of  Agriculture,, 
and  to  this  I  am  going  to  ask  the  atten-* 
tion  of  the  Conmiittee.  He  asked  the 
Member  for  South  Somerset,  with  regard 
to  the  letter  addressed  on  15th  Novem- 
ber by  the  'Central  Chamber  of  Agricul- 
ture to  the  Board  of  Agriculture,  in  which 
it  was  stated  that  the  importation  of 
hay  and  straw  from  Holland  and  Belgium 
was  likely  to  convey  foot-and-mouth 
disease  into  this  country,  and  having 
^gard  further  to  the  fact  that  the  disease 
had  broken  out  in  close  proximity  to 
one  of  the  ports  from  which  the  impor* 
tation  of  continental  hay  and  straw 
was  taking  place,  whether  the  Govern- 
ment would  prohibit  the  importation  of 
hay  and  straw  from  all  countries  in  which 
foot-and-mouth  disease  existed.  Un- 
fortimately  I  was  not  in  the  House  at  the 
time  this  Question  was  answered.  Bui 
I  must  say  it  seems  to  me  most  extra- 
ordinary that  such  a  reply  as  was  made 
should  have  been  given  by  the  Govern- 
ment Deyartment  which  had  charge  of 
this  particular  interest.  The  reply  waa 
to  this  effect — 

"  The  matter  to  which  the  hon.  Member 
refers  is  receiving  very  careful  consideration > 
but  our  information  on  the  subject  is  not 
complete  and  no  decision  can  as  yet  be  arrived 
at  respecting  it." 

Why,  they  had  had  the  matter  before 
them  for  three  months,  and  I  affirm  this- 
and  challenge  and  defy  contradiction 
that  it  is  the  imperative  duty  of  the 
Board  of  Agriculture,  at  all  times  when 
there  is  this  danger  about,  to  make 
themselves  perfectly  acquainted  within 
a  limited  number  of  hours  with  all  the 
conditions  with  regard  to  the  disease 
and  infected  fodder  and  everything  of 
that  kind,  and  unless  they  are  in  a 
position  to  take  the  necessary  prompt 
and  instantaneous  action  upon  such 
information  we  shall  never  be  safe  from 
the  incursions  of  thisMisease  at  any  time 
whatever.  A  more  extraordinary  reply 
to   have   emanated   from   the  Board   of 
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Agriculture  I  never  recollect  since  that 
body  came  into  existence,  and  to  tell 
me  that  the   Board  of  Agriculture  re- 
quires three  months  in  which  to  make 
itself  informed  on  this   question  is  so 
remarkable  a  statement,  that  I  can  only 
say,  if  it  were  true,  it  would  show  that 
the  present  organisation  of  the  Board 
for  acquiring  information  is  absolutely 
fatal  to  the  welfare  of  this  great  industry. 
But  I  do  not  believe  that  it  is  true.     So 
far  as  I  know  the  Board  has  it  in  its  power 
to  get  information  at  almost  any  time 
and  from  any  place,  and  I.  think   we 
ought  to  have  some  explanation  from 
the   hon.    Member  for  Saffron  Walden, 
who    unfortunately    does    not    actually 
represent  the  Department  in  this  House, 
as  to  how  it  is  when  the  Board  has  had 
the  condition  of  affairs  brought  to  its 
notice  three  months  beforehand  it  states, 
in  reply  to  a  question  in  this  House,  that 
its  information  is  not  complete,  although 
it  i^ust  have  been  within  its   knowledge 
that  foot-and-mouth  disease   had  been 
exceptionally  prevalent  on  the  Continent 
during  the  autumn  and  the  larger  part  of 
the  winter.  I  want  to  know  how  the  Board 
can  justify  itself  in  taking  up  that  position. 
This  is  the  most  remarkable  thing  of  all. 
After   the   outbreak   had   occurred   the 
Board  of  Agriculture  could  not  make  up 
its  mind  to  issue  the  necessary   orders 
to  prevent  the  importation  of  this  in- 
fected matter.     Questions  were  put  to 
them,  not  from  this  side  of  the  House 
alone,    not    from    any    party    motives 
whatever,  but  from  all  sides  of  the  House, 
from  hon.   Gentlemen   who  knew  what 
the  danger  was,  who  were  well  acquainted 
with  the  question  and  who  recollected 
what    had    happened    in    former    days, 
and    nowhere    did    it    come    more    fre- 
quently  from   than   from    the    Benches 
on  which  the  Irish  Members  are  in  the 
liabit  of  sitting,   and  it  was  not  until 
after  the  disease  had  actually  spread  and 
a  second  outbreak  had  occurred  that  the 
Board  of  Agriculture  thought  it  fitting 
to  take  any  action  at  all,  and  then  it 
was  not  to  issue  an  Order,  but  to  give 
orders  for  the  preparation  of  an  Order, 
and  I  do  not  know  how  many  weeks  it 
was  after  these  orders  had  been  given 
before   the  Order  was   actually   issued. 
One  explanation  of  that  long  delay  that 
was  given,  I  confess  I  have  never  been 
able   to  understand.      If    it  was  right 
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to  issue  the  Order  at  all,  it  must 
have  been  right  to  issue  it  at  the 
time  of  the  outbreak  or  immediately 
after.  Why  was  it  not  done  ?  Why 
was  it  delayed  till  actually  a  month  after 
the  outbreak  ?  It  was  the  most  un- 
reasonable thing  I  ever  heard  of.  The 
Government  knew  perfectly  well  that 
the  disease  was  owing  to  the  importation 
of  this  infected  stuff,  and  it  is  of  the  more 
importance  because  of  the  answer  to 
the  Question  which  I  put  to  the  hon. 
Gentleman  to-day.  There  was  a  case  of 
infected  straw  being  taken  to  Ireland. 
The  hon.  Member  who  is  in  charge  of 
agricultural  interests  in  Ireland  got 
wind  of  this.  He  got  information.  It 
came  from  an  infected  district,  and 
I  have  his  answer  to  a  Question  upon 
the  subject,  and  I  am  going  to  quote 
this,  as  it  will  show  the  remarkable 
contrast  between  the  way  this  kind  of 
thing  is  dealt  with  by  the  Board  of 
Agriculture  in  Ireland  and  the  Board  of 
Agriculture  in  England.  The  hon. 
Gentleman's  attention  was  called  to 
this  cargo  by  a  question  from  an  Irish 
Member,  and  he  was  asked  what  had  been 
done.     What  he  says  is  this — 

"  I  received  information  on  Thursday  last 
that  a  ship  called  the  **  Fram  "  was  about  to 
sail  from  Dunkirk  with  a  cargo  of  straw  for 
Dublin.  That  was  an  infected  district  and  I 
anticipate  the  general  Order  by  issuing  a  special 
Order  prohibiting  the  landing  of  the  cargo  on  its 
arrival." 

I  asked  whether  any  similar  precautions 
or  any  precautions  had  been  taken  by  the 
Board  of  Agriculture  to  prevent  the 
landing  of  that  cargo  of  straw  subse- 
quently in  England.  I  gathered  from 
the  reply  of  the  hon.  Member  to-day  that 
the  Board  of  Agriculture  saw  no  excep- 
tional danger  in  the  admission  of  that 
particular  cargo  of  straw,  and  that  they 
had  taken  no  steps  to  prevent  it,  and  if 
I  rightly  understood  the  hon.  Member 
they  did  not  even  know  what  had  become 
of  it.  I  am  quite  sure,  and  I  think  my 
opinion  will  be  shared  by  hon.  Gentlemen 
on  both  sides  of  the  House,  that  we  should 
like  to  hear  something  more  upon  that 
subject.  We  should  like  to  know  on 
what  grounds  it  was  that  the  English 
Board  of  Agriculture  had  satisfied  them- 
selves that  there  was  perfect  safety  in 
admitting  this  cargo.  I  think  it  will  be 
difficult,  knowing  as  we  all  know  that  it 
did  come  from  a  district  infected  with  this 
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most  odious  of  all  cattle  diseases,  and  I 
shall  wait  with  profound  interest  to  hear 
from  the  hon.  Gentleman  on  what  grounds 
it  is  that  he  U  satisfied  that  the  agricul- 
tural community  in  England  should  be 
treat  d  in  matters  of  this  grave  import- 
ance with  so  much  less  care,  and  that 
they  should  be  submitted  to  so  much 
more  risk,  than  are  their  brother  agricul- 
turists   in    Ireland.     I    hope    the    hon. 
Gentleman  will  give  his  special  attention 
to  this  point,  and  give  us  some  further 
information  upon  it,  because  if  it  was 
necessary  in  the  one  case  it  must  un- 
doubtedly have  been  necessary  also  in 
the  other.     I  have  dwelt  on  this  branch 
of  the  subject  because  it  is  really  the  one 
point  on  which  I  anticipate  still  further 
danger   in  regard  to   this  question,  that 
is,  from  the  long  permitted  importation 
of  this  fodder  into  various  parts  of  Eng- 
land since  these  districts  have  become  so 
dangerous  as  we  now  know  by  the  un- 
fortunate experience  of  Edinburgh  that 
they  have.     This  disease  is  so  insidious 
and  it  lies  dormant  so  long  in  fodder 
that  is  unused,  that  at  anytime  when  it 
may  be  used  we  are  not  free  from  the 
danger.    The  germs  may  be  there  and 
the  thing  may  start  unexpectedly  in  some 
other  part  of  England  where  the  fodder  has 
been  allowed  to  be  sent.     I  was  very 
sorry  to  hear  what  the  hon.  Member  told 
me  about  the  Irish  cargo,  because  I  am 
afraid  it  is  no  use  asking  him  how  many 
cargoes   of   fodder   from   these   infected 
districts  have  been  permitted  to  land  in 
this    country    during    all    these    three 
months,  now  nearly  four,  during  which 
the  Board  of  Agriculture  took  no  action 
whatever.    It  is  really  of  such  serious 
importance  that  I  think  it  would  be 
worth  while  even  now,  and  I  do  not 
believe  it  is  necessarily  too  late,  if  the 
Board  of  Agriculture  would  make  every 
possible    endeavour    to    trace    all    the 
cargoes  that  may  have  been  admitted 
during  that  time,  to  learn  what  became 
of  them  and  to  take  every  precaution 
within  their  power  to  prevent  their  being 
used.     Ot  course,    if     they   treated    so 
lightly  this  cargo  which  was  refused  ad- 
mission by  the  Irish  authorities,  I  am 
terribly   afraid  they   will   neglect  what 
I  should  consider  their  duty.     I  know 
the  hon.  Gentleman  said  he  considered 
they  had  acted  with  very  commendable 
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promptitude,  because  in  the  whole  history 
of  this  outbreak,  except  in  the  time  of 
the  cattle  plague,  which  I  should  think 
was  before  he  could  actually  remember 
himself,  the  importation  of  hay  and  fodder 
of  that  kind  had  never  been  stopped* 
The   hon.    Gentleman    forgot   that   the 
whole  position  is  completely  altered  in 
that  respect,  not  since  the  days  of  the 
cattle  plague,  but  since  even  the  later 
outbreaks    of    foot-and-mouth    disease 
because  hay  and  fodder  were  imported  in 
those  days  to  the  smallest  possible  ex- 
tent if    at    all,    and    these    large   im- 
portations  of     hay    and    straw    which 
come  in  now  are  comparatively  spe  -king 
a  modem  trade.     At  all  events  they  were 
not  conducted  in  anything  like  the  samo 
proportions  years  ago  as  has  been  the 
case  lately.     Therefore,   I  think  it  re- 
quires   different    treatment    now    from 
what  it  might  have  done  then.     I  am 
sorry  if  I  appear  to  be  insistent  in  trying 
to  enforce  the  importance  of  this  ques- 
tion upon  the  House  of  Commons,  but  I 
do  it  because  I  recollect  all  these  things 
for  a  great  number  of  years  past,  and  I 
doubt  very  much  if  any  man  living  has 
had  more  to  do  with  combating  them 
and  getting  rid  of  them  from  this  country 
than  I  have.     It  I  were  asked  what  is  the 
most  important  duty  of  the  Board  of 
Agriculture  in  this  country,  I  should  say 
without  the  smallest  hesitation  that  their 
first  duty  above  all  is  this,  to  prevent  the 
incursion  of  this  disease  into  the  United 
Kingdom,  and  to  maintain  the  security 
of  our  fiocks  and  herds  against  disease. 
These  diseases  are  not  indigenous  to  thi» 
country.    They  always  come  from  abroad^ 
and  we  are  perfectly  safe  so  long  as  you 
can  prevent  this  disease  being  imported, 
and  I  say  so  for  these  reasons.    Firstly^ 
because  of  the  enormous  amount  of  time, 
labour,  trouble,   and  money  that  were 
spent  in  days  gone  by — ^an  amount  that 
would  be  startling  to  any  Chancellor  ot 
the  Exchequer  in  these  days — before  we 
were  successful  m  getting  rid  of  them, 
and,  secondly,  because  if  once  they  were 
re-admitted,  and  especially  at  this  time  ^ 
the  loss  and  ruin,  and  the  difficulty  of 
ever     getting     rid     of     foot-and-mouth 
disease  again  would  be  something  abso- 
lutely  incalculable.     I   remember  being 
warned  by  perhaps  the  greatest  expert  on 
this  question   that  ever  lived,  the  late 
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Professor  Browne,  who  was  for  so  many 
years  the  head  of  the  Veterinary  Depart- 
ment of  the  Board  of  Agriculture,  who 
«aid — 

**  Remember  this.  If  ever  this  disease 
tiinhappily  was  admitted  again  and  once  got 
&  hold  in  the  country,  all  our  cattle  and  oiu* 
«heep  being  practically  virgin  soil  for  them 
it  would  fly  like  wildfire  and  there  would  be 
such  a  scene  of  devastation  as  never  was 
witnessed." 

It  is  for  these  reasons  that  I  have  ventured 
to  occupy  the  attention  of  the  Committee 
for  a  short  time  this  afternoon.  I 
assure  the  hon.  Gentleman  opposite 
that  I  am  speaking  without  any  party 
feeling  or  party  motive.  It  is  a  matter 
of  supreme  importance,  of  the  greatest 
importance  that  anything  could  be  to  the 
agricultural  community  at  the  present 
time.  I  have  given  full  credit  to  the 
Board  of  Agriculture  for  arresting  disease 
as  far  as  they  have  done  so,  but  what  we 
want  to  see  is  a  little  more  energy,  a 
little  more  promptitude  and  effective 
action  before  the  disease  has  got  into  the 
country,  without  running  the  enormous 
risk  of  not  being  able  to  arrest  it  after 
it  has  come  m.  If  I  am  successful  at 
all  in  that  direction  I  shall  be  satisfied 
that  the  time  I  have  occupied  has  not 
been  wasted.     I  beg  to  move. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
«That  Item  Class  II.,  Vote  11  (Board  of 
Agriculture  and  Fisheries),  be  reduced 
by  £1,000."— (M-.  Chaplin). 

♦Mr.  COURTHOPE  (Sussex,  Rye)  said 
he  had  a  few  words  to  add  to  what  his 
right  hon.  friend  had  said  upon  this 
question,  and  he  also  wished  to  refer 
to  one  or  two  other  cattle  diseases.  He 
was  extremely  sorry  that  the  hon. 
Baronet  the  Member  for  Southj  Somerset 
was  not  present.  He  thought  the  hon. 
Baronet  would  agree  with  him  when  he 
said  that  the  present  session  had  shown 
to  an  extraordinary  degree  the  very 
•great  inconvenience  which  arose  owing 
to  the  fact  that  there  was  no  directly 
responsible  representative  of  the  Board  of 
Agriculture  in  this  House.  The  experi- 
-ence  of  this  session  should  induce  the 
•Government  to  appoint  a  Parliamentary 
Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Agriculture, 
-who  should  sit  in  the  House  of  Commons 
when  the  President  sat  in  another  place, 
because  very  important  subjects  arose 
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upon  which  it  was  imperative  that  there 
should  be  some  responsible  officer  of  the 
Board  of  Agriculture,  not  only  for  them 
to  shoot  at  when  anything  arose,   but 
who     would    be     able     to     bind     the 
Board  to  what  he  said.     This  drawback 
was  shown  in  a  remarkable  degree  the 
other  day  when  the  question  of  the  milk 
supply  was  discussed  by  an  influential 
and  important  deputation  to  the  Local 
Government    Board,    when    there    was 
no  one  present  representing  the  Board 
of  Agriculture.     Everybody  would  admit 
that  the  question  of  milk  production  of 
this   country   concerned   the    Board   of 
Agriculture  quite  as  much  as  the  Local 
Government  Board,  and  it  was  unfortun- 
ate that  there  was  no  one  to  represent 
in  a  thoroughly  representative  capacity 
that   great   Department.     With  regard 
to     the     outbreak    of    foot-and-mouth 
disease,  he  did  not  think  the  President 
of  the  Board  of  Agriculture  realised  what 
an  appalling  disease  it  was.    He  could 
assure  the  hon.  Member  now  representing 
the  Board  of  Agriculture  that  foot-and- 
mouth  disease  would  travel  down    the 
wind  in  exactly  the  same  way  as  small- 
pox, and  the  risk  was  quite  as  great.     The 
disease,  riioreover,  was  very  much  more 
difficult   to    deal   with   and   to    cheok. 
Considering    the    extraordinary    danger 
of  a  disease  of  this  kind  to  the  general 
prosperity  of  this  country,  he  thought 
the    Board    of    Agriculture    had    failed 
entirely  in  their  duty  of  protecting  the 
flocks    and    herds    by    really    prompt 
action.     He  was  not  finding  any  fault 
with    the    permanent    officials,    because 
they  had  acted  with  the  greatest  possible 
promptitude  and  energy,  but  Jbhat  was 
not  sufficient.     The  controlling  mmd  of 
the  Department  was,  as  far  as  one  could 
judge,   vacillating  and  weak,   with   the 
result  that  the  officers  who  would  have 
acted  more  promptly  and  energetically, 
and  probably  would  have  avoided  sub- 
sequent outbreaks,  were  unable,  in  the 
absence  of  a  strong  lead,  to  do  what 
they   otherwise    might   have    done.     It 
seemed  an  extraordinary  thing  that  the 
Board  of  Agriculture  should   be  unable 
to   act  as   promptly  as   the   Board    of 
Agriculture   in  Ireland.     Nothing  could 
exceed  the  promptitude  with  which  that 
body  acted.    From  the  moment  the  out- 
break was  reported  in  Ireland,  not  only 
was  the  importation  of  cattle  stopped, 
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but  the  importation  of  hay  and  straw 
from  all  Continental  countries  was  ab- 
solutely prohibited.  He  thought  the 
Board  of  Agriculture  in  this  country  was 
deserving  of  the  greatest  condemnation, 
because  at  lea^t  one  cargo  which  was  re- 
jected in  Ireland  was  actually  allowed  to 
land  in  this  country.  Surely  the  Board 
of  Agriculture  in  this  country  might  have 
acted  at  least  as  promptly  and  strictly 
as  the  Irish  Board.  He  was  not  going 
to  enlarge  upon  that  question,  but  he 
wished  to  refer  to  a  statement  made 
by  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Agri- 
culture when  he  was  being  pressed  to 
use  this  Order  to  prohibit  the  importation 
of  hay  and  straw.     He  said — 

**  The  necessary  negotiations  are  going  on 
with  other  departments." 
If  the  House  looked  at  the  powers 
conferretl  upon  the  President  of  the  Board 
of  Agriculture  by  the  Diseases  of 
Animils  Acts  they  would  see  at  once 
that  conferences  with  other  Departments 
were  unnecessary,  because  he  possessed 
the  greatest  possible  powers,  and  any 
importation  which  might  bring  infection 
to  our  cattle  could  be  stopped  at  a 
moment's  notice  by  a  stroke  of  the  pen, 
without  reference  to  anyone  else.  And 
yet  the  Board  of  Agriculture  had 
allowed  all  these  weeks  to  elapse  before 
the  importation  of  this  dangerous  stuj! 
was  prevented. 

Mr.  COURTENAY  WARNER  (Staf- 
fordshire,  Lichfield) :  You  cannot  do  that 
without  the  co-operation  of  the  Customs 
Department. 

♦Mr.  COURTHOPE  said  that  when  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture  had 
statutory  powers  himself  it  was  not  neces- 
sary for  him  to  ask  the  permission  of  the 
Customs  officers.  That  was  done  in 
Ireland,  and  it  could  be  done  in  England. 
Then  there  was  the  important  question 
of  the  hay  and  straw  used  for  packing, 
which  involved  very  great  danger.  It 
was  well-known  by  everj'body  who  had 
inquired  into  tliis  subject  that  a  very 
considerable  quantity  of  hay  and  straw 
came  from  Continental  countries,  where 
it  was  used  as  packing  for  china  and 
furniture.  It  was  also  well-known  th'it 
in  the  case  of  a  former  outbreak  of  this 
disease  in  1885  it  was  tniced  to  hay  and 


straw  which  came  into  this  country  as 
packing  with  Grermm  furniture,  which 
was  unpacked  in  a  park  where  there  was 
a  very  valuable  herd  of  cattle,  and  the 
whole  lot  went  down  with  the  disease. 
["  No,  no."]  At  least  that  was  the  view 
of  the  Board  of  Agriculture  at  the  time, 
and  he  did  not  think,  after  twenty-three 
years,  one  could  get  away  from  facts 
which  were  admitted  at  the  time. 
Knowing  the  risk  caused  by  hay  and 
straw  used  as  packing  coming  into  this 
country,  and  being  sold  in  the  ports  of 
entry  as  litter  for  use  in  urban  cowsheds 
and  stables,  it  was  only  natural  that 
those  representing  tl^e  Chamber  of  Agri- 
culture and  other  agricultural  bodies 
should  have  pre^d  the  Board  of  Agri- 
culture to  extend  the  Prohibition  Order 
fo  hay  and  straw  imported  in  this  way. 
He  had  the  honour  of  introducing  a  depu- 
tation to  discuss  this  point  the  moment 
the  outbreak  was  reported,  and  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture 
asked  them  to  write  to  him,  making  such 
recommendations  as  they  thought  were 
most  practical  and  proper.  After  care- 
fully considering  the  question  and  con- 
siderable consultation  they  recommended 
this  course,  which  he  thought  all  would 
admit  was  quite  reasonable — 

"  That  notice  should  be  given  to  the  BoardB 
of  Trade  of  the  various  countries  concerned 
that  after  a  certain  date  (one  month  from  the 
time  of  the  notice  was  suggested)  no  goods 
would  be  admitted  into  this  country  packed  in 
hay  and  straw  from  those  affected  countries, 
and  in  the  meantime  prompt  measures  should 
be  taken  for  securing  the  destruction  of  hay 
and  straw  imported  into  this  country  on  the 
premises  where  the  goods  were  unpacked  so  that 
it  should  not  be  sold  as  litter.** 

The  President  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture 
laughed  at  that  suggestion,  and  said — 

"  No,  agriculture  is  a  very  unimportant  in- 
dustry compared  with  many  other  industries, 
and  we  must  not  upset  trade.*' 

They  afterwards  pointed  out  that  hay 
and  straw  were  not  indispensable  for 
packing  purposes,  that  many  other 
materials  could  be  used,  and  that  a 
month's  notice  would  have  given  ample 
notice  to  foreign  manufacturers  without 
upsetting  their  business.  By  refusing 
to  take  this  step  the  Board  of  Agricul- 
ture hid  failed  most  gravely  in  their 
duty  as  the  custodians  of  the  health  of 
the   flocks   and   herds   of  this   country. 
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He  wanted  to  say  a  word  about  the 
question  of  swine  fever.  There  was 
very  grave  dissatisfaction  among  swine 
owners  in  this  country  with  the  action 
of  the  Board  of  Agriculture  with  reference 
to  the  matter  of  swine  fever.  The 
Keport  of  the  Cattle  Diseases  Committee 
which,  in  January  last,  was  submitted 
to  and  approved  by  the  Council  of  the 
Central  and  Associated  Chambers  of 
Agriculture  contained  the  following  — 

"  Your  Committee  note  with  extreme  satis- 
faction the  remarks  made  by  Sir  Edward 
Strachey  (the  representative  of  the  Board  of 
Agriculture  in  the  House  of  Commons)  to  the 
North- East  Somerset  Farmers'  Club,  on  13th 
instant,  on  this  subject.  After  pointing  out 
how  the  number  of  outbreaks  had  fluctuated, 
and  the  alarming  increase  in  the  number  during 
the  last  two  years,  he  statfed — as  his  personal 
opinion — that  the  Board  of  Agriculture  must 
begin  the  consideration  of  this  matter  de  novo 
(as  has  so  often  been  urged  by  your  Committee 
and  by  the  Council),  and  suggested  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  Departmental  Committee  as  the  only 
way  of  trying  to  solve  the  question.  Your 
Committee  accept  this  view,  and  strongly  urge 
the  President  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture  to 
appoint  such  a  Committee,  with  a  reference 
which  wiU  enable  an  inquiry  to  be  made  into 
the    whole  question,  without  loss  of  time." 

The  President  refused  to  do  anything 
of  the  kind.  He  made  some  amend- 
ment in  the  orders  applying  to  the  ques- 
tion of  swine  fever,  but  he  declined  either 
to  hear  expert  opinion  on  the  subject, 
or  to  consider  it  de  novo,  or  to  appoint 
a  small  Departmental  Committee.  The 
greatest  dissatisfaction  was  felt  with 
the  amended  Orders  which  had  been 
issued  by  the  Board.  It  was  felt  that 
they  would  not  begin  to  solve  the  ques- 
tion. This  matter  would  involve  the 
country  in  considerable  annual  outlay, 
and  it  would  conduce  to  ultiraate,  if  not 
immediate,  economy  if  it  were  taken 
in  hand  promptly  from  the  beginning, 
and  dealt  with  in  a  sensible  and  business- 
like manner.  He  thought  this  was  a 
point  which  showed  how  undesirable  it 
was  that  hon.  Members  of  this  House 
who  did  not  really  represent  the  Board 
of  Agriculture  should  be  in  a  position 
which  led  the  public  to  think  that  they 
represented  it.  He  had  read  an  extract 
from  a  speech  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
South  Somerset,  but  the  Board  of  Agri- 
culture had  gone  in  a  direction  absolutely 
opposite  to  that  indicated  in  the  speech. 
He  hoped  the  hon.  Member  who  spoke 
on   behalf   of   the    Government   to-day 
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would  be  able  to  tell  the  Committee 
that  the  President  of  the  Board  would 
reconsider  the  position  de  novo,  and 
that  he  would  appoint  a  Departmental 
Committee  to  inquire  with  the  view  to 
such  steps  being  taken  as  might  be  neces- 
sary to  deal  effectively  with  the  matter. 
On  the  subject  of  the  exportation  of  pedi- 
gree stock  from  this  country  to  the  Argen- 
tine he  had  already  obtained  the  opinion 
of  the  Board  from  the  hon.  Member 
opposite  in  answer  to  Questions.  All 
who  had  at  heart  the  welfare  of  agri- 
culture in  this  country  must  admit  tibat 
those  answers  were  very  unsatisfactory 
indeed.  There  was  a  Regulation  in 
the  Argentine  according  to  which  cattle 
sent  from  this  country  were  to  le  quaran- 
tined for  forty  days  and  then  submitted 
to  the  tuberculin  test.  If  they  did  ^ 
not  pass  that  test  they  were  immediately 
slaughtered,  and  there  was  no  question 
of  compensation  or  anything  of  the  kind. 
It  happened  that  the  Argentine  Govern- 
ment had  for  some  years  run  a  stud 
ranch  on  their  own  account  with  the 
object  of  providing  bulls  for  the  ranch 
holders  and  stock  breeders  of  the  Argen- 
tine. The  large  stock  owners  preferred 
the  pedigree  shorthorn  bulls  and  other 
pedigree  stock  sent  from  this  country 
to  any  bred  out  there,  and  the  Argentine 
Government  presumably  thought  it  neces- 
sary to  interfere  in  order  to  protect 
their  own  business,  and  instead  of 
keeping  the  animals  in  quarantine  for 
forty  days  they  now  applied  in  many 
cases  the  tuberculin  test*immediately,  or 
almost  immediately,  after  their  arrival. 
It  was  an  undoubted  fact  that  animals 
suffering  from  indigestion  or  other  forms 
of  indisposition,  caU  it  mal  de  mer  if  they 
liked,  reacted  to  the  tuberculin  test, 
and  a  very  large  percentage  of  the 
animals  were  slaughtered.  The  Argen- 
tine Government  did  not  want  this 
undesirable  competition  which  affected 
their  business,  and  by  such  means  they 
were  protecting  their  own  stud  farms. 
He  hoped  the  hon.  Member  would  assure 
the  Committee  that  the  Board  of  Agri- 
culture would  institute  an  inquiry  and 
ascertain  whether  the  forty  days  quaran- 
tine were  always  carried  out,  and  would 
take  the  necessary  steps  to  ensure  that 
our  animals  received  fair  treatment 
when  they  arrived  in  the  Argentine 
Republic,    because   that   was    a    matter 
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of  the  greatest  possible  importance  to 
the  stock-owners  of  this  country.  A 
great  deal  of  valuable  stock  was  bred 
here  and  sent  to  the  Argentine,  and  it 
would  be  a  serious  blow  to  our  trade  if 
the  Argentine  Grovemment  by  any  unfair 
means  like  those  referred  to  were  allowed 
to  stop  this  legitimate  business  which 
the  stockowners  had  been  carrying  on. 
A  short  time  ago  a  large  importer,  an 
Englishman,  who  held  land  in  the  Argen- 
tine, and  who  imported  a  large  amount 
of  pedigree  stock,  found  that  about  70 
per  cent,  of  his  bulls  from  this  country 
— bulls  for  which  he  had  paid  a  large 
amount — were  slaughtered  on  arrival 
because  they  reacted  to  the  tuberculin 
test.  That  gentleman  asked  the  Argentine 
Grovemment  in  the  interest  of  justice  to 
allow  one  of  their  inspectors  to  take  up 
his  residence  in  this  country  to  undertake 
the  duty  of  inspection  before  the  cattle 
were  shipped,  and  he  offered  to  pay 
all  the  expenses.  He  mentioned  this 
to  show  the  motive  that  underlay  the 
action  of  the  Argentine  Government,  and 
he  thought  that  probably  his  being  able 
to  show  them  up  in  that  way  would 
induce  the  Board  of  Agriculture  to  make 
prompt  and  effective  inquiries  into  the 
matter  and  to  take  such  steps  as  they 
ceuld  with  other  departments  to  secure 
fair  play  to   British  traders. 

♦Mr.  J.  A.  PEASE  (Essex,  Saffron 
Walden)  :  I  think  perhaps  I  may  claim 
some  indulgence  to-day  when  I  state  that 
I  have  been  at  somewhat  short  notice, 
owing  to  the  illness  of  a  colleague,  called 
upon  to  reply  for  a  great  Department  of 
the  State  with  reference  to  this  debate. 
I  think  perhaps  it  would  be  fair  to  the 
House  and  the  country  to  make  at  once  a 
statement  in  regard  to  the  outbreak  of 
foot-and-mouth  disease  to  which  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Wimbledon  alluded  in  his  opening  speech. 
The  outbreak  undoubtedly,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  experts  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture, 
is  attributable  to  the  cargo  of  hay  which 
was  obtained  from  Holland  in  November 
last.  It  was  opened  out  on  29th  January 
at  a  place  called  Gorgie,  near  Edinburgh, 
and  on  1st  February  a  certain  number  of 
cattle  were  found  to  be  ailing.  A 
veterinary  surgeon  was  called  in,  and  on 
4th  February  the  cattle  were  certified  by 
him  to  be  suffering  from  foot-and-mouth 
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dbease.     Very  prompt  action  was  taken 
by  the  Board  of  Agriculture  and  the  cattle 
were  all  slaughtered  on  9th  February. 
Two  other  outbreaks  subsequently  took 
place,   and  those    responsible    took  the 
greatest  care  that  every  one  in  the  herds 
was  slaughtered,  and  even  all  the  cattle 
which  had  come  in  contact  with  these 
three  particular  outbreaks  within  a  dis- 
tance of  three  miles.     There  were  244 
cattle  slaughtered,  and  the  net  cost  to 
the  country  was  about  £4,000.       The 
course  taken  was  right   if  for  no  other 
reason  than  that  it  was  necessary  for  the 
Board  of  Agriculture  to  do  its   utmost 
to  stop  an  illness  of  this  kind.     The  Board 
of  Agriculture  are  quite  as  fully  aware  as 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  opposite  and 
others  who  have  spoken  of  the  terrible 
character  of  this  disease,  and  they  desire, 
of  course,  to  take  immediate  steps  to 
suppress  it.     I  am  very  glad  to  say  that, 
so  far  as  the  expert  opinion  of  the  Board 
of  Agriculture  is  concerned,  we  are  out  of 
the  wood  and  that  there  is  no  further 
outbreak  anticipated,  or  at  all  probable, 
in  connection  with  this  last  outbreak.     I 
am  glad  to  be  able  to  say  that  from  the 
killing    of    rats,  the   destruction    of  all 
material   which   came   in   contact   with 
the  cattle,  the  disinfecting  of  the  prem- 
ises, and   the    proper    safeguarding   of 
the    premises,    this    attack    has     been 
thoroughly  stamped  out.     In  regard  to 
the  origin  there  is  no  doubt  that  it  came 
from  The  Hague,  and  was  brought  in  by 
the  cargo  of  hay  in  the  "  Nigel  "  from  an 
infected     country,     namely,     Holland. 
When  it  was  suggested  in  the    first  in- 
stance that  it  was  due  to  this  hay  the 
Board  of  Agriculture  did  hesitate  for  a 
moment  to  accept  that  suggestion  because 
there  were  other  portions  of  the  cargo 
sent  into  other  districts.     For  instance, 
sixty  bales  were  sent  to  Leith,  and  it  was 
used  as  fodder  for  horses.     In  the  other 
two  cases  where  it  was  used  no  result 
appeared  similar  to  that  at  Gorgie.     That 
being  so,  the  Board  had  to  accept  the  fact 
that  while  a  portion  of  the  cargo  might 
be   infected   the    whole   cargo    was    not 
necessarily  so. 


«iR  F.  BANBURY  (City  of  London)^ 
Will  the  hon.  Gentleman  say  whether 
horses  are  in  the  habit  of  catching  foot- 
and-mouth  disease  ? 
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*Mr.  J.  A.  PEASE :    Yes,  just  in  the 
same    way    as   cattle.     Then,    with   the 
view    of    preventing    another    outbreak 
of  the  disease,  the  right  hon.  Grentleman 
had  sought  to  censure   my   right  hon. 
friend   the   President   of   the   Board  of 
Agriculture  for  not  prohibiting  the  im- 
port  of  hay   and   straw   from  infected 
countries    abroad    and    for   not    issuing 
an  Order  so  prohibiting  the  import  for 
a  whole   month  after  the   outbreak  at 
Gorgie.    I  would  remind  the  Committee 
of  the  history  of  the  investigation  into 
this  matter.     When  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man himself  was  in  charge  of  the  Duchy 
of  Lancaster  in  1885,  and  subsequently 
of   the   Board   of   Agriculture   in    1892, 
when  Mr.   Hanbury  was  at  the  Board 
of  Agriculture,   and  subsequently  when 
Mr.    Fellowes    and    Lord    Onslow    were 
there,  pressure  was  brought  to  bear  on 
all  of  them  to  do  exactly  that  which  we 
have  been  condemned  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  for  n  »t  doing,  viz.,  to  exclude 
foreign  importations  of  hay  and  straw 
from  any  affected  country.     No  one  is 
going  to  censure  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
for  neglect  of  his  duty  in  1885  and  1892, 
but   if  we   are   to   be   censured,    surely 
every  word  of  his  censure  and  denuncia- 
tion  recoils    on   his    own   head.     What 
are  iF'the    facts  ?     Under    the    pressure 
placed  on  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  he 
consulted  his  experts  whether  hay  and 
straw  should  be  prohibited  from  coming 
into  this  country  from  infected  countries, 
and  he  acted  as  advised.    He  considered 
then  that  the  danger  was  hypothetical 
and  not  real,  and  for  twenty-five  years 
the   policy    of    this     country    has     not 
been  changed.     We  have    allowed    hay 
to    come    into    this    country,  year    by 
year,  to  the  extent  last  year  of  90,000 
tons    from    non-infected  countries  and 
65,000    tons,  from    infected    countries. 
Well,  we  have  never  had  any  outbreak 
attributable,  in  the  opinion  at  any  rate 
of   many  people   who   have   considered 
this  matter,  to  imported  hay  and  straw. 
The  case  which  occurred  in  1885  quoted 
by  the  hon.  Member  for  Eye  was  where 
it  was  thought  that  a  certain  amount 
of  hay  which  had  come  from  abroad, 
and  which  came  in  contact  with  a  herd 
part  of  which  was  in  Bedfordshire,  had 
conveyed    the    foot-and-mouth    disease. 
In  connection  with  that  particular   case 
another   outbreak    took   place   a    short 


time  before.  The  cattle  were  slaughtered 
and  the  railings  with  which  the  cattle 
had  been  enclosed  were  buried.  Just 
before  the  outbreak  referred  to  by  the 
hon.  Grentleman  the  railings  were  dug 
up  and  placed  in  position  again.  It  is 
very  much  more  probable  that  the  second 
outbreak  was  attributable  to  the  railings 
taken  from  the  ground,  and  put  in 
contact  with  the  cattle,  than  to  the 
imported  hay. 

*Mr.  COUETHOPE  :  Were  they  iron 
railings  ? 

*Mr.  J.  A.  PEASE  :  I  think  they  were 
timber  railings.  But  it  was^  not  cleared 
up  as  to  what  was  the  cause  of  that 
particular  outbreak.  At  any  rate,  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  did  not  act  in 
1885  on  that  outbreak  to  exclude  foreign 
hay,  and  not  one  of  his  successors  had 
done  so. 

Mr.  CHAPLIN:  Was  foreign  hay 
imported  then  in  anything  like  appreci- 
able quantities  % 

♦Mr.  J.  A.  PEASE:  I  have  not 
any  information  on  the  point 

Mr.  CHAPLIN:  There  was  none. 
It  is  quite  a  modern  trade. 

♦Mr.  J.  A.  PEASE  :  I  believe  that  in 
those  days  hay  was  used  for  packing, 
which  is  one  of  the  objects  for  which 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  desired  to 
have  hay  included  in  the  Order  which 
has  been  recently  issued  by  my  noble 
friend  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Agriculture.  When  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man and  his  friends  are  so  anxious  to 
keep  out  the  import  of  foreign  goods 
into  this  country  the  Government  ought 
to  satisfy  themselves  that  there  is  some 
real  proportion  between  tJie  danger  of 
infection  and  the  loss  of  trade  which 
may  result  from  such  an  Order,  and 
Lord  Carrington  and  the  Board  of 
Agriculture  thought  that  they  were 
no^  justified,  having  regard  to  the 
experience  of  the  past  twenty-five  years 
in  acting  suddenly  as  if  they  were  in  a 
panic,  in  regard  to  the  introduction  of 
hay  and  straw  into  this  country.  They, 
first  of  all,  winted  to  ascertain  how 
much    hay   and   straw    came    into    the 
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country  and  found  that  in  1906,  65,700 
tons  of  hay  and  78,000  tons  of  straw 
valued  at  £378,000  were  imported.  To 
destroy  the  whole  of  that  trade  was  not  a 
matter  which  could  be  very  lightly 
undertaken,  and  the  Board  had  to  be 
satisfied  that,  at  any  rate,  those  who 
advocated  the  exclusion  for  years  and 
years  of  foreign  hay  and  straw  from  this 
country  were  actuated  by  a  single 
motive,  or  whether  like  many  of  us  they 
unconsciously  might  have  been  influenced 
by  oth**r  motives  in  regard  to  any  ex- 
clusion, for  the  benefit  of  the  producer 
and  to  the  detriment  of  the  consumer. 
The  Government  are  not  only  responsible 
to  the  producer,  for,  as  in  1893,  prices 
may  rise  to  the  benefit  of  the  farmers, 
but  also  responsible  to  other  sections  of 
the  community — the  consumers — and 
they  desire  to  see  that  the  quality, 
health,  and  reputation  which  have  been 
such  a  distinctive  character  of  English 
stock  should  be  maintained.  When  the 
Government  came  to  the  conclusion, 
after  looking  into  the  question  of  the 
-extent  of  the  hay  which  might  be  pre- 
judiced by  this  Order,  and  this  outbreak 
having  been  attributed  to  hay,  they  did 
not  think  that  a  month  was  too  long  to 
look  round  as  to  the  efEect  a  prohibition 
of  the  import  of  hay  and  straw  would 
liave  on  trade.  And  they  thought  it 
would  be  an  injustice  to  a  particular 
individual  who  had  engaged  a  cargo  to 
come  into  this  country  to  prevent  it, 
because  there  was  no  reason  to  apprehend 
that  that  shipload  on  board  the  "  Fram  " 
at  Liverpool  contained  any  infection 
any  more  than  the  straw  contained 
infection  which  was  allowed  in  by  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  and  his  successors 
during  the  past  twenty-five  years. 

Mr.  T.  L.  CORBETT  (Down,  N.): 
What  about  compensation  for  destroying 
the  straw  1 

*Mr.  J.  A.  PEASE  :  I  do  not  know 
what  the  law  is  on  that  question,  and  I 
would  not  like  to  speak  definitely  on 
compensation  ;  but  at  any  rate  the  Board 
thought  there  was  no  reason  to  apprehend 
any  danger  from  that  particular  cargo 
any  more  than  from  the  78,000  tons  of 
straw  which  we  have  been  receiving 
for  many  years  past  into  this  country 
from    France    and    elsewhere.     It    has 


been  said  that  other  materials  than  hay 
and  straw  might  be  used  for  packing 
and  that  the  Order  should  include  the 
straw  and  hay  required  for  packing 
merchandise  as  well  as  for  litter  and 
fodder.  The  Government  have  taken 
a  different  view.  They  have  thought  it 
unnecessary  to  prejudice  the  many  trade 
interests  involved  by  an  extension  of 
the  Order.  Sawdust  has  been  suggested 
as  a  substitute  for  straw ;  but  in  many 
cases  eggs  are  imported  from  places 
where  sawdust  is  not  available.  Besides, 
sawdust  would  make  the  cases  heavier 
and  the  carriage  more  expensive.  Again, 
straw  comes  from  special  districts  for 
hats  and  bonnets,  and  the  Government 
hesitated  to  prevent  thsCt  straw  coming 
into  our  ports. 

*Mr.  COURTHOPE  :  Straw  of  that 
kind  was  not  included  in  our.  recom- 
mendation; we  expressly  excluded  all 
straw  which  had  undergone  a  process  of 
manufacture. 

*Mr.  J.  A.  PEASE  :  I  am  told  that  if 
straw  were  prescribed  it  would  include 
the  straw  for  hat-making,  bottle  packing, 
and  other  industries,  and  the  Govern- 
ment were  not  prepared  to  extend  the 
prohibition  beyond  straw  and  hay  used 
for  litter  and  fodder  purposes.  The  hon. 
Member  for  Rye  alluded  to  the  absence 
of  a  representative  of  the  Board  of 
Agriculture  at  the  meeting  with  the 
deputation  which  waited  upon  the 
President  of  the  Local  Grovernment 
Board  a  few  days  ago.  I  regret  the 
absence  through  illness,  not  only  of  my 
noble  friend,  but  of  the  hon.  Member 
who  represents  the  Board  of  Agriculture 
in  this  House.  The  Board  of  Agricul- 
ture realise  that  in  connection  with  the 
milk  industry  the  interests  of  producers 
as  well  as  consumers  should  be  con- 
sidered, and  in  any  legislation  to  deal 
with  this  very  diffic^t  problem  the 
Board  of  Agriculture  will  be  consulted 
by  the  Local  Government  Board,  and 
vice  versa,  and  we  trust  that  an  amicable 
arrangement  will  be  come  to  in  the 
interests  of  both  consumers  and  pro- 
ducers, and  that  no  injustice  will  be  done 
to  the  stockowners  in  this  country.  In 
regard  to  infection  referred  to  by  the  hon. 
Member  opposite,  while  we  admit  that  the 
risk  of  infection  is  very  great,  I  do  not 
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think  that  we  should  exaggerate  its 
amount  in  the  way  the  hon.  Member 
did.  It  is  perfectly  true  that  in- 
fection may  be  carried  down-wind,  but 
only  if  carried  down-wind  by  some 
material,  and  not  through  the  air  itself. 
I  am  given  to  understand  that  that  is 
the  only  way  in  which  infection  can  be 
taken ;  it  must  be  by  contact  with  an 
article  which  has  been  infected  by  an 
infected  animal.  There  are  two  other 
subjects  to  which  the  hon.  Member 
alluded.  In  regard  to  swine  fever,  I 
think  perhaps  it  will  be  of  interest  to 
the  House  if  I  explain  to  them,  that 
although  a  great  deal  of  dissatisfaction 
exists  among  farmers  in  connection  with 
regulations  in  regard  to  swine  fever,  yet 
the  policy  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture 
for  the  last  fourteen  years  has  been  a 
consistent  policy  and  has  also  been  a  very 
successful  policy.  It  is  almost  absurd 
to  pick  one  year  and  compare  it  with  its 
predecessor,  and  you  can  draw  no  very 
accurate  conclusion  by  taking  one 
selected  year  and  comparing  it  with 
another  selected  year.  But  I  have  taken 
the  trouble  to  take  out  the  averages  of  the 
fourteen  years  during  which  the  swine 
fever  regulations  for  the  slaughtering  of 
infected  swine  and  swine  supposed  to  be 
infected  have  been  in  operation.  I  find 
that  there  is  an  average  in  the  first  five 
years,  1894  to  1898,  of  58,000  swine 
slaughtered  each  year,  with  a  view  of 
reducing  swine  fever.  The  average  in 
the  next  five  years  brings  it  down  from 
57,900  to  16,000,  and  the  average  of  the 
last  four  years,  up  to  31st  December  last, 
brings  it  down  from  16,000  to  7,000  a 
year.  That  is  very  satisfactory,  and  I 
do  not  think  the  President  of  the  Board 
of  Agriculture  ought  to  act  hurriedly  in 
a  matter  of  this  kind,  when  the  diminu- 
tion of  swine  fever  is  very  marked  under 
the  existing  regulations.  It  is,  unfor- 
tunately, true  that  last  year  the  amount 
of  swine  fever  in  this  country  was  greater 
than  the  year  before,  but  it  is  equally 
true  that  there  has  been  a  diminution 
of  swine  fever  during  the  first  ten  weeks 
of  this  year,  as  compared  with  the  first 
ten  weeks  of  last  year,  and  we  trust  that 
diminution  may  go  on.  There  has  been, 
as  probably  hon.  and  right  hon.  Gentle- 
men are  aware,  a  new  regulation  arranged 
in  connection  with  smne  fever,  which,  I 
believe,  will  help  ver}'  much  the  move- 
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ment  of  swine,  especially  for  slaughtering 
purposes,  and  will  mitigate  the  incon- 
venience which  many  traders  hitherto 
felt,  and  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Agriculture  wishes  to  see  how  these  regu- 
lations operate  for  a  year  or  so  before  he 
feels  justified  in  appointing  a  Committee,, 
or  taking  any  steps  to  alter  the  system 
which  has  existed  so  successfully  for  the 
last  fourteen  years.  I  think  it  must  be 
.also  a  source  of  gratification  to  this  Com- 
mittee to  know  that  the  number  of  swine 
in  Great  Britain  is  2,636,766,  an  increase 
of  13J  per  cent,  for  last  year  over  the 
year  which  preceded  it,  so  that  the  swine 
industry  is  really  increasing  in  amount 
at  the  same  time  as  we  believe  the  swine 
fever  is  diminishing  in  extent.  We  can 
only  trust  that  that  is  so,  and  that  this 
very  difficult  problem  may  be  eventu- 
ally solved,  to  the  satisfaction  not  only 
of  the  farmers,  but  also  of  the  con- 
sumers, who  are  equally  interested  in 
the  suppression  of  this  disease.  In 
regard  to  the  last  point  raised  by 
the  hon.  Member  for  Rye,  I  should 
like  to  isay,  so  ifar  as  the  Board  of 
Agriculture  is  aware,  and  so  far  as  I 
am  aware,  no  complaints  whatever 
have  been  received  by  the  Board  in 
connection  with  the  unfair  treatment  of 
English  cattle  which  have  been  sent  to 
the  Argentine.  If,  however,  the  hon. 
Member  will  communicate  with  the 
Board  of  Agriculture  in  regard  to  any 
case  where  he  feels  that  unfair  treatment 
has  been  meted  out,  inquiry  will  at  once 
be  made,  and  I  trust  that  thereby  any 
repetition  of  the  case  which  he  gave  to 
to  the  House,  and  which  in  one  instance 
caused  considerable  dissatisfaction,  will 
be  avoided. 


Mr.  COURTENAY  WARNER  wished 
to  congratulate  the  Board  of  Agricul- 
ture on  their  prompt  action  in  con- 
nection with  the  foot-and-mouth  disease. 
He  thought  that,  upon  the  whole,  they 
did  all  that  they  possibly  could,  but  at 
the  same  time  the  hon.  Member  for  Rye 
was  naturally  trying  to  carry  out  his 
duties,  being  in  opposition,  in  trying  to 
find  fault  with  all  that  they  had  done 
and  urging  them  on  to  greater  care. 
Although  he  could  not  agree  with  him 
that  the  Board  of  Agriculture  ought 
to  prohibit  the  packing  of  goods  in  hay 
and  straw  from  infected  countries,  yet  he 
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thought  some  regiilation  might  be  estab- 
lished preventing  this  hay  and  straw, 
in  which  goods  had  been  packed,  from 
being  used  as  fodder  for  horses  or  cattle, 
or  at  any  rate  from  being  sold  as  fodder. 
He  believed  that  china  and  earthenware 
had  to  be  packed  in  straw,  and  it  was 
almost  impossible  to  prohibit  its  impor- 
tation in  that  way,  but  it  was,  he  thought, 
quite  possible  for  the  Board  of  Agricul- 
ture, or  the  Board  of  Trade,  or  the  Local 
Government  Board  to  prevent  hayv  and 
straw  imported  in  the  form  of  packing 
from  being  used  for  fodder  for 
horses  or  cattle  at  the  present  time. 
It  was  a  very  important  thing  in  regard 
to  the  cattle  which  produced  milk, 
because  it  was  among  these,  in  large 
towns,  that  there  was  most  danger  of 
such  diseases  breaking  out  and  spreading, 
^as  the  animils  were  crowded  together 
and  had  less  open  air  than  in  the  country. 
That  was  a  point  which  he  should  very 
much  like  to  impress  upon  the  autho- 
rities. He  sympathised  with  his  hon. 
friend  in  his  difficult  task  of  having  been 
suddenly  put  in  charge  of  a  Department, 
which,  although  it  did  not  hold  the 
position  it  ought,  was  one ,  of  the  most 
important  Departments  of  the  Govern- 
ment. He  hoped  that  before  long 
the  Board  of  Agriculture  would  be 
able  to  assert  itself  a  little  more 
and  be  more  powerful  than  it  was 
at  the  present  moment.  If  a  little  more 
power  and  a  little  more  money  were  put 
at  its  disposal  for  carrying  out  the  neces- 
sary work  it  had  to  do  throughout  the 
country  it  would  be  better.  He  thought 
that  a  good  deal  of  some  of  the  delay 
in  carrying  out  this  work  was  caused 
by  want  of  money  and  the  necessary 
number  of  officials,  which  a  Board  of 
this  kind  must  have  to  carry  out  the 
very  arduous  duties  it  had  to  perform. 
The  hon.  Member  for  Rye  had  asked  why 
in  one  case  the  Department  did  not  pro- 
hibit the  cargo  coming  in  and  pay  com- 
pensation for  it,  but  no  Department  had 
a  right  to  spend  money  without  the  sanc- 
tion of  this  House.  They  could  not 
spend  money  and  confiscate  a  cargo  of 
goods  without.  The  authority  of  this 
House,  although  perhaps  a  responsible 
Minister '  might  take  the  matter  into  his 
hands  and  order  the  hay  to  be  destroyed 
and  come  to  the  House  afterwards. 
He  considered  that  there  ought  to  be 


a  Member  of  this  House  to  answer  for 
the  Board  of  Agriculture  with  more 
responsibility  for  it,  and  he  hoped  that 
before  very  long  that  might  be  the 
case.  As  to  swine  fever,  he  could 
only  congratulate  the  hon.  Member  on 
the  very  excellent  figures  which  he  had 
given  to  the  House,  and  he  hoped  the 
farmers  would  realise  them.  The  farmers 
were  always  grumbling  about  swine 
fever  not  being  extirpated.  One  year 
it  went  down  a  little  and  another  year 
it  went  up;  he  wished  that  the 
figures  were  more  known  to  farmers 
and  that  they  studied  them  more.  There 
was  one  other  point  which  had  not  been 
mentioned  that  day,  but  was  a  very 
important  one  which  should  be  im- 
pressed upon  the  Board  of  Agriculture, 
and  that  was  the  spread  of  anthrax, 
which  had  been  breaking  out  in  many 
parts  of  the  country.  Some  twelve 
months  ago  he  knew  of  a  case  in  which 
there  was  a  grave  suspicion  that  the  refuse 
from  a  horse-hair  factory  went  into  a 
stream  and  infected  certain  horses  who 
were  down  the  stream.  There  had  been 
several  cases  from  time  to  time  in  which 
human  beings  had  been  infected  with  the 
disease,  but  that,  of  course,  came  under« 
another  Department.  But  the  case  as 
regards  animals  was  serious  as  it  was 
a  very  dangerous  disease,  not  only  to  the 
animals,  but  owing  to  the  fact  that  they 
might  give  it  to  human  beings.  He 
hoped  that  inquiry  might  be  made,  and 
that  something  would  be  done  before 
long  to  frame  some  kind  of  regulations 
to  be  issued  by  the  Local  Government 
Board  and  the  Board  of  Agriculture, 
because  he  thought  that  double  regu- 
lations were  required  to  prevent  an- 
thrax from  spreading  in  this  country,a8  it 
had  been  increasing  and  was  a  very 
serious  disorder. 

Colonel  KENYON-SLANEY  (Shrop- 
shire, Newport)  said  he  could  well 
understand  the  position  in  which  his 
hon.  friend  found  himself  in  replying 
for  the  Board  of  Agriculture  that  after- 
noon, and  he  could  assure  him  that 
it  was  unpleasant  for  him  to  make  any 
criticisms  on  the  hon.  Member :  he  would 
rather  have  made  them  upon  the  person 
who  legitimately  represented  the  Board, 
and  was  responsible  lor  the  Department. 
There  were  one  or  two  points  to  which  the 
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attention  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture 
should  be  called.  The  hon.  Member 
had  made  clear  to  the  House  the  imminent 
danger  that  lurked  in  the  importation 
of  hay  from  a  tainted  source,  and  he  did 
not  know  until  he  heard  the  hon.  Member 
speak  of  it  how  great  that  danger  was. 
As  they  had  heard,  a  cargo  came  over 
from  Holland  in  November;  it  was 
held  over  to  January,  when  it  was  un- 
packed, and  it  was  not  imtil  then,  the 
end  of  that  month,  that  it  spread  forth 
its  infection,  and  led  to  the  outbreak 
which  they  deplored.  It  showed  how 
sudden  the  danger  was,  and  how  long 
ifc  could  be  retained  in  a  cargo  imported 
into  this  country.  The  hon.  Member 
was  able  to  show  that  the  Board  of 
Agriculture  acted  with  promptitude  upon 
this  outbreak,  and  that  they  exerted 
themselves  in  destroying  all  the  rats 
which  were  about- the  infected  premises. 
As  a  matter  of  personal  interest  he  should 
like  to  know  by  what  process  that  was 
achieved.  He  had  tried  to  destroy  rate  by 
using  one  of  the  most  advertised  pre- 
parations to  kill  these  pests.  He  took 
two  rats  and  fed  them  upon  nothing  else 
but  the  "  poison,"  and  they  flourished 

•  FO  exceedingly  that  eventually  he  had 
to  liberate  them  and  destroy  them  with 
p.  stick.  He  therefore  would  like  to 
know  the  method  pursued  in  this  case. 
The  line  of  defence  taken  by  the  hon. 
Member  that  Presidents  of  former  days 
had  not  done  any  better  was  not  a  good 
line  to  take.  If  agriculture  had  any 
chance  at  all  it  could  only  learn 
as  the  years  went  by,  and,  there - 
Tore,  he  desired  to  enter  a  caveat 
against  the  argument  that  because  it 
was  not  necessary  to  take  precautions 
in  days  gone  by  it  was  not  necessary 
to  do  so  now.  He  also  protested  agamst 
the  tone  of  the  hon.  Member's  remarks 
which  seemed  to  imply  that  on  no  account 
was  the  interest  of  agriculture  and  the 
protection  of  the  flocks  and  herds  to  be 
the  first  necessity  for  action  in  these 
matters,  but  that  on  the  contrary, 
they  were  to  wait  as  long  as  possible  and 
to  be  careful  that  they  gave  every  other 
trade  every  possible  chance,  and  that  they 
were  practically  to  expose  agriculture  to 
dangers  to  which  they  were  unwilling  to 
expose  other  trades.  What  the  Com- 
mittee wanted  from  the  Board  of  Agri- 

^nlture  was  a  rather  more  whole  hearted 

^"^^^^l  A'enyon-Slaney. 


defence  of  the  agricultural  interests  of 
the  country  than  was  evident  in  the  tone 
of  the  hon.  Member's  remarks.  He 
certainly  did  not  think  they  should, 
as  the  hon.  Member  suggested,  see  what 
proportion  of  other  trades  would  be 
afEected  by  their  action  before  they 
acted.  All  that  should  be  considered' 
was  how  it  would  affect  agriculture,  that 
great  industry  which  the  Board  of 
Agriculture  was  created  to  safeguard. 
The  Board  of  Agriculture  had  no  right 
to  be  too  considerate  to  other  trades  in 
safeguarding  the  interests  of  the  industry 
they  were  established  to  protect.  The  im-^ 
putation  cast  upon  hon.  Members  also  by 
the  hon.  Gentleman  was  hardly  fair.. 
The  hon.  Member  had  suggested  that  on^^ 
of  the  reasons  the  Board  of  Agriculture 
had  to  be  so  careful  was  because  it  was 
conceivable  that  certain  people  con- 
nected with  the  Board  of  Agriculture 
migh*  not  be  actuated  simply  and 
solely  with  a  desire  for  the  preven- 
tion of  the  disease,  but  by  some  indirect 
and  unconscious  desire  to  get  protection- 

♦Mr.  J.  A.  PEASE  said  he  had  no 
intention  of  gconveying  that  idea  in  con- 
nection with  this  matter.  What  he- 
desired  to  convey  was  that  great  pressure 
was  brought  to  bear  by  individuals  to 
protect  their  own  interests,  and  it  was 
necessary  to  see  what  other  interests 
were  affected. 

Colonel  KENYON  SLANEY  said  he 
was  glad  of  that  explanation.  As  to  the 
imdue  kindness  to  other  trades  he  would 
point  out  that  with  regard  to  removing 
any  source  of  possible  infection  in  the 
packing  of  eggs  the  answer  of  the  Board 
of  Agriculture  was  that  the  alternative 
method  of  packing  would  make  the  pack- 
ages too  heavy  and  so  prevent  foreign^ 
eggs  from  coming  in.  Was  it  right  that 
they  should  hesitate  to  take  such  a  step- 
in  order  to  protect  this  country  from  the 
ravages  of  a  disease,  the** damage  of 
which  could  only  be  estimated  in  millions, 
because  they  might  inflict  some  slight  loss- 
on  a  foreign  country  %  Then  what  about 
that  mysterious  cargo  of  which  they  had 
heard  and  of  which  the  Government  had 
lost  sight  ?  What  was  it,  and  where 
was  it  %  Nobody  knew  where  it  might 
be  or  how  much  mischief  it  had  intro^ 
duced    into    the    country.    It    did    not 
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speak  well  for  the  Board  of  Agriculture 
that  they  should  haf e  allowed  that  cargo 
to  slip  out  of  their  notice,  and  go 
elsewhere.  The  hon.  Member  had 
said  that  a  month  was  not  too  long 
to  look  around  in  the  interests  of  other 
trades.  But  a  month  might  have  flooded 
the  country  with  foot-and-mouth  disease 
which  might  cost  the  nation  millions; 
a  month's  looking  around  might  be  abso- 
lutely fatal  to  the  best  interests  of  the 
stockbreeders  and  stock  keepers  of  the 
country.  The  action  taken  by  the  Board 
of  Agriculture  had  not  been  quite  so 
spirited  and  determined  as  he  would 
have  liked  it  to  have  been.  Everyone 
recognised  the  difficulty  of  the  situation, 
but  he  desired  to  put  it  on  record  that 
some  Members  of  the  House  thought  that 
in  these  matters  the  interests  of  agricul- 
ture ought  to  be  supreme  ;  that  they 
ought  not  to  be  too  tender  with  other 
interests,  and  that  there  ought  to  be 
more  whole-heartedness  on  the  part  of 
the  Board  of  Agriculture  in  their  actions 
with  regard  to  that  industry  for  which 
they  had  to  answer. 

♦Mr.  BOWERMAN  (Deptford)  said 
that  before  this  Vote  was  passed  he 
desired  to  draw  attention  to  a  matter 
which  seriously  affected  his  constituency, 
namely,  the  unnecessary  restrictions,  as 
he  suggested,  in  connection  with  the 
Deptford  cattle  market,  which  kept  out 
live  cattle  from  Continental  countries 
which  were  officially  declared  to  be  free 
from  disease.  The  question  had  been 
frequently  raised,  but  the  replies  of  the 
Board  of  Agriculture  had  always  been  of  a 
negative  character.  Only  last  year  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture 
had  visited  Deptford,  and  was  an  hour 
witnessing  the  operations  and  conditions 
of  that  magnificent  market.  Yet,  when 
the  request  was  made  that  live  cattle 
should  be  introduced,  with  the  knowledge 
that  the  cattle  must  be  slaughtered 
within  a  limited  period  of  time,  they  had 
always  received  the  discouraging  answer 
that  the  Board  could  not  reconsider  their 
regulations  at  that  moment.  So  far 
as  Deptford  was  concerned,  feeling  was 
growing  in  this  matter.  During  the  last 
few  months  the  various  municipal  bodies 
interested  had  taken  up  the  question. 
It  was  in  the  interests  of  labour  mainly 
that  he  asked  the  Board  of  Agriculture 


to  reconsider  this  matter.  Hundreds 
of  thousands  of  pounds  had  been  spent 
in  the  construction  of  the  market,  and 
in  addition  a  considerable  amount  had 
been  spent  in  the  installation  of  the  most 
up-to-date  appliances  for  the  purpose 
of  dealing  with  any  disease  that  might 
appear  there.  He  had  heard  it  stated  that 
in  the  opinion  of  the  Government  in- 
spectors it  would  be  practically  im- 
possible for  any  disease,  it  having  been 
detected,  to  leave  the  market,  so  ad- 
mirable were  the  appliances  there.  There 
was  a  huge  sheep  market  in  which  there 
had  not  been  a  sheep  for  months  and 
months.  The  ropes  were  rotting,  and 
the  ironwork  was  rusting,  and  the  scene 
was  one  of  desolation.  When  one  re- 
flected what  the  corporation  had  spent 
in  putting  up  machinery  to  deal  with 
these  very  matters,  it  certainly  seemed 
a  strange  proceeding  that  the  Board 
of  Agriculture  should  not  see  its  way 
to  relax  its  rules  so  far  as  those  countries 
which  was  officially  declared  to  be  free 
from  disease  were  concerned.  The  num- 
ber of  live  cattle  which  came  to  this 
market  was  decreasing  year  by  year, 
and .  contemporaneously  the  great 
American  Beef  Trust  had  come  into 
being.  In  1906,  88,886  live  animals 
were  imported  into  our  markets.  In  1907 
the  number  was  reduced  to  77,139. 
and  this  year  to  65,508.  It  seemed  to 
him  thtit  the  action  of  the  Board  was 
depriving  hundreds  and  thousands  of 
people  of  their  livelihood,  while  it  was 
depriving  the  whole  community  of  Dept- 
ford and  adjacent  districts  of  fresh  and 
cheap  meat.  He  asked  the  Board  of 
Agriculture  to  give  the  matter  further 
consideration  than  they  had  bestowed 
upon  it  on  previous  occasions.  He 
desired  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Board 
of  Agriculture  to  another  matter.  He 
would  be  glad  if  the  hon.  Member 
representing  the  Board  that  afternoon 
would  state  during  the  course  of 
his  reply  upon  the  debate  the  Board's 
attitude  towards  the  Alderney  foreign 
animals  wharf  and  abattoir  scheme, 
and  the  delay  on  the  part  of  the  President 
of  the  Board  in  carrying  out  his  promise, 
given  in  February  of  last  year,  to  those 
acting  for  its  promoters,  that  he  would 
cause  inquiry  to  be  made  into  the  reasons 
for  the  opposition  shown  by  the  officials 
of  the  Board  to  a  project  towards  which 
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he  (the  noble  Earl)  was  favourably 
inclined.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  the 
officials  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture 
were  really  opposing  the  scheme,  and 
the  reasons  for  their  opposition  were 
not  quite  known.  If  the  hon.  Member 
would  be  good  enough  to  make  a  note, 
and  if  possible  give  an  answer,  l\e  would 
be  very  much  obliged. 

Mr.  ABEL  SMITH  (Hertfordshire,. 
Hertford)  suggested  tothe  hon.  Member  for 
Deptford  that  probably  the  pre-entwas  not 
a  very  appropriate  time  to  press  on  the 
Board  of  Agriculture  the  subject  which 
he  had  brought  forward,  because,  as  they 
all  knew,  there  had  just  been  a  most 
serious  outbreak  of  foot-and-mouth 
disease,  and  it  was,  therefore,  a  time  when 
it  was  necessary  to  take  the  utmost 
precautions  to  prevent  a  further  outbreak. 
In  regard  to  the  question  raised  by  his 
right  hon.  friend  the  Member  for  Wimble- 
don, he  did  not  think  there  was  very 
much  fault  to  find  with  the  general 
attitude  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture,  or 
with  the  explanation  of  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man. But  he  wanted  to  carry  a  little 
further  the  point  with  respect  to  the 
importation  of  hay  and  straw,  because 
on  that  the  answer  of  his  hon. 
friend  was  not  very  satisfactory.  The 
hon.  Gentleman  had  rather  relied  on  the 
tu  quoqiie  argument  which  had  been  so 
often  used  in  that  House,  for  4ie  had 
remarked  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  Wimbledon  himself,  and 
other  previous  Presidents  of  the  Board  of 
Agriculture  had  not  thought  it  necessary 
to  restrict  the  importation  of  hay  and 
straw,  and,  therefore,  the  present  Presi- 
dent of  the  Board  of  Agriculture  could 
hardly  be  blamed  for  following  their 
example.  What  was  the  fact  ?  It  was 
that  it  had  been  proved  to  the  satisfaction 
of  the  expert  advisers  of  the  Board 
that  this  outbreak  of  foot-and-mouth 
disease  in  Scotland  was  due  to  foreign 
hay  and  straw.  Therefore,  new  circum- 
stances had  arisen,  and  he  thought  the 
action  of  the  Board  in  regard  to 
the  matter  had  been  a  little  too  cau- 
tious and  a  little  over  feeble,  as  had 
been  suggested  by  one  of  his  hon.  friends. 
They  seemed  to  be  so  careful  about 
other  interests  that  those  of  agricul- 
ture, which  they  were  supposed  specially 
Mr.  Bowerman. 


to  represent,  were  thrown  into  the 
background.  Whatever  might  have  been 
the  state  of  affairs  in  years  past  it  was 
now  established  beyond  denial  that  foot- 
and-mouth  disease  had  been  introduced 
through  the  agency  of  foreign  hay  and 
straw.  It  seemed  to  him  to  be  quite 
easy  to  prevent  the  importation  of  hay 
and  straw  which  was  to  be  used  for 
litter  and  fodder  ;  but  he  quite  admitted 
that  the  difficulty  chiefly  arose  when 
they  had  to  deal  with  hay  and  straw 
in  which  other  commodities  were  packed. 
He  thought,  however,  that  it  would  be 
quite  possible  to  devise  regulations  by 
which  that  difficulty  could  be  dealt 
with.  It  was  notorious  that  hay  and 
straw  used  for  packing  purposes  was 
usually  sent  to  large  working  centres, 
and  in  those  places  regulations  might 
be  devised  by  which  the  hay  and 
straw  could  be  destroyed  if  it  came 
from  places  affected  by  foot-and- 
mouth  disease.  Usually  in  municipal 
boroughs  they  had  means,  frequently  a 
destructor,  for  destroying  refuse,  and 
this  hay  and  straw  could  be  dealt  with  in 
that  way.  That  was  a  matter  which 
might  very  well  claim  the  consideration 
of  the  Board.  He  agreed  with 
his  rigl^t  hon.  friend  that  on  these 
subjects  it  was  absolutely  necessary  that 
the  Board  of  Agriculture  should  re- 
member that  the  interests  of  agriculture 
were  their  first  concern.  It  was  a  most 
important  industry,  which  they  all  tried 
to  the  best  of  their  ability  to  represent 
in  the  House ;  at  any  rate,  the  Board  of 
Agriculture  was  only  concerned  in  seeing 
that  the  agriculturists  of  this  country 
were  properly  looked  after,  and  they 
were  not  to  be  too  cautious  or  too  gentle 
about  treading  on  the  toes  of  someone 
else  who  might  be  to  a  small  extent 
indirectly  affected  by  any  action  which 
the  Department  might  take. 

*Mr.  EVERETT  (Suffolk,  Woodbridge) 
said  that  swine  fever  was  the  disease  from 
which  they  suffered  most  and  which 
caused  most  inconvenience  in  the  county 
in  which  he  lived.  He  was  very  glad 
to  hear  that  the  reports  showed  that 
on  the  whole  the  disease  was  diminishing 
compared  with  the  state  of  affairs  many 
years  ago.  Locally  they  had  formed 
a     different    opinion.       Many  of     them 
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from  this  cause  previously.  And  con- 
sidering that  only  one  had  been  caused  in 
this  way,  and  that  had  been  so 
promptly  and  satisfactorily  dealt  with, 
they  could  hardly  find  fault  with  the 
Board  for  not  having  gone  to  greater 
lengths  than  they  had  done  in  excluding 
these  articles  of  hay  and  straw,  which 
were  very  useful  to  a  great  many  owners 
of  stock  in  this  country,  as  well  as  being 
the  subjects  of  a  large  trade  in  them- 
selves. He  thought  the  Board  had 
made  a  reasonably  good  defence  for 
any  apparent  tardiness  they  had  shown, 
and  he  sincerely  hoped  it  would  be  long 
before  they  were  again  able  to  trace 
any  outbreak  to  the  importation  of  those 
articles. 

Mr.  J.  F.  MASON  (Windsor)  said  that 
the  hon.  Member  who  temporarily  repre- 
sented the  Board  of  Agriculture  had 
quoted  some  figures  with  regard  to 
swine  fever  which  he  thought  they 
must  accept  as  reassuring.  But  he 
would  venture  to  suggest  that,  in 
view  of  the  very  large  sums  of  money 
which  the  slaughter  of  swine  cost  this 
country,  the  Board  should  lose  no  oppor- 
tunity of  endeavouring  to  trace  out  and 
find  some  cure  for  this  and  other  diseases 
of  the  kind.  He  was  aware  that  some- 
thing was  being  done  in  that  direction, 
but  he  attached  to  the  question  of  final 
cure  a  degree  of  importance  which  was 
not  always  shared  to  the  same  extent. 
In  reference  to  the  proposed  legislation 
on  the  milk  supply,  he  understood  that 
the  Local  Government  Board  were  rather 
looking  to  the  interests  of  the  consumers, 
and  he  hoped  that  the  Board  of  Agri- 
culture would  see  to  the  interests  of 
the  producers  of  milk,  who,  throughout 
the  country,  were  perfectly  convinced 
that  legislation  was  necessary,  and  that 
everything  that  would  conduce  to 
the  purity  of  milk  should  be  done.  So 
'^ar  as  he  had  been  able  to  observe,  all 
the  attempts  to  increase  the  purity  of 
on  the  farms  were  expensive, 
must     necessarilv      be     so.        He 


thought  it  was  a  disease    indigenous  to 

this    comitry,  with    which    our    grand- 
fathers and  more  distant  ancestors  had  had 

to   grapple,    and    that    it    was    always 

more     or     less    likely    to    break    out. 

The  local  feeling  had  largely  been  that 

they  suffered  more  from  the  restrictions 

than    from   the   disease.     He   was   glad 

to   say  that   representations,   addressed 

to  the  Board  by  deputations  and  other- 
wise, had  received  some  attention,  and 

that  the  remedies  applied  had  been  less 

unreasonable  and  onerous  than  they  had 

been  in  past  times.     He  heartily  hoped 

that  these  conditions  would  not  break 

down    again,    and    that    the    Board    of 

Agriculture    would    be    as    considerate 

as  it  could  be  in  not  exposing  them  to 

inconveniences  which  were  not  effectual 

in   proportion   to   the    loss    and   incon- 
venience     which      they      caused.        In 

regard  to  the  tuberculin    test   of   cattle 

exported  to  the  Argentine,  he  thought 

they  were  greatly  indebted  to  the  hon. 

Member   for   Rye    for   calling   attention 

to  that  matter.     Farmers  were  inclined 

to  be  very  sceptical  about  that  test,  and 

if  the  Board  could  do  anything  in  con- 
nection with  it  to  prevent  the  unnecessary 

killing     of     valuable      pedigree     stock 
exported      to      the      Argentine,      they 

should   be    very   much   indebted   to   it. 

With  regard  to  foot-and-tnouth  disease, 

it  was  impossible  to  exaggerate  the  loss 
that  would  arise  if  it  were  introduced  and 
spread  in  this  country.  Considering 
the  mMiy  ways  in  which  that  disease 
could  be  commimicated,  it  was  won- 
derful we  had  continued  free  from 
outbreaks  for  so  many  vears,  and  he 
hoped  the  Board  would  still  continue  to 
watch  the  matter  very  closely.  But  he 
was  bound  to  say,  after  listening  to  the 
discussion  and  the  reply  of  his  hon.  friend, 
that  it  appeared  to  him  that  the  Board 
had  acted  in  a  way  which  was  most 
-consistent  with  the  interests  of  this 
<*ountry  as  a  whole,  which  were 
what  they,  of  course,  were  bound 
to  look  at.  His  hon.  friend  below  !  milk 
him    had     remarked    that     those    who  j  and 

had  preceded  the  present  Board  of  |  quite  approved  of  taking  every  precau- 
Agriculture  had  felt  chary  about  pre-  I  tion  possible  to  insure  cleanliness  and 
venting  the  importation  of  hay  and  :  of  hiving  veterinary  inspection.  But  if 
straw  from  foreign  countries,  even  from  i  all  the  precautions  were  carried  as  far  as 
countries  known  to  be  infected  with  the  I  he  had  carried  them  himself  the  cost 
disease.     We    had    not    had    outbreak's  !  would  be  so  great  as  to  place  milk  out  of 
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reach  of  the  poorer  classes  of  the  country,  r  with  English  wheat,  with  the  result  that 


He  stated  that  in  order  that  the  Board  of 
Agriculture  should  limit  the  restrictions. 

Mr.  COURTENAY  WARNER  said  the 
President  of  the  Local  Government  Board, 
who  had  the  matter  in  hand  and  who  was 
introducing  a  Bill  had  given  assurances 
on  that  subject. 


there  were  now  crossed  red  wheats  which 
combined  the  weight  of  the  Manitoba 
with  a  constitution  which  enabled  them 
to  thrive  in  the  English  climate.  In 
the  improving  of  seed  in  this  way  the 
Board  of  Agriculture  might  do  a  great 
deal  of  good 


Mr.    watt  (Glasgow,    College)  con- 

T^     T  -CI  TIT .  0.-.TWT      -11  1    1  X      gratulated    the    hon.    Member    on  the 

Mr  J  F.  MASON  said  he  was  glad  to  ,  ^^^^^^1^    manner    in    which    he    had 


hear  that  the  matterwould  not  be  lost  sight 
of.  Everybody  was  agreed  that  agricul- 
ture in  this  country  was  not  in  so  flourish- 
ing a  condition  as  it  was  in  others. 
In  this  country  between  the  years 
1875  and  1890  nearly  3,000,000  acres 
of  land  had  gone  out  of  cultivation.  | 
During  that  same  period  a  correspond-  i  g^j-g^ie      m  ms 

ing  amount  of  land  had  been  brought  ^J^^  incumbent  on  the  Board  of  Agri- 
under  cultivation  in  Germany  whilst  i^^^^^  ^  ^^^^^^^^  ^^^  -^^^^^^^  ^f  the 
agricultural  wages  m  that  country  had  I  ^^^^  ^^^^^^  ^g^^^^^  before  they  issued 
increased  nearly  50  per  cent      Agnculture  ^^^^^  whatever.     But  the  question 

in  this  country  was  overburdened  the  j^/^^^^  especially  to  speak  on  was  that 
advantages  given  to  it  by  the  Agricultural  ^^^^^^^  ^/^  ^j^/j^^^  ^^^i,^,  f^,  D  t. 
Rating    Act    had   been   almost   entirely    ^^^^  ^^^^^^   ^^^  importation  of  Cana- 


defended  the  Board  of  Agriculture,  and 
the  Department  itself  on  the  way 
it  had  tackled  the  outbreak  of  foot- 
and-mouth  disease  at  Edinburgh.  He 
did  not  agree  with  hon.  (Jentlemen  oppo- 
site who  thought  that  in  matters  of  this 
sort  agriculture  should  be  'considered 
In  his  opinion  it  was  abso- 


neutrdlised  by  the  increase  in  the  rates  of 
the  country.  Something  must  be  done 
to  increase  production.  Small  holdings 
might  do  something;  they  had  their 
advantages,  but  he  was  not  an  entire 
believer  in  them.  Where  they  were  held 
by  people  who  had  some  other  occupation 
and  who  could  go  in  for  intensive  cultiva- 
tion, small  holdings  might  be  a  success. 
But  what  was  required  was  to  endeavour 
to  improve  the  yield  of  the  land.  The 
^aeld  of  wheat  per  acre  in  England  was 
twice  as  much  as  that  of  the  United 
States,  but  it  did  not  compare  with  the 
T^eld  per  acre  in  France.  He  could  not 
help  thinking  that  by  the  study  of  deep 
cultivation  and  other  matters  the  yield 
per  acre  in  this  country  could  be  very 
largely  increased.  But  any  experiments  in 
that  direction  were  far  beyond  the  powers 
of  the  small  holders  and  should  be  under- 
taken by  the  Board  of  Agriculture. 
Another  way  in  which  the  Board  of 
Agriculture  could  do  a  great  deal  was 
in  the  direction  of  improving  the  plants 
grown  in  this  country.  For  instance, 
Manitoba  wheat  was  always  worth  more 
than  English  wheat  in  the  market. 
Manitoba  wheat  grown  in  England  had 
failed  to  retain  its  quality,  but  recently 


dian  cattle  into  this  country.  It  seemed 
to  him  that  before  this  Government  came 
into  power  the  Party  was  pledged  to 
remove  the  embargo  on  Canadian  cattle,, 
and  their  action  in  keeping  the 
embargo  on  during  the  two  and  a 
half  years  they  had  been  in  power 
was  inconsistent  with  the  pledge 
they  gave  when  wooing  the  electors. 
It  was  the  only  inconsistency  of  which 
they  could  be  accused,  and  he  hoped  they 
would  take  the  earliest  opportunity  of 
removing  that  blot  from  their  escutcheon. 
It  certainly  seemed  inconsistent  that  a 
Government  which  was  so  in  love 
with  free  trade  should  prevent  the 
importation  of  animals  from  our 
Colonies  which  were  certified  as  being 
free  from  disease,  but  it  was  more  incon- 
sistent still  that  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite 
should  preclude  these  cattle,  because 
their  contention  was  that  a  preference 
should  be  given  to  the  Colonies.  In 
this  particular  case  they,  however,  advo- 
cated that  Canada  should  be  handicapped. 

The  deputy  CHAIRMAN:  The 
question  of  the  importation  of  Canadian 
cattle   requires  legislation,  and  therefore 


it  had  been  crossed  with  great  success    cannot  be  discussed  upon  this  Estimate* 
Mr.  J,  F,  Mason, 
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Mr.  watt  said  that  perhaps  it  was  just 
as  well  that  the  point  of  order  had  come 
exactly  at  the  termination  of  his  obser- 
vations. 


♦Mr.  GEORGE  FABER  (York)  said 
he  agreed  with  the  hon.  Member  who  had 
just  sat  down  that  the  Party  in  power 
before  the  general  election  were  com- 
mitted to  the  free  importation  of  Cana- 
dian cattle  and  that  the  Government 
when  wooing  the  country  shared  that 
view.  But  courtship  was  quite  a  dif- 
ferent matter  from  matrimony,  and  hon. 
and  right  hon.  Gentlemen  were  now 
wedded  to  the  Treasury  Bench  and 
things  that  were  said  lightly  and 
rashly  in  the  days  of  their  wooing 
were  now  forgotten  or  had  a  very 
different  significance.  So  far  as  the 
recent  outbreak  of  foot-and-mouth 
disease  was  concerned,  the  Board  of 
Agriculture  had  come  through  that  more 
by  good  luck  than  good  judgment.  He 
could  not  admit  that  they  had  taken 
even  reasonable  precautions.  They 
were  warned  distinctly  and  in  terms 
by  the  Central  Chamber  of  Agrculture, 
that  Holland  was  infected  with  foot-and- 
mouth  disease  and  that  it  was  dangerous 
to  import  hay  from  that  country.  Of 
that  warning  they  took  no  notice  what- 
ever ;  they  took  their  chance  and  trusted 
to  luck  lor  months.  He  quite  agreed 
that  when  the  outbreak  actually 
occurred,  all  precautions  were  taken, 
but  the  mischief  was  then  done. 
The  pecuniary  damage  suffered  already 
amounted  to  £4,000.  He  would  remind 
the  Committee  that  they  were  not  yet 
out  of  danger,  and  the  amount  might  any 
day  become  not  £4,000  but  £400,000, 
or  even  £4,000,000.  When  the  Central 
Chamber  of  Agriculture  first  warned 
the  Board  of  Agriculture  if  they  had 
then  put  a  stopper  on  the  importation 
of  foreign  hay  and  straw,  all  this  danger 
and  trouble  would  have  been  avoided. 
The  hon.  Member  representing  the 
Board  of  Agriculture  had  used  the  tu 
qnoque  argument,  but  it  did  not  overcome 
the  danger  to  say  that  his  predecessor  or 
predecessors  had  run  the  risk  before.  He 
was  not  so  sure  that  the  tu  quoqiie 
argument  held  good,  because  the  im- 
portation of  hay  and  straw  was  quite  a 
matter  of  modern  commerce.  For  a  long 
time  the  difficulty  was  one  of  bulk,  but 


he  understood  that  that  had  been  got  over 
recently,  by  comprising  hay  and  straw 
for  importation.  The  matter  had 
not  been  dealt  with  that  vigilance 
which  they  had  a  right  to  expect 
from  a  Government  Department,  H» 
was  sorry  to  hear  the  hon.  Member,  re- 
presenting the  Government,  imply  that 
other  trades  must  not  be  interfered 
with  for  the  sake  of  agriculture.  The 
hon.  Member  seemed  to  forget  that 
agriculture  was  no  longer  the  Cinder- 
ella to  be  kicked  and  cuffed  about. 
They  had  now  got  a  Small  Holdings  Act 
and  agriculture  was  not  going  to  be  the 
Cinderella  any  more.  It  was  the  duty 
of  the  Department  to  watch  agricul- 
ture and  do  everything  in  their  power 
to  see  that  that  great  industry  was  safe- 
guarded. With  regard  to  the  question- 
of  the  importation  of  hay  and  straw  in 
packing  cases  there  was  great  danger 
from  its  being  distributed  and  so  carry- 
ing infection.  He  did  not  think  that 
on  a  matter  so  vital  as  this,  the  Board 
of  Agriculture  ought  to  make  up  its- 
mind  without  further  consideration,  and 
say  once  and  for  all  that  it  would  do 
nothing  to  stop  the  hay  and  straw 
which  came  into  this  country  in  pack- 
ing cases  in  any  circumstances.  That 
was  a  matter  which  had  to  be  looked 
at  all  round  from  different  points  of 
view.  They  wanted  some  further  expla- 
nation of  the  cargo  of  hay  which  was- 
refused  at  Dublin,  and  after  it  had  been 
tossed  about  on  the  high  seas  was 
landed  somewhere.  Had  it  been  landed 
in  this  country?  They  had  not  yet 
been  able  to  trace  all  the  infected  hay 
whicTi  came  over  from  Holland  in  the 
first  instance,  and  only  part  of  it  had  been 
accounted  for.  When  the  advisers  of  the 
Department  told  them  that  the  danger 
was  passed,  how  did  they  know 
that  that  statement  was  well  founded  % 
In  future  he  hoped  the  Board  of  Agricul- 
ture would  think  over  the  matter  many 
times  before  they  came  to  the  conclusion 
that  in  the  matter  of  the  importation  of 
hay,  straw,  and  fodder  from  abroad  much 
greater  care  ought  not  to  be  taken  than 
had  been  taken  in  the  past,  if  the  flocks 
and  herds  of  this  country  were  to  be 
properly  safeguarded. 

♦Mr.  SUMMERBELL  (Sunderland) 
said  there  were  one  or  two  matters  to 
which  he  would  like  to  call  attention^ 
He  was  delighted  to  see  the  great  anxiety 
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^hich  was  being  displayed  on  the  Opposi- 
tion Benches  on  this  subject,  for  it  might 
develop  into  enthusiasm,  and  then  they 
would  probably  get  something  done. 
One  hon.  Member  had  said  that  the  Agri- 
cultural Rating  Act  had  done  nothing  for 
agriculture.  If  anything  had  been  re- 
lieved of  taxation  by  that  Act  it  certainly 
^as  the  land,  and  that  was  not  fair  to  the 
industrial  workers.  The  town  he  had  the 
honour  to  represent  under  that  Act  had 
to  pay  something  over  £7,000  per  annum, 
and  to  say  that  under  those  circumstances 
agriculture  wanted  further  consideration 
along  those  lines  was  asking  too  much. 
Any  one  who  studied  the  history  of  the 
land  from  the  16th  century  to  the 
present  time  would  find  that  the  claim  of 
the  landholder  had  always  been  "Give, 
give,  give,"  and  they  had  certainly  got 
the  biggest  share.  The  grievance  was 
private  ownership,  and  something 
would  have  to  be  done  in  that  direc- 
tion. So  far  as  the  development  of 
agriculture  was  concerned,  protection  was 
no  remedy.  Last  year  he  raised  the 
■question  of  the  low  rate  of  wages  paid  to 
a  number  of  employees  under  the  Board 
of  Agriculture,  which  he  thought  was 
about  the  worst  of  all  the  State  Depart- 
ments in  regard  to  the  wages  paid  to  its 
employees.  He  said  then  that  if  nothing 
was  done  in  regard  to  the  particular  case 
tie  raised  he  should  bring  the  matter  up  on 
«very  opportunity,  and  he  now  proposed 
to  bring  the  matter  forward  again.  On 
the  last  occasion  one  hon.  Member  rather 
hinted  that  he  had  slighted  Kew,  but  he 
had  just  as  great  an  admiration  for  Kew 
as  any  other  hon.  Member  of  this  House, 
and  it  was  because  of  his  great  admira- 
tion for  the  work  done  there,  and  the 
pleasure  it  afforded  to  the  people  of  this 
country,  that  he  rose  to  again  protest 
against  the  manner  in  which  they  were 
treating  the  employees  at  the  lioyal 
Botanical  Gardens,  Kew. 

Sir  F.  BANBURY :  Is  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber in  order  in  raising  that  question  upon 
this  Vote  ? 

*The  CHAIRMAN:  Yes;  Kew  Gar- 
dens is  on  the  Board  of  Agriculture  Vote, 
and  it  is  in  order. 

♦Mr.  SUMMERBELL  said  there  were 
£fty  men  employed  at  Kew  who  were 
receiving  the  miserable  wage  of  21s.  a 
week,  and  the  Department  were  allowing 

Mr,  SummerbelL 


that  to  go  on  from  year  to  year.  Before 
any  of  those  men  could  be  em^oyed  at 
Kew  they  had  to  satisfy  the  Board  of 
Agriculture  that  they  had  served 
five  years  in  a  first-class  nursery  or 
garden.  They  insisted  upon  having 
only  skilful  men  and  then  they  paid 
them  the  low  wage  of  21s.  per 
week,  out  of  which  they  had  to  provide  a 
serge  suit  and  look  quite  respectable. 
Considering  the  skilled  work  these  men 
were  called  upon  to  perform  it  was  a 
scandal  to  continue  paying  them  such  a 
miserable  wage.  It  had  always  been 
said  that  there  were  great  opportunities 
for  these  men  getting  good  situations 
elsewhere  after  working  at  Kew.  There 
were  at  present  ten  men  under  notice  at 
Kew,  and  the  Board  of  Agriculture  had 
kindly  conceded  the  right  to  these  men 
to  be  kept  there  until  they  got  other 
employment.  He  knew  one  of  the  best 
men  who  left  Kew  Gardens  and  went  to 
Canada,  where  he  was  now  doing  the 
work  of  a  labourer.  The  argument, 
therefore,  that  these  men  could  get 
higher  positions  was  unfair  and  incorrect 
It  was  said  that  lectures  were  given  to 
these  men  free  of  charge.  He  had  in- 
quired as  to  how  far  the  men  availed 
themselves  of  the  lectures,  and  he  found 
thnt  the  number  was  one,  and  he  thought 
the  Government  should  not  waste  the  £1 
per  lecture  which  they  spent  for  these 
lectures.  The  labourers  at  Kew  received 
24s.  a  week,  while  the  highly  skilled  men 
to  whose  case  he  had  called  attention 
received  21s.  a  week.  It  was  said  that 
the  cost  of  living  in  the  district  was  not 
high  for  a  single  man,  but  he  did  not 
think  anyone  who  occupied  respectable 
lodgings  and  paid  a  very  moderate  sum 
for  living,  would  be  able  to  save  much  for 
the  proverbial  rainy  day.  He  hoped  the 
Department  would  be  able  to  put  the 
gardeners  on  a  level  at  least  with  the 
labourers  in  the  matter  of  pay.  He  also 
called  attention  to  the  pay  of  19s.  6d. 
including  allowances  a  week  given  to  the 
chainmen.  That  was  a  very  small  wage, 
and  he  believed  that  it  was  against  the 
spirit  of  the  fair  wage  resolution  carried 
unanimously  in  this  House  in  1893. 

Sir  F.  BANBURY  said  it  appeared 
to  him  that  the  Board  of  Agriculture 
was  not  as  expeditious  as  it  might 
have  been  in  preventing  the  exten- 
sion of  foot-and-mouth  disease.  The 
hon.    Member    representing    the    Board 
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had  stated  that  the  department  took 
a  month  to  stop  the  importation  of  hay 
and  straw  from  foreign  countries  because 


perienced  rough  weather  on  board  ship 
the  meat  was  nothing  like  so  good  as  if 
the  animals    were   killed  in   their  own 


sixty  bales  had  been  sent  to  Leith  for  '  country  and  sent  here  either  frozen  or  in 
the  forage  of  horses  and  that  the  horses  I  a  cooled  chamber.  He  hoped  the  Board 
had  not  contracted  the  disease.  The  ]  of  Agriculture  would  remain  firm.  The 
hon.  Gentleman  was  technically  right  in  j  hon.  Member  for  the  College  Division  of 
stating  that  horses  could  contract  the  i  Glasgow  had  said  that  the  action  of  the 
disease,  but  according  to  returns  which  Government  in  regard  to  the  importation 
he  had  seen  in  the  library  extend- 1  of  Canadian  cattle  was  the  only  matter 
ing  over  the  fourteen  years  from !  on  which  they  had  been  inconsistent, 
1887  to  1900  there  had  been  300,000  !  The  hon.  Member  must  have  had  his  eyes 
cattle  and  400,000  sheep  inflicted  with  !  and  ears  closed,  otherwise  he  would  have 
foot-and-mouth  disease.  In  nine  of  these  ,  found  more  examples  of  the  Government'^ 
years  no  other  animals  were  infected  |  inconsistency.  He  was  glad  that  for  the 
except  cattle,  sheep  and  swine,  and  in  .  moment  foot-and-mouth  disease  had  been 
the  five  other  years  only  eighty-four  I  stamped  out.  He  hoped  that  if  it  should 
other  animals  were  infected.  The  report  again  break  out  the  BoaHi  would  take 
of  the  Board  of  Agriculture  dealing  '  steps  to  stop  without  delay  the  importa- 
with  foot  -  and  -  mouth  disease  onlv  1  tion  of  anjrthing  which  might  introduce 
alluded  to  sheep,  cattle,  and  swine.  It ,  the  disease  from  foreign  countries, 
was  evident  that  the  disease  very  rarely  i         • 

attacked  horses,  and,  therefore,  the  excuse  ,  ♦Sir  W.  J.  COLLINS  (St.  Pancras,  W.) 
of  the  Board  of  Agriculture  that  they  did  '  said  it  appeared  to  him  that  hardly  suffi- 
not  stop  the  importation  of  hay  from  the  ;  cient  attention  had  been  given  to  the 
infectea  country  because  these  particular  i  scientific  side  of  this  question.  They 
horses  were  not  infected  was  not  a  very  |  were  apt  to  apply  the  same  rough 
good  one.  The  hon.  Member  for  Dept-  and  ready  method  of  treatment  to 
ford  was  very  eloquent  about  the  closing  j  different  diseases  without  due  regard 
of  the  Deptford  market.  He  hoped  the !  to  the  differences  in  the  pathology 
Board  of  Agriculture  would  not  listen  to  i  of  the  diseases.  The  right  hon. 
the  hon.  Member,  because,  after  all,  his  i  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Wimbledon 
view  was  an  extremely  selfish  one.  Rather  ;  had  justly  referred  to  the  great  work  of 
than  that  a  few  people  should  suffer  a  Professor  Brown*  He  recognised  the 
certain  amount  of  disadvantage  the  hon.  value  of  the  stamping  out  method  as 
Member's  view  was  that  the  whole  of  the  applied  to  cattle  plague,  pleuro-pneumonia, 
agricultural  community  of  the  country  and  foot-and  mouth  disease.  In  the  case 
should  take  the  risk  of  heavy  loss  from  of  swine  fever,  he  was  not  sure  that  the 
disease  in  their  flocks  and  herds.  The  method  was  applicable  in  the  same  way. 
hon.  Member  had  stated  that  the  people  He  hoped  the  hon.  Gentleman  repre- 
in  the  port  of  London  were  deprived  of  senting  the  Board  would  institute  an 
cheap  meat.  He  could  not  see  how  the  inquiry  into  the  pathology  of  swine  fever 
hon.  Member  could  make  that  statement.  '  in  order  to  ascertain  whether  it  lent  it- 
There  was  nothing  to  prevent  cattle  being  self  to  stamping  out  in  the  same  way  as 
slaughtered  at  foreign  ports  and  brought  ,  cattle  plague,  pleuro-pneumonia,  and  foot- 
in  in  carcases.  His  right  hon.  friend  had  and-mouth  disease.  Possibly  the  long  in- 
said  that  foreign  meat  was  always  cheaper  i  cubation  period  rendered  it  more  difficult 
than  home  fed  meat,  and  therefore  the  '  to  deal  with  than  in  the  case  of  other 
argument  that  people  were  deprived  of  ;  diseases.  In  regard  to  foot-and-mouth 
cheap  food  fell  to  the  ground.  disease  he  would  remind  the  Committee 

that  there  was  not  there,  as  wo  were 
♦Mr.  BOWERM AN  said  it  was  perfectly  assured  there  was  in  the  case  of  other 
true  that  the  people  of  Deptford  were  diseases,  such  as  anthrax,  tubercle,  and 
getting  cheap  frozen  meat,  but  they  were  glanders,  the  means  of  diagnosis  by 
not  getting  what  they  used  to  get — cheap  j  a  definite  micro  -  organism.  The  hon. 
fresh-killed  meat.  !  Member  for  South  Somerset  had  stated 

that  the  Board  of  Agriculture  recognised 

Sir  F.  BANBURY  said  that    if   live    that  there  was  no  micro-organism  which 

cattle  were  knocked  about  on  the  voyage    could  be  identified  as  the  cause  of  foot- 

they  suffered  in  condition.     If  cattle  ex-  •  and-mouth   disease  and  isolated.      They 
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were  left  to  diagnose  by  clinical  symptoms 
.and  were  not  able  to  derive  from  infected 
animals  or  from  fodder  any  particular 
organism  which  might  be  traced  with 
precision  as  the  cause  of  the  disease,  as 
AS  was  said  to  be  the  case  in  anthrax, 
glanders,  and  tubercule.  It  was  easy 
to  speak  in  a  glib  fashion  of  an  infected 
<iountry,  and  to  proscribe  the  importation 
of  hay  or  straw  from  a  whole  country, 
whereas  in  all  probability  only  a  particular 
district  of  that  comitry  was  infected.  A 
more  complete  and  satisfactory  method 
would  be  an  international  system  of  noti- 
^cation  of  diseases  and  of  the  exact  part 
of  the  country  from  which  the  disease  was 
likely  to  be  distributed  by  infection,  and 
not  by  the  jather  rough  and  ready 
method  of  proscribing  a  whole  country 
which  might  not  be  wholly  infected.  He 
urged  his  hon.  friend  to  consider  the  pro- 
priety of  instituting  a  more  scientifit  in- 
<\a\vy  into  the  causes  of  these  diseases  on 
which  science  had  not  yet  said  the  last 
word,  especially  in  relation  to  those 
•diseases  where  organisms  of  transmission 
have  not  been  discovered.  Enormous  sums 
of  money  had  been  spent  on  attempts  to 
fitamp  out  swine  fever  without  the  same 
satisfactory  results  as  in  the  case  of 
cattle-plague,  pleuro-pneumonia,  and  foot- 
and-mouth  disease.  Swine  fever  did  not 
from  its  very  nature  lend  itself  to  the  same 
kind  of  treatment  as  those  other  diseases. 

♦Mr.  J.  A.  PEASE  :  The  hon.  Member 
for  Lichfield  and  two  or  three  other 
Members  have  endeavoured  to  impress  on 
me  the  importance  of  extending  the 
regulations  issued  by  the  Board  of  Agri- 
culture to  other  hay  and  straw  not  used 
for  fodder  or  litter.  I  have  endeavoured 
to  point  out  that  the  Board  in  coming  to 
their  decision  were  wise  not  to  extend 
the  order  in  that  direction.  When 
bales  are  introduced  as  cargo  into  this 
country,  they  are  frequently  compressed, 
and  it  is  quite  possible  that  the  hay  may 
contain  germs  of  such  disease  as  foot-and- 
mouth  ;  but  when  hay  and  straw  which 
are  used  for  packing  are  introduced,  as  a 
rule  they  are  not  pressed.  When  not 
pressed  the  hay  and  straw  are  nearly 
always  subject  to  both  light  and  air,  and 
I  am  informed  by  experts  that  light  and 
air  are  both  fatal  to  the  preservation  of 
the  virus  which  produces  the  infec- 
tion. That  being  so,  there  is  even  very 
much  less  risk  of  hay  and  straw  containing 
any  infection   when    they  are   used   as 

Sir  W.  J,  Collins. 


packing  material  than  compressed  hay 
and  straw  which  may  be  used  for  fodder 
and  litter,  and  which  come  in  direct 
contact  with  cattle  in  this  country.  The 
Committee  must  realise  what  an  enor- 
mous expense  the  country  would  be  put 
to  if  an  army  of  inspectors  were  to  follow 
up  all  the  hay  and  straw  used  for  pack- 
ing, tc  see  that  the  packing  was  done 
with  care,  and  that  the  whole  of  the 
material  was  destroyed.  The  hon. 
Member  for  Newport  asked  me  a  few 
questions  as  to  rat-catching.  I  cannot 
follow  him  into  that.  The  very  able 
officials  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture,  who 
deserve  the  highest  credit  for  the  way 
in  which  they  have  stamped  out  this  out- 
break of  foot-and  mouth  disease,  inform 
me  that  they  employed  two  expert  rat- 
catchers, and  they  had  worked  unremit- 
tingly to  exterminate  these  animals.  As 
to  the  question  whether  the  Board  were 
or  were  not  to  blame  in  regard  to  the 
month's  delay  in  issuing  the  Order,  I 
can  only  repeat  that  they  thought  it  was 
absolutely  essential  in  the  interests  of 
the  whole  country  that  "panicy"  action 
should  not  be  taken ;  and  that  they  had 
followed  during  the  few  months  they  had 
been  in  office  the  policy  pursued  by 
former  Presidents  of  the  Board  of 
Agriculture  after  this  matter  had 
been  fairly  weighed  by  them,  and 
on  the  best  expert  opinion  which 
they  could  obtain.  All  former  Presi- 
dents of  the  Board  of  Agriculture  had 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  expense 
would  be  out  of  proportion  to  the  risk 
run,  and  that  it  was  advisable  when  the 
risk  was  theoretical  that  there  should  not 
be  any  departure  from  the  existing  policy. 
That  was  the  view  taken  by  the  present 
President  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture, 
and  if  they  did  not  act  on  the  spur  of 
the  moment  in  the  way  they  did  in  the 
Irish  case,  it  was  because  the  matter  was 
not  nearly  so  prejudicial  to  other  trading 
interests  in  Ireland  as  it  would  have  been 
in  this  country.  [An  Hon.  Member  on 
the  Irish  Benches:  No.]  I  understand 
that  comparatively  little  hay  and  straw 
are  imported  into  Ireland,  and  that  a 
considerable  quantity  has  been  imported 
for  years  into  this  country,  and  having 
regard  to  that  fact  the  Board  decided 
that  they  should  not  act  precipitately  in 
this  matter.  I  must  say  that  the  Board 
of  Agriculture  so  fully  recognise  that  their 
first  concern  is  the  interest  of  agriculture, 
and  it  was  only  after  mature  reflection 
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and  after  the  lapse  of  two  or  three  weeks, 
and  having  done  their  best  to  avert  any 
chance  of  foot-and-mouth  disease  coming 
into  the  country  by  means  of  hay  and 
straw,  that  they  issued  this  Order.  I, 
therefore,  think  that  all  credit  is  due 
to  them.  The  hon.  Member  for  Windsor 
alluded  to  the  necessity  of  improving 
the  plants  grown  in  this  country  and 
suggested  the  introduction  of  a  cross 
between  Manitoba  wheat  and  English 
wheat.  The  hon.  Member  likewise 
alluded  to  experiments  which  Mr.  Biffen 
of  Cambridge  has  made,  and  suggested 
that  the  Board  of  Agriculture  should 
follow  up  those  experiments.  The  Board 
have  considered  this  matter  and  they  have 
a  very  high  opinion  of  Mr.  Biffen  and  of 
the  value  of  his  experiments.  It  is  hoped 
that  next  year  thev  may  be  able  to  give 
a  grant  in  order  to  help  these  experiments 
in  which  that  gentleman  has  taken  such 
a  great  interest.  The  sum  of  money  at 
the  disposal  of  the  Board  is  not  very 
large,  and  I  cannot  hold  out  a  hope  that 
the  grant  will  be  a  very  large  one, 
although  it  will  be  an  earnest  of  the 
interest  which  the  Board  of  Agriculture 
take  in  this  matter.  The  hon.  Member 
for  Cheshire  might  have  been  called  to 
order  as  the  hon.  Member  for  Deptford 
was  in  regard  to  the  introduction  of 
cattle  to  be  slaughtered  at  the  port  of 
landing.  The  Board  of  Agriculture  have 
no  alternative  but  to  keep  out  the 
'Cattle  which  the  hon.  Member  desires  to 
introduce.  Cattle  from  countries  where 
disease  exists  cannot  be  introduced  even 
for  the  purpose  of  being  slaughtered  at 
Deptford.  An  hon.  Member  asked 
what  was  the  objection  of  the  Board  of 
Agriculture  to  the  erection  of  a  sort  of 
abattoir  in  the  Island  of  Aldemey  where 
the  cattle  might  be  slaughtered.  The 
islands  of  Aldemey,  Guernsey,  and  Sark, 
are  in  exactly  the  same  position  and 
regarded  in  the  same  light  as  any  other 
port  in  the  United  Kingdom ;  and  it  is  on 
that  ground  that  no  special  permission 
can  be  given  to  these  islands  to  introduce 
•cattle  from  infected  countries  for  slaughter 
there.  An  hon.  Member  raised  the  ques- 
tion of  the  pay  of  the  gardeners  at  Kew, 
and  he  made  a  very  plausible  case  for  an 
increase  of  pay  to  the  men  employed  in 
the  gardens  at  Kew.  I  had  never  heard 
of  the  case  before,  and  I  was  somewhat 
impressed  by  it,  though  I  thought  there 
must  be  a  good  answer  to  it.    And  so 


there  is.  From  the  information  given 
;  to  me  the  average  ages  of  the  gardeners 
I  at  Kew  Gardens  are  from  19  to  30. 
j  It  is  true  that  they  must  have  four 
j  years  gardening  experience ;  that  they 
must  be  men  of  ability,  of  a  certain 
I  age,  and  must  be  unmarried.  But  these 
men  come  to  Kew  Gardens  under  special 
contract.  They  obtain  an  education  and 
special  facilities  which  they  cannot  obtain 
elsewhere.  Kew  Gardens  are  the  most 
popular  in  the  gardening  world,  and 
there  are  always  many  applications  for 
the  forty-nine  or  lifty  posts  there.  The 
young  men  may  attend  classes  and 
courses  of  lectures,  and  in  future  they 
will  be  obliged  to  attend  them  as  part  of 
their  training  curriculum.  They  have 
opportunities  for  rising  to  be  sub- 
foremen  and  foremen,  when  they  can 
be  retained  in  the  employment  for 
I  other  two  years  or  '  six  in  all. 
'  It  is  really  unfair  that  these  men  should 
,  protest  through  the  hon.  Member  against 
"  the  terms  of  their  contract.  It  is  quite 
I  natural  that  when  they  secure  a  position 
of  this  kind  they  should  desire  that  it 
should  be  permanent,  but  when  the 
Government  are  spending  something 
like  £22,000  a  year  in  maintaining 
perhaps  the  best  Botanical  Gardens  in 
the  world,  it  is  only  right  that  the  ad- 
vantages derived  from  being  employed 
in  them  should  be  given  to  the  many 
rather  than  the  few.  It  is  on  the  ground 
that  we  d«  not  desire  to  retain  these  men 
longer  than  two  years  in  the  Gardens, 
and  because  we  desire  others  to  come  in 
and  reap  the  same  advantages  that  the 
pay  of  these  men  has  been  limited  to 
21s.  a  week.  This  matter  was  fully 
gone  into  last  year  when  the  Board 
placed  the  whole  of  the  facts  before  the 
Treasury.  The  Treasury,  on  that  occa» 
sion,  came  to  the  conclusion  that  no  case 
had  been  made  out  for  an  increase  in  the 
subsistence  money,  but  pointed  out 
that  these  men  having  been  employed  at 
Kew  was  in  itself  a  strong  recommenda* 
tion,  and  enabled  them  to  obtain  posts 
in  large  gardens,  not  only  in  this  country 
but  all  over  the  Empire.  I  take  no 
exception  whatsoever  to  the  action  of  the 
hon.  Member  in  placing  these  claims  be- 
fore the  Committee  and  in  presenting  the 
case  of  these  men  in  the  best  way  possible, 
but  I  can  hold  out  no  hopes  that  their 
position  will  be  improved. 
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Mr.  CHAPLIN :  If  I  may  presume 
to  say  so,  the  hon.  Member  in  replying 
on  this  debate  had  lio  need  to  appeal 
for  the  indulgence  of  the  House,  for  he 
has  performed  a  task  which  must  have 
been  very  difficult  with  very  great 
ability.  I  now  desire  to  detain  the 
Committee  only  for  a  few  moments  for 
the  purpose  of  showing  why  I  think  it 
is  desirable  to  take  the  sense  of  the 
Committee  upon  the  Motion  I  have 
moved.  We  have  had  one  admission  of 
great  value  this  rfternoon.  It  has  been 
placed  beyond  all  doubt  by  the  statement 
of  the  hon.  Member,  that  the  outbreak 
of  foot-and-mouth  disease  in  Edinburgh 
was  entirely  due  to  infected  fodder, 
which  had  been  brought  from  abroad  ; 
to  infected  fodder  which  was  landed  in 
this  country  in  November  last.  That 
bore  out  to  the  letter  what  I  pointed  out 
in  my  earlier  observations,  namely,  the 
length  of  time  for  which  disease  will  often 
lie  dormant.  That  fodder  was  not  what 
the  hon.  Member  called  "  opened  up  " 
until  29th  January,  and  within  a  week 
it  had  communicated  this  fell  disease 
to  our  cattle.  The  hon.  Member  in 
answer  to  the  request  I  made  him  to 
account  for  the  long  delav  which  took 
place  before  issuing  the  Order,  based  his 
reply  on  two  points.  The  first  was  the 
practice  of  myself  and  others  under 
similar  circumstances  in  the  year  1885, 
the  other  was  that  a  good  manji  people 
who  had  been  making  this  demand  were 
themselves,  no  doubt  unconsciously,  ani- 
mated, by  a  desire  for  protection.  Some 
of  us  were.  I  frankly  admit  it.  But 
what  kind  of  protection  was  it  we  were 
asking  for  in  this  case  ?  We  were  asking 
for  protection  from  the  importation  of 
foreign  disease  into  the  many  flocks  and 
herds  of  this  country.  I  should  have 
thought  that  that  was  a  kind  of  protection 
in  which  even  the  most  fanatical  free 
trader  that  ever  existed  would  have 
been  willing  to  concur.  For  ray  own 
part  I  wish  to  go  to  the  hon.  Member's 
other  ground,  and  absolutely  and  entirely 
to  repudiate  his  allegation  as  to  my 
practice  and  the  practice  of  colleagues  of 
mine  being  similar  to  that  adopted  by  the 
Board  of  Agriculture  in  this  case.  Quite 
recently  I  elicited  from  the  hon.  Member, 
by  an  interjection  across  the  Table, 
the  fact  that  he  was  not  able  to  state  that 
hay  and  fodder,  was  imported  into  this 


country  in  1885  in  the  same  way  as  it  is 
imported  now.  He  was  not  able  to 
dispute  my  earlier  observation  that  the 
importation  of  hay  and  straw  as  fodder 
into  this  country  on  a  large  scale  was 
only  a  trade  of  modern  origin.  The 
hon.  Member  was  reduced  to  this  state- 
ment :  "  Oh,  but  it  might  be  packing 
straw,  and  with  regard  to  the  case  oiF 
packing  straw  that  was  the  course 
adopted  by  yourself  and  others."  WelU 
I  cannot  remember  what  happened 
twenty-three  years  ago  with  regard  to 
packing  straw.  I  asked  some  question 
about  it  the  other  day  across  the  Table,, 
because  I  was  then  informed  of  the  case 
which  has  been  referred  to  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  Rye  this  afternoon — that 
there  was  an  outbreak  of  foot-and-mouth 
disease  which  might  naturally  and  truly 
be  attributed  to  that  cause,  and  therefore 
the  allegation  of  the  hon.  Member 
opposite  that  in  this  case  the  Board  of 
Agriculture  followed  the  practice  of 
myself  in  1885  is  unfounded. 

Mr.  J.  A.  PEASE  (interrupting)  : 
The  case  quoted  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
Rye  occurred  in  1885. 

Mr.  CHAPLIN  :  Then  if  that  is  so, 
it  related  solely  to  packing  straw  which 
is  not  the  question  in  dispute  at  this 
moment.  In  regard  to  this  matter^ 
all  that  we  have  demanded  on  this  ^de 
of  the  House  has  been  that  in  cases  of 
this  kind,  where  it  is  known  that 
fodder  is  being  imported  from  districts 
which  notoriously  are  infected  with 
foot-and-mouth-  disease,  the  impor- 
tation of  such  fodder  should  be 
prohibited.  The  hon.  Gentleman,  who 
adopted  an  argument  used  by  others, 
showed  immense  anxiety  that  a  trade 
amounting  to  £380,000  a  year  should 
not  be  interfered  with  unnecessarily. 
But  I  submit  that  the  Board  of  Agri- 
culture is  to  look  after  the  agriculture 
of  this  country  and  not  after  foreign 
trade.  What  would  have  been  the 
result  if  this  disease  had  spread  through- 
out ^  the  country,  because  of  the  dis- 
inclination of  the  Board  of  Agriculture  to 
issue  orders  lest  this  trade  with  fodder 
amounting  to  £380,000  should  be  inter- 
fered with  ?  I  was  talking  to  a  farmer 
on  this  very  subject  only  the  other 
day,  and  he  very  truly  said  that  it  would 
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have  cost  us  that  amount  in  the  very 
first  week  of  the  outbreak.  Millions  are 
at  stake  in  this  matter,  and  I  desire  to 
express  my  strong  opinion  that  the 
argument  of  the  hon.  Member  is  not 
entitled  to  that  weight  which  he  thinks 
it  ought  to  have  with  this  Committee. 
I  quite  agree  with  the  hon.  Member 
that  we  ought  not  to  have  panic  action, 
but  I  do  not  think  it  would  be  panic 
action  to  take  precaution  against  an 
outbreak  of  foot-and-mouth  disease  by 
absolutely  preventing  fodder  from  an 
infected  district  being  brought  into 
this  country.  The  thing  which,  in  the 
course  of  this  debate,  has  disappointed 
me  more  than  anything  else,  is  the  total 
absence  of  any  reply  to  the  questions 
I  put  earlier  in  the  day  and  the  sugges- 
tions which  I  made.  I  asked  whether 
the  Board  of  Agriculture  had  any  idea 
how  many  other  importations  of  fodder 
there  had  been  since  November  which 
were  still  lying  not  opened  up,  but 
which,  when  they  were  opened  up,  might 
be  the  means  of  another  outbreak ;  and 
I  suggested  to  the  hon.  Gentleman 
that  it  was  deserving  of  being  put 
seriously  before  the  Board  of  Agriculture 
as  to  whether  it  would  not  be  possible 
even  now  to  ascertain  the  number  of 
cargoes  of  hay  and  straw  which  have 
been  allowed  to  be  landed  in  this  country 
since,  so  that  they  might  do  their  best 
to  trace  them.  I  regard  this  as  a  very 
serious  matter,  and  deserving  of  very 
serious  attention  even  now,  if  it  is  not 
too  late.  Knowing  what  has  occurred, 
knowing  what  I  did  not  know  until  this 
afternoon,  namely,  that  the  particular 
importation  of  hay  responsible  for  the 
outbreak  of  this  disease  has  been  in 
this  country  since  November  last,  I  am 
myself  honestly  apprehensive  that  there 
may  be  hundreds  of  cargoes  which  have 
been  landed  since  then  which  must  add 
seriously  to  the  danger  of  the  situation 
at  the  present  time.  Under  all  these 
circumstances  and  in  the  absence  of  any  i 
reply  to  the  questions  which  I  have 
put  on  this  point,  and  in  the  absence  of 
any  action  on  the  part  of  the  Board 
of  Agriculture,  I  feel  bound  to  take  the 
sense  of  the  Committee  upon  this  matter. 


Ireland  as  this  was,  the.  Nationalist 
Members  were  either  absent  or  entirely 
silent.  He  had  been  waiting  to  hear 
the  views  of  hon.  Members  below  the 
gangway  upon  this  question.  The 
Government  had  been  goided  into  action 
by  the  right  hon.  Member  for  Wimble- 
don and  others,  but  he  felt  that  the 
Government  must  be  pressed  stll  further 
upon  the  point.  Reference  h^d  bean 
made  again  and  again  to  the  hay  and 
straw  trade,  and  the  hon.  Gentleman  in 
charge  of  the  Vote  had  spoken  of  that 
trade,  which  amounted  tQ  some  £350,030 
a  year,  as  if  it  were  an  enormms  sum, 
but  it  was  nothing  compared  to  the 
risk  that  was  run  by  the  flock?  and  herds 
of  this  country.  It  was  ridiculous  to 
mention  that  trade  as  one  requiring 
sp3cial  protection.  He  rose,  h>wever, 
particularly  to  protest  on  behalf  of 
Ireland. 

♦The  CHAIRMAN:  How  does  this 
apply  to  Ireland  ?  This  Vote  has  nothing 
to  do  with  Ireland. 

Mr.  LLEWELYN  WILLIAMS  (Car- 
marthen District)  calTed  attention  to 
the  question  of  Sunday  labour  in  the 
parks  and  gard'^ns.  He  pointed  out  that 
in  the  previous  year  he*  drew  attention  to 
thi^  subject,  and  the  Commisuoner  of 
Works  had  been  goo'd  enough  then  to  take 
the  matter  in  hand  and  had  given  som3 
relief  to  certain  of  the  men  who  had  been 
engaged  for  nine  j^ears  without  even 
having  a  Sunday  off.  He  would  like  t^ 
know  whether  anything  further  had  been 
done  in  the  matter. 

Mr.  KILBRIDE  (Kildare,  S.)  asked 
whether  the  War  Office  or  the  Board  of 
Agriculture  had  received  any  resolution 
from  the  Agricultural  Board  of  South 
Kildare,  with  regard  to  the  importation 
of  hay  and  straw  to  the  Curragh  and 
other  camps  of  Ireland. 

*The  CHAIRMAN  said  he  was  in- 
formed that  the  questioTi  of  the  importa- 
tion of  hay  and  straw  into  Ireland  did 
not  come  within  this  Vote.  The  Board 
of  Agriculture  in  this  country  had  nothing 
to  do  with  Ireland. 


Mr.  T.  L.  CORBETT  (Down,  N.)  ex-  *Coloxel  WALKER  (Lancashire, 
pressed  great  surprise  that  in  a  matter  i  Widnes)  called  attention  to  the  pre- 
so  much   affecting   Ireland,  so  vital  to  I  valence  of  glanders  and  farcy  in  horses, 
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especially  in  London,  and  to  the  fact  that 
there  was  no  appreciable  diminution  in 
the  number  of  horses  affected  with  the 
disease.  Some  2,000  horses  a  year  were 
contaminated,  and  as  recent  inquests  in 
London  and  Edinburgh  showed,  the 
disease  was  contagious  to  human  beings. 
There  were  only  three  inspectors  for  the 
whole  of  London.  Instead  of  leaving 
that  vast  area  in  the  care  of  three  men, 
power  ought  to  be  given  to  the  numerous 
army  of  veterinary  surgeons  to  report 
cases  of  glanders  just  as  medical  men  had 
the  duty  of  reporting  outbreaks  of  in- 
fectious diseases  amongst  people.  In 
the  case  of  glanders  and  farcy  there  was 
no  power  to  compel  the  owner's 
veterinary  surgeon  to  report  the 
diseases  to  the  contral  authority,  nor 
did  he  obtain  any  reward  for  so  doing. 
When  a  case  was  discovered  a  policeman 
was  sent  for,  who  sent  for  the  inspector, 
who  dealt  with  the  case,  but  even  he  was 
not  allowed  to  apply  the  Mallein  test, 
which  was  the  best  test  known,  to  the 
other  horses  in  the  stable,  without  the 
consent  of  the  owner  of  the  horses.  There 
was  also  considerable  delay  in  getting  the 
horse  affected  away,  and  even  if  it  was 
removed  at  once  it  had  to  be  taken 
through  the  streets  with  the  risk  of  con- 
taminating others.  It  was  most  im- 
portant that  the  horsQ  affected  should  be 
destroyed  directly  the  disease  was 
discovered.  He  hoped  this  matter 
would  be  taken  up  quickly,  and  the 
disease  stamped  out. 

Mr.  O'SHAUGHNESSY  (Limerick, 
W.)  said  he  rose  to  protest  against  the 
action  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture  in 
allowing  hay  and  straw  to  be  used  for 
packing  articles  coming  from  those 
countries  where  foot-and-mouth  disease 
existed.  It  was  a  most  dangerous  thing, 
and  if  this  disease  happened  to  be  im- 
ported into  Ireland  in  this  way  it  would 
mean  niin  to  many  of  the  farmers  there, 
who  would  not  be  able  to  pay  their  land 
purchase  annuities. 

i^  ♦The  chairman  said  he  thought 
this  Vote  did  not  apply  to  Ireland.  So 
fax  as  this  matter  concerned  Ireland  he 
understood  its  conduct  was  in  the  hands 
of  another  Department. 


Mr.  O'SHAUGHNESSY: 
aware  of  that. 

Colonel  Walker. 


I  am  well 


*The  chairman  :  The  bon.  Member 
can  only  discuss  items  in  the  Vote  the 
reduction  of  which  has  been  moved. 
What  the  hon.  Member  desires  to  discusa 
is  relevant  to  another  Vote  which  we 
have  not  reached. 

Mr.  O'SHAUGHNESSY  said  he  pro- 
tested against  hay  and  straw  coming  into 
this  country  without    active  and  keen 
oversight  being  exercised  on  the  part  ^ 
the  Board  of  Agriculture.     If  it  brought 
foot-and-mouth  disease  with  it,  the  ship- 
ping trade  for  store  cattle  between  Ireland 
and  England  would  be  stopped,  with  the 
result  that  the  farmers  of  Ireland  would 
not  be  able  to  sell  their  store  cattle.     He 
also  protested  against  the  Board  of  Agri- 
culture approving  of  the  name  **  Peark's^ 
Own "  being  applied    to  an   article   of 
milk-blended    butter.       The    Boud    of 
Agriculture  held  the  view  that  it   was 
not  sold  as  butter,  but  be  contended  that 
any  person  going  into  a  shop,  and  seeing. 
the  article,  would  come  to  the  conclusion 
that  it  was  butter  and  would  not  know 
that  it  was  a  blend  of  milk  and  butter  con- 
taining eight  per  cent,  more  of  water  than 
pure  butter.     He  saw  no  reason  why  thi» 
^rm  should  be  specially  favoured,  and  it 
seemed  to  him  that  there  was  something; 
behind  the  scenes.     He  put  this  matter 
seriously  before  the  Board  of  A^culture^ 
because^  all  they  wanted  was  fair  play  all 
round.  *  They  ought  not  to  approve  of 
the  name  given  to  this  commodity  any 
longer,  and  they  should  do  nothing  which 
would  lead  the  public  to  believe  tlmt  they 
were  buying  butter,  when  they  were  buy- 
ing  some  other  article   which  was  not 
butter,   thus  doing  injury  to  the  verjr 
large  dairy  industry. 

Mr.  LAURENCE  HARDY  (Kent, 
Ashford)  said  he  observed  that  his- 
hon.  friend  had  raised  the  question 
of  glanders.  It  was  one  which  de- 
served consideration,  and  its  impor- 
tance should  be  impressed  upon  the 
Treasury,  who  had  not  dealt  with  it  in 
the  manner  in  which  it  ought  to  have 
done.  Only  a  very  short  time  ago  an 
opportunity  was  afforded  of  dealing  with 
this  disease.  London  was  one  of  ita 
centres,  but  when  the  electric  trams  came 
into  operation  a  great  number  of  horses 
which  had  been  used  in  the  city  were 
sent  into  the  country  and  the  disease  was 
thus  spread.  His  hon.  friend  had  sug- 
gested that  with  the  help  of  the  Treasury 
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thev  might  pay  proper  compensation,  and 
he  believed  it  was  a  disease  which  in  that 
way   might  have  been  very  adequately 
dealt  with ;   but,  of  course,  when  they 
allowed  it  to  spread  to  dififerent  parts  of 
the  country  it  oecame  much  more  difficult 
to  deal  with.     He  hoped  the  Board,  in 
view  of  the  information  which  they  had 
in    the    Reports    of    Committees    and 
other    evidence   that    the    disease    was 
dangerous    not    only    to     animals    but 
also    to    human    beings,    would    really 
take  the  matter  very  seriously  in  hand. 
Another  subject  which  he  wished  to  bring 
before  the  hon.  Gentleman's  notice  had 
reference  to    the    action  of   the  Board 
of    Agriculture    in   regard  to  the    Act 
of  last  year  dealing  with  the  destruc- 
tion   of    insect    pests.       He    did     not 
think    their    conduct    in    administering 
that  Act  had  been  such  as  to  give  con- 
fidence to  thos^'interested,  and  there  was 
no  doubt  that   their  reluctance   to  act 
promptly  had  resulted  in  the  introduction 
of  gooseberry  mildew  into  this  country. 
The  Board  also  ought  to  have  been  more 
prompt  in  their  action  in  reference  to  a 
new  disease,  called  black  scab,  affecting 
potatoes.     He  believed  very  little  had 
been  done  by  the  Board  in  that  matter. 
At  the  present  time  it  was  known  fairly 
well  where  the  parts  affected  were,  and  it 
was  known  very  well  how  that  disease 
could  be  checked.     He  considered  it  most 
important  that  the  Board  should  have 
taken  more  prompt  action  in  order  to 
prevent  the  spread  of  the  disease  by  not 
allowing  seea   potatoes  to  be   sown   in 
districts     where     the     disease    existed. 
At  present  there  was  no  means  of  dis- 
covering  where   the   disease   was.     The 
seed  potatoes  had  been  sown  broad  cast 
over    the    country,   and    there    was   no 
security    for    those  who  were  growing 
potatoes  that  they  would  not  be  affected 
bv  this  particular  disease.     He  was  con- 
vinced that  the  Board  had  power  to  deal 
with  these  matters,  and  that  they  should 
do  more  than  they  had  been  doing  to 
check  these  diseases.      With  reference  to 
gooseberry  mildew,  the  Board  had  at  first 
issued  a  strong  Order  for  the  destruction 
of  the  fruit  bushes  affected,  but  owing  to 
the  unfortunate  fact  that  no  provision  was 
made  for  compensation  by  the  Exchequer, 
they  found,  he  presumed,  difficulties  about 
the  carrying  out  of  this  compulsory  Order, 
with  the  result  that  it  was  revoked,  and 
there  was  now  an  Order  in   force  only 
giving  the  alternative  to  spray  and  prune 


instead     of     destroying     the      bushes. 
According  to  the  authorities  and  those 
who  had  studied  this  question,  spraying 
and  pruning  was  in  no  way  a  satisfactory 
means  of  checking  the  disease.     It  had 
not  proved  so  in  Worcestershire  and  other 
parts  which  had  before  suffered  from  the 
invasion  of  this  disease.      In  Kent,  up  to 
the  present,  they  had  escaped  it,  but  as 
gooseberry  growing  was  an  extremely  im- 
portant branch  in  the  county,  they  were 
very  anxious  about  it.     If  there  should  be 
an  outbreak  in  Kent,  apparently  they  had 
no  power  now,  even  though  the  county 
council  might  be  willing,  to  pay  the  ex- 
pense of  ordering    the    destruction    of 
the  bushes ;  and  the  Order  for  the  spray- 
ing and  pruning,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Kent 
growers  at  all  events,  was  not  at  all  satis- 
factory.     He  thought,  indeed,  that  the 
administration  of  the  Act  had  been  un- 
scientific and  dilatory,  and  that  the  Board 
had  not  realised  the  importance  of  the 
matter  to  these  smaller  industries.     He 
sincerely  hoped  that  the  Board  would  take 
the  question  more  seriously  in  hand  than 
in  the  past,  and  that,  with  reference  to 
new  diseases  which  come  to  this  country, 
far  more  prompt  steps  would  be  taken  to 
check  them,  and  so  prevent  their  getting 
into  our  midst,  when  it  was  very  difficult 
to  eradicate  them.     He  asked  whether  the 
Board  of  Agriculture  could  issue  through 
their  journal,  or  in  some  other  way,  a  state- 
ment of  the  actual  districts  in  which  these 
diseases  existed.     At  present  there  was 
no  means  of  knowing  where  the  disease 
existed  except  where,  in  certain  counties, 
the  disease  had  been  proved  to  exist.     If 
it  were  known  which  were  the  affected 
districts  the  people  would  know  where  to 
obtain  their  new  stocks,  but  at  present 
there  was  very  great  insecurity  in  that 
respect.     He  hoped  that  in  some  way  a 
return  would  be  made  so  that  everybody 
would  be  able  to  tell  where  the  disease 
existed,  and  by  that  means  some  security 
would  be  afforded  against  the  spread  of 
infection.     He  believed  that  the  disease 
of  swine   fever  had   already  been  dealt 
!  with,  but  he  trusted  as  regarded  other 
'  diseases  which  had  been  alluded  to  there 
I  might  be  more  definite  action  taken. 

'  .Mr.  power  (Watorford,  E.)  desired 
I  to  emphasise  the  two  points  brought 
forward  by  his  hon.  friend  the  Member 
for  Limerick.  Indirectly,  Ireland  would 
be  affected  by  this  question  of  the  im- 
portation of  hay  and  straw  from  infected 
K  2 


267  Supply,  {COMMONS} 

countries.  Foot-and-mouth  disease  spread 
insidiously  and  rapidly,  and  could  only 
be  put  down  with  great  expense,  it 
should  be  prevented  from  coming  into 
this  country,  for  so  surely  as  it  was  intro- 
duced here  it  would  reach  Ireland,  whose 
markets  would  be  closed.  The  hon. 
Gentleman  representing  the  Department 
had  discharged  his  duty  with  a  great 
deal  of  ability  and  a  great  deal  of 
tact,  but  he  would  ask  him  to  press  upon 
the  heads  of  the  Department  the  neces- 
sity for  more  caution  as  regarded  the 
introduction  of  disease.  The  other  point 
to  which  attention  had  been  drawn  was 
connected  with  butter.  Anyone  who 
knew  anything  about  the  manufacture  of 
this  article  and  margarine  would  recog- 
nise that  tons  upon  tons  of  milk-blended 
butter  and  margarine  were  weekly 
palmed  off  on  the  people  of  this  country 
under  the  name  of  butter.  It  was  not 
only  a  fraud  on  the  people  who  made 
genuine  butter,  but  a  fraud  on  the  con- 
sumers, who  were  imposed  upon  in  a 
most  glaring  and  evil  way,  and  he 
certainly  thought  the  Board  of  Agri- 
culture had  been  remiss  in  this  matter, 
and  had  allowed  the  firm  to  which  special 
attention  had  been  drawn  a  privilege 
which  enabled  them  to  violate  the  Act 
of  last  year,  which  they  had  hoped  would 
do  something  to  prevent  this  illicit 
.  trade, 

*Mr.  J.  A.  PEASE :  I  may  be  permitted 
to  reply  to  the  points  which  have  been 
raised.  With  regard  to  glanders,  it  is,  of 
course,  a  very  serious  disease,  and  is  re- 
garded so  by  the  Board  of  Agriculture,  but 
I  am  glad  to  say  there  has  been  a  steady 
diminution  during  the  last  few  years.  In 
1904  there  were  1,529  outbreaks,  in  1905 
there  were  1,214,  in  1906  1,066,  and  last 
year  854.  That  was  the  lowest  year  we 
have  had  for  eight  years.  With  regard 
to  the  number  of  horses  affected,  last 
year  was  the  lowest  for  the  last  six  years. 
The  figures  are  as  follows  :--1904,  2,658 ; 
1905,  2,068;  1906,  2,012;  and  last  year 
1,921 ;  so  that  not  only  have  the  out- 
breaks been  fewer,  but  fewer  horses  have 
been  attacked.  It  is,  however,  sufficiently 
serious  to  justify  the  attention  which  has 
been  given  to  it,  and  I  am  grateful  to  the 
hon.  Member  for  alluding  to  it,  because 
the  more  attention  is  drawn  to  a  disease 
of  this  kind  the  more  likely  people  are 
to  take  trouble  to  stamp  it  out,  and  to 
take  the  necessary  steps  to  get  rid  of  it. 

Mr,  Fawer. 
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Perhaps  hon.  Members  are  not  aware 
that  the  new  Order  in  connection  with 
glanders  was  issued  on  Ist  January 
this  year  to  local  authorities.  It  deab 
chiefly  with  two  points — increaaing  the 
power  of  local  authorities  to  apply  tests 
and  obliging  them  to  slaughter  animals 
affected.  I  am  told  the  London  County 
Council  administration  has  on  the  whole 
been  very  satisfactory.  They  are  the 
local  authority  havins  the  control 
of  the  horses  affecteo,  which  seems 
to  be  the  most  serious  charge  brou^t 
by  the  hon.  Member,  and  I  thmk 
anything  he  has  to  say  in  regard  to  the 
dangers  of  horses  suffering  from  glanders 
being  taken  through  the  streets  ought  to 
be  addressed  to  that  authority,  although 
it  is  perfectly  right  that  the  Board  of 
Agriculture  should  be  made  acquainted 
with  any  cases  of  that  kind  as  well. 
With  regard  to  the  question  of  the 
advertisement  of  "Pearksown"  as  a 
substitute  for  butter,  it  is  within 
the  four  corners  of  the  law.  The 
Board  of  Apiculture  has  no  power  to 
interfere  with  the  advertisement,  as  I 
understand  it.  They  have  allowed  it  to 
be  registered  just  in  the  same  way  that 
they  allow  a  large  number  of  other  names 
to  be  registered,  but  none  of  them  include 
the  word  butter,  and  as  the  word  butter 
is  excluded  from  their  nomenclature  there 
is  no  reason  for  the  Board  of  Agriculture 
to  step  in.  Whilst  some  of  these  indi- 
viduals may  be  ingenious  in  their  adver- 
tisements, so  long  as  they  keep  within 
the  four  corners  of  the  law  the  Board  of 
Agriculture  has  no  administrative  power 
to  interfere. 

Mr.  O'SHAUGHNESSY  :  WiU  the 
Board  of  Agriculture  approve  of  this  firm 
selling  this  article  in  their  shops  as 
"  Pearksown  "  and  thus  lead  the  public  to 
believe  that  they  are  buying  butter  t 

Mr.  J.  A.  PEASE :  So  long  as  the 
articles  are  properly  described  the  public 
will  buy  the  article  at  their  own  risk. 
**  Pearksown  "  does  not  indicate  to  the 
public  that  this  article  is  butter,  and  at 
any  rate  the  same  is  not  allowed  to  be 
associated  with  butter,  and  the  public 
asking  for  butter  cannot  be  given  this 
article  as  butter.  With  regard  to 
another  point  raised  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  Ashford,  who  complained 
that  the  Board  of  Agriculture  had  not 
taken  sufficiently  prompt  steps  to  deal 
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with  gooseberry  mildew,  the  Board  have 
from  time  to  time  taken  definite  action. 
A  leaflet  has  been  issued  which  deals  in  a 
very  comprehensive  way  with  all  the 
steps  which  must  be  taken  to  exterminate 
this  disease,  and  to  get  rid  of  it  whenever  it 
is  found,  and  an  Order  was  issued  quite 
recently  on  10th  December,  in  which 
districts  affected  are  scheduled,  and  all 
the  names  of  the  places  *  where  the 
disease  has  occurred  are  included  in  the 
scheduled  areas.  I  do  not  know  if  the 
hon.  Member  desires  further  information 
in  regard  to  the  exact  places,  but  they 
are  given  with  some  detail,  and  I  think 
probably  steps  have  been  taken  sufficient 
to  get  rid  of  this  pest. 

Mr.  LAURENCE  HARDY :  Supposing 
the  disease  were  to  break  out  in  Kent, 
would  the  Board  be  willing  to  issue  an 
Order  giving  Kent  power  to  destroy 
bushes  ? 

Mr.  J.  A.  PEASE :  Under  the  Order 
which  has  been  issued  I  understand  it 
could  be  easily  extended  to  new  districts 
where  outbreaks  have  occurred.  Clause 
5,  Sub-section  2  says  "  no  bush  shall  be 
removed  from  any  plantation,  garden, 
or  field  in  which  there  is  a  bush 
which  is  diseased  or  suspected  of 
being  diseased  and  clippings  from 
diseased  or  suspected  bushes  shall  be 
forthwith  destroyed  by  burning  or  other 
effective  methoas."  In  that  way  it  is 
held  the  disease  can  be  stamped  out  if 
the  other  recommendations  in  the  Order 
are  vigilantly  followed.  I  am  glad  to 
say  that  at  the  present  time  the  disease 
has  not  broken  out  in  Kent,  and  it  is 
hoped  that  with  the  publicity  which  has 
been  given  to  the  subject  aU  those  who 
have  gooseberry  bushes  under  their  care 
will  take  every  precaution  to  prevent  the 
disease  spreading  if  it  does  break  out. 
The  hon.  Member  asked  me  a  question 
with  regard  to  black  scab.  There  are 
several  other  pests  which  affect  this 
country.  Under  the  powers  given  by  the 
Act  of  last  year  it  is  proposed  to  issue 
verv  shortly  regulations  virhich  will  in- 
clude this  particular  disease.  I  hope  it 
will  not  be  many  days  before  that  is 
issued. 

Mr.  BRIDGEMAN  (Shropshire, 
Oswestry)  said  he  would  not  have 
risen  but  for  the  unsatisfactory  answer 


which  had  been  given  to  an  hon. 
Member  on  the  Irish  benches  on  the 
subject  of  milk-blended  butter.  He 
would  like  to  call  the  hon.  Grentlemans 
attention  to  the  fact  that  they  had  been 
distinctly  told,  both  in  Committee  and  in 
the  House,  that  the  Board  of  Agriculture 
would  not  sanction  any  name  which  did 
not  make  it  clear  to  the  buyer  that  the 
article  was  not  butter.  Nobody  could 
say  that  the  word  "Pearksown"  con- 
veyed the  impression  that  it  was  not  butter 
or  not  soap  or  not  cheese,  or  not  any  thing 
else.  Nobody  could  tell  what  "  Pearks- 
own "  might  be,  but  the  supposition  was, 
as  Pearks  was  a  large  butter  dealer,  that 
"  Pearksown  "  would  be  considered  to  be 
butter.  It  absolutely  violated  the 
promises  which  were  given  them  that  no 
name  would  be  sanctioned  which  did  not 
make  it  perfectly  clear  that  this  was  not 
butter,  and  he  hoped  the  hon.  Gentleman 
would  do  what  he  could  to  prevent  at 
any  rate  in  the  future,  names  such  as 
those  which  obviously  misled  the  public, 
being  registered. 

Mr.  COURTENAY  WARNER  asked 
if  he  might  correct  the  statement  whicb 
had  just  been  made.  He  had  sat  on 
the  Committee  and  had  followed  the 
subject  all  through  with  great  care.  He 
thought  the  pledge  given  was  that  the 
name  should  in  no  way  convey  that  it 
was  butter.  It  was  impossible  to  give  a 
name  which  proved  tnat  it  was  not 
butter.  The  pledge  was  given  and  be- 
thought carried  out  that  the  name  should 
in  no  way  convev  to  the  purchaser  that 
it  was  butter,  ana  though  it  was  quite  true 
that  by  using  the  name  of  the  firm  over  a 
substance  that  looked  like  butter  the 
public  might  be  led  to  consider  it  butter, 
he  did  not  know  that  the  Board  of  Agri- 
culture could  do  anything  once  they  had 
sanctioned  the  name. 

♦Mr.  BARRIE  (Londonderry,  N.)  said 
he  would  refer  the  hon.  Gentleman  to  the 
words  of  the  Act  of  last  year.  Clause  9, 
sub-section  3,  said  that  if  any  person  dealt 
with,  sold  or  offered  for  sale  any  article 
suggestive  of  butter  or  anything  con- 
nected with  the  dairy  interest  he 
should  be  liable  to  very  severe  penalties. 
If  he  rightly  understood  the  complaint 
of  his  hon.  friend  below  the  gangway  it 
was  not  only  that  the  Board  had  licensed 
the  name  "  Pearksown  "  along  with  some 
other  eighteen   names,  but  that  it  had 
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taken  no  action  in  reference  to  advertise- 
ments which  iiad  appeared  in  all  the 
leading  newspapers  of  the  country,  by 
this  firm  and  which  read  as  follows, 
**  *  Pearksown '  is  a  mixture  of  butter  and 
milk,  an  absolutely  pure  wh 'lesome 
food  and  better  than  the  best  butter.' " 
Again  he  referred  to  the  wording  of  the 
statute  to  the  effect  that  a  trader  was 
not  to  offer  for  sale  substances  of  this 
kind  by  a  description  which  was  sugges- 
tive of  butter  or  anything  connected  with 
the  dairy  industry.  He  had  put  several 
questions  to  the  hon.  Baronet  the  Member 
for  South  Somerset  on  the  subject  and  it 
might  be  a  mere  coincidence,  or  that 
somewhat  late  in  the  day  the  Board  of 
Agriculture  had  taken  some  indirect 
action,  but  these  advertisements  had  dis- 
appeared from  the  newspapers  within  the 
last  few  days.     He  had  handed  a  copy  of 


the  advertisement  to  the  hon.  Baronet, 
who  confessed  that  he  had  never  seen 
it,  but  whatever  might  have  been  the 
reason  these  advertisements  had  dropped. 
He  could  only  express  bis  regret  that 
those  who  had  opposed  the  legalising  of 
this  middle  article  did  not  sdeceed  in 
their  opposition,  because  it  had  become  - 
increasingly  recognised  that  in  licensing 
the  sale  of  an  article  which  was  not 
margarine,  which  was  most  likely  to  be 
described  as  butter,  and  which  was  not 
butter,  they  had  given  those  who  were 
inclined  to  act  di^onestly  to  the  public 
a  very  great  privilege  which  they  were 
using  freely  to  the  detriment  of  th« 
public  interest. 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided  :    Ayes,  87 ; 
Noes,  207.     (Division  List  No.  42.) 


Acland-Hood.Rt  Hn.SirAlex.F 
Anson,  Sir  William  Roynell 
Aubrey-Fletcher,  Rt.Hn.Sir  H. 
Balcarres.  Lord 
BaMoar,Rt.Hn.  A.J.(City  Lond. 
Banbury,  Sir  Frederick  George 
Barrie,  H.  T.  (Londonderry,  N. 
Beach.Hn. Michael  Hugh  Hicks 
Bignold,  Sir  Arthur 
Boyle,  Sir  Edward 
Bridgeman,  W.  Clive 
Bull,  Sir  William  James 
Carlile,  E.  Hildred 
Castlereagh,  Viscount 
Cave,  George 

Cavendish,Rt.Hon. Victor  C.W. 
CJecil,  Evelyn  (Aston  Manor) 
Cecil,  Lord  John  P.  Joicey- 
Cecil,  Lord  R.  (Marylebone,  E.) 
Chamberlain, RtHn. J. A  (Wore. 
Chaplin,  Rt.  Hon.  Henry 
Clive,  Percy  Archer 
Cochrane,  Horn  Thos.  H.  A.  E. 
CoUing8,Rt.Hn.J.  (Birmingham 
Corbett,  A.  Cameron  (Glasgow ) 
Corbett,  T.  L.  (Down,  North) 
Courthope,  G.  Loyd 
Craig,Captain  James(Down,E.) 
Craik,  Sir  Henry 
Delany,  William 
Dickson- Poynder,  Sir  John  P. 
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Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 

Du  Cros,  Arthur  Philip 

DuflFy,  William  J. 

Faber,  George  Denison  (York) 

Fell,  Arthiu- 

Ffrench,  Peter 

Fletcher,  J.  S. 

Gibbs,  G.  A.  (Bristol,  West) 

Gretton,  John 

Guinness,  Walter  Edward 
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Hamilton,  Marquess  of 
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Harrison- Broadley,  H.  B. 

Hay,  Hon.  Claude  George 

Hill,  Sir  Clement 

Hills,  J.  W. 

Hogan,  Michael 

Houston,  Robert  Paterson 

Kennaway,Rt.Hon.Sir  John  H« 

Kennedy,  Vincent  Paul 

Kenyon-Slaney,  Rt.Hon.Col.H . 

Keswick,  William 

Kimber,  Sir  Henry 

Lee,  Arthur  H.(Hants,Fareham 

Ix)nsdale,  John  Brownlee 

Lyttelton,  Rt.  Hon.  Alfred 

MacVeigh,Charles  (Donegal,E.) 

Magnus,  Sir  Philip 

Mason,  James  F.  (Windsor) 

Meagher,  Michael 


Mildmay,  Francis  Bingham 
Nannetti,  Joseph  P. 
NichoUon,  Wm.G.(Peter8field 
Nield,  Herbert 

0*Brien,Kendal(Tipperary  Mid 
()*Shaughnessy,  P.  J. 
Parkes,  Ebenezer 
Peaae,Herbert  Pike(Darlington 
Percy,  Earl 
Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
Randies,  Sir  John  Scurrah 
Rawlinson,  John  Frederick  Peel 
RoberU,  8.  (Sheffield.Ecdeeall) 
Roche,  John  (Qalway,  East) 
Salter,  Arthur  Clavell 
Sheffield,Sir  BerkeleyGeorge  D. 
Starkey,  John  R. 
Thomson,  W.Mitchell-  (Lanark 
Tuke,  Sir  John  Batty 
Walker,  Col.  W.  H.(Lanc«8bire) 
Warde,  Col.  C.  E.  (Kent,  Mid) 
Wilson,A.Stanley  (York,  E.R. ) 
Winterton,  Earl 
Wortley,  Rt.  Hon.  C.  B.Stnart- 
Wyndham,  Rt.  Hon.  George 

Tellers  por  the  Ayks — 
Viscount  Valentia  and  Mr. 
Forster. 


Acland,  Francis  Dyke 
Adkins,  W.  Ryland  D. 
Agnew,  George  William 
AHen,  A.Acland  (Christchurch) 
Allen,  Charles  P.  (Stroud) 
A8quith,Rt.Hn. Herbert  Henry 
Atherley- Jones,  L. 
Baker,  Sir  John  (Portsmouth) 
Baker,  Joseph  A.  (Finsbury,E.) 

Mr,  Barrie, 


NOES. 

Balfour,  Robert  (Lanark) 
Baring,Godfrey  (Isle  of  Wight) 
Barlow,  Sir  John  E.  (Somerset) 
Barlow,  Percv  (Bedford) 
Beale,  W.  P.* 
Beaumont,  Hon,  Hubert 
Bell,  Richard 

Benn,W.(T\v'rHamletH,S.  Geo. 
Berridge,  T.  H.  D. 


Bethell,SirJ.H.(Essex,Romrrd 
Betholl,  T.  R.  (Essex,  Maldon) 
Uirrell,  Rt.  Hon.  Augustir« 
Black,  Arthur  W. 
Boulton.  A.  C.  F. 
Bowerman,  C.  W. 
Bramsdon,  T.  A. 
Branch,  James 
I  Brodie,  H.  C. 
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Bryce,  J.  Annan 
Buchanan,  Thomas  Rybum 
Buckmaster,  Stanley  0. 
Barns,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Buxton,  Rt.Hn.S7dneyCharles 
Byles,  William  Pollard 
Cameron,  Robert 
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Davies,  Timothy  (Fulham) 
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Evans,  Sir  Samuel  T. 
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Fenwick,  Charles 
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Freeman-Thomas,  Freeman 
Fuller,  John  Michael  F. 
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•Goddard,  Sir  Daniel  Ford 
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<Jrey,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Edward 
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Ourdon^Rt  Hn.  Sir  W.Brampton 
Haldane,  Rt.  Hon.  Richard  B. 
Harcourt,  Rt.  Hon.  Lewis 
Harmsworth,R.L.(Caithn*ss-sh 
Harvey,  A.  G.  C.  (Roehdale) 
Haslam,  James  (Derbyshire) 
Haslam,  Lewis  (Monmouth) 
Hedges,  A.  Paget 
Helme,  Nerval  Watson 
Hemraerde,  Edward  George 
Henderson,  Arthur  (Durham) 
Hender8on,J.M.(  Aberdeen,  W.) 
Henry,  Charles  S. 
Herbert,Col.  Sir  Ivor(Mon.,  S.) 
Higham,  John  Sharp 
Hodge,  John 

Hope,W.  Bateman(Somerset,N. 
Homiman,  Emslie  John 
Hudson.  Walter 
Hyde,  Clarendon 


{16  March  1908} 
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Jowett,  F.  W. 
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Laidlaw,  Robert 

Lambert,  George 
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Lough,  Thomas 
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Luttrell,  Hugh  Fownes 

Macdonald,  J.  R.  (Leicester) 
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Maclean,  Donald 
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M'Laren,  H.  D.  (Stafford,  W.) 
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Maddison,  Frederick 

Mallet,  Charles  E. 

Manfield,  Harry  (Northants) 

Mansfield,  H.  Rendall  (Lincoln 

Markham,  Arthur  Basil 
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Mamham,  F.  J. 

Massie,  J. 
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Nicholson,Charle3N.(Doncast*r 
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Parker,  James  (Halifax) 
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Pollard,  Dr. 
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Roberts,  John  H.  (Denbighs.) 

Robertson,Sir  G.Scott(  Bradford 

Robinson,  S. 

Roe,  Sir  Thomas 

Rogers,  F.  E.  Newman 

Rowlands,  J. 

Samuel,  Herbert  L.  (Cleveland) 

Sears,  J.  £. 
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Seely,  Colonel 
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Soames,  Arthur  Wellesley 
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Summerbell,  T. 
Taylor,  John  W.  (Durham) 
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Thompson,J.W.H.(Somerset,E 
Torrance,  Sir  A.  M. 
Vemey,  F.  W. 
Vivian,  Henry 
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Wardle,  George  J. 
Waring,  Walter 

Warner,  Thomas  Courtenay  T . 
Wason,Rt.Hn.E.  (Clackmann'n 
Wa8on,John  Cathcart(Orkney) 
Waterlow,  D.  S. 
Watt,  Henry  A. 
Wedgwood,  Josiah  C. 
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Whitbread,  Howard  • 
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Whitley.  John  Henry  (Halifax ) 
Whittaker,  Sir  Thomas  Palmer 
Wiles,  Thomas 
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Wilson,  Henry  J.  (York,  W.  R. ) 
Wilson,  J.  H.  (Middlesbrough) 
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Wood,  T.  M'Kinnon 
Yoxall,  James  Henry 

Tellers  for  the  Noes — Mr. 
Whiteley  and  Mr.  J.  A. 
Pease. 


Original  Question  again  proposed. 

*SiR  BERKELEY  SHEFFIELD 
^Lincolnshire,  Brigg)  moved  the  reduction 
of  the  Vote  by  £100  in  order  to  call  atten 
tion  to  an  important  point  in  the  working 
of  the  Small  Holdings  (England)  Act.  The 


point  arose  from  the  fact  that  a  certain 
landlord  in  North  Lincolnshire  had  a 
short  time  ago — in  December  last — two 
farms  thrown  on  his  hands  owing  to  the 
sudden  death  of  the  tenant  who  had  been 
farming  the  two  put  into  one.  The  land- 
lord decided    upon    keeping     one    and 
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letting  it  to  a  tenant,  the  other  he  offered 
to  the  Lindsey  County  Council  for  the  pur- 
pose of  the  creation  of  small  holdings 
under  the  Act  of  1907.  The  rent  of  the 
farm  as  two  farms  was  21s.  per  acre, 
rising  in  two  years  to  23s.  per  acre.  The 
farm  consisted  of  three  separate  sets  of 
buildings  recently  renovated  and  a  house. 
The  first  official  offer  was  made  to  the 
council  on  23rd  January  and  a  sub-com- 
mittee of  the  coimcil  on  small  holdings 
visited  the  farm  and  reported  favourably 
upon  it,  both  as  regards  the  suitability 
of  the  land  and  the  price  asked.  The  size 
of  the  farm  being  240  acres,  the  landlord 
was  asked  to  take  back  forty,  making  a 
round  200  acres,  and  at  a  meeting  held 
at  Lincoln  on  19th  February,  at  which 
Mr.  Talbot  Baines,  the  Commissioner  of 
the  Board  of  Agriculture  was  present, 
the  following  took  place — 

"  The  whole  matter  was  fully  gone  into  and 
report  was  read  of  the  Visiting  Inspection 
Committee  of  their  visit  and  recom- 
mendations as  to  how  the  existing  build- 
inffs  could  be  utilised  and  the  land  suitably 
BUD-dirided.  Details  as  to  the  rent  and 
interest  to  be  charged  tenants  were  fully 
ffone  into  and  the  advance  and  opinion  of  the 
Commissioners  withheld  thereon.  It  was  ultim- 
ately decided  that  it  would  be  necessary  to 
eharge  the  tenants  an  additional  rent,  viz.,  (I) 
5».  9a.  or  6*.  for  prepayment  of  interest  and 
sinking  fund  on  expenses  incurred  with  respect 
to  house  and  buildings,  and  (2)  3«.  for  repairs, 
management,    collection,    &c.,    making   rent 

groposed  as  follows— Rent  to  landlord  20*.  ; 
iterest,  &c.,  on  buildings  6*.  ;  management, 
repairs,  &o.  3«.,  or  a  probable  total  rent  of  29«. 
On  further  consideration  it  was  decided  and 
a  resolution  carried  to  this  effect :  '*  That  it 
would  be  impracticable  to  take  the  land  offered 
as  from  April  next.  That  if,  however,  the 
land  could  be  offered  (200  acres)  including  the 
existing  house  and  buildings  on  a  thirty-five 
years  lease  from  April  6th,  1909,  at  the  same  rent 
(l)i  the  council  would  be  prepared  to  enter  into 
an  agreement  to  take  the  same,  subject  to  the 
approval  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture,  the 
Local  Government  Board,  and  of  the  county 
council.  The  Committee  do  not  anticipate 
that  any  difficulty  will  arise  in  obtaining  the 
required  consents.  The  Committee  were 
obliged  for  the  ofter,  but  owing  to  the  limited 
period  during  which  it  had  been  before  them 
they  felt  that  they  were  unable  to  adopt  any 
other  course  than  herein  suggested.  In  the 
event  of  any  agreement  being  arrived  at  for 
the  taking  of  any  land  as  from  April,  1909,  the 
Committee  would* require  some  facilities  for 
adapting  the  land  and  premises  for  the  prospec- 
tive occupiers,  previous  to  the  commencement 
of  the  tenancy.'^ 


The  Commissioner,  Mr.  Talbot  Baines, 
acknowledged  that  this  was  the  first 
case  that  had  ever  come  before  the 
Board  of  Agriculture  where  the  landlord 

Sir  Berkeley  Sheffield. 
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had  voluntary  offered  a  iaim  for  the 
purpose  of  small  holdings  under  the  Bill 
of  1907.  A  letter  dated  24th  February, 
written  to  Mr.  Talbot  Baines  with 
reference  to  the  declinature  by  the 
county  council  of  the  farm  except  under 
the  conditions  which  he  had  just  read, 
was  as  follows — 

"With  reference  to  the  above  offer  which 
you  are  aware  was  made  to  the  county  council 
of  the  parts  of  Lindsey,  Lincolnshire,  on  29th 
January,  I  have  received  a  letter  from  Mr. 
Scorer,  the  clerk  to  the  said  council,  stating 
they  were  unable  to  accept  this  <^er  to  take 
the  land  and  buildings  as  from  6th  April  next^ 
I  enclose  a  copy  of  Mr.  Scorer's  letter,  in  which 
he  further  states  the  council  would  be  willing 
to  enter  into  an  agreement  to  take  up  a  lease 
commencing  6th  April,  1909. 

"I  am  directed  by  the  owner  to  in- 
form you  that,  with  every  wish  to  sec 
these  small  holdings  made,  he  cannot  under- 
take to  reserve  the  200  acres  of  land  and 
buildings,  for  which  he  has  already  received 
many  applications,  until  6th  April,  1909,  but 
now  wishes  to  make  the  offer  (he  has  made  to 
the  county  council)  to  you  as  Commissioner  for 
small  holdings  (under  Section  5  (2)  of  the 
Small  Holdings  and  Allotments  Act,  1907)^ 
t.6.,  for  a  lease  of  thirty-five  years  to  commence 
6th  April  next. 

"  Since  the  farm  must  be  dealt  with  at 
once  the  owner  cannot  see  his  way  to 
allow  the  offer  to  remain  open  for  longer  than  a 
fortnight  from  this  date,  viz.,  up  to  9th^MaToh, 
by  which  time  I  shall  be  glad  to  receive  a  definite 
reply. 

"  I  am  further  desired  to  enquire  of  yoa 
whether  the  Board  of  Agriculture  are  not  in 
possession  of  public  funds  which  could  be  utilised 
immediately  in  order  that  this  opportunity 
may  not   be   lost."  - 

In  reply  to  that  letter,  Mr.  Baines  of  the 
Board  of  Agriculture  wrote  the  follow- 
ing— 

"  I  am  obliged  by  your  letter,  enclosing  copy 
of  letter  to  you  from  the  clerk  of  the  Lindsey 
CJounty  Council. 

"  I  am  sorry  you  cannot  see  your  way  to  fall 
in  with  the  views  of  the  Oommittee,  but  I  think 
you  appreciate  their  difficulty,  and  that  they 
are  acting  only  prudently  in  declining  your 
offer  of  the  farm  at  Lady  Day  next.  I  quite 
understand,  and  I  think  the  Committee  will  also, 
your  position,  and  yoiu*  inability  to  keep  the 
farm  in  hand  for  a  year  in  order  to  lease  it 
to  the  county  coimcil  at  Lady  Day,  1909, 
but  possibly  you  may  be  able  to  offer  some  other 
land  to  the  county  council  before  that  date. 

"  The  Board  of  Agriculture  are  obliged  to 
you  for  offering  to  lease  the  farm  to  them,  but 
do  not  think  that  Section  5  (2)  of  the  Act  of 
1907  is  applicable  in  this  case,  as  it  can  hardly 
be  argued  that  the  "  county  council  have  failed 
to  fulfil  their  obligations.'  Even  if  they  had 
the  Commissioners  would  have  the  same  diffi- 
culties to  contend  with  that  stand  in  the  way 
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of  the    county    council  taking  the  land   thie 
coming  Lady  Day. 

*'  You    will    no    doubt    communicate    yonr 
deci<<ion  to  the  county  council." 

It  would  be  obvious  to  anyone  with  a 
knowledge  of  land  that  no  blame  was 
attached  in  this  matter,  either  to  the 
committee  of  the  county  council  or  to  the 
Board  of  Agriculture,  or  to  the  owner 
of  the^land ;  but  what  was  to  be  said  of 
the  policy  of  the  Act  ?  Here  was  an 
instance  in  which  the  main  contention 
put  forward  by  the  Government,  namely, 
that  a  system  of  public  hiring  and  letting 
was  preferable  to  purchase  and  resale, 
was  tested  ;  and  it  was  found  that  the 
system  could  not  be  brought  into  opera- 
tion without  a  serious  loss  either  to  the 
owner  or  to  the  public  authority  and  a 
heavy  charge  upon  the  tenant.  No 
provision  appeared  to  be  made  in  the 
Act  for  meeting  losses  of  this  kind  out 
of  national  funds;  for  evidently  the 
Board  did  not  consider  that  they  could 
contribute  to  the  loss  under  Section  17 
of  the  Act.  Similar  questions  mustarisein 
many  cases  of  voluntary,  and  in  nearly 
all  cases  of  compulsory,  hiring ;  for  in 
every  case  charge  for  management  must 
be  added,  and  in  that  event,  would  a 
sitting  tenant,  unless  compelled,  give 
the  facilities  desired  1  It  would  seem, 
therefore,  that  a  serious  burden  not 
contemplated  by  the  framers  of  the  Act 
would  fall  upon  the  counties  in  which 
the  hiring  clauses  were  put  into  opera- 
tion. He  did  not  point  this  out  to  the 
Committee  for  the  purpose  of  dis- 
paraging the  idea  of  small  holdings  or 
of  the  Small  Holdings  Act.  He  was  ; 
boimd  to  move  a  reduction  of  this  Vote 
on  account  of  what  seemed  to  him  to  be  [ 
the  absurd  proposals  of  the  Government, 
and  also  with  the  view  of  eliciting  exactly  j 
what  the  Government  meant  to  do  in  the 
way  of  meeting  such  cases  as  this  one.  He 
might  say  in  conclusion,  if  it  would  be  of 
any  interest  to  the  Committee  to  know 
the  name  of  the  landlord,  that  it  was 
himself,  and  that  the  farm  belonged  to 
him.  He  would  be  much  obliged  if 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would  inform 
him  what  steps  the  Government  pro- 
posed to  take  in  view  of  the  fact  that 
the  county  council  could  not  take  over 
a  farm  voluntarily  offered  to  them  even 
if,  as  was  perfectly  true,  it  was  short 
notice.     But  on  the  other  hand,  supposing 


a  county  council  came  to  him  and  com- 
pelled him  to  give  up  that  farm  to  them, 
he  would  have  received  a  year's  notice* 
The  county  council  could  not  have  come 
upon  the  land  without  his  leave,  and 
they  would  have  had  the  same  difficul- 
ties at  the  end  of  twelve  months  as  at  the 
end  of  three  months.  He  moved  the 
reduction  of  the  Vote  by  £100. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed^ 
"That  Item  Class  IL,  Vote  11  (Board  of 
Agriculture  and  Fisheries)  be  reduced  by 
XIOO."— (5tr  Berkeley  Sheffield.) 

♦The  first  COMMISSIONER  op 
WORKS  (Mr.  Harcourt,  Lancashire. 
Rossendale) :  The  Committee  are  aware 
that  I  had  some  connection  with  the 
passing  of  the  Act  referred  to,  through 
the  House  last  year,  but  they  are  also 
aware  that  since  the  passing  of  the  Act, 
I  have  had  no  responsibility  for  its  ad- 
ministration, and  I  have  heard  nothing 
of  this  case  up  to  the  moment  the  hon» 
Baronet  rose  to  make  his  speech.  I 
observe  in  passing,  that  the  charge  sug- 
gested of  3s.  an  acre  for  management 
seems  extremely  high,  and  I  should  be 
sorry  if  management  generally  through- 
out the  country  were  likely  to  work  out 
at  anything  like  that  rent  p^r  acre.  The 
charge  for  houses  and  buildings  men- 
tion^ by  the  hon.  Baronet  was  6s.  an 
acre  in  this  case.  Of  course,  that  would 
depend  on  the  quality  and  quantity  of 
buildings  and  the  size  of  house  to  be  pro^ 
vided. 

Sir  BERKELEY  SHEFFIELD  :  If 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would  like,  I 
could  give  him  the  exact  sum  the  county 
council  proposed  to  spend  on  buildingsi 

♦Mr.  HARCOURT  :  For  my  purpose 
that  is  not  material.  As  far  as  I  under- 
stand, the  county  council  found  some 
difficulty  in  taking  the  farm  from  the 
date  at  which  it  was  offered.  I  do  not 
understand  that  they  suggested  to  the 
hon.  Baronet  that  he  should  give  them 
the  farm  at  once,  but  that  their  tenancy 
should  not  commence  until  a  year  later 
than  the  date  at  which  the  farm  was 
offered.  [An  Hon.  Member  :  But  they 
asked  for  access.]  Of  course,  it  is  an 
obvious  fact  that  they  had  no  rijht  of 


579 


Supply. 


{COMMONS} 


Supply. 


280 


•access  to  land  of  which  they  had  not  be-  | 
•come  the  tenant.     I  imagine  that  what ' 
Teally  happened  here  was  that  the  Lind- 
say County  Council  had  not  got  their  j 
scheme    for   small   holdings   ready.     No 
doubt  they  had  applications,  but  prob- 
ably the  scheme  was  not  in  such  a  state 
that  they  were  able  to  commit  them- 
selves in  that  particular  district  to  the 
taking,  as  from  Lady  Day  this  year,  of  a 
farm  of  200  acres.     I  am  sure  nobody  in 
the  House  will  doubt  the  generosity  of 
the   intention    and    action    of   the   hon. 
Baronet,  and  his  warm  desire  to  meet  the 
■demand  which  appears  to  have  arisen  in 
this  district  for  small  holdings,  but  his  ■ 
offer  to  the  Commissioners  was  not  really  \ 
a  practical  one,  though  a  perfectly  honest  I 
one,  because  the  county  council  are  un-  j 
doubtedly  going    to    fulfil    their    duty,  I 
though,  perhaps,  not  by  taking  this  parti-  ' 
oular  farm  on  a  particular  day.     They  are  I 
obviously  anxious  to   fulfil   their    duty  j 
and,  therefore,  it     would  be  impossible 
for  the  Commissioners  to  attempt  to  act 
in  default  of  the  county  council  as  if  they 
"had  failed  in  their  duty ;  and  in  any  case 
they  could  not  act  in  default     of     the 
■county    council    without    having    given 
considerable    notice    and    gone    through 
all    the    forms    prescribed   by   the    Act. 
Again,  the  Commissioners  could  not  have 
acted   in   this   case   experimentally,   be- 
cause experiments  have  to  be  made  where 
there  is  no  obvious  demand  or  where  such 
demand  is  not  likely  to  be  made.  Neither 
of  these  circumstances  existed  in  the  case 
put  by  the  hon.  Member.   The  hon.  Member 
says  that  from  his  own  experience  and 
that  of  other  landlords,  it  was  difficult 
to   get  the   Act   into   operation.     I   can 
assure   him   that  that  is   not  the   case. 
There  must  undoubtedly,  in  some  cases, 
be  a  little  delay  in  getting  the  Act  to 
work,  but  I  can  only  wish  that  there  were 
more    landlords    in     the    country    who 
would  so  willingly  and  so  early  put  land 
at  a  moderate  rent  at  the  disposal  of  the 
-county  councils,  and  I  hope  that  no  diffi- 
oulties    may    arise    which    will    prevent 
those  county  comicils  immediately  avail- 
ing themselves  of  the  facilities  provided 
by  the  Act. 

Mr.  CHAPLIN  :  It  is  perfectly  true, 
no  doubt,  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
who  had  charge  of  this  Act  during  its 
passage  through  the  House  of  Commons, 

Mr.  Harcaurh 


and  who  conducted  it  with  great  skill 
and  ability,  has  nothing  to  do  with  its 
administration.  But  what  is  the  position 
with  which  wo  are  confronted  to-day  ? 
Here  is  a  matter  which  has  been  the 
subject  of  prolonged  correspondence  and 
negotiation  between  the  Board  of  Agri- 
culture, the  Lincolnshire  County  Council, 
and  my  hon.  friend  behind  me.  That 
correspondence  and  the  position  sub- 
mitted to  the  Committee  to-day  raise  a 
question  of  the  greatest  possible  interest 
and  very  considerable  importance  with 
regard  to  the  whole  future  of  the  ad- 
ministration of  this  Act.  Although  we 
have  the  satisfaction  of  opposmg  a 
Cabinet  which  is  sometimes  described 
as  9  Cabinet  of  all  the  talents,  it  appears 
to  me  that  they  are  unable  to  produce 
on  those  benches  one  single  person  who 
is  in  a  position  to  deal  with  this  question. 
I  frr.nkly  admit  that  my  right  hon. 
friend  has  made  the  very  best  of  what 
seems  to  me  to  be  an  exceedingly  bad 
case  for  the  Government.  But  that 
is  not  all.  When  a  question  of  great 
importance  is  raised  by  a  member  of  the 
House  so  lucidly  f.s  it  has  been  by  my 
hon.  friend,  there  is  no  one  here  on  the 
part  of  the  Government  who  is  able 
to  give  any  valid  or  useful  explanation* 
This  is  one  of  the  most  renfttrlutble  cases 
which  has  ever  occurred  in  the  House 
of  Commons  in  connection  with  a  great 
measure  which  has  just  been  brought 
into  operation.  [Ministerial  cries  of 
"  Oh."] 

Mr.  HARCOURT:  The  Minister 
responsible  for  the  Board  of  AgriculturjB 
is  p.bsent  through  illness,  and  not  the 
slightest  intimation  was  given  to  me  or 
to  any  other  member  of  the  Goverpment, 
that  this  question  would  be  raised. 

Mr.  CHAPLIN:  I  am  quite  ready 
to  admit  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
is  exonerated  from  blame. 

Mr.  HARCOURT:  I  am  speaking 
for  my  colleagues  as  well  as  for  myself. 

Mr.  CHAPLIN:  That  does  not 
1  exonerate  the  Grovemment,  because  the 
j  Minister  for  Agriculture  has  known  of  this 
.  matter  for  some  time,  and  his  first  duty 
I  was  to  tell  his  colleagues  that  there  had 
I  been    a    correspondence    regarding    this 
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peculiar  and  very  critical  action  taken 
by  the  Board  of  Agriculture  and  the 
County  Council  of  Lincolnshire,  and  that  an 
Amendment  had  been  put  down  on  the 
Paper  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Brigg 
for  the  reduction  of  this  Vote  which, 
of  course,  meant  that  my  hon. 
friend  was  going  to  raise  this  ques- 
tion on  that  correspondence.  The 
President  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture 
has  not  informed  his  colleagues.  Why 
did  he  not  submit  the  case  and  send  the 
correspondence  to  my  right  hon.  friend, 
who  would  have  then  been  in  a  better 
position  than  he  is  now  to  deal  with  it  ? 
What  I  say  is  that  there  is  no  excuse 
available  for  the  position  when  the  case 
has  been  raised,  and  when  the  corre- 
spondence has  been  going  on  for  months, 
that  no  Minister  is  ready  to  rise  and 
advise  the  House  of  Commons  upon  it. 
I  saw  my  hon.  friend  this  morning  just 
before  I  came  down  to  the  House.  I 
had  seen  his  Amendment  on  the  Paper, 
and  I  confess  I  had  one  of  my  own  ; 
but  from  what  I  heard  from  him,  and 
from  what  I  have  heard  to-day,  it  seems 
to  me  that  the  case  is  perfectly  clear 
and  simple,  and  it  is  one  which  will 
arise  over  and  over  again  in  connection 
with  the  Act  of  last  year.  A  landlord 
offered  land  suited  in  every  possible 
way  for  small  holdings.  I  know  some- 
thing of  agriculture,  and  I  know  that 
the  land  is  precisely  of  that  kind  adapted 
for  small  holdings,  and  it  was  offered 
at  a  rent  which  seems  to  me  to  be  ex- 
ceedingly moderate.  The  offer  was  an 
exceptionally  liberal  one,  the  rent  asked 
being  2s.  an  acre  less  than  the  landlord 
had  been  offered  from  some  other  quarter. 
During  the  passage  of  this  Act  through 
the  House  hon.  Members  were  deprived 
of  every  opportunity  of  raising  points 
upon  it,  but  I  think  that  I  called  atten- 
tion to  this  difficulty  which  might  arise 
on  more  than  one  occasion.  That  diffi- 
culty has  arisen  in  this  case  out  of  a 
demand  for  access  to  the  land  before 
the  tenancy  was  agreed  upon — a  thing 
which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  himself 
has  already  pointed  out  cannot  be  asked 
for  or  expected  to  be  allowed.  I  do  not 
hesitate  to  say  that  the  concession  of 
access  to  a  farm  for  the  purpose  of  making 
it  suitable  for  small  holdings  while 
another  tenant  is  in  possession  would 
be  an  impossible   condition.     The   farm 


would  be  put  into  an  tmworkable  con* 
dition  for  the  tenant,  and,  moreover, 
when  the  county  council  or  the  Agri- 
culture Commission  finally  made  up 
their  minds  to  take  the  farm  they  would 
still  have  all  their  work  to  do  to  put  it 
in  a  condition  suitable  for  small  holdings. 
I  cannot  help  thinking  that  when  the 
Act  was  passing  through  Committee, 
it  was  always  acknowledged  as  a  fact 
that  a  very  considerable  sum  would 
have  to  be  paid  for  tenant  right,  and  that 
seems  to  have  been  altogether  forgotten 
and  lo^t  sight  of.  I  tried  to  bring  the 
matter  before  the  members  of  the  Com- 
mittee so  that  provision  should  be  made 
for  it.  So  far  as  I  could  follow  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  in  the  observations  he 
has  made,  in  the  view  of  the  Commis- 
sioners a  very  considerable  addition 
to  the  rent — 9s.  or  9s.  6d. — would  be 
required  from  the  small  holder  before 
the  occupation  could  be  made  to  meet 
the  charges  upon  it.  The  outgoing 
tenant  would  be  entitled  to  claim,  of 
course,  as  he  is  now,  what  is  called 
sometimes  tenant  right,  and  sometimes 
an  inventory  on  leaving  his  farm.  Well, 
on  a  farm  of  this  description  the  in- 
ventory comes  always  to  a  year  and  a 
half  or  perhaps  two  years  rent,  which 
would  mean  a  considerable  sum.  I 
suppose  this  fact  had  dawned  on  the 
Commissioner  when  he  was  brought 
face  to  face  with  the  case.  As  a  man 
of  business  the  Commissioner  would 
know  perfectly  well  that  in  that  event 
the  Co/emment  or  the  county  council 
would  be  placed  in  a  very  difficult  posi- 
tion. During  our  discussiojis  on  matters 
of  this  kind  we  were  told  by  my  right 
hon.  friend  that  that  would  be  met  by 
an  adjustment  of  rent,  but  no  adjust- 
ment of  rent  would  be  able  adequately 
to  supply  a  sum  of  this  magnitude. 
This  case  only  confirms  my  view,  which 
I  have  always  held,  of  the  great  mistake 
which  was  made  in  basing  the  Act  almost 
entirely  on  compulsory  hiring  instead 
of  on  purchase.  I  repeat  that  the 
Government  through  their  representa- 
tive have  made  out  no  case  whatever, 
and  that  as  this  correspondence  ha^ 
been  going  on  for  months  between 
the  Board  joi  Agriculture  and  my  hon. 
friend,  and  notice  of  an  Amendment 
had  been  given  to  the  Vote,  and 
it     was     perfectly     well  -  known     that 
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this  case  would  be  raised  on  tkis  parti- 
cular occasion  which  had  been  specially 
devoted  to  opportunities  for  criticism 
of  the  action  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture, 
it  is  a  very  remarkable  thing  that  there 
is  no  member  of  the  Government  present 
to  answer  the  case  brought  forward 
with  so  great  moderation  and  ability 
by  my  hon.  friend. 

Mr.  ROGERS  (Wiltshire,  Devizes) 
said  the  passing  of  the  Small  Holdings 
Act  had  revealed  that  throughout  the 
country  there  was  a  very  real  and  genuine 
demand  for  small  holdings,  far  larger  than 
was  anticipated  by  some  of  the  strongest 
advocates  of  the  movement.     The  first 
step  which  every  county  council  had  to 
take  was  to  satisfy  itself  as  to  the  genuine- 
ness of  the  demand  and  as  to  the  capacity 
of  the  would-be    tenant,  his    position, 
and  his  general  desirability  as  a  tenant. 
That    was    what    the    county    councils 
were  engaged  upon  at  the  present  time, 
and  they  were  not  in  a  position  this 
Lady  Day  either  to  take  or  to  refuse  farms. 
They  were  now  engaged  in  holding  local 
inquiries  ;    interviewing    the     would-be 
tenants,  testing  them,  and  finding  out 
whether   they   possessed   the    means   of 
becoming   desirable   tenants.     This   was 
a  very  considerable  work  and  was  taking 
up  a  considerable  amount  of  time.     It 
was  also  costing  a  certain  amount    of 
money.     He    hoped    that,    under    these 
circumstances,  the  Board  of  Agriculture 
would  interpret  the    clause  relating  to 
preliminary  expenses  in  the  widest  and 
most   generous   fashion.     The    Act   laid 
down  that  the  preliminary  expenses  in 
connection  with  the  acquisition  of  land 
must    be    refunded    by    the    Treasury. 
He   asked   that   the    expenses   incurred 
inquiring  into  the  means  of  the  people 
and  their  desirability  as  tenants  should 
be   interpreted   as   costs    and    expenses 
incurred  in  connection  with  the  acquisi- 
tion of  the  land.     The  other  day  the 
chairman    of  the  Cambridgeshire  Small 
Holdings    Committee    went    to   a    fruit 
growing    village    to    hold    an    inquiry. 
There  were  there  no  less  than  250  applica- 
tions   from    people    who    wanted    land 
upon  which  to  grow  strawberries,  goose- 
berries, and  raspberries.     It  took  that 
committee  a  week  to  make  these  inquiries, 
and  even  then  they  only  got  through 
two-thirds  of  their  work.     If  local  com- 
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mittees  were  willing  to  work  like  that 
and  c-ounty  councils  were  willing  to  incur 
expenses   and   send   their   members    to 
remote  parts  of  the  district,  he  hoped 
the  Board  of  Agriculture  would  take  a 
generous  view  of  this  clause  and  see  that 
the  cost  of  such  proceedings  was  remitted 
to  the  county  council,  and  also  the  other 
expenses  he  had  referred  to  in  connection 
with  the  preliminary  acquisition  of  land. 
When    the   inquiries    had   reached    the 
point  at  which  they  had  eliminated  the 
applicants  who  were  obviously  no  good, 
and  when  they  were  dealing  only  with 
the  genuine  applicant,  that  was  the  time 
for  a  survey  of  the  land,  and  he  asked 
that  the  cost  of  this  survey  should  be 
included  in  the  preliminary  expenses  of 
the    scheme.     He    had    been    informed 
that  the  cost  of  the  fee  paid  to  the  agent 
employed    for   this   purpose   to   survey 
some  particular  farm  would  be  recover- 
able, and  he  would  like  that  privilege 
to  be  extended  also  to  the  cost  incurred 
by    an    official    of    the     council    sent 
down   to  inquire  and  report  upon  the 
adaptability  of  the  land  for  the  purposes 
of   the   Act.     It   seemed   to   him    that 
some  difficulty  would  arise  about  this 
question    of    agents'    fees.     The    salary 
of  the  land  agent  employed  by  the  council 
would  be  thrown  upon  the  small  holdings 
fund  of  the  county,   and  would  be  a 
charge  upon  all  the  small  holcdngs  in 
the  county.    When  there  were  a  large 
number  of   small  holding    schemes    in 
a    county    embracing    2,000    or    3,000 
acres,    the    amount    charged    to     each 
holding    would    be    small,    but    where 
there     might      be     only     about     two 
schemes    it    would    be    impossible    to 
charge  the  whole  cost  of  the  preliminary 
inquiries  upon  those  two  schemes  with- 
out running  the  rent  up  to  a  prohibitive 
point.      He    therefore    asked    that    the 
Board  of  Agriculture  should  be  prepared 
to  treat  the  county  council  in  a  most 
generous  and  sympathetic  fashion.     He 
hoped  the  First  Commissioner  would  be 
able  to  supply  the  council  with  model 
plans  for  buildings  and  also  for  cottages 
which    would    not    be    too    expensive. 
From   what   he   could   see   the   county 
councils  were  taking  up  the  work  very 
well,  and  were  working  very  sympathe* 
tically,   and   what   they   required   from 
the  Board  of  Agriculture  was  not  coercion 
but  a  good  deal  of  that  S3rmpathetic 
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consideration   which   a   central   depart- 
ment could  give. 

Mr.  LAURENCE  HARDY  said  that 
what  they  wished  to  discover  was  whether 
the  county  councils  were  taking  this  ques- 
tion in  hand,  and  who  was  to  bear  the 
cost  of  the  rent  of  the  farm  during  the 
time  it  was  being  prepared  for  the  new 
condition  of  things  under  small  holdings, 
which  might  in  some  cases  be  a  long  and 
in  others  a  short  period.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  had  admitted  that  the 
landlord  who  was  giving  up  the  land 
must  not  be  expected  to  bear  the  expense 
of  admitting  the  new  tenant,  sometimes 
compulsorily,  into  possession  of  the  land 
before  paying  any  rent.  As  he  read 
Clause  17  the  Government  would  not 
be  able  to  make  such  a  grant  out  of  their 
fund.  Nobody  desired  that  the  new 
tenant'^  rent  should  be  raised  permanently 
to  cover  the  expenses  of  the  transition 
period,  which  were  incurred  in  con- 
nection with  more  the  administration  than 
the  development  of  the  land.  In  every 
case  where  the  county  council  had  to 
prepare  the  land  for  the  new  small 
holders  the  cost  of  the  rent  and  other 
expenses  ought  to  fall  upon  the  county 
fund.  That  matter  was  not  contem- 
plated when  the  Act  was  passing  through. 
He  hoped  that  before  this  subject  was 
passed  on  one  side  they  would  have 
some  explanation  from  the  Government 
for  the  benefit  of  all  county  councib  as 
to  where  this  expenditure  for  putting  the 
land  in  order  and  preparing  it  for  small 
holdings  was  to  falL 

Mr.  WINFREY  (Norfolk,  8.W.)  said 
he  did  not  think  the  difficulties  in  the 
way  of  letting  land  for  small  holdings 
were  mainly  those  of  preparing  the  land 
for  the  tenants.  He  thought  the  main 
difficulty  was  that  the  county  councils 
had  not  had  time  to  prepare  their  schemes, 
fully  to  see  the  applicants  and  gener- 
ally to  fonnulate  their  plans.  He  did  not 
hold  a  brief  for  the  Lindsey  County 
Council;  he  thought  perhaps  that  that 
council  had  been  a  little  too  timid  in 
the  matter,  and  that  if  they  had  cropped 
the  farm  themselves  and  sold  their  crops 
at  Michaelmas  they  would  have  been  not 
losers,  but  gainers,  and  would  have  had 
the  summer  six  months  in  which  to  have 
placed  their  houses  and  buildings  upon  it. 
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He  had  taken  farms  at  Lady-Day,  and 
farmed  them  for  six  months,  and  during 
that  time  he  had  been  adapting  them  for 
small  holdings,  and  in  no  case  had  he  lost 
money  by  the  arrangement.  Still  he 
w:s  not  quite  sure  that  they  could  expect 
a  public  authority  to  do  what  a  private 
individual  did,  and  therefore  he  did  not 
think  they  could  complain  of  the  Lindsey 
Coanty  Council  too  much.  With  regard 
to  the  question  of  who  had  to  bear  the 
co3t  while  the  farm  was  being  adapted, 
it  was  only  a  very  small  part  of  the  land 
th^t  was  required  for  houses  and  build- 
ings. The  land  was  there  for  cultivation. 
It  might  be  a  little  inconvenitmt  for  smaV. 
holders  to  farm  their  land  until  they  had 
proper  houses  and  buildings,  but  he 
had  always  found  that  small  holders  were 
ready  to  be  placed  at  some  slight  in- 
convenience if  they  could  get  settled  on 
the  land.  Only  this  Michaelmas  the 
Lincolnshire  Small  Holdings  Association 
had  taken  some  600  acres  of  Cfown  land, 
which  was  absolutely  bare  of  buildings, 
and  they  had  divided  it  up  into  small 
holdings  of  20  and  30  acres.  The  men 
started  into  occupation  on  11th  October, 
but  hurry  as  they  might  they  could  not 
get  the  houses  and  buildings  ready  for 
them  in  time.  The  men  went  into  their 
houses  at  Christmas  and  he  knew  they 
were  put  to  some  inconvenience,  but 
they  paid  rent  for  their  land  from  last 
Michaelmas,  and  they  would  pay  for 
their  houses  from  Lady-Day.  There- 
fore, he  did  not  think  that  public  authori- 
ties would  find  that  great  difficulty  in 
adapting  farms.  And  they  must  remem- 
ber that  some  of  these  farms  had  houses 
and  buildings  upon  them.  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber had  asked  who  was  to  pay  the  tenant 
right  ?  He  was  rather  surprised  to  hear 
that  question.  Of  course,  the  incoming 
tenant  would  pay  the  tenant  right.  The 
small  holder  was  always  prepared  to  pay 
his  tenant  right.  He  had  had  to  deal  with 
some  hundreds  of  them,  and  he  had  never 
heard  of  one  who  was  not  prepared  to 
pay  his  tenant  right  in  a  mxnly  way. 
He  thought  the  charge  of  6s.  per  acre 
for  farm  houses  and  buildings  being 
adapted  to  the  land  was  a  very  excessive 
figure,  but  he  thought  as  to  the  3s.  for 
management  that  when  they  came  to 
look  into  it  they  would  find  that  it  included 
the  rates.  The  hon.  Baronet  the  Member 
for  Brigg  had  now  left  the  House,  but 
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he  would  t-ikc  the  opportunity  of  com- 
municating with  him,  and  if  he  would  give 
him  a  fortnight  to  consider,  he  thought 
the  Lincolnshire  Smill  Holdings  Com- 
mittee would  be  ready  to  take  the  farm 
which  the  county  council  did  not  seem 
inclined  to  do. 

Mr.  hicks  beach  (Gloucestershire, 
Tewkesbury)  thought  it  was  obvious 
that  there  would  be  enormous  expendi- 
ture in  cases  in  which  a  county 
council,  whether  they  wished  it  or  not, 
would  be  compelled  to  take  the  whole 
farm  for  the  purpose  of  dividing  it  into 
small  holdings.  The  President  of  the 
Board  of  Agriculture  had  very  properly 
written  round  to  the  coimty  councils 
telling  them  that  they  should  take  the 
whole  farm,  and  in  many  cases  that  was 
done.  Most  out-goings  in  the  South  of 
England  were  at  Michaelmas,  and  in  a 
great  many  cases  a  considerable  time 
must  elapse  between  the  taking  of  a  farm 
from  the  landowner  and  the  letting  of 
it  to  a  large  number  of  small  holders, 
because  there  were  not  only  the  buildings 
to  be  put  up,  but  the  county  council 
would  have  to  erect  cottages  as  well. 
In  addition,  some  fields  would  have  to 
be  fenced  to  make  them  smaller  than 
they  were  now,  and  there  was  also  the 
question  of  providing  a  water  supply  and 
making  additional  roads.  One  could  not 
do  all  these  things  while  someone  was  in 
possession  of  the  land,  and  it  must,  there- 
fore, follow  that  a  considerable  period 
would  elapse  from  the  time  when  a  farm 
was  taken  to  the  time  when  it  could  be 
let  to  small  holders,  and  he  washed  that 
they  could  have  had  that  evening  some 
declaration  from  the  Government  as  to 
who  was  to  bear  the  cost  of  rent  during 
the  interval.  It  was  quite  certain  that 
there  would  be  a  loss  of  rent  to  the 
county  council,  and  it  seemed  obvious 
that  to  meet  this  expense  was  one  of  the 
objects  of  the  Small  Holdings  Account. 
He  agreed  with  the  right  hon.  Member 
for  Wimbledon  that  it  was  not  courteous 
on  the  part  of  the  Grovernment  when  they 
saw  various  Amendments  on  the  Paper 
in  reference  to  this  Small  Holdings 
Act  that  they  could  not  supply 
some  Member  of  the  Government  to  deal 
with  the  question.  He  was  sorry  that 
the  representative  of  the  Board  of  Agri- 
culture was  not  present,  and  regretted 
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the  cause  of  his  absence,  but  one  would 
have  thought  that  the  Government  could 
have  found  some  Member  of  it  who  would 
have  devoted  some  time  to  considering 
the  subject  and  the  facts  which  had  been 
brought  forward  that  evening.  He  hoped 
that  the  information  which  they  desired 
would  be  forthcoming.  With  regard  to 
the  general  working  of  the  Act,  he 
thought  it  was  quite  true  that  a  very 
large  number  of  applicants  had  come 
forward,  and  a  very  much  larger  number 
of  people  than  were  expected  But  it  was 
likely  that  a  considerable  portion  of  these 
applicants  would  •  drop  out  imder  the 
scrutiny  of  the  coimty  council,  because 
their  applications  were  due  to  the  fact 
that  people  in  the  country  were  led  by 
Liberal  Members  at  the  last  general 
election  to  believe  that  they  were  going 
to  have  free  land,  but  when  they  found 
that  they  would  have  to  pay  for  the 
tenant  right  and  stock  he  thought  that  a 
good  many  of  them  would  drop  out.  The 
hon.  Member  for  Wiltshire  had  brought 
forward  a  good  many  points  as  to  the 
application  of  the  Act,  and  he  himself 
thought  it  was  obvious  that,  as  far  as 
they  had  gone  at  present,  county  coimcils 
had  found  that  they  would  have  to  charge 
small  holders  about  10  per  cent,  more 
than  they  would  pay  the  landowners,  in 
consequence  of  the  many  expenses  in 
connection  with  small  holdings,  and  in 
connection  with  the  inquiries  which  wer* 
being  held  throughout  the  country  by  the 
councils.  They  would  have  to  take 
surveys  of  the  land  and  employ  gentle- 
men to  look  after  the  necessary  repairs 
and  collect  the  rent.  Some  of  these  pre- 
liminary expenses  might  very  properly 
be  paid  out  of  the  Small  Holdings 
Account,  which  would  enable  county 
councils  to  charge  small  holders  as  low 
a  rent  as  possible.  In  conclusion,  he 
hoped  that  before  the  discussion  was 
brought  to  an  end  some  Member  of  the 
Government  would  give  them  some  idea 
of  the  nature  of  this  Accomit,  and  of 
the  position  of  the  central  body  in  regard 
to  it. 

♦Mr.  HARCOURT  :  I  do  not  think  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Wimbledon  felt  so  greatly  the  indignation 
which  he  expressed  as  to  the  imaginary 
misconduct  of  the  Grovernment,  or  he 
would  have  remained  in  his  place  to  tear 
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the  ejcplanation  which  I  was  ready  to 
offer.  I  do  not  think,  moreover,  any- 
one would  have  been  likely  to  assume, 
on  an  Amendment  put  down  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  Brigg  to  the  Vote  on  Account, 
that  he  was  going  to  attack,  or  intended 
to  make  an  attack  upon  the  Department 
on  the  question  of  the  letting  of  one  of 
his  own  farms  to  the  county  council  If 
he  had  intimated  his  intention  of  doing  so, 
I  am  sure  the  Department  would  have 
furnished  the  information.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Wimble- 
don seems  to  have  forgotten  some  of  the 
details  of  the  Act,  and  he  seems  to  treat 
it  exclusively  as  an  Act  which  contains 
hiring  powers,  and  as  if  there  were  no 
power  given  to  the  county  council  to 
purchase  land  to  be  divided  up  into 
small  holdings  either  by  agreement  or 
upon  compulsion.  It  has  been  said  that 
in  regard  to  the  question  of  tenant  right, 
or  inventory,  or  tillages,  which  are  not 
quite  interchangeable  terms,  that  I  stated 
in  Committee  upstairs  that  these  matters 
could  be  dealt  with  by  an  adjustment  of 
rent,  but  I  am  quite  sure  that  hon. 
Gentlemen  who  were  present  will  bear 
me  out  when  I  say  that  the  case  where 
I  suggested  that  the  matter  could  be 
dealt  with  by  an  adjustment  of  rent 
was  where  severance  occurred,  in 
taking  away  a  field  or  a  number  of 
fields  from  a  particular  farm.  In  my 
opinion,  these  matters  of  tenant  right, 
or  inventory,  or  tillages,  can  be 
treated  as  part  of  the  equipment  of 
small  holdings.  The  county  coimcils 
may  borrow  on  a  long  term  for  equip- 
ment, and,  therefore,  the  rent  paid 
for  (say)  six  months  during  the  pro- 
cess of  equipment,  although  it  will 
not  be  all  lost,  may  perfectly 
fairly  be  charged  to  that  head, 
and  spread  over  a  long  term  tnder 
a  loan  by  the  county  council.  But 
I  have  never  said  that  that  is  a 
matter  which  can  be  dealt  with  by  an 
adjustment  of  rent.  The  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  Wiltshire  has  asked  that 
there  shall  be  a  liberal  interpretation  of 
the  words  in  the  Act  **  the  preliminary 
expenses  of  the  acquisition  of  land."  Of 
course,  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  lay  down 
any  legal  or  exact  Treasury  definition 
of  these  words,  but  I  am  in  a  position 
to  say  that  the  Board  of  Agriculture  will 
interpret   those   words  in   a   broad   and 


generous  sense,  with  a  desire  to  give 
every  assistance  to  all  county  councils, 
so  as'to  facilitate  their  action  in  the  a  qui- 
sition  of  land  and  in  any  inquiry  wMcb 
it  is  necessary  to  make  before  the  land 
can  be  acquired.  I  think,  though  I  do 
not  desire  to  pledge  myself,  that  the  cost 
of  survey  of  the  land,  at  all  events,  m 
many  cases,  may  be  included  as  a  pre- 
liminary. I  thmk  also  that,  where  aik 
agent's  remuneration  is  alio  3  ted  to- 
different  services  which  he  may  perform, 
certain  parts  of  that  remuneration  may 
well  form  part  also  of  the  preliminary 
cost  of  acquisition.  I  hope  in  these  ways 
the  action  of  the  county  councils  may  be 
facilitated,  and  that  we  may  be  able  to 
meet  them  generously,  and  far  more 
than  half-way  in  so  translating  these 
words. 

Mr.  HICKS  BEACH  said  the  right 
hon.  Grentleman,  while  he  stated  that  some 
of  the  expenses  of  the  agent  might  be 
borne  out  of  the  central  fund  as  part  of  the 
preliminary  expenses,  hid  not  answered 
the  question  whether  after  the  small 
holdings  had  been  started  the  agent'9 
expenses  in  regard  to  the  collection  of 
rent  and  repairs  could  be  so  borne. 

Mr.  HARCOURT  :  Oh,  no,  I  do  not 
go  to  that  length,  only  the  preliminary 
inquiries  which  may  be  made  before  the 
acquisition  of  the  holding.  Obviously^ 
the  collection  of  rents  and  cost  of  sub- 
sequent management  must  be  charged 
upon  the  small  holders. 

Sir  F.  BANBURY  said  he  wanted 
to  draw  the  attention  of  the  Com- 
mittee to  the  defence  of  the  Board 
of  Agriculture  which  they  had  heard 
raised  on  the  other  side  of  the 
House  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
South-West  Norfolk.  The  hon.  Gentle- 
man, who  had,  he  believed,  consider- 
able experience  of  this  subject,  being 
concerned  with  a  eo^^iety  or  association 
for  taking  land  and  letting  it  out  in 
small  holdings,  had  said  that  there 
was  no  difficulty  whatever,  because 
the  county  council  had  to  take  the 
land  if  the  tenant  went  out  at  Lady- 
Day,  and  they  c  ould  crop  it  imtil  Michael- 
mas and  make  a  profit  out  of  it.  But 
the  hon.  Member's  conscience  seemed 
rather  ^to     restrict    him,     for    he    had 
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some  doubt  as  to  whether  the  county 
council  was  to  turn  farmer.  He  did 
not  think  the  right  hon.  Gentleoian, 
who  had  contemplated  a  great  many 
things,  had  contemplated  that  the  county 
councils  were  in  future  to  become  farmers 
of  ^and  left  vacant,  for  that  would  be  a 
very  poor  outlook  for  the  unfortunate 
ratepayers.  He  would  point  out  to 
the  hon.  Member  for  South- West  Norfolk 
that  in  order  to  crop  the  land,  as  far  as 
his  experience  went,  they  must  have 
horses,  implements,  and  seed,  etc.,  all 
of  which  the  county  council  did  not 
possess.  When  the  county  coimcil  took 
a  farm  in  March  it  had  to  buy  horses, 
implements,  and  a  variety  of  other 
things  necessary  to  crop  the  land.  They 
sold  the  crop  in  September  if  gathered, 
or  disposed  of  it  afterwards.  What 
had  they  to  do  with  all  those  implements 
and  horses  when  they  were  done  with 
them?  They  had  to  sell  h  m.  ["Hear, 
hear."]  It  was  very  easy  to  say  "  Hear, 
hear,"  but  it  was  not  so  easy  to  sell 
tYe  things  once  they  had  got  them  and 
they  had  been  used.  A  horse  cost  £40 
or  £45,  and  a  plough  £6  or  £7,  and  at 
the  end  of  six  months,  after  they  had 
been  used,  they  would  have  to  be  sold 
at  a  greatly  reduced  price,  and  the  loss 
would  be  far  greater  than  the  profit 
that  they  might  have  on  the  crop.  The 
hon.-  Member  for  Woodbridge  was  in 
his  place,  and  he  was  almost  certain 
that  the  hon.  Gentleman  would  admit 
that  during  the  first  year  a  tenant 
did  not  hope  to  make  anything  out  of 
his  teuincy.  The  landlord,  if  he  held 
the  land  for  a  short  time  did  not  hope 
to  make  any  profit,  and  if  he  had  to  hold 
the  farm  for  a  year  before  the  tenancy 
began,  he  always  looked  upon  that  year 
AS  a  certain  loss.  He  himself  was  very 
often  ad\ised  by  his  agent  not  to  take 
3  farm  on  for  a  short  time,  because  he 
would  be  ( ertain  to  make  nothing  out  of  it. 
He  did  not  pretend  to  be  a  great  agri- 
culturist or  a  great  man  of  business, 
but  he  thought  he  could  manage  a  farm 
as  well  as  the  county  council.  If 
an  ordinary  farmer  coiUd  not  make  a 
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of  way,"  but  whether  the  tenant  hi 
the  money  or  not  with  which  to  ptj. 
No  doubt  if  he  had  the  money  he  would 
pay  it,  whether  in  a  manly  way  or  otlm- 
wise.  He  paid  a  just  debt  if  he  had  the 
money ;  if  he  had  not  the  money  he 
could  not  pay.  He  could  not  see  where 
the  adjective  "  manly "  came  in.  It 
was  the  clap-trap  held  by  the  other 
side.  The  tenant  might  be  very  manlr, 
but  unless  he  had  the  money  in  lus 
pocket  his  manliness  was  of  no  use 
whatever  to  him.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man had  said  that  the  valuations  might  be 
spread  by  the  county  council  over  a  num- 
ber of  years.  But  where  was  the  secnntr 
of  the  county  council  ?  The  valuatioiu 
of  horses,  implements,  etc.,  were  made 
for  the  incoming  tenant  by  a  valuer. 
Supposing  the  incoming  tenant  did  not 
keep  the  farm  in  the  same  cultivation 
as  when  he  took  it  over;  he 
was  letting  the  farm  down ;  he  could 
not  pay  the  rent ;  he  was  turned  out, 
and  the  valuation  payment  was  spread 
over  a  number  of  years.  But  where 
did  the  county  council  come  in  ?  If 
they  let  it  again,  they  would  not  get 
the  same  valuation  that  they  ought  to 
have  received  when  it  was  taken  over 
by  the  small  holder,  because  there  was 
not  so  much  value  put  into  the  land 
as  there  had  been  when  the  farmer 
tenant  went  out.  Therefore,  the  county 
council  must  lose.  It  seemed  to  him 
that  it  was  a  most  dangerous  doctrine 
for  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to  hold  out 
that  the  county  council  was  to  be  aUowed 
to  spread  the  valuation  over  a  number 
of  years.  It  was  very  hard  on  the  rate- 
payers. There  were  one  or  two  members 
of  the  Labour  Party  present.  One  of 
them  had  held  forth  strongly  that 
afternoon  on  the  iniquity  of  the  Agri- 
cultural Rating  Act,  and  of  the  burdens 
cast  on  artisans  in  towns  in  consequence 
of  it.  Why  did  not  one  or  two  hon. 
Gentlemen  below  the  gangway  get  up 
and  make  an  observation  on  this  point, 
because  artisans  would  have  to  pay 
the  money  which  the  county  coimcil 
ought  to  have  collected  from  the  small 


profit  when  holding  a  farm  for  a  short  holders ;  and    when    the    small    holders 

time,    he    was     quite    siu-e     that     the  came   to  grief,  as   in  nine   cases  out   of 
county  council  could  not.     Then  the  hon.  j  ten     they    would,    the    county    council 

Gentleman  said :      "  Oh,  the  tenant  is  would  be  without  the  money  of  these 

ready  to  pay  in  a  manly  sort  of  way."  tenants.     He  had  a  small  holding  farm 

It  was  not  a  question  of  "  a  manly  sort  of  about  forty  acres,  and  six  weeks  ago 

Sir  F.  Banhury, 
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the  tenant  had  not  got  his  hay  crop 
gathered.     It  was  cut  in  the  autumn, 
and    it    was    out    until   the   middle  of 
February.     An    adjoining    farmer    gave 
him  a  sovereign  for  his  ten  acres  of  hay, 
which  ran  about  two  tons  to  the  acre, 
in  order  to  use  it  as  fodder  for  his  ewes. 
That  was  what  was  going  to  happen. 
The  small  holder  would    get    his  hay 
crop   cut,    and   then   a    shower   would 
come   on   and  he   would  have'  in   the 
intervals  of  fine  weather  to  collect  ten 
acres.    He  had  been  much  struck  with 
the    knowledge  of    Wiltshire   possessed 
by  the  President  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board.    If  he  went  down  to  Crick- 
lade  he  would  find  that  in  a  small  holding 
some    five    miles   from  there  the  facts 
were  as  he  had  stated.    He  hoped  his 
hon.    friend    would    go  to   a   ^vision, 
because  this  was  an  extremely  important 
question,  especially  to   ratepayers   who 
did   not   happen  to  be  small  holders ; 
but  he  also  hoped  that  before  the  debate 
closed  they  would  have  some  indication 
that  the  Act  was  to  be  administered  in  a 
businesslike    manner.     It    was    a    very 
unbusinesslike  suggestion  about  the  pay- 
ments being  spread  over  long  terms  of 
years.      It   was    only    a     short    time 
ago    that    they    had    a  debate  on  the 
extremely  bad  policy  of  spending  money 
on    military    works   by  way    of    loan. 
The     right     hon.     Gentleman     wanted 
to  do  exactly  the    same    thing   in   re- 
gard to  small  holdings.     All  that  loans 
did  was  to  spread  the  cost  over  a  series 
of  years.     He  would  point  out  to  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  that  he  was  advo- 
cating the  policy  which  they  had  pur- 
sued  in  the   case   of   the   Army ;   but, 
whereas    they    had    the    funds    of    the 
,  country  at  their  back,  he  only  had  the 
funds    of    the    unfortunate    ratepayers 
behind  him.    He  hoped  his  arguments 
might  have   some  effect,  and  that   the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  would  get  up  and 
say  he  recognised  the  force  of  them  and 
that  he  could  not  advocate    what  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Admiralty,  and  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  War  had  refused  to  do,  but 
would  give  instructions  that  the  spreading 
of  the  payments  over  a  series  of  years  by 
the  county  councils  was  not  to  be  carried 
out. 
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Mr.  BRIDGEMAN  said  it  was  very 
astonishing  how  little  interest  the  Govern- 
ment took  in  a  matter  which  certainly  wa^ 
the  best  thing  they  did  last  year,  and  in 
regard  to  which  they  had  boasted  all  over 
the  country.  They  apparently  had  not  the 
least  idea  how  the  Act  had  been  working, 
or    how    the    money    Parliament    had 
voted  had  been  spent.     The  right  hon. 
Gentleman   had   been   asked   how   the 
£100,000  voted  for  the  purpose  of  the  Act 
had  been  spent ;  he  had  made  no  attempt 
to  reply.     It  really  was  odd,  considering 
this  was  a  Vote  for  agriculture,  that  it 
should  never  have  occurred  to  any  of 
the  Government  that  there  would  be  a 
debate  on  the  Small  Holdings  Act,  which 
they  had  boasted  was  a  great  measure 
to  bring  the  people  back  to  the  land. 
Was   it   remarkable   that   they   should 
take   some   interest   in   seeing   whether 
that  measure  had  worked  well  ?     Surely^ 
the  hon.  Gentleman  could  give  them  some 
instance    of    the    way    in    which    this 
£100,000  had  been  spent,  what  purposes  it 
had  been  spent  upon,  and  how  much  had 
been  spent.     That  was  what  they  wanted 
to  know,  and  they  were  entitled  to  know 
it.     Several  hon.  Members  had  asked,  and 
he  could  not  imagine  a  better  opportunity 
for  letting  them  know. 


♦Mr.  HARCOURT  :  I  think  the  hon. 
Gentleman  is  mistaken  in  thinking  that 
his  question  has  been  asked.  The 
£100,000  has  been  referred  to,  but  I  have 
not  been  asked  how  it  has  been  spent. 
It  has  not  been  spent  yet.  The  time 
has  not  come  for  spending  £100,000  for 
paying  the  preliminary  expenses.  The 
salaries  of  the  Commissioners  will  be 
provided  separately  out  of  monies  voted 
by  Parliament. 


Sir  F.  BANBURY:  Could  the  hon. 
Gentleman  say  how  many  new  holders 
there  are — how  many  people  have  taken 
advantage  of  the  Act  to  become  small 
holders  ? 


♦Mr.  HARCOURT:  I  suppose  the 
hon.  Baronet  means  how  many  applica- 
tions ? 

L 


29o  Sui/.'.. 

Sib  F.  BANBURY  :  Xo.Ido^ 
great  numb*-r  of  prop'.e  L^vr  nad-?  iprli- 
catioL?  Tinder  tLe  :rr.pr*^^.T:oi-  tLa*  tL-rj 
were  going  to  get  Land  for  notbir.z  or  for 
£1  an  acre  or  for  a  verr  ==iall  ano-m:. 
What  I  want  to  know  L?.  ar*  tnere  inj 
people  who  Lave  acroaHj  taken  posse? - 
6ion  of  small  LoMinizs  at  present  '' 


♦Me.  HARCOURT  :  The  ipp'licarloni 
have  not  yet  be^n  sifteii.  and  I  do  not 
know  whether  tLev  have  vet  obtained 
small  holdings  frjm  the  -lountv  co'inoils. 
Thev  have  in  *ome  cas**i  o'ttaine<d  small 
holdings  direct  from  lan-il-i-ris.  I  am 
one  of  them. 

Sir  F.  BAXBURY:  I  all^ided  to 
county  councils  and  not  to  small  hol-iings 
by  agreement.  I  do  not  think  there  is 
one. 

Mr.  BRIDGEMAX  :  My  .- uestion  is. 
has  any  part  of  that  £1»».»»)  t-een  sp^nt. 


been  sp-^nt  as  vet  ■ 

Mp.  H.\RrOlT.T  : 

it  has  been  sr-enr. 


:  COM  M«  jN.S  .-  ^"I'F^y-  '^ 

:t.     A    aziinst    his    hon-   fziezid.     He  was  not 

*  aprli-    sire  that  he  hii  correctlv  heard  his  hon. 

r.  they    friend  say  thar  the  county  coimcils  did 

:  or  for    the  wc.rk  entmsted  to  thezn  in  a  businesA- 

mo  int.    like  manner.     He  very  gravely  doubted 

:re  any    that.     He  haii  had  nve  years'  experiectt 

of  one  comty  cooncfl.  and  although  it 

w^  l<«rzely  reiormed  since  the  day3  when 

he  li-elonied  to  it,  not  becaoje  he  bd 

left  :t3  counsels,  bat  because  of  an  entin 

change  in  its  constitation,   he  thougki 

the  last  thinz  that  could  be  said  of  it  wis 

that  i:  did  its  work  in  a  workmanlike  and 

businesslike  manner. 


I  V^lieve  none  of 


Mr.    T.    L. 

zretted     that 


0:»RBETT  greatly  re- 
the  charge  had  :een 
made,  for  the  nrst  time  he  h-elieved 
in  the  history  of  that  Hoise,  aj^ainst  his 
hon.  friend  the  Member  for  the  City  of 
Loi.don.  th.it  he  had  not  •:a^e^llly  stu«lied 
the  -ub-eijt  on  which  he  -i-jke.  His 
spee-ihes  were  marke^i  hy  complete  know- 
lediTe  of  the  i'lb'eot  on  which  he  sT>Dke. 
and  he  had  eipres-sed  very  clearly  the 
•i"lew:i  that  a  larse  number  of  other?  held 
on  this  r-LO-e-it.  He  thought  it  was 
hanlly  taotr^l  or  ;>ist  of  the  First  Com- 
missioner  for  Works,  althouirh   thev  all 


Sis  F.  BAXBUR Y :  I  said  that  so  fu 
as  I  knew  the  countv  r.  onncils  of  ^Tlg^^T^<^ 
were  carrying  oat  this  paxticnlar  work  in 
a  businesslike  manner. 


Mb.  T.  L.  CORBETT  said  he  accepted 
his  hon.  friend's  explanation,  and  he 
felt  that  that  largely  explained  what  he  felt 
to  \:^  a  lapse  from  the  hon.  Baroners 
usual  lo^loaL  description  of  measures 
before  the  House.  He  felt  bound  to 
ptii'test  against  the  charge  brought  br 
the  First  Commissioner  of  Works  tbt 
h:?  hon.  friend  had  not  even  read  the 
A-t  which  he  was  di^cossing.  That  ¥»« 
a  very  ^rave  charge  for  any  member  of 
the  t>3vemment  to  bring  against  anj 
Member.  He  did  not  suppose  his  hon. 
iriey.d  ininded.  but  others  did,  and  the^ 
th>u^ht  it  wa?  hardly  a  tail  or  a  jost 
•:hari:e  to  be  brought  by  a  member  ol 
the  «>>vemment,  or  anyone  with  any- 
k:.*>wle*ij:e  of  their  debates  against  an 
hon.  Member  who  was  so  careful  in  his 
facts,  and  so  deeply  versed  in  ereij 
Bill,  that  he  discussed. 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided': — Ayes,  47; 


reep-ecte^i  him,  to  bring  s-ich    a  charge    Noes.  1«57.     ^Division  List  Xo.  iS.) 


A    :xni.H.:.>i.R-H:-.-::A'rx.F.  • 

Bi!-  irr«.  L.-ri  « 

Birrv-.H.T.    L  n:-i  rrv.  N.  • 

Br:  h.Hn.>[i  hi^:  H   jh  H-  k^  * 

BL-r.jl-i.  -Sj-  Arth.T 

P.  :.:-.  Sir  EiT*  iri 

Bri  •r-=-n. -ri.  W.  «"::ve  '  "riik.  S'r  Hesrv 

B  ::'.  Sir  \^:M\t:\  Jirrv-  DvI.i-v.jWiIIi.iii 


AYES. 

:\  E.  H::..lr^:..i 

•-V  -::.  Ev;:;.-T-.  A^--n  Ar-.no: 

'■•■-.:'.  L-^r-i  J.-hn  P.  J.M.'ev 
Cr.w  .in.  R:.  H -r..  H»-r.ry  * 


Doughty.  Sir  Geotge 
DoujrUe,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akm- 
I>a  Cro8»  Arthur  Philip 
FeU,  Arthur 
Fletcher,  J.  SL 


.ii.  jt\..  n  ■-.;.  ti'  ILL*  JT iv'i.c-iKrr,  «|.  SSL 

;-.  R : .  H  r..  J.    Birmiii^h  "m    Forstrr,  Heorv  Willim 


Gretton,  JftK- 
Gmnneai^  WOtar  Bdwud 
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Hamilton,  Marquess  of 
Hardv,Laureiice(Kent,  Ashf'rd 
HiU.  Sir  Clement 
Hills,  J,  W. 

Houston,  Robert  Paterson 
Hunt,  Rowland 
Kennaway.Rt.Hon.Sir  John  H. 
Kimber,  Sir  Henry 
Magnus,  Sir  Philip 


{16  Mae^ch  1908} 

Nield,  Herbert 
Parkes,  Ebenezer 
Pease, Herbert  Pike( Darlington 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Rawlinson,  John  Frederick  Peel 
Roberts,  S.  (Sheffield,  Ecclesall) 
Sheffie!d,Sir  Berkeley  GeorgeD. 
Thomson, W.Mitchell-  (Lanark) 
Valentia,  Viscount 


Supply, 
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Walker,Col.W.H.   (Lancashire") 
Warde,  Col.  C.  E.  (Kent,  Mid) 
Wilson,A.  Stanley  (York,  E.R. ) 
Winterton,  Earl 
Wortley.Rt.  Hon.  C.  B.  Stuart - 

Tellers  for  tiib  Ayes — Sir 
Frederick  Banbury  and  Mr. 
T.  L.  Corbett. 


Agnew,  George  William 
Allen,  A.  Acland  (Christchurch ) 
Allen,  Charles  P.  (Stroud) 
Armitage,  R. 

A8quith,Rt.Hn.  Herbert  Henry 
Atherley-Jones,  L. 
Baker,  Sir  John  (Portsmouth) 
Baker,  Joseph  A.  (Finsbury,  E. 
Balfour,  Robert  (Lanark) 
Barlow,  Percy  (Bedford) 
Beale,  W.  P. 
Bell,  Richard 

Benn,  W.(T'wV  Hamlet8,S.Geo 
Berridge,  T.  H.  D. 
Bethell,  T.  R.  (Essex,  Maldon) 
Black,  Arthur  W. 
Boulton,  A.  C.  F. 
Bowerman,  C.  W . 
Bramsdon,  T.  A. 
Branch,  James 
Brigg,  John 
Brodic,  H.  C. 
Buokmaster,  Stanley  O. 
Bums,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Buxton.Rt.Hn.  Sydney  Charles 
Byles  William  Pollard 
Cameron,  Robert 
<:?herrv,  Rt.  Hon.  R.  R. 
<:nough,  William 
Compton-Rickett,  Sir  J. 
€orbett,CH(Sussex,  E.  Grinst'd 
€ory.  Sir  Clifford  John 
Cotton,  Sir  H.  J.  S. 
■Cox,  Harold 
Orean,  Eugene 
Crosfield,  A.  H. 
Davies,  Timothy  (Fulham) 
Dewar,  Arthur  (Edinburgh,  S. ) 
Dickson- Poynder,  Sir  John  P. 
Duncan,  C.  (Barrow-in-Fumess 
Elibank,  Master  of 
Everett,  R.  I-Acey 
Faber,  G.  H.  (Boston) 
Fenwick,  Charles 
Fiennes,  Hon.  Eustace 
Findlay,  Alexander 
Foster,*^  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Walter 
Fuller,  John  Michael  F. 
Clover,  Thomas 
Ooddard,  Sir  Daniel  Ford 
Oooch,  (ieorge  Peabody 
Orant,  Corrie 

Greenwood,  G.  (Peterborough; 
Griffith,  Ellis,  J. 
Gurdon,RtHn.Sir  W.Brampton 
Harconrt,  Rt.  Hon.  Lewis 
Hanii8worth,R.Lu  (Gaithn*88-sh 


NOES. 

Harvey,  A.  G.  C.  (Rochdale) 
Haslam,  James  (Derbyshire) 
Haslam,  Lewis  (Monmouth) 
Hedges,  A.  Paget 
Helme,  Norval  Watson 
Henderson,  Arthur  (Durham) 
Henderson, J. M. ( Aberdeen,  W. ) 
Higham,  John  Sharp 
Hodge,  John 
Hogan,  Michael 
Hope,W.Bateman  (Somerset,N 
Homiman,  Emslie  John 
Hudson,  Walter 
Hyde,  Clarendon 
Idris,  T.  H.  W. 
Isaacs,  Ruf  us  Daniel 
Johnson,  John  (Gateshead) 
Johnson,  W.  (Nuneaton) 
Jones,  William  (Carnarvonshire 
Jowett,  F.  W. 
Kearley,  Hudson  E. 
Kekewich,  Sir  George 
King,  Alfred  John  (ICnutsford) 
Laidlaw,  Robert 
Lambert,  George 
Lehmann,  R.  C. 
Lever,  A. Levy  (E8sex,Harwich) 
Levy,  Sir  Maurice 
Lewis,  John  Herbert 
Lough,  Thomas 
Lupton,  Arnold 
Luttrell,  Hugh  Fownes 
Macdonald,  J.  R.  (Leicester) 
M*Callum,  John  M. 
M*Kenna,Rt.  Hon.  Reginald 
M*Killop,  W. 

M*Laren,  H.  D.  (Stafford,  W.) 
M'Micking,  Major  G. 
Maddison,  Frederick 
Mansfield,  H.Rendall  (Lincoln) 
Markham,  Arthur  Basil 
Marks,G.  Croydon  (Launceston) 
Mamham,  F.  J. 
Massie,  J. 

Masterman,  C.  F.  G. 
Menzies,  Walter 
Micklem,  Nathaniel 
Money,  L  G.  Chiozza 
Mooney,  J.  J. 
Morse,  L.  L. 

Morton,  Alpheus  Cleophas 
Murray,  James 
Nannetti,  Joseph  P. 
Newnes,  F.  (Notts,  Basse tlaw) 
Nicholson.CJharles  N.(Doncast'r 
Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  William 
Nuttall,  Harry 
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0'Brien,Kendal(Tipperary  Mid 
Parker,  James  (Halifdx) 
Pearce,  Robert  (Staffs,  Leek) 
Pollard,  Dr. 
Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
Price,  C.  E.  (Edinb'gh,  Central) 
Raphael,  Herbert  H. 
Rea,  Russell  (Gloucester) 
Rea,  Walter  Russell  (Scarboro ' 
Ridsdale,  E.  A. 
Roberts,  G.  H.  (Norwich) 
Roberts,  John  H.  (Denbighs. ) 
Robertson,Sir  G.Scott(  Bradford 
Robinson,  S. 
Roe,  Sir  Thomas 
Rogers,  F.  E.  Newmar 
Rowlands,  J. 

Samuel,  Herbert  L.  (Cleveland) 
Sears,  J.  E. 

Seely,  Colonel  i- 

Shackleton,  David  James 
Simon,  John  AUsebrook 
Smeaton,  Donald  Mackenzie 
Stanley,Hn.  A.  Lyulph  (Chesh. ) 
Strauss,  E.  A.  (Abingdon) 
Summerbell,  T. 
Taylor,  John  W.  (Durham) 
Taylor.  Theodore,  C.  (Radcliffe 
Tennant,Sir  Edward  (Salisbury 
Thomas,David  Alfred  (Merthyr 
Torrance,  Sir  A.  M. 
Vemey,  F.  W. 

Vivian,  Henry  x  ' : 

Walters,  John  Tudor  -    , 

Wardle,  George  J. 
Waring,  Walter 
Waterlow,  D.  S.  x 

Watt,  Henry  A.  '  ^ 

Weir,  James  Galloway 
Whitbread,  Howard 
White,  Sir  George  (Norfolk) 
White,  Luke  (York,  E.  R.) 
White,  Patrick  (Meath,  North ) 
Whitehead,  Rowland 
Whitley,  John  Henry  (Halifax ) 
Whittaker,  Sir  Thomas  Palmer 
Wiles,  Thomas 

Williams,  Osmond  (Merioneth ) 
Wills,  Arthur  Walters 
Wilson,  Henry  J.  (York,W.  R.) 
Wilson,  J.  H.  (Middlesbrough) 
Wilson,  P.  W.  (St.  Pancras,  S. ) 
Winfrey,  R. 

Tellers  for  the  Noes — ^Mr. 
Whiteley  and  Mr.  J.  A. 
Pease- 
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Origiiuil  Question  again  propc^ed. 

Mb.  .-AMIEL  ROBERTS  tShefieli 
Ecclesail)  said  he  ro**  to  draw  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Commine*  to  the  administra- 
tion of  the  Po*t  OfSce  in  regard  to 
political  societies  allowed  within  the 
postal  it^rvirtt.  He  wisheii  aUo  to  draw 
attention  to  certain  Answers  which  had 
been  given  bv  the  right  hon.  <jrentleman 
the  Postmaster- Jjreneral  upon  this  parti- 
cular s.:bject.  Perhaps  it  would  be  the 
most  convenient  course  if  he  drew 
attention  to  the  way  in  which  this 
matter  first  ^ame  forward.  In  the 
autumn  of  last  ve^r  certain  ^rvants 
in  the  Post  C^f&ce  had  their  atten- 
tion drawn  to  a  So*;:aiistic  Lei^ue. 
which  had  its  existen'^e  in  the 
Post  OfSce.  and  they  wrote  to  the  Post- 
master-General in  <>.'Tober  drawing  his 
attention  to  the  existence  of  the  >«>?ial:stic 
League,  a  society  which  consiste«l  more 
or  less  of  advanced  So:ialists.  The 
opening  letter  came  from  a  Mr.  Read, 
employed  in  the  Central  Tele^aph  t.^ffice, 
to  the  Postmaster-General,  on  l^th  Octo- 
ber. 19 '»7.  in  which  he  said — 

"  I  venture  with  r*->r*ct  to  dr«w  your  at 
tent  ion  to  a  ^t.^te  of  thins*  whi-rh  exists  in  thi* 
great  branch  of  His  Majesty**  CiTil  .^rvi-?e. 
There  exists  in  the  Tentral  Telezrarh  *>fiioe  i» 
society  of  more  or  less  advance*!  S'>.Mali*t*. 
The  increasing  activity  of  this  *ociety  is  ito- 
duoing  a  feeling  of  con.<iiderab!e  alarm  and 
apprehension  in  many  of  us.  and  it  i«  con- 
sidered desirable,  nay.  ne>^essary.  that  an 
educational  movement  be  inaucurateti  with 
the  object  of  di»w<ip.iting.  if  r-ossible,  this  danger 
to  the  service." 

It  was  admitted  that  this  was  an  educa- 
tional movement  and  not  a  political 
one.  The  answer  of  the  Postmaster- 
General  to  this  letter  was — 

*■  As  you  are  douV'tles*  aware.  P*>:  •.•ffice 
servant?  are  not  forbidden  to  join  p-^'litical 
societies,  but  at  the  same  time  they  are  ex- 
pected to  maintain  a  certain  reserve  in  p-^litical 
matters,  and  they  must  not  publicly  fur  them- 
selves forward  on  any  side." 

In  a  further  letter  sent  to  the  Post 
master-General  on  7th  De?eniber.  19<17. 
by  Mr.  Read,  the  conditions  were  dis- 
tinctly laid  do\^^L  upon  which  it  was 
proposed  to  fomi  a  branch  of  the  Prim- 
rose Le-Anue  in  c<>niiectior:  vriih  the 
Central  Teleirraph  r>tii'e,  L^indon.  That 
letter  stated — 

"With  trre.U  re*; i •<•■.■  t  I  l-e^^  t..  roint  out  the 
for.,,winL'.  in  the  hoje  th.it  yr-u  n.ay  -»-<:  y.iiir 
V  iv  .:!^.u  :o  mixiifv  vour  devi.-ii.'n  : — <i    That 


the  braiKh  ol  the  Primrcwe  Lesgoe  which  it  is 
profoscd  TO  form  in  ctmneetioo  vitb  the  Cntnl 
Telegnph  d^Bce  wtMiId  be  ccmrwliftt  nniqoe  in 
itf  chAnfCter.  u  ru  acti^iiy  vcnld  be  diiecttd 
against  tbe  orzanised  Ingiie  of  Socialirts 
existing  in  the  Centrml  Telegmpb  «>fficef  ap- 
p«uen:iy  wiik  jour  permiaaioe.  (h^  We  hxn 
no  intention  vhaterer  of  faking  pAit  in  political 
mitten  except  «o  far  as  SocimSsm.  is  a  polxtical 
dinger  oc  for:e.  "•.  Tbat  our  efforts  wouW  be 
a^jiely  o5  an  e<!i>^atioDal  and  social  character. 
d  That  ve  «hoiild  impccsss  upoD  all  who  mi^t 
become  members  the  uecewity  for  taking  no 
f'T'^mTx^nt  p«ut  in  political  niAtterE. 

-  Feeling  eanie!«i!y  thai  the  Civil  Servioe 
and  r<articiilar!y  tiie*Po«t  Office,  as  pan  of  the 
coQ^titiition  of  the  coantry.  are  in  danger  frun 
the  rafid  srovih  of  Socialiscu  onr  hope  and 
desire  l«  that  ve  may  be  able  to  do  something  to 
&rre<t  it.«  srovth  :  at  any  rate  in  the  Ceotral 
Telezraph  ■  ifSce.  and  as  Socialism  is  an  organ- 
ised f'jrce  there,  it  seems  to  us  that  it  can  only 
be  met  by  an  organised  force  ;  hence  oar  dc$irf 
'.o  f<>rm  a' branch  of  the  iVimrose  League.  Ma? 
I  .%!«o  h^  allowed  to  point  oat  thai  so  far  froB 
overlooking  the  reference  contained  in  yoor 
reply  of  tfaie  19th  nit.  as  to  haktinir  office  Ymder 
the  League.  I  merely  expressed  the  hope  that 
in  ele«?ting  our  secretary,  eto..  from  onr  mem- 
bership we  should  enjoy  the  same  priviletes  » 
the  Pioneer  Socialist  League,  a  p^tical  sorietT 
the  officer^  of  which  are.  and  always  have  been. 
pDc^Tal  ^ervantSw  This,  of  coarse',  presupposes 
ihf  fact  that  we  shall  no*  hold  office  under  the 
Leazue.  but  only  in  onr  own  habitatioiL  In 
oon:lu«ion  I  should  like  to  lay  emphasis  on  the 
f^yi  that  the  attitude  of  other  branches  of  the 
Primrose  League  does  not  concern  ui^  In 
eduoatinz  our  colleagnes  in  the  maintenance  of 
religion,  the  estates  of  the  realm,  and  the  Im- 
perial ascendancy  of  the  British  Empire  «e 
eannut  reasnoAbiy  be  considered  as  allying 
ourselves  with  any  political  party.  We  plpdjr 
ourselres  to  maintain  the  stnctest  reserve 
in  political  matters,  except  as  far  as  the  above 
aims  are  concerned." 

That  letter  laid  down  verr  distinctly 
that  what  was  proposed  by  the  Prim- 
rose League  in  the  Post  Office  was  thAt 
they  should  exercise  the  reserve  which 
the  Postmaster-Genend  had  laid  dowu 
in  his  rules  and  regulations,  and  that 
they  would  not  adopt  the  attitude  of 
supporting  any  particular  candidate  at 
an  election.  After  Parliament  met  this 
year  some  one  or  two  Questions  were 
put  to  the  Postmaster-General  with  the 
object  of  elicitine  what  were  the  aims 
and  objects  of  this  Socialistic  League, 
and  whether  it  had  been  formed  with 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  sanction 
and  approval.  The  reply  he  gave  to  a 
Question  put  by  him  on  6th  Febmarj 
l-.ist  was  as  follows— 

"  A«  far  A<  I  am  aware  thcsre  is  nothinfr  io 
the  pro£T:iTnme  of  the  Tjeassne  to  conneet  it  with 
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He  had  in  his  hand  the  organ  of 
the  League  for  last  year,  published  in 
August,  which  distinctly  stated  that 
the  Pioneer  Socialistic  League  had  for 
its  object  the  propagation  of  the  prin- 
ciples of  Socialism,it8  field  being  primarily, 
but  not  exclusively,  the  personnel  of 
the  various  postal  services.  This  organ 
also  went  on  to  explain  what  they  meant 
by  Socialism.  [Labour  cries  of  "  Read 
it."]  All  right,  he  would  read  it  if  hon. 
Members  wished  to  hear  it.  [Cries  of 
"  Yes."] 

"  By  Socialism  in  implied  that  system  of 
society  in  which  the  land  and  the  means  of 
production,  distribution,  and  exchange  are 
collectively  owned,  their  administration  and 
control  to  be  exercised  and  controlled  by  the 
democratic  State  in  the  interests  of  the  entire 
community." 

That  was  the  object  of  a  society  which 
the  Postmaster-General  allowed  to  exist 
in  the  Post  OfiRce.  To  show  whether 
it  was  intended  to  be  a  political  society 
or  not  he  would  mention  that  there 
was  a  reference  made  in  the  same  organ 
to  the  Cohie  Valley  election,  in  which  the 
hope  was  expressed  that  that  election 
was  but  the  first  of  a  series  of  triimiphs 
for  social  democracy.  He  would  like  to 
ask  the  Postmaster-General  whether  he 
considered  that  political  or  not,  and 
whether  he  thought  thit  that  was  exer- 
cising the  certain  reserve  which  he  had 
laid  down  in  the  rules  and  regulations 
of  the  Post  Office  should  be  observed. 
The  same  organ  of  the  League  further 
stated  that — 

**  A  congratulatory  telegram  was  sent  to 
Comrade  Grayson  on  the  success  of  his  fight  for 
revolutionary  Socialism." 

And  it  was  further  announced  that 
Comrade  Grayson  telegraphed  back — 

**  Thanks  to  all  for  the  splendid  collection 
towards  my  election  expenses.'* 


Mr.  ARTHUR  HENDERSON 
much  ? 


How 


Mr.  SAMUEL  ROBERTS  said  that 
at  the  end  of  the  pamphlet  it  was  stated 
that  every  member  of  the  League  should 
consider  that  it  was  his  duty  to  sub- 
scribe to  one  of  it  5  war-chests,  and 
fresh  subscribers  could  hand  in 
their  names  to  the  divisional  collector. 
He  would  like  to  ask  the  Postmaster- 
General  whether,  seeing  what  the  avowed 


object  of  that  society  was,  and  seeing 
that  they  were  deliberately  collecting 
money  for  the  support  of  particidar 
candidates,  it  was  being  continued  with 
his  sanction.  Beplying  to  a  further 
Question  on  23rd  February  last,  the 
Postmaster-General  said —  .^ 

"  It  is  specifically  stated  that  they  may  not 
serve  on  a  Committee  having  for  its  object 
to  promote  or  prevent  the  return  of  a  particular 
candidate  to  Parliament,  nor  support  or  oppose 
any  particular  candidate  or  party  either  by 
public  speaking  or  writing." 

The  organ  he  had  been  quoting  from 
was  not  writing,  but  it  was  a  printed 
document  which  was  allowed  with  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman's  sanction  to  be 
published  in  the  Post  Office  service.  He 
had  in  his  hand  the  rules  issued  to  the 
House  last  Friday  for  the  guidance  of 
servants  in  the  Post  Office.  They  were 
v«ry  simple  and  repeated  what  had 
been  said  in  the  replies  previously  given 
to  Questions  in  the  House  of  Commons. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  concluded  his 
Memorandum  by  quoting  what  Mr.  Glad- 
stone said  in  1893,  when  he  laid  down 
that— 

**  The  only  restriction  by  the  custom  of 
the  public  service  on  persons  employed  is  that 
persons  in  the  permanent  employment  of  the 
State  shall  not  take  a  prominent  or  active  part 
in  political  contests  and  it  is  not  intended  in 
future  that  any  other  restrictive  rule  should 
be  imposed  on  the  service  of  the  Post  Office." 

The  Postmaster-General  had  tried  to  add 
to  these  rules,  and  as  far  as  he  could 
understand  the  nicety  of  the  distinction 
which  had  been  drawn,  it  was  as  to 
whether  these  societies  in  the  Central 
Telegraph  Office  were  branches  con- 
nected with  outside  bodies.  He  sup- 
posed that  most  of  these  societies  were 
connected  with  outside  bodies.  He  knew 
the  branch  of  the  Tariff  Reform  League 
was.  He  was  not,  however,  making  any 
complaint  as  to  the  existence  of  these 
societies;  what  he  did  complain  of 
was  that  the  right  hon.  Grentleman 
allowed  some  societies  but  not 
others.  There  was  a.  feeling  in  the 
Primrose  League  that  the  Postmaster- 
Greneral  had  acted  rather  hurriedly  in 
this  matter,  and  that  he  had  given  his 
Answers  to  Questions  without  consider- 
ing where  they  would  lead  him.  The 
Primrose  League  was  not  a  party  or- 
ganisation. [Cries  01  "  Oh,  oh  ! "]  Hon. 
Members  might  think  it  was,  but  it  was 
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He  did  not  see  wliat  right  the  Port- 
master-General  had  to  make  the  reply 
he  did  make  to  the  Question  put  to  him. 
He  noticed  that  one  of  the  rules  said— 

**  Nevertheless,  it  is  expected  of  them  as  public 
servants  that  they  should  maintain  a  certain 
reserve  in  political  matters,  and  not  put  tkera- 
selves  forward  on  one  side  or  the  other." 


formed  specially  for  the  purpose  of  sup- 
porting religion,  the  estates  of  the  realm, 
and  the  Empire.  [Laughter.]  Did  hon. 
Members  who  laughed  not  support 
those  principles.  The  object  of  the 
promoters  was  to  confine  the  work 
of  the  League  to  those  three  prin- 
ciples. The  proposed  branch  of  the 
Primrose  League  at  the  Central  Tele- 
graph Office  gave  a  pledge  to  the  Post- 
master-General that  they  would  strictly 
conform  to  his  rules  as  to  exercising  a 
proper  reserve  and  not  support  the  funds 
or  the  candidature  of  any  particular 
Members  of  this  House.  And  yet  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  persisted  in  his 
refusal  to  allow  a  branch  of  the  Primrose 
League  to  be  formed  at  the  Central  Tele- 
graph Office.  He  hoped  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  would  see  his  way  to  recon- 
sider the  whole  question.  He  begged  to 
move  a  reduction  of  this  Vote  by  £100. 

^lotion  made,  and  Question  proposed — 
"  That  Item  Revenue  Departments,  Vote 
3,  be  reduced  by  £100,'— {Mr  Samuel 
Roberts.) 

Mr.  STANLEY  WILSON  (Yorkshire, 
E.R.,  Holdemess)  said  that  they  did  not 
raise  this  question  from  any  political 
motive  nor  in  order  to  make  an  attack 
on  the  Socialists.  They  raised  it  in 
order  to  get  equal  rights  for  all  political 
organisations.  When  the  question  was 
formerly  raised  in  the  House  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman,  replying  to  a  Question 
put  to  him,  said  that  the  Primrose  League 
was  a  political  organisation  identified  . 
with  party  politics,  and  that  Post  Office  I 
servants  ought  not  to  hold  office  in  that 
league.  Since  then  the  right  hon.  Gentle-  ' 
man  had  stated  that  Civil  servants  could 
individually  or  collectively  subscribe  to 
any    political    organisation    they  chose. 

On     18th     rc])ruarv    the    subject   was  '     .-    ,     ,  ,   ,-  ,  i.  .     , 

raised    by    a    Question    to    the    right    ^^lends  demanded  that  pohtical  associa- 
hon.    Gentleman,     and    on    that    occa-    ^^"^^^  ^^  ^^'«^  ^ort  should  receive  equal 
sioii  ho  said  thit  the  decision  which  he    "g^^^  ^^  ^^^  Department  which  the  right 
hid  com**  to  with  regard  to  the  Primrose  '  ^^^'  Gentleman  represented. 
T-ioaguc    was    foundod    on    the    existing 
rules    govoniiiig    the    conduct    of    Post  ' 
Office  servants.     Ho  held  in  liis  hand  the 
existing  regulations,  which  were  given  on 
Frid'iy   last   in    Answer  to  a   Question. 
The  very  first  words  were  — 

'■  'Di'-n*  JiH'  no  regulations  siKH-ilically  dealing 
wifli  {lolitiral  assorialions." 

Mr.  S funnel  Roberts, 


Yet  the  right  hon.  (Jeutleman  had  openiy 
admitted  that  he  had  allowed  a  political 
organisation  in  the  Post  OflSce  to  ideatify 
itself  entirely  with  a  Party  in  that  House. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  told  them 
on  several  occasions  that  the  Civil  Ser- 
vants Socialist  League  was  not  a  political 
league.  All  that  he  and  his  friends  asked 
was,  if  it  was  not  a  political  league- 
What  was  it  ?  W'ould  the  right  Iwm. 
Gentleman  get  up  and  teU  the  Committee 
what  the  constitution  of  the  league  was. 
Beyond  that,  as  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
was  undoubtedly  well  aware,  there  was 
another  association  in  the  Post  Office 
which  was  just  as  strongly  identified  with 
a  political  Party  as  the  .Civil  Servant* 
Socialist  League,  known  as  the  Fawoett 
Association.  It  was  an  associataon  which 
was  openly  acknowledged  by  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman.  It  was  openly  identi- 
fied with  the  Labour  Party.  He  held  ia 
his  hand  the  balance  sheet,  which 
showed  that  the  association  contri- 
buted during  last  year  to  the  Labour 
Party  as  subscription,  as  sustenance,  and 
for  affiliation,  £63  10s.  4d.  He  did  not 
know  whether  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
had  seen  the  balance  sheet,  and  whether  it 
had  been  passed  by  him.  There  it  was 
laid  down  that  the  Fawcett  AssociatioiL 
was  affiliated  t#  the  Labour  Party  in 
th'tt  House.  He  asked  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  whether  that  met  with  his 
approval  or  not.  The  Committee  must 
recognise  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
had  not  behaved  in  a  wise  manner  with 
regard   to   this   question.     He    and  his 


The     POSTMASTER    -    GENERAL 

(Mr.   Sydney  Buxton,  Tower  Hamlet«, 

Poplar) :    I    am    very    glad    that    this 

.  question     has      been     raised     in    this 

'  form,  and  I  have  certainly  do  quarrel 

with    the    hon.    Gentlemen    who    have 

I  raised  it,  if  they  have  done  so  honestly. 
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as  I  am  sure  they  have.  I  have  in  this 
matter  been  accused  of  dealing  with 
various  associatio:)s  in  a  different  manner 
— of  recognising  the  status  of  one  and  re- 
fiLsing  to  recognise  the  status  of  another, 
although  they  are  equally  political. 
That  is  the  case  sought  to  be  made  out 
against  me.  I  can  only  say  that,  so  far 
as  I  am  concerned,  I  have  had  no  politics 
in  my  mind  at  all.  I  have  endeavoured  as 
far  as  I  can  to  mete  out  even-handed 
justice  among  all  the  various  societies, 
and  if  I  have  failed,  that,  at  all  event?, 
has  been  ray  desire.  Hon.  Gentlemen 
are  perfectly  entitled  to  raise  the  question 
in  the  form  they  now  propose.  I  would 
ask  the  Co  nmitt^e  to  consider  what  th^ 
position  is  in  regard  to  this  matter,  and 
what  are  the  existing  rules.  They  are  rules 
which  were  drawn  up  many  years  ago 
and  are  to  a  certain  extent  antiquated, 
and  in  some  ways  ambiguous,  and  I  am 
obliged  to  interpret  them  to  the  best  of 
my  ability.  The  hon.  Gentleman  who 
moved  the  Amendment  has  already 
read  extracts  from  the  rules,  and  it  may 
be  as  well  to  read  the  main  substance  of 
the  rules.     I  put  them  again  in  possession    p;;;;^^!;^^^ 

oftheCommitteemorder  that  they  my    ^     ^^^^  ^^    ^.^^^    ^ord   of  the 

see  what  the  regulations  are.  The  hon. 
Member  for  the  Holderness  Division  said 
that  these  rules  did  not  apply  to  associa- 
tions. 
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breach  of  the  Post 
The  rules  are  thus  really 
The  only  parts  of  which 
I  need  seize  the  House  are  contained 
in  one  or  two  sentences.  I  gave  them  in 
full  on  Friday  or  Saturday,  and  I  will 
quote  the  point  which  really  affects  the 
present  discussion — 

"Rule  42  (a.)  Officers  of  the  Post  Office, 
having  been  relieved  of  the  electoral  disabilitie? 
to  which  they  were  formerly  subject,  are  now 
eligible  to  be  placed  on  the  Parliameatary 
register,  and  to  vote  at  a  Parliamentary  election. 
Nevertheless,  it  is  expected  of  them  as  public 
servants  that  they  should  maintain  a  certain 
reserve  in  political  matters,  and  not  put  them- 
selves forward  on  one  sitle  or  the  other." 

The  two  substantial  rules  are — 

*'  That  no  postmaster,  sub- post  master,  or 
other  servant  of  the  Department  shall  serve  on  a 
committee  having  for  its  object  to  promote 
or  prevent  the  return  of  a  particular  candidate 
to  Parliament." 

"  That  he  shall  not  support  or  oppose  any 
particular  candidate  or  Party  either  by  publift 
speaking  or  writing." 

These  are  the  regulations  which  really 
'  affect  the  matter.     Then  there  is  also  the 


Mr.  STANLEY  WILSON  :    I  quoted 
your  words. 

Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON  :  The  hon. 
Member  said  that  these  rules  apply  to 
individuals,  but  in  interpreting  them  I 
have  to  see,  if  individuals  aggregate 
themselves,  what  will  be  their  conduct 
as  associations.  As  a  matter  of  fact, 
these  particular  rules  apply  to  the  in- 
dividual. It  is  the  individual  officer, 
and  not  an  association,  who  would 
come  under  disciplinary  action  if,  in  any 
case,  an  association,  or  a  member  of 
it,  infringed  the  rules  of  the  Post  Office. 
I  hope  hon.  Gentlemen  do  not  think 
that  I  was  quibbling  in  that  respect. 
I  was  only  using  ordinary  terms,  and  it  ^ 
is  quite  clear  that  I  have  no  power  as 
head  of  the  Post  Office  to  act  against  ' 
an  association  as  such,  but  I  have  power 
to  act  against  any  individual  officers 
who     may     form    an     association    and 


Treasury,  he  was  dealing  with  the  Civil 
Service  as  a  whole.    He  said — 

"  The  only  restriction  by  the  custom  of  tbd 
public  service  on  persons  employed  is  that 
persons  in  the  permanent  employment  of  tha 
State  shall  not  take  a  prominent  or  active 
part  in  political  contests,  and  it  is  not  intended 
in  future  that  any  other  restrictive  rule  should 
be  imposed  on  the  service  of  the  Post  Office." 

That  is  to  say,  Post  Office  servants  can 
vote  or  join  any  association  they  like, 
and  they  can  either  individually  or  in  the 
aggregate  subscribe  to  any  association 
or  society  they  choose  ;  they  can  prac- 
tically take  an  interest  in  party  politics 
so  long  as  they  maintain  a  certain  reserve 
in  political  matters.  That  is  the  rule 
that  governs  the  action,  not  only  of 
Post  Office  servants,  but  the  whole  of  the 
Civil  Service.  I  confess  that  the  guidance 
of  these  rules  is  not  very  great,  and  they 
have  to  be  interpreted  partly  by  common 
sense,  as  far  as  I  am  able  to  exercise  any 
amount  of  that  quality.  I  quite  agree 
that  the  Postmaster-General  has  to 
interpret  them  with  equity  and  inv 
partiality,  and  the  policy  t  have  laid 
down  for  myself  in  regard  to  this  matter 
is  this — to  give  the  maximum  amount  of 
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liberty  to  Post  Office  servants  as  Civil 
servants  which  is  consistent  with  the 
words  I  have  read,  namely  :  '*  that  they 
should  maintain  a  certain  reserve  in 
political  matters."  I  confess  that  I  see 
no  objection  whatever  to  Post  Office 
or  other  Civil  servants  forming  themselves 
into  associations  or  societies.  I  do  not 
think  it  would  be  a  disadvantage  to 
encourage  them  to  take  an  intelligent 
interest  in  the  problems  of  the  day 
which  they  have,  with  others,  to  decide 
by  their  votes  when  the  election  comes. 
The  more  interest  they  take  in  politics 
generally,  perhaps  the  less  they  will  be 
inclined  to  take  in  the  permanent  officials 
of  the  Department,  and,  in  particular, 
the  Postmaster-General.  We  are  not 
dealing,  of  course,  with  benefit  and  other 
societies,  but  with  political  societies, 
f  An  Hon.  Member  :  The  Fawcett 
Association.!  That  is  an  association  of 
Post  Office  servants  which  is  in  a  totally 
different  position  from  the  trade  union 
societies  of  the  Post  Office,  and  it  is  in  a 
totally  different  position  from  the  organi- 
sations to  which  the  hon.  Member  who 
xnoved  the  Amendment  referred.  They 
are  associations  of  Port  Office  servants  to 
deal  with  Post  Office  questions,  and  I 
think  that  everyone  will  admit  that  they 
are  in  quite  a  different  category  from 
f>olitical  associations,  and  accordingly 
they  are  entitled  to  recognition. 

An  HON.  MEMBER:  Would  they 
be  entitled  to  affiliate  themselves  with 
organisations    outside  ? 


Supply. 


308 


deavouring  to  deal  with  a  matter  which 
has  always  been  dealt  with  by  the  Post 
Office  and  other  Departments  of  the 
Civil  Service  which  considered  whether 
the  State  ought  to  interfere  with  the 
discretion  of  individuals  and  assoi^iations. 


Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON  :  Some  of 
these  associations  have  been  going  on 
for  twenty  years  and  it  has  never  been 
held  that  being  solely  associations  of 
Post  Office  servants  for  Post  Office 
questions,  they  should  not  be  allowed 
to  become  affiliated  with  organisations 
outside.  I  mean  with  the  Trade  Union 
Congress  and  other  associations  of  that 
sort. 


Mr.    SAMUEL    ROBERTS: 

is  the  subscription  ? 


What 


Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON  :  I  hope 
the  hon.  Gentleman  will  understand  that 
I  am  not  laying  down  rules  and  regula- 
tiona  out  of  my  own  head.     I  am  en- 

J^r.  Sydney  Buxton. 


Mr.  T.  L.  CORBETT:  I  invite  the 
right  hon.  Grentleman's  attention  to  the 
fact  that  this  association  contributed 
£53  lOs.  to  the  Labour  Party.  Does 
that  involve  the  association  r.s  connected 
with  a  political  party  ? 

Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON:  Wh^t  I 
say  is  that  I  do  not  propose  to  lay  down 
the  rule  that  subscriptions  from  in- 
dividuals or  associatiors  in  the  Civil 
Service  constitute  in  themselves  any 
infringement  of  the  rule  against  taking 
part  in  politics  outside.  Of  course,  a 
more  difficult  question  is  that  to  which 
reference  has  been  made  by  the  hon. 
Member  who  moved  the  reduction  of 
the  Vote,  viz.,  the  question  of  political 
societies  or  associations  not  for  Post  Office 
purposes,  but  for  educational  purposes 
inside  the  Post  Office.  I  am  not,  as  a 
rule,  asked  for  permission  for  these 
associations  to  be  formed,  and  when  they 
are  formed  the  onl>  question  that  arises  is 
whether  or  not  they  carry  out  the  regida- 
tions  of  the  Post  Office.  Anyone  may 
form  such  an  association  in  the  Post 
Office,  but  they  take  the  risk,  if  they 
break  the  regtdations,  of  being  brought 
under  the  disciplinary  observation  of 
their  superior  officer.  The  rule  I  have 
endeavoured  to  carry  out  in  this  matter 
is  that  a  certain  reserve  in  political 
matters  should  be  observed.  If  these 
associations  appear  to  me  to  be  what 
they  protess,  and  are  carried  on  for 
educational  pui poses  inside  the  Post 
Office,  they  are  treated  as  non-political 
if  they  do  not  take  an  active  part 
in  politics,  but  carry  out  the  regulations 
I  have  referred  to.  It  appears  to  me 
that  a  pretty  clear  line  can  be  drawn 
in  th»8  matter.  If  an  association  is  merely 
a  branch  of  an  existing  association  out- 
side and  takes  part  in  party  politics, 
and  cannot  be  dissociated  from  the 
parent  body,  and  must  therefore  take 
an  active  part  in  party  politics  outside, 
it  comts  within  the  rule;  but  if  the 
association  is  constituted  for  purposes 
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inside  the  Post  Office  and  exercises  in ' 
the  Post  Office  its  functions  with  due 
discretion  and  does  not  take  part  in 
active  party  politics  outside,  it  seems 
to  me  that  a  distinction  can  be  drawn 
under  the  regulations,  and  as  long  as 
that  association  does  not  contravene 
the  regulations  I  should  propose  that  it 
be  allowed  to  continue.  I  have  laid 
down  exactly  the  same  rule  for  all  asso- 
ciations, although  the  hon.  Member 
who  moved  the  reduction  of  the  Vote  did 
not  think  I  had.  It  seems  to  be  thought 
that  I  have  dealt  out  a  different  measure 
to  the  Primrose  League  than  to  other 
associations.  I  was  asked  whether  I 
would  object  to  a  branch  of  the  Primrose 
League  being  formed  in  the  Post  Office. 
I  pointed  out  that  the  league,  being  as 
I  believed,  a  poUtical  organisation,  it 
did  not  seem  right  that  officers  of  the 
Post  Office  should  take  office  under  it, 
because  by  doing  so  they  would  be 
breaking  the  regulations.  I  understood 
that  the  habitation  could  not  be- 
formed  without  their  taking  office  under 
the  Primrose  League.  I  am  glad  to 
think  that  those  persons  who  are  in- 
terested in  the  matter,  recognising  that 
by  so  doing  they  would  be  breaking 
the  regulation?,  have  done  what  I  should 
have  expected.  They  have  formed  in- 
side the  Post  Office  a  constitutional 
society  with  a  constitution  which  is, 
I  believe,  the  constitution  of  the  Prim- 
rose League.  This  body,  however,  is 
not  connected  with  the  Primrose  League, 
and,  therefore,  it  is  not  brought  into 
contact  with  active  party  politics.  So 
&r  as  I  am  aware,  the  position  is  the 
same  in  the  case  of  the  Socialist  organisa- 
tion called  the  Pioneer  League.  That 
league  was  started  before  I  came  into 
office  and  I  am  not  responsible  for  its 
creation,  but  the  hon.  Member  has 
perhaps,  hardly  given  a  fair  account  of 
it.  My  attention  was  called  to  it  after  the 
House  met,  and  on  making  inquiries  I 
found  that  that  particular  league  had 
been  wound  up,  and  that  the  members 
had  joined  another  Socialist  association 
within  the  Civil  Service,  the  basis  of 
which  is  found  in  the  principles  laid 
down  in  the  3rd  Rule  of  that  body,  viz. : 
"  The  object  of  the  society  is  to  educate 
the  memberH  of  the  service  in  the  principles  of 
Socialism  ;  political  action  is  to  be  outside  its 
province,  and  the  general  funds  are  not  to  be 
wed  for  any  other  organisation.** 


An  HON.  MEMBER  (on  the  Opposi* 
TioN  Benches) :    They  are. 

Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON:  It  appeared 
to  me  under  these  circumstances  that  that 
association  came  within  the  interpreta- 
tion which  I  have  ventured  to  give  to  the 
regulations.  Those  who  desired  a  habita- 
tion of  the  Primrose  League  have  formed 
such  an  association  and  will  be  able  to 
carry  on  their  very  excellent  work  within 
the  Post  Office.  The  S:>cidli8t  League 
has  come  within  the  regulations  and 
formed  a  self-supporting,  independent 
body  instead  of  the  old  society.  The 
same  principle  has  been  followed  in  the 
case"  of  the  Free  Trade  League.  As  to 
the  Tariff  Reform  League,  I  drew  atten- 
tion to  the  fact  that  it  was  affiliated 
outside,  and  I  understand  that  the 
secretary  has  undertaken  to  lay  the 
matter  before  the  committee,  and  I  expect 
from  what  the  secretary  has  said  that 
they  also  will  bring'  themselves  under 
the  regulations.  Therefore,  whether  hon. 
Members  agree  or  not  with  me  in  the 
interpretation  I  have  given  to  these 
rules,  which  are  not  very  easy  to  inter- 
pret, I  say  I  have  dealt  exactly  in  the 
same  way  with  the  Primrose  League  as 
with  the  Socialist  League,  the  Free  Trade 
League,  and  the  Tariff  Reform  League. 
An  hon.  Member  urged  that  I  ought  to 
have  admitted  the  Primrose  League  at 
once,  because  it  was  not  a  political 
organisation  taking  an  active  part  in 
party  politics.  I  do  not  desire  to  discuss 
the  constitution  of  the  Primrose  League, 
because  hon.  Members  opposite  know  more 
about  it  than  I  do.  However,  on  Saturday 
last,  I  was  reading  Sir  H.  Drummond 
Wolff's  "  Memoirs,"  in  which  I  found  the 
following  passage  which  disposes  of  the 
allegation  that  the  Primrose  League  is  not 
a  political  organisation — 

"  After  leaving  finally  in  1881  we  founded 
the  Primrose  League  with  the  details  of  which 
I  was  concerned.  In  1884  matters  were  suffi- 
ciently ripe  to  invite  the  co-operation  of  the 
two  leaders  in  promoting  the  prospects  of  the 
Conservative  Party.  We  offered  Lord  Salis- 
bury, and  Sir  Stafford  Northcote  the  highest 
offices  in  the  league,  and  these  offices  were 
accepted.'* 

That  shows  that  those*  who  founded 
the  league  intended  it  for  the  purpose  of 
promoting  the  success  of  the  Conservative 
Party,  and  yet  hon.  Members  ^\\L  ^a*-^  ^ 
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is  not  an  association  which  takes  an 
active  part  in  party  politics  !  The  hon. 
Member  who  spoke  last  alleged  or  in- 
sinuated that  the  constitution  of  the 
Socialist  League,  which  provided  that 
they  would  take  no  political  action  out- 
side its  province  and  that  the  general 
funds  were  not  to  be  used  for  any  other 
organisation,  was  a  mere  blind.  The 
same  might  be  said  as  true  of  the  Con- 
stitutional Society,  and  that  that  society 
is  also  going  to  take  a  part  in  party 
politics. 

Mr.  RAWLINSON  (Cambridge  Uni- 
versity) :  I  ask  why  we  should  have 
unequal  treatment. 

Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON:  I  have 
endeavoured  to  explain  to  the  best 
of  my  ability  that  I  have  treated 
all  the  associations  exactly  in  the  same 
way,  and  that  they  have  all  brought 
themselves  within  the  regulations. 
[An  Hon.  Member:  "What  about  the 
Primrose  League  ? "]  The  Primrose 
League  is  a  constitutional  movement 
which  exists  in  the  Post  Office  at  the  pre- 
sent moment.  They  have  chosen  the  right 
way  to  do  it ;  they  have  brought  them- 
selves under  the  regulations,  and  I  have 
treated  them  in  exactly  the  same  way  as  I 
have  treated  other  organisations.  I  am 
prepared  to  believe  that  the  Post  Office 
servants  in  dealing  with  these  matters  are 
not  putting  before  me  mere  paper  constitu- 
tions or  making  use  of  their  profes- 
sions as  a  blind,  but  that  they 
intend  these  societies  to  be  genuinely 
what  they  profess  to  be,  educating 
societies;  but  at  the  sane  time  if  in 
any  particular  case  my  attention  is 
called  to  a  breach  of  these  regulations  I 
shall  not  hesitate  to  take  disciplinary 
action  against  any  of  these  societies.  I 
apologise  to  the  Committee  for  detaining 
them  so  long,  but  I  have  had  to  explain 
all  these  matters  more  than  once.  I  may 
have  failed,  but  as  far  as  I  am  concerned 
my  object  has  been  to  do  even-handed 
justice  to  all  these  associations,  but  they 
must  conform  to  the  rules  and  regulations 
of  the  Post  Office  and  endeavour  to  carry 
them  out. 

Mr.  STUART  WORTLEY  (Sheffield, 
Hallam) :  It  gets  more  and  more  difficult 

Mr,  Sydney  Buxkm. 


as  we  go  along  to  analyse  the  principles 
of  the  Postmaster-Greneral's  action,  or 
indeed  to  discover  if  there  are  any  under- 
lying principles  at  all.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  claims  that  he  has  acted 
with  justice  and  impartiality,  but  his 
action  is  so  enshrouded  and  surrounded 
by  a  nebulous  vapour  of  confused  prin- 
ciples that  it  is  almost  impossible  to 
discover  if  there  is  anything  lying  behind. 
The  fact  is,  as  I  believe,  that  the  right 
hon.  Grentleman  has  got  hopelessly  away 
from  the  fundamental  principles  of  the 
rules  laid  down  by  Mr.  Gladstone.  The 
groundwork  of  the  fallacy  of  the  right 
hon.  Grentleman  is  to  be  found  in  the 
use  of  the  words  :  "  inside  the  Post 
Office."  I  do  not  believe  that  the  old 
regulations  were  intended,  or  in  the 
early  stages  had  the  effect,  of  permitting 
Post  Office  servants  to  use  either  Post 
Office  organisation,  or  Post  Office  titles^ 
or  premises  as  a  basis  of  political  opera- 
tions. There  can  be  only  two  supreme 
tests.  One  is  to  ask  what  other  use  can 
the  titles  of  Post  Office  Socialists,  or 
Post  Office  Conservatives,  or  Post  Office 
Primrose  Leaguers  have,  except  the 
purpose  of  getting  that  added  prestige, 
that  superior  organisation,  that  higher 
power  of  raising  subscriptions  which 
possibly  arises  from  the  fa'^t  that  the 
members  meet  constantly  in  the  &ame 
place  by  virtue  of  their  being  employed 
in  the  same  service.  It  is  not  for  the 
benefit  of  the  State  that  this  should  be 
permitted.  The  fullest  liberty  should 
be  given  to  them  off  duty  to  organise 
themselves  as  private  citizens  as  they 
think  proper.  I  mentioned  two  tests. 
The  other  test  is  when  individuals  or 
associations  begin  to  attempt  to  affect 
the  composition  of  this  House  by  pro- 
moting the  return  of  a  Member  or  a 
group  of  Members.  It  is  idle  for  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  to  maintain  in 
these  days  that  Socialism  is  not  a  political 
agitation.  The  mere  fact  that  the 
Socialist  Party  and  the  Socialist  propa- 
ganda are  opposed  to  the  two  old  Parties 
of  the  House  makes  it  obvious  that 
it  is  a  political  party  on  the  same  footing 
as  other  political  parties,  even  if  there 
were  no  other  equally  cogent  reasons 
for  seeing  how  its  operations  and  aims 
stand  in  relation  to  those  of  the  old 
political  parties.  I  think  I  have  indi- 
cated   with    much    respect    where    the 
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fallacy  of  the  right  hon.  Crentleman  lies, 
and  I  think  all  these  political  parties 
ought  not  to  exist  in  the  Post  Office  at 
all,  and  that  the  employees  ought  not 
to  be  allowed  to  do  anything  to  use 
their  official  position  to  further  their 
political  ends. 

*Mr.  MADDISON  (Burnley)  considered 
that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  dis- 
posed of  any  grievance  hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite  might  think  they  had  in  regard 
to  partial  treatment,  as  before  the  Post- 
master-Greneral  spoke  he  thought  that 
the  Primrose  League  had  been  debarred 
while  the  Socialist  League  had  been 
called  into  being.  That,  however,  had 
not  been  the  case,  because  the  Primrose 
League  now  took  the  form  of  the  Con- 
stitutional Association,  but  it  seemed 
to  him  that  the  right  hon.  Crentleman 
had  reduced  the  whole  thing  to  an 
absurdity.  Here  was  the  Primrose 
League  wanting  to  get  inside  the  Post 
Office.  Why  they  should  do  so  he  did 
not  know.  They  could  not  get  in  because 
they  had  a  parent  body  outside,  but 
the  right  hon.  (Jentleman  helped  them 
to  get  out  of  that:  they  became 
the  Constitutional  Association,  and  were 
doing  exactly  the  same  thing  as  the 
Primrose  Iieague.  By  some  sort  of 
metaphysics  he  could  not  understand 
they  were  to  be  allowed  as  a  Constitu- 
tional Association  to  go  on  educating 
Post  Office  officials  in  Primrose  League 
doctrines  and  the  principles  of  Conser- 
vatism. How  the  right  hon.  (Jentleman 
could  go  on  telling  the  Committee  that 
the  Socialistic  League  was  non-political 
he  could  not  for  the  life  of  him  under- 
stand. Its  purpose  was  to  educate. 
Was  not  that  the  purpose  of  all  political 
organisations,  although  he  was  aware 
that  some  of  them  did  a  little  more 
than  that.  What  did  they  educate 
in  ?  The  economics  of  Socialism,  which 
they  could  not  separate  from  its  politics. 
The  proof  of  that  was  that  when  a  certain 
comrade  of  theirs  was  returned  as  a 
revolutionary  Socialist  they  at  once 
sent  him  a  congratulatory  telegram,  and 
he  at  once  replied,  and  they  subscribed 
to  his  election  expenses.  Was  that 
education  ?  Putting  aside  philanthropic 
and  charitable  organisations  and  trade 
unions  as  arguable  from  another  stand- 
point — ^leaving  them  out  of  view  alto- 1 
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gether,  he  thought  it  was  altogether 
against  public  policy  to  allow  a  political 
association  or  organisation  to  use  the 
name  of  any  Department  of  State  in 
any  form  whatever.  Leb  then  suppose 
that  this  principle  were  applied  to 
trading  firms.  They  would  have  a 
Peter  Robinson  Primrose  League,  or  a 
Whiteley  Socialist  League,  or  a  Wallis 
Free  Trade  League,  or  a  Marshall  and 
Snelgrove  Tariff  Reform  League.  They 
did  not  expect  a  Government  Depart- 
ment to  be  carried  on  on  such  business 
lines  as  private  concerns,  but  still 
they  thought  a  Government  system 
should  have  some  approximation  to 
the  methods  of  business  men.  He  thought 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  was  getting 
himself  more  and  more  tied  up  every 
time  he  dealt  with  the  subject,  and 
the  best,  indeed  the  only  way,  wa» 
to  clear  out  of  the  Post  Office  and 
every  other  Department,  all  political 
associations,  whether  they  were  Socialist^ 
Primrose  League,  tariff  reformers,  young 
Liberals,  or  old  Tories,  or  anything 
else.  That  would  not  interfere  with 
individual  liberty.  There  were  many  other 
associations — two  of  the  best  and  gentlest 
men  he  ever  met  were  philosophic 
anarchists  who  did  everything  by  pro* 
paganda — which  could  come  crowding 
in  and  say  their  objects  were  educa* 
tional  and  not  political  and  would 
equally  send  congratulatory  telegrams 
to  their  colleagues  on  their  return  to 
Parliament. 

Earl  WINTERTON  (Sussex^ 
Horsham)  said  he  was  afraid  the  hon. 
Gentleman  who  had  just  spoken  was  one 
of  those  philanderers  to  which  reference 
had  been  made.  [Mr.  Maddison  :  What  is 
a  philanderer  ?]  He  did  not  know,  but  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  used  the  phrase 
in  speaking  on  Saturday  last.  No  one 
could  complain  that  there  was  anything 
in  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  speech 
which  was  in  the  least  unfair  or  to  which 
anyone  could  object,  but  their  argument 
was  that  either  no  organisations  should 
be  allowed  in  the  Post  Office,  or  they  must 
have  equal  treatment.  He  rather  dis- 
sented from  the  view  of  his  hon.  friend 
the  Member  for  Sheffield  in  thinking  that 
the  Primrose  League  was  not  political. 
He  dissented  from  his  view;  he 
thought   that  it  was  wholly  party  and 
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political.  But  that  was  not  the  point. 
Let  them  say  it  was  party  and  political ; 
what  was  the  Socialist  League  ? 
Therefore  they  demanded  equal  treat- 
ment for  any  political  league  if  it  wa) 
allowed  to  exist  inside  the  Post  Office. 
They  had  not  the  least  objection  to  the 
Pioneer  Socialist  League,  because  if  they 
carried  on  their  propaganda  they  would 
make  more  Conservatives  in  a  month 
than  they  on  that  side,  could  in  a  year ; 
but  if  they  were  allowed  to  form  associa- 
tions in  the  Post  Office  the  party  on 
that  side  of  the  House  should  also  have 
«n  equal  right  to  do  so.  He  was 
Bure  that  not  a  single  hon.  Member 
opposite  who  listened  to  the  speech  of 
the  Postmaster-Greneral  could  tell  the 
Committee  what  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
meant.  He  was  quite  at  a  loss  to  under- 
stand the  distinction  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  appeared  to  draw  between 
a  branch  and  an  affiliation.  It  seemed 
to  him  to  be  a  quibble.  Here  was 
the  Pioneer  Socialist  League  formed 
for  the  propagation  of  Socialist  views, 
which  had  practically  taken  part  in  an 
election,  and  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
said  that  that  was  not  political;  where- 
as another  of  a  similar  character  was 
eaid  to  be  political.  Here  was  this  asso- 
ciation which  was  political,  and  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  could  not  allow  another 
association  to  be  formed,  because  it  was 
political.  That  was  exactly  how  the 
position  stood.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man had  done  nothing  to  show  what  was 
the  difference  between  the  two,  and  he 
thought  it  would  be  far  better  had  he  ad- 
mitted that  he  had  added  another  act  of 
gaucherie  to  those  which  were  committed 
by  this  Government  every  day. 

Mr.  BRODIE  (Surrey,  Rcigate)  said  he 
■could  not  refn  in  from  responding  to  the 
challenge  which  had  been  thrown  out  bv 
the  noble  Lord  that  nobody  on  that  side 
of  the  House  who  had  listened  to  the 
speech  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  <  ould 
possibly  understand  what  he  meant.  It 
lieemcd  to  him  perfectly  clear,  though 
hon.  Members  opposite  had  entirely  failed 
to  catch  the  point  which  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  again  and  again  en- 
deavoured to  drive  home.  As  far  as  he 
understood,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
desired  to  differentiate  between  general 
political   associations    which   were    well 
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known  throughout  the  country  and 
leagues  or  associations  formed  inside  the 
Post  Office  for  propagating  various 
principles.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
had  also  made  it  perfectly  clear  that  the 
Pioneer  Socialist  League  was  simply  an 
association  within  the  Post  Office  itself, 
intended  to  propagate  Socialist  princi- 
ples, and  that  under  the  rules  previously 
1  id  down  there  was  no  reason  to  inter- 
fere with  that  society.  He  h^d  shown 
himself  perfectly  .willing  to  .  How  similar 
associations  to  propagate  other  principles. 
There  was  now  formed  within  the  Post 
Office  an  association  which,  though  not  a 
Habitation  of  the  Primrose  League, 
propagated  the  principles,  such  as  they 
were,  of  the  Primrose  League,  a  Free 
Trade  Association,  and  apparently  a 
TarifE  Reform  Association,  but  not  one  of 
these  associations  had  any  direct  con- 
nection or  affilaition  with  outside  bodier  • 


Mr.  JESSE  COLLINGS  (Birming- 
ham, Bordesley) :  I  have  listened  to 
the  remarks  of  the  last  speaker,  and  I 
do  not  understand  them  at  all.  If 
that  is  the  interpretation  of  the  speech 
of  my  right  hon.  friend  opposite  there 
is  not  much  to  be  si«id.  I  hope  the 
Postmaster- General  is  going  to  say  some- 
thing more.  The  issue  is  a  very  clear 
one.  As  the  hon.  Member  for  Bum  lev 
put  it,  it  is  a  question  of  excluding  all 
political  combinations  in  the  Post  Office, 
or  allowing  all  of  them.  Will  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  answer  that  %  YfhsX 
does  he  propose  to  do  ?  It  appears  to 
every  Member  of  the  Committee  that  the 
distinction  he  endeavoured  to  draw 
between  the  Primrose  League  and  the 
other  associations  is  too  flimsy  to  be 
maintained  for  a  moment.  T  am  quite 
certain  that  he  is  not  satisfied  with  it 
himself.  It  has  been  shown  that  all 
those  other  associations  are,  if  not 
affiliated,  in  direct  connection  with 
outsiders.  I  am  not  blaming  the 
Socialistic  Party,  but  to  say  that  they  are 
not  political  is  as  absurd  as  to  say  that 
the  Primrose  League  is  not  political.  Of 
course  they  are.  What  else  do  they 
exist  for  ?  Are  they  to  be  a  sort  of 
debating  society  1  They  are  political, 
and  what  we  want  to  know  from  my 
right  hon.  friend  is,  is  he  prepared  to 
mete  out  equal  treatment  to  all  ?  Is 
he  prepared  to  admit  them  all  or  to 
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forbid  them  all  ?  My  right  hon.  friend 
th3  Member  for  the  Hallam  Division 
put  the  matter  very  fairly  when 
he  said  that  the  strength  of  these 
associations  inside  the  Post  Office  is 
their  governmental  character.  They  are 
Post  OfiRce  associations,  and  therefore 
have  a  value  and  power  that  they  would 
not » have  if  they  were  mere  outsiders. 
Will  my  right  hon.  friend  tell  the  Com- 
mittee whether  he  is  prepared  to  do 
away  with  all  these  associations  inside 
the  Post  Office,  which  I  think  is  the 
best  plan,  leaving  them  as  individuals 
absolute  freedom  to  do  what  they  like 
outside  their  business  hours,  or  if  he  is 
not  prepared  to  do  that,  is  he  prepared 
to  admit  them  all  on  equal  terms  ?  I 
am  sure  my  right  hon.  friend  is  the 
last  man  in  the  House  that  we  would 
like  to  worry  in  any  way.  I  have 
always  felt  that  he  is  so  superior  to  us, 
that  his  political  righteousness  is  a 
standing  reflection  to  the  ordinary  Parlia- 
mentary sinner.  But  pold  is  not  much 
use  for  everyday  work  unless  it  has 
a  little  alloy  in  it.  Whenever  I  think 
of  my  right  hon.  friend  I  think  of  some 
lines  by  Mr.  Seaman,  the  gifted  editor 
of  Punchy  when  speaking  of  another 
important  character  he  said — 

**  It  is  not  given  to  everyone  to  be  wise,  but 
they  should  be  good*" 

I  hope  my  right  hon.  friend  will  not 
allow  this  debate  to  be  of  no  service. 
If  the  matter  rests  where  it  is,  the 
difficulty  will  be  continued,  and  we  shall 
have  question  after  question  addressed 
to  him,  whereas  it  lies  in  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman's  power  now  to  say  in  language 
which  the  Committee  can  understand 
and  with  whi^h  it  will  be  satisfied: 
'*  I  will  abolish  or  forbid  political 
associations  inside  the  Post  Office, 
as  we  should  do  in  any  mercantile 
or  other  business  undertaking;  or 
if  I  do  permit  one  I  will  permit  all,  and 
treat  them  all  alike."  If  my  right  hon. 
friend  will  in  a  few  wonis,  without 
mixing  it  up  with  all  the  verbiage  of 
which  he  is  somewhat  a  master,  say  one 
of  these  two  things,  he  wouli  settle  the 
question  for  all  time.  I  believe  the 
abolition  of  all  these  associations  inside 
the  Post  Office  would  be  the  best  solution 
of  all.  If  the  members  of  the  Post 
Office   want  to  engage  in  party  politics 


they  have  perfect  freedo  m  to  do  so,  but 
not  to  take  the  prestige  of  a  great  public 
department  to  back  them  up.  If  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  would  do  that 
he  would  save  himself  a  great  deal  of 
trouble,  he  wo  jld  lay  down  the  principles 
of  Post  Office  management  on  the  only 
true  Unes,aDdhe  would  settle  this  question 
altogether. 

Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON  :  After  the 
very  kindly  appeal  of  my  right 
hon.  friend  the  Committee  will  let  me 
say  one  or  two  words  in  reply, 
I  can  assure  my  right  hon.  friend  that 
I  had  no  desire  in  what  I  said  before 
by  verbiage  to  cover  the  point.  I  made 
it  perfectly  clear  that  as  far  as  I  am 
concerned  I  have  endeavoured  and  shall 
certainly  in  the  future  endeavour  to 
treat  all  those  associations  on  identically 
the  same  terms.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man asked  me  whether  I  would  either 
prohibit  them  all  or  admit  them  on  the 
same  terms.  I  said  in  my  speech  that  I 
do  not  think  these  associations  when  they 
are  carried  on  on  proper  lines  make 
for  harm.  I  think  on  the  whole  they 
make  for  good.  After  all,  these  Post 
Office  servants  have  votes,  and  I  do  not 
see  why  they  should  not  be  encouraged 
to  discuss  political  matters  from  an 
educational  point  of  view  as  Post  Office 
servants  and  to  form  associations  amongst 
themselves.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
seems  to  think  they  do  it  in  Post  Office 
time.  They  do  not.  If  they  did  that 
they  would  not  remain  long  as  Post 
Office  servants.  But  meeting  together 
day  by  day,  I  do  not  think  it  is  unnatural 
that  they  should  desire  to  form  associa- 
tions of  this  kind,  and  I  for  one  do  not 
think  them  harmful.  Therefore,  I  am 
not  disposed  to  prohibit  them,  especially 
as,  after  all,  I  have  not  been  the  first  to 
admit  them.  They  have  been  there 
a  good  many  years,  and  it  would  be  a 
totally  new  departure  for  the  Civil 
Service  to  prohibit  them.  It  has  been 
my  intention  to  maintain  absolute 
equality,  and  I  desire  with  regard  to  this 
matter  that  the  Postmaster-General 
should  know  no  politics  whatever. 
I  have  not  said  one  is  more 
political  than  another.  I  have  said 
they  must  all  come  under  the  regulations 
which  say  they  must  maintain  a  certain 
reserve  in  political  matters,  and  I  judge 
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<jach  case  on  its  merits.  If  my  attention 
is  called  to  a  breach  of  these  regulations 
I  can  assure  my  right  hon.  friend  I  will 
carry  them  out  with  full  impartiality. 
i  hope  I  have  answered  the  question 
as  kindly  and  as  shortly  as  possible. 

Mr.  STANLEY  WILSON 
said  he  could  not  help  feeling 
astonished  at  the  speech  made  by 
the  Postmaster  -  General.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  kept  reiterating  that  he 
was  endeavouring  to  treat  the  question 
with  impartiality,  and  yet  he  absolutely 
refused  to  do  so.  What  they  should  do 
now  would  be  to  demand  that  he  either 
withdrew  the  restrictions  he  had  placed 
on  the  Primrose  League  or  exclude  every 
other  sort  of  political  organisation  from 
the  Post  Office. 

Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON :  Have  I 
imposed  on  the  Primrose  League  any 
restrictions  not  imposed  on  any  other 
organisation  ? 

Mr.  STANLEY  WILSON  said  that 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  allowed 
two  associations  in  the  Post  Office  which 
were  affiliated  to  a  political  party.  He 
had  told  them  that  the  Fawcett  Associa- 
tion took  no  part  in  political  discussions 
of  any  sort,  but  he  had  a  copy  of  the 
Post,  the  organ  of  the  Fawcett  Associa- 
tion, which,  he  had  no  doubt,  was  known 
to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman.  He  found 
that  the  association  sent  to  the  National 
Conference  at  Hull  delegates  from  the 
Post  Office.  That  must  show  that  it  was 
distinctly  affiliated  to  the  Labour  Party. 
There  was  a  report  in  the  paper,  signed 
by  the  delegates  who  went  to  the  Con- 
ference, and  with  the  permission  of  the 
Committee  he  would  read  their  con- 
cluding remarks.     They  said — 

"  We  strongly  recommend  adhesion  to  the 
Labour  Party  as  the  one  to  which  we  can  as  a 
right  look  for  help  when  needed.  It^  record  is 
one^to  be  proud  of,  and  it  will  undoubtedly 
do  much  to  improve  the  condition  of  the  workers 
in^the  days  to  come,  and  in  that  improvement 

Mr.  Sydney  Buxkm^ 


We  will  share  if  only  we  maintain  our  right 
to  a  voice  and  a  vote  in  the  policy  of  the  party." 

Could  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  therefore 
tell  them  that  thp  Fawcett  Association 
took  no  part  in  political  discussions  of 
any  sort  ?  They  demanded  either  the 
withdrawal  of  the  restrictions  imposed 
on  the  Primrose  League,  or  the  exclusion 
of  the  organisations  which  existed  at  the 
present  time.  Why  did  not  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  mete  out  the  same 
treatment  to  them  all  1  He  did  not  know 
whether  he  would  be  in  order  in  saying : 
"  Let  them  all  come."  Let  the  Socialist 
League,  the  Primrose  League,  the  Free 
Trade  League,  and  the  Tariff  Reform 
League  have  equal  rights  and  privileges. 
That  was  their  demand  and  that  was 
what  they  asked  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man to  do. 

Sir  henry  CRAIK  (Glasgow  and 
Aberdeen  Universities)  said  that  he  would 
not  have  intervened  in  the  debate  only  he 
thought,  as  a  Civil  servant  for  some 
thirty-five  years,  he  had  a  right  to  speak 
on  this  matter.  He  would  not,  however, 
detain  the  Committee  more  than  a 
few  moments.  It  was  perfectly  well 
known  in  the  Civil  Service  that  any  one 
whose  opinion  had  any  weight  was  strictly 
precluded  from  taking  part  iu  political 
life.  For  thirty-five  years  he  himself 
never  gave  a  vote,  and  never  took  any 
part  in  any  political  organisation,  and 
never  attended  any  political  meetings. 
Anyone  knew  that  a  person  occap3ring  a 
responsible  position  in  the  Civil  Service 
would  not  be  allowed  to  take  such  a 
part.  The  right  hon.  (Jentleman  had  said 
that  the  same  rule  applied  to  every  public 
office.  He  distinctly  traversed  that  state- 
ment. In  not  a  single  public  office,  ex- 
cept that  over  which  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  presided  would  such  organisa- 
tions be  permitted.  What  would  have 
happened  if  the  Education  Office, to  which 
he  belonged,  had  had  a  Primrose  League, 
a  Socialist  League,  a  Tariff  Reform 
League,    and    a    Free    Trade   League  ? 


821  Supply, 

The  thing  would  have  been  stamped  out 
at  once,  and  rightly  so.  Everybody 
knew  that  the  Post  OfiRce  stood  on  a 
totally  different  footing  from  any  other 
Public  I^epartment  in  the  State.  It  was 
the  largest  employer  of  labour  in  the 
country,  and  what  could  interfere  more 
with  the  administration  of  the  Post  Office 
and  with  the  rights  of  the  taxpayers  as 
compared  with  the  employees  of  the  Post 
Office  than  the  existence  of  an  organisa- 
tion which  was  in  strict  alliance  with  the 
Labour  Party  below  the  gangway  ? 
They  said  boldly  that  that  was  the 
reason  for  the  preference  given  by  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman.  It  was  only  in 
that  office  that  these  societies  were 
allowed  to  exbt.  Everybody  knew  what 
was  the  aim  of  the  Labour  League,  and 
that  it  would  increase  the  burden  upon 
the  taxpayers.  Everybody  knew  that 
the  right  hon.   Gentleman  himself  had 
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been  compelled  to  jdeld  to  the  demands  the 
Labour  leaders  had  forced  upon  him. 
It  was  for  that  reason  that  they  declined 
to  accept  the  assurance  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman.  He  asked  him  to  exclude 
from  the  Post  Office  as  from  every  other 
office  imder  the  Crown  these  political 
organisations  of  whatever  colour.  He 
was  perfectly  certain  that  the  concession, 
defended  in  whatever  specious  phrase- 
ology, was  chiefly  made  in  the  interests 
of  the  Socialist  League,  which  was  really 
in  alliance  with  the  Labour  League, 
which  was  prepared  to  fight  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  when  he  stood  up  for 
the  interests  of  the  taxpayers. 


Question  put. 

^  The  Committee  divided  : — Ayes, 
Noes,  206.    (Division  List,  No.  44.) 
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Aclaiid-Hood,Rt  Hn.8irAlex.F 
Anson,  Sir  William  Reynell 
Balcaires,  Lord 
Banbury,  Sir  Frederick  George 
Barrie,H.  T.  (Londonderry,  N.) 
Beach,Hn.  Michael  Hugh  Hicks 
Bignold,  Sir  Arthur 
Boyle,  Sir  Edward 
Bridgeman,  W.  Clive 
Bull,  Sir  William  James 
Butcher,  Samuel  Henry 
CarUle,  E.  Hildred 
Oastlereagh,  Viscount 
Cavendish,  Rt.Hn.  Victor  C.  W. 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Aston  Manor) 
Cecil,  Lord  John  P.  Joicey- 
Clive,  Percy  Archer 
Cochrane,  Hon.  Thoe.  H.  A-  E. 
Colling8,Rt.Hn.J.  (Birmingham 
Corbett,  A.  Cameron  (Glasgow) 
Corbett,  T.  L.  (Down,North) 
Courthope,  G.  I-ioyd 
Craig, Captain  Jame8(Down,E.) 


AYES. 

Craik,  Sir  Henry 

Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 

Du  Cros,  Arthur  Philip 

Faber,  George  Denison  (York) 

Fell,  Arthur 

Fletcher,  J.  S. 

Forster,  Henry  William 

Gibbe,  G.  A.  (Bristol.  West) 

Goulding,  Edward  Alfred 

Gretton,  John 

Guinness,  Walter  Edward 

Hamilton,  I^Iarquess  of 

Hardy,Laurence(Kent,A8hford 

Harrison-Broadley,  H.  B. 

Hill,  Sir  Qement 

Hills,  J.  W. 

Houston,  Robert  Paterson 

Hunt,  Rowland 

Kennaway,Rt.HjL  Sir  John  H. 

Keswick,  William 

Magnus,  Sir  Philip 

Mason,  James  F.  (Windsor) 

Mildmay,  Francis  Bingham 


Nicholson, Wm.'0.  (Petersfield) 
Nield,  Herbert 
Parkes,  Ebenezer 
Pea8e,Herbert  Pike(  Darlington 
Rawlinson,  John  Frederick  Pee  1 
Remnant,  James  Farquharson 
Sassoon,  Sir  Edward  Albert 
Sheffield,SirBerkeley  GeorgeD. 
Smith,F.E.  (Liverpool,  Walton 
Starkey,  John  R. 
Talbot,  Lord  E,  (Chichester) 
Thomson,  W.Mitchell.  (Lanark) 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Walker,Col.W.  H.  (Lancashire) 
Warde,  Col  C  R  (Kent,  Mid) 
Wilson,  A.  Stanley  (York,   E. 
Wortley,  Rt.  Hn.  C.  B.  Stuart - 

Tellebs  fob  the  Ayes — Mr. 
Samuel  Roberts  and  Earl 
Winterton. 


Adkins,  W.  Ryland  D. 
Agar-Robartes,  Hon.  T.  C.  R. 
Affnew,  George  William 
Alden,  Percy 

Allen,A.  Acland  (Christchurch) 
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Original  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Resolution  to  be  reported  To-morrow  ; 
Committee  to  sit  again  to-morrow. 


OF 


LOCAL    ALTTHORITIES    (ADMISSION 
THE  PRESS)  BILL. 

Order   read,   for  resuming  adjourned 
debate  on  Question  [10th  .March],  "  That 
the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second  time." 


Question  again  proposed. 
Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  committed 
to  a  Standing  Committee. 


Adjourned  at  ten  minutes  after 
Eleven  o'clock. 
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HOUSE    OP    LORDS. 
Tuesday,  llth  March,  1908. 


PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 


Commercial  Union  Assurance  Com- 
pany Bill  [h.l.]. — Reported,  with  Amend- 
ments. 

.  Leith  Burgh  Bill  [h.l.].— Read  2%  and 
fe  committed  ;  The  Committee  to  be  pro- 
g  posed  by  the  Committee  of  Selection. 

V  Clyde  Navigation  (Superannuation) 
"*•  Order  Confirmation  Bill  [h.l.].— Com- 
^  mons  Amendments  considered  (a<^^ord- 
g  ing  to  order),  and  agreed  to. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 

BOARD  OF  EDUCATION. 

Public  elementary  schools  in  "  single 
school  parishes "  as  defined  in  Section 
'3    (6)    of    the    Elementary    Education 
(England  and  Wales)  Bill,  1908. 


INDIA  (LAND  REVENUE). 

Land     revenue    assessments     in 
Punjab  since  1855. 


the 


ISLAND  OF  VATERSAY. 
Return  of  correspondence  respecting 

Laid  before  the  House  (pursuant  to 
Order  of  6th  February  last^,  and  to  be 
printed.     [No.  30.] 


Presented  (by  Command),  and  ordered 
^  to  lie  on  the  Table. 

^  COUNTY  COUTITS. 

♦^     Rules,   1908 ;     Memorandum  respect- 

I  WORKMEN'S  COMPENSATION. 

^       Rules,  1908,  with  Memorandum. 

LOCAL  LOANS  FUND  (ACCOUNTS,   1906- 
1907). 

Accounts  of  receipts  and  payments 
by  the  Commissioners  for  the  Reduction 
of  the  National  Debt  in  respect  of  the 
capital  and  income  of  the  Local  Loans 
Fund,  for  the  year  ended  31st  March, 
1907  ;  together  wit  h  a  Report  of  the 
Comptroller  and  Auditor- General  there- 
on. 

Laid  before  the  House  (pursuant  to 
Act),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table. 

VOL.  CLXXXVI.    [Fourth  Sbries.j 


SUNDAY   CLOSING   (SHOPS)   BILL.    [H.L.] 
[SECoin)  Rbadino.] 
Order  of  the  day  for  the  Second  Read« 
ing  read. 

Lord  AVEBURY:  My  Lords,  aa 
this  subject  has  been  several  times  be- 
fore your  Lordships  it  will  not  be  neces- 
sary for  me  to  trouble  the  House  at  any 
length.  The  Bill  was  originally  brought 
in  at  the  urgent  request  of  the  shop- 
keepers themselves.  It  was  referred  to 
a  Committee,  which  reported  strongly 
in  its  favour.     The  Report  said — 

"  The  Committee  are  convinced  by  the 
evidence  that  Sunday  trading  is  on  the  increase  ; 
that  the  Bill  is  urgently  needed  ;  that  it  is 
desired  by  the  shopkeepeng  interests,  and 
would  inflict  no  serious  hardship  on  the  poorer 
classes  ;  that  it  would  be  a  great  benefit  to  the 
country  generally,  and  that  it  commends  itself 
both  to  the  reason  and  the  conscience  of  the 
community." 

The  following  year  I  brought  in  a  Reso- 
lution stating — 

**  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  House  the 
question  of  the  Sunday  opening  of  shops  de- 
mands the  serious  and  early  attention  of  His 
Majesty's  Government." 

This  was  unanimously  adopted,  and  a 
Joint  Committee  of  both  Houses  was 
appointed.  This  Committee  also  was 
strongly  in  favour  of  legislation.  They 
pointed  out  that  the  present  state  of  the 
law  was  unsatisfactory  and  uniust.  and 
they  said — 

**  The  Committee  recommend  strongly  that 
legislation,  subject  to  such  modifications  in 
the  existing  law  as  may  be  necessary,  should 
be  initiated  in  general  accordance  with  the 
increasing  feeling  against  Sunday  trading." 

Under  these  circumstances,  we  were  dis- 
appointed last  year  that  Sunday  trading 
was  omitted  from  the  list  of  subjects  on 
which  the  Government  proposed  legisla- 
tion. We  then  proposed  another  and 
stronger  Resolution — 

*'  That  this  House  reiterates  its  opinion  that 
the  subject  of  Sunday  trading  requires  the 
serious  and  earnest  attention  of  His  Majesty's 
Government,  and  urges  them  to  legislate  in 
accordance  with  the  unanimous  reports  of  the 
Committees  of  1905  and  1906."  ^    .„    .*4^    .^ 
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This,  also,  your    Lordships    agreed    to 
unaniinously,  but  my  noble  friend  the 
Lord  President  of  the  Council  spoke  very 
unsympathetically,     and     frankly     ad- 
mitted that  the  Government  were  not 
disposed  to  move  in  the  matter.    How- 
ever, we  hoped  against  hope,  but  as  it  is 
evident   that   the  Government  will   do 
nothing,  we  have  re-introduced  our  Bill. 
It  is  in  the  form  adopted  by  the  Com- 
naittee  of  1905,  with  one  or  two  small 
Amendments    suggested    by    the    Com- 
mittee of  1906.    Every  provision  in  it 
has  been  approved  by  that  Committee 
also,  though  the  Bill  does  not  in  some 
respects  go  so  far  as  they  recommended. 
Now,  my  Lords,  what  are  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Bill  ?    It  does  not  in  one 
sense  propose  to  alter  the  law  of  the  land 
as  regards   Sunday  trading,   except  in 
detail.    Sunday  trading  is  already  iUegal, 
but  the  law  is  inoperative  because  the 
fine    is    too    small.     We    propose    to 
raise   it   to   the   amount   approved   by 
Parliament   in   the   case   of   the   Early 
Closing  Bill.    The  shopkeepers,  however, 
feel,  and  both  Parliamentary  Committees 
agreed,  that  if  the  law  is  to  be  made 
operative,  certain  exemptions  are  neces- 
sar}'.     The    main    exemptions    are    re- 
freshments, medicines,  milk  and  cream, 
newspapers,  tobacco  in  the  hours  during 
which  public -houses   are  open,  and  for 
the   morning   hours   bread,    fish,    vege- 
tables, fruit,  and  cooked  meat.    In  con- 
Bidering  a  Bill  of  this  character  we  must 
have  regard  to  the  wishes  and  feelings  of 
shopkeepers  and  of  customers,  especially 
the  poorer  customers.    Now,  as  regards 
shopkeepers,  the  Bill  is  supported  by  all 
the   important  trades.    The  Report  of 
the  Committee  comprises  a  list  of  360 
associations  which  support  the  Bill,  and 
the  number  is  now  larger.    Not  a  single 
association  of  shopkeepers  desired  to  give 
evidence  against  the  Bill,  and  I  do  not 
know  of  any  by  whom  it  is  opposed. 
This  is  surely  a  most  remarkable  con- 
census of  opinion,  and  having  now  been 
for  over  thirty  years  in  close  touch  with 
the  shopkeeping  community  I  may  as- 
sure your  Lordships  that  there  is  nothing 
about  which  they  are  more  unanimous 
or  more  determined.    I  see  that     Mr. 
Btacey,  the  energetic  eecretary    of    the 
Early  Closing  Association,  in  a  letter  in 
jesterday's  Press,  even  goes  so  far  as  to 
Bay  that  the  abopkeepeTB,  including  the 


small  shopkeepers,  are  practically  unani- 
mous in  its  favour.  I  must  not  omit 
to  mention  the  shop  assistants.  They 
naturally  feel  very  strongly  on  the  sub- 
ject, and  surely  they  are  entitled  to  their 
Sunday's  rest.  *»* 

Now  I  come  to  the  customers,  and 
here  I  think  we  may  fairly  take  the 
trade  councils  and  trade  unions  as  re- 
presenting the  views  of  working  men. 
The  Committee  give  a  striking  list  of 
about  200  trade  councils  and  trade  unions 
who  support  the  shops  in  this  demand. 
As  representing  public  opinion,  I  may 
also  refer  to  the  views  of  municipalities. 
Resolutions  in  favour  of  the  Sunday 
closing  of  shops  have  been  passed  by, 
the  corporations  of  Liverpool,  Man- 
chester, Hull,  Swansea,  Beftast,  Edin- 
burgh, Glasgow,  Inverness,  Dundee, 
Aberdeen,  and  over  fifty  other  cities 
and  boroughs,  and  by  the  executive 
council  of  the  Urban  District  Councils 
Association,  representing  no  less  than 
490  urban  districts.  Finally,  a  few 
days  ago  (5th  March),  at  a  meeting  of 
the  London  borough  councils,  con- 
vened expressly  to  consider  the  question 
of  shop  hours,  a  resolution  was  passed, 
one  clause  of  which  was  that  shops 
should  be  shut  all  day  on  Sunday.  I 
must  frankly  admit  that  the  case  of  the 
Jews  presents  some  difficulties,  and  I 
will  at  this  stage  only  say  that,  while 
ready  to  meet  them  as  far  as  possible^ 
the  view  of  shopkeepers  is  that  if  Jews 
come  to  live  in  a  Christian  country  they 
should  conform  to  the  law  of  the  land. 
We  are  most  anxious,  however,  to  meet 
the  views  of  the  Jews  as  far  as  possible. 
The  Committee  recommended  that  cer- 
tain areas  where  the  Jews  have  special 
markets  might  be  scheduled,  and  we  are 
quite  prepared  to  accept  such  a  clause. 
This,  however,  is  a  matter  for  Committee. 
I  ought  also,  perhaps,  to  mention  that 
some  of  the  costeimongers  in  the  East 
of  London,  though  not,  I  believe,  in  any 
other  city,  are  opposed  to  any  curtail- 
ment of  Sunday  trading.  I  believe, 
however,  that  the  Bill  has  been  mia- 
represented  to  them.  The  Joint. Com- 
mittee, in  their  Report,  said  that  they 
were — 

"  Of  opinion  that  the  greater  part  of  the 
I  o])position  is  based  on  a  niisapprehensioo. 
[  Under  the  exemptions  provided  in  the  SimdAy 
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Closinc  (Shops)  Bill  of  19(>5,  which  the  Com- 
mittee have  in  the  main  adopted,  they  con- 
sider that  no  serious  inconvenience  could 
be  caused." 

In  conclusion,  I  cannot  more  strongly 
commend  this  Bill   to  your  Lordships 
than*  by  reading  a  few  short  paragraphs 
from  the  Report  of  the  Joint  Committee  \ 
of  1906.     They  said—  | 

*'  rhey  are  satisfied  of  the  great  importance 
of  maintainine  the  Sunday  as  a  day  or  rest 
not  only  on  religious  and  moral  grounds,  but 
also  as  necessary  to  the  preservation  of  the 
health  and  strength  of  the  community  .... 
Though  the  Committee  had  no  doubt  as  to  the 
importance  of  the  Sunday  rest  from  the  point 
of  view  of  health,  they  thought  it  well  to  con- 
sult the  President  of  the  Royal  College  of 
Physicians,  Sir  Richard  Douglas  Powell,  who 
was  good  enough  to  come  and  express  his 
opinion,  which  he  said  was  that  of  the  whole 
medical  profession,  that  '  there  cannot  be  the 
Icjist  doubt  of  the  importance  of  one  clear  day's 
rest  in  seven.'  The  Committee  do  not  consider 
that  tho  words  of  any  particular  Bill  come  within 
their  terms  of  reference,  but  they  recommend 
strongly  that  legislation,  subject  to  such  modi- 
fications  in  the  existing  law  as  may  be  necessary, 
should  b  initiated  in  general  accordance  with 
the  increasing  feelir.g  against  Sunday  trading 
in  this  country." 

The  religious  aspect  of  the  question  has 
several  times  been  urged,  with  his  usual 
force  and  lucidity,  by  his  Grace  the 
Archbishop  of  Canterbury.  If  I  do  not 
refer  to  it,  it  is  not  because  I  under- 
value this  aspect  of  the  case,  but  because 
I  can  leave  it  in  abler  hands.  My  Lords, 
in  conclusion,  on  behalf  of  the  shop- 
keeping  community  I  most  earnestly 
commend  this  Bill  to  your  favourable 
consideratioD  and  trust  you  will  give  it 
a  Second  Reading. 

Moved,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read 
2*."— (Zorrf  Avebury.) 

♦Lord  SWAYTHLING  :  My  Ix)rds, 
I  ask  for  your  indulgence  while  I  say  a 
few  words  respecting  this  Bill.  I  feel  sure 
that  the  noble  Lord  who  introduced  it 
is  actuated  solely  with  a  desire  to  benefit 
the  people  of  this  country  by  assuring 
that  every  one  should  have  a  weekly 
day  of  rest.  But,  unfortunately,  if  this 
Bill  should  pass  into  law  in  its  present 
shape  it  would  inflict  immense  hardship 
upon  many  thousands  of  the  poorer 
working  classes  in  my  community.  I 
feel  justified  in  spepking  on  behalf  of 
those  living  in  East  London,  because  I 
have  worked  among  them  for  over  fifty 


years.  I  have  represented  a  constituency 
in  East  London  for  fifteen  years,  and 
am  now  for  the  twentieth  year  acting 
president  of  a  federation  of  forty-three 
congregations  comprising  30,000  souis. 
They  are  about  half  the  number  of  Jews 
in  East  London ;  I  estimate  the  total 
number  at  .  about  70,000.  Of  these, 
the  majority  would  be  seriously  affected 
by  this  Bill.  They  observe  the  seventh 
day  Sabbath  of  the  Decalogue,  as  did 
their  fathers  and  ancestors  for  thousands 
of  years.  They,  therefore,  cease  working 
on  fifty -two  Saturdays  in  the  year,  be- 
sides thirteen  festivals  ;  and  if  by  this 
Bill  they  are  compelled  to  close  their 
shops  and  stalls  on  fifty-two  Sundays, 
that  will  make  117  days  in  the  year  on 
which  they  will  not  be  able  to  trade. 
Such  a  restrictive  measure  would  ruin 
thousands,  and  throw  them  upon  the 
rates,  and  if  they  were  tempted  to 
sacrifice  their  Sabbath  they  would  de- 
teriorate morally  and  swell  the  number, 
probably,  of  atheists,  and  even  of 
anarchists.  The  Committee  which  con- 
sidered this  question  in  1906,  unanimously 
resolved  to  add  the  following  paragraph 
to  their  Report — 

"  Lastly  the  Committee  must  drttw  attention 
to  the  case  of  the  Jews,  with  whom  they  have 
much  sympathy.  They  would  bo  glad  if  a 
compromise  could  be  found  that  would  satisfy 
the  Jewish  community.  The  Committee  h^ve 
been  informed  that  any  measure  will  be  opposed 
which  does  not  expressly  permit  those  Jews 
who  close  on  Saturday  to  open  on  Sunday. 

I  Such  an  arrangement,  on  the  other  hand,  would 
probably  be  opposed  by  the  shop-keeping  com- 
munity as  a  whole,  and  the  Committee  cannot 
recommend  it.  The  Committee,  however, 
realise  that  in  the  largo  cities  there  are  to  be 
found  areas  which  are  inhabited  mainly  by 
Jews.  In  those  areas  certain  markets  have 
grown  up  in  which  a  large  business  is  trans- 
acted on  Sunday.  The  Committee  are  of 
opinion  that  these  arean  might  be  scheduled  in 
any  Act  permitting  any  Jew  who  closes  his 

I  shop  and  does  not  trade  on  Saturday  to  trade  in 

j  these  areas  until  midda^^on  Sunday.  The  Com- 
mittee  recommend   that,   if   the   Jewish   com- 

I  munity  desire  it,  permission  should  be  given 

I  for  the  sale  of  kosher  meat  and  Jewish  bread 
up  to  midday  on  Sunday." 

;  The  only  argrmient  of  importance  which 

I I  have  heard  in  opposition  to  that 
recommendation  of  the  Committee  is 
that  the  Jews  should  not  have  any  special 
legislation.  It  is  said  that  since  they 
come  here  they  must  abide  by  the  laws 
of  the  majority.  I  would  point  out,  in 
reply,  that  there  already  exists  special 
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consideration  of  the  wishes  and  s  ruples 
of  thos)  who  must,  after  all,  be  a  very 
smal  minority  of  the  people  of  the  land 
taken  gen  Xcvlly.  Mahomedans  have 
been  mentioned  by  the  noble  Lord.  But 
we  are  not  making  new  legislation  in  a 
new  spirit ;  we  are  making  old  legislation 
practical ;  and  the  question  of  how  a 
general  law  will  affect  the  position  of 
an  infinite  imal  minority  of  the  popu- 
lation is  hardly  the  kind  of  argument 
that  can  be  regarded  as  conclusive 
when  we  are  dealing  with  the  general 
well-being  of  a  Christian  nation.  The 
community  at  large  has  spoken  with 
no  uncertain  voice  on  this  subject, 
and  while  we  will  take  the  greatest 
care  to  consider  any  Amendment  or 
suggestions  for  improving  the  provisions 
relating  to  the  Jewish  community,  I 
hope  we  shall  consider  the  interests  of 
the  people  at  large  as  over-riding  even 
some  objection  felt  by  so  important 
a  section  of  the  population. 

The  exemptions  allowed  in  the  Schedule 
— exemptions  which  are  capable  of  being 
enlarged,  but  are  in  my  opinion  ample  as 
they  stand — at  all  events  show  what  care 
has  been  taken  to  find  out  where  the  shoe 
pinched  and  to  prevent  it  pinching  if 
that  were  possible.  If  one  sees  what 
takes  place  in  some  of  the  Sunday  markets 
in  our  great  cities,  it  is  impossible  to  say 
that  the  majority  of  the  things  sold  aie 
things  which  it  is  necessary  to  sell  on 
Sunday.  A  large  proportion  of  the 
merchandise  is  crockery,  second-hand 
clothing,  singing  birds,  and  growing 
plants.  There  is  no  attempt  to  show,  at 
any  rate  on  any  large  scale,  that  the 
purchaser  of  these  things  is  unable  to  go 
for  them  on  any  other  day.  Where  this 
could  be  shown  we  have  tried  to  meet  the 
difficulty  by  special  provisions  in  the 
Bills  which  have  been  successively 
brought  forward.  I  think  the  reality  of 
the  need  for  the  Bill  amply  proved.  The 
evil  with  which  it  deals  is  increasing,  and 
I  hope  the  House  will  not  again  be  told 
that  it  is  impossible  to  proceed  in  the 
matter,  and  that  further  consideration  is 
required.  The  subject  has  now  received 
the  fullest  consideration,  and  nothing  is 
to  be  gained  by  delay. 

*The  Marquess   op  LANSDOWNE: 
My  Lords,  like  the  most  rev.  Primate, 
2'he  Lmd  Archbishop  of  Canterbury, 
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I  feel  that  I  owe  your  Lordships  an 
apology  for  speaking  again  upon  this 
subject,  for  I  am  afraid  that  during  the 
course  of  the  last  two  or  three  years  I  have 
spoken  not  a  few  times  with  regard  to  it. 
To-night  I  shall  add  very  Uttle.  Al- 
though I  have  sometimes  differed  from 
my  noble  friend  Lord  Avebury,  with 
regard  to  the  details  of  his  proposal,  I 
have  always  thought  that  in  principle  he 
had  a  very  strong  case.  I  think  so  now, 
and  if  he  goes  to  a  division  I  shall  cer- 
tainly follow  him  into  the  lobby. 

What  I  may  call  the  Second  Reading 
position  is  really  a  very  simple  one.  The 
practice  of  Sunday  trading  is  already 
illegal  under  the  laws  of  this  country; 
but,  as  we  all  know,  owing  to  certain 
■  inadequacies  in  those  laws  they  are 
constantly  defied.  Then  there  is  no 
doubt  that  the  practice  of  Sunday  trad- 
ing tends  to  increase.  The  evidence 
upon  that  point  is,  I  think,  overwhelming. 
Ajiother  matter  which  I  think  should 
weigh  with  your  Lordships  is  this,  that 
this  is  not  a  case  in  which  you  can  look  to 
public  opinion  to  redress  the  evil.  Ab 
we  all  know,  if  a  single  man  persists  in 
the  practice  of  Simday  trading,  he 
virtually  forces  the  hand  of  all  other 
traders  in  the  neighbourhood.  There 
seems  to  me,  therefore,  to  be  a  very 
strong  case  for  the  intervention  of  the 
Legislature. 

As  to  the  history  of  the  matter,  we  have 
the  fact  that  in  1905  a  Select  Committee 
of  this  House  reported  in  favour  of  my 
noble  friend's  Bill.  In  1906,  your 
Lordships,  on  my  noble  friend's  Motion, 
referred  the  subject  to  a  Joint  Committee 
of  both  Houses  of  Parliament,  and  that 
Committee  reported  in  favour  of  the  Bill 
presented  in  the  previous  year.  Last 
year  we  carried  a  Resolution  proposed  by 
my  noble  friend  in  the  same  direction. 
Therefore,  so  far  as  this  House  la 
concerned,  we  are  very  strongly  com- 
mitted to  the  principle  of  this  pro- 
posal. My  noble  friend  has  brought 
evidence  to  show  that  it  has  the  support 
of  an  immense  body  of  the  shopkeepers 
of  this  country.  He  is  supported  by  the 
trade  unions  and  trade  councils,  which 
we  may  surely  take  as  authoritative 
exponents  of  the  vie.vs  of  the  worl;- 
ing  classes.  He  has  the  support  of 
a    number    of     very    important     local 
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bodies    and    corporations,     and,    as    1 1 
said     a     moment     ago,    he     has     the 
support  of  this  House  so  far  as  its  re- 
corded  votes  are  concerned  during  the  \ 
last  three  years.    It  seems  to  me  that  if  { 
ever  what  I  may  call  a  Second  Reading 
case  was  established,  my  noble  friend  has 
established  it  this  evening. 

It  is  quite  true  that  any  legislation  of  | 
this  kind  is  almost  sure  to  occasion  hard- 
ship in  some  directions,  but  it  does  seem 
to  me  that  we  have  to  consider  the 
balance  of  advantage  and  disadvantage, 
and  that  we  ought  not  to  be  deterred 
from  carrying  out  an  improvement  in  the 
law  which  wUl  give  infinite  relief  to  many 
thousands  of  the  people  of  this  country, 
merely  because  certahi  smaller  classes  of 
the  community  may  be  to  some  extent 
inconvenienced.  In  Committee  we  shall 
be  able  to  consider  whether  there  are 
any  cases  of  hardship  not  provided  for  in 
the  exemptions  alroady  specified.  We 
have  it  from  my  noble  friend  Lord 
Avebury,  and  from  the  most  rev.  Primate 
that  if  any  such  hardships  are  found  to 
remain,  they  will  gladly  entertain  Amend- 
ments for  meeting  them.  For  these 
reasons  I  hope  your  Lordships  will  give  a  , 
Second  Reading  to  the  Bill,  reserving  to    ., 


wish  to  see  a  Bill  pissed  to  secure,  not 
the  Sunday  rest,  but  the  principle  of 
one  day's  rest  in  seven,  leaving  it  to  the 
individual  to  choose  the  day  most  suit- 
able. That  has  some  merits,  such  as 
solving  the  difficulty  of  railway  travelling 
und  matters  of  that  kind.  There  are  a 
large  number  of  Sabbatarians  who  regard 
this  Bill  as  not  going  far  enough  and 
billowing  a  great  deal  more  trading  on 
the  Sunday  than  in  their  opinion  is 
really  necessary.  But  there  is,  as  I 
iiave  said,  an  increasing  body  of  opinion 
imong  the  working  classes  in  favour  of 
following  the  example  of  French  legis- 
lation, and  of  enacting  one  day's  rest 
in  seven  rather  than  of  insisting  on  the 
particular  day  of  rest  being  Sunday. 

Then  there  is  the  method  of  carrying 
out  the  principle  of  the  Bill,  as  to  whicn 
everybody  is  not  yet  agreed.  The 
method  of  the  Bill  is  to  exempt  a  number 
of  trades  from  its  oparation ;  but  I 
would  remind  your  Lordships  that  the 
present  Act  of  Charles  H.  will  remain  in 
force,  and  I  am  not  sure  that  if  we  put 
this  Bill  on  the  top  of  it  we  shall  not  to 
some  extent  make  the  confusion  of  the 
worse  than  it  is  at  present.  On 
I  the    last    occasion    when    we    discussed 


yourselves,  of  course,  the  right  to  naodify.^j^.^  question  we  had  a  Motion  before 
It,  should  It  be  shown  to  require  modifica^  ,  ,,^  JJ.^^  -^  ^  ^^^^  HifE*.r«nt  thin^  from 
tion,  in  Committee. 


Earl  BEAUCHAMP  :  My  Lords,  1 
do  not  think  the  noble  Lord  who  intro- 
duced  this  Bill  will  have  had  any  illusion 
as  to  the  answer  ho  is  likely  to  receive 
from  His  Majesty's  Government.  Tht^ 
Home  Secretary,  both  by  letter  and  in 
answer  to  a  Question  in  another  place, 
has  stated  that  it  is  quite  impossible  for 
His  Majesty's  Government  to  deal  with 
the  question  during  the  present  session, 
and  that  they  are  even  unable  to  tak<^ 
up  a  private  Member's  Bill  on  the  sub^ 
ject.  Therefore  this  afternoon,  although 
His  Majesty's  Government  do  not  pro- 
pose to  offer  opposition  to  the  Secont! 
Reading  of  the  Bill,  I  must  warn  thr 
noble  Lord  that  in  the  circumstances 
they  do  not  view  that  proceeding  with 
any    enthusiasm. 

I  think  it  is  only  fair  to  your  Lordships 
to  point  out  that  the  matter  is  not  quite 
so  simple  as  it  seems  at  first  sight.  Thern 
is  an  increasing  number  of  people  whd 


us,  which  is  a  very  different  thing  from 
a  concrete  Bill.  The  noble  Marquess 
who  has  just  sat  down  spoke,  as  he 
reminded  your  Lordships,  in  1905  on 
this  measure,  and  as  a  sincere  admirer 
of  the  noble  Marquess  I  hope  I  may  be 
allowed  to  quote  part  of  what  he  said 
to  your  Lordships  on  that  occasion. 
This  Bill  is  substantially  the  same  Bill 
as  that  which  was  before  your  Lord- 
ships in  1905.  That  Bill  received  some 
condemnation  from  the  noble  and 
learned  Earl  who  was  then  on  the  Wool- 
sack, but  the  noble  Marquess  the  Leader 
of  the  Opposition  said —  *^ 

"  I  cannot  help  thinkins:  that  that  section 
(Clause  6)  will  place  the  Home  Secretary  in  a 
very  invidious  ]>osition,  and  one  in  which  no 
Minister  should  be  placed."  ^-'Hl 

He  spoke  of  the  Bill  as  a  piece  of  not 
very  successful  patchwork,  and  he  also 
said  that  the  result  of  its  passing  would 
be  to  produce  not  a  few  ambiguities  and 
inconsistencies.  He  said  he  regarded 
the  Bill  as  still  open  to  very  serious 
objections,   and  would   regret  to  see  it 
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become  law.  That  is  the  Bill  which 
your  Lordships  are  asked  this  afternoon 
to  read  a   second   time. 

♦The  Marquess  of  LANSDOWNE  : 
There  have  been  two  Committees  since 
then. 

Earl  BEAUCHAMP  :  That  is  true, 
but  those  Committees  have  not  incor- 
porated any  substantial  alterations.  It 
IS  practically  the  Bill  of  1905  which  the 
noble  Lord  now  asks  your  Lordships  to 
read  a  second  time.  The  most  rev. 
Primate  made  a  reference  to  myself,  the 
same  reference  as  he  made  last  year.  He 
was  tempted,  I  think,  by  the  success  which 
it  met  with  on  that  occasion,  to  repeat  i 
it.  He  spoke  then  as  he  spoke  to-night 
of  a  difference  between  the  language 
1  held  in  this  House  and  the  language 
I  held  as  a  member  of  the  Committee. 
If  the  most  rev.  Primate  had  pursued 
his  study  of  the  Report  a  little  further 
he  would  have  seen  that  the  clause  ' 
which  was  inserted  on  my  Motion  was  a 
very  different  one  from  the  original 
moved  by  Lord  Avebury.  That  clause 
read—  I 

"  The    Committee    desire    to    express    their  i 
entire  concurrence  with  the  opinion  expressed  i 
by  the  CJommittee  of  last  year  that  Sunday 
trading  is  on  the  increase,  and  that  the  Bill  ' 
is  urgently  needed." 

The  words  which  were  substituted  ex- 
pressly excluded  the  use  of  the  word  > 
"  urgently,"  and  were  very  much  milder 
in  form  than  the  original  draft.  I  am 
glad  to  have  had  this  opportunity  of 
explaining  to  your  Lordships  that  there 
is  not  that  seeming  inconsistency  in  my 
views  which  the  most  rev.  Primate 
would  have  you  believe.  May  I  also 
say  this  to  the  most  rev.  Primate,  that 
I  think  he  is  very  optimistic  in  taking 
the  view  that  the  Jewish  objections  have 
been  met  by  the  provisions  in  this  Bill. 
We  have  heard  from  Lord  Swaythling 
that  he  would  be  very  glad  if  your 
Lordships  would  decline  to  read  the  Bill 

a  second  time. 

I 

Lord  SWAYTHLING  :  I  said  I  hoped  ' 
your  Lordships  would  not  pass  it  in  its 
present  shape. 

Earl   BEAUCHAMP:     There   is   no 
doubt  of  this,  that  the  various  objections  | 
"^ar/  ^eaucharnp. 


which  were  laid  before  us  by  members 
of  the  Jewish  faith  have  not  been  met, 
or,  at  any  rate,  have  not  been  satisfac- 
torily met,  by  the  provisions  of  this  Bill. 
Then  this  legitimate  criticism,  at  any 
rate,  may  be  passed  on  the  Bill,  that  it 
I  leaves  the  Act  of  Charles  IL  in  force, 
'  and  it  is  possible  that,  although  certain 
i  trades  are  excluded  from  the  Bill,  penalties 
will  still  be  applied  for  under  the  old 
I  Act.  That  seems  to  me  a  grave  and 
serious  objection.  I  can  assure  your 
Lordships  that,  I  think  in  common  with 
most  Members  of  your  Lordships'  House, 
I  should  be  very  willing  indeed  if,  by 
common  agreement  of  all  parties  and  of 
all  religions,  some  method  could  be  found 
of  dealing  with  this  question,  which 
would  be  entirely  satisfactory  to  all  by 
securing,  if  not  Sunday,  at  any  rate 
one  day's  rest  in  seven. 

The  Duke  op  NORTHUMBER- 
LAND :  Yes,  I  suppose  we  should  all  be 
very  glad  if  all  parties  and  all  religions 
could  agree  about  anything.  I  do  not 
think  the  noble  Earl's  assurance  at  the 
conclusion  of  his  speech  is  very  satis- 
factory. I  did  not  intend  to  speak  on 
this  Bill,  for  the  very  good  reason  that 
I  have  spoken  so  often  upon  it,  but  I 
cannot  refrain  from  saying  that,  having 
myself  served  on  both  CJommittees,  I 
share  entirely  the  surprise  of  the  most 
rev.  Primate  at  the  entire  change  of 
attitude  which  the  noble  Earl  has  assumed 
in  this  House  from  that  which  he  adopted 
on  the  Committee.  It  is  perfectly  true 
that  the  noble  Earl  suggested  several 
amendments,  but  I  thought  this  was 
done  so  that  we  might  arrive  at  some 
common  ground  in  favour  of  the  Bill.  I 
did  not  imagine  that  it  was  done  by  a 
member  of  the  Committee  who  in  this 
House  was  coming  forward  as  an  entire 
opponent  of  the  Bill  in  all  forms  and 
shapes,  unless  every  single  soul  and  every 
religious  body  in  the  country  came  to 
an  agreement  upon  it. 

I  am  still  more  surprised  at  the  state- 
ment which  the  noble  Earl  has  thought 
it  his  duty  to  make  without  the  slightest 
corroboration  or  support  of  any  kind.  He 
tells  us  that  there  is  a  eprowing  feeling  in 
this  country  in  favour  of  the  enactment 
of  one  day's  rest  in  seven  instead  of 
maintaining  the  Sunday.    What  is  his 
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ground  for  making  that  statement  ?  No 
such  statement  has  ever  been  made 
before  a  Committee.  I  remember  a 
member  of  the  Committee  suggesting  to  a 
witness  whether  he  did  not  think  that 
would  be  a  solution  of  the  difficulty, 
and,  as  is  generally  the  case  when  a 
question  of  that  kind  is  put,  the  witness 
scratched  his  head  and  said  it  might  be. 
But  I  have  never  heard  the  smallest 
evidence  of  a  general  wish  in  that  direc- 
tion, though  I  have  received  a  great  many 
communications  and  suggestions  from 
various  people  on  this  subject.  With  all 
due  respect  to  the  noble  Earl,  until  he 
can  bring  forward  some  proof  of  his 
statement  I  must  believe  that  he  is 
labouring  under  some  misapprehension. 

With  regard  to  the  case  of  the  Jews, 
we  all  admit  that  that  is  a  great  difficulty. 
I  think  I  may  claim  for  myself  that  I  did 
what  I  could  on  the  Committee  to  obtain 
for  the  Jews  a  perfectly  fair  hearing, 
and  every  consideration.  I  do  not 
deny  the  difficulty,  and  should  the  Bill 
go  into  Committee  I  would  be  ready  to  do 
all  I  could  to  meet  them.  But  I  do  not 
think  that  a  great  and  growing  evil 
should  be  allowed  to  continue  throughout 
the  length  and  breadth  of  the  United 
Kingdom,  merely  because  it  may  be 
difficult  to  meet  the  position  of  one  small 
section  in  the  country.  I  therefore  hope 
your  Lordships  will  give  the  Bill  a  Second 
Reading. 

♦Lord  AVEBURY:  My  Lords,  it  is 
quite  true,  as  the  noble  Earl  opposite 
has  said,  that  he  moved  in  the  Committee 
to  omit  some  words  which,  as  Chairman, 
I  had  suggested,  and  to  insert  other 
words.  But  what  were  the  words  which 
he  proposed  and  which  I  accepted  ? 
They  ran — 

**  The  Committee  do  not  consider  that  the 
wording  of  any  particular  Bill  comes  within 
the  terms  of  reference,  but  they  strongly  re- 
commend that  legislation,  subject  to  such 
modifications  in  the  existing  law  as  may  be 
necessary,  should  be  initiated  in  general  ac- 
cordance with  the  increased  feeling  against 
Sunday  trading  in  this  country." 

I  did  not  think  it  advisable  to  stand  by 
particular  words.  It  is  a  great  thing 
to  have  a  Committee  unanimous,  and 
the  noble  Lord's  wrrds  gave  us  substan- 
tiall  /  what  we  wanted.  I  think  your 
Lordships  will  agree  that  it  was  wise  to 
a?cept  the  words  proposed  by  my  noble 


friend  opposite.  I  entirely  concur  with 
what  has  just  been  said  by  the  noble 
Duke.  We  did  not  find  that  there  was 
any  feeling  in  the  country  in  favour  of 
one  day's  rest  in  seven  apart  from 
Sunday.  The  noble  Lord  said  that  the 
provisions  of  the  Bill  would  press  severely 
on  the  traces  included.  But  the  trades 
included  are  most  anxioui  for  the  Bill. 
With  regard  to  the  Jews,  it  must 
not  be  forgotten  that  they  are  allowed 
to  open  their  shops  on  Saturdays  after 
simset,  when  the  best  trade  is  done. 
I  am  asked  why  we  precluded  the 
sale  of  raw  meat.  That  was  done  at 
the  earnest  desire  of  the  butchers* 
associations  themselves ;  but  that,  of 
course,  would  be  a  matter  for  considera- 
tion in  Committee.  I  particularly  stated, 
in.  moving  the  Second  Reading,  that 
there  was  every  desire  on  our  part  to 
meet  the  wishes  of  the  Jewish  com- 
munity, and  that  Amendments  in  Com- 
mittee, in  so  far  as  they  do  not  affect 
the  principle  of  the  Bill,  will  have  full 
consideration.  We  have  every  desire 
to  meet  their  views  without  sacrificing 
the  Sunday  rest  of  shopkeepers  generally. 

On  Question,  agreed  to.  Bill  read  2* 
accordingly,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House  on  Thursday, 
the  26th  instant. 


AGRICULTURAL  HOLDINGS  BILL  [h.l.] 
[Second  Reading.] 
Order    of    the    Day    for    the    Second 
Reading,  read. 

The  PRESIDENT  of  the  BOARD 
OP  AGRICULTURE  and  FISHERIES 
(Earl  Carrinoton)  :  My  Lords,  this 
is  simply  a  Consolidation  Bill,  and  I 
believe  I  can  confidently  and  with 
perfect  truth  assure  the  House  that  it 
contains  no  new  matter  whatever.  I 
therefore  trust  your  Lordships  will  give 
the  Bill  a  Second  Reading. 

Moved,  "That  the  Bill  be  now  read 
2*." — (Earl   Carrington.) 

*The  Earl  of  ONSLOW  :  My  Lords, 
I  hope  the  House  will  give  this  Bill  a 
Second  Reiding.  We  are  greatly  in- 
debted to  my  noble  friend  for  having 
brought  i  in,  for  a  Consolidation  Bill 
has  bee-i  wanted  for  a  long  time  past. 
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Departmental  Committee,  namely,  on 
the  lines  of  road  improvement  and  of 
alleviating  the  great  nuisance  arising 
from  dusty  roads,  which  is  the  greatest 
nuisance  motorists  have  to  face  in  the 
country,  and  the  removal  of  which 
nuisance  would  not  only  add  to  the  com- 
fort of  motorists,  but  also  alleviate 
the  sufferings  of  those  who  live  alongside 
the   loads. 

At  the  present  the  Treasury  receives 
all  the  money  which  is  derived  from 
carriage  taxes,  establishment  taxes,  and 
all  kinds  of  other  small  licences  and 
taxations.  The  money  so  received  is 
paid  into  the  Local  Taxation  Account 
and  returns  to  the  counties  in  the  form 
of  a  grant  in  aid  of  local  taxation.  If 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  is  going 
to  take  from  them,  besides  a  proportion 
of  that,  a  certain  amount  of  the  licence 
fees  for  renewals  of  driving  licences  and 
for  motor  cars  registrations — a  sum 
amounting  to  something  like  £80,000  a 
year — as  well,  all  I  can  say  is  that  the 
county  councils,  which  now  have  a  very 
hard  time  of  it,  will  have  a  still  harder 
time  in  the  future.  It  must  not  be  for- 
gotten that  they  have  to  put  all  that  is 
necessary  under  the  Local  Government 
Act  in  the  shape  of  triangles,  signs  for 
d'^signating  dangerous  crossings,  and  so 
on,  and  they  can  only  do  that  out  of 
the  sum  they  receive  on  licences  and 
registration  of  motor  cars.  If  the  Lord 
Chancellor  were  here  he  would  corro- 
borate me,  I  think,  when  I  say  that  last 
year  they  received  over  £2,500  in  motor 
car  licences  and  driving  fees  to  assist 
them  towards  putting  up  these  notices, 
and  I  trust  that  His  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment, if  they  consider  any  question  of 
increased  taxation,  will  see  that  this  is 
not  only  a  question  of  motor  cars,  but  a 
question  of  carriages  as  well,  and  will 
give  some  contribution  to  enable  the 
county  councils  to  assist  towards  the 
improvement  of  the  roads  and  the 
removal  of  their  dusty  condition.  I 
do  not  intend  at  this  late  hour 
to  trespass  on  your  Lordships'  time 
at  any  great  length,  but  I  should 
like  to  say  tha^  it  seems  to  me  that  if 
moto-s  are  to  be  taxed  from  the  po'nt 
of  view  of  luxury,  there  are  other  things 
which  should  be  taxed  equally,  and 
perhaps  to  a  larger  extent.     For  instance, 
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there  are  yachts,  racehorses,  jewels, 
pictures,  and  even  such  things  as  the 
possession  of  an  orchid  house  or  any- 
thing else  of  that  kind.  But  if  the 
motor-car  is  to  be  taxed  on  that  basis, 
I  think  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
is  rather  under  a  fallacy  concerning  it, 
because  the  number  of  motor  cars  owned 
by  rich  people  as  compared  with  those 
owned  by  men  of  moderate  means  is 
comparatively  small,  and  everyone  study- 
ing the  statistics  knows  that  at  the  present 
time  the  largest  single  owners  of  motor 
cars  are  professional  men,  such  as  doctors 
and  so  forth,  who  use  them  for  the  pur- 
poses of  their  business.  I  think  that  is  a 
class  which  ought  to  be  dealt  with  very 
lightly  in  regard  to  increased  taxation. 
If,  on  the  other  hand,  motor  cars  are  to 
be  taxed  as  destroyers  of  the  roads — 
which  is  another  argument  that  I  can 
quite  understand  being  put  forward — 
there  are  other  vehicles  which  destroy 
the  roads  far  more  than  motor  cars,  and 
if  taxation  is  to  be  put  forward  upon  that 
basis,  then  I  suggest  that  there  is  all  the 
more  justice  in  declaring  that  the  money 
should  be  paid  to  the  Local  Taxation 
Accomit  in  order  to  assist  the  counties. 

This  is  a  serious  question,  my  Lords, 
and  it  is  becoming  more  serious  everyday. 
Thirteeii  million  pounds  a  year  is  spent 
on  the  roads  of  this  country,  of  which 
£11,000,000  is  raised  by  rates.  The 
administration  of  these  roads  is  at  pre- 
sent in  a  chaotic  condition.  Authorities 
mend  the  roads  just  as  they  choose; 
there  is  no  unified  system.  To  take  an 
instance,  between  London  and  Carlisle 
there  are  over  170  authorities  who 
manage  that  stretch  of  road.  What 
we  ought  really  to  do  in  this  country — 
and  no  doubt  His  Majesty's  Government 
will  follow  up  the 'Report  of  the  Royal 
Commission  on  this  subject — is  to  have 
a  national  road  authority  to  administer 
the  main  roads  of  the  coimtry.  Every 
body  who  has  toured  abroad  knows  the 
excellent  condition  of  the  roads  in  France, 
and  this  condition  is  solely  due  to  the 
fact  that  they  are  managed  by  the 
Government  as  a  national  asset,  and  as  a 
national  duty.  I  trust  His  Majesty's 
Government,  if  they  have  in  view  any 
further  tixation  of  that  sort,  may  come 
to  the  conclusion  that  a  portion,  if  not 
the  whole,  of  the  money  derived  from 
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the  vehicles  that  use  the  roads,  and 
especially  motor  cars,  may  be  devoted 
to  local  purposes — to  the  purposes  of 
the  improvement  and  maintenance  of 
the  roads ;  and  I  trust  that  the  noble 
Lord  who  is  going  to  reply  will  be  able 
to  give  us  some  assurance  on  that  point. 

♦LoRix  ALLENDALE :  The  noble  Lord 
has  raised  a  very  interesting  and  a  very 
important  question,  and  he  has  inci- 
dentally raised  the  whole  question  of 
motor  car  traffic  and  the  upkeep  of 
roads.  This  question  is  very  much 
involved,  and  I  can  only  regret  that  in 
the  few  words  that  I  have  to  say  in  reply 
to  the  noble  Lord's  question,  I  am  afraid 
I  shall  not  be  able  to  give  him  what  he 
will  think  a  very  satisfactory  answer, 
because  this  question  is  so  much  mixed 
up  with  financial  considerations  which, 
as  nobody  knows  better  than  the  noble 
Lord,  hardly  come  within  the  province 
of  this  House.  I  am  able  to  say,  how- 
ever, that  the  Government  have  no 
present  contemplation  of  any  general 
legislation  on  the  subject  of  motor  cars, 
although  they  quite  recognbe  that  an 
Amendment  in  the  law  relating  to  motor 
cars  is  desirable  in  some  directions. 
The  noble  Lord  has  given  us  some  very 
interesting  facts  and  figures  on  the 
question  of  motor  cars  and  the  upkeep  of 
roads,  the  cost  of  which  ha3  no  doubt 
increased  to  a  very  considerable  extent 
since  the  advent  of  motors.  But  the 
main  part  of  his  question  is  really  one, 
as  I  have  already  said,  for  the  Treasury 
to  deal  with,  referring  as  it  does  to 
matters  of  finance. 

Now,  what  the  noble  Lord  asks  is 
practically  if,  when  fresh  legislation  or 
fresh  taxation  is  being  considered,  the 
recommendations  of  the  Royal  Com- 
missions on  Motor  Cars  and  on  London 
Traffic  may  be  borne  in  mind,  and  he 
also  asks  that  steps  may  be  taken  for 
establishing  a  national  road  authority 
for  the  management  of  the  main  roads  of 
the  country.  I  notice  that  in  his  re- 
marks just  now  he  used  the  expression 
**  national  road  authority,"  but  the 
suggestion  of  the  Royal  Commission  to 
which  he  has  referred — the  Royal  Com- 
mission of  1906 — was  not  quite  that 
tiiere  should  be  what  he  has  termed  a 
national     road     authority.     Their    sug- 


gestion was  that  the  money  derived  from 
the  taxation  of  motor  cars  should  be 
handed  to  some  central  department,  and 
should  be  by  them  appropriated  in  part 
payment  of  the  cost  incurred  by  the 
local  authorities  in  works  having  for  their 
object  the  creation  of  more  durable  roads 
and  the  removal  of  dangers  to  traffic  on  the 
more  important  arteries  of  through  com- 
munication. I  think  it  will  be  seen,  there- 
fore, that  it  was  not  a  national  road  • 
authority  such  as  the  noble  Lord  has 
referred  to,  but  a  central  department  by 
whom  the  proceeds  of  licences  should  be 
distributed  that  was  recommended.  Such 
a  department  would,  of  course,  come  to 
exercise  the  same  control  over  the  main 
tenance  of  the  roads  as  is  now  exercised 
by  the  various  local  authorities,  while 
the  actual  management  of  the  roads 
under  the  scheme  proposed  by  the  Royal 
Commission  would  remain  with  the  exist- 
ing authorities. 

Then  the  noble  Lord  ha=j  also  referred 
to  other  Royal  Commissions  and  to  a 
Departmental  Committee  which  have 
already  sat.  The  Royal  Commission  on 
London  Traffic  to  which  he  referred, 
which  sat  in  1905,  was  by  its  terms  of 
reference  confined  to  the  consideration 
of  the  traffic  problems  of  London  solely. 
It  was,  however,  instructed  to  advise  as 
to  the  desirability  of  establishing  some 
tribunal  to  which  schemes  of  railway 
and  tramway  construction  should  be 
referred,  and  it  recommended  the  creation 
of  a  Traffic  Board  to  deal  with  or 
advise  up^n  all  matters  affecting  traffic 
within  the  area  of  Greater  London. 
The  Report  of  that  Commission  does 
not,  I  think,  bear  very  much  upon  the 
noble  Lord's  Question  of  to-day,  but 
the  Royal  Commission  on  Local  Taxation 
to  which  the  noble  Lord  has  also  referred, 
did  recommend,  as  the  noble  Lord  has 
said,  that  a  grant  from  the  Exchequer 
should  be  made  towards  the  maintenance 
of  such  roads  as  might  be  found  on 
investigrtion  by  a  "duly  authorised 
tribunal "  to  be  of  national  as  well  as  of 
local  importance.  Then  there  was  the 
Departmental  Committee  on  Highway 
Authorities,  19v)3,  which  I  think  must  be 
the  one  to  which  the  noble  Lord  alluded, 
appointed  by  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board.  This  Committee  proposed 
a   central  Department   to  supervise   the 
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maintenance  of  the-e  national  high- 
ways. But  I  cannot  find  that  any 
of  these  Commissions,  or  this  Committee, 
to  which  the  noble  Lord  has  referred, 
recommended  quite  what  he  has  sug- 
gested, viz.,  a  national  road  authority  to 
manage  the  main  roads  of  the  country, 
and  the  Government  cannot  give  anv 
promise  for  the  establishment  of  any  such 
^authority.  It  would  be,  in  effect,  to 
create  in  this  country  roads  maintained 
by  the  State  similar  to  what  are  known 
as  "  Routes  Nationales "  in  France ; 
and  this  would  tend  to  throw  a  very 
serious  burden  upon  the  Imperial  funds, 
and  would  be,  I  venture  to  think,  incon- 
sistent with  the  policy  of  local  govern- 
ment and  decentralisation  which  has 
been  adopted  in  this  country,  although 
of  course,  it  must  be  admitted — and  I 
frankly  admit — that  motor  traffic  is  not 
merely  local,  but  if  I  may  use  the  expres- 
sion, through  traffic,  and  that  consider- 
able changes  in  locomotion  throughout 
the  country  have  taken  place  no  doubt 
largely  owing  to  the  advent  of  motors. 
I  may  perhaps  point  out  also — and  this 
trenches  on  the  question  of  finance — 
that  the  practice  of  earmarking  specific 
heads  of  Imperial  revenue  for  the  purpose 
of  grants  in  aid  of  local  taxation,  is 
opposed  to  the  present  policy  of  the 
Treasury.  Chancellors  of  the  Exchequer 
are  all  very  grasping,  I  know,  but  in 
view  of  the  increasing  demands  that  are 
made  upon  the  Exchequer,  I  do  not 
know  that  Mr.  Asquith  is  any  more 
grasping  than  any  of  his  predecessors, 
or  than  the  noble  liord  who  generally 
8it>  on  the  front  bench  opposite 
(Viscount  St.  Aldwyn) ;  but  I  strongly 
suspect,  my  Lords,  that  if  the  Clian- 
cellor  of  the  Exchequer  has  any 
contemplation  at  all  of  getting  increased 
revenue  from  the  taxation  of  motor- 
cars— of  which  I  have  not  the  faintest 
notion — he  will  wish  to  have  the  disposal 
himself  of  any  increased  revenue  which 
he  may  get,  and  not  let  it  be  inter- 
cepted for  the  purpose  of  grants-in-aid. 

ft/^Tho  noble  Lord  asks  in  his  Question 
whether  the  Government  will  give  any 
part  of  its  increased  taxation  to  local 
authorities  for  the  upkeep  of  the  roads. 
He  must  recognise,  however — especially 
as  he  has  sat  in  another  place — that 
the  whole  question  of  subventions  and 
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of  the  taxation  of  motor  can  are  matten 
whieh  do  not  directly  afEect  jour  Lord- 
ships, although  as  taxpayers  I  knov 
perfectly  well  that  all  jour  Lordships 
must  be  individually  interested  in  know- 
ing what  extra  taxation  may  be  imposed 
upon  you  in  another  place,  and  those 
of  you  who  own  motor  cars  will,  I  am 
sure,  be  very  anxious  to  know  whether 
you  will  have  to  pay  a  liigher  tax  in 
respect  of  them  during  the  coming  year. 
But,  as  I  have  said,  I  cannot  pretend 
to  any  knowledge  of  what  the  views  of 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  are  in 
this  relation,  and  I  am  afraid  we  shall 
all  have  to  wait  patiently  until  he  un- 
folds his  Budget  in  a  few  weeks  time. 

Then,  my  Lords,  there  is  the  long- 
deferred  and  very  urgent  question  of 
re-adjusting  the  burden  of  local  taxa- 
tion, which  will  have  to  be  considered. 
The  Report  of  the  Royal  Conmussion 
on  Local  Taxation  has  already  been  re- 
ferred to  by  the  noble  Lord,  and  I  suppose 
it  may  be  taken  for  granted  that  when 
that  very  large  question  is  dealt  with, 
the  suggestion  of  assisting  from  national 
sources  the  maintenance  of  arterial 
roads  will  be  taken  into  very  serious 
consideration,  not  only  in  connection 
with  the  motor-car  traffic,  but  as  part 
of  a  general  and  much  wider  scheme. 
The  Royal  Commission  on  Local  Taxation 
did  certainly  make  certain  recommenda- 
tions as  regards  giving  assistance  to- 
wards the  maintenance  of  roads,  but 
that  was  not  particularly  in  respect  to 
motor  cars ;  in  fact,  I  think  it  was— I 
will  not  say  before  the  advent  of  motor 
cars,  but  before  they  had  increased  to 
the  present  enormous  extent.  But  any 
recommendations  made  were  made  in  re- 
spect of  the  relief  of  local  rates. 

My  Lords,  I  am  very  sorry  that  I 
cannot  make  any  more  definite  state- 
ment in  reply  to  the  noble  Lord,  because 
the  whole  question  is  so  intimately 
bound  up  with  the  financial  administra- 
tion which,  as  I  have  already  said,  this 
House  is  not  concerned  with,  and  we  also 
have  the  Budget  still  in  front  of  us.  I 
will,  however,  take  care  that  the  views 
which  the  noble  Lord  has  expressed, 
and  which  I  know  are  shared  to  a  very 
large  extent  by  noble  Lords  in  this 
House  and  by  others  outside,  shall  be 
represented  to  the  proper  quarter.- 
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The  Marquess  of  LONDONDERRY  : 
My  Lords,  owing  to  an  engagement  in 
the  country,  I  fiardly  expected  that  I 
should  be  able  to  be  present  on  this 
occasion,    and   consequently   I    rise    to 
address  your  Lordships  in  a  somewhat 
unprepared  state  on  this  question.    First 
of  all,  I  would  say  that  in  the  few  remarks 
which  I  propose  to  make,  I  am  speaking 
entirely  for  myself.  On  a  previous  occasion 
I  criticised  to  a  certain  extent  the  action 
of  His  Majesty's  Grovernment,  and  I  also 
criticised  the  remarks  made  by  my  noble 
friend  Lord  Montagu  of    Beaulieu  with 
regard  to  this  question  of  the  maintenance 
of  roads  for  motor  car  traffic.    The  views  I 
expressed  then  I  hold  now.     At  the  same 
time  I  sympathise  entirely  as  to  the 
importance  of  the  question  raised  by  my 
noble  friend.     He  is  of  course  an  author- 
ity on  all  matters  connected  with  motor 
cars  and  the  motor-car  traffic  on  our 
roads.     I  am  not,  but  I  sympathise  with 
him,  because  I  think  that  no  one  can  deny 
that  at  present,  and  more  and  more  as 
the  years  go  by,  we  are  seeing  the  motor- 
car   traffic    gradually,    but   surely    in- 
creasing on  the  roads,  and  we  are  seeing 
steadily,  gradually,  and  surely  the  increase 
of  the  emplo}  ment  given  to  a  vast  number 
of  men,  not  only  in  the  conduct  of  these 
motors,  but  also  in  the  construction  of 
all  sorts  and  kinds  of  motor  cars.    There-  | 
fore  it  is  a  question  which  I  think  my  ' 
noble    friend    is   perfectly    justified   in 
bringing  forward,  and  which  I  am  glad 
to  hear  from  the  noble  Lord   opp)  ite, 
that    ffis    Majesty's    Government    will 
carefully    consider.       But   having    said 
80   much,   I  am    boimd  to   agree  with 
what  has  fallen   from  the  noble   Lord 
opposite.     I  quite  recognise  that  it  is 
impossible  for  him  to  give  any  pledge  as 
to  what  His  Majesty's  Grovernment  will 
do  with  regard  to  this,  to  my  mind,  very 
important   question,   because   we   must 
consider — and  my  noble  friend  opposite 
knows  this  full  well,  because  he  occupies 
a  very  prominent  position  in  the  County 
Council    of    Northumberland — that    the 
whole  question  of  road  traffic  is  one  of 
great  importance  to  those  living  on  the 
Spot,  and  to  the  local  authorities,  and 
therefore  they  will  look  with  a  very  con- 
siderable amount  of  anxiety  at  thee  )!irse 
taken  by  His  Majesty's  Government  when 
the  whole  question  of  local  tixati      ,  as 


my  noble  friend  has  told  us  it  will  be,  is 
I  gone  into,  and  at  the  extent  to  which  the 
•  rates  are  to  be  relieved  or  assisted. 

My  Lords,  I  myself  have  no  hesitation 
I  in  saying  now,  as  I  have  said  before — 
although  I  fear  I  shall  be  censured  for 
doing    so    by   my   noble    friend    Lord 
'  Montagu    of     Beaulieu — that    I    think 
!  motor  cars  do  not  pay  half  enough  taxa- 
tion for  the  amount  of  benefit  they  receive 
in  being  permitted  to  run  along  the  roads. 
I  consider  that  the  amount  which  a  motor 
car  pays  for  the  privilege  of  being  able  to 
run  from  John  o'  Groats  to  Land's  End, 
and  for  having  the  roads  kept  in  condi- 
tion, is  not  adequate.     I  myself,  as  an 
I  owner  of  motor  cars,  would  be  only  too 
glad  to  pay  more,  whether  the  tax  is  to  be 
!  levied  per  horse-power  or  however  the 
.  Government  may  decide,  in  order  that  I 
might  feel  that  the  roads  were  kept  in 
j  order  for  me,  and  that  I  had  a  right  to 
I  use  those  roads.     I  say  again  that  at  the 
!  present  moment,  to  my  mind,  motor  cars 
are  certainly  undertaxed  ;  but  as  to  how 
the  question  of  taxation  of  motor  cars 
1  is  to  be  dealt  with,  I  do  not  pretend  to  say. 
I  remember  that  I  said  a  year  ago  that  I 
thought  they  ought  to  pay  according  to 
horse-power.    I  thought  then  that  the 
very  large  fund  which  would  result  should 
be  at  the  disposal  of  the  Gffvemment. 
1  still  maintain  that  it    should   be    at 
the    disposal   of    the    Government    and 
not    of   the    local   authorities,   for    the 
purpose  of  maintaining  the  roads  and  of 
compensating  those  who  are  damaged  by 
these  motors  rushing  past  them. 

My  noble  friend  Lord  Montagu  of 
Beaulieu,  said  that  he  did  not  see 
why  motor  cars,  any  more  than  ohjets 
(Tart  and  other  luxuries,  should  be 
taxed.  I  differ  with  him  upon  that, 
because  motor  cars  are  a  cause  of  in- 
convenience to  others,  while  ohjets  (Tart 
are  not,  and  I  consider  that  those  who 
cause  inconvenience  to  the  public  ought 
to  pay  for  doing  so.  Therefore,  I  think  that 
this  is  certainly  a  question  which  the 
Government  ought  to  consider.  In 
times  past,  when  motor  cars  first 
originated,  I  think  I  may  say  that 
the  drivers  showed  no  consideration 
whatever  for  anyone.  They  rushed 
through  the  towns  and  villages  re.izardless 
of  any  damage  they  did;     they  scared 
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men,  women,  and  cliildreii,  as  well  as 
horses  and  cattlo  on  the  roads  and  in  the 
fields,  and  I  think  the  mipopularity 
of  motor  cars  in  the  first  instance  was 
due  entirely  to  that  class  of  driver. 
But  I  am  glad  to  think  that  the  class 
of  driver  who  is  now  employed  is  very 
different.  He  is  forbidden  by  his  em- 
ployer to  do  anything,  so  far  as  he  can 
avoid  it,  to  cause  inconvenience  to  the 
districts  through  which  he  passes,  and  I 
think  that  the  British  public  consequently 
view  the  question  of  motor  cars  in  quite 
a  different  spirit  from  what  they  (fid  a 
few  years  ago. 

I  am  bound  to  say  I  look  with  a  certain 
amount  of  contempt  upon  police  traps. 
I  have  always  noticed  that  police  traps 
are  usually  set  in  the  safest  part  of  the 
road,  in  those  districts  in  which  no  harm 
could  be  done  by  going  at  a  great  speed — 
and  yet  it  is  at  those  very  spots  where 
no  harm  can  be  done,  that  there  are 
policemen  waiting  to  capture  those 
drivers  who  are  exceeding  the  legal 
speed.  But  where  ought  they  to  be  ? 
Not  wasting  their  time  in  setting  traps 
in  those  safe  districts,  but  in  the  villages 
and  towns  where  children  are  running 
about  and  risking  their  lives  and  limbs. 

My  Lords,  I  think  this  is  a  very  big 
question  to  enter  into,  and  I  am  very  glad 
indeed  that  my  noble  friend  has  raised  it. 
I  certainly  hope  that  when  the  time 
comes  for  raising  this  question  of  local 
taxation  the  views  which  I  have  put 
shortly  and  crudely  before  your  Lord- 
ships may  be  taken  into  consideration, 
and  that  the  whole  system  of  motor  car 
trafl&c  along  the  roads,  which  is  at  the 
present  time  a  very  important  question, 
and  will  become  more  and  more  im- 
portant as  the  years  go  by,  may  be  taken 
into  consideration,  and  the  matter 
fully  discussed  and  considered  before 
any  definite  conclusion  is  arrived  at. 

♦The  under  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  FOR  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS 
(Lord  Fitzmaurice)  :  My  Lords,  the 
question  which  my  noble  friend  has 
raised  is  one  (and  nobody,  I  think, 
appreciates  that  more  than  he  does) 
of  immense  and  almost  endless  rami- 
fications. I  was  rather  sorry  that  in 
the  couise  of  his  observations  he  dwelt 
so  entirely  upon  the  damage  done   to 
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the  roads  by  motor  cars,  and  that  he 
did  not  say  a  word  about — at  least  so 
far  as  I  followed  his  argument,  he  did  not 
refer  specifically  to — the  much  greater 
damage  done  to  roads  by  road  engines 
as  distinct  from  motor  cars.  I  suppose 
that  nobody  who  lives  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  a  town  can  possibly  fail  to  be 
aware  that  one  road  engine,  in  the 
course  of  a  few  hours,  will  do  a  far  grtatcr 
amoimt  of  damage  than  a  very  great 
number  of  motor  cars,  and  also  that 
there  is  a  tendency  now,  on  the  part  of 
railway  companies,  to  take  such  traffic 
as  they  have  heretofore  still  continu  d 
to  place  upon  our  fast  disappearing  canals 
off  those  canals  and  to  put  it  upon  road 
engines  and  send  it  along  the  roads. 
For  example,  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Bath  and  Bristol,  the  Midland  Railway 
Company  has  taken  its  traffic  off  the 
Kennet  and  Avon  Canal,  and  has  put  it 
upon  the  main  roads  in  the  counties  of 
Somerset  and  Wilts  and  in  the  City  of 
Bath  (which  is  an  independent  road 
authority)  which  runs  parallel  to  that 
canal,  and  those  roads,  which  used  to 
be  some  of  the  finest  roads  in  the  country, 
and  were  very  popular,  especially  with 
the  bicycling  commimity,  have  now  been 
almost  entirely  destroyed,  and  the  cost 
of  these  roads  to  the  county  authorities 
has  been  enormously  increased.  That, 
of  course,  raises  a  question  which  is  very 
germane  to  what  has  fallen  from  my 
noble  friend,  and  which  will  undoubtedly 
have  to  be  considered  whenever  this  very 
large  and  complicated  question  is  dealt 
with — I  mean  the  law  relating  to  extra- 
ordinary traffic.  My  noble  friend  knows 
— for  he  has  given  an  almost  life-long 
study  to  this  question — ^that  the  law 
relating  to  extraordinary  traffic  is  in  a 
state  of  most  extraordinary  confusion. 
At  a  very  early  period  of  the  appearance 
of  this  greatly  increased  traffic  upon  our 
roads,  decisions  were  given — and  I  have 
no  doubt  they  were  perfectly  sound  as 
having  been  given  by  eminent  Judges — 
that  "  extraordinary  traffic  "  only  meant 
traffic  which  was  not  ordinary  traffic — 
that  it  was  not  "  extraordinary  "  in  the 
sense  of  being  unusually  great  in  the 
point,  let  us  say,  of  the  weight,  or  quan- 
tity, or  quality,  of  the  traffic  itself. 
They  decided  that  you  had  simply  to 
ascertain  the  question  whether  it  was 
part  of  the  ordinary  traffic  of  the  district 
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or  not.  Then  Bubsequentlj  there  were 
other  decisions  which  rather  qualified 
that  doctrine,  and  quite  recently,  in 
regard  to  this  very  Iffidland  Railway 
Company,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
city  of  Bath,  there  has  been  a  decision 
given  which  no  doubt  is  a  very  great 
encouragement  to  the  road  authorities. 
Now  it  stands  to  reason  that  if  tne  road 
authorities  are  able  to  enforce  claims 
for  extraordinary  traffic  against  com- 
panies which  do  this  damage,  and  if  they 
are  able  to  recover  a  considerable  amount 
of  the  increased  cost— not,  perhaps,  that  I 
am  very  hopeful  about  that — ^it  would 
in  some  ways  rather  modify  the  present 
position,  because  it  would  -remove  a 
portion  of  the  grievance  which 
the  local  authorities  have,  as  I 
think,  far  more  against  the  owners  of 
heavy  traffic  like  the  road  engines  than 
against  the  owners  of  motor  cars,  though 
no  doubt  the  motor  cars  are  far  more 
numerous  in  themselves  than  the  road 


Lord    MONTAGU 
nodded  assent. 


OF    BEAULIEU 


Then,  whenever .  this  question  comes 
up,  I  have  no  doubt  the  Government  will 
also  have  to  consider  certain  questions 
on  which  my  noble  friend  touched, 
though  not  very  fully.  For  example, 
my  noble  friend  said,  and  said  very 
truly,  that  one  of  the  greatest  evils  of 
our  present  road  system  was  the  enor- 
mous number  of  authorities.  I  alwa3rs 
regretted  that  the  late  Government, 
when  they  were  passing  that  great 
measure,  the  Local  Government  Act  of 
1888,  accepted  an  Amendment  by  which 
the  county  councils  were  able  to  divest 
themselves  of  a  considerable  por- 
tion of  their  authority  and  their  duty, 
by  contracting  with  minor  authorities. 
Undoubtedly  the  enormous  number  of 
local  road  authorities  is  a*  very  great  evil. 
It  will  be  great  in  any  case,  because  you 
have  all  the  county  authorities — ^not 
only  the  geographical  counties,  but  the 
administrative  counties,  which  include 
all  the  great  county  boroughs — boroughs 
above  50,000  population.  But  if,  in 
addition  to  that,  a  county  council  con- 
tracts with  all  the  minor  authorities  in 
a  county,  or  with  some  of  them,  you 
mmediately  intensify  that  evil  twenty 
or  thirty- fold,  according  to  the  circum- 
stances of  your  county. 
VOL.CLXXXVL   [Forara  Series.] 


♦Lord  FITZMAURICE  :  I  am  glad  to 
see  that  my  noble  friend  agrees  with  me. 
And  the  contracting  clause  to  which  I 
refer,  is  all  the  more  dangerous  because 
there  is  generally  a  certain  amount  of 
local  popularity  to  be  got  by  telling  the 
minor  authorities  that  you  are  going  to 
contract  with  them.  The  unfortunate 
result  has  been  that  the  less  progressive 
counties  in  England  have  taken  advan- 
tage of  that  clause,  and  have  very  largely 
divested  themselves  of  the  duty  which 
Parliament  placed  upon  them,  and  in 
that  way  have  enormously  increased  the 
existing  confusion  and  expense.* 

Although  my  noble  friend  spoke  of  two 
Commissioixs,  I  think  as  a  matter  of  fact 
the  second  body  was  not  a  Commission 
but  a  Departmental  Committee,  and  that 
Departmental  Committee  issued  a  very 
valuable  Report.  In  that  Report  there 
were  some  specific  recommendations 
upon  this  point  —  that  the  powers 
of  the  county  councils  to  divest  them- 
selves of  their  duty  in  regard  to  road 
maintenance  should  be  -very  seriously 
considered  by  the  Government. 

Then  there  is  yet  another  matter, 
which  I  do  not  tlunk  my  noble  friend 
mentioned  at  all,  which  bears  upon  this 
question,  namely,  the  extraordinarily 
weak  position  in  which  the  county 
councils  of  England  stand  as  compared 
with  the  county  comicils  of  Ireland,  with 
regard  to  the  expense  of  road  improve- 
ments. I  believe  this  is  not  very  generally^ 
known :  that  the  greatest  local  bodies  that 
we  have  in  England — the  county  councils 
— have  no  compubory  power  for  taking 
land  for  the  improvement  of  roads. 
When  the  late  Government  were  passing 
the  Local  Government  (Ireland)  Act 
through  Parliament,  they  accepted  a 
very  useful  Amendment.  I  am  glad  to 
say  that,  because  just  now  I  was  criti- 
cising them  in  reference  to  an  unfortun- 
nate  Amendment  which  they  accepted 
in  the  English  Act,  but  by  general  con- 
sent in  the  House  of  Commons  (and 
English  Members  took  some  part  in  the 
discussion — I  myself  ventured  to  do  that 
somewhat  dangerous  thing,  and  it  i«  «» 
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thing  which  I  have  very  seliom  ventured 
upon  doing,  to  discuss  an  Irish  Bill  in 
the  Houvse  of  Commons)  a  cliuse  was 
accepted  under  whi  h  the  Irish  county 
council  were  given  that  which  the 
Engl.sh  county  council j  have  not  got, 
namely,  a  cheap  and  easy  method  of 
taking  Imd  by  compulsion,  when  they 
cannot  get  it  by  agreement,  for  purposes 
of  road  improvement.  Of  course  that  is 
a  right  wliich  has  to  be  very  carefully 
guarded,  in  order  to  prevent  landowners 
being  subject  to  any  injustice.  The 
machinery  pro\dded  was  partly  adminis- 
trative, partly  judicial,  but  as  I  say  this 
clause  was  accepted  quite  unanimously 
by  the  House  of  Commons  and  by  your 
Lordships'  House.  If  a  similar  provision 
were  made  with  regard  to  England,  I 
believe  the  comity  councils  would  be 
enabled,  in  regard  to  this  matter  of  road 
maintenance  and  road  improvement,  to 
move  with  greater  freedom,  especially  in 
the  case  of  land  near  large  towns,  where 
in  many  cases  roads  seem  to  end  in  the 
neck  of  a  bottle,  and  where  there  is  a 
great  tendency  to  ask  the  very  highest 
price  which  can  be  got  for  the  land.  An 
alteration  of  the  law  in  this  respect 
would,  I  know  from  experience,  be  a  very 
great  advantage  to  the  county  councils. 

I  have  ventured  to  mention  all  these 
subjects    ill    order    that    I    might    fully  i 
justify  the  position  which  the  Govern- 1 
ment    take — that    as    these    points    all  j 
exist,    and    as    there    are    those    lariior  i 
questions  of  local  convenience  on  whicli 
my  noble   frieud   dwelt   so   very  clearly 
in  his  speech,  I  do  not  think  anybody 
can    complani,  if,  bearing   in    mind   the 
rather    leni^hy    programme    which    the 
Government  have  before  them,  they  do 
not,  in  this  session  at  least,  attempt  to 
deal  with  this  very  difficult  question. 

Lord  MONTAGU  of  BEAULIEU  : 
The  noble  Lord  who  answered  me  on 
this  question  hardly,  I  think,  grasped 
that  what  I  asked  him  for  was  not  so 
much  information  as  to  whether  i\ 
higher  tax  on  motor  cars  was  to  bii  put 
on  in  the  ensuing  Budget ;  what  I 
rather  invited  the  Govenimont's  atten- 
tion to  was  the  fact  that  whatever  pro- 
cess they  adopt  for  taxation  the  money 
should  be  handed  over,  as  the  noble 
Lord  (Lord  Fitzmaurice)  has  made  out 

Lord  Fitzmaurice, 


so  good  a  case  for,  to  the  local  authoritie! 
for  the  purposes  of  the  roads.  The 
Departmental  Committee  to  which  1 
referred  particularly  advocated  that  there 
should  be  a  central  authority,  which 
might  be  the  Local  GJovemment  Board 
or  some  other  Department,  to  take  over 
the  work  of  the  maintenance  of  the 
main  roads.  I  did  not  go  fully  into 
the  Royal  Commission  Report,  because 
it  would  have  taken  too  long.  After 
what  has  fallen  from  noble  Lords  opposite, 
I  am  afraid  that  the  subject  wiU  not  re- 
ceive the  attention  of  the  Government 
this  session,  but  I  hope  that  His  Majesty's 
Government  will  bear  it  in  mind  should 
an  opportunity  arise  at  any  time  of  doing 
anything  to  help  forward  this  matter. 

Lord  ALLENDALE  :  I  apologise 
to  the  noble  Lord  if  I  omitted  to  refer 
to  the  particular  point  to  which  he  has 
just  called  attention,  but  I  was  rather 
regarding  the  whole  question  as  one 
which  is  very  much  mixed  up  with  these 
three  Royal  Commissions  and  the 
departmental  Committee.  I  am  quite 
sure  that  all  the  recommendations  of 
these  various  bodies  will  receive  the 
careful  consideration  of  whatever  Govern- 
ment is  in  power  at  the  time  when  this 
question  comes  to  be  dealt  with. 


INDIAN    GOVERNORS    AND    LEAVE   OF 
I  ABSENCE. 

I  ♦Lord  LAMINGTON,  in  asking  whether 
!  Hi  4  Majesty's  Government  would  con- 
j  sider  the  advi  ability  of  amending  the 
i  statute  by  whiih  the  Viceroy,  the 
j  Governors  of  Madras  and  Bombay,  and 
I  the  C'omm^-nder-in-Chief  in  India  are 
I  unable  to  obtain  leave  to  letum  home 
I  without  resignation  of  their  appoint- 
ments, said :  My  Lords,  the  prohibi- 
I  tion  that  forms  the  subject  of  my 
I  Question  dates  from  an  Act  of  33  George 
j  III.  I  have  read  somewhere,  but  can- 
,  not  now  trace  the  reference,  the  origin 
i  of  this  prohibition.  If  I  rcniember 
i  rightly,  it  was  owing  to  the  absence  from 
,  India  of  some  highly  placed  official  for 
i  a  period  of  two  or  more  years  without 
1  leave.  However,  the  prohibition  was 
,^  finally  embodied  in  an  Act  of  3  &  4 
i  William  IV.,  and  it  now  reads  as  follows — 

*'  That  the  return  to  Europe  or  the  departure 
I  from  India  with  intent  to  return  to  Kuro].e  of 
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any  povernor-^eneral  of  India,  governor,  mem- 
ber of  coiincil.  or  commander-in-chief,  shall 
be  deemed  in  law  a  resignation  and  voidance 
of  hU  ofti<*e  or  employment." 

That  proliibition  has  been  so  far  amended 
and  qualified  by  an  Act  of  1861  as  to 
allow  members  of  the  Council  to  obtain 
leave  on  medical  certificate. 

My  Lords,  I  need  hardly  point  out  the 
great  difference  between  the  circum- 
stances which  obtain  now  and  those 
which  obtained  in  the  year  1793,  when  a 
voyage  to  India  occupied  anything  from 
a  year  to  eighteen  months,  and  even  in 
the  time  of  William  IV.,  it  might  often 
have  a  duration  of  from  six  to  nine 
months.  In  addition,  there  is  now  a 
weekly  mail,  and  there  is  the  telegraph 
incessantly  going  between  the  Govern- 
ment of  India  and  the  authorities  at 
home.     Therefore,    there    is    really    no 

comparison    between    the    methods    of 

communication  which  now  exist  and  those 

which  existed  at  the  time  these  Acts 

were  framed ;  and  if  this  is  such  a  very 

wise  and  important  provision,  it  may  well 

be  asked  why  it  is  not  found  in  any  ,  ^o  discharged  the  affairs  of  his  office. 

other    Department    or    in    any    other   Therefore  there  is  nothing  personal  about 

service.     It  certainly  does  not  exist  in    what  I  am  going  to  say  ;  it  is  merely  used 

the  case  of  any  other  offices  held  under  ,  ^Y  nie  in  illustration  of  my  argument. 

the  Crown,  and  it  may  safely  be  assumed  I  I^^st  year  I  was  holding  the  post  of 

that  in  no  other  country  in  the   world    Governor    of    Bombay,    and    owing    to 


But,  my  Lords,  there  are  in- 
accidents  of  our  existence. 
Death  and  illness  are  always  possibilities, 
and  these  upset  your  best-framed  regula- 
tions; and  in  my  opinion  the  failure 
to  recognise  them  may  only  accentuate 
their  possibilities  for  evil,  and  by  not 
making  allowance  for  these  contingencies 
the  continuity  which  it  was  the  obvious 
intention  of  these  Acts  to  preserve  may 
be  only  the  more  impaired. 

If  I  may  do  so,  I  would  show  this  by  my 
own  experience,  but  I  do  so  with  extreme 
reluctance,  and  I  would  ask  your  Lord- 
ships to  acquit  me  of  any  desire  or  in- 
tention of  bringing  forward  my  own 
misfortune  as  the  basis  of  my  argument. 
J  only  use  it  by  way  of  illustration,  and 
nothing  more.  Still  less  am  I  seeking  to 
ventilate  a  grievance,  because  for  the 
sympathy  and  goodwill  that  I  received 
from  the  Secretary  of  State  I  can  enter- 
tain nothing  but  the  most  profound 
gratitude — a  gratitude. equalled  only  by 
my  admiration  for  the  manner  in  which 


does  this  disability  extend  to  any  official, 
and  I  do  not  imagine  for  a  moment 
that  anybody  would  say  that  if  you 
were  in  these  days  framing  a  system  of 
administration  for  the  Indian  Empire  you 
would  insert  such  a  provision  as  this. 
I  am  myself  far  too  profound  a  believer 
in  the  value  of  the  opinion,  the  judgment, 
and  the  knowledge  of  the  man  on  the  spot 
to  propose  anything  that  would  encourage 
him  to  take  leave  for  his  own  recreation 
or    amusement,    and    thereby    possibly 
injure  his  authority  and  prestige.     Nor, 
indeed,  can  I  imagine  that  any  occupant 
of  these  offices  that  are  subject  to  this 
prohibition    would    be    willing    idly    to 
absent    himself    from    his    post.     The 
work  is  so  interesting,  the  problems  to 
be  solved  are  so  varied,  so  complex  and 
80    absorbing,    and   the   distribution   of 
officers  anl  general  system  of  patronage 
demands     such     constant     and    urgent 
attention,   that    I   cannot   conceive    of 
any   of    the:e    officials    being   anything 
but     loth      to      sever      himself,     even 
temporarily,    from    the    affairs    of    his 


certain  untoward  circumstances  in  con- 
nection with  ill-health,  my  return  home 
was   necessitated.     Before   returning,    ] 
asked  the  Secretary  of  State  if  it  was  not 
possible  to  allow  of  my  resignation  with 
a  view  to  subsequent  reappointment.     I 
only  asked  for  a  short  leave  of  absence — 
say  eight  or  ten  weeks,  but  the  Secretary 
of  State,  after  giving  full  consideration  to 
my  application,  said  he  could  not  grant 
it,  as  he  considered  it  would  be  contrary 
to  the  spirit  of  the  Act.     Well,  my  Lords, 
what  happened  ?     I  left  towards  the  end 
of  July,  and  my  successor  did  not  arrive 
in  India  until  nearly  the  middle  of  Novem  • 
ber ;      so    that    the     interruption — the 
interval    between    the    holding    of    the 
Grovernorship  by  myself  and  my  successor 
— was  an  interval  of  fourteen  or  fifteen 
weeks,  as  compared  w^ith  the  eight  or  ten 
weeks  for  which  I  had  asked.     Further- 
more, the  occupant  of  the  post  was  fresh 
to  his  duties  as  compared  with  myself. 
I  do  not  think  it  can  be  gainsaid,  there- 
fore,  that  continuity  of  administration 
was  not  secured  in  that  instance,  and 
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that  the  spirit  of  the  law  would  have  been 
honoured  rather  in  its  breach  than  in  its 
observance.  J  should  not  care  how 
stringent  were  the  conditions  imposed 
upon  any  official  who  had  to  take  leave — 
I  should  say  that  he  must  sacrifice  his 
pay,  that  he  should  receive  no  allowance 
of  passage  money,  and  that  there  should 
be  the  strictest  possible  limitations  of  time 
imposed  ;  but  what  I  do  contend  is  that 
the  Government,  or  the  Secretary  of 
State,  should  not  be  debarred  absolutely, 
helplessly,  and  hopelessly,  from  doing 
what  might  be  considered  advisable  under 
such  circumstances — that  some  discre- 
tion should  be  allowed  in  the  matter  of 
giving  leave.  Remember,  this  disability 
may  operate  veiy  injuriously  in  pre- 
venting the  Government  obtaining  the 
services  of  the  men  who  may  be  best 
fitted  to  fill  these  posts.  The  point  was 
mentioned  by  the  lat«  Lord  Salisbury  on 
an  occasion  which  I  will  allude  to  later 
on.  He  said  that  **  owing  to  the  inability 
to  obtain  temporary  leave  or  medical 
leave  it  was  difficult  to  fill  some  ol  the 
offices  specified  in  the  -schedule  of  a  Bill 
which  was  then  being  brought  forward ;  " 
and  he  added  that  "nobody  who  had  had 
an^-thing  to  do  with  the  filling  of  those 
offices  would  doubt  the  accuracy  of  what 
he  said."  And  I  have  had  iton  very  good 
authority  that  one  of  the  most  distin- 
guished Members  of  your  Lordships' 
House  has  sfid  that  nothing  would 
induce  him  to  accept  an  office  during  the 
tenure  of  which  he  would  be  debarred 
irom  any  possibility  of  returning  home. 

My  Lords,  that  is  one  aspect  of  the 
case.  Then  there  is  another.  The  one 
I  have  mentioned  deals  rather  with  the 
removal  of  what  to  my  mind  constitutes 
a  defect  of  the  law,  but  there  are  those 
who  hold  strongly  that  it  would  be  a 
decided  gain  were  any  one  of  these 
officials  able  to  be  summoned  home 
for  purposes  of  consultation  and  dis- 
cussion by  the  Home  Government.  I 
need  not  dwell  upon  the  advantages 
of  personal  discussion  as  compared  with 
any  amount  of  despatch  or  letter  writing, 
but  I  may  briefly  state  what  has  taken 
place  in  this  connection.  In  1887  it 
was  thought  desirable  that  His  Royal 
Highness  the  Duke  of  Connaught  should 
leave  his  post  of  Commander-in-Chief 
in    Bombay — a    post    which    has    been 
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since  abolished — so  as  to  be  enabled  to 
attend  the  Jubilee  of  her  late  Majesty 
Queen  Victoria ;  and  Sir  John  Gidist, 
who  was  then  Under-Secretary  of  State 
for  India  in  the  House  of  Commons,  in 
moving  the  Second  Reading  of  a  Bill 
to  enable  His  Royal  Highness  to  come 
home,  stated  that  it  had  been  then 
contemplated  by  the  Gk>vemment  that 
it  might  have  been  possible  to  have 
allowed  His  Royal  Highness  to  resign 
with  the  intention  of  his  being  subse- 
quently reappointed,  but  that  it  had 
been  felt  by  the  Government,  then  as 
now,  that  some  would  consider  that  such 
a  course  would  constitute  an  evasion 
of  the  Act.  Mr.  Childers,  in  the  coarse 
of  the  debate,  said  that  he  would  be 
willing  to  support  the  Bill  on  the  under- 
standing that  the  Government  as  soon 
as  possible  introduced  a  Bill  repealing 
this  particular  provision.  Mr.  W.  H. 
Smith,  the  then  Leader  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  at  once  assented,  and  during 
his  speech  adverted  strongly  upon  the 
advantages  that  would  be  obtained  by 
the  possibility  of  giving  permission  to 
any  one  of  these  officials  to  return  home 
from  time  to  time  ;  and  in  1891-1892 
the  noble  Lord,  Viscount  Cross,  intro- 
duced a  Bill  into  your  Lordships'  House 
with  these  objects  in  view.  That  Bill 
both  gave  permission  for  any  one  of 
these  officials  to  obtain  leave  on  medical 
certificate,  and  also  provided  that  on 
public  grounds  he  might  be  summoned 
home  at  the  discretion  of  the  Secretary 
of  State.  Speaking  for  myself,  I  think 
that  the  conditions  surrounding  this 
concession  were  really  almost  too  liberal, 
but  that  is  a  point  into  which  I  need 
not  enter  now.  During  the  course  of 
the  debate,  the  late  Lord  Salisbury 
mentioned  that  he  considered  the  present 
system  was  anomalous  and  unwise. 
That  Bill  passed  through  your  Lord- 
ships' House.  It  then  went  to  the 
House  of  Commons,  where  it  was  taken 
charge  of  by  my  noble  friend  Lord 
Curzon,  but  it  never  arrived  at  any 
further  stage,  owing  to  the  general 
election  supervening. 

Now  I  come  to  another  stage  of  this 
question.  In  1902  I  understand  that 
during  the  Viceroyalty  of  Lord  Curzon 
a  despatch  was  sent  by  the  Government 
of  India  dealing  with  this  question,  and 
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I  would  ask  the  noble  Lord  who  is  going 
to  reply  to  this  question  whether  he  would 
not  allow  that  despatch  to  be  laid  upon 
the  Table  of  this  House,  and  also  the 
reply  made  to  it  by  the  then  Secretary 
of  State.  In  speaking  of  the  Bill  of 
1892  I  ought  to  have  mentioned  that  the 
Viceroy  was  not  included  amongst  the 
ofl&cers  that  were  put  into  the  schedule. 

My  Lords,  I  think  I  have  said  enough 
to  show  that  I  am  not  myself  recklessly 
proposing  an  innovation.  It  is  a  subject 
that  has  been  approved  of  by  most 
eminent  statesmen,  and  it  is  also  a  sub- 
ject that  has  met  with  the  full  approval 
of  your  liordships'  House.  What  I, 
however,  most  strenuously  contend  for 
is  that  this  regulation,  as  it  at  present 
stands,  is  inadequate,  and  that  it  operates 
injuriously  to  the  public  interest,  and 
therefore  I  press  for  some  modification  of 
it  which  will  unfetter,  in  some  degree, 
the  Secretary  of  State  so  as  to  allow  him 
to  use  his  discretion.  If  it  is  thought 
that  the  discretion,  if  granted,  might 
lead  to  laxity,  then  by  all  means  hedge  it 
round  with  every  conceivable  limitation, 
80  as  to  safeguard  it  against  abuse  ;  but  I 
do  think,  my  Lords,  that  this  is  a  subject 
which  merits  attention,  and  that  the 
modification  which  I  propose  would 
certainly  tend  to  the  improvement  of  the 
public  administration  of  the  affairs  of 
India. 

Viscount  CROSS:  My  Lords,  the  noble 
Lord  has  referred  to  my  action  when  I  was 
Secretary  of  State  for  India.  It  is  quite 
true  that  my  attention  was  first  called 
to  this  subject  at  the  time  of  the  Jubilee, 
and  what  the  noble  Lord  has  said  is 
equally  true,  that  it  was  desired,  on 
public  grounds,  that  the  Duke  of  Con- 
naught,  who  was  then  Commander-in- 
Chief  of  Bombay,  should  come  home  to 
attend  the  Jubilee.  It  was  suggested 
to  me  at  that  time  that  I  should  allow 
him  to  resign  his  office,  come  home,  and 
then  be  re-appointed.  That  I  entirely 
declined  to  have  anything  at  all  to  do 
with.  I  thgught  it  would  be  a  gross 
breach  of  the  Act  of  Parliament  and 
that  it  would  be  making  a  use  of  it  which 
was  never  intended,  and  ought  never  to 
be  allowed  for  a  moment.  So  there  waj 
an  end  of  that.  Then  there  was  no  means 
of  bringing  him  home  except  by  a  special 


Act  of  Parliament,  and  what  my  noble 
friend  has  said  on  this  point  is  equally 
true ;  a  Bill  was  introduced  into  the 
House  of  Commons,  it  passed  and  became 
law,  and  the  Duke  of  Connaught  came 
home.  But  during  the  course  of  the 
discussion  in  the  House  of  Commons,  Mr. 
Childers,  who  at  that  time  appeared  on 
behalf  of  the  Opposition,  so  to  speak, 
made  almost  a  stipulation  that  if  that 
Bill  was  allowed  to  pass  it  ought  to  be 
as  a  general  Act — not  for  this  particular 
Commander-in-Chief,  but  that  it  ought 
to  be  a  general  Act,  and  so  discussed. 
That  pledge  was  given,  and  the  result 
wa3  that  in  1891  we  brought  forward  a 
Bill  in  your  Lordships'  House  to  allow  the 
Viceroy  and  the  other  Government  officers 
in  India — the  Commander-in-Chief  and 
the  Governors  of  Bombay  and  Madras  — 
to  come  home  on  public  grounds.  But 
great  care  was  taken  that  that  should  not 
be  abused,  because  in  the  Bill  which  I 
brought  forward  no  action  waf  to  be 
taken  except  with  the  consent  of  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  India  in  Council ; 
and  there  was  the  further  safeguard  that 
it  had  also  to  pass  through  the  Viceroy 
and  his  Council  in  India  before  it  could 
be  acled  upon.  So  that  probably  every 
safeguard  that  could  be  adopted  was 
introduced  into  that  Bill. 

I  agree  with  my  noble  friend  that  when 
the  Act  to  which  he  has  referred  was 
passed,  communication  between  India  and 
England  was  a  totally  different  thing 
from  what  it  is  now.  At  that  time  you 
had  to  go  round  by  the  Cape,  and  months 
and  months  would  elapse.  Now  all  that 
is  changed.  That  Bill  of  1891  did  not 
go  through,  because  it  was  crowded  out. 
That  is  a  thing  which  very  often  happens 
in  sessions  of  Parliament  in  regard  to 
Bills,  some  of  which  are  good  and 
some  bad,  and  I  daresay  it  is  po3- 
sible  that  in  the  pre-sent  session  a 
certain  number  of  Bills  may  be  crowded 
out.  In  1892  it  was  brought  in  again. 
Lord  Northbrook,  who  had  a  great 
experience,  of  course,  in  Indian  affairs, 
objected  to  the  Viceroy  being  included, 
and  he  gave  very  substantial  reasons 
why  he  should  not  be  included.  He  said 
that  the  Viceroy  himself  stood  quite 
apart  from  anybody  else — he  was  on  a 
pinnacle — he  was  the  great  man — and  the 
result  was  that  I  consented  to  strike  the 
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Viceroy  out  of  the  schedule,  and  the  Bill 
passed  your  Lordships'  House  with  that 
omission.  I  am  not  quite  certain  whether 
anybody  could  imagine  India  without  the 
presence  of  a  Viceroy,  and  I  think 
Lord  Northbrook  was  right.  The  effect 
of  bringing  a  Viceroy  home  for  consulta- 
tion, even  on  matters  of  great  importance, 
would  very  hkely  have  had  a  bad 
effect  in  India  itself,  and  would  to  a 
certain  extent  have  pulled  down  the 
Viceroy  from  the  pinnacle  upon  which 
he  stood,  because  the  Viceroy  is  the 
Viceroy,  and  known  as  such  all  over  the 
Indian  continent.  Well,  that  second  Bill 
passed  your  Lordships'  House  with  the 
exclusion  of  the  Viceroy.  If  I  remember 
rightly,  Lord  Northbrook  also  wanted 
to  strike  out  the  Commander-in-Chief, 
but  your  Lordships  declined  to  do  that, 
and  the  Bill  retained  the  provision  with 
regard  to  the  Commander-in-Chief.  My 
noble  friend  said  perfectly  truly  that  the 
Bill  passed  your  Lordships'  House,  and 
was  brought  into  the  other  House  of 
Parliament,  and  it  would  no  doubt  have 
become  law  if  it  had  not  been  for  the 
dissolution  of  Parliament  itself,  and 
the  consequent  dissolution  of  the  Govern- 
ment which  brought  it  in. 

There  my  connection  with  this  subject 
stops.  I  quite  agree  that  these  great 
officers  should  not  be  called  home  except 
for  very  important  reasons,  and  I  think 
that  the  safeguards  which  were  put  into 
that  Bill,  requiring,  the  sanction — in 
fact  the  initiation — of  the  Secretary 
of  State  in  Council,  and  also  the 
assent  of  the  Viceroy  and  his  Council 
in  India,  were  safeguards  which  every- 
body must  admit  were  very  great,  and 
such  as  to  render  any  abuse  impos- 
sible. There  is  no  doubt  that  Lord 
Salisbury,  who  had  been  Secretary  of 
State  for  India  himself,  and  who  was  at 
that  time  Prime  Minister,  and  Secretary 
of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs,  most  warmly 
backed  up  the  Bill  which  I  had  the 
honour  of  introducing  to  your  Lordships' 
House.  He,  at  all  events,  knew  as  much 
about  India  as  most  people.  I  am  still 
of  the  same  opinion  as  I  ^a^  then,  and  I 
think  with  what  my  noble  friend  brought 
forward  as  Lord  Salisbury's  view,  and 
also  his  statement  that  the  abso- 
lute inability,  as  the  Act  stood,  of 
the    holder     of     one    of    these    great 

Viscount  Cross. 


offices  to  come  home,  however  important 
the  subject  might  be  for  which  he  wis 
to  be  brought  home,  did  at  all  events 
make  an  extra  difficulty  in  finding  men 
ready  to  take  up  these  posts. 

I  have  said  now  all  that  I  mean  to  say. 
I  leave  the  matter  in  your  Lordshipa* 
hands.  Whether  my  noble  friend  will 
be  content  with  what  he  may  hear  from 
His  Majesty's  Government  I  do  not 
know,  nor  do  I  know  whether  ffi» 
Majesty's  Government  have  any  inten- 
tion of  bringing  in  any  such  Bill  or  not ; 
but  at  all  events  I  think  we  ought  to  be 
grateful  to  the  noble  Lord  for  bringing 
this  matter  beiore  your  Lordships' 
House.  As  I  say,  I  am  still  of  the  same 
opinion  as  I  was  as  that  time — ^that  it 
would  be  wise  with  sufficient  safeguards, 
for  public  purposes  alone,  and  leaving 
out  the  Viceroy,  to  allow  the  other 
Indian  officers  to  come  home  on  leave. 

♦Lord  CURZON   op  KEDLESTON: 

My  Lords,  perhaps  as  my  name  has  been 
mentioned,  and  as  I  have  necessarily 
had  some  experience  of  this  subject,  I 
may  be  allowed  to  say  a  word  or  two 
before  the  representative  of  the  Govern- 
ment replies.  The  noble  Lord  who  has 
just  spoken  has  given  us  a  sufficient 
history  of  what  has  passed  in  respect 
of  the  Bill  of  1892,  but  the  noble  Lord, 
Lord  Lamington,  who  made  such  a  clear 
and,  as  it  seemed  to  me,  convincing 
statement  of  the  case,  alluded  to  events 
that  passed  while  I  was  Viceroy.  It 
is  true,  as  the  noble  Lord  said,  that 
we  did  consider  this  question,  and  that  a 
communication  was  addressed  to  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  India  by  my  Council 
on  the  subject,  by  which  I  mean  that 
the  Government  of  India  was  unani- 
mously in  favour  of  the  alteration  of  the 
law,  and  of  the  concession  for  which  the 
noble  Lord  is  now  asking  being  made  in 
respect  of  the  offices  to  which  he  has 
alluded.  For  my  otmi  part,  I  have  not 
the  slightest  objection,  if  the  noble  Lord 
who  represents  the  Government  thinks 
fit  to  lay  that  despatch  on  the  table  of 
the  House.  The  subject  is  of  such 
importance  that  I  think  the  matter 
ought  to  be  placed  fully  before  your 
Lordships.  May  I  say  that  with  the 
main  proposition — in  fact  the  entire 
proposition — of   the   noble   Lord,    Lord 
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Lamington,  I  am  in  complete  agreement. 
I  have  never  been  able  to  discover  any 
valid  reason  why,  alone  in  the  official 
hierarchy  of  the  Empire,  these  officers  | 
to  whom  he  refers — the  Viceroy  of  India,  • 
the  Commander-in-Chief,  and  the 
Governors  of  Madras  and  Bombay — 
should  be  debarred,  under  any  circum- 
stances whatever,  from  going  home  on 
leave,  however  short.  Let  us  remember 
that  they  are  serving  their  country  in  a 
climate  that  is  extremely  trying,  that 
their  work  is  exceedingly  laborious, 
and  that  the  strain  upon  them  might 
almost  be  described  as  overwhelming. 
And  yet  under  no  conditions  what- 
ever, either  of  public  interest,  or  of  ill- 
health,  or  of  personal  convenience, 
are  they  ever  permitted  to  return  even 
for  a  day  to  this  country. 

The  noble  Lord,  Lord  Lamington,  has 
clearly  pointed  out  to  your  Lordships 
that  this  practice  is  reaUy  a  survival 
of  an  obsolete  era — that  it  provided  for  a 
state  of  things  which  no  longer  exists, 
and  that  the  extreme  and  increasing 
rapidity  of  steam  communication,  which 
renders  it  possible  for  an  officer  to  leave 
India,  return  to  England,  and  get 
back  to  India  in  the  space  of  three 
months,  really  cuts  away  the  ground 
from  the  Act  in  the  form  in  wUch  it 
was  originally  passed.  The  noble  Lord 
alluded,  if  I  may  say  so,  with  great 
good  taste  and  reserve  to  his  own  position, 
and  being  very  familiar  with  the  circum- 
stances of  his  cae,  I  must  say  that 
it  seemed  to  me  exceedingly  hard  that 
because  of  the  conditions  to  which  he 
referred  his  tenure  of  office  at  Bombay, 
fraught  as  it  was  with  great  advantages 
to  the  people  of  that  Presidency,  should 
have  been  cut  short.  But  I  am  familiar 
with  other  cases,  and  I  may,  perhaps, 
mention  to  your  Lordships  the  case  of  a 
very  high  official  of  the  Government  of 
India  in  my  day.  I  allude  to  the  late 
Sir  William  Lockhart,  with  whom  I  had 
the  honour  of  serving  when  he  was 
Conmiander-in-Chief.  8ir  William  Lock- 
hart  died  at  his  post  in  India,  and  yet  I 
have  no  doubt  that  his  life  might  have 
been  lengthened — it  might  conceivably 
even  have  been  spared — had  he  been 
permitted  to  return  to  this  country 
and  to  take  medical  advice  here.  The 
matter   was   one    which   he   more   than 


once  discussed  with  me,  but  he  could 
not  afford,  in  the  position  in  which  he 
was  placed,  to  throw  away  the  great 
office  which  he  held.  He  was  obliged, 
therefore,  to  remain  in  India,  and  he 
died,  in  the  circumstances  I  have  des- 
cribed, at  his  post. 

My  Lords,  there  is  one  other  point  to 
which  I  would  ask  leave  to  draw  your 
attention,  and  that  is  the  essential  ab- 
surdity of  the  position  in  which  we  are 
placed  by  the  terms  of  this  obsolete  Act. 
The  noble  Lord  read  out  the  conditions 
of  the  Act,  which  are  that  the  occupants 
of  the  high  offices  in  question  must  not 
leave  India  in  order  to  return  to  Europe. 
That  is  the  operative  condition.  Now 
your  Lordships  will  see  that  there  is 
nothing  in  this  Act  to  prevent  the  Com- 
mander-in-Chief, for  instance,  in  India 
from  taking  command  in  a  campaign 
in  South  Africa.  He  might  have  headed 
the  expedition  which  we  sent  for  the 
relief  of  the  Legations  in  Pekin.  Simi- 
larly as  regards  the  Viceroy  :  there  is 
nothing  in  the  Act  to  prevent  the  Viceroy 
from  going,  for  purposes  of  health  or 
otherwise,  to  Ceylon,  Mauritius,  or  even 
Cairo.  I  was  myself  permitted,  while  in 
India,  to  pay  an  official  visit  to  the 
Persian  Gulf,  which,  as  your  Lordships 
know,  lies  a  good  way  outside  the  borders 
of  India.  But  the  moment  any  one  of 
these  high  officers  leaves  with  the  view 
of  returning  to  England,  the  one  place 
where  it  is  conceivable  that  he  may  be 
wanted  either  in  the  public  interest  or 
in  his  own — then  this  disability  falls  upon 
him  like  an  axe. 

Both  the  noble  Lords  who  have  spoken, 
have  alluded  to  the  case  of  the  Duke  of 
Connaught  in  the  year  1887,  when,  in 
order  to  escape  the  rigidity  of  the  statute, 
a  special  Bill  had  to  be  passed  through 
both  Houses  of  Parliament  to  enable  His 
Royal  Highness  to  come  home  to  attend 
the  Jubilee  of  the  Queen.  But  there  is 
another  case  which  has  not  been  men- 
tioned, which  happened  at  an  early  stage 
in  history  and  is  perhaps  forgotten,  and 
that  is  the  case  of  Lord  Napier  of  Mag- 
dala.  He  was  Commander  -  in  -  Chief 
of  the  Bombay  Army,  which  at  that  time 
had  a  separate  military  existence.  While 
holding  that  post  he  was  appointed  to 
the  command  of  the  Abyssinian  Ex- 
pedition.    He  went  to  Ab^^sinia ;       he 
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conducted  the  campaign,  as  we  know,  | 
with  success,  and  His  Majesty's  Govern- 1 
nient  at  that  time  desiring  to  consult . 
him,  he  was  actually  brought  to  England  j 
on  the  absurd  plea  that  he  would  be 
conducting  his  duties  as  Commander-in  - 
Chief  of  the  Bombay  Army  here.     That,  I 
of  course,  was  a  ludicrous  evasion  of  the  ! 
statute.     Then  I  am  not  certain,  in  view  ' 
of  what  has  fallen  from  Lord  Cross,  that  j- 
the  statute  was  not  evaded  in  my  own  ' 
case  too,  because  when  I  came  home  in  | 
1904,  I  could  only  obtain  leave  by  re- 
signing my  office  and  being  re -appointed 
when    I    went    back — a     very    clumsy 
method,  as  it  seems  to  me,  of  continuing 
a  man  in  office  for  a  longer  period  of  years 
and  gi\ang  him  leave  which  he  may  not 
only  desire,  but  require. 

My  Lords,  the  noble  Lord  has,  I  think, 
made  clear  to  us  the  advantages  of  the  I 
change    which    he    proposes.     There    is 
first  the  interest  of  the  man  himself —  | 
his  health,  which  is  liable  to  suffer — his 
private  affairs,  which  may  call  for  a  brief  j 
visit  to  England.     But  I  would  prefer  ; 
to  re  t  it  on  the  ground  of  the  public  ; 
interest.     I    remember    the    late    Lord 
Salisbury  s-peaking  about  the  matter,  and  ' 
he  laid  the  greatest  stress  upon  the  ad- 
vantage  which   might   accrue,   in   cases 
which  are  no  doubt  rare,  but  which  still  ■ 
are  likely  to  happen  from  t'me  to  time, 
in  which  the  Government  at  home  may 
require  to  consult  here  in  England  the 
Commander-in-Chief  about    some    great 
military  expedition,   or  to   consult   the 
Governor  of  Madras  or  the  Governor  of 
Bombay,  or  even  the  Viceroy  himself. 
And  if  I  may  quote  my  own  experience, 
I  think  that  at  a  certain  stage  it  would 
have  been  exceedingly  advantageous  to 
me  if.  for  the  space  of  a  few  weeks,     I 
could  have  had  the  advantage  of  a  private 
conversation  with  His  Majesty's  advisers 
St  home. 

'  As  regards  the  drawbacks  to  the  pro- 
posal, I  must  ask  leave  to  differ  from 
my  r.oble  friend  Lord  Cross,  whom  I 
sen-ed  as  I'tder- Secretary  The  noble 
Lord  out  our  the  Viceroy  from  the  Bill 
of  1^92.  aco^prir.::.  as  he  told  us  just 
now.  thereasor.:!  i:  of  Lord  Xorthbnn^k — 
th**  firjun^ei::  of  Lord  X»>rrhbroi^k  being 
tha'  tho  Vicerov  was  p:;ued  on  such  a 
pir.r.a^le  that  it  w.nild  1^  almost  im- 
po==:''.e  to  cor.* en: plate  his  bein^:  taken 
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away,  and  that  some  nameless,  hut 
serious,  results  would  accrue  to  India 
if  he  were  not  there.  But,  my  Lords, 
if  the  pinnacle  has  ceased  to  be  occupied 
by  the  Viceroy,  somebody  else  climbs 
up  and  stands  there  in  his  place.  During 
my  absence  for  six  months,  in  1904,  the 
pinnacle  was  occupied,  and,  if  I  may  be 
allowed  to  say  so,  occupied  with  great 
advantage  and  distinction,  by  Loid 
Ampthill,  and  whatever  the  circumstances 
under  which  the  Viceroy  might  be  called 
home  the  Viceroyalty  would  not  be  vacant 
through  his  absence.  The  most  senior 
member  of  his  CouDcil,  for  instance, 
might  for  a  few  weeks  or  for  a  month  or 
two,  take  his  place.  I  venture  to  say 
from  my  own  experience  that  the  argu- 
ment we  have  heard  before,  that  the 
prestige  of  the  Viceroy  would  be  im- 
paired, or  that  the  efficiency  or  con- 
tinuity of  the  Government  would  in 
any  degree  be  affected,  is  quite  illusory. 
I  agree  with  my  noble  friend  Lord  Croes 
that  if  the  privilege  be  conceded  it  ought 
to  be  fenced  round  with  every  manner  of 
restriction.  I  would  myself  surround  it 
with  restrictions  greater  than  those  he 
proposed  in  the  Bill  of  1892.  At  that 
time  he  proposed  leave  of  absence  being 
granted  for  as  long  a  period  as  six  months. 
I  think  that  in  the  despatch  written  by 
the  Government  oi  India  in  my  day  we 
proposed  a  maximum  of  only  thre? 
months.  We  proposed  that  that  leave 
should  only  be  given  once  at  the  most 
in  any  term  of  office,  that  it  should  odIj 
be  given  upon  the  advice  and  with  the 
consent  both  of  the  Govemor-Genenl 
in  Council  in  India  and  of  the  Secretoiy 
of  State  in  Council  in  England,  and  that 
it  should  only  be  given  for  one  of  three 
objects— public  interest,  ill-health,  or 
important  private  concerns.  So  res- 
tricted, my  Lords,  I  believe  that  the 
concession,  if  made,  would  be  decidedly 
advantageous  both  to  the  individual  and 
to  the  public  in  occasional  cases,  and  that 
it  would  do  no  harm  whatever  either  in 
India  or  in  England ;  and  if  my  noble 
friend,  or  any  other  noble  Lord  in  this 
House,  at  any  time  puts  the  proposal 
forward  in  the  shape  of  a  BiU,  I,  for  my 
part,  will  do  my  best  to  advocate  it. 

Earl  BEAITHAMP :  My  Lords,  I 
am  sure  your  Lordships  will  especially 
rogrot  to-night  the  absence  of  the  noble 
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Member  the  Leader  of  the  House,  who 
would  have  brought  the  weight  of  his 
authority  to  deal  with  this  question. 
I  can  only  say,  on  behalf  of  the  Govern- 
ment and  the  India  Office,  that  they  are 
quite  unable  to  agree  to  the  sugg'  stion 
of  the  noble  Lord,  and  that  they  would 
not  consent  to  introduce,  or  even  to 
approve  of,  any  legislation  in  this  direc- 
tion. 

With  regard  to  the  Paper  which  the  noble 
Lord  mentioned,  I  will  certainly  mention 
the  matter  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 
The  noble  Lord  will  of  course  quite  under- 
stand that  I  am  unable  to  promise  any- 
thing concerning  it  myself,  but  I  will 
consult  Mr.  Morley  on  the  subject.  With 
regard  to  the  Bill  of  the  noble  Viscount 
(Viscount  Cross),  I  think  it  has  not  been 
sufficiently  pointed  out  that  he  also  put 
restrictions  in  another  direction  upon 
the  home-coming  of  these  various  officers, 
because  he  made  it  quite  plain  that  they 
could  only  come  home  for  matters  of 
public  convenience,  and  that  matters 
connected  with  their  private*  affairs 
should  not  be  considered  a  sufficient 
reason  for  their  coming  home. 

The  noble  Lord  who  asked  the  Ques- 
tion laid  stress,  quite  rightly,  upon  the 
increased  advantages  in  the  way  of 
public  travelling  since  the  days  when 
this  prohibition  was  made  law.  He 
forgot  also  to  remind  your  Lordships 
how  much  easier  it  is  to  consult  officials 
in  India  by  means  of  the  telegraph  in 
these  days,  and  I  think  if  he  refers  to 
the  one,  it  is  only  fair  that  your  Lord- 
ships should  be  reminded  of  the  other. 
The  fact  of  the  matter  is,  my  Lords, 
that  in  the  opinion  of  the  India  Office, 
the  Government  of  India  is  a  system 
which  is  very  nicely  balanced  and 
adjusted,  and  the  e  will  be  considerable 
danger  of  those  delicate  arrangements 
being  interfered  with  if  it  is  altered 
in  the  direction  which  the  nol^le  Lord 
suggests.  May  I  make  a  practical  sugges- 
tion to  the  noble  Lord  (Lord  Curzon  of 
Kedleston),  who  represents  India  as  well 
as  Ireland  in  this  House.  Imagine  that 
there  was  controversy  on  a  matter  of 
importance  between  the  Commander-in- 
Chief  and  the  Viceroy.  Let  us  imagine 
that  the  Commander-in-Chief  was  sent 
over  to  consult  the  Council  of  India  at 
home.     Would  the  noble  Lord  wish  to 


see  the  Viceroy  hurrying  after  the  Com- 
mander-in-Chief by  the  next  mail  boat  ? 
Does  he  think  it  would  be  very  dignifieti 
if  these  officials,  either  singly  or  together, 
weie  to  come  back  to  England  and  were 
to  consult  the  Secretary  of  State  upon 
a  matter  upon  which  they  might  possibly 
be  divided  in  opinion  ? 

►  ♦Lord  CURZON  of  KEDLESTON: 
That  case,  although  an  ingenious  one, 
and  not  without  a  personal  applica- 
tion, is  a  case  which  could  not  possibly 
arise  under  the  proposal  which  I  sug- 
gested. One  of  the  conditions  which 
we  laid  down  in  India  was  that  either 
the  Viceroy  or  the  Commander-in-Chief 
should  only  come  home,  not  merely  with 
the  consent  of  the  Secretary  of  Statue  in 
Council  in  London,  but  with  the  consent 
of  the  Governor-General  in  Council  in 
India,  and  in  the  circumstances  to  which 
the  noble  Lord  alludes,  I  can  hardly 
imagine  that  that  consent  would  be 
given. 

Earl  BEAUCHAMP  :  That  is  of 
course  a  matter  of  difference  of  opinion. 
At  any  rate,  it  would  not  be  impossible, 
and  I  think  the  theory  I  have  put  for- 
ward is  not  entirely  an  impracticable 
one,  although  I  am  rather  willing  to 
agree  with  the  noble  Lord  that  it  is  quite 
likely  that  permission  under  those  cir- 
cumstances might  have  been  refused  to 
one  of  the  parties  to  the  case.  But  I 
think  it  is  only  right  to  point  out  to  your 
Lordships  that  after  all  no  very  serious 
inconvenience  has  been  felt  in  the  past. 
Five  years  is  not  a  very  long  period,  and 
a  continuous  service  for  that  time  is  not 
altogether  unreasonable.  It  is  scarcely 
fair  to  speak  of  India  as  if  it  could  be 
compared  with  other  posts  or  with  other 
countries  within  the  British  Empire. 
India  is  an  exceptional  case.  It  is 
liable  to  sudden  emergencies  which  are 
specially  dangerous  in  a  country  without 
representative  Government.  The  work 
there  is  specially  responsible,  and  the 
offices  to  which  reference  has  been  made 
have  really,  I  think,  no  parallel  any- 
where in  any  other  part  of  the  Empire. 
The  responsibility  is  much  more  con- 
centrated in  the  individual  in  those 
offices  than  in  any  others,  and  I  am  not 
sure,  my  Lords,  that  it  would  not  be 
unfair  to  the  Government  of  India  to 
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consult  either  the  Governor-General  or '  agree  with  the  proposal  made  by  my 


the  Commander-in-Chief  alone.  There 
might  be  a  tendency,  if  such  a  practice 
became  common,  to  transfer  the  govern- 
ment of  India  in  times  of  crisis  from  the 
Governor-General  in  Council  to  the 
Government  and  the  Cabinet  at  home. 
The  cases  of  emergency  to  which  a 
reference  has  been  made  by  the  noble 
Lord  are  surely  just  those  very  cases, 
when  it  is  important  that  these  officers 
should  themselves  be  present  in  India. 
Then,  my  Lords,  I  think  if  leave  is  to 
be  recognised  on  public  grounds  there 
woiild  be  considerable  difficulty  in  draw- 
ing a  line,  because  it  would  be  possible 
that  undesirable  discussion  might  arise 
in  connection  with  them,  in  the  same 
way  that  if  leave  was  asked  for  on  medi- 
cal grounds  the  Medicpl  Board  could 
scarcely  refuse  a  certificate.  And,  my 
Lords,  if  the  cause  of  the  desire  to  return 
home  were  ill-health,  resignation  would 


noble  frieid  Lord  Lamington.  I 
confess  I  heard  with  considerable  dis- 
appointment the  statement  of  the  noble 
Lord  opposite,  that  the  Government  wen 
not  prepared  to  consider  this  proposal 
I  do  not  baie  my  support  of  the  noble 
Lord's  suggestion  in  any  way  upon  the 
private  interests  of  the  individual ;  I  base 
it  entirely  and  wholly  on  public  grounds 
and  I  think  the  public  grounds  for  making 
a  change  in  the  Statute  are  extremely 
strong.  The  difficulties  of  govembg 
India  are  notoriously  increasing  year  by 
year,  and  it  is  therefore  becoming  more 
and  more  important  to  render  these  high 
appointments  attractive,  and  to  attract 
the  best  brams  to  fill  them.  Successive 
Governments  have  certainly  been  ex- 
tremely fortimate  in  their  nominations 
for  the  offices  of  Viceroy  and  Governors, 
but  I  cannot  shut  my  eyea  to  the 
fact  that  the  stipulation  that  when  a  man 


probably   be   desirable. .   Extreme   cases  '  is  once  appointed,  he  cannot  retnm  until 


have  been  met,  as  was  happily  done  in 
the  case  of  the  noble  Lord  opposite  ' 
(Lord  Curzon)  by  reappointments,  and 
there  are,  I  think,  perhaps  special  objec-  \ 
tions  in  the  case  of  the  Viceroy,  though 
a  great  deal  of  what  I  have  said  applies, 
in  my  opinion,  with  equal  force  to  the 
other  positions  which  have  been  men- 
tioned. The  position  of  the  Acting ' 
Governor-General,  with  his  hands  tied, 
might  be  somewhat  difficult,  and  even 
danecrous,  especially  in  ^-iew  of  his 
special  concern  with  the  foreign  rela- 
tions of  India.  The  opinion  of  the 
India  Office  is  that  the  Governor- 
General,  or  the  Viceroy,  should  have  no 
temptation  to  separate  his  life  interest 
from  India  during  his  tenure  of  the 
office,  and  that  his  authority  should 
not  be  impaired  by  the  sense  that  he 
might  be  able  to  come  home  at  any  time 
and  to  share,  perhaps,  part-  of  his  autho- 
rity with  the  Secretary  of  State  in  Eng- 
land. Under  those  circumstances,  my 
Lord,  I  can  only  repeat  what  I  began  by 
saying— namely,  that  the  Secretary  of 
State  cannot  under  any  circumstances 
give  his  approval  to  legislation  on  thise 
lines. 

♦The  Earl  OF  CROMER  :  MyLonls,  I 
did  not  come  to  the  House  with  any  inten- 
tion of  speaking  on  this  subject,but  I  would 
like  to  state  very  briefly  that  I  entirt»ly 

Earl  Beautihamp. 


the  end  of  five  years,  does  somewhat 
narrow  the  field  of  selection,  and  mighf 
quite  conceivably  act  as  a  deterrent  to 
those  who  might  otherwise  make  most 
desirable  occupants  of  these  positions. 
It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that 
those  who  are  competent  to  fill 
the  positions  in  question  are,  if  not 
in  middle  life,  at  all  events  not  in 
their  first  youth,  and  there  are  generally 
private  or  family  affairs  which  render 
it  very  difficult  for  such  men  to 
absent  themselves  for  five  years 
from  this  countiy.  Moreover,  although 
these  appointments  are  highly  honour- 
able, they  are  very  far  from  being  lucra- 
tive. Op  the  contrary,  they  involve 
heavy  expenditure  on  the  part  of  those 
who  fill  them,  and  therefore  I  say  that 
anything  that  can  be  done  to  make  these 
appointments  attractive  is  very  much  to 
be  desired. 

Another  point  to  which  I  should  like  to 
draw  attention  is  that  so  far  from  there 
h.  ing  any  objection  to  these  high  officials 
leaving  India,  it  appears  to  me  that  if  they 
occasionally  left  India  for  a  short  visit  to 
England  it  would  l>e  of  the  greatest 
possible  advantage  to  the  public  service, 
because  they  would  thus  be  enabled  to 
consult  with  the  SiHretarv  of  State  and 
others  herv\  and  to  keep'iii  touch  with 
Knghsh  public  life,  which  is  Uable  to  great 
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change  in  the  course  of  the  five  years  of 
their  absence.  This  is  all  the  more 
Important  if  the  practice  of  peripatetic 
politicians  gomg  out  to  India  to  air  their 
own  views  is  to  become  general.  I  can 
only  say  that  during  the  many  years  that 
I  was  in  Egypt  I  found  that  it  was  of  great 
advantage  to  myself — and  I  hope  it  was  of 
some  advantage  to  the  country — to  be  able 
to  come  home  for  two  or  three  months 
every  year,  and  not  only  to  see  the 
ofRcials,  but  also  to  get  out  of  the  local 
groove,  and  to  be  able  to  understand 
thoroughly  the  views  held  in  this  country 
about  the  affairs  in  which  I  was  specially 
interested.  May  I  add  also,  with  all  due 
deference  to  the  noble  Lord  (Lord 
Cros  )  and  my  late  distinguished 
relative,  I-iord  Northbrook,  that  I  do  not 
accept  the  statement  that  the  Viceroy 
ought  to  be  excluded  from  the  proposed 
amendment  of  the  law  any  more  than 
any  of  the  other  officials  who  have  been 
mentioned.  A  third  point  is  that  I  think 
if  this  suggestion  were  carried  out  it  would 
tend  towards  continuity  of  policy  in 
Lidia.  I  should  be  very  glad  to  see  the 
Viceroys  and  Governors  encouraged  to 
stay  more  than  five  years.  Remember 
what  happens  now.  I  am  sure  noble 
Lords  who  have  themselves  occupied 
these  high  positions  in  India  will  agree 
with  me  that  it  takes  six  months 
or  more  for  them  to  get  into  their 
saddle,  so  to  speak,  and  that  during 
the  last  six  months  that  they  hold 
office  they  cannot  do  much.  There- 
fore they  have  practically  only  four  year^ 
in  which  to  work,  and  four  years  is  a  very 
short  time  in  which  to  carry  out  an 
important  measure  in  India,  because  such 
measures  have  to  be  carried  out  steadily 
and  without  hurry.  Therefore,  for  my 
own  part,  I  should  very  much  like  to  see 
the  Viceroy  and  the  Governors  of  Madras 
and  Bombay  encouraged  to  accept  a 
second  term  of  office,  because  I  feel  sure 
that  this  would  prove  to  be  a  very  great 
advantage  to  the  public  service  ;  but  I 
am  quite  sure  that  they  will  never  do  so 
unless  they  are  permitted  to  come  home 
at  times.  For  these  reasons,  my  Lords, 
I  regret  that  His  Majesty's  Government 
are  not  prepared  to  accept  the  proposal 
of  the  noble  Lord. 

♦Lord  AMPTHILL  :    My  Lords,  I  am 
extremely     reluctant    to    express     any 


disagreement  with  my  two  noble 
friends  with  whom  I  served  con- 
temporaneously in  India,  for  we 
worked  together  on  all  matters  in 
India  with  very  pleasant  harmony. 
But  since  I  hold,  and  have  always  held, 
that  the  views  expressed  by  those  noble 
Lords  upon  the  matter  now  under  dis- 
cussion are  wrong,  I  should  not  think 
it  fair  to  the  solitary  spokesman  of  the 
Government,  who  is  at  present  facing 
odds  of  four  to  one,  if  I  failed  to  state 
my  opinion. 

The  grounds  upon  which  this  suggested 
change  u  urged  are  two -fold — ^firstly, 
the  public  interest,  and  secondly,  the 
private  interests  of  the  individuals  con- 
cerned. I  do  not  think  any  case  at 
all  has  been  made  out  for  the  relaxation 
of  the  Statute  on  public  grounds,  and 
it  will  not  have  been  unnoticed,  I  think, 
by  your  Lordships  that  the  noble 
Viscount  (Viscount  Cross),  who  spoke 
with  such  a  weight  of  experience  and 
authority  on  this  matter,  expressly  said 
that  he  would  only  give  the  leave  on 
public  grounds.  If  any  case  has  been 
made  at  all,  in  my  humble  opinion  it  has 
been  made  on  the  grounds  of  the  personal 
interests  of  the  individuals  concerned. 
But  with  regard  to  the  remarks  which 
were  made  by  the  noble  Earl  (The 
Earl  of  Cromer),  I  would  ask 
your  Lordships  whether  the  mere  off- 
chance  of  coming  home  on  some  possible 
or  potential  matter  of  public  impor- 
tance in  the  course  of  five  years  could 
possibly  affect  the  decision  of  a  man 
who  was  asked  to  accept  the  position  of 
Viceroy,  and  who  was  deterred  from 
doing  so  by  the  thought  of  the 
long  exile.  There  would  only  be  the 
off-chance  of  coming  home,  even  accord- 
ing to  the  stipulations  of  my  noble 
friend.  Lord  Lam'ngton,  if  some  urgent 
public '  affairs,  or  some  great  domes- 
tic calamity,  called  for  his  presence. 
Personally — speaking  with  some  exper- 
ience of  the  offices  both  of  Viceroy  and 
of  Grovemor — I  cannot  conceive  any 
ordinary  circumstances  in  which  personal 
consultation,  at  the  cost  of  the  large 
delay  of  the  journey  home,  would  have 
any  advantage  over  the  present  rapid 
and  complete  means  of  communication 
by  post  and  telegraph  ;  and  again,  if 
the  Viceroy  or  the  Grovemor  did  come 
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H-«    Mi:.^r:v'i    MLlIs*^**   •:•:  'L-e  t-i:*-::.".  <>r  :«  ili*  Prime  Minister 

TL.*   ci&'ir.Trv    aL.d  this  is  reallv  the 


opLMo.'.  '^:  ii?  ^o'l:.' :1  a:.i  Ti-i":.  ll  ilv  'jj^irr:     ai-ilozy      to    co     ".(NX)    nules 

vi*rTr.   vo-^ri    -.p    4   d&Litrrj-iT    X'i>i*:Tu-  a^iT.     o"r:    •>:     tL*    reach    of     King's 

vjj*Jb..  ::..'. oviTioL-    .St ill  :lot»:  daLfc^n-":!?.  Mess-ri-z^rs      and      npid      comimimica- 

I  ve:.Tui%  TO  tLii.!'.  •«'o--i  ;t  ':«e  ::•!  tL*-  tiol.?.     Y«>T:r  Ll!>rd^hip5  will  agree  with 

C'Oii.ii^r-d'rr-ir.-r^i^f  to  '.ozi-r  r.oiL^  aid  n.*      TLaT     Tb*     lAirer    is     a      contin- 

give   Li*   oi^ij-ior.*  or_   Tiorr-   irLH^iia*-!"  ^^l'.t    -H-iicL    "aroiild  not    be    tolerated 

ii&^jrT-fliT     rLiliTArr     curr^Tio:.*     TiicL  :.>r  oi.*-  Tr.oni*i.T  iii  this  countrir.     Com- 

«^fc:-j.oTy.'*-iT/  -r^-^piiraT'rirTorip'i'liTiio'.  iciri^-i'L.?  t:tL  The  •jovemments  of  the 

d*i-»T:or.*.  iT.'if:x^z^'ifr-X.''  *A  tIvs*  of  tL*  <V«>l'>iir*  ar«?.  for  obvious  reasons   with 

Vk^fjT/v.   a:.d  •  f   The   Govrmor -Genera L  wbi.:-*:  I  E.«*i  noT  delay  your  Lordships, 

in   Cour.r-il.      It  -srould  hie.  ir.  efr»:T.  ar.  :.*^:.ie  The  wint.  bat  a  specious  com- 

abroi'aTio:.  of  tIos*  larir  cor>T:Tur:o:.al  r«arl5->i.  Lis  t*en  suggested  by  two  noble 

prir.'^.ipl'r?    t*:.:'.?.    'izA'ttI^    The    phrases  i»rd«    r^Tween    the    positions    of     the 

fio  isiT-'-iliar  to  ':"^TyoT.f:  wLo  La*  tad  to  do  V:i:<-r*>y.  •jovemors.  and  Commander-in- 

wirL      Ir.dLa.      "  Goverr.or-G^r.eral      :r.  Chief,  and  those  of  other  members  of  the 

Co-J.cil  ■*   ar.d   "  Govf-rLor  :r.   Co'incil."  Z''^'''.l:«?  service  in  India.     But  I  venture 

I  cii.  :!n^2ir.e  ciixumitar.ces  in  -K^hicb  it  to  think,  with  all  deference,  that  that 

mijfht     '>:     ad^ii^abIe.     expedieLt.     ar.d  comparison  must    break   down   on   the 

useful  if  L'iemr^rs  or  reprHrsentatives  of  sjghTest  examination.     It  b  obvious,  ia 

His    ^laje^ty's    Government    at    home  the   nrst   instance,   that   men   who  are 

were  to  go  o'lt  to  Ii.dia  for  the  purposes  appointed  on  political  grounds,  and  for  a 

of  «uch  ror.s'i-tiitior..  ar.d  to  see  things  certain  de&nite  term  of  five  years,  are 

with  their  ov.n  eyes ol  the  ^pot.  but  lean-  in  a  different  position  from  those  whose 

T/Ot  ror.ceive  a».y  rircumstar-ces  in  which  services  are  non-political  and  are  their 

it   would  really   r^e  uief*;l  for  Viceroys  life -long  profession.     It  is  precisely  the 

or  Governors   to   come   home.     If   ^uch  >ame  distinction  which  holds  good  in  this 

cirrMimstar.cea  were  to  arise,  they  could,  country.     Any    member    of    the    Civil 

as  ha=  Ijeer  pointed  out.  and  as  has  been  .Service,  as  aU  your  Lordships  know,  can 

done  on  previous  occasions,  be  met  by  take  his  two  months  leave  at  any  time, 

special  legislation.  and  completely  sever  himself  from  the 

cares  and  duties  of  the  office  to  which  he 

As   rejfarij  the  personal  srrounds  for  belongs,   provided  there  is  no   unusual 

the  hUif^erte^l  alteration.  I  hold  that  if  official  inconvenience.     But  this  is  not 

<^ircuiii-tarices  of  domett !■    Ciilamity.  or  the  case  with  the  Minister  in  charge  of 

hu-i'iiLt-ri  iie'^-e-^ity.  should  ari-e  such  as  the  Department.     Even  if  the  Minister 

to  preveiit  a  \'irf'roy  or  a  Ti  over  nor  from  goes  away  on  a  holiday,  though    it    be 

^ivint!  the  whole  of  his  time,  thought,  abroad,   he  has  to  remain  in  constant 

and   utt'-ntioii   to   his   arduoixs   and   re-  touch  with  his  office,  and  he  cannot  throw 

fip^in.-sible  rharge.  it  i.'S  clearly  right  and  aside  all  care  a^d  responsibility.     This 

desirable  th^^t  he  should  r^sjrni  his  ap-  state  of  things    would  not  be  possible 

jKjintiii«'nt.     Viceroys     in     India,     and  in  regard  to  Viceroys  and  Govemon  if 

Goveriior^  in  a  lesser  decree,  are  in  a  7.(XX)  miles  of  sea  were  to  separate  them 

I>rjftirion  which  seems  to  me  analujjous  to  from  their  subordinate  offidiJs  and  bom 

that     of     roTiiimmdHrs     of     armies    in  their  duties.     It  is  true  that  Secsretaries 

th*'     ti«*ld,  iiiid     their     p;-ition     is     at  of   State   havi/   uii   tiLLiivinn    uicult*   loa^      ,. 

any       r;it'-       aualo^ious      to      that     of  tours,    and    thus    abeented    thcmaelves  m 

a      Miiii.-r#T     of     the     r'rowu     in    tliis  from  their  offices,  but  th0i^*  were  Ci^at^ 

couiitry.     TL«'y    an*,    so    tn    speak,    on  iu  which  th**  inconve 

active  servicj* ;     they  sire  on  duty,  and  by   the  >  ucie 

on    a    duty    which    demands    incessant  But  in  ttuiT_ 

attention    from    day   to   day   and   from  meml    irf 

hour  to  hour.     It  is  no  more  possible  for  Coi 

them,  in  my  ojiiuiou,  to  leave  their  posts,  j  of 

Lord  Ami'thill 
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are  divided  among  several  Ministers  of 
the   Crown.     If,   therefore,    a   Secretary 
of  State  is  absent  from  the  country,  there 
are  always  several  of  his  colleagues  in  a 
similar    position    and  vested  with  pre- 
cisely  similar  and   equal   authority,   to 
discharge  his  functions,  and  that  without 
any    rearrangement    of    offices    or    any 
extra  cost  to  the  State.     But  the  thing 
which  influences  me  most,  in  spite  of  the 
views  of  my  noble  friend  (Lord  Curzon), 
which  on  all  subjects  I  regard  with  the 
greatest  deference,  is  the  bad  effect  that 
the  temporary  absence  of  the  Viceroy  or 
the  Governor  would  undoubtedly  have 
on  public  opinion  in  India.    The  dif- 
ference between  the  portion  of  the  Vice- 
roy and  the  Governors,  and  that  of  the 
officials  of  the  Indian  bureaucracy  is  one 
which   is   very   keenly   and   very  fully 
appreciated  by  the  people  of  India,  and 
to   place   those   high   dignitaries   under 
similar  regulations  with  regard  to  leave 
as    the   officiab     of     the     biireaucracy 
would  tend  to  reduce  them  to  the  level 
of  the  permanent  official,  with  a  conse- 
quent loss,  fro  tanto,  of  their  peculiar 
prestige  and  influence.    As  regards  the 
feeling  of  the  European  officiab  them- 
selves, there  would  be  a  similar  and  a  no 
less   marked  effect.     The   Viceroy,   and 
the  Governors  of  the  Presidencies,  are 
there  to  set  an  example  of  devotion  to 
duty  which  rises  superior  to  any  personal 
consideration.    The     members     of     the 
^vil      Service      themsilves     are      not 
able      to      obtain     leave     on      urgeilt 
private  affairs  unless  they  have   earned 
that    privilege    by  a   definite    term   of 
service,  and  it  is,   therefore,   often   the 
5^^ — it  certainly  was  in  my  experience — 
fh^   these    men  are  obliged  to  stick  to 
t/ieir  pogf^    in  the  face  of  very  serious 
^^"soiia]   ixxconvenience,    and    even    in 
lf^**iii5tazio«s  of  tragic  domestic  trouble. 
®  Gove/izor  would  not  be  in  a  position 
*  ^5^*^^  tJ^^^^  ^  persist  in  this  duty  if 
^^**QaeJ/      -wrere  able,   with   much  less 
^^ty^  f^^^   S^  home  on  private  affairs 
^  it  i^p-^j^^iked  to  suit  him. 

^e  ^^^jsi<ieratians,  my  Liords,  seem 
f^  £^:^  outweigh  any  that  ve 
t^a  ^^^"^"^    ^^  *^^  other  81  .e,  J 

tcom 


Lord  WENLOCK  :      My   Lords,   at 
this  late  hour  I  do  not  intend  to  inflict 
a    long    speech    upon    your    Lordships, 
but  with  regard  to  this  particular  matter 
— which  is  one  on  which  I  have  a  certain 
amount  of  knowledge — I  may  be  per- 
mitted to  inform  your  Lordships  that 
I  quite  agree  with  the  views  expressed 
by   my   noble   friend   (Lord   Ampthill). 
Lord    Cromer,     who    spoke    from    his 
knowledge  of  official  life,  made  a  great 
point  of  the  fact  that  he  considers  that 
all  these  high  officials  should  spend  a 
longer    period    of    their    lives    in    their 
various  official   kingdoms.     He  thought 
that  if  the  Governors  of  Bombay  and 
Madras,    the    Viceroy,    and    the    Com- 
mander-in-Chief   could    be    allowed    to 
extend  their  services  for  a  longer  period 
than  five  years  it  would  be  a  very  great 
advantage  to  the  country,  in  that  they 
would  be  able  to  bring  to  bear  upon 
their  various  duties  the  experience  and 
knowledge    which    take    then    now    so 
long  to  accumuhte,    and    which    they 
have  so  sliort  a  time  to  exerciso.     There 
I  think  he  is  perfectly  right,  and  if  the 
term   of  office   could  be   lengthened  in 
the  manner  he  proposes,  I  see  no  objec- 
tion whatever  to  their  coming  back  to 
England  at  stated  intervals  or  for  stated 
periods.     The  noble  Earl  himself  was  in 
Egypt  for  twenty-four  years,  and  it  is 
naturally    impossible    to    suppose    that 
anyone  could  remain  absent  for  twenty- 
four   years    without   ever   returning   to 
England.     But  as  things  are  at  present, 
those  of  us  who  are  sent  to  India  are 
only  sent  there   for  five   years,   and   I 
think  it  is  most  important  that  during 
that  time  they  should  never  relax  their 
duties  in  any  way,  because  the  time  at 
their  disposal  is  so  very  short  that  even 
a    visit    of    three    months    to    England 
would      cut      very     largely     into      it. 
Although     somebody    might    be    acting 
for  them   during  that  time   the   policy 
and   the   responsibility   would   cease   to 
be  their  own,  and  would  be  somebody 
else's.     It  is  perfectly  true  that  during 
late  years,  since  the  Acts  alluded  to  by 
Lord    Lamington    were    passed,    condi- 
tions have   very   much   altered,    but   I 
think  it  should  be  remembered  that  the 
people    of    India    themselves    have    not 
altered;       the    people    themselves    are 
I  very  much  what  they  were  a  hundred 
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!•  i«i  III'  li        l|i<         '*OV«'lf.njl'»<t        ';j        tjii; 

'ifiMili  Im(  I  Iff  (iii  f  iiM-  ■/<;(  V  nti|<  h  1  ii<; 
jM'ilili  III-  lliiil  will  III  <■>  i:'lf;it' i;  ;l  V^'fV 
(iMi|i  I  mil.  MfMi  'Iiiii>,  fiiilw;iVit,  tin; 
f I'll  iMiM(liii     iiml    '1111111111    finMhii    tif    f'oiri- 


offire  of  Viceroy,  but  perhaps  I  may  be 
aljourrd  to  inten-ene  for  one  inomeut, 
Urf:au.sf;  this  matter  was  brought  up 
U^fore  the  late  Government.  Your  Lord- 
HhijjH  must  realise  that  there  must  be, 
ill  the   minds  of  any  Government  con- 

iiMii iHiii    liifii    liittui    f.M  iliijiti'tl    III    u    Hideriible  doubt,  and  it  is  quite  impos- 

f.  I  Kill  niiiiii  \\n\i\  I  Mil  Hii'  irrliii^:t  of  tin;  Hi  hie  fof  US  to  speak  with  such  certainty 
|Mn|ili'  .til'  \i>M  iiiih  h  wIimI  iIm'v  \\«m<?,  j  JIM  liord  Ampthill  on  a  subject  of  this 
•Mill  itiK  I  iiiiilihiiiiii  wliii  li  llii«  <jit\i>iMi»rM  rhuractcr.  It  is  impossible  not  to  recog- 
.Mill  itiiiK  Ml  iiMltiiinl\  liiiM*  In  hiri«  are  iiise  that  there  are»  or  may  be,  great 
^iM^  tiMit  It  iiii\^  \^tinl  lhi>\  \M*i(>  u  hiiiiilri'il  I  lulvanta^cs  to  a  Gk>vemmeiit  in  having 
n.H  •  .«!  ii  iMiil  nuMii  1  noetl  niilv  jiist  (UTAsional  personal  conferences  with 
ti'di  111  Mil'  (.1.1  itiiti  I  r.i.|i  iliii  |>a|»,Ms  oHu'ials  Axnth  whom  they  are  in  almost 
\\.\\%'  inniMiii. i<«(,  til  Hm»  Ijir.i  low  J;i\s,  houflv  correspondence  in  India.  That 
•  ni«n<  ii.niMo  HI  ;m-.Mii'  ui  :i  pail  luust  bo  so  in  military  matters 
III  itui  .OMUMX  >\lu.  h  I  «M«l  ViMpihiU  in  tho  cAse  of  the  Conmiander-in-Chief, 
in, I   I   1.1. M^    \,M\    N\,«ll    \\\  tlu*  SiMjili  of    aiul  I  :uu  not  sure  that,  even  if  no  other 
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rlumco    is   proposed,    it    would    not  be 

dosTaMo    for   the    Commander-in-Chief, 

;&:   the    iireat    advances    which 


VnYv.  ii:ide  in  military  science,  to 

V.or.:o  KXiAsionally  to  confer  with 

,::r...:::'.t\«  hore.     Perhaps  that  may 

..>  .ifri-i  A  i:*:iifi  question  to  be 

.■.::^-.l  rv  :1*  A-athoniies  bv  itseli 
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•    ^  ' ;    ■*i'*?-  in  Thf  AOTfcrrz.i^rs-r:  of 
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V  •     ":-%■    --r-i^ir  jL  xamzx  to  do 

^      i •  ~--^??  wTcbxnn  A  :1a:^. 
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address  your  Lordships  upon  this  sub-  i 
ject — namely,  that  I  ara  the  only  man 
alive  who  has  had,  as  Secretary  of  State,  I 
to  deal  with  two  Viceroys  at  once — a  i 
Viceroy  in  India  and  a  Viceroy  in  Eng-  , 
land — virtually  though  not  actually  a 
Viceroy — with  whom  His  Majesty's 
Ministers  were  most  anxious  to  consult 
upon  all  important  topics.  I  think  the 
position  is  not  without  difficulty.  The 
greater  the  Viceroy,  the  more  admirable 
his  devotion  to  his  duties  while  he  is  in 
India,  the  more  certain  it  is  that  while 
he  is  away  on  a  holiday,  in  whatever 
form  it  is  taken,  his  opinion  while  away 
must  be  the  governing  factor  in  the 
policy  to  be  pursued.  You  may  send 
the  Governor  of  Bombay  or  of  Madras 
to  Calcutta,  thereby  to  some  extent 
necessarily  interfering  with  the  progress 
of  business  in  Bombay  or  Madias,  but 
whatever  happens  during  the  period  of 
his  absence,  even  in  a  case  such  as  that 
of  the  noble  Lord,  Lord  Curzon — whose 
absence,  owing  to  the  special  circum- 
stances of  the  case,  was  far  more  pro- 
longed than  that  which  was  contem- 
plated under  the  present  proposal — even 
imder  those  circumstances  it  would  be 
impossible,  nothwithstanding  the  com- 
plete confidence  that  His  Majesty's 
Government  had  in  Lord  Ampthill, 
that  there  should  not  be  an  immense 
amount  of  reduplication  work,  and  that 
is  the  difficulty.  The  work  is  so  severe 
that  it  would  be  a  real  lldvantage  if  a 
holiday  could  be  taken  ;  on  the  other 
hand  it  is  so  incessant  that  there  is  a 
difficulty  in  transferring  it  for  a  short 
period  to  somebody  else.  If  I  had  to 
make  a  comparison,  I  should  venture  to 
suggest  that  the  work  of  the  Viceroy 
(and  I  think  I  could  quote  words  of  Lord 
Curzon  which  would  bear  me  out)  is  in 
many  respects  more  detached  from  that 
of  other  officials,  more  personal,  and 
more  incessant,  than  even  that  of  Prime 
Minister  of  this  country ;  and  the  more 
that  is  true,  the  more  that  work  is 
concentrated,  as  it  must  be,  in  the 
Viceroy  in  India,  the  more  difficult  do 
we  find  it  to  conceive  how  it  would  be 
possible,  say,  for  the  Prime  Minister  of 
this  country  to  go  to  India  for  three 
months  during  the  term  of  his  office. 
Those  are  the  considerations  which  pre- 
vented the  late  Government  from  coming 
to  a  conclusion  in  favour  of  the  suggested 


386 

change,  although,  as  I  stated  at  the 
outset,  many  considerations  appeared 
to  us  to  warrant  some  reconsideration 
of  the  present  position. 

Lord  LAMINGTON  :  Everybody  has 
assumed  that  the  Viceroy  and  Governor 
are  appointed  for  a  term  of  five  years ; 
but  as  a  matter  of  fact  there  is  no  limita- 
tion at  all — they  are  appointed  without 
any  reference  to  the  duration  of  their 
office,  and  therefore  the  prolongation  of 
their  office  is  a  matter  winch  presents  no 
difficulty ;  it  could  be  held  for  twenty 
years.  With  what  the  noljle  Viscount 
(Viscount  Midleton)  has  just  said  about 
the  complexity  and  the  multitudinous- 
ness  of  the  duties  of  the  Viceroy  I  quite 
agree,  and  I  am  perfectly  confident  that 
no  man,  except  under  great  stress  of 
circumstances,  would  wilUngly  leave  his 
post. 

Earl  BEAUCHAMP  :  This  is  quite 
irregular. 

Lord  LAMINGTON  :  I  beg  the  noble 
Earl's  pardon. 

The  secretary  of  STATE  poe 
THE  (X)LONIES  (The  Earl  of  Elgin)  : 
It  is  a  little  irregular  for  the  noble  Lord  to 
reply  before  the  debate  has  been  replied  to 
for  the  Grovemment,  but  I  did  not  wish  to 
interrupt  the  noble  Lord. 

With  regard  to  the  question  of  the  term 
of  the  office,  no  doubt  what  the  noble 
Lord  has  just  said  is  true,  as  I  know  from 
the  warrant  I  received ;  no  term  appears 
in  that  document;  but  five  years  is  the 
accepted  period  for  a  Viceroy's  appoint- 
ment and  for  the  other  appointments 
with  which  we  are  dealing,  and  therefore 
I  think  we  may  take  it  that  for  practical 
purposes  there  are  five  years  appoint- 
ments. 

My  Lords,  I  feel  that  it  is  difficult  to 
approach  this  matter  altogether  im- 
personally. Those  of  us  who  have  had 
experience  in  India  must  naturally  draw 
upon  our  experience;  those  who  have 
not  had  experience  in  India  cannot  fail  to 
speak  without  the  experience  which  we 
think  we  possess.  With  regard  to  the 
officers  named  in  the  Question  of  the  noble 
Lord,  I  should  like  to  point  out  in  the 
first  place  that  they  do  not  all  stand  on 
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exactly  the  same  footing,  except  for  one 
reason,  and  that  I  admit  is  an  important 
one.  I  think  that  for  the  Governors  of 
Madras  and  Bombay  a  solution  might  be 
found,  but  the  reason  I  refer  to  is  an 
important  one,  because  it  is  an  historical 
one,  and  that  is  the  division  of  India 
into  the  three  Presidencies  of  Mfidras, 
Bombay,  and  Calcutta.  Had  it  not  been 
for  that,  and  if  it  was  not  necessary  to 
retain  that,  I  have  sometimes  thought 
that  there  waj  no  reason  why  the  pro- 
vinces of  Bombay  and  Madras  should  not 
be  under  the  direction  of  Lieutenant- 
Governors,  and  in  that  case  the  difficulty 
of  the  noble  Lord  might  have  been 
obviated. 

But,  my  Lords,  the  Viceroy  and  the 
Commander-in-Chief  in  my  opinion 
stand  alone — I  think  the  expression 
has  been  used — ^and  naturally  for  my 
part,  I  must  speak  specially  with 
reference  to  the  Viceroy,  although  I  hold 
that  the  argument  applies  to  the  Com- 
mander-in-(Mef  miUatis  mutandis.  I 
wish  to  say  at  once  that  of  course 
I  can  imagine  certain  circumstances  which 
would  create  in  any  officer  holding  those 
positions  an  intense  desire — an  over- 
whelming desire — to  return  to  Europe. 
It  may  proceed  from  health,  or  it  may 
proceed  from  private  reasons.  But 
I  cannot  myself  believe  with  the 
noble  Earl,  Lord  Cromer,  that  the 
consideration  of  this  point  can  have 
deterred  many  men  who  were  wilUng  to 
imdertake  the  duties  of  these  offices,  and 
personally  I  am  quite  unable  to  concur  in 
the  demand  for  the  relaxation  of  the  rule 
which  the  noble  Lord  has  advocated.  I 
cannot  help  thinking  that  the  arguments 
which  are  based  upon  the  leave  privileges 
of  other  members  of  the  Service  in  India 
ignore  the  true  cause  of  difEerentiation. 
It  is  quite  true,  of  course,  that  the  three 
months  which  now  prevail  suffice  for  a 
very  short  and  rapid  return  to  this 
country,  and  it  is  true  also  that  men  even 
in  the  highest  ranks  of  the  Indian  Civil 
Service  are  able  to  avail  themselves  of 
these  privileges.  But  even  with  regard 
to  the  Indian  Civil  Service  I  have  my 
doubts — I  had  my  doubts  when  I  was  in 
India — whether  that  system  was  alto- 
gether an  advantage  to  the  public  service, 
whatever  it  might  be|to  the  individual. 
I  am  sure  that  the  noble  Lord,  Lord 

The  Earl  of  Elgin, 


Curzon,  must  have  had  some  such  ex- 
periences as  I  had.  Time  after  time, 
when  going  through  the  country,  I  came 
upon  men  who  were  holding  acting 
appointments,  and  who  were  not  the  men 
who  were  properly  appointed  to  those 
particular  posts ;  and  I  remember  I  said 
publicly  before  I  left  India  that  I  thought 
there  were  grave  dangers  and  grave 
inconveniences  to  the  public  service, 
which  might  have  to  be  considered  with 
reference  to  that  particular  state  of  afEaird. 

Now,  my  Lords,  returning  to  the  com- 
parison of  the  Indian  civil  servant  and 
the  Viceroy,  I  would  point  out  that  the 
Indian  civil  servant  is  a  man  who  has 
had  long  experience  in  India — as  a  man 
in  the  higher  ranks  of  the  service,  at  any 
rate — ^who  has  served  in  all  parte  of  the 
country ;  and,  though  the  senior  members 
of  them  may,  for  that  reason,  be  argued 
to  be  inured  to  the  dangers  of  the  climate, 
my  belief  is  that  very  often  the  danger 
then  comes  upon  them  at  a  moment 
which  they  cannot  foresee.  On  the  other 
hand  you  have  the  Viceroy.  He  is  fresh 
to  India,  and  he  has  to  serve  there  for  a 
definite  period  of  five  years — ^with  all 
respect  to  the  noble  Lord  (Earl  Cromer) 
— and  he  knows  perfectly  well  what  he 
is  \mdertaking.  I  would  point  out  also 
that  he  is  not,  like  the  ordinary  civil 
servant,  exposed  to  hot  weather  in  the 
plains,  but  is,  from  the  accustomed 
arrangements,  able  to  transact  his 
business  during  that  period  of  danger 
in  localities,  which,  in  my  opinion,  are 
second  to  none  in  giving  opportunities 
for  hard  work.  My  Lords,  I  venture 
to  think  that  in  those  ci  cumst^mces 
the  application  of  the  argument  that 
because  these  privileges  are  given  to  the 
Indian  civil  servants,  therefore  they 
ought  to  be  extended  to  the  Viceroy,  is 
not  a  complete  one. 

Then,  my  Lords,  I  should  like  to  say  a 

word  with  regard  to  what  would  happen 

supposing     this    change    were     carried 

out.    We  are  to  contemplate  the  Viceroy 

i  going  on  leave  for  three  months,  and  we 

j  have  been  told  by  the  noble  Lord  (Lord 

;  Curzon)  this  afternoon,  that  he  would 

suggest,  to  fill  the  place  of  the  Viceroy 

I  during  that  period,  not  a  high  official 

I  like  the  Governor  of  Madras,  because — 

I  and  naturally  because — it  is  difficult  to 
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suppose  that  one  could  summon  the 
G  overnor  of  Madras  for  so  short  a  period, 
but  that  he  would  rely  upon  the  senior 
ordinary  member  of  the  Viceroy's  Council. 
My  Lords,  I  wish  to  speak  with  all 
respect — with  affection,  if  I  may — of 
the  members  of  the  Viceroy's  Council, 
but  they  are  not  chosen  for  a  succession 
like  that,  and  I  venture  to  think  that  it 
might  perhaps  not  increase  confidence 
in  the  Government,  either  here  or  in  India, 
if  the  succession  to  the  Viceroyalty,  at  the 
time  that  the  Viceroy  took  leave,  was  to 
be  left  to  the  mere  chance  of  who  was  the 
senior  among  the  officers  who  were 
appointed  for  entirely  different  reasons. 

Lord  LAMINGTON  :    It  used  to  be 
done — it  used  to  be  the  rule. 


My  Lords,  I  do  not  think  that  I  need 
say  more  to  justify  my  adherence  to  the 
answer  which  the  noble  Lord  (Earl 
Beauchamp)  has  given  on  behalf  of  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  India.  After  all, 
it  appears  to  me  that  there  is  a  very 
strong  preponderance  of  opinion  in  sup-  • 
port  of  continuing  matters  as  they  now 
stand.  We  have  had  many  names 
quoted  this  afternoon,  amongst  them 
those  of  Lord  Northbrook  and  of  a  former 
Leader  of  the  House  of  Commons,  Mr. 
W.  H.  Smith.  We  have  had  the  noble 
Lord  opposite,  and  the  noble  Lord  who 
spoke  below  the  gangway,  and  on  the 
other  side  we  have  the  two  noble  Lords 
now  on  the  cross  benches,  and  we  have 
had  mentioned  the  case  of  Lord  Cromer, 
which,  at  any  rate  partly  supported 
them. 


The  Earl  op  ELGIN :  My  Lords,  I 
should  like  to  put,  as  shortly  as  I  can, 
why  I  think  it  would  also  be  incon- 
venient for  the  Viceroy  to  be  summoned 
home  for  consultation  with  the  home 
Government.  It  has  been  said  that  the 
position  of  the  Viceroy  is  unique,  and 
1  think  it  is  so.  The  Viceroy  is  probably 
almost  invariably  strange  to  India  when 
he  gets  there,  and  yet  he  is  the  head  of 
a  Government  which  is  composed  of 
men  who  have  had  long  service  in  India, 
and  who  know  it  from  top  to  bottom. 
On  the  other  hand,  he  must  at  the  same 
time  be  the  representative  there  of  the 
home  Government.  Now,  my  Lords, 
how  is  that  provided  for  ?  It  is  provided 
for  by  the  arrangement,  I  think,  that 
the  Viceroy,  and  the  Viceroy  alone  of 
his  Government,  has  the  right  of  private 
correspondence  with  the  Secretary  of 
State.  Hiat  is  a  well  understood  and 
perfectly  recognised  arrangement  to 
which  no  objection  is  ever  taken,  but  the 
Viceroy  at  that  time  is  in  close  communi- 
cation with  his  colleagues,  and  gees  them 
every  day,  and  of  course  enters  freely 
with  them  into  discussion  of  policies. 
My  Lords,  it  appears  to  me  that  the 
transfer  of  the  Viceroy  to  London  would 
alter  the  whole  conditions.  The  personal 
element  in  that  case  would  overshadow 
everything,  and  I  believe  myself  that  it 
would  be  false  in  principle,  and  detri- 
mental to  the  constitutional  relations 
between  the  Viceroy  and  the  Government 
of  India. 
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♦Lord   CURZON  of  KEDLESTON: 
And  also  Lord  Salisbury. 


The  Earl  of  ELGIN  :  I  was  going  to 
mention  that,  with  all  deference  to  the 
noble  Lord.  With  regard  to  that,  we 
have  had  a  statement  from  the  noble 
Lord  (Lord  Cross)  who  said,  in  explain- 
ing his  Bill  of  1892,  that  it  especially 
excluded  the  Viceroy,  and  at  any  rate 
only  gave  permission  for  a  return  from 
India  for  public  reasons. 


♦Lord  CURZON  of  KEDLESTON  : 
No,  the  Bill  did  not  exclude  the  Viceroy  ; 
it  applied  to  all  the  officers,  but  in  conse- 
quence of  Lord  North  brook's  contention 
in  this  House,  Lord  Cross,  in  order  to 
meet  him,  withdrew  the  name  of  the 
Viceroy  from  the  schedule  ;  but  the  Bill 
as  originally  introduced  and  supported 
by  Lord  Salisbury  included  the  Viceroy 
as  well  as  the  other  officials. 


The  Earl  of  ELGIN  :  I  did  not  quite 
follow  the  exact  sequence,  but  as  a 
matter  of  fact  the  Bill  as  it  passed  this 
House  did  not  include  the  name  of  the 
Viceroy. 


Hoase  adjourned  at  a  quarter 
before  Eight  o'clock  till  To» 
morrow,  a  quarter  jjast  Four 
o'clock. 
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HOUSE    OF    COMMONS. 

Tuesday,  17 th  March,  1908. 


The   House  met  at  a  quarter  before 
Three  of  the  Clock. 


PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS, 


STANDING  ORDERS. 
Resolutions  reported  from   the  Select 
Committee. 

1.  "That,  in  the  case  of  the  London 
United  Tramways,  Petition  for  Bill,  the 
Standing  Orders  ought  to  be  dispensed 
with  :  That  the  parties  be  permitted  to 
proceed  with  their  Bill." 

2.  "  That,  in  the  case  of  the  Ards  and 
Bangor  Railways,  Petition  for  Bill,  the 
Standing  Orders  ought  to  be  dispensed 
with  :  That  the  parties  be  permitted  to 
proceed  with  their  Bill,  on  the  condition 
that  the  powers  to  construct  Railways 
No.  3  and  3a  are  sti  uck  out  of  the  Bill, 
and  that  the  fact  that  a  deposit  equal  to 
5  per  cent,  of  the  amount  of  the  estimate 
of  expense  in  respect  of  the  remaining 
railways  proposed  to  ])e  authorised  has 
been  made  with  the  Accountant-General 
of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Judicature  in 
Ireland  be  proved  before  the  Committee 
on  the  Bill :  That  the  Committee  on  the 
Bill  do  report  how  far  such  Order  has 
been  complied  with." 

3.  "  That,  in  the  case  of  the  Sligo  and 
Arigna  Railway  Bill,  the  Standing  Orders 
ought  to  be  dispensed  with.  That  the 
parties  be  permitted  to  proceed  with 
their  Bill,  on  the  condition  that  Clauses 
53  to  58,  inclusive,  are  struck  out  of  the 
Bill :  That  the  Committee  on  the  Bill  do 
report  how  far  such  Order  has  been 
complied  with. 

4.  "That,  in  the  case. of  the  London 
County  Council  (Tramways  and  Improve- 
ments) Bill  [Lords],  Petition  for  Addi- 
tional Provision,  the  Standing  Orders 
ought  to  be  dispensed  with  :  That  the 
promoters  have  leave  to  insert  the 
additional  Provision  if  the  Committee 
on  the  Bill  think  fit." 

5.  "  That,  in  the  case  of  the  Alliance 
and  other  Assurance  and  Insurance 
Companies  [Lords],  Petition  for  Bill,  the 
Standing  Orders  ought  to  be  dispensed 
With  :  That  the  parties  be  permitted  to 
proceed  with  their  Bill." 


6.  "That,  in  the  case  of  the  West 
London,  Barnes,  and  Richmond  Tram- 
ways Bill  [Lords],  Petition  for  Bill,  the 
Standing  Orders  ought  to  be  dispensed 
with :  That  the  parties  be  permitted  to 
proceed  with  their  Bill  on  the  condition 
that  all  Tramways  are  struck 'out  of  the 
Bill  in  respect  of  which  the  consents  of 
the  Local  and  Road  Authorities,  to  the 
extent  to  which  they  are  necessary  under 
Standing  Order  22,  are  not  proved  before 
the  Committee  to  whom  the  Bill  is 
referred  :  That  the  Committee  on  the  Bill 
do  report  how  far  such  Order  has  been 
complied  with." 

7.  "  That,  in  the  case  of  the  Leith 
Burgh  Bill  [Lords],  the  Standing  Orders 
ought  to  be  dispensed  with :  That  the 
parties  be  permitted  to  proceed  with 
their  Bill." 

8.  "That,  in  the  case  of  the  South- 
West  Suburban  Water  Bill,  Petition  for 
dispensing  with  Standing  Order  128  in 
the  case  of  the  Petition  of  *  Metropolitan 
Water  Board,'  against  the  Bill,  the  said 
Standing  Order  ought  to  be  dispensed 
with." 

Resolutions  agreed  to. 


MESSAGE  FROM  THE  LORDS. 
That  they  have  passed  a  Bill,  intituled, 
"  An  Act  to  provide  for  a  Superannuation 
Scheme  for  officers  and  servants  of  the 
Great  Western  Railway  Company  in 
substitution  for  the  Great  Western 
Railway  Superannuation  Fund  established 
under  the  provisions  of  the  Great  Western 
Railway  Act,  1864."  Great  Western 
Railway  (Superannuation  Scheme)  Bill 
[Lords]. 

Great  Western  Railway  (Superannua- 
tion Scheme)  Bill  [Lords].  Read  the  first 
time  ;  and  referred  to  the  Examiners  of 
Petitions  for  Private  Bills. 


PETITIONS. 

COAL  MINES  (EIGHT  HOURS  (No.  2)  BILL. 
Petitions   against :    From  Edinburgh ; 
Huddersfield ;  and  Newcastle-upon-Tyne ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

HOME  WORK   REGULATION   BILL. 
Petition  from  Wandsworth,  against ;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 
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HOUSING  OF  THE  WORKING  CLASSES 
(IRELAND)  BILL. 

Petition  from  Lisburn,  in  favour;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 
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Workmen's  Compensation  Rules. — 
Copy  of  the  Workmen's  Compensation 
Rules,  dated  14th  March,  1908  [by  Act  J. 


LICENSED    PREMISES    (EXCLUSION    OF 
CHILDREN). 

Petition  from  Tiverton,  for  legislation ; 
bo  lie  upon  the  Table. 

UCENSING  BILL. 
Petitions    against:      From     Hodnet; 
Swindon  ;  and  Usher's  Wiltshire  Brewery, 
Limited ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

Petitions  in  favour  :  From  Helmshore ; 
and  Kirkcudbright;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

LIQUOR  TRAFFIC    (LOCAL  OPTION) 
(SCOTLAND)   BILL. 

Petition  from  Kirkcudbright,  in 
favour ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

MORAY  FIRTH  (ILLEGAL  TRAWLING). 
Petitions  for  prevention  :    From  Caith- 
ness ;    and,   Golspie ;      to    lie   upon   the  ' 
Table. 

SALE  OF  INTOXICATING  LIQUORS  ON 
SUNDAY   BILL. 

Petition  from  Worksop,  in  favour ;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

WOMEN'S  ENFRANCHISEMENT?  BILL. 
Petition  from  Buckhaven,   in  favour ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 


ELEMENTARY  EDUCATION  (ENGLAND 
AND  WALES)  BILL. 

Copy  presented,  of  List  of  Public  Ele- 
mentary Schools  in  single  school  Parishes 
as  defined  in  Section  3  (6)  of  the  Ele- 
mentary Education  (England  and  Wales) 
Bill  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

EAST  INDIA  (LAND  REVENUE). 
Copy    presented,    of     Land    Revenue 
Assessments   in   the  Punjab  since   1855 
[by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

PAPERS  LAID  UPON  THE  TABLE  BY 
THE  CLERK  OF  THE  HOUSE. 

County  Court  Rules. — Copy  of  the 
County  Court  Rules,  dated  13th  March, 
1908  [by  Act]. 


QUESTIONS  AND  ANSWERS 
CIRCULATED    WITH  THE   VOTES. 

Olose  Time  for  Seine  Trawl  Nets. 
Mr.  WATT  (Glasgow,  College) :  To  agfk 
the  Secretary  of  Scotland  whether  in 
view  of  the  facts  that  four  out  of  the  five 
official  fishery  districts  of  the  Clyde  are 
desirous  of  a  close  time  for  the  seine 
trawl  net  from  1st  February  to  15th  May, 
and  that  the  Clyde  herring  merchants 
also  support  this  course,  he  will  take  steps 
to  bring  about  this  line  of  action. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Sinclair.)  I  am 
informed  that  the  Board  have  no  official 
information  that  the  fishermen  in  four  out  ■ 
of  the  five  Clyde  fishery  districts  are  in 
favour  of  a  close  time  for  the  seine  net ; 
but  I  shall,  of  course,  be  glad  to  receive 
and  consider  any  further  information 
which  may  be  forthcoming. 

Seed  Oom  for  Scottish  Farmers. 
Mr.  CATHCART  WASON  (Orkney 
and  Shetland) :  To  ask  the  Secretary  for 
Scotland  whether  he  is  aware  of  the  fact 
that,  •  owing  to  the  inclement  harvest, 
seed  corn  in  some  places  in  Shetland  is 
practically  unobtainable  ;  and  if  he  will 
state  on  what  terms  the  Congested 
Districts  Board  can  assist. 

Mr.  J.  DEWAR  (Inverness) :  To  ask 
the  Secretary  for  Scotland  if  he  is  aware 
that,  owing  to  the  inclement  season 
experienqed  in  the  Highlands  of  Scotland 
last  year,  the  grain  in  those  districts  was 
seriously  damaged,  and  there  is  difficulty 
in  procuring  reliable  seed ;  and  will  he, 
under  these  circumstances,  confer  with 
the  Congested  Districts  Board  as  to  the 
possibility  of  helping  to  procure  sound 
and  satisfactory  seed. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Sinclair.)  I  am 
aware  of  the  regrettable  facts  stated  by 
my  hon.  friends.  As  the  Congested 
Districts  Board  is  not  a  relief  body  they 
have  no  power  to  expend  their  funds  in 
providing  seed,  and  they  have,  therefore, 
reluctantly  refused  applications  for  that 
purpose.  For  their  special  statutory  pur- 
pose of  the  improvement  of  agriculture 
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thoy  have  on  ixjcai^ious  pronded  seed  corn 
anci  sood  potatoc'S^  but  m  such  cases  pay- 
ment of  the  price  is  required  when  the 
requoiit  is  granted. 

Proof  Spirits  In  Temperance  Drinks. 

Mr.  STAVELEY-HILL  (Staffordshire, 
KiuK^winford) :  To  ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  whether  he  will  state  the 


number  of  samples  of  herb  beer  and  other 
beverages  sold  as  temperance  drinks 
analysed  at  the  Government  laboratory 
during  the  past  three  years ;  the  number 
found  to  contain  more  than  2  per  cent,  of 
proof  spirit ;  and  the  percentage  of  proof 
spirit  tnere  disclosed. 

(Answered  by  Mr,  Asquith,) 


Herb  and  Botanic  Beer  and  similar  Beverages  examined  in  the  Government 

Laboratory. 


Total 

number 

of  samples 

examined. 

Naraber  o] 

samples 

containing 

proof  spirit 

in  excess  of 

legal  limit 

of  2  per 

cent. 

Containing  proof  spirit  of 

Highest  per- 
centage of 
proof  spirit 
contained  in 
one  sample. 

Year  to  31st 
March. 

More  than 

2  per  cent. 

bat  less 

than  3  per 

cent. 

3 per  cent., 

oat  less 

than  4  per 

cent. 

4  per  cent., 

but  less 

than  6  per 

cent. 

6  percent., 
or  more. 

1905 
1906' 
1907 

1st    April, 
1907,    to 
10th  Mar., 
1908. 

1,011 

924 

1,133 

1,079 

361 
349 
422 

417 

233 

248 
306 

298 

78 
58 
71 

81 

42 
35 
37 

32 

8 
8 
8 

6 

8*3    ginger 
beer. 

9*5     ginger 
beer. 

10-5      herb 
beer. 

12-3  dande- 
lion stout. 

8-5     herb 
beer. 

Total  - 

4,147 

1,549 

1,085  j       288 

146 

30 

Suggested  Railway  f^om  Ohaman  to 
Kuskh. 

Mr.  DUNDAS  WHITE  (Dumbarton- 
shire) :  To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
India  what  is  the  distance  between  the 
terminus  of  the  India  railway  at  Chaman 
and  that  of  the  Kussian  railway  at  Kuskh  ; 
what  is  the  length  of  the  nearest  practic- 
able route  for  linking  them  together  ;  and 
whether  any  proposals  have  been  made 
for  so  doing. 

(Answered  hy  Mr.   Secretary    Morley.) 

The  distance  between  Chaman  and  Kuskh 

in  a  straight  line  is  about  400  miles.     I 

am  unable  to  say  what  is  the  length  of 


the  shortest  practicable  route,  and,  as 
regards  the  railway  project,  I  stated  the 
other  day  that  I  had  no  knowledge  of  the 
subject  beyond  a  reference  to  it  I  had 
seen  in  a  newspaper. 

Rioting  at  Tinnevelly. 
Mr.  REES  (Montgomery  Boroughs): 
To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  India 
whether  he  can  give  the  House  any  in- 
formation regarding  a  riot  at  Tinnevelly. 

(Answered  hy  Mr.  Secretary  Morley,)  I 
am  informed  that  a  riot  occurred  at 
Tinnevelly  on  Saturday  last,  in  which  the 
municipal,  post,  and  police  offices  wer^ 
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looted  and  burnt.  Being  unable  to  clear 
the  streets  the  magistrate  and  superin- 
tendent of  police  ordered  the  police  to 
fire,  and  the  rioting  then  ceased.  Four 
casualties  were  reported. 

Damage  to  Fiahing  Nets  by  Foreign 

Trawlers. 
Mr.  R.  L.  HARMSWORTH  (Caithness- 
shire)  :  To  ask  the  Secretary  for  Scotland 
whether  he  is  aware  that  on  Wednesday, 
5th  February,  the  fishing  boat  "  Bonai- 

fen,"  of  Wick,  while  fishing  in  the  Moray 
irth  about  seven  miles  otf  the  Caithness 
coast,  had  five  nets  carried  away,  and 
eight  nets  along  with  fishing  ropes 
destroyed  by  the  trawler  "Bangkok," 
of  Grotheburg,  the  loss  as  valued  amount- 
ing to  £68  10s. ;  whether  he  is  aware 
that  several  similar  losses  have  been  sus- 
tained this  winter  off  the  coast  of  Caith- 
ness by  fishing  boats  in  consequence  of 
their  nets  being  cut  through  and  destroyed 
by  foreign  trawlers ;  ana  what  steps  he 
proposes  to  take  for  the  protection  of 
fishermen's  property,  and  vindication  of 
their  rights  against  foreigners. 

{Answered  hy  Mr.  Sinclair,)  I  have 
nothing  to  add  to  the  reply  given  to  the 
hon.  Member  for  Wick  Burghs  on  12th 
instant. 

The  GoTemment  and  the  Trawlers' 

Gertiflcates  Suspension  Bill. 
Mr.  weir  :  To  ask  the  Secretary  for 
Scotland,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  last 
year  instructions  were  given  by  the 
Secretary  for  Scotland  to  block  the 
Trawlers'  Certificates  Suspension  Bill, 
will  he  state  whether  it  is  his  intention  to 
adopt  a  similar  course  this  session. 

{Answered  by  Mr,  Sinclair).  The 
attitude  of  the  Grovernmeut  towards  the 
Trawlers'  Certificates  Suspension  Bill 
most  be  the  same  as  it  was  last  year. 
The  sympathies  of  the  Government  are 
strongly  with  any  effort  to  enforce  the 
law  against  illegal  trawling,  but  the 
machinery  for  carrying  out  this  purpose 
muat  be  judged  with  due  consideration 
of  its  effect  upon  the  general  interests  of 
the  mercantile  marine,  and  with  regard 
to  the  general  principles  upon  which 
modem  commercial  undertakings  are 
managed.  The  Bill  provides  for  the  sus- 
pension of  the  certificate  of  registration 
of  the  trawl  vessel  upon  a  breach  of 
statute  or  bye-law;    that  is  to  say,  a 
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costly  and  powerful  agent  of  production 
is  put  out  of  use,  and  the  owners,  share- 
holders, mortgagees,  and  crews  of  the 
vessels  are  all  punished  for  what  might 
be  entirely  the  fault  of  the  skipper, 
seeing  that  the  control  exercised  by 
owners  over  their  skippers  must  be 
limited  when  the  trawler  has  gone  to  sea. 
For  these  reasons  it  is  difiicult  to  assent 
to  this  proposal  A  further  proposal  is 
to  cancel  or  suspend  the  certificate  of  the 
skipper  or  second  officer  for  illegal  trawl- 
ing. The  Board  of  Trade  have,  always 
declined  to  recognise  an  offence  of  this 
kind  as  one  of  the  class  for  which  they 
would  feel  justified  in  thus  dealing  with 
a  certificate  granted  under  the  Merchant 
Shipping  Act. 

Petition  of  Workmen  in  Pembroke 
Dockyard. 

Mr.  O^VEN  PHILIPPS  (Pembroke 
and  Haverfordwest):  To  ask  the  Secre- 
tary to  the  Admiralty  whether  he  can 
now  give  replies  to  the  petitions  of  work- 
men at  the  Pembroke  Dockyard,  which 
were  presented  to  the  Admiralty  in 
January,  1907. 

(Ajiswered  hy  Mr,  Edmund  Robertson.) 
It  is  hoped  that  the  replies  will  be  an- 
nounced early  next  month. 

New  Heater  Torpedo. 
Mr.  BELLAIRS  (Lynn  Kegis) :  To 
ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty 
whether  he  is  aware  that  the  new  heater 
torpedo  gives  an  increased  speed  of  over 
33  per  cent,  for  torpedoes  fired  at  a  ship 
1,500  yards  off,  44  per  cent,  at  over  3,000 
yards  off,  and  over  50  per  cent,  at  over 
4,000  yards  off;  and  whether,  under 
these  circumstances,  ho  will  endeavour  to 
cancel  all  orders  for  torpedoes  of  old- 
fashioned  type  without  heaters. 

(Answered  hy  Mr.  Edmund  Robertson.) 
The  Admiralty  are  fully  aware  of  the 
increased  efficiency  of  modern  Whitehead 
torpedoes,  but  it  is  not  in  the  public  in- 
terest to  detail  the  steps  taken  by  the 
Department  as  the  result  of  these  im- 
provements. 

Mr.  BELLAIRS:  To  ask  the  Secre- 
tary to  the  Admiralty  whether  he  is 
aware  of  the  activity  of  foreign  navies  in 
ordering  the  new  heater  torpedoes  in- 
vented by  the  Whitehead  firm  since  the 
Russo-Japaneae  Wax  *,  xvtAvclnSst^  ^S.\Xift 
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reduction  of  the  Vote  for  torpedoes  and 
guncotton  from  £304,000  in  1906-7  to 
£307,000  in  1907-8, 'and  £209,000  for 
the  new  financial  year,  whether  ho  can 
state  if  any  of  the  new  heater  torpedoes 
have  been  ordered  for  the  British  Navy. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Edmund  Robertson.) 
The  Answer  to  both  Questions  is  in  the 
affirmative. 

Mr.  BELLxVIKS  :  To  ask  the  Secre- 
tary to  the  Admiralty  whether  torpedoes 
are  bein^  manufactured  at  Weymouth 
and  supplied  to  a  foreign  Power  whose 
speeds  and  radius  of  action  are  far  superior 
to  the  Admiralty  pattern  of  torpedo, 
either  cold  or  hot ;  and,  if  so,  why  the 
usual  proportion  of  orders  for  torpedoes  | 
was  last  year  altered  in  favour  of  the  , 
Government  establishmentjat  Woolwich,   i 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Edmund  Robertson,)  I 
The  reply  to  the  first  Question  is  in  the  I 
negative,  and  the  second  Question  there 
fore  does  not  arise. 

Fusing  of  Wires  on  the  District 
Railway- 
Dr.       RUTHERFOKD      (Middlesex,  | 
Brentford) :  To  ask  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  whether  his  attention  has 
been  called  to  one  or  two  outbreaks  of 
fire  occurring  recently  upon  the  District) 
Railway;  and  whether  he  will   ask  the 
directors  to  post  up  notices  in  the  car- 1 
riages,  <^'c.,  telling  the^'passengers  what  I 
to  do  in  case  of  fire.      *  | 

I 

{Ansicered  hij  Mr.  Lloyd-Geo'rge.)  My  ' 
attention  has  been  called  to  several  cases  ' 
of  fusing  on  this  railway,  which,  however,  i 
can  hardly  be  described  as  "  outbreaks  of  , 
fire."  A  notice  of  the  kind  suggested 
would,  in  the  opinion  of  my  advisers,  be  I 
more  likely  to  create  alarm  than  to  add  i 
to  the  security  of  passengers.  i 


Schools  Earning  Special  Gardening 
Grant. 

Sir  F.  CHANNING  (Northampton- 
shire, E.) :  To  ask  the  President  of  the  ' 
Board  of  Education  what  number  of  ele- ' 
mentary  schools  in  England  and  Wales  j 
earned  the  special  grant  for  gardening ; 
and  what  was  the  number  of  pupils  in  | 
the  years  1904-5,  1905-6,  1906-7,  and  | 
1907-8,  respectively.  , 


{Answered  by  Mr.  McEenna.)  In  1905-6 
there  were  579  public  elementary  schools 
in  England  and  Wales  obtaining  the 
Board's  special  grant  for  gardening,  with 
8,359  scholars;  in  1905-6  there  were 
719  schools,  with  11,216  scholars.  These 
figures  are  contained  in  the  published 
Blue-books  of  the  Board.  For  1906-7 
the  numbers  notified  to  the  Board  at  the 
beginning  of  the  special  subjects  year 
were  974  schools,  with  an  estimated 
number  of  scholars  14,926.  For  1907-^ 
the  number  of  schools  notified  as  taking 
this  subject  is  1,138,  the  number  of 
scholars  being  not  yet  obtainable. 

AKricaltural  Instruction  in  Schools. 

Sir  F.  CHANNING:  To  ask  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Education 
if  he  will  state  what  is  the  present 
number  of  school  gardens  provided  for 
elementary,  secondary,  and  evening 
schools,  respectively,  in  England  and 
Wales ;  in  how  many  of  such  schools 
gardens  are  arrangements  made  for  irait 
cultivation  as  well  as  for  gardening ;  and 
what  is  the  number  of  detached  demon- 
stratiorf  or  experimental  fruit  plots  to 
which  pupils  of  schools  have  access. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  McKenna.)  The 
number  of  public  elementary  schools  in 
England  and  Wales  notified  to  the  Board 
for  the  purpose  of  the  grant  for  gardening 
is  1,138,  each  of  which,  of  course,  has 
ground  specially  devoted  to  the  purposes 
of  school  gardening;  but  there  are  in 
addition  a  number  of  schools  in  which 
gardening  is  carried  on  more  as  a  part  of 
nature  study  than  for  the  purpose  of 
teaching  gardening  as  sufth,  and  the 
gardens  of  these  schools  are  not  included 
in  that  number.  Few  secondary  schools 
have  school-gardens  intended  to  teach 
practical  gardening  to  the  scholars,  but 
several  schools  in  England  (and  one  or 
two  in  Wales),  the  curricula  of  which  are 
regarded  by  the  Board  as  having  a 
distinctly  agricultural  character,  have 
land  for  outdoor  demonstration  and  ex- 
perimental work  in  plant  life;  and  a 
number  of  other  secondary  schools  in 
England  possess  gardens  which  are 
utilised  in  connection  with  the  biological 
teaching.  The  applications  for  recogni- 
tion of  evening  school  gardening  classes 
for  the  current  year  have  not  yet  all 
been  received,  but  assuming  that  the 
applications  still  to  be  received  will 
correspond  with   last  year,  the  number 
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will  amount  to  about  190  in  England  and 
Wales.  It  is  impossible  to  say  in  bow 
many  of  the  elementary  and  evening 
school  gardens  arrangements  are  made 
for  fruit  cultivation,  as  few  counties  have 
any  uniformity  of  practice  in  this  respect, 
but  it  is  probably  about  half.  In  only 
two  of  the  secondary  schools  referred  to 
in  the  second  paragraph  above  is  pro- 
vision made  for  the  systematic  teaching 
of  fruit  culture.  As  far  as  I  am  informed, 
to  only  one  of  the  detached  fruit  stations 
in  the  country  have  the  pupils  of  any 
public  elementary,  secondary,  or  evening 
schools  regular  access  for  practical 
instruction. 

Training  of  Norses. 
Mr.  CULLINAN  (Tipperary,  S.) :  To 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if  he  will  state 
what  proofs  of  efficient  teaching,  of 
efficient  examining,  and  of  the  possession 
of  adequate  materiel  and  of  b  capable 
and  industrious  staff,  do  the  fiocal 
Government  Board  require  before 
sanctioning  any  hospital  for  the  training 
of  nurses,  whether  trained  or  merely 
qualified  ;  and  whether  they  would  take 
the  medical  profession  generally  into 
their  conlidence  on  those  points. 

{Anstoered  hj  Mr.  Birrell.)  Under  the 
Local  Government  Board's  Nursing 
Order,  1901,  a  trained  nurse  means  any 
person  who  has  resided  for  not  less  than 
two  years  in  a  general  clinical  or  other 
hospital  recognised  by  the  Board,  and 
who,  after  examination,  has  obtained 
from  such  hospital  a  certificate  of  profici- 
ency in  nursing ;  and  the  term  quahfied 
nurse  means  any  person,  who,  after 
examination,  has  obtained  a  certificate  of 
proficiency  in  nursing  from  any  (1)  public 

feneral  hospital,  or  (2)  workhouse  in 
rmary  and  fever  hospital,  or  (3)  nursing 
institution,  that  may  be  recognised  by  the 
Board  as  an  efficient  school  for  medical 
and  surgical  nurses.  The  Board  require 
as  evidence  of  the  due  training  or 
qualification  of  a  nurse,  the  production  of 
the  original  certificate  of  proficiency 
from  a  recognised  hospital.  Before 
recognising  for  the  purpose  in  question 
any  hospital  other  than  a  general  clinical 
hospital  the  Board  make  careful  inquiries 
respecting  such  hospital.  The  Board 
have  always  received  and  welcomed 
assistance  from  the  medical  profession, 
both  as  regards  the  general  question  of 


recognition  of  the  training  of  nurses  and 
as  regards  the  capacity  for  teaching  of 
any  particular  hospital.  It'  may  be  added 
that  a  general  clinical  hospital  is  one 
recognised  by  examining  bodies  for  the 
instruction  of  medical  students. 

Porchase  Price  of  Sir  H.  Shaw- 
Stewart's  Land. 
Mr.  DUNDAS  WHITE  :  To  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  what  was  the 
price  obtained  from  Sir  Hugh  Shaw- 
Stewart  for  the  land,  near  Cloch  Point, 
which  was  resold  to  him  in  1907  after 
having  been  purchased  in  1905  for 
£13,050. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Secretani  Haldane.) 
The  price  was  £10,000. 

Army  Beductions. 
Major  ANSTRUTHER-GRAY  (St. 
Andrews  Burghs) :  To  ask  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  War  if  he  will  state  what 
reduction  in  personnel  will  result  from 
the  intended  withdrawal  in  the  course  of 
1908-9  of  a  cavalry  regiment  and  four 
infantry  battalions  from  South  Africa. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Haldane.) 
The  net  reduction  in  personnel  will 
amount  to  thirty-three  oflScers  and  1,671 
other  ranks. 

Territorial  Army— Instruction  of  Officers 
on  the  Unattached  List. 
Mr.  C.  H.  CORBETT  (Sussex,  East 
Grinstead)  :  To  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  War  whether  officers  of  the 
Territorial  Force,  placed  on  the  un- 
attached lists  of  their  counties,  will  be 
allowed  to  attend  courses  of  instruction 
in  order  to  maintain  their  military 
efficiency  pending  absorption. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Haldane.) 
A  General  Officer  Command  ing-in- 
Chief  will  be  empowered  to  authorise  the 
attendance  at  courses  of  instruction  of 
such  officers  should  he  consider  it  desir- 
able, and  should  the  funds  at  his  disposal 
admit  of  it. 

Changes    in    the    Army    Accounts 
Department. 

Sir  J.  BETHELL  (Essex,  Romford) : 
To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
whether  important  changes  in  the  Army 
Accounts  Department  and  the  Army  Pay 
Department    are     being    contemplated; 
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and,  if  not,  whether  he  can  see  his  way 
to  make  a  statement  «^hich  will  set  at 
rest  the  uneasiness  prevailing  among 
members  of  those  Departments. 

{Answered  by  Mr,  Secretary  Haldane.) 
Certain  changes  in  the  Army  Accounts 
Department  are  under  consideration,  and 
I  hope  to  be  able  to  arrive  at  a  decision 
at  no  distant  date. 

Pay  and  Position  of  Civil  Service 
Assistant  Olerks. 

Mr.  field  (Dublin,  St.  Patrick) :  To 
ask  the  Prime  Minister  whether  he  has 
received  a  petition  asking  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  Committee  to  inquire  into  the 
pay  and  prospects  of  assistant  clerks  in 
the  Civil  Service  ;  whether  he  hap  con- 
sidered what  action  the  Government  will 
take  in  this  matter ;  and  whether  he  is 
aware  that  the  higher  permanent  Treasury 
and  other  officials  have  sometimes  disre- 
garded the  decisions  of  Parliamentary 
Committees  and  likewise  sometimes  failed 
to  carry  out  the  suggestions  made  by 
Ministers  regarding  various  Departments. 

{Answered  hj  Mr,  Asqmfh,)  My  right 
hon.  friend  has  asked  me  to  answer 
this  Question.  I  would  refer  the  hon. 
Member  to  the  Answer  which  the 
Prime  Minister  gave  on  23rd  April  last 
to  a  similar  Question  by  my  hon. 
friend  the  Member  for  the  Tottenham 
Division  of  Middlesex.  I  am  not  aware 
of  the  evidence  upon  w^hich  the  hon. 
Member  bases  the  allegation  contained  in 
the  last  paragraph  of  his  Question. 

Lunatics  and  the  Law  of  Divorce. 

Mr.  DUNN  (Cornwall,  Camborne): 
To  ask  the  Prime  Minister,  whether  he  is 
aware  that,  according  to  a  recently 
I)ublished  Report  of  the  Commissioners  in 
Lunacy,  of  12:^,988  persons  certified  as 
incurably  insane  in  England  and  Wales, 
over  40  per  cent,  are  marritKl,  and  that 
consequently  upwards  of  57,000  persons 
are  thus  condemned  by  law  to  enforced 
celilmcy  ;  and  whether,  having  regard  to 
the  fact  that  the  greater  number  of  such 
persons  are  in  poor  circumstances  and  to 
the  evils  arising  from  the  existing  state 
of  the  law,  he  will  afford  facilities  for  the 
consideration  of  the  Bill  for  the  amend- 
ment of  the  present  law  of  divorce. 


this  Question  for  him.  The  number  of 
persons  certified  to  be  insane  and  known 
to  be  under  care  is,  I  understand,  as 
stated.  Of  the  males  bo  certified,  the 
official  statistics  show-  that  47*6  were 
married,  and  of  the  females,  45  per  cent 
These  persons,  however,  are  not  certified 
as  incurably  insane  and  a  proportion  of 
them  recover.  The  Qovemment  cannot 
undertake  to  afford  facilities  for  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Bill  for  t«he  amendment 
of  the  present  law  of  divorce. 


Q  UESTIONS  IN  THE  HOUSE. 

Naval  Mechanical  Training  Ezpenditnra 
Mr.  C.  DUNCAN  (Barrow-in-Furness): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the 
Admiralty  under  which  Vote  will  the 
cost  of  the  mechanical  training  estab- 
lishment appear. 

The  SECEETAEY  to  the 
ADMIRALTY  (Mr.  Edmund  Kobkrtson, 
Dundee) :    Yotes  1,  2,  5,  8,  and  10. 

Engine-Boom  Artificers  at  Ohatham- 
Mr.  C.  DUNCAN  :  I  W  to  ask 
the  Secretary  to  the  Admiriutv  if  lie 
can  state  why  the  Chatham  depot  is 
unable  to  secure  sufficient  engine-room 
artificers  for  their  local  requirements. 

Mr.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON  :  The 
number  of  engine-room  artificers  allotted 
to  Chatham  for  the  current  year  has 
already  been  obtained,  and  no  difficulty 
is  anticipated  in  obtaining  the  number 
required  for  next  year. 

Stokers  and  the  Short-Service  System- 
Mr.  C.  DUNCAN  :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  what 
percentage  of  stokers  joined  last  year 
I  under  the  short-service  system ;  and  to 
what  percentage  of  this  number  it  is 
proposed  to  allow  to  continue  ser\dce  to 
qualify  for  pensions. 

Mr.  EDMUND  KOBERTSON  :  The 
Answer  to  the  first  Question  is  about  60 
per  cent.  No  limit  has  been  placed  to 
the  number  of  special  service  stoKera  who 
may  be  transferred  to  continuous  service 
and  qualify  for  pensions  under  the 
regulations. 

H.M.S.  "Indus." 
{Answered  hi  Mr.  Asquith.)     My  right        Mr.  C.  DUNCAN :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
hon.    friend    has     ask    me     to     answer    Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  what  is  the 
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cost  of  officers,  petty  officers,  and  pensioned 
instructors. 

Mr.  EDMUND  EOBERTSON: 
Assuming  that  the  Question  refers  to  the 
"  Indus,"  the  Answer  is,  approximately, 
£16,000,  exclusive  of  liability  for  retired 
pay  and  pensions,  calculated  at  £6,000. 

Battleship  Practice. 
Viscount  CASTLEREAGH  (Maid- 
stone) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to 
the  Admiralty  if  he  will  state  the  reason 
why  the  Battle  Practice  Return  has  been 
issued  before  the  whole  Fleet  have  com- 
pleted the  practice. 

Mr.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON  :  This 
annual  return  is  published  as  early  in 
the  year  as  possible  ;  but  in  some  cases, 
where  ships  have  been  unable  to  com- 
plete their  practice  within  the  year,  they 
must  necessarily  be  omitted. 

Viscount  CASTLEREAGH :  Can 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  state  the 
names  of  the  vessels  omitted  ? 

Mr.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON :  Not 
off-hand,  but  I  will  get  information  for 
the  noble  Lord. 

Viscount  CASTLEREAGH  :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty 
whether  in  future  years  the  Admiralty 
will  arrange  that  the  Battle  Practice 
Return  shall  include  a  column  denoting 
the  weather  conditions,  and  also  the 
motion  of  the  ship. 

Mr.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON  :  This, 
with  other  suggestions,  \iill  be  considered 
in  the  general  revision  of  the  return 
which  takes  place  every  year. 

ALuou  ANSTRUTHER-GRAY  (St. 
Andrews  Burghs) :  When  will  the 
revision  take  place  ? 

Mb.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON:  I 
'Mimot  say.  j 

Viscount  CASTLEREACili  :  How 
can  you  properly  test  the  efficiency  under 
the  present  system  ? 

Mb.  EDMUND  R0BP:RTS0X  asked 
for  notice  of  that  Question. 


H.M.S.  "Hannibal.*' 
Viscount  CASTLEREAGH:  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty 
whether  the  *'  Hannibal,"  which  is  shown 
as  being  second  in  the  battle  practice  in 
the  Home  Fleet  list,  carried  out  two 
battle  practices;  and,  if  so,  which  was 
the  practice  the  results  of  which  are 
given  in  the  Return ;  and  what  were  the 
particulars  of  the  other  practice. 

Mr.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON:  No, 
Sir  ;  this  ship  carried  out  one  battle 
practice  only. 

Mufti  for  Naval  Officers. 
Mr.  MALLET  (Plymouth) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty 
whether  he  will  consider  the  possibility  of 
granting  to  certain  ranks  of  naval  men 
the  privilege  of  wearing  plain  clothes 
when  on  leave,  which  is  now  given  to 
certain  ranks  in  the  Army. 


Mr.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON 
question  will  be  considered. 


The 


The  Channel  Fleet. 
Mr.  BELLAIRS  (Lynn  Regis) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty 
whether  he  is  aware  that  the  Channel 
Fleet,  having  assembled  at  Portland  for 
one  of  its  annual  cruises,  left  Portland  on 
11th  March  with  three  battleships,  two 
armoured  cruisers,  one  unarmourea 
cruiser,  and  ten  destroyers  short  of 
strength  ;  and  whether  he  can  state  the 
reason  of  the  absence  of  so  many  vessels 
without  replacement. 

Mr.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON  :  The 
cruisers  and  one  battleship  were  under- 
going their  annual  refit.  Another  battle- 
ship was  delayed  for  two  days  on  special 
duty,  and  the  third  was  left  behind  as  she 
is  about  to  l>e  relieved.  The  destroyers 
were  complete,  except  that  three  were 
docking,  but  have  since  left  to  rejoin  the 
Fleet,  and  one  was  under  rej^air.  The 
remaining  six  were  nucleuH  crew  vcHsels 
which  were  not  intended  to  procee<l  with 
the  Fleet. 

Army  Interpreters. 
ViworsT  ('ASTLKKP:A(;H:  On  be- 
half of  the  hon.  MemlM.T  for  West  Bristol, 
I  lH5g  to  ank  the  SecreUry  of  State  for 
War  whether  officers  in  His  Majesty's 
Auxiliary  ForeeH  may  be  entitled  to  the 
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The  Looting  of  the  '*  Minota." 
Mb.  fell  (Great  Yarmouth) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs  if  his  attention  has  been  called  to 
the  looting  of  the  colonial  trading 
schooner  "  Minota  "  and  the  massacre  of 
her  captain  by  natives  at  Tulagi,  in 
the  Solomon  Islands ;  if  the  Government 
has  any  man-of-war  in  the  neighbourhood 
which  can  be  sent  there  to  restore  order ; 
and  what  steps  ho  proposes  to  take  in  the 
matter. 

Mr.  J.  A.  PEASE  (Essex,  Saffron 
Walden ;  for  Mr.  Churchill)  :  The 
Secretary  of  State  has  no  official 
information  as  to  this  incident,  but  will 
inquire  of  the  High  Commissioner  for  the 
Western  Pacific.  As  Tulagi  is  the  head- 
quarters of  the  resident  Commissioner  for 
the  British  Solomon  Islands  Protectorate, 
it  may  be  presumed  that  any  steps 
necessary  to  restore  order  have  already 
been  taken. 

Transvaal  Mineral  Bights  and  Taxation. 
Mr.  WEDGWOOD  (Newcastle-under- 
Lyme) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under-Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Colonies  whether  his 
attention  has  been  drawn  to  the  recom- 
mendation to  tax  unworked  mnieral 
rights  in  the  Transvaal,  made  by  the 
Committee  on  Unemployment  in  the 
Transvaal  Mhies;  and  whether  he  will 
obtain  this  Report  and  lay  it  upon  the 
Table  of  this  House. 

Mr.  J.  A.  PEASE  (for  Mr.  Chur- 
chill) :  The  Report  of  the  Commission 
referred  to  has  not  been  received  at  the 
Colonial  Office  at  present,  but  inquiry 
shall  be  made  with  regard  to  it. 

Colonial  Grantsin-Aid. 
Mr.  WEDGWOOD  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury  whether  he 
will  urge  the  Colonial  Office  to  make 
inquiry  into  the  present  taxation  of  those 
Colonies  which  receive  grants-in-aid,  with 
a  view  to  seeing  whether  the  system  of 
taxation  in  use  in  solvent  Colonies  could 
be  so  adapted  to  those  insolvent  Colonies 
that  grants  in-aid  might  no  longer  be 
needed. 

Mr.  J.  A.  PEASE  (for  Mr.  Chur- 
chill) :  There  is  really  very  little 
difference  in  the  system  of  taxation  in 
Colonies  whose  conditions  are  generally 
similar  such  as  the  West  Indian  Islands, 


the  fact  that  one  Colony  is  solvent  and 
another  is  at  present  in  receipt  of  a 
grant-in-aid  is  not  due  to  the  system  of 
taxation,  but  to  other  causes.  The 
Estimates  of  the  Colonies  in  receipt  of 
grants-in-aid  are  most  carefully  reviewed 
every  year  by  the  Secretary  of  State  in 
consultation  with  the  Treasury,  and  every 
reasonable  opportunity  is  taken  of  m- 
creasing  the  local  revenue  in  order  to 
make  both  ends  meet.  In  spite  of 
active  development  work  considerable 
reductions  have  this  year  been  effected 
i  upon  the  Colonial  Office  Estimates. 

Panama  Oanal  Laboor. 
Sir  BERKELEY  SHEFFIELD  (Lin- 
colnshire, Brigg) :  I  b^  to  ask  the 
Under-Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies 
when  the  Report  upon  che  conditions  of 
indentured  labour  on  the  Panania  Canal 
will  be  presented. 

The  secretary  of  STATE  ior 
FOREIGN  AFFAIRS  (Sir  Edward 
Grey,  Northumberland,  JSerwick) :  The 
hon.  Member  is  probably  referring  to  the 
Report,  furnished  last  October  by  His 
Majesty's  Minister  at  Panama,  on  the 
conditions  of  the  British  West  Indian 
labourers  employed  on  the  Panama  Canal. 
The  Report  will  be  laid  before  the  House 
without  delay,  but  I  am  unable  to  give 
an  exact  date. 

Temperance  Drinks. 
Mr.  STAVELEY-HILL  (Staffordshire, 
Kingswinford) :  I  beg  to  ask  Mr. 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  whether  he 
will  state  the  number  of  samples  of  herb 
beer  and  other  beverages  sold  as  temper- 
ance drinks  analysed  at  the  Government 
laboratory  during  the  past  three  years; 
the  number  found  to  contain  more  than 
two  per  cent,  of  proof  spirit;  and  the 
percentage  of  proof  spirit  there  disclosed. 

The  chancellor  of  the  EX- 
CHEQUER (Mr.  AsQUiTH,  Fifeshire, 
E.) :  I  have  had  a  statement  prepared 
giving  the  information  asked  for  in 
tabular  form,  which  will  be  circulated 
with  the  Votes  to-morrow. 


I  Alien  Immigration  Boards. 

j  Mr.  ARMITAGE  (Leeds,  Central) :  I 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department  for  what  period  the 
I  members  of  the  alien  immigration  boards 
i  are  appointed. 


413 


Questions. 


{17  March  1908} 


Questions. 


4U 


TheUNDEK-SECRETARYof 
STATE  FOR  THE  HOME  DEPART- 
MENT (Mr.  Herbert  Samuel,  York- 
shire, Cleveland) :  The  appointments  of 
members  of  immigration  boards  under 
the  Aliens  Act,  1905,  stand  for  as  long 
as  the  persons  appointed  are  willing  and 
able  to  afford  their  services  in  that 
capacity. 

Mr.  ARMITAGE:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department  what  steps  have  been  taken 
for  the  formation  of  advisory  committees 
to  assist  alien  immigration  boards,  as 
promised  by  him  on  6th  March,  1906. 

Mr.  HERBERT  SAMUEL  :  My  right 
hon.  friend  gave  no  promise  in  this 
matter.  The  question  of  arranging  for 
the  establishment  of  such  advisory  com- 
mittees, for  which  there  is  no  provision 
in  the  Act,  was  at  one  time  considered, 
but  after  further  experience  of  the  work- 
ing of  the  Act  my  right  hon.  friend  does 
not  think  them  necessary. 

Ghrimsby  Aliens  Bejection. 
Mr.  ARMITAGE:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment whether,  on  the  28th  February,  at 
Grimsby,  a  Russian  named  Itzig  Woffen- 
burg,  with  wife,  daughter,  and  son,  were 
rejected  by  the  Gnmsby  Immigration 
Board ;  whether  he  had  in  his  possession 
the  sum  of  £i3  12s. ;  whether  he  was 
going  on  a  visit  to  his  two  daughters  and 
a  son-in-law  in  Edinburgh  ;  and,  if  so, 
what  the  grounds  were  upon  which  the 
rejection  took  place. 

Mr.  HERBERT  SAMUEL  :  My  right 
hon.  friend  is  informed  by  the  Grimsby  Im- 
migration Board  that  assuming  the  (ques- 
tion to  relate  to  an  alien  family  named  Kof- 
fenberg,  the  facts  are  as  stated  in  the  first 
two  sentences  thereof.  It  may  bo  added 
that  the  man  was  aged  sixty,  the  wife 
fifty-four,  daughter  fifteen,  and  the  son 
five  years.     The  alien  stated  that  he  was 

King  on  a  visit  as  sot  out  in  the  Question, 
t  he  had  no  letter  to  show  in  corrobor- 
ation, and  the  Board  who  have  the 
aathority,  and  with  the  alien  before  them 
ire  in  the  best  position,  to  judge  having 
regard  to  his  demeanour  and  the  manner 
in  which  he  answered  questions  put  to 
him  did  not  credit  his  statement  and  were 
of  opinion  that   he  intended  to  remain 


here  with  his  family,  and  that  having 
regard  to  his  age  and  the  number  of  his 
dependents  there  was  no  chance  of  his 
being  able  decently  to  support  himself 
and  his  family. 

Factory  Inspectors. 

Mr.  RAMSAY  MACDONALD 
(Leicester) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Home  Department  whether 
any  of  the  factory  inspectors  on  probation, 
who  have  not  yet  passed  an  examination 
in  factory  law,  have  been  entrusted  with 
cases  in  Court  involving  questions  of 
breaches  of  the  factory  law ;  and,  if  so, 
with  what  result. 

Mr.  HERBERT  SAMUEL:  The 
practice  of  the  Department  is  for  prose- 
cutions to  be  undertaken  by  the  more 
experienced  inspectors  in  a  district.  I 
find  that  in  only  two  cases  have  prosecu- 
tions been  undertaken  by  inspectors 
who  had  not  at  the  time  passed  the 
examination  in  factory  law ;  in  one  case 
a  conviction  was  obtained — the  other 
case,  which  was  taken  by  the  junior 
inspector  in  an  emergency,  was  dismissed. 

Mr.  RAMSAY  MACDONALD:  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department  whether  the  Factory 
Department  receives  reports  from  in- 
spectors and  assistant  inspectors  showing 
the  amount  of  time  spent  by  them  in 
oflice  work,  and  in  work  out  of  offices  of 
factory  and  workshop  inspection;  and 
whether  he  could  state  how  the  time  of 
the  inspectors  and  assistant  inspectors  for 
each  division  was  distributed  under  these 
two  heads  for  the  month  of  January  last. 

Mr.  HERBERT  SAMUEL:  The  chief 
inspector  receives  annually  from  the 
divisions  returns  showing  the  amount  of 
time  spent  in  office  work  and  inspection 
work  respectively.  The  figures  for  a 
single  month  could  only  be  obtained  by 
calling  for  a  special  return  which  would 
involve  a  good  deal  of  the  clerical  work 
which  I  infer  from  the  Question  the  hon. 
Member  deprecates :  moreover  the  figures 
for  a  single  month  might  not  give  a  true 
average.  I  will  see  whether  the  tabula- 
tion of  the  figures  for  1907  which  have 
not  been  received  can  be  expedited,  and 
will  communicate  further  with  the  hon. 
Member. 
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Mr.  KAMSAY  MACDOXALD  :  Will 
the  hon.  Gentleman  consider  the  possi- 
bility in  the  tabulation  of  showing  month 
by  month  how  the  time  is  arrived  at  in 
this  way  1 

Mr,  HERBERT  SAMUEL  :  Yes,  if  it 
.    does  not  involve  an  amount  of  labour  out 
of  proportion  to  the  results. 

Durham  Mine  Accident. 
Mr.  JOHN  WILSON  (Durham,  Mid.) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Home  Department  whether  it  is  his 
intention  to  send  a  representative  to  the 
inquest  to  be  held  on  23rd  March  on  the 
fourteen  men  who  lost  their  lives  at 
the  Washington  Glebe  Colliery,  in  the 
county  of  Durham,  on  the  21st  February. 

Mr.  HERBERT  SAMUEL :  Yes,  Sir. 
The  Home  Secretary  will  be  represented 
at  the  adjourned  inquest  by  Mr.  J.  B. 
Atkinson,  His  Majesty's  Inspector  of 
Mines  for  the  Newcastle  district. 

Blofield  Maintenance  Case. 
Mr.  GEORGE  ROBERTS  (Norwich) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  whether  his  attention 
has  been  directed  to  the  case  of  Frederick  I 
William  Brown,   who  was  sentenced   to  \ 
twenty-one    days   imprisonment   at    the  i 
Blofield  pett}'^  sessions  on  the  9th  instant  | 
for  arrears  under  a   maintenance   order  i 
with  respect  to  his  father ;  and  whether  ' 
as   the   evidence   showed  the   man  only 
earned  12s.  a  week,  he  will  consider  the  \ 
advisability  of  restricting  the  practice  of  ; 
some  boards  of  guardians  of  compelling  ' 
men  in  poor  circumstances  to  contribute 
to  the  relief  of  their  aged  parents  under  i 
the  Poor  Law  and  the  fixing  of  a  wage-  : 
limit  below  which  prosecutions  shall  not  ! 
take  place.  I 

The  PRESIDENT  of  the    LOCAL  ' 
GOVERNMENT    BOARD    (Mr.   John  \ 
13URNS,  Battersea) :  I  am  informed  that  , 
in  the  case  referred  to  the  father  is  an  | 
inmate  of  the  workhouse,  and  that  he  has  . 
three  sons  who  are  young  and  unmarried  i 
men.     They   are   receiving   the   average  i 
agricultural  wages  piyable  in  the  union  I 
at  the  present  time,  viz.,  12s.  a  week,  but 
there  is  no  reason  to  believe  that  they 
did  not  receive  the  extra  payments  usual 
for  harvest   and    summer  work,   which 
bring  up  the  average  wages  for  the  year 
to  148.  or  15s.  a  week.     The  guardians 


considered  that  they  ought  to  contribute 
Is.  per  week  each  to  the  maintenance  of 
their  father.  The  matter  is  one  for  the 
guardians  and  the  justices,  and  I  have 
no  authority  to  intei^ere  with  regard  to 
it.  Legislation  would  be  necessary  to 
enable  effect  to  be  given  to  the  8uggesti(m 
of  my  hon.  friend,  but,  as  I  have  stated 
on  other  occasions,  the  question  of  con- 
tributions by  relatives  is  before  the  Poor 
Law  Commission,  and,  pending  their 
Report,  I  do  not  propose  to  introduce 
legislation  on  the  subject. 

Infantile  Ophthalmia. 
Lord  R.  CECIL  (Marylebone,  R): 
1  beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the 
Local  Government  'Board  whether  his 
attention  has  been  called  to  the  large 
number  of  cases  of  blindness  caused  by 
ophthalmia  of  the^  new-bom ;  whether  he 
is  aware  that  in  the  great  majority  of 
cases  timeous  treatment  of  this  disease 
would  prevent  this  result  from  ensuing ; 
and  whether  he  will  take  steps,  by 
I  circular  or  otherwise,  to  induce  the  local 
I  authorities,  under  Section  7  of  The 
Infectious  Diseases  (Notification)  Act, 
1889,  to  order  that  that  Act  shall  apply 
to  this  disease. 

Mr.  JOHN  BURNS  :  I  am  aware 
that  timely  treatment  will  prevent  the 
blindness  following  on  ophthalmia  of  the 
new-born.  This  is  fully  recognised  in  the 
rules  of  the  Central  Midwives  Board, which 
direct  a  midwife  in  attendance  at  a  con- 
finement, in  any  case  of  inflammation  of 
the  eyes  of  the  child,  however  slight,  to 
explain  to  the  husband  or  nearest  relative 
or  friend  present  that  the  case  is  one  in 
which  the  attendance  of  a  registered 
medical  practitioner  is  required,  and  to 
give  him  a  form  for  sending  for  such 
help.  She  must  send  a  copy  of  this  form 
to  the  Local  Supervising  Authority,  who 
are  thus  made  aware  of  the  case.  I 
would  point  out  that  the  primary  object 
of  the  Infectious  Diseases  (Notification) 
Act  is  to  prevent  the  spread  of  infection. 
This  danger  scarcely  exists  in  cases  of 
ophthalmia  of  the  new-born.  I  am  afraid 
that  I  could  not  properly  take  the  precise 
cours.e  suggested  by  the  noble  Lord  in 
the  last  part  of  the  Question,  but  I  am 
giving  consideration  to  the  whole  subject. 

Boyston  School  Head  Teacher. 
Mr.    RAWLINSON  (Cambridge 
University) :   I  beg  to  ask  the  President  ' 
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of  the  Board  of  Education  whether  Mr. 
O.  B.  Milnes,  whose  appointment  as 
Head  Teacher  to  the  Royston  School  was 
refused  last  year  by  the  West  Riding 
Local  Education  Authority  on  educational 
grounds,  has  now  been  appointed  to  the 
Bowers  AUerton  School  at  a  higher  salary 
by  the  same  local  authority  ;  whether 
the  educational  grounds  still  exist ;  and 
what  is  the  reason  for  this  apparent 
change  of  opinion. 

Thb  president- op  the  BOARD 
OP  EDUCATION  (Mr.  McKenna,  Mon- 
mouth,  N.) :  The  Board  have  not  received 
any  intimation  of  Mr.  Milnes's  appoint- 
ment to  the  school  referred  to,  but  I 
am  inquiring  of  the  Local  Education 
Authority  whether  the  appointment  has 
in  fact,  been  made. 

Grant  to  Stranorlar  Reinstated  Tenant 

Mr.  C.  xMACVEIGH  (Donegal,  E.) :  1, 
beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he 
is  aware  that  Patrick  Hannigan,  who  wa^ 
evicted  from  his  holding  on  the  estate  of 
Alice  A.  Hayes,  near  Stranorlar,  East 
Donegal,  and  after  some  time  reinstated, 
was  promised  a  grant  from  the  Estate.^ 
Commissioners  to  build  up  his  farmhouses^ 
by  an  inspector  who  visited  his  holding 
in  1906,  which  grant  he  has  not  yet 
received  ;  and  whether  he  can  say  when 
the  grant  will  be  paid  to  him,  as  he  ha.s 
lost  some  of  his  cattle  for  want  of  houses. 
to  shelter  them. 

The  chief  SECRETARY  for  IRE- 
LAND (Mr.  BiRRELL,  Bristol,  N.) :  Thr 
Estates  Commissioners  gave  a  free  gran 
of  jB80  in  Mr.  Hannigan's  case,  namely. 
£53  15s.  Od.  for  buildings  and  £26  58.  Od. 
for  live  stock.  The  whole  of  this  amount 
has  been  expended,  the  last  payment 
being  made  in  January,  1907. 

Mulcair  Estate,  Limerick. 

Mr.  LUNDON  (Limerick,  E.) :  I  be- 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if  he  is  aware  that 
not  long  since  Croker  Barring  ton,  Esquire, 
of  Barrihgton's  Bridge,  Limerick,  pur- 
chased from  the  late  owner,  Maunsell 
Dixon,  an  estate  of  200  or  300  acres 
commonly  called  the  Mulcair  estate, 
convenient  to  where  he  lives ;  and  will 
he  get  the  Estates  Commissioners  to 
j^proach  Mr.  Barring  ton  with  a  view  of 


I  obtaining  the  estate  for  the  benefit  of  the 
landless  people  of  the  locality. 

Mr.  BIRRELL:  The  Estates  Com- 
missioners will  make  inquiries  as  to  the 
estate  referred  to,  and  if  it  should  be 
found  suitable  for  their  purposes  they  will 
approach  the  owner  with  a  view  to 
purchase. 
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HOURS    OF    LABOUR   (SURFACEMEN^ 
BILL. 

**To  restrict  the  Hours  of  Labour  ot 
Surfacemen  at  collieries  called  upon  to 
work  seven  days  per  week  to  eight  hours 
per  day,"  presented  by  Mr.  Summerbell ; 
supported  Mr.  Walsh,  Mr.  John  Taylor, 
Mr.  Glover,  Mr.  Parker,  Mr:  Jowett, 
Mr.  Tyson  Wilson,  and  Mr.  Thomas 
Frederick  Richards  ;  to  be  read  a  second 
time  upon  Monday  next,  and  to  be 
printed.     [Bill  156.] 

COSTS   IN  CRIMINAL  CASES   BILL. 

'^  To  consolidate  and  amend  the  Law 
as  to  costs  in  Criminal  Cases,"  presented 
by  Mr.  Solicitor-General;  supported  by 
Mr.  Secretary  Gladstone,  and  Mr. 
Attorney -General ;  to  be  read  a  second 
time  on  Tuesday  next,  and  to  be  printed. 
[Bill  157.] 

POOR  LAW  (COMPULSORY  CONTRIBU- 
TION  EXEMPTION)  BILL. 
"To  exempt  in  England  and  Wales 
certain  poor  persons  from  Compulsory 
Contributions  to  the  Poor  Law  Guar- 
dians on  account  of  the  maintenance  of 
relatives,"  presented  by  Mr.  Lupton ; 
supported  by  Mr.  Luttrell,  Mr.  Lehmann, 
Mr.  Higham,  Mr.  Robert  Price,  Mr. 
Winfrey,  Mr.  John  Ward,  and  Sir  John 
Randies ;  to  be  read  a  second  time 
upon  Tuesday  next,  and  to  be  printed. 
[Bill  158. 

CROFTERS'    HOLDINGS    (SCOTLAND^ 
BILL, 

"  To  extend  and  amend  the  Acts  re- 
lating to  Crofters'  Holdings  in  Scotland, 
1886  to  1891,  and  the  Congested  Districts 
(Scotland)  Act,  1897  ;  and  for  other 
purposes,"  presented  by  Mr.  Cathcart 
Wason;  supported  by  Mr.  Ainsworth, 
Mr,    Leicester   Harms  worth,    Mr.  Weir, 
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tillages  arises  the  amount  paid  to  the  out- 
going tenant  is  very  often  more  than 
recovered  hy  the  ultimate  harvesting  of 
the  crop,  and  therefore  the  residual  loss 
to  the  county  council  would  be  a  very 
small  one,  and,  indeed  there  might  be  a 
profit  on  the  proceeding.  But,  in  my 
opinion,  undoubtedly  any  loss  so  entailed 
would  be  treated  as  part  of  the  cost  o£ 
the  e«juipnient  of  the  land  and  would  be 
spread  by  tlie  county  council  over  a  term 
of  years  in  any  financial  arrangement 
by  way  of  loan  or  otherwise  which 
they  may  make  for  spreading  the  cost  of 
the  equipment  over  a  given  period. 

Mr.  LAURENCE  HARDY:  I  was 
n<it  alluding  to  valuations.  I  was  alluding 
U)  the  actual  rent  to  be  paid  during 
the  time  the  land  is  unoccupied  and 
while  it  is  being  got  ready  for  the  new 
tenant. 

*Mr.  HAUGOUKT  :  It  is  not  quite 
clear  that  the  land  which  is  being  got 
read}'  for  the  new  tenant  should,  neces- 
sarily, become  derelict  during  that  time. 
The  "county  council  could  eiisily  make 
arrangements  for  the  crops  that  may  be 
in  tlio  ground  to  be  gathered  during  that 
pirind.  But  still,  if  there  is  any  loss 
during  that  period  it  obviously  comes 
undf*r  the  head  of  the  cost  of  equipment. 
But  the  hon.  Member  must  not  assume 
that  because  some  building  or  cottages  - 
are  to  be  put  up  in  a  small  corner  of  the 
holding,  therefore  the  remainder  of  the 
land,  either  arable  or  pasture,  caimot  be 
occupied  by  the  new  holder.  I  do  not 
see  that  there  will  ])e  any  serious 
dirticulty  in  working  the  matter  out  in  the 
M'ay  we  suggest. 

Mk.  AUSTEX  CHAMBERLAIN 
(Worcestershire,  E.) :  How  much  of 
the  £100,000  has  been  incurred  this 
year  ?  On  two  out  of  the  three  hciids 
mentioned  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  I  ; 
understand  no  expenditure  has  been  ' 
incurred.  | 

*Mr.  HARCOURT  :  Probably  some  ' 
expenditure  has  been  incurred,  but  I  can- 
not say  how  much.  Arrangements  have  ' 
been  made  in  the  Act  so  that  this 
£100,000  goes  into  the  Small  Holdings  i 
Account  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture,  and  ' 
if  not  spent  this  year  it  will  be  retained  I 
for  future  needs.  ] 

Sir  F.  BANBURY  (City  of  London)  | 
said  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  sug- 1 

Mr.  Ilarcourt, 


{COMMONS}  JRepari.  424 

gested  that  no  loss  would  accrue  by 
reason  of  the  small  landholder  being  pre 
vented  from  occupying  his  holding  while 
the  buildings  or  houses  were  being  ei'ected 
But  that  depended  on  whether  or  not  the 
"  small  holder  was  living  in  close  proximity 
to  the  holding.  In  the  event  of  a  man 
living  in  a  cottage  in  a  village  and  taking 
a  certain  amount  of  land  adjoining  it,  he 
might  be  able  to  occupy  the  small  hold- 
ing while  the  buildings  he  required  were 
in  course  of  erection.  But  that,  too, 
largely  depended  on  the  time  of  the  year 
ana  the  nature  of  the  holding.  *  He 
understood  the  object  of  the  Act  was  to 
increase  the  number  of  people  on  the  soil 
and  to  bring  more  land  into  cultivation. 
But  they  would  not  be  increasing  the 
number  of  people  on  the  soil  if  the  small 
holdings  were  to  be  composed  solely  of 
gra-ss  land.  Such  a  policy  would,  on  the 
contrary,  tend  to  diminish  the  number, 
and  he  presumed  therefore  that  the 
holdings  would  be  largely  arable.  In 
that  event  it  was  absolutely  essential, 
unless  it  happened  to  be  summer  time, 
that  there  should  be  buildings  on  the 
land,  for  the  cattle,  horses,  and  pigs  would 
have  to  be  housed.  [A  Iaugh?|  Hon. 
Oentlemen  opposite  might  laugh,  but  he 
did  not  think  they  had  ever  shown  them- 
selves serious  in  this  matter,  or  that  tbey 
had  ever  realised  the  serious  difficulties 
involved  in  arranging  a  small  hold- 
ing successfully.  If  they  would  only  take 
the  trouble  to  go  into  the  villages  and  ask 
information  from  people  acquainted 
with  the  land,  who  had  lived  and 
worked  upon  it,  they  would  find  that 
his  statement  was  right ;  they  would  dis- 
cover that  a  man  could  not  make  a  small 
holding  by  simply  digging  up  a  piece  of 
ground.  There  was  a  great  deal  to  be 
done  on  the  land  before  it  could  be  made 
profitable.  There  was  another  point 
which  ought  to  be  considered,  and  that 
was  how  was  the  tenant  going  to  live 
while  the  crops  were  growing.  It  had  to 
be  remembered  that  they  did  not  come  up 
in  one  night. 

♦xMu.  SPEAKER:  Order, order.  The 
hon.  Member  is  discussing  a  question 
which  is  not  now  before  the  House.  He 
must  confine  himself  to  the  expenditure 
of  this  £100,000. 

Sir  F.  BANBURY  said  he  desired  to 
ask  with  regard  to  the  expenditure  of  that 
money,  how  the  loss  in  the  valuation  was 
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going  to  be  made  up  in  the  event  of  the 
county  council  allowing  the  small  holder  to 
spread  his  payments  over  a  period  of 
years.  He  understood  the  *  right  hon. 
Gentleman  to  say  that  this  was  all 
provided  for  by  the  amount  l)f  the  Vote. 
But  ho  was  inclined  to .  think  that  that 
was  an  error,  because  the  £100,000  was 
not  to  be  an  annual  grant,  it  was  a  lump 
sum  intended  to  provide  for  the  pre- 
liminary expenses  which  might  arise  in 
establishing  these  small  holdings.  It 
was  to  be  presumed  that  in  course  of 
time,  what  with  the  expenses  of  arbitra- 
tion and  valuation  ana  other  things  in 
connection  with  a  large  number  of  small 
holdings,  the  £100,000  would  be  ex- 
hausted. There  was  no  provision,  how- 
ever, in  the  Act  such  as  there  was  in  the 
Scottish  Bill  for  an  annual  grant  of  money. 
Yet  they  must  bear  in  mind  that  a 
valuation  would  take  place  whenever 
there  was  a  change  of  tenancy,  and  that 
might  occur  pretty  often,  as  it  was  not 
to  be  expected  a  man  would  remain  on 
the  holding  for  ever.  Then  there  was 
the  question  of  spreading  these  payments 
over  a  number  of  years,  and  he  did  not 
know  how  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
could  justify  such  a  policy  as  that  unless 
he  first  threw  over  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty  and  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War,  who  had  both  expressly  stated  that 
they  would  not  sanction  this  system  of  ex 
tended  payments,  because  it  was  unsound 
finance.  If  it  were  unsound  for  the 
Army  and  Navy,  surely  it  was  equally 
unsound  in  the  case  of  small  holdings. 
He  was  glad  to  see  the  Secretary  for 
War  in  hisplace.  He  hoped  he  would  settle 
bis  diflTerence  with  the  B  irst  Commissioner 
of  Works  on  this  point  in  private,  and 
then  announce  to  the  Mouse  what 
position  the  Government  were  going  to 
take  up  on  this  very  important  financial 
question. 

♦Mr.  HARCOURT  :  I  can  only  speak 
again,  of  course,  by  the  leave  of  the  House, 
but  I  am  anxious  immediately  to  relieve 
the  mind  of  the  hon.  Baronet  the  Member 
for  the  City  of  London.  He  has  said 
he  would  like  us  to  settle  in  private  the 
iu;ute  differences  which  he  suggests  have 
arisen  between  my  colleagues  and  my- 
self. Well,  I  prefer  to  do  so  in  public. 
I  think  he  misunderstood  mo  yesterday. 
No  doubt,  it  was  my  fault,  but  my 
remarks  were  directed  entirely  to  the 
provisions    of    the    Act  by  which    the 


county  councils  are  empowered  to  raise 
loans  for  two  purposes.  They  are  em- 
powered to  raise  a  loan  for  eighty  years 
for  the  purchase  of  the  land,  and  then 
they  are  empowered  by  the  Bill  to  raise 
a  loan  for  a  term  not  exceeding  fifty 
years  for  the  equipment  of  the  land. 
The  valuation  would  come  under 
the  head  of  the  necessary  equipment 
of  the  land  and  it  would  be  incluaed  in 
the  loan  raised  for  that  purpose  by-  the 
county  council,  and  as  that  loan  is  only 
to  be  repaid  by  the  tenant  whoever  he 
may  happen  to  be,  it  will  be  spread  over 
a  period  in  the  form  of  a  small  addition 
to  the  rent.  I  hope  the  hon.  Baronet 
will  not  think  my  finance  is  so  unsound 
as  he  suggests. 

Sir  F.  BANBURY :  I  cannot  see  any 
difference  between  the  finance  of  this  Act 
and  the  raising  of  loans  for  naval  and 
military  works. 

Mr.  BRIDGEMAN  (Shropshire,  Os- 
westry)  said  he  did  not  think  they  had 
yet  got  to  the  bottom  of  the  question 
how  that  £100,000  was  to  be  spent. 
They  were  told  on  the  previous  night 
that  up  to  the  present  no  expenses 
had  been  incurred  under  the  Act,  and 
to-day  they  were  informed  that  possibly 
some  had  been  incurred,  but  that  the 
greater  part  of  the  money  would  be 
carried  over  to  another  year.  If  that 
were  the  case  he  ventured  to  assert  that 
some  of  the  supporters  of  the  Govern- 
ment had  been  rather  misleading  the 
public  by  their  speeches  on  this  question. 
He  saw  that  in  the  ordinary  Estimates 
for  this  year  there  was  no  provision  made 
for  a  continuance  of  the  grant,  or  for  a 
larger  sum  being  used  for  the  purposes 
of  small  holdings.  But  he  had  a  leaflet 
in  his  hand  dealing  with  the  question  of 
small  holdings,  and  bearing  the  names 
of  the  hon.  Members  for  Ilkeston  and 
Northwich,  in  which  it  was  said  that  for 
the  three  months  ending  March  1908, 
Parliament  was  to  be  asked  to  provide 
£100,000  for  the  purposes  of  the  Act. 
Then  he  had  a  second  leaflet  issued  by 
the  Liberal  Publication  Department  and 
written  by  the  Member  for  the  Rugby 
Division,  in  which  it  was  pointed  out 
that  the  £100,000  would  only  represent 
the  expenditure  for  one  quarter  of  the 
year.  At  the  time  these  leaflets  were 
being    distributed    in    his    constituency 
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mwfthr^  w<^re  al^^  ?jein4S  si^iis  vltii!!  Tin-  wue  tke  r^olalioni  flii^t  nol  be 
irif3^0j!f\.j  ler:  p^^pi^  :o  i;:ppo>e  diAZ  o^HCfned.  and  tbe  Terr  cod  whidi  ther 
£A^/j.f//i  a  T»Ar  70iiid  b*i  ?peri  asfi«ir  liad  in  ticv  voold  £e  defeatad  The 
the  Act.  \th^::  :h*^T  w^rt  en:i:I<ii  ifj  Bjard  vere  minSrd  tliat  the  seen  now 
knr»w  wu  vhecci^r  ±i9  i,V/:S^/i  wu  being  uken  were  solBaeni.  If  thejdid 
mun/Mt  to  cf^T^r  ST^':h  czperuei  u  the  net  proTe  mx,  of  coone,  morediasticstepi 
eonntj  coanoil  niizhc  r^trim  u  h;&Ting  vooMd  be  taken.  As  to  the  reqae»t 
been  menrr««i  07  tL<&x  before  :he  3Isc  tor  more  dptoik  of  tlie  scheduled  ara» 
March,  or  ira.4  ::  Fippo^ed  :o  >:<  a  grant  scd  for  more  pabtichj,  if  it  eooU  be 
Uj  ^jVfiiT  s  loh  propcrtior.  of  :k?  expenses  <kovn  that  it  wocdd  be  c^  any  advantige 
SA  might  he  incTzrre'i  in  the  rest  of  the  to  pabliah  fuller  details  wliere  oatbrws 
jear,  Aa  no  provision  bui  been  m^de  o^xorred  that  would  be  done.  Bat  tbe 
in  the  ordiriArj  Edtiicate*  wa3  he  righ:  in  Board  oenred  to  go  step  by  step  and 
thinking  that  none  wa^  in'ended  to  co  take  whateTercoarae  experience  prored 
be  made  ?  If  v>,  the  people  ha*i  been  to  be  best.  If,  nnfortanatelF,  the  diseftie 
groAsly  deceived  as  to  the  amount  of  broke  oat  in  the  coontv  of  Kent,  corn- 
money  to  be  spent  for  th»;  pTirp'.«e  of  monicatioo  woold  be  at  cmce  entered 
the  Act.  into  with  the  local  aathcMitiee,  and  in  an 

hoar  or  two  poesiblr   the   order  might 

*Mk.   J.   A.    PEA>£   (Essex,  Saffron  be  extended  to  KenL     Under  the  pro- 

Walden;  said  the  Govemment.  of  course,  viduns  of  the  Act  the   local   aathonU'es 

did  not  feel  that  they  were  responsible  withoat  the  €<Huent  of  the  Department 

for  every  statement  marie  by  their  sup-  might  pay  compensation  if  they  desired 

porters  in  the  country.  to  do  so. 


Mr.  BRIDGEMAN:  Not  for 
fltatements  by  the  Li^^eral  Pablication 
I^cpartment  ? 

♦Mr.  J.  A.  PEASE  said  the  Govern- 
ment were  probably  not  re.s[Kjnsible  for 
thrj«e.  The  fund  was  not  necessarily 
limited  to  X100,000  ;  that  amount  would 
}/e  augmented]  by  the  Treasury  from 
time    U)    time,    so    that    the    statutory 

fiiirfK^es  of  tbe  fund  might  be  fulfilled, 
f  more  than  £100,000  was  required  in 
the  couTHc  of  a  year  it  would  be  supplied 
when  wanted.  He  would  like  to  add 
that  if  thenr  hsu\  been  any  mis-statement 
by  the  MeniUjr  for  the  Hugby  Division 
he  ('(^uld  only  nay  it  was  quite  excusable, 
for  even  an  eminent  K.C.,  like  other  hon. 
MernlKjrs,  eould  not  always  follow  the 
com;jli<:atf^l  syHteni  of  Treaauiy  finance. 
The  Government  were  undoubtedly 
gnitefu'  to  the  hon.  Member  for  Kugby 
for  the  fffortH  he  had  made  in  the 
country  to  oxnlain  this  Act.  In  reply 
U)  the  hon.  Alembor  for  Ashford  who 
had  oxfireHHod  diHsatiMf action  with  the 
rnplies  ^iven  on  the  precroding  night  on 
the  question  of  gooneberry  mildew,  he 
would  like  to  explain  that  the  growers 
protested  against  the  drastic  steps  first 
taken  by  the  Board,  and  as  it  was  obvious 
that  the  Board  must  secure  the  co- 
o|M)ration  of  the  growers  if  they  wished 
to  oliniinato  the  (HsoaHo  from  the  country 
the    regulations     were    modified,    other- 

Mr,  lirttltjftwin. 


Mr.  LAURENCE  HAEDY :  And  will 
they  be  allowed  to  vaiy  the  order  and 
put  in  special  provisions  for  Kent  1 

♦Mr.  J.  A.  PEASE :  I  think  that  would 
require  a  separate  order. 

Mr.  LAURENCE  HAEDY:  Would 
tbe  Board  grant  one  t 

♦Mr.  J.  A.  PEASE  said  the  Bovd 
desired  to  work  with  the  local  aath(»itieey 
but  while  many  of  them  had  been  actiTe 
in  the  matter,  others  apparently  had  not 
realised   the  importance  of  the   powers 
conferred  on  them  by  the  Act.      With 
!  regard  to  milk-blended  butter,   he  was 
I  advised  that  the  intentions  of  Parliament 
I  had  been  strictly  adhered  to.     The  article 
generally    termed    milk-blended    butter 
I  must  bear  a  complete  description  of  its 
contents,  quite  apart  from  its  name,  which, 
of  course,  could  not  include   the  word 
butter.      The  description  not  only  in- 
cluded the  percentage  of  water  contained, 
but  also  the  number  of  ounces.     He  was 
confident  that    the    suspicion    was    un- 
founded that  in  this  matter  they   had 
gone  outside  the  intentions  or  words  of 
the  Act. 

Sir  BERKELEY  SHEFFIELD  (Lin- 
colnshire, Brigg)  said  the  hon.  Gentleman 
had  expressed  the  hope  that  during  the 
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time  the  small  holder  wad  not  in  occupa- 
tion of  the  small  holding  the  county 
council  would  farm  small  holdings  them- 
seh  es.  He  wished  to  inquire  how  he  pro- 
posed they  should  do  that,  and  how  it  was 
proposed  to  get  the  money.  Would  the 
county  council  be  supposed  to  appoint  a 
bailiff,  and  were  they  to  have  a  farm 
committee  to  look  after  these  matters  1 
If  the  county  council  had  to  farm  land 
when  the  smallholder  was  not  in  occupa- 
tion, he  wanted  to  know  how  they  were 
going  to  do  it,  and  out  of  what  money 
the  expenses  were  to  be  defrayed.  The 
hon.  Gentleman  had  sa*d  that  very 
likely  the  county  council  would  be 
able  to  repay  themselves  the  money  out 
of  the  proceeds  from  the  harvest  which 
they  would  reap  later  in  the  year.  But 
supposing  the  harvest  was  a  bad  one,  and 
resulted  m  a  lo<>s — and  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man knew  as  well  as  he  did  that  farming 
was  not  always  a  profitable  occupation — 
who  was  to  pay  for  the  lossi  Would 
it  be  the  ratepayers,  or  would  the 
money  be  provided  out  of  the  £100,000 
for  the  working  of  the  Act?  A 
point  was  ^raised  the  previous  night 
as  to  a  farm  he  proposed  to  let. 
There  were  on  it  three  sets  of  buildings, 
including  a  house  and  stabling  for  eight 
horses.  The  county  council  proposed  to 
place  two  families  in  the  farmhouse 
already  standing  —and  he  might  leave  it 
to  the  hon.  Gentleman  to  imagine  how 
they  would  get  on  together — and  to 
arrange  for  another  outbuilding  to  be  con- 
verted into  a  dwelling  for  a  third  small- 
holder, while  they  were  going  to  create  a 
fourth  in  a  field  adjoining.  The  county 
council  would  have  to  put  up  fencings, 
and  drain  the  land  which  they  were 
dividing.  The  fields  might  be  laid  down 
either  with  wheat,  turnips,  or  potatoes, 
and  he  wished  to  know  who  was  to 
suffer  the  loss  if  the  crop  proved  a 
failure.  If  the  hon.  Gentleman  could 
inform  him  on  this  point  he  would  be 
very  much  obliged,  because  he  believed 
such  information  would  help  the  county 
council  a  goo<l  deal  in  their  management 
of  the  question.  He  did  not  raise 
this  point  simply  with  the  desire  to 
make  political  capital  out  of  it.  They 
had  to  find  the  means  whereby 
they  could  make  the  scheme  a  success, 
and  he  asked  the  question  solely  with 
the  idea  of  trying  to  make  the  Act  a 
perfect  success. 


♦Mr.  J.  F.  MASON  (Windsor)  said  he 
wished  to  refer  to  the  possible  loss  during 
the  year  of  equipment  which  might  fall 
upon  the  ratepayers  of  the  county. 
Before  a  successor  was  found  he  under- 
stood the  county  council  would  have  to 
farm  the  place  at  the  cost  of  the  rate- 
payers. That,  in  any  case,  would  be  a 
speculative  operation.  Then  there  was 
the  case  in  which  the  county  council 
had  taken  the  land  on  a  fourteen  years 
lease,  and  after  the  first  two  or  three 
years  the  small  holder  abandoned  it,  and 
the  farm  again  came  into  the  hands  of 
the  council,  who  presumably,  would  not 
desire  to  let  it  run  to  waste  and  would 
have  to  farm  it  again.  If  all  those  risks 
would  be  put  upon  the  ratepayers  it 
seemed  to  nim  quite  possible  that  the 
demand  upon  the  rates  might  very  easily 
exceed  the  amount  which  the  Act  allowed 
to  be  raised  from  the  rates  for  the  whole 
of  its  working.  If  that  was  so  it  was 
evident  that  the  whole  operation  of 
the  Act  would  come  to  an  absolute 
deadlock.  He  believed  that  the  largest 
amount  which  could  be  raised  under 
the  Act  in  Oxfordshire  would  be 
£5,000,  and  supposing  the  number 
of'  small  holdings  was  anything  like 
the  demand  anticipated,  it  seemed  to 
him  quite  possible  that  the  call  upon 
the  rates  would  exceed  the  £5,000  limit 
and  under  those  circumstances  the  Act  was 
bound  to  come  to  an  absolute  deadlock. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  (City  of  London): 
This  is  not,  in  one  sense,  a  very  convenient 
time  to  deal  with  some  of  these  Esti- 
mates, because,  being  the  Report  stage, 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  in  charge  of 
the  Vote  has  not  the  same  freedom  that 
he  would  have  on  the  Committee  stage. 
Nevertheless  I  am  sure  the  House  will  be 
only  too  glad  to  give  him  permission  to 
deal  with  the  questions  which  are  of  the 
most  fundamental  importance  in  connec- 
tion with  this  Act.  I  am  only  going  to 
raise  an  instance  which  was  brought  up 
last  night  of  which  the  Department  must 
be  fully  seized,  and  of  which  I  have  no 
doubt  they  have  adequate  information 
dealing  with  the  very  general  points  of 
policy  with  which  I  mean  to  trouble  the 
House  on  the  present  occasion.  The 
actual  question  before  us  is  the  £100,000 
voted  in  the  course  of  the  present  finan- 
cial year,  and  the  question  is  to  what 
purpose  that  is  or  ought  to  be  devoted, 
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furthering:  the  object* 
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he  exptrnded  in 
of  the  Act.  Mj 
h'^n.  frit.-Ld  Uihiiid  me  has  already 
•  |ijot»:ri  .L  le:iH«*t  whir.h  has  reached  irs 
H*intnt\  eiiition,  written  hy  the  hon. 
Member  Ujt  the  ICugby  divi-ion.  in  which 
the  following  word.-i  occur  in  respect  of 
thi.^  vt-ry  £10ijJM)0  with  whirh  the  House 
iii  at  present  en>:aged  — 

'•  The  :.'p:iL  •iiH;':iiI»y  in  i*'oviiliii;r  small 
h«'l»!ini.'M  «ill  ^»*'  '!'«  •'f*'^^-  "f  ■<ettin;;f  «;«t  the 
lam),  'liviiiiiiii  it,  U'lminn  it.  ami  niipiilyinv:  it 
with  Kiii!«iiii;;H;tniI  thelik  ;,  ami  thi::-et£Xj>ense£*. 
iiiik-tH  ooriif:  rrHi;:*:>  h*-]]i  [•*]^v.*:i\,  will  stop  many 

Thi.H  hiilp  is  /riven  in  [)ar;igraph  2, 
referring  to  the  i:lOO,C0u  and  the  suc- 
f.f-AHitiH  of  that  £100,000  which  no  doubt 
thf:  f foverriment  wili  a>ik  the  flouse  to 
\ithi  tn-\i  yiiiiv  iiiui  in  HubHe^pient  years. 
'J  hat  bf:in>;  the  pronij.si;  which  has  been 
nj;idr«,  and  for  whif:h  the  Party  opiKjftite 
am  rfiHjfinHibJf:  an  a  Tarty,  l^ecaii.-se  the 
U'ttlU'.l  JH  published  by  the  Liberal  Publica- 
tion \ )i^]mrlun:ul  in  connection  with  the 
National  Liberal  Federation— the  Party 
opposite  Mt  far  are  collectively,  if  not 
severally  and  individually,  re8fK>nsible  for 
tl»i«  iFMj»reH8iori  which  is  widespread 
lliroii;;hoiit  \.\n:  roimi ry.  The  right,  hon. 
r)eiitleni;in  of)f;o«ite  now  /^etsup  and  tells 
us  that  not  a  sin/^lo  penny  of  this 
XI  00,000  is  froing  to  be  d<.'vot«Ki  to  the 
purposes  mentioned  in  this  pamphlet. 
That  me^ins  io  say  that  not  a  j  erwiy  of  it 
is  going  towards  the  cost  of  setting  out  the 
land  or  towanls  dividing  or  fencing  the 
land  or  supplying  buildings  and  the  like. 
It  follows  th:it  (ho  hon.  Member  who  isre- 
M|NinHiblo  for  this  pamphlet  and  the 
Horirty  who  hav(«  issut^l  it  have  made 
their  tsiatements  without  a  shadow  of 
foundatiuii.  TlieKe  f»ro|H).s;ds,  whirh  tliey 
sav  lire  going  to  be  sup]H)rtod  and  .sub 
\enied  i>ut  of  [lublio  funds,  are  not 
to  liav(«  a  NJnglo  si.\)HUi('e  out  of  pul)lie 
lunds  t^i  provide  the  initial  cost  of 
HtJirtui;',  Hinall  holdings.  In  the  fa<'e  of 
IheMe  iMrruniMlanct's,  my  hon.  friend 
bnlnnd  mo  niised  this  very  importnnt 
ipie>tliiin  Ml  a  ronrrele  instance  which  has 
rotiio  undt*r  his  own  personal  experience, 
lie  tillrroil,  JIM  iht«  House  knows,  a  farm 
l^»  the  Tiiunty  ronneil  Jit  a  less  rent  than 
the  rent  iirlually  jNiid  before,  and  less 
tliMU  ho  touM  probably  get  in  the  o|)on 
innrkot  from  a  fa  rim*  r  pn^pariHl  to  farm 
tho  whole  farm  as  an  agricultural  unit. 
His  otVer  has  Ihmmi  rofusiMJ  by  tho  county 
t-ouneil,  and  it  has  lK)on  refused  because 
J// .  ./. ./.  naifatir. 


dbe  coann-  councn  bmj,  and  uj  ns. 
obraoos  cradi.  tkmt  then  will  be  i  Wy 
excenae  dirovn  apan  them  during  tis 
period  in  which  they  would  not  Ih  a:.^ 
CO  pat  snail  holders  on  the  land  \ttKSt 
the  hnd  i§  noc  ready  to  soppontbec, 
and  chey  obvioaalr  cannot  have  a  was, 
whibt  the  land  w  in  the  proceBS  ol  ccfi- 
version  from  a  hie  farm  into  smaller  faras. 
They  say  that  Uiac  ia  a  costly  proow 
and  they  are  cot  prepared  to  undergo  i 
Then  my  hoo.  frieody  having  failed  vi'i 
the  county  council,  went  to  the  Deput- 
ment  and  said :  **  Are  you  prepared  to 
undertake  this  offer  7  Here  is  a  ism 
offered  to  you  below  its  oommereiil 
value,  suitable  for  small  holdings  ind 
for  which  small  holdera  are  ready." 
There  are  many  parts  of  the  oonntrj'in 
which  they  are  not  ready,  but  in  iik 
case  by  common  admisBion  the  small 
holders  are  ready.  It  woohi,  therefore, 
seem  to  be  the  moat  fmTonrable  example 
you  can  possibly  conceive  for  carrying 
out  the  objects  aimed  mt  by  the  Act 
which  was  condocted  through  the  Home 
by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  opposite, 
and  with  whose  objects  everybody  sym- 
pathises. If  this  is  not  an  opportmiity 
for  turning  a  large  farm  into  small  farmSi 
when  are  you  going  to  have  an  oppor- 
tunity ]  Both  the  county  coundi  and 
tho  Department  say  there  are  obstacles 
in  the  way ;  and  yet  the  objection  in  this 
case  is  not  that  the  landlord  is  asking  an 
exorbitant  price  for  his  land,  bat  that  Uie 
carrying  out  of  the  scheme  would  be  too 
expensive.  Here  the  landlord  offers  the 
land  at  less  than  its  value.  Do  you 
expect  very  much  land  to  be  offered 
you  Wow  its  value  1  If  you  cannot 
deal  with  a  situation  in  which  the 
land  is  offered  you  below  its  value,  how 
are  you  going  to  deal  with  it  when  the 
land  is  otrore<i  at  its  proper  value?  What 
|H'('uIiarity  is  there  in  connection  with 
tlie  farm  offered  by  my  hon.  friend  which 
is  not  incidental  to  every  offer  that  is 
likeh\'  t/O  be  iniido,  or,  indeed,  that  you  can 
con(;eive  being  made  in  a  county  or  dis- 
trict where  tho  farms  are  which  you 
ilesiro  to  make  smaller  ?  In  every  such 
case  there  will  bi)  this  interval  between 
the  moment  at  which  the  large  tenant 
leaves  his  holding  either  by  death  or 
lesignation  and  the  moment  when  the 
small  holders  can  come  into  possession. 
There  is  no  ground  for  thinking  that  the 
interval  is  likely  to  bo  longer  or  more 
costly    to     tho   county   council   or    the 
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Government  in  this  particular  case  I  nothing  to  do  with  the  equipment — 
than  in  all  other  cases.  If,  then,  |  because  the  cost  of  putting  up  cottages 
the  interval  is  an  adequate  and  reason- 1  or  the  necessary  fences  and  the  other 
able  one  in  the  case  of  the  fann  offered  '  things  referred  to  are  not  equipment  but 
by  my  hon.  friend,  how  are  we  ever,  under  ]  the  waste  incidental  to  the  period  of 
this  Act,  to  see  small  holdings  created  !  transition — then  you  are  placing  upon 
in  any  part  of  the  country  1  The  I  him  a  very  heavy  burden  indeed.  For 
right  hon.  Gentleman  will  thoroughly  |  that  the  small  holder  is  to  get  nothing 
understand  it.  I  do  not  urge  this  as  an  |  at  all,  and  he  ought  not  to  be  charged 
objection  to  the  scheme  for  starting  small  I  for  it.  I  do  not  see  how  your  system  is  to 
holdings,  but  I  do  venture  to  point  out  I  go  on  if  that  is  to  be  done.  It  is  plain 
that  there  must  be  some  defect  either  in  |  that  if  you  do  not  charge  it  to  the  small 
the  machinery  started  by  the  Act  of  last  i  holder  you  must  charge  it  to  the  rate- 
year  or  in  the  manner  in  which  that  Act  '  payer  or  the  taxpayer,  and  it  is  manifestly 
18  bein^  administered,  which  has  inter- 1  unjust  to  charge  it  to  every  ratepayer, 
posed  this  obstacle  between  my  hon.  ;  because  it  does  not  benefit  the  ratepayer 
friend's  intentions  and  the  actual  creation  j  as  such,  for  it  is  only  part  of  a  general 
of  small  holdings.  That  obstacle  is  quite  \  scheme  of  social  regeneration.  The  con- 
a  simple  one,  and  it  is  the  very  obstacle  i  elusion  is  irresistible  that  the  person  who 
which"^  the  hon.  Member  for  the  Rugby  ;  ought  to  bear  the  loss  of  this  period  of 
division  refers  to  in  the  pamphlet  issued  by  transition  must  be  the  taxpayer  ;  and 
the  Publication  Department  of  his  Party,  what  I  wish  to  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
viz.,  the  difficulty  as  to  the  cost  of  setting  man  is  whether  the  Government  or  the 
out  the  land,fencing  it,  supplying  buildings  I  Department  have  faced  the  necessity — 
and  the  like.  You  ought  not  to  throw  '  whether  the/  are  prepared  to  say  that 
upon  either  the  county  council  or  the  '  this  £100,000,  and  the  other  Votes  of  the 
future  small  holder  such  costs  as  these.  !  same  character,  will  not  be  used  merely 
Why  should  you  throw  the  cost  on  the  |  to  deal  with  the  preliminary  expenses — 
county  council  ]  Why  should  the  rate- '  with  valuation,  and  matters  of  that 
payer  of  a  particular  county  have  their  j  kind — but  in  order  to  throw  upon 
rates  augmented  and  a  new  burden  put '  those  who  really  ought  to  bear  it,  the 
upon  them  because  the  Government  desire,  I  charge  inevitable  to  the  transition  from 
for  broad  social  reasons,  to  modify  the  large  culture  to  small  culture.  That  is  a 
existing  system  of  occupation  of  land  ?  |  perfectly  plain  question  and  it  is  strictly 
Why  should  they  bear  the  charge  1     I  do    revelant   to  this  Vote.     It  touches   the 


not  think  any  human  being  can  find  a 
reason.  Why  should  the  future  holder 
bear  the  charge  ?     The  whole  principle  of 


very  centre,  essence,  and  core  of  the 
whole  policy  of  the  Government  The 
justification  for  what  I  have  said  is  to  be 


the  Act  was  that  the  county  council  i  found  in  thepamphlet  issued  by  the  Liberal 
should  not  lose  any  money  by  the  creation  j  Party  of  which  I  am  speaking,  and  the 
of  small  holdings.  If  the  county  coimcil  I  whole  thing  is  brought  to  a  focus,  em- 
are  to  lose  no  money,  and  if  the  State  is  i  phasised,  and  made  plain  and  lucid  to  the 
not  going  to  come  to  their  assistance,  and  I  idlest  intelligence  by  the  concrete  case 
if  the  transforming  of  big  farms  is  a  costly  ;  brought  forward  by  my  hon.  friend,  in 
proceeding,  the  only  person  who  remains  ,  which  he  shows  that  even  where  land 
on  whose  shoulders  that  burden  can  be  \  suitable  for  small  holdings  is  offered  to  the 
thrown  is  the  small  holder.  If  the  tax- :  county  council,  and  whei  e  small  holders 
payer  and  county  council  ought  not  to  be  |  are  ready  to  occupy  the  land,  yet  in  the 
asked  to  do  it,  the  only  person  that  opinion  of  the  Grovernment  Department 
remains  is  the  small  holder.  The  money  '  the  county  council  is  justified  in  refus- 
has  to  be  found  somewhere.  I  am  afraid  ,  ing  the  land,  and  the  Department  is 
that  in  view  of  these  fiicts  you  are  going  justified  in  not  carrying  a  scheme  over 
to  start  small  holdings  under  conditions    the  heads  of  the  county  council  by  accept 


predoomed  to  failure.  The  difficulties  of 
small  holdings  are  very  great,  even  when 
they  are  favourably  situated  in  regard 
to  markets,  and  the  nature  of  the 
soil  is  specially  fitted  for  intensive 
cultivation.  If  you  are  going  to  throw 
upon  the  small  holder  burdens  which  have 


ing  this  relatively  cheap  land  for  the 
purposes  for  which  the  Act  of  last  year 
was  passed.  I  have  not  entered  into 
irrelevant  details.  I  have  tried  to  focus 
the  attention  of  the  House  on  the  crucial 
point,  and  I  earnestly  trust  the  Govern- 
ment will  give  a  clear  answer  to  what  I 
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am  vain  enough  to  think  is  a  perfectly  |  regard   to    a    vacant    small    holding,  I 

remind  the  House  that  the  county  council 
may  let  surplus  land  to  otheis  than 
small  holders.  When  dealt  with  u 
surplus  land  it  escapes  the  limitations 
imposed  by  the  Bill  generally. 


clear  question 

♦Mr.  EVERETT  (Suffolk,\Voodbridge) 
said  it  was  extremely  unfortunate  that  the 
hon.  Member  for  South  west  Norfolk  was 
not  in  the  House  at  the  present  time. 
The  hon.  Member  had  probably  had  more 


Mr.  J.  F.  MASON  :  The  land  may  iail 
id  n  "      " 

hands  of  the  county  council. 


experience  in  dealing  with  small  holdings  !  .     ,      ,,     ,^     v,  j  .     •  "  *k 

than  any  other  Member  in  the  House,  i  *°  ^  let  altogether  and  remain  in  the 

bemg  chairman  of  a  small  holdings 
association  which  had  dealt  with  many 
cases  precisely  like  that  put  before  the 
House.  Speaking  in  Committee  yester- 
day he  had  stated  that  he  had  had  to  do 
with  several  cases  such  as  that  just 
described,  and  in  every  case  had  been 
able  to  make  a  profit  during  the  year  in 


♦Mr.  HARCOURT :  Of  course  there 
are  imaginary  cases  which  could  be  pro- 
duced in  every  discussion  \  but  it  is  not 
in  accordance  with  the  general  experience 
in  England  that  much  land  should  be 
left  unoccupied.  I  am  not  as  great  an 
which  the  farm  was  being  prepared  for  the   agricultural  expert  as  the  hon.  Baronet 


small  holders.  He  himself  imagined  that 
the  only  reason  why  the  county  council 
did  not  accept  the  offer  of  the  particular 
farm  referred  to  was  that  their  arrange- 
ments were  not  in  a  sufficiently  advanced 
state  for  them  to  know  who  were  suitable 
men  to  put  on  to  the  holdings,  and  the 
methods  that  ought  to  be  adopted. 


the  Member  for  the  City  of    London, 
though,  of  course  I  have  learned  some- 
thing from  him,  and  I  am  aware,  as  he 
was  good  enough  to  inform  the  House, 
that  crops  do  not  grow  up  in  an  hour. 
The  experience  of  small  holdings  associa- 
tions does  not  confirm  the  fears  of  the 
hon.  Baronet  that  there  will  be  difficulty 
in  getting  a  crop  harvested  by  a  neigh- 
Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  I  am  told  that  |  bouring  farmer  or  letting  land  temporanly 
that  is  not  the  case.     I  am  told  that  there  i  to  the  neighbouring  farmer  himself,  who 
were  small  holders  ready  and  that  the  \  will  be  very  happy  to  attend  to  it.    With 
county  council  knew  they  were  ready.       !  reference  to  the  questions  of  the  Leader 

I  of  the  Opposition,  what  the  hon.  Baronet 
Mr.  EVERETT  thought  the  county  |  the  Member  for  Brigg  has  done  is  to 
council  were  wanting  in  pluck  when  they  ,  bring  before  the  House  special  difficulties 
did  not  accept  the  farm  offered  on  a  <  arising  about  a  particular  farm  in  his 
thirty-five  years  lease  at  an  exceedingly  1  own  possession.  The  county  council 
low  rate.  He  regretted  the  farm  was  not ,  seem  to  have  had  a  most  reasonable  offer 
accepted  forthwith  and  made  the  best  of  |  from  the  hon.  Baronet,  but  they  appear 
in  the  year  during  which   it  was  being  \  not   to  have  been  prepared   with   tneir 


prepared  for  those  who  were  to  become 
the  future  permanent  tenants. 

♦Mr.  HARCOURT  :  I  do  not  know  how 
much  longer  the  House  will  tolerate  my 
disorderly  intervention  in  the  debate.  I 
agree  with  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  that 
it  is  an  inconvenient  moment  to  have  what 
is  really  a  complicated  Committee  discus- 
sion on  the  administration  of  the  elaborate 
details  of  a  particular  Act.  I  assure 
the  hon.  Member  for  Windsor  that  in  no 
circumstances  can  the  cost  of  equipment 
of  small  holdings  fall  upon  the  ratepayer. 
That  is  paid  by  the  county  council  and  is 
charged  to  the  tenants  subsequently  in 
the  form  of  rent,  spread  over  whatever 
term  of  years  may  be  agreed  upon  on  the 
settlement  of  the  question  cf  loans  with 
the    Local    Government   Board.      With 

Mi\  A.  J,  Balfour. 


whole  scheme  or  ready  at  once  to  let  off 
\  that  farm  to  smallholders  and  wished  to 
'  take  it  at  a  later  date.     I  think  they 
j  would   have  been  well  advised  to  have 
,  accepted  what    seems    to    have  been  a 
'  generous  offer.     I  would  have  done   so 
myself    in    their     place    without    much 
\  anticipation  of  loss  in  the  future.     It  is 
not  the  case  that  under  the  Act  the  Com- 
missioners could  come  in  and  take  the 
,  land.     The  Commissioners  can  only  come 
in  when  the  county  council  is  in  default  or 
if  in  a  district  they  wish  to  set  up  experi- 
\  mental   small   holdings    to    prove   their 
\  feasibility.      In    this    case    there    is    a 
I  demand,  the  county  council  are  ready  to 
I  meet  the  demand,  and  they  cannot  be 
'  held  to  be  in  default,  and  it  is  not  neces- 
I  sary   to  prove   the  feasibility   of    small 
:  holdings,  as  that  is  admitted. 
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Sir  BERKELEY  SHEFFIELD  said 
the  Commidsioaere  had  informed  him 
that  if  they  had  accepted  the  offer  he 
made  to  them,  the  same  difficulties  would 
have  occurred  to  them  as  to  the  county 
council. 

*Mr.  HARCOURT  :  Perhaps  the  diffi- 
culty arose  because  the  special  class  of 
tenants  had  to  be  I r ought  from  a  distance 
to  occupy  that  particular  farm.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  suggested  that  the  cost 
of  adaptation  might  be  thrown  upon  the 
ratepayers  under  the  Act. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  did  not  deal 
with  the  case  of  adaptation,  but  with 
the  cost  incidental  to  the  fact  that  there 
must  be  an  interval  between  the  end  of 
the  tenure  of  the  large  holder  and  the 
beginning  of  the  tenure  of  the  small 
holder.     Who  is  to  bear  that  cost  ? 

♦Mr.   HARCOURT:  In  another  well- 
known  case,  that  of  the  Burwell  small 
holdings,  there  was  no  interval  at  all,  so 
that  it  is  not  the  case  that  there  must  neces- 
sarily be  an  interval ;  but  where  there  is 
an  interval,  undoubtedly  the  cost  entailed 
is  cost  entailed  in  the  adaptation  of  the 
land,  and  it  will  be  charg^  to  the  loan 
for  adaptation  and  equipment,  and  will 
therefore  be  spread  over  a  series  of  years. 
What  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  described 
as  the  waste  incident  to  the  period  of  | 
transition   is  so  extremely  small  when  | 
spread  over  a  long  period  as  to  be  prac- 
tically a  negligible  quantity,  and  it  has  | 
been  proved  to  be  so  in  the  experience  ' 
of     those     who     have    set    up     small 
holdings.      There    is    another   point    I  < 
am  bound  to  refer  to.     It  is  a  point  | 
which  was  made  by  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 1 
man  the  Leader  of  the  Opposition,  and 
that  was  the   question  as    to   whether 
his  interpretation  of  the  leaflet   issued  | 
by  the  Liberal  Publication  Department 
wa^   a  correct  one.     If  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman's  literal  interpretation  of  that  | 
leaflet  is  a  correct  one,  then  undoubtedly 
the  leaflet  is  incorrect,  and   I  will  take  ^ 
care  that  it  is  corrected  to  that  extent.  ' 
I  can  assure  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
and  his  friends  that  in  any  debates  that 
took  place  last  year  in  Committee  up- 
stairs   or     downstairs    on     Report,     I 
never  suggested  for  a  moment  that  any 
part  of  the  grant  of  £100,000  was  to  be 
applied  to  the  equipment  of  the  land  or  , 


for  the  erection  of  buildings.     I  made 
it  abundantly  clear  in  debate  in  Com- 
mittee and  on  the  Report    stage  that 
that  money  was  to  be  applied  to  various 
expenses  incident  to  the  acquisition  of 
'  the  land,  and  to  losses  which  might  be 
I  entailed  while  the  Act  was  being  reason- 
'  ably  carried  out  by  a  count)'  council;  and 
also  that  the  grant  might  be  used  in  giving 
I  assistance    to    co-operative    and    other 
I  associations.     I  never  suggested  for  one 
!  moment  that  grants  from  the  £100,000 
I  were  to  be  made  for  anything  else. 

I     Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN :  I  did 

not  sit  on  the  Committee  upstairs,  but  my 
friends  who  did  entirely  bear  out  the  recol- 
lection as  €b  the  statement  of  the  purposes 
for  whict  the  grant  of  £100,000  was  voted. 
But  that  fact  only  makes  it  less  ex- 
cusable that  it  should  have  been  stated 
that  it  was  to  be  devoted  to  the  purposes 
indicated  in  the  leaflet  published  by 
the  Liberal  Publication  Department 
and  circulated  broadcast  over  the  land 
in  connection  with  the  agitation  which 
the  Grovernment  supporters  are  carrying 
on  to  stimulate  the  demand  for  small 
holdings.  The  statement  has  been 
repudiated  by  the  right  hon.  (Jentleman. 
I  am  glad  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
will  have  it  corrected,  and  I  hope  that  he 
will  exercise  a  similar  much-to-be-desired 
censorship  on  the  other  publications  of 
the  Liberal  Publication  Department. 

Mr.  HARCOURT  :  I  am  very  busy. 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN  :  If 
the  right  hon.  Grentlenian  were  to  correct 
all  the  publications  of  the  Liberal  Publi- 
cation Department  so  that  they  should 
square  exactly  with  the  truth  it  would 
require  a  great  deal  of  his  time.  One 
word  as  to  the  real  difficulty  that  has 
arisen,  and  which  the  right  hon.  Gyitle- 
man  passes  by  much  too  lightly.  No 
doubt  there  will  be  difficulties  in  carrying 
out  the  Act,  and  one  of  these  has  been 
illustrated  by  the  case  mentioned  by 
my  hon.  friend  the  .  Member  for 
Brigg.  Doubtless  there  will  be  cases 
where  the  new  tenant  can  at  once  occupy 
the  land  or  where  arrangements  can  be 
made  for  the  cultivation  of  the  land  in 
the  interval.  But  in  the  great  majority 
of  cases  in  order  to  turn  the  big  farm 
into   small   holdings   considerable   work 
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•created,  because  it  would  be  an  inestim- 
able advantage  if  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man could  produce  evidence  of  the  appli- 
•cation  of  the  sum  which  they  were  then 
voting.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
should  keep  a  close  record  not  alone 
of  the  actual  salaries  of  the  multifarious 
officials  employed,  but  of  the  effect  of 
having  transformed  some  of  the  larger 
farms  into  smaller  ones.  He  did 
not  think  that  anyone  who  took 
*n  interest  in  agriculture,  whether  in 
Ireland  or  in  England,  could  have  more 
valuable  data  to  go  upon  than  that 
which  might  be  the  result  of  voting 
this  large  smn  of  money  for  this  purpose. 
Another  point  to  which  he  would  like 
to  refer  was  one  which  the  right  hon. 
Oentleman  pooh-poohed  as  a  merely 
imaginar}'^  idea,  viz.,  that  some  of  the 
farms  taken  over  by  the  local  authority, 
might  be  left  derelict.  If  the  right  hon. 
Oentleman  would  only  cast  his  eyes 
across  the  water  to  Irdand  he  would 
know  that  local  authorities  did  have 
trouble  in  letting  land  which  they  had 
licquired  under  a  scheme  such  as  was 
iramed  mider  the  Act.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  h  d  said  they  were  merely  sup- 
posing a  case,  but  they  knew  of  concrete 
eases,  and  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  was 
really  in  the  air,  as  he  was  apt  to 
be  in  this  matter,  instead  of  study- 
ing practical  details.  It  was  extremely 
difficult  for  local  authorities  after 
having  acquired  land  and  equipped  it 
to  find  a  tenant  who  was  willing  to  step 
in.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  still 
left  unanswered  the  question  of  who 
was  to  bear  the  loss  in  such  a  case, 
whether  it  would  come  from  this  £100,000 
or  be  paid  eventually  by  the  ratepayers 
of  the  district.  Surely  it  was  not  too 
much  to  ask  for  an  answer  to  the  ques- 
tion put  by  the  Leader  of  the  Opposition 
and  that  it  should  not  be  dismissed  in 
the  airy  fashion  in  which  it  had  been. 

Mr.  T.  L.  CORBETT  (Down,  N.) 
entirely  agreed  with  his  hon.  and  gallant 
friend  that  the  Government  would  have 
been  well  advised  in  postponing  this  Vote 
until  the  Minister  actually  responsible 
was  in  the  House.  With  the  peculiar 
charm  which  the  House  mianimously 
admitted  the  First  Commissioner  of 
Works  to  possess,  he  had  nearly  per- 
suaded the  House  to  rush  through  the 

Captain  Craig, 


Vote  of  £100,000  without  any  discusdon 
at  all.  They  were  deeply  indebted,  as 
they  often  were,  to  the  hon.  Baronet  the 
Member  for  the  City  of  London  for  havmg 
dragged  out  of  the  Government  what  the 
Vote  really  meant,  although  even  now 
there  was  a  somewhat  confused  impres- 
sion of  what  it  meant.  This  was  not  an 
aimual  Vote,  but  a  lump  sum  of  £100,000. 
The  Junior  Lord  of  the  Treasury  had 
pointed  out  that,  although  it  need  not  all 
be  spent  at  once,  far  more  might  be  spent 
than  £100,000.  They  were  not  told  how 
much  more  was  likely  to  be  spent.  It 
might  be  extended  into  many  hundreds 
of  thousands  before  the  Qovemment 
were  satisfied.  There  was  one  refreshing 
incident  in  the  speech  of  the  Junio: 
Lord,  and  that  was  the  frank  and  com- 
plete repudiation  of  the  abominable 
pamphlets  published  by  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man's Party.  He  thought  it  gave  great 
satisfaction  to  every  Member  that  he, 
standing  at  the  Front  Bench,  should  re- 
pudiate  entirely  leaflets  circulated  by 
the  Liberal  Party  throughout  the  country, 
which  leaflets  they  knew  had  been  so  com- 
pletely misleading  in  the  past.  He  could 
not  help  thinking,  after  listening  to  the 
discussion,  that  after  the  very  able  and 
weighty  speech  made  by  the  Leader  of 
the  Opposition,  and  after  the  many 
speeches  which  had  followed,  they 
were  entitled  to  some  fuller  answer  as 
to  what  the  distribution  of  the  £100,000 
would  be,  and  whether  the  Jimior 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  was  correct  in 
saying  that  the  £100,000  did  not  mean 
the  limit,  but  that  it  could  be  almost 
indefinitely  extended.  This  mode  of 
silently  voting  money  without  any  dis- 
cussion should  come  to  an  end.  The 
party  of  economy  really  seemed  to  be  a 
party  of  extravagance,  and  the  pledges 
of  economy  made  so  freely  at  the  election 
seemed  to  be  departed  from  when  any 
Vote  came  before  the  House.  The  only 
j  Party  that  appeared  to  take  any  interest 
I  in  these  matters  was  the  Unionist  Party. 
I  He  looked  at  the  Nationalist  Benches. 
'  There  was  only  one  Member  th^re.  He 
I  looked  at  the  Labour  Benches.  There 
I  were  only  three  Members  present.  And 
;  yet  they  had  been  discussing  the  voting 
I  of  millions  of  money. 

I    *Captain  CLIVE  (Herefordshire,  Ross) 
I  thought   that  the   country  had  looked 
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upon  this  £100,000  as  being  practically  1 
promised  for  the  purposes  of  the  Small 
Holdings  Act,  because  those  interested 
in  small  holdings  had  certainly  been  led  | 
to  expect  that  that  amount  and  more 
would  be  forthcoming  from  the  Treasury 
to  start  the  Act.  If  he  understood 
what  had  happened  it  appeared  to  be  ; 
stated  from  the  Grovemment  Benches 
that  day  that  none  of  this  money  was  < 
going  to  be  applied  in  the  current  year  to 
carrying  out  the  Small  Holdings  Act. 
The  farmers  in  the  country  regarded  the 
Act  with  some  suspicion,  because  rightly 
or  wrongly  they  feared  that  some  of  the 
best  parts  of  their  farms  might  be  taken 
away,  and  from  another  point  of  view  they 
felt  that  there  would  be  an  increased 
charge  on  the  rates.  He  could  not  help 
thinking  that  they  would  suspect  that 
the  Government,  who  had  opposed  the 
Agricultural  Rating  Act  but  dar3d  not 
repaat  it,  were  trying  to  throw  the 
burden  of  tho  Small  Holdings  Act,  for 
which  they  claimed  so  much  credit, 
on  the  ratepiyeri.  It  seemed  to  him 
that  at  least  part  of  this  £100,000  might 
have  been  used  for  such  a  case  as  that 
brought  before  the  House  by  the  hon. 
Baronet  the  Member  for  the  Brigg 
Division,  because  it  appeared  that  under 
the  Act  the  Treasury  might  assist  county 
councils  where,  through  no  fault  of  the 
county  councils,  there  had  been  a 
loss  in  any  particular  year  He 
thought  the  Treasury  might  have 
been  more  generous  in  assisting  the 
county  councils  in  these  matters.  It 
certainly  would  be  extremely  hard  upon 
the  small  holder  to  have  to  pay  not  only 
the  interest  on  the  buildings,  but  also 
towards  the  loss  which  would  occur 
during  the  first  year.  He  still  hoped 
that  some  encouragement  would  be  given 
to  the  small  holders  with  regard  to 
these  matters. 

*Mr.  GEORGE  FABER  (York)  said 
the  Unionist  members  of  the  Small  Hold- 
ings Committee  whi  h  discussed  this 
matter  for  many  days  upstairi,  last  year, 
always  foretold  that  the  time  of  dis- 
illusionment would  come  to  the  small 
holders.  The  right  hon.  Member 
for  Bordesley  over  and  over  'again 
impressed  on  the  Committee  the  fact 
that  when  the  matter  was  completely 
understood  it  would  be  found  that  the 
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beast  of  burden  would  be  the  small  holder. 
He,  therefore,  was  not  surprised  if  di» 
appointment  had  alr:ady  arisen  in  the 
minds  of  intending  small  holders  all  over 
the  country  when  they  found  that  this 
£100,000  was  not  avaihble  for  the 
purpose  of  providing  a  great  portion  of 
the  initial  expenditure.  They  had  only 
just  awakened  to  the  fact  that  they  not 
only  would  have  to  pay  the  rent  but  aba 
a  sum  which  in  eighty  years  would 
represent  the  capital  value  of  the  land, 
and  it  was  a  great  blow  to  them  to 
find  that  at  the  end  of  that  time  the 
county  councils  became  the  owners  of 
the  land  instead  of  themselves. 

I  *Mr.  SPEAKER:  The  hon.  Member 
is  not  entitled  to  discuss  the  policy  of  the 
Act  as  a  whole.  He  is  only  entitled  to 
discuss  the  allocation  of  the  £100,000. 

i 

!  *Mr.  GEORGE  FABER  apologised  for 
i  travelling  rather  wide  of  the  question. 
He  believed,  however,  that  the  small 
i  holder  had  got  it  into  his  head  that  thift 
j  sum  of  £100,000  was  going  to  provide  for 
I  the  indirect  expenses,  and  that  all  he 
would  have  to  pay  would  be  the  rent. 
But  during  the.  suspension  period,  the 
intermediate  period  between  the  time 
!  the  land  was  taken  from  the  landlord  and 
the  time  when  it  was  handed  overto  the 
small  holder,  during  which  a  loss  was 
likely  to  occur,  such  loss  wo  ild  directly 
or  indirectly  fall  upon  the  small  holder. 
He  had  not  been  present  during  the  whole 
of  the  debate,  but  he  understood  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  not  given  any 
encouraging  reply  on  this  point.  As  he 
understood,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
stated  that  the  £100,000  would  not  be 
available  to  recoup  anybody  for  the 
loss  that  might  occur  during  the  inter- 
mediate period,  and  that  certainly  would 
be  a  great  disappointment  to  the  small 
holder.  Last  year  the  House  understood 
that  there  would  have  to  be  a  large  sum 
provided  for  the  cost  of  equipment,  and 
he  did  not  for  one  moment  imagine  that 
this  £100,000  was  going  to  be  the  be- 
ginning and  the  end  of  it.  Many 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  pounds  would 
have  to  follow  the  £100,000  which 
was  now  being  voted.  The  House  would 
be  entering  a  fooFs  paradise  if  it  imagined 
that  this  was  anything  more  than  the. 
beginning  of  a  great  expenditure.     This 
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^ct,  if  it  was  to  bring  8ucce3s,  was  going 
to  cost  the  country  a  vcrv  large  sum. 
The  experiment  might  not  be  worth 
it,  though  he  thought  it  would  be  if  a  large 


afternoon  had  given  a  concrete  case, 
in  which  he  showed  that  a  sum  of  £1,200 
and  probably  more  would  have  to  be 
spent  on  the  buildiT^gs  and  eqmpment 


nimiber  of  small  holders  could  be  put  |  and  the  necessary  conveiedon  of  this  one 
upon  the  land,  but  there  could  be  no  farm  into  several  small  farms.  That 
doubt  that  it  must  mean  a  gr^at  alone  would  result  with  some  other 
expe^'diture  of  public  money.  expeises    that    he    p  inted    out  in  an 

I  addition  of  9s.  to  98. 6d.  an  acre  to  the  rent 

♦Mr.  CHAPLIN  (Surrey,  Wimbledon)  \  But  that  was  not  all  that  would  have 
said  that  both  the  right  hon.  Gentleman '  to  be  provided,  because  the  new  tenant 
opposite  and  the  hon.  Member  for  Suffolk  would  be  charged  rent  during  the  period 
seemed  disposed  to  take  the  Lindsey  of  conversion  which  would  be  a  dead 
county  council  to  task,  because  they  '  loss.  In  this  case  the  rent  was  to  be 
did  not  at  once  close  with  the  offer  of  I  203.  That  would  come  to  £200  a  year, 
the  hon.  Member  for  the  Brigg  Division,  i  But  that  was  not  all  because  the  tenant 
but  he  desired  to  support  the  county  ,  right  had  to  be  provided  for,  and  that  also 
council  of  the  county  to  which  he  belonged,  i  fell  upon  t^e  small  holder.  It  would  not 
He  ventured  to  say  that  that  body  was  |  be  a  very  extravagant  estimate  to  put 
wiser  than  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  in  i  the  value  of  the  tenant  right  at  two 
not  accepting  the  offer  of  his  hon.  >  years  rent  which  made  another  £iO0  a 
friend.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  said  |  year.  So  that  altogether  £650  a  jrear 
that  this  was  a  special  difficulty,  arising  i  more  had  to  be  provided  which  would 
in  a  special  case,  but  the  right  hon.  '  work  out  at  5s.  or  6s.  an  a^'re  more. 
Gentleman  the  Leader  of  the  Op- ,  Here  they  had  at  the  commencement 
position  was  quite  correct  when  he  \  small  holdings  on  a  particular  farm  pay- 
pointed  out  thH  tliis  was  not  a  speiali  ^'ng  an  additional  rent  of  between  IBs. 
difi&culty  in  a  specid  (asc  at  all,  but  I  and  16s.,  and  he  thought  that  under 
these  were  difficulties  which  would :  these  circumstances  the  county  council 
necessarily  arise  in  every  case,  no  ma  ter  '  had  acted  very  wisely.  But  this  would 
when  they  i  rose,  and  which  would  '  not  be  a  special  case  ;  it  was  what  they 
always  have  to  be  met.  The  right !  would  have  to  look  forward  to  in  every 
hon.  Gentleman  was  quite  correct  in  ,  case.  They  would  always  be  confronted 
what  he  had  stated  as  to  the  course  with  these  difficulties.  That  was  the 
he  had  always  taken  with  regard  to  the  '  reason  why  in  Committee  upstairs  he 
£100,000.  He  remembered  mor-s  though  ■  had  expressed  his  view  as  strongly  as 
he  had  forgotten  it  when  this  debate  began,  i  he  could  upon  this  point,  showing  that  if 
that  this  very  question  was  raised  in  Grand  I  they  were  determined  to  make  this 
Committee  upon  an  Amendment  which  ,  experiment  in  the  form  of  compulsory 
he  himself  moved.  He  did  aiot  remem-  \  hire,  the  burden  ought  to  fall  on  the 
ber  exactly  what  the  Amendment  was,  i  State.  To  that  opinion  he  still  adhered. 
but  he  proposed  to  alter  the  wording  '  And  he  thought  that  here  they  had  an 
of  the  clause  so  as  to  make  the  |  object  lesson  in  the  case  brought  forward, 
£100,000  available  for  thi^  particular  ,  which  ought  to  lead  them  to  see  that  ho 
purpose.  The  ground  upon  which  ,  was  not  very  far  wrong  in  the  observa- 
he  moved  the  Amendment  was  that  j  tions  he  had  made  in  Committee, 
unless  that  were  done,  he  felt  perfectly  i 

'satisfied  that  the^  Bill  could  never  be  made  i  *Mr.  HARCOUKT:  I  do  not  rise  to 
a  workable  Act  or  a  success.  The  right  ■  further  intervene  in  the  debate.  I  have 
hon.  Gentleman  however  took  the  oppoqte  '  been  asked  several  questions  with  regard 
^^evv.  His  right  hon.  friend  the  Leader  of  !  to  the  allocation  of  the  sum  of  £100,000. 
the  Opposition  was  quite  right  when  \  Those  who  have  taken  part  in  the  debate 
he  pointed  out  that  all  this  must  be  an !  know  very  well  the  purposes  to  which 
additional  burden  on  the  new  tenant,  it  is  to  be  devoted.  I  have  risen  because 
the  small  holder.  How  would  it  work  references  have  been  made  to  a  leaflet 
out  in  the  case  put  before  the  House  in  containing  statements  with  reference 
the  course  of  the  debate  ?  The  hon.  I  to  the  allocation  of  the  amount,  and  I 
Member    for    the    Brigg    Division    this  i  should  state  at  once  that  a  blunder  in 
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the  leaflet  was  discovered  long  ago,  and  saying  that  it  has  already  got  consider- 
the  leaflet  was  withdrawn  long  ago.  I  ,  able  circulation.  At  the  time  of  the 
have  in  mv  hand  the  leaflet  which  has  death  of  her  late  Majesty  the  matter  was 
now  been  issued  by  the  Liberal  Publica-  seriously  considered  by  the  Colonial 
tion  Department  for  some  time.  It  Office  whether  they  could  afford  to 
contains  no  statement  with  regard  to  \  change  the  head  upon  the  coinage  at  the 
the  allocation  of  that  £100,000  which  time  when  the  new  coins  were  struck, 
18  not  absolutely  correct,  and  I  now  •  and  whether  the  head  of  his  present 
offer  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  last '  Majesty  on  the  coins  for  use  in  Great 
revise.  i  Britain  could  be  put  on  the  silver  coinage 

!  f or  use  in  West  Africa.     It  was  feared 
Elesolution  agreed  to^  ,  that  the  change  might  give  rise  in  those 

Third  Resolution-(£20  (Supplemen^^^T^^  ^^' '^"^A^^  ^^r""  T^^^ 
tary).   The   Mint,   including^  Coinage)--  ^?,^^  ^^^  "^,^^^^^ 

considered  °  ^      .  with  acceptance.    I  am  glad  to  know, 

however,    that   those   fears   were   over- 

SiR  F.  BANBURY  said  the  original  ,  ^M^^^'^^^i.  I  Relieve  that  the  coinage 
estimate  was  £12,000,  and  now  it '  ^^th  the  King  s  head  on  it  is  finding  ever 
was  £14,307,  which  was  an  extremely  ;  increasmg  currency  in  Africa.  That 
large  increase  of  about  20  per  cent,  i  ^®^g  ^^>  ^  wanted  to  ask  the  hon.  Gentle- 
The  explanation  of  it  was  that  it  "^^n  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  if  he 
was  to  defrav  the  additional  expenses  i  c*?,.  ^^^^  ^®  ^^at  arrangement  is  pre- 
fer freight  in  respect  of  the  large  quanti-  '  vaihng  as  to  the  profits  on  the  silver 
ties  of  silver  required  for  shipment  coinage.  I  think  I  am  nght  in  saying 
abroad.  He  thought  they  must  be  in-  ^  *^»*  ^^^^  arrangement  for  procurmg  an 
deed  unusually  large  quantities  if  there  \  account  of  the  comage  has  been  made 
was  such  a  great  increase  in  the  amount  I  ^^^  certam  Colomes,but  I  am  not  qmte 
charged  for  freight.  He  would  like  to  certam  to  what  extent  they  do  account 
ask  first  of  all  how  such  a  bad  estimate  i  for  ^^"^^^  coinage  in  the  great  seK- 
had  come  to  be  made  of  the  quantity  of  govermng  Colomes  at  the  present  time, 
silver  required  for  shipment  abroad.  :  ^  believe,  however,  there  were  certam 
He  spoke  rather  in  i^orance,  and  would  !  arrangements  by  which  they  were  to 
like  to  be  corrected  ;  but  he  presumed  ^^^^  *^«  P^^^^  ^^  ^^^h  sUver  coinage  as 
that  the  quantity  of  silver  required  for  ^^»  absorbed  by  them.  What  I  want  to 
shipment  abroad  was  well  known,  that  ask  the  hon.  Gentleman  is  whether  any 
it  did  not  varv  very  much,  and  that  ^^^^ar  arrangement  is  m  force  with 
consequently  the  Mint  should  have  been  '  ^^g^^d  to  those  African  Possessions  of 
able  to  ascertain  with  a  greater  degree  ours— whether  they  are  allowed  to  enjoy, 
of  precision  the  amount  required  for  the  ^^  P*^^  ^^  *^®"^  revenue,  the  profits  on 
landing  of  silver  abroad.  He  would  also  '  ^^^  ^^^^^  coinage  sent  to  them,  or 
like  to  know  why  such  unusuaUy  large  '  ^l^ether  it  is  all  retamed  by  the  Treasury, 
quantities  of  silver  coin  were  required 

for  shipment  abroad.  He  assumed  that  The  FINANCIAL  SECRETARY  to 
it  was  not  preliminary  to  bimetallism.  '  the     TREASURY      (Mr.      Runciman, 

'  Dewsburv) :   The  right  hon.  Gentleman 

Mb.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN  :  I  do  '  is  prob:vbly  aware  thH  most  of  our  West 
not  know  whether  I  am  right  in  supposing,  African  Colonics,  and  I  think  the  whole 
though  I  think  it  is  very  likely,  that  a  good  of  the  East  African  Colonies,  are  not 
deal  of  this  silver  coinage  is  required  for  self-supporting,  and  the  view  of  the 
West  Africa,  where  for  the  most  part  the  Treasury  is  th^.t  it  would  be  ridiculous 
silver  currency,  as  far  as  it  existed,  con-    to  s  ly  ih\t  we  should  share  the  profits 


of  the  Maria  Theresa  dollar,  with  those  Colonies  to  which  we  arc 
which  was  the  customary  medium  of  ex-  already  making  grants  in  aid.  It  was 
change.  Since  the  development  of  the  ;  agreed  at  the  last  Colonial  Conference 
Biitirfi  Empire  inWest  Africa,  and  possibly  '  that  we  should  allow  the  whole  of  the 
in  East  Africa  as  well,  though  of  that  I  profits  on  the  silver  coinage  to  go  to  the 
know  nothing,  the  English  silver  coinage  revenue  of  the  Australian  Colonies. 
has  been  used,  and  I  think  I  am  right  in    L  st    ye  ir    we    coined    something    like 
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£23.(«rir».r»«».     We    could     e.*^.t     pr«sibly  services  of  the  Pablio  Trustee.    There 

make    a    veiy    ne^r    estimate.     Ii-deed,  vas  an  idea — he  hoped   it  wjs  a  mis- 

in   making   up   oar  Estimste?   we   were  conception — ^th^t  in  addition  to  the  fee 

bound  to  lie  ^ded  by  the  Bank,  and  charged  at  the   commencement   for  the 

the    Bank,    like    evervbodv    else,    were  Public  Tnutee  to   take  over  the  trust, 


completely  out  in  their  estimates  of 
the  amount  of  moFiey  required  last  year. 
Very  much  more  silver  and  copper 
coinage  was  required  for  circulation 
last  year  than  we  ever  needed  before. 
The  hon.  Cientleman  knows  that  there 
was  a  movement  all  over  the  world, 
which  no  one  could  foresee.  I  need  not 
go  into  further  detail,  but  would  merely 
ask  the  House  to  agree  to  the  Resolution. 

Resolution  agreed  to. 

Fourth  R?solution— Class  III.,  £1,870, 
Public  Trustee — considered. 

Sir  F.  BANBURY  said  the  details 
were  apparently  very  small  as  to  what 
had  been  spent.  Travelling  and  inci- 
dental expenses,  £200;  salaries,  £2,070; 
and     appropriation-in-aid,     £400.      He 


certain  other  fees  were  to  be  charged 
which  might  be  onreaBonable.  He 
was  inclined  to  think  himaelf  that 
that  waa  an  error,  and  that  the 
charges  woold  not  be  excessive.  He 
did  not  know  whether  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  conld  tell  him  exactlj 
what  the  charges  were.  He  would  like  to 
know  whether  the  fees  were  fixed  by  the 
Treasury,  and  whether  there  was  any 
intention  of  making  a  profit,  or  whether 
the  Treasury  desiied  so  to  fix  the  fees 
PS  to  cover  expenses.  He  thought  thej 
should  not  impose  such  fees  as  to  make 
a  profit.  The  conception  of  the  Act  was 
that  a  servic-e  should  be  rendered  to  the 
public,  and  the  service  should  be  one  for 
which  the  public  were  justly  charged 
the  ordinary  expenses  aridng  out  of 
the  rendering  of  the  service,  but 
no  opportunity  should  be  taken  to  enable 
presumed  the  appropriation-in-aid  was  the  Department  to  make  a  profit.  He 
fees  received  by  the  Public  Trustee  '  was  quite  certain,  being  anxious  for  the 
for  the  ser\'ices  which  he  h«d  per-  success  of  the  Department,  that  if  the  idea 
formed  for  the  public.  Personally  got  about  that  there  was  a  profit  to  be 
he  was  ver>'  much  in  favour  of  the  ap-  made  out  of  it  it  would  probably  militate 
pointment  of  a  Public  Trustee,  and  he  was  i  against  its  success, 
extremely   glad   the   House   had   passed 


an  Act  which  permitted  of  that  ap- 
pointment. He  believed  his  hon.  friend 
opposite  did  not  regard  the  appointment 
in  the  sflme  way  as  he  did,  but  even  great 
minclH  sometimes  differed,  and  perhaps 
thitt  wt  H  a  case  in  point.  He  was  obliged 
U)  ank  hr)w  it  w«8  that  the  fees  were 
such  a  vory  small  sum  as  £400.  He 
prcHunu'd  the  cxj)la nation  was  that  when 
the  Supi»l(;mentary  Estimate  was  pre- 
sented 1(>  the  House  the  Act  had  only 
been  working  for  a  short  time,  and  that 
consefjuently  a  fair  trial  had  not  yet  been 
given  to  it.  Hut  he  would  like  to  know 
how  the  work  was  progressing,  and 
whether  they  would  require  Supple - 
m'^ntary  Estimates  of  this  sort  again, 
or  wluither  the  nnount  of  the  fees  would 
in  futun^  avoid  the  necessity  for  a  Supple- 
mentary Estimate.  As  to  the  amount  of 
the  fees,  he  thought  the  hon.  and  learned 
(lontlemm  the  Attorney-General  would 
agree  that  it  was  not  desirable  that  the 
fees  ch'Tged  should  be  such  as  to  pre- 
vent ])eople  availing  themselves  of  the 

Mr.  llunciman. 


The  ATTORNEY-GBNBRAL  (Sir  W. 
RoBSON,    South    Shields) :       The    hoB. 
Baronet  has  asked  why  the  fees  appearing 
on  the  Estimate  as  having  been  received 
by    the    Department   are    so    small.    I 
think  he  has  himself  suggested  a  sufficient 
reason.     The  Act  only  came  into  opera- 
tion  on   1st   January,    therefore    there 
has  not  been  time  to  receive    anything 
but  the  initial  fees.     Of   course,  there 
are  some  fees,  I  apprehend,  depending 
upon  the  duration  of  the  administration 
of  the  estate,   but  I  believe  it  is  the 
desire  of  the  Treasury,  as  it  certainly 
was  the  desire   of   the   promoters  and 
framers  of  the  Bill,  not  to  m\ke  this  a 
profit-bearing    Department  at  all.     On 
the  contrary,  I  think  the  apprehension 
was  that  it  might  result  in  a  loss,  having 
regard  to  the  provision  that  no  estate 
was  to  be  refused  by  reason  of  its  small- 
ness,  so  that  naturally,  although  I  believe 
some    distinguished     persons    on     both 
sides  of  the  House  have  entrusted  the 
Public    Trustee    with    the    management 
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of  trust  affairs,  yet  naturally  the  trust 
estates  first  put  under  the  Public  Trustee 
are  of  a  very  small  character  and  will  bear 
very  small  fees.  Therefore,  the  fees 
have  been  fixed  as  low  as  possible.  Of 
course,  there  is  a  margin  which  will  have 
to  be  acted  upon  if  it  is  found  that  they 
are  too  high,  but  certainly  the  present 
intention  is  to  keep  them  as  low  as  possi- 
ble. They  are  fixed  by  rule,  and  as 
little  element  of  discretion  as  possible  is 
left  to  those  who  have  the  administration. 
The  rule  cin  and  will  be  varied  accord- 
ing to  experience.  At  present  those 
who  are  better  able  to  judge  of  the 
Department  than  I,  who  have  no  direct 
connection  with  it  at  all,  have  been  busily 
engaged,  and  so  far  during  the  short  time 
in  which  it  has  been  at  work  it  appears 
to  have  given  satisfaction. 

Mr.  JOHN  WARD  (Stoke-on-Trent) 
said  there  was  one  side  of  this  subject 
that  he  wanted  to  mention.  He  had  sup- 
ported the  appointment  of  the  Public 
Trustee  because  he  believed  it  would  be 
A  benefit  to  sm  ill  testators,  and  he  hoped 
the  Attorney-General  would  use  his 
influence  to  get  some  advertisement  of 
the  advantages  of  the  Department  ex- 
liibited  in  the  Post  Offices  of  the  country. 
He  had  not  seen  any  advertisement  of 
the  Act  beyond  a  statement  written  by 
the  Public  Trustee  and  inserted  in  some 
of  the  newspapers,  but  a  general  standing 
advertisement  in  any  of  the  Government 
offices  he  had  not  seen,  and  he  thought 
the  Trustee  ought  to  do  something  in 
thit  direction. 

Attention  called  to  the  fact  that 
forty  Members  were  not  present. 

House  counted,  and  forty  Members 
being  found  present, 

Mr.  JOHN  WARD,  continuing,  said  he 
did  not  know  whether  notices  of  this  de- 
scription could  be  posted  in  Post  Offices 
without  the  sanction  of  the  Pastmaster- 
General,  but  he  should  say  that  if  the 
Trustee  really  wished  to  draw  the  attention 
of  the  public  to  the  provisions  of  the  Act, 
tbat  would  be  a  very  good  way  and  he 
should  not  think  the  Postmaster- General 
would  raise  any  objection  to  that 
form  of  advertisement.  He  wOuld  like 
to  know  whether  note  would  be  taken  of 
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that  and  the  Trustee's  attention  drawn 
to  it. 

*Mr.  GEORGE  FABERr York)  said  be 
wished  to  ask  thi  Attorney -Greneral  one 
or.  two   questions  regarding  the   Public 
Trustee.     Could  he  tell  him  how  many 
offices,  if  any,  were  being  established  in 
the  provinces  under  the  Act?     He  quite 
understood  that  the  Act  only  came  into 
operation  on  1st  January,  but  perhaps 
some  developments  in  the  direction  he 
had  indicated  had  already  been  made. 
When  the  Bill  was  passing  through  that 
House  he  remembered  offering  the  ob- 
jection, among  others,  that  there  would  be 
a  great  tendency  to  centralise  the  duties 
of  the  office  and  the  money  as  well.  Being 
a  country  banker  he  took  objection  to 
this,  because  under  the  old  system  where 
a  man  died  in  the  country  the  estate  was 
wound  up  there,  and  the  country  bank 
and   the   country-side  retained  the  ad- 
vantage of  the  circulation  of  the  money; 
but  under  the  office  of  a  Public  Trustee 
there  would  be  a  great  tendency  for  the 
money  to  come  to  London  and  the  coun- 
try would  correspondingly  suffer.     There 
was  a  provision  in  the  Act  that  bankers 
and  solicitors  who  had  been  employed 
by  a  testator  in  his  life-time  should  still 
as  far  as  possible  be  employed  by  the 
Public  Trustee,  instead  of  the  dead  man's 
business  being  taken  out  of  their  hands 
and  brought  to  London.     He  hoped  to 
be  told  that  this  was  being  done  and 
that   there    was    going    to   be   no   up- 
rooting   of    business.       If    he    had    a 
satisfactory  assurance  on  this  point,    a 
great    deal    of    the     feeling     he     had 
against  the  measure  would  be  removed. 
He  understood  that  the  fees  would  in  no 
way   be   prohibitive,   because  the   good 
that  was  likely  to  accrue  to  sm\ll  estates 
must  be  immensely  affected  by  the  pro- 
portion the  fees  would  bear  to  the  value 
of  the  whole  estate.     Poor  men  were  not 
going  to  get  the  advantage  which  it  was 
expected  they  would  receive  if  the  fees 
were  anything  like  commensurate  with 
the  fees  thvt  would  hive  been  charged 
by    the    local    solicitor    under    the   old 
system.      He     quit€     agreed     with    the 
hon.    Baronet    the     Member     for     the 
City  of   London    that    the    fees   should 
as  far  as  possible  balance  the  expenses 
of  the  office,  but  no  more.      The  whole 
object  of  the  measure  was  that  the  public 
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should  feel  secure  in  employing  this  public 
ofl&cer  and  that  the  fees  should  be  as  low 
as  possible.  It  would  be  shocking  to  find 
that  a  public  Department  was  making  a 
profit  out  of  the  trust.  He  forgot  how 
it  worked  out  in  regard  to  the  Colonies 
where  this  system  was  in  operation,  but 
he  seemed  to  remember  that  in  regard  to 
the  Cape  the  fees  were  found  to  work  out 
at  a  high  standard,  and  hid  a  tendency, 
as  all  these  matters  hid,  to  rise.  He 
hoped  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would 
be  able  to  reassure  them  in  regard  to  that 
also. 

Mr.  fell  (Great  Yarmouth)  said  it 
was  manifest  that  it  would  be  more 
difficult  in  this  case  than  in  most  to 
settle  the  scale  of  fees,  because  in  the 
past  the  business  which  had  to  be  paid 
for  imder  the  Act  had  been  done  free  of 
charge,  so  that  if  business  was  to  be 
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first   and  so 


very  moderately  at  the 
secured  a  large  business — and  of  course 
the  expenses  of  the  Trust  Department 
spread  over  this  large  business  would 
be  comparatively  small — ^they  would 
make  the  Department  the  useful  one 
which  they  all  hoped  it  might  be. 

Sib  W.  ROBSON  said  that  with  regard 
to  the  establishment  of  branch  ofBces, 
they  had  t^ken  that  power  by  the  rules, 
and  that  was  sufficiently  indicative  of 
the  intent  of  the  Department  with  regard 
to  country  business.  Of  course  it  would 
depend  a  good  deal  upon  the  prospects, 
and  it  would  not  be  desirable  to  put  up 
important  offices  at  the  cost  of  some 
hundreds  a  year,  imless  it  was  warranted 
by  the  prospects  of  business.  In  great 
provincial  centres  there  ought  not  to  be 
any  difficulty  in  establishing  branch 
offices.     One  of  the  most  obvious  advan- 


attracted  to  this  Department,  and  if  it  i  tages  of  the  Act  would  be  to  localise 


was  to  become  really  a  useful  institution 
in  the  country,  the  scale  of  fees  must 
certainly  be  very  moderate,  otherwise 
other  trustees  would  be  persuaded  to 
act  as  they  had  in  the  past,  and  look 
after  their  affairs  for  nothing.  If  there 
was  a  very  low  scale  of  fees  there  might 


business  as  far  as  it  was  possible 
consistently  with  economy  and  efficiency. 
With  regard  to  what  had  been  said  by 
the  hon.  Member  for  Yarmouth,  they 
were  quite  conscious  of  the  importance 
of  making  the  fees  as  low  as  possible,  and 
I  it  would  be  a  great  disappointment  if 
be  large  business,  and  he  thought  the  |  the  costs  approximated  to  such  a  high 
largeness  of  the  business  that  would  amount  as  that  which  had  been  referred 
accrue  would  counterbalance  the  low- 1  to.  It  was  their  intention  to  administer 
ness  of  the  fees,  so  that  although  the  I  the  trust  estates  as  economically  as 
scale  of  foes  had  been  fixed,  as  some  |  possible, 
considered  rather  high,  still  if  the  busi-  ' 
ness  became  a  large  one,  as  was  hoped, 
it  would  be  possible  to  reduce  the  fees. 


Resolution  aj»reod  to. 


The  Department  would  thus  be  popu-  : 
larised  and  a  large  number  of  trust , 
estates  would  be  got  under  the  manage-  ; 
ment  of  the  Public  Trustee.     It  looked  , 


Fifth  Resolution— £327,  Treasury Cheit 
B  )nd — considered. 

Sir  F.  BANBURY  said  that  this  was  a 


as  if  it  would  be  a  matter  which  might  very  satisfactory  Estimate,  because,  ap- 
not  pay  at  first,  and  they  would  have  i  par'ently  this  year  the  transmiaaion  ol 
to  supplement  it  in  some  small  way,  '  money  abroad  had  only  cost  £327,  whereas 
because  unless  low  charges  were  adopted  ,  last  yeer  it  was  £14,600.  That  might  arise 
at  first  they  could  not  secure  the  business,  '  from  several  cau^s.  In  the  first  place 
and  it  was  on  a  large  business  being  '  it  might  arise  from  the  fact  that  the 
secured  that  profits  would  depend.  He  ;  exchanges  had  gone  in  our  favour.  It 
believed  that  in  several  of  the  Colonies  might  also  arise  from  the  fact  that  the 
it  had  been  possible  to  lower  the  I  official  who  was  in  charge  of  this  Depart- 
fees,  and  to  make  them  very  moderate  i  ment  had  been  extremely  clever  in  his 
indeed,  and  even  then  to  make  a  con-  >  transmission  of  the  money  abroad,  and 


siderable  profit;  so  that  if  the  Treasury 
would  come  to  the  aid  of  the  Depart- 
ment for  a  short  time  until  it  could  get 
the  business  he  really  thought  it  would 
benefit   in   the   end.    If   they   charged 

Mr  George  Faher, 


had  taken  advantage  of  favourable  ex- 
changes. If  so,  he  thought  it  was  very 
creditable  to  the  Treasury.  Another  cause 
might  be  that  they  had  not  transmitted 
anything  like  the  same  quantity  as  the 
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previous  year.  In  view  of  the  fact  that 
there  had  been  such  an  extraordinary 
diminution  he  hoped  the  hon.  Member 
opposite  would  be  able  to  give  them 
some  further  information.  It  was  a 
rather  important  matter,  because  the 
question  of  exchanges  was  very  tech- 
nical, and  if  the  Treasury  had  by  their 
ability  succeeded  in  effecting  this  great 
saving  it  was  much  to  their  credit. 

Mr.  RUNCIMAN  said  the  amounts 
sent  abroad  had  been  very  much  the 
same  as  in  former  years.  The  real  cause 
of  the  diminution  was  that  every  effort 
had  been  made  to  avoid  an)rthing  in 
the  nature  of  speculation  and  the  ex- 
changes had  been  very  largely  in  our 
favour.  That  was  the  explanation  of  the 
diminution. 


ResDiution  agreed  to. 

SUPPLY  [llTH  Febri'ary]  REPORT. 
Resolution  reported. 

CIVIL  SERVICES  AND  REVENUE  DE- 
PARTMENTS  (SUPPLEMENTARY) 
ESTIMATES,  1907-8. 

Class  III. 

"  That  a  Supplementary  sum,  not  ex- 
ceeling  £2,500,  be  granted  to  Hi^ 
Majesty,  to  defraythe  Charge  which  will 
come  in  course  of  pa}Tnent  during  the 
year  ending  on  the  3lst  day  of  Mar.h, 
1908,  for  Criminal  Prosecutions  and 
other  Law  Charges  in  Ireland." 

Resolution  read  a  second  time. 

Captain  CRAIG  moved  to  reduce  the 
Vote  by   £100  in    order    to   strive    to 
elicit    &om    the    law    officers    of     the 
Crown    in    Ireland,    some   explanation 
of  how  it  was  that,  after  the  statement 
made  by  the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland 
in  this  House  on  taking  up  the  reins  of 
office  that  he  found  Ireland  more  peaceful  ' 
than  it  had  been  for  the  past  600  years,  ' 
he  had  found  it  necessary  to  come  to  the 
House    of    Commons    and    ask   for   an 
additional  sum  of  £2,500  over  the  original  i 
Estimate  for  criminal  prosecutions  and  , 
other  law  charges  in  Ireland.     Those  who 
had  livecf  in  Ireland  during  the  past  year  [ 
had  often  wondered  why  the  law  officers 
of  the  Crown  took  any  action  at  all  when 
it  was  done  in  the  manner  in  which  they 


did  it.     He  had  frequently  had  occasion 
to  complain  that  measures  might  have 
been  taken   which  would  have  largely 
prevented  the  Irish  Department  aslang 
for  a  supplementary  grant,  bat    whilst 
those      measures     might      have     been 
taken   early   in    the    Chief   Secretary's 
regime     they     were     postponed     from 
day    to    day  and    month    to  IJmonth, 
with    the     result    that     in    the     end 
troubles  had  arisen  which  at  first  were 
only  slight  and  to  which  those  sitting  on 
the  Opposition  Benches  had  called  the  at- 
tention of  the  Chief  Secretary  ad  n^iuseam, 
I  pointing  out  from  day  to  day  by  Questions 
I  the  dangerous  path  upon  which  he  and  the 
law  officers  of  the  Crown  were  treading. 
The  law  officers  allowed  turbulence  and 
all  classes  of  troubles  which  were  pre- 
I  ventible  to  go  on  increasing,  with  the 
I  result  that  they  had  been  put  to  thb 
'  extraordinary  expense  at  the  close  of  the 
j  past  year.     He  and  hi  ^  friends  looked  with 
alarm   on  the  course  which  events  had 
taken,  and  no  one  in  the  House  who  had 
ever  heard  any  of  the  hon.  Members  for 
Ulster  speak  on  the  situation  would  for 
a  moment  hesitate  to  say  that  the  prog- 
nostications which  they  made  earlier  in 
the  year  had  been   not  only    fulfilled, 
but    very     greatly     exceeded.      There 
was  an  item  on  the  Paper  for  £13,000  for 
prosecutions,   etc.,   which   included   the 
expenses  of  witnesses,  and  so  on,  and 
fees  to  the  law  officers  for  contentious 
business.     He  would  not  be  in  order  in 
raising  the  whole  question  of  what  the 
contentious  business  was,  but  he  thought 
on  the  broad  lines  of  the  fact  that  they 
were  asked  to-day  to  put  their  sign  and 
seal  to  a  still  further  augmented  grant 
to  those  who  took  over  Ireland  as  they 
admitted  in  a  more  peaceful  condition 
than  it  had  been  for  the  last  600  years,  and 
they  were  entitled  to  a  very  lengthy  and 
clear  explanation  as  to  what  had  given 
rise  to  this  extraordinary  charge.     He 
did  not  desire  to  throw  any  aspersions 
on  the  law  officers  of  the  Crown,  nor  did 
he  think  that  was  the  opportunity  to  do 
it.     He    thought,    however,    that    they 
had  signally  failed  in  their  duty  through 
a    mistaken    idea     and    the    mistaken 
policy   which    they   had   followed.     Al- 
though during  the  latter  end  of  their 
tenure  they  had  begun  to  throw  more 
and  more  of  the  blame  for  the  state  of 
chaoB  which  had  been  arrived  at  on  the 
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Chief  Secretary,  he  thought  that  even    right  hon.  Gentlemen  would  only  do  half 

then  they  might  have  shown  what  the    their  duty.     They  shirked  their  duty  and 

law  officers  of  the  Crown  in  Ireland  for ,  did  not  do  even  a  tenth  of  what  they 

generations  had  always  been  renowned  |  might  do  in  the  interests  of  the  country. 

for     showing,    viz.,     that    they     were    The  effect  of  that  was  to  show  evil-doers 

prepared  to  accept  the  responsibility  of    that,  so  far  as  the  law  officers  were  con- 

their  high  office,  irrespective  altogether   cemed,  they  were  able  to  shelter  them- 

of  who  happened  to  be  temporarily  the  ;  selves  behind  the  skirts  of  a  timid  GoV' 

Chief    Secretary    for    Ireland.     It    had  j  emment   in   Dublin   Castle.     He   wouH 

been  mainly  by  subordinating  themselves  '  ask  whether  it  was  not  a  fact  that  menk 

to  the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  that    bers  of  the  Grovemment  themselves 

the    Attorney  -  General    and    the    law    speeches  made  in  Parliament  and  elsewl 

officers    of    the    Crown    had    found   it    had  contributed  very  largely  to  those 

necessary  to  ask  for  further  grants.     He    cases  for  which  this  extra  amount  ap]^ 

and  his    friends  had    been    blamed    on    on  the  Paper.     The  way  in  which  the  ] 

more  than  one  occasion  for  making  it    terroism  which  had  arisen  in  Ireland  ] 

necessary  for  the  Attorney-General  and  i  been  dealt  with  by  the  Irish  Ezecv 

the  Solicitor-General  to  attend  when  it  |  was,   in  his  opinion,  simply 

would  not  have  be:'n  nec«.^sary  but  for  i  The  only  occasions  on  which  the 

the   manner   in   which   they   had   dealt  |  Secretary  had  striven  to  warn  the 

with  subjects  on  the  Unionist  Benches. '  of  the  South  and  West  of  Ireland  , 

They   had  continually   repudiated   that  j  when  he  delivered  speeches   at 

charge ;  they  had  always  said  that  any  i  ampton   and   Belfast.     These   wei 

action  they  took  in  this  House  was  to  j  two  centres  where  the  Chief 

assist  the  Chief  Secretary  and  the  law  i  in  a  flippant  manner  drew  attentf.    ^he    j:. 

officers  in  maintaining  law  and  order. '  "—i-""  «.;^^  ^.*;«rr  4>i«w>»»ii   io««i^e    _      -^ 

What  prof.t    would   it   be  to   them  to 

stir  up  trouble  and  turmoil  among  the 

poor  peasants  of  the  south  and  west  of 

Ireland  ?     He  had  always  said  that  while 

the  House  was  sitting  those  who  lived  |  higgle 


serious 


tncts 

The  right  hon.  Gentleman  hadstatf  ., 
after  all  these  particular  distJ^^c? 
and    crimes    could   only    be    calP '  ^^ttj' 

for^ou/^^^- 


of      the 


only 
market 


ei- 


m  distant  parts  of  Ireland  were  i  hunger.  In  the  event  of  the  C®  ^otxy 
freer  from  tyranny  and  outrage  than  ,  ment  remaining  in  power  for  a  ?^  ^fe*^  -- 
when  the  House  was  not  sitting.  He  of  years — ^though  that  was  not  j^^^bt  ^^  ' 
attributed  that  to  the  fact  that  they  had  ,  — was  the  country  to  be  askea  ^^ee^  ^^ 
weak-kneed  administrators  in  Dublin  i  year  after  year  in  this  way  ?  If  the*®  ^^st>^^  -- 
Castle  who  would  not  prosecute  when  I  ment  did  not  stiffen  their  backs  ai^  ^a^^  *i 
they  ought  to  prosecute  and  who  pro- 1  some  more  strenuous  methods  of^  t^^  ®  ^i^*. 
secutod  after  a  lot  of  damage  was  done,  j  that  they  intended  to  maintain  tf  Qa^*/  ^^^^^^tstr 
and  that  it  was  only  by  Questions  in  the  land  the  House  would  be  faof^ej^  J^  *^^- 
Houae  they  could  protect  the  poor  people  with  a  growing  sum  of  mon<trProQ^^/^  ^, 
who  were  tyrannised  in  the  south  and  i  Estimates    each    year.    He    l^^se  t*^^^^  V 

some  assurance  that  the  Q^  in^*^  ^L* 
would  prevent  this,  and  that  tl»/  t^^^^^5ir>» 
strive  to  turn  over  a  new  V^t  ^i  ^1^"^ 
justice   as   between   man   and^pi^y    ®    ^ir^ 


west  and  who  had  no  other  protection, 
They  had  had  to  take  the  law  so  far  as 
that  was  concerned  into  their  own  hands, 
and  he  conscientiously  believed  they 
had  done  an  immense  amount  of  good 
even  since  this  session  began  by  calling 


Ireland,    and   to   see   that  p^^se^^     ^Oo«, 


wished  to  live  at 


peace  ^^d^o/j  I'^^aij.'^ 
attention  to  the  outrages  which  had  oc^    with  their  neighbours  were  not^^j^.  ^^ft  ^,     ' 
currcd  and  by  showing  evil  doers  that  j  Now     was     the     opportunity   th^^*^    tril'^ 
they  had  eagle  eyes  upon  them  in  the ;  Grovemment  for  making    a    t  ^j^     ^tiu^ 
House  of  Commons.     In  that  way  the  j  ment   in   the   House    that    »*ia*j       -^0|j/^ 
police  had  been  urged  to  a  certain  amoimt ,  lay  in  their  power  they  woul^- -^^  .-"^c^^  ^ 
of  activity  where  the  law  officers  of  the    down  again  and  ask  for  an*  j^  ^*  h  ^^  tt 
Crown  had  entirely  failed.     There  would    £2,500  to  pay  for  weakness  ^^     o^  ^^^^' 
be  no  necessity  for  much  of  the  hard 
work  that  fell  to  the  Ulster  representa- 
tives  in   Parliament   if  those  hon.  and 

Captain  Craig, 


on  their  part.  Another  poinijl  ^^'^e^  it  ^ 
the  law  officers  had  chosen^  ^^}\  ^?**^ 
expensive     way     of     condw^  *i^^^-t^i^ 
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cases.  Men  who  ought  to  have  been 
tried  in  Belfast  had  at  considerable 
expense  been  taken  to  Dublin  for  trial. 
Why  should  the  country  at  large  be 
compelled  to  pay  the  extra  expenses  con- 
sequent on  the  Attorney-General  changing 
the  venue  ?  Everybody  knew  that  Bel- 
fast juries  gave  just  and  straightforward 
judgments  in  any  case  brought  before 
them.  Thai  had  been  admitted  not  only  by 
eminent  lawyers,  but  by  people  of  all 
classes  and  creeds  in  Ireland  £rom  time 
immemorial.  The  fact  remained  that 
in  the  case  he  had  in  his  mind  those  who 
hapx>ened  to  differ  from  the  Attorney- 
General  were  allowed  to  be  tried  in 
Belfast,  while  others  charged  in  almost 
the  same  kind  of  cases  were  transferred 
to  Dublin  for  trial.  The  right  hon. 
Gentieman  had  lowered  the  dignity  of 
his  office  by  his  action,  and  at  the  same 
time  placed  on  the  Estimates  a  portion 
of  the  £2,500  increase.  He  woiUd  not 
trouble  the  House  with  many  cases 
which  he  could  mention  where  money 
might  have  been  saved  but  for  the 
action  of  the  law  officers.  The  Attorney- 
General  had  seen  fit  to  bring  a  large 
number  of  cattle-raiding  cases  to  Dublm, 
but  he  would  ask  whether  value  was 

ot  for  the  money  which  had  been  spent. 

le  did  not  refer  to  the  sentences  which 
might  or  might  not  have  been  passed, 
but  to  the  effect  on  the  country.  After 
all,  in  these  cases  where  poor  ignorant 
people  were  made  the  dupes  of  those 
who  were  in  the  closest  possible  touch 
with  Dublin  Castle  and  its  officials,  he 
held  that  they  were  entitled  to  ask 
whether  the  proceedings  that  took  place 
at  great  expense  to  the  coimtry  as  a 
whole  left  the  impression  on  them  that 
the  majesty  of  the  law  had  been  up- 
held, and  that  the  law  officers  had 
really  and  sincerely  done  their  best  to 
bring  the  accused  persons  to  justice? 
The  only  impression  left  on  the  country 
after  these  expensive  trials  was  one 
of  disgust  at  the  futility  of  the 
attempts  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman. 
It  would  take  many  years  to  restore 
the  law  to  the  dignity  it  enjoyed  before 
the  present  staff  took  office  in  Dublin 
Castle.  They  approached  matters  in 
a  light  and  airy  way.  They  clung 
tenaciously  to  the  coat-tails  of  the 
Nationalist  Party  in  the  vain  hope  that 
by    cunying    favour    with    them    they 
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might  be  able  to  govern  Ireland  by 
other  methods  than  the  proper  main- 
tenance of  law  and  order.  And  the 
Nationalist  Party  had  failed  as  they 
always  did  when  they  entered  into  a 
bargain  with  the  Grovernment.  He  had 
charged  the  Government,  and  he  re- 
peated the  charge  now,  with  having 
made  a  bargain  with  hon.  Members 
below  the  Gangway  to  the  effect  that 
if  hon.  Members  would  only  assist  them 
in  their  impossible  task  of  attempting 
to  govern  Ireland  in  this  way,  later 
in  the  session  they  would  be  rewarded 
with  legislation  that  should  not  only 
satisfy  the  land  hunger,  but  also  Irish 
aspirations  in  the  direction  of  higher 
education.  He  hoped  something  might 
be  said  in  the  course  of  this  debate  by 
hon.  or  right  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite 
which  woiild  clear  the  air  of  many  of 
the  charges  made  against  the  Grovern- 
ment. But  it  was  significant  that  only 
recently  at  Southampton  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary had  asked  in  a  more  or  less  despair- 
ing manner  how  he  could  be  expected  to- 
do  what  he  intended  to  do  for  the 
amelioration  of  the  condition  of  the 
people  of  Ireland  unless  hon.  Members 
backed  him  up  in  maintaining  that 
law  and  order  which  he  should  have 
maintained  without  their  assistance.  He 
had  placed  this  reduction  on  the  Paper 
in  the  hope  of  drawing  from  the 
responsible  Ministers  for  Ireland  some 
explanation  of  their  attitude  during  the 
past  few  months.  He  perceived  that 
part  of  the  charge  was  for  the  expenses 
of  prosecutors  and  witnesses.  What 
had  been  the  reason  for  this  increase 
in  the  expenses  for  witnesses?  For  all 
the  good  that  had  come  out  of 
the  prosecutions  he  would  have  thought 
the  witnesses  would  not  have  been 
worth  £100,  let  alone  £1,000.  There 
was  no  justification  for  this  sum  of 
£1,000  for  expenses  of  prosecutors  and 
witnesses.  If  the  trials  had  taken 
place  in  the  places  where  the  crimes 
had  been  committed  all  these  expenses 
would  have  been  saved.  It  was  a 
farce  to  suppose  that  law  and  order 
could  not  be  maintained  in  Ireland  with 
the  weapons  that  lay  at  the  right  hand 
of  the  Executive,  yet  because  they  would 
not  make  use  of  the  ( rimes  Act  it  be- 
came necessary  to  rake  up  an  ancient 
statute    from    the    waate-^a.^«t   \i^j&fc\k 
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in  order  that  the  Government  might 
save  their  face,  and  make  some  attempt 
to  put  down  lawlessness  and  disorder. 
The  House  would  have  excused  the 
Chief  Secretary  for  having  made 
these  fantastic  statements,  if  he  had 
also  said  that  it  was  his  duty 
and  the  duty  of  his  colleagues 
to  govern  Ireland,  not  according  to 
Nationalist  ideas,  but  with  a  firm  hand, 
as  it  ought  to  be  governed.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  would  find  that  the 
firmer  he  was  the  more  respected  he 
would  be  in  Ireland.  There  was  nothing 
the  Irish  people  disliked  so  much  in  a 
Grovemment  as  weakness.  He  begged 
to  move  that  the  Vote  be  reduced  by 
the  sum  of  £100. 

Mn.  T.  L.  CORBETT  said  he 
had  great  pleasure  in  seconding  the  ' 
Amendment.  Here  was  a  proposal  for 
a  supplementary  sum  of  £2,500,  £1,500 
of  w^hich  was  to  go  into  the  pockets  of 
the  two  learned  Gentlemen  opposite,  and 
y^t  there  was  not  a  single  protest  from 
the  Nationalist  or  the  Labour  Party, 
not  a  single  word  from  them  in  support 
of  practical  economy.  He  made  no 
complaint  of  the  salaries  of  the  two 
law  oflicers  which  were,  he  believed, 
£5,000  and  £2,500,  but  what  he  wished 
to  know  was,  was  the  extra  £1,500  for 
extra  work  done  by  them.  After  the 
admissions  made  by  the  Chief  Secretary 
and  the  two  law  officers  in  reply  to 
questions  about  the  number  of  prose- 
cutions in  Ireland,  amounting  to  many 
hundreds,  in  which  they  had  been  able 
to  effect  only  some .  half-dozen  convic- 
tions, their  efforts  did  not  appear  t.o  have 
been  very  successful.  He  entirely  and 
heartily  agreed  with  the  mover  of  the 
reduction  that  there  had  been  an  abso- 
lute breakdown  in  the  administration 
of  the  law  in  Ireland,  and  that  the  law 
officers  had  signally  failed  iji  their  duty. 
He  also  agreed  that  their  failure  was 
largely  due  to  the  spirit  infused  into  the 
Government  of  Ireland  by  the  Chief 
Secretary.  No  one  in  the  House  would 
forget  that  night  when  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary brought  iiis  fist  down  on  the  table 
with  a  bang  saying  he  would  do  nothing, 
after  cases  had  been  brought  home  to 
him  which  were  absolutely  unanswer-  | 
able  as  to  tlu)  lawless  state  of  Ireland,  i 
Be  (Mt.  Corbett)  did  not  think  that  the  | 
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policy  of  doing  nothing  carried  out  most 
effectively  by  the  law  officers  required 
extra  pay,  and  it  was  a  scandal  tihat 
the  House  should  be  asked  to  vote  this 
money  to  law  officers  who  had  failed  in 
their  duty. 

Amendment  proposed — 

*'To  leave  out  *  £2,600,'  and  insert 
'  £2,400.'— (Cap/a»»  Craig  )—instea(l thereof." 

Question  proposed,  "Thai  * £2,500' 
stand  part  of  the  said  Resolution." 

Mr.  TOMKINSON  (Cheshire,  Crewe) 
said  the  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  who 
moved  this  reduction  had  dwelt  at  great 
length  on  the  real  or  imaginary  increase 
of  crime  in  Ireland  during  the  last  few 
months,  and  had  charged  the  (3ovem- 
ment  with  grave  dereliction  of  duty.. 
But  if  they  took  the  whole  of 
the  crime,  real  or  imaginary,  in 
Ireland  and  in  England,  and  con- 
sidered it  in  proportion  to  the  popula- 
tion of  the  two  countries  they  would 
find  there  was  considerably  less  crime 
in  Ireland  than  in  England.  And  when 
one  read  such  documents  as  the  deposi- " 
tions  of  the  inspecting  officer  sent  down 
in  the  first  instance  to  investigate  the 
Glenahiry  outrage  he  had  considerable 
doubt  whether  any  outrage  at  all  was 
perpetrated. 

Mr.  T.  L.  CORBETTi.The  law  offi- 
cers  have  taken  an  entirely  different  view 
from  the  hon.  Gentleman. 


Mr.  TOMKINSON  said  the  officer  on 
that  occasion  stated  that  Lord  Ashtown 
himself,  whom  he  saw  the  next  day,  ^ 
seemed  to  treat  the  matter  as  a  hugh 
joke.  There  had  recently  been  a  special 
kind  of  lawlessness  in  Ireland  in  the  form 
of  cattle-driving,  but  apparently  great 
misapprehension  existed  in  connection 
with  that  form  of  lawlessness.  There 
was  no  cattle  stealing  in  the  country; 
there  was  no  cattle  maiming,  no  wilful 
injury  done  to  cattle.  This  cattle- 
driving  was  done  as  a  protest  against 
the  action  of  people  guilty  in  the  past  of 
a  far  worse  crime  than  that  of  cattle 
driving,  namely,  the  driving  of  men 
and  women  off  the  land. 
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said  that  all  he 
rime  had  been  much 
ade  out  to  be  far  more 
aetUrtUy   was.       Much 
it>  driving  had  been  done 
the  people  who  owned  the 
they  had  driven  the  men 
off  thut  liiiid  on  to  the  bogs 
,  and  on  the  good  lands  only 
id   sheep    were    allowed.       An 
1  l>een  passed  for   England  and 
f(*r  the  purpose   of  restoring  the  : 
e  to  the  land  and,  if  necessary,  com-  ! 
rily    acquiring    the    land    for    that  | 
se.     That  was  all  the  Irish  people  | 
ed    for*     Hon*    Members    could    not  i 
what  was  dorte  in  the  shape  of 
Virictions  after  the  greikt;  famine  of  18-18. 
One  noble  Lord  told  a  high  official  that 
he  had  cv^icted  1,800  of  these  people,  and 
when  that  noble  Lord  was  asked  where 
those  people  had  gone  to,  the  answer 
was  so  bitter  and  cynical  that  it  would 
not  bear  repetition.     He  believed  that 
a  more  conciliatory  and  reasonable  treat- 
meat  would  do  more  to  make  the  Irish 
people  contented  than  such  coercion  as 
was  advocated  by  hon.  Members  opposite. 
As   an   illustration   of   the   conciliation 
which  he  suggested,  he  might  refer  to  a 
case  which  had  been  brought  to  his  know- 
ledge by  one  of  the  Land  Commissioners 
— ^Mr.    Bailey.     In    the    case    of    that 
particular   estate,    the    owner   and   the 
occupiers  were  at  daggers  drawn.     The 
owner  was  informed  that  his  life  was  not 
safe  and  he  thought  of  getting  out  of  the 
country  and  going  to  live  in  the  South  of 
France.     Mr.  Bailey  hearing  this  went 
down  to  see  if  he  could  be  of  any  service 
in  the  matter.     He  saw  the  landlord, 
who  told  him  that  he  was  willing  to  sell 
his  land,  but  that  he  could  not  take  less 
than  twenty-five  years  purchase,  whilst 
great  pressure  was  being  put  upon  him 
to  accept  twenty-one-and-a-half     years  i 
purchase.     Mr.  Bailey  said  that  he  sat  i 
down   with  the   owner   and   went   into  i 
figures,  and  in  a  quarter  of  an  hour  con- 
vinced him  that  if  he  got  twenty-three  i 
years  purchase  he  would  be  quite  satis-  i 
fied    with    it.     Mr.    Bailey    then    went 
round  and  saw  the  Tenants  Committee.  ! 


He  got  at  that  Committee  through  the 
priest.  He  found  them  most  reasonable 
men,  and  when  he  put  the  facts  before 
them  they  agreed  to  increase  their  offer 
and  give  twenty-three  years  purchase, 
provided  that  included  in  the  purchase 
were  2,000  acres  of  grass  land  for  which 
they  were  willing  to  give  whatever  was 
asked.  In  that  conciliatory  way  the 
whole  difficulty  on  that  estate  was 
settled,  and  the  next  that  Mr.  Bailey 
heard  was  that  they  had  elected  the  land- 
lord to  be  the  chairman  of  their  Local 
District  Board  and  had  all  agreed  to 
preserve  the  game  on  the  land  for  him. 
He  submitted  that  such  action  as  that 
did  more  good  for  Ireland  than  the 
coercion  suggested  by  hon.  Members 
opposite. 


Mr.  BARRIE  (Londonderry,  N.)  said 
that  after  the  speech  of  the  hon.  Member 
for  Crewe  the  Chief  Secretary  and  the  law 
officers  might  well  exclaim :  "  Save  us 
from  our  fnends."  It  was  very  interest- 
ing to  learn  from  the  hon.  Member  that 
a  well-paid  official  in  the  Government  of 
Ireland,  Mr.  Bailey,  considered  it  within 
the  scope  of  his  duty  to  have  a  casual 
conversation  with  the  hon.  Member 
regarding  the  action  of  a  certain  landlord 
in  Ireland.  The  hon.  Member  said  that 
Mr.  Bailey  told  him  he  had  persuaded  this 
landlord  to  come  to  terms  with  his  tenants 
and  accept  twenty-three  years  ])urchase 
for  the  land.  [A  Nationalist  Member  : 
"  Too  much."]  There  was  a  telling 
answer  to  that,  namely,  that  the  Leader 
of  the  Nationalist  Party  got  twenty-four 
and-a-half  years  purchase  for  land  he  sold. 

Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN  (Kilkenny) : 
That  is  not  true. 

Mr.  STANLEY  WILSON  asked 
whether  it  was  in  order  for  an  hon. 
Member  to  say  a  statement  by  another 
hon.  Member  was  not  true. 

*Mr.  speaker  :  I  presume  the  hon. 
Member  meant  it  was  incorrect. 

Mr.  BARRIE  said  he  did  not 
object  to  the  interruption,  but  he  could 
not  accept  the  correction  of  the  hon. 
Member  until  the  figures  were  placed 
before  the  House.     So  far  as  the  question 
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of  the  outrage  at  the  house  of  Lord  Ash- 
town  was  concerned  he  was  not  quite 
sure 

♦Mr.  speaker  said  that  since  the 
hon.  Member  had  spoken  he  had  ascer- 
tained that  there  was  no  charge  in  this 
Vote  for  any  proceedings  in  connection 
with  Lord  Ashtown's  matter,  and  there- 
fore the  hon.  Member  would  not  be  in 
order  in  going  into  that. 

Mr.  BARRIE  said  th  t  that  being  so, 
he  would  pass  from  that  item  and  deal 
at  once  with  the  Vote  before  the  House. 
This  was  a  Vote  of  £2,500  for  special  legal 
expenses  incurred  during  the  last  six 
months.  The  additional  revenue  which 
went  into  the  pockets  of  the  law  officers 
was  £1,500,  which  was  at  the  rate  of 
£3,000  a  year.  He  complained  that  this 
was  the  third  Supplementary  Vote  asked 
for  since  the  session  began  and  a  fourth 
would  be  coining  before  the  House  for  the 
constabulary.  Those  four  Votes  com- 
bined meant  a  total  increase  of  the  law 
charges  for  Ireland  of  something  like 
£20,000,  due  to  the  existence  of  a  weak 
Government.  The  question  was:  Had 
any  effective  service  been  rendered  to 
the  country  for  this  expenditure;  had 
respect  for  the  law  been  restored,  and  were 
peaceful  citizens  in  the  south  and  west  of 
Ireland  allowed  to  pursue  their  callings 
without  molestation  ?  The  fact  was 
that  in  Ireland  last  year  there  were  381 
cases  of  cattle-driving,  and  proceedings 
were  taken  in  only  eighty-one  cases,  and 
out  of  572  persons  prosecuted  in  con- 
nection with  these  drives  only  five 
were  imprisoned.  In  1907  372  agrarian 
outrages  were  reported,  or  138  more  than 
in  1906,  being  the  greatest  number  since 
1903.  Proceedings  were  taken  in  forty- 
two  cases,  and  there  were  only  five 
convictions.  In  367  cases  no  one  was 
made  responsible  for  the  outrages.  It 
was  clear  that  since  the  dropping  of  the 
Peace  Preservation  Act  in  1906  the 
number  of  shooting  outrages  had  been 
four  times  as  numerous  as  in  the  previous 
year.  In  1886  the  then  Chief  Secretary 
found  over  4,800  boycotted  persons  in 
Ireland.  In  1892  that  number  was  re- 
duced to  fifteen,  and  it  was  only  since  the 
Government  came  into  power  that  boy- 
cotting had  become  rampant.  As  to 
cattle-driving,  if  the  Chief  Secretary  had 

'^   I^arrie, 


directed  prosecutions  against  the  cowards 
who  instigated  the  people  to  commit  the 
crime  it  would  never  have  assumed  such 
large  proportions.  The  action  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  in  Ireland  was  very 
different  from  the  action  of  his  colleague 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  India  in  India, 
where  there  had  been  disturbances  which 
they  all  regretted  and  where  peremptory 
measures  had  been  instituted  in  the 
interests  of  that  country  and  in  the  name 
of  duty  and  common-sense.    . 

The  chief  SECRETARY  fob  IRE- 
LAND (Mr.  BiRRELL,  Bristol,  N.)  : 
The  Secretary  for  India  is  one  of 
my  colleagues,  and  he  is  responsible 
for  and  approves  of  my  action. 

Mr.  BARRIE  said  that  that  was  one  of 
the  glaring  inconsistencies  which  were 
not  altogether  unknown  among  the 
members  of  the  present  Cabinet.  Nothing 
was  to  him  more  painful  than  to  notice 
the  growth  of  crime  and  want  of  respect 
for  the  law  owing  to  the  injudicious 
speeches  of  both  the  Chief  Secretary  and 
the  Attorney-General.  At  the  meeting 
at  Belfast  the  Attorney- General  had 
alluded  to  the  Chief  Secretary  as  "his 
dictator^"  Loose  speeches  in  Ireland 
meant  licence,  and  licence  had  brought 
the  law  into  contempt.  If  the  Govern- 
ment would  use  the  weapons  ready  to 
their  hand,  and  convince  the  people 
in  the  unsettled  parts  of  Ireland  that 
they  had  had  enough  of  lawlessness, 
a  very  different  state  of  aSairs  would 
prevail  in  a  very  few  months. 

♦The  ATTORNEY- GENERAL  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Cherry,  Liverpool,  Ex- 
change): I  desire  in  the  firat  place 
entirely  to  repudiate  what  has  been 
attributed  to  me  that  I  at  any  time 
endeavoured  to  place  the  responsibility 
for  my  actions  on  my  right  hon.  iriend 
the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland,  that  1 
attempted  in  any  way  to  throw  blame 
upon  him  or  to  subordinate  myself  to 
him  in  any  way  that  was  not  consonant 
to  my  position.  As  first  law  officer  in 
Ireland  I  am  responsible  for  the  enforce- 
ment of  the  criminal  law,  and  never  have 
I  attempted  to  throw  the  responsibility 
on  the  Chief  Secretary.  Reference  has 
been  made  to  the  meeting  I  attended 
at    Belfast    last    autumn,  which    seems 
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jQ  had  an  irritating  effect  on  hon. 

fers    for   Ulster   constituencies.     It 

'in  ft  of  the  largest  meetings  I  ever 

nb^d,    and    on  3    of    the    most    en- 

isric.      Ever   since   hon.   Members 

bsite  have   been   seizing   on   certain 

jr6Ssioii8   I   used,   and    twisting    and 

litig  those  statements  into  meanings 

boy  were  never  intended  to  bear. 

Captai-v  CRAIG  asked  the  right  hon. 

'  and  learn eii  Gentleman  whether  he  was 

aware  that  the  Chief  Secretary  himself, 

on  leaving  the  meeting,  turned  round  to 

a  friend  and  said — 

**  That  was  an  enthusiastic  meeting,  but  there 
were  Bome  people  who  were  opposed " 

[Cries  of  "  Order."] 

♦Mr.  cherry  :  That  is  another  of 
what  they  call  yams  in  Ireland.  Thero 
was  an  interruption  during  the  course 
of  the  meeting  by  someone  in  the  gallery, 
which  led  me  to  say  that  the  assertion 
that  I  had  been  dictated  to  by  my  right 
hon.   friend 

Mr.  BARRIE:  I  quoted  the  exact 
words  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman. 

♦Mr.  cherry  :  I  was  only  explaining 
how  I  came  to  use  the  words.  I  did  not 
for  a  moment  say  that  I  had  been  dic- 
tated to  by  anybody,  but  I  said  that  I 
would  not  be  dictated  to  by  anybody 
save  the  Prime  Minister  or  the  Chief 
Secretary.  I  meant  that  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary, being  a  member  of  the  Government, 
responsible  for  the  government  of  Ireland, 
and  a  Member  of  the  Cabinet,  and  the 
Prime  Minister  at  the  head  of  the  Govern- 
ment, were  the  only  persons  to  convey 
to  me  the  decisions  of  the  Government 
in  regard  to  matters  generally.  I,  not 
being  a  member  of  the  Cabinet,  had  no 
power  to  determine  any  question  of 
policy.  But  as  regards  the  administra- 
tion of  the  criminal  law,  that  is  my  duty, 
and  I  never  for  one  moment  intended, 
nor  do  I  intend,  to  repudiate  responsi- 
bility for  that.  There  has  never  been 
the  slightest  difference  between  my  right 
hon.  friend  and  myself  as  regards  the 
prosecutions.  He  is  quite  familiar  with 
everything  that  I  have  done,  and  he  has 
agreed  to  everything  that  I  have  done 
and  everything  I  have  submitted  to  him. 


Our  object  has  been,  whether  right  or 
wrong  is  for  the  House  to  determine,  to 
enforce  the  ordinary  law  strictly  and 
fairly,  and  not  to  go  one  inch  outside  the 
ordinary  law.  We  have  sought  to  be 
perfectly  impartial,  and  we  thought  that 
if  we  persisted  in  that  course  we  would 
cure  what  is  a  great  evil  in  Ireland — dis- 
trust of  the  law.  But  it  will  take  some 
time  to  do  that.  You  cannot  expect  the 
sentiments  of  a  nation  to  be  changed  in 
a  day,  and  it  needs  that  we  should  per- 
sist in  the  course  we  have  adopted.  We 
have  persisted  in  it,  and  we  have  up  to 
the  present  moment,  I  think,  had  very 
gratifying  result^ ;  because  as  a  matter 
of  fact,  as  everyone  knows  who  knows 
anything  about  affairs  in  Ireland,  the 
disturbances  which  prevailed  in  Ire- 
land during  the  autumn  have  died  down 
very  greatly,  and  the  country  is  far  and 
away  quieter  than  it  was  in  the  months 
of  October  and  November  last.  Cattle- 
driving  has  almost  entirely  disappeared  ; 
there  are  no  outrages  and  very  little  serious 
crime,  and  I  think  that  that  is  in  great 
measure  due  to  the  policy  of  the  Govern- 
ment in  fairly  administering  the  ordinary 
law  and  in  no  way  seeking  to  use  the 
much-disliked  Crimes  Act,  or  in  packing 
juries,  or  by  indirect  means  endeavouring 
to  obtain  convictions.  We  relied  on  a 
straightforward  presentation  of  the  case 
for  the  Crown  to  the  jury.  Although  we 
have  had  obstacles,  acquittals  and  dis- 
agreements, where  we  thought  there 
ought  to  have  been  convictions,  which  I 
regret  very  much,  yet  I  believe  that  the 
benefit  to  the  coimtry  will  be  greater  by 
our  administering  the  law  impartially 
than  by  any  means  that  might  be 
adopted  to  secure  convictions  in  the  way 
which  I  have  indicated.  The  hon.  and 
gallant  Gentleman  referred  to  Larkin's 
case,  and  said  that  the  change  of  venue 
in  that  instance  was  due  to  me.  He  is 
completely  under  a  misapprehension 
The  application  for  a  change  of  venue 
was  made  on  behalf  of  Larkin  himself, 
and  I  very  carefully  inquired  into  the 
matter  before  I  assented  to  it.  Affi- 
davits were  filed  which  showed  that 
undoubtedly  there  was  very  great  preju- 
dice against  Larkin  in  Belfast  among  the 
class  from  whom  the  jurors  would  have 
b3en  drawn.  It  was  asserted,  I  think,  with 
some  truth,  that  although  Larkin  was 
prosecuted  for  a  very  trivial  assault,  the 
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real  attempt  among  the  people  of  Belfast 
was  to  have  him  punished  for  being  a 
leader  of  the  strike.  I  assented  to  the 
change  of  venue  to  the  County  of  Dublin, 
which,  as  ever}'one  knows,  is  a  county 
where  the  jurors  are  of  the  very  highest 
character  and  before  whom  you  can 
obtain  a  fair  and  impartial  trial.     I    do 


Mr.  T.  L.  CORBETT:  Are  there 
hundreds  of  persons  still  in  pmoa 
owing  to  those  charges  ? 


♦MR.CHKRRY:  No,  Sir;  lam  hap 
to  say  that  there  are  none  at  preseafc 
Those  offences  I  refer  to  were  commiti 

.    ,.  ,    ,    ,^  ,  .  ,,.  I  in  the  months  of  October  and  No  vemb 

not  thmk  that  I  was  doing  anything  very  j  ^^^  ^he  persons  served  out  their  senten 
irregular;      I   was   endea^'ourlng,_  as   I  '    ^^  „,^  released.     As  far  as 


always  endeavour,  to  obtain  a  fair  and 
impartial  trial  by  a  tribunal  which  would 
not  only  be  fair  but  would  have  no  sus- 
picion of  unfairness.     There  were  other  ; 
persons  who  were  charged  with  assaults  _ 
in  Belfast  during  the  riots  which  arose, 
and   the    hon.    and    gallant    Gentleman  ' 
asked  why  there  had  not  been  a  change  i 
of  venue  in  those  cases.     The  venue  was  ■ 
not   changed   because   the    accused   did 
not   ask    for    it.      Now,    as    to    cattle- 
driving,     I     have    never    said    at    any 
time     anything    in     favour     of     it ;    I 
should    be    very    sorry    to    do    so.     I 
have  heard,  however,  a  great  deal  of  grogs 
exaggeration  as  regards  the  seriousness  of 
the    evil.     Cattle-driving   is    a   (rime  if 
partaken  in  ])y  a  large  number  of  people. 
But  as  a  matter  of  fact,  the  cattle  trade 
has  never  been  more  prosperous  in  Ire- 
land than  in  the  course  of  the  last  year. 
I  have  never  suggested  for  one  moment 
that  there  was  anything  excusable  in  it. 
I  think  it  is  a  form  of  intimidation  of  a 
particularly  bad  kind,  and  it  is  a  matter 
that  ought  to  be  stopped  if  it  can  be  put 
a  stop  to.     We  prosecuted  in  every  case 
in   which   there   was  evidence  to   bring 
before  a  jury.     We  have  brought  people, 
before   the   magistrates   and   had   them 
bound  over  to    keep    the    peace — a  far 
larger  number  than  that  mentioned  by 
the  hon.    Gentleman.     A  large   number 
of  the  persons  brought  before  the  magis- 
trates declined  to  give  bail,  and,  like  the 
suffragettes   in    London,    th(»y   went   to 
gaol.     I    think    that    several    hundreds 
went  to  gaol. 

AIk.  HARRIE  :  A  number  of  them 
were  released  immediately  afterwards, 
and  there  was  tliat  distinction  lietween 
their  case  and  that  of  the  suffrawttes. 


and  were  released.    As  far  as  I 
there  are  no  persons  in  prison  at  pr 
on  those  charges. 

:Mr.  CAMERON  CORBETT  (Glas^ 
Tradeston) :     May  I  ask  if  they  if,-pr^ 
treated    as    first-class    or    second-q.^^^^^* 

misdemeanants  ?  f "  "  ^^^ ^v 


"f-n. 


♦Mr.  CHERRY :  I  really  cannot! 
the  hon.   Member  the  informatioi 
which  he  asks.    The  amount  of  th^ 
has  been  referred  to.     We  i^iet  to<*^ 
to  the  House  with  a  Supplementary 
but  it  arises  in  a  great  measure  fra 
prosecutions  for  cattle-driving.    I  *  . 
point  out  that  the  amount  of  the  m^ 
Vote  and  the  Supplementary  Vo^" 
gether  is  only  £C5,000,  which  is  f  * ' 
deal  less  than  the  average  duiq  f- 
time  the  late  Government  was  iii 
There  were  only  two  years  wh^ 
Goveniment  was  in  office  in  wk  ' 
amount  was  less  than  this.    In  |  ^ 
Votes  for  the  Departments  of  Ags  " 
wore  added  to  the  law  charges^/"  •■ 
1899  the  sum  of  £8,000  per  anni  -'P^'i-,.,/  ; 
adaed  to  recoup  the  high  she   -"  Us^^j^^    ^ 
expenses    of   receiving   at   the  ""^"^    to  *^' 
assizes.    So  if  you  compare  the^   ^:r.f] 
1  in  previous  years,  in  fact  from  1^ 


--r 


tli,r 


P^'f, 


--^'/r 


7>/ 


present  year,  you  w^ll  find  that, :  --v./;^^  ^'^  h 


''Vf 


n- 


n 


*Mr.  rHKRRV:  The  lion 
completely  niistakm.     Not 
so  far  as  I  know,  w;i>i  rrlr.i; 
not  t«ince  last  Octal ser. 
uUr.  Chrrrn. 


Member  is 
one  person, 
mI.  '-ertainlv 


ago.    If  you  go  back  only  to  . 
amount  was  nearly  £70,000,  an  ..-    , 
£5,000  to  the  good  in  1907.    I  . .,  /"./ 
true  that  we  are  £3,000  in  exce>.,  '''' 
year,  but  last  year  the  ainoun  ,  / 
cecdingly  small  and   the  lowfsjj- 
ever  been.     I  do  not  think  that 
any  other  matters  that  the  Ho> 
like  me  to  explain. 

Lord  R.  CECTL  (MaryW 
sa^d  that  the  light  hon.  ( 
was   entitled   in    one    respec 


^'/j 


hi 


^w 


'^i'. 


''In 


it 
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symplithy  of  the  House.  .  He  had  been  so 
mifortusate  on  more  than  one  occasion 
recently  as  to  make  use  of  rather  pic- 
turesque language  in  Ireland,  and  the 
brutal  Saxon,  taking  the  words  to  mean 
exactly  what  they  said,  were  anxious 
to  know  why  the  Attorney-General  for 
Ireland  had  committed  himself  in  that 
way.  Not  long  ago  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man was  explaining  to  the  House  that 
when  he  caUed  his  countrymen  West 
African  savages  he  desired  it  to  be  under- 
stood that  the  words  were  used  in  the 
Pickwickian  sense. 

♦Mr.  CHERRY:  I  never  called  my 
fellow-countrymep  West  African  savages. 
I  said  that  cattle- driving  might  lead  to 
a  state  of  things  worse  than  that  among 
the  West  African  savages. 

Lord  R.  CECIL  said  he  understood 
that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  did  not  call 
them  directly  West  African  savages, 
but  only  conditionally  West  African 
savages.  That  afternoon  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  been  asked  something 
about  the  Chief  Secretary  being  his 
dictator,  and  he  said  that  tVat  was  only 
because  some  other  people  were  not  his 
dictators,  and,  therefore,  only  in  that 
sense  was  the  Chief  Secretary  his  dic- 
tator. But  later  on  he  had  disclaimed 
any  responsibility  in  connection  with 
policy  in  Ireland,  and  consequently 
all  his  acts  were  approved  by  the  Chief 
Secretar}',  after  discussion  with  him. 
Therefore,  it  seemed  to  be  the  fact, 
to  the  mere  Saxon  mind,  that  the  Chief 
Secretary  in  truth  did  direct  his  action, 
and  when  the  Attorney-General  referred 
to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  as  his  dic- 
tator he  was  not  very  far  out.  \Miat 
was  it  that  the  (Jovernment  had 
said  about  this  matter  over  end  over 
again  ?  They  said  that  they  had  en- 
deavoured to  enforce  the  ordinary  law. 
Thai  was  their  perpetual  statement. 
Bat  they  must  again  ask  how  it  was  that 
the  hon.  Member  for  North  Westmeath  was 
allowed  to  go  about  inciting  these  cattle- 
drivers  week  after  week,  and  month  after 
month,  in  the  most  open  and  unblushing 
way,  and  that  the  light  hon.  Gentleman 
was  only  able  to  obtain  the  assistance 
of  the  Judge  of  the  Land  Court  imd  get 
the  hon.  Member  shut  up  for  contempt 
of  Court. 
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Mr.  BIRRELL:  The  hon.  Member 
must  not  say  I  obtained  the  assistance  of 
the  Judge.  Mr.  Justice  Ross  acted  with 
the  most  perfect  independence.  The 
noble  Lord  must  not  say  I  got  him. 


Lord  R.  CECIL  said  he  owed  the  Chief 
Secretary  an  apology.  He  believed  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  always  said 
that  the  Government  had  nothing  to  do 
with  shutting  up  the  hon.  Member  for 
Westmeath. 

Mr.  BIRRELL  :    Hear,  hear. 

Lord  R.  CECIL  said  that  that  made 
the  case  all  the  stronger  against  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman.  He  apologised  for 
having  suggested  that  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary had  even  indirectly  desired  to 
enforce  the  law  against  the  hon. 
Member  for  North  Westmeath.  But  the 
broad  fact  remained  that  cattle-driving 
went  on  until  the  hon.  Member  for 
North  Westmeath  was  shut  up,  and  when 
he  was  shut  up  cattle -driving  began  to 
come  to  an  end.  The  Attorney- General 
for  Ireland  had  the  courage  to  say  that 
the  whole  thing  must  be  likened  to  the 
proceedings  against  the  sufcagettes.  The 
suffragettes,  who,  whatever  might  be 
thought  of  their  methods,  had  the  sym- 
pathy of  a  large  section  of  the  House  in 
the  objects  they  had  in  view,  had  been 
treated  not  as  first-class  but  as  second- 
class  misdemeanants.  It  was  charac- 
teristic of  the  procedure  of  the  Govern- 
ment that  they  treated  cattle-driving, 
or  appeared  to  treat  it,  as  a  matter  of 
less  importance  than  the  rather  foolish 
riots  of  the  suffragettes  in  the  streets 
of  London,  and  it  was  because  they  had 
adopted  that  attitude  that  they  had  been 
compelled  over  and  over  again  to  protest 
against  their  action.  The  Attorney- 
General  for  Ireland  had  used  a  very 
striking  phrase  when  he  said  he  had 
never  said  a  word  in  favour  of  cattle- 
driving.  Let  the  Hojse  conceive  its 
being  necessary  for  a  law  officer  of 
the  Crown  to  say  he  had  never  said 
a  word  in  favour  of  what  he  afterwards 
admitted  to  be  a  scandalous  and 
outrageous  proceeding  !  That  unconscious 
observation  displayed  more  of  the  mind  of 
the  Government  than  a  great  deal  of  their 
deliberate  utterances.  That  had  been  the 
whole   attitude  of  the   Goverumawtr— ^5;* 
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was  unnecessary  to  quote  again  the  state- 
ments that  had  been  made  by  the 
various  members  of  the  Grovemment — 
and  the  result  had  been  failure  of  the 
law  and  a  failure  to  obtain  convictions. 
He  had  listened  with  the  greatest  possible 
regret  to  the  speech  of  the  hon.  Member 
for  Crewe  who,  though  very  widely 
respected  in  that  House  and  whose 
utterances  naturally  carried  great  weight 
with  the  House,  had  committed  himself 
to  an  elaborate  minimising  of  the  actual 
outrages  that  had  occurred  and  a  defenca 
of  such  things  as  cattle-driving.  Surely 
that  was  very  unfortunate. 

Mr.  TOMKINSON  said  he  had 
defended  cattle-driving  from  the  grossly 
unfair  charges  made  against  it  in  regard 
to  cattle  stealing  and  cattle  maiming, 
such  as  Sheridan  had  perpetrated  under 
the  late  Government  and  never  been 
prosecuted  for,  and  he  had  said  that  there 
was  one  thing  worse  than  cattle-driving 
— ^the  driving  of  men  and  women  from  the 
soil. 

Lord  R.  CECIL  said  the  hon.  Member 
had  forgotten  what  appeared  to  him  the 
most  indefensible  statement  he  had 
made,  referring  to  an  outrage  which  they 
were  not  allowed  to  discuss  on  that 
occasion,  that  the  evidence  in  that  case 
had  made  him  doubt  whether  any  out- 
rages had  taken  place  in  Ireland  at  all. 


be  driven.  But  cattle-driving  was  none 
the  less  a  very  serious  offence  and 
operated  very  seriously  to  the  injur/ 
of  the  cattle.  The  hon.  Member  repre- 
sented a  very  wealthy  constituency 
largely  given  up  to  dairy  farming. 
What  would  Us  constituents  think 
if  their  cattle  were  driven  off  their  isam, 
sometimes  all  night  long,  and  left  to 
find  their  way  back  ?  It  was  a  very 
serious  offence,  and  it  was  no  answer  to 
say  it  was  better  than  driving  men. 
What  the  hon.  Member  meant  exactly 
by  driving  men  he  did  not  know,  bnt 
the  only  instance  he  had  given  was 
from  the  year  1848,  and  he  really  mi 
to  the  House — ^and  this  .was  exceedingly 
characteristic  of  these  Irish  debates— 
that  bt.cause  an  Irish  landlord  rightly 
or  wrongly  was  alleged  to  have  behaved 
in  a  brutal  and  unfeeling  way  in  1848, 
that  was  in  some  way  which  absolutely 
passed  his  comprehension  a  palliation 
for  those  who  drove  cattle  in  1907.  It 
really  was  a  perfect  scandal  that  argu- 
ments of  that  kind  should  be  used. 
The  truth  was  that  if  history  could 
only  be  wiped  off  the  face  of  the  earth, 
if  they  could  only  forget  everything 
that  had  happened  in  Ireland  in  the 
past,  if  they  could  start  with  a  perfectly 
clo^n  slate  and  deal  with  the  thing 
as  it  now  was,  they  would  be  very  far 
along  the  road  indeed  towards  the  paci- 
fication  of  Ireland  which  they  all  deured. 


That  was  really  a  most  unfortunate  obser- 1  But  these  references  to  1848,  and   some- 

vation  for  any  English  Member  to  make.  '  times    further   back    still,    did   nothing 

Outrages    had    taken    place    and    very  I  but  harm,  and  were  perfectly  irrelevant 

serious  outrages.     Men  had   been    shot,  I  —  - 

many  houses  had  been  fired  into,  and 

even  this   cattle-driving  for  which  they 

heard  these  apologies  in  the  House  had 

ended    in    outrage    of    a    most    serious 

character.     It  began  as  so  many  things    was  not  whether  the  law  was  or  was  not 


to  the  real  issue.  The  real  question  that 
the  House  had  to  consider  on  this  Vote 
was  whether  it  was  or  was  not  right 
that  the  law  should  be  enforced  in 
Ireland.    That  was  the  only  issue.    It 


seemed  to  begin  in  Ireland,  in  a  compara- 
tively mild  and  unimportant  way,  and  it 
gradually  giew,  partly  through  the  in- 
difference of  the  Irish  Government  and 
partly,  he  nmst  say,  througTi  the  culp- 
able language  often  used  by  English 
politicians  in  connection  with  outrages, 
until  it  became  a  very  serious  and  terrible 
evil.  What  really  was  cattle-driving  ? 
The  hon.  Member  said  it  was  not  cattle 


perfect.    He  did  not  believe  there  was 

\  any  such  thing  as  a  perfect  law.     The 

I  question  was  whether  they  were  going 

I  to  submit  to  outrages  against  the    law, 

,  to    lawless    attemptb    to    put    pressure 

on  the  Government  in  order  to  produce 

a  change  in  the  law,  and  to  put  pressure 

upon   individuals   in   order   to   pr^jvent 

them  from  exercising  their  legal  rights. 

That  was  the  only  question  before  them. 


stealing.  Nobody  had  ever  said  it  was  |  and  that  was  the  only  reason  why  he 
cattle  stealing.  Nor  was  it  cattle !  desired  to  criticise  the  Government, 
maiming.  That  was  sufficiently  e\adent.  because  he  did  not  think  they  had  dis- 
If  cattle  were  maimed  they  could  not  ;  charged   what   was    after    all   the   first 

Lord  U,  Cecil, 


I 
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and  by  far  the  most  important  duty  of  mont.     Had    they    chosen    to    employ 

a  Government,  namely,  to  preserve  the  the  Crimes  Act  they  could  have  seen 

law  in   all   parts  of  His  Majesty's  do-  that  law  and  order  were  enforced,  but 

minions.  the  Chief  Secretary  had  refused  because 

once  he  was  opposed  to  the  Act.     The 

Mr.  STANLEY  WILSON  said  he  should  Crovernment    stood    convicted    of    the 

like  to  say  one  or  two  words  in  regard  to  grossest  mismanagement  of  Irish  affair?, 

the  reduction  his  hon.  and  gallant  friend  It  was  only  last  year  that  the  fullest 

had    moved.     He    was    glad    that    the  warning  was  given   from  those  benches 

Attorney-General    had    repudiated    the  ^7    Members    from    Ireland    of    what 

views  of  the   hon.   Member  for  Crewe  was  bound  to  occur  if  they  continued 

with    regard    to    criminal    offences    in  in  the  way  in  which  they  were  going 

Ireland.     After  the   brilliant  speech  of  at    that    time.     The     Chief    Secretary 

the  noble  Lord,  and  the  severe  CAstiga-  called  those  hon.  Members  carrion  crows, 

tion  that  he  had  administered  to  the  and  up  to  the   present   date  the  right 

hon.  Member,    it    was   amnecessary   for  ton.    Gentleman    had    never  offered  an 

anybody    else    to    deal    with    him!     He  apology, 
could   not   help   expressing   surprise   at 

the    absence    of    hon.    Members    below  ^^    BIRRELL :      I   remember   dis- 

the    Gangway    on    such    an    occasion  tinctly  in  this  House  saving  I  regretted 

when       an       important      debate      was  having  made  that  statement, 
going   on   with    regard   to   the   country 

from  which  thev  came.  And  where  __  om  a  xtt -nxr  ttttt  o/^xt  -j  i. 
were  the  Labour  Members  who  were  ^^^.  STANLEY  WILSON  said  he  was 
always  ready  to  protest  against  un-  8P«»king  from  his  own  knowledge.  He 
necessary  expenditure,  and  where  were  had  not  made  that  assertion  mtentionally 
those  stringent  economists  many  of  and  certemly  if  the  nght  hon.  Cxentleman 
whom  had  gained  seats  at  the  last  tad  withdrawn  that  expression  he 
general  election  by  pledging  them-  withdrew  his  own  remark.^  He  had  risen 
selves  to  economy  ?  They  were  asked  ^^'^^  ^.  °1?^\,*  strong  protest  against 
to  pass  a  Vote  of  £2,500  for  the  bad  ^^'^  imjustifiable  expenditure  upon  the 
administration  of  the  present  Govern-  ^*^  ^^^®"  ^^  Ireland, 
ment  in  Ireland  in  dealing  with  these  pro- 
secutions, money  which  had  been  abso-  Mr.  BIRRELL  :  I  cannot,  of  course, 
lately  wasted,  and  might  just  as  well  altogether  explain  the  absence  of  hon. 
have  been  thrown  into  the  sea.  As  Members  below  the  Gangway,  whether 
everybody  realised,  never  probably  in  they  come  from  Ireland  or  whether  they 
the  history  of  Ireland  had  the  country  are  Labour  Members,  but  one  reason 
been  in  a  worse  condition  than  during  occurs  to  me  why  they  or  any  other 
the  last  two  or  three  months.  He  sensible  men  should  be  absent.  All  this 
heard  voices  protesting  against  that  has  been  said  before.  1  can  honestly  say 
statement,  but  he  stuck  to  it,  and  he  that  with  the  exception  of  a  remark  or 
said  moreover  that  that  condition  was  two  from  the  noble  Lord,  everything 
due  to  the  methods  of  His  Majesty's  has  been  said  before  that  could  possibly 
Government.  They  were  asked  to  pay  be  thought  of.  Possibly  to  some  hon. 
this  large  increase,  and  he  was  there  to  Members  once  is  enough.  As  for  the 
make  a  strong  protest  against  it.  £1,500  general  discussion,  everybody  knows  per- 
of  this  money  went  into  the  pockets  fectly  well  that  it  has  been  made  perfectly 
of  the  titular  head  of  the  legal  profession  plain  both  by  myself  and  others  that  there 
in  Ireland  and  his  understudy.  These  hon.  is  a  strong  difference  of  opinion  between 
Gentlemen  had  absolutely  failed  to  do  their  us  and  them  as  to  what  was  a  proper  and 
duty  in  Ireland.  They  had  absolutely  wise  course  for  the  Irish  Administration 
failed  to  gain  convictions  in  any  pro-  to  pursue  under  the  circumstances  of  last 
secutions  they  had  brought  about,  even  autumn.  They  say  we  ought  to  have 
in  cases  where  the  guilt  was  obvious  taken  more  active  measures,  that  we 
to  anybody  who  beard  the  case  as  it  ought  by  enforcing  the  Crimes  Act 
was  being  tried.  That  was  solely  due  to  have  filled  the  gaols  of  Gal  way  and 
to   the    administration    of   the    Govern-  Roscommon.       We    thought    otherwise. 
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The  allegation  that  that  marvellous 
fetish,  the  Crimes  Act,  has  only  to  be 
proclaimed  in  Ireland  for  peace  and  order 
to  reign  from  one  end  of  the  country  to 
the  other  is  a  ridiculous  statement  and 
one  that  it  is  impossible  to  support  by 
any  reference  to  history.  I  am  not  going 
into  the  question  at  length.  I  have 
stated  publicly  and  privately  what  my 
views  are  on  the  question.  An  hon. 
Gentleman  who  is  not  in  his  place  told  us 
that  he  would  never  forget  as  long  as  he 
lived  the  day  when  I  banged  the  box,  and 
said  I  would  do  nothing.  But,  oddly 
enough,  although  the  hon.  Member 
declared  that  that  incident  had  burnt 
itaelf  into  his  memory  as  the  most  awful 
within  his  experience,  he  nevertheless 
grossly  misquoted  the  Chief  Secretary  by 
ascribing  to  him  the  statement  that  he 
would  do  nothing.  What  I  really  said 
was  "  I  won't,"  meaning  thereby  that  I 
would  not  put  into  force  the  provisions 
of  the  Crimes  Act.  To  say  that  I  meant 
to  do  nothing  and  that  my  right  hon. 
friend  intended  to  do  nothing  is  disproved 
by  the  existence  of  the  Supplementary 
Vote  which  the  House  is  discussing. 
The  Irish  Office  took  all  the  steps  which 
the  ordinary  law  provided.  What  do 
hon.  Members  want  ?  Do  they  say  that 
we  arc  not  to  prosecute  these  persons 
or  put  the  ordinary  law  in  motion  ? 
And  do  they  say  that  we  ought  not  to 
have  changed  the  venue  to  Dublin  in 
order  to  obtain  a  trial  of  persons  not  on 
the  spot  where  the  crimes  took  place  ? 
Do  they  say  that  we  were  not  to  employ 
the  law  officers  of  the  Crowji,  when  it 
was  put  to  us  by  hon.  Members  opposite 
that  we  should  employ  these  most 
expensive  functionaries  ?  In  order  to 
give  importance  to  these  trials  we  did 
employ  them,  at  all  events,  hence  this 
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agreeable  to  my  right 
But  at  any  rate  we  were  bound  to  pat 
the  only  law  into  operation,  and  we  did 
it.  It  cost  more  money  than  we  estimated 
and  we  have  to  come  for  a  farther  Vote. 
Then  hon.  Members  say  :  "  What  did 
you  get  for  your  money  1"  That  is 
another  important  peculiarity  of  theis. 
They  evidently  want  a  butcher^s  bill 
to  show  that  something  happened  and 
that  certain  convictions  followed.  Cer 
tain  convictions  did  follow  as  a  matter 
of  fact.  I  cannot  see  how  hon.  Members 
can  object  to  the*  Vote  unless  they  argue 
that  we  should  have  disregarded  the 
law  from  the  first,  and  say  that  the 
state  of  things  in  Ireland  in  connection 
with  c^attle-driving  was  so  alarming  and 
appalling  that  the  ordinary  law  should 
be  put  on  one  side.  This  Vote  is  caused 
by  our  putting  the  law  into  force.  No- 
body can  deny  that  we  have  put  it  into 
force  in  many  cases.  Every  step  known 
to  the  ordinary  law  was  taken  in  our 
anxious  endeavour  to  obtain  the  ends 
of  justice  through  and  by  the  ordinary 
law.  This  is  a  proposition  which  I  shall 
never  be  ashamed  of.  I  am  surprised 
that  the  noble  Lord,' who  is  a  stickler, 
I  hope,  for  the  English  Constitution  in 
all  its  forms,  should  seem  to  think  that 
it  was  our  duty  at  once  to  seek  to  disre- 
gard the  ordinary  law  and  rush  into 
extraordinary,  unpopular,  and  demorahs- 
ing  methods.  The  noble  Lord  diDiikes 
historical  palliations  of  cattle-driving, 
and  I  quite  agree,  if  we  could  only  wipe  out 
history,  if  we  could  bay  with  the  old 
woman  that  she  never  road  history  on 
the  ground  that  bygones  should  be 
bygones.  What  happened  when  I  made 
that  very  remark  at  luncheon  at  London- 
derry, and  said — 


_^  j,^^         -  1  J.  XI  T  '     "  What  a  glorious  thing  it  would  be  if    only 

£:i,5(}(}   and   we   have    to   pay   them.     1  |  you  could  forget  your  glorious  history,    your 
do  not  wish  tx>  go  ijito  the  question  of  !  famous  siege,   your  walls,   your  statues,   and 
,    , ,         xi       1      ^      /Y»  '  ^    A.       \  other  memorials  of  that  old  world  terrible    and 

whether   the   law   olhcors   are   pjiid- too  |  ^j^^^j^^  ^gp^^^«  ^ 

much   or  not.     It   would  be   most   dis-  | 

agreeable  for  me,  situated  as  I  am,  to  do  ,  A  Tory  newspaper  next  morning  had  a 
so,  but  no  doubt  the  question  will  some  '  most   furious   article   referring   to    that 
day  be  raised  and  it  will  be  most  dis-  j  speech,  and  accused  me  of  having  the 
J/f.  BirrclL 
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impudence  to  come  down  to  London- 
derry' and  say  I  did  not  want  to  see  their 
walls,  or  their  statues,  or  their  monu- 
ments, simply  because  I  said  I  hoped 
to  live  to  see  these  old,  unhappy,  far 
of!  things  forgotten.  You  cannot  do  that 
even  in  England.  I  remember  last 
year  being  in  charge  of  an  Education 
Bill.  Had  not  history  something  to 
do  with  that  ?  Had  not  the  noble  Lord's 
history  something  to  do  with  that  ? 
I  agree  with  the  noble  Jjord,  if  only  we 
could  induce  Ireland  and  England  to 
forget  these  taings  and  look  on  the 
situation  both  as  regards  education  in 
England,  and  law  and  order  in  Ireland, 
from  the  point  of  view  of  how  things 
exist  at  the  present  moment  rather 
than  go  back  to  those  old  world  stories, 
it  would  be  a  desirable  thing.  If  the 
noble  Lord  is  ever  Chief  Secretary  for 
Ireland,  as  I  understand  he  may  be 
next  year — if  we  are  all  to  be  swept 
away  and  we  are  to  have  firm  law  and 
order  established  in  the  next  nine  months, 
surely  it  is  really  not  worth  while  for 
the  House  to  trouble  itself  much  longer 
over  this  £2,500. 

♦Mr.  STUART  WORTLEY  (Sheffield, 
Hallam) :  I  will  make  one  more  elEort 
to  convince  the  Chief  Secretary  that  the 
action  of  my  hon.  friends  behind  me 
from  Ireland  are  not  quite  so  child-like 
as  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would  have 
it  appear.  Their  objection  is  that  these 
jury  trials  and  expensive  changes  of 
venue  were  taken  at  a  stage  long  after 
it  had  become  apparent  that  they  were 
totally  futile.  Nobody  has  ever  said 
that  the  Crimes  Act  is  a  talisman  or  a 
fetish  containing  any  magic  for  doing 
away  with  crime,  but  it  enables  a  great 
many  of  these  cases  to  be  dealt  with  by 
summary  jurisdiction,  and  this  in  itself 
would  have  produced  the  necessary  effect 
upon  the  minds  of  evildoers.  I  will  tell 
the  Chief  Secretary  what  some  of  us 
think  of  his  conduct  in  :  ot  making  use 
of  the  Crimes  Act.  We  think  it  is 
pedantic  and  pharasaical,   if  not  some- 
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thing  worse,  for  it  is  accompanied  by  a 
cynical  indifference  to  the  sufferings  of 
individuals,  which  ought  not  to  have 
been  indulged  in  by  a  British  Minister. 

Mr.  BYLES  (Salford,  N.)  said  he  had 
risen  only  for  a  minute  to  say  that 
there  were  many  hon.  Members  ou 
that  side  of  the  House  who  absolutely 
disagreed  with  the  statements  which 
had  just  been  made,  and  who 
were  desirous  of  supporting  the  Chief 
Secretary  in  the  course  which  he  had 
taken.  Hon.  Members  on  the  opposite 
side  of  the  House  wanted  the  right  hon. 
(Jentleman  to  put  the  Crimes  Act  iu 
force ;  but  they  must  know,  and  every- 
body who  had  looked  at  recent  Irish 
history  must  know  that  to  have  adopted 
the  Crimes  Act  during  this  recent  agita- 
tion would  have  made  things  ten  times 
worse.  The  right  hon.  Gtentleman  had, 
however,  by  gentle  means  and  patience 
quelled  the  agitation  which  was  trouble- 
some, and  had  succeeded  in  bringing 
Ireland  out  of  it  even  though  it  had  a 
strong  grievance  behind  it,  because  of 
these  untenanted  grazing  farms  being  let 
under  a  system  which  was  an  evasion  of 
all  the  advantages  which  recent  land 
legislation  had  granted  to  Ireland, 
nimely,  the  eleven  months  system  under 
which  no  tenancy  could  grow  up. 
Everyone  knew  that  in  Ireland  the 
moment  a  man  went  on  the  land  the 
tenant  right  began  to  inure,  but  in  these 
cases  the  men  did  not  become  tenants  at 
all,  they  only  acquired  the  right  for  their 
cattle  to  go  on  the  ground  and  eat  the 
grass.  It  seemed  to  him  to  l^e  a  strange 
thing  that  hon.  Members  opposite  should 
resist  so  long  for  a  second  time  this  Vote 
for  criminal  prosecutions  when  the  whole 
of  their  speeches  had  been  devoted  to 
saying  that  there  had  not  been  criminal 
prosecutions  enough.  It  seemed  to  him 
a  most  inconsistent  position  for  men  who 
were  complaining  that  the  Government 
had  not  used  the  administration  of  the 
law  in  overtaking  criminals  to  set  to 
work   to   complain    of   what    they   had 
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done.  He  could  only  say  once  more 
that  lie  and  his  fellow  Members  on  that 
side  of  the  House  had  the  greatest  ad- 
miration for  the  patience  and  the  reti- 
cence which  had  been  shown  by  the 
Chief  Secretary  in  this  matter,  and  were 
delighted  at  the  success  w^hich  he  had 
achieved.  The  reason  they  had  not 
had  more  convictions  was  obvious. 
When  hon.  Members  opposite  set  about 
prosecutions  they  meant  to  have  convic- 
tions even  if  it  was  necessary  that  the 
judge  or  magistrate  should  take  a  con- 
viction in  his  pocket.  [Cries  of  "With- 
draw."] The  reason  why  they  could  not 
get  convictions  from  Irish  juries  was 
because  the  neighbours  of  the  accused 
were  in  sympathy  with  him.  [Ironical 
cries  of  "  Hear,  hear."]  Well,  what 
was  the  jury  system  at  all  except,  as  he 
understood  it,  the  right  of  trial,  which  had 
been  acquired  and  enjoyed  for  so  many 
centuries,  by  twelve  of  one's  peers.  If 
their  peers  did  not  disapprove  of  what 
they  had  done  then  they  went  free. 

Lord  R.  CECIL  said  he  would  remind 
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and  in  that  endeavour  the  Goyeravil 
had  the  support  of  their  CoUoTezi 
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Sib  F.  BANBUBY  Baidbeiroaliill 
the  hon.   Member  to  remember  ^t| 
nation  could  not  be  coerced  whn 
Licensing  Bill  came  on  for  Second  Ml 
ing.    He  had   only  risen  to  addmil 
Question  to  the  Chief    Secretan,  ^l 
had    waxed    extremely    indignufc  k 
cause,    he    said,      hon.     Hemben  il 
that  side  of  the     House    desired  lii| 
to    do   something,    and    when  be  kll 
done  something,  and  there  had  beail 
increase  in  the  law  charges,  thej^l 
jected  to  pay  for  putting  the  miSm\ 
law  into  motion.    The  right  hon.  Gedtl 
man  said :     "  Enough  of  this  objectii| 
to  this  £2,500.    Let  us  have  our  £2^ 
and  go  home  to  dinner."    He  diditl 
know  whether  the  right  hon.  Gendaai| 
was  in  the  House  when  the  Attonq' 
Ceneral  for  Ireland  said  that  the  Gores- 
ment  would  not  pack  juries  in  oidn  to 
obtain  convictions.    Of  course  the  «ul 
**  packed  "  might  be  taken  in  two 
and  what  the  Lrish  Nationalists  ealM 


the  hon.  Gentleman  that  every  juryman    "  V^^^^%  "  was  challenging  juries  irh 


was  sworn  to  find  a  verdict  according  to 
the  evidence  whether  he  approved  or  dis- 
approved 


Mr.  BYLES  said  in  that  case  it  ap- 
peared that  the  juries  did  not  think 
the  e\'idenre  sufficient,  and  hon.  Mem- 
bers opposite  must  remember  that  it 
was  impossible  to  coerce  a  nation. 
What  the  Government  had  been  doing 
was  to  try  to  persuade  the  people  to 
respect  the  law  which  governed  them. 
Why  did  the  people  despise  the  law  ? 
Because  we  had  not  given  them  laws 
of  which  they  approved,  and  unless  a 
Government  could  govern  a  nation  in 
accordance  wdth  the  will  of  a  nation 
they  had  failed.  The  object  of  the 
present  Government  was  to  make  people 
in  Ireland  respect  the  law  as  the  people 
in  England  and  Scotland  respected  it, 

Mr.  Bf/les. 


were  likely  to  disregard  their  oath,  tni 
not  return  a  verdict  according  to  tk 
evidence.    What  they  on   that  ride  A 
the    House  meant  was   putting  on  tk 
jury  a  man  who  would  obey  his  otAi 
and  who  when  a  breach  of  the  law  hai 
been  proved,  woidd  give  a  verdict  wlucl 
would  secure  a  conviction.     It  seemed 
to  him  that  the  Chief  Secretary  made 
a  little  slip  when  he  said  that  they  had 
taken  all  the  steps  they  could  to  put 
the  ordinary  law  in  force.    In  England 
and  Scotland,   and  he  thought  it  was 
the  same  in  Ireland,  a  juror  could  be 
challenged  if   it   was   thought  that  he 
was  interested  on  either  side  or  that 
he  was  not  likely  to  do  his  duty  accord- 
ing to  his  oath.     He  presumed  that  that 
was  correct  as  he  had  not  been  inter- 
rupted.    That  being  so,    the  argument 
brought  forward  by  the  right  hon.  (Jentle- 
man  was  fallacious. 


5  Supjjly 

Mr.  BIRRELL  :    Why  ? 


Sir  F.  BANBURY  said  the  right  hon. 
»ntleman  had  not  taken  all  the  steps 
a  could  to  enforce  the  ordinary  law. 

Hb.  BIRRELL  :  We  did  challenge. 


Sir  F.  BANBURY  asked,  if  that  was  so, 

'  the  Attorney-General  reconciled  that 

'^Stetement  with  the  statement  that  he 

-  "^ivoald  not  pack  juries  to  obtain  convic- 

^rtftons.    The   challenging   of   jurors    was 

^Bone  to  remove  men  who,  it  was  thought, 

^would  not  give  a  verdict  in  accordance 

-"with  the  evidence,  and  to  put  on  others 

^^ivlio   would.     The   Nationalist   Members 
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Government  spent  a  certain  amount  of 
money  in  enforcing  law  and  order,  and 
the  result  was  that  when  the  Chief 
Secretary  took  office  he  said  that  Ireland 
was  in  a  more  peaceful  state  than  it 
had  been  for  600  years.  Was  it  not 
worth  while  to  spend  a  little  money  to 
obtain  that  result?  If  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  (Gentleman  had  followed  in  the 
footsteps  of  the  Unionist  Government 
the  House  would  not  have  been  asked 
to  vote  this  additional  sum.  He  had 
no  objection  to  vote  not  only  what 
was  asked,  but  £5,000  if  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  did  something  for  it, 
!  but  he  did  object  to  pay  him  fees  to 
conduct  cases  in  Court  when  he  knew 


t.  ^^tlled  that  packing.  That  was  a  mis-  '  perfectly  well  what  was  going  to  happen. 
^Iiomer,  and  the  word  should  never  have  If  he  did  not  know,  he  was  not  fit  for  the 
-V-  Iwen  applied.     He  felt  a  certain  amount    great  position  which  he  occupied.     Over 


<A  sorrow  for  the  Attorney-Greneral  in 
?=^kaving  to  get  up  and  answer  the  charge 
brought    against    him.     It    seemed    to 
%~Um  that  the  rig'it   hon.   and  learned 
.Gentleman  was  in  what  in  slang  lan- 
guage was  called  a  tight  place.    The  last 
ttgmnent  advanced  was  the  very  worst. 


and  over  again  Judges  had  summed  up 
for  convictions  and  over  and  over  again 
juries  had  disagreed  or  acquitted  the 
persons  accused.  They  could  not  get 
him  to  believe  that  a  lawyer  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman's  position  and 
learning    did    not  know  when  he  went 


namely,   that  the   present  Government   into  Court  that  he  was  going  to  get  a 

were  doing  no  worse  than  the  Unionist   good  fee  and  nothing  else. 

Ck>vemment  did  ten  or  fifteen  years  ago, 

because   they   were   spending   no   more  !      Question  put. 

money.    By  those  words  the  right  hon.  j 

and  learned  Gentleman  condemned  him-  {      The     House     divided  : — Ayes,    216 ; 

mU.    Ten  or  fifteen  years  ago  the  Unionist  I  Noes,  49.    (Division  List  No.  46.) 
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Robertson,Sir  G.Scott(  Bradford 

Robson,  Sir  William  Snowdon 

Rogers,  F.  E.  Newman 

Rose,  Charles  Day 

Rowlands,  J. 

R  unci  man,  Walter 

Samuel,  Herbert  L.  (Cleveland) 

Srarisbrick,  T.  T.  L. 

Scars,  J.  E. 

Seaverns,  J.  H. 

Seddon,  J. 

Seely,  ('olonel 


liejiOi'f. 


m 


Shackleton*  David  James 
Shaw,  Charles  Edw.  (Staffoni) 
Shipman,  Dr.  John  G. 
Siloock^  ThomoA  Ball 
Simon,  John  Allsebrook 
Sinclair,  Rt.  Hon.  Jchn 
Smeaton,  Donald  Mackenzie 
Soares,  Ernest  J. 
Stewart,  Halley  (Greenock  v 
Stewart-Smith,  D.  (Kendab 
Straiis,  B.  S.  (Mile  End) 
Stuart,  James  (Sunderland) 
Summerbell,  T. 
Taylor,  John  W.  (Durham) 
Taylor,  Theodore  C.  (RadcUffe) 
Tennant,Sir  Edward  (Sali^bun* 
Tcnnant,  H.  J.  (Berwickshire) 
Thomasson,  fVanklin 
Thomp8on,J.W.H.  (Someraet,E 
Tomkinson,  James 
Torrance,  Sir  A.  M. 
Toulmin,  George 
Trevelyan,  Charles  Philips 
Vemey,  F.  W. 
Walsh,  Stephen 
Ward,  John  (Stoke  upon  Trent  > 
Ward,  W.Dudley  (Southampton 
Waring,  Walter 
Wason,Rt.Hn  E.(C1ackmannan 
Wason,  John  Cat  heart  (Orknev) 
Waterlow,  D.  8. 
Watt,  Henry  A. 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
Whitbread,  Howard  " 
White,  J.  D.  (Dumbartonshire  ;• 
White,  Luke  (York,  E.  R.) 
Whitley,  John  Henry  (Halifax ) 
Wiles,  Thomas 
Williamson,  A. 
Wills,  Arthur  Walters 
Wilson,  Henry  J.  (York,  W.  F.> 
Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Mid) 
Wilson,  J.  H.  (Middlesbrough) 
WlUon,  P.  W.  (St.  Pancras,  S.) 
Wilson,  W.  T.  (Westhoughton) 
Wood.  T.  M*Kinnon 
Yoxall,  James  Henrj' 

Tellers  fob  the  Ayes — ilr^ 
Whiteley  and  Mr.  J.  A. 
Pease. 


NOES. 


Acland-Ho<Kl,Rt.  Hn.SirAlex.F 
Anson,  Sir  William  Rcynell 
Balcarres.  Lord 

Balfour.Ht  Hn.A.J  (CityLond.) 
B;uihnrv.  Sir  Frederick  (icorge 
Barrie,  H.  T.  ( Londonderry, N.) 
Beach.Hn.Michael  Hiigli  Hicks 
Be<rkett,  Hon.  (Jerva>e 
Bignold.  Sir  Arthur 
Boyle.  Sir  Edward 
Bridge  man,  W.  Olive 
Cljambcrlain,Rt.Hn.J.A  (Wore 
Clivc,  Percy  Archer 
Cochrane,  Hon.  Thos.  H.  A.  E. 
Corbctt,  A.  Cameron  (Glasgow) 


Craik,  Sir  Henry 

I)u  ('ro8,  Arthur  Philip 

Duncan,  Robert  (Lanark,Govan 

Fell,  Arthur 

Fletcher,  J.  S. 

Forster,  Henry  William 

Gretton,  John 

Guinness,  Walter  Edward 

Hamilton,  Marquess  oi 

Harrison- Broadlej',  H.  B. 

Hay,  Hon.  Claude  George 

Heat  on,  John  Henniker 

Houston,  Robert  Paterson 

Hunt,  Rowland 


Kimber,  Sir  Henry 
Morpeth,  Viscount 
Nicholson, Wm.  G.  (Petersfield)- 
Percy,  Earl 

Rawlinson,  John  Frederick  Peel 
Ronaldshay,  Etvrl  of 
Rutherford,  John  (Lancashire) 
Rutherford,  W.  W.  (Liverpool) 
Sloan,  Thomas  Henry 
Smith,AU'l  H.  (Hertford,  East) 
Starkey,  John  R. 
Stone,.  Sir  Benjamin 
Talbot,  Lord  E.  (Chichester) 
Thomson, W.Mitchell.  (Lanark^ 
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Tuke,  Sir  John  Batty 

Valentia,  Viscount 

Wilson.A.  Stanley  (York,  E.  R. 


{17  March  1908} 

Wortley.Rt.  Hon.  C.  B.  Stuart- 
Wyadhara,  Rt.  Hon.  George 
Younger,  George 


Supply  Bin. 
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Tellers  for  the  Noes — Cap- 
tain Craig  and  Mr.  T.  L. 
Corbett. 


Resolution  agreed  to. 
LONDON    ELECTRIC    SUPPLY    BIIJL 

[IX)RDS]. 

Motion  made  and  Question  **  That 
the  Lords  Message  [5th  March],  '  That 
it  is  desirable  that  the  London  and 
District  Electricity  Supply  Bill  [Lords], 
the  London  Electric  Supply  Bill  [Lords], 
and  the  London  (Westmuister  and 
Kensington)  Electric  Supply  Companies 
Bill  [Lords]  be  referred  to  a  Joint 
Committee  of  both  Houses  of  Parliament,' 
be  now  considered"  (by  Order). — {The 
Chairman  of  Ways  and  Means) — put  and 
agreed  to. 

The  PRESIDENT  of  the  BOARD  of 
TRADE  (Mr.»  Lloyd-George,  Carnarvon 
Boroughs) :  I  have  very  reluctantly 
to  move  "  That  this  House  doth  disagree 
with  the  Lords  in  the  said  Resolution." 
At  the  present  moment  I  express  no 
opinion  at  all  about  the  merits  of  the  Bill 
itself.  I  do  not  think  it  would  be  fair  to 
do  so,  because  it  would  prejudice  the 
consideration  of  the  proposals  contained 
in  the  Bill.  I  do  not  think,  however,  that 
the  course  suggested  in  the  Resolution  is 
the  best  method  of  investigating  the 
merits  of  this  Bill,  and  more  especially 
of  investigating  the  details  of  these 
various  propositions.  As  all  those  who 
have  been  engaged  upon  the  investigation 
of  this  question  know,  it  is  a  very  difficult 
one  indeed.  There  have  been  several 
proposals  brought  before  the  House  for 
the  supply  of  electric  power  to  London 
during  the  last  four  or  five  years,  all  of 
them  more  or  less  of  a  different  character, 
and  up  to  the  present  we  have  not  suc- 


ceeded in  securing  any  proposal  which 
has  obtained  the  confidence  of  the  House 
or  of  the  Committee  after  inquiry  into 
the  details  of  the  Bills  sent  upstairs.  My 
own  personal  opinion  is  that  no  settle- 
ment of  this  very  thorny  and  complicated 
problem  is  possible  unless  some  measure 
of  agreement  is  come  to  between  all  the 
parties  engaged.  There  is  a  very  general 
feeling  that  something  ought  to  be  done, 
and  done  quickly,  for  the  purpose  of 
supplying  London  with  cheap  electricity 
for  power  purposes.  I  think  it  is  a  great 
scandal  that  something  has  not  been 
done  before,  because,  after  all,  it  is  almost 
entirely  a  business  matter,  and  it  is  a  great 
pity  that  it  should  have  become  a  question 
which  has  engaged  parties  as  if  it  were 
purely  a  political  problem,  which  it  is  not. 
I  cannot  help  feeling,  however,  that  we 
are  approximating  towards  a  reasonable 
settlement  and  a  compromise.  If  these 
Bills  go  to  a  Committee  of  the  Lords  and 
are  examined  there  carefully,  I  think 
that  by  the  time  they  come  down 
here  the  parties  will  be  in  a  better  posi- 
tion— I  will  not  say  frame  of  mind — to 
consider  the  best  way  of  putting  some- 
thing through  that  will  ensure  general 
consent.  That  is  one  reason  why  I  think 
it  will  not  be  facilitating  inquiry  into  this 
subject  to  have  a  Joint  Committee  of  both 
Houses  of  Parliament.  If  a  Committee 
of  the  kind  suggested  in  the  Resolution 
were  set  up,  what  would  happen  ?  The 
Bills  would  go  to  that  Committee  who 
would  arrive  at  some  conclusion 
\\'ith  regard  to  them  in  the  course  of  the 
next  few  weeks,  probably  before  opinion 
has  matured  for  the  full  consideration  of 
this  problem  from  the  broader  point  of 
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view.     I  think  that,  even  before  a  Com-  I  to    proceed  with    some    of  the  Bilk  oa 


mittee  considers  it  in  this  House 
there  ought  to  be  a  conference  between 
all  the  parties  concerned  to  see 
whether  there  are  not  some  general 
principles  upon  which  agreement  can 
be  secured.  I  must,  therefore,  oppose, 
and  I  do  so  reluctantly,  this  proposal  that 
a  Joint  Committee  of  both  Houses  of 
Parliament  should  have  this  question 
referred  to  it.  I  do  not  wish  it  to  be 
inferred  that  there  is  any  opposition  on 
the  part  of  the  Government  fo  any  one  of 
these  proposals  or  any  of  these  Bills.  I 
shall  confine  myself  at  present  to  resisting 
this  proposal  because  I  do  not  think  it  will 
accomplish  the  object  which  those  who 
wish  for  a  cheap  electrical  supply  for 
London  have  in  mind.  For  that  reason 
alone  I  oppose  the  proposition  on  the 


the  Paper.  He  trusted  that  the  Govern- 
ment would  not  persist  in  preventing 
them  doing  business  when  they  had  got 
two  or  three  hours  which  they  might 
conveniently  spend  in  discussing  the 
Bills  of  private  Members,  some  of  which 
had  besn  before  the  House  and  the 
country  for  years.  He  could  not  under- 
stand why  the  (rovemnaent  should  inter- 
vene and  stop  business  being  done. 
The  Government  had  offered  no  explana- 
tion, and  if  the  Whips  were  consulted 
they  would  reply  that  they  had  got 
orders  to  proceed  in  this  way.  He 
objected  to  the  business  of  the  country 
being  stopped  In  that  way.  He  would 
like  to  see  some  of  those  Bills  sent  to 
Committee.  They  had  set  up  a  lot 
of  Committees  for  the  purpose  of  doing 


Paper,  and  I  trust  the  House  will  see  that !  business,  and  there  wai  but  little  for  them 
it  is  not  in  the  public  interest  to  pass  it.  j  to  do  just  now.  There  was  one  measure, 
I  therefore  move  "  That  this  House  doth  ;  the  Police  Superannuation  (Gotland)  Bill, 
disagree  with  the  Lords  in  the  said  which  might  conveniently  be  dealt  with 
Resolution."  ,  in  this  way.    That  was  a  measure  which 

I  had  been  before  the  House  for  a  good 

Motion  made,   and    Question,   "  That ;  many  years.    He  would  not  go  into  the 

this  House  doth  disagree  with  the  Lords  j  merits  of  the  Bill,  but  he  thought  they 

in    the    said   Resolution." — [Mr,   Lloyd-  \  might  be   allowed    to    discuss    it    now, 

I  especially  as  that  might  be  their  only 

j  opportunity.    He  hoped  the  Government 

would  recognise  that  the  unpaid  Members 

I  of  the  House  were  willing  to  stop  and  do 

the    business    of    the    country,    and  he 

hoped   the   Government  would   consent 

ADJOURNMENT.  ;  *^  *^^^^'  ^^^  House  to  proceed  with  the 

,,       ,      .  ;  Orders  of  the  Day. 

Mr.    j.    a.    pease,  m    moving    the 

adjournment  of  the  House,  gave  notice 

of  a  Motion  for  to-morrow  to  suspend  the 

Eleven  o'Clock  Rule. 


George) — put  and  agree  1  to. 

j 
Message  to  the  Lords  to  acquaint  them 

therewith. 


Question,  ''  That  this  House  do  now 
adjourn."  —  (A/r.  Joseph  P«wc)— put,  and 
agree  i  to. 


♦Mr.  MORTON  (Sutherland)  said  that  | 
as  they  had  got  through  the  business  j 
early  he  hoped  that  they  might  be  allowed  I 

Mr.  Lloyd-George. 


Adjourned  accordingly  at  twenty* 
five  minutes  after  Eight 
o'clock. 
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HOUSE   OF    LORDS. 
Wednesday,  18/A  March,   1908. 


PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

Argentine  North  Eastern  Railway  Bill 
"[h.l.]  ;  Margate  Corporation  Bill  (Peti- 
tion for  additional  Provision) ;  Bristol 
Docks  Bill  [H.L.] ;  Ards  and  Bangor 
Railways  Bill ;  London  United  Tram- 
ways Bill ;  Cambrian  Railways  Bill 
(Petition  for  Bill) — Examiners'  Certifi- 
cates of  non-compliance  with  the  Standing 
Orders  referred  to  the  Standing  Orders 
Committee  on  Wednesday  next. 

Norwich  Union  Fire  Insurance  Society 
^  Bill    [H.L.] ;       Interoceanic    Railway   of 
Mexico     Bill      [h.l.]. — Reported,      with 
Amendments. 

Madras  Railway  Company  (Annuities) 
:  Bill. — Reported,    without    Amendments. 


Stratford-upon-Avon,    Towcester,    and 
Midland    Junction    Railway,    Evesham,  !  to  lie  on  the  Table. 

I  Redditch,  and  Stratford  -  upon  -  Avon  |  0 

Junction  Railway,  and  East  and  West 

,  Junction  Railway  (Amalgamation)  Bill 
[h.l.].— Read  2%  and  committed.  The 
Committee  to  be  proposed  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  Selection. 


as  nearly  as  may  be,  as  the  information 
supplied  in  the  House  of  Commons 
Paper,  No.  417,  of  Session  1881 ;  and 
also  their  population,  and  the  annual 
value  of  their  trade  with  the  United 
Kingdom,  so  far  as  it  can  be  given,  for 
the  latest  year  for  which  figures  are 
available.     Ordered  to  be  vacated. 

Papers  relating  to  the  machineiy 
and  cost  of  elections  in  certain  British 
Colonies. 

CHEOKWEIGHING  AT  LIME  AND  CEMENT 
WORKS,  ETC. 

Reports  to  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Home  Department  by  the  Depart- 
partmental  Committees  on  checkweighing 
in  : — Cement  works  and  chalk  quarries  ; 
and  limeworks  and  limestone   quarries. 

[     TRADE  REPORTS  :  ANNUAL    SERIES 
I      No.  3962.  Servia  (trade  for  1906). 

No.   3963.  Hungary  (economic  condi- 
ition,  1906-1907). 

Presented  (by  command),  and  ordered 


London  and  District  Electricity  Supply 
Bill  [h.l.]  ;  London  Electric  Supply 
Bill  [h.l.]  ;  London  (Westminster  and 
Kensington)  Electric  Supply  Companies 
.  Bill  [h.l.]. — Message  from  the  Commons 
'  that  they  disagree  with  this  House  in 
the  Resolution  communicated  to  them 
on  the  5th  instant,  viz.  : — "  That  it  is 
desirable  that  the  said  Bills  be  referred 
to  a  Joint  Committee  of  both  Houses 
of  Parliament." 


CRIMINAL  APPEALS. 
Rules  made  with  the  approval  of  the 
Lord  Chancellor  and  the  Secretary  of 
State  by  the  Lord  Chief  Justice  and 
the  Judges  of  the  Court  of  Criminal 
Appeal. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 


1  TRANSVAAL     GOVERNMENT     GUARAN- 
TEED LOAN. 

I  Treasury  Minute,  dated  25th  February, 
I  1908,  embodying  the  Treasury  guarantee 

of  the  Transvaal  Treasury  Bills  issued 
I  imder  Section  1  (3)  of  the  Transvaal 
I  Loan  (Guarantee)  Act,  1907,  on  1st 
]  February,    1908,  to  a  total  amount  of 

£500,000. 

Laid  before  the  House   (pursuant   to 
Act),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table. 


COLONIES. 

The  Proceedings  of  11th  August, 
1905,  ^relating  to  the  presentation  of  a 
return  of  the  cost  of  the  several  Colonies, 
Protectorates,  and  Dependencies  of  the 
British  Empire  at  the  expense  of  the 
British  Exchequer  for  each  of  the  years 
irom  1853  to   1903,  in  the  same  form, 

VOL.  CLXXXVT.    [Fourth  Series.] 


NEW  BILL. 

THRIFT  AND  CREDIT  BANKS  BILL  [h.l,J. 

A  Bill  to  facilitate  the  formation  of 
Thrift  and  Credit  Banks  was  presented 
by  the  Lord  Wenlock ;  read  P,  and  to 
be  printed.     [No.  31.] 

S 
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ELEMENTARY    EDIT'ATTOX   (ENGLAND  [  a  very  wise  modification  of  the  ori^l 
AND  WALES)  BILL  [h.l.].  scheme,  and  I  hope  your  Lordships  will 

A  Bill  to  amend  the  Acts  relating  j  understand  that  what  was  in  the  miiid 
to  elementary  education  in  England  |  of  Lord  Selbome,  who  was  responible 
and  Wales  was  presented  by  the  Lord  for  this  scheme,  and  in  my  own  miud 
Bishop  of  St.  Asaph ;  read  T*,  to  be  was  that  we  must  not  be  blindly  tied  to 
printed ;  and  to  be  read  2*^  on  Monday,  every  detail  of  every  scheme  we  may 
the  30th  instant.     [No.  32.]        .  \  bring  forward. 

OFFICI  \L  DIRECTORY  OF  Nl'RSES  BILL  ;  Every  scheme  may  be  liable  to  som? 
[ii.i,.].  changes,  and  m  so  far   as  the  change? 

A  Bill  to  provide  for  the  establishment  i  are  wisely  and  carefully  considered  by 
of  an  official  directorv  of  nurses  was  the  Board  of  Admiralty,  they  wm  alwavs 
presented  bv  the  Lord  Balfour  ;  read  1'^  receive  most  careful  consideration  by  the 
to  be  printed;  and  to  be  read  2'^  on  i  authors  of  the  original  scheme.  There 
Thursday,  2nd  April  next.  [No.  33.]  may  be  m  the  future  difficulties  to  face 
*^  with  respect  to  this  scheme,  but  I  do  not 

believe  myself  that  they  are  likely  to  be 
THE  NAVV.  in  any  way  insuperable  or  beyond  onr 

Earl  CAWDOR  rose  to  call  attention  powers  of  dealing  with  them.  I  think 
to  the  statement  of  the  First  Lord  of  the  ^^  \Nnll  be  a  satisfaction  to  the  countir 
Adniiraltv  exphiuatory  of  the  Navv  and  to  your  Lordships-Ksertainly  it  is  a 
Estimates;  and  to  Inove  for  Paper^.  ?reat  satisfaction  to  the  originators  o; 
The  noble  Eari  said :  iMv  Lords,  I  do  this  scheme  my  distinguished  prede- 
not  think  that  any  apolojrV  is  necessary  ^'^ssor  Lord  Selbome  and  the  able  Board 
to  your  Lordships  for  calling  attention  associated  with  him—to  find  that  whereas 
this  afternoon  to  the  ver^'  important  ^he  present  Board  of  Admiralty  and  the 
matters  which  are  necessarily  involved  "oble  Lord  ^asely  accepted  the  scheme 
in  the  statements  to  which  I  refer.  I  i  provisionally  in  order  to  see  how  it 
shall  deal  fii^t  of  all  with  a  few  points',  worked,  they  have  after  careful  c<)ii- 
of  minor  importance— minor  in  so  far  sideration  put  theur  seal  practically 
as  they  do  not  overshadow  in  anv  way  *<>  ^^^  scheme  as  originally  embodied 
the  greater  issues  we  have  to  deal  with  ,  '^^^re  are  one  or  two  changes  that 
later  on,  and  important  in  themselves  i  ^^^ve  taken  place  within  the  last  year 
as  showing  the  general  progress  of  naval  i  to  which  I  wish  to  refer.  One  change 
p^lj^.^.  ]  is  with  reference  to  the  supply  of  ammuni- 

mi_'        1 1    T     J  •     T    vj^  i.         i.  ^  11    '  tion    and   guns.     I    understand    it    has 
The  noble  Ix>rd  m  hbs  Statement  tells    ^^^^^  ^^^^^^^  ^^^  j^  £^^„^  ^^^  Admiralty 
us  first  of  all  with  respect  to  the  new  .  ^^,^1^  ^^^^  ^j^^j^  ^^,^  responsibility  yAx\ 
systeni  of  ontn'  and  trainm-  of  officers  ,  ^.^^^  ^^  ^^^  ^       1     ^^^  i^^^  ^^  ^^^ 
for  the  .Navy  that  the*  scheme  laid  down  ;  r^^^^  ^o  me  to  be  a  move 

a  few  years  a<ro  is  answering  its  expecta-  ;  ^bg^i^^elv  in  the  right  direction,  and  I 
tions,  and,  I  understand    is  considered  ;  ^^^^^^  ^j^^-J.  ^^^  j^^j^s  of  it  may  be  satis- 
to  be  generally  very  satisfactorj'.     Your  :  *    ^ 
Lordships  will  note   with  some  interest ; 

that  recently  the  cadets  who  have  passed  !  Your  Lordships  will  remember  a  most 
through  Osborne  and  Dartmouth  have  \  interesting  debate  upon  some  ques- 
proceeded  on  a  training  cruise  in  the  \  tions  which  arose  out  of  a  scheme  of 
training  cruisers  allocated  for  that  pur-  !  the  London  County  (^ouncil  as  to  their 
pose.  That  cruise  is  to  last  six  months,  electric  generating  station  in  the  neigh- 
and  I  undtTstand  that  some  modification  bourhood  of  Greenwich  Hospital.  I  am 
of  the  original  scheme  has  now  been  ■  glad  to  hear  that  the  difficulties  which 
sanctioned  by  the  Board  of  Admiralty,  a])peared  likely  to  arise  have  been, 
under  which  these  cadets  after  their  six  in  the  view  of  the  Board  of  Admiralty, 
months  training  cruise  will  proceed  further  successfully  and  satisfactorily  overcome. 
for  five  years  by  serving  at  sea  before  I  remember  that  interesting  debate, 
they  can  in  any  way  specialise  in  the  and  I  do  not  think  that  any  of  your 
different  classes  of  work  they  are  desirou-* "  Lordships  will  easily  forget  two  or  three 
of  taking  up.     That  appears  to  me  to  be    of  the  speeches  that  were  then  delivered. 


497 


The 


{18  March  1908} 


One  was  from  a  noble  Lord  whose  absence 
we  all  regret,  and  whose  lossVwe  all 
mourn — I  mean  Lord  Kelvin.  Another 
speech  came  from  Lord  Crawford,  and 
both  speeches,  I  am  afraid,  produced 
this  result  on  me,  that  they  taught  me 
how  very  little  I  knew  of  the  subjects 
which  occupied  the  attention  and  exer- 
cised the  brains  of  some  of  the  ablest 
men  in  the  country.  These  are  things 
we  remember  with  pleasure,  and  if  the 
speeches  of  these  noble  Lords  on  that 
day  did  nothing  but  bring  about  the 
result  which  was  subsequently  arrived 
at,  I  am  sure  that  their  efforts  were  not 
made  in  vain. 

We  are  told  that  the  scourge  of  Malta 
fever,  which  had  an  unfortunate  way 
of  decimating  the  Fleet,  and  I  assume 
also  the  troops  at  Malta,  has  practically 
disappeared.  The  fever  appears  to  be 
put  down  to  that  unfortunate  animal 
the  goat.  I  do  not  know  whether  we 
are  at  liberty  to  ask,  finding  that  the 
disease  produced  by  the  goats  has 
disappeared,  what  has  happened  to  the 
unfortunate  goats,  whether  they  are 
still  thri\nng  as  they  did  at  Maltp  in 
years  past,  or  whether  they  have  been 
eliminated  with  the  disease. 

There  is  an  important  question  which 
I  understand  is  still  under  discussion 
by  the  Boprd  of  Admiralty.  It  is  the 
question  of  a  better  way  of  dealing  with 
the  coastguard.  I  understand  from  the 
noble  Lord's  statement  that  there  has 
been  an  inter- Departmental  Conference 
on  this  subject,  which  was  a  necessary 
preliminary  to  dealing  with  the  subject 
on  any  broad  lines.  I  understand  that 
the  Conference  has  reported  to  the 
Board  of  Admiralty  and,  I  suppose, 
to  the  other  Departments  interested, 
and  that  the  subject  is  still  under  con- 
sideration. I  do  not  know  whether 
the  noble  Lord  can  lay  any  Papers  on 
the  Table  of  the  House  with  respect  to 
that  Conference,  or  whether  he  will  as 
soon  as  he  can  inform  Parliament  exactly 
what  is  taking  place  with  respect  to  that 
very  important  subject.  Your  Lordships 
should  be  informed  at  the  earliest  possible 
date. 

The  first  LORD  of  the  ADMIR- 
ALTY   (Lord   TwEEDMOUTH)  :      I   will 
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make  a  statement  on  the  subject  this 
evening. 

Earl  CAWDOR:  It  is  a  subject 
which  has  created  a  great  deal  of  interest 
and  feeling  throughout  the  country. 
Though  it  is  very  difficult  to  trace 
definitely  to  the  coastguard  anything 
definite  in  the  way  of  value  as  a  recruiting 
agent,  yet  we  should  not  forget  that 
undoubtedly  the  coastguard  is  scattered 
all  round  our  coasts  and  that  it  presents 
an  object  lesson  to  the  public  as  to  what 
it  is  the  Navy  leads  to.  The  public 
see  the  coastguard  as  a  respectable 
and  respected  class,  living  comfortably 
for  the  most  part  on  what  amounts  to 
their  retired  pay,  in  comfortable,  clean 
cottages,  with  respectable  families,  and 
themselves  an  object  of  respect  and 
regard  in  the  district.  I  do  not  say 
thai;  you  can  absolutely  prove  from  that 
its  strength  as  a  recruiting  body,  but  it 
is  a  naval  element  present  to  the  mind?^ 
of  the  people,  and  shows  them  what 
the  men  in  the  Navy  may  grow  into. 

I  come  now  to  a  question  on  which 
there  appears  to  be  some  ambiguity, 
some  difficulty  in  comprehending  the 
details.  It  is  the  subject  of  redundant 
stores.  A  large  quantity  of  these  stores 
has  been  used  up  during  the  last  four 
years.  The  simis  varied  from  £700,000 
to  £1,000,000  and  £1,250,000.  I  under- 
stand this  year  the  proposal  is  to  absorb 
the  remaining  £500,000,  which  will  wipe 
out  the  whole  of  the  redundant  stores, 
and  compel  the  Government,  I  think, 
to  raise  £700,000  besides.  I  am  not 
clepr  exactly  how  these  redundant  stores 
arose,  whether  from  dockyard  reforms, 
the  closing  down  of  foreign  dockyards, 
and  the  redistribution  of  the  Fleet ; 
but  I  ask  the  noble  Lord  to  give  us  either 
figures  or  Papers  to  clear  the  subject  up. 

There  is  another  figure  which,  I  think, 
puzzles  "  the  man  in  the  street  "  like 
myself.  We  find  that  the  total  amounts 
for  the  purchase  of  stores  have  diminished 
by  something  like  £1,000,000  a  year.  At 
the  same  time  we  find  that,  whereas 
in  former  years  the  practice  was  to  issue 
less  than  you  purchased,  during  the 
last  few  years  the  practice  has  been  to 
issue  more  than  you  purchased.  I  am 
told  with  respect  to  the  drop  in  the  figure 
from  £3,500,000  to  £2,500,000,  roughly, 
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sea.  r  only  quote  these  few  sentences 
to  show  that,  while  certain  members  of 
the  Government  have  supported,  and 
strongly  supported,  the  two-Power  stan- 
dard, and  have  never  ventured  to  antici- 
pate the  possibility  of  the  loss  of  the 
command  of  the  sea,  there  have  been 
ominous  words  used  here  and  there 
which  have  given  the  country  cause  for 
reflection   and   serious   complaint. 

There  is  one  other  point  which  has 
arisen  mainly  with  regard  to  the  same 
matter  on  which  I  will  say  one  word,  and 
which,  I  think,  has  also  given  rise  to 
considerable  uneasiness  in  the  minds 
of  those  who  study  naval  matters.  There 
wiis  a  debate  the  other  day  in  another 
place,  on  the  reduction  of  armaments, 
and  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
moved  an  Amendment  to  the  Resolution 
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The  "  Dreadnought  **  and  "  Invincible" 
type  is  a  matter  of  enonuoas  importance. 
I  ventured  to  say  a  year  or  two  ago  th^it 
the  nation  which  poasessed  the  most 
"  Dreadnoughts  "  and  "  Invincible* '' 
would  be  the  nation  that  would  rule  the 
sea  in  the  future.  I  believe  that  is  true 
to-day  ;  but  in  dealing  in  another  place 
with  the  particular  question  of  how  far 
it  was  or  was  not  the  case  that  the 
German  Navy  were  rapidly  overhauling 
us  "with  respect  to  these  particular 
classes  of  vessels,  it  was  practically 
admitted  by  the  Secretary  to  the  Ad- 
miralty that,  if  the  programme  of  the 
German  Government  was  carried  out, 
by  the  autumn  of  1911  it  might  be  the 
case  practically  that  they  would  not 
only  have  overtaken,  but  possibly  have 
passed   us — that  there   might    be   then 


brought  forward  pledging  the  House  to  |  thirteen  German  ships  of  these  types  and 
support  His  Majesty's  Minist^jrs  in  such  ;  only  twelve  of  ours.  The  Chancellor  of 
economies  in  naval  and  military  expendi-  I  the  Exchequer,  however,  gave  an 
ture  "  as  are  consistent  with  the  adequate  !  absolute  and  distinct  pledge  that  if  in 
defence  of  his  Majesty's  Dominions."  !  respect  of  these  particular  classes  of 
It  was  suggested  by  the  Leader  of  the  i  vessels  it  was  found  that  the  German 
Opposition  that  after  the  word  "  consis-  programme  was  being  carried  out  and 
tent"  there  should  be  inserted,  "with  the  \  was  kept  up  to  date,  not  only  should 
two-Power  standard  of  naval  strength."  I  other  vessels  be  laid  down,  but  those 
That  would  have  m  ule  it  clear  what  already  laid  down  should  be  put 
was  in  the  minds  of  the  Govern  me  nt  and  |  forward  for  completion  in  order  that  in 
the  majority  in  another  place  ;  but  for  |  the  autumn  of  1911  it  would  be  impos- 
some  reason  or  other,  which  I  cannot  ;  sible  that  we  should  be  only  equal  with 
explain,  th^t  Amendment  was  rejected  I  or  in  a  minority  to  the  German  Navy  in 
and  the  Government  declined  to  have  1  respect  of  these  vessels.  Th^t  is  an  enor- 
any  mention  made  of  the  two-Power  ■  mously  important  announcement,  and 
standard.  That  seemed  to  me  a  serious  i  it  was  made  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman, 
mitter,  and  it  made  me  wonder  what  j  no  doubt,  intentionally  and  recognising 
was  in  the  minds  of  the  Government  |  its  gravity.  It  lays  a  heavy  burden  on 
with  regard  to  the  two-Power  standard.  |  the  years  1910  and  1911,  but  the  (Jovem- 
It  may  have  been  done  merely  for  the  I  ment  have  undertaken  to  bear  it.  They 
purpose  of  getting  over  a  political  I  recognise  it,  and  they  do  not  flinch. 
difficulty.     I  trust  that  was  so,  and   I  > 

pass  on  to  deal  with  one  or  two  other  Now  I  come  to  the  general  two-Power 
statements  made  witli  regard  to  this  standard,  including  all  battleships  that 
all-important  subject,  the  two-Power  are  up-to-date.  The  life  of  a  battleship 
standard.  ■  now  generally  accepted  is  some  twenty 

years.  That  is  accepted  in  Germany.  I 
But  before  I  do  that,  may  I  endeavour  do  not  know  whether  the  noble  Lord 
to  disentangle  it  from  another  subject  ?  oppoj^ite  goes  so  far.  I  think  we  take  it 
There  are  the  '"  Dreadnought  "  and  in  this  country  at  twenty-five  years,  and, 
"  Invincible ''classes,\vhich  are  practically  including  all  ships  of  that  age,  we  want 
Ji  separate  and  distim^t  branch  of  the  to  be  assured  that,  with  regard  to  any 
Navy  at  the  present  day,  and  we  must  other  two  Powers  in  the  world,  we  have 
be  careful  that  any  statements  made  what  has  been  described  by  the  Chan- 
with  regard  to  them  are  not  to  be  taken  cellor  of  the  Exchequer  as  imassailable 
as  dealing  at  the  same  time  with  the  supremacy  at  sea.  The  Chancellor  of 
question    of    the    two-Power    standard.  ,  the  Exchequer  practically  adopted  this 
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two-Power  standard,  and  said  there  was 
no  difference  of  opinion  with  regard  to  it. 
I  hope  and  believe  that  is  so,  but,  in 
order  to  make  our  position  perfectly 
•clear,  I  think  I  may  say  that  we  consider 
that  our  position  must  always  be,  taking 
the  words  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
<jhequer,  one  of  unassailable  superiority, 
and  I  add  to  that,  unassailable  superi- 
ority over  the  two  most  powerful  navies 
to  whatever  countries  they  may  belong. 
I  should  be  glad  if  the  noble  Lord  will 
tell  me  if  he  accepts  that  definition  of  the 
two-Power  standard,  or  if  there  is  any 
modification  to  be  made  in  it.  I  hope 
he  will  make  that  clear  to  the  House  and 
the  country  to-night.  ^ 

I  ask  that  for  this  reason,  you  cannot 
leave  your  two-Power  standard  superi- 
ority to  be  gathered  up  when  it  is  needed. 
You  must  take  your  stand  on  the  firm 
rock  of  being  always  ahead  of  and  always 
supreme  against  the  two  greatest  navies 
of  the  world.  You  can  break  up  the 
comity  of  nations,  you  can  create  a  war 
in  five  minutes,  but  how  long  does  it  take 
jou  to  build  a  battleship  ?  If  you  wish 
to  maintain  European  peace  let  every 
-country  know  that  the  people  of  this 
•country  always  intend  the  two-Power 
standard  as  I  have  described  it  to-night. 

But,    my  Lords,   there   has   been   for 
«ome  reason,  which,  perhaps,  I  had  better 
not  try  to  describe,  a  regular  pushing 
back  of  the  programme  of  new  construc- 
tion from  this  year  on  to  future  years. 
1  take  your  battleship  programme.     You 
have  practically  taken  but  a  flea-bite  of  ' 
it  this  year.     You  will  have  spent  not 
10  per  cent,  by  the  end  of  this  financial 
year.     You  are  pushing  back  practically  , 
almost  the  whole  of  your  battleship  and 
"Invincible"  programme   of  this    year.  | 
You  have  also  the  pledge  of  the  Chancellor  i 
of  the  Exchequer  that  if  need  be,  he  is  | 
prepared   to    face   having   to    meet   the  | 
€rerman  programme,  if  that  programme  ! 
is  carried  out  within  its  time,  so  as  to  : 
place   us  in   a  safe   position   as  regards  i 
these  large  modern  vessels,  such  as  the 
*'  Dreadnought  "   and   '*  Invincible,"   by 
the  autumn  of   1911.     He  has  pledged 
himself  to  push  forward,  if  necessary,  the 
•dates  at  which  those  vessels  are  laid  down, 
in  order  that  they  may  be  finished  by  that 
time.     What  does  that  mean  ?     You  may 
require  in  the  next  financial  year  and  the 
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year  after  it,  not  alone  to  lay  down,  but 
to  complete  no  fewer  than  four  battle- 
ships. That  would  amount  to  eight 
battleships.  I  put  them  at  £1,800,000 
apiece.  Therefore  you  have  this  under- 
taking of  the  Grovernment  that  they  will, 
if  necessary,  face  an  expenditure  under 
that  head  of  possibly  not  less  than 
£14,000,000  or  £14,500,000  in  two  years. 
I  note  this  because  it  is  so  easy  to  talk 
airily  of  economy  and  raise  a  passing 
cheer  by  cutting  down  expenditure. 
But  posterity  has  to  bear  the  cost  of 
what  you  are  doing.  I  put  down  roughly 
the  figures  for  eight  battleships.  But 
that  is  merely  what  may  be  necessary 
to  keep  our  supremacy  at  the  end  of  1911. 
It  takes  no  account  of  what  you  may  be 
obliged  to  lay  down  in  1910-1911  for 
future  requirements. 

I  will  not  say  very  much  about  cruisers, 
except  that,  in  so  far  as  the  policy  prevails 
of   building   and    laying   down   cruisers 
of    the    "  Invincible "    class,    so    surely 
will   those   ships   become   less   and   less 
of  value   or  available   for  the   purpose 
of  being  the  eyes  of  the  Fleet.     "  In- 
vincibles "   are   to   stand  in  the  battle 
line    against    the    battleships    of    other 
countries ;     they  are  practically  battle- 
ships.    Therefore,  for  the  eyes  of  your 
Fleet  you  have  to  watch  the  provision 
I  of  other  vessels.     I  understand  that  the 
Admiralty  propose  this  year  to  lay  down 
six  cruisers  not  of  the  first-class  type, 
I  They  are  described  roughly  as  "Boadiceas." 
I  One  of  these  is,   I  believe,   to  be  laid 
down    in    the    dockyard    at    Pembroke, 
and  £190,000  is  taken  to  be  expended 
in  this  year's  Estimates.     With  regard 
to  the  other  five  which  are  to  be  built 
in  private  yards  only  a  miserable  sum 
of  £6,700  per  ship  is  taken.     I  believe 
the    cost   of   the    "  Boadicea "    will   be 
about  £400,000.     I  do  not  know  what 
the   other   five   vessels   are   to   be,    but 
certainly  not  less  than  that.    Accordingly 
the    Government   are   leaving   a   goodly 
heritage   of   cost   to   the   next   financial 
year.     I  do  not  know  what  the  sum  may 
be,  but  it  cannot  be  less  than  £3,000,000. 

I  come  to  destroyers.  The  Grovernment 
propose  this  year  to  lay  down  sixteen 
destroyers.  I  understand  they  will  cost 
about  £80,000  apiece,  so  that  their  totaf 
cost  will  be  something  over  £1^250,000. 
The   Government   are  only   taking   this 


607 


'Hi^ 


{LORDS} 


Navy, 


508^ 


year  a  sum  of  £4,000  for  each  of  these 
vessels  —  a  total  of  £64,000  out  of 
£1,280,000,  leaving  for  future  years  no 
less  a  sum  than  £1 ,  200,000.  With  respect 
to  destroyers,  I  pass  to  a  story  which 
fills  me  with  concern  and  alarm.  I 
have  taken  the  Dilke  Return  for  1907 
and  the  Navy  Estimates  of  this  year 
in  so  far  as  they  in  any  way  modify 
that  Return.  I  have  also  taken  it 
that  the  best  part  of  the  life  of  a 
destroyer  is  limited  to  eleven  years. 
The  figures  I  must  now  gife  would 
appear  to  me  incredible  if  I  had  not 
got  them  from  official  documents. 
We  have  shown  in  the  Dilke  Return 
destroyers  launched  in  1893,  1894,  1895, 
1896,  1897.  In  none  of  those  years 
had  either  France  or  Germany  launched 
any  such  vessels.  But  if  the  figures 
are  worked  out  the  position  comes 
about  to  this.  I  am  taking  only  vessels 
of  eleven  years  old  or  less,  and  I  find 
that  in  the  year  1903  we  had  in  this 
country,  according  to  the  Dilke  Return 
of  1907,  123  destroyers.  France  had 
at  that  time  29,  Germany  had  32 ; 
together  these  two  countries  had  61. 
In  1904  France  had  31,  Germany  had  38  ; 
combined  the  two  countries  had  69, 
and  we  had  127.  In  1905  France  had 
33,  Gfermany  had  43 — together  76 — 
and  we  had  121.  I  leave  out  1906  as 
being  unimportant,  though  the  drop 
was  almost  as  great.  In  1907,  while 
France  had  65  and  Germany  had  85 — 
together  150 — our  force  of  destroyers 
of  eleven  vears  old  and  less  had  dropped 
to  93. 

That  is  a  very  grave  statement  to 
make.  I  ratake  it  from  the  Dilke  Return 
of  1907.  I  have  made  two  alterations 
in  that  Return.  I  add  to  our  Fleet  the 
destroyers  for  1907 — five  vessels  more 
than  appeared  in  the  Dilke  Return — 
because  they  appeared  in  the  Estimates 
of  this  year  as  having  been  since  put 
into  commission.  I  also  add  to  the 
German  destroyers  for  this  year  twelve 
vessels,  which  I  understand  have  been 
added  to  their  fleet  since  that  time. 
I  am  not  very  particular  about  those 
twel^  vessels ;  what  I  call  attention 
^  as>iqjeriting  the  gravest  possible 
concern  ai^attention  is  that,  whereas 
in  1903  we  hatSL^^^  destroyers,  against 
A  imited  destroyer^^^  ^^  Germany  and 
^^^^  Cawdor. 


France  numbering  61,  we  have  to-day 
only  93  destroyers,  against  a  combined 
fleet  of  Germany  and  France  numbering 
150  destroyers.  That  is  a  grave  indict- 
ment, but  I  am  afraid  my  figures  are 
practically  correct.  If  the  noble  Lord  can 
show  that  they  are  absolutely  incorrect,, 
that  we  are  in  a  perfectly  satisfactory 
position  in  regard  to  destroyers,  no  one 
will  rejoice  more  than  I.  I  beg  the 
noble  Lord  to  give  us  a  clear  and  definite 
statement  of  the  position  if  these  figures 
are  wrong.  It  will  not  be  an  answer 
to  say  the  figures  are  not  right,  unless 
he  gives  the  official  and  correct  figures. 

I  may  be  told  that  we  have  plenty  of 
coastal  destroyers.  Coastal  destroyers 
do  not  appear  in  the  Dilke  Return  as 
destroyers  at  all.  Coastal  destroyer* 
\  have  been  deliberately  and  intentionally 
placed  by  the  Admiralty  in  the  category- 
j  of  torpedo-boats.  Therefore  I  do  not 
I  think  we  can  very  well  be  told  that  these 
I  vessels  are  going  to  be  taken  out  of 
that  category  and  put  into  the  category 
of  destroyers.  If  so,  I  should  like  ta 
know  what  their  capacity  to  coal  is, 
and  how  long  they  can  stay  at  sea. 
In  France  alone  in  1907  they  increased 
the  fleet  of  destroyers  from  34  to)  65  ;  in 
Grermany  in  the  same  year  they  increased 
the  fleet  of  destroyers  from  47  to  85. 
We  have,  in  the  meantime,  allowed  our 
fleet  of  destroyers  to  go  down  to  93. 
I  may  be  told  that  I  am  wrong  in  taking 
eleven  years  as  the  period  of  effective 
service  for  a  destroyer,  and  that  twelve 
or  fourteen  years  may  be  allowed,  but 
it  will  require  a  good  deal  of  persuasion 
to  take  me  away  from  eleven  years,. 
i  the  period  provided  in  the  Estimates 
in  regard  to  depreciation.  I  may  be 
told  that  many  are  quite  efficient.  Now^. 
there  are  59  of  these  vessels  that  go 
back  from  1897  to  1893,  and  if  we  are 
told  that  they  are  quite  capable  for 
;  service,  that  they  are  quite  fit  for  sea, 
i  and  that  they  can  do  excellent  service,. 
then  I  ask  will  the  First  Lord  tell  us 
what  service  they  have  done  in  the  past 
six  months  ?  Will  he  pick  out  of  these 
93  those  that  have  done  service  ?  There- 
are  25  built  in  1895,  14  in  1894,  and  16 
in  1896.  I  should  like  to  have  a  Return 
showing  what  the  practice  of  these- 
vessels  has  been,  how  frequently  they^ 
have  been  to  sea,  how  long  they  hav^ 
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been  at  sea,  and  to  what  extent  they 
are  in  good  repair.  Apart  from  the 
inefficiency  of  torpedo-boats  and  de- 
stroyers, I  would  press  thip.  Surely 
it  is  the  fact  that  if  you  are  to  have 
efficient  officers  on  these  vessels  they 
must  be  continually  at  sea.  The  speed 
of  the  vessels,  the  work  required,  call  for 
the  exercise  of  the  utmost  skill  and 
nerve,  and  if  you  keep  young  officers  on 
shore  week  after  week  and  month  after 
month,  you  will  destroy  their  self-con- 
fidence and  nerve  and  they  will  not 
show  capacity  when  it  is  required. 

I  have  not  the  least  doubt  that  my 
finance  is  liable  to  criticism,  but  even  if  it  is 
and  to  the  extent  of  millions,  the  outlook 
in  the  coming  years  is  grave  enough. 
I  ask  the  noble  Lord,  is  it  not  within 
the  mark  to  say  that  with  the  possibili- 
ties the  Government  have  admitted, 
having  to  push  forward  the  date  for 
lajdng  down  vessels,  would  it  not  be  fair 
to  say  that  the  calculation  with  reference 
to  what  will  be  required  in  1911-1912, 
lands  us  in  a  prospective  charge  for  new 
construction  of  something  like  £20,000,000 
in  two  years  ? 

I  have  detained  your  Lordships  at 
great  length,  but  so  many  are  the  sub- 
jects dealt  with  in  this  statement  that  it 
would  be  difficult  to  touch  upon  them 
all  without  occupying  a  very  long  time. 
What  I  would  press  upon  your  Lordships, 
upon  the  Groveniment,  and  upon  the 
country  is  this.  For  the  sake  of  a 
temporary — may  I  without  offence  call 
it  a  political — economy  you  are  laying  a 
burden  on  posterity  which  it  will  be 
very  difficult  to  bear.  And  I  wish  to 
call  attention  to  'this.  This  is  not  an 
accidental  charge ;  it  is  not  unlooked 
for ;  this  outcome  of  the  economies  the 
Goverrment  are  developing  they  have 
had  their  eyes  open  to.  The  Estimates 
were  shaved  down,  first,  by  the  pressure 
of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
and,  secondly,  by  the  pressure  of 
debate,  until  we  pee  this  present  condi- 
tion and  example  of  bad  economy, 
which  piles  up  burdens  for  the  future. 
I  may  be  told  the  Estimates  were  un- 
touched as  a  result  of  the  debate  on 
armaments  ;  but  I  notice  that  in  another 
place  the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty 
was  challenged;      h^  was  asked  if  the 


Estimates  had  been  altered  not  alone 
by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer — 
we  are  all  accustomed  to  his  pruning  hand 
— but  also  after  notice  was  given  of  the 
Motion  for  reduction  of  armaments, 
and  he  was  silent ;  he  made  no  reply- 
We  are  at  liberty,  then,  I  think,  to  assume 
that,  in  addition  to  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer's  there  was  some  other 
influence  responsible  for  cutting  dowa 
the  Navy  Estimates  this  year. 

One  word  in  conclusion.  I  have 
always  striven — your  Lordships  will 
support  that  assertion  in  relation  to  my 
speaking  in  this  House,  and  those  who 
have  heard  me  will  do  the  same  in  refer- 
ence to  my  speeches  elsewhere — I  have 
always  striven  to  keep  the  Navy  apart 
from  party  politics.  I  will  keep  it 
apart  from  political  party  pressure 
as  far  as  I  can;  the  issues  are  far  too 
grave,  far  too  serious  to  be  mixed  up 
with  party  contentions  ;  they  are  matters^ 
upon  which  the  safety,  the  security  of 
the  country  rests.  But  if  there  is  a  duty 
of  silence,  the  duty  of  endeavouring 
not  to  embarrass  those  in  authority 
that  duty  we  have  carried  out ;  we, 
those  with  whom  I  am  connected,  in 
this  House  and  elsewhere,  have  done 
this,  so  far  as  it  is  possible.  I  have  been 
blamed  for  not  speaking  in  harsher 
terms  ;  but  I  would  rather  err  in  that 
direction  than  allow  for  a  moment 
party  or  political  considerations  to  come 
into  the  matter  at  all.  But  if  that  is  a 
burden  of  responsibility  cast  upon  lis, 
and  I  accept  it,  there  is  another  equally 
grave,  equally  clear  duty  incumbent  on 
the  Opposition  if  we  find  in  the  Estimates 
that  which  is  not  consistent  with  the 
interests  of  the  country.  Bound  as  we 
are  not  to  mix  the  interests  of  the  Navy 
with  party  politics,  in  the  interest  of 
the  country  we  are  bound  to  speak  out 
fully,  clearly,  with  no  doubting,  hesitating 
voice,  if  we  find  anything  proposed 
which  endangers  the  safety  and  pros- 
perity of  this  great  Empire.  It  is  witt 
this  sense  of  responsibility  I  speak 
to-night,  and  beg  the  House  to  believe 
that  I  have  said  what  I  have  said  in  no 
party  spirit  whatever,  and  I  trust  most 
sincerely  that  the  noble  Lord  will  give 
a  satisfactory  answer  on  all  the  points 
I  have  thought  it  my  duty  to  raise. 
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Moved,  "That  there  be  laid  before 
the  House  further  Papers  relating  to  the 
Navy  Estimates."— (i&arZ  Cawdor.) 

Lord  ELLENBOROUGH  :  My  Lords, 
a  study  of  the  Naval  Estimates,  ot  the 
explanatory  Memorandum  of  the  First 
Lord,  and  of  that  part  ot  the  Press  which 
devotes  itself  to  naval  matters,  leads  me 
to  believe  that  these  Estimates  are  the 
lowest  that  the  naval  members  of  the 
Board  would  agree  to  without  resigna- 
tion. Whether  this  hypothesis  is  correct 
or  not  will  probably  not  be  known  for 
some  years,  but  in  the  meantime  I  shall 
criticise  the  Naval  Estimates  from  that 
pomt  of  view. 

I  begin  by  saying  that  I  am  in  favour 
of  the  greater  part  of  the  reforms  that 
have  recently  been  introduced  in  the 
Navy.  I  agree  with  what  is  stated  in 
page  5  of  the  First  Lord's  Memorandum 
about  the  nucleus  crew  system.  It 
keeps  the  ships  in  better  order  than  they 
used  to  be.  I  am  also  aware  that  when 
mobilised  they  were  very  rapidly  manned, 
but  J  think  that  it  would  have  taken  some 
days  for  the  mobilised  ships  to  have  com- 
pleted with  stores,  ammunition,  and  coal, 
if  orders  had  been  issued  for  the  whole  of 
them  to  be  sent  to  sea.  For  instance,  at 
Keyham,  one  or  two  ships  might  have 
been  got  ready  in  a  short  time,  but  the 
simultaneous  embarkation  of  stores,  coal 
and  ammunition  for  all  of  them,  would 
have  resulted  in  hopeless  confusion, 
owing  to  the  unfinished  state  of  the  pave- 
ment and  of  the  approaches  to  the  docks. 
I  hope  that  there  will  be  no  further  delay 
in  <'ompleting  them.  We  have  spent 
millions  on  the  Plymouth  docks,  and  we 
ought  at  once  to  disburse  the  few  thou- 
sjind  pounds  necessary  to  enable  us  to 
make  full  use  of  them. 

I  was  at  Dartmouth  in  December,  and 
was  favourably  impressed  with  the 
manner  in  which  the  cadets  are  being 
taught,  and  I  firmly  believe  that  the 
new  system  of  training  and  amalgamation 
will  he  successful.  Those  who  attack  it 
ought  to  go  to  Osborne  and  Dartmouth, 
and  judge;  for  themselves,  before  rushing 
into  print.  Its  opponents  appear  to 
forget  that  up-to-date  executive  officers 
ought  certainly  to  be  engineers  in  all  that 
<oncerns  guns,  torpedoes,  and  electricity, 
iind  that  an  engineer  lieutenant  is  only 


to  be  specialised  for  the  larger  en^es 
used  in  propulsion.  In  fact,  I  think  tluit 
some  such  term  as  "  propulsion  lieu- 
tenant "  might  be  substituted  for  that  ot 
engineer  lieutenant,  as  it  would  give  a 
clearer  idea  of  that  officer's  duties. 

As  regards  the  Hague  Conference,  1 
shall  not  say  much  about  it  now,  because 
I  believe  it  is  likely  to  be  the  subject  of  a 
debate  in  this  House  before  very  long. 
In  the  next  war  no  belligerent  \%  at  aJl 
likely  to  accept  all  the  conclusions  of  the 
Hague  or  of  any  other  Conference. 
They  will  make  important  exception 
favourable  to  themselves.  Nor  am  I  a 
believer  in  the  impartiality  of  neutrals 
when  sitting  on  an  International  Prize 
Court.  Could  we  have  expected  just 
decisions  from  Dutch  or  Belgian  judges 
during  the  Boer  war  ?  I  hope,  therefoie, 
that  the  Prize  Court  of  Appeal  Conven- 
tion will  end  in  smoke. 

1  regret  that  I  cannot  find  in  the  Nav&l 
Estimates  or  in  the  First  Lord's  Memor- 
mdum  a  single  sentence  from  which  one 
might  infer  that  we  might  have  to  remove 
mechanical  mines  in  time  of  war.  It  is 
true  that  we  have  destroyers  to  sink  the 
vessels  employed  in  laying  them  down, 
but  how  about  removing  them  when 
laid  ?  At  the  Hague  Conference  Ger- 
many claimed  the  right  of  using  floating 
contact  mines  in  case  of  necessity.  We 
have  thus  received  fair  warning  that  we 
must  be  prepared  to  deal  with  thousands 
of  mines  on  the  North  Sea  and  on  any 
part  of  our  coasts  where  Grermany  is  able 
to  strew  them.  Personally,  I  hate 
mechanical  mines ;  thoy  are  a  danger  to 
friend  and  foe,  to  belligerents  as  well  as 
to  neutrals.  I  regret  that  it  was  possible 
lo  invent  them.  But  there  is  no  u?e  in 
adopting  the  policy  of  the  ostrich  in 
dealing  with  them.  I  think,  however, 
that  we  should  feel  very  grateful  to  Ger- 
many for  her  honesty  in  opposing  defuiite 
limitations  to  their  iise  instead  of  agreeing 
to  resolutions  which  might  have  lulled 
us  to  sleep.  Depend  upon  it  that  the 
iirj^t  use  that  any  future  Van  Tromp 
would  make  of  his  broom  would  be  to 
brush  away  any  of  the  fine  spun  cobwebs 
of  the  Hague  Conference,  or  of  so-called 
International  Law,  which  might  interfere 
with  the  more  difficult  work  of  sweeping 
up  the  British  Fleet. 
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I  have  seen  in  some  of  tlie  papers  that 
neutral  countries  would  interfere  and 
prevent  Germany  from  laying  down 
mines.  What  neutrals  ?  Denmark,  Hol- 
land, Belgium,  and  France  are  the 
countries  whose  commerce  would  be 
chiefly  interfered  with.  But  France 
would  have  the  Atlantic  and  Mediter- 
ranean still  open  to  her.  As  for  the 
three  smaller  countries,  if  their  remon- 
strances were  serious  they  would  probably 
find  themselves  part  of  the  German 
Empire  before  the  conclusion  of  the  war. 
Our  Admiralty  will  be  exceedingly  remiss 
if  it  does  not  take  steps  to  deal  with 
this  danger  by  a  well-organised  system  of 
coast  defence.  Now  it  would  be  folly 
to  employ  large  and  expensive  ships  on 
such  a  duty  as  sweeping  and  looking  for 
mines.  Small  and  cheap  vessels,  old 
ones  for  choice,  should  be  employed  on 
this  work.  As  we  shall  have  but  few  , 
officers  and  men  available  from  the 
Regular  Service,  we  must  trust  this  duty 
to  the  officers  and  men  of  the  mercantile 
marine,  and  the  Royal  Naval  Reserve. 
It  is  one  to  which  they  will  not  be  found 
unequal  if  they  are  given  a  little 
training  before  war  begins.  Constant 
vigilance  will  be  necesssfry,  and  fleets  of 
coasting  vessels  fitted  with  the  necessary 
apparatus,  manned  by  Royal  Naval 
Bc^rve  men  and  officers  will  be  most 
suitable  for  that  purpose.  Royal  Naval 
Reserve  officers  should  receive  special 
instructions  in  the  best  known  methods 
of  dealing  expeditiously  with  mechanical 
mines,  not  only  on  paper  in  the  lecture 
room,  but  also  at  sea  in  vessels  specially 
equipped  for  that  purpose. 

As  regards  the  distribution  of  our 
Fleet,  in  February  last  year  all  our  war 
fleets  were  at  Lagos,  and  our  Eastern 
coasts  were  open  to  attack  and  possible 
invasion.  Again  last  Christmas  the  ships,  ' 
companies  in  all  our  harbours  were  on 
leave  in  watches  at  the  same  time,  and 
most  of  our  admirals  as  well.  I  think 
that  it  would  have  been  better  to  give 
leave  to  all  the  men  in  one  fleet  at  one 
time,  and  to  keep  the  men  of  the  other 
fleets  within  the  limits  of  the  port  where 
their  ships  were,  until  it  came  to  their 
turn  to  go  on  long  leave.  I  have,  how- 
ever, no  wish  to  see  the  total  amount  of 
leave  given  in  one  year  curtailed.  If, 
however,    the    Admiralty    had    reliable 


I  information  as  to  the  exact  state  and 
condition  of  foreign  fleets  at  those  par- 
I  ticular  times  such  proceedings  may  have 
'  been  justified,  but  great  caution  should 
always  be  exercised.  We  have  been  told 
to  sleep  quietly  in  our  beds,  but  I  con- 
fess that  I  should  not  do  so  unless  I 
believed  that  the  Admiralty  kept  a 
sharper  look-out  than  it  professes  to  do. 

Those  who  hold  my  views  have  been 
called  "scaremongers,"  " blue-fmikers," 
and  disciples  of  the  black  treachery 
school.  If  any  words  of  mine  cause  any 
additional  precautions  to  be  taken 
against  surprise,  those  who  wish  for 
reduced  Estimates  may  call  me  all  the 
names  to  be  found  in  a  slang  dictionary. 
I  joined  the  Navy  in  1854,  and  have  been 
in  Texas,  and  have  therefore  a  very 
strong  vocabulary  at  my  disposal  if  I 
thought  that  anything  was  to  be  gained 
by  making  use  of  it.  The  terms  "  scare- 
monger "  and  "  blue-funker "  are  no 
more  applicable  to  those  who  think 
precautions  necessary  against  surprise, 
than  they  are  to  captains  of  mail- steamers 
who  go  slow,  sound  steam  whistles,  and 
double  the  number  of  their  lookout  men 
when  going  down  Channel  in  a  fog.  In- 
vasion is  a  danger  that  is  far  more  im- 
minent now  than  it  was  a  few  years  ago, 
for  railways  and  telegraphs  had  not  been 
developed  to  their  present  extent ;  it 
has  now  become  one  that  the  present  and 
future  Admiralties   must  guard  against. 

If  large  numbers  of  ships  require  repairs 
after  intermittent  manoeuvres,  how  much 
more  would  this  be  the  case  during  a 
continuous  war.  Ask  the  Admirals  of 
our  seagoing  fleets  how  many  battle- 
ships they  would  require  to  have  under 
their  orders  to  ensure  a  permanency  of 
twenty  battleships  near  an  enemy's 
coast.  I  do  not  think  that  any  of  them 
would  put  it  at  less  than  thirty.  The 
whole  of  a  blockading  fleet  has  never  been 
able  to  remain  permanently  on  its  station. 
A  century-and-a-half  ago  Admiral  Hawke 
said  that  he  required  to  have  twenty- 
four  line-of-battle  ships  under  his  orders 
if  he  was  to  keep  nineteen  or  twenty 
perpetually  off  Brest.  He  generally  had 
two  re-fitting  at  Portsmouth,  and  two 
provisioning  at  Tor  Bay  or  at  Cawsand 
Bay.  Nelson,  too,  was  unable  to  keep 
the  whole  of  the  fleet  under  his  command 
constantly   off   Cadiz.     When   Trafalgar 
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was  foii^'lit.  five  of  his  thirtv-two  battle- 1  standing  on  its  hind  legB  and  kgpng 
ships  were  at  Gibraltar.  He  had  to  send  \  for  any  crumbs  that  other  nations  but 
the  '*  Roval  Sovereign  "  home  instead  of  ]  permit  it  to  receive.  Is  the  piond>gl!)- 
taking  her  with  him  when  he  followed  :  Saxon  race  prepared  to  accept  that  poa- 
Villeneuve  across  the  Atlantic.  At  j  tion  or  is  it  not  1  What  is  the  iifieoi 
present,  in  these  days  of  steamers  and  I  Education  Bills  to  train  a  rac«  that  ril 
more  frequent  refits/  thirty  ships  would  j  have  to  submit  to  such  indignity  ud 
be  required  if  twenty  of  them  are  to  be  i  sufiering  if  it  does  not  speedily  mendb 


ways  ?  What  is  the  use  of  Licensiig 
Bills  if  all  the  money  we  expect  to  avt 
on  beer  may  not  be  able  to  buy  us  bread  i 

Last  week  a    former   Prime  IGnister 


constantly  ready  near  an  enemy's  coast 
in  the  North  Sea.  This  is  one  of  the 
unfortunate  conditions  of  warfare  that 
is  imposed  on  the  Power  that  must  always 

be  in  command  of  the  sea.  As  long  Is  ,  apWed'^to^thl  pi^'^of ^both  ccuntii^ 
^^^  have  so  small  an  army  we  cannot !  ^^^  ^^^^^  producing  irritating  articles 
afford  to  lose  that  command  for  forty- 1  ^^^^^  ^^^^ual  suspicion.  That  mum! 
eight  hours.  j  g^gpicion  will,  however,  continue  as  long 

At  present,  if  we  were  at  war  with  i  as  the  immediate  future  of  Great  Britain 
both  Germanv  and  Japan  we  should  be  |  remains  insecure.  It  yws  greatly  in- 
unable  to  protect  both  Australia  and  '  creased  by  the  departure  from  the  Cawdor 
England  from  invasion.  As  neither  na- 1  programme,  which  raised  hopes  m  GenoM 
tion  trains  its  manhoml  to  arms,  one  or  ■  bosoms  which  I  trust  will  never  be  fulfilled. 
the  other  would  have  to  succumb.  Even  :  But  it  is  not  m  ships  alone  that  we  must 
while  at  peace  with  Germanv  we  could  '.  be  prepared.  Even  if  we  bmld  several 
not  keep  more  than  one-fourth  or  one-  \  "  Dreadnoughts,"  by  the  time  they  are 
sixth  of  our  naval  forces  on  a  distant '.  completed  we  should  be  unable  t»  dock 
station,  even  if  our  Navv  was  double  '.  them  when  damaged.  The  only  dock 
that  of  the  German  Empire.  What  I  say  ".  that  we  have  on  the  East  Coast  codd 
about  numbers  ecpiallv  efEects  all  classes  '  not  dock  a  damaged  ship.  The  onlr 
of  vessels.  Battleships,  like  the  knights  .  Hniit  to  the  number  of  men  and  machines 
of  old.  retjuire  trust  v  scjuires  in  the  shape  ;  that  ought  to  be  at  work  at  Rosyth  is 
of  torpedo  vessels  to  despatch  their  ,  the  number  that  can  be  employed  without 
disabled  adversaries,  and  to  protect  them  ;  overcrowding.  We  have  wasted  four 
from  night  attack.  ;  years  in  talk  about  Rosyth  which  ought 

_   ,  .         _  ,      Tx  ^<>  ^*^ve  been  spent  in  work.     Rosyth  is 

I  do  not  intend  to  weary  the  House  ^^  |,^  ^^^^  i^  ten  vears.  By  that  time 
with  lists  and  comparisons  of  ships  built  f^ggj^  chapters  may  have  been  written  in 
or  building  in  this  country  and  abroad.  ;  ^^^  listor}^  of  Europe.  The  present 
T  shall,  however,  ask  your  Lordships  to  !  programme  ought  to  be  complete  in  less 
consider  the  following  figures.     Accord-    ^^^^^  g^^     The  new  lock  at  Portsmouth 


ought  to  be  hurried  on  as  well. 


ng  to  statements  made  by  the  Govern- 
ment in  another  place,  we  are  this  year 
going  to  spend  £  1 1 ,2r)(),(KK),  and  Germany  |  The  effect  of  a  partial  blockade  of  these 
intends  to  spend  £|),5()0,(XK)  on  ship- 1  islands  has  never  been  brought  home  to 
building,  repairs,  and  armaments.  Now,  ■  the  people.  Talk  of  old-age  pensions, 
no  British  Admiralty,  however  efficient,  \  indeed.  In  the  struggle  for  life  that  will 
can  get  twice  as  much  value  from  ensue  if  our  islands  are  blockaded  by 
£ll,0()(MH)0  as  (Jermany  can  get  from  :  either  ships  or  mines,  when  the  horrors 
DK(HK),(KM).  We  have  only  to  continue  ;  of  famine  are  upon  us,  when  our  popula- 
nur  ])resent  policy  for  a  year  or  two  :  tion  is  being  reduced  to  the  number  that 
longer  and  the  command  of  the  North  !  our  islands  can  feed  without  assistance 
Sea  will  ])ass  to  (Jermany  without  a  ;  from  abroad,  the  weakest  will  go  to  the 
struggle  on  our  part.  Then,  if  we  !  wall,  and  there  will  be  no  old  people  left 
dis])lease  (iermany  she  will  starve  us.  |  to  draw  pensions.  Those  who  want  to 
There  will  be  no  question  of  a  big  or  a  j  reduce  the  Navy  should  read  the  histories 
little  loaf,  there  will  be  no  loaf  at  all.  -  of  sieges  in  bygone  times,  if  they  wish  to 
Whether  in  war  or  peace,  if  we  lose  j  have  an  idea  of  what  sufferings  they  may 
command  of  the  narrow  seas,this  country  I  have  to  undergo  before  death  kindly  puts 
will  be  reduced  to  a  position  of  a  dog  I  an  end  to  them.     The  accounts  of  the 
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starvation   of   England   will   surpass   in  I 
their  horrors  all  that  have  hitherto  been  ! 
recorded      by      historians.     Four     days  i 
command   of   the   sea   would   enable   a  i 
foreigner   to   invade   this   country   with 
forces  that  we  should  be  unable  to  with- 
stand.    If  he   did  not  invade,   but  re-  | 
mained  in  command  of  the  seas  for  four  j 
weeks,  we  should  then  have  commenced 
to  starve,  and  in  four  months  we  should  | 
have  starved  and  fought  one  another  for  ' 
food  in  such  a  manner  as  to  effect  a  : 
considerable  reduction  of  our  population.  ! 
The  rich  would  starve  as  well  as  the  poor.  I 
Motor-cars  and  "  old  masters  "  would  be 
exchanged  for  loaves  of  bread.     Race-  | 
horses  would  be  eaten.     Those  suspected  i 
of  hoarding  food  would  be  plundered  and  | 
murdered,    and   their   houses   would   be 
burnt  over  their  heads  by  their  starving 
fellow-countrymen. 

The  German  newspapers  met  the 
reduction  in  our  Naval  Estimates  in 
1906  with  derisive  shouts  of  enjoyment 
at  the  sight  of  England  putting  her 
**  hands  up "  to  (Jermany  at  the  first 
sign  of  the  commencement  of  the  financial 
struggle  for  the  command  of  the  North 
Sea.  For  whether  we  like  it  or  not,  the 
£nanci^  struggle  has  commenced  and 
will  continue  for  some  years  to  come. 
Whether  this  country  will  arouse  itself 
to  the  dangers  of  its  position,  and  meet 
the  impending  crisis  with  the  energy  and 
dignity  that  it  showed  a  century  ago, 
when  confronted  by  similar  dangers, 
remain  to  be  seen.  Grermany  may  get 
tired  of  wasting  her  money  on  unprofit- 
able ambitions  before  Great  Britain 
surrenders  the  means  of  ensuring  her 
food  supply,  before  we  put  it  into  the 
power  of  another  country  to  dictate  to 
us  how  much  we  should  be  allowed  to 
export  and  to  import,  and  under  what 
conditions  our  trade  and  manufactures 
are  to  be  carried  on. 

Grermany  has  flung  down  the  gauntlet 
for  a  financial  struggle,  and  that  gauntlet 
must  be  taken  up  whether  we  like  it  or 
not,  if  we  wish  to  avoid  starvation,  serf- 
dom, and  national  annihilation.  We 
hear  a  great  deal  about  the  unemployed 
And  about  the  evils  connected  with 
working  overtime.  Why  are  numbers  I 
of  men  connected  with  shipbuilding 
to  be  idle  yi  1908,  and  then  given  high  i 


wages  for  overtiriae  in  1910  ?  This  is 
a  strange  policy  for  a  Government  that 
claims  to  be  economical  and  to  be  a 
friend  of  the  working  man.  The  ships 
whose  building  we  postpone  will  cost 
us  a  great  deal  more  money  in  conse- 
quence of  our  delay.  If  ships  are  to 
be  well  and  cheaply  built,  their  con- 
struction should  be  as  continuous  as 
possible.  The  departure  from  the  Cawdor 
programme  was  the  gravest  financial 
mistake  that  a  Government  could  possibly 
commit.  We  are  relying  too  much  on 
our  assumed  power  of  building  more 
rapidly  than  other  countries.  Six  ot 
the  principal  private  yards  in  Grermany 
have  declared  that  between  them  they 
could  turn  out  a  total  of  fifteen  battle- 
ships in  a  year  if  they  could  only  get  the 
orders.  According  to  the  newspaper 
Admiral  Tirpitz  has  at  one  time  said 
that  the  Grermans  could  build  as  fast 
as  the  English,  and  has  latterly  asserted 
the  contrary.  I  can  see  no  reason 
why  they  should  not  be  able  to  build 
as  fast  as  we  can.  They  have  our 
"  Dreadnought  "  experience  to  go  upon. 

There  is  an  old  fable  called  "  The 
Hare  and  the  Tortoise."  There  is  also 
an  old  Grerman  saying,  "  Ohne  hast, 
ohne  rast."  In  1855  I  saw  the  only 
German  man-of-war  of  the  time,  an 
old  wooden  frigate,  lying  at  anchor  in 
Plymouth  Sound.  She  had  formerly 
figured  on  our  Navy  List  as  the  "  Thetis." 
In  the  sixties  I  was  a  shipmate  of  German 
military  officers  who  had  been  sent  on 
board  our  men-of-war  to  learn  seaman- 
ship and  gunnery,  so  as  to  be  able  to 
lay  the  foundations  of  a  German  Navy. 
We  were  excellent  friends,  and  I  have 
every  reason  to  believe  that  they  enjoyed 
their  two  years  stay  on  board  our  ships. 
From  these  small  beginnings  a  stead- 
fast and  unswerving  policy  has  built 
up  a  formidable  fleet.  Now  that  the 
German  tortoise  has  crept  halt-way 
over  the  course,  the  British  hare  is  re- 
commended to  go  to  sleep  on  its  form, 
and  to  let  the  tortoise  win.  I  hope, 
however^  that  Great  Britain  will  wake 
up,  that  it  will  insist  upon  Supplementary 
Estimates  before  it  is  too  late,  upon  a 
larger  building  programme,  upon  an 
earlier  completion  of  Rosyth,  and  upon 
a  coastal  scheme  for  removing  mechanical 
mines. 
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purpose.  For  the  noble  Earl  certainly 
put  the  worst  complexion  on  the  Govern- 
ment's statement  of  its  policy,  and 
attributed  to  us  the  very  worst  practices 
of  finance.  I  rather  protest  against 
that  line.  I  agree  that  the  office  which 
I  have  the  honour  to  hold  does  remove 
a  man  very  larjrely  from  the  jreneral 
political  work  of  his  Party.  He  must, 
in  naval  affairs,  be  entirely  outside 
Party ;  and  it  would  not  be  right  for  him 
to  take  an  active?  part  in  party  affairs 
That  is  a  principle  on  which  I  have  always 
<?ndeavoured  to  act. 

I  do  not  think  that  the  noljle  Earl 
has  altogether  remembered  the  heavy 
responsibility  that  ho  must  have  felt  when 
ho  held  my  otlice.  The  responsibility 
that  falls  ujxm  a  First  Lord  is  a  very 
serious  one.  It  is  a  double  one.  His 
primary  responsibility  is,  of  course,  to 
maintain  the  Navy  in  supreme  strength. 
It  must  also  bo  his  business  to  consider 
how  far  the  burden  of  naval  expense  may 
fairly  be  borne  by  the  people  of  this 
country.  The  charge  this  year  on  the 
taxpayers  is  no  h'ss  than  £32.319,500. 
No  one  will  say  that  this  is  a  small  burden.  ! 
It  r(']>rcsents  more  than  ono-iifth,  nearer  . 
oiu'-lourtli,  of  the  total  expenditure  of 
the  country.  It  involves,  1  think,  some- 
thing like  lis.  (id.  ])er  head  of  the  whole 
population  of  4-1,000,000  within  these 
isla  nds.  No  one  can  say  that  this  is  a  light 
burden,  and  it  seems  to  me  that  the  only 
answer  that  can  be  made  to  those  who 
protest  against  that  heavy  charge  is  to 
point  out  that  the  building  of  battleships, 
the  great  addition  to  naval  establish- 
ments, dockyards,  l)arracks,  and  so  forth,  . 
are  very  expensive  things;  but,  in 
comparison  with  the  expense  of  main-  j 
taining  the  Navy,  I  say  that  if  you  \ 
estimate  what  is  the  cost  of  battles,  ■ 
it  will  be  found  that  the  cost  of  our  naval 
cstablishn)ents  is  small  indeed.  . 

T  believe  that  our  conimaiul  of  the  soa 
is  ji  necessity  to  this  country,  and  that  it 
is    absolutely   essential   we    should    hold  ; 
that    command.     Our    position    as        a 
rountry   is   very  diiferent   from  that   of 
(»ther    countries.     Other   countries    have 
extended    land    frontiers    by    means    of ' 
wliicli,  even  in  titue  of  war,  they  can  get  i 
,su])plies,  if  not  in  one  quarter,  then  in  I 
another.     Besides  that,  they  have  large  ' 
resources  in  th<?  way  of  being  able  to  feed 

Lord  Twe'Imoufh. 


'  their  own  people  from  their  own  UdL 
That  is  not  our  case.     We  have  to  bm.^ 
■  everything    from    across    the    sea.   V-* 
;  have  to  bring   our   food  to  our  peopif 
.  across  the  sea  ;  we  have  to  bring  our  nv 
material  for  our  manufactures  acro^^  t'k 
sea ;  and  we  have  to  send  our  manuLh:- 
tures  and  other  exports  again  across  thr 
sea.     The  great  dominions  of  the  Kiii£ 
beyond  the  sea  were  gained  by  us  throtui 
;  our  power  on  the  sea,  and  it  is  by  the  sea 
;  that  we  can  defend  both  them  and  our- 
selves.   I  must  not  be  thought  Aveak  ii 
holding  the  opinion   that  the  comniaci 
of  the  sea  is  absolutely  necessary  for  us. 

I  will  first  answer  the  various  questiuns 
I  that  the  noble  Lord  has  asked  me,  and 
I  then  I  will  endeavour  to  meet  the  greater 
part  of  his  speech  by  taking  up  the  thiw 
.  (Treat  classes  of  work  we  have  to  do  in  the 
•  Admiralty — I    mean,     ships,     establi^- 
I  ineiits,  and  personnel.     The  first  question 
which  the  noble  Lord  brought  promin- 
ently  before    your    Lordships    Avas  the 
(juestion  of  the  two-Power  stajidard.   1 
(lo  not  think  the  definition  of  what  ii»  the 
i  two-Power    standard     is     altogether    a 
(juestion    for    the    Admiralty.     I    think 
that  we  are  the  servants  of  the  Govern- 
ment   to    carry     out     what     definition 
they    may     make     for     us.      On     the 
two -Power    standard     I    am    perfectly 
sound.     I  must  remind  the  House  that 
botli   the   Prime  Minister,   whose   graA*e 
indisposition  we  are  all  deeply  sorry  for, 
and  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer— 
the  one  last  year,  and  the  other  only  last 
week — accepted    in    the    most    decided 
manner   tfee   two-Power   standard.    Ac- 
cording to  what  is  recorded  in  the  Ad- 
miralty, I  find  that  my  predecessors  have 
always  taken  the  two-Power  standard  as 
meaning   the   two   next   strong    Powers 
abroad  plus  ten  per  cent.     I  have  rather 
a    wider    formula    m}'8elf.     I   am   here 
speaking    for   myself    and   not    for   my 
colleagues ;  but  I  much  prefer  this  de- 
finition as  to  the  standard — ^namely,  any 
reasonably     probable     combination     of 
other    foreign    Powers,     I    Avould    much 
rather  not  point  to  any  particular  one  or 
two  Powers,  but  I  would  say  this — every 
Government  has  to  consider  the  whole  of 
the  conditions*  of  our  position  towards 
foreign  comitries,  and  it  is  by  that  that 
the  standard  we  have  to  keep  up  should 
be  maintained  and  regulated. 
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There  was  a  small  question  about  the 
goats  at  Malta.  The  goats  still  live  ;  but 
it  was  not  the  goats  that  spread  the 
microbes,  it  was  their  milk;  and  the  way 
in  which  we  got  rid  of  the  Malta  fever  was 
by  preventing  the  sailors  and  marines 
of  the  Fleet  from  using  any  of  the  goats' 
milk.     As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  Malta 


he  an  extraordinary  thing  that  we  should 
have  received  all  this  ammunition  and 
iill  these  guns  through  the  War  Office. 
The  year  1901  was  the  year 'when'^the 
expenditure  on  aimmunition  reached 
its  high -water-mark.  A  considerable 
amount  of  ammunition  was  saved,  as 
well    as    annual    expenditure,    by    the 


goat  lives  in  a  very  dirty  manner ;  it  feeds  I  abolition  of  150  ships  that  were  scrapped, 
on  filthy  garbage ;  and  consequently  the  |  and  the  old  ammunition  which  was  on 


animal  is  liable  to  get  its  milk  much 
contaminated. 

The  noble  Lord  asked  me  a  question 
about  the  redundant  stores.     It  is  true 
that  both  Lord  Cawdor  and  I  have  used 
Tip  the  redundant  stores.     These  stores 
are  chiefly  accounted  for  by  the  scrap- 
ping of  the  smaller  ships  which  took  place 
during  the  time  of  Lord  Selbome  and  the 
closing  of -the  colonial  and  foreign  dock- 
yards.    There  was  an  enormous  accumu- 
lation of  stores,  and  they  were  transferred 
to    the    establishments    at   home.     This 
procedure  was  absolutely  right  and  econo- 
mical.    It  was  right  that  they  should  be 
used  up,  because  stores  deteriorate  or  get 
out   of  date.     There   are,    for   instance, 
changes  of  fashion  in  cablfes  and  anchors 
and  it  was  a  proper  course  to  take  to  use 
up  these  stores.    As  the  noble  Lord  said, 
it  is  perfectly  true  that  this  operation  ha  ^ 
been   going   on   for  four  years ;   it  ha^^ 
amounted     on     an     average     to  nearly 
£1,000,000  a  year,  and  we  have  got  the 
benefit  of  the  last  £500,000  for  next  year. 
In  respect  of  future  arrangements,  it  is 
found  that     owing   to   commercial   im- 
provements, we  can  get  our  stores  very 
much  more  quickly  than  we  used  to  do. 
It  is  quite  evident  that,  provided  our 
stores  are  sufficient  for  the  purposes  for 
which  they  are  required,  and  that  th(^ 
amount  we  have  makes  us  perfectly  safe 
in  case  of  emergency  arising,  it  is  not  wise 
to  keep  more  stores  than  we  need.    A 
fixed  sum  has  been  decided  upon,  and  we 
shall  make  provision  to  keep  a  sufficient 
supply  of  stores  for  all  purposes  that  may 
be  required. 

The  noble  Lord  accurately  stated  the 
fact  as  to  the  altered  arrangement 
for  ordering  naval  guns  and  ord- 
nance. The  decision  with  regard  to  guns 
and  ordnance  is  now  in  the  hands  of  the 


board  the  scrapped  ships  has  been  since 
used  for  the  purposes  of  practice.     It 
has  not  been  wasted,  and  its  use  has 
avoided  the  purchase  to  some  extent  of 
further  ammunition.    There  was  a  re- 
duction in  the  number  of  types  of  guns 
and  in  the  different  kinds  of  ammunition 
also.     The  annual  Vote  for  ammunition 
supplies  what  is  required  for  practice  and 
for  ships  building.  The  amount  required  is 
such  as  to  ensure  a  full  reserve  for  all  guns 
at  the  end  of  the  year  without  any  reduc- 
tion in  the  practice  of  the  Fleet.    The  hill 
practice    of    the    Fleet  will    be    main- 
tained this  year,  and  the  reserves  will 
be  kept  complete.     The  Vote  for  "guns 
depends  on  the  ships  building.  H We  have 
fewer    ships    building,    and,  ^therefore 
fewer  guns  will  be  required.    The  Vote 
for  torpedoes  depends  on  the  number  of 
torpedoes  and  mines.    The  mines  have 
been  taken  away  from  the  War  Office, 
and  instead  of  the  system  of  working 
mines  from  the  shores,  we  have  now 
started     mine-laying     ships.        Certain 
cruisers  have  been  assigned  to  that  par- 
ticular work.     To    sum    up,  the   ships 
completing      will       have      their      full 
ammunition,    including    the   reserve   of 
ammunition  for  the  guns  ;  the  practice 
of  the  Fleet  will  be  fully  provided  for 
and  the  total  of  reserve  ammunition  will 
be  maintained.    All  this  will  be  effected 
during  the  coming  financial  year.     The 
Ordnan'^e     Vote,     therefore,     is     fully 
adequate. 

Now,  in  asking  the  attention  of  the 
House  to. the  question  of  the  ships,  I 
have  to  say,  in  the  first  place,  that  some 
not  very  well-informed  criticisms  have 
been  made  with  regard  to  the  programme 
of  the  year.  It  is  said  that  it  is  too 
small,  that  we  are  putting  off  too  long, 
and   that   this  will   involve   danger  in 


Admiralty.  Our  guns  and  ammunition  |  future  years.  Well,  there  is  something 
are  different  from  those  under  the  charge  to  be  said  on  the  other  side.  I  believe 
of  the  War  Office,  and  it  seems  to  me  to  i  that  our  present  position  is  such  that  we 
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nr(3  ]jr!rf(;<;ily  juHtificd  is  not  going  on 
wiMi  a  yojy  big  jirogrumme  at  the  present 
nioiiiniil.  T\u)  principle  on  which  our 
HyHfi'iii  of  coiiHfTuction  is  founded  is  a 
ioijilly  <liiT«rnnt  one  from  that  of  foreign 
niitioiiH.  Fontigii  nations  all  make  up 
Ihoir  prograiiinicH  of  construction  for  a 
largo  imnilmr  of  years — sometimes  as 
many  as  Hovc.iitocu  or  twenty  years. 
Mv  lionls,  voii  are  all  well  aware  what 
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"  Invincibles ;  "  and  I  tell  jour  Lordships 
most  confidently  that  no  Power  in  the 
world  will  have  such  a  fleet  of  first-class 
battleships  as  we  shall  have  in  the  spring 
of  1911,  and  I  am  almost  inclined  to  go 
so  far  as  to  say  that  a  combination  of  all 
the  Powers  in  the  world  will  not  be  able 
to  put  an  equal  squadron  against  us.  I 
believe  that  a  moderate  rate  of  construc- 
.  tion  of  these  great  experimental  ships 

an  t'xlraonlin.'iry  devolo])ment  there  has    is  a  most  desirable  thing. 

botMi  in  lilt*  building  of  battleships.    All  ■      ^e  propose  to  lay  down  sLx  cruisers 

claHsos  of  fhoso  sUi})s  at  this  moment  are  ..  of  an  intermediate  class.     One  of  these 

v»Ty    inui'li   a    (|uoytiou  of  experiment,  i 

Wo  di>  not  know  what  the  types  we  are 

now   inlnHliu'ing  will  do,  and  whether 

i\wy  will  surotHul  or  not.     But  of  this  I 

nn\  siiro.  thai  wo  will  loam  a  gre:U  deal 

if  wo  obsorvo  prudonoo.     That  has  boon 

notably     tlio    oaso    with    tlio     "  Droiid- 

noiiiihi."     I  do  not  at  all  onoourairo  tho 

n^potiiion   of    tho  .iroum  tan  o>  of   ilo 

oonst mil io!'. of  t ho "  PivaduoujiliT."     Sho 

was   bv.ilt    \\\   thirtoou   mor.:h: 

cor.rso.  wo  won^  vorv  piwid  of 

do   !'.o:    Th'iV.k   i:    is   a  v.   oxiv^n: 
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cruisers  is  to  be  a  replica  of  the  "  Boadi- 
!  cea  " — which,  I  believe,  will  be  a  very 
useful  ship,  and  will  be  launched  in  May. 
Of  the  other  five  cruisers,  we  frankly  say 
that  their  design  is  not  yet  entirely 
settled.  The  Board  have  not  vet  had  the 
final  designs  under  consideration.  Bm 
I  w  ill  say  that  they  are  not  "  Bodiceas : " 
thoy  will  be  considerably  larger.  The 
"  Boadicea  "  is  about  3,500  tons ;  the  new 
ones  will  probably  run  from  4,000  to  5,000 
tons.  Again  I  will  not  enter  into  deuils. 
Thoy  will  bo  protected  cruisers — I  say 
v.othiiig  fiirther  than  that — and  I  believe 
:V.oy  w:",4  l^e  extremely  useful  ships. 
ri.oy  will  hive  very  considerable  coal 
•.•..^v.:t;-»:'.:o.  The  idea  is  that  they 
-:..■.:*. A  V-e  ,^:>  to  keep  the  sea  for  a  con- 
-..v.'ri": '.:^  :::v.o.  They  will  also  be  fast 
>'..  y>  :;■  L.>  or  -4  knots.  The  noble  Earl 
.■:..',■.;■: v,;:\i  :v.e  al^ou:  destroyers.  My 
..:.:. v.. v.::;:.  i:»es  ::oT  altogether  be^r 
.  ,.:  :.:>   :.::.{  iivlne  is  noi>?  sarisfactorv. 


.      -.  N  .      ,    .A 


Vr^N-.::?  ■    V- 


Lave  nott-a^en 


:i:  rMk*  Kemm. 


•■..-?L?    T'VZEri^C'riH :  I   take  the 

.x    :•;::>  i.<t  -rhf  -  -p:!.  bf  st  The  e'i 

.-   ■■■.    -.   :.      Tiii   - ::lf   Z&rl  iniie 

-^ :  ::    ::.•?     fiJT    ih^t     ceniiL 

.V.-.-     ....■->    v-:.,:i    TTf    :iLll     :^oar.ii 

-  -:    .  ^      »  :.:^     I?:-:     :i    very     cre^t 

:•«■:!   vT:irx:y   classei. 

V         : : :    I    tr.-.T'r    iii&t    -wss 


f-T* 


529 


The 


{18  March  1908} 


Navy. 


530 


♦Lord  TWEEDMOUTH:  They  ought 
to  have  been.  However,  they  are  not 
a  very  large  number  of  ships;  there 
are  only  fifteen  of  them. 

Earl  CAWDOR:  They  will  notafiect 
my  figures. 

♦Lord  TWEEDMOUTH:  I  count 
them  in  as  destroyers,  and  will  give  a 
comparison  between  the  British,  French, 
and  German  destroyer  fleets  in  the 
Home  waters.  We  expect  to  have 
ready  at  the  end  of  this  month,  of 
ocean-going  destroyers  of  33  knots,  4  ; 
of  the  river  class,  34  ;  of  30-knot  de- 
stroyers, 48  ;  of  2 7 -knot  destroyers,  28  ; 
of  coastal  destroyers,  15 — making  a 
total  of  129.  Asa  matter  of  fact  we  shall 
have  altogether  142,  but  there  are  under 
repair  or  due  for  repair  13,  thus  reducing 
the  number  to  129.  Germany  has 
57  destroyers,  10  divisional  torpedo- 
boats — altogether  67. .  The  French  have 
26  destroyers,  making  a  combined  total 
for  France  and  Germany  of  93,  as  com- 
pared with  the  129  of  Great  Britain.  I 
may  say  I  have  not  made  any  allowance 
for  German  or  French  boats  being  under 
repair.  If  we  were  to  take  the  same 
proportion  as  in  our  own  case  of  de- 
stroyers under  repair  we  should  find 
that  Germany  and  France  have  only 
85  ready,  in  comparison  with  129  of 
Great  Britain. 

So  far  as  destroyers  of  eleven  years 
and  under  are  concerned,  our  figures 
for  the  same  date  are — ocean-going,  4  ; 
river  class,  34  ;  30-knotters,  47  ;  coastal 
destroyers,  15— a  total  of  100.  The 
Germans  have  57  destroyers  and  1 
divisional  torpedo-boat  —  58  in  all. 
The  French  have  26  destroyers.  Al- 
together Grermany  and  France  have 
74  destroyers,  and  we  have  100  under 
eleven  years  in  Home  waters.  I  do 
not  think  that  is  a  bad  proportion, 
and,  so  far  as  the  two-Power  standard 
is  concerned,  I  think  I  have  made  a  good 
case  for  the  destroyers.  We  are  going 
to  lay  down  16  new  destroyers.  They 
will  be  of  the  last  improved  river  class, 
still  improved.  They  will  do  33  knots, 
and  I  think  they  will  be  extremely  good 
craft* 

The  noble  Lord  asked  me  a  question 
about    submarines.     This   year    we    are 


doing  exactly  the  same  as  in  former 
years,  devoting  £500,000  to  the  con- 
struction of  submarines.  Class  C,  which 
is  the  last  class  but  one,  has  been  very 
successful.  We  are  rather  proud  of 
the  result  of  our  submarines.  Class 
D.  is  going  through  trials,  and  I  believe 
from  those  trials  we  shall  derive  a 
very  considerable  amount  of  knowledge.  • 
These  Class  D.  submarines  have  a  much 
greater  sea-going  power  than  the  old 
ones ;  they  will  be  much  more  easily 
moved  about  from  place  to  place,  and 
will  become  more  and  more  useful  for 
the  purposes  of  coast  defence.  We 
sent  submarines  last  year  all  the  way 
from  Portsmouth  to  the  Firth  of  Forth, 
and  the  results  they  gave  as  seaboats 
were  very  remarkable.  We  had  much 
better  not  hurry  in  the  building  of  these 
submarines,  until  we  have  full  trials 
of  the  D.  Class,  in  order  that  we  may 
see  that  we  are  paying  our  money  for 
what  is  really  likely  to  be  a  good  article. 

I  will  now  briefly  state  the  distribu- 
tion of  our  ships  over  the  world  at  this 
moment.  I  would  impress  upon  your 
Lordships  what  is  the  Admiralty  policy 
in  this  very  important  matter.  We 
believe  that  the  great  matter  is  to  con- 
centrate our  big  ships  and  our  strongest 
ships  round  our  own  coasts.  Naval  war 
will  involve  instant  action.  The  way 
you  will  win  success  in  a  naval  war  is  by 
being  able  to  send  your  fleets  straight  at 
the  ships  of  the  other  Power.  I  believe 
a  naval  war  now  would  be  an  extremely 
short  affair  ;  and  it  is  absolutely  neces- 
sary that  our  ships  should  be  always  at 
hand  and  always  ready  to  do  the  duty 
required  of  them.  We  have  scattered 
over  the  world  a  great  many  ships.  We 
have  a  squadron  of  about  ten  cruisers 
in  Australian  waters  ;  we  have  another 
small  squadron  at  the  Cape ;  we  have 
another  larger  squadron  again  in  China, 
and  another  in  India,  which  works  in 
the  Persian  Gulf.  These  squadrons  are 
all  made  up  of  cruisers  of  different  sizes, 
and  I  think  they  are  very  good  for  the 
work  they  have  to  do.  Special  vessels 
are  provided  for  work  in  the  Persian  Gulf 
and  for  work  in  Chinese  waters,  and  I 
have  only  to-day  been  told  by  Sir  E. 
Grey  that  the  work  which  Sir  Arthur 
Moore  has  done  in  clearing  away  the 
pirates  in  the  Canton  River  is  beyond 

T  2 


531  The  {LORDS}  Navy.  532 

all  praise.  That  very  important  work'  ♦Lord  TWEEDMOUTH  :  The  admiral 
has  been  carried  on  with  great  success  ;  commanding  wished  to  have  four  battle- 
and  tact.  That  being  the  case  as  regards  .  ships  with  him.  The  arrangement  of  the 
our  more  scattered  ships,  I  should  also  |  Home  Fleet  is  that  there  are  spare  ships 
say  there  is  a  forth  cruiser  squadron  con-  -  at  Devonport  and  Portsmouth  which  are 
sisting  of  six  cruisers,  which  is  mainly  a  to  be  used  when  the  ships  in  the  Home 
training  ship  squadron.  They  also  have  Fleet  are  under  repair  or  not  available, 
the  care  of  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic,  '  The  reason  for  sen^Qng  the  "  Caesar  "  was 
and  look  after  the  fisheries,  the  West  |  that  the  admiral  wanted  a  fourth  ship. 
Indies,  and  so  forth,  and  do  very  useful  ■  and  it  was  accordingly  taken  for  tlus 
work.  ,  particular     cruise.       llie     other     ships 

mi        T  X     xi.     /I    X    xi_  X  now    (ruising     with     the     Nore    Divi- 

Then  I  come  to  the  fleets  that  are    ^^^^    ^^    ^^^    ^ome     Fleet     are     the 
nearer  home     First  there  is  the  Mediter-  ^^^^^^  «  AchiUes,"   "  Coch. 

ranean  Fleet,  which  has  SIX  battleships  :  ,,   « ^atal."   and   "Warrior,"    the 

with  three  atta-hed  cruisers  and  ^ected  cruisers  "  Charybdis "  and 
eleven  destroyers  and  the  mrd  Cruiser  .  Dido,  "the  third-class  cruiser  "Topaze," 
Squadron  as  Its  help-mate.     The  Atlan^^^^^  ^^^^^^  "Adventure,"   "  Attentive/' 

Squackon  has  six  battleships  and  the  ■  ^^^  c«  p^^^^j,,  ^j^^  «  Thetis  "  mine-laying 
Second   Cruiser    Squadron   as   its  com- ,  ^^^  ^^^    « ^       .,     "Hebe."    and 

pamon.     Then    we    have    the    Channel -.  j^^^^ ,,  ^^^^        ^^     ^^^^^^,^. 

Fleet,  consisingo^^  destroyers.    Altogether  there  is"a 

VII.'s  "  the  "  S^iftsure/'  the    Tnumph,    ,  ^^^^j  ^^  ^^^         ^^^  ^^^  ^^  ^  ^^^ 
and    four   other    battleships       It    has    AdmimI  RriHo«ni*n. 
three     attached     (rmsers,     thirty    des- 
troyers,    and     has     the    First     Cruiser 
Squadron  as  its  companion.     I  believe 


Admiral  Bridgeman. 


I  now  come  to  the  immediate  future 
-      .  ^       .      ^  ,^  ^^  , ,    of  the  Home  Fleet.    The  "  Shannon "  is 

there  IS  not  a  fleet  m  the  word  that  could  .g^  commissioned  and  is  about  to  join 
equal  It  I  thmk  Lord  Charles  Beresford  ^^^  y^^^  ^^^^^  Squadron  as  flagship, 
has  the  finest  set  ot  ships  under  him  that  j  ^^^^^  ^j  ^^^  u  Le^-iathan  "  ;  the  "  Mino- 
It  18  possible  to  conceive.  ,  ^^^  „  ^^  completing  for  sea  at  Devonport, 

I  come  to  the  question  of  the  Home  I  and  will,  it  is  expected,  join  the  Fifth 
Fleet.  I  wish,  in  the  first  place,  to  make  Cruiser  Squadron  early  in  April ;  the 
it  perfectly  clear  that  we  have  never  .  "  London  "  battleship,  will  join  the  Nore 
suggested  that  the  Home  Fleet  was  a  j  Division  at  Invergordon  in  about  a 
complete  fleet  yet.  The  Home  Fleet  is  j  week's  time  ;  the  "  Lord  Nelson  "  battle- 
the  last  new  fleet,  and  a  new  fleet  cannot  ■  ship  has  been  delayed  by  the  strike  in 
sprintr  like  Minerva  from  Jove's  brain  \  the  North,  so  that  no  date  has  yet  been 
(oinpietelv  armed  and  completely  fitted  fixed  for  her  joining  the  Nore  Division; 
up.  The"  Home  Fleet  will  become  a  and  the  "Agamemnon"  is  undergoing 
verv  great  fleet ;  it  alreadv  is  a  very  her  trials  preparatory  to  joining  the  Nore 
strong  one.  At  this  moment  that  fleet  Division.  I  think  we  may  safely  rely 
is  cruising.  1  upon  it  that  by  the  end  of  the  year  the 

Home  Fleet  will  have  become  an  extra- 

Earl  CAWDOR:  That  is  the  Nore  |  ^^^*^5^  «,^^«  ^^^^^  li  *J^*^  ii!^ 
^,    ,  mav  be  sure  that  the  Home  Fleet,  if  called 

^^^^  '  I  upon  to  do  its  duty,  wiU  do  it  welL    We 

;  have  two  different  classes  of  ships  which 

*LoRD  TWEEDMOUTH :  Yes,  the  '  ^i^^  belong  to  the  Home  Fleet,  and  1 
Nore  DiviMon.  It  has  with  it  now  four  believe  that  what  has  been  done  in  regard 
battleships— the  "Dreadnought,"  the  '  to  these  classes  is  an  immense  impiove- 
"  Bulwark,"  the  ''  Majestic,"  and  the  ^^^ent  on  the  old  Reserve  plan.  One  class 
"  CiLvsar."  The  noble  Lord  rather  found  '  ^f  these  ships,  stationed  at  Chatham, 
fault  because  the  "  Caesar  "  was  added.       Portsmouth,  and  Devonport,  consists  of 

ships  with  nucleus  crews.    There  is  also 

Earl  CAWDOR  :  I  did  not  find  fault ;  ;  a  second  class  of  Reserve  ships  which  it 
1  only  inquired  about  the  condition  of  !  is  not  necessary  to  keep  in  so  completely 
the  '**Caesar."  j  a  ready  condition,  but  which  we  also 
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shall  be  able  to  produce  with  far  greater 
celerily,  at  any  rate  in  time  to  be  of  the 
greatest  possible  service. 

The   Earl  op  HARDWICKE  :    Are 

nucleus  crews  taken  from  the  coast- 
guards ? 

♦Lord  TWEEDMOUTH:  No  ;  nucleus 
crews  are  taken  from  the  seamen  on 
active  service.  A  nucleus  crew  consists 
of  a  complement.  All  the  higher  ratings 
are  in  it.  We  have  only  to  put  on  men 
of  the  lower  ranks  who  have  to  do,  if  I 
may  so  describe  it,  the  work  of  hewers  of 
wood  and  drawers  of  water.  I  think  I 
have  now  pretty  well  covered  the  ground 
with  regard  to  ships. 


Earl  CAWDOR  :  There  is  one  ques- 
tion I  asked  with  regard  to  classification 
of  nucleus  crew  ships — ships  undergoing 
repairs  and  still  kept  in  commission,  and 
not  noted  as  undergoing  repairs. 
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officers  and  men  that  it  should  be  under- 
taken, because  cordite  kept  at  a  high  tem- 
perature is  extremely  dangerous  and  likely 
to  explode.  Explosions  have  taken  place 
in  the  French  Navy,  in  Japan,  and  in 
America  through  the  blowing  up  of  the 
magazine  by  this  kind  of  ammunition. 
I  believe  that  can  almo3t  entirely 
be  remedied  by  this  system  of 
cooling,  which  is  done  by  a  process 
of  brine  being  circulated  through  tubes, 
the  temperature  being  kept  to  about 
70°.  I  am  told  that  the  deteriora- 
tion of  cordite  does  not  seriously  arise 
imtil  a  temperature  of  over  90°  is  reached. 
Therefore,  we  have  a  good  margin.  We 
have  had  only  one  or  two  slight  accidents, 
none  of  them  leading  to  loss  of  life,  but 
sufficient  to  put  us  on  our  guard.  An 
item  under  this  head  will  inevitably  be 
foimd  in  future  Estimates. 


♦Lord  TWEEDMOUTH  :  That  system 
has  been  abandoned  now.  It  is  true  that 
the  two  ships  in  question  were  put  into 
the  Home  Fleet  because  it  was  thought 
desirable  to  keep  their  crews  together 
until  such  time  as  tfie  dockyards  could 
take  the  ships.  There  was  not  room  in 
the  dockyard  to  do  the  necessary  repairs 
to  these  ships,  and  it  was  thought  well  to 
keep  the  men  in  them  until  they  could 
be  moved  elsewhere.  But  that  system 
has  now  been  abandoned,  and  no  vessel 
undergi  ing  extensive  refit  will  be  shown 
as  included  in  the  Home  Fleet. 

A  great  deal  has  been  said  about  the 
way  repairs  have  been  carried  out.  The 
amount  which  has  been  spent  in  repairs 
during  the  last  two  years  is  rather  re- 
markable, and  disposes  of  the  charges 
made  against  the  Admiralty  in  respect  to 
this  matter.  The  amount  voted  for  re- 
pairs at  home  and  abroad  in  the  year 
1906-7  was  £1,628,100,  in  1907-8, 
£1,800,198,  and  the  amoimt  estimated 
to  be  expended  duimg  the  next  year  is 
£2,194,027.  I  ought  also  to  say  that  this 
year  an  additional  £200,000  will  have  been 
spent,  and  next  year  an  additional 
£330,000  will  be  spent  on  the  introduction 
of  cooling  apparatus  into  the  magazines  of 
warships.  This  was  found  to  be  of  pressing 
importance,  and  it  was  only  fair  to  the 


Now  I  come  to  the  question  of  works, 
and  here  I  have  been  met  with  a  consider- 
able difficulty.  The  Government  have 
decided — I  think  quite  wisely — that  no 
longer  should  the  system  of  public  works 
loans  be  resorted  to  to  provide  the 
necessary  money,  but  that  the  proper 
course  was  that  the  cost  of  works  should 
be  borne  in  the  Estimates  for  the  year. 
That  is  sound  finance,  but  it  is  very 
inconvenient  for  the  people  who  have 
to  carry  out  the  principle.  The  result 
is  that  I  find  myself  this  year,  in  respect 
of  loans  for  works  done  during  the  last 
twenty  years,  with  a  charge  of  no  less 
than  £1,260,000;  that  will  go  on  increasing 
and  in  1911  it  will,  I  think,  amount 
to  £1,350,000,  and  will  not  begin  to 
dihiinish  till  1924.  This  is  a  very  serious 
burden  for  any  Department  to  bear  when 
it  also  has  very  large  works  to  carry 
out.  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  I  am  face 
to  face  with  very  serious  works — works 
which  are  of  the  utmost  importance 
for  the  Navy  and  for  the  safety  of 
the  country.  In  the  first  place,  I  have 
to  deal  with  the  position  of  Portsmouth 
where  new  ships  cannot  be  taken  in 
without  great  difficulty.  This  is  a  very 
serious  thing,  and  we  are  now  making 
a  new  lock  there  of  very  considerable 
size.  It  will  take  four  years  to  complete, 
and  will  cost  over  £1,000,000.  I  hope 
to  get  the  contract  let  by  the  middle  of 
June,  and  we  shall  then  begin  it  and  get 
on  with  it  as  quickly  as  we  can. 
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I  come  next  to  Rosyth,  which  has 
been  on  the  Parliamentary  Uifis  for  a 
good  many  years.  I  think  the  works 
proposed  there  are  very  much  required, 
for  on  the  whole  of  the  East  Coast 
we  have  no  Government  dock  which 
will  take  a  "  Dreadnought "  or  an 
"  In\'incible,"  and  it  wouW  be  impossible 
for  the  country  to  continue  in  that 
position.  We  also  want  a  big  home 
for  our  big  ships,  and  we  propose  to 
use  the  Forth  and  this  new  basin  for 
that  purpose.  The  Forth  afEords  admir- 
able anchorage.  A  very  great  number 
of  ships  can  be  accommodated,  and  even 
this  year  it  will  be  used  a  great  deal  for 
the  Fifth  Cruiser  Squadron.  We  shall 
get  on  as  quickly  as  we  can  \nth  Rosyth', 
but  it  is  not  very  easy  to  do  so.  There 
is  really  piudence  in  delay.  So  many 
experiments  have  been  made  with  docks 
and  harbours  which  have  proved  tre- 
mendous failures  that  we  ought  to  make 
very  certain  of  our  ground  and  of  our 
plans  before  we  decide  finally.  One 
of  the  great  advantages  of  the  Rosyth 
proposal,  as  I  think,  is  that  there  is 
under  this  plan  a  very  easy  and  quick 
possibility  of  enlargement.  As  it  stands 
there  is  to  be  a  very  large  entrance  which 
may  be  used  as  a  dock.  There  is  another 
dock  able  to  take  a  "  Dreadnought "  or 
an  "  Invincible,"  and  there  is  also 
room  left  for  two  other  docks,  which 
can  be  very  quickly  constructed  without 
interference  with  the  other  works  if  it 
is  thought  desirable  hereafter.  The 
noble  Earl  asked  me  what  those  docks 
woiild  cost.  I  am  told  that  their  pro- 
bable cost  would  be  £350,000  each. 

The  noble  Earl  also  asked  me  how 
long  I  thought  it  would  be  before  Rosyth 
could  be  made  use  of.  I  believe,  I  hope, 
we  shall  he  able  to  do  the  work,  not  in 
ten  years,  but  in  seven  years.  I  w^ant 
to  make  it  quite  clear  that  the  small  sum 
put  down  for  Ros}i:h  this  year  does  not 
indicate  any  slackness  on  the  part  of  the 
Admiralty  in  pushing  the  work  forward. 
The  Director  of  Works  at  the  Admiralty 
has  informed  me  that  it  will  take  the 
whole  of  his  staff  until  July,  work- 
ing overtime,  to  finish  the  necessary 
drawings  for  the  contrart  particulars. 
He  says  that  it  is  a  most  faulty  system 
to  give  out  mere  sketch  plans.  The 
contract    phould    be   let   by  September. 

Lord  Tweedmautk 


With  regard  to  the  other  point  raised 
by  the  noble  Earl  I  »m  advised  that 
under  the  contract  itself  a  clause  which 
would  suggest  a  higher  rate  of  tender  if 
the  work  is  completed  in  a  short  time  is 
not  a  desirable  condition.  We  think  a 
better  plan  is  one  I  proi)08e  to  adopt.  I 
am  going  to  propose  that  a  bonus  shall 
be  given  to  the  contractor  who  takes 
the  work  if  he  completes  it  quicker 
than  the  contract  time.  Sometlung  of 
this  character  I  am  advised  is  a  better 
plan  than  the  other. 

I  ought  to  say  that  the  basin  at  Rosyth 
will  accommodate  twenty-two  of  these 
great  new  battleships  of  the  **  Invin- 
cible "  and  "  Dreadnought "  class  double- 
banked  against  the  quays,  and  that  the 
dock  and  lock  will  each  take  the 
"  Dreadnought "  or  "  Invincible,"  and 
the  lock  itself  would  take  the  "  Maure- 
tania  "  if  she  were  in  the  dock  alone. 
Then  we  have  in  the  Rosyth  scheme 
a  basin  and  camber  for  submarines 
and  for  destroyers.  The  cost  of 
the  plan  as  it  stands  now  in 
the  Royal  Gallery  is  about  three  and 
a    half  millions,    including    machinery. 

Then  we  shall  niake  what  -is  a  very 
important  change ;  we  have  determined 
to  shift  our  torpedo  manufactory  from 
Woolwich  to  Greenock  and  have  our 
torpedo  range  at  Loch  Long,  which  is 
very  convenient  to  Greenock.  Modem 
torpedoes  have  a  range  of  over  6,000 
yards,  but  the  longest  range  we  have  is 
2,500  yards  at  Portland,  and  there  it  can- 
not be  used  without  inconvenience  to 
the  shipping  in  harbour.  At  Loch  Ix)ng 
we  shall  have  a  range  of  7,000  yards  on 
the  Argyllshire  side.  I  think  I  ought  to 
say  a  word  in  acknowledgment  of  the 
great  courtesy  extended  to  us  by  Sir 
Hugh  Shaw  Stewart  so  far  as  Greenock  is 
concerned,  by  the  Corporation  of  Glasgow 
and  the  Coimty  Council  of  Argyllshire; 
this  has  greatly  helped  us  in 
making  the  necessary  arrangements  in 
re<?ard  to  this  scheme.'  I  think  the  cost 
will  be  something  over  £100,000.  Our 
intention  is,  where  ]^ossible,  nottodisnuss 
our  men  at  Woolwich,  but  to  take  the 
greater  number  of  the  torpedo  experts  to 
Greenock,  where  they  will  carry  on  their 
work.  I  believe  this  can  be  done  at  not 
very  high  cost  and  without  causing  very 
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much  inconvenience   to    the    men   and  I  anything   considerable    in    the    way    of 

saving  can  be  brought  about  by  reducing 
the  number  of  men. 


their  families, 

I  come  now  to  Haulbowline.  There 
the  dock  is  to  be  enlarged  to  a  size  that 
will  take  a  "  Dreadnought,"  and  that 
means  expenditure  of  another  £100,000. 
We  begin  the  work  this  year  and  hope  to 

get  it  completed  very  quickly.    It  will  be  a    •  .,  -n  i.     i.  ^  t  xi.- 

usefuladditiontoouidockaiommodation   '^^P*  they  wiU  be.  but  I  8*7  thin,  we 

cannot  rest  ourselves  on  the  chance  of 


I  am  anxious  to  do  alin^can  to  en- 
courage a  good  feeling  oetween  the 
Navy  and  the  mercantile  marine.  The 
latter  can  be  most  useful  to  us,  and  I 


for  the  big  class  of  ships.    These  works 
I  bring  before  your  lordships'  attention 
because 
<5arrying 


calling  together   the   reserves  when  an 


Z  they  jie  aU  pressing,  and  the  I  ^^^^  ^.^^^  *  T.^f  ''°*  ^^    "^ 
im  out  of  the  work  miit  lead  to  '  ^°'  i*'    ^  ^^^  A  °"«^*  *?  1*^  »  7°"^ 


in    favour    of    the    Naval    Volunteers. 


increase  of  the  Navy  Estimates  in  the  rm.                                 x-    i               / 

near  future.  ,  ^F.v.^'^   ""   'T^-'^^r^^ .^""Iv    '''''' 

I  and  they  are  established  on  the  Thames, 

I  come  now  to  the  question  of  perionneZ.  the  Tyne,  the  Clyde,  and  the    Severn. 

We  may  have  the  finest  ships,  the  finest  They  are  largely  made  up  of  men  engaged 

guns,   the   finest  establishments  in  the  in  shipbuilding  and  trades  allied  to  that 

world,  but  they  will  not  avail  us  unless  industry  and  may  prove  a  very  useful 

we  have  a  good  personnel  to  serve  us.  force.     Then  again  I  may  remind  your 

The  human  element  in  the  naval  service  Lordships  that  it  would  be  an  unfor- 

18  one  of  the  first  things  to  be  considered,  tunate  tiling  for  the  mercantile  marine 

A  great  many  people  think  that  an  im-  if  in  time  of  war  we  were  to  call  o£E  the 

mense  saving  might  be  effected  by  re-  best  of  their  officers  and  men.     We  want 

ducing  the   number  of    men,   but,   my  the  mercantile  marine  in  war  time  to 


Lords,  never  will  I  be  a  party  to  such 
A  proposal.  I  believe  it  is  absolutely 
necessary  to  keep  up  our  numbers.  I 
•daresay  an  Army  may  be  mobilised  in 
thirteen  days,  but  you  must  be  ready 
to  mobilise  your  Navy  in  thirteen 
hours.  You  cannot  wait  for  a  pro- 
clamation for  mobilising;  you  must 
have  the  men  at  hand,  in  the  ships,  in 
the  nucleus  crews,  or  in  the  training 
establishments.  You  must  have  men 
of  long  service.    A  seaman  cannot  learn 


carry  on  the  trade  of  the  country,  just 
as  if  war  did  not  exist;  the  im- 
portance of  the  duties  of  mercantile 
seamen  would  be, increased  by  a  state 
of  war,  and  therefore  the  best  men  should 
be  left  in  that  service,  though  a  certain 
number  we  should  be  glad  to  have 
helping  us.  I  put  it  to  my  noble  friend 
Lord  Inverclyde,  is  there  not  a  good 
deal  to  be  said  for  my  argument  ? 

With    regard   to   the    Coastguard,    I 


his  business  imder  six  years.  He  is  \  have  no  objection  to  produce  the  Report 
enlisted  now  for  twelve  years,  and  he  ,  of  the  Committee  on  the  subject,  and 
may  after  five  years'  man's  service  I  can  very  shortly  tell  your  Lordships 
;o    into     the     Royal    Naval    Reserve,    the    lines    the    Admiralty    propose    to 


f. 


!j[am  thankful  to  say  a  great  many  follow.  I  think  it  b  rather  an  anomaly 
men  do  not  do  so.  They  can  re-  that  there  should  be  thrown  on  the 
enlist  after  twelve  years  for  another  Navy  the  duty  of  the  exciseman.  As 
ten  years,  after  which  they  earn  a  con-  a  matter  of  fact,  in  many  parts  all  the 
siderable  pension  and  secure  a  com-  work  is  done  by  excisemen,  though 
fortable  future.  These  men,  officers  in  other  places  excisemen  and  coast- 
and  men,  \^e  must  have  well-trained,  guards  work  together.  Though  I  do 
The  working  of  a  great  modern  warship  not  think  that  excise  work  should  be 
is  a  trade  by  itself  that  takes  much  thrown  on  the  Navy  and  Navy  Estimates, 
learning,  it  requires  experts  to  carry  I  thoroughly  believe  that  the  coast- 
it  out  satisfactorily,  and  it  would  be  guard  should  continue  to  do  the  war 
the  rankest  folly,  the  greatest  want  of  signalling  and  so  forth,  which  is  necessary 
economy,  not  to  train  the  men  and  not  and  will  become  more  necessary ;  it  is 
to  keep  them  ready  for  the  time  when  not  a  small  service.  Again,  I  think 
the  call  must  be  made  upon  them.  I  they  ought  to  retain  the  dutie>  they 
do  not  then   agree   with  the   idea  that  ^  have  at  present  in  the  way  of  working 
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the  signal  apparatus,  the  rocket  appa- 
ratus, and  the  lifeboat  service.  At  this 
moment  undoubtedly  the  establish- 
ment of  the  coastguard  is  larger  than 
we  want ;  but  I  do  not  mean  by  reducing 


will,  I  hope,  improve  their  position. 
Well,  my  Lords,  I  end  as  I  began.  I  hope 
your  Lordships  all  think  this  is  a  case  of 
saJus  civitads  suprema  lex.  We  cannot 
afford  not  to  keep  up  the  Navy,  and  I 


the  number  of  the  ( oastguard  to  reduce  '  hope  all  pirties  without  any  reser\"e  will 
our    number    of    seamen.     My    idea    is    do  what  they  can  to  support  the  Navy  in 
that  as  we  reduce  the  number  of  the    the  great  work  it  has  to  do. 
coastguard  and  bring  in  more  of    the" 

Customs  men,  I  believe  the  Customs  g^j^^  CAWDOR:  Mv  Lords,  I  am 
are  perfectly  ready  to  employ  old  saUors  I  g^,^^,  ^^^  ^^^  j^^ye  Lord  considered  mv 
for  their  particular  work;  and  we  i  gp^,g\.|^  ^o  be  a  party  speech.  I  am 
should   transfer   men   to   places  in   our  -  -      - 

seamen's    ranks    and    so    increase    the 
strength  of  our  active  service. 

Befi>ro  I  loavo  the  subject  of  the 
j)ersoi}neL  1  ou«:Kt  to  trll  the  House  what 
is  proposed  to  be  d«)Uo  in  re«rard  to  en- 
gineer ortit  ers.  It  is  au  old  question, 
and  >\as  settlod  by  the  Admiralty  as  far 
back  as  W^YA,  but  for  some  reason  it  has 
not  been  rarried  into  effect.  In  future 
the  iniproveuieuts  in  the  pay  and  position 
of  engineer  olhrers  will  be  as  follows: 
Two  good  service  peiisions  of  £'200  per 
nnnum  will  I  e  established  for  engineer 
vice-adir.irals  iiud  engineer  n^ar-admirals, 
and  two  of  iir>0  a  year  {or  engineer  tap- 
tains.  Pensions  for  widows  and  compas- 
sionate allowances  to  orphans  of  engineer 
vice-admirals,  engineer  rear-admirals,  and 
engineer  vaptaiiiN  will  bo  on  the  s;\me 
scale  as  those  for  olluers  of  corresponding 
ranks  in  ihe  u;ihtary  branch.  The  pay 
of  an  eni:;ueor  captain  will  advanre  fn^m 
oos.  to  A0<.  a  d::y  by  annual  iiunMnents 
of  iV.  i\\.  a  \!..y  ii;>:oad  ol  iw  iuiTemeiUii  of 
Is.  a  dav.  Tl.r  TA\o  oi  pay  of  iI4s.  a  day 
i; r  . vj ed  a :t er  si x T eeii  y oa r>' 
us  engineer  -  lieutenanr,  or  as 
".t  \:tor»  iV.T  ;.v.vt  eiiiiii.eer-io-.r.- 
I  i:v.' :;v.»v:.    w.rli     reTro>in\  tivo 


Nvill    le 
service 
enciv.ct : 
ivar.iior 
efftvt  Xk 


;>!    Arril.   ]^.mC>.     The 


s  a.e  ot 


retired  \i%y  and  the  a  cos  for  con^pulsory 


will 


'.n 


rotiroiuen 

to      thost^     establishiHl 
the    millitary    bnmch. 
peusior.s    are    vow    av 
gui>l,ed    >!^:\^e> 
captair.s     ot    the 
Le'iiOra .  v"*'   .  ■.^:>  a' 
i»t;t -\0.v  \f .>  i^*.  ' \. 
ir.e^i-.va'.  v  '    r:-^. 
of  the  St'TN  ..  o<   ro:..'.:' 
ot^uers  :*;;.i:  i^ivvi  >.*:•, 
\  e  :^>:;:::'t\i  t.^r  '.\\c 
of  :\\,:  \r..v/\\.     Vi.o- 


future  be  aj^similatevi 

for     ot^ioers    of 

Ooixl     senivo 

ded    for   iv!  :.v- 

»     ilis:     o:V.vors    avd 

n\iiit;4ry    brancV,    :o 


I: 


afraid  it  has  become  usual  when  argu- 
ments are  put  forward  that  are  disliked  by 
opponents  for  the  latter  to  take  refuge  in 
the  assumption  that  they  were  made  in  a 
pirty  spirit.  I  can  only  repeat  that  as 
in  the  past  it  has  been,  so  in  the  future  it 
will  be,  although  I  may  not  succeed  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  noble  Lord,  my 
endeavour  to  keep  pirty  out  of  Naval 
controversy. 

May  I  a^k  the  noble  Lord  when  it  is 
likely  the  six  cruisers  will  be  laid  down, 
and  when  they  are  likely  to  be  ready  for 
commission  ?  The  noble  Lord  talked  a 
good  deal  about  finance,  and  suggested 
that  the  present' Estimates  are  no  light 
burden  on  the  taxpayer.  They  are  not. 
But  if  we  compare  it  with  the  burden 
that  will  have  to  be  laid  on  the  shoulders 
of  the  taxpayer  in  the  future,  it  may  be 
foimd  that  it  would  have  been  much 
better  for  him  to  bear  rather  more  this 
year  and  l??s  in  the  future.  I  agree  that 
the  further  we  can  set  back  the  building 
of  I'lew  battb^hips  the  better,  but  only 
ynn-ided  that  this  postponement  is  not 
inconsistent  with  the  maintenance  of  the 
two -Power  standard,  because  the  later 
the  building  the  more  perfect  will  be 
the  design. 

But  we  may  then  be  confronted  with 
another  difficulty — the  consideration  of 
how  much  of  a  burden  can  be  put  on  the 
tn^xpayer  through  the  Estimates  in  any 
ot;e  given  year  or  number  of  years.  We 
car.v.ot.  therefore,  keep  back  our  battle- 
ships only  to  put  them  all  in  aggin  two 
v^T  three  ye^^r*  her.ce  in  a  great  struggle 
TO  keep  up  the  two-Power  standard. 
The  wiser  -^xMicy  is  to  spread  th«r  build- 
iv.g  -.r.ore  evenly  over  the  years.  The 
v.v^V.e  l.orvi  has  not  told  us  quite  all  the 
s:ory  wirh  regard  to  the  position  in  191L 
H'.s  s:.«:en;ent  brought  us  up  to  Uie 
s;^r:vc  ^^t  that  vear.    The  statement  of 
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the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  was 
that  by  January,  1911,  we  should  have 
twelve  ships  of  this  class.  But  when  we 
come  to  November  or  December,  1911, 
which  is  the  critical  time  for  comparison, 
the  Grermano,  if  they  are  able  to  carry 
out  their  programme  in  the  time  sug- 
gested, will  have  thirteen,  so  that  we 
should  be  one  short.  If  the  noble  Lord 
had  brought  his  story  up  to  the  autumn 
of  1911  he  would  have  made  a  completer 
story.  His  colleague  in  another  place 
has,  however,  supplied  the  information 
up  to  the  autumn  of  that  year.  With 
regard  to  the  nucleus  crew  ships  under 
repair,  I  think  we  have  been  a  little  led 
astray  by  the  statement  of  one  of  the 
noble  Lord's  colleagues  in  another  place. 
Accepting  the  statement  now  made  by 
the  noble  Lord,  I  come  to  the  coastal 
destroyers,  and  I  would  urge  that  they 
should  be  kept  in  either  one  category 
or  another,  not  taken  out  of  the  des- 
troyers category  at  one  time  and  put 
into  the  torpedo  category  at.  another. 
They  should  have  some  more  secure  and 
continuous  resting-place.  As  the  noble 
Lord  said,  the  figures  which  he  was  kind 
enough  to  give  as  to  the  destroyers, 
answered  the  figures  I  gave,  and  I  assume 
that  the  noble  Lord  will  give  them  in  a 
Parliamentary    Return. 

Lord  TWEEDMOUTH  :  That  shall 
be  done. 

Earl  CAWDOR  :  I  hope  they  will  be 
given  as  far  back  as  1893,  and  that  the 
figures  for  other  countries  will  also  be 
given.  We  shall  then  be  able  to  see  how 
many  destroyeis  exist  in  each  country 
of  eleven  years  and  under.  I  gather 
from  the  noble  Lord's  explanation  re- 
garding the  Nore  Fleet,  thskt  the  Com- 
mander-in-Chief, on  going  out  for  his 
fleet  exercises  on  9th  March,  was  anxious 
to  take  with  him  four  battleships.  He 
had  six  under  his  command  at  Chatham, 
and  these  six  belonged  to  the  Nore  Fleet, 
which,  it  WAS  stated,  were  always  to  be 
ready  for  sea  at  a  moment's  notice. 
They  included  the  "London,"  the 
"  Magnificent,"  and  the  "  Victorious." 
Was  none  of  those  vessels  fit  to  make  up 
a  fourth  vessel  ?  Apparently  not,  for 
they  had  to  go  to  Devonport  and  fetch 
the  "  Caesar  "  and  leave  the  three  others 
behind  at  Chatham.     This  seems  to  con- 


firm the  view  some  people  had  that  half 
the  battleships  in  the  Nore  Fleet  at 
Chatham  were  unfit  to  go  to  sea.  The 
noble  Lord's  explanation  was  not  re- 
assuring, ii^^'il 

With  respect  to  the  two-Power  stan- 
dard, I  regret  that  the  noble  Lord  has 
not  been  able  to  accept  the  form  of  words 
which  I  suggested.  He  preferred  to  give 
his  assurance  in  a  form  which  appeared 
to  be  based  on  the  consideration  whether 
a  combination  between  certain  Powers 
was  probable.  That  is  to  rest  the  two- 
Power  standard  on  something  of  a  quick- 
sand. The  temptation  is  offered  to  a 
Minister  under  great  pressure  to  put  the 
two-Power  standard  on  a  basis  for 
economic  purposes  which  at  the  same 
moment  would  be  undesirable  as  far  as 
the  safety  of  the  country  was  concerned. 
I  know  of  no  safe  plan  of  dealing  with 
this  two-Power  standard  but  that  of 
putting  it  on  the  bed-rock  footing  of 
always  being  absolutely  supreme  against 
whatever  two  Powers  are  strongest  at 
sea,  whether  they  are  likely  to  oppose 
us  or  not.  The  noble  Lord  having  been 
good  enough  to  promise  some  Papers,  I 
will  withdraw  my  Motion  and  thank  the 
noble  Lord  for  the  kindness  and  care  with 
which  he  has  endeavoured  to  answer  the 
many  questions  with  which  I  am  afraid 
I  have  troubled  him. 

Lord  LAMINGTON :  I  should  like 
to  ask  for  an  answer  to  my  question  as 
to  the  Home  Fleet  being  brought 
together. 

Lord  TWEEDMOUTH:  They  are 
brought  together  for  twenty  days,  and 
it  is  at  the  discretion  of  the  Commander- 
in-Chief  as  to  how  the  vessels  are  to  be 
exercised  during  that  time.  They  were 
exercised  in  smaller  divisions,  and  were, 
I  suppose,  doing  as  good  work  as  could 
be  done  by  the  whole  fleet  manoeuvring 
during  the  whole  of  these  days  together. 
In  reply  to  Earl  Cawdor,  the  "  Magni- 
ficent "  and  "  Victorious  "  were  two  of 
the  battleships  under  repair.  The  "  Lon- 
don "  goes  to  join  the  fleet  at  Inver- 
gordon  in  a  week's  time.  The  six 
cruisers  I  spoke  of  will  probably  be  laid 
down  in  October.  With  regard  to  the 
destroyers,  their  being  numbered  instead 
of  named  led  to  the  confusion  complained 
of   in   the   lists.     The   Controller  found 
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blmself  at  a  great  loss  to  decide  on  names 
finr  these  smaller  ships,  so  he  decided  to 
number  them.  It  was  that  which  led 
to  the  difficulty. 


Bill  Buriness. 
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Motion  (by  leave  of  the  House),  with- 
drawn. 


POISONS  AND  PHARMACY  BILL  [h.l.]. 

Moved,  that  a  Committee  of  Five 
Lords  be  appointed  to  join  with  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  House  of  Commons  to  con- 
sider the  said  Bill. 

Agreed  to. 

The  Lords  following  were  named  of 
the  Committee : — 


L.  Saltoun. 
Im  Stanley  of 
Alderley. 


L.  Lawrence. 
L.  Monk  Bretton. 
L.  Haversham. 


Ordered,  That  such  Committee  have 
power  to  agree  with  the  Committee  of 
the  House  of  Commons  in  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  Chairman  :  Then  a  Message 
was  ordered  to  be  sent  td  the  House  of 
Commons  to  acquaint  them  therewith, 
and  to  request  them  to  appoint  the  Five 
Members  of  that  House  to  be  joined  with 
the  said  Committee  pursuant  to  the  Re- 
solution of  this  House  of  the  5th  instant 
and  to  the  Message  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons of  Thursday  last  signifying  their 
<5oncurrence  in  the  said  Resolution. 

House  adjourned  at  a  quarter 
before  Eight  o'clock,  till 
To-morrow,  half-past  Ten 
o'clock. 


HOUSE    OF    COMMONS. 
Wednesday,  ISth  March,  1908. 

The  House  met  at  a  quarter  before 
Three  of  the  Qock. 


case  of  the  following  Bill,  referred  on 
the  First  Reading  thereof,  Standing 
Order  62  has  been  complied  with,  viz. : — 
Camborne  Water  Bill. 


PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 


PRIVATE  BILT^  (STANDING   ORDER  02 
COMPLIED  WITH). 


Ordered,  That  the  Bill  be  read  a 
second  time. 

Derby  Gas  Bill. — As  amended,  con- 
sidered ;   to  be  read  the  third  time. 

PRIVATE  BILLS  (GROUP  C). 
Mr.  Whitbread  reported  from  the 
Committee  on  Group  C  of  Private 
Bills ;  That,  for  the  convenience  of 
parties,  the  Committee  had  adjourned 
tiQ  Monday  next,  at  Twelve  of  the 
clock. 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

PRIVATE  BILLS  (GROUP  A). 
Mr.  MooNEY  reported  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Group  A  of  [Private  Bills; 
That  the  parties  promoting  the  Glyn- 
corrwg  Urban  District  Council  Bill  had 
stated  that  the  evidence  of  Dr.  William 
Williams,  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
Cardiff,  and  Isaac  Davies,  of  Abergwynfi, 
Schoolmaster,  was  essential  to  their 
case ;  and,  it  having  been  proved  that 
their  attendance  could  not  be  procured 
without  the  intervention  of  the  House, 
he  had  been  instructed  to  move  that 
the  said  Dr.  William  Williams  and  Isaac 
Davies  do  attend  the  said  Committee 
To-morrow,  at  half -past  Eleven  of  the 
clock. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Dr.  William 
Williams  and  the  said  Isaac  Davies  do 
attend  the  Committee  on  Group  A  of 
Private  Bills  To-morrow,  at  half-past 
Eleven  of  the  Clock. 

Sligo  and  Arigna  Railway  Bill — 
Report  [17th  March]  from  the  Select 
Committee  on  Standing  Orders  read. 

Bill  to  be  read  a  second  time. — {The 
Chairman  of  Ways  and  Means.) 


MESSAGE  FROM  THE  LORDS. 
,      That  they  have  agreed  to  : — ^Amend- 
Mr.    Speaker    laid    upon    the    Table  ]  ments  to  Clyde  Navigation  (Superannua- 
Report  from  one  of  the  Examiners  of  |  tion)    Order   Confirmation   Bill   [Lords], 
Petitions  lor  Private  Bills,  That,  in  the ,  without  Amendment. 
.Z^G?  Tiffeedmouth, 
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ELEIMENTARY  EDUCATION  (ENGLAND 
AND  WALES)  BILL  AND  LICENSING 
BILL. 

Petition  from  Weston-super-Mare,   in 
{avour  ;   to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

LICENSING  BILL. 
Petitions  against :    From  Dorchester  » 
Eiddenninster  ;    Salisbury  ;    and  Wick- 
war  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

LICENSING  BILI^ 
Petitions  for  alteration  :  From  Biggles- 
wade ;     and  Tulse  Hill  and  West  Nor- 
wood ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

LICENSING  BILL. 
Petitions  in  favour :  From  Great 
Harwood ;  Lancashire  and  Cheshire 
(two) ;  Larkhall :  Lower  Broughton  ; 
Ifanchester;  and  Manchester  and  Sal- 
ford  ;    to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

SWAZILAND. 
Petition  of  Malungi  Nkosi  and  other 
Swazi  Chiefs,  for  legislation  ;   to  lie  upon 
the  Table. 

UNEMPLOYED  WORKMEN  BILL. 
Petition    from    Ayrshire,    in    favour ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 


CHECKWEIGHING  AT  LIME  AND  CEMENT 
WORKS,  ETC.,  (DEPARTMENTAL  COM- 
MITTEES). 

Copy  presented,  of  Reports  to  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment by  the  Departmental  Committees 
on  Checkweighing  in  :  (1)  Cement  Works 
and  Chalk  Quarries,  and  (2)  Lime  Works 
and  Limestone  Quarries  [by  Command] ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

TRADE  REPORTS  (ANNUAL  SERIES). 
Copies  presented,   of  Diplomatic  and 
Consular  Reports,   Annual   Series,   Nos. 
3962  and  3963  [by  Command];     to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

TRANSVAAL  GOVERNMENT  GUARAN- 
TEED LOAN. 

Copy  presented,  of  Treasury  Minute, 
dated  25th  February,  1908,  embodying 


the  Treasury  Guirantee  of  the  Transvaal 
Treasury  Bills  issued  under  Section  1 
(3)  of  the  Transvaal  Loan  (Guarantee) 
Act,  1907,  on  1st  February,  1908,  to  a 
total  amount  of  £500,000  [by  Act]; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

PAPER  LAID  UPON  THE  TABLE  BY  THE 
CLERK  OP  THE  HOUSE. 

Criminal  Appeal  Rules. —  Copy  of  the 
Criminal  Appeal  Rules,  1908  [by  Act]. 


QUESTIONS  AND  ANSWERS 
CIRCULATED  WITH  THE    VOTES. 


Promotion  in  the  Oivil  Service. 
Mr.  FIELD  (Dublin,  St.  Patrick) :  To 
ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  whether 
he  is  aware  that  the  present  discontent 
in  the  subordinate  ranks  of  the^  Civil 
Service  as  to  their  pay  and  prospects 
is  due  to  the  attitude  of  the  higher 
permanent  officials  ;  whether  he  is  aware 
that  some  of  these  gentlemen  have  at 
all  stages  of  their  official  career,  par- 
ticularly in  the  Post  Office,  opposed 
the  legitimate  and  temperate  claims  of 
subordinate  civil  servants,  many  of 
which,  after  investigation,  have  since  been 
granted ;  and  whether,  in  view  of  the 
many  service  questions  still  unsettled, 
he  will  arrange,  in  the  public  interest, 
that  these  disputes  shall  be  submitted 
to  the  arbitration  of  a  Committee  of  the 
House,  which  will  have  the  power  of 
carrying  out  its  own  Endings. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Runciman.)  The 
Answer  to  all  three  Questions  is  in  the 
negative. 

Erection  of  New  School  at  Oaddy^ 
Bandalstown. 

Mr.  SLOAN  (Belfast,  S.) :  To  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant 
of  Ireland,  if  plans  and  specifications 
have  been  prepared  for  the  erection 
of  a  new  school  at  Caddy,  Randalstown ; 
and,  if  so,  can  he  explain  the  cause  for 
the  delay  in  proceeding  with  the  work 
of  building. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  BirreU.)  The  mana- 
ger's special  plans  and  specification  have 
been  approved  and  a  grant  has  been 
sanctioned.  A  lease  of  the  site  of  the 
new  schoolhouse  was  sent  to  tha  \s^i^y^^t 
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on  7tli  instant  for  execution  and,  pend- 
ing the  receipt  of  this  document  duly 
executed,  the  Commissioners  of  National 
Education  cannot  issue  the  necessary 
authorisation  for  proceeding  with  the 
building. 

Distribution  of  Untenanted  Land  on  the 
Lambert  Minors  Estates. 

Mr.  DUFFY  (Galway,  S.) :  To  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  whether  he  is  aware  that  a 
number  of  tenants  on  the  Lambert 
Minors  property,  agricultural,  Athenry, 
have  been  in  the  habit  of  going  a  distance 
away  to  sow  conacre  potatoes  and  other 
crops  ;  whether  this  year  some  of  them 
have  to  travel  long  distances  to  try  and 
procure  land  for  the  purpose ;  and 
whether  he  will  communicate  with  the 
Estates  Commissioners  and  press  upon 
them  the  urgency  of  distributing  the  un- 
tenanted lands  on  this  property  with 
the  least  possible  delay. 

{Answered  by  Mr,  Birrell.)  I  have 
communicated  with  the  Estates  Com- 
missioners, who  inform  me  that  they 
can  add  nothing  to  the  statement  already 
made,  namely,  that  as  soon  as  the  arrange- 
ments for  re-sale  have  been  completed 
the  sale  will  be  carried  through  as  quickly 
as  possible. 

Australian  and  New  Zealand  State 
Bailways. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  (Clare,  E.) : 
To  ask  the  Lender-Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Colonies  if  he  will,  for  the  general 
information  of  Members,  make  a  state- 
ment showing  the  oiiginal  cost,  the 
present  earnings,  and  financial  position 
of  the  Australian  and  New  Zealand  State 
Railways,  showing  also  the  amount 
derived  by  the  States  from  the  railways 
over  and  above  the  interest  paid  on  cost 
of  construction  and  working. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Lloyd-Genrge,)  The 
information  asked  for  by  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber, so  far  as  it  is  available,  will  be  in- 
cluded in  the  Return  ordered  by  the  House 
at  the  instance  of  my  hon.  friend  the 
Member  for  North  Paddington.  The 
Return  will  be  issued  in  about  a  fort- 
night's time. 
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Registration  of  Workmen's  Clubs. 

I      Mr.  crooks  (Woolwich) :     To  ask 

I  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  how  many 

workmen's  clubs  are  registered  under  the 

I  provisions  of  the  Friendly  Societies  Act 

I  and  the  Industrial  and  Provident  Socie- 

I  ties  Act,   respectively  ;       whether  such 

,  registration  is  voluntary    and   involves 

I  the   making  of  the    rules    and   balance 

sheets  of  such  clubs   accessible  to  the 

public  ;  and  whether  such  balance  sheets 

indicate  an  expenditure  of  less  than  9A 

per  week  in  such  clubs  upon  intoxicating 

drink. 


{Answered  by  Mr.  Runcitnan.)  I  am 
informed  that  the  number  of  working 
men's  clubs  registered  under  the  Friendly 
Societies  Act  is  1,071.  Working  men's 
clubs  are  not  registered  as  such  under 
the  Industrial  and  Provident  Societies 
Acts,  but  there  are  a  number  of  societiei 
incorporated  under  those  Acts  wbose 
object  is  to  carry  on  the  business  of  chb 
proprietors.  It  is  probable  that  a  good 
many  carry  on  the  business  of  working 
men's  clubs,  some  of  them,  perhaps, 
more  than  one  club.  £veiy  societr, 
both  under  the  Friendly  Societies  Act 
and  the  Industrial  and  Provident  Societies 
Act,  is  bound  by  statute  to  supply  a 
copy  of  its  rules  to  every  person  on 
demand  on  payment  of  not  exceeding  la., 
also  to  supply  gratuitously  a  copy  of  its 
last  annual  balance  sheet  to  ever^  mem' 
ber  or  person  interested  in  the  funds,  but 
not  to  the  public.  There  are  no  statistics 
available  from  which  I  can  answer  the 
last  part  of  the  Question. 

i 

English  Licence  DntieB  on  Irish  Moton. 

Mr.  SLOAN :     To  ask  the  Secietaiy 

to  the  Treasur},  if  he  can  explain  why 

,  an  Irish  motorist  is  obliged  to  pa>  licence 

,  duty  to  the  Board  of  Inland  Revenue 

I  on  a  motor  car  which  may  only  be  passing 

'  through  Great  Britain,  notwithstanding 

I  the  fact  that  he  is  registered  in  Ireland 

I  as  the  owner  of  such  motor ;     can  he 

'  sa\    why  an  Irish  motorist,  keeping  a 

motor  car  in  Great  Britain,  is  obliged  to 

i  pa>  licence  duty  for  a  whole  ^ear,  and  in 

:  addition  thereto  is  liable  to  a  fine  for 

failing  to  take  out  a  licence,  although 

he  may  have  only  used  the  car  there  for 

one  day  ;     and  if  he  will  take  steps  to 

j  remedy  this  alleged  grievance. 
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{Answered  by  Mr.  Runoiman.)  There 
is  no  exemption  from  licence  duty  in 
favour  of  motor  cars  used  in  Great 
Britain  by  persons  resident  elsewhere, 
and  I  see  no  reason  to  alter  the  law. 

Mr.  SLOAN  :  To  ask  the  Secretary 
to  the  Treasury  if  the  licence  duty 
demanded  from  a  motorist  registered 
in  Ireland  is  remitted  by  the  Board  of 
Inland  Revenue  to  the  district  in  which 
the  car  has  been  used  for  the  upkeep 
of  the  roads  in  such  district. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Runciman.)  The 
duty  in  question  goes  to  the  local  authori- 
ties of  the  area  in  which  the  licence 
is  taken  out. 

Paciflc Cable— Increase  of  Grantsin-Aid. 
M|i.  HAROLD  COX  (Preston):  To 
ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  if  he 
can  give  any  further  explanation  than 
that  contained  in  the  Estimates  of  the 
fact  that  the  estimated  grant-in-aid  to 
the  Pacific  Cable  for  the  year  1908-9 
shows  a  considerable  increase  over  the 
estimated  grant  for  1907-8. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Runciman.)  In 
estimating  the  amount  of  the  grant-in- 
aid  required  for  any  year,  account  is 
taken  of  the  probable  balance  in  the 
hands  of  the  Board  at  the  beginning 
of  the  y^ar  available  for  expenditure. 
Last  year  it  was  estimated  that  the 
balance  available  on  1st  April,  1907, 
would  be  £20,355,  and  the  grant-in-aid 
was  reduced  by  that  amount.  The 
balance  available  on  1st  April,  1908, 
is  now  estimated  at  £6,976,  and  this 
difierence  accounts  for  the  increase  in 
the  grant-in-aid.  The  estimated  excess 
of  expenditure  over  traffic  receipts  is 
practically  the  same  for  the  two  years. 

Herring  Fisheries  (Scotland)  Act. 
Mr.  DUNDAS  WHITE  (Dumbarton- 
shire) :  To  ask  the  Secretary  for  Scotland 
whether  he  will  consider  the  desirability 
of  extending  Section  8  of  the  Herring 
Fishing  (Scotland)  Act,  1889,  so  as  to 
prohibit,  not  only  in  Scotland  but 
throughout  the  United  Kingdom  the 
landing  and  selling  of  fish  caught  in 
contravention  of  that  Act. 

{Aiswered  by  Mr.  Suiclair.)  The  Gov- 
ernment   have    not    lost    sight    of    this 


suggestion  ;  but  I  am  unable  at  this 
moment  to  give  any  undertaking  as  to 
additional  legislation  this  session. 

I 

I     Foreign  Trawlers  in  the  Moray  Firth. 

I  Mr.  R.  L.  HARMSWORTH  (Caithness- 
shire)  :  To  ask  the  Secretary  for  Scotland 
if  he  will  state  the  number  of  instances, 

I  month  by  month,  in  which  foreign 
trawlers  have  been  reported  as  fishing 

I  within    the    Moray    Firth    during    the 

'  twelve  months  ended  February  last 

,  (Answered  by  Mr  Sinclair )  The 
I  numbers  asked  for  are  as  follows  : — 
'  1907  :  March,  4o  ;  ApHl,  8  ;  May,  3  ; 
June,  13  ;  July,  6  ;  August,  4  ;  Septem- 
ber, 1 ;  October,  5  ;  November,  22  ; 
December,  26.  1908 :  January,  15 ; 
lebruary,  7  ;  in  all  155. 

School  Grants. 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN  (Wor- 
cestershire, E.) :     To  ask  the  President 
of  the  Board  of  Education  whether  he 
will  circulate  a   Memorandum  showing 
the  total  amount  of  grant  which  would 
have  been  payable  to  each  local  educa- 
tional authority,  and  the  amount  which 
this   sum   would  have   represented  per 
child    in    average    attendance    at    the 
I  schools  of  the  said  authority,   for  the 
I  year   1906-7,   if  the   scheme   of  grants 
'  described  in  Cd.  Paper  3945  had  then 
been  in   force,   and  if  no   schools  had 
I  contracted  out. 

(An8U}ered  by  Mr.  McKenna.)  I  am 
,  having  a  Memorandum  prepared  showing, 
,  as  far  as  possible,  the  amount  which 
each  local  education  authority  would 
have  received  in  the  financial  year 
ending  on  31st  March,  1908,  if  the  new 
scheme  of  grants  had  been  in  operation. 
The  results  must,  however,  be  to  some 
extent  based  on  estimates  and  not  on 
actual  figures,  inasmuch  as  a  consider- 
able portion  of  the  audited  financial 
statements  of  local  education  authorities 
for  the  year  1906-7,  upon  which  the 
calculation  of  the  grant  for  loan  charges 
is  based,  have  not  yet  been  received 
or  examined.  It  may  also  be  necessary 
for  the  same  reason  to  ignore  the  limita- 
tion of  the  grant  to  75  per  cent,  of  the 
local  authority's  expenditure,  the  finan- 
cial effect  of  which  will  not  in  any  case 
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separate  figuies  are  available  for  childi«i 
under  four  years  of  age. 

The  Duke  of  York's  School 
Mr.  HART-DAVIES  (Hackney,  N.): 
To  ask  the  First  Commissioner  of  Works 
under  what  statutory  authority  the 
site  and  buildings  of  the  Duke  of  York's 
Royal  Military  School  at  Chelsea  are 
vested  in  the  charge  of  the  Commissioner 
of  Works. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Harcourt.)  Under 
The  Royal  Military  Asylum,  Chelsea 
(Transfer)  Act,  1884  (47  and  48  Fict, 
cap.  32). 

British  and  Foreign  Naval  Expenditure 
on  New  uonstraction. 

Mr.  NIELD  (Middlesex,  Ealing) :  To 
ask  the  Secretary  to  tiie  Admiralty 
what  was  the  amoxmt  of  money  devoted 
to  new  construction  for  the  years  1906 
and  1907,  together  with  the  total  na^ 
expenditure,  by  France,  Qermany,  and 
Russia,  respectively,  during  the  cones- 
ponding  period  and  for  the  like  purpose. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Edmund  Robertson.) 

Total  Naval  Expenditure  and  Expenditure  on  New  Construction  and  Armament  of 
France,  Germany,  and  Russia  for  the  years  1906  and  1907. 


be  great  and  will  be  still  less  in  1909-10, 
the  earliest  year  in  which  the  new  system 
could  become  operative. 

School  Grants— Children  under  Five 
Tears  of  Age. 

Mr.  HAROLD  COX:  To  ask  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Education 
what  would  be,  approximately,  the 
saving  on  the  Vote  fot  Elementary 
Education  in  the  forthcoming  year  if 
no  grant  were  paid  on  account  of  children 
under  four  years  of  age,  and  what  would 
be  the  saving  if  no  grant  were  paid  on 
account  of  children  under  five  years  of 


(Answered  by  Mr.  McKenna.)  The 
average  attendance  of  children  under 
five  years  during  the  statistical  year 
ending  31st  July,  1907,  was  367,206. 
The  numbers  have  been  decreasing, 
and  it  may  be  assumed  that  the  average 
attendance  of  such  children  on  which 
grant  will  become  payable  in  1908-9 
will  be  about  300,000.  If  this  average 
attendance  were  disallowed  for  the 
purpose  of  all  grants,  the  saving  on  the 
Vote    would    be    about    £577,000.    No 


Country. 

Year.     '       Total  Expenditure. 

Expenditure  on 

New  Constraction  and 

Armament. 

France    (financial    year, 
Ist    January    to  31st 
December) 

Germany  (financial  year, 
1st    April      to     31st 
March) 

Russia    (financial     year, 
1st  January    to    Slst 
December  (o.  S.) 

1 

£ 
1906     ,          13,003,238 

,  1907               12,486,793 

1906              12,005,871 

.  1907               13,623,924 
(estimated) 

1906  12,490,444 

(voted) 

1907  8,871,327 

(voted) 

£ 
6,702,267 

5,132,494 

5,342,466 

6,286,225 

4,676,553 
(voted) 

2,870,028 
(voted) 

Total  - 

72,481,597 

29,909,033 

Note. — The  figures  for  Russia  do  not  include  £1,800,000  subscribed  by  volontary 
contributions  and  expended  during  the  years  1904,  1905,  1906,  and  1907. 
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HoUesley  Bay  Labour  Colony  Accounts. 
Sir  F.  CHANNING  (Northampton- 
shire, E.) :  To  ask  the  President  of  the 
Local  Government  Board,  whether  he 
will  state,  from  the  accounts  of  the 
Hollesley  Bay  labour  colony  as  exam- 
ined by  the  Local  Government  Board, 
how  he  arrives  at  the  figures  of  £100,000 
as  representing  the  cost  of  the  settlement 
in  less  than  four  years,  and  of  £22,000 
a  year  as  the  net  loss  per  annum  of  the 
settlement;   and  what  were  the  receipts    ^^^  ^^^^^^^  ^  examined  by  the  Local 


set  off  against  the  total  gross  cost  of 
£97,287  incurred  between  11th  December 
1905  and  28th  February  last  amount  to 
£12,078  7s.   lid. 

Sir  F.  CHANNING:  To  ask  the 
President  of  the  Local  Grovernment 
Board,  what  has  been  the  average  cost 
per  man  per  week,  and  what  is  now  the 
average  cost  per  man  per  week,  at  Hol- 
lesley Bay  and  at  Laindon,  as  shown  in 


4.   ^ji     ^  •     i.   j.\.     xi.1  xxl  '^"«  »uuouui»  as  eA^aminea  oy  line  jjocai 

£100  000  ^'"^  *^^ '  Government  Board;   whether  this  cost 

'       '  includes  the  maintenance  of  the  wives 


and  children  of  the  men  in  those  labour 
colonies  ;    what  is  the  average  number  of 


(Answered  by  Mr,  John  Burns.)    My 

hon.  friend  no  doubt  refers  to  my  speech  ■     •  j    i.-ij  •     i  j  j       j  xi. 

,,     XT  T?   J       1    i.     mi.  wives  and  children  so  mcluded  and  the 

in  the  House  on  rriday  last.    The  sum  I 

of   £100,000   mentioned   by    me   as  the 


gross  cost  of  the  estate  was  a  round 
figure  ;  the  exact  sum  is  £97,287.  This 
is  made  up  of  £43,475,  representing  the 
total  cost  of  purchase,  and  £53,812, 
representing  the  gross  cost  of  main- 
tenance from  the  date  of  the  transfer  of 
the  farm  colony  to  the  Central  Body, 
11th  December,  1905,  to  the  28th  ultimo, 
a  period  of  about  two  and  a  quarter  years. 
As  regards  the  sum  of  £22,000, 1  see  from 
the  manuscript  note  of  my  speech  that 
this  should  be  £21,000.  This  also  was  a 
round  figure.  The  exact  figure  supplied 
to  me  by  the  Central  Unemployed  Body 
is  £20,954,  and  relates  to  the  year  ended 
Sist  March,   1907.     The  receipts  to  be 


;  average  number  of  men  in  the  colonies 
with  wives  and  children ;  and  what  is 
the  corresponding  cost  per  man  with 
wife  and  similar  proportion  of  children 
in  the  metropolitan  workhouses  and  in 
the  workhouses  of  provincial  towns  and 
in  rural  counties. 

(Answered  hy  Mr,  John  Burns,)  As 
regards  the  farm  colony  at  Hollesley 
Bay,  the  following  statement  gives  the 
particulars  desired  of  the  average  cost 
of  maintenance  of  each  man  sent  to  the 
colony  during  the  financial  year  ended 
on  Sist  March,  1907,  and  similar  par- 
ticulars relating  to  the  period  between 
1st  April,  1907  and  28th  February,  1908. 


1 

1  Average  gross  cost 
Period.                      i  of  inalntenaDce  |>er 
I      head  per  week. 

1 

Deduot  average 

receipts  from  sades 

&c.,  per  head  per 

week. 

Net  cost  of  main- 
per  week. 

1st  April,  1906,  to  31st 
March,  1907       - 

Ist  April,  1907,  to  28th 
February,  1908  - 

8. 

37-34 
44-12 

s. 

7-16 

11-97 

s. 
30-18 

32-15 

The  payments  made  by  the  Central  (Un- 
employed) Body  for  London  in  aid  of 
the  maintenance  of  the  wives  and  chil- 
dren of  the  men  sent  to  the  colony  are 
included  in  the  above  statement,  but  the 
annual  charge  in  respect  of  the  loan 
raised  to  defray  the  costs  of  the  purchase 
of  the  colony  is  not  included.     I  have  no 


information  as  to  the  number  of  women 
and  children  dependent  on  the  men  sent 
to  the  colony  during  the  period  covered 
by  the  statement.  As  regards  the 
branch  workhouse  at  Laindon  I  recently 
gave  the  cost  per  inmate  as  24s.  per 
week.  This  rate  was  based  on  the  latest 
figures  in  my  possession  of  one  year's 
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expenditure  at  that  institution,  after 
giving  credit  for  the  value  ot  the  produce 
sold  or  consumed,  and  on  an  average 
number  of  inmates  taken  at  143.  It 
includes  a  figure  for  the  cost  of  the  relief 
given  separately  by  the  guardians  to  the 
wives  and  children.  I  am  not  able  to 
give  the  precise  information  asked  for 
as  regards  the  number  of  wives  and 
children  as  distinguished  from  the  cost 
of  their  relief,  but  I  am  informed  that 
the  largest  number  of  inmates  on  any 
day  between  25th  February  and  7th 
March,  1908,  was  ninety-eight,  that  with 
three  exceptions  all  the  men  had  depen- 
dents, and  that  the  average  number  of 
children  in  each  case  was  between  three 
and  four.  It  is  not,  possible  to  give 
corresponding  figures  of  cost  with  re- 
spect to  the  cases  referred  to  in  the  last 
part  of  the  Question ;  but  I  may  draw 
the  attention  of  my  hon.  friend  to  the 
statistics  given  at  page  148  of  the  last 
Annual  Report  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  relative  to  the  cost  of  the 
relief  of  indoor  and  outdoor  paupers  in 
London  and  the  provinces. 

Imports  of  Plain  Potato  Spirit. 
Mr.  haddock  (Lancashire,  North 
Lonsdale)  :  To  ask  the  President  of  the 
Local  Government  Board,  whether  he 
can  state  the  number  of  proof  gallons  of 
plain  potato  spirit  imported  during  the 
year  1907,  and  the  names  of  the  countries 
from  which  it  came. 

{Answered  by  Mr,  Llot/d-George,)    My 
right  hon.  friend  has  asked  me  to  reply 
to  this  Question.     Plain  potato  spirit  is 
Included     on     importation     under    the 
general     heading     of     "  Unenumerated  i 
spirits,"  and  no  separate  records  exist.  ! 
I  regret,  therefore,  that  I  am  unable  to  ] 
give  the  information  desired.  i 

Sale  of  the  Duke  of  York's  School.  , 
Mr.  HAET-DAVIE8:  To  ask  the  | 
Secretary  of  State  for  War,  whether  the 
consent  of  Parliament  has  been  given  | 
to  the  saleof  the  site  of  the  Dukeol  York's  i 
Military  School  and  the  transfer  of  the 
school  to  Dover. 

(Answered   by   Mr.    Harcoxirt.)     There  ' 
is  no  special  statutory  sanction  for  this, 
end  I  am  fldvised  that  such  is  not  neces-  ' 


Issue  of  New  Short  Bifle  to  the  Yeomamy' 
Mr.  BRODIE  (Surrey,  Reigate) :  To 
ask  the  Secretary  of  St^te  for  War, 
whether  he  can  state  the  date  on  which 
the  new  short  rifle  will  be  ready  for  issue 
to  the  Yeomanry  ;  and  whether,  in  new 
of  the  fact  that  the  musketry  season  is 
from  April  to  September,  he  will  do  his 
utmost  to  get  the  rifle  issued  by  the 
beginning  of  April. 

(Ansxcered  by  Mr,  Secretary  Haldane.) 
I  am  afraid  that  it  will  not  be  practicable 
to  issue  the  rifles  and  acoutrements 
until  after  the  training  season  is  over. 
Every  effort  will  be  made  to  hasten  the 
supply ;  but  I  cannot  at  present  give 
any  definite  date. 


QUESTIONS  IN  THE  HOUSE. 


I  HMS.  "Indus." 

i  Mr.  BARNES  (Glasgow,  Blackfriars): 
I  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Ad- 
I  miralty  what  number  of  naval  police  are 
I  employed  on  H.M.S.  "  Indus  "  training 
establishment  for  stoker  ratings. 

The  secretary  to  the  ADMIK- 
ALTY  (Mr.  Edmund  Robertson,  Dun- 
dee) :  Four,  sir. 

Warships  at  Hayti. 
Sir  GILBERT  PARKER  (Gravesend) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Ad- 
miralty where  the  two  warships  sent  to 
Hayti  were  at  the  time  of  the  outbreak 
there,  and  when  they  are  expected  to 
arrive  at  the  island. 

Mr.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON  :  The 
<<  Indefatigable "  was  at  Jamaica  and 
arrived  at  Hayti  on  Monday  evening. 
The  "Cressy"  was  on  passage  from 
Bermuda  to  Jamaica.  She  was  enected 
to  be  passing  within  120  miles  of  Port 
au  Prince  on  Monday  night. 

Discharges  of  Tubercnlons  Soldiers. 
Mr.  SUMMERBELL  ^Sunderland) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  if  he  can  state  the  number  of  soldiers 
discharged  during  1907  suffering  from 
tuberculosis,  and  who  were  in  receipt  of 
a  pension ;  and  the  number  of  men 
discharged  during  the  same  period  suffer- 
ing from  the  same  disease  and  who  were 


557 


Questions. 


{18  March  1908} 


QtAestions. 


558 


in  receipt  of  a  pension  due  to  having 
contracted  the  disease  while  in  the  service 
or  due  to  the  climate  where  serving. 

The  secretary  of  STATE  for 
WAR  (Mr.  Haldane,  Haddington) : 
Three  hundred  and  fifty-seven  men  were 
invalided  for  tuberculosis  during  the 
year  1907.  Of  these,  216  received  pen- 
sions (most  of  them  temporary  in  the 
first  instance)  and  of  these,  fifty  contrac- 
ted the  disease  owing  to  their  military 
service,  and  forty  from  climate. 

Colonel  SEELY  (Liverpool,  Aber- 
cromby) :  In  yiew  of  these  figures  will 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  reconsider  his 
decision  with  regard  to  the  recommenda- 
tions of  the  Departmental  Committee  on 
this  question  ? 

Mr.  HALDANE:  That  is  a  matter 
now  beyond  the  province  of  the  War 
Office. 

Enfield  Factory  Apprentices. 
Mr.  branch  (Middlesex,  Enfield): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  whether  he  is  aware  that  lads  who 
are  engaged  as  apprentices  at  the  Royal 
Small  Arms  Factory,  Enfield,  are  uni- 
formly discharged  on  reaching  the  age  of 
21,  when  they  have  learnt  their  trade 
and  become  competent  workmen ;  and 
whether  he  will  consider  the  desirability 
of  discontinuing  this  course  in  view  of 
the  cost  to  the  State  of  training  these 
lads,  and  in  the  interests  of  the  lads  and 
the  parents  who  have  to  support  them 
upon  small  wages  during  the  period  of 
apprenticeship. 

Mr.  HALDANE:  There  are  points 
connected  with  this  question  which  are 
under  consideration,  and  I  shall  be  glad 
if  my  hon  friend  would  put  the  Question 
to  me  again  at  a  later  date. 

Lord  Roberts  and  the  Territorial  Army 
Artillery- 

Mr.  ARNOLD  FORSTER  (Croydon) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  ot  State  for 
War  whether,  in  view  of  the  opinion  ex- 
pressed by  Field-Marshal  Earl  Roberts  to 
the  effect  that  the  artillery  of  the  Terri- 
torial Army  must  be  not  useless  but 
dangerous  in  war,  the  Army  Council  pro- 
pose to  persist  in  the  policy  of  spending 
public  money  on  the  creation  of  196  bat- 
teries  of    this   class    of    artillery;     and 
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whether,  in  view  of  the  great  importance 
of  the  question,  he  will  lay  upon  the 
Table  the  Report  of  a  Departmental 
Committee,  under  the  presidency  of 
General  Mackinnon  (Director  of*  Auxili- 
ary Forces),  appointed  in  1905  to  consider 
the  advisability  of  creating  Volunteer 
field  batteries,  together  with  the  minutes 
referring  to  the  same,  by  Sir  Frederick 
Stopford,  Director  of  Military  Training, 
Sir  Neville  Lyttelton,  Chief  of  the 
General  Staff,  and  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  War,  dated  respectively  the  29th 
September,  the  6th  October,  the  7th 
October,  and  the  13th  November,  1905. 

Mr,  HALDANE :  The  policy  of  giving 
the  Second  Line  Army  a  real  military 
organisation,  including  all  arms  and 
services,  was  deliberately  adopted  last 
year  by  both  Houses  of  Parliament  after 
full  discussion,  and  it  is  not  now  proposed 
to  modify  this  policy  in  any  respect.  The 
gallant  Field-Marshal's  criticisms,  to 
which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  alludes^ 
appear  to  me  to  apply  as  much  to  the 
whole  Territorial  Force  as  to  the  Artillery 
portion  of  it.  As  regard^  the  last  part 
of  the  Question,  I  cannot  undertake  ta 
lay  on  the  Table  documents  which  refer 
to  discussions  which  took  place  between 
my  predecessor  in  office  and  his  confi- 
dential advisers. 

Mr.  ARNOLD-FORSTER:  WiU  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  state  whether  the 
officers  named  were  amongst  those  who  he 
stated  were  in  favour  of  the  policy  of 
19061 

Mr.  HALDANE:  I  do  not  propose 
to  criticise  or  cross-question  on  this 
Question. 

Mr.  ARTHUR  LEE  (Hampshire* 
Fareham)  :  Will  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man give  the  House  the  names  of  any 
distinguished  or  important  soldier  who  is 
in  favour  of  this  proposal  ? 


Mr.   HALDANE: 
large  number. 


There   is    a   very 


Mr.  PIRIE  (Aberdeen,  N.) :  Is  it  not 
the  case  that  the  value  of  the  Field-Mar- 
shal's criticism  as  an  expert  is  greatly 
lessened  by  his  marked  political  bias  1 

[No  Answer  was  returned.] 
U 
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Militia  Adjutants. 
Lord  J.  JOICEY-CECIL  (Lincolnshire, 
Stamford) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  War  whether  he  has  had  under 
his  consideration  the  cases  of  hardship 
inflicted  on  adjutants  of  the  disbanded 
Militia  battalions,  some  of  whom,  having 
been  appointed  just  prior  to  the  issuing 
of  the  Oixier  for  dis))andment,  have 
incurred  great  and  apparently  unneces- 
sary expense  ;  and  what  steps  he  pro- 
poses to  take. 

Mr.  HALDAXE:  During  the  last 
twelve  months  six  adjutant:*  have  been 
appointed  to  Militia  battalions  which 
have  since  been  disbanded.  Two  of 
these  officers  have  been  re-appointed  to  ! 
other   battiilions,  and  as   far  as  possible  ! 


Questums. 
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prop3rty   since  the   Licensing  Bill  wai 
introduced  has  been  the  sum  of  £4,400 ! 

Mr.  LEIF    JONES      (Westmorelan-i 
Appleby) :  Is  the  property  for  sale  \ 


Mr.  HALDANE: 
it :  it  is  news  to  mo. 


I  am    not  aware  of 


Mr.  BOTTOMLEY  (Hackney,  S.): 
Has  the  ri^ht  hon.  Gentleman's  attention 
been  called  to  the  statement  by  the  pur- 
chaser that  the  average  profits  for  thinv 
years  past  amount  to  only  3^  perceoi 
on  the  outlay,  and  whether,  under  the 
circumstances,  he  will  consider  the  equitj 
of  returning  one  half  of  the  purchase 
money  ? 


the  wishes  of  the  remaining  officers  will 
be  favourablv  considered. 


Militia  Battalion  Oolours. 
Lord  J.  JOICEY-CECIL :  I  hes  to 
adk  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
whether  the  officers  of  a  Militia  battalion 
assembling  at  headquarters  to  hand  over 
their  coloura  to  the  lord-lieutenant  will 
be  entitled  to  the  same  pay  and  allow- 
ances for  the  day  as  if  assembling  for  the 
annual  training. 

Mr.  HALDANE :  Instructions  have 
been  issued  that  as  regards  colours  ap- 
plication should  be  submitted  to  the  War 
Office  for  authority  to  deposit  them  in  a 
church  or  other  public  building,  and  that 
no  other  method  of  disposal  could  be 
sanctioned. 

The  Sale  of  the  ''Coach  and  Horses." 
Mk.  AIJTHUK  LEE:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretaiy  of  State  for  War  whether,  in 
connection  with  the  sale  by  auction  of  the 
*'  Coach  and  Iioi*ses"  public-house  at  Ports- 
mouth on  18th  July,  1907,  a  reserve 
price  of  £i*,500  was  placed  on  lot  1,  com- 
prising the  house,  and  XoOO  on  lot  2, 
comprising  the  garden  ;  or,  if  these 
figures  are  incorrect,  will  he  state  what 
was  the  reserve  price  fixed  bv  the  War 
Otlice. 

Mr.  HALDANP'  :  The  reserve  price 
was  £10,000,  as  stated  in  the  Question. 

Mr.  AKTHUK  lee  :  Is  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  aware  that  the  l)est  otlor  the 
purchaser   has  been  able  to  get  for  his 


Mr.  HALDANE  :  There  have  been  so 
many  statements  made  upon  the  subject 


I  of  the  Licensing   Bill    that   I 
I  unable  to  follow  them. 


Mr.  BOTTOMLEY  :  My  Questiosdid 

not  refer  to  the  Licensing  Bill,  but  totl» 
profits  of  this  particular  house,  wlii^ 
was  recently  in  the  hands  of  the  Goreo- 
ment,  and  whether,  havinp^  regard  to  tb 
fact  that  it  is  impossible  within  the 
fourteen  years'  time  limit  for  the  pur 
chaser  from  the  Government  to  recoup 
himself,  the  Qovernment  will  consider  the 
justice  of  returning  one  half  of  the 
purchase  money. 

[No  Answer  was  returned.] 


(Wih- 
Lsk  the 


Transvaal  (Harrison. 

Sir  J.  DICKSON-PGYNDEE 
shire,  Chippenham) :  I  beg  to  asl 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  whether  he 
can  state  how  much  money  ha^  heen  ex- 
pended on  the  establishment  of  the 
military  garrison  at  Middleburg,  Tram- 
vaal,  the  number  of  troops  that  garrisoD 
is  capable  of  accommodating,  and  what  ii 
intended  to  be  done  with  this  garrisoD 
now  it  has  been  abandoned  for  milituy 
purposes. 

Mr.  HALDANE :  The  buildings  for 
the  garrison  at  Middleburg,  Transvail, 
cost  £-J4S,000,  and  provided  accommodi' 
tion  for  fifty-four  otticers  and  2,440  men. 
As  in  other  cases,  on  reduction  of  the 
garrison,  the  building  material  will  be 
transferred  elsewhere  if  required. 
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^R.  JOHN  WARD  (Stoke-on  Trent) : 
Are  the  barracks  going  to  be  palled 
down  ] 

Mr.  HALDANE  :  It  is  a  most  costly 
policy  to  keep  barracks  you  do  not  want. 

Territorial  Force— Attestation  Form. 

Mr.  guy  baring  (Winchester) :  I 
bog  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  if  he  will  give  a  clearer  definition  of 
the  words  attesting  officer  and  approving 
officer  contained  in  the  Territorial  Force 
attestation  form. 

Mr.  HALDANE :  The  recruiting  regu- 
lations specify  the  individuals  who  are 
entitled  to  attest  and  approve  recruits. 
The  Territorial  Force  Act  lays  down  that 
any  Lieutenant  or  Deputy- Lieutenant  of  a 
county  in  the  United  Kingdom  or  an 
officer  in  the  Regular  or  Territorial  Force 
may  be  an  attesting  officer  for  the  Terri- 
torial Force  as  well  as  a  Justice  of  the 
Peace.  The  approving  officer  may  be  as 
a  rule  an  officer  not  below  the  rank  of 
field  officer  of  the  unit,  the  adjutant,  or 
officer  commanding  recruiting  areas, 
Regular  units  of  cavalry,  artillery, 
engineers  or  infantry  or  the  officer  com- 
manding at  a  military  station. 

Wales  and  the  Territorial  Army. 

Sir  IVOR  HERBERT  (Monmouthshire, 
S.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  whether  the  brigadiers  to  be 
appointed  to  the  command  of  brigades  of 
the  Territorial  Army  in  the  thirteen 
counties  of  Wales  will  be  in  receipt  of 
pay ;  where  the  headquarters  of  the 
several  brigades  will  be  established  ;  and 
what  will  be  the  number  of  officers  to  be 
appointed  to  the  staffs  of  the  same 
brigades,  and  what  will  be  the  amount  of 
their  emoluments. 

Mr.  HALDANE  :  The  situation  of  the 
hciidquarters  of  Territorial  Force  infantry 
brigades  will  be  determined  as  soon  as 
the  colonels  commanding  these  brigades 
and  brigade  majors,  of  whom  the  staff 
will  consist,  are  appointed  and  will  be 
settled  by  the  County  Associations  in 
consultation  with  the  general  officer  com 
raanding.  These  officers  will  receive  a 
consolidated  allowance  of  £150  andXlOO 
a  year  respectively  to  cover  all  personal 
expenses  and  remuneration,  except 
travelling  on  duty,  with  the  addition  of 


acting  staff  pay  and  the  allowance  of  their 
rank  and  a  free  horse  while  present  at  the 
annual  training  in  camp  of  their  brigades, 
A  grant  will  be  paid  to  the  Association  in 
which  the  headquarters  are  for  the  pro» 
vision  of  any  office  accommodation  and 
clerical  assistance  necessary  for  the 
brigade  staff. 

Volanteer  Long  Service  Medal. 
Mr.  SEARS  (Cheltenham) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
whether  he  has  considered  the  case  of  the 
many  capable  and  efficient  men  whose 
careers,  after  serving  for  many  years  in 
the  Volunteer  Forces,  will  be  cut  short 
under  the  rearrangements  consequent  on 
the  carrying  out  of  the  new  Territorial 
Army  scheme,  before  completing  the  full 
term  of  years  entitling  them  to  the  long 
service  medal ;  and  what  he  prop3ses  to 
do  to  save  these  men  the  aouble  dis- 
appointment consequent  on  their  disband- 
ment  and  the  loss  of  their  medals, 

Mr.  HALDANE :  I  have  not  lost  sight 
of  the  case  of  the  men  who  do  not  propose 
to  continue  in  the  service,  and  who  may 
therefore  be  unable  to  complete  the 
period  necessary  to  qualify  for  the  grant 
of  the  medal.  It  is  intended  to  meet  thia 
point  by  special  regulations  which  are 
now  under  consideration. 

Army  Reports. 
Sir  BERKEI4EY  SHEFFIELD  (Lin- 
colnshire, Brigg) :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  when  the 
Report  of  His  Royal  Highness  the  Duke 
of  Connaught's  Committee  on  the  state  of 
the  Army  will  be  published. 

Mr.  HALDANE :  The  Question  appar* 
ently  refers  to  the  Annual  Report  of 
His  Royal  Highness  as  Inspector-General 
of  the  Forces.  May  I  refer  the  hon. 
Baronet  to  the  decision  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  my  predecessor,  explained  to 
the  House  on  15th  March,  1905,  that  the 
Annual  Report  of  the  Inspector-General 
of  the  Forces  would  not  be  published — a 
decision  with  which  I  entirely  agree  ? 

Government  Church  at  Jullundur. 

Mr.  BRIGHT  (Oldham) :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  India  what 
circumstances  connected  with  the  use  of 
the  Government  church  at  Jullundur  for 
services  according   to   the   rites  of    the 
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Presbyterian  churches  of  Scotland  pre- 
ceded the  orders  to  the  Gordon  High- 
landers to  go  to  Calcutta,  and  for  what 
reasons  did  the  licence  given  by  the 
Bishop  of  Lahore  forbid  the  celebration 
of  the  Holy  Communion;  and  whether 
any  objections  were  made  by  the  chaplains 
of  the  Church  of  Scotland  or  the  officers 
of  the  regiment. 

The  SECREIAEY  of  STATE  for 
INDIA  (Mr.  MoRLEY,  Montrose  Burghs) : 
I  have  no  information  as  to  the  circum- 
stances preceding  the  transfer,  nor  do  I 
know  whether  any  objections  were  made 
by  the  chaplains  of  the  Church  of 
Scotland.  The  Bishop's  licence  was 
framed  in  accordance  with  what  I  under- 
stand to  have  been  the  general  practice 
of  the  Indian  bishops  in  recent  years. 


Sir  J.  JARDINE  (Roxburghshire): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
India  whether  he  is  now  able  to  state 
whether  the  licence  given  by  the  Bishop 
of  Lahore  to  the  Gordon  Highlanders  to 
use  the'  Government  Church  in  the 
JuUundur  Qantonment  excluded  them 
from  celebrating  Holy  Matrimony  or  the 
sacrament  of  the  Lord's  Supper  by 
Presbyterian  ministers  in  that  building ; 
whether    the    Gordon    Highlanders  en- 1 

Saged  a  theatre  in  the  station  for  holding  | 
ivine  services  according  to  the  rites  of , 
the  Churches  of  Scotland ;  and  whether  i 
there  has  been  any  instance  on  record 
during  the  administration  of  India  by  the  I 
Honourable    East    India    Company    or ' 
under  the    direct    government    by  the  | 
Crown  of    Presbyterian    soldiers    being 
officially  precluded  from  celebrating  the 
Lord's  Supper  in  an  Indian  Government 
church. 


Mr.  DUNDAS  WHITE  :  Will  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  lay  on  the  Table 
Papers  giving  the  legal  authority^  under 
which  the  bishops  monopolise  these 
Government  churches? 

Mr.  MORLEY :  There  is  a  perfectly 
good  historical  answer  to  my  hon. 
friend's  question,  but  it  would  take  too 
long  to  give  it  now. 

Mr.  SMEATON  (Stirlingshire):  Are 
not  the  fabrics  of  the  Church  of  England 
supported  by  the  taxation  of  the  Indian 
people,  and  are  the  movements  of  His 
Majesty's  troops  to  be  dictated  by  the 
Bishop  of  Lahore  ? 


Mr.   MORLEY: 
within  the  law. 


All  that  is  done  is 


♦Sir  J.  JARDINE:  Did  the  troops 
have  to  engage  a  theatre?  and  was  the 
regiment  offered  an  outside  shed  with  a 
sort  of  off-license  as  regards  the  sacra- 
ment? 


Mr.   SPEAKER:    Notice    must 
given  of  any  further  Question. 


be 


Mr.  MORLEY :  As  to  the  first  two 
Questions,  I  have  no  definite  information. 
I  understand  that  for  some  years  past, 
the  Bishops  have  refused  to  allow  Holy 
Communion  to  be  celebrated  according  to 
Presbyterian  rites  in  consecrated  churches, 
and  I  can  only  regret  that  they  should 
feel  bound  in  conscience  to  take  this  view 
of  their  duty. 

Mr.  GULLAND  (Dumfries  Burghs) : 
Are  the  bishops  within  their  legal 
right? 

Mb,  MORLEY:  I  am  told  it  is  so. 


Mr.  LAIDLAW  (Renfrewshire,  E.) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
India  whether  any  part  of  the  Ecclesias- 
tical Law  of  England  has  been  extended 
directly  or  sub  modo  to  such  distant 
places  in  Upper  India  such  as  the 
Jullundur  Cantonment,  so  as  to  vest  the 
Government  churches  in  the  bishops  of 
the  Church  of  England;  whether  the 
Governor-General  in  Council  or  the  Com- 
mander-in-Chief in  India  has  any  power 
to  require  that  such  churches  be  open  at 
regulated  hours  to  the  officers  and  men 
of  Scottish  regiments  and  their  families 
stationed  at  such  places  for  the  purpose 
of  divine  services,  including  the  sacra- 
ment of  the  Lord's  Supper  and  Holy 
Matrimony ;  and  whether,  now  that 
under  the  present  rules  the  Gordon 
Highlanders  and  their  families  have  been 
marched  right  across  India  to  Calcutta  so 
as  to  be  able  to  attend  a  Presbyterian 
church,  he  can  see  his  way  to  divest  the 
Indian  bishops  of  the  powers  of  vetoing 
the  use  of  the  Government  churches  by 
Presbyterian  soldiers,  and  vest  that 
power  in  the  higher  military  or  civil 
authorities  of  the  Provinces  or  in  the 
Government  of  India. 
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Mr.  MORLEY:  The  question  of  law 
as  regards  Indian  church  buildings  has 
been  submitted  more  than  once  to  high 
le^al  authorities,  who  have  unanimously 
held  that,  so  far  as  consecrated  buildings 
are  concerned,  Government  would  not 
be  justified  in  causing  any  services  other 
than  those  of  the  Church  of  England  to 
be  performed  without  the  consent  of  the 
bishop,  or  in  interfering  with  the  bishop's 
control  over  the  building.  Garrison 
churches  are  not  now  consecrated  to  the 
use  of  the  Church  of  England,  except 
when  separate  provision  is  made  for  other 
denominations,  and  in  view  of  the  ar- 
rangement recently  made  not  to  post 
Scottish  troops  to  stations  having  no 
Presbyterian  or  unconsecrated  church, 
except  in  temporary  emergencies,  I  see 
now  no  sufficient  reason  to  introduce 
legislation  to  alter  the  status  of  consecrated 
churches. 

Sir  J.  JARDINE  :  I  give  notice  that 
I  will  call  attention  to  this  matter  on  the 
earliest  opportunity,  and  move  a 
resolution. 

Mr.  MORTON  (Sutherland)  :  Has 
the  Episcopal  Church  of  England  any 
rights  in  India  that  the  Presbyterian 
Church  or  other  religious  bodies  have 
not  t 

Mr.  MORLEY :  I  would  not  describe 
the  state  of  facts  quite  in  that  language, 
but  there  is  no  doubt  that  by  an  old 
statute  the  Church  of  England  has  certain 
privileges  in  consecrated  churches. 

Major  ANSTRUTHER-OREY  (St. 
Andrews  Burghs) :  Will  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  make  provision  to  extend 
these  privileges  to  tne  Scottish  Church  ? 

Mr.    MORLEY:    No;    if   I   were  to 
,  interfere  at  all  in  the  matter  it  would  be 
to  withdraw  privileges  altogether. 

Mr.  HERBERT  (Buckinghamshire, 
Wycombe)  :  Arising  out  of  the  refusal  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to  promote 
legislation,  may  I  ask  whether  the 
Government  of  India  regard  the  defence 
of  India  as  of  less  importance  than  the 
prejudices  of  the  bishops  1 

[No  Answer  was  returned.] 


WhippinsT  Act  in  India. 
Sir  H.  cotton  (Nottingham,  E.) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
India  whether  the  Bill  for  the  amend- 
ment of  the  ^V^lipping  Act,  which  has 
been  introduced  into  the  Legislative 
Council  of  the  Government  of  India, 
reduces  the  number  of  stripes  for 
juveniles  and  tends  to  limit  the  number 
in  other  cases  such  as  rape  and  robbery 
with  violence;  whether  the  Bill  still 
permits  the  punishment  of  flogging  for 
petty  larceny;  whether  it  contains  a 
provision  that  no  whipping  should  be 
inflicted  by  order  of  a  Court  unless  and 
until  the  person  convicted  has  had  a 
reasonable  Of-portunity  of  carrying  his 
case  before  a  Court  of  Appeal;  and 
whether  ha  is  now  in  a  position  to  give 
any  further  information  regarding  the 
character  and  tendency  of  the  proposed 
legislation. 

Mr.  MORLEY:  I  have  not  yet  re- 
ceived the  text  of  the  Bill  as  introduced. 
When  I  do  so  I  will  place  a  copy  in  the 
Library. 

Indian  Decentralisation. 
Mr.  O'GRADY  (Leeds,  E.)  :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  India 
whether  he  tan  state  to  the  House  the 
reasons  for  the  curtailment  of  the  in- 
vestigations in  India  of  the  Royal  Com- 
mission on  Decentralisadon. 

Mr.  MORLEY :  I  am  not  aware  that 
the  Royal  Commission  has  curtailed  its 
investigations.  The  chairman  is  cominc 
home  a  fortnight  earlier  than  he  had 
originally  intended,  for  reasons  unconnec- 
ted with  the  work  of  the  Commission. 

Meherpnr  Disturbances. 

Mr.  O'GRADY :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  India  whether  he 
is  aware  that  the  punitive  police  sent  to 
protect  the  Moslems  at  Meherpur  shot 
dead  two  of  the  Moslems  and  severely 
injured  many  others,  and  that  the  cost  of 
the  punitive  police  was  placed  upon  the 
Hindus ;  and  whether  he  will  cause  a 
pn])lic  inquiry  to  be  made  into  this 
matter  with  a  view  to   finding  out  the 

I  reason  that  induced  the  authorities  to 
send  the  punitive  police  to  the  locality, 
and  as  to  why  the  cost  was  only  placeid 

]  upon  the  Hindus. 
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Mr.  MORLEY  :  I  have  no  knowledge 
of  any  such  occurrences  at  Meherpur.  If 
my  hon.  friend  means  Sherpur,  it  is  the 
case  that  a  riot  occurred  there  in  Septem- 
ber in  which  the  police,  firing  in  self- 
defence,  killed  two  rioters  and  wounded 
eight.  The  additional  police  had  been 
stationed  there  in  the  interests  o7  the 
public  tranquillity,  on  account  of  the 
serious  disturbances  that  took  place  in 
the  district  in  April  and  May.  I  am  not 
aware  that  they  were  intended  to  protect 
any  one  section  of  the  population  rather 
than  any  other ;  nor  have  I  any  reason  to 
believe  that  the  cost  was  placed  only 
upon  the  Hindus. 

♦Mr.  REES  (Montgomery  Boroughs) : 
Is  the  fact  that  two  membeiis  of  their 
conununity  were  shot  a  reason  for 
charging  the  cost  of  the  punitive  police 
against  the  Mahomedans,  who  form  a 
majority  of  the  population,  but  are  the 
victims  of  the  boycott  1 

[No  Answer  was  returned.] 

MsrmenBiiigh  Disturbances  fieport. 

Mr.  O'GRADY:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  India  whether  his 
attention  has  been  called  to  the  report  of 
Mn  Bhupendranath  Bose,  a  leading 
Calcutta  solicitor,  and  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Mukerji,  with  regard  to  the  Mymensingh 
disturbance  of  3rd  January  and  the  fol- 
lowing dates ;  whether  he  is  aware  that 
the  gentleman  named  asked  Mr.  Clark, 
the  district  magistrate,  to  allow  a  respon- 
sible police  official  to  he  present  during 
the  investigations,  such  request  being 
refused ;  and,  having  regard  to  the 
allegations  of  unprovoked  assault  and 
robbery  against  the  local  police,  what 
steps  he  intends  taking  to  allay  the  effect 
such  unofficial  report  must  have  upon  the 
people  of  India  generally. 

Mr.  MORLEY  :  I  have  been  favoured 
with  a  copy  of  the  report,  from  which  it 
appears  that  Mr.  Clark  was  unable  to 
permit  the  attendance  of  a  police  officer, 
because  there  was  not  time  to  obtain  the 
sanction  of  the  higher  authoritie*!.  A 
fortnight  before  this  "  unofficial  commis- 
sion "  commenced  its  inquiries,  the  local 
government  had  directed  the  additional 
thagistrate  at  Mymensing  to  hold  a  special 
inquiry,  the  result  of  which  I  await. 


Excise  Duties  on  Jamal  a  lbuiiifutii» 
Mr.    SUMMERBELL:      I    beg   to 

ask  the  Under-Secretary  of  State  fcr 
the  Colonies  if  he  can  state  th» 
amount  of  the  excise,  as  distinct  from 
the  customs,  duties  on  soap  and  matches 
manufactured  in  the  island  of  Jamaica 
for  the  past  three  years. 

The  UNDER-SECRETARY 
OF  STATE  FOR  THE  COLONIES 
(Mr.  Churchill,  Manchester,  N.W.); 
Under  Law  26  of  1900,  tke  e^iie 
duty  levied  on  soap  was  at  the  rate 
of  lOd.  per  hox  of  56  Iba,  and  under 
Law  12  of  1901,  the  excise  duty  levied 
on  matches  was  3d.  per  gross  of  boxe& 
By  Law  1  of  1905,  the  excise  duty  on 
matches  was  raised  to  6d.  per  gross  of 
boxes.  Law  6  of  1905,  increased  the 
excise  duties  on  both  articles  for  so  long 
as  the  surcharge  of  6  per  cent,  was  levied 
on  imports.  Under  this  law  a  surtax 
of  2d.  per  box  was  imposed  on  soap,  and 
9s.  9d.  per  100  gross  of  boxes  on  malcheB. 
The  surcharge  on  imports  was  abolished 
on  27th  February,  1906,  when,  of  coune^ 
the  surtax  on  the  excise  would  ceasa 
also. 

Property  Tax  in  Jamaica. 
Mr.  SUMMERBELL:  I  beg  to  ast 
the  Under-Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies  if  he  is  aware  that  the  tax  pay- 
able on  property  in  Jamaica  over  the 
value  of  £1,000  is  limited  to  Is.  in  every 
£10,  and  that  the  tax  on  values  under 
£1,000  may  go  from  Is.  to  58.  as  may  he 
required  ;  and,  if  so,  can  he  state  whether 
it  is  the  intention  of  the  Gk)vernment  to 
make  any  alteration  with  a  view  to  the 
abolition  of  this  distinction  in  favour  of 
those  with  higher  incomes. 

Mr.  CHURCHILL:  The  property  tax 
in  Jamaica  is  payable  at  the  rate  of  8d. 
on  every  £10  of  the  gross  value  of  rsal 
property,  and  there  is  no  such  distinction* 
as  that  described  by  the  hon.  Member. 
In  the  case  of  the  parish  general  rates, 
which  are  collected  for  parochial  purposes, 
it  is  provided  that  the  rate  to  be  levied 
on  every  £10  of  the  value  of  any  pro- 
perty after  and  in  excess  of  £1,000  shall 
in  no  case  exceed  Is.  in  every  £10  of 
such  value.  This  limitation  was  imposed 
with  a  view  to  discouraging  extravagence 
on  the  part  of  local  bodies,  and  to  pre- 
vent unduly  heavy  burdens  falling  on  the 
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larger  properties,  and  it  was  calculated 
that  the  effect  of  this  limitation  would 
(in  parishes  where  it  applied)  only 
increase  the  rates  on  other  properties  by 
about  id.  on  the  average.  The  Secre- 
tary of  State  sees  no  reason  for  the 
amendment  of  the  law  in  this  respect, 
the  limitation  having  been  imposed  as  a 
concession  to  the  elected  members  of  the 
legislature  and  generally  accepted 
satisfactory. 
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Depression  in  the  Diamond  Trad< 
Sir  gilbert  PARKER  :  I  b/g  to 
ask  the  Under-Secretary  of  Stp/£e  for 
the  Colonies  how  many  natji^s  dis- 
charged from  the  Kimberley  and  the 
Premier  diamond  mines,  ojJnng  to  de- 
pression in  the  diamond  timde,  are  now 
employed  on  the  Rand  mmfos. 


Mr.  CHURCHILL 
position  to  give  the 
the  hon.  Member. 


Sir  GILBER 
right  hon.  Gen; 
tion  ? 


I  am  not  in  a 
gures  desired  by 


PARKER :  Will  the 
leman  get   the  informa- 


Mr.  CHUOlCHILL :  No,  Sir!  I  have 
already  told  Jfche  House  that  I  am  loth  to 
burden  the  ^Transvaal  Government  with 
unnecessary^  requests  for  information. 
They  are  y  very  good  in  supplying  in- 
formation^j  but  the  getting  ic  involves 
them  in  Considerable  expense,  and  we 
most  be  4  1  sparing  with  our  calls  on  the 
internal  A^ad ministration  of  self-govemine: 
Coloniefil  ^  ^ 

a' 


Mr. 


^'lAboor  for  Sonthem  Bhodesia. 


westrj 
tery    ' 

^  Uestination 


BRIDGEMAN 
I  beir  to  ask 


(Shropshire,   Os- 
the  Under-Secre- 


tho 
Cent) 


n)=I  beg 

Jo(  State  for  the  Colonies  what  is 


for    which    natives    in 
\^q\  Africa  are  recruited  under  official 
ion. 


aancr^, 


'ffAI  r.     CHURCHILL:     Southern 
I^t<jpdesia  only. 

tl 

^1  Indians  at  Vancouver. 

JfiylR.  O'GKADY :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Uni(]cier  -  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
CoUronies  whether  bis  attention  has  been 
calll^ed  to  the  fact  that  fifteen  Indians 
w*ri;hving  at  Vancouver  on  the  steamer 
"Enhnpress,"  of  Japan,  and  who  were 
Pa8fct<^ed   by   the    Dominion     immigration 


authorities  and  released  from  the  deten- 
tion shed,  were  at  once  informed  that  as 
they  could  not  comply  with  the  provisions 
of  the  Natal  Act  thev  must  be  deported, 
and  on  their  refusal  to  re-embark  were 
imprisoned  ;  and,  in  view  of  the  fact  that 
the  Natal  Act  does  not  apply  to  Japanese 
or  Chinese  immigrants,  ne  will  make 
representations  to  the  Government  of 
Canada  that  the  Natal  Act  in  its  special 
application  to  Indian  Asiatics  should  be 
reconsidered,  and  that  the  fifteen  Indiana 
should  be  released  pending  such  con- 
sideration. 

Mr.  CHURCHILL :  I  understand  that 
the  Indians  referred  to  have  been  released 
by  order  of  the  Court  of  British  Columbia. 
The  Secretary  of  State  is  in  correspond- 
ence with  the  Government  of  Canada  on 
the  subject  of  the  Act,  which  is  not  one 
of  special  application  to  Indian  Asiatics. 

The  Excavation,  of  Memphis. 
Mr.  SMEATON  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs 
whether  the  Egyptian  Government  in- 
tend to  give  financial  assistance  to  Pro- 
fessor Flinders  Petrie  in  his  project  of 
excavating  the  ancient  city  of  Memphis, 
on  the  Nile ;  and  whether,  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  this  is  by  far  the  greatest 
archaeological  work  of  recent  times  and 
likely  to  add  greatly  to  our  knowledge 
of  ancient  Egyptian  history  and  civilisa- 
tion, he  will  endeavour  to  obtain  a 
promise  of  funds  in  aid  of  the  undertaking 
from  the  British  Exchequer. 

The  FINANCIAL  SECRETARY  to 
THE  TREASURY  (Mr.  Runciman,  Dews- 
bury;  for  Sir  Edward  Grey):  With 
regard  to  the  first  part  of  the  hon. 
Member's  Question,  my  right  hon. 
friend  has  received  no  report  on  this 
subject  from  His  Majesty's  Agent  and 
Consul-General  at  Cairo,  but  will  ask 
for  one.  In  "siew  of  the  many  more 
pressing  calls  upon  the  Exchequer,  my 
right  hon.  friend  cannot  promise  to 
recommend  compliance  with  the  hon. 
Member's  suggestion. 

Brereton  Colliery  Disaster. 
Mr.  albert  STANLEY  (Stafford- 
shire, N.W.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Home  Department 
whether  he  can  say  what  present  means 
are  being  taken    to   recover   the   bodies 
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work  during  the  year  1907 ;  and  the 
number  of  schools  in  which  Irish  was 
taught  outside  school  hours,  the  number 
of  pupils  engaged,  the  average  time  given 
per  week,  and  the  payment  made  to  the 
teachers  during  the  same  year  for  this 
work. 

Mr.  BIRRELL:  The  Commissioners 
of  National  Education  inform  mo  that 
the  preparation  of  a  Return  containing 
the  information  asked  for  in  the  Question 
will  be  a  difficult  matter,  and  will  take  at 
least  a  month.  I  will  communicate  the 
facts  to  the  hon.  Member  as  soon  as  the 
Commissioners  can  furnish  me  with  them. 

♦Mr.  R.  DUNCAN  (Lanarkshire, 
Gk)van)  asked  what  percentage  of  the 
Irish  people  habitually  used  the  old 
Celtic  language,  and  how  this  compared 
with  the  percentage  in  Scotland  habitu- 
ally using  Gaelic. 

Mr.  BIRRELL  replied  that  he  had 
nothing  to  do  with  what  was  taught  in 
Scottish  schools. 

Cavan  Evicted  Tenants. 
Mr.  VINCENT  KENNEDY:  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if  he  will  say 
whether  any  steps  have  yet  been  taken  to 
put  in  force  the  compulsory  powers  of 
The  Evicted  Tenants  (Ireland)  Act,  1907, 
in  County  Cavan;  how  many  evicted 
tenants  are  to  be  reinstated,  and  how 
many  have  been  reinstated  since  the 
Land  Act  of  1903  in  County  Cavan  ;  and 
will  he  say  if  County  Cavan  is  receiving 
exceptional  treatment  in  the  working  of 
this  Act. 

Mr.  BIRRELL:  The  Estates  Commis- 
sioners have  not  yet  exercised  the  com- 
pulsory powers  of  the  Evicted  Tenants 
Act,  1907,  in  any  case  in  County  Cavan. 
Forty-five  evicted  tenants  in  that  county 
have  already  been  reinstated  or  provided 
with  new  holdings,  and  the  Commis- 
sioners have  recorded  sixty-one  applicants 
as  suitable  to  receive  holdings  if  such  can 
be  provided  for  them.  No  exceptional 
treatment  has  been  given  by  the  Estates 
Commissioners  to  County  Cavan. 

Irish  Congested  Districts  Board. 
Mr.  HUGH  LAW  (Donegal,  W.) :    I 
beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary   to  the 
Lord -Lieu  tenant  of  Ireland,  if  he  is  aware 


of  the  widespead  dissatisfaction  caused  in 
'  the  congested  districts  by  the  announce- 
'  ment  ofthe  projected  suspension  of  the 
I  work  of.  the  parish  committees  for  want 
I  of  funds ;  and  if  he  can   now  say  what 

provision  the  Government    propose  to 

make  in  order  to  secure  a  continuance  of 

of  the  work. 

Mr.  BIRKELL  :  In  my  Answer  to 
Questions  put  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
East  Mayo  on  the  4th  instant,  I  made  i 
very  full  statement  as  to  the  funds  ofthe 
Congested  Districts  Board,  and  exphined 
the  reasons  why  the  Board  have,  to  their 
great  regret,  been  obliged  to  decide  upon 
the  suspension  of  parish  committee 
grants  in  the  coming  financial  year.  I 
am  afraid  that  I  can  add  nothing  to  that 
Answer. 

Reinstatement  of  Evicted  Tenants. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  O'BRIEN  (Cork):  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  how  soon  the 
promised  Report  as  to  the  operations 
under  the  Evicted  Tenants  Act  of  last 
session  will  be  ready. 

Mr.  BIRRELL:  The  Return  under 
Section  3  of  the  Evicted  Tenants  Act  is 
at  present  in  the  hands  of  the  printer, 
and  the  Estates  Commissioners  hope  to 
have  it  ready  for  presentation  before  the 
end  of  the  month. 
« 

Irish  University  Education. 
Captain  CRAIG:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lonl -Lieutenant 
J  of  Ireland,  if  he  can  now  state  the  date 
on  which  the  Government  intend  to  in- 
troduce their  State-aided  Roman  Catholic 
University  Bill ;  and  if  any  arrangement 
has  been  come  to  as  to  the  moving  of  the 
Home  Rule  Resolution. 

Mr.  BIRRELL :  I  am  unable  to  recog- 
nise in  the  description  given  by  the  hon. 
and  gallant  Member  any  measure  which 
I  am  likely  to  introduce,  but  if  he  refers, 
as  I  presume  he  does,  to  the  Bill  to  im- 
prove and  extend  University  education  in 
Ireland  which  was  alluded  to  in  the 
King's  Speech,  I  hope  to  introduce  that 
Bill  during  the  week  beginning  on  30th 
instant.  The  latter  part  of  the  Question 
should  nob  be  addressed  to  me,  but  I  am 
informed  that  the  Resolution  will  be 
moved  on  30th  instant. 
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hich  would  enable  me  to 
t  part  of  the  Question,  and 
ght  not  be  politic  to  make 


•  (Lambeth,  N.) :  Is  it  not 
■l  lar^e  quantity  of  raw 
Dorted  into  this  country, 
^lere,  and  re-exported  to 
lin  which  the  raw  material 
n, 

^ras  returned.] 

Bt  Office  Cycle  Cleaner. 
tJHARDS  (Wolvorhamp- 
Ito  ask  the  Postmaster- 
Ihe  is  aware  that  a  man 
le  Post  Office  at  Chelten- 
Pes  and  do  similar  work  ; 
ty-three  hours  a  week, 
paid  less  than  4d.  an 
lie  was  recently  specially 
on  Sunday  to  repair  a 
_  ayment ;  and  whether  he 
;he  case  and  see  that  the 
id  pay  are  revised. 

f ASTERGENERAL  (Mr. 
roN,  Tower  Hamlets,  Pop- 
ve  inquiry  made  at  once, 
I   the  hon.  Member  of  the 


»7  School  —  Conservative 
Meeting. 

-IIVER  (Essex,  Harwich) : 
a  President  of  the  Board 
v^hether  his  attention  has 
>  a  Conservative  meeting 
bool  at  Great  Horkesley, 
•,  convened  by  invitations 
and  tobacco,  on  which 
tnd  tobacco  were  cratuit- 
bed;  and  if  he  will  take 
Cition  or  otherwise,  to  put 
©    continuance   of  such  a 


DENT  OF  THE  BOARD  of 
(Mr.  McKenna,  Mon- 
s .) :  The  only  school  at 
ey  appears  to  be  a  Church 
School  in  unison  with  the 
ity,  the  trustees  of  which  are 
e  rector  and  the  church- 
the  foundation  managers  of 
rector  ex  officio  and  three 
be  Church  of  England  ap- 
bscribers  to  the  school.     I 


am  not  at  present  aware  of  the  precise 
provisions  of  the  trust  or  the  degree  of 
responsibility  which  rests  upon  the 
trustees  or  the  managers  for  this  use  of 
the  schoolhouse  with  the  accompanying 
gratuitous  distribution  of  beer  and  tobacco 
in  the  interest  of  a  political  party,  which 
is  alleged  to  have  taken  place. 

Edncation  (Provision  of  Meals)  Act. 

Mr.  O'GRADY  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Education 
whether,  in  cases  of  local  education 
authorities  of  necessitous  areas,  within 
the  meaning  of  the  Education  (Provision 
of  Meals)  Act,  failing  to  put  the  Act  into 
operation,  he  will  make  representations 
to  the  local  authorities  on  the  matter. 

Mr.  McKENNA:  The  Board  of 
Education  are  not  empowered  by  the 
Provision  of  Meals  Act  to  make  repre- 
sentations to  local  education  authorities 
urging  them  to  adopt  its  provisions,  but 
shortly  after  the  passing  of  the  Act  the 
Board  issued  a  circular  calling  the  atten- 
tion of  local  authorities  to  their  powers 
under  it,  and  to  the  advantages  that 
might  be  obtained  by  exercising  them. 

Birch  Parish— Small  Holdings. 
Mr.  levy  LEVER:  I  beg  to 
a^k  the  hon.  Member  for  South 
Somerset,  as  representing  the  President 
of  the  Board  of  Agriculture,  whether  he 
is  aware  that  a  notice  has  been  issued  by 
the  parish  council  of  Birch,  near  Col- 
chester, Essex,  stating  that  applications 
for  small  holdings  in  the  parish  of  Birch 
must  be  made  to  the  clerk  of  the  parish 
council  on  or  before  16th  March,  1908 ; 
and  whether,  in  view  of  the  provisions  of 
The  Small  Holdings  Act  1907,  he  will 
take  steps  to  prevent  the  issue  of  such 
notices. 

Mr.  J.  H.  LEWIS  (Flintshire ;  for  Sir 
Edward  Strachey):  The  Board  were 
not  aware  of  the  notice  until  their  atten- 
tion was  directed  to  it  by  my  hon.  friend. 
They  will  make  inquiry  into  the  matter, 
and  communicate  the  result  to  him. 

Ecclesiastical  Commissioners*  Licensed 
Property. 
Mr.  BOTTOMLEY  (Hackney,  8.)  :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  hon.  Member  for  the  Crewe 
Division,  as  representing  the  Ecclesiastical 
Commissioners,  whether  he  can  state 
what    licensed    premises  are  at   present 
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work  during  the  year  1907 ;  and  the 
number  of  schools  in  which  Irish  was 
taught  outside  school  hours,  the  number 
of  pupils  engaged,  the  average  time  given 
per  week,  and  the  payment  made  to  the 
teachers  during  the  same  year  for  this 
work. 

Mr.  BIRRELL:  The  Commissioners 
of  National  Education  inform  mo  that 
the  preparation  of  a  Return  containing 
the  information  asked  for  in  the  Question 
will  be  a  difficult  matter,  and  will  take  at 
least  a  month.  I  will  communicate  the 
facts  to  the  hon.  Member  as  soon  as  the 
Commissioners  can  furnish  me  with  them. 

♦Mr.  R.  DUNCAN  (Lanarkshire, 
(rovan)  asked  what  percentage  of  the 
Irish  people  habitually  used  the  old 
Celtic  language,  and  how  this  compared 
with  the  percentage  in  Scotland  habitu- 
ally using  Gaelic. 

Mr.  BIRRELL  replied  that  he  had 
nothing  to  do  with  what  was  taught  in 
Scottisn  schools. 

Cavan  Evicted  Tenants. 
Mr.   VINCENT  KENNEDY:    I  beg 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant    of    Ireland    if    he  will   say 
whether  any  steps  have  yet  been  taken  to 

?ut  in  force  the  compulsory  powers  of 
'he  Evicted  Tenants  (Ireland)  Act,  1907, 
in  County  Cavan;  how  many  evicted 
tenants  are  to  be  reinstated,  and  how 
many  have  been  reinstated  since  the 
Land  Act  of  1903  in  County  Cavan  ;  and 
will  he  say  if  County  Cavan  is  receiving 
exceptional  treatment  in  the  working  of 
this  Act. 

Mr.  BIRRELL:  The  Estates  Commis- 
sioners have  not  yet  exercised  the  com- 
pulsory powers  of  the  Evicted  Tenants 
Act,  1907,  in  any  case  in  County  Cavan. 
Forty-five  evicted  tenants  in  that  county 
have  already  been  reinstated  or  provided 
with  new  holdings,  and  the  Commis- 
sioners have  recorded  sixty-one  applicants 
as  suitable  to  receive  holdings  if  such  can 
be  provided  for  them.  No  exceptional 
treatment  has  been  given  by  the  Estates 
Commissioners  to  County  Cavan. 

Irish  Congested  Districts  Board. 
Mr.  HUGH  LAW  (Donegal,  W.) :    I 
beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary   to  the 
Lord -Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  if  he  is  aware 


of  the  widespead  dissatis&ction  caused  in 
the  congested  districts  by  the  annoonee- 
ment  of  the  projected  c  ispension  of  Uie 
work  of. the  parish  c<  littees  for  waoi 
of  funds;  and  if  he  can  now  say  whit 
provision  the  Goyemment  propose  to 
make  in  order  to  secure  a  continuance  d 
of  the  work. 

Mr.  BIRRELL :  In  my  Answer  to 
Questions  put  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
East  Mayo  on  the  4th  instant,  I  made  i 
very  full  statement  as  to  the  funds  of  the 
Congested  Districts  Board,  and  explained 
the  reasons  why  the  Board  have,  to  their 
great  regret,  been  obliged  to  decide  apoQ 
the  suspension  of  parish  committee 
grants  in  the  coming  financial  year.  I 
am  afraid  that  I  can  add  nothing  to  that 
Answer. 

Reinstatement  of  Evicted  Tenants. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  O'BRIEN  (Cork):  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  how  soon  the 
promised  Report  as  to  the  operations 
under  the  Evicted  Tenants  Act  of  last 
session  will  be  ready. 

Mr.  BIRRELL:  The  Return  under 
Section  3  of  the  Evicted  Tenants  Act  is 
at  present  in  the  hands  of  the  printer, 
and  the  Estates  Commissioners  hope  to 
have  it  ready  for  presentation  before  the 
end  of  the  month. 
« 

Irish  Uniyersity  Education. 
Captain  CRAIG:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lonl -Lieutenant 
of  Ireland,  if  he  can  now  state  the  date 
on  which  the  Government  intend  to  in- 
troduce their  State-aided  Roman  Catholic 
University  Bill ;  and  if  any  arrangement 
has  been  come  to  as  to  the  moving  of  the 
Home  Rule  Resolution. 

Mr.  BIRRELL :  I  am  unable  to  recog- 
nise in  the  description  given  by  the  hon. 
and  gallant  Member  any  measure  which 
I  am  likely  to  introduce,  but  if  he  refers, 
as  I  presume  he  does,  to  the  Bill  to  im- 
prove and  extend  University  education  in 
Ireland  which  was  alluded  to  in  the 
King's  Speech,  I  hope  to  introduce  that 
Bill  during  the  week  beginning  on  30th 
instant.  The  latter  part  of  the  Question 
should  nob  be  addressed  to  me,  but  I  am 
informed  that  the  Resolution  will  be 
moved  on  30th  instant. 
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total  cost  of  improvement  works  on  those 
estates  is,  in  congested  districts  gener- 
ally, £274,668;  and  in  County  Kerry, 
£19,449. 

Irish  Fish  Exports. 
Mr.  THOMAS  O'DONNELL  :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  what  is  the  value 
of  fish  exported  from  Ireland,  caught  by 
Irish  boats,  and  imported  into  Ireland  in 
the  year  1907  ;  what  are  the  correspond- 
ing figures  for  Scotland;  and  whether 
any  steps  have  been  taken  by  the  Con- 
gested Districts  Board  or  the  Department 
of  Agriculture  to  secure,  by  co-operation 
among  the  various  fishing  ports  or  other- 
wise, that  a  regular  supply  of  Irish  fish 
would  be  available  to  meet  the  demands 
of  those  districts  in  Ireland  that  now 
have  to  import  their  fish,  at  considerable 
cost,  from  foreign  ports. 

Mr.  BIRRELL  :  The  statistics  as  to 
the  Irish  exports  and  imports  of  fish  for 
1907  are  not  yet  available.  I  have  no 
information  as  to  the  figures  for  Scotland. 
The  Department  of  Agriculture  have 
made  extensive  inquiries  as  to  the  best 
means  of  securing  that  fish  for  Irish  con- 
sumption should  be  supplied  from  Irish 
sources,  and  of  developing  additional 
markets  in  Ireland  for  fish  taken  at 
home.  The  question  is  beset  with  diffi- 
culties which  it  has  not  yet  been  possible 
to  overcome,  the  chief  difl&culty  being 
that  the  large  distributing  markets  are 
better  able  than  small  Irish  fishing  ports 
to  send  an  unfailing  supply  to  the  small 
dealers  in  many  parts  of  Ireland.  The 
Department,  however,  are  pursuing  their 
inquiries  in  the  matter,  and  will  do  their 
best  to  bring  about  the  desired  end. 

Mr.  THOMAS  O'DONNELL  sug- 
gested that  a  number  of  ports  might 
combine  for  the  purpose  of  sending  fish 
away. 

Superannuation  Begolations. 

Mr.  LONSDALE  (Armagh,  Mid.) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  his 
attention  has  been  directed  to  the  case  of 
the  Reverend  T.  Long,  late  Church  of 
Ireland  chaplain  of  the  North  Dublin 
Union,  to  whom  the  board  of  guardians 
have  awarded  a  superannuation  allowance 
on  his  retirement  from  office,  but  to  which 


allowance  the  Local  Government  Board 
has  declined  to  give  its  sanction  on  the 
ground  that  the  reverend  gentleman  had 
not  devoted  his  whole  time  to  the  service 
of  the  guardians ;  whether  he  is  aware 
that,  prior  to  1905,  Mr.  Long  had  held 
the  chaplaincy  of  the  House  of  Industry 
Hospital,  Dublin,  and  that,  although  he 
was  qualified  by  length  of  service  to  a 
pension  in  respect  of  this  appointment, 
the  sanction  of  the  late  Lord-Lieutenant 
was  refused  for  a  similar  reason,  but  that 
subsequently,  on  re-investigation  by  the 
right  honourable  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  South  Dublin,  as  Chief  Secretary,  it 
was  held,  on  the  advice  of  his  Law  Officers, 
that  the  latter  pension  was  legally  pay- 
able and  was  accordingly  granted ;  and 
whether  he  will  examine  the  facts  con- 
nected with  the  two  cases  mentioned,  and 
take  the  opinion  of  the  present  Law  Officers 
as  to  the  action  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  on  the  question  of  the  validity  of 
the  award  of  a  pension  to  Mr.  Long  by 
the  North  Dublin  Guardians. 

Mr.  BIRRELL  :  Section  1  of  the 
Union  Officers  (Ireland)  Superannuation 
Act,  1865,  provides  that  a  superannuation 
allowance  can  only  be  given  to  an  officer 
whose  whole  time  has  been  devoted  to 
the  service  of  the  union.  While  the 
Reverend  Mr.  Long  was  chaplain  of  the 
workhouse  of  the  North  Dublin  Union, 
he  was  also  rector  of  the  parish  of  St 
Michan's,  and  therefore  he  cannot  possibly 
be  held  to  have  devoted  his  whole  time 
to  the  service  of  the  union.  The  statute 
is  most  explicit,  a^d  no  necessity  arises 
for  taking  the  opinion  of  the  Law  Officers 
upon  its  construction.  Mr.  Long  received 
a  pension  as  chaplain  to  the  House  of 
Industry  Hospital  under  the  Act  relating 
to  the  hospital.  In  that  case  there  is  no 
condition  that  officers  must  have  devoted 
their  whole  time.to  the  service. 

The  Glenaliiery  Ezplosion. 

Mr.  LONSDALE  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  whether  the  Inspector -General 
of  the  Royal  Irish  Constabulary,  in 
declining  to  produce  the  report  of 
County  Inspector  Jennings,  at  the  recent 
hearing,  before  Mr.  Justice  Kenny,  at 
the  Waterford  Assizes,  of  the  appeal  in 
Lord  Ash  town's  case,  was  acting  under 
instructions;  and  whether  he  will  state 
the     date    of    the    report     of     County 
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Inspector  Jennings  and  the  date  at 
which  this  report  was  received  by  the 
Inspector-General  in  Dublin  Castle. 

Mr.  MOORE  (Armagh,  N.)  :  I  beg  to 
.ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  if  District 
Inspector  Preston  made  no  report  or 
other  communication  to  the  aulhorities 
in  respect  of  the  outrage  at  Glenahiery 
from  his  arrival  on  the  17  th  August  to 
the  7th  September,  or  if  the  contrary  is 
the  fact  ^  when  were  such  reports  or  com- 
munications prior  to  the  7  th  September 
received ;  and  whether  they  are  still  in 
existence. 

Captain  CRAIG  (Down,  E.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether,'  in  view 
of  the  fact  that  on  the  first  publication 
of  District  Inspector  Preston's  report 
regarding  the  Glenahiery  outrage,  it  was 
suggested  that  Lord  Ashtown  was 
responsible  for,  or  privy  to,  the  outrages 
•on  his  own  premises,  and  that  since  that 
date  the  White  Paper  laid  upon  the 
Table  proves  that  the  report  in  question 
was  not  directly  drawn  up  by  District 
Inspector  Preston,  he  will  state  who  of 
the  various  Dublin  Castle  officials  who 
amended  Inspector  Preston's  report  was 
responsible  for  the  suggestion  that  Lord 
Ashtown  had  committed  the  outrage 
ihimself ;  and  whether  he  can  state  if  the 
Inspector-General  of  Constabulary  was 
himself  present  at  all  the  meetings  in  the 
•Castle  when  this  report  was  being 
prepared  for  official  publication. 

Mr.  LONSDALE:  May  I  also  ask 
Mr.  Attorney-General  for  Ireland  whether 
he  can  now  give  an  explanation  of 
the  course  adopted  by  the  Inspector- 
General  of  the  Royal  Irish  Constalmlary 
in  refusing  to  produce  in  Court  at 
Waterford,  in  the  matter  of  Lord 
Ashtown's  claim,  the  original  report  of 
District  Inspector  Preston,  which  the 
Government  had  instructed  him  to 
produce. 

The  attorney  -  GENERAL  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Cherry,  Liveriwol, 
Exchange) :  There  are  four  Questions 
■on  this  subject,  one  of  which  is  addressed 
to  myself.  As  my  right  hon.  friend  the 
Chief  Secretary  is  less  familiar  with  the 
facts  than   I   am,  he  has  asked   me   to 
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answer  all  the  Questions.       I  will  fint 
answer  the  Question  addressed  to  mjselL 

The  Inspector-General,  in  accordance 
with  the  usual  practice,  claims  privilege 
for  all  police  documents  connected  with 
the  case.  He  informs  me  that  during  the 
subsequent  proceedings  in  Court  the 
advice  which  he  had  received  from  the 
Government  some  days  previously  to 
the  effect  that  he  was  at  liberty,  if  the 
occasion  should  require,  to  produce  Dis- 
trict Inspector  Preston's  original  repoit, 
was  not  present  to  his  mind. 

In  reply  to  the  first  Question  of  th« 
hon.  Member  for  Mid-Armagh,  the  In- 
spector-General, in  claiming  privilege  for 
County  Inspector  Jennings'  reports,  was 
not  acting  under  instructions,  but  in 
accordance  with  the  usual  practice.  The 
first  report  of  County  Inspector  Jenningi 
in  which  he  expressed  dissent  from  the 
conclusions  of  District  Inspector  Preston, 
was  a  report  dated  14th  September  and 
received  by  the  Inspector-General  on 
16th  September.  Mr.  Jennings  was  at 
once  directed  to  communicate  to  the 
parties  his  statement  indicating  dissent 
from  District  Inspector  Preston,  and 
this  he  did  by  letter  on  the  ISth 
September.  Mr.  Jennings  had  previomlr 
forwarded  to  the  Inspector-General 
without  any  expression  of  dissent,  a 
report  of  the  District  Inspector  dated 
18th  August  in  which  the  latter  first 
stated  the  conclusions  arrived  at  by  him 
as  to  the  window  and  door  being  open  at 
the  time  of  the  explosion. 

In  reply  to  the  Question  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  North  Armagh,  then 
were  frequent  communications  between 
District  Inspector  Preston  and  the 
Inspector-General  between  17th  August 
and  7th  September,  several  of  them 
were  by  telegraph  in  cipher,  and  some 
were  by  personal  interviews.  This  is 
the  usual  practice  when  local  police  are 
investigating  the  circumstances  of  crime 
or  alleged  crime.  But  no  formal  and 
complete  report  of  the  entire  circum- 
stances of  the  case  was  sent  until  the 
7th  September.  I  cannot  give  the  dates 
of  all  these  communications.  They  are 
all  still  in  existence,  except  the  original 
cipher  telegrams  which,  in  accordance 
with  official  practice,  were  destroyed 
after  being  deciphered. 

The  statements  in  the  Question  of  the 
hon.  and  gallant  Member  for  East  Down  as 
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to  the  report  of  District  Inspector  Preston 
are  absolutely  inaccurate.  The  hon.  and 
gallant  Member  either  did  not  hear,  or 
did  not  grasp  the  full  meaning  of  the 
statements  made  by  my  right  hon.  friend 
and  by  me  on  the  11  th  instant.  It  is 
sufficient  for  me  now  to  repeat  that  no 
report  of  District  Inspector  Preston  was 
published  hv  the  Government  until 
the  issue  of  the  White  Paper.  No 
report  of  his  was  altered  or  amended 
by  any  official  of  Dublin  Castle.  As  my 
right  hon.  friend  has  stated,  the  Inspector- 
General  was  present  at  the  interviews 
between  the  Law  Officers,  the  Under- 
Secretary,  and  Mr.  Preston,  but  no 
report  was  prepared  at  those  interviews. 
The  report,  as  already  stated,  was 
preparea  by  Mr.  Preston  alone. 

Mr.  LONSDALE:  Are  the  instruc- 
tions given  to  the  Inspector-General  with 
regard  to  the  production  of  documents 
in  writing? 

Mr.  cherry  :  They  were  given  by 
telegraph  by  me. 

Mr.  LONSDALE  :  Will  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  lay  a  copy  ^of  the  telegram 
on  the  Table. 


Mr.  CHERRY: 
undertake  to  do  so. 


No,   Sir,   I  cannot 


Mr.  LONSDALE :  Did  the  instruc- 
tions of  the  right  hon.  Crentleman  himself 
civen  to  the  Inspector-General  to  produce 
documents  include  the  report  of  County 
Inspector  Jennings  ? 

♦Mr.  CHERRY :  No,  Sir;  the  instruc- 
tion referred  only  to  Inspector  Preston's 
report. 

Mr.  LONSDALE:  Can  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  say  why  the  Inspector- 
General  declined  to  produce  the  report 
of  County  Inspector  Jennings  when  it 
was  called  for  by  Lord  Ashtown'a  counsel  1 

♦Mr.  CHERRY  :  I  have  already  ex- 
plained that  the  Inspector-General  stated 
that  he  claimed  privilege  for  County 
Inspector  Jennings  report.  In  doing 
so  he  was  not  acting  under  instructions 
but  in  accordance  with  the  usual  practice. 

Captai>  CRAIG :  Is  it  not  a  fact 
that  in  the  course  of  examination  on  the 


appeal  case   District   Inspector  Preston 
admitted  under  oath  that  he  set  his 


nature  to  a  report  the  inference  in  which 
he  admitted  was  incorrect,  and  had  no 
foundation  in  fact  ? 

♦Mr.  cherry  :  I  was  not  present  in 
Court  during  the  case.  The  right  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  opposite,  the 
Member  for  Dublin  University,  was 
present  and  is  far  better  able  to  answer 
the  Question  than  I  am. 

Mr.  LONSDALE:  When  was  the  first 
report  received  from  County  Inspector 
Jennings  ? 

♦Mr.  CHERRY:  The  only  report  of 
which  I  am  aware  was  received  on  Sep 
tember  16  th. 

Mr.  LONSDALE  rose  to  put  a  further 
Question  when  Mr.  Speaker  observed 
that  the  hon.  Member  had  already  asked 
several  Questions,  and  suggested  that 
notice  should  be  given. 

Marshall  Estate,  Connty  Kerry. 
Mr.  THOMAS  O'DONNELL  :  I  be. 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lor( 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  whether  the 
Marshall  estate,  county  Kerry,  sold  some 
years  ago  under  Section  6  of  the  1903 
Purchase  Act,  has  yet  been  valued|; 
whether  the  valuation  has  been  com- 
municated to  the  landlord;  and,  if  so, 
what  is  the  cause  of  the  delay  in 
completing  the  purchase. 

Mr.  BIRRELL  :  The  hon.  Member  is 
in  error  in  supposing. that  the  estate  in 
question  has  been  sold.  The  Estates 
Commissioners  have  had  it  inspected,  but 
have  not  yet  communicated  to  the  owner 
the  estimated  price  which  they  are 
prepared  to  offer.  In  dealing  with  the 
case,  the  Commissioners  are  obliged  to 
have  regard  to  the  priority  of  other  cases 
in  which  proceedings  were  commenced 
at  an  earlier  date. 

The  Irish  Language  in  Irish  Schools 
Mr.  THOMAS  O'DONNELL:  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he  will 
state  the  number  of  schools  in  which  Irish 
was  taught  within  school  hours,  the  num- 
ber of  pupils  to  whom  it  was  taught,  the 
average  time  given  per  week,  and  the 
payment  made  to  the  teachers  for  this 
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work  during  the  year  1907 ;  and  the 
number  of  schools  in  which  Irish  was 
taught  outside  school  hours,  the  number 
of  pupils  engaged,  the  average  time  given 
per  week,  and  the  payment  made  to  the 
teachers  during  the  same  year  for  this 
work. 

Mr.  BIRRELL:  The  Commissioners 
of  National  Education  inform  me  that 
the  preparation  of  a  Return  containing 
the  information  asked  for  in  the  Question 
will  be  a  difficult  matter,  and  will  take  at 
least  a  month.  I  will  communicate  the 
facts  to  the  hon.  Member  as  soon  as  the 
Commissioners  can  furnish  me  with  them. 

♦Mr.  R.  DUNCAN  (Lanarkshire, 
(rovan)  asked  what  percentage  of  the 
Irish  people  habitually  used  the  old 
Celtic  language,  and  how  this  compared 
with  the  percentage  in  Scotland  habitu- 
ally using  Gaelic. 

Mr.  BIRRELL  replied  that  he  had 
nothing  to  do  with  what  was  taught  in 
Scottisn  schools. 

Cavan  Evicted  Tenants. 
Mr.   VINCENT  KENNEDY :    I   beg 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant    of    Ireland    if    he  will   say 
whether  any  steps  have  yet  been  taken  to 

?ut  in  force  the  compulsory  powers  of 
'he  Evicted  Tenants  (Ireland)  Act,  1907, 
in  County  Cavan;  how  many  evicted 
tenants  are  to  be  reinstated,  and  how 
many  have  been  reinstated  since  the 
Land  Act  of  1903  in  County  Cavan  ;  and 
will  he  say  if  County  Cavan  is  receiving 
exceptional  treatment  in  the  working  of 
this  Act. 

Mr.  BIRRELL:  The  Estates  Commis- 
sioners have  not  yet  exercised  the  com- 
pulsory powers  of  the  Evicted  Tenants 
Act,  1907,  in  any  case  in  County  Cavan. 
Forty-five  evicted  tenants  in  that  county 
have  already  been  reinstated  or  provided 
with  new  holdings,  and  the  Commis- 
sioners have  recorded  sixty-one  applicants 
as  suitable  to  receive  holdings  if  such  can 
be  provided  for  them.  No  exceptional 
treatment  has  been  given  by  the  Estates 
Commissioners  to  County  Cavan. 

Irish  Congested  Districts  Board. 
Mr.  HUGH  LAW  (Donegal,  W.) :    I 
beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary   to  the 
Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  if  he  is  aware 


of  the  widespead  dissatisfaction  caused  ii 
the  congested  districts  by  the  annoanee- 
ment  of  the  projected  suspension  of  tk 
work  of. the  parish  committees  for  wiot 
of  funds ;  and  if  he  can  now  say  wb 
provision  the  Gk>vemment  propose  te 
make  in  order  to  secure  a  continuance  d 
of  the  work. 

Mr.  BIRKELL:  In  my  Answer  ti 
Questions  put  by  the  hon.  Member  far 
East  Mayo  on  the  4th  instant,  I  made  i 
very  full  statement  as  to  the  funds  of  tb 
Congested  Districts  Board,  andezphdml 
the  reasons  why  the  Board  have,  to  the 
great  regret,  been  obliged  to  decide  apa 
the  suspension  of  parish  committal 
grants  in  the  coming  financial  year.  I 
am  afraid  that  I  can  ^d  nothing  to  tkk 
Answer. 

Reinstatement  of  Evicted  Tenants 
Mr.  WILLIAM  O'BRIEN  (Cork):  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  tb 
Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  how  soontbi 
promised  Report  as  to  the  operatioi 
under  the  Evicted  Tenants  Act  of  ki 
session  will  be  ready. 

Mr.  BIRRELL:  The  Return  uDdff 
Section  3  of  the  Evicted  Tenants  Act  ii 
at  present  in  the  hands  of  the  printv, 
and  the  Estates  Commissioners  hope  to 
have  it  ready  for  presentation  before  tU 
end  of  the  month. 
« 

Irish  Uniyersity  Education. 
Captain  CRAIG :  I  beg  to  ask  the  1 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  LordLieutenant  j 
of  Ireland,  if  ho  can  now  state  the  date 
on  which  the  Government  intend  to  in- 
troduce their  State-aided  Roman  Cathdic 
University  Bill ;  and  if  any  arrangement 
has  been  come  to  as  to  the  moving  of  the 
Home  Rule  Resolution. 

Mr.  BIRRELL :  I  am  unable  to  recog- 
nise in  the  description  given  by  the  hon. 
and  gallant  Member  any  measure  which 
I  am  likely  to  introduce,  but  if  he  refers, 
as  I  presume  he  does,  to  the  Bill  to  im- 
prove and  extend  University  education  in 
Ireland   which    was  alluded   to  in   the 
King's  Speech,  I  hope  to  introduce  thatj 
Bill  during  the  week  beginning  on  3Q|H 
instant.     The  latter  part  of  the  Que^^ 
should  nob  be  addressed  to  me,  bi^*^ 
informed  that    the    I  isolutioi 
moved  on  30t^  * 


•solution/ 


589  Questtons. 

Tralee  Cattle  Drive. 
Captain  CRAIG:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  whether  he  is  aware  that  a 
cattle  drive  took  place  off  the  Cragg  and 
Ardcrome  farms,  Tralee,  county  Kerry, 
on  Sunday,  the  8th  March  last,  during  the 
absence  of  the  caretaker  and  his  police 
escort  at  mass;  whether  all  the  cattle 
have  been  recovered;  whether  any 
arrests  have  been  made  in  connection 
with  the  outrage ;  and,  if  so,  what  sen- 
tences were  imposed ;  and  could  he  give 
any  information  as  to  the  reason  for 
cattle  being  driven  off  these  farms. 
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Mr.  BIEEELL  :  The  fact  is  as  stated 
in  the  first  part  of  the  Question.  All  the 
cattle  except  two  have  been  recovered. 
The  police  arrested  five  persons  and 
applied  that  they  should  be  bound  over  to 
keep  the  peace.  One  was  discharged  for 
want  of  identification,  and  four  were  re- 
quired to  find  bail.  Two  of  the  four  gave 
bail,  and  the  other  two  were  committed 
to  prison  for  two  months  in  default  of 
giving  bail.  I  cannot  say  why  the  cattle 
were  driven  off  the  farms. 

Union  Jack  over  Irish  Schools. 
Captain  CEAIG:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  whether  he  will  say  if  there 
is  any  Departmental  objection  to  the 
Union  Jack  being  hoisted  over  national 
schools  in  Ireland  where  a  general  desire 
is  expressed  for  such  outward  sign  of 
loyalty,  and  where  the  manager  raises  no 
objection. 

Mr.  BIEEELL:  Before  taking  any 
steps  in  this  matter,  I  must  be  supplied 
with  better  evidence  than  I  possess  to 
satisfy  me  that  the  hoisting  of  the  Union 
Jack  over  national  schools  in  Ireland 
would  promote  the  peace,  harmony,  and 
loyalty  of  the  neighbourhood. 

Captain  CEAIG :  May  I  ask  in  all 
sincerity  whether  in  those  parts  of  the 
country  where  the  people  are  unani- 
mously loyal 

Several  HON.  MEMBEES  on  the 
Nationalist  Benches :  Where  are  they  1 1 

Captain  CEAIG :  In  Ulster.  Is  there 
any  objection  to  hoisting  Union  Jacks,  a 
large  number  of  which  have  been  supplied 
for  that  purpose  t 

VOL.CLXXXVJ.    [Fourth  SKRiEa.] 


Mr.  BIEEELL:  I  should  be  very 
glad  to  be  supplied  with  evidence  as  to 
complete  unanimity  existing  in  any 
part  of  Ireland.  I  have  no  desire  what- 
ever to  interfere  with  the  wishes  of  the 
Department. 

I  Captain  CEAIG ;  I  press  for  an  An- 
!  swer.  Where  there  is  a  unanimous 
I  desire  on  the  part  of  the  children,  their 
I  parents,  and  the  managers,  is  there  any 
[  objection  to  the  flying  of  the  Union. 
Jack  1 

Mr.  BIEEELL :  Where  complete 
unanimity  exists  in  the  neighbourhood 
the  flying  of  the  Union  Jack  is  an  excel- 
lent thing,  but  I  do  not  wish  it  to  become 
a  centre  of  dissension. 

Waterford  Assizes— Case  of  Nicholas 
;  Qoinlan. 

j  Captain  CEAIG :  I  beg  to  ask  Mr. 
I  Attorney  General  for  Ireland  on  what 
I  grounds  the  trial  of  Nicholas  Quinlan,. 
who  was  charged  with  forging  a  ballot 
paper  while  acting  as  presiding  officer  at 
a  municipal  election,  was  adjourned  at  t{ie 
Waterford  assizes ;  and  why  did  he  not 
send  up  a  bill  to  the  grand  jury. 

Mr.  CHEEEY  :  The  trial  referred  to 
in  the  Question  was  postponed  on  my 
application  for  reasons  which  I  do  not 
thmk  it,  in  the  public  interest,  advisable 
now  to  state.  It  is  my  intention  ta 
proceed  with  the  case  at  the  next  Water- 
lord  assizes. 

London   and    North    Western  Railway 
and  Kingston  Harbour  Dnes. 

Mr.  CLANCY  (Dublin  County,  N.) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
whether  it  is  intended  to  allow  the 
steamers  of  the  London  and  North  West- 
ern Company  to  make  use  of  Kingston 
Harbour  without  charge;  and,  if  not, 
what  charge  will  be  made. 

Mr.  EUNCIMAN  :  The  London  and 
North  Western  Company  will  be  charged 
the  same  dues  as  other  companies  using 
the  pier  for  like  purposes. 

Mr.  CLANCY:    Will  it  be  more  or 
I  less  than  the  Dublin  company  ? 

Mr.  EUNCIMAN  :   I  cannot  say  with- 
I  out  notice. 
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Mr.   CLANCY: 
nominal  chargo  ? 


Is  it  to  be  a  merely 


Mr.  RUNCIMAN:  No,  Sir.  It  will 
be  exactly  the  same  charge  as  is  made 
to   other  steamers. 


Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN  (Kilkenny) : 
Is  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  aware  of  any 
case  where  the  charge  is  made  at  all  1  Is 
it  not  a  fact  that  no  such  charge  has  been 
made  before  for  the  use  of  a  royal  pier  ? 


Mr.  RUNICIMAN:  We  have  been 
charging  dues  to  the  City  of  Dublin  Steam 
Packet  Company  ever  since  we  made  the 
pier,  and  we  shall  charge  dues  to  the 
Jjondon  North  Western  Company  on  ex- 
actly the  same  scale. 

Small  Landholders  (Scotland)  Bill. 

Mr.  McCRAE  (Edinburgh,  E.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Prime  Minister  if  he  is  aware 
that  the  Small  Landholders  (Scotland) 
Bill  has  been  rejected  on  Second  Reading 
in  the  House  of  Lords;  and  if  he  can 
state  what  steps  the  Government  intend 
to  take  in  the  matter. 

The  CHANCELLOR  of  the  EX- 
CHEQUER (Mr.  ASQUITH,  Fifeshire,  E.) : 
I  am  not  in  a  position  to  make  any 
statement. 

Mr.  McCRAE :  Would  it  not  be  pos- 
sible to  have  a  conference  between  the 
two  Houses,  as  suggested  in  the  Resolu- 
tion of  this  House  passed  last  year? 

Mr.  ASQUITH:  Perhaps  my  hon. 
friend  will  give  notice  of  that  Question. 
I  am  not  very  sanguine  as  to  the  result 
of  such  a  conference. 

Mr.  PIRIE:  Can  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  say  when  he  will  be  able  to 
make  a  statement  1 

Mr.  ASQUITH  :   No,  I  cannot. 


BUSINESS   OF  THE    HOUSE. 
Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  (City  of  London) 
asked  in  what  order  the  Votes  would  be 
taked  the  next  day. 

Mr.  ASQUITH  :  First  the  Navy  Votes 
10  and  1,  and  then  the  Army  Votes  A. 


Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  ] 
there  was  a  private  undc 
between  my  right  hon.  friend  i 
ber  for  the  Wellington  Division 
set,  and  the  Patronage  Secreta 
Treasury  that  Vote  10  of  the  Ns 
be  taken  first,  and  that  Vote  1 
postponed  till  after  the  Army  ^ 

Mr.  ASQUITH:  If  the  i 
Gentleman  prefers  that,  it  can  1 


SELECTION  (STAMDING  COM^ 

Sir  William  Brampton  Gv 
ported  from  the  Committee  of  15 
That  they  had  discharged  the 
Members  from  Standing  Com 
(in  respect  of  the  Educatio 
Authorities)  Bill):  Mr.  Timotl 
and  Mr.  Walker ;  and  had  app 
substitution  (in  respect  of  the  I 
(Local  Authorities)  Bill)  :  Mr.  J 
Mr.  Acland. 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


POLLING  DISTRICTS  AND  RE 
TION  OF  VOTERS  (IRELAND 
Reported,     with    Amendment 

Standing  Committee  A. 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  a 
printed.     [No.  92.] 

Minutes    of    the    Proceeding 
Standing  Committee  to  be  print 

Bill,    as    amended    (in     the    1 
Committee),  to  be  taken    into  o 

Standing  Committee  A.  °^^ 


Tabl( 


Report  to  lie  upon    the 
be  printed.     [No.  93.] 

Minutes    of    the     Pr^^^     j. 

Standing  Committee  toi?         •    ^ 
93-1       °  ^^*^  prmted 

Bill  to  be  taken  into  cnr.   •  , 
Monday  next.  "^^^sideratifl 
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IRISH  NATIONAL  SCHOOLS  (HEATING) 
BILL. 

**  To  provide  for  the  Heating  of 
National  School  Houses  in  Ireland,"  pre- 
sented by  Captain  Craig  ;  supported  by 
Colonel  M'Calmont,  Mr.  Lonsdale,  Mr. 
Moore,  Mr.  Thomas  Corbett,  Mr.  Charles 
Craig,  and  Mr.  Banie  ;  to  be  read  a 
second  time  upon  Wednesday  next,  and 
to  be  printed.     [Bill  161.] 

TRUST  INVESTMENT  BILL. 

"  To  amend  the  Law  as  to  the  Invest 
ment  of  Trust  Funds,"  presented  by  Mr. 
Harmood  -  Banner ;  supported  by  Mr. 
Armitage  and  Mr.  Scott ;  to  be  read  a 
second  time  upon  Tuesday  next,  and  to 
be  printed.     [Bill  162.] 
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PHARMACY  BILL 
"  To  amend  the  Pharmacy  Acts,"  pre- 
sented by  Mr.  Winfrey;  supported  by 
Mr.  Idris,  Mr.  Henniker  Heaton,  Mr. 
GuUand,  Mr.  Remnant,  Mr.  Dobson,  Mr. 
Cowan,  Mr.  Crooks,  Mr.  Vickerman 
Rutherford,  and  Mr.  Ellis  Griffith  ;  to  be 
read  a  second  time  upon  Tuesday  next, 
and  to  be  printed.    [Bill  163.] 


BUSINESS  OF  THE  HOUSE  (SUPPLY). 

Motion  made,  and  Question  put, 
*'  That  the  Proceedings  on  the  Business 
of  Supply,  if  under  discussion  when  the 
Business  is  postponed  this  day,  be 
resumed  and  proceeded  with,  though 
opposed,  after  the  interrupton  of  the 
Business." — {Mr,  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer.) 

The  House  divided  ;  Ayes,  302 ;  Noes. 
75.     (Division  List  No.  46). 


Abraham,  Wm.  (Cork,  N.E.) 
Adkins,  W.  Ryland  D. 
AgarRobartes,  Hon.  T.  C.  R. 
Agnew,  George  William 
Ainsworth,  John  Stirling 
Alden.  Percy 
Allen,  Charles  P.  (Stroud) 
Ashton,  Thomas  Gair 
Asquith,Rt.Hn.  Herbert  Henry 
Astbury,  John  Meir 
Atherley-Jonea,  L. 
Baker,  Joseph  A.  (Fin»bury,  E.) 
Baring,  Godfrey  (Isle  of  Wight) 
Barker,  John 

Barlow,  Sir  John  E.  (Somerset' 
Barran,  Rowland  Hirst 
Barry,  E.  (Cork,  S.) 
Beale,  W.  P. 

Belloc,  Hilaire  Joseph  Peter  R. 
Benn,W.(TV'r  Hamlet8,S.Gco. 
Bennett,  E.  N. 

Bethell,Sir  J.H  (Essex.Romfrd 
Bethell,  T.  R.  (Essex,  Maldon) 
Birrell,  Rt.  Hon.  Augp'tine 
Black.  Arthur  W. 
Bottomlev,  Horatio 
Boulton,  A.  C.  F. 
Branch,  James 
Brie?,  John 
Brijrht,  J.  A. 
Brocklehurst.  W.  B. 
Brunner.J.  F.  L.  (Lanca.,Leign) 
Bryre,  J.  Annan 
Buchanan.  Thomas  Ryburn 
Burke,  E.  Haviland- 
Burns,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Burt,  Rt.  Hon.  Thomas 
Buxton.Rt.Hn.  Sydney  Charles 
Byles.  William  Pollard 
Carr-Gomm,  H.  W. 
Cawley,  Sir  Frederick 
Chance,  Frederick  William 
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Cherry,  Rt.  Hon.  R.  R. 

Churehill,  Rt.  Hon.  Winston  S. 

Clancy,  John  Joseph 

Cleland,  J.  W. 

Clough,  William 

Clynos,  J.  R. 

Cobbold,  Felix  Thomley 

Collins,  Stephen  (Lambeth) 

Collin8,Sir  Wm.J.(S.Pancra8,W 

Compton-Rickett,  Sir  J. 

Corbett,C  H  (Sui«8ex,E.Grio8t'd 

Cornwall,  Sir  Edwin  A. 

Cotton,  Sir  H.  J.  S. 

Cox,  Harold 

Craig,  Herbert  J.  (Tynemouth) 

Crean,  Eugene 

Crooks,  William 

Crossley,  William  J. 

Curran,  Peter  Francis 

Davies,David(  Montgomery  Co. 

Davies,  M.  Vaughan-  (Cardigan 

Davies,  Timothy  (Fulham) 

Delany,  William 

Dewar,  Arthur  (Edinburgh,  8.) 

Dewar,Sir  J.  A.  (Invemesa-sh.) 

Dickiason.W.H  (St.  Pancras,N. 

Dickson- Pojmder,  Sir  John  P. 

Dilke,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  (Carles 

Dillon,  John 

Donelan,  Captain  A. 

Duckworth,  James 

Duffy,  William  J. 

Duncan,  C.  (Barrow-in-Furness 

Dunn,  A.  Edward  (Camborne) 

Dunne.Major  E.Martin(  Walsall 

Edwards,  Enoch  (Hanley) 

Elibank,  Master  of 

Ellis,  Rt.  Hon.  John  Edward 

Erskine,  David  C. 

Essex,  R.  W. 

Evans,  Sir  Samuel  T. 

Everett,  R.  Lacey 
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Fenwick,  Charles 

Fereas,  T.  R. 

Ffrench,  Peter 

Findlay,  Alexander 

Foster,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Walter 

Fowler,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Heary 

Freeman-Thomas,  Freeman 

Fuller,  John  Michael  F. 

FuUerton,  Hugh 

Furness,  Sir  Christopher 

Gibb,  James  (Harrow) 

Gladstone,Rt.Hn.HerbertJohn 

Glen-Coats,  Sir  T.  (Renfrew, W. 

Goddard,  Sir  Daniel  Ford 

Gooch,  George  Peabody 

Grant,  Corrie 

Greenwood,  G.  (Peterborough) 

Griffith,  Ellis  J. 

Guest,  Hon.  Ivor  Churcbill 

Gulland,  John  W. 

Gurdon.Rt  Hn.SirW.  Brampton 

Gwynn,  Stephen  Lucius 

Haldane,  Rt.  Hon.  Richard  B. 

Hall,  Frederick 

Halpin,  J. 

Harcourt,  Rt.  Hon.  Lewi» 

Hart-Davies,  T. 

Harvey  A.  G.  C.  (Rochdale) 

Harvey,  W.E.(Derby8hire,  N.E 

Haworth,  Arthur  A. 

Hayden,  John  Patrick 

Hazel,  Dr.  A.  E. 

Hedges,  A.  Paget 

Helme,  Norval  Watson 

Hemmerde,  Edward  George 

Henderson,  Arthur  (Durham) 

Henry,  Charles  S. 

Herbert,Col.  Sir  Ivor  (Mon.,  S.) 

Herbert,  T.  Arnold  (VVycombe) 

Higham,  John  Sharp 

Hobart,  Sir  Robert 

Hodge,  John 
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Hogan,  Michael 

Holt,  Richard  Duming 

Hope,  John  Deans  (Fife,  West) 

Hope,W.Bateman  (Someraet,N 

Homiman,  Emslie  John 

Howard,  Hon,  Geoffrey 

Hudson,  Walter 

Jacoby,  Sir  James  Alfred 

Jardine,  Sir  J. 

Johnson,  John  (Gateshead) 

Jones,  Leif  (Appleby) 

Jones,  William  (Carnarvonshire 

Jowett,  F.  W. 

Knvanagh,  Walter  M. 

Kearley,  Hudson  £. 

Kekewich,  Sir  George 

Kelley,  George  D. 

Kennedy,  Vincent  Paul 

Kilbride,  Denis 
Kincaid-Smith,  Captain 
King,  Alfred  John  (Knutsford) 
Laidlaw,  Robert 
Lamb,  Ernest  H.  (Rochester) 
Lambert,  George 
Lamont,  Norman 
Lardner,  James  Carrige  Rushe 
Law,  Hugh  A.  (Donegal,  H.) 
Layland-Barratt,  Francis 
Lecse,Sir  Joseph  F.(Accrington 
Lever, A.  Levy  (Essex,  Harwich 
Lever,  W.  H.  (Cheshire,  Wirral) 
Lloyd-George,  Rt.  Hon.  David 
Lough,  Thomas 
Lundon,  W. 
Lupton,  Arnold 
Luttrell,  Hugh  Fownes 
Lyell,  Charles  Henry 
Macdonald,  J.  R.  (Leicester) 
Macdonald,J.M.  (Falkirk  B'ghs 
Macnamara,  Dr.  lliomas  J. 
'MacVeigh,Charles  (Donegal,E.) 
M'Callum,  John  M. 
M'Crae,  George 
M'Kenna,  Rt.  Hon.  Reginald 
M*Laren,  Sir  C.  B.  (Leicester) 
M'Laren,  H.  D.  (Sta&ord,  W.) 
M'Micking.  Major  G. 
Maddison,  Frederick 
Mallet,  Charies  E. 
Manfield,  Harry  (Northants) 
Marnham,  F.  J. 
Mastcrman,  C  F.  G. 
Meagher,  Micha'^l 
^lenzics,  Walter 
Micklem,  Nathaniel 
Middlebrook,  William 
Mond,  A. 

Money,  L.  G.  Chiozza 
Montagu,  E  S. 
Montgomery,  H.  G. 
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Mooney,  J.  J. 

Morgan,  G.  Hay  (Cornwall) 

Morgan,  J.  Lloyd  (C4irmarthen) 

Morley,  Rt.  Hun.  John 

Morrcll,  Philip 

Morton,  Alpheus  Clcophas 

Murray,  James 

Myer,  Horatio 

Nannetti,  Joseph  P. 

Neu-nes,  F.  Notts,  (Bassetlaw) 

Xicholb,  George 

Nicholson,Charles  N.(Doncaat'r 

I  Nolan,  Joseph 
Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  William 
Nussey,  Thomas  Willans 
Nuttall,  Harry 

0'Brien,Kendal(Tipperary  Mid 
O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 
O'Brien,  William  (Ck)rk) 
O'Connor,  John  (Kildare,  N.) 
O'Connor,  T.  P.  (Liverpool) 
O'DonnellT.  (Kerry,  W.) 

O'Dowd,  John 

O'Grady,  J. 

O'Kelly,  Conor  (Mayo,  N.) 
I  O'Kelly, James  (Ro3common,N 

Parker,  James  (Halifax) 

Partington,  Oswald 

Pearce,  William  (Limehouse) 

Pearson, W.H.M.  (Suffolk,  Eye ) 

Perks,  Robert  William 

Philipps,  Owen  C.  (Pembroke) 

Pickersgill,  Edward  Hare 

Pirie,  Duncan  V. 

Pollard,  Dr. 

Power,  Patrick  Joseph 

Price,  C.  E.  (Edinb'gh,  Central) 

Priestley,  W.E.B.(Bradford,  E. ) 

Radford,  G.  H. 

Raphael,  Herbert  H. 

Rea,  Walter  Russell  (Scarboro' 

Redmond, John  £.(  Waterford) 

Redmond,  William  (Clare) 

Reos,  J.  D. 

Rendall,  Athelstan 

Richards,T.  F.  (Wolverh'mpt'n 

Ridsdale,  E.  A. 

Roberts,  G.  H.  (Norwich) 

Robertson, Rt.Hn.  E.  (Dundee) 

Robert8on,Sir  GScott(  Br  adf 'rd 

Robinson,  S. 

Roche,  John  (Galway,  East) 

Roe,  Sir  Thomas 

Rogers,  F.  E.  Newman 

Rose,  Charles  Day 

Rowlands,  J. 

Runciman,  Walter 

Rutherford,  V.  H.  (Brentford) 

Samuel,  Herbert  L.  (Cleveland) 

Scarisbrick,  T.  T.  L. 
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Scott, A.  H.  ( Aithton  underLyn^ 
Seely,  Colonel 
Shipman,  Dr.  John  G. 
Silccwk,  Thomas  Ball 
Simon,  John  AUsebrook 
Sinclair,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Smeatoo,  Donald  Mackenzie 
Soares,  Ernest  J. 
Stanley,  Albert  (Staffs,  N.  W.) 
StanleT,Hn.A.  Lyulph  (Cbesh ) 
Straus*  B.  S.  (Mile  End) 
Straojis,  IB.  A.  (Abingdon) 
Snmmerbell,  T. 
Taylor,  John  W.  (Durham) 
Taylor,  Theodore  C.  (Radcliffe) 
TennantySirEdward  (Salisbury 
Teimant,  H.  J.  (Berwickshire) 
Thoma8,Sir  A.  (Glamorgan,  £.) 
rhomas,DaTid  Alfred  (Merthrr 

Thomasson,  franklin 

Thompson,J.W.H.(Somersot,E 

Tomkinson,  James 

Torrance,  Sir  A.  M. 

Toulmin,  George 

Trevelyan,  Charles  Philipa 

Vemey,  F.  W. 

Villieni,  Ernest  Amherst 

Viyian,  Henry 

Wadsworth,  J. 

Walton,  Joseph 

Ward,  John(Sto]ce  upon  Trent) 

Wardle,  George  J. 

Waring,  Walter 

Warner,  Thomas  Coortenay  T. 

Wason,Bt.Hn.E  (ClackmannaD 

Wa8on,John  Gathcart  (Grknev) 

Waterlow,  D.  a 

Watt,  Henry  A. 

Wedgwood,  Josiah  C 

Weir,  James  GaUoway 

Whitbread,  Howard 

White,  Sir  Geoige  (Norfolk) 

White,  J.  D.  (Dnmbartonshirf ) 

White,  Luke  (York,  E.  R.) 

Whitehead,  Bowland 

Whitley,  John  Henry  (Halifax) 

Wiles,  ^omas 

Williams,  J.  (Glamorgan) 

Williams,  Osmond  (Merioneth) 

Williamson,  A. 

Wilson,  Hon.  G.  G.  (Hull,  W.) 

Wikon.  Heniy  J.  (York,  W.R.) 

Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Mid) 

Wilson,  P.  W.  (St.  Pancras,  S.) 

Winfrey,  R. 

Wood,  T.  M*Klnnon 

Tbllkbs  vob  tbx  Ayes— Mr. 
Whiteley  and  Mr.  Herbert 
Lewis. 


Anson,  Sir  William  Reynell 
Anstruther-Gray,  Major 
Arnold-Forator.RtHn.  Hugh  O. 
Aubrey-Fleteher,Rt.Hn  Sir  H. 
Balcarres,  Lord 
Baldwin,  Stanley 
Balfoiir,Rt.Hn.  A.J.(City  Lond. 
Banbury,  Sir  Frenorick  George 
Banner,  John  S.  Harmood- 
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Baring, Capt. Hn.G  (Winchester 
Barrie,  H.  T.  (Londonderry,  N. 
Beach,Hn. Michael  Hugh  Hicks 
Beckett,  Hon.  Gervase 
Bignold,  Sir  Arthur 
Bridgeman,  W.  Clive 
Brotherton,  Edward  Allen 
Campbell,  Rt.  Hon.  J.  H.  M 
Carlile,  E.  Hildred 


Cavendish, Bj 

Cecil,  Evel^ 

Cecil, 

CecU,Lord: 

Chamberlai 

Cochrane, 

Corbett,T. 

O>arthope, 

Craig,Capt 


.Victor  aw. 

L  Manor) 
i  P.  Joicey- 
ebone,£ 
)|BBJ.A.(Worc. 
>1boi.  H.  A.  £. 
I^ra,  North) 

li»iKI>own,£.) 
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Cralk,  Sir  Henry 

Bizon-HartlandfSir  FredDizon 

Doughty,  Sir  Qeorge 

Du  Cros,  Arthur  Philip 

Duiican,Robert(Laiiark,GovaD 

Faber,  George  Denison  (York) 

Fell,  Arthur 

Fletcher,  J.  S. 

Gibbs,  J.  A.  ( Bristol,  West) 

Glover,  Thomas 

Guinness*  Walter  Edward 

Hamilton,  Marquess  of 

Harrison- Broadley,  H.  B. 

Heaton,  John  Henniker 

Hill,  Sir  Clement 

Hunt,  Rowland 

Lambton,  Hon.  Frederick  Wm. 

Lane- Fox,  G.  R. 
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Lee,ArthQrH.(  Hants,  Fareham 
Lonsdale,  John  Brownlee 
Lowe,  Sir  Francis  William 
Lyttelton,  Rt  Hon.  Alfred 
Magnus,  Sir  Philip 
Mildmay,  Francis  Bingham 
Morpeth,  Viscount 
Nicholson, Wm.  G.  (Petersfield) 
Parker,  Sir  Gilbert  (Grayesend ) 
Percy,  Earl 

Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Randies,  Sir  John  Scurrah 
Remnant,  James  Farquharson 
Roberts,S.  (Sheffield,  Ecclesall) 
Ronaldshay,  Earl  of 
Rutherford,  John  (Lancashire) 
Seddon,  J. 
Shoffield,SirBerkeley  GeorgeD. 
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Sloan,  Thomas  Henrv 
Starkey,  John  R. 
Talbot,  Lord  E.  (Chichester) 
Thomson, W.Mitchell-  (Lanark) 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Tuke,  Sir  John  Batty 
Warde,  Col.  C.  E.  (Kent.  Mid) 
WilUams,  Col.  R.  (Dorset,  W. ) 
Wilson, A.Stanley  (York.E.  R.) 
Wilson,  W.  T.  (Westhoughton) 
WolflF,  Gustav  Wilhelm 
Younger,  George 

Tellers  for  the  Noes — Sir 
Alexander  Acland-Hood  and 
Mr.  Forster. 


SUPPLY  [16th  March]  REPORT. 
Resolution  reported  : 

CIVIL  SERVICES   AND  REVENUE 
DEPARTMENTS    ESTIMATES,    1908-9. 

(Vote  on  Account). 

"  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding 
je21,805,000,  be  granted  to  His  Majesty, 
on  account,  for  or  towards  defraying  the 
Charges  for  the  following  Civil  Services 
and  Revenue  Departments  for  the  year 
ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1909, 
viz.  :  — 

CIVIL  SERVICES. 

Class  II. 

Board    of    Agriculture    and 

Fisheries  ....         65,000 

REVENUE  DEPARTMENTS. 
Post  Office   ....    6,500,000 

CIVIL   SERVICES. 

Class  II. 

Ireland  : — 

Department  of    Agriculture 

and  Technical  Instruction         95,000 

Class  I. 

Royal  Palaces       .         .         .         20,000 

Osborne        ....  5,000 

Royal    Parks   and    Pleasure 

Gardens   ....         52,000 

Houses  of  Parliament  Build- 
ings ....         18,000 

Salisbury  Memorial  .  1,000 

Miscellaneous  Legal  Build- 
ings, Great  Britain   .         .         30,000 

Art  and    Science  Buildings, 

Great  Britain    .  .         25,000 

Diplomatic     and      Consular 

Buildings  .         .         .         40,000 


Revenue  Buildings  250,000 

Public      Buildings,       Great 

Britain     ....  230,000 

Surveys      of     the     United 

Kingdom          .         .         .  90,000 

Harbours   under  the   Board 

of  Trade  ....  20,000 

Peterhead  Harbour  10,000 

Rates  on  Government  Pro- 
perty       ....  300,000 

PudHc  Works  and  Buildings, 

Ireland     ....  95,000 

Railways,  Ireland  30,000 

Class  II. 
United  Kingdom  and  England  : — 


House  of  Lords  Offices 
House  of  Commons  Offices 
Treasury    and     Subordinate 

Departments     . 
Home  Office 
Foreign  Office 
Colonial  Office 
Privy  Council  Office 
Board  of  Trade    . 
Mercantile  Marine  Services 
Bankruptcy  Department   of 

the  &)ard  of  Trade 
Charity  Commission 
Civil  Service  Commission 
Exchequer  and  Audit  Depart 

ment 

Friendly  Societies  Registry 
Local  Government  Board 
Lunacy  Commission 
Mint  (including  Coinage) 
National  Debt  Office     . 
Public  Record  Office     . 
Pul)lic    Works    Loan    Com 

mission     . 
Registrar  General's  Office 
Stationery  and  Printing 


10,000 
20,000 

40,000 
75,000 
24,000 
25,000 
5,000 
100,000 
25,000 

3 

15,000 
17,000 

25,000 
3,000 

85,000 

5,0C0 

5 

6,000 

10,000 

1,200 

15,000 

330,000 
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Woods,  Forests,  &c.,  Oflfice  of 
Works  and  Public  Buildings, 
Office  of   .        .        .        . 
Secret  Service 

Scotland — 

Secretary  for  Scotland,  Office 

of     .        .        .        . 
Fishery  Board 
Lunacy  Commission 
Eegistrar  i4enerarB  Office 
Local  Government  Board 

Ireland — 

Lord  Lieutenant's  Household 
Chief  Secretary's  Offices  and 

Subordinate   Departmenta 
Cbaritable     Donations     and 

Bequests  Office 
Local  GovernmeEt  Board 
Public  Record  Office    . 
Public  Works  Office     . 
Registrar  Generars  Office 
Valuation      and     Boundary 

Survey     .... 

Class  IIL 


8,000 

36,0CO 
40,000 


25,000 
7,000 
2,500 
1,500 
5,000 


2,000 
10,000 

1,000 
30,000 

2,000 
16,000 

5,000 

7,000 


United  Kingdom  and  England — 

I^w  Charges        .         .         .  30,000 

MiFcellaiieous  Legal  Expenses  28,000 

Supreme  Court  of  Judicature  160,000 

"Lend  Regiatry      .         .         .  16,000 

Public  Trustee     .         .         .  1,000 

County  Courts     ...  2 

Police,  England  and  Wales  15,000 
Prjeons,    England    and    the 

Colonies    ....  320,000 
Eeformatory  and   Industrial 

Schools^,  Great  Britian       .  130,000 
Broadmoor  Criminal  Lunatic 

Asylum    ....  15,000 


Scotland — 

Law  Charges  and  Courts  of 

Law          .... 

30,000 

Register  House,  Edinburgh  . 

15,000 

Crofters  Commission     . 

2,000 

Prisons         .... 

35,000 

Ireland — 

Law   Charges  and  Criminal 

Prosecutions     . 

25,000 

Supreme  Court  of  Judicature, 

and   other  L«gal  Depart- 

ments      .... 

43,000 

Land  Commission 

110,000 

County  Court  OfScers,  &c.    . 

40,000 

Dublin  Metropolitan  Police  . 
Royal  Irish  Constabulary  . 
Prisons  .... 
Reformatory  and  Industrial 

Schools  .... 
Dundrum  Criminal  Lunatic 

Asylum    •        •        .        • 
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£ 
60,000 
615,000 
50,000 

55,000 


4,000 


Class  IV. 
United  Kingdom  and  England- 


Board  of  Education 

British  Museum  . 

National  Gallery . 

National  Portrait  Gallery     . 

Wallace  Collection 

Scientific  Investigations,  Ac. 

Universities  and  Colleger, 
Great  Britain,  and  Inter- 
mediate Education,  Wales 

Scotland — 

Public  Education . 
National  Galleries 

Ireland — 

Public  Education 
Endowed  Schools    Commis- 
sioners    .... 
National  Gallery . 
Queen's  Colleges  . 


7,000,000 

60,000 

17,000 

3,000 

3,000 

28,0CO 


75,000 


850,000 
3,000 


760,000 

400 
2,000 
2,500 


Class  V. 

Diplomatic  and  Consular 
Services  .... 

CfJonial  Services. 
Telegraph      Subsidies     and 

Pacific  Cable     , 
Cyprus  (Grant  in  Aid) 

Class  VI. 

Superannuation  and  Retired 
Allowances 

MiJ^cellaneous  Charitable  and 
otheiT  Allowances      .     .    . 

Hospitals  and  Charities,  Ire- 
land .... 

Savings  Banks  and  Friend  y 


250,000 
350,000 

25,000 
49,000 


300,000 

1,150 

17,000 


Societies  Deficiencies 


f 


Class  VILloJ 

Temporary  Commissions    ^RtHi 
Miacellaneuua  Expenses      on.  The 
Repayments    of    the     LOq^j^ZJ 

Loans  Fund       .  .      toJame8(. — 

Ireland  Development  Gra  0,000 


25,000 
4,740 
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Eevenue  Departments. 


Customs       .... 
Inland  Revenue   . 

Total  for  Civil  Services 
and  R'jvenue  Depart- 


£ 
350,000 
830,000 


ments 


£21,805,000" 


Resoluton  read  a  Second  time. 

Mr.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.) :  I  wish  to 
move  a  reduction  of  £100  on  this  Vote 
for  the  purpose  of  drawing  the  attention 
of  the  House  to  a  very  serious  state  of 
things  that  has  arisen  in  Ireland,  owing 
to  the  intervention  of  the  Treasury, 
which  has  brought  the  operations  of  the 
Congested  Districts  Board  to  an  absolute 
standstill.  I  wish  at  the  outset  to  explain 
that  what  the  Treasury  has  done  is  that 
they  have  not  refused  or  withheld  from 
the  Congested  Districts  Board  the  money 
necessary  to  continue  the  purchase  of 
estates,  but  they  have  refused  to  give  any 
additional  funds  to  the  Congested 
Districts  Board,  which  are  necessary  for 
preparing  the  estates  for  sale.  As  a 
consequence  of  that  refusal  the  Treasury 
have  taken  steps,  if  I  am  rightly  informed, 
to  direct  the  Congested  Districts  Boaid, 
or  10  bring  pressure  upon  the  Board, 
absolutely  to  cease  the  purchase  of  estates. 
The  condition  of  things  which  has  been 
caused  by  this  action  on  ihe  part  of  the 
Treasury  is  grave  in  the  extreme. 
Before  I  proceed  to  explain  in  detail 
the  actual  situation  which  has  now 
arisen  in  Ireland  in  consequence  of  this 
action,  I  feel  boimd  to  explain  the  pro- 
cedure of  the  Board  and  the  way  in 
which  this  action  on  the  part  of  the 
Treasury  has  brought  that  procedure 
to  an  absolute  standstill.  The  Con- 
gested Districts  Board,  as  many  Members 
who  were  in  Parliament  before  the  last 
election  know,  was  set  up  by  two  clauses 
in  the  Land  Act  of  1891.  Those  two 
clauses  set  up  a  body  with  practically 
a  roving  commission  to  see  what  could 
be  done  for  those  unfortunate  districts 
in  the  South  and  West  of  Ireland.  The 
powers  given  by  those  two  clauses  were 
vague  in  the  extreme  and  exceedingly 
Jixnited.  The  conmiission  conferred  upon 
'feJziis  body  was  to  endeavour  to  ameliorate 
^iie  condition  of  this  population,  which 
""as  recognised    by  Parliament  as  being 


disgraceful  to  the  whole  civilisation 
of  the  country.  That  Act  has  been 
made  the  subject  of  innumerable 
Amendments.  I  counted  up  the  other 
day,  and  I  think  there  have  been  no 
less  than  nine  amending  Acts.  If  this 
were  the  proper  occasion  to  discuss  the 
question  in  its  larger  issues  and  to  deal 
with  questions  of  legislation,  I  could 
unfold  to  the  House  a  story  of  the 
history  of  the  amending  legislation 
of  this  Congested  Districts  Board,  which 
would  be  a  very  striking  illustration 
of  the  incapacity  of  this  House  to  deal 
with  Irish  problems.  But  this  is  not  the 
time  to  do  that.  We  are  now  confined 
strictly  to  the  question  of  administration. 
The  Board  at  first  applied  itself  to 
various  experiments  with  a  view  to 
promoting  various  industries  amongst 
those  populations.  It  made  various 
experiments  and  made  a  great  many 
mistakes,  and  I  am  free  to  admit  that  it 
wasted  a  great  deal  of  money  on  those 
experiments,  but  the  Nationalist  Party 
to  which  I  belong  said  from  the  beginning 
that  these  experiments  were,  to  say  the 
least,  of  very  little  use,  and  that  the 
true  policy  for  the  Board  and  the  only 
policy  which  could  bring  a  lasting  and 
effective  remedy  for  the  terrible  condi- 
tions which  prevailed  in  the  West  of 
Ireland  was  the  policy  of  enlarging  the* 
holdings  of  the  people  and  improving  the 
conditions  of  the  tenure  so  that  they 
might  become  a  self-supporting  popula- 
tion. These  views  which  have  been 
advocated  both  in  this  House  and 
outside  for  many  years  were  at  last 
adopted  by  the  Government  of  the  day, 
and  in  1899  the  Board,  by  the  purchase 
of  the  Dillon  estate,  commenced  for  the 
first  time  the  policy  of  migration,  enlarge- 
ment of  holdings,  and  the  improvement  of 
land — the  only  policy  which,  in  my 
opinion,  is  calculated  in  any  degree  to 
improve  the  condition  of  these  western 
populations.  Therefore,  I  ask  hon. 
Members  to  keep  in  mind  when  they 
hear  the  operations  of  the  Board  criti- 
cised, that  this  land  policy  of  the  Board 
has  only  been  in  operation  from  1899. 
As  regards  the  Congested  Districts  Board, 
I  wish  to  say  at  the  very  outset 
that  it  has  been  bitterly  criticised  in 
many  quarters.  If  I  were  disposed 
to-night  to  embark  on  a  criticism  of  the 
Board  I  could  make  a  very  strong  case 
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against  them.    They  have  made  many 
mistakes   and    have  wasted   money  on 
experiments,   and  in  my  opinion  have 
very  often  paid  a  great  deal  too  much 
for    land.      In    many    ways    I    could 
criticise  them,  but  when  all  the  criticism 
is  said  and  done,  the  fact  remains,  which 
I  do  not  think  can  be  challenged,  that 
this    Board    is    the    only    public    body 
we  have  had  in  Ireland  which  has  applied 
itself  to  this  great  problem — one  of  the 
most  urgent  and  burning  we  have  to  deal 
with  in  that  country — the  problem  of  the 
condition  of  these  western  populations. 
It  has   left    behind  it  in  the  districts 
in    which    its    limited    opportunities — 
owing  to  the  insufficiency  of  the  Acts 
and   insufficiency   of    its    funds  —  have 
enabled  it  to  operate   pennanent  works 
of    improvement.     It    is    a    matter    of 
notoriety    that    in    these,    I    regret    to 
say   extremely   limited   districts,    where 
it  has  been  able  to  operate  with  more 
or  less  of  a  free  hand,  as  in  the  case  of  the 
DiUon  estate  and  others  in  that  neigh- 
bourhood,   centres   of    disturbance   and 
outrage  and  trouble  of  every  kind  have 
become    peaceful    centres    of    industry 
and  progress.    However  open  the  Board 
may  be  to  criticism,  and  I  am  the  last 
man  to  deny  that  it  can  be  truthfully 
and   severely   criticised,   we   in   Ireland 
have    had   too    little   of   genuine    work 
done      for      those      unfortunate      and 
neglected  people  to  look  a  gift  horse  too 
closely  in  the  mouth  and  to  refuse  the 
ameliorative    operations   of   this    Board 
until  we  have  something  better  to  put 
in  its  place.     The  case  I  hope  to  make 
to-night  for  unloosing  the  strings  of  the 
Treasury  to    a    very  limited  extent    is 
unanswerable.      There     is     one     recent 
criticism   made   of  the  Board   to  which 
I  feel  bound  to   advert   for  a  moment, 
because  a  recent  hou.  Member  of  this 
House — a  man  of  extreme  brilliancy — 
has  within  the  last  two  months  actually 
written  a  whole  volume  devoted  solely 
to    a    denunciation    of    this    Congeited 
Districts      Board.      The      volume      is 
full     of     charges     against    the     Board. 
It     is     written     by     Mr.      O'Donnell. 
I  only  refer  to  that  for  a  moment,  fearing 
that    any    man    might    be    prejudiced 
against    the    Board    by    charges    made 
against  it.    I  take  one  of  the  charges. 
It  is  a  charge  in  connection  with  the 
Dillon  estate.     In  this  charge  it  is  said 

Mr,  IHllon, 


that    an     offer  of    £11,000    was   mile 
for    the   demesne  of  the   Dillon  estite, 
with  the  sporting   rights   attached,  li 
that     that     offer       was      refused    ii 
order    that    the    land     might    be  sold 
for  £2,500  to  a  community  of  foieigD 
nuns,  and  that  therefore  a  loss  of  £8,00(1 
was  inflicted  on  the  taxpayer  in  order  to 
give  a  preference  to  the  nuns.     What  aa 
i  the  facts  ?    They  are  exceedingly  simpk 
1 1  mention  this  case  in  order  to  disarm 
'  prejudice  against  the    Board.  It  is  quite 
true  that  the  Ck>nge8ted  Districts  Boaid 
I  was  offered  by  a  sporting  tenant  £11,000 
I  for  the  demesne  of    the   Dillon  estate. 
;  together  with  the  shooting  rights  over  tk 
I  estate  and  over  two  or  three  large  planta- 
j  tions  on  the  estate.     The   area  of  the 
I  demesne  is  653  acres,  including  a  great 
deal  of  agricultural  land.     The  tenants 
on  the  estate  resisted  the  reservation  d 
the  shooting  rights  and  in  that,  I  think, 
they  were  perfectly  right.     I  had  8om^ 
thing  to  do  with  that  agitation.     It  was 
hinted  that  the  agitation  was  got  up  bj 
the  priests  in  the  interest  of  these  nuns. 
There  is  not  a  shadow  of  foundation  iq 
that.    I    advised    the    tenants    not  to 
consent  to  the  reservation  of  the  shootiDg 
rights.    When   the   tenants    refused  to 
consent  to  that  reservation  the  sporting 
tenant,  of  course,  was  no  longer  available. 
What  happened  ?    The  Board  then  hav- 
ing this  tumble-down  mansion  on  their 
hands  sold  it  to  the  Bishop  of  Blphin 
for  this  community  of  nuns  with  150 
acres   of  the  demesne   for  the  sum  of 
£2,100,  but  they  reserved  the  balance  of 
the  demesne,    amounting  to  460  acres, 
which  they  cut  up  and  distributed  among 
small  tenants,  thereby  enlarging  a  great 
number   of   small   holdings,    and    they 
realised  out  of  the  demesne  £13,500  by 
the  new  arrangement,  reserving  to  thena- 
selves  the  three  large  plantations  which, 
under  the  other  offer,  would  have  been 
the  sporting  tenant's.    Now  the  House 
has  the  facts  of  the  case,  showing  how 
easy  any  false  charge  can  be  made  against 
a  body.    I  mention  that  to  show  how 
easy  it  is  to  trump  up  a  charge  which 
looks   very  bad    and    is    calcumted    to 
prejudice  opinion  in  this  country  against 
a  board  in  Ireland,  and  to  show  how, 
when    investigated,    it    may    disappear 
altogether.    It  is  easy  to  criticisa  tioB 
Board,  but  that  is  not  what  I  have  naen 
for  to-night.   What  I  want  to  say  ii  thai 
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bis  Board  is  the  only  body  in  Ireland  at 
resent  with  any  machinery  for  dealing 
nth  such  estates  as  the  Dillon  estate 
nd  others  of  that  character,  and  that 
Jutil  some  other  body,  or  other  machinery 
J  set  up  by  the  wisdom  of  Parliament, 
nd  until  we  receive  and  consider  the 
i«port  of  the  Dudley  Commission,  I  think 
'  is  an  act  of  political  insanity  to  block 
ad  to  stop  the  operations  of  this  Board. 
do  not  desire  for  myself,  or  for  any 
ember  of  the  Party  to  which  I  belong, 
»  say  one  word  to-night  to  prejudice 
LT  freedom  of  action  when  the  Report  of 
«  Dudley  Commission  comes  forward. 
^  wish  to  leave  ourselves  absolutely 
se  to  advocate  any  course  which  may 
em  good  to  us  as  regards  the  future 
eatment  of  these  congested  districts, 
it  pending  that  Repor:  it  is  only  sound 
atesmanship  that  the  operations  of  the 
^esent  Board,  which  was  set  up  by 
wrliament  for  the  treatment  of  the 
ingested  districts,  and  is  the  only 
»dy  competent  to  deal  with  these 
tates,  should  not  be  suspended, 
ipecially  in  view  of  the  dangerous  con- 
quences  which  may  result,  thereby 
^ing  fresh  obstacles  in  the  way  of  the 
ght  hon.  Gentleman  when  he  comes 
I  deal  with  the  question  later  on  and 
40  in  view  of  the  promises  which  were 
jfcde  five  years  ago  ps  to  the  Congested 
jStricts  Board  and  the  treatment  of 
pae  districts.  One  word  as  regards  those 
'jmises.  My  hon.  friends  who  sit  around 
5  will  remember  the  debates  which 
^>k  place  in  1903.  We  remember  the 
3mi8es  which  were  made  by  the  right 
Si.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Dover.  I 
*tinctly  remember  the  promise  made  by 
Q  when  the  condition  of  the  congested 
*iiricts  was  pressed  on  his   attention. 

*  the  two  years  which  followed  the 
bates  of  "  1903,  the  right  hon. 
Titleman    endeavoured   to   carry   out 

1  promise.  He  said  that  it  wa^ 
1  intention  of  the  Government  to 
*e  up  nibbling  at  this  question,    and 

*  embark  on  a  policy  by  buying  up 
large  number  of  estates.  And  the 
bt  hon.  Gentleman  said  this  remark- 
e  thing :  That  he  regarded  these 
all  holdings  in  the  West  of  Ireland 

UDeconomic — to  used  the  technical 
jreasioD  then  employed— and  that 
jj  ought  not  to  be  sold  to  the  people 
al  they  had   been   made   economic. 


That   was  a  parfetly  lound  principle. 
What  do  we  see  in  the  wilds  of  Leitrim  ? 
Estates  sold    at    an    outrageous    price, 
together  with  arrears,     I  say  that  the 
money  of  the  State  is  most  insecure  under 
these  conditions.     The  right  hon.  Member 
for  Dover  was  perfectly  right  whether  we 
look  at  it  from  the  view  of  the  future  fate 
of  these  poor  people,  from  the  point  of 
view  of   the   future   prosperity   of   the 
country,  or  from  the  point  of  view  of  those 
who    represent    the    taxpayers    of    this 
country,  who  want  security  for  the  funds 
advanced  for  purchase  of  the  estates. 
The  right  hon.  Member  for  Dover  said 
rightly  that  he  was  not  going  to  lend  this 
money  in  order  to  stereotype  a  condition 
of  raggedness  and  rottenness.     Therefore 
I  am  entitled  to  say  that  the  speech 
delivered  by  the  right  hon.  the  Member  for 
Dover  on  that  occasion,  and  the  whole 
course  of  the   debates  in    1903,   raised 
in   the  minds  of  the  Irish  people  and 
particularly  those  in  the  West  of  Ireland 
great   hopes,    and   you   cannot   in   this 
House    raise    great  hopes  amongst  the 
people  without  contracting  a  deep  moral 
obligation  to  sec  that  they  are  not  dis- 
appointed.    If  there  is  one  thing  more 
than  another  which  this  House  ought  to 
be  ashamed  of,  it  is  that  over  and  over 
again    it   has    said   to    Ireland :     ''Be 
peaceable  and  everything  will  be  done." 
But  when  Ireland  is  peaceable,  nothing 
is    done,    and   then    follows    from    dis- 
appointment,    outrage     and     violence. 
What  is  the  procedure  adopted  by  the 
Congested  Districts  Board  ever  since  it 
commenced  its  policy  of  land  settlement  ? 
The  Board  buys  an  estate  and  endeavours 
to  put  it  in  order  and  to  improve  its 
condition,  partly  by  enlarging  the  hold- 
ings, partly  by  making  roads,  and  partly 
by  constructing  a  system  of  drainage. 
The  holdings  are  made  economic,  at  all 
events  they  are  put  into  such  a  condition 
that  people  can  make  a  living  out  of 
the   land.     Then  the  estate  is  charged 
with  a  small  proportion  of  the  expense 
of  these  improvements.     That  proportion 
up  to  the  present  time  has  been  very 
small,    spread    over    the    whole    estate. 
Here  let  me  say  what  ought  to  be  kept 
in  mind  by  hon.  Memb  t>,  t'la"  i  i  Ireland 
there  is  grazing  land  which   might   be 
used  in  bringing  these  holdings  up  to  an 
economic  standard  at  a  minimum  rent 
of  £10.     From  my  own  observation   I 
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have  been  convinced  that  there  are 
thousands  of  holdings  which,  without 
any  addition  that  might  be  taken  from 
the  grazing  land,  can  be  made  more 
economic  than  they  are  by  encouraging 
the  people  to  drain  their  land.  I  know 
a  large  numer  of  people  whose  holdings 
have  been  vastly  improved  and  who  are 
beconiing  prosperous  simply  because, 
where  the  landlords  have  been  bought  ou^ 
and  after  the  main  drainage  has  been 
cxeinited,  they  have  reclaimed  the 
land  with  great  industry.  They  are  en- 
couraged to  do  so.  because  they  have 
the  assunmce  for  the  first  time  in  their 
history,  given  by  the  scheme  of  land 
purchase,  that  all  the  value  given 
to  the  rei^laimed  land  by  their  abour 
and  industry  wi'l  be  their  own  instead 
of  being  appropriated  by  the  landlord. 
I  remember  the  time  when  these  poor 
people  went  out  on  their  holdings  and 
reclaimed  the  land  from  bog  or  morass 
only  to  tind  that  the  rent  was  raised 
upon  them  by  lOs.  an  acre.  Now  you 
can  see  hundreds  of  them  working 
at  the  rwlamation  of  their  land.  By 
encouragements  of  that  kind  incalculable 
good  may  be  done  all  over  Ireland.  I 
have  the  tigures  here  of  a  few  estates. 
One  estate  cost  £39.000  and  after  cer- 
tain thiuiis  had  been  done  to  it  which 
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estate  was  purchased    at    fifteen  veaK* 
purchase  which  could  not  be  done  now. 
While  that  is  true   what  a  difference  h 
made  on  the  Dillon    Estate !    The  ex- 
penditure of  £65,000   quite  transformed 
the  whole  estate,  on   which  for  fifty  « 
sixty   years   not   £50    had    been  spent 
Therefore  the  method    adopted  by  ik 
Congested  Districts  Board  is  to  buy  tl» 
estate,  then  execute  these  improvement; 
and  re-sell  to  the  tenants,   doing  whit 
they  can  br  migration,  by  enlargement 
of  the  holdings  and  other  means  to  put 
the  tenants  in  a   more    economic  coe- 
dition  and  in  a  better  position  to  mab 
a  living  out  of  their  land.     One  of  the 
awful  e\41s  with  which   the   country  k 
threatened  is  that  some  of  the  tenants 
on  these  estates  are  being  forced  to  bnv 
direct  from  the  landlord  by  the  piessun 
of  arrears.     The  most  tragic  feature  of 
the  situation  is  that  those  tenants  v1m> 
need  most  the  intervention  of  the  Con- 
gested Districts  Board  are  the  most  de- 
fenceless and  the  most  easily  forced  to  bur 
their  land  direct  from  the  landlord,  with- 
out the  intervention  of  the   Congested 
Districts  Board,  and  their  condition  of 
misery    is    increased.     It    is    impossible 
for  any  Government  body  to  undo  the 
mischief  that  has  been  done  in  this  way. 
because    when    proprietary     rights   are 


gave  it  an  enhanced  \al:o,  was  sold  to  lone?  set  up  in  these  small  holdings  it 
the  ter.ants  at  £40.200.  although  that  en-  \  will  be  a  matter  of  infinite  complexitj 
ha  need  value  was  paid  for  more  by  the  '  and  great   expense   to  put   them  right. 


tenants  than  by  the  Boanl.  The  Board 
exivr.ded  £3.^x^0  on  improvo:ue!:rs  and  a 
pi^rtiou  of  that  Tuoney  was  paid  by  the 
tor.ar.ts  themselves.     Sv^metiTr.es  it  takes 


two  or  three  years  to 
owr.uions  leoauso  of 
and  di!*Uv/.:y.  The-,  t: 
a  reu:  tv^  the  :er.Ar*t,  bu 
interest  to  :he  Lar.d  Co 
Ixalar.vO  :>  .^'.1  s;vv.t  or.  i 
have  soov.  :v.ys<*': 
N^?:;  *v.;».:o  wr.e: 
: !v.  i"»rv^ v  e *. v.e : v :c>  ■  v. 
ser.:     .^wiiv    %^ 


0;urv 
►1, 


OUT  these 
cov.^p'exity 
;e  Bo.'.ri  ch-^r^res 
:  h.^s  o"'v  :o  p.iy 
:::^;iss:o::  .\:\vi  the 
:v.'.>rove::".o:\:s.     I 


As  I  have  said,  this  is  a  matter  of  vital 
interest  ro  the  taxpayers  of  this  country, 
K^oause  the  operations  of  the  Board  are 
nor  only  laying  a  foundation  for  a  better 
condition  of  things  to  the  people  but  for 
enh:r-icinjr  the  seouritv  of  the  Treasurr 


for  a^ 


Ithe 


te».i>.i  v"*!  th 


::.e:::>e-ve-    :.ie 


T/,k 

WAS 

V  ... 


--.*  IV 


-  K>:a::.- 


:-.o  .A;\>e 


:noney  spent  on  land  purchase 
:y.  Ireland.  I  said  just  now  that  it  is  not 
by  iViimtio::  or  enlarging  holdings  alone 
:h.^:  this  Bo.ird  has  done  good  work. 
I  sho.:Ai  like  h.^n.  Members  to  see  for 
ch^v.ze  that  has  been 
u  parts  of  the  country 
ly  .ir.iiv.Ai:?.  ^y  r.\iis.  and  by  other 
:::.yr-^ve":e:.:-  -^h::"-  the  Board  has  en- 
.  .^ v.T.i^e.i.  I  r'?:v.t^:-':«er  the  right  hon.  Me n- 
'  ?r  ::r  D.^vor  >:»  i:  :  that  it  appeared 
:  :.::..  ..s  ::  s,^::.-?  .i".:r-T  system  of  village 
■.v.l  ::.:.:>?  hi.l  r-orrii*!  in  the  west  of 
I?:!..:..:  a:.  I  r.A.i  >r:  it  undereloped. 
y..  ::.:,:  is  :.-"^:  s.,\  Tliese  an  tfcd 
ye.y.v  -.v'r.^  v,-*r*  drill  i  cC  Aa  good 
.r...>   ::  I:- ".;»:. i  r.oi 
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ithin  the  last  hundred  years  some  hnn- 
eds  of*  them  wandered  from  Armagh 
d  Monaghan  down  into  the  wilds  of 
siyo  and  Galwaj.  They  were  driven 
I  their  good  lands  and  settled  on  the 
>g3  and  morasses  of  Mayo  and  Galway 
:e  wild  animals.  There  you  have  the 
al  secret  of  cattle-driving.  It  was 
en  not  so  much  cattle-driving  as  man 
id  woman  driving.  That  is  the  modem 
3ult  of  the  evil  law  which  was  forced 
K)n  our  country  by  this  House  and  by 
ccessive  Governments,  and  therefore 
ere    is    a    greater    moral    obligation 

the    House   to   deal    with    it   now. 

the  first  place,  I  know  many  villages 
xere  there  are  no  means  of  access  to  the 
rms.  These  people  have  settled  down 
glected  in  the  wilderness  and  waste 
aces  and  erected  miserable  hovels.  At 
st  they  paid  no  rent.  The  landlord 
ver  troubled  to  see  to  their 
ovements  or  to  regulate  their 
ttlements  or  to  make  roads  or 
•proaches  to  their  farms,  but  he 
[lowed  them  for  the  rent  when  their 
rms  became  valuable.  I  can  shovv  you 
Uages  to-day  near  where  I  live,  where 
e  poverty  of  the  people  is  enormously 
creased  by  the  fact  that  they  can- 
»t  get  to  the  public  roads  except 
'  donkeys.  The  mere  work  of  road- 
iking  alone  is  immeasurably  important 
.  some  of  these  estates.  I  have  heard 
ople  sneer  at  road-making,  but  if  you 
e  in  the  county  of  Mayo  you  will  not 
eer  at  it.  I  was  shown  a  beautiful 
ad  on  the  De  Freyne  estate,  and  the 
in  who  showed  it  to  me  said  that  he- 
re it  was  made  he  had  frequently  seen 
ople  on  their  donkeys  which  were  sunk 
their  bellies.  How  could  agriculture 
carried  on  under  such  circumstances  ? 
vnow  of  villages  in  which  murders  have 
en  committed  in  consequence  of  these 
ifortimate  villagers  only  being  able  to 
proach  a  road  by  passing  over  the 
xd  of  their  noighbours,  and  there  is  no 
>re  futile  subject  of  dispute  than  such 
?ondition  of  affairs  as  that.  The  mak- 
5  of  a  road  in  one  of  these  villages  is 
act  which  immensely,  nay,  inimeasur- 
ly  increases  the  value  of  the  hold- 
5.  Take  a  case  which  came  under  my 
tice,  in  which  there  are  about  200  acres 
rich  deep  bog  on  the  estate,  but  it  was 
BolutAy  valueless,  because  the  people 
dd  not  get  near  it,   the   ground  all 


round  it  being  a  swamp.  There  was  no 
road  and  the  only  ways  with  which  the 
people  could  get  to  it  was  by  almost  un- 
passable  paths  across  fields  and  ditches* 
Now  the  Board  have  run  a  road  up  to 
the  bog  and  the  people  are  making  more 
money  out  of  it  by  turf  cutting  than  they 
are  out  of  their  holdings,  and  as  they 
cut  the  turf,  they  can  reclaim  the  land. 
It  is  only  when  you  live  among  these 
people  that  you  understand  the  many 
ways  in  which  by  improvements  the 
Board  can  greatly  add  to  their  means  of 
maintaining  life,  even  where  grazing  land 
is  not  available.  I  would  say  to  the 
House  that  you  must  remember  that  this 
Board  has  to  deal  with  a  population  the 
most  neglected  in  the  United  Kingdom, 
a  population  who  have  had  none  of  the 
ordinary  work  done  for  them  that  is  done 
for  the  tenants  in  every  other  part  of 
the  United  Kingdom.  The  landlords,  or 
some  of  them  in  this  country,  and  so  far 
as  I  know,  throughout  Great  Britain,  do 
endeavour  to  help  in  some  way  to  im- 
prove the  tenancies  in  matters  of  public 
roads  and  in  making  the  holdings  habit- 
able. That  is  not  the  case  in  Ireland, 
particularly  in  these  poor  districts,  and 
this  Board  has  to  overtake  the  arrears 
of  two  centuries,  so  that  I  do  not  think 
the  demands  made  upon  it  are  excessive. 
I  will  read  a  short  extract  from  one  of 
the  last  Reports    of  the  Board — 

"  In  our  reports  for  the  years  1904-6  aud 
1905-6,  we  stated  that  further  funds  were 
required  to  enable  us  to  continue  the  purchase 
and  improvement  of  estates  on  a  satisfactory 
scale  and  the  appointment  on  20th  July,  1906,. 
of  a  Royal  Commission  to  inquire  into  the 
operation''  of  the  Act  dealing  with  congestion, 
the  working  of  our  Board  and  other  matters 
connected  with  the  relief  of  congestion,  too^ 
indirectly  had  the  eflfect  of  partially  suspending 
this  branch  of  our  work,  as  the  consideration 
by  Government  of  our  application  for  increased 
funds  was  thereby  postponed.  The  purchases 
we  have  agreed  upon  in  each  of  the  thre» 
past  financial  years  show  the  fpr^at  decrease 
which  has  taken  place  for  the  reasons  stated, 
the  figures  being  :  Estates  purchased  in  1904-5, 
£649,544  ;  1905-6.  £346,706  ;  1906-7,  £108,861.'* 

Now,  mark  you,  for  the  year  1904-5^ 
after  the  passing  of  the  Act  of  1903, 
there  v/as  an  immense  increase  in  the 
operations  of  the  Board,  but  the  moment 
the  extra  charge  has  been  put  on  the 
Treosury  they  commence  a  system  of 
intimidation  or  letter- writing  to  the 
Board,  ordering  them  in  effect  to  stop 
operations,  with  the  result  that  whereaa 
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it  wttH  £C49,0()0  in  1904-5  last  year  it  '  set  aside  these  repeated  recommeidt 
rttrn«  down  to  £108,000.  The  Report  tions.  Not  only  that,  not  only  do  tt 
^ocM  on  to  state,  after  saying  that  a  say :  "  You  shall  not  have  the  moner" 
further  sum  of  money  would  l»e  needed  but  they  say :  "  You  must  stop  yw 
if     they     were     to     make     reasonable    work  on  the  estates  with  which  you  in 


proi^roHS — 

"  Till'  cli'I/iy  ill  i1h^  HH-ovcry  of  the-  proceed injrs 
of  ri'Hiili'  of  th"  oUI«T  eMi'itfs  above  referred 
io  \\\\i\  flic  I'ffcct  of  corwi^'Tiihly reducing  the 
Niiin  MVJiilahle  in  \\w  \ms\,  yi".\x  for  the  improve- 
MH'iil  of  eHlaieM,  iind  only  £7<i.(MM)  could  be 
ox|M'nih'd.  out  of  the  £IO«.(HH»  estimated  for  the 
year.  'I'll/*  re(MM|»t  of  the  pro('<'eds  of  resale  of 
fheMc  (*KtatrH  in  t!i<*  current  year  will,  however, 
enable  un  to  provide  £1(MMMM»  for  improve- 
inentH.  poMtnonini;  to  a  ftitun'  year  the  ex- 
|»enditure  •)f  al»o»it  £40,(MM)  recjuired  to  eom- 
pleti»  the  prepanition  of  11.')  <'states  for  sale 
to  the  tf'nantM.  and  we  cjin  at  present  make  no 
proviHion  ft)r  the  ini|)rov«Mnrnt  of  twenty-two 
other  I'Ht'ites  more  recently  piirchaned." 

That,  1  think,  is  an  extraordinary  con- 
dititMi  K\\  thinpa  and  what  renders  it 
still  more  extraordinary  is  that  the 
necessity  for  further  funds  was  broufijht 
np  in  two  pn»vious  Reports.  I  take  that 
for  l9()5-r>— 

"  Having  n»k';»rd  to  the  lov«*  which  must 
Ih»  incurn^tl  in  etTectina  ju\y  radical  improve- 
ment in  the  pot>r  tenanted  properties  we  pur- 
eha!»e,  our  pr«*a»^nt  funds,  after  ]^roviding  for  the 
ttvss  on  estates  arrantftnl  to  Ih»  purch'^sed.  would 
not  in  the  fut\>n»  enable  u>  to  nuHM  the  loss 
Ihrtt  would  be  inovi!able  to  the  ]^n.^}viration 
for  salr  of  more  th;i!\  £UO.tU'0  worth  of  piojx'rty 
in  eaoh  year.  The  limitation  of  the  Hiwrd'*^ 
oi^errt tions  to  the  annual  ruroha<e  of  estates 
or  the\alr.e  of  not  more  than  illO.iHX^  will  prv^ 
lone  JUvlotinitelv  rt^lief  of  ronce^tion  and  will 
prx^Tviblv  er>tvturtlly  frnsti.ite  i:.  The  Boani 
>»ould  ti«xl  in  suoh  •%  limit i;ion  a  uux<i  injurious 
rt^tri/iion  oe  their  u>vtuln;^s.'* 

This  Ko^Hm  that  1  have  just  read 
WA*  siiir.od  by  Mr.  J.-imos  Bryoo,  the 
ihev.  Ooverr.or  of  lrt*l;ir,d.  Sir  Antony 
MwuM.rol".  ;»i>i  by  Mr.  Arthur  Jarne? 
R-i-!o;;r  tho  yri\<or.t  l.o,^doT  of  the 
Opiy^svov..  Vv.^i  :ho  'a>:  Koivrt  which 
aUo  xaV.«n\  tor  oxtrA  '"Vvi^  wsii  sijr.ed 
bv  Mr.  Vr.cvsv.r.  ^  lvTr:'V..  S:t  Ar.tor.v 
M  .',;o-vo:  A-.^  Mr.  Arrhur  JAi^^e<  Bai- 
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already    dealing."     In    the    whole  fc 
tory   of   civilised    government  there  i 
no  such  farce  as  that.     We  have  bw 
led  to  suppose  that  there  is  a  GovenunE 
and  that  it  is  responsible  to  this  Hoi». 
but  here  we  have    a   docume  t   sayific 
that  these  things  are  vital  and  thenvi 
learn  from  other  sources  that  the  Ti» 
sury  intervenes  and  puts  a  veto  on  tk 
action   of  the   Gfovemment    of  Iielttd 
itself,    end    says:      **No,     the  QoTen- 
ment  will  not  find  the  money  neceflsarr 
for  carrying  on  the  work  which  muat  fe 
done  before  the  estates  are  sold."    ThcR 
is  another  feature  of  this  matter,  evn. 
if   possible,    still   more    aggravating.  I 
have  said  that  the  situation  in  the  West 
of  Ireland  is  very  strained,     go  it  ii 
but  I  think  the  good  faith  and  honour  of 
i  the    Grovernment    is    at    stake    in  tliis 
matter,    because    at   present    there  are 
seven   estates,    certainly    a    number  oi 
I  estates,  which  the  landlords  have  con- 
sented to  sell.     The  tenants  are  willing 
to    buy,    and    the    Congested    Districts 
Board  have  agreed  to  buy,   whereupon 
naturally    the    payment    of    rent    has 
stopped,  part  of  the  bargain  being  thit 
the    arrears    which    were    very    heavy 
should  be  written  off,  and  one  year's  rent 
added  to  the  purchase   money  in  lien 
of  them.    The  estates  are  here.     They 
are  the  O^Donnel  estate,  the  Knox  estate, 
the  Power  (Cloonmore)  estate,  the  Be^y 
estate,    the    Blosse    Lynch    estate,   tlie 
MoDermott  estate,  all  in  County  Mayo, 
and  the  \[aberley  estate  in  Roscommon. 
The  Blosse  Lvrch  estate  is  over  l&OOO 
Aoi>i»s  ir.  extei.t.  ar.d  is,  as  all  these  estates 
An?.   TvAnivuIar'y   suitable   for   the   pur- 
iv>*es  of  The  BoAr^i.     Or.  the  estates  the 
e  .^fT>ped  to   4^11.  and  the 
uy,    ar.    irspector    of   the 
V*  viv^wr  or.  the  demand  of 
ir.d   tyrants   alike.     But 
As"*wv.    ii:    ir.s|w^-tor   and 
ruv,    Tr.^    trars&otion     is 
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o:  an  in- 


Ti't^r.   ry  tbe  pwople  as  a 

T>.f    Iv\iri    swLt    down   a 

V  ii       "  W<^    iav*   to   more 

^-i    "c."    rxNj    Hiy.*"    The 

-Y   Tr.xf»*.y*i  JLfair^sx   bv  the 
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.  landlords,  not  only  for  the  rent  for  the 

'current  year,  but  for  all  the  arrears.     Is 

'*  it  any  wonder  that  we  hear  that  cattle- 

'^  drives  are  being  organised,  and  the  whole 

*  place  is  in  trouble  ?    Besides  these  par- 

*  ticular  estates  there  are  several  others 

*  offered  to  the  Board,  but  they  have  not 

*  agreed  to  buy,  and  in  these  cases  if  they 

*  are  not  bought  there  will  be  a  distinct 
^    breach  of  faith  on  the  part  of  the  (Jovern- 

*  ment.      With  what  face  can  the  Govern- 
■     ment  send  police  to  carry  out  collections 

of  rent  or  evict  these  people  1  I  say 
the  Government  is  in  honour  bound  to 
buy  these  properties,  and  as  I  hold, 
to  buy  others.  As  regards  these  seven  at 
all  events  and  others  in  the  County  of 
Kerry,  of  which  my  hon.  friend  will  speak, 
they  are  bound  in  honour  to  buy,  as  they 
have  taken  action  which  is  accepted  by 
the  people  as  a  pledge  that  they  will  buy. 
It  is  impossible  for  the  Gi^vernment 
to  take  this  attitude  in  dealing  with  the 
people  of  Ireland,  that  the  Government 
is  not  one  whole  in  this  matter.  The 
Government  cannot  go  to  the  people  of 
Ireland  and  say  :  "  I,  the  Irish  Secretary, 
would  like  to  buy  these  estates,  but  the 
Treasury  will  not  allow  me  to  buy." 
The  Government  is  a  united  whole,  and 
they  are  responsible,  as  a  Government, 
for  the  whole  of  the  government 
of  Ireland,  and  if  they  say  this, 
the  Irish  people  may  say :  "  What 
amount  of  pressure  do  you  require 
to  be  brought  upon  the  Treasury." 
I  take  a  neighbourhood  well  known  to 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman — the  Maberley 
estate  in  the  south  of  Ireland.  In  that 
parish  there  are  about  6,000  acres  of 
grazing  land  untenanted  and  waste 
land,  and  there  are  several  hundreds  of 
small  holders  on  the  borders  of  the 
lands.  On  the  Maberley  estate,  one 
farmer  has  830  acres  held  from  year  to 
year  on  the  English  system.  He  is  only 
four  years  in  possession,  and  has  many 
farms  elsewhere.  There  are  400  families 
in  the  parish,  300  of  whom  have  little 
holdings  of  under  £10  valuation,  and  there 
is  this  ranch  of  830  acres  at  their  very 
door,  offered  to  the  Government,  covered 
by  the  cattle  of  a  grazer,  and  yet  the 
Government  will  not  buy,  and  we  do 
not  know  when  the  Government  will 
be  allowed  to  buy.  Is  that  a  condition 
for   things   that   can   continue  ?     What 


right  have  you  to  turn  on  these  un- 
fortunate people  and  blame  them,  after 
you  have  treated  them  in  that  way? 
You  have  allowed  the  express  desires 
of  the  Government  to  be  set  aside  by  the 
Treasury.  That  is  the  situation,  and  I 
want  to  know  what  the  Government 
propose  to  do.  We  are  promised  a 
Report  from  the  Dudley  Commission, 
and  I  gratefully  acknowledge  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  has  undertaken 
in  the  King's  Speech  to  introduce  a 
Bill  granting  compulsory  purchase  to 
get  these  grazing  lands.  Would  it  not 
be  a  good  beginning  to  take  those  that 
are  offered  to  you?  Might  not  this 
argument  be  used  against  the  Govern- 
ment when  they  bring  in  their  com- 
pulsory Bill  — "  Why  did  not  you 
buy  the  land  offered  to  you."  Besides 
that,  it  is  all  very  well  to  say  we  are 
going  to  have  compulsory  powers;  but 
will  the  Lords  pass  it?  We  have  had 
experience  of  that.  We  want  to  know 
what  is  going  to  be  done  now  by  action 
which  is  entirely  within  the  competence 
of  this  House,  and  without  having 
recourse  to  the  House  of  Lords.  Why 
not  do  it  by  administration  pending 
legislation  ?  Then  you  will  be  able 
to  say  that  you  are  doing  your  best 
pending  legislation.  Therefore,  what  I 
would  propose  is  that  the  Government 
should  without  delay  bring  in  if  necessary 
a  supplementary  estimate  which  would 
carry  us  on  for  three  or  four  months — 
that  is  a  very  modest  demand — until  wo 
see  the  Dudley  Report  and  so  know  what 
the  prospects  are.  Send  over  to  the 
Congested  Districts  Board  to  buy  these 
estates  at  once.  Give  the  people  an 
assurance  that  at  least  in  the  near  future 
something  will  be  done  to  relieve  their 
condition.  That  would  carry  us  over 
the  present  crisis  at  all  events.  Set  free 
the  hands  of  the  Board  and  allow  them 
to  buy  all  the  estates  offered  to  them 
at  a  fair  price.  Then  let  the  future 
take  care  of  itself.  I  am  told  that  the 
Board  estimate  that  it  would  cost 
about  £130,000  to  buy  all  the  estates  now 
offered  them  and  to  do  the  necessary  work. 
A  portion  of  that  £130,000  would  be 
supplied  by  loan  and  a  portion  of 
it  by  the  rents  collected  on  the  estates. 
But  put  it  down  at  £100,000  necessary 
from  the  public  grant.     They  have  only 


615 


Supply 


{COMMONS} 


Report. 


615 


£11,000    or   £12,000    of    the    pennanei\t 
revenue    available.     Unless    some    addi- 
tional money  is  granted  within  six  weeks 
■or  two  months,  the  Board  will  be  obliged 
to  dismiss   the  whole   of   its   labourers, 
numbering  now   3,000  men.     That  will 
cause  considerable  poverty  and  distress. 
Lot  us  at  least  decide  to  give  the  Board 
a  free  hand  to  purchase,  and  avoid  a  very 
serious  consequence,  which  I  am  afraid 
will     othennse     follow.     That     is     my 
suggestion.     One  word  on  the  question 
of   parish   grants.     These   are   given    to 
encourage  people  to  make  improvements 
in  their  holdings  and  especially  in  their 
dwellings.     The  system  was  started  four 
years  ago  and  is  a  verv  creditable  one. 
i  think    it  was  started  while  the  right 
lion.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Dover 
was  in  power.     It  was  started  in  a  few 
districts,  and  has  now  spread  over  the 
country.     These  parish  grants  were  given 
in   this  way.     There  are   representative 
committees,  including  clerg\Tnen  of   all 
denominations  and   public   men   of   the 
parish.     They  consider  applications  for 
works  of  improvement   in   the   way  of 
building  houses,  putting  down  concrete 
floors  in  the  houses  in  place  of  earthem 
floors,   putthig  in   larger  windows,   and 
adding    rooms.       I    have     never     seen 
so  great  a  transformation    i:i    the  face 
of   the    country    as   these    grants    have 
brought  about.     I  do  not  know  of  any 
system    ever    introduced    into    Ireland : 
that  produced  more  self-help  than  these  | 
parish   grants.     ^Vhon    the    system    was  j 
started  most  of  the  houses  in  the  district  i 
I  am  sj^eaking   of    had  cattle  and  pig- 
in  their  houses.     They  have  been  oleareil  ; 
out.     The    houses    have     been     gre;itly  " 
i unproved,    aiui  now   oi:o   of  the   thiiiiis 
the     Irish     Govon\mo:it     is     ir.tore^tir.ii 
itsolf   in    is   a    war   aiiairisr    tubori.  miosis 
a!.d  vor.su  mini  on.     What  co:.ul  Iv  !i:oro 
Kv.elii'or.t     thar.    iiivir.ii    o:u'our,»jo:v.er.t 
to    these    |VH>r    people  ?     The    eirrherr. 
floor>  whith  wore  in  a  coy.tiir.ial  oor..lit:o!: 
of  klampi.oss  have,  from  the  example  sot 
by   the    Boanl,    ir.  mav.y   dis triors  beer. 
wpla-.W  by  cor.kTOTo    iloors    av.d    r.^i^ed 
thrtv   ir. oV.es   alwo   tViO    s-.;::.^.'?   of   :V.o 
"-v    «^^'.   v..»<  v.:  I  :*:.•>  .iv:^*.o  o-^-.v: 
■»  '".%-*^»  .?-\-    i*-  '   'v*-*.-*  — '\- 
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of   tuberculosis    and    its    spreid  in  tV  p 
West  of  Ireland  is  the  shocking  vcTitihti  c    | 
of  the  hou803,  and  the  insertion  of  hra: 
windows    by    those      pirish    commit:*;: 
would   have    a    very    substanti^il  eie^' 
in  lessening  the  disease.     Yet  the  Boiri 
havo  issued  a  statement  that  thev  a** 
obliged  to  withdraw   their    parish  cfti- 
mittee  grants  this  year   in   conseqc?-!!:^ 
of  the  action  of  the  Treasury.     I  appei 
to    the    right   hon.    Gentleman   in  lb 
matter.    I    assure    him    the    withdraxi; 
of  these  grants  will  create  the  ffreren 
possible    discontent    and    dissatisfact;.-. 
in  Ireland.     I  appeal  to  him  in  face  of  th* 
statements    made      in      these      Rcjwri 
signed  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  him- 
self, bv  Mr.  Bryce,  and  by  the  Leader  of  tk 
Opposition,  that  it  would  be  a  cruel  thb: 
that  for  the  sake  of  £11,000  the  Britis: 
Treasury    should    intervene     and    stoo 
these    improvements    which     have    un- 
doubtedly been  a  most  fruitful  source  n{ 
improvement  in  Ireland.     These  peopl** 
have  been  content  to  live  for  a  long  time 
under    conditions    which     were     simple 
horrible  and  their  places  have  been  mad? 
the    show    places    of    misery    to    everr 
executive    Minister   who    came    to    Ivi* 
land.      Every   Chief  Secretary  is  taken 
down     roimd     Belmullet     to      see    the 
miserable    conditions    of    these    people. 
It  is,  they  think,  extraordinary  for  this 
Government  to  stop  the   work  of  the 
Board,  which   is    the    only    body   now 
operating  in   the   West   of    Ireland  on 
these  great  questions  of  making  holdings 
economic  and  of  improving  the  housing 
accommodation  of  the  people.     I  might 
point  out  to  hon.  Members  what  is  the 
condition   of   some   of    those    holdinijs, 
and  how  absurd  it  is  to  apply  relief 
without  some  authority  which  can  take 
the  estate  as  a  whole'.    I  have  in  mv 
hands  the  particulars  of  an  estate  which 
has  been  sold  to  the  Congested  Districts 
Board  within  the  last  few  months.    It 
is  in  my  own  constituency.     One  of  the 
holdings  consists  of  5  acies,  3  roods  and 
5  perches,  the  total  valuation  of  which 
is  £1   12s.  9d. :     it  is  in  seventv-three 
dili-?ro::t  di\-i5ions,  a  few  of  which  exceed 
the  v.,:ue  of  2d.  a  year  and  some  are  of 
the   vV.iie   of    Id.  a    year.     That   holds 
zooi  v>f  TWO  other  cases,  where,  in  spite 
of  a  fair  rent  nied.  there  are  seventv- 
thret    di\-:>ior.5  valued  at  from   6d.  to 
Id.     There  i>  another  case  of  8  acres,  the 
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total  value  of  which  is  £1  58. ;  there  are 
sixty  divisions,  of  which  twenty  are 
valued  at  6d.  and  several  more  at  Id. 
How  can  you  deal  with  estates  in  that 
condition  without  having  a  board  such 
as  the  Congested  Districts  Board  1  On 
these  grounds  I  make  a  most  earnest 
appeal  to  the  right  hon.  Grentleman. 
His  policy  is  to  apply  a  radical  remedy, 
appljring  it,  as  was  understood  and 
promised  under  the  Act  of  1903,  not 
merely  piecemeal,  but  on  a  generous 
scale  in  the  congested  districts  of  the 
West  of  Ireland.  That  was  part  of  the 
policy  of  the  Act  of  1903.  Specific 
improvements  were  made  in  regard  to 
purchase  and  in  the  two  years  which  fol- 
lowed the  passing  of  the  Act  the  purchases 
made  by  the  Board  led  the  people  to 
believe  that  some  attempt  was  going 
to  be  made  to  carry  it  out.  What  are 
the  Irish  people  to  think  if  on  the  acces- 
sion of  the  Liberal  Party  to  office  this 
work  is  to  be  stopped  and  that  they  then 
come  down  to  this  House  and  ask  us 
to  pass — as  I  trust  and  hope  we  shiU 
pass — a  compulsory  Bill,  when  at  this 
moment  they  are  in  a  position  to  provide 
twenty  estates  without  compulsion,  if 
only  the  Treasury  did  not  block  the 
way  ?     I  beg  to  move. 

Mr.  THOMAS  0*DONNELL  (Kerry, 
W.)  in  seconding  the  Amendment,  said 
they  who  lived  in  the  West  of  Ireland 
knew  that  the  condition  of  the  people 
there  had  not  been  overdrawn ;  on  the 
contrary,  it  was  impossible  to  overstate 
the  condition  of  misery  in  which  some 
of  the  people  of  the  western  districts 
were  living.  The  Congested  Districts 
Board  was  established  in  1891,  primarily 
to  deal  with  these  districts  and  to  do  some- 
thing to  lessen  the  misery  and  to  brighten 
the  homes  of  those  who  lived  in  them. 
For  a  number  of  years,  it  was  true,  those 
operations  were  limited  to  the  fishing 
industry  and  other  matters,  and  it  was 
not  until  1899  that  the  Board  devoted 
a  considerable  share  of  its  attention  to 
the  purchase  of  estates  for  the  relief  of 
the  congested  districts.  He  foimd  in 
the  answer  to  a  Question  which  he  had 
put  to  the  Chief  Secretary  that  day, 
an  account  of  the  work  done  in  the  way 
of  purchase  and  improvement  of  estates 
before  and  after  the  passage  of  the  Act 
of  1903.     The  amount  of  land  purchased 


before  the  passage  of  the  Act  was  ex- 
tremely small.  In  the  whole  of  Ireland 
it  was  put  at  over  half  a  million,  and  the 
improvements  effected  on  the  land  thus 
purchased — improvements  effected  not 
from  Government  sources  but  with  the 
rents  paid  by  the  tenants  themselves — 
amounted  to  £181,000.  This  sum  must 
have  considerably  improved  the  condi- 
tion of  the  holdings  comprised  in  the 
half  million.  But  since  1903  it  was  true 
thpt  some  progress  had  been  made. 
More  estates  had  been  purchased.  They 
desired,  however,  that  this  question 
should  be  deplt  with  quickly  and  im- 
mediately. They  felt  that  the  progress 
was  imhappily  too  slow,  and  they  were 
anxious  that  there  should  be  greater 
speed  on  the  part  of  the  Government  in 
dealing  with  the  subject.  Since  the 
passage  of  the  Act  of  1903  land  had  been 
purchased  to  the  amount  of  about  a 
million  and  a  half,  and  he  thought  that 
over  a  quarter  of  e  million  had  been  ex- 
pended in  improvements.  At  the  pre- 
sent moment  there  were  large  tracts  of 
land  which  could  be  used  for  the  purpose 
of  relieving  congestion.  But  he  wished 
to  deal  not  so  much  with  congestion  in 
the  West  as  in  the  South-west  of  Ireland, 
The  amoimt  of  land  purchased  in 
County  Kerry  before  the  Act  of  1903  was 
only  £3,893,  and  the  amount  spent  on 
improvements  was  £161.  After  the  pass- 
age of  the  Act  £143,000  had  been  spent 
in  the  purchase  of  land,  and  under 
£20,000  had  been  spent  on  improving  the 
land.  Taking  these  figures  before  and 
after  the  passage  of  the  Act,  he  would 
suggest  to  the  Chief  Secretary,  when  he 
explained  the  condition  of  things  in 
Kerry,  that  these  figures  would  be  found 
entirely  unsatisfactory,  and  he  could  not 
be  surprised  if  in  Kerry  they  were 
at  present  thoroughly  dissatisfied  with 
what  the  Congested  Districts  Board 
or  the  Government  or  the  Treasury  had 
done  for  them.  The  congestion  in  Mayo 
had  been  described  by  the  hon.  Member 
for  East  Mayo,  bat  the  House  might  be 
satisfied  that  they  could  be  engaged  in 
no  better  work  than  that  of  doing  some- 
thing to  ameliorate  the  condition  of  the 
people  who  had  to  live  under  cirvnimstances 
such  as  his  hon.   friend  had  described. 

I  The  conditions  in  Kerry  might  not  be 
exactly   as   bad   as   in   Mayo,    but   they 

I  were   very  nearly  as   bad.     The  estates 
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in  that  county  about  which  they  were 
most  auxious  at  the  present  time  were 
the  Ventry  estates,  •!  which  he  would 
take  one  part,  situate  near  the  town 
in  which  he  lived.  There  were  ninety- 
five  holdings  on  this  particular  town  land, 
with  a  population  of  473.  The  valuation 
of  those  ninety-five  holdings  reached 
the  grand  total  of  £69.  Ninety-five 
families,  numbering  nearly  500  people, 
had  to  live  in  houses  of  a  total  valuation 
of  less  than  £70 ;  in  other  words,  the 
valuation  per  head  of  the  population 
content  to  live  in  these  districts  was 
under  3s.  One  could  imagine  the 
condition  of  the  houses  in  which  the 
people  lived ;  one  could  imagine  the 
annual  budget  of  these  families,  and 
wonder  how  it  was  that  they  were  able 
to  keep  body  and  soul  together  in  such 
poverty.  But  those  he  mentioned  were 
a  tithe  of  the  class  of  holdings  scattered 
over  the  Ventry  estates.  Practically 
half  County  Kerry  was  congested, 
and  the  average  valuation  in  the  con- 
gested districts  must  be  under  30s.  per 
head.  What  was  the  class  of  house  in 
which  these  people  had  to  live  ?  The 
Census  of  1901,  he  was  sorry  to  say, 
disclosed  a  condition  of  things  which  was 


Board  had  some  excuse  for  not  dealing 
with  congestion  in  tliat  county  on  tbe 
same  large  scale  as  in  the  west  of  Ireland. 
Congestion  did  exist  and  some  e&>n 
should  be  made  to  relieve  it.  They 
could  not  relieve  it  as  Mayo  could,  but 
there  were  other  ways  of  relieving  con- 
gestion besides  the  taking  of  the  people 
in  large  batches  and  planting  them  on 
new  virgin  soil.  They  might  not  be  so 
effective,  but  still  they  were  very  useful 
In  Denmark  half  the  holdings  were  under 
7  acres  of  land.  Seven  acres  of  the  best 
land  in  Ireland  would  be  considered  an 
uneconomic  holding.  It  would  be  asked 
how  it  was  that  in  Denmark  men  were 
able  to  live,  he  would  not  say  luxuri- 
ously, but  stiU  in  decent  homes,  wita 
fairly  comfortable  surroundings  and  witk 
enough  to  live  on,  and  were  not  able  to 
do  it  in  Ireland.  There  were  many 
reasons  for  that.  By  means  of  better 
systems  of  agriculture  which  could  be 
imported  only  by  such  a  board  as  the 
Congested  Districts  Board  coming  in  and 
taking  a  deep  interest  in  the  people  and 
showing  that  they  were  anxious  to  im- 
prove them,  land  could  be  drained,  fenced 
and  improved,  roads  coidd  be  made, 
fisheries  could  be  assisted   and  various 


not    equalled   even    in    Mayo.     Despite  ,  other  things  could  be  done,  which  would 


all  they  had  done  in  Kerry  under  the 
Labourers  Acts — and  they  had  done  a 
great  deal,  in  some  cases  taxing  them- 
selves at  Is.  in  the  £,  the  maximum 
which  the  law  allowed — the  fact  re- 
mained that  his  native  county  was 
the  worst  housed  part  of  Ireland. 
Undoubtedly  it  was  true  that  one  of  the  | 
great  sources  of  tuberculosis  in  Ireland 
was  the  existence  of  insanitary,  small, 
and  miserable  dwellings.  Kerry  had  a 
population  of  only  170,000,  for  in  the 
last  fifty  years  the  emigration  from  that 
comity    luid    been     over    250,000,     the 


have  the  effect  of  improving  the  condi- 
tions under  which  these  small  holdeis 
lived;  and  if  they  did  not  make 
them  as  well  off  as  the  tenant  of  Mayo, 
who  could  get  twenty  to  twenty-five 
acres  of  land,  they  would  certainly 
wonderfully  improve  their  condition. 
He  now  came  to  the  estate  of  which 
he  wished  more  particularly  to  apeak 
—  the  Ventry  estate.  It  was  a 
very  large  estate  with  a  rental  some- 
where between  £20,000  and  £30,000 
per  anmmi.  It  was  situated  in  the 
district  that  he  had  described  with  veiy 
best  brain  and  muscle  of  the  population   small  holdings,  bad  houses,  and  every- 


going  abroad  to  increase  the  wealth  and 
produce  of  other  nations.  Anything 
that  was  done  to  remedy  that  condition 
of  things  would  be  a  Wuetit  to  the 
comitrv  as  a  whole.  Something  should 
W  done  to  stop  this  national  loss  oatiseti 
by  the  oniiirration  of  the  yotmg  men 
and  women  from  Ireland.  It  had 
been  said  that  in  Kerry  they  had 
very  little  untenanted  land  for  the  relief 
of  oouiiostion,  and  that,  therefore,  the 
Mr  Thomas  tyihnneiL 


thing  else  of  that  class.  Ever  since  the 
passage  of  the  Act  of  1903  he  had  done 
everytiiing  in  his  power  to  induce  the 
landlord  to  sell  that  estate  to  the  Con- 
gested Districts  Board,  and  for  years  it 
was  absolutely  useless.  He  was  refused 
point  blank  until  finally  on  some  con- 
sideration— he  did  not  know  what 
it  was — the  landlord  said  he  would 
soil.  The  tenants  were  delighted.  They 
thought  that  at  last  the  way  was  open 
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for  improving  their  condition  and  bright- 
ening their  lot.  Satisfactory  agreements 
were  entered  into  between  landlord 
and  tenant.  The  landlord  said  he  was 
satisfied  to  leave  the  price  to  be  fixed  by 
the  Board  itself,  and  as  to  the  question 
of  arrears,  which  were  very  large,  he 
should  say  averaging  about  five  years 
and  in  many  cases  going  up  to  fifteen, 
with  the  small  tenants  he  actually 
accepted  half  a  year  and  with  the  larger 
tenants  he  accepted  a  year  in  full  dis- 
charge. Those  were  the  terms  which 
were  sent  up  last  August  to  the  Con- 
gested Districts  Board.  In  the  following 
November  they  received  this  letter  in 
reply — 

"  Sir — I  am  directed  by  the  Congested  Dis- 
tricts Board  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
letter  of  16th  inst.,  and  to  state  that  at  their 
last  meeting  they  authorised  the  opening  of 
negotiations  with  Lord  Ventry  for  the  purchase 
of  his  estate,  but  they  are  not  yet  in  a  position 
to  say  whether  they  will  be  able  to  come  to 
terms." 

— terms,  of  course,  being  the  price 
arranged  between  landlord  and  tenant — 

"  Some  time  must  necessarily  elapse  before 
a  decision  is  arrived  at,  as  the  case  has  only 
just  been  taken  up.'* 

The  tenants  on  the  receipt  of  that  letter 
came  to  the  conclusion  that  he  thought 
the  House  would  come  to,  that  there 
seemed  at  that  time  to  be  no  barrier  to 
the  completion  of  the  sale  except  possibly 
that  the  Board  and  the  landlord  might 
not  agree  as  to  the  price.  They  heard 
nothing  further  as  to  whether  the  Board 
would  buy  until  15th  January,  six  months 
after  the  bargain  was  finally  completed 
between  the  landlord  and  the  tenants, 
when  they  received  a  letter  informing 
them  that,  owing  to  insufficiency  of  funds, 
they  were  unable  to  proceed  with 
the  purchase  of  the  estate.  The 
House  could  imagine  the  dismay 
with  which  this  was  received  by  the 
tenants !  He  had  some  responsibility 
in  the  matter  and  he  claimed  some 
credit  for  having  been  able  to  bring  about 
the  agreement,  but  when  all  that  was 
completed  and  landlord  and  tenants 
were  satisfied  as  to  the  price  to  be 
paid,  it  looked  extremely  strange  that 
persons  should  step  in  and  be  the 
cau.e,  as  undoubtedly  in  this  case 
theyjjwould  be  the  cause,  of  trouble  and 
confusion  in  the  district,  and  that  the 
solejpersons  to  bring  it  about  were  the 
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(Government  Department  in  Dublin  Castle. 
This  was  a  position  of  things  to  which 
he  would  ask  the  serious  attention  of 
the    Chief    Secretary.     The    right    hon. 
Gentleman    had    received    a    series    of 
letters  and  resolutions  on  the  subject 
and  would  admit  that  there  existed  in 
this  district  a  very  serious  condition  of 
things,   and   that   it   would   be   to   his 
interest,  and  to  the  interest  of  all  who 
were    anxious    for    the    peace   of    the 
coimtry,  to  see  that  something  \^as  done 
to  complete  the  negotiations  that  had 
been   entered  into.     The   landlord  had 
done  his  part,   and  he  had  no  blame 
whatever  for  the  landlord  or  for  Ms  agent, 
who  had  met  them  satisfactorily.     He 
was  only  sorry  that  the  landlord  would 
be  compelled  to  adopt  a  course  for  the 
collection  of  his  rents  which  would  be 
very  unsatisfactory  to  him  and  to  the 
tenants.     What  was  the  position  of  the 
tenants  ?     They    were    poor,    wretched, 
miserable    tenants    of    small    holdings. 
They    thought    last    August    they    had 
finally  parted  with  landlordism  as  such 
and  that  a  new  era  was  opening  for  them, 
that  their  holdings  would  be  improved, 
drained  and  fenced,  that  work  would  be 
given  them  which  would  keep  some   of 
them  at  home  from  the  emigrant  ship, 
and  that  their  houses  would  be  improved. 
Instead  of  that  they  got  as  a  New  Year's 
gift  from  a    Liberal    Grovemment     the 
statement  that  it  was  all  up,  that  they 
were  to  go  back  to  the  old  condition  of 
things  and  to  continue  paying  the  old 
impossible  rent.     The  tenants  had  said 
they  would  never  again  pay   a    penny 
to  the  landlord,  and  the  landlord  natur- 
ally was  compelled  to  resort  to  extremes 
in  order  to  collect  his  rent.     What  was 
the  condition  of  things  that  would  be 
created    a    fortnight    hence,    when    the 
decrees  were  granted  ?    The  district  was 
now  peaceable  and  quiet  and  wanted  to 
be    quiet.     The    right   hon.    Gentleman 
could  not  find  money  for  the  purchase 
of  the  estate,  but  he  would  have  to  find 
money  to  drag  in  battalions  of  police  in 
order  to   execute  these  decrees,  and   it 
would  be  hopeless  and  ruinous  to  both 
tenants    and    landlord.      That    was    a 
condition  of  things  which  he  certainly 
did  not  like  to  face  and  which  he  should 
like    to    see    remedied.     To    show    how 
the    Board   did    its   work,   they  got    a 
letter  on   16th    January    returning   the 
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prcHent  in  a  position  to  proceed  with  the  pur- 
chase of  above  estate.'* 

On  26th  February  the  solicitors  wrote — 

*'  Mr.  Digby  has  called  on  us  and  informed 
us  that  he  read  Mr.  O'Brien's  letter  to  the 
tenants  and  thus  satisfied  them  of  his  good 
faith,  and  that  in  order  to  facilitate  matteis 
they  fixed  a  price  for  the  purchase  of  the  ten- 
anted land,  viz.,  twenty  years  of  the  present 
rents  of  the  holdings  and  for  the  untenanted 
land  such  price  as  your  Board  or  the  Estates 
Commissioners  should  fix.  They  also  agi-eed 
to  his  letting  the  untenanted  lands  for  grazing 
pending  completion  of  the  sale." 

So  far  as  the  landlord  and  the  tenant 
were  concerned  they  are  both  willing  to 
carry  out  the  arrangement  entered  into 
with  the  Congested  Districts  Board, 
but  that  Board  wrote  back  to  say  that  it 
was  impossible  for  them  owing  to  want  of 
money  for  improvements  to  go  on  with 
the  purchase,  and  they  wind  up  by  saying 
this  remarkable  thing  on  27th  February — 

**  The  Board  regret  that  owing  to  the  want 
of  funds  for  improvement  works  th«y  have  had 
to  postpone  the  consideration  of  about  ninety 
estates  offered  to  them  which  they  were  most 
anxious  to  proceed  with." 

My  hon.  friend  the  Member  for  East 
Mayo  used  an  argument  which  I  fancy 
will  be  heard  of  a  good  deal  in  the  future. 
He  asks  with  what  face  can  the  Govern- 
ment come  here  and  ask  for  compulsory 
powers,  on  the  ground  that  it  is  impossible 
to  purchase  without  compulsory  powers, 
when  here  you  have  the  Congested 
Districts  Board  stating  that  there  are 
ninety  estates  offered  without  com- 
pulsion which  they  are  anxious  to  buy, 
and  which  they  cannot  buy,  because  the 
Treasury  has  stopped  the  funds.  The 
position  is  absurd.  I  am  not  asking  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  or  the  Government 
to  provide  money  for  the  purchase  of  all 
these  ninety  estates.  We  are  making  a 
much  more  limited  demand,  namely, 
that  at  any  rate  the  Congested  Districts 
Board  should  be  immediately  put  in 
a  position  to  deal  with  those  estate 
which  have  not  only  been  offered  to 
them,  but  which  they  have  actually 
agreed  to  buy,  in  regard  to  which  the 
landlord  and  tenant  have  agreed  as  to  the 
price,  where  the  farms  have  been  in- 
spected, and  where  everything  has  been 
arranged.  We  are  only  asking  that  in 
those  cases  the  Government  should  see 
that  the  undertaking  given  is  carried  out. 
If  the  Government  persist  in  allowing 
this  breach  of  faith  with  the  landlords 

Mr,  John  Bcdmond, 


on  the  one  hand,  and  the  t«uQ| 
on  the  other,  no  one  can  hftT«  irl 
wonder  if  the  recruit  is  soinl 
trouble  upon  those  estates.  These  |«l 
tenants  have  been  looking  6>rwaidi| 
long  to  the  ending  of  thdr 
with  the  landlord,  they  thought  i 
at  last  they  had  almost 
their  object,  and  in  many  cases  the^l 
actually  agreed  to  very  high  pricvi 
the  purpose  of  ending  the  eztstiogi 
lations  between  landlord  and  toal 
Those  tenants  are  now  to  be  told  tint? 
the  action  of  the  Treasuiy  those  i|i»| 
ments  are  to  be  broken,  and  thej  iRkI 
go  back  to  the  old  condition  of  thivl 
On  the  Ventry  Estate  the  kndlordkl 
behaved  very  well,  and  no  one  can  Uel 
him  if  he  tries  to  recover  his  zenti.  il 
would  be  hard  to  blame  the  landliil 
in  circumstances  like  that^  but  willitDolk| 
equally  difficult  to  blame  the 
if  they  resent  this  breaking  vp  il 
agreements,  enter  into  combuuiits| 
say  that  they  will  not  tolerate  it  I 
and  stand  out  and  refuse  to  pajayl 
rent  at  all  ?  You  will  have  on  te  | 
eight  or  ten  estates  where  i 
have  been  made  and  where  they  are  t»  I 
going  to  be  openly  violated,  opeaicl 
before  you  know  where  yon  irI 
Therefore  I  ask  the  Government  »k\ 
every  hon.  Member  in  this  House,  whoEl 
anxious  to  see  legislation  in  the  fotv! 
on  the  lines  of  the  Report  which  we  lupc 
to  receive  before  Easter,  whether  it  s  1 
not  certain  that  if  this  state  of  things  if 
precipitated  it  wiU  render  the  duoff 
of  passing  such  legislation  ahnoet  in- 
possible.  My  hoiL  friend  the  Hembs 
for  East  Mayo  pointed  out  that  df 
money  which  has  been  stopped  is  reqmivd 
for  the  improvement  of  the  estates, 
and  not  for  their  purchase.  T^ 
TreasiLry,  of  course,  have  no  power  t^ 
forbid  the  Congested  Districts  Bond 
from  purchasing.  All  they  can  do  istt 
refuse  to  provide  them  with  moDej 
for  improvements,  and  certainly,  in  mj 
opinion,  the  Congested  Districts  Bond 
ar3  bound  in  honour  and  in  duty,  whether 
the  Treasury  acts  in  this  unwise  msnufr 
with  reference  to  money  for  improve- 
ments or  whether  they  do  not^  to  gooft 
and  fulfil  their  undertakingi  and  coin* 
plete  the  purchase  of  those  estates  wticli 
they  have  agreed  to  purohaae.  Uat 
will  not  settle  the  matter,  of  couse,  to 
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t,  any  rate,  so  far  as  the  Congested 
.districts  Board  are  concerned,  they  are 
^•ound,  I  think,  in  honour  to  take  that 
^ourse.  Among  his  many  offices  in 
*-Teland  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  is, 
K  think.  President  of  the  Congested 
Oistricts  Board. 
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»  The  chief  SECRETARY  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Birrell,  Bristol,  N.) : 
3Perhap8  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
GMember  for  Dover  will  correct  me  if  I  am 
"-wrong  when  I  state  I  that  am  not  tech- 
•xxically  president.  I  am  an  ex  officio 
"member  of  the  Board  aud  whenever  I 
;am  present  I  preside. 

Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND  :  I  am  not 
surprised  that  the  right  hoa.  Gentleman 
had  some  doubt  as  to  his  real  position, 
and  that  he  has  had  to  appeal  to  the 
experience  of  his  predecessor,  because 
I  suppose  that  even  yet  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  has  not  quite  grasped  all 
the  positions  which  he  is  supposed  to 
occupy  in  Ireland.  At  any  rate,  he  is  a 
member  of  the  Congested  Districts 
Board,  and  whenever  he  is  present,  he 
presides,  and  therefore  he  may  be  taken 
as  in  a  large  degree  responsible  for  that 
Board.  I  say  that,  first  of  all,  its  duty 
is  to  put  this  matter  before  the  Treasury 
in  such  a  way  as  will  make  it  impossible 
for  the  Treasury  to  refuse  the  moderate 
demand  that  has  been  made.  Apart  from 
the  Treasury  altogether  I  say  that  the 
duty  and  obligation  lies  upon  the  Con- 
gested Districts  Board,  whether  the 
Treasury  does  its  duty  or  not,  to  go  on 
and  complete  those  purchases.  Under 
these  circumstances  I  hope  the  right 
hou.  Gentleman  will  be  able  to  give 
us  a  satisfactory  answer.  There  is  the 
greatest  possible  anxiety  in  Ireland 
and  upon  these  benches,  because  we  are 
all  anxious  that  we  should  not  be  driven 
into  turmoil,  disorder,  and  trouble  on 
those  estates,  and  yet  I  see  no  means 
of  avoiding  it  unless  the  Board  fulfil  their 
obligations  and  the  Treasury  give  them 
the  means  of  doing  it. 

Mr.  BIRRELL  :  I  wish  the  House 
were  better  filled  in  order  that  the  vast- 
ness  of  the  task  of  relieving  congestion  in 
Ireland  might  be  fully  realised  by  hon. 
Members.  It  is  right  that  the  question 
should  be   in  the  most  striking  manner 


brought  before  the  notice  of  the  House. 
I  have  already  expressed  my  own  opinion 
upon  the  size  of  the  transaction  and  its 
cost.  I  think  we  are  all  agreed  upon  its 
importance.  At  the  same  time  it  should, 
I  think,  be  remembered  that  the  Con- 
gested Districts  Board  no  doubt  has 
been  entrusted  with  powers  and  duties 
which,  if  they  discharged  them  to  their 
full  extent,  would  involve  enormous 
income  and  expenditure.  That  income 
they  have  never  had.  It  was  small 
to  start  with,  and  it  has  been  increased 
from  time  to  time  by  different  statutes, 
and  at  last  imder  the  Act  of  1903,  their 
statutory  income  reached  the  sum  of 
£86,260.  They  have  that  statutory  in- 
come, and,  as  the  hon.  Member  for  East 
Mayo  pointed  out,  they  have  powers  of 
borrowing  from  the  Board  of  Works  upon 
the  enhanced  value  of  their  holdings, 
which  materially  increases  their  income, 
but  these  are  the  only  sources  from 
which  they  have  ever  been  able  to 
derive  funds,  not  sufficient,  or  anjrthing 
like  sufficient,  to  deal  with  the  whole 
problem  of  congestion  or  the  relief  of  con- 
gestion. But  they  have  dealt  with  it  as 
well  as  they  could.  They  have  been  in 
existence  now  for  some  fourteen  or  fifteen 
years  and  the  result  of  their  labours  has 
been  that  they  have  purchased  holdings 
or  agreed  to  purchase  holdings  in  those 
districts  to  the  extent  of  14,536  and  it  is 
calculated  that  there  are  84,958  holdings 
within  their  territories.  Consequently 
they  have  not  been  able  really  to  deal 
with  one-sixth  of  the  problem  during  the 
years  they  have  been  in  office.  It  is  only 
fair  to  say  that  of  late  they  have  had 
this  extended  income  of  £86,250.  That 
is  all  they  have  got.  I  am  told  that  the 
Treasury  has  suddenly  come  down  and 
stopped  the  money  which  the  Congested 
Districts  Board  were  entitled  to  assume 
they  would  get.  That  is  not  the  case. 
The  Treasury  has  never  put  the  Con- 
gested Districts  Board  on  the  Votes. 
It  has  been  left  entirely  to  deal  with 
this  enormous  problem — far  too  vast 
for  any  board  with  such  a  limited  income 
to  deal  with— on  ths  £86,250  and  the 
power  of  borrowing  from  the  Board  of 
Works  on  the  enhanced  value  of  the 
holdings  in  consequence  of  their  im- 
provements. Therefore,  whatever  else 
may  be  said  against  the  Treasury,  it 
cannot,  at  all  events,  be  said  that  they 
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are  stopping  the  work.  This  is  an  I  reasonable  time ;  but  I  quite  feel  that  the 
absolutely  new  demand  which  is  made  '  atmosphere  of  Rutland  Square,  Dublin,  is 
by  the  Congested  Districts  Board.  I !  a  little  different  from  that  of  the  Treamrr. 
quite  agree  with  the  hon.  Gentleman  I  It  is  admitted  that  every  acre  of  land 
opposite  that  the  Board  have  at  different '  they  buy  must  some  day  be  improved, 
times  indicated  in  their  Reports  that  I  and  whether  it  can  be  improved,  and  this 
they  have  not  got  a  sufficient  income  '  great  work  of  relieving  congestion  carried 
to  enable  them  at  all  satisfactorily  to  -  on,  really  depends  on  the  generosity,  or 
grapple  with  the  vast  problem  which  I  the  justice,  of  this  House,  whatever  is  the 
has  been  entrusted  to  them.  The  hon.  I  right  name  to  apply  to  it,  because  it 
Member  for  West  Kerry  has  referred  to  |  involves  undoubtedly  a  very  considerable 
the  things  they  must  do— the  improve-  increase  unless  this  sort  of  thmg  is  to 
ment  of  estates,  fencing,  draining,  making  i  P^ag  on  for  sixty  or  seventy  years,  which 
roads  and  the  like,  as  well  as  fishing  '  \  unthinkable.  Unless  it  is  to  drag  on 
and  other  duties  which  they  are  supposed  >*^  enormous  amount  of  time,  this 
to  do.  But  even  confining  themselves  House,  at  no  very  disUnt  date,  wiU  have 
to  land,  which  I  agree  with  the  hon.  '  ^  ^^^\^P  ^^  mind  whether  it  is  to 
Member    opposite    is    the    main    thing,    f^?^^^"^,*^!^^^^^^ 

.„d  .he  Ji;„,  o<  .h,„  holding.  ..  1 1  *"  -J  °'hSS  TiSl'Si."  ^- 
as  possible  economic,  they  cannot  be  said  |  .^^^  ^^  ^^^^  ^^^  ^^  ^  most  expensive 
to  have  had  any  very  particular  success  Character,  or  to  leave  it  off.  This  is  a 
in  that  direction,  because  I  am  afraid  3^^^^  ^^^^^  ^iU  ^l^^^tl  y^^  ^^^^ 
that  even  on  the  Dillon  estate,  which  ,  ^^^^^^  ^^^  ^^^^  -^  ^^^  best  way  that  it 
is  their  great  achievement  the  holdings  |  ^^^  ^^  ^.^jg^^^  ^,^^^1^^  y^y  ^  demand  for 
are  not  what  are  generally  considered  1  ^  considerable  increase— an  enormous 
economic,  though  no  doubt  they  are  a  vast :  increase- of  the  funds  to  be  appropriated 
improvement  on  what  they  were  before  |  either  to  this  Congested  Districts  Board, 
the  estate  was  purchased  and  improved  1  or  to  a  renovated  Congested  Districts 
by  the  Board.  That  is  a  great  achieve-  j  Board,  or  to  some  other  Board  altogether. 
ment,  but  it  cannot  be  said  to  have  I  Therefore,  I  want  the  House  to  recognise 
accomplished  the  great  object  of  making  |  that  this  Board  has  really  for  some  time 
the  holdings  economic.  They  are  still  >  past  come  to  the  end  of  its  resources, 
much  too  small  to  deserve  that  title.  1  The  reason  why,  at  the  end  of  last  year, 
I  am  not  underrating  the  importance  '  it  was  harder  up  than  usual  was  that  it 
and  the  gravity  of  the  present  situation,  was  disappointed  of  a  sum  of  X158,000 
but  it  is  not  fair  to  create  the  impression  '  which  it  expected  to  receive  from  the 
that  the  Treasury  have  stopped  the  source  !  resale  of  land.  These  sales  became  very 
of  supply  which  hitherto  has  flowed  into  |  difficult  owing  to  the  action  of  the  people 
the  coffers  of  this  Congested  Districts  |  who  had  to  sign  the  agreements.  Thev 
Board ;  that  is  not  the  case.  The  \  were  often  away  from  England  or  Ireland, 
fact  of  the  matter  is  that  the  Con- '  and,  therefore,  delays  sometimes  occurred. 
gested  Districts  Board  have  lost  sight  of  I  We  were  very  short  indeed  at  the  end 
the  fact  that  every  acre  of  land  brought  -  of  the  financial  year,  and  we  had  to  go 
before  us  at  our  meetings  has  to  be  to  the  Treasury  to  get  a^loan  of  je26,000 
improved.  1  do  not  wonder,  speaking  as  a  ■  to  enable  us  to  make  both  ends  meet^ 
menil)er  of  the  Board,  that  we  have  run  ,  and  we  were  rather  more  subject  to  their 
short  of  money.  Though  my  connection  \  criticisms  than  usual.  The  Treasury, 
with  it  has  been  very  short,  1  quite  recog  ;  after  all,  has  not  the  power  to  prevent 
nisc  that  my  own  witliers  in  thi.s  matter  us  buying.  We  can  buy  these  estates 
are  not  entirely  unwrung.  It  might  have  ;  through  the  machinery  of  the  Land  Act, 
been  better  if  on  one  or  two  occasions  >  and  we  can  pay  the  interest  in  the  manner 
when  1  have  been  present  I  had  been  ,  provided  for  l)y  the  Act ;  but  I  own  that  I 
more  ruthless  in  })ointing  out  how  im-  had  always  felt  that  the  question  which 
possible  it  was  for  the  Congested  Districts  pressed  upon  us  was  how  far  we  were 
Board  with  this  income  to  go  on  pur-  justified  in  going  on  purchasing  estates 
chas^ing  to  the  extent  they  have  done  in  when  wo  knew  perfectly  well  that  we  had 
the  past,  without  seeing  their  way  to  already  more  than  a  million  pounds 
inij)roviiiir  the  estates  in  anything  like  a  worth  of  land  upon  our  hands,  and 
Mr.  BirrvU. 
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'  we  really  had  not  the  means  of  doing 
\  the  necessary  improvements.  These  neces- 
sary improvements  are  calculated  at 
I  diflferent  amounts,  and  they  will  be  con- 
I  siderable.  Consequently  I  thought,  and 
still  think,  that  it  is  undesirable  for  the 
Board  to  be  indifferent  to  the  amount  of 
land  which  it  purchases.  I  thought  it 
would  be  obliged  to  limit  its  purchases, 
and  as  the  hon.  Member  for  East  Mayo 
pointed  out  in  a  passage  which  he  read, 
that  has  been  the  course  adopted.  In 
1904-6  the  amount  for  estates  purchased 
was  £649,000,  in  1905  6  it  dropped  to 
£346,000,  and  in  1906-7  it  dropped  to 
£108,861.  I  therefore  say  that  the 
Congested  Districts  Board  have  realised 
for  some  time  past  that  they  should 
not  go  on  buying  estates  which  have 
been  offered  to  them.  The  hon.  Gentle- 
man says  that  ninety  estates  have  been 
offered  them. 


Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND  :  These  are 
the  figures  given  by  the  Executive  of 
the  Board. 


Mr.  BIRRELL  :  The  hon.  Gentleman 
is  perfectly  correct  in  the  figures.  Prob- 
ably ninety  estates  could  be  purchased 
now.  The  landlords  are  very  anxious 
to  sell,  and  the  tenants  are  very  eager 
that  the  Congested  Districts  Board 
should  come  in  and  purchase,  but  there 
is  no  use  in  telling  us  that  we  are  a  body 
that  can  do  this  by  a  stroke  of  the  pen. 
Everybody  besides  the  right  hon.  Member 
for  Dover  recognises  that  the  quicker 
the  land  is  sold  the  better  it  will  be 
not  only  for  the  tenants  but  for  the 
whole  community ;  but  it  is  no  use  in 
setting  the  Congested  Districts  Board, 
with  its  income  of  £86,200,  and  what  it 
can  borrow  from  the  Board  of  Works, 
to  do  a  gigantic  work  of  this  kind. 
The  House  of  Commons  must  realise 
that  this  great  work  of  relief  which  is 
being  done  by  the  Congested  Districts 
Board  is  quite  distinct  from  the  ordinary 
purchase  of  estates  by  the  Elates 
Commissioners.  It  is  an  excellent  work, 
and  difficulties  have  arisen  in  connection 
with  the  subject,  particularly  in  con- 
nection with  migration.  There  are  two 
schools  of  thought  in  Ireland  about  the 
subject.  Some  people  think  that  it  is 
best,  after  all,  to  leave  it  to  the  Estates 


Commissioners,  that  the  tenants  show 
an  anxiety  far  beyond  their  resources 
and  beyond  the  economic  value  of  their 
land,  and  that  the  habit  of  spoon- 
feeding should  be  left  off.  Well,  I  do 
not  take  that  view  myself.  I  think 
that  so  far  as  the  West  of  Ireland  is 
concerned,  it  is  altogether  a  mistaken 
view,  and,  moreover,  that  it  would  be  a 
most  violent  retrogression  from  the  steps 
already  taken.  What  the  House  must 
realise  is  that  operations  of  this  kind 
besides  their  great  cost  are  sometimes 
of  a  disappointing  character.  I  do  not 
wish  to  cast  any  blame  on  the  Congested 
Districts  Board  beca'ose  they  do  not  at 
once  buy  these  ninety  or  100  estata 
which  are  now  in  the  market ;  nor  do  I 
even  blame  the  Treasury  because  it 
does  not  come  at  once  to  the  relief  of  the 
Congested  Districts  Board  with  a  supple- 
mentary estimate  of  £50,000,  or  £60,000 
to  enable  them  to  go  on  until  such  time 
as  this  House  makes  up  its  mind  what 
it  is  going  to  do  in  this  matter.  There 
are  some  ninety  estates  which  the  Con- 
gested Districts  Board  have  contem- 
plated buying.  As  a  lawyer  I  cannot 
altogether  agree  that  any  contract  for 
purchase  has  been  entered  into,  or  even 
that  the  estates  have  been  thoroughly 
inspected,  but  I  quite  agree  that  when 
negotiations  are  opened  up  everything 
leads  to  the  conclusion  that  a  price  will 
be  fixed,  and  that  the  matter  will  be 
carried  through.  There  is  then  great 
rejoicing,  everybody  is  glad,  and  the 
Congested  Districts  Board  is  raised  to  a 
momentary  popularity.  But  we  have 
not  done  more  than  that,  though  that  is 
quite  enough  in  Ireland  to  impose  an 
obligation  on  the  Board  to  do  all  that  it 
can  to  proceed  with  the  purchase  of 
these  estates.  I  quite  followed  what  the 
hon.  Member  for  Kerry  said  about 
the  Ventry  estate  in  County  Kerry. 
I  admit  that  it  was  eminently  an  estate 
which  it  was  desirable  to  purcliase  and 
proceed  with  the  improvements.  The 
owner  has  shown  the  utmojt  conciliation, 
and  his  dealt  very  generously  with  the 
arrears  of  the  tenants.  The  Congested 
Districts  Board  can  proceed  with  the 
purchase  of  that  estate  as  speedily  as 
possible,  but  having  purchased  it  they 
will  not  be  able,  for  a  considerable  time 
at  all  events,  to  proceed  very  far  with  its 
improvement.     I    quite    recognLie    that 
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there  is  an.  obligation  in  regard  to  this 
estate  which  strikes  me  rather  personally, 
for  I  think  I  was  present  at  one  of  the 
meetings  of  the  Congested  Districts 
Board  when  the  matter  was  discussed, 
and  although  I  had  some  misgiving  I 
was  unable  to  resist  the  claim  for  the 
purchase  of  the  estate.  I  did  not  then 
realise,  I  did  not  know,  that  we  were 
going  to  be  disappointed  by  not  receiving 
anything  like  the  large  sum  anticipated 
from  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  land. 
I  hope  that  hon.  Gentlemen  will  under- 
stand that  the  Congested  Districts  Board 
have  not  abandoned  the  hope  of  being 
able  to  proceed  with  the  purchase  of 
those  estates,  although  I  am  afraid  the 
work  of  improving  them  will  have  to 
stand  over  for  some  considerable  time. 
The  Congested  Districts  Board  have  this 
great  task  before  them,  and  for  years 
past  we  have  pressed  upon  the  Treasury 
the  importance  of  giving  us  a  larger 
sum.  I  do  not  take  the  view  which 
some  people  take,  that  Ministers  occupy 
water-tight  compartments,  and  I  am  not 
going  to  the  Treasury  to  insist  on  their 
giving  me  the  money  which  I  think  is 
absolutely  essential  for  Ireland,  and  at 
the  same  time  refuse  to  listen  when  the 
Treasury  reminds  me  of  the  great  obliga- 
tions that  are  put  upon  them,  and  that 
they  have  not  the  amount  of  money 
they  would  like  to  have.  I  cannot 
resign  oftener  than  once  a  week,  or  even 
threaten  it.  I  have  to  make  up  my 
mind  whether  in  the  matter  of  higher 
education,  of  the  salaries  of  teachers, 
of  railway  conditions,  or  of  the 
Congested  Districts  Board,  I  am  going 
really  to  insist  manfully.  [An  Hon. 
Member  on  the  Irish  Benches :  I 
insist  upon  them  all.]  If  I  insisted 
upon  them  all,  I  would  be  in  a  position 
of  despair.  Quite  seriously,  upon  this 
matter  it  is  no  use  telling  the  Treasury 
that  they  must  give  the  money  irrespec- 
tive of  the  condition  of  the  Treasury. 
I  quite  agree  that  the  Congested  Districts 
Board  will  have  to  be  supplied  with  a 
great  deal  more  money  than  at  present, 
and  that  the  House  will  very  soon  have 
to  make  up  its  mind  as  to  how  that 
money  is  to  be  obtained.  In  the  mean- 
time we  are  all  looking  forward  to  the 
Report  of  Lord  Dudley's  Commission. 
I  have  some  rough  knowledge  as  to  the 
lines  on  which  that  Report  may  proceed, 
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but  I  know  enough  of  it  to  say  that  it  will 
raise  questions  of  great  gravity  and  tb 
utmost  importance,  and  I  hope  the  House 
will  make  up  its  mind  and  resolutely  set 
itself  to  the  task  of  considering  what 
provision  it  has  to  make  for  the  reUef  of 
congestion  in  the  West  of  Ireland.  When 
we  get  that  Report,  we  shall  be  in  a  position 
to  consider  the  best  way  of  dealing  with 
the  interests  of  the  West  of  Irelani 
In  the  meantime  all  I  can  say  is  that  I 
should  be  very  well  pleased  if  the  Treasmy 
were  to  place  a  Supplenaentary  Estimate 
upon  the  Table  in  order  that  we  might 
be  supplied  with  larger  funds  to  enable 
us  to  proceed  with  the  purchase  of 
sixty  or  seventy  estates.  I  cannot 
altogether  wonder,  however,  that  the 
Treasury  have  a  difficulty  in  this  matter, 
having  regard  to  the  circxunstance  that 
never  before  have  they  agreed  to 
augment  the  statutory  income  of  the 
Board.  We  must  have  a  Supplement- 
ary Estimate,  but  also,  I  imagine, 
a  Bill,  and  I  can  hold  out  no  hope 
of  any  such  Supplementary  Estimate 
appearing  on  the  Paper.  Therefore, 
for  some  time  to  come  the  Congested 
Districts  Board  will  have  to  economise, 
and  the  result  of  that  economy  aeesos 
to  involve  the  cessation  of  the  grants 
to  the  parish  committees.  I  know 
that  these  parish  committees  do  a 
very  excellent  work  in  encouraging 
cleanliness  and  sanitary  arrangements. 
I  do  not  believe  that  any  of  ti^em  are 
on  the  job,  but  that  all  the  parish  com- 
mittees are  doing  a  good  and  useful 
work  in  sanitation.  Unfortunately, 
when  you  have  to  cut  down  expenses 
you  must  often  begin  by  reducing 
something  to  which  you  are  particularly 
attached.  I  cannot  promise,  or  hold 
out  any  hope,  that  we  shall  be  in  funds 
which  will  enable  us  to  continue  the 
grant  of  £11,000  which  these  parish 
committees  receive  at  present.  I  am 
very  sorry  for  it,  because  I  think  it 
will  be  a  cessation  of  undoubtedly  good 
and  useful  work,  but  we  have  not 
the  money.  The  Board  has  an  in- 
come and  a  large  sum  which  it  hopes 
to  recover,  and  which  it  certainly  wiU 
recover,  from  the  re-sale  of  land.  Here 
we  have  1,377,480  acres  of  land  on 
our  hands,  which  have  not  yet  been 
re-sold,  and  we  have  ipent  £288^473 
on    improvements.    We 
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therefore,  somewhat  congested,  having 
regard  to  the  smallness  of  our  means ; 
and  though  I  am  as  fully  alive  as  anyone 
to  the  value  of  the  work  which  the 
Congested  Districts  Board  have  done, 
and  although  we  have  not  the  means 
of  carrying  on  all  these  works  at  present, 
I  hope  to  use  all  my  influence  with  the 
Board,  and  all  my  energy  to  see  that 
they  do  not  drop  the  negotiations  for 
the  purchase  of  these  estates  where  the 
negotiations  have  already  been  opened. 
That  is  all  I  can  say,  except  that  I  trust 
the  time  will  very  soon  come  when  the 
Congested  Districts  Board  or  some  other 
body  will  be  entrusted  with  sufficient 
funds  to  enable  them  to  carry  on  this 
great  work  quickly  and  usefiilly,  so  as 
to  make  some  impression  within  the 
next  ten  or  fifteen  years. 

Mr.  WALTER  LONG  (Dublin,  S.) :  I 
do  not  desire  to  occupy  the  attention  of 
the  House  more  than  a  few  moments, 
but  I  wi^h  to  add  my  testimony  to 
the  value  of  some  of  the  work  of  the 
Congested  Districts  Board.  I  gather 
from  what  the  Chief  Secretary  said,  that 
when  we  have  the  Report  of  the  Royal 
Commission  in  our  hands  we  shall  then 
have  an  opportunity,  not  only  of  dis- 
cussing the  action  of  the  Congested 
Districts  Board  in  regard  to  the  develop- 
ment of  estates  and  the  improvement 
they  are  able  to  effect  in  connection  with 
the  economic  holdings,  but  we  shall  also 
have  what  is  even  more  important,  the 
opportunity  of  discussing  the  whole 
position  of  the  Board,  and  whether  it 
may  be  possible  and  desirable  after 
the  experience  of  twenty  years  to 
make  some  readjustment  of  the  duties, 
so  as  to  leave  the  Board  more  free 
to  do  the  work  which  it  was  intended 
to  do  in  the  development  of  these  estates. 
I  cannot  say  that  I  altogether  follow  the 
Chief  Secretary  when  he  says  it  is 
impossible  for  any  Minister  to  dissociate 
himself  from  his  colleagues  and  the  rest 
of  the  Government.  He  says  that  some- 
one made  that  statement  casually  on 
this  side  of  the  House.  As  a  matter  of 
fact,  it  was  a  statement  made  repeatedly 
by  members  of  the  Government  who 
have  denied  responsibility  for  the  action  of 
their  colleagues  and  indeed  taken  a  line 
directly  opposite  to  that  of  their  col- 
leagues.    I  am  glad  to  know  they  have 


returned  to  the  older  and  better  ways,  and 
I  congratulate  the  Chief  Sacretary  on  his 
return  to  virtue.  I  regret  that  that 
return  to  better  ways  is  accompanied  by 
an  amount  of  depression  which  I  think 
has  rarely  been  equalled  on  the  Treasury 
Bench.  Really,  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man's views  to-day  about  himself  are  so 
pessimistic  that  I  am  bound  to  offer  him 
some  good  cheer  and  say  that  if  this  awful 
fate  is  to  descend  upon  him  of  which  he 
told  us  to-day,  although  we  think  he  is  in 
error,  we  cannot  allow  him  to  write  his 
own  epitaph  in  the  language  which  he 
has  used  to-day,  but  we  shall  ask  leave  to 
write  it  ourselves.  Subject  to  the  views 
of  party  we  hope  that  the  right  hon. 
Grentleman  will  long  be  spared  to  adorn 
the  position  which  he  now  occupies  and 
that  he  has  no  grounds  for  these  melan- 
choly forebodings.  With  regard  to  the 
actual  work  of  the  Congested  Districts 
Board,  I  feel  that  it  is  impossible  for  any 
Chief  Secretary  to  ignore  its  importance 
and  value.  In  the  second  place,  I  think 
it  would  be  a  mistaken  policy  to  try  and 
prevent  the  Board  canying  out  purchases 
which  are  not  only  absolutely  desirable, 
but  are  possibly  offered  on  terms  which 
may  never  occur  again.  I  always  found 
the  Treasury  most  ready  to  listen  to  aay 
suggestion  put  before  them.  The  Trea- 
sury did  say  from  time  to  time  that  the 
Congested  Districts  Board  ought  to 
regularise  themselves  and  their  proce- 
dure more  than  they  had  done,  in  the  first 
place,  by  anticipating  the  work  they 
were  likely  to  do  in  greater  complete- 
ness, and  by  taking  the  Treasury  into  their 
confidence  rather  more  in  advance  than 
they  do  now.  I  had,  of  course,  a  very 
short  experience  of  the  Congested  Dis- 
tricts Board.  I  was  in  office  only  ;_a 
year,  and  present  at  only  about  half-a- 
dozen  meetings  of  the  Congested  Dis- 
tricts Board,  but  it  was  apparent  to  me 
that  the  Board  would  be  wise  to  enter 
into  some  arrangement  with  the  Trea- 
sury whereby  their  commitments  might 
be  considered  in  advance  and  a  more 
complete  programme  put  before  the 
Treasury.  It  is  not  for  me  to  say 
whether  or  not  the  right  hon.  Grentle- 
man ought  to  have  succeeded  in  getting 
more  money,  but  speaking  on  behalf  of 
those  on  this  side  of  the  House  I  am 
free  to  say  I  do  not  believe  any  money 
could  be  better  or  more  usefully  spent 
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in  the  real  interests  of  Ireland  than 
that  which  is  spent  by  the  Congested 
Districts  Board.  I  have  visited  many 
of  their  estates  and  I  have  seen  how 
completely  the  face  of  the  land  has  been 
altered  by  making  roads,  draining  and 
dealing  with  flooding,  and  a  variety  of 
things  whi'  h  have  made  profitable  culti- 
vation of  the  lands  possible,  and  opened 
up  a  new  future  for  the  people  who  live 
on  them.  Therefore,  I  believe  that  every 
section  of  opinion  in  Ireland  would  say 
that,  badly  as  money  may  be  wanted  for 
other  industries  or  for  application  in 
other  directions,  this  is  the  most  urgent 
as  well  as  one  of  the  most  beneficial  ways 
in  which  money  can  be  spent  at  the 
present  time.  Therefore  I  can  assure 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  that  he 
will  have  the  support  and  concurrence  of 
those  sitting  on  this  side  of  the  House 
in  any  efforts  he  makes  for  strengthening 
the  hands  of  the  Congested  Districts 
Board.  Before  I  sit  down  I  should  like 
to  say  that  I  think  it  would  be  most  unfair 
and  imjust,  however  important  this 
work  of  the  Congested  Districts  Board 
may  be,  that  anything  should  be  done 
to  put  back  the  transfer  of  land  from 
owner  to  occupier  in  the  ordinary  course 
which  was  the  primary  object  of  all 
the  Irish  land  legislation  which  has 
passed  through  this  House.  I  cannot 
help  thinking  there  is  some  overlapping 
between  the  Estate  Commission  and  the 
Congested  Districts  Board,  but  I  do  not 
think  you  would  be  wise  to  hand  over 
the  duties  connected  with  the  develop- 
ment, charitable  work  as  it  is  in 
its  commencement,  from  the  Con- 
gested Districts  Board  to  the  Estate 
Commissioners.  I  think  it  is  necessary 
to  have  a  body  like  the  Congested 
Districts  Board  to  do  tlds  work  wliich, 
although  it  is  part  of  the  scheme  of 
land  purchase  and  land  development,  is 
in  reality  a  totally  different  work  from  that 
of  the  Estate  Commissioners.  I  believe 
if  you  arc  really  going  to  make  the  con- 
gested part  of  Ireland  anything  approach- 
ing prosperoiLs,  if  you  are  going  to  give 
the  people  an  opportmiity  of  developing 
themselves,  making  themselves  more  pros- 
perous, you  must  have  some  bcdy  for  some 
years  to  come  which  will  direct  that  work 
and  initiate  a  great  deal  of  it.  Of  course 
the  work  of  the  Congested  Districts 
Board  is  open  to  criticism — what  is  not 
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open  to  criticism  after  twenty  yean 
work  ?  But  in  the  face  of  the  extra- 
ordinary difficulty,  and  without  any 
light  to  guide  them,  they  liave  made  but 
few  mistakes,  and  in  regard  to  this 
development  of  land  they  have  very  little 
to  regret  and  a  great  deal  to  be  proud  of, 
and  if  it  is  possible  for  the  Treasury  to 
find  a  little  more  money,  I  do  not  think 
they  could  find  it  for  a  better  purpose, 
or  one  on  which  public  money  could  be 
better  spent. 

Mr.    ANNAN     BRYCB      (Inverness 
Burghs)  trusted  that  the   Secretary  to 
the  Treasury  and  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  would  listen  to  the  appeal  which 
had  been  made  to  them,  because  there  was 
no  doubt  that  if  an  opportunity  of  doing 
something    for   the  Congested   Districts 
Board  was  passed  over  now  a  great  many 
evils    would    show    themselves    in    an 
aggravated     form.       llie     right     hon. 
Gentleman  who  had  just  sat  down  had 
told  them  that  the  great  danger  was  that 
chances  might  be  lost  in  regard  to  the 
purchase  of  estates  in  Ireland,  and  thus 
a  great  opportunity  of  carrying  out  a 
comprehensive  scheme  might  be  allowed 
to  pas ;.    During  the  months  which  must 
elapse   before   any  legislation    coidd   be 
carried,  there  would   be  a    great  many 
estates  in  the  market,  the  purchase  of 
which  must  ultimately  be  a  matter  of  ex- 
treme importance  to  any  person  who  had 
a  comprehensive  scheme  in  his   mind. 
Therefore,  it  would  be  a  great  pity  if  the 
chance  of  purchasing  these  estates  was 
lost  by  any  niggardliness  at  the  present 
moment.    Another  point  was  that  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  Board  necessarily  must 
be  uneconomical  when  it  was  hampered  for 
the  want  of  the  necessary  funds  to  carry 
on  its  work.    The  administration  as  a 
matter  of  fact  must  be  wasteful,  for  the 
Board  would  have  in  hand  a  large  amount 
of  land  which  it  was  incapable  of  treating 
properly  by  the  full  employm'ent  of  its 
staff.    He  urged  the  Chief  Secretary  to 
make  one  more  attempt  to  get  from  the 
Treasury  a  grant  on  a  liberal  scale,  so 
that  the  work  of  the  Coimty  District 
Board  might  be  carried  on. 

Mr.  HAYDEN  (Roscommon,  S.)  said 
the  speeches  to  which  they  had  listened 
on  all  sides  of  the  House  showed  that  the 
question  which  they  had  raised  erokad 
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no  party  controversy  whatever.  He  heard 
the  speech  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  South  Dublin  with  con- 
siderable satisfaction,  because  he  said 
what  his  hon.  friends  had  been  saying — 
that  of  all  the  questions  in  Ireland  wluch 
demanded  the  attention  of  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary and  the  expenditure  of  public  money 
there  was  none  more  pressing,  urgent,  and 
important  than  the  settlement  of  the 
Western  Province.  Since  his  appointment 
the  Chief  Secretary  had  made  several 
speeches  of  a  sympathetic  and  courageous 
character  in  the  House.  Some  of  them 
had  helped  to  make  the  right  hen.  Gentle- 
man's way  so  far  as  it  was  possible  an  easy 
one,  but  the  speech  to  which  they  had  just 
listened  was  one  which,  though  not  lacking 
in  sympathy  showed  a  want  of  courage 
in  dealing  with  a  matter  which  had 
been  described  by  all  parties  as  most 
urgent  and  important.  The  speech 
would  be  received  in  the  West 
of  Ireland  especially  with  grave  dis- 
appointment. A  question  deeply  affect- 
ing the  lives  of  all  the  people  in  those 
districts — affecting  their  several  condi- 
tions and  affecting  the  preservation  of  the 
law  and  of  the  peace — had  been  brought 
before  the  House  in  a  convincing  manner. 
The  case  was  admitted  by  all  sides,  and 
yet  the  Chief  Secretary  would  do  nothing 
more  than  hold  up  his  hands  in  despair 
and  say  the  Treasury  could  do  nothing. 
It  was  hard  to  blame  Irish  Members 
of  Parliament,  and  it  was  hard  to 
blame  poor  peasants  in  the  West  of 
Ireland,  if  they  lost  patience  over  such 
a  question,  the  importance  and  the 
urgency  (  f  which  was  admitted  on  all 
sides,  not  merely  that  night  but  for  many 
years  past.  During  the  past  winter,  and 
indeed  up  to  the  opening  of  this  session 
of  Parliament,  there  was  a  considerable 
amount — though  not  so  much  as  was 
made  to  appear  in  the  British  Press — 
of  illegality  committed  in  the  western 
portion  of  Ireland  in  connection  wnth  the 
distribution  of  or  the  attempt  to  dis- 
tribute tho  crazing  land  amongst  the 
people.  What  was  it  that  slackened 
that  disorder,  that  illegality,  or  whatever 
it  might  be  called  ?  It  was  the  promise 
made  by  the  Chief  Secretary  in  the  first 
speech  he  made  this  session  that  during 
the  present  session  of  Parliament  a  Bill 
would  be  introduced  and  pressed  forward 
by  him  for  the  settlement  of  the  question. 


What  chance  had  that  Bill  of  passing  1 
After  the  cpse  made  out  to-day,  there 
was  not  the  smallest  chance  that  the 
promise  made  by  the  Chief  Secretary 
in  the  beginning  of  the  session  could  be 
fulfilled,  or  if  fulfilled  by  the  passage  of 
the  Act,  that  it  would  be  carried  into 
effect  by  the  Treasury.  The  effect  of 
the  speech  they  had  heard  that 
evening  would  be  to  bring  despair 
to  the  hearts  of  the  people  and  to 
make  them  feel  that  they  must  again 
take  the  law  into  their  own  hands. 
When  that  was  done  then  the  purse- 
strings  of  the  Treasury  would  be  opened, 
because  pressure  would  come  from  the 
proper  quarter.  In  the  early  part  of  this 
session  they  tai  Supplementary  Esti- 
mates for  thousands  of  pounds  in  connec- 
tion with  prosecutions  and  extra  policing 
in  the  West  of  Ireland.  The  ratepayers 
in  those  poor  districts,  where  already 
the  rates  had  reached  an  almost  impossible 
point,  had  been  threatened  with  the 
cost  of  extra  police,  and  the  taxpayers  of 
the  three  countries  were  saddled  with 
extra  taxes  for  policing  and  the  carrying 
on  of  prosecutions  in  various  parts 
of  Ireland,  all  arising  out  of  this 
subject.  When  the  Chief  Secretary 
and  his  law  officers  went  to  the  Treasury 
and  asked  them  to  give  thousands  of 
pounds  in  respect  of  extra  police,  and 
prosecutions  for  disorder  arising  out  of 
the  failure  of  the  Government  to  put  the 
law  into  force  in  favour  of  these  people, 
then  the  Treasury  willingly  opened  their 
purse-strings  and  ladled  out  thousands  to 
punish  people  for  violating  the  law.  They 
asked  the  Chief  Secretary  or  the  Govern- 
ment as  a  whole  to  consider  the  means 
of  preventing  a  violation  of  the  law. 
They  asked  that  a  grave  problem,  the 
seriousness  of  which  was  admitted  by* 
Chief  Secretary  after  Chief  Secretary, 
and  by  all  parties  in  the  House,  should 
receive  consideration,  having  regard  to 
the  force  of  argument  brought  in  favour 
of  it  and  not  as  a  result  of  illegal  pressure, 
'  to  which  the  people  might  be  forced  to 
'  resort.  If  the  Chief  Secretary  could 
'  do  nothing  better  than  tell  them  that 
\  seven  or  eight  estates  in  respect  of  which 
the  Congested  Districts  Board  had  prac- 
tically entered  into  a  contract  would 
be  purchased,  and  that  all  other  pur- 
chases would  be  suspended  until  the  re- 
port of  the  Commission  and  the  passage 
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of  an  Act  of  Parliament  following  upon 
it — if  that  was  all  the  Chief  Secretary 
was  able  to  tell  them,  he  could  assure 
him   that   the    western   problem   would 
certainly  engage  his  attention  during  the 
next  few  months  in  a  manner   which 
it  had  not  done  since  he  assumed  his 
present  office.     That  was  not  meant  as 
a  threat.     It  was  a  plain  statement  of 
fact  which  he  was  sure  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary did  not  take  as  a  threat.     No  one 
who  had  been  brought  into  contact  with 
the  government  of  Ireland  would  take 
it  as  an3rthing  more  than  a  plain  state- 
ment of  fact.     Let  Members  from  Ireland 
do  what  they  would,  trouble  would  and 
must  arise  in  connection  with  this  matter. 
The  Chief  Secretary  had  made  a  very 
remarkable  statement  that  afternoon,  and 
the  same  statement  was  made  by  the  right 
hon.  Member  for  South  Dublin  almost 
in    the    same    words.     That    statement 
was  that  when  sitting  at  a  meeting  of 
the  Congested  Districts  Board  in  Dublin 
it  was  almost  impossible  when  the  ques- 
tion of  purchase  came  up  for  considera- 
tion to  resist  the  temptatior^  to  go  on 
with    the    purchase.     That    statement 
might  also  explain  the  position  which 
Nationalist     Members      occupied,     and 
the  words  they  spoke  sometimes  which 
some    hon.    Gentlemen    taunted    them 
with  as  being  threats.    They  were  brought 
into  contact  with  this  question,  not  by 
sitting  in  a  Board  room  in  Dublin,  but  in 
the  bogs  and  fields  and  the  poor  cottages 
in  the  West  of  Ireland,  where  the  people 
were    looking    forward     with    hope    to 
Parliament.     They   knew   that  the   one 
thing  that  kept  the  people  within  the 
law  at  all  was  the  hope  which  Nation- 
alist Members  from  time  to  time  felt 
justified  in   holding   out  to  them  that 
J^arliament    would    do     something     for 
them.    M:ey   knew    that    ninety    land- 
lords had  offered  their  estates  to  the 
Congested    Districts    Board,    and    they 


but  the  statutory   limit   could  not  be 
exceeded   when   it    was    a    question  oi 
arriving  at  a  final   settlement   of  the 
most    urgent    problem    that    could  be 
faced   by   the   government    of    Ireland 
or  any  other  country.      The  Nationalist 
Party  appealed  to   the    Chief  Secretary 
not  finally  to  close   the    door   with  the 
promise  that  he  would    do    his   best  to 
see  that  the  contracts   entered  into  by 
the  Congested  Districts  Board  with  re- 
gard to  these    seven   or   eight    estates 
should  be  carried  out,  but  that  he  would 
go    further.      They    asked    him    to  go 
to  the  Treasury  and  insist  that  money 
should  be  advanced  unstintedly  if  neces- 
sary, for  the  purpose  of  settling  with  as 
many  of  these  estates  as  it  was  possible 
for   the    Congested   Districts    Board  to 
get  through.     The  work  of  improvement 
must  be  slower  than  the  work  of  purchase, 
but  if  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  met 
the  people  in  the  way  the   Nationalist 
Members  had,  he  would   find   that  the 
moment  an  estate  passed  from  the  land- 
lord to  the  Congested  Districts  Board, 
the  people  were  prepared  to  wait  for  a 
considerable  time  for  the  work  of  im- 
provement to  be  carried  out,  because  they 
knew  that  once  an  estate  passed  into 
the   hands   of  the   public    authority  it 
was  dedicated  to  their  use  for  ever,  and 
that,  the  landlord  having  passed  away 
from  them,  it  would  only  be  a  few  months 
or  a  year  before  they  entered  into  their 
holding,    with  a   chance   of   making   a 
good  living  in  the  future.    In  his  own 
county  there  was  a  considerable  amount 
of    untenanted    land    which    had    been 
purchased   by   the    Congested    Districts 
Board.    Some  of  it  had  been  in  the  hands 
of  the  Board  for  years.    Before  that  land 
was   purchased  there   was   the   gravest 
discontent  and  grave  danger  of  cUsorder 
in    connection    with    it.     The     people 
naturally  desired  that  the  moment  the 
land  was  purchased  it  should  be  divided 
amongst    them,     but    they    had     not 


had  been  informed  that  nothing  could 

be  done  because  there  was  no  money.  |  quarrelled  with  the  decision  of  the  Con 
Money  could  be  found  tor  almost  every-  !  gested  Districts  Board  to  keep  it  in  its 
thing  except  the  pacification  of  the  |  hands  for  some  time  imtil  other  land  was 
people  of  Ireland.  Any  amount  could  i  added  to  it  for  the  purposes  of  a  scheme 
be  found  to  prosecute  them,  but  none  |  of  a  large  character.  Wherever  land  had 
could  be  found  to  bring  peace  and  i  been  purchased  by  the  Board,  whether 
contentment  to  their  homes.  Millioi  s  !  the  tenanted  land  had  passed  into  the 
could  be  found  for  wars  in  various  i  ownership  of  the  tenants,  or  had  remained 
portions  of  the  world,  and  even  for  the  |  in  the  hands  of  the  Congested  Districts 
suppression   of   the   people   of   Ireland,  |  Board,  trouble  of  all  sorts  had  ceased. 

Mr.  Hat/den, 
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They  could  promise — such  remarks  were 
not  held  out  as  a  threat ;  they  would  be 
absolutely  ignorant  men  if  they  held  any 
such  language — that  all  danger  of  disorder 
would  disappear  from  any  district  where 
the  Congested  Districts  Board  could  buy 
the  land,  even  if  it  were  not  divided  and 
the  work  of  improvement  immediately 
carried  out.  Reference  had  been  made 
to  the  Maberley  estate.  Part  of  the 
parish  in  which  it  was  situated  was 
scheduled  as  congested.  Though  that 
state  of  things  there  had  existed  ever 
since  the  Board  came  into  existence, 
not  one  single  thing  had  been  done,  not 
one  penny  had  been  spent  by  the  Board 
in  that  parish,  the  condition  of  which 
urgently  called  for  action.  Very  large 
rents  had  been  offered  to  the  Board. 
The  grazier  and  the  landlord  were  willing 
to  sell,  and  the  tenants  were  almost 
clamouring  to  purchase,  yet  the  land  was 
refused  because  the  money  could  not  be 
obtained.  He  scarcely  thought  it  neces- 
sary to  assure  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
that  in  Ireland  he  could  not  devote 
himself  to  any  work  which  was  of  such 
importance,  or  so  urgent  and  necessary 
for  the  peace,  prosperity,  and  settlement 
of  the  people,  as  that  now  brought  under 
his  notice.  He  would  again  urge  upon 
him  to  go  to  the  Treasury,  or  rather 
to  the  Cabinet,  and  impress  upon  that 
body  that  he  could  not  be  responsible 
for  the  peace,  order,  and  tranquillity 
of  the  country  unless  he  was  able  to 
treat  it  not  merely  in  accordance  with 
his  own  wishes  but  in  accordance  with 
what  he  had  come  to  know  were  the 
character  and  wants  of  the  congested 
districts.  He  trusted  the  right  hon. 
Grentleman  would  not  be  content  with 
the  promise  he  had  made,  but  would 
go  very  much  further,  and  loosen  the 
purse  strings  of  the  Treasury  in  regard 
to  the  ninety  other  estates  which  were 
offered.  If  he  did  that,  he  would  make 
his  own  task  easier  as  well  as  that  of  the 
Attorney-General  for  Ireland.  At  the 
same  time  the  right  hon.  Grentleman 
would  further  his  own  work  of  passing 
through  that  Hoitse  the  amending  Bill 
which  he  had  promised  later  on.  All 
these  things  together  would  help  to 
bring  peace  to  the  people  of  the  districts, 
and  excite  hope  for  the  future.  All  he 
asked  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to  say 
was   that   the  good  work  of  the  parish 


committees  would  be  carried  on,  and 
not  stopped,  or  even  suspended  During 
the  existence  of  the  Royal  Commission 
for  almost  two  years  witnesses  were 
called  from  all  parts  of  the  country, 
and  not  one  spoke  against  the  work  of 
the  parish  committees  ;  on  the  con- 
trary, everyone,  landlord  and  tenant, 
grazier.  Nationalist  or  Tory,  spoke  in  the 
highest  terms  of  the  beneficial  and 
economical  character  of  the  work  carried 
out  by  those  bodies.  An  awful  responsi- 
bility would  be  incurred  by  whoever 
stopped  the  progress  of  the  work.  The 
danger  to  the  health  of  the  people  alone 
should  be  sufficient  warrant  for  spending 
far  more  money  than  the  few  thousands 
of  pounds  expended  in  connection  with 
these  parish  committees.  He  appealed 
to  the  Government  to  keep  this  work 
in  progress,  so  that  the  people  might 
feel  chat  something  was  being  done,  with- 
out any  undue  pressure  from  themselves, 
and  that  they  might  look  with  some 
hope  to  the  future. 

*Mr.  GOOCH  (Bath)  said  he  had  heard 
with  very  great  satisfaction  the  promise 
of  the  Chief  Secretary  that  in  the  Bill  he 
proposed  to  introduce  when  the  Com- 
mission had  reported  he  intended  to  ask 
the  House  to  make  a  substantial  addition 
to  the  income  of  the  Congested  Districts 
Board.  On  the  other  hand,  he  was  very 
disappointed  to  hear  the  Chief  Secretary 
say  that  he  did  not  think  it  would  be 
possible  for  him  to  obtain  an  interim 
contribution  for  that  Board.  It  seemed 
to  him  very  improbable  that  the  Bill 
would  be  able  to  get  through  until  nearly 
Christmas,  and  it  was  by  no  means 
certain  that  it  would  get  through  at  all. 
In  any  case  any  relief  which  the  Board 
could  look  forward  to  under  that  Bill 
would  probably  not  be  available  until 
a  year  had  elapsed.  Therefore,  it 
seemed  to  him  that  the  Chief  Secretary 
ought  if  possible  to  make  a  renewed  effort 
to  get  out  of  the  administrative  diffi- 
culties, and  obtain  the  comparatively 
small  sum  of  money  necessary,  not  to 
start  new  work,  but  to  prevent  the 
lap^e  of  the  old.  He  would  have  thought 
from  the  experience  of  last  year  that  the 
Appropriation  Act  would  have  given  him 
the  instrument  by  which  he  could  carry 
out  the  obvious  device  of  the  House. 
He  only  intervened  in  the  debate  for  a 
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moment  because  he  happened  to  be  one 
of  the  very  few  Members  on  that  aide  of 
the  House  who  knew  the  West  of  Ireland 
well,  who  had  seen  the  successful  opera- 
tions of  the  Board,  and  who  knew  its 
officials — very  excellent  officials  they 
were.  There  was  no  work  of  any  De- 
partment in  Ireland  which  was  better 
worth  helping  than  that  of  the  Congested 
Districts  Board,  and  none  which  gave  a 
better  return  for  the  money  invested. 
If  he  might  be  permitted  to  say  so,  there 
was  a  certain  unreality  about  such  a 
debate  unless  Members  of  that  House 
knew  the  particular  part  of  the  country 
now  under  discussion.  Anyone  who  had 
ever  been  in  the  West  of  Ireland, 
and  seen  the  condition  in  which  the 
people  lived,  the  degradation  and 
almost  starvation,  and  the  tuberculosis 
which  arose  in  consequence,  had  with 
hJTn  a  vision  from  which  he  could  not 
escape.  The  Congested  Districts  Board 
was  the  only  authority  in  Ireland  which 
had  no  enemy.  It  had  a  certain  number 
of  critics,  but  it  was  the  one  Board  in 
the  country  which  obtained  the  enthusi- 
astic approval  and  confidence  of  all 
parties.  They  owed  a  debt  of  thanks 
to  the  Leader  of  the  Opposition  for 
having  founded  it.  They  had  heard 
that  afternoon  that  the  land  operations 
of  the  Board  were  of  very  great  import- 
ance. Money  put  in  the  land  farmed 
by  the  Congested  Districts  Board  was 
much  safer  than  the  money  put  into 
an  estate  by  the  Estate  Commissioners, 
and  handed  over  without  any  improve- 
ment at  all  to  the  buyer,  in  other  words, 
handed  to  a  man  who  had  no  capital  to 
improve  the  land.  Money  given  to  the 
Congested  Districts  Board  to  buy  land, 
and  the  land  having  been  bought  and 
improved  until  such  time  as  the  whole 
character  and  atmosphere  of  that  estate 
had  been  changed  from  a  condition  of 
despair  to  a  condition  of  prosperity  and 
hopefulness,  was  as  good  an  investment 
of  British  money  as  any  that  could  be 
foimd.  He  should  especially  regret  the 
lapse  of  the  work  of  the  parish  committees . 
It  had  been  his  good  fortune  to  see  their 
work  not  only  on  the  Dillon  (state,  but 
in  several  other  parts  of  the  congested 
districts  of  the  West  of  Ireland,  and  he 
was  bound  to  say  that  he  agreed  that 
the  money  spent  by  these  committees 
went  further  than  most  money  spent  by 

Mr,  Gooch, 


the  Government.  Instead  of  paying 
the  whole  expenses  of  necessary  lepain, 
necessary  housing  reform,  and  incieaKd 
acconamodation,  all  they  did  was  to  give 
a  comparatively  small  stimulus  to  local 
effort.  When  he  was  in  those  paitB 
of  Ireland  he  was  immensely  strack 
with  the  extraordinary  results  of  a  £5 
note  received  from  the  village  com- 
mittee. First  of  all,  money  was  given, 
and  then  a  number  of  the  people  around 
lent  their  services  free  of  charge  to 
convert  an  insanitary  hovel  into  a  place 
where  a  family  could  live  in  conifort, 
with  a  shed  attached  where  cattle  conld 
be  turned  in.  He  urged  the  Chief 
Secretary  either  by  the  AppropriAtion 
Act  or  by  some  other  financial  expedient 
to  help  the  work  of  these  conmiittees, 
and  to  see  that  at  any  rate  pait  of  tlie 
expectation  which  had  been  raised  as 
to  the  work  of  the  Congested  Districts 
Boards  was  not  disappointed. 


Mr.  BARRIE  (Londonderry,  N.)  said 
they  were  all  aware  that  a  Commission 
had  been  sitting  for  almost  two  years, 
but  they  were  not  likely  to  have  its 
Report  before  them  in  a  manner  which 
would  allow  them  to  deal  eftectively  with 
it,  at  any  rate  during  the  current  session, 
and  for  that  reason,  if  it  were  possible  for 
Unionists  from  Ireland  still  more  to 
support  that  portion  of  the  claim  that 
had  been  mide  from  the  Nationalist 
benches  they  would  desire  to  do  so. 
They  rejoiced  to  recall  that  this  im- 
portant Board  was  called  into  being  by 
a  Unionist  Grovernment,  and  while  the 
Unionist  Party  were  in  power  they  did 
not  hesitate  to  endow  it  with  ample 
funds  to  perform  the  important  work  it 
was  called  upon  to  do.  It  was  notable 
that  it  was  only  when  a  Radical  Govern- 
ment had  come  into  power  that  this 
policy  of  cheeseparing  and  whittling 
down  its  income  had  been  adopted.  It 
was  necessary  to  recall  to  the  House  that 
this  cheeseparing  was  quite  in  keeping 
with  the  whole  manner  in  which  the 
Government  was  at  present  administer- 
ing the  Land  Act  of  1903.  Last  year 
there  was  something  over  £13,500,000 
worth  of  land  for  sale  in  Ireland. 
Another  year  had  passed  and  the 
Government  did  not  provide  more  than 
£5,000,000,  with  this  result,  that  taking 
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into  account  estates  that  had  been  pur- 
chased but  not  yet  settled  for  by  the  Con- 
gested Districts  Board  and  the  Estates 
Commissioners,  there  was  at  present 
almost  £30,000,000  worth  of  land  waiting 
to  be  paid  for  by  the  Government.  He 
was  sorry  to  have  to  say  that  it  was  be- 
coming increasingly  plain  that  the  policy 
of  th3  present  Government  was  only 
part  of  a  larger  policy  to  strangle  and 
hang  up  voluntary  land  purchase  in 
Ireland.  There  were  100,000  tenant 
farmers  who  had  purchased  their  farms, 
some  of  them  so  far  back  as  four  years, 
and  who  were  waiting  very  patiently 
indeed  considering  the  circumstances  in 
the  hope  that  the  Government  would 
provide  the  means  of  pl^Ccing  them  on 
the  land  as  occupying  owners.  He  was 
sorry  th^t  this  state  of  affairs  should 
exist.  He  was  not  going  to  attempt  to 
emulate  the  violent  language  used  by 
the  last  speaker  below  the  gangway. 
An  hon.  Member  who  informed  a  Minister 
that  if  his  demand  was  not  complied  with 
the  people  would  take  the  law  into  their 
own  hands  used  a  distinct  and  unmis- 
takable threat.  Then  the  hon.  Member 
went  on  to  say  again  that  if  the  problem 
was  not  dealt  with  it  would  assume  an 
importance  it  had  not  assumed  before 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  took  office. 
He  hoped  the  Chief  Secretary  would 
not  be  intimidated  by  such  language. 
He  was  happy  to  acknowledge  that  it 
was  in  startling  contra'^t  to  the  staf/e- 
mcnts  made  by  the  tnree  Nationalist 
Members  who  had  previously  addressed 
the  House.  He  had  every  desire  to 
associate  himself  with  most  of  what  had 
fallen  from  them  in  approval  of  the  work 
of  the  Congested  Districts  Board,  and  he 
regretted  that  there  was  so  much  work 
for  such  a  Board  to  do  in  Ireland. 
Unionist  Members  from  Ireland  did  not 
happen  to  have  included  in  any  of  their 
coristitucucies  any  congested  districts, 
but  that  ho  hoped  did  not  make  them  the 
less  sympathetic  with  the  needs  of  such 
districts,  and  they  regretted  that  so 
much  needed  to  be  done  for  them.  He 
respectfully  urged  that  sufficient  funds 
might  be  in  some  way  or  other  found  for 
continuing  the  necessary  allowances  to 
these  parish  committees.  They  were 
doing  the  most  excellent  work.  He  was 
happy  to  think  that  as  regarded  the 
great   problem  of   tuberculosis   a   much 
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healthier  and  more  hopeful  spirit  pre- 
vailed in  Ireland,  and  in  so  far  as  sanitary 
improvements  and  improving  the  dwell- 
ings of  the  people  was  concerned  they 
would  be  only  too  pleased  to  associate 
themselves  with  the  request  that  at  least 
in  this  lesser  degree  the  demand  which 
had  been  made  to  the  Chief  Secretary 
might  be  conceded.  He  had  only  to  add 
that  they  were  not  out  of  sympathy  with 
the  demand  that  had  been  made,  but  they 
were  anxious,  in  whatever  further  grants 
were  made  in  this  connection,  that  the 
legitimate  demands  of  the  tenant  pur- 
chasers who  had  made  voluntary  ar- 
rangements with  their  landlords  should 
not  have  their  claims  further  delayed,  or 
be  unreasonably  dealt  with  as  they  un- 
doubtedly at  present  were  by  the 
Grovemment. 

Mr.  HUGH  LAW  (Donegal,  W.)  said  it 
would  be  evident  to  everybody  who 
had  followed  the  debate  that  it  formed  a 
most  curious  and  ironical  commentary 
upon  the  pretensions  of  that  House  to 
deal  with  Ireland  in  such  a  way  as  to  do 
everything  which  Ireland  could  do,  if 
she  were  firee  to  do  it,  for  herself.  In 
every  quarter  of  the  House  there  had 
been  complete  unanimity.  It  was 
true  that  the  last  speaker  had 
thought  it  necessary  to  challenge 
them  about  one  or  two  phrases,  but 
they  could  hardly  have  expected  he 
would  make  a  speech  without  doing  that. 
Their  demand  was  put  forward  in  a  very 
moderate  fashion.  It  was  supported 
from  the  benches  opposite,  and  by 
the  right  hon.  Member  for  South 
Dublin;  there  had  been  no  note  of 
dissent,  and  the  Chief  Secretary  had 
agreed  that  the  work,  which  they  were 
only  asking  should  not  be  stopped, 
was  not  only  useful  and  desirable, 
but  absolutely  necessary — work  which 
must  be  done  sooner  or  later  and  which 
ought  to  be  done  sooner  ^-ather  than 
later,  if  the  very  object  itself  was  not 
to  be  entirely  defeated.  And  yet  in 
spite  of  that  they  were  told  nothing 
rould  be  done.  They  had  made  three 
demands.  They  had  asked,  in  the  first 
place,  that  the  work  of  the  parish  com- 
mittees should  not  be  suspended; 
secondly,  that  negotiations  «actually  set  on 
foot,  and  almost  completed,  for  the  sale 
of    particular     estates    should    not    be 
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broken  ofi ;  and  thirdly,  that  the  pledges 
to  which  that  House  stood  committed 
to  deal  with  the  Western  problem  in 
a  large  spirit  should  be  carried  out.  On 
all  these  three  points  all  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary was  in  a  position  to  say  apparently 
was  :  "  We  will  not  stop  the  work.  We 
will  not  go  back  upon  what  we  have 
actually  promised  in  the  case  of  these 
six  or  seven  estates."  That  certainly 
was  a  most  curious  commentary  upon 
the  government  of  Ireland  by  that  House. 
With  regaid  to  the  work  of  the  parish 
committees  about  which  there  was  abso- 
lute unanimity,  could  anybody  suppose 
that  if  it  were  a  matter  of  similar  impor- 
tance to  Great  Britain,  work  of  that 
character  could  be  stopped  for  a  matter 
of  some  £11,000  ?  An}i:hing  more  cal- 
culated to  make  the  people  of  Ireland 
bitter  he  could  not  imagine  than  such  a 
spectacle  as  they  had  had  that  after- 
noon. The  parish  committee  work  had 
shown  promise  of  being  fruitful  in  a  new 
direction.  Quite  recently  the  Gaelic 
League  had  made  arrangements,  he 
thought  with  a  local  doctor  in  Conne- 
mara,  to  visit  the  homes  of  the  people  to 
instruct  them  in  the  precautions  to  be 
taken  against  the  spread  of  consumption, 
basing,  as  he  ur.derstood,  the  whole  of 
his  treatment  upon  tne  system  carried 
out  by  the  parish  committees.  He 
did  not  know  what  the  effect  on  a  scheme 
of  that  kind  would  be  of  the  withdrawal 
of  these  grants,  but  he  was  afraid  it 
would  be  disastrous.  He  hoped  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  would  be  en- 
couraged by  this  debate  to  press  the 
demands  of  Ireland  and  tnat  he  would 
not  take  it  as  hostile  to  himself.  They 
all  believed  he  was  most  anxious  to  do 
all  he  possibly  could  within  the  very 
limited  powers  he  had  to  improve  the 
condition  of  the  country  over  whose 
government  he  presided.  He  hoped  the 
result  of  the  debate  and  of  the  unanimity 
that  had  been  shown  would  be  to  en 
courage  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to 
bring  further  pressure  to  bear  upon  the 
Treasury  to  grant  what  was  after  all  a 
very  moderate  demand,  a  demand  simply 
for  a  small  temporary  grant  to  enable 
the  good  work  of  the  Congested  Districts 
Board  to  be  carried  on  pending  further 
legislation. 

Mr,  Hugh  Law, 


Mr.    CAKLILE     (Hertfordahiie,    St 
Albans)  said  that  no  one  who  had  visited 
the  West  of  Ireland  would  be  likely  to 
rise  in  that  debate  with  other  than  a  truhr 
sjonpathetic  feeling  towards  the  work  of 
the     Congested    Districts    Board.    He 
remembered  visiting   most  of  the  con- 
gested districts  in  the  West  of  Ireland, 
and  he  confessed  that   he   found  there 
a  picture  which  did  not  agree  with  that 
which  had  been  placed  before  the  Houae 
by  hon.  Members  below  the    gangwaj, 
who   always   pitched   their    descriptions 
in  such  a  very  sorrowful  and  moonifDl 
tone  that  one  would  suppose  they  woe 
in  a  most  distressful    condition.    Ilat 
was  not  the  result  of  his   observations 
in  Ireland.    Casting  back  one's  mind  to 
1879  and  1880  and  contrasting  the  con- 
dition then  and  now  obtaining,  nothing 
could  be  more  marked    than   the  vast 
improvement    which     was     largely    the 
result  of  the  excellent  work  of  this  Boaii 
In  the  years  1879  and  1880  in  the  depth 
of  winter  he  went  from  one  little  holding 
to  another  to  see  for  himself  what  the 
real  condition  of  the  people  was,  with  i 
view  to  getting  them  assistance  in  diis 
country.    That  he  was  pleased  to  say  he 
was  able  to  obtain  to  the  extent  of  some 
hundreds  of  pounds.    Comparing  the  then 
condition  of  things  with  the  present  state 
of  affairs  the  cottages  were  vastly  im- 
proved, outbuildings   had    been    added, 
and  altogether  there  was  a  condition  of 
things  which  was  extremely  satisfactoiy 
and  most  gratifying  to  the  visitors  who 
took  thi  trouble  to  inspect  the  districts 
It  was  very  gratifying  to  find  that  in 
every  quarter  of  the  House  there  was 
a  desire  to  forward  this  good  work.    He 
regretted   that    the    hon.   Member    for 
South  Roscommon  should  have  sounded 
a   jarring   note.    He  was  the   first    to 
do  so  and  it  was  a  great  pity,  having  so 
good  a  case  which  needed  no  action  of 
that  kind,  that  the  hon.  Member  should 
have  inserted  in  his  speech  what  they 
felt    on    those    benches    constituted    a 
definite  and  distinct  threat  to  the  Chiff 
Secretary.    The  hon.  Member  had  stated 
that  whereas  at  present  the  people  were 
disposed  to  be  orderly  and  law  abiding 
the  condition  of  things   would  be  very 
different  if  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  did 
not  get  this  money  apparently  by  hook 
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or   by   crook.      That   was   a   deliberate 
threat   which  he   hoped  would  be   ab- 
solutely ignored.     The  hon.  Member  had 
done  a  serious  dis-service  to  his  cause  by 
the  language  he  had  used,  although  he 
felt  sure  that  the  general  affect  of  the 
debate  would  be  to  express  united  sym- 
pathy with  this  work  and  a  desire  that 
it   might  go   on.    Reference   had   been 
made  to  the  work  of  the  parish  com- 
mittees.   He  had  had  plenty  of  oppor- 
tunities of  observing  their  work,  and  he 
had   no   hesitation  in  saying  that  that 
branch  had  been  admirably,  economically, 
and  efficiently  carried  out.     It  must  be 
satisfactory  to  hon.  Members  in  every 
part  of  the  House  to  know  that  the  con- 
dition of  things  in  that  part  of  Ireland 
was  improving.     He  trusted  they  would 
hear  nothing  about  extortionate  threats, 
because  the  work  was  too  good  to  be 
assisted  by  such  methods.     They  were 
all  agreed  that  apparently  the  funds  at 
the   disposal   of    this    Board    w  re    in- 
sufficient.     Whatever  those  funds  were 
more  might  be  used  for  purposes  of  that 
kind.     They   always  noticed  that  hon. 
Members  below  the  Gangway  came  to 
the  House  more  or  kss  in  forma  pauperis 
so  far  as  money  grants  were  concerned, 
and  he   was   afraid  they   were  getting 
rather  hardened  to  that  kind  of  thing. 
He  hoped  the  work  of  the  Congested 
Districts  Board  might  go  on  with  that 
careful  attention  to  detail  in  all  branches 
of  its  work.     When  the  Royal  Comnnssion 
had  finished  its  Report  he  hoped  there 
might  be  further  steps  taken  towards 
relieving  what  was  undoubtedly  a  con- 
siderable   amount    of    congestion    and 
distress. 

Mr.  CONOR  O'KELLY  (Mayo,  N.) 
said  he  intervened  in  the  discussion  for 
one  moment  in  order  to  a  k  one  or  two 
Questions  of  the  Chief  Secretary  about 
whih  he  had  given  him  notice.  He 
wi  had  to  know  if  one  of  the  largest  p  o- 
perties  in  the  West,  the  Blos-e  property, 
was  included  in  the  Ust  of  those  six  or 
seven  estate ^  in  connection  with  which 
negotiation  >  for  their  purchase  by  the 
Congested  Districts  Bo  rd  had  to  be 
abandoned.  He  would  like  to  know 
when  tho^e  negotiations  were  ( ommenced, 
an  I  if  there  was  any  trath  in  the  rumour 
that  term 5  had  been  agreed  to  between 
the  Board  and   the   owner.     If  so,   the 
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right  hon.   Gentleman   might  have    no 
objection  to  state  the  term  3  agreed  upon. 

Mr.  BIRRELL  said  he  had  telegraphed 
for  the  information,  but  he  was  not  able 
to  answer  the  Questions  fullj.  The 
estate  referred  to  by  the  hon.  Member 
had  been  offered  for  sale  to  the  Con- 
gested Districts  Board,  but  it  had  not 
yet  been  inspected  on  behalf  of  the 
Board,  and  no  price  had  been  fixed. 
Whether  it  was  one  of  those  estates 
which  came  within  what  he  said  amounted 
to  £700  or  £800  he  did  not  know.  He 
did  not  really  think  the  matter  had 
gone  quite  so  far,  but  it  was  most  emi- 
nently desirable  that  that  estate  should 
be  purchased,  and  he  would  do  his  best 
to  see  that  the  transaction  was  carried 
out. 

Captain  CRAIG  (Down,^^E.)  said 
he  wished  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary, 
in  carrying  out  some  of  the  suggestions 
made  to-day  by  his  colleagues  below 
the  gangway,  not  to  allow  them  to 
interfere  in  any  way  with  a  point  which 
he  knew  was  causing  a  considerable 
amount  of  discontent  in  certain  parts 
of  Ireland  with  regard  to  the  allocation 
of  money  collected  by  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary's Department  in  order  to  pay  the 
instalments  on  the  land  purchased  under 
the  last  Act  of  1903.  A  considerable 
aAiount  of  money  was  lying  to  the  credit 
of  the  Chief  Secretary's  Department, which 
included  the  Congested  Districts  Board, 
which  had  been  coUected  from  the  tenants 
on  the  various  estates,  and  the  money 
was  not  paid  over  to  those  to  whom  it 
should  be  paid  until  a  long  time  after- 
wards. One  of  the  great  troubles  existing 
at  present  in  the  way  of  getting  land 
where  it  otherwise  might  be  had  arose  in 
consequence  of  the  way  in  which  thoEe 
who  had  already  sold  their  land  were 
being  treated.  He  was  sure  it  would 
astonish  some  hon.  Members  if  they  knew 
the  way  in  which  business  was  being 
carried  out.  After  a  large  property  was 
sold,  perhaps  on  terms  mutually  agreeable 
to  landlord  and  tenants,  there  inter- 
vened a  sort  of  interregnum  before  the 
Gk)vemment  could  produce  sufficient 
money  to  pay,  and  during  which  the 
money  was  not  paid  over  to  the  person 
who  sold  his  land.  Any  scheme  suggested 
for    the    alleviation    of    the     congested 
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districts  must  carr}'  with  it  the 
particular  question  of  the  interest  payable 
pending  the  settlement  with  the  'andlords. 
He  understood  that  the  interest  which 
they  received  meanwhile  was  nothing  like 
the  rate  they  could  get  if  their  money  was 
invested  in  a  good  security.  Not  only  was 
this  preventing  sales  under  voluntary 
schemes,  but  it  was  also  the  fact  that 
the  money  collected  by  the  Government 
from  the  tenantry  on  the  various  estates 
was  not  paid  over  to  the  landlord  until 
practically  the  whole  of  the  estate  rents 
had  been  collected.  There  was  practi- 
cally £20,000,000  or  £30,000,000  hanging 
over  the  heads  of  the  Government,  and 
when  they  collected  the  money  for  the 
sales  which  were  partially  completed 
they  waited  until  they  got  the  money 
from  the  whole  of  the  tenants  before  they 
paid  it  over  to  the  landlord.  This  was  a 
sort  of  niggardly  dealing  with  what  ought 
to  be  done  in  a  fair  and  generous  manner, 
and  it  was  undoubtedly  stopping  many 
tales.  It  was  not  only  a  question  of 
wrntof  funds  which  the  Government  was 
uiinble  to  supply,  but  also  a  rjuesiion  of 
the  way  in  which  the  machineiy  of  the 
Board  was  being  worked  at  Dublin  Castle. 
Jf  the  machinery  wiis  worked  in  a  proper 
spirit,  and  if  proper  treatment  wds  meted 
out  to  those  who  would  sell  to  the 
tenantiy  and  to  the  Congested  Districts 
Board,  the  Chief  Secretary  would  have 
much  less  trouble  in  obtaining  land  io\ 
any  scheme  he  had  in  view.  When  there 
was  added  to  the  difiiculty  of  securing 
suflicient  furds — and  he  did  not  see 
any  ( lianc  e  of  those  funds  being  increased 
in  the  immediate  future — the  fact  that 
the  organisation  at  the  present  time 
in  the  oflice  which  dealt  with  this  par- 
tic  ular  point  was  not  kept  up  to  a  high 
state  (jf  efliciciuy,  and  that  proper 
treatment  had  not  been  meted  out  to 
those  who  had  Jilready  sold  their  land, 
he  did  not  wonder  that  others  were 
prevented  from  selling  to  the  Congested 
Districts  Boaid.  He  hoped  the  Chief 
Secretary  would  take  into  consideration 
the  case  which  he  had  submitted,  so  that 
those  who  nad  already  sold  might  not 
be  penalised  by  havii  g  to  wait  four  or 
five  years  for  their  money.  If  tlie  money 
was  not  being  illegally  withheld,  it 
seemed  to  business  men  in  Ireland  that 
the  treatment  given  to  those  who  had 
sold  their  property  was  most  unjust. 

Captain  Craig, 


Mr.  DILIiON  said  lie  could  not  state 
that  he  was  satisfied  with  the  result  of 
the  debate.  The  House  was  absolutelv 
unanimous,  but  they  were  told  that 
nothing  could  be  done.  But  it  would  be 
absurd  for  him  to  press  his  Amendment 
for  a  reduction  of  the  Vote  to  a  division, 
and,  therefore,  he  asked  leave  to  with- 
draw it. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.     CLAUDE     HAY     (Shoreditch, 
Hoxton)    said   he    desired    to    ask   the 
Postmaster-General    for     some     further 
information  as  to  the  way  in  which  he 
was  carrying  out  the  recommendations 
of  the  Select  Committee  in   regard    to 
Post  Office  servants.     When  a  discussion 
took  place  in  the  House  some  time  ago 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  went  into  a 
number  of  the  points  and  promised  to 
give   further   information    about    them. 
He  himself   and  a   good   many    others 
were    very   much   disappointed    at    the 
delay  in  carrying  out  the  recommenda- 
tions of  the  Committee.     He  knew  well 
that  the  right  hon.   Gentleman   had  a 
very  laborious  task  in  dealing  with  all 
the   intricacies  in   connection    with   the 
various  recommendations.     Still  a  good 
many  months  had  now  elapsed  since  the 
Report  had  received  the  full  study  not 
only  of  the  Postmaster- General,  but  of 
his  advisers  at  the  Post  Office,  and  the 
delay  was,  he  thought  justly,    causing 
a   certain   amount  of  irritation   among 
some  sections  of  the  stafE.     He,  therefore, 
hoped  that  the  right  hon.   Gentleman 
would  be  able  to  give  the  House  an 
assurance    that    the    recommendations 
would  be  carried  out  at  a  very  early 
date.     Having  said  that,  he  must  refer 
to  his  treatment  of  some  of  the  classes 
in  the  Post  Office  to  whom  the  recom- 
mendations applied.    He  would  take  the 
case  of  the  engineers.     Recently  he  ad- 
dressed a  question  to  the  right  hon.  (3entle- 
man  with  the  view  of  ascertaining  what 
progress  had  been  made  with   lespect 
to  that  body  of  officers.     He  regretted^ 
very  much  to  find  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  taken  the  words  of  the 
h^elect  Committee  as  meaning  that  they 
did  not  intend  that  su'  -engine^iB  now 
serving  in  the  Post  Office  8bi>uld  rpcni 
any  benefit  from  the  C      init  iee'^  recoil 
mendations.    He  wac      rleetly  tiat 
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in  liii  own  mind — and  he  spoke  for  [all 
Tiis  colleagues  on  the  Committee — that 
it  was  the  intention  that  these  oj£cers 
•should  receive  substantial  benefit,  and 
that  it  should  not  be  confined,  as  he 
understood  the  right  hou.  Oentleman 
proposed  to  confine  it,  to  new  entrants, 
lie  did  not  propose  to  trouble  the  House 
by  reading  the  paragraph  in  the  Report, 
but  it  was  perfectly  clear  in  his  judgment 
that  it  was  the  intention  of  the  Com- 
mittee that  the  sub-engineers  should 
^forthwith  benefit,  and  that  the  benefit 
should  not  be  reserved  for  new  entrants. 
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The  postmaster-general  (Mr. 
"Sydney  Buxton,  Tower  Hamlets, 
Poplar) :  I  should  like  to  know  exactly 
from  the  hon.  Member  in  what  respect 
he  thinks  I  am  not  carrying  out  the 
xecommendations  of  the  Committee.  I 
have  really  not  been  able  quite  to  seize 
the  point. 

Mr  CLAUDE  HAY  said  His  Question 
to  the  right  hon.  Grentleman  was — 

*'  Whether,  in  view  of  the  faot  that  in  his 
recent  circular  applying  the  recommendations 
of  the  Hobhouse  Committee,  the  present  officers 
of  the  sub-engineers  class  are  not  specificall}r 
mentioned,  it  is  his  intention  that  the  Com- 
mittee's recommendation  in  respect  to  these 
officers,  namely,  that  after  three  years  sub- 
en^neers  service,  provided  they  are  pronounced 
suitable  and  capable,  the^r  be  promoted  to 
second-class  engineerships,  is  to  be  applied  to 
existing  sub-engineers." 

€lause  490  of   the   Committee's  Report 
-stated    that    the     sub-engineers    should 
form    a    probationary   class   pure   and 
simple,    and    that  the   candidates   who 
passed   the   examination   qualifying   for 
second-class  engineerships  should  after- 
wards follow  certain  lines  of  work  and 
pay.     From  the  reply  which  the  Post- 
master-General gave  to  the  Question  on 
3rd  March,  he  understood  that  the. right 
hon.  Gentleman  had  taken  the  words  of 
the  paragraph  to  mean  that  the  benefit 
arrangement  proposed  in  the  paragraph 
should  apply  only  to  new  entrants.     He 
believed  he  spoke  the  view  of  all  his 
ooUeagues  on  the  Committee  when  he 
said  that  it  was  never  their  intention 
that  it  ahoiold  apply  only  to  n<    ^ 
triitits.    Tboy  <        '  > 
tHafc  the  ftub-o 
tioAlly  the  oeI 
nefiting  WDtt 
ind  tha  t4 


representations-hid  been  made  to  him  by 
that  class  setting  forth  their  case,  and 
even  if  for  the  sake  of  argument  he  ad- 
mitted that  his  contention  was  not 
correct,  he  would  suggest  that  they  were 
a  class  of  men  whose  case  was  deserving 
of  special  consideration.  If,  by  any  un- 
fortunate wording  of  the  Committee's 
Report,  the  view  taken  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  was  possible,  he  trusted  that 
an  assurance  would  be  given  to  the  House 
that  their  case  would  not  be  made  any 
the  worse  on  that  account,  but  that 
these  men  would  be  put  on  all  fours  with 
the  rest  of  the  Post  Office  stafi  in 
respect  of  the  recommendations.  He 
would  like  to  say  a  word  also  in 
regard  to  the  position  of  overseers.  This 
was  a  complicated  question,  and  he  did 
not  intend  to  go  into  the  details,  but  he 
had  to  express  his  profound  disappoint- 
ment at  the  interpretation  which  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  given  to 
the  recommendation  of  the  Committee. 
That  disappointment  was  very  greatly 
shared  by  these  very  efficient  and  trust- 
worthy officers.  On  22nd  November 
last,  the  London  Postal  Superintending 
Officers'  Association  addressed  the  Post- 
master-General, asking  him  for  an  eluci- 
dation of  the  recommendation  contained 
in  paragraphs  410  and  414  of  the  Select 
Committee's  Report.  The  Secretary's 
letter  contained  the  following — 

"  Paragraph  414  recommends  that  the  super- 
vision of  the  London  Postal  Service  should  be 
arranged  between  superintendents,  assistant 
superintendents,  second  class,  and  the  extracts 
from  the  evidence  contained  in  our  memorandum 
were  given  to  Rhow  that  in  our  judgment  the 
Select  Committee  intended  this  recommend- 
ation to  carry  with  it  the  equalisation  of  the 
London  and  provincial  supervising  conditions.*' 

The  case  was  clearly  put  by  a  depart- 
mental officer  of  high  position,  namely, 
Mr.    Bruce,   the   Controller,   who   when 
giviAg    evidence     for    the     department 
put  in  a  return  showing  that  the  super- 
vising  force   at   a    London    office    was 
greatly   below   that   of  the   Manchester 
office.      He  believed  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman's  application  ot  the  Report, 
so  far,  had  not  given  satisfaction.     He 
would  respectfully  suggest  to  the  right 
n.        ntleman   that  he.  should   sym- 
lly    consider     the    representa- 
i  been  made  to  him  with 
eting  the  desires  of  the 
recommended  by  the 
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Committee.  He  believed  that  he  was 
correct  in  saying  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  not  given  entire  satis- 
faction, and  he  asked  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  whether  he  could  not  meet 
the  views  which  had  been  put  forward 
with  great  care  in  the  various  docu- 
ments submitted  to  him.  He  earnestly 
asked  whether  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man would  consider  the  advisability 
of  granting  an  interview  to  the  men. 
So  far  they  had  not  had  any  important 
information  from  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man as  to  the  progress  he  was  making 
in  the  treatment  of  the  sub-postmasters, 
although  he  could  not  but  think  that  that 
matter  had  engaged  his  close  attention. 
These  thousands  of  postal  servants  should 
be  put  out  of  the  misery  caused  by 
the  uncertainty  which  now  attached  to 
their  condition.  He  hoped  that  the 
recommendation  of  the  Committee  in 
regard  to  the  sub-postmasters,  which 
did  not  err  on  the  side  oi  generosity, 
would  be  carried  out.  All  the  evidence 
put  before  the  Committee  showed  that 
the  sub -postmasters  and  their  clerks 
deserved  the  fullest  consideration  and 
the  most  generous  treatment.  In  re- 
gard to  the  question  of  the  sanitation 
and  constructional  arrangements  of  the 
various  Post  Offices  throughout  the 
country,  to  which  he  attacned  the 
highest  possible  importance,  he  asked 
how  much  money  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man proposed  to  spend  from  this  Vote 
on  the  works  requisite  to  carry  out 
the  recommendations  of  the  Committee 
in  that  regard.  Many  small  works 
and  repairs  hitherto  executed  on  these 
Post  Office  buildings  by  His  Majesty's 
Board  of  Works  had  been  transferred  to 
the  Postmaster-General's  Department. 
He  hoped  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
would  give  the  House  some  information 
as  to  what  progress  he  was  making  with 
thatpartof  the  Report  which  laid  it  down 
as  a  matter  of  the  highest  importance  that 
the  Board  of  Works  should  have  nothing 
to  do  with  the  Postmaster-General, 
and  that  the  Postmaster-General  should 
be  master  in  his  own  house.  He  was 
bound  to  say  that  on  the  last  occasion 
when  he  had  raised  this  question  the  Post- 
master-General had  not  given  him  all  the 
encouragement  he  should  have  liked. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  rather  indicated 
that  this  was  r.  matter  which  should  be 

Mr,  Claude  Hay. 


proceeded   with   cautioufily    and  slowly 
before  he  could  get  rid  of  the  delays  caused 
by  the  Office  of  Works.     The  right  hoa. 
Gentleman  did  not  answer  the  question 
put  to  him  in  regard  to  the  chief  medical 
officer  of  the  Post  Office.      Was  there  in 
this  Vote  any  amount  taken,  for  the  in- 
crease of  that  officer's  salary  which  thev 
knew  had  been  given  to  him  ?     He  was 
also  anxious  to  ascertain  whether  that 
officer    still    held   the    appointment  of 
medical  officer  to  the  Civil  Service  Stores 
and   the   Army    and   Navy    Stores,  or 
whether  the  right  hon.   O^tleman  had 
acted  on   the   view  of    the    Committee 
that  in    their  judgment   it   was   highly 
improper     that      a     chief      officer    of 
the  Post  Office  should  hold  outside  ap- 
pointments   which    might    make    some 
inroad  on  his  time.    The  evidence  of  the 
chief  medical  officer,  on  which  the  Com- 
mittee made  strong  conmients,  showed 
that  many  of  the  evSs  in  connection  witl 
the  insanitation  of  Post  Office  buildings 
was  due   to  the   fact   that  the  medical 
staff  was  insufficient  for  the  work,  and 
that  Dr.  Wilson  had  not  time  to  make 
the  necessary   inspection.     Lastly  came 
the  question  as  to  the  Treasury  control 
of  the   Post   Office  Department.        He 
thought  that  not  only  the  Committee,  but 
a  great  number  of  Members  on  both  sides 
of  the  House  were  convinced  that  unless 
the   Postmaster-General    was    master  of 
his  own  accounts,  unless  he  was  able  to 
run  his  own  business,  he  would  really 
never  be  able  to  serve  the  public  effi- 
ciently.   And  what  was  more,  he  would 
never  be  able  to  handle  the  staff  in  a 
satisfactory  manner.    He  was  sure  that 
the  delays  and  expense  caused  by  the 
meddlesomeness  of  the   Treasury   must 
make  the  life  of  the  Postmaster-General 
and  his  officials  almost  unbearable.     The 
Postmaster-General  had  to  bargain  and 
negotiate  with  and  be  more  or  less  a  serf 
of  the   Treasury.    He  remembered  the 
last  time  the  subject  was  discussed  the 
occupants  of  the  benches  opposite  were 
very  sympathetic  in  their  observations 
as  to  the  relations  which  existed  between 
the     Treasury     and     the     Post    Office 
authorities  and  that  they  thought  they 
should  be  reconsidered.    From  what  the 
Committee    had   said   in   their   Report 
and   from  what    had  fallen    in  debate 
from    hon.    Members   in   the   House  it 
had  been  shown  that  this  was  a  matter 
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not  oaly  within  the  range  of  practical 
politics  but  within  the  immediate  vision 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman ;  and  he 
hoped  that  this  year  they  would  see 
much  greater  freedom  given  by  the 
Treasury  to  the  Postmaster-General. 
If  that  were  so,  he  was  convinced  that 
not  only  would  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
find  his  labours  less  arduous,  but  there 
would  be  greater  content  amongst  the 
«taff,  and  he  would  be  able  to  make 
further  arrangements  for  the  convenience 
of  the  public. 

♦Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON  :  I  will,  in 
reply,  take  the  matters  referred  to  by  the 
hon.  Gentleman  in  the  reverse  order 
to  that  in  which  he  stated  them. 
As  to  the  relations  between  the  Treasury 
and  the  Post  Office,  that,  of  course,  is  a 
very  delicate  question,  and  I  do  not  think 
it  is  one  he  will  expect  me  to  discuss  on 
the  present  occasion.  Everyone  feels 
the  grip  of  the  fetters  of  the  Treasury, 
and  naturally  the  Postmaster- General 
would  like  to  have  greater  freedom 
in  dealing  with  various  matters  that 
arise.  But,  after  all,  the  Treasury  is 
the  guardian  of  the  public  purse. 

Mr.  GEORGE  FABER  (York)  drew 
attention  to  the  fact  that  forty  Members 
were  not  present. 

House  counted  ;  and  forty  Members 
being  found  present — 

♦Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON :  So  far  as  1 1 
recollect,    when   this   question   was   dis-  i 
cussed,  when  sitring  on  that  side  of  the  \ 
House   I   have    never  spoken  or  voted 
upon  it.     The  next  point  referred  to  by  i 
the  hon.  Gentleman  was  as  to  the  relations  j 
between  the  Board  of  Works   and  the  ' 
Post   Office.      It  is  desirable,  no  doubt,  ' 
that  the  Post  Office  should  be  practically  | 
placed    in     possession    of     a    sum     for  , 
repairs,  but  that  is  still  a  matter  of  con-  | 
sideration  b/    the  Treasury,  the   Board  , 
of    Works,    and    the    Post    Office,    and 
nothing     has     been     definitely     settled. 
As  to  the  sanitation   part  of  the  hon. 
Gentleman's  question,  we  have  given  the  i 
matter   the   greatest   possible   attention, 
and    have     received     every     assistance 
from  the  Board  of  Works.     We  have  also  | 
had    f>eriodic8l    meetings    between    our 


officers  and  the  officers  of  the  Board  of 
Works. 

Mr.  CLAUDE  HAY  :  That  Committee 
was  appointed  when  thi ;  Select  Committee 
was  sitting. 

♦Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON:  The  fact 
that  the  Committee's  attention  was 
drawn  to  the  matter  was  very 
effective  in  having  all  the  points  con- 
sidered. I  do  not  think  there  is  now 
any  cause  of  complaint  to  be  made  in 
regard  to  sanitation.  We  are  doing  the 
best  we  can  to  improve  the  sanitation 
of  all  the  Post  Office  buildings  where 
improvement  is  required.  With  refer- 
ence to  the  chief  medical  officer,  his 
salary  is  on  the  Estimates.  That 
gentleman  wrote  to  me  after  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  Committee  was  pub- 
lished, saying  that  he  was  about  to 
cease  to  be  the  paid  officer  of  the  two 
associations  referred  to  by  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber, and  that  he  wo  aid  then  remain 
only  the  paid  officer  of  the  Post  Office. 

Mr.  CLAUDE  HAY:  Do  I  under- 
stand that  the  £20,000  recommended  in 
the  Report  has  not  been  taken  on  these 
Estimates  ? 

♦Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON  :  No,  Sir ; 
this  matter  is  still  under  the  considera- 
tion of  the  three  Departments  concerned. 
Then  my  hon.  friend  asks  me  with 
rigard  to  another  matter,  the  delay 
there  has  been  in  carrying  out  some 
of  the  recommendations  contained  in 
the  Report  of  the  Committee.  I  think 
he  will  recognise  that  it  has  been  really 
a  gigantic  task  of  reorganisation  which 
has  been  carried  out  by  the  Department 
and  myself,  and  I  can  assure  him  that  no 
delay  has  been  incurred  which  co  jld  be 
avoided.  Dela  v  will  not  affect  any  existing 
officer,  because  he  knows  that  if  he  has 
not  yet  been  dealt  with,  any  increase 
of  salary  or  improvement  of  status  will 
date  back  to  1st  January,  and]that  no 
advantage  vnW  be  lost^to  him  by  the 
delay.  With  the  exception  of  a  certain 
amount  of  classification]  I  ]  do  not  think, 
except  lA  regird  to  the  smaller  classes, 
and  in  regard  to  sub- postmasters,  that 
any  questions  are  outstanding.  Then 
there  are  two  other  points.  One  was 
as  to  the  sub-engineers,   but  I  confess 
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843  Ihey  get  a  considerable  increase. 
They  get  an  important  minimum  in- 
crease   of    £10,    and    their     promotion 


that,  even  after  listening  to  what  thehon.  \  January  and  they  will  receive  all  tk 
Member  said,  I  still  think  the  recom-    advantages  due  to  their  position- 
mendations  of  the  Committee  applied  to 

future  entrants  only.  But  I  will  look  ♦Mr.  GUINNESS  (Buiy  St.  Edmunds) 
into  the  matter  again.  My  desire  has  |  said  that  before  the  Hoiifle  left  the  Port 
been  to  carry  out  to  the  full  the  ,  Office  Estimates  he  wished  again  to  cJl 
recommendations  of  the  Committee,  the  attention  of  the  Postmaster-Geneial 
As  regards  the  London  postal  over- !  to  the  matter  of  political  organiBationiin 
seers,    I  do  not  quite  grasp  his  point,    the  Post  Office  which  was  debated  on 

last  Monday  evening.     After  that  debate 
even  that  section  of  the  Press  which  sup- 
ported  the  right  hon.    Gentleman  was 
is  also  improved  in  addition  to  their  !  in  favour  of  having  some  further  light 
pay,  and  I  do  not  think  they  come  out     '  ^  *^   ' 

badly  under  the  recommendations  of  the 
Committee.  As  to  the  deputation,  I 
WEB  quite  willing  to  see  them  if  there 
\vere  any  points  to  be  discussed,  but 
the  points  appeared  from  the  correspond- 
ence to  [dwindle  down  to  those  in  regard 
to  which  they  wanted  no  further  informa- 
tion. As  to  the  actual  scale,  I  took  the 
recommendations  of  the  Committee  to 
the  fullest  possible  extent.  As  to  the 
flub-postmasters,  the  hon.  Member  will 
lecollect  that  the  Committee  gave  addi- 
tional time  for  the  consideration  of  their 
case;    the    matter    is    extremely 


thrown  upon  the  matter.  The  Dot/y 
New8  of  Tuesday  said  that  the  matter 
could  not  be  left  in  the  present  position 
and  it  ought  to  be  referred  to  a|[ain  and 
satisfactorily  cleared  up.  The  dnf t  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman's  argument  had 
been  that  the  rules  of  the  Post  Office 
forbade  the  formation  of  any  association 
of  Post  Office  servants  which  wbb^ 
part  of  a  larger  organisation,  and  he 
vetoed  the  proposed  Post  Office  Habita- 
tion of  the  Primrose  League,  because 
they  shared  officers  and  shared  an  organi- 
sation which  extended  to  the  whole 
country.  No  doubt  the  right  hon. 
plicated  and  will  take  time.  But  as  a  !  Gentleman  thought  at  the  time  of  thia 
matter  of  fact,  it  does  not  much  matter,  |  decision  that  he  was  adopting  a  logical 
because  the  new  scale  dates  from  the  new  I  attitude,  but  he  was  probably  not  then 
revision,  so  they  are  not  prejudiced  by  j  aware  of  the  peculiar  case  of  the 
the  delay.  A  short  time  ago  I  had  the  1  Fawcett  Association,  which  was  brought 
honour  of  meeting  a  deputation  of  the  .  up  in  the  House  after  he  had  made  his 
sub-postmasters;  I  had  a  very  long  j  statement.  The  Postmaster-General  had 
and  satisfactory  interview  with  them,  |  not  dealt  with  the  fact  that  the  Fawcett 
and  I  hope  before  very  long  to  be  aMe  '  Association  had  sent  representatives  to 
to  settle  the  questions  which  affect '  the  Labour  Conference,  which  surely 
them  on  satisfactory  terms.  I  think  at  i  proved  that  they  were  not  an  independent 
the  interview  we  were  able  to  thresh  the  |  body  existing  only  within  the  Post  Office, 


com- 


matter  out  and  arrive,  on  the  whole,  at 
a  satisfactory  conclusion  to  both  sides. 
These  are  the  points  which  the  hon. 
Gentleman  has  raised;  I  have  not  the 
least  objection  to  his  having  done  so,  and 
I  promise  him  I  will  look  into  the  subject 
of  the  sub-engineers  and  if  he  can  throw 
any  further  light  upon  it  I  shall  be  glad. 
As  to  the  porters,  there  are  about  10,000 
still  in  suspense,  and  the  matter  of 
classification  is  being  proceeded  with. 
As  soon  as  possible,  I  shall  issue  another 
classification,  but  that  depends  upon  the 
results  of  the  Boa  id  of  Trade  examina- 
tions and  it  must  take  some  time.  I  do 
not  desire  to  delay  in  any  way,  but 
again  I  say  no  one  is  prejudiced,  because 
any  advantages  will   date  back   to   1st 

Mr,  Sydney  Buxton. 


but  were  part  of  a  larger  and  comprehend 

sive  labour  organisation  which  embraced 

the    whole    country.     The    right    hon* 

Gentleman  defended  himself  from  any 

charge  of  partiality,  and  he  was  sure  they 

on  that  side  of  the  House  did  not  think 

I  he  had  taken  the  course  of  which  they 

;  c:omplained,  with  the  idea  of  favouring  any 

I  particular  political  organisation.     There 

were  so  many  organisations  within  the 

Post  Office,  and  it  was  apparently    so 

impossible    for   the    Postmaster-General 

to   be  informed  of  the  details  of  all  their 

( onstitutions,  that  he  urged  thit  a  change 

in    the    system     was     necessary.      He 

thought   that  if  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 

'  man    adopted    the    course    of    putting 

an  end  to  all  existing  organisations  in 
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the  Post  Office  he  would  have  the  support 
of  the  House,  because  it  would  not  fetter 
the  individual  liberty  of  Post  Offi  e 
se  'vants  to  join  any  political  organisation, 
existin  i  indepsn  lently  of  the  Post  Office. 
The  other  alternative  was  to  allow 'equal 
rights  to  all  organisations  whatever 
they  were,  and  to  allow  them  aU  to  form 
Post  Office  bra  iches.  He  did  not  think 
anybody  could  possibly  support  the 
attitude  of  th  5  Government  in  this  matter, 
and  he  hoped  that  now  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  had  time  to  think  it 
over  he  would  see  that  the  present 
position  was  impossible,  that  the 
rules  had  not  been  carried  out  as  he 
laid  them  down  the  other  night, 
and  that  the  position  called  for  a  change 
in  one  of  the  two  directions  he  had 
mentioned. 

Sir  F.  BANBURY  (City  of  London) 
said  he  was  sorry  the  Chief  Secretary  for 
Ireland  had  gone  out  of  the  House,  be- 
cause he  would  have  liked  to  put  one  or 
two  points  to  him  in  regard  to  a  speech 
which  was  made  from  below  the  gang- 
way, but  he  saw  the  Patronage  Secretary 
there  and  no  doubt  he  would  be  able  to 
convey  to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
few  remarks  he  wished  to  make  upon 
those  points.  An  hon.  Member  below 
the  gangway  had  said  that  unless  more 
money  was  given  to  the  Congested 
Districts  Board  the  people  would  know 
the  reason  why.  There  was  some  dis- 
cussion as  to  whether  that  was  a  threat 
or  not,  but  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the* 
right  hon.  Gentleman  was  rather  given 
— he  would  not  say  to  use  threats,  but 
to  govern  Ireland  according  to  Irish 
ideas — he  believed  that  was  the  correct 
phraseology — he  must  say  that  the 
speech  of  the  hon.  Gentleman  filled  him 
with  alarm  because  he,  as  a  British  tax- 
payer, feared  that  further  inroads  would 
have  to  be  made  into  his  pockets,  and 
he  was  one  of  the  numeroiLs  band  of  poor 
people  who  were  pledged  to  find 
£150,000,000  for  Ireland,  and  he  did  not, 
however  excellent  the  Congested  Districts 
Board  was,  find  himself  very  anxious  to 
put  his  hand  in  his  pocket  to  find  more 
money  for  that  country.  An  hon.  Mem- 
ber had  observed  that  it  was  like  Oliver 
Twist,  always  in  a  state  of  asking  for 
more,  but,  unlike  Oliver  Twist,  it  got 
what  it  asked  for.     He  hoped  the  right 


hon.  Gentleman  would  convey  to  the 
Treasury  a  request  from  some  Members 
of  this  House  that  they  did  not  want  to 
increase  the  grants  to  Ireland.  They  were 
voting  £21,000,000,  and  there  were  present 
only  two  Members  of  the  Government 
and  one  hon.  Gentleman  on  the  other 
side  of  the  House,  who  was  their  sup- 
porter, and  others  who  might  be,  but 
it  was  difficult  to  tell  in  these  days. 
Either  by  the  Rules  of  the  House,  or  by 
tacit  consent,  at  a  quarter-past  eight 
they  were  going  to  Vote  this  money  in 
that  condition  of  the  House.  With  regard 
to  the  prevalence  of  glanders,  the  Board 
of  Agriculture  should  take  steps  to  stop 
the  further  spread  of  the  disaase.  He 
complained  of  the  discourtesy  of  the 
Government  in  having  no  one  present 
to  answer   questions  on  the  subject. 

Resolution  a^eed  to. 


EIGHT  HOURS  WORKING  DAY. 
Mr.  CLYNES  (Manchester,  N.E.)»in 
moving — "That,  in  the  opinion  of  this 
House,  the  time  has  arrived  when,  in  the 
interests  of  the  workers  generally,  and  in 
view  of  the  present  large  number  of  un- 
employed, the  working  day  in  all  trades 
and  industries  should  be  limited  by 
law  to  a  maximum  of  eight  hours,  ^' 
said  the  proposal  embodied  in  the 
Resolution  had  the  merit  of  being 
an  old  one.  It  had  for  many  years 
received  the  almost  unanimous  support 
of  the  organised  workers  of  the  country. 
It  had  been  discussed  at  scores  of  con- 
ferences and  congresses,  and  was  not  a 
proposal  which  was  kept  before  the 
public  mind  by  the  energy  or  activity 
of  labour  advocates.  The  Labour  Party 
submitted  it  to  the  House  as  a  serious 
and  reasonable  proposal  connected  with 
existing  industrial  and  social  conditions. 
He  was  not  going  to  consider  the  extrava- 
gant fancies  and  stupid  arguments  against 
it,  such  as  the  rrguments  that  at  the 
i  stroke  of  the  eighth  hour  the  fireman 
'  would  stop  attending  to  a  fire,  or  the 
lifeboat  man  would  stop  going  to  sea. 
I  Such  arguments  were  too  ridiculous  to 
;  waste  the  time  of  the  House  upon  or 
to  ask  them  to  consider.  The  Labour 
[  Party  would  not  oppose  proper  and 
reasonable  regulations  to  make  due 
provision    for     seasonal    trades    which 
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would  safeguard  any  loss  either  of  pro- 
perty or  labour.  In  the  course  of  the 
discussion  no  doubt  arguments  would  be 
adduced  as  to  the  folly  of  interfering 
by  legislation  with  adult  labour.  But 
the  House  for  years  had  interfered  with 
adult  labour  by  legislation,  and  no 
such  argument  should  be  ogered  there. 
The  House  was  the  great  repository  of 
regulations  for  labour,  and  dealt 
daily  with  all  manner  ot  proposals 
to  restrict,  limit,  and  regulate  various 
social  and  trading  concerns  of  the 
nation.  He  was  not  sure  that  a  shorten- 
ing of  the  hours  of  that  House  itself 
would  not  be  a  good  thing  for  the  country. 
His  eyperience  of  it  led  him  to  believe  that 
the  output  would  thereby  improve  both 
in  quality  and  quantity.  The  President  of 
the  Board  of  Trade  had  recently  said 
he  would  be  glad  to  have  the  proposal 
applied  to  Cabinet  Ministers.  Bearing 
in  mind  the  mischief  some  of  them  had 
done,  there  would  be  no  objection  on 
the  part  of  the  Labour  Party  to  a  con- 
siderable limitation  ot  their  hours  of 
labour.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  some 
months  previously  had  drawn  a  picture  of 
the  distressed  condition  of  the  workers 
in  the  slate  quarries  district  in  this 
country.  He  described  the  distress  which 
prevailed,  and  told  his  audience  that  on 
account  of  their  unemployment  and  low 
wages  great  suffering  was  entailed  upon 
these  men.  He  finished  his  picture 
by  stating  that  two  men  who  were  em- 
ployers of  labour  in  the  slate- quarry  dis- 
tricts of  Wales,  received  in  profits  from  the 
labour  of  their  men  more  than  the  men 
received  altogether  in  the  course  of 
a  year's  work.  These  conditions  had 
a  very  close  relation  to  the  question 
of  the  hours  of  labour,  and  he  would 
later  submit  a  few  facts  to  show  how 
,the  results  of  the  efEorts  of  labour  found 
their  way  too  largely  into  the  pockets 
of  those  who  took  no  part  in  the  industries 
and  trades  of  the  country.  Between 
the  work  of  the  statesman  and  public 
servants  and  the  work  of  the  manual 
labourer  there  was  a  good  deal  of  difFer- 
ence.  Cabinet  Ministers,  for  instance, 
would  not  like  to  have  their  services 
interrupted  by  my  time  limit,  because 
there  was  a  sense  of  ]oy  in  their  work, 
a  sense  of  being  of  service  to  their 
country,  which  was  a  greater  reward 
than  any  emolument  attaching  to  their 

Mr.  Clynes, 


office.    Their    activity     did     not    arise 
from  any  sordid  motive.     So  that  great 
personal   pleasure   and    comfort  formed 
not  a  small  part  in  the  lives  of  men  en- 
gaged in  those  higher  branches  of  service, 
generally  termed   mental  labour.    Tbey 
were  the  men  who  had   holidays  and 
variety  in  their  work,    but   these  con- 
ditions  were  entirely   absent   from  the 
life   of  the   ordinary   industrial  dmdge 
who,  however,    was  a    necessity  in  the 
nation.      For    the    greatest     of    men, 
the  finest  of  orators,  the  best  of  public 
servants,  no  matter  how  full  of  abihty 
that  man  might  be,  must    come  dovm 
for  his  comfort,  and  for  his  daily  main- 
tenance  to   the   work    of    the    manual 
labourer  of  the  country.      He  put  it  to 
the  House  that  the  industrial  worken 
ought  not  to  be  worked  so   long,  paid 
such  meagre  wages,  or  treated  so  badlj 
as  they  were  to-day.    The  work  of  the 
manual  labourer  was  an  essential  element 
of  civilised  society.    When  any  proposal 
was  made  to  alter  the  hours  of  laboni 
the}  were  usually  met  by  the  statement 
that  such  changes  would    be    followed 
by  the  ruin  of  the  concerns  in  which 
such    alterations   were    made,    and   de- 
jected widows  and  persons  of  that  class 
were   held   up   as  being   dependent  on 
the   maintenance   of   the    present    state 
of  things  for  their  existence.     The  whde 
of  the  prophecies  made  as  regarded  the 
ruin  that  would  follow  from  the  adoption 
of  the  proposal  had  been   falsified  by 
events.     Many  firms  in  the  face  of  keen 
•competition    had    adopted     the     eight- 
hours  system  with  success.     There  were 
great    trades    and    industries     in     this 
country  worked  on  that  principle.     The 
principals  of  those  trades  had  not  waited 
for  State  regulations,  but  prompted  either 
by  public  duty  or  the  fact  that  they  saw 
some  advantage  to  be  derived  from  their 
action  they  had  established  the  eight-hour 
day  without  any  of  the  evil  consequences 
which    it    was    said    would    follow   it. 
The   Government  he  was    assured  had 
something  over  forty  thousand  workers 
at  present  on  the   eight-hours   system. 
That  arrangement  was  more  largely  the 
result    of    administrative     action    than 
the    outcome     of     legislation     in    that 
House.     Some    years    ago    when     this 
change   was  contemplated  it  was  con- 
sidered that  it  woidd  produce  greater 
regularity  of  attendance,  an  improvement 
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in     the      physical     condition     of     the 
workers,  with  a  consequent  increase  in 
their  powers  of  production.     As  the  cost 
of  production  had  not  been  increased  in 
other  cases,  it  was  calculated  it  would 
not  be  increased  in  Government  work- 
shops.    It  had  been  stated  by  the  War 
Office  that  these  anticipations  had  been 
justified,  that  no  extra  cost  had  been 
incurred   by  the   public,   and  that  the 
output  of  work  had  not  been  diminished. 
He  submitted  that  in  view  of  this  ex- 
perience in  the  case  of  both  Government 
servants  and  employees  of  private  firms, 
they  had  successes  which  offered  very 
substantial    arguments   in    favour   of   a 
legislative     eight-hours     day     for     the 
country.     The  House  was,  he  thought, 
prepared  to  approve  of   an  eight-hours 
day  by  law  for,   at  least,   the  miners. 
They  were  a  class  of  workers  for  whom 
he  claimed  no  special   right  to  speak ; 
still  he  thought  it  might  be  said  that 
they  had  hitherto  failed  in  their  agita- 
tion  and   in   their  efforts  to  effect  an 
arrangement    between    themselves    and 
their  employers.     They  had  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  before  their  hours  could 
be  properly  regulated  and  safely  fixed, 
legislation  would  have  to  be  the  force 
to  decide    those    conditions.      As   soon 
as   the    Bill   promoted    by    the   miners 
had  reached  a  point  when  its  passage 
appeared  to  be  a  certainty,  a  great  agita- 
tion had  been  raised,  and  efforts  were 
now  being  made  to  show  that  the  passing 
of  the  Bill  would  be  bad  for  the  workers 
themselves.     In  short  it  was  being  said 
that  if  they  lessened  the  hours  of  labour 
they  would   increase   the   price   of  the 
product,   because  the  output  would  be 
diminished.     But  in  the  last  three  or  four 
years  there  had  been  an  annual  increase 
in  the  output  of  coal  to  the  amount  of 
about  15,000,0^0  tons,  yet  the  price  had 
gone  up.     Now  if  they  were  told  that  a 
diminution  of  output  due  to  the  reduced 
hours   of   labour   would   bring   about   a 
consequent  rise  of  price,  how  was  it  that 
there  was  an  increase  of  price  with  an 
increase  of  output  ?     He  did  not  think 
that  the  House  would  be  deterred,  or 
that  the  country  would  be  scared,  by 
the  alarmists  who  were   now  declaring 
that  the  regulation  of  the  hours  would 
mean  an  increase  in  the  price  of  coal  to 
the  country.     He  was  well  aware  that 
other     reasons     were    'given.      It    was 


pointed  out  that  the  great  demand  on  our 
coal  by  foreign  countries  had  tended 
to  run  up  the  prices.  It  was  rather 
remarkable  in  these  days  of  inflated 
patriotism  that  the  English  householder 
and  manufacturer  should  be  made  to 
pay  more  for  his  coal  by  the  coalowner 
because  foreigners  wanted  our  coal.  He 
must  ask  the  House  to  remember  the 
dangers  and  fears  that  were  always 
pursuing  the  colliers  in  the  course  of 
their  work.  They  had  seen  at  Ham- 
stead  an  awful  lesson  of  how  the  collier's 
life  was  being  ever  carried  in  his  hands. 
At  such  a  time  they  were  all  full  of  pity 
and  sympathy  for  the  miner.  He  asked 
the  House,  not  only  in  behalf  of  the 
miners,  but  in  behalf  of  other  workers 
whose  occupations  were  very  dangerous, 
to  put  some  substance  into  their  sorrow 
by  giving  relief  and  lightening  the  burden 
which  the  working  classes  had  to  bear. 
He  wanted  to  say  one  or  two  words  in 
connection  with  the  cx)tton  trade.  The 
cotton  operatives  of  Lancashire  and  the 
adjacent  counties  some  years  ago  decided 
by  ballot  in  favour  of  an  eight-hours 
day  for  their  trade  as  well  as  others. 
Some  years  ago,  when  a  ballot  vote  was 
taken,  a  majority  of  the  Members  de- 
clared in  favour  of  an  eight-hours 
working  day.     They  said  now — 

"  The  matter  is  now  coming  to  the  front 
again.  At  the  last  International  Congress 
of  Textile  Workers  the  Lancashire  delegates 
voted  in  favour  of  the  proposal.  The  great 
extension  of  the  trade  by  the  erection  of  new 
mills  will  surely  brin^  the  question  more  within 
the  range  of  practical  politics,  as  there  is  certain 
to  be  much  short  time  working  whenever  a  de- 
pression comes.  By  a  unanimous  vote,  the 
Weavers*  Amalgamation  on  Saturday  passed 
a  resolution  expressing  an  opinion  that  the 
tim*»  was  opportune  for  a  reduction  in  the 
workincr  hours  in  textile  cotton  factories,  and 
requesting  their  central  Committee  to  bring 
before  the  United  Textile  Factory  Workers* 
Association  a  resolution  in  favour  of  a  reduction 
of  five  hours  each  week.  The  question  will 
again  receive  ample  discussion  when  it  comes 
before  the  members  of  the  United  Textile 
Factory  Workers'  Association,  and  if  it  receives 
the  assent  of  the  representative  body,  adet'^r- 
mined  effort  may  be  made  to  brin?  the  subject 
within  the  range  of  Parliamentary  action." 

It  was  presumed  by  those  who  had 
perhaps  no  experience  of  factory  life  that 
the  Lancashire  cotton  operatives  were 
generally  speaking,  very  well  off,  both  in 
point  of  money  and  labour.  To  those 
who  had  that  view  he  would  suggest  that 
they  should  read  the  manifesto  drawn  up 
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and  signed  by  the  accredited  repre- 
sentatives of  the  various  branches  of  the 
textile  dustry,  and  published  by  the 
officials  of  the  textile  trade  during  last 
year.  By  that  manifesto  they  empha- 
sised the  increasing  strenuousness  and 
difficulty  of  the  textile  operatives'  work 
— its  growling  dangers  and  the  sweated 
conditions  in  which  many  of  the  textile 
workers  found  themselves.  A  classic 
instance  of  excessive  hours  and  bad  treat- 
ment was  afforded  to  that  House  by  the 
conditions  and  pay  of  the  railway  workers 
of  the  country.  The  House  might 
remember  that  about  this  time  last  year 
they  were  asked  tp  consider  a  Motion  with 
regard  to  the  long  hours  of  railway 
servants.  Many  figures  were  given  dur- 
ing that  debate,  and  it  was  shown  that 
58,000  railway  servants  worked  not 
eight,  or  ten,  or  twelve  hours  a  day,  but 
thirteen  hours  a  day ;  21,000  worked 
fourteen  hours  per  day ;  8,000  worked 
fifteen  hours  a  day,  and  thousands  worked 
up  to  even  eighteen  hours  a  day.  It  was 
sometimes  said  by  way  of  explanation  or 
excuse  that  there  were  exceptional  causes 
for  these  hours — the  season,  the  weather. 
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was  really  more    dangerous    than  that 
of   mining.    There    was    another  trade, 
a  big  trade,  which  he    thought  entiidr 
escaped  notice  in  connection  with  tba 
question.      It   was   a    trade   which  was 
commanding  a  great  deal  of  attention  in 
the  way  of  public  discussion  at  the  present 
moment.       There    were      thousands  oi 
m  n  and  women  employed  in  brewerie 
and    distilleries,     hotels,     public-houses, 
restaurants  and  so  on,  who  were  worked 
scandalously  long  hours  ;  and  he  thought 
he  could,  with  the  approval  of  that  Hoiw, 
say  that  if  those  who  had  control  orer 
that  trade  and  its  various  branches  wm 
genuine  in  what  they  said  in  respect  to 
the  freedom  and  rights  and  interests  of  tlie 
working  classes,   they    should   set  some 
better  example  than  they  were  now  doing 
in  regard  to  the  hours  of  labour  of  tkir 
servants,  and  their  general  treatmoit  oi 
them  in  point  of  pay  and  conditions.  Th«D 
they  had  the  building  trade,  to  which  tk 
President  of  the  Local  Grovemment  Board 
had  made  special  reference.     In  his  speech 
at  the  gathering  of  the  Associated  Cham- 
bers of  Commerce  the  other  evening,  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  enjoined  upon  tb 
or  some  unforeseen  contingencies.     But  |  municipal  authorities  the  desirability  of 


the    Return    which    gave    these    figun  s 
related  to  the  middle  of  the  year,  to  the  ' 
month  of  June,  and  it  was  shown  during 
the  debate  that  if  the  railway  servant* 
were  called  upon,  through  some  sudden 


better  regulating  the  work  which  had  to 
be  done  in  painting,  decoration  and  so  on, 
of  public  offices  and  buildings.  He 
submitted  to  the  House  that  the  onlv 
way  in  which  such  regulations  could  be 


emergency,  some  special  reason,  to  work  imposed  was  by  some  statutory  limitation 
for  exceptionally  long  hours,  they  would  \  that  would  prevent  the  workers  in  the 
not  be  opposed  to  it.  It  had  been  said  building  trade  from  being  ove>rworked  in 
sometimes  that  the  long  hours  were  |  the  summer-time,  from  being  rushed  in  so 
worked  because  the  directors  of  the  many  months  of  the  year,  and  from  being 
railway  companies  were  not  able  to  find  |  starved  and  robbed  as  they  were  now 
men  to  fill  the  positions.     That  argument    during  the  winter  months.    He  had  con- 


contrasted  strangely  with  the  common 
boast  of  railway  directors  that  so  popular 
was  the  railway  service  that  it  was  always 
attracting  thousands  of  men  in  excess  of 
the  number  required,  and  that  they  had 
always  at  hand  practically  as  many  men 
as  they  wanted  if  all  their  employees  were 
to  cease  work  in  the  event  of  any  serious 
trouble  arising  between  them  and  the 
companies.  In  regard  to  the  work  of 
railway  servants,  he  might  mention  that 
dangerous  as  was  the  work  of  miners  it 
was  shown  by  the  figures  based  on 
accidents  and  deaths  in  connection  with 
the  work  of  railways  that  the  em- 
ployee.^ in  some  grades  of  railway 
woik   were  engaged  in  a  service  which 
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versed  with  both  employers  and  workmen 
in  the  building  trades  upon  the  argument 
so  often  brought  forward  that  the  work 
itself  must  necessarily  be  done  and  oould 
only  be  done  during  the  summer  months. 
Their  experience  was  that  much  of  the 
work  now  done  in  the  summer  could  be 
as  well  done  in  the  winter,  and  only  by 
legislative  action  could  this  regulation 
be  imposed  so  as  to  give  evenness  and 
balance  to  that  class  of  labour.  Other 
trades  and  industries  could  be  used 
for  the  purpose  of  argument,  but  it 
might  be  said  that  there  was  still 
the  difficulty  of  competition.  It  would 
be  asked,  whatever  would  they  do 
if  the  foreitjuers  overcame  them  because 
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they  imposed  an  eight-hours  day  or 
further  limited  the  hours  of  labour. 
They  would  probably  be  asked  how  would 
they  be  able  to  face  foreign  competition 
under  those  circumstances.  Leaving 
aside  the  whole  of  the  trades  he  had 
mentioned,  and  any  of  the  trades  which 
might  be  affected  by  foreign  competition, 
they  had  any  number  of  home  industries 
and  trade  occupations  in  no  way 
touched  by  even  home  competition.  There 
were  all  the  trades  and  occupations  in 
connection  with  the  railway  service, 
tramroads,  canals,  public  buildings,  build- 
ing trades  generally,  various  forms  of 
vehicular  traffic  work  and  other  trades 
in  which  there  were  hundreds  of  thou- 
sands employed,  the  regulation  of  whose 
hours  of  labour  would  provide  openings 
for  the  class  of  men  who  were  now  shut 
out  from  an  opportunity  of  work 
altogether.  Many  workmen  were  com- 
pelled now  to  work  a  week  and  a  half  al- 
most for  one  week's  wages.  So  much 
was  this  the  case  that  the  overtime 
system  had  grown  so  great  that  it  was 
now  known  in  many  trades  and  in- 
dustries as  systematic  overtime.  This 
was  the  condition  of  things  which  could 
only  be  removed  by  statutory  enactment. 
Then  there  was  the  shareholder.  It 
would  be  asked  what  were  they  going  to 
do  with  that  class  of  the  community  who 
were  dependent  for  their  living  on  their 
shares  and  dividends,  if  there  were  further 
burdens  imposed  upon  them.  The  share- 
holder had  his  first  concern,  and  all 
the  time  was  the  man  who  held  himself 
ready  to  do  his  share  of  work  for  whatever 
he  was  able  to  get  in  the  course  of  his 
life,  and  he  declined  to  give  undue  con- 
sideration to  that  class  who  expected 
that  another  class  should  labour  long 
and  unduly,  and  altogether  out  of  all 
reasonable  expectation  in  order  that  they 
themselves  should  have  their  shares  and 
returns  maintained  at  their  present  level. 
The  present  profit  from  trade  and  busi- 
ness afforded  ample  proof  of  the  way  in 
which  trades  could  stand  a  diminution  in 
the  hours  of  labour.  The  great  gains 
from  businesses,  the  ever-growing  profit 
of  the  men  at  the  head  of  vast  business 
concerns  showed  that  still  our  trades 
could  stand  any  such  proposal  as  they 
were  making  in  this  Motion.  He  would 
refer  for  a  moment  to  the  conditions 
which  existed  in  the  case  of  'that  great 


new  vessel  of  which  they  were  all  so 
proud,  the  "Lusitania."  It  had  been 
shown  in  connection  with  that  vessel  that 
the  coal  consumed  on  a  return  journey 
amounted  to  16,800  tons.  They  had 
royalties  in  this  country,  and  the  royalties- 
alone  paid  upon  that  tonnage  at  the^ 
rate  of  9d.  per  ton  in  the  course  of  a. 
return  journey  was  £630.  The  same 
vessel  employed  333  men  as  trimmers^ 
firemen,  greasers,  labourers  and  men 
doing  the  hard  task  down  in  the  hold 
of  the  boat.  The  total  wages  of  the 
whole  of  those  men  for  a  return  trip  for  a. 
fortnight's  labour  amounted  to  only 
£538  10s.,  or  less  than  the  royalty  re- 
ceived on  the  amount  of  coal  consumed, 
for  a  return  journey  of  that  vesseL 
In  view  of  those  facts  he  thought  the 
House  would  be  willing  to  accept  any 
proposal  which  would  tend  to  equalise 
the  burden  and  give  fair  play  to  the 
industrial  workers  of  this  country.  The 
Leader  of  the  Opposition  had  recently 
addressed  himself  to  this  subject,  and 
said  that  production  and  not  distribu- 
tion was  the  fundamental  fact.  The 
sentence  was  a  long  one,  but  that  was  the 
kernel  of  it.  In  his  view  the  great 
fundamental  fact  should  not  be 
merely  to  produce  wealth  but  equit- 
ably and  reasonably  to  distribute  the 
wealth  so  produced.  They  wanted  to 
give  the  working  classes  greater  facilities- 
for  rest  and  recreation  and  of  being  better 
men  and  women,  and  the  Motion  would 
tend  towards  securing  the  more  equitable 
distribution  which  they  desired.  The 
hon.  Member  for  North  Paddingtou 
had  presented  to  the  country  facts  and 
figures  which  he  had  not  seen  disputed^ 
going  to  show  that  one-third  of  the 
entire  income  of  the  United  Kingdom 
was  enjoyed  by  one-thirtieth  of  its  people. 
It  might  be  said  in  the  course  of  the 
debate  that  what  they  wanted  to  remedy 
this  evil  was  protection  and  tariff  reform. 
They  had  not  only  had  an  opportunity 
of  visiting  other  lands,  but  they  had 
also  excellent  newspaper  communica- 
tions to  provide  facts  to  shape  their 
judgment  upon  this  question.  Last  night 
one  of  the  newspapers  which  every 
evening  informed  them  that  tariff  refonu 
meant  work  for  all  contained  half  a 
column  of  the  most  distressing  news- 
which  any  person  could  read.  In  that 
paper  the  reader  was  informed  of  how  ia 


€75 


Eight  Hours 


{COMMONS} 


Working  Day. 


676 


Paris  men  and  women  were  living  under 
conditions  of  drudgery,  the  lives  of 
slaves  paid  at  the  lowest  possible  rates, 
even  when  compared  with  the  workers 
in  this  country.  It  also  stated  that  the 
hours  of  labour  in  Paris  were  more 
irksome  than  in  this  country.  In  his 
opinion,  the  best  way  in  which  to  deal 
with  foreign  competition  was  to  improve 
the  condition  of  English  workers  so  as 
to  make  them  more  efficient  rot  by 
overworking  them,  but  by  increasing 
their  capacity  for  productiveness  and 
improving  their  general  character  and 
power  to  make  wealth.  In  asking  the 
House  to  approve  of  this  Resolution  he 
contended  that  the  claim  of  humanity 
should  be  above  that  of  trade  or  commerce, 
I)ecause  in  considering  the  hours  of 
labour  they  were  considering  the  life 
of  human  beings.  When  they  were 
considering  what  ought  to  be  done  with 
this  class  of  people,  they  ought  not  to 
consider  them  as  profit  making  material 
on  which  the  commercial  stability  of 
the  nation  depended,  but  as  human 
l)eings  representing  the  life  of  the  country. 
In  conclusion  he  asked  the  House  to 
agree  with  the  proposition  that  the 
-establishment  of  an  eight-hours  day 
would  tend  to  equalise  the  burden  which 
now  so  heavily  pressed  upon  the  shoulders 
of  the  industrial  classes,  tend  to  diminish 
unemployment,  lessen  accidents,  and  im- 
prove the  character  and  the  outlook  for 
our  industrial  population. 

♦Mr.  KELLEY  (Manchester,  S.W.),  in 
seconding  the  Resolution,  said  that 
the  question  did  not  come  before  the 
House  in  exactly  the  same  position  as  it 
liad  come  before  trade  union  congresses, 
where  for  many  years  it, had  been  looked 
upon  as  a  hardy  annual.  He  thought 
it  was  fast  becomir.ft  a  hardy  vnnual 
as  lar  as  the  House  was  concerned, 
the  Resolution  having  been  moved  over 
and  over  again  by  Memb*;rs  repre- 
senting various  trades  and  industries. 
The  principle  hid  been  demanded  b} 
miners  and  bilkers  and  it  had  actually 
been  asked  for  by  the  attendants  in 
lunati'.  asylums,  and  wlion  a  principle 
had  got  that  f.ir  he  thought  it  was  time 
that  the  question  should  be  dealt  with 
in  the  House  of  Commons.  The  reascn 
they  were  asking  for  an  eight -hours 
day  or    a   forty-eight    hours    week  by 
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legal  enactment    was    that    those  wbo 
had  had  experience  in  the  labour  worW 
knew   the  difficulties,    trouble,  and  ex- 
pense of  obtaining  a  reduction  of  honn 
in  any  particular  trade.     Borne  years  ago 
he  was  engaged  in  a    movement  which 
asked    not    tor    a    forty-eight    but   a 
fifty-hours  week,  and   after  fighting  for 
sixteen  weeks,  losing  every  penny  they 
had  got,   mortgaging     the     future   and 
putting  the  General  Secretary  in  pawn 
at  the  bank,  they  had  to  give   up  toe 
struggle   as   useless   because    they  were 
not  strong  enough  to  carry  it  through. 
That  was  his  experience   in   regard  to 
demanding   a    fifty-hours  week,    and  i 
similar  experience  had  been  gone  through 
in     other    industries.     Therefore,     thev 
had  concluded  that  it  was  a  waste  ot 
energy  and  money  that  a  process  of  that 
kind  should  be  gone  through  when  com- 
mon sense  pointed  to  this  Hoube  having 
the  power  to  grant  a  concession  of  the 
kind  asked  for  as  an  act  of  justice  to  b? 
meted  out  without  undergoing  the  pain- 
ful process  he  had  described.     The  con- 
ditions of  labour  had  in  recent  years 
been    very    much    altered.     WheD    he 
worked  at  his  own  particular  trade  the 
conditions    were    altogether     different: 
new     machines    had    been    introduced, 
the    speed  of    old   machines    had  beeD 
very  much  increased,  and  as  a  result  the 
output  had  also  very  much   increased. 
He  ventured  to  say  that  under  all  these 
circumstances  an  eight-hours  day  would 
take  more  of  the  life  out   of  a     man 
than    a    ten    or    twelve  -  hours    day 
would  do  twelve  or  fifteen   years  ago. 
That  was  the  case  in  his  own  trade  union 
and  in  a  large  number  of  others,  and  that 
was  another  reason  why  they  sought  an 
eight-hour3  day.  Then,  as  had  been  stated 
by  the  mover  of  the  Resolution,  it  would 
tend  very  largely  to  decrease  the  number 
of  men  who  were  out  of  employment. 
That  was  a  growing  difficulty  from  year 
to  year,  and  he  was  quite  sure  that  the 
whole  country  ought  to  be  particularly 
grateful  to  the  trade  unions  for  what 
they  did  in  spending  such  a  large  amount 
of  money  in  keeping  from  the  rates  men 
who  without  those  payments  would  have 
to  go   upon  them.     The  inmiense  sums 
of  money  spent  year  by  year  by  the  trade 
unions   should  commend  them  and  the 
requests    made    by   them  to   the   con- 
sideration  of  the  House.     The  returns 
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showed  that  one  large  society  of  which 
he  had  personal  knowledge,  out  of 
something  like  35,000  members  had 
about  14,000  members  unemployed, 
whilst  another  large  society  with  close 
upo.i  70,000  Members  had  nearly 
10,000  members  unemployed.  Let  the 
House  imagine  for  a  moment  the  number 
of  unemployed  in  those  two  particular 
skilled  trades  which  were  in  every  day 
request,  while  those  employed  worked 
nine,  ten  and  eleven  hours  a  day ! 
Did  it  not  stand  to  reason  that  some 
effort  should  be  made  to  equalise  em- 
ployment by  which  these  men  should  be 
prevented  from  working  such  a  large 
number  of  hours  ?  Then  a  great  deal 
had  been  made  at  different  times  in 
argument  and  debate  as  to  the  imprac- 
ticability of  carrying  out  the  eight-hours 
day.  They  heard  many  Members  say 
the  thing  could  not  pay  and  that 
it  meant  ruin.  Evidences  and  ex- 
periences they  had  went  to  prove 
that  that  was  not  altogether  the 
the  thing  could  not  pay  and  that 
case.  He  remembered  something  like 
twenty  years  ago  the  head  of  a  large 
engineering  house  in  the  North  of  Eng- 
land doing  him  and  two  or  three  of  his 
colleagues  the  honour  of  discussing  the 
practicability  of  introducing  an  eight- 
hours  day  into  his  establishment, 
no  doubt  in  doing  so  giving  them 
the  credit  of  having  some  practi- 
cal experience.  They  pointed  out  how 
it  could  be  done  and  he  fell  in  with 
their  views,  with  the  result  that  the 
system  was  introduced.  The  employer 
afterwards  informed  him  it  had  ex- 
ceeded his  expectations  and  that  under 
no  condition  would  he  go  back  to  the 
old  state  of  things.  There  was  another 
firm  he  could  refer  to  further  north  still 
which  had  introduced  a  forty-eight  hour 
week,  where  previously  they  had  worked 
fifty-three  hours.  Being  desirous  of 
knowing  how  it  was  working  inquiries 
were  made  and  the  reply  was  that 
the  alteration  was  beneficial  to  both 
employers  and  employees.  From  15 
per  cent,  to  20  per  cent,  of  the 
workmen  had  previously  lost  quarters 
in  the  morning  and  if  the  men 
were  losing  two  quarters  during  the 
week,  and  those  quarters  were  the 
shortest  part  of  the  working  day,  it  must 
be  apparent  that  the  conditions  they  were 
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imposing  on  the  workmen  were  such  as 
they  were  physically  incapable  of  fulfil* 
ling.  After  the  change  in  the  work- 
ing hours  that  was  not  the  case. 
As  regarded  workmen  on  piece  -  work> 
they  invariably  worked  in  squad?,  and 
where  one  or  two  men  had  been  un- 
fortunate enough  to  lose  the  first  quarter 
in  the  day  it  had  upset  the  whole  of 
the  arrangements,  'fhey  found  it  now 
decidedly  to  their  advantage  and 
decidedly  to  the  advantage  of  the  men 
to  start  work  at  an  early  hour,  let  them 
have  their  breakfast  before  they  went 
to  work,  and  work  the  whole  day  with 
simply  one  break  for  meals.  The 
fifty -three  hours  system  occasioned 
two  breaks  for  meals,  which  en- 
tailed a  certain  amount  of  loss  to 
the  employer,  and  the  one  break  was  a 
decided  advajitage.  Then  again  to  go 
a  little  further  afield,  they  in  the  trade 
union  and  industrial  world  were  apt  to 
look  upon  Russia  and  everything  con- 
nected with  Russia  with  a  feeling  of 
horror  and  dread,  and  a  thankful  feeling 
that  they  were  not  in  Russia.  Neverthe- 
less he  found  that  in  Russia  there  was 
a  large  firm  engaged  in  paper-making. 
He  noticed  that  the  paper-makers  in 
this  country  were  trying  to  bring  about 
a  change  in  the  direction  of  reducing 
hours  to  forty-eight  per  week.  This 
Russian  firm  some  time  ago  tried  the 
experiment.  He  had  obtained  a  pamph- 
let from  the  Consul  at  St.  Petersburg 
which  stated  that  the  mill  manager 
expressed  the  greatest  satisfaction  with 
the  change  and  concluded  with  these 
words — 

**  The  operatives  have  conscientiously  ful- 
filled the  obligations  they  undertook  in  return 
for  the  more  favourable  conditions  of  work. 
The  production  has  not  sufiFered  either  in 
quality  or  quantity  and  a  great  improvement 
is  observable  in  the  health  and  spirits  of  the 
men." 

That  was  Russia — terrorised  and  tyranni- 
cal Russia.  Perhaps  they  might  apply 
that  a  little  nearer  home  and  try 
the  experiment  here.  Then  they  had 
another  large  firm  on  the  Thames,  the 
Thames  Ironworks,  which  had  intro- 
duced the  eight-hours  day.  He  was 
not  quite  sure  of  his  facts  in  regard  to 
it,  but  he  was  inclined  to  believe  it  had 
turned  out  a  success.  At  any  rate,  he 
remembered  speaking  to  Mr.  Hill  on  the 
subject    some    years    ago,    and    he    had 


679 


Eight  Horns 


{COMMONS} 


•  Working  Day. 


m 


told  him  that  while  he  used  to  pay 
£99,000  a  year  in  wages  at  the  time  they 
worked  fifty-four  hours,  he  now  paid 
£242,000.  That  was  the  difterence  in 
five  years.  That  might  be  taken  to 
«how  that  the  eight-hours  day  had  not 
killed  trade.  Of  course,  the  mere  increase 
in  the  wages  bill,  irrespective  of  any 
other  consideration  could  not  have  any 
special  attraction  for  employers,  but 
this  great  increase  in  the  wage  bill  had 
been  accompanied  by  increased  output 
at  a  decreased  cost.  Those  who  had 
any  knowledge  of  Mr.  Hill  knew  perfectly 
well  that  he  might  be  reUed  upon 
with  regard  to  anything  he  might 
liave  to  say.  He  would  like  to  get 
a  little  nearer  a  trade  of  which  he  had  a 
better  knowledge.  There  was  in  this 
<;ountry  a  society  called  the  Co-operative 
Printing  Society,  with  three  branches,  one 
in  Manchester,  one  in  Newcastle,  and  one 
in  London.  In  these  three  branches 
they  had  nearly  1,000  hands  employed. 
He  had  been  a  director  of  that  committee 
mow  for  ten  or  twelve  years,  and  the 
•experience  that  he  had  had  there  was 
sufficient  to  convince  him  of  the  prac- 
ticability of  the  establishment  of  a  forty- 
eight-hours  week  ^vith  fairness,  and 
without  any  likely  loss  to  those  firms 
wh.)  might  adopt  it.  They  paid 
the  highest  wages  paid  in  those 
trades — printing,  lithographic  printing, 
"book-binding,  and  everything  in  con- 
nection with  the  printing  trade— and 
in  many  instances  they  went  considerably 
higher  than  the  recognised  rate.  At 
the  same  time  all  employees  throughout 
the  works  were  granted  a  holiday  each 
year  of  one,  two,  or  tliree  weeks,  according 
to  their  position  and  the  time  they  had 
been  there,  and  the  holidays  were  paid 
lor.  He  would  be  better  pleased  if 
some  other  printing  houses  would  take 
that  view.  Moreover,  every  year  they 
had  a  bonus  in  wages,  and  all  this  was 
done  on  a  forty-eight  hours  week,  while 
other  firms  in  Manchester  were  workinc; 
fifty  hours,  in  Newcastle  fifty-one,  and 
in  London  fifty-two  and  a  half.  It 
might  be  said  that  the  co-operative 
society  was  subject  to  the  same  keen 
competition  to  be  found  in  regard  to 
other  trades.  Nearly  every  job  that 
came  into  those  printing  offices  was 
obtained  by  competition  with  other 
houses,  who  were  working  fifty-two  to 
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fifty-four  hours  per  week.  K  the  forty, 
eight  hour  week  could  be  worked  witk 
success  in  this  case  it  cculd  also  be  wodced 
in  others.  But  here  came  the  pomt 
It  might  be  asked  why,  if  this  codd  be 
done  in  these  offices,  they  should  cone 
and  trouble  the  House  to  obtain  a  forty- 
eight-hours  week.  It  was  veryjeasy  to 
explain.  He  did  not  find  faxilt  with 
employers  as  a  class,  but  they  were  not 
ail  of  a  generous  character.  Each  em- 
ployer generally  wanted  as  much  as 
he  could  get  out  of  his  business.  It  was 
generally  the  greatest  amount  of  wo^ 
for  the  least  amount  of  pay.  So  far 
as  his  union  was  concerned  they  knew 
perfectly  well  that  before  they  couU 
get  a  forty-eight  hours  week  a  ^larw 
amount  of  money  would  r  be  expended, 
and  bitter  feeling  engendered,  and  tk 
coimtry  would  like,  if  possible,  to  prevent 
that  being  done.  He  was  quite  sure  that 
if  Gentlemen  above  the  gangway  had 
paid  greater  attention  to  social  questions 
whilst  in  power  .their  ranks  would  not 
have  been  decimated  in  the  mancer 
they  had  been.  There  was  plenty  of 
room  to  take  a  hand  in  this,  and  show 
theirj  sympathy  with  the  workers.  A 
member  of  the  Institute  of  Civil  Engiiieers 
said — 

"  It  is  possible  to  combine  shorter  houn  of 
labour  at  the  full  pievious  washes  with  an  increaM 
of  net  profits  on  capital*  and  without  any  io« 
crease  in  the  selling  price  of  the  goodfi." 

And  the  saine  speaker  finished    up  bv 

saying — 

''It  is  an  undeniable  fact  that  those  who 
receive  the  highest  remuneration  give  the  leut 
number  of  hours  in  return  f<w  it." 

There  was  painful  evidence  o£  tne  truti 
of  that  staten^ent.  The  weekly  honrs  of 
publi*^  officials  would  not  exceed  thirty 
three  if  holidays  were  reckoned  off.  On 
the  other  hand,  the  best  situated  of  the 
artisan  class  worked  fifty-two  to  fifty- 
four  hours  per  week,  and  they  lost  their 
pay  if  they  had  oft  time.  There  were 
other  classes  who  worked  sixty,  sevent}, 
eighty,  or  ninety  hours  per  week.  In 
lionclon  the  wj  ges  of  men  who  worked 
over  ninety  hours  per  week  often  did  not 
exceed  17s.  to  20s.  That  was  a  fact 
which  should  bring  a  blush  to  the  face  ot 
anyone  who  hesitated  to  lend  a  hand  in 
bringing  about  an  eight-honrs  day.  H« 
and  fiis  friends  made  this  request  on  Ch© 
ground  that  if  the  propoia^  were  Carrie* 
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^  out  it  would  reduce  the  number  of  un-  I 

■  employed,  as  some  men  would  be  pre- 
£   vented  from  working  long   hours  while 

others    were    starving.     Th:Jt    was    tne 
5   main  object  they  had  in  view  in  con- 

■  nection  with  tne  whole  thing.  He  sin- 
c  cerely  hoped  ^hat  the  House  would  show 
r  a  kindly  feeling  towards  *he  request. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
*  *'  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  House,  the 
time  has  arrived  when,  in  the  interests  of 
'  the  workers  generally,  and  in  view  of  the 
present  large  number  of  unemployed,  the 
working  day  in  >^11  trades  and  industries 
should  be  limited  by  law  to  a  maximum 
of  eight  hours." — (Mr,  Clynejf.) 

Mr.  MOND  (Chester)  said  that  so  far 
as  he  was  concerned  the  mover  and 
seconder  of  the  Motion  had  been  preach- 
ing to  the  converted.  His  firm  were 
i;ertainly  one  of  the  pioneers  of  the 
eight-hours  movement  in  respect  of 
continuous  work,  and  their  experience 
had  convinced  them  that  so  far  as  con- 
tinuous work  was  concerned — work  that 
went  on  both  night  and  day — eight  hours 
was  long  enough  time  for  a  man  to  do 
good  work.  Their  experience  had  taught 
them  that  on  account  of  the  increased 
efficiency  they  could  get  out  of  men 
working  eight- hours  shifts,  instead  of 
twelve  hours,  even  at  the  same  rate  oi 
wages,  or  a  slightlv  higher  rate  of  wages, 
the  reduction  in  the  hours  did  not  neces 
sarily  increase  the  cost  of  production. 
It  seemed  to  him,  therefore,  that  it  was  a 
ver}'  great  pity  that  the  mover  and 
seconder  of  the  Resolution  had  framed 
it  in  a  manner  which  made  it  impossible 
for  him  and  many  who  were  in  tivour 
of  a  more  general  introduction  of  an 
oight-hours  day  to  support  it  as  it 
stood.  Although  the  hon.  Members  had 
argued  with  some  force  on  the  case  of  t 
certain  number  of  industries,  and  also  on 
the  case  of  a  certain  number  of  isolrted 
tacts,  they  had  not  demonstrated  to  the 
House  how  it  would  be  possible,  for  in- 
stance, to  apply  a  maximum  eight-hours 
day  to  agricultural  labourers  and  domes- 
tic servants,  or  to  the  whole  of  the  large 
number  of  indu  ries  in  which  the  labour 
^as  not  cazried  on  in  a  regular  manner, 
ir  after  hour.  If  tne 
tilieir  wav 


to  .mend  the  Resolution  and  to  be 
satisfied  for  the  present  with  an  eight- 
hours  day  in  ^11  continuous  work,  ho 
personally  would  have  been  ready  to 
support  them.  But  a  good  many  of 
their  arguments  seemed  to  him  to 
be  intended  more  for  the  members 
of  their  own  trade  unions.  As  to 
the  question  of  overtime,  he  was  raally 
surprised  at  the  attitude  taken  u|  on  the 
Labour  Benches.  Overtime  was  really 
the  great  joy  of  the  trade  union  worker. 
[Cries  of  "  No."]  Certainly.  Most  em- 
ployers spent  a  great  deal  of  their  time 
in  trying  to  avoid  overtime.  It  was 
almost  a  perpetual  straggle. 

Mr.  CLYNBS  :  May  I  point  out  that 
at  the  last  Trade  Union  Congress,  and 
at  other  similar  gatherings  of  the  repre- 
sentatives of  labour,  the  system^of  over- 
time was  absolutely  condemnea  ^ 

Mr.  MOND  said  he  did  not  doubt  that, 
but  a  great  many  resolutions  were  passed 
at  these  congresses  which  received  very 
little  attention  from  the  members  of  the 
unions.  Surely  it  was  in  the  power  of 
trade  unions  to  prohibit  men  from  work- 
ing overtime.  Surely  no  one  with  prac- 
tical experience  would  tell  him  that  there 
was  not  a  large  percentage  of  men  who 
liked  to  work  overtime,  whenever  they 
got  the  opportunity,  because  they  got 
larger  wages.  He  knew  that  among 
Labour  leaders  it  had  been  very  much 
discouraged,  but  he  wondered  if  all 
the  members  of  the  unions  knew  that 
under  this  proposal  they  were  only  to 
work  eight  hours,  and  that  there  was 
to  be  no  overtime  with  extra  pay,  how 
many  would  be  anxious  to  support  the 
Resolution.  There  was  one  point  on 
which  certainly  the  Resolution  and  the 
arguments  which  had  been  used  in  sup- 
port of  it  seemed  to  him  to  be  contra- 
dictory, and  that  was  the  question  of 
unemployment.  They  had  been  assured 
I  and  he  agreed  to  a  certain  extent  that  a 
I  reduction  in  hours  did  not  necessarily 
;  mean  a  smaller  output  per  man.  As  a 
matter  of  fact,  they  might  with  a  smaller 
i  number  of  hours  get  equal  or  greater 
i  efficiency. 

Mr.  CLYNES  :  In  the  case  of  trades 
where  machinery  is  used. 
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Mr.  MOND  said  that  that  was  so,  but 
he  went  further.  Surely  it  was  a  short- 
sighted view  of  the  unemployed  question 
to  hang  it  on  the  hours  question.  After 
all,  the  main  factor  in  imemployment 
was  population.  If  every  man  in  the 
coimtry  was  employed  to-morrow,  and 
if  the  population  went  on  increasing, 
they  would  soon  have  a  number  of  un- 
employed. Were  they  going  to  reduce 
the  number  of  hours  from  eight  to  six, 
from  six  to  four,  from  four  to  two,  as  the 
population  increased,  in  order  to  deal 
with  the  problem  of  the  unemployed, 
for  that  was  the  logical  outcome  of  the 
argument  ?  He  did  not  think  that 
that  was  an  argument  that  could  be 
very  successfully  pursued.  He  was  told 
the  other  day  of  a  case  in  connection 
with  some  carpenters.  A  gentleman 
who  was  employing  seven  trade  unionists 
wanted  to  work  them  on  short  time 
instead  of  dismissing  some  and  working 
the  others  on  full  time.  The  people  who 
objected  were  the  trade  unionists,  who 
were  anxious  that  the  three  should  be 
turned  out  of  work  and  that  the  other 
four  should  work  full  time.  On  a  great 
many  of  these  questions  he  thought 
the  trade  union  rules  of  to-day  were 
antiquated  and  wanted  revising.  The 
whole  overtime  question  wanted  to 
be  taken  in  hand  in  a  much  more  serious 
w^y  than  it  has  been  in  many  industries. 
One  of  the  great  difficulties  in  connection 
with  the  engineering  industry  was  the 
question  of  working  double  shifts.  He 
knew  some  cases  where  double  shifts 
could  have  been  worked,  but  it  had  been 
made  impossible  because  the  trade 
union  rules  would  not  allow  them  to 
employ  two  sets  of  men  on  shifts  of 
eight  hours  each  at  the  ordinary  rate, 
but  insisted  that  the  second  set  should 
be  paid  at  overtime  rates.  Hon.  Gentle- 
men should  address  themselves  to  these 
questions  of  w^hich  they  were  fully  aware 
and  overhaul  a  great  many  of  their 
own  regulations  which  were  now  out  of 
date,  and  by  altering  which  they  could 
achieve  a  great  many  of  the  objects 
they  all  had  in  view  without  coming 
to  this  House  in  order  to  try  to  impose 
a  kind  of  penal  Act  of  Parliament, 
while  not  showing  how  it  was  to  be 
carried  out.  The  great  difficulty  was 
how  to  carry  out  this  proposal.  If  they 
were     to   have    millions    of    inspectors 


going  about  checking  the  hour  book 
of  every  worlanan  in  the  country,  who 
was  to  be  punished  if  the  eight  houis 
were  exceeded  ?  Were  the  employes 
to  be  fined  and  the  workmen  put  in 
prison  ?  How  were  they  to  cjany  out  the 
enormous  undertaking  of  a  legal  maxi- 
mum in  varying  conditions  ?  Were 
they  to  put  an  inspector  on  every 
hansom  cab  in  order  to  find  whether  tiie 
driver  had  worked  eight  hours  or  eight 
hours  and  a  half  ?  Sympathetic  as 
they  must  all  be,  and  convinced  as  he 
was  himself  that  the  eight-hours  move- 
ment must  and  would  come  along, 
a  general  Resolution  of  this  kind,  although 
it  might  sound  well  at  a  Trade  Union 
Congress,  was  not  one  which  he  himself 
would  recommend  the  House  of  Commons 
to  place  on  its  records.  They  had  been 
too  fond  in  the  past  of  placing  abstract 
Resolutions  on  their  records  without 
thinking  how  they  were  going  to 
carry  them  into  effect.  They  thereby 
awakened  expectations  in  the  countiy 
which  afterwards  they  could  not  carry 
out.  He  thought  that  was  a  very  bad 
thing.  They  ought  not  to  pass  Besoln- 
tions  unless  they  saw  their  way 
to  carry  them  into  legislative  effect, 
and  neither  the  proposer  nor  the  seconder 
had  outlined  in  the  slightest  degree 
how  he  w^ould  draft  a  Bill  to  cany  the 
Resolution  into  effect,  and  how  he  would 
convince  the  workmen  he  represented 
that  it  would  be  workable.  For  these 
reasons  he  would  certainly  vote  against 
the  Resolution  if  it  went  to  a  division. 

♦Mr.    W.     H.     lever     (Cheshire, 

Wirral)  said  that  he  also  was 
unable  to  vote  for  the  Resolution, 
although  strongly  in  favour  of  the  prin- 
ciple of  an  eight-hours  day.  He  much 
regretted  that  the  mover  and  seconder 
of  the  Resolution  had  not  given  the  House 
some  enlightenment  as  to  how  they 
would  apply  such  a  very  far-reaching 
principle.  With  all  they  had  said  of  the 
beneficial  effects  of  an  eight-hours  day 
he  cordially  agreed,  both  from  his  reading 
and  from  his  own  experience  ;  and  he 
was  certain  that  in  all  sections  of  the 
House  there  were  employers  who  shared 
his  opinion.  But  the  House  had  not 
been  told  a  great  deal  that  it  ought  to 
have  been  told  as  to  the  proposal  to 
enact  short  time  for  the  whole  of  the 
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workers  of  the  country.  If  they  were 
going  to  limit  the  hours  universally  to 
eight  per  day  it  would  raise  the 
whole  question  of  wages.  Eight  hours 
a  day,  which,  as  he  considered  it,  ought 
to  be  arranged  for,  would  mean  forty- 
«ight  hours  work  in  the  week,  while  the 
worker  would  receive  the  same  pay 
as  he  received  for  working  fifty  or  fifty- 
two  hours.  Anything  less  than  that 
would  be  simply  equivalent  to  short 
time.  Further,  if  such  an  Act  was 
passed  by  this  House,  and  any  trade, 
by  their  own  volition,  preferred  to 
continue  to  work  a  greater  number  of 
hours  than  forty-eight  in  the  week, 
was  the  penalty  to  fall  on  the  employer 
alone,  or  on  both  the  employer  and  the 
workmen  ?  [An  Hon.  Member  :  It  is 
to  fall  on  both.]  All  the  references  to 
the  subject  which  he  had  seen  generally 
proposed  that  the  employer  alone  should 
be  penalised  ?  [An  Hon.  Member  on 
the  Labour  Benches :  Both  must  be 
penalised.]  In  that  case  the  House 
would,  in  a  very  light  mood,  be  creating 
a  law  which  would  make  law-breakers 
of  both  the  employers  and  the  employees 
in  the  vast  majority  of  industries  where 
an  eight-hours  day  would  be  impossible. 
He  did  not  think  that  the  supporters 
of  the  Resolution  seriously  proposed 
that  such  a  law  should  come  into  opera- 
tion. Moreover,  such  an  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment would  undermine  the  trade  unions 
of  the  country.  He  was  a  convinced 
trade  unionist ;  he  believed  that  com- 
binations amongst  workmen  were  not 
only  necessary  and  desirable,  but  the 
only  means  of  giving  voice  to  the  workers. 
But  such  an  Act  of  Parliament  would 
group  all  workers  together,  and  he  was 
convinced  that  the  workers  did  not  wish  to 
be  grouped  together.  They  had  a  scheme 
in  the  building  trade  in  his  neighbour- 
hood by  which  the  men  worked  forty- 
two  and  a  half  hours  a  week  in  the  winter 
months,  and  fifty-two  or  fifty-four  hours 
per  week  in  the  summer  months ;  but 
such  a  scheme  would  be  destroyed  if 
universal  forty-eight  hours  work  per 
week  were  made  compulsory.  The  ques- 
tion of  shifts  had  been  referredjto.  He 
agreed  that  in  all  continuous  work  the 
rule  should  be  that  no  man  should  work 
too  long  a  shift,  and  that  the  shiftsjshould 
be  divided  into  three  sections  of  eight 
hours  each.     That  was  an  easy  matter. 


and  would  not  affect  any  other  trade. 
As  to  railway  men,  when  he  heard  state- 
ments ^about  their  working  eighteen 
hours  out  of  the  twenty-four,  was  refer- 
ence made  to  employment  at  wayside 
stations  where  there  was  one  station- 
master  and  one  porter,  four  or  five  trains 
a  day,  with  sometimes  not  a  single  pas- 
senger, and  not  many  with  luggage  ? 
Theie  was  an  illustration  ot  the  difficulty 
of  making  a  hard  and  fast  line  of  an 
eight-hours  day.  There  were  industries 
where  eight  hours  was  more  than  a  full 
day's  work,  which  a  man  could  perform, 
but  there  were  other  industries  whepe 
the  work  was  in  the  open  air  and  where 
the  duty  was  such  that  they  could  work 
for  more  than  eight  hours  a  day.  As  to 
the  bogey  of  foreign  competition,  so  far 
from  any  danger  arising  as  the  result 
of  beneficial  legislation  or  arrangements 
adopted  by  individual  trade  unions,  they 
need  not  fear  foreign  competition.  The 
one  trade  which  was  in  the  most  de- 
plorable conditions  to-day  in  the  United 
Kingdom  was  the  buil(fing  trade,  and 
that  was  a  trade  which  was  never  affected 
by  foreign  competition.  There  was  no 
country  in  the  world  where  the  employer 
worked  so  well  with  his  men  and  felt  with 
thom  so  much  as  in  this  country.  During 
the  last  fifty  years  the  hours  of  labour 
had,  by  friendly  arrangement  between 
the  employer  and  his  workman,  been 
reduced  from  twelve  to  eleven,  from 
eleven  to  ten,  from  ten  to  nine,  and  now 
they  stood  at  eight-and-a-half,  and  he 
hoped  it  would  shortly  come  to  eight 
hours.  He  thought  this  policy  of  friendly 
arrangement  should  be  continued,  and 
that  there  was  nowadays  too  great  a 
tendency  to  come  to  the  House  of  Com- 
mons and  ask  the  House  to  make  bargains 
for  the  whole  coimtry.  The  House  could 
only  legislate  on  broad  lines,  whereas 
trade  unions  could  make  their  relations 
with  the  employers  in  accordance  to  their 
own  individual  and  collective  require- 
ments.  They  should  continue  to  work 
along  these  lines,  instead  of  appealing  to 
Parliament  for  legislation  which  would 
make  a  large  number  of  people  law- 
breakers. It  was  on  these  lines  that  he 
beUeved  that  they  would  be  able  to  lift 
the  workmen  of  the  country  to  the  highest 
pinnacle  of  any  workman  in  any  country 
in  the  world. 
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of  the  London   unemployed  wlio  were 
sent  down  to  work  in  the  country,  and 
were  horrified  to  find  that  there  was  no 
Saturday  half-holiday  and  that  the  beests 
wanted  food  on  Sundays  as  well  as  on 
week-days.    He  was  quite  certain  that 
every  Member  on  that  side  of  the  House 
was    as   anxious    to   get  the   working- 
day  reduced  as  any  hon.  Member  oppo- 
site,  but  Liberals  did   not  accept  the 
fallacy  that  by  making  an  eight-hours 
day  and  reducing  the  hours  of  labour 
they  could  make  room  for  an  unlimited 
number  of  the  unemployed.     That  fallacy 
was  based  on  the  assumption  that  wages 
were   drawn   from  the   pockets   of  the 
well-to-do   classes.    Hon.  Members   for- 
got that  the  wages  were  produced  by  the 
workman  himself, and  that  ultimately  each 
workman  h"^d  to  make  his  own  wages 
and  a  little  bit  over  to  bear  the  cost  of 
the  business,    [tonical  Labour  cries  of : 
A  little  bit  over.]     Sometimes  a   little 
bit  over,  sometimes  a  big  bit  over,  and 
sometimes    nothing    at    all.      If    hon. 
Members  were  going  on  the  assumption 
that  by  reducing  the  number  of  hours, 
they  could  make  two  men  do  one  man's 
work  they   would  find  ultimately  that 
two  men  would  have  one  man's  pay.     It 
was  conceivable  that,  by  passing  a  Bill, 
they    might    make    railway    companies, 
who  were  bound  by  their  obligations  to 
the  State,  decrease  the  hours  of  labour  of 
their  servants  at  the  expense  of  dividends. 
The  S3  me  might  be  said  in  the  case  of 
trrmway  servants.    But  such  a  trans- 
ference   of    wealth    from    one    class    to 
another  by  Act  of  Parliament  would  be 
an  extremely  arbitrary  proceeding,  and 
would  in  effect  create  a  privileged  class. 
Taking  our  industries    as    a   whole    no 
such     proceeding     was    possible.      The 
employer   was  not  a  man  who  provided 
wages  out  of  his  o'wn  bottomless  pocket. 
He  had  to  secure  from  his  customers  the 
wages  he*  paid,  and  in  nine  cases  out  of 
ten  his  customers  were  themselves  working 
men.       The   employer  was  in   fact  the 
go-between  between  one  set  of  workmen 
and  another  set    of  workmen,    so   that 
in   effect   the  workmen  of  this  country 
were   their  own  employers.     The  share 
of    wealth    that    went   to    them   might 
well  be  increased,  and  that  of  the  capi- 
talist decreased,  but  how  were  they  to 
do  that  ?     The  only  way  was  by  increas- 
ing the  supply  of  capital  which  would 
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make  it  cheaper,  and  the  fault  of  mostoi 
the  proposals  from  the  other  side  was  to 
make  capital  scarce  and  dearer.  Tk 
ultimate  solution  was  for  the  workeis 
themselves  to  accumulate  capital  and 
become  capitalists  and  wage-eameis  a: 
the  same  time. 


♦Mr.  NICHOLLS  (Northamptonshiie, 
N.)  said  that  from  the  speeches  they  hi 
listened  to  from  both  sides  he  thought 
there  was  a  point  in  this  Resolution  up 
to  which  all  of  them  could  agree,  but 
he  was  bound  to  say  that  when  he  came 
to  that  little  word  "  all  "  he*  had  to  pan 
company  with  his  friends  on  that  side  of 
the  House.  Even  at  trade  congreaeei 
it  seemed  to  him  that  the  agricultnni 
labourers  had  been  seldom  thought  of,  or 
anything  said  about  them,  but,  after  aL, 
they  were  a  very  large  section  of  what 
they  might  call  industrial  workmei. 
and  hon.  Members  must  know  that  tiik 
Mot  on  could  not  be  applied  to  aUdasM 
of  labour,  for  example,  such  as  tk 
work  of  the  agricultural  labourer.  At  \k 
best  the  principle  for  which  his  hon. 
friends  were  contending  could  only  be 
applied  to  certain  special  industries  in 
the  large  manufacturing  towns.  He 
would  not  say  anything  about  the  mises 
who  had  fought  their  case  and  won  their 
right  for  an  eight-hours  day.  The  nil- 
waymen  aLso  had  shown  that  they  had 
been  kept  too  long  at  their  duty.  The 
men  on  the  tramways  might  also  be  dealt 
with  by  the  Resolution,  together  with  all 
Government  workers,  and  he  was  hoimd 
to  say  that  he  believed  when  men  worked 
fewer  hours  probably  more  men  would  be 
employed,  and  something  done  to  soke 
the  question  of  imemployment.  He  did 
not  part  company  with  his  friendi  upon 
that  point,  but  they  had  to  &ce  these 
difficulties.  Let  them  take  the  case  of « 
horsekeeper,  whose  hours,  as  a  rok, 
lasted  from  5.30  a.m.  until  6  p.m.  If  ]u»l 
Members  tied  this  man  down  to  an  eij^t- 
hours  day,  then  it  was  needful  .that  iB 
some  portion  of  the  day's  work  lie  should 
be  resting.  Another  case  was  thatof  ft> 
small  landholder,  who  in  the  .spring  um 
was  in  the  midst  of  his  seeding  operations 
and  could  not  be  told  that  he  muBt  m'^ 
work  more  than  the  ulated  time  00ft* 
tained  in  tl  tion      lu   his  oyinioi 
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if  hon.  Members  were  to  say  that  the 
eight-hours  day  should  apply  to  agricul- 
ture as  well  as  to  other  industries, 
and  that  even  in  the  busy  season  they 
should  not  be  allowed  to  work  extra 
hours  to  earn  more  money,  the 
labourers  would  kick  them.  However 
dull  a  person  the  agricultural  labourer 
might  look,  he  liked  a  little  bit  of 
freedom  all  the  same,  especially  when 
there  was  a  chance  of  earning  something 
extra.  Then  there  was  work  in  the  fields 
in  the  hay  season,  work  at  which  he  had 
been  engaged  from  5  o'clock  in  the  morn- 
ing until  7  o'clock  at  night — much  too 
long  hours  he  admitted.  Workers  in 
agriculture  knew  well  that  there  were 
certain  times  in  the  year  when  they  could 
not  earn  enough  for  food,  and  when  the 
opportunity  arose  to  work  longer  at  other 
times  these  labourers  were  willing  to  earn 
extra  pay  in  order  to  help  them  to  tide 
over  the  periods  of  stress  and  difficulty. 
Through  the  harvest  the  same  thing 
happened.  But  what  was  this  Resolution 
going  to  do?  It  was  going  to  say  that 
agricultural  labourers  were  not  to  start 
before  7  in  the  morning,  and  if  they  had 
an  hour's  rest  at  mid-day  were  to  leave  off 
at  4  in  the  afternoon.  If  an  agricultural 
labourer  was  compelled  to  have  an  eight- 
hours  day,  he  could  not  be  allowed  to  go 
on  his  allotment  after  working  hours,  for 
he  would  be  told  that  it  was  the  same 
industry  at  which  he  had  been  engaged 
all  day  long,  that  having  tied  himself 
down  to  eight  hours  a  day  he  must  not 
attend  to  his  allotment,  but  give  some 
other  man  the  job  to  manage  it  for  him. 
He,  therefore,  believed  that  the  agricul- 
tural labourers  did  not  want  the  eight- 
hours  day.  If  they  were  in  the  House 
they  would  say  for  themselves,  "  We  do 
not  want  it,  and  we  are  not  going  to  have 
it,"  but  as  they  could  not  be  present,  he 
was  there  to  say  that  for  them. 

Mr.  H.  J.  WILSON  (Yorkshire,  W.R., 
Hoi  n firth)  said  the  business  with  which 
he  was  connected  established  the 
eight-hours  system  some  years  ago,  and 
they  had  found  it  made  no  difference 
to  them.  He  did  not  think  they  had 
either  gained  or  lost  by  it,  and  he  was 
sure  it  had  been  an  enormous  advantage 
to  those  employed.  They  were  better 
in  every  way.  They  were  healthier  and 
more^ready  for  work,  and  there  was  more 


goodwill  about  than  before.  As  had 
been  pointed  out,  however,  the  Resolution 
was  of  a  most  sweeping  character.  The 
mover  had  pointed  to  trades  in  which 
terribly,and  he  might  almost  say  wickedly, 
long  hours  prevailed.  For  instance,  the 
conductors  of  the  omnibuses  by  which 
some  hon.  Members  went  home  worked, 
he  was  told,  in  some  cases  sixteen  hours 
a  day,  and  had  to  walk  to  and  from  their 
homes,  making  really  sixteen  and  a  half 
or  seventeen  hours  a  day.  He  was  sure 
there  was  not  a  man  in  the  House  who 
would  justify  that  state  of  things,  or  who 
would  not  be  glad  to  see  it  altered.  He 
asked  the  Labour  Members,  however, 
whether  the  object  would  not  be  better 
obtained  by  limiting  the  number  of  hours, 
say,  to  twelve,  in  the  first  place,  and  so 
dealing  with  it  by  degrees.  Our  factory 
legislation,  he  would  point  out,  was  not 
reached  at  once,  but  by  stages,  and  so  it 
was  with  sanitary  legislation.  He  asked 
hon.  Members  at  least  to  show  good  reason 
why  it  would  not  be  more  feasible  and 
more  practicable  to  limit  hours  of  work- 
ing by  degrees. 

♦ThiT  UNDER-SECRETARY  of 
STATE  FOR  THE  HOME  DEPART- 
MENT  (Mr.  Herbert  Samuel,  York- 
shire, Cleveland) :  We  agree  in  the  main 
with  hon.  Members  who  have  taken 
part  in  this  debate  to-night  and  who  have 
said  that  it  is  impossible  to  ask  the  House 
to  accept  so  sweeping  and  imqualified 
a  proposal.  The  hours  of  every  trade 
regaroless  of  its  conditions,  cannot  be 
dealt  with  by  a  sudden  and  large  re- 
striction such  as  is  proposed,  and  since 
every  Member  knows  that  effect  could 
not  be  given  to  it  by  legislation,  a 
Resolution  of  this  kind  ought  not  to 
be  placed  on  the  records  of  the  House. 
But  to  say  that  is  not  to  deny  that  "a 
shortening  of  the  hours  of  labour  in  many 
cases  is  desirable  or  that  the  State  could 
do  nothing  to  effect  the  shortening  of  the 
hours.  Some  years  ago  the  Royal  Com- 
mission on  Labour,  which  sat  under  the 
presidency  of  the  Duke  of  Devonshire, 
took  evidence  extending  over  a  period 
of  some  years  with  regard  to  the  con- 
dition of  the  working  classes.  Among 
that  evidence  was  much  that  re  U ted 
to  the  hours  of  labour  in  various 
occupations.  That  evidence  showed  that 
the  majority  of  the  English  working 
classes  worked  ten  hours  or  more,  that 
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hours,  and  not  a  few  worked  twelve 
hours  a  day.  Since  that  time  pro- 
bably no  verj'  great  alteration  has 
been  ei!ected  in  the  conditions. 
It  is  notorious  that  many  classes  of 
labour  are  grievously  overworked,  and 
that  shop  assistants,  employees  in  public- 
houses,  vanmen,  carters,  and  persons 
engaged  in  many  other  trades  work  hours 
which     are    excessive.      Hundreds    and 


not  to  be  found  on  those  lines.  In 
the  first  place,  as  has  been  pointed  oot 
in  this  aebate,  a  reduction  of  boon 
of  labour  does  not  necessarily  mean 
a  reduction  of  production.  The  same 
number  of  men  may  do  as  mw^i 
more  work  in  less  hours,  and  in  that 
case  it  is  obvious  there  is  no  room 
for  the  unemployed,  for  there  is  no 
demand    for    additional    labour.     But 


thousands  of  men  and  women  day  by  j  suppose  the  opposite  case,  where  the 
day  go  to  their  work  in  the  early  hours  same  amount  of  work  per  man  is  not 
of  the  morning,  and  return  to  their '  done  in  the  shortened  hours.  Let 
homes  late  at  night,  exhausted  by  their  |  me  take  a  simple  illustration.^  Take  the 
labour,  with  few  intervals  of  repose  i  ^'ase  of  tramwaymen.  In  this  industry 
beyond  the  Sunday  rest,  and  even  that !  if  you  reduce  the  number  of  hours  you  will 
is  sometimes  denied.  In  the  constant  |  require  a  correspondingly  increased  nuzn- 
endeavour  to  obtain  the  means  of  live- 1  ber  of  employees  to  perform  the  wort 
lihood  they  find  their  lives  absorbed  j  Supposing,  for  example,  you  have  1,0(W 
and  lost.  Tliey  have  no  opportunity !  tramwaymen  employed  twelve  houK 
for  self-education  or  recreation,  for  |  P<pr  day  and  their  hours  are  reduced  to 
enjoying  family  life  or  undertaking  ;  eight  hours.  The  obvious  and  immediate 
the  duties  of  citizenship.  This  is  not  efEoct  is  you  will  require  500  more  men 
merely  an  individual  loss  to  them ;  it  j  to  do  the  same  work.  That  is  the 
must  be  regarded  as  a  national  evil,  j  immediate  and  obvious  effect  which  hen. 
Of  the  population  of  this  coimtry '  Member's  see  and  emphpsise.  Jf  jron 
four-fifths  belong  to  the  labour- classes,  |  employ  1,500  men  where  previously  you 
and  the  nation  cannot  be  great  if  a  j  employed  1,000,  you  have,  they  say, 
largo  proportion  of  them  are  degraged.  i  gone  far  to  solve  the  problem.  But 
Tlie  lion.  Member  who  moved  the  \  there  is  aii  indirect  and  less  obvious, 
Resolution  made  a  remarkably  able  |  but  not  loss  certain  effect.  These  500 
and  thoughtful  speech,  but  I  think  the  .  men  must  be  paid  from  somewhere. 
House  will  scarcely  agree  with  him  and  ;  Their  remuneration  does  not  descemi 
those    who    spoke    in    support    of    the    from  heaven.     The\  will  cost,  say  at  308. 


Motion  in  the  argument  that  in  a  general 
and  permanent  reduction  of  hours  of 
labour  will  be  found  any  effective  solu- 
tion of  the  problem  of  unemployment. 
It  is  perfectly  true  that  a  temporary 
reduction  of  hours  in  a  time  of  trade 
depression  may  spread  the  sacrifice  which 


per  week,  some  £40,000.  That  £40,000 
is  an  additional  expense,  not  to  bring 
about  any  increased  production  or  an 
additional  service,  but  an  additioDsl 
expense  merely  to  pay  for  the  service 
previously  performed  by  1,000  men 
working  twelve  hours  a  day.     The  £40,000 


falls  upon  the  industrial  community  |  must  either  be  obt^  ined  from  increased 
over  a  larger  area.  Instead  of  a  few  '  fares,  or  decreased  profitb,  or  sub- 
men  being  thrown  out  of  work  alto-  sic  lies  from  the  rates,  and  from  whatever 
gether  and  bein<r  reduced  to  extreme  source  it  comes  it  must  throw  out  of 
poverty,  a  large  number  of  men  make  ;  employment  a  corresponding  .number  of 
a  sacrifice  and  work  lesser  hours  i  men  in  other  directions.  Tliat  £40,000 
for  a  les;  ened  payment.  Arrangements  \  represents  a  demand  for  labour,  a  certain 
of  that  kind  arc  eminently  desirable  i  bulk  of  commodities,  now  devoted  to 
between  employers  and  employed  in  tlie  niuintenancc  of  500  tramwaymen. 
order  to  diminish  suffering  and  loss,  !  It  had  previously  gone  to  the  main- 
but  I  venture  to  suggest  to  lion,  tenance  of  some  other  body  of  men. 
Members  opposite  that,  if  they  think  a  You  give  employment  to  additional 
permanent  reduction  of  tlie  hours  of  men  in  one  direction,  but  inevitably  in 
labour  to  eight  hours  will  in  the  long  the  long  run  you  must  be  reducing 
run  increase  employment,  they  have  em])l(>ymeut,  and  throwing  men  out  of 
fallen  into  a  very  old  economical  fallacy,  employment  in  another.  The  fact  may 
Mr,  Herbert  Samuel, 
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be  niad«  abundantly  clear  by  carrying 
the  argument  to  its  logical  conclusion. 
If  a  reduction  of  hours  from  ten  to 
-eight  will  bring  into  employment  a  large 
additional  number  of  men,  so  will  a 
further  reduction  of  hours  from  eight 
till  six.  The  process  can  thus  be  con- 
tinued till  you  reach  the  absurd  con- 
<jlusion  that,  if  only  the  working-class 
work  one  hour  per  day  instead  of  ten,  we 
bhall  be  able  to  support  in  prosperity 
and  comfort  ten  times  the  population 
we  do  now.  It  may  be  desirable — 
I  do  not  say  it  is  not — in  the  case  of  the 
tramwaymen  working  twelve  hours  per 
^ay  to  reduce  their  hours.  Obviously 
that  is  a  change  which  should  be  accom- 
plished, but,  although  desirable,  it  is, 
«s  a  means  of  settling  the  unemployment 
problem,  useless  and  delusive.  If  the 
worlcing  classes  set  their  hopes  upon 
this  method  of  solution,  they  are  treading 
upon  wrong  lines  and  towards  a  goal 
wholly  unattainable.  There  is  no  sound 
-economist  who  will  sanction  the  doctrine 
contained  in  this  Resolution  that  a 
general  reduction  of  the  hours  of  labour 
can  be  relied  upon  to  solve  the  p^-oblem 
•of  unemployment. 

Nevertheleas  a  reduction  of  hours 
and  an  extension  of  leisure  are  obviously 
desirable  in  themselves,  and  what  this 
House  has  to  consider  on  this  and  similar 
occasions  is  how  far  it  is  legitimate  and 
practicable  for  the  State  to  intervene 
to  secure  them.  One  of  the  most 
Temailcable  features  of  the  debate  has 
been  that  not  one  Member  has  risen 
from  any  quarter  of  tne  House  to  lay 
down  the  old  doctrine  th'it  in  no  case 
should  the  State  interfere  to  fix  the 
hours  of  adult  labour. 

Sib  F.  BANBURY  :   I  will. 

*Mr.  HERBERT  SAMUEL:  The  hon. 
Member  has  hitherto  been  silent.  I 
noticed  his  absence  and  his  silence  with 
much  surprise.  Had  this  debate  taken 
place  sixty  years  ago,  the  whole  evening 
would  have  been  spent  in  discussing 
whether  it  was  on  any  occasion  legitimate 
to  use  the  power  of  the  law  to  interfere 
in  contracts  between  master  and  em- 
ployed and  fix  hours  of  labour  of  those  who 
are  assumed  to  be  capable  of  looking  after 
themselves.     This    change    of    attitude 


which  has  been  so  remarkably  exempli- 
fied to-night  has  been  due  to  the  fact 
that  we  have  come  to  regard  the  princi- 
ples of  liberty  in  a  somewhat  different 
light.  The  hon.  Member  for  the  City  of 
London  is,  I  think,  the  only  Member 
left  in  the  House  who  retains  the  old 
view.  Even  the  hon.  Member  for  Pres- 
ton has  deserted  him.  Some  years 
ago  he  wrote  a  very  able  and  cogent 
book,  in  collaboration  with  Mr. 
Sydney  Webb,  strenuously  advocating 
a  general  eigh^- hours  day,  to  be 
estabUshed  by  Act  of  Parliament.  The 
hon.  Member  for  the  City  of  London, 
I  think,  has  never  written  such 
a  book,  and  is  probably  never  likely 
to  do  so.  He  still  adheres  to  the 
I  old  individualistic  doctrine  of  the  sacred- 
ness  of  liberty,  and  by  liberty  he  means 
the  absence  of  legal  interference.  But 
i  does  the  hon.  Baronet  really  think 
when  men  work  twelve  hours  a  day  for 
six  days  a  week  they  work  those  hours 
!  because  they  want  to  ?  There  may 
I  be  other  forms  of  compulsion  besides 
'  legal  compulsion.  There  is  the  compul- 
sion of  economic  conditions.  There  are 
few  people  now  who  deny  that  the  restric- 
tions of  the  Factory  Acts  extend  liberty. 
They  do  not  stop  people  from  doing  what 
they  want  to  do,  but  prevent  people 
being  compelled  to  do  what  they  do  not 
want  to  do.  And  so  it  is  in  the  case  of 
other  regulations  limiting  the  hours  of 
labour. 

It  is  quite  true,  as  has  been  urged  by  the 
supporters  of  this  Motion,  that  fre- 
quently and  in  many  trades  a  short 
day  can  be  established  without  any 
cost  to  anyone.  The  production  in  an 
eight-hours  day  is  as  great  as  it  was 
jn  the  longer  day.  That  has  been  remark- 
ably shown  by  the  experience  of  the 
Government  Departments.  In  1894, 
when  the  present  Prime  Minister  was 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  the 
hours  of  labour  in  the  War  OflSce 
establishments  were  reduced  by  an 
average  of  five  and  three-quarter  hours 
per  week  ;  some  20,000  work-people  had 
their  hours  reduced  to  that  extent.  An 
'  inquiry  made  by  the  Board  of  Trade  after 
'  an  interval  of  ten  years  showed  that  this 
had  been  done  without  any  reduction  of 
;  wages  and  without  any  extra  cost  to  the 
public  ;   and  the  production  at  the  War 
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Office  establishments  in  an  eight-hours 
day,  in  a  forty-eight  hours  week,  was 
roughly  just  the  same  as  it  had  been  in 
previous  years  when  hours  of  labour  were 
fifty-three  and  three-quarters  per  week. 
The  experience  of  a  large  number  of 
private  firms  has  of  course  been  the  same. 
It  is  obvious  that  the  man  who  begins 
his  work  after  an  evening's  leisure,  after 
a  good  night's  rest,  and  after  a  meal  in 
the  morning,  works  briskly  and  persist- 
ently and  may  be  expected  to  do  much 
more  than  the  man  who  goes  to  his  labour 
hungry  and  already  tired.  But  although 
this  may  be  the  rule  in  many  instances,  the 
House  cannot  assume  that  the  rule  will 
universally  apply  and  that  this  will 
always  be  so  in  all  trades.  It  has  been 
foimd  from  returns  supplied  to  the  Board 
of  Trade  that  an  eight-hours  day  has 
been  established  in  private  firms  for 
only  60,000  work-people  in  fourteen  years. 
The  movement  towards  an  eight-hours- 
day  in  private  industry  has  been  exceed- 
ingly slow.  If  it  were  the  case  that  equal 
production  could  generally  be  obtained 
in  shorter  hours  of  labour  we  might  have 
expected  that  this  process  of  reduction 
would  have  been  far  more  rapid  than  in 
practice  it  has  been  foimd  to  be.  It  is 
obvious,  when  we  come  to  particular 
industries,  that  we  cannot  expect  that 
shorter  hours  will  result  in  an  equal 
measure  of  work.  Hon.  Members  oppo- 
site have  said  that  the  House  is  discussing 
a  Resolution  and  that  there  is  no  Bill 
before  us.  But  there  has  been  a  Bill 
before  this  House,  emanating  from  hon. 
Member's  opposite  and  introduced  in  this 
Parliament  each  session  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  South -West  Ham.  The 
purpose  of  it  is  the  same  as  this  Resolu- 
tion. The  Bill  would  establish  a  rigid 
eight-hours  day  in  every  employment  o« 
sea  and  land  without  any  exception  and 
without  any  exemptions  for  any  circum- 
stances other  than  actual  accident.  The 
penalty  on  any  employer  who  employed 
any  person  for  a  longer  period  would  be  a 
fine  of  not  less  than  £100  for  each  offence. 
Let  us  take  certain  staple  trades,  some 
of  which  have  been  mentioned.  Take, 
for  example,  agriculture,  the  textile 
trade,  shipping,  and  domestic  service. 
There  are  four  great  branches  of 
industry,  employing  about  one-third 
of  the  population.  Mark  how  im- 
practicahle     it      would       be      by      a 

Jfr.  ITerberi  Samuel. 


stroke  of  the  pen  to  enforce  any  such 
rigid  rule  in   such  cases.     In  agricul- 
ture, for  example,  as  the  hon.  Member 
for  Northamptonshire  has  illustrated,  it 
would  be  utterly  impracticable  to  apply 
rigid  hours  of  labour.    Nature  pays  no 
regard  whatever  to  Acts  of  Parliament. 
She  is  totally  disrespectful  of  our  laws. 
You  cannot  bring  the .  seasons  before  a 
Court  of  Summary  Jurisdiction.    To  sup- 
pose that  you  can  establish  a  rigid  eight- 
hours  day  for  agricultural  labourers  in  an 
industry  which  in  every  country  and   in 
every  age  has  always  had  irregular  periods 
of  employment  necessarily  varying  with 
the  seasons,  is  to  flout  the  intelligence 
of  the  House.    Then  with  regard  to  the 
textile  trades,  it  may  be  possible  gra- 
dually to  secure  a  further  reduction  of 
the  hours  of  labour,  but  at  one  blow  to 
strike  off  a  seventh — for  that  would  be 
the  result  of  reducing  hours  from  fifty- 
six    to    forty-eight — of    the    productive 
time  of  the  whole  cotton  and  woollen 
industry — an  industry  continually  faced 
by   very   close   and   dangerous   foreign 
competition  and  which  in  the  case  of  the 
cotton  trade  sends  some  three-quarters 
of  its  whole  products  to  foreign  markets 
in   competition   with   foreign   manu&u;- 
turers — to  suppose  that,  is  to  imagine  a 
change    which    every    Member    knows 
cannot  be   carried  into  effect  by  one 
single  step.    Then  again,  take  the  case 
of  shipping.      An  eight-hours  day  estab* 
lished  in  the  shipping  industry  would 
involve  an  increase  of  50  per  cent.*in  the 
cost   of   manning   our   ships,   an   over- 
whelmingly heavy  change.    Lastly,  with 
regard  to   domestic   service,   an   inter- 
mittent employment,  there  is  no  possi- 
bility in  practice  of  enforcing  any  such 
State  regulations.     I  venture  to  think 
if  hon.   Gentleman  opposite  below  the 
Gangway  were  on  this  side  of  the  House 
instead  of  that,  and  if  their  leaders  were 
seated  on  this  bench  instead  of  on  that, 
and  if  the  hori.  Member  for  South-West 
Ham  were  now  Home  Secretary,  he  would 
not  lay  before  the  House  the  Bill  which 
has  been  proposed  with  the  authority  ol 
the  Independent  Labour  Party,  and  he 
would  find  that  a  measure  of  that  sort 
woidd  not  seem  so  practicable  and  fea- 
sible  viewed   from   this   comer   of  the 
House  as  viewed  from  that.     There  are 
two  lines  of  actionjon  which  it  is  possible 
and  practicable  for  the  State  to  proceed. 
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In  the  first  place,  it  is  clearly  the  duty  of 
the  Government  to  make  its  own  employ- 
ment a  model  employment.  That  prin- 
ciple has  long  been  accepted  by  the 
House  and  acted  upon  by  different 
Groveniments,  and  in  the  War  Office,  in 
the  Admiralty,  in  the  Post  Office,  and  in 
all  the  cases  in  which  the  rule  is  practi- 
cable pn  eight-hours  day  has  already 
been  established  by  administrative 
action.  Farther  than  that,  the  State 
can  in  many  ways  take  steps  to  get  rid 
of  the  worst  evils  of  excessive  hours  in 
private  industry.  The  Factory  Acts 
have  that  in  view.  They  have  been 
successful  in  removing  the  worst  abuses 
of  the  over-work  of  women  and  children. 
The  Factory  Act  of  1895  enabled  the 
Home  Secretary  to  reduce  also  the  hours 
of  labour  of  adult  males  engaged  in  dan- 
gerous processes  and  that  power  has 
been  used  in  various  trades.  The  Rail- 
way Servants'  Hours  of  Labour  Act 
has  proceeded  on  the  same  lines,  and  has, 
I  think,  been  effectively  enforced.  The 
Early  Closing  of  Shops  Act  has  had  the 
same  purpose  in  view  and  has  achieved 
some  good,  but  as  the  Home  Secretary 
has  announced,  that  Act  clearly  wants 
•  strengthening,  and  it  should  be  the  duty 
of  Parliament  to  carry  its  methods 
further.  And  this  year  we  are  asking 
the  House  to  take  the  longest  step  for- 
ward that  will  yet  have  been  taken  for 
the  limitation  of  excessive  hours  of 
labour  in  the  Mines  Eight  Hours  Bill. 
It  is  often  thought  that  already  the  great 
majority  of  miners  imderground  are 
employed  for  eight  hours  or  less,  but 
that  is  not  the  case.  Of  the  700,000 
workers  employed  imdergroimd  three 
fourths  now  work  more  than  eight  hours, 
and  many  of  them  work  very  excessive 
hours.  In  Lancashire  the  ordinary  hours 
of  hewers  below  ground  are  nine  and 
a  half,  and  other  workers  ten  and  a 
half. 

Mr.  CARLILE  (Hertfordshire,  St. 
Albans)  :    How  many  days  a  week  : 

*Mr.  HERBERT  SAMUEL:  That 
does  not  alter  the  fact.  It  is  not  sur- 
prising that  being  called  upon  to  work 
excessive  hours  they  take  certain  days 
of  the  week  as  holidays,  and  that  is  one 
of  the  reasons  why  the  opposition  to  this 
Bill  mus  t  be  regarded  as  exaggerated,  see- 


ing that  the  opponents  of  the  Bill  have 
never  made  allowance  for  the  fact  that 
under  the  eight-hours  day  the  hours  of 
work  will  be  distributed  more  reasonably 
and  regularly.  In  South  Wales  again 
the  hours  underground  are  ten  and  a 
half  a  day.  In  these  cases  there  are 
clearly  very  excessive  hours  worked.  The 
opposition  to  which  I  have  just  referred 
is  based  upon  the  most  exaggerated  esti- 
mate of  the  possible  cost  of  introducing 
the  eight-hours  day  in  mines.  I  have 
sat  behind  the  Home  Secretary  when  he 
has  received  deputation  after  deputa- 
tion presenting  in  the  most  gloomy  termft 
the  disastrous  effects  of  carrying  this 
legislation.  All  these  deputations  base 
their  case  upon  the  assumption  that  a 
permanent  increased  cost  of  coal  would 
follow,  of  from  Is.  6d.  to  2s.  a  ton— a 
fantastic  estimate  based  on  no  facts 
whatever  and  supported  by  no  argimient^ 
an  absurd  exaggeration  of  the  prob- 
able or  even  the  possible  effects  of 
passing  the  Mines  Eight  Hours  Bill^ 
borne  out  in  no  degree  by  the  findings 
of  the  Committee  which  examined  the 
economic  effects  of  establishing  the  eight- 
hours  day.  However,  to-night,  it  is  not 
my  task  to  argue  the  merits  of  the  Mines 
Eight  Hours  Bill.  I  only  wish  to  make 
it  clear  to  the  House  in  connection  with 
this  Resolution  that  it  is  the  intention 
of  the  Government  in  this  session  ol 
Parliament  to  proceed  actively  with  this 
Bill,  and  though  some  Amendments  in 
matters  of  detail  may  be  needed,  we 
trust  that  we  shall  be  able  to  secure  this 
year  for  a  very  large  class  of  men  engaged 
in  exceptionally  arduous,  dangerous  and 
unattractive  labour,  that  largei*  leisure 
which  we  agree  with  Members  who  have 
moved  the  Resolution  is  one  of  the  fiirst 
conditions  of    a  satisfactory  life. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  (City  of  London): 
Certainly  when  I  came  down  to  the 
House  I  had  not  intended  to  intervene 
in  the  debate,  but  I  am  urged  to  occupy 
the  time  of  the  House  for  a  very  few 
minutes  by  the  interesting  address  of 
the  Under-Secretary.  I  did  not  quite 
make  out  whether  that  speech  was  in- 
tended to  be  one  in  favour  of  an  eight- 
hours  Bill  for  miners  or  one  against  an 
eight-hours  Bill  for  anybody  else.  It 
was  a  most  curious  speech.  He  gave  us 
in  very  terse  and  powerful  language  an 
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argument  to  show  that  the  great  textile 
industries  ought  certainly  not  to  be 
limited  to  eight  hours,  because  he  said, 
they  had  to  meet  foreign  competition  of 
a  very  serious  character,  and  if  you  limit 
the  output  of  those  industries,  as  you 
•would  limit  it  by  reducing  the  hours 
from  ten  to  eight,  they  would  not  be  able 
to  meet  their  rivals  in  neutral  and  in 
foreign  markets.  Then  he  turns  to  the 
coal  trade  and  tells  us  quite  incorrectly, 
I  think,  that  the  coal  trade  is  a  specially 
dangerous  trade.  That  is  not  found  to 
be  the  case  by  the  Report  of  the  Com- 
mission. 

The  secretary  of  STATE  for 
THE  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Mr.  Glad- 
flTONE,  Leeds,  W  ) :  They  foimd  it  was  a 
healthy  trade,  but  they  never  said  it  was 
not  dangerous. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  That  it  is  a 
trade  to  which  there  are  occasionally 
great  risks  attached,  and  in  which  great 
tragedies  occur  we  all  know,  imhappily 
by  recent  and  painful  experience,  but  I 
certainly  imderstood  that  the  average  of 
life  in  that  trade  was  a  good  average  of 
life,  comparing  extremely  favourably  with 
the  lives  of  operatives  engaged  in  other 
industries.  I  am  talking  of  the  length 
of  life  where  life  is  brought  to  a  con- 
clusion by  disease  or  by  accident,  and  if 
jou  take  length  of  life  as  a  test  of  the 
desirability  of  a  profession,  I  believe  coal 
mining  is  a  healthy  trade,  and  that  those 
•engaged  in  it  have  more  than  the  ordinary 
•expectation  of  life  which  attaches  to 
operatives  in  other  trades.  The  hon. 
•Gentleman  comes  down  and  tells  us  that 
this  trade,  unlike  the  textile  trade,  is  one 
'which  ought  to  have  special  consideration, 
And  with  a  singular  want  of  appropriate- 
ness he  drags  in  a  defence  of  the  Bill 
which  the  Government  will  have  to 
•defend  at  length  later  in  the  session 
when  he  is  engaged  in  arguing  against 
limiting  the  hours  in  other  trades;  be- 
cause when  you  limit  the  hours  of  labour 
you  diminish  the  output,  and  when  you 
limit  the  output  you  diminish  efficiency, 
And  when  you  diminish  efficiency  you 
diminish  the  power  of  competing  with 
rivals  in  other  markets,  is  there  no 
foreign  market  for  coal  ?  He  knows  well 
enough  that  there  is  a  large  and  increas- 
ing foreign  market  for  coal,  in  which  this 

Mi\  A.  J.  Balfour, 


country  has  to  suffer  great  competitioiL 
The    Government    of    which    the  hon. 
Gentleman  .is   a   Member    boasts  thAt, 
when  they  repealed  the  coal  duty,  thej 
enabled  the  coal  trade  to  compete  mon 
effectively  in  these  foreign  markets  thtn 
they  could  when  the  coal  duty  was  im- 
posed. I  fail  altogether  to  understand  how 
the  same  hon.  Gentleman  can  get  up  and 
give  his  views  on  the  economics  of  an 
Eight-Hours    Bill,    showing    how   abso- 
lutely injurious  it  is,  not  merely  to  the 
trade,  btit  to  the  operatives  engaged  in 
the  trade,  when  he  is  dealing  with  agri- 
culture, the  textile  industry  and  otibei 
great    staple    manufactures,    and    then 
turn  round  and  tell  us  at  the  end  of  his 
speech,  without  a  shadow  of  justification, 
that  there  is  one  trade  which  escapes  from 
the  net  of  this  argument,    which  gets 
through  the  meshes  of  the  dialectic  with 
which  he  has  instructed  and  entertained 
the   House  in   the  earlier    part   of  his 
speech,  and  that  is  the  coal  trade.    I 
think  when  he  was  dealing   with  this 
question  on  the  broad  lines   which  he 
adopted,  the  least  he  could  do  was  to 
show  in  what  relevant  respect  the  coal 
trade,  for  which  he  proposed  to  legislate, 
differs  from  the  other  trades  which  hon. , 
Members  below  the  Gangway  have  taken 
under  their  protection.     One  other  ob- 
servation, and  only  one  (hall  I  make 
I  to    the    Housa     l^e    hon.    Gentleman 
I  in   an    interesting    parenthesis    in    the 
middle  of  his  speech  told  us  that  not  a 
single  Member  of  the  House,  except  my 
hon.  colleague  in  the  representation  of 
j  the  City  of  London,  had  suggested  that 
I  it  was  not  desirable  or  competent  to  deal 
i  with  the  hours  of  male  adult  labour. 
I  I  listened  with  pain  and  surprise  to  the 
!  hon.  Gentleman.     I  thought  he  was  an 
economist  of  the  old  school.     I  thought 
I  he  carried  on  the  traditions  of  Adam 
;  Smith,  Ricardo,  James  Mill,  John  Mil, 
Bright,  and  Cobden. 

*Mr.  HERBERT  SAMUEL :  Heaven 
forbid  !  There  are  very  few  of  us  to-day 
who  share  the  hostility  to  interfering  with 
the  regulation  of  labour  which  was  enter- 
tained by  the  Manchester  school.  As 
the  Duke  of  Argyll  said  in  one  of  his  books 
some  time  ago,  it  was  one  of  the  most 
valuable  discoveries  of  economic  science 
in  the  nineteenth  century  that,  while  it 
is  essential  to  limit  by  law  the  conditions 
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of  labour,  it  is  disastrous  to  limit  by  law 
the  movements  of  trade. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  There  is  another 
discovery  which  will  come  home  to  the 
mind  and  conscience  of  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man before  he  is  much  older.  The  doc- 
trine which  he  no^  thanks  Heaven  he 
docs  no!}  share  was  really  part  of  a 
system,  nob  an  isolated  opinion  on  the 
part  of  the  eminent  men  whose  names  I 
have  quoted,  but  it  was  part  of  a 
general  system  of  laissez  faire,  of  which 
those  particular  forms  of  fiscal  ortho- 
doxy which  he  believes  were  a  part, 
but  only  a  part.  It  was  a  large,  co- 
herent, and  logical  system.  The  hon. 
Gentleman  not  only  rejected,  but  re- 
jected with  contumely  and  contempt, 
that  part  of  it.  He  thanks  Heaven  he 
is  not  as  they  were.  He  separftes  him- 
self from  these  distinguished  individu- 
alists and  advocates  of  freedom  as 
they  imderstood  it,  not  with  regret  but 
with  triumph.  I  cannot  help  thinking 
that  when  the  hon.  Gentleman  has 
carried  his  studies  still  further,  he  will 
see  that  there  are  other  points  in  which 
the  doctrines  of  those  eminent  men 
required  modification,  and  he  may  dis- 
cover that  the  differences  which  separate 
him  fiom  hon.  Gentlemen  on  this  side 
of  the  House  are  not  so  profound  as  he 
appears,  at  all  events  on  the  platform, 
occasionally  to  imagine. 

Mr.  ARTHUR  HENDERSON  (Dur- 
ham, Barnard  Castle)  said  the  criticisms 
against  the  Resolution  seemed  to  over- 
look the  fact  that  it  was  not  a  Bill.  In  the 
Session  of  1893-4  the  prerent  President  of 
the  Local  Government  Board  introduced 
a  general  Eight-Hours  Bill  almost  as 
comprehensive  as  this  Resolution,  on 
behalf  of  the  Parliamentary  Committee 
of  the  Trades  Congress  of  which  he  was 
then  a  member.  They  were  justified  in 
specifying  no  trades,  because  they  did 
not  wish  discussion  to  centre  round 
objections  on  behalf  of  any  particular 
trade,  and  the  value-  of  the  discussion 
to  be  lost.  The  speech  of  the  Under- 
Secretary  had  made  clear  the  intention 
of  the  Government  to  pass  this  session 
the  Mines  (Eight-Hours)  Bill.  If  they 
had  raised  this  discussion  for  no  other 
purpose,  in  view  of  what  had  been  going 
on  in  the  country  and  the  suggestions  in 


the  Press,  it  was  a  great  satisfaction  that 
they  had  got  from  the  hon.  Gentleman 
that  declaration.  That  was  a  great 
satisfaction  to  those  who  supported  this 
resolution.  Another  interesting  result 
of  the  debate  was  the  speech  of  the 
Leader  of  the  Opposition,  in  which  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  revealed  that  one 
more  article  in  the  social  programme 
of  1894,  which  very  largely  assisted  the 
Conservative  Party  to  power,  had  been 
discarded.  One  of  the  most  important 
items  in  the  programme  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  West 
Birminghs-m,  and  supported  by  the 
late  Lord  Salisbury,  was  an  eight-hours 
d  ly  for  mine  s,  and  after  having  used  that 
item  in  that  programme  for  vote-catching 
purposes  they  were  in  1908  to  be  told — 
for  that  was  the  only  interpretation 
which  could  be  put  upon  the  speech  of 
the  Leader  of  the  Opposition  to  which 
they  had  just  listened — that  this  item 
was  no  longer  in  the  programme  of  the 
Party  which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
represented.  If  the  debate  had  done 
nothing  more  than  make  it  clear,  on 
the  one  hand,  that  this  item  was  no 
longer  in  the  Unionist  social  programme, 
and  on  the  other  hand,  that  the 
Government  intended  to  make  them- 
selves responsible  for  the  introduction 
this  session  of  the  Miners  (Eight  Hours) 
Bill,  those  sitting  on  the  Labour  Benches 
were  satisfied,  and  these  two  points  had 
made  the  debate  full  of  interest.  In 
view  of  the  declaration  of  the  Govern- 
ment in  regard  to  the  Eight  Hours  BUI 
for  miners,  he  advised  his  hon.  friend 
to  withdraw  the  Motion.  [Unionist 
laughter.]  If  hon.  Gentlemen  above  the 
gangway  thought  they  were  going  to 
divide  the  tSovemment  and  the  Labour 
Party  on  this  question  they  were  mis- 
taken. They  were  as  short-sighted  on 
this  matter  as  the  Government  were  in 
the  division  on  Friday.  If  the  Gov- 
ernment would  hold  to  their  promise 
the  Lai  our  Party  would  assist  them  in 
passing  that  measure  into  law  during 
the  present  session.  He  appealed  to 
his  hon.  friend  to  be  content  with  the 
discussion  which  had  taken  place  and 
withdraw  his  Resolution. 

Mr.  CLYNES  said  he  had  no  desire 
to  shirk  a  division,  but  in  view  of  the 
very    definite    declaration    with    respect 
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to  a  Mines  (Eight  Hours)  Bill,  and  the 
many  expressions  of  sympathy  in  re- 
gard to  the  application  of  the  same 
principle  to  other  trades  and  industries 
he  asked  leave  to  withdraw  his  Resolu- 
tion. 

Sir  F.  BANBURY  objected  to  the 
Motion  b^ing  withdrawn.  It  was  an 
extremely  important  Motion,  and  the 
House  of  Commons  should  have  the 
courage  to  show  whether  they  were 
in  favour  or  against  it.  He  had  listened 
carefully  to  the  speech  made  by  the 
Under-Secretary,  and  he  could  hardly 
make  head  or  tail  of  it.  The  hon. 
Member  said  that  he  (the  speaker)  was 
the  only  Member  of  the  House  who 
held  the  views  he  did,  and  tnat  now 
even  the  Member  for  Preston  had  de- 
serted him,  and  he  gave  as  his  authority 
the  fact  that  the  Member  for  Preston 
had  written  a  book  dealing  with  Socialism. 
The  hon.  Member  for  Preston  said  he 
had  now  changed  all  the  views  he  then 
held,  because  experience  had  taught 
him  he  was  wrong.  He  had  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  the  book  he  wrote 
eighteen  years  ago  did  not  represent 
his  opinions  now,  and  his  hon.  friend 
and  himself  were  still  imited  upon 
every  subject  with  the  exception  of 
free  trade,  but  even  on  that  he  still  held 
out  hopes  that  he  would  be  able  to 
convert  him. 

*Mr.  LUPTON  (Lincolnshire,  Sleaford) 
said  he  would  like  to  give  the  House  the 
benefit  of  some  calculations  he  h<id 
made  as  to  the  proportion  of  the  houis 
in  nis  life  a  man  would  be  allowed  to 
work  if  this  Resolution  were  made  law. 
A  man's  expectation  of  life  was  about 
forty -six  years.  Of  these  twelve  were  in 
childhood,  and  four  illness  and  old  age, 
leaving  thirty  years  of  work.  Allowing 
for  Saturday  afternoons  there  were  only 
forty-six  hours  in  a  week,  and  allowing 
for  holidays  and  stoppages  there  re- 
mained only  forty-two  hours,  and  these 
spread  over  the  forty-six  years  averaged 
only  about  twenty- eight  hours  per  week. 
There  were  168  hours  in  a  week 

Earl  WINTERTON  rose  in  his  place 
and  claimed  to  move,  "That  the  Question 
be  now  put,"  but  Mr.  Speaker  withheld 
his  assent,  and  declined  then  to  put  that 
Question.     Debi^tP.  resumed — 

Mr,  Clynes, 


♦Mr.  LUPTON  continuing  his  speech 
said  that  calculating  168  hours  in  a  week, 
that  allowed  one  hour  out  of  every  six  in 
a  man's  life  for  work,  and  if  the  man  was 
married  and  his  wife  did  not  earn  ajij 
money  the  proportion  would  be  one 
hour  out  of  every  twelve  houD 
during  life  of  the  couple.  [Gies 
of  "  Divide,  divide."]  He  cotdd  not  be 
a  party  to  a  measure  which  would 
make  it  a  penal  offence  for  a  man  and  bis 
wife  to  do  more  than  one  hour's  work 
for  wages  in  every  twelve  hours. 

And,  it  being  Eleven  of  the  Clock, 
the  debate  stood  adjourned. 

Debate  to  be  resumed  upon  Monday 
next. 


SUPPLY  [20th  FbbbuabyI    REPORT. 
Resolutions  reported. 

CIVIL  SERVICES  AND  REVENUE  DE- 
PARTMENTS  (SUPPLEMENTARY)  ES- 
IIMATES.  1907-8. 

Revenue  Depabmbnts. 

1.  **  That  a  Supplementary  sum,  not 
exceeding  £260,000,  be  granted  to  His 
Majesty,  to  defray  the  Charge  which  wiD 
come  in  course  of  payment  during  the 
year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March, 
1908,  for  the  Salaries  and  Expenses  of 
the  Post  Office,  including  Telegraphs.'^ 

Class  III. 

2.  *'  That  a  Supplementary  sum,  not 
exceeding  £5,000,  be  granted  to  ffis 
Majesty,  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will 
come  in  course  of  payment  during  the 
year  ending  on  the  dlst  day  of  March, 
1908,  for  the  Expenses  of  the  Royal 
Irish  Constabulary." 

Class  IV. 

3.  "  That  a  Supplementary  sum,  not 
exceeding  £6,000,  be  granted  to  ffis 
Majesty,  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will 
come  in  course  of  payment  during  the 
year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March, 
1908,  for  the  Expenses  of  the  Board  of 
Education,  including  a  Grant  in  Aid  of 
the  Imperial  College  of  Science  and 
Technolog}'." 

First  Resolution  read  a  second  time. 
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Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  this  House  doth  agree  with  the 
Committee   in   the   said   Resolution." 

Mr.  CLAUDE  HAY  said  he  wished  to 
take  th^  opportunity  of  asking  the 
Postmaster-General  what  decision  he 
had  come  to  in  reference  to  the  matter 
of  political  associations  in  the  Post 
OflSce.  The  matter  had  already  been 
raised  in  the  House  of  Cooinions,  and 
it  would  be  raised  until  some  very  definite 
principle  was  laid  down  which  all  postal 
servants  must  follow.  Only  a  few  days 
ago  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  circu- 
lated with  the  Votes  and  Proceedings  an 
Answer  to  a  Question  in  which  he  stated 
that  there  were  no  regulations  with 
regard  to  the  organisation  of  political 
bodies  by  servants  of  the  Post  Office. 

*Mr.  speaker  :  The  point  which  the 
hon.  Member  is  seeking  to  raise  should 
be  raised  on  the  salary  of  the  Postmaster- 
General.  That  is  not  contained  in  this 
Vote. 

Sir  F.  BANBURY  called  attention  to 
an  item  for  the  purchase  of  sites,  and 
pointed  out  that  while  the  original 
Estimate  was  £110,000  the  revised  esti- 
mate was  £160,000,an  increase  of  £50,000. 
The  question  of  purchasing  sites  was  not 
one  which  came  up  unexpectedly,  and 
he  wished  to  know  from  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  why  there  had  been  such  a 
large  increase  in  the  Estimate.  He 
observed  also  that  there  was  a  Supple- 
mentary Estimate  for  £59,800  in  connec- 
tion with  the  telegraph  service.  Last 
year  the  hon.  Member  for  Preston  moved 
a  reduction  of  the  Vote  jon  the  ground 
that  the  telegraph  and  telephone 
services  were  run  at  a  loss,  and  not 
managed  in  a  businesslike  manner. 
It  seemed  to  him  that  the  hon.  Member 
for  Preston  was  right,  for  they  had  an 
increase  of  £59,000  which  apparently 
had  arisen  from  bad  administration  in 
working  the  telegraph  and  telephone 
services.  And,  therefore,  he  woidd  be 
obliged  if  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
would  give  him  some  details  as  to  the 
reason  why  this  increase  had  come  about. 
Further,  imder  Sub-head  C,  there  was 
an  amount  to  meet  expenditure  in  con- 
sequence of  the  changes  recommended 
by  the  Select  Committee  on  Post  Office 


servants  being  carried  out.  He  would 
like  to  have  some  little  explanation  of 
that.  He  wanted  to  Imow  what 
effect  the  increases  given  had  had  on 
the  Post  Office  servants.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  told  the  House  that  the 
expense  under  this  head  for  last  year 
came  to  £100,000,  and  j[,he  presumed 
that  that  was  part  of  the  Supplementary 
Estimate  that  was  required.  But  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  also  said 
that  the  cost  next  year  would-be  £500,000, 
and  the  year  after,  between  £600,000  and 
£700,000,  although  he  thought  £700,000 
would  be  nearer  the  mark  tl^n  £600,000. 
He  found  in  a  newspaper  called  The 
Post,  dated  22nd  February,  1908,  this 
remarkable  statement — 

"  The  year  opened  with  the  not  unnatural 
anticipation  that  the  Hobhouse  Committee 
would  recommend  substantial  improvements 
in  the  Postal  Service.  Our  past  efforts  had 
obtained  the  long-desired  Parliamentary  In- 
quiry which  we  had  fondly  hoped  would  act  as  an 
impartial  tribunal  between  us  and  those  in 
command.  We  were,  however,  doomed  to 
failure:  instead  of  an  Arbitration  Board,  we 
discovered  a  tribunal  bent  on  resisting  the 
claims  put  forward  on  behalf  of  the  staff,  and 
although  certain  members  of  the  Committee 
appear  to  have  done  their  best  for  the  staff, 
the  Departmental  views  have  been  given  undue 
preference,  and  evidence  is  not  wanting  that 
the  methods  adopted  were  not  above  suspicion.  *• 

And  then  this  article  goes  on  to  state — 

"  As  soon  as  the  recommendations  of  the 
Committee  became  known,  it  was  thought 
advisable  to  call  *a  special  general  meeting  of 
members  to  give  expression  to  the  general  dis- 
appointment and  dissatisfaction.'* 

And  further,  the  article  stated  that  the 
meeting — 

"  Emphatically  condemned  the  verdict  of 
the  Committee  as  being  entirely  against  the 
weight  of  evidence,  and  obtained  by  methods 
that  were  considered  very  questionable.'* 

He  wanted  to  know  what  the  right  hon« 
Gentleman  thought  of  his  Department 
telling  him  that  he  had  obtained  results 
by  methods  which  were  considered  very 
questionable — results  which  would  im- 
pose this  year  £100,000  on  the  over- 
burdened taxpayers  of  the  country,  and 
next  year  and  the  year  following,  between 
£500,000  and  £700,000?  He  did  not 
object  to  this  if  the  verdict  had  been 
properly  given,  because  he  knew  that  his 
friend  the  hon.  Member  for  Hoxton  had 
taken  a  very  prominent  part  in  the 
busmess,  and  if  it  had  gone  to  satisfy  the 
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deHirc  of  the  PoHt  Office  servants.  But :  ance  of  the  hon.  Baronet  were  more 
he  warit«;d  t^>  know  if  they  were  going  to  ]  emulated  by  hon.  Members -on  the  Mnis- 
vot^j  £KK),00f)  when  the  Post  Office  terial  Benches.  He  could  not  hdp 
wjrvantrt  wfjre  not  satisfied  ?  There  were  j  thinking  that  so  large  a  siun  of  money  as 
other  questions  he  would  have  liked  to  |  this  might  grow  to  a  very  much  larger 
have  raisf*,d,  but  the  hour  being  late  he  extent  in  time  and  ought  not  to  be  voted 
would  only  refer  to  another  point  in  this 


pa[K5r,  The  PohL     The  writer  went  on  to 

say — 

"  Thu  nriihiguily  of  the  lanRUttgc  in  tho 
K<>|)orl  riuwl'-  it  nfccHMary  to  lay  down  the 
[irojHT  intiTprc'lation  thereof,  and  the  Post- 
maHt^r-Oi-niTal  invit#?<l  n-proH-ntatives  of  the 
AM»»f»oifition  to  (Uhoiims  thowj  int«Tprotatiorw 
with  himM^'If  or  thu  K<Hrn*tariat.  Here  apjain 
furMHT  diMMppointmf;nt  waH  oxiHTienced,  for 
inHt«'ad  of  <lirt<;iiHsinK  wliat  tho  int<*rpretation 
nhoiild  h»»,  the  n.'firew^nt.'itivoH  ha<l  to  liKton 
to  what  th'^  Dopartniental  inlerprMalion  was. 
without  th''  Hli^htoHt  proHpc'<rt  of  alterins;  it. 
Wo  liavi!  no  h«*Hitation  in  Haying  that  tho  whole 
biiHincHH  in  entirely  unHatiHfactory  from  bcKiii- 
ninv  to  v\v\,  and  th<»  rca.son  apjM'ars  to  bo  that 
th*'  (JovoriiTiiont  Ih  bent  on  saving  money  in 
nvory  poHMiblo  way." 

H<^  did  not  agree  with  that  part  of  the 
article.  He  did  not  believe  that  the 
OovornintMit  were  suving  any  money 
except  in  the  case  of  the  Army  and  Navy. 
Ho  hopecl  the  Postmaster- General  would 
give  a  sat  iHfart^)ry  account  of  what  he 
had  doin*  himself  and  would  give  the 
House  an  assurance  that  this  large  sum 
whii'h  would  bo  taken  by  the  Post  Office 
servants  would  satisfy  their  claims  and 
that  they  would  not  ask  for  more. 

Mr.  T.  L.  CORBETT  said  that 
the  House  was  indebted  to  the  hon. 
Ihironct.  for  the  consistent  vigilance  he 
displaycil  in  looking  after  the  expenditure 
of  lari:;**  sums  of  nu>ney  which  had  been  j 
voteil  l)v  the  House.     The  lion.  Hjironet  | 


without  some  fuller  and  more  careful 
explanation  than  had  yet  been  given  to 
them  by  the  Postmaster-Gkneral.  Thcj 
ought  to  know  whether  these  feelings  of 
dissatisfaction  and  disappointment  among 
the  employees  of  the  Post  Office,  which 
had  found  such  eloquent  exposition  io 
the  magazine  which  had  been  referred  to, 
and  also  been  expressed  by  his  hon.  friend 
to  some  extent,  would  lead  to  very  large 
amounts  being  demanded  by  these  dis- 
satisfied employees. 

Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON  :  The  nou. 
Baronet  has  asked  me  two  specific 
questions,  and  I  apologise  for  not  being 
in  my  place  earlier  in  the  evening  when 
ho  was  speaking.  The  hon.  Baronet 
asked  me  why  we  did  not  anticipate 
spending  £70,000  upon  the  Birmingham 
Post  Oftice  site  this  year.  The  reason 
is  that  when  we  investigated  the  matter, 
we  found  that  we  were  able  to  complete 
our  negotiations  rather  sooner  than 
we  thought,  and  we  were  able  to  put 
ourselves  two  months  in  advance.  That 
is  the  explanation  of  the  Vote  appearing 
this  year,  and  not  next.  As  to  the 
telegraph  service  I  can  disabuse  his 
mind  of  the  idea  that  there  is  any  in- 
creased ordinary  expenditure.  If  he 
will  look  at  the  Supplementary  Estimate 
he  will  see  that  these  additions  which 
will  fall  on  the  past  year  are  in  cons  - 
quence  of  the  recommendations  of  the 


had  p<)ii\tiMl  out  that  this  Vote  involved  Commit>tee.  Therefore  any  increase  of 
the  oxponilituro  of  £100,000  on  additions  ;  expenditure  on  the  telegraph  service 
to  the  p:iy  of  Post  Olliro  servants  and  ,  his  nothing  to  do  with  the  matter,  and 
that  that  would  further  involve  in  a  short  it  his  only  reference  to  the  recommenda- 
time  the  oxponditun*  of  a  still  greater  .  tions    of  the  Committee  in  some  cases 


sum.  Yet  under  those  oin-umstances. 
his  oontei\tion  was  th;it  the  (.Toveniment 
had  trivon  no  satisfaction  whatever  to 
their  Post  Otlioe  employees.  The  hon. 
Han>net  luid,  by  quotation  from  their 
newspaper,  show^l  the  views  of  the 
servants  of  the  Post  Olhoo  aiid  why  they 
were  not  Siitistied  with  the  conditions  of 


in  regard  to  increased  wages,  and  in 
oti  er  cases  due  to  improved  position. 
The  hon.  Baronet  will  be  glad  to  know 
in  reference  to  the  point  1  e  raised  as 
to  the  neGessit\  of  distinguishing  between 
the  tele<rraphic  and  telephonic  ser^-ices 
thit  I  can  assure  him  that  we  h'lve 
.ilrea<ly  put  our  Estimates  on  the  very 


their  iv\y,  but  hon.  Members  who  wer»?  i  basis  he  indioateti.  We  have  initiated 
Txwdy  to  rush  and  vote  without  d:s«?nni- '  a  nietho<;l  of  distinguishing  between 
ir.atiou  any  amoimt  of  money  were  kow  the  :«.-lephone  and  telegraph  servicer  so 
i!\Atiev.ti\-e.     He  wished  that  the  vi^^l-    th*t    thcst-.     interested     will     find     an 
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absolute  distinction  between  the  two. 
I  will  have  a  Return  made  as  to  the 
form  of  Estimcite  which  will  show  that 
distinction.  I  shall  be  glad  of  any 
criticism  on  the  Estimates  both  in 
the  past  and  in  the  future,  but  in 
the  future  we  shall  have  an  absolute 
distinction  between  telephonic  service 
and  telegraphic  service.  The  tele- 
graphic system  is  a  losing  one,  un- 
fortunately, but  the  telephonic  service 
is  a  paying  one,  and  we  want  to  keep  it 
on  a  paying  basis.  In  reply  to  the  hon. 
Member  I  would  say  that  I  have  al- 
ready explained  at  considerable  length 
the  amounts  which  we  were  voting  upon 
the  Supplementary  Estimates,  and  I 
need  not  go  all  over  it  again.  It  would 
be  only  a  repetition  of  my  speech.  I 
explained  what  the  Parliamentary  Com- 
mittee had  recommended,  and  I  ex- 
plained the  amount  wliich  had  been 
spent.  I  cannot  accept  the  views  which 
have  been  read  from  a  service  organ 
and  I  deny  the  statements  made  there. 
I  am  quite  certain  that  the  Parliamentary 
Conmiittee  of  this  House  did  their  very 
best  in  a  very  difficult  position,  and  gave 
an  impartial  and  unprejudiced  judgment 
on  the  case.  As  far  as  I  am  concerned, 
I  have  fully  accepted  and  endorsed 
the  findings  of  that  Committee  and 
endeavoured  to  put  them  into  force 
as  far  as  possible,  and  I  think  we  shall  all 
agree  in  voting  the  amount  which  we 
have  divided  among  a  very  zealous  and 
very  efficient  branch  of  the  public 
service. 

Question  put,   and   agreed  to. 

Second     Resolution     read     a    second 

time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  House  do  agree  with  the  Com- 
mittee in  the  said  Resolution." 

Mb.  BARRIE  (Londonderry,  N.)  said 
that  before  the  Vote  passed  he  wished 
to    ask    some    questions    of    the    Chief 
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Secretary  for  Ireland.  They  were  in- 
formed that  the  Constabulary  Force 
had  been  increased  in  the  last  six  months 
by  something  like  800  members.  They 
were  also  aware  that  the  expense  of  each 
addition  to  the  force  was  about  £100 
per  annum.  He  would,  therefore,  ask 
how  many  extra  constables  were  repre- 
sented by  the  amount  which  they  were 
now  asked  to  vote.  It  appeared  to  him 
that  the  amount  asked  for  to  carry  on 
up  to  dlst  March  was  insufficient,  and 
he  would  have  expected  the  sum  to  be 
nearer  £20,000  than  £5,000.  Would  the 
Chief  Secretary  tell  them  what  were  the 
numbers  of  police  in  respect  of  which 
this  Vote  was  asked  for,  and  whether  the 
sum  was  adequate  ?  He,  personally, 
had  no  objection  to  offer  if  it  was.  This, 
however,  was  the  fourth  Supplementary^ 
Estimate  which  they  had  been  asked 
to  vote  within  the  last  fortnight,  and 
that  was  a  very  serious  state  of  affairs* 
He  would  be  slow  to  suggest  that  the 
sum  asked  for  was  not  asked  for  in  good 
faith,  but  on  the  information  before 
them  it  appeared  to  him  that  it  was 
hardly  sufficient  to  cover  the  necessary 
expense. 

Mr.  BIRRELL  :  I  can  assure  the  hon* 
Member  that  the  Supplementary  Esti- 
mate is  perfectly  accurate,  and  that  it 
coveA  all  the  services  detailed.  This 
is  a  substantial  advance,  as  we  ask  for 
an  increase  of  £2,000.  The  original  '' 
Estimate,  as  the  Paper  shows,  was 
£18,500,  and  now  the  revised  Estimate 
is  £20,500.  In  1906-07,  the  grant  was 
£19,000,  and  the  expenditure  only 
£17,311.  In  1905-06,  the  original  Esti- 
mate was  £18,000,  and  the  expenditure 
only  £17,867.  In  the  year  1904-05, 
the  original  Estimate  was  £20,000,  and 
the  actual  expenditure  £16,724,  so  that 
there  has  been  a  considerable  saving  in 
the  past,  but  now  I  am  sorry  to  say 
that  there  is  a  considerable  increase, 
the  Estimate  being  £18,500,  and  the 
expenditure  £20,500.  It  does  not  bear 
any  definite  ratio  to  the  number  of  the 
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desire  of  the  Post  Office  servants.  But 
he  wanted  to  know  if  they  were  going  to 
vote  £100,000  when  the  Post  Office 
servants  were  not  satisfied  ?  There  were 
other  questions  he  would  have  liked  to 
have  raised,  but  the  hour  being  late  he 
would  only  refer  to  another  point  in  this 
paper,  The  Post,  The  writer  went  on  to 
say— 

*'  The  ambiguity  of  the  language  in  the 
Report  made  it  necessary  to  lay  flown  the 
proper  interpretation  thereof,  and  the  Post- 
master-General invited  representatives  of  the 
Association  to  discuss  these  interpretations 
with  himself  or  the  Secretariat.  Here  again 
further  disappointment  was  experienced,  for 
instead  of  discussing  what  the  interpretation 
should  be,  the  representatives  had  to  listen 
to  what  the  Departmental  interj>retation  was, 
without  the  slightest  prospect  of  altering  it. 
We  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  the  whole 
business  is  entirely  unsatisfactory  from  begin- 
ning to  end.  and  the  reason  appears  to  be  that 
the  Government  is  bent  on  saving  money  in 
every  possible  way." 

He  did  not  agree  with  that  part  of  the 
article.  He  did  not  believe  that  the 
Government  were  saving  any  money 
except  in  the  case  of  the  Army  and  Navy. 
He  hoped  the  Postmaster- Gisneral  would 
give  a  satisfactory  account  of  what  he 
had  done  himself  and  would  give  the 
House  an  assurance  that  this  large  sum 
which  would  be  taken  by  the  Post  Office 
servants  would  satisfy  their  claims  and 
that  they  would  not  ask  for  more. 

Mr.  T.  L.  CORBETT  said  that 
the  House  was  indebted  to  the  hon. 
Baronet  for  the  consistent  vigilance  he 
displayed  in  looking  after  the  expenditure 
of  large  sums  of  money  which  had  been 
voted  by  the  House.  The  hon.  Baronet 
had  pointed  out  that  this  Vot<;  involved 
the  expenditure  of  £100,000  on  additions 
to  the  pay  of  Post  Office  servants  and 
that  that  would  further  involve  in  a  short 
time  the  expenditure  of  a  still  greater 
sum.  Yet  imder  these  circimistances, 
his  contention  was  that  the  Government 
had  given  no  satisfaction  whatever  to 
their  Post  Office  employees.  The  hon. 
Baronet  had,  by  quotation  from  their 
newspaper,  shown  the  views  of  the 
servants  of  the  Post  Office  and  why  they 
were  not  satisfied  with  the  conditionB  of 
their  pay,  but  hon.  Memb  w  • 
ready  to  rush  and  vote  ■■ 
ination  any  amov- 
inattentive. 

Siri" 


ance    of   the   hon.    Baronet   were 
emulated  by  hon.  Members  -on  the 
terial     Benches.     He     could     nol 
thinking  that  so  large  a  sum  of  m( 
this  might  grow  to  a  very  mucl 
extent  in  time  and  ought  not  to  b( 
without   some    fuller   and   more 
explanation  than  had  yet  been  gi 
them  by  the  Postmaster-Greneral. 
ought  to  know  whether  these  feel 
dissatisfaction  and  disappointment 
the  employees  of  the  Post  Office, 
had  found  such  eloquent  exposit 
the  magazine  which  had  been  refer 
and  also  been  expressed  by  his  hoii 
to  some  extent,  would  lead  to  ve 
amounts  being  demanded  by  tl; 
satisfied  employees. 

Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON  :    ' 
Baronet    has    asked    me    twc> 
questions,  and  I  apologise  for 
in  my  place  earlier  in  the  evei 
ho    was   speaking.     The    hon 
asked  me  why  we  did  not 
spending  £70,000  upon  the   I 
Post  Office  site  this  year.     ' 
is  that  when  we  investigated 
we  found  that  we  were  able 
our    negotiations    rather    f 
we  thought,  and  we  were 
ourselves  two  months  in  ad 
is  the  explanation  of  the  V< 
this  year,   and   not  next, 
telegraph  service   I  can 
mind  of  the  idea  that  th* 
creased    ordinary    expeni 
will  look  at  the  Suppleme* 
he  will  see  that  these  a 
will  fall  on  the  past  yea 
quence  of  the  reoommei 
Committee.    Therefore  ■■ 
expenditure   on    the    t 
has  nothing  to  do  with 
it  has  only  reference  to    ..^ 
tions   of  the  Committ^ 
in  regard  to  inoreaajMl    j  ^^  not  8 

The  hoiL  Baronet  *U*  _,^tk 

in  reference  to  ♦^^^*'-   ^  ^- 

to  the  necessit)  W 
the  telegfapbk    nat 

th^t  I  GmjM|M&  figsB^'I' 

A 
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that  while  they  were  told  Ireland  was  in 
a  peaceful  condition  the  House  should 
be  asked  to  sanction  this  very  large  addi- 
tional Vote.  Eight  hundred  and  two 
more  men  had  been  enrolled,  and  he 
thought  it  was  absolutely  necessary  that 
this  amount  should  be  voted.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  was  now  find- 
ing it  necessary,  at  all  events,  largely 
and  properly  to  increase  the  nimiber 
of  police.  If  he  would  only  give 
the  police  the  thought  that  they  had 
behind  them  a  Government  prepared 
to  support  them  and  back  them  up  in 
doing  their  duty,  they  would  vote  this 
money  even  more  readily.  The  Govern- 
ment was  constantly  reiterating  that 
Ireland  was  in  a  peaceful  condition,  and 
yet  they  asked  them  for  a  largely  in- 
<5rea8ed  expenditure  on  police.  He  hoped 
his  hon.  friend  would  not  insist  upon 
dividing  the  House.  He  hoped  he  would 
accept  the  assurance  of  the  Ulster 
Members  that  there  was  not  a  single 
member  of  the  Force  who  was  not  abso- 
lutely required  to  maintain  law  and 
order  in  Ireland.  Although  the  dis- 
turbances were  hushed  up  by  the  Govern- 
ment, thfiy  knew  the  real  need  for  these 
men,  and  to  do  them  justice,  they  had 
engaged  a  large  extra  force. 
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Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Third  Resolution  read  a  second  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
^*That  the  House  doth  agree  with  the 
Committee  in  the  said  Eesolutiou." 

♦Sib  WILLIAM  ANSON  (Oxford  Uni- 
versity) :  The  Vote  which  accompanies 
this  Supplementary  Estimate  is  some- 
what puzzling,  the  object  for  which  the 
money  is  to  be  voted  is  a  new  one.  I 
am  glad  to  see  that  this  Imperial  College 
has  at  last  taken  a*  permanent  position, 
and  I  am  sure  everyone  who  is  interested  in 
the  technological  education  of  the  country 
will  heartily  wish  it  success.  I  should 
like,  however,  to  have  some  explanation 

VOL.  CLXYXyj.  [Foi/OTH  ;Series.] 


from  the  Parliamentary  Secretary  as  to 
how  this  particular  sum  of  £6,000  is 
arrived  at.  I  have  no  doubt  it  can  be 
given,  but  it  is  not  supplied  in  the  Vote 
added  to  the  Supplementary  Estimate. 
As  I  understand  the  matter,  the  Govern- 
ment are  proposing  to  grant  £20,000  a 
year  to  this  Royal  College  of  Science  and 
Technology,  and  that  £20,000  is  to  in- 
clude the  money  hitherto  paid  to  the 
Royal  College  of  Science  and  School  of 
Mines.  One  must,  therefore,  look  to  the 
Estimates  of  last  year  and  the  Estimates 
of  this  year  to  see  what  is  appropriated 
to  the  Royal  College  of  Science  and 
School  of  Mines  to  ascertain  how  this 
£6,000  is  arrived  at.  I  have  no  doubt 
the  Parliamentary  Secretary  will  be  able 
to  explain  this  :  In  the  Estimate  for  last 
year  there  was  £15,762  for  salaries  and 
expenses;  £4,225  for  exhibitions  and 
scholarships  ;  £3,750  for  the  laboratory  ; 
£900  for  heating ;  £1,800  for  collections ; 
and  £150  for  furniture,  the  whole 
amoimting  to  £26,587.  If  the  College  of 
Science  and  the  School  of  Mines  required 
£26,587  last  year,  and  if  the  Royal  Col- 
lege of  Science  and  Technology  is  to 
receive  £20,000  a  year  from  the  Grovern- 
ment,  I  do  not  imderstand  how  it 
is  there  is  still  £6,000  due  to  this 
institution.  Why,  having  received 
£26,000,  are  you  asking  for  more  ?  Then 
there  is  an  estimate  this  year  for  the 
Royal  College  of  Science  of  £18,551, 
set  down  as  a  charge  which  will 
no  longer  be  made.  There  are  still  in 
the  Estimates  for  the  year  charges  for 
studentships,  heating,  collections,  and 
lighting.  If  these  charges  continue, 
what  is  this  charge  of  £18,000  odd  which 
is  set  aside  as  being  no  longer  due  to  the 
Royal  College  of  Science  ?  If  that  is  to 
be  subtracted  from  the  £20,000  which 
the  Grovernment  pay  to  the  Royal  Col- 
lege, how  is  it  that  £6,000  is  due  still  on 
this  financial  year  ?  I  would  like  to  ask 
the  Parliamentary  Secretary  these  ques- 
tions :  why,  having  had  so  much  during 
the  present  financial  year,  are  you  asking 


for  £6,000 
2  B 


more  ?     Supposing  Y'^m  ^\» 
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•  lu5t  *lt».iH?lV  ^JOw  do  you  explain  the  dif- 
t  ivuv-^  Ivcwwn  £26,000  odd,  the  charge 
Wt  vviir.  *r.d  £18,000  odd  which  you  say 
V*  tit  ctoc  Iv  charged  this  year  ?  Lastly, 
^btv  1$  this  sum  to  be  withdrawn  from 
tt^^  v>^wiiance  of  the  Comptroller  and 
V\^U«v>rG^neral  ?  I  do  not  imderstand 
ch^  jK^tion.  Here  is  money  granted  by 
ISrliAiuent  for  a  definite  purpose.  Surely 
tho  Comptroller-General  has  first  of  all  to 
ixuisider  whether  the  money  is  properly 
appropriated  to  that  purpose,  and  next, 
whether  it  has  been  properly  applied. 
What  on  earth  is  the  reason  why  this 
particular  sum  has  been  withdrawn  from 
the  cognisance  of  the  Comptroller- General 
on  whom  we  rely  for  securing  that  the 
money  vote  is  applied  to  the  purpose 
for  which  we  vote  it  ?  I  have  no  doubt 
that  there  is  an  explanation  of  these 
complications  which  have  bewildered  my 
immathematical  mind,  but  I  venture  to 
think  they  would  be  found  perplexing  to 
anyone  who  pays  attention  to  the  grants 
made  by  the  (Government  to  science  in  its 
various  departments.  I  do  not  grudge 
a  single  penny  which  the  Grovemment  is 
prepared  to  spend  on  this  Royal  College. 
I  believe  the  money  will  be  well  spent 
and  that  the  institution  is  one  from 
which  good  will  result.  It  is  in  no 
grudging  spirit  that  I  ask  the  Parlia- 
mentary Secretary  to  explain  how  he 
gets  at  this  £6,000. 

The  parliamentary  SECRE- 
TARY TO  THE  BOARD  OF  EDUCATION 
(Mr.  Lough,  Islington,  W.) :  The  hon. 
Baronet  is  not  imreasonable  in  asking 
for  an  explanation.  I  am  sorry  he 
does  not  find  the  note  at  the  foot  of  the 
Estimate  quite  full  enough  to  satisfy 
him,  but  I  will  be  glad  to  give  him  what 
he  wants.  The  arrangement  is  that 
a  grant  had  to  be  paid  to  this  new  college 
of  £20,000  a  year,  and  I  may  here  dis- 
pose of  one  difficulty  that  was  raised 
at  the  end  of  the  hon.  Member's  re- 
marks. This  £20,000  will  appear  in  the 
Estimates  of  the  Board  of  Education, 
so  that  it  will  not  be  withdrawn  from 
Sir  /niliam  Arhson, 
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the  cognisance  of  the  high  authorities 
to  "whom  he  alluded,  and  there  will  still 
be  an  opportunity  of  raising  any  ques- 
tions connected  with  it  in  Parliament. 
Now  I  come  to  this  particular  grant-in- 
aid  for  this  year.  The  hon.  Member 
quite  rightly  asked  how  the  amount 
was  made  up.  It  is  made  up  in  this 
way.  The  Treasury  directed  that  from 
the  day,  which  was  8th  July,  1907, 
when  the  Royal  College  was  incor- 
porated, a  grant  in  proportion  to  the 
£20,000  a  year  should  be  allocated  to 
the  Royal  College,  and  that  sum  came 
to  something  like  £14,000.  But  on  8th 
July  the  Royal  College  was  not  in  a 
position  to  take  up  the  actual  adminis- 
tration of  those  moneys,  and  so  it  asked 
the  Board  of  Education  to  go  on  with 
the  expenditure  provided  in  the  Esti- 
mates until  31st  December.  Therefore 
the  grant  of  £14,000  which  it  should 
receive  was  reduced  by  £8,0(X),  which 
was  expended  by  the  Board  on  behalf 
of  the  College,  thus  leaving  this  amount 
of  £6,(X)0  which  is  the  present  grant-in- 
aid.  If  the  explanation  is  clear  the 
hon.  Member  will  see  that  one  of  his 
difficult  Questions  is  rather  easy  to 
answer.  He  says :  "  Why,  when  this 
amount  was  provided  in  the  Estimates 
last  year  do  you  want  £6,000  extra  T 
We  do  not  want  £6,000  extra.  The  pro- 
portion of  our  Estimates  for  three 
months  from  1st  January  to  31st  March, 
this  year  will  not  be  paid  over.  There  will 
be  an  appropriation-in-aid  of  £5,000 
set  off  against  the  grant-in-aid  which  we 
ask  for  now.  That,  I  think,  makes 
one  difficulty  that  has  occurred  to  the 
mind  of  my  hon.  friend  disappear. 
The  hon.  Oentleman  then  asked  why 
some  part  of  the  Estimate  which  appeared 
before  for  the  Royal  College  of  Science 
and  the  School  of  Mines  will  still  appear 
on  the  Estimates  next  year.  There  are 
certain  expenses  which  we  cannot  escape, 
although  there  will  be  a  reduction  of 
£18,000  or.  £19,000  approximately. 
For  instance,  we  have  not  only  to  pay 
£20,000   to   the   new   College,    but   also 
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for  students,  which  will  come  to  a 
few  thousands  a  year  more.  All  this 
was  part  of  the  bargain,  for  which  I  think 
the  hon.  Member  himself  was  responsible 
with  the  Royal  College  of  Science, 
and  that  explains  why  there  will  be 
a  certain  amoimt  of  money  in  our 
Bstimates  still  for  this  purpose  on  the 
ooe  hand,  and  why  we  ask  for  £6,000  for 
llda  jrear  on  the  other  hand,  and  why  it 
is  not  quite  an  additional  expenditure, 
because  there  will  be  an  appropriation- 
in-aid  against  it.  I  hope  I  h^ve  answered 
aow  the  various  questions  that  the  hon. 
Hember  has  put,  and  that  the  House  will 
|M  the  Resolution  be  taken. 

•Sir  henry  CRAIK  (Glasgow  and 

ieen    Universities)    said  \  he  J  hoped 

House   had   foimd    a    clear   imder- 

ag  of  the  position  from  the  words 

e  hon.  Member,  but  he  was  afraid 

with    considerable    experience    of 

\  Betimates  he  could  not  say  that  that 

the  case  in  his  own  mind.     He  had 

Estimates  for  a  good  while,  but 

18  boimd  to  say  that  he  had  never 

a   more   obscure   note    than    that 

ided  to    this    Estimate.      He    was 

Btomed,  perhaps,  in    other   days  not 

iys  to  give  quite  as  clear  an  explana- 

\  of  the  Votes  of  the  Estimates  he  had 

as    he    ought   to   have   done, 

anything  more  obscure  than  this  he 

never  seen.     The  note  said — 

••The  Imperial  College  of  Science  and  Tech- 

Bgy   was   incorporated   by   Charter   of   8th 

r,  1907,  but  the  administration  of  the  Royal 

_  Vtfgd  of  Science  and  School  of  Mines  was  left 

^the  Board  of  Education  until  3lst  December, 

Iliat  meant,  put  in  plain  language,  that 
JEOm  8th  July  a  new  body  was  estab- 
jlhed  to  carry  on  the  Imperial  College, 
mt  that  the  two  other  colleges 
jvhich  were  to  be  absorbed  in  the  larger 
jnperial  College  were  to  be  carried  on 
jy  the  Board  of  Education  to  the  end  of 
'Mt  year,  after  which  the  new  body  was 
"O  asBume  financial  responsibility.  As 
^.gainst  this  expenditure  by  the  Board  of 


Education  there  was  to  be  set  of!  a  propor- 
tion of  the  grant-in-aid  which  was  fixed,  he 
understood  at  the  time  the  charter  was 
drawn  up — a  grant-in-aid  of  £20,000. 
But  no  part  of  that  grant-in-aid  was  ever 
voted  till  they  were  now  asked  to  vote  a 
portion  of  it  to  the  amount  of  £6,000. 
They  had  no  right  to  spend  that  £20,000 
out  of  the  Vote  obtained  last  session. 
How  much  did  they  defray?  They 
deducted  from  the  Estimates  for  this 
year  £18,550  which  was  hereafter  to 
be  saved  and  to  be  replaced  by  the 
£20,000  which  was  in  future  to  be 
given.  But  they  asked  for  £6,000  to 
defray  the  expenses  of  three  months,  from 
1st  January  to  31st  March,  1908.  If 
three  months  required  £6,000,  how  were 
they  to  carry  on  a  much  bigger,  and  a 
growing  institution  for  twelve  months 
for  £20,000,  which  was  all  that  was 
to  be  given.  According  to  his  best 
arithmetic  the  grant  ought  to  be,  not 
£20,000,  but  four  times  £6,000— £24,000. 
That  was  a  very  simple  rule  of  arithme- 
tic. Surely  the  hon.  Gentleman  would 
explain  why  it  was  necessary  to  ask  for 
£6,000  for  the  last  three  months  of  the 
financial  year  when  they  were  going  to 
give  to  the  new  governors  who  would  now 
be  responsible  for  carrying  on  the  work, 
only  £20,000  for  twelve  months.  Thpt 
was  a  question  which  surely  the  hon. 
Member  would  answer.  Next,  with 
regard  to  the  question  of  control.  The 
hon.  Gentleman  very  airily  passed  it  over 
by  saying  the  money  would  be  in  the 
Vote  for  the  Board  of  Education,  and, 
therefore,  would  not  be  withdrawn 
from  the  knowledge  of  the  House. 
They  all  knew  that,  but  the  House 
had  decided  by  Act  of  Parliament 
that  it  could  not  properly  carry  out 
the  functions  of  control  without  the 
help  of  the  Comptroller  and  Auditor- 
General.  The  mere  fact  of  an  item 
appearing  in  the  Vote  so  that  it  might  be 
talked  of  at  twelve  or  one  o'clock  in  the 
morning  was  so  inadequate  a  check  upon 
the  expenditure  of  money  that  they  had 
established  an    ofiicer — the  Comptroller 
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And  Auditor-General — to  make  that  ex- 
amination. But  they  were  expressly 
told  that  this  special  Vote  would 
not  be  accounted  for  in  detail  to 
the  Comptroller  and  Auditor-Greneral. 
He  could  quite  understand  why  they 
should  prevent  this  money,  which 
would  go  to  so  good  a  purpose  as 
the  TcH^hnical  College  being  surrendered 
<»t  the  close  of  the  financial  year — why 
they  should  allow  them  to  carry  on  any 
gum  which  they  might  save  to  the  next 
year.  That  was  quite  legitimate,  but  it 
by  no  means  followed  that  they  ought  to 
withdraw  this  sum,  which  they  were 
paying  to  a  body  which  would  not  be 
represented  in  that  House,  from  the 
investigation  and  control  of  the  officer 
appointed  for  the  purpose.  They  were 
asked  on  a  former  occasion  to  vote 
£100,000  for  the  purposes  of  the  Small 
Holding  Act,  but  although  it  was  expressly 
laid  down  that  the  money  saved  from  one 
year  should  not  be  surrendered  at  the 
end  of  the  year,  it  was  also  stipulated 
that  the  expenditure  of  £100,000  should 
be  subject  to  audit  by  the  Comptroller 
and  Auditor-General 
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justify  the  suspension  of  the  ordinary 
rule  provided  by  the  Statute  he  had 
referred  to. 


Mr.   LOUGH; 

parallel  case. 


But  that  is  not  a 


*SiR  HENRY  ORAIK  :  But  it  ought 
to  be.  The  note  at  the  top  of  the  page 
told  them  that  the  Vote  would  be  ac- 
counted for  by  the  Board  of  Education, 
whilst  the  note  at  the  foot  of  the  page 
said  it  would  not  be  accounted  for  by 
the  Comptroller  and  Auditor- General. 
They  were  practically  repealing  the 
Act  of  Parliament  by  having  an  arbitrary 
note  of  that  kind  which  was  directly 
opposed  to  the  provisions  of  the 
Statute  appointing  the  Comptroller  and 
Auditor-General,  whose  services  they  I  of  money  in  regard  to  the  expenditure 
were  dispensing  with  by  this  note.  He  of  which  it  would  afterwards  retain  no 
did   not  understand  how  £6,000  repre-    control  whatever.    To  vote  money  without 


Mr.  lane-fox  (Yorkshire,  W.R., 
Barkston  Ash)  said  the  explanation  which 
had  been  given  by  the  hon.  Member 
was  anything  but  satisfactory.  The 
first  impression  given  to  the  House  was 
that  this  was  an  extra  sum  acquired  for 
some  particular  purpose,  but  his  hon. 
friend  the  Member  for  the  Glasgow 
and  Aberdeen  Universities  had  shown  that 
it  was  simply  an  unexpended  balance. 
Where  was  that  money  going  to  ?  Was 
it  going  to  be  spent  in  some  other  way 
than  that  for  which  it  was  originally 
voted  ?  They  had  been  told  that  the 
£20,000  would  come  under  the  Education 
Vote,  \)ut  he  hoped  the  hon.  Member 
would  make  that  point  more  clear,  and 
reply  to  the  questions  which  had  been 
put  to  him  by  his  hon.  friend.  Why 
was  £6,000  required  to  maintain  this 
college  for  three  months  and  £20,000  for 
twelve  months  ?  This  seemed  to  him 
to  be  a  very  slovenly  state  of  finance  and 
one  in  regard  to  which  they  had  a  perfect 
right  to  demand  some  further  explana-' 
tion. 

Mr.  CLAUDE  HAY  said  he  had 
listened  carefully  to  the  questions  which 
had  been  put  by  his  hon.  friends,  and 
what  had  been  said  by  the  hon.  Member 
representing  the  (Jovemment  was  in  no 
sense  a  reply  to  the  arguments  which 
had  been  put  forward.  The  hon.  Member 
for  the  Aberdeen  and  Glasgow  Univer- 
sities had  clearly  shown  that  this  Vote 
was  open  to  some  very  grave  objection. 
First  of  all  there  was  the  question  of  the 
audit.  It  was  a  very  serious  matter  to 
ask  the  House  of  Commons  to  vote  a  sum 


S3nted  one  quarter  of  the  £20,000  they 
Were  about  to  devote  to  the  Technical 


any  subsequent  control  over  its  expendi- 
ture was  contrary  to  the  practice  and  the 


College,   and  the  explanation  given   by  |  traditions   of  the   House.     He   well   re- 
the  hon.  Member  did  not  in   any  way  |  membered,  in  years  gone  by,  the  hon 
S/r  Henrf/  OraiL 
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Member  now  representing  the  Grovem- 
ment  was  very  active  indeed  in  criticising 
Estimates,  and  insisting  upon  a  careful 
audit  of  all  public  expenditure.  It  was 
not  a  mere  matter  of  £6,000  which  was 
involved  but  a  matter  of  principle,  for 
they  had  to  decide  whether  they  were 
to  give  a  Grovernment  Department  power 
to  get  hold,  of  money  in  order  to  tuck  it 
away  out  of  public  sight,  the  House  of 
Commons  having  no  control  over  it 
thereafter.  They  knew  how  perfunctory 
the  control  of  Parliament  was  be- 
coming in  regard  to  Estimates  gener- 
ally. The  hon.  Member  had  stated 
that  this  item  would  appear  on  the 
Estimates  year  by  year,  but  what  check 
would  that  give  to  the  House  over  its 
expenditure?  When  the  hoD.  Member 
for  the  Glasgow  and  Aberdeen  Uni- 
versities was  putting  forward  his  case 
the  hon.  Member  representing  the  Board 
»f  Education  did  not  even  trouble  to 
listen  to  him,  for  he  was  busy  talking  to 
smother  hon.  Member  at  the  time.  .  That 
iras  the  measure  of  Parliamentary  control 
which  Ministers  were  obliged  to  give  to 
the  House  of  Commons.  What  was  being 
done  was  a  scandal.  If  the  public  knew 
the  way  the  Estimates  were  forced 
through  Parliament  by  the  support  of  a 
docile  majority,  they  would  make  short 
shrift  with  the  Ministry. 

♦Mr.  CARLILE  said  he  wished  to 
enter  a  protest  against  the  indifferent 
manner  in  which  Questions  addressed 
to  the  Government  by  hon.  Members 
on  that  side  of  the  House  had 
been  received  by  the  hon.  Gentleman 
in  charge  of  the  Vote.  This  was 
the  second  time  within  the  last  few 
lays  he  had  felt  it  his  duty  to  draw 
attention  to  the  absence  of  the  Minister 
for  Education  when  the  Education  Vote 
Ixad  been  under  discussion.  He  defied 
anyone  to  understand  the  note  to  which 
reference  had  been  made.  Hon.  Members 
on  that  side  of  the  House  recognised 
the  value  of  technological   instruction, 


and  they  hoped  the  time  might  come 
when  it  woxdd  be  reaUy  adequately 
supported.  There  never  was  a  time 
when  it  was  more  necessary  than  at 
present  that  our  colleges  and  schools 
should  be  properly  equipped  for  the 
giving  of  technolo^cal  instruction.  It 
was  little  less  than  a  slight  upon  the 
House  that  the  Minister  for  Education 
should  fail  to  attend  in  order  that  hon. 
Members  might  have  an  opportunity 
of  discussing  with  him  the  various 
questions  on  which  they  required  en- 
lightment.  He  moved  to  reduce  the 
Vote  by  £100. 

Sir  F.  BANBURY  said  the  hon. 
Gentleman  in  charge  of  the  Vote  had 
said  £6,000  had  been  withdrawn  from 
the  supervision  of  the  Comptroller  and 
Auditor- General.  Why  had  that  been 
done  ? 

Mr.  lough  was  understood  to  say 
that  the  grant-in-aid  itself  had  not  been 
withdrawn  from  the  supervision  of  the 
Comptroller  and  Auditor-General,  but 
the  details  which  hon.  Members  were 
pressing  for. 

Sir  F.  BANBURY  protested  against 
the  President  of  the  Board  of  Education 
not  being  in  his  place  when  this  Vote 
was  being  discussed.  What  was  the 
use  of  the  Comptroller  and  Auditor- 
General  unless  he  saw  the  details?  In 
order  that  an  audit  might  be  effective 
it  was  necessary  that  the  Auditor  should 
know  how  money  was  spent.  If  the 
Comptroller  and  Auditor- Greneral  did 
not  get  the  details  showing  how  the 
£6,000  had  been  spent,  the  control  of 
the  House  of  Commons  over  finance 
was  more  of  a  shadow  than  it  had  ever 
been  before.  The  Parliamentary  Secre- 
tary to  the  Board  of  Education  was  a 
great  purist  in  finance  when  in  Opposition, 
and  he  would  have  protested  against 
the  slightest  deviation  from  rule.  Now 
he  was  the  poacher  become  gamekeeper. 
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Mr.  BRIDGEMAN  (Shropslure, 
Oswestry)  did  not  see  how  the  House 
could  be  expected  to  agree  to  this  Vote 
when  the  Minister  in  charge  refused  to 
give  any  reason  why  the  £6,000  was 
withdrawn  from  the  control  of  the 
Comptroller  and  Auditor-General. 

MR.WILLIAM  EUTHERFORD 

(Liverpool,  West  Derby)  said  he  did  not 
join  in  the  protest  made  by  hon.  Members 
against  the  absence  of  the  Minister  for 
Education.  He  thought  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman's  able  representative  would 
be  able  to  deal  with  any  question  which 
arose   in   relation   to   the   Vote.    They 


were  entitled  to  ask  a  few  particulars. 
This  sum  was  supposed  to  represent  a 
proportion  from  8th  July,  1907,  till  3l8t 
March,  1908,  of  the  sum  of  £20,000. 
A  very  elementary  knowledge  of  arith- 
metic would  at  once  show  that  the 
proportion  was — 

Mr.  lough  rose  in  his  place,  and 
claimed  to  move,  "  That  the  Question  be 
now  put." 

Question  put,  "  That  the  Question  be 
now  put." 

The  House  divided  : — Ayes,  161 ; 
Noes,  23.     (Division  List,  No.  47.) 


Adkins,  W.  Ryland  D. 

Ainsworth,  John  Stirling 

Allen,  Charles  P.  (Stroud) 

Armitage,  R. 

Balfour,  Robert  (Lanark) 

Baring,  Godfrey  (Isle  of  Wight ) 

Barnes,  G.  N. 

Barran,  Rowland  Hirst 

Beale,  W.  P. 

Beaumont,  Hon.  Hubert 

Beck,  A.  C!ccil 

Bennett,  E.  N. 

Black,  Arthur  W. 

Bowerman,  C.  W. 

Bramsdon,  T.  A. 

Brigg,  John 

Bright,  J.  A. 

Brocklehurst,  W.  B. 

Brunner,J.F.L.  (Lanes.,  I-«eigh) 

Carr-Gomm,  H.  W. 

Causton,Rt.Hn.RichardKnight 

Cherry,  Rt.  Hon.  R.  R. 

ChurchiU,  Rt.  Hon.  Winston  S. 

Cleland,  J.  W. 

Plough,  William 

Cobbold,  Felix  Thornloy 

Collins,  Stephen  (Lambeth) 

Comi)ton-Rickett,  Sir  J. 

('ooi)er,  G.  J. 

Corbett,CH  (Sus8ex,E.Grinst'd 

Cornwall,  Sir  Edwin  A. 

Cory,  Sir  Clifford  John 

Cotton,  Sir  H.  J.  S. 

Craig,  Herbert  J.  (Tyncmouth) 

Crean,  Eucene 

Ciosfield,  A.  H. 

Crossle3%  W^illiam  J. 

I)avies,Davitl( Montgomery  Co 

DavieH  Ellis  William  (Eiiion) 

Da  vies,  Timothy  (Fulham) 

Dewar,  Arthur  (Edinburgh,  S.) 

Dewar,Sir  J.  A.  (Inverness-sh. ) 

Duckworth,  James 

Duncan,  C.  (Barrow-in-Furness 

Dunn,  A.  Edward  (Camborne) 

Edwards,  Clement  (Denbigh) 
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Edwards,  Enoch  (Hanley) 

Elibank,  Master  of 

Erskine.  David  C. 

Essex,  R.  W. 

Everett,  R.  Lacey 

Fenwick,  Charles 

Ferens,  T.  R. 

Findlay,  Alexander 

Fuller,  John  Michael  F. 

FuUerton,  Hugh 

Gill,  A.  H. 

Gladstone.Rt.Hn.Herbert  John 

Glover,  Thomas 

GuUand,  John  W. 

Harvey,  A.  G.  C.  (Rochdale) 

Harvey,  W.E.  (Derbyshire,N.E. 

Haslam,  James  (Derbyshire) 

Haworth,  Arthur  A. 

Hazel,  Dr.  A.  E. 

Helms,  Norval  Watson 

Henderson,  Arthur  (Durham) 

Herbert,  Col.  Sir  Ivor  (Mon.,S.) 

Higham,  John  Sharp 

Holland,  Sir  William  Henry 

Holt,  Richard  Durning 

Howard,  Hon.  Geoffrey 

Hudson,  Walter 

Jardine,  Sir  J. 

Johnson,  John  (Gateshead) 

Jones,  William  (Carnarvonshire 

Kelley,  George  D. 

Kincaid-Smith,  Captain 

King,  Alfred  John  (Knutsford) 

Laidlaw,  Robert 

Lambert,  Robert 

Lewis,  John  Herbert 

Lough,  Thomas 

Lyell,  Charles  Henry 

M'Callum,  John  M. 

M'Crac,  George 

M'Laren,  Sir  C.  B.  (Leicester) 

M'Micking,  Major  G. 

Maddison,  Frederick 

Marks,G.('roydon  (Launceston) 

Marnham,  F.  J. 

Micklem,  Nathaniel 


Middlebrook,  William 

Mond,  A. 

Montagu,  E.  S. 

Montgomery,  H.  G. 

Morgan,  G.Hay  (Cornwall) 

Morrell,  Philip 

Morton,  Alpheus  Cleophas 

Murray,  James 

Nicholls,  George 

NieholRon,Charle8N.(Doiicait^r 

Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  William 

Nussey,  Thomas  Willans 

Nuttall,  Harry 

Parker,  James  (Halifax) 

Pearce,  Robert  (Staffs,  Leek) 

Pine,  Duncan  V. 

Pollard,  Dr. 

Price,  C.  E.  (Edinb'gh,  Centoal) 

Priestley, W.E.B.  (Bradford,  E 

Radford,  G.  H. 

Raphael,  Herbert  H. 

Rea,  Walter  Biusell  (Scarboro' 

Rendall,  Athelstan 

Richard8,T.  F.  (Wolverh'mpt'n 

Roberts,  ChaileB  H.  (Lincoln) 

Roberts,  G.  H.  (Norwich) 

Robinson,  8. 

Roe,  Sir  Thomas 

Rowlands,  J. 

Runciman,  Walter 

Samuel,  Herbert  L.  (Cleveland 

Seavems,  J.  H. 

Seddon,  J. 

Seely,  (Colonel 

Shackleton,  David  James 

Shaw,  Charles  Edw.  (Stafiford) 

Shipman,  Dr.  John  G. 

Silcock,  Thomas  Ball 

Simon,  John  AUsebrook 

Sinclair,  Bt.  Hon.  John 

Smeaton,  Donald  Mackenzie 

Soares,  Ernest  J. 

Stanley,  Albert  Staffs,  N.  W. ) 

Stanley«HiL  A  Lyulph  (Chest ) 

Straa8,B.a(Mire£nd) 

Strauss^  E.  A.  (Abingdon) 
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rbell,  T. 

John  W.  (Durham) 

Theodore  C.  (Radcliffe) 

.t,Sir  Edward  (Salisbury 
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ison,  James 
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Wason,John  Cathcart  (Orkney 

Waterlow,  D.  S. 

White,  Sir  George  (Norfolk) 

White,  J.  D.  (Dumbartonshire) 

White,  Luke  (York,  E.  R.) 

Whitehead,  Rowland 

Whitley,  John  Henry  (Halifax) 

Williamson,  A. 

Wilson,  Hon.  G.  G.  (Hull,  W,) 
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Wilson,  Henry  J.  (York,  W.  R. ) 
Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Mid) 
Wilson,  W.  T.  (Westhoughtou) 
Winfrey,  R. 
Wood,  T.  M*Kinnon 

Tellers  for  the  Ayes — Mr. 
Whiteley  and  Mr.  J.  A. 
Pease. 


Sir  EUlliam  Reynell 

08,  Lord 

T,  Sir  Frederick  George 

a.  T.  (Londonderry,  N. ) 

aan,  W.  Clive 

E.  Hildred 

■eorge 

ord  John  P.  Joicey- 

'ercy  Archer 


NOES. 

Corbett,  T.  L.  (Down,  North) 
Craik,  Sir  Henry 
Forster,  Henry  William 
Gretton,  John 
Hamilton,  Marquess  of 
Harrison- Broadley,'H.  B. 
Hay,  Hon.  Claude  George 
Hunt,  Rowland 
Lane-Fox,  G.  R. 


Morpeth,  Viscount 
Rutherford,  H.  W.  (Liverpool) 
.   Walker,Col.W.H.  (Lancashire) 
Williams,  Col.  R.  (Dorset,  W.) 
Winterton,  Earl 

Tellers  for  the  Noes — 
Viscount  Valentia  and  Lord 
Edmund    Talbot. 


jtion  put  accordingly,  "  That  this 
doth  agree  with  the  Committee  in 
d  Resolution." 


The     House     divided  : — ^Ayes,     161  { 
Noes,  22.     (revision  List,  No.  48.) 


W.  Ryland  D. 
rth,  John  Stirling 
Charles  P.  (Stroud) 
je,  R. 

,  Robert  (Lanark) 
Godfrey  (Isle  of  Wight) 
G.N. 

Rowland  Hirst 
V.  P. 

mt,  Hon.  Hubert 
..  Cecil 
t,  E.  N. 
Arthur  W. 
lan,  C.  W. 
on,  T.  A. 
Fohn 
J.  A. 

hurst,  W.  B. 
r,  J.  F.  L.(Lancs.,Leigh) 
imm,  H.  W. 

i,Rt.  Hn.RichardKnight 
Rt.  Hon.  R.  R. 
11,  Rt.  Hon.  Winpton  S. 
,  J.  W. 
William 

I,  Felix  Thornley 
Stephen  (Lambeth) 
n-Rickett,  Sir  J. 
G.J. 

,C  H  (Su5!aex,E.Grinsrd 

II,  Sir  Edwin  A. 
ir  Clifford  John 
Sir  H.  J.  S. 

lerbert  J.  (Tynemouth) 

Eugene 

i,  A.  H. 

r,  William  J. 

David  (Montgomery  Co. 
Ellis  WilUam  (Eifion) 
Timothy  (Fulham) 

Arthur  (EdinburiTh,S.) 

Sir  J.  A.  (Inverness-.sh. ) 

►rth,  James 


AYES. 

Duncan,  C.  (Barrow-in-Furnesa 

Dunn,  A.  Edward  (Camborne 

Edwards,  Clement  (Denbigh) 

Edwards,  Enoch  (Hanley) 

Elibank,  Matser  of 

Erskine,  David  C. 

Essex,  R.  W. 

Everett,  R.  Lacey 

Fehwick,  Charles 

Fercns,  T.  R. 

Findlay,  Alexander 

Fuller,  John  Michael  F. 

FuUerton,  Hugh 

Gill,  A.  H. 

Glad8tone,Rt.Hn.Herbert  John 

Glover,  Thomas 

Gulland,  John  W. 

Harvev,  A.  G.  C.  (Rochdale) 

Harvey, W.E.  (Derby8hire,N.E 

Haslam,  James  (Derbyshire) 

Haworth,  Arthur  A 

Hazel,  Dr.  A.  E. 

He]  me,  Norval  Watson 

Henderson,  Arthur  (Durham) 

Herbert,  Col.  Sir  Ivor  (Mon.,S.) 

Higham,  John  Sharp 

Holland,  Sir  William  Henry 

Holt,  Richard  Durning 

Howard,  Hon.  Geoffrey 

Hudson,  Walter 

Jardine,  Sir  J. 

Johnson,  John  (Gateshead) 

Jones,  William( Carnarvonshire 

Kelley,  Greorge  D. 

Kincaid-Sraith,  Captain 

Kin?,  Alfred  John  (Koiitsford) 

Laidlaw,  Robert 

Lambert,  George 

T^wis,  John  Herbert 

Lough,  Thomas 

Lvell,  Charlos  Henry 

M'Callum,  John  ^L ' 

M*Crae,  Greorge 


M'Laren,  Sir  C.  B.  (Leicester) 

M'Micking,  Major  G. 

Maddison,  Frederick 

Marks,G.  Croydon  (Launceston ) 

Marnham,  F.  J. 

Micklem,  Nathaniel 

Middlebrook,  William 

Mond,  A. 

Montagu,  E.  S. 

Montgomery,  H.  G. 

Morgan,  G.  Hay  (Cornwall) 

Mori-ell,  Philip 

Morton,  Alpheus  Cleophas 

Murray,  James 

NichoUs,  George 

Nicholson,Charles  N.(Doncast*r 

Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  William 

Nussey,  Thomas  Willans 

Nuttall,  Harry 

Parker,  James  (Halifax) 

Pearce,  Robert  (Staffs,  Leek) 

Pirie,  Duncan  V. 

Pollard,  Dr. 

Price,  C.  E.  (Edinb'gh,  Central) 

Priestley, W.E.B.  (Bradford,E.) 

Radford,  G.  H. 

Raphael,  Herbert  H. 

Rea,  Walter  Russell  (Scarboro' 

Rendall,  Athelgtan 

Richards,T.  F.  (Wolverh'mpt'n 

Roberts,  Charles  H.  (Lincoln) 

Roberts,  G.  H.  (Norwich) 

Robinson,  S. 

Roe,  Sir  Thomas 

Rowlands,  J. 

Runciman,  Walter 

Samuel,  Herbert  L.  (Cleveland ) 

Soavcrns,  J.  H. 

Seddon,  J. 

Socly.  Colonel 

Shackleton,  David  James 

Shaw,  Charles  Edw.  (Stafford) 

Shipman,  Dr.  John  G 
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Silcock,  Thomas  Ball 
Simon,  John  Allnebrook 
Sinclair,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Smeaton,  Donald  Mackenzie 
SoareB,  Ernest  J. 
Stanley,  Albert  (Staffs,  N.  W.) 
^ta.nley,Hn.A.  Lynlph  (Chesh.) 
Straua,  B.  S.  (Mile  End) 
Strauss,  E.  A.  (Abiugdon) 
Summerbell,  T. 
Taylor,  John  W.  (Durham) 
Taylor,  Theodore  C.  (Radcliffe) 


Balcarres,  Lord 

Barrie,  H.  T.  (Londonderry,N.) 

Bridgemaa,  W.  Clive 

€arUTe,  E.  Hildred 

Cave,  George 

Cecil,  Lord  John  P.  Joicey- 

"Clive,  Percy  Archer 

CSorbett,  T.  L.  (DoWn,  North) 

€raik.  Sir  Henry 


{COMMONS} 

Tennant,Sir  Edward  (Salisbury 
Tennant,  H.  J.  (Berwickshii'e) 
Thompsoii,  J.  W.H  (Somerset,  E 
Tomkinson,  James 
Toulmin,  George 
Wason,Rt.Hn.E  (Clackmannan 
Wason,John  Cathcart  (Orkney) 
Waterlow,  D.  S. 
White,  Sir  George  (Norfolk) 
White,  J.  D.  (Dumbartonshire) 
White,  Luke  <  York,  E.  R. )    m 
Whitehead,  Rowland 

NOES. 

Forster,  Henry  William 
Gretton,  John 
Hamilton,  Marquess  of 
Harrison-Broadley,  H.  B. 
Hay,  Hon.  Claude  George 
Hunt,  Rowland 
Lane-Fox,  G.  R. 
Morpeth,  Viscount 
Talbot,  Lord  E.  (Chichester) 


of  the  House. 
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Whitley,  John  Henry  (Halifax ) 
Williamson,  A. 

Wilson,  Hon.  G.  G.  (Hull,  W.) 
Wilson,  Henry  J.  (York,  W.  R.) 
Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Mid) 
Wilson,  W.  T.  (Westhoughton) 
Winfrey,  R. 
Wood,  T.  M'Kinnon 

Tellers  for  the  Ayes — Mr. 
Whiteley    and    Mr.    J.    A* 
Pease. 


Valentia,  Viscount 
Walker,Col.W.  H.  (Lancashire) 
Williams,  Col.  R.  (Dorset,  W. ) 
Winter  ton.  Earl 

Tellers  for  the  Noes — Sir 
Frederick  Banbury  and  Mr. 
Watson  Rutherford. 


SUPPLY  [10th  Maboh]  REPORT. 
Kesolutions  reported: 

NAVY  ESTIMATES,  1908-9. 
1.  ''  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding 
£7,129,700,  be  granted  to  His  Majesty 
to  defray  the  Expenses  of  Wages,  etc., 
to  Officers,  Seamen  and  Boys,  Coast 
Guard,  and  Royal  Marines,  which  will 
come  in  course  of  payinent  during  the 
year  ending  on  the  31st 'Say  of  March 
1909."  A 

2.  "That  a  sum,  not  ^^axceeding 
£2,306,700,  be  granted  to  His  MEajesty, 
to  defray  the  Expense  of  Works,  lERdld- 
ings,  and  Repairs,  at  Home  and  Abroa<i, 


Second  Resolution  to  be  considered 
to-morrow. 

WAYS  AND  MEANS  [17th  Mabch] 
REPORT. 

Resolutions  reported  : 

1.  "  That,  towards  making  good  the 
Supply  granted  to  His  Majesty  for  the 
service  of  the  year  ending  on  the  31st 
day  of  March  1908,  the  sum  of  £375,817, 
be  granted  out  of  the  Consolidated  Fund 
of  the  United  Kingdom. 

2.  "That,  towards  making  good  the 
Supply  granted  to  His  Majesty  for  the 
service  of  the  year  ending  on  the  Slst 
day  of  March  1909,  the  sum  of  £44,355,400 
be  granted  out  of  the  Consolidated  Fund 


including  the  cost  of  Superintendence 

Purchase   of   Sites,    Grants-in-Aid,    an(u|  oi  the  United  Kingdom." 

other  Charges  connected  therewith,  which  }^      First  Resolution  agreed  to. 

will  come  in  course  of  pajrment  during 

the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March 

1909." 


First  Resolution. 

^^  Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  this  House  doth  agree  with  the 
Committee  in  the  said  Resolution." 

Motion  made,  and  Question,  "That 
the  debate  be  now  adjourned."— (J/r. 
F^?Ve%)— put,   and  agreed  to. 

I>ebate  to  be  resumed  this  day. 


Bill  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  the 
airman    of    Ways    and    Means,    Mr. 

0jj.ancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  and  Mr. 

j^Atnciman. 

Second   Resolution  to  be  considered 
thip   day. 

rlArliereupon  Mr.  Speaker  adjourned 
th  T  Ilouse  without  Question  put,  pur- 
suarL^'   ^  *^®  Standing  Order. 

Adjourned  at  twenty-one  minutes 
heioie  One  o'clock. 
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HOUSE   OF   LORDS. 
Thursday,  19th  March,  1908. 


PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

Wath-upon-Dearne  Urban  District 
Council  District  Gas  Bill  [h.l.]. — Petition 
Bor  additional  provision  of  the  Wath 
Urban  District  Council  under  their 
Dommon  Seal,  together  with  the  proposed 
olauses  and  Amendments  annexed  there- 
to ;  read,  and  referred  to  the  Examiners. 

South  Wales  Electrical  Power  Dis- 
tribution Bill  [H.L.] ;  Metropolitan 
Dtric  Tramways  Bill  [h.l.]. — Report 
om  the  Committee  of  Selection,  That 
Lord  Saye  and  Sele  and  the  Lord 
Tenlock  be  proposed  to  the  House 
Members  of  the  Select  Committee 
In  the  place  of  the  Viscount  Iveagh  and 
we  Lord  Clinton,  and  that  the  Lord 
Wenlock  be  Chairman  of  the  said  Com- 
Boittee  ;    read,  and  agreed  to. 

Camberwell  and  other  Metropolitan 
Bjkirough  Councils  (Superannuation)  Bill 
lii.L.]. — Reported,  with  Amendments. 

I   Rhymney    Railway    Bill    [h.l.]. — Re- 
l^orted,  with  Amendments. 

'    London    County    Council    (Tramways 

^Ad     Improvements)     Bill     [h.l.]. — Re- 

Dorted  from  the  Select  Committee,  with 

■imendments. 
,t 

'   Thames  River  Steamboat  Service  Act, 

ftS04    (Amendment)    Bill    [h.l.]. — Leave 

jgjren  to  the  Select  Committee  to  adjourn 

mrer  To-morrow  and  not  to  sit  on  Monday 

■lext  until  half-past  Two  o'clock. 


PETITION. 

LAND  ^'ALUES   (SCOTLAND)  BILL. 
Petition  against ;   of  the  Lord  Provost, 
etc.,  of  tho  City  of  Edinburgh  ;     read, 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table. 


LOAN  FUND  BOARD  OF  IRELAND. 
Seventieth  Annual  Report,  1907. 

Presented  (by  command),  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  Table. 


POISONS  AND  PHARMACY  BILL  [h.l.] 
A  message  ordered  to  be  sent  to  the 
Commons  to  propose  that  the  Joint 
Committee  do  meet  in  Committee 
Room  A.  on  Tuesday  next  at  Three 
o'clock. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 

p:ducation  (Scotland). 
*^'7Return  showing  the  expenditure  from 
the  grant  for  public  education  in  Scotland  | 
in  the  year  1907,  with  statistics.  i 

VOL.  GLXXXVL   [Fourth  Series.] 


THE  TERRITORIAL  ARMY. 

♦The  Duke  of  BEDFORD :  My  Lords, 
the  list  of  Questions  I  have  on  the  Paper 
is  a  long  one,  but  they  will  not  necessitate 
any  lengthy  explanation  on  my  part. 
I  desire  to  ask  the  noble  Earl  the  Under- 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  :  (1.)  Whether 
in  the  case  of  recruits,  enlisting  directly 
into  the  Special  Reserve  end  of  men  re- 
engaging from  the  Militia,  Paragraph  15 
of  Attestation  Paper,  Army  Reserve 
Special  Reservists  may  be  so  amended 
as  to  read,  "  Are  you  willing  to  be  attested 
to  serve  in  the  3rd  Reserve  Battalion  .  .  . 
Regiment,  and  to  be  transferred  t^any 
infantry  battalion  of  the  Line,  when  the 
reserves  are  called  out."  I  believe  that 
is  exactly  the  form  of  service  which  His 
Majesty's  Government  require  from  the 
Special  Infantry  Reservists,  and  it  is 
a  form  which  the  men  themselves 
will  very  easily  understand.  I  attach 
importance  to  the  words  "  any  infantry 
battalion  of  the  Line,"  so  as  to  limit  the 
man's  liability  to  service  in  the  infantry 
and  in  the  infantry  only. 

1  next  ask  :  (2.)  Whether,  in  view 
of  the  statement  made  by  the  Under- 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  on  20th 
February  last,  in  reference  to  the  3rd 
Special  Reserve  battalion,  that  "  during 
the  non-training  period  the  battalion 
did  not  exist  as  such,"  the  Special  Re- 
serve battalions  which  do  not  exist  as 
such  during  the  non-training  period  are 
identical  with  the  battalions  referred 
to  in  Paragraph  23  of  the  Army  Order 
of  23rd  December,  which  states  "  that 
the  establishment  of  the  regular  officers 
and  non-commissioned  officers  in  the 
3rd  Reserve  battalions  is  fixed  on  a 
scale  which  will  allow  of  their  being 
used  as  training  centres  for  the  officers 
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and  non-commissioned  officers  of  the 
Territorial  Force.  Thus  they  will  become 
in  the  fullest  sense  training  battalions." 

My  third  Question  raises  the  responsi- 
bility of  the  officers  commanding  Special 
Reserve  battalions  in  the  non-training 
period.  I  desire  to  ask :  (3.)  Will  the 
lieutenant-colonel  commanding  a  Special 
Reserve  battalion  be  held  in  any  way 
responsible  for  any  matters  connected 
with  his  battalion  during  the  non-training 
period,  and  will  he  conduct,  and,  if  not, 
who  will  conduct  all  correspondnce 
relating  to  the  Special  Reserve  battalions 
during  the  non-ti'aining  period.  This 
is  very  similar  to  the  question  that  has 
already  been  raised  as  to  the  powers  of 
Militia  commanding  officers  in  the  non- 
training  period,  but  I  hops  the  noble  Earl 
will  not  give  me  the  answer  that  the  com- 
manding officer  of  a  Special  Reserve 
battalion  will  be  in  very  much  the  same 
position  as  the  Militia  commanding  officer 
in  the  past.  That  means  responsibility, 
but  absolutely  no  control  at  all,  and 
that  is  not  by  any  means  a  satisfactory 
form  of  administration. 

f  Nextl'sk:  (4.)  Will  the  lieutenant- 
colonel  of  a  Sp2cial  Reserve  battalion 
be  held  responsible  for  the  efficiency  of 
the  battalion  in  view  of  the  facts  that 
he  has  no  control  over  the  recruit  training 
of  his  men,  that  he  will  not  be  consulted 
as  to  the  appointment  or  removal  of  the 
Line  major,  officers,  adjutant,  and  per- 
manent staff,  and  that  he  is  only  m 
command  of  the  battalion  for  twenty-one 
days  of  the  year,  and  the  Line  major  for 
the  remaining  344  ?  Also  :  (5)  Will  the 
Line  major,  who  has  been  commanding 
officer  during  the  non-training  period, 
attend  the  annual  trainmg  of  a  reserve 
battalion  as  senior  major. 

It  is  not  certain,  imder  the  Army 
Order  of  23rd  December,  the  exact 
amount  of  bounty  which  will  be  paid 
to  the  Special  Reserve  recruit  to  join 
the  Line.  I  therefore  ask :  (6)  What 
is  the  amount  of  the  bounty  which  will 
be  paid  to  the  Special  Reserve  recruit 
to  join  the  Line  during  or  at  the  end  of 
the  six  months  preliminary  training. 
Next  I  desire  to  know  :  (7)  Is  it  the 
case  that  when  a  proclamation  calling 
out  the  Reserve  has  been  issued,  and  the 
Special  Reservists  have  thereby  become 

The  Duke  of  Bedford. 


soldiers  of  the  Regular  AnAy,  these 
men  will  be  prohibited  from  joining  any 
named  regiment  of  the  Line  owing  to 
being  required  for  general  drafting  pur- 
poses. That  would  seem  to  place  the 
Special  Reservist  in  a  worse  position  than 
the  "  man  in  the  street,"  or  the  man  who 
had  already  joiaed  the  regiment  which 
he  prefers  in  the  Regular  Army. 

My  next  three  Questions  are :  (8) 
Will  the  men  of  the  disbanded  Militia 
battalions,  who  are  prohibited  from 
training  as  Militiamen  this  year  by  the' 
Army  Order  of  23rd  December,  1907, 
be  allowed  to  draw  the  non-training 
bounty  up  to  February,  1909,  which  by 
the  Army  Order  of  5th  February,  1908, 
allows  men  of  the  Militia  battalions 
training  this  year  to  draw,  provided 
that  they  attend  the  training  of  Militia 
battalions  this  year?  (9)  The  number 
of  infantry  officers  attached  to  Line 
depots  is  at  present,  approximately,  425. 
The  number  of  Regular  officers  to  be 
posted  to  the  3rd  Special  Reserve  Bat- 
talions, including  the  425  now  attached  to 
the  depots  is,  approximately,  740.  Is  it 
the  intention  to  add  about  315  officers, 
representing  the  difference  between  the 
number  of  officers  now  attached  to  the 
depots  and  the  total  number  of  Line 
officers  required  for  the  3rd  Special 
Reserve  Battalions  to  the  establishment 
of  Line  officers  before  the  end  of  this 
summer  ?  (10)  In  reference  to  the  state- 
ment of  the  Under-Secretary  of  State 
for  War  that  seventeen  will  be  the 
minimum  age  of  enlistment  for  recruits 
into  the  Special  Reserve,  what  means  will 
be  taken  to  ensure  that  boys  of  less  than 
seventeen  years  of  age  are  not  accepted  ? 
The  noble  Earl  stated  that  seventeen 
would  be  the  minimum  age  of  enlistment 
in  the  Special  Reserve,  Though  seven- 
teen is  the  minimum  age  for  the  MiUtia 
and  eighteen  for  the  Line,  a  very  large 
percentage  of  boys  are  taken  below 
that  age  ;  and  I  should  be  glad  to  know 
what  special  means  are  going  to  be 
taken  to  prevent  that  with  regard  to  the 
Special  Reserve. 

Finally,  I  desire  to  ask:  (11)  If 
married  men  will  be  prohibited  from 
enlisting  directly  into  the  Special  Reserve 
engineers,  artillery,  and  infantry,  and 
if  after  direct  enlistment  a  man  proves 
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to  be  a  married  man,  will  he  be  dis- 
charged from  the  Special  Reserve  ?  The 
point  of  that  is  this,  that  the  Special 
Reservist  is  trained  for  six  months,  and 
if  you  take  a  married  man  away  from  I 
hds   wife   and   children   for   six    months 
trainin  <  in  barra  ks,  he  cannot  support  i 
his  family  during  the  period.    Moreover,  ' 
a  married  man  would  not,  I  presume,  be 
encouraged  to  enlist  in  the  Regular  Army. 

The  UNDER-SECRETARY  of 
STATE  FOR  WAR  (The  Earl  of  Ports- 
mouth) :  My  Lords,  I  think  it  will  be 
for  the  convenience  of  my  noble  friend, 
if  I  answer  his  Questions  seriatim.  In 
reply  to  the  first  Question,  I  am  afraid 
that  the  Army  Council  cannot  agree  to 
the  amendment  of  the  attestation  paper 
suggested  by  my  noble  friend.  The 
recruit  is  not  attested  for  a  particular 
battalion,  but  for  a  corps,  and  this  is 
clearly  explained  in  Paragraph  6  of  the 
Notice  Paper.  In  ordinary  circumstances 
it  is  most  improbable  that  a  Special 
Reservist  would  be  drafted  outside  his 
Territorial  Regular  battalions.  To  in- 
troduce an  amendment  worded  in  the 
manner  suggested  by  my  noble  friend 
would  indicate  that  his  transfer  to  any 
infantry  battalion  of  the  Line  would 
be  a  thing  of  ordinary  occurrence.  This 
is  not  the  intention  of  the  Army  Council, 
and,  as  I  have  already  indicated,  it  would 
only  be  in  very  exceptional  circumstances 
that  the  drafting  of  Special  Reservists 
outside  the  Territorial  Regular  battalions 
would  be  resorted  to. 

In  reply  to  my  noble  friend's  second 
Question,  my  answer  is  that  they  are 
identical.  When  I  stated  on  20th  Febru- 
ary that  during  the  non-training  period 
a  battalion  does  not  exist  as  such  I  made 
that  statement  with  special  reference 
to  a  specific  Question  which  had  been 
put  to  me  by  Lord  Hardinge  regarding 
the  command  of  the  battalion  during 
this  period.  The  Special  Reserve  batta- 
lions during  the  non-training  period 
will  exist  just  as  the  battalions  of  the 
existing  Militia  may  be  said  to  exist 
during  the  non-training  period. 

The  noble  Duke  rather  anticipated 
my  reply  to  his  third  and  fourth  Ques- 
tions. The  position  of  the  lieutenant- 
colonel  commanding  a  Special  Reserve 
battalion  will  be  practically  that  of  an 


officer  conmianding  a  Militia  battalion. 
,  He  will  be  allowed  to  visit  recruits  at 
i  the  depot  during  the  non-training  period. 
I  Regulations  on  this  matter  are  in  pro- 
I  cess  of  preparation,  and  if  it  is  possible 
'  for  us  to  devise  any  means  by  which 
I  we  can  iacrease  the  sense  of  responsi- 
bility, we  shall  be  only  too  glad  to  con- 
sider the  matter ;     and  we  should  wel- 
come   any    suggestions    privately    com- 
municated on  the  subject. 

I      In  regard  to  the  fifth  Question  I  may 

\  remind  my  noble  friend  of  the  Committee 

which   has   been   appointed,    under   the 

chairmanship  of   Sir  William  Nicholson, 

to  consider  the  difficult  question  of  the 

relative  rank  of  Line  and  Militia  officers 

in  the  same  battalion.     On  the  decision 

eventually  arrived  at  will  depend  whether 

I  the  Line  major  will,  as  under  existing 

I  Regulations,  rank  as  the  senior  major, 

I  or  whether  he  will  take  rank  in  accordance 

I  with   the   date   of  his   appointment   as 

I  major — that  is  to  say,  senior  or  junior 

I  to   the  majors  of  the   Special  Reserve 

I  according    a^    their    appointments    date 

I  after   or   before   his.     In    reply    to   my 

noble  friend's  sixth     Q  « tion,  a  Special 

Reserve    recruit    who     has    completed 

I  three   months   drill   and  then   goes    to 

the  Line  is  permitted  to  draw  the      11 

I  bounty  of  30s.  which  he  would  have  re- 

I  ceived   on   completing   his   six    months 

,  recruits'  drill.     This  is  clearly  laid  down 

in  Paragraph  8  of  Appendix  10,  Army 

Order,  of  23rd  December  last. 

I  now  come  to  the  noble  Duke's  seventh 

Question.     I    presume    that    what    my 

noble  friend  wishes  to  ask  is  whether  the 

proclamation    calling    out    the    Reserve 

practically  makes  the  Special  Reservists 

part  of  the  Regular  Army,  and,  therefore, 

"  whether  it  will  be  open  to  these  men  to 

1  join  a  Line  regiment  just  as  they  would  in 

peace  time.     If  this  is  what  my  noble 

I  'riend  means,  I  have  to  inform  him  that 

i  the  Special  Reservists  will  not  be  allowed 

I  to  join — that  is  to  say,  formally  to  enlist 

into — any  of  the  Line  regiments.    When 

,  the   Reserve   is   called   out   the    Special 

Reservists  automatically  become  part  of 

I  the  Reserve  of  the  Regular  Army.  '  If 

my  noble  friend  means  to  ask  whctlier 

these  Special  Reservists  are  to  have  any 

choice  as  regards  the  regiment  to  which 

they  will  be  sent,  my  answer  is  that,  while 

reserving  the  right  to  draft  them  to  any 
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to  i#w.d  them  ro  rhftir  Re^Ur  Territorial 
kftttftiiorj.^. 

In  repij  to  rnj  noble  friend's  eighth 
Qne«<tion,  T  m^v  remind  hirn  of  the 
anftwer  I  sfAve  hirn  on  thiA  matter  on  20th 
Fehnjarv.  The  ^pe^-ial  Armv  Order  of 
5th  Fehriar}--  apecificallv  lays  down  that 
thrive  Militiamen  who  belonj?  to  disbanded 
battalion.H,  even  if  thev  do  not  elect  to 
join  any  of  the  >peoial  Reserve  battalions, 
will  in  al!  ravrs  receive  the  non-training 
bounty  Jip  to  Febriani-,  1909.  The 
train injr  V.our.ty  i^  the  only  bounty  which 
they  will  r.ot  receive,  and  they  will  not 
receive  that  be'':aii.-.e  they  will  not  bft 
railed  up  for  training. 

J  woijUI  fir-Ht  iiice  to  point  out,  in  reply 
to  rny  noble  friend's  ninth  Question, 
t  h  a 1 1  h  e  I  i  ^'  u  r es  g i  ve n  by  my  no  1>I e  friend 
are  not  /juite  accurate.  The  increase  in 
Re^fular  ofTicera,  exclusive  of  adjutants 
and  rjuarterrii astern,  which  the  establish- 
ment«  of  the  new  .Special  Reser\'e  bat- 
talionM  render  rsecessar}',  is  estimated  at 
261.  A^'ainst  tbis  increase  there  must  be 
«et  an  ^-iti mated  decrease  of  adjutants 
and  rjuarterrnaftters,  which  reduces  the  net 
increase  to  220.  It  is  not  intended  to  add 
all  tbcKc  ofFicerH  Ut  the  Special  Reserve 
battalions  this  .summer.  The  additions 
must  be  marjft  j^radually,  but  I  understand 
that.  or»e  cajjtain  will  be  added  to  the 
Mrenj(th  of  each  battalion  this  year.  As 
to  the  tenth  Question  the  minimum  age 
of  enlist  merit  of  seventeen  years  is  already 
providerl  for  in  Regulations.  This  age  is 
jirerisciy  the  same  as  in  the  case  of  the 
Militia,    and    the    ordinary   means   that 


The  Earl  of  PORTSMOUTH :   We 

hop<  we  shall  not  have  cases  of  that  Idni 

Lord  ABiyGER  :     I  desire  to  say  a 

word  with  resard  to  the  answer  to  tk 
noble  Duke's  third  Qaestion.  In  tk 
case  of  Special  Reserve  battalions  a  Line 
major  is  to  be  brought  in,  and  oat  of  tk 
training  period  this  officer  will,  we  Tmde^ 
stand,  be  responsible  for  the  command. 
I  do  not  think  the  noble  Earl's  answer 
made  it  quite  clear  as  to  who  would  be 
responsible  during  the  training  period— 
the  lieutenant-colonel  conunanding  the 
Special  Reserve  battalion  or  the  Line 
officer  brought  in. 

The    Earl    of    PORTSMOUTH:  I 

thought  I  made  it  clear  that  the  officer 
commanding  would  be  responsible.  Bi 
position  v^-ill  be  practically  that  of  an 
officer  commanding  a  Militia  battalion. 

The  Earl  of  ALBEMARLE  rose  to 
ask  the  Under-Secretary  of  State  far 
War :  (1)  Whether  the  Army  Council 
propose  to  extend  the  privilege  of  sepaia- 
tion  allowance  to  private  soldiers;  (2) 
Whether  he  will  consider  the  advisability 
of  increasing  the  allowance  (per  week) 
to  Volunteers  to  10s.,  which  is  the  sun 
which  most  corps  now  pay  ;  (3)  Whether 
he  will  reconsider  the  imposition  of  tb 
very  heav^  fines  which  it  is  now  proposed 
to  levy  for  non-attendance  at  camp; 
:  (4)  Whether  he  will  endeavour  to  mab 
I  the  attestation  paper  generally  more 
attractive  than  it  is  in  its  present  fonOi 
.  having  regard  to  the  threat  of  imprison- 
ment for  false  answers  which  it  at  present 


have  heen  hithc^rto  taken  to  prevent  boys  :  contains;    (5)  How  he  proposes  to  deal 
of  leHH  than  Heventeen  joining  the  Militia  j  with  members  of  the  present  Auxiliary 
will  also  he  taken  in  the  rase  of  the  Special    ~ 
KeHcrve,     I   wouhl  refer  my  noble  friend 


to  I'ara^rapli  lOli  (r)  of  the  Recruiting 
Ke^iilatioriH.  In  n*.\Ay  to  my  noble 
friond's  eh^venth  yiii'stion,  I  may  say 
that,  therr  in  nothing  in  the  Regulations 
to  (M'ohihit  a  inurrifMl  man  enlisting  into 
the  S|MM'ijil  lirsiTve,  whether  engineers, 
artillery,  or  in  fun  try.  There  is,  there- 
fore, \\{\  HMison  to  discharge  a  man  if  after 
enlist  njent  ho  i)rov<'s  to  ])e  a  married  man, 

TnK  DuKKoF  HKDFOIII) :  Hut  what 
does  the  nohle  Karl  ])ropose  to  do  with 
\\\v  man*rt  starving  wife  and  family  ? 

The  Karl  of  IWisniouth, 


Forces  who  from  force  of  circumstances 
may  in  the  future  be  precluded  from 
joining  amalgamated  units  ;  (6)  How 
members  of  the  permanent  staff  of  a  unit 
are  to  be  dealt  with  when  they  cannot 
be  absorbed  on  the  disbandment  of  their 
unit. 

The  noble  Earl  said  :  My  Lords,  before 
asking  the  Questions  which  stand  in  my 
name  I  should  like  to  draw  attention  to 
a  matter  of  which  I  have  given  the  nobk 
Earl  private  notice.  It  relates  to  a 
grievance — and,  I  think  the  noble  Earl 
will  admit,  an  injustice — ^which  has  been 
overlooked  in  theframing  of  the  rokfl 
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for  >;he  County  Associations.  I  have  in 
my  miad  the  case  of  a  retired  officer, 
enjoying  a  pension,  who  has  been  selected 
as  secretary  to  a  Territorial  Association. 
As  your  Lordships  are  aware,  the  salary 
in  most  cases  is  very  small  at  the  best. 
Before  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
altered  the  conditions  I  heard  of  one 
county  which  was  only  able  to  pay  a 
salary  of  £60  to  the  officer  who  was 
going  to  serve  them  as  secretary,  no  doubt 
to  the  best  of  his  ability.  Since  then  I 
believe  matters  have  been  materially 
improved.  The  case  to  which  I  wish  to 
call  attention  is  that  of  a  captain  who  has 
*been  appointed  secretary  of  a  Territorial 
Association  at  a  salary  of  £200  a  year, 
and  who,  we  learned  last  week  for  the 
first  time,  will  be  required  to  resign  his 
pension  of  £100  a  ye^r  before  he  can 
accept  the  £200  a  year  from  the  associa- 
tion. I  submit,  my  Lords,  that  this  is 
not  only  a  soldier's  grievance,  but  a  real 
injustice. 
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My  Questions  are  framed  with  the  ; 
sole  desire  to  carry  out  loyally  the  j 
conditions  imposed  by  His  Majesty's 
Government.  As  regards  the  Volunteers, 
some  noble  Lords  may  know  that 
I  am  interested  in  them  and  have  been 
for  many  years.  I  have  commanded 
them  in  peace  and  war,  and  know  some- 
thing about  them.  I  hope,  therefore, 
your  Lordships  will  not  think  that*  I  am 
imduly  taking  up  your  time.  My  first 
Question  is  whether  the  Army  Council 
propose  to  extend  the  privilege  of  separa- 
tion allowance  to  private  soldiers.  I 
anticipate  that  the  answer  to  that  will 
be,  in  the  first  place,  that  the  training 
is  so  short  that  it  is  not  worth  while 
going  into  that  matter ;  but,  as  non- 
commissioned officers  will  have  separa 


Next,  I  ask  the  noble  Earl  whether  he 
will  consider  the  advisability  of  increasing 
the  allowance  per  week  to  Volunteers  to 
10s.  In  most  county  corps  it  is  the 
custom  to  give  an  allowance  of  lOs.  a 
week  during  training  ;  I  think  the  Army 
Council  proposed  that  it  should  be  Ss. 
I  hope  the  War  Office  will  consider  the 
advisabilty  of  increasing  that  allowance 
by  2s.  That  does  not  apply  to  London 
regiments,  who  now  take  the  whole  of  the 
capitation  grant  and  do  not  generally 
make  an  allowance  to  privates  during 
camp.  I  then  desire  to  ask  the  noble 
Earl  whether  he  will  reconsider  the  im- 
position of  the  very  heavy  fines  which  it 
is  now  proposed  to  levy  for  non-attendance 
at  camp,  and  whether  he  will  endeavour 
to  make  the  attestation  paper  generally 
more  attractive  than  it  is  in  its  present 
form,  ha\ang  regard  to  the  threat  of  im- 
prisonment for  false  answers  which  it  at 
present  contains.  I  should  expect  the 
noble  Earl  to  say  that  the  form  was 
framed  for  bad  characters,  and  for  people 
who  intentionally  did  wrong;  but  I  do 
not  like  to  see  the  British  Volunteer,  who 
has  served  the  country  so  well  in  the 
past,  placed  in  the  position  of  being 
threatened  with  the  Army  Councirs  ven- 
geance before  even  he  is  attested.  I  have 
in  my  hand  Form  E.  502,  which,  being 
interpreted,  is  the  attestation  paper. 


The    Earl    op 
that  the  old  one  1 


PORTSMOUTH:   Is 


The  Earl  op  ALBEMARLE:  No, 
the  new  one ;  I  believe  it  is  only  a  few 
hours  old.  I  see,  at  the  end  of  the  paper, 
in  italics — the  italics  are  so  small  that  I 
can  hardly  read  the  passage  —  these 
words — 

Under  the  provisions  of  Section  99  of  the 


tion    allowance    and    draw    Army    pay  !  Array  Act,  if  a  person  knowingly  makes  a  false 


daring  their  training,  surely  the  private 
soldier  should  be  considered.  Take  the 
case  of  an  artisan.  He  will  have  to  leave 
his  wife  and  family,  and,  in  addi- 
tion, make  arrangements  with  his 
employer ;  and  we  who  have  had 
to  do  with  Volunteers,  know  that 
the  question  of  how  long  his  employer 
will  allow  him  to  be  away  for  the  pur- 
pose of  camp  i;?  a  very  difficult  one.  I 
do  not  think  it  is  much  to  ask,  especially 
as  the  time  of  training  is  so  short,  that 
the  privilege  of  separation  allowance 
should  be  extended  to  the  private  soldier. 


answer  to  any  que  stion  contained  in  the  attesta- 
tion paper  he  renders  himself  liable  to  punish- 
ment " 

Many  men  who  intend  to  join  will  no 
doubt  read  that,  but  very  few,  I  venture 
to  think,  will  refer  to  Section  99  of  the 
Army  Act.  If  they  did  I  think  a  great 
many  of  them  would  cry  off  and  not  wish 
to  join  the  Territorial  Force.  Section  99 
(1)  of  the  Army  Act  runs  as  follows  : — 

"  If  a  person  knowingly  ra.ike.-*  a  false  answer 
to  any  c|ue^tion  containeJ  in  the  attestation 
payer  which  has  been  jmt  to  him  by  or  by 
dire  tion  of  the  ju^tir  e  before  whom  he  appears 
for  the  purpose  of  being  att€^te  1,  he  shall  be 
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liable  on  summary  conviction  to  be  imprisoned 
with  or  without  hard  labour  for  any  period  not 
exceeding  three  months." 

I  venture  to  submit  that  it  is  going  too 
far,  when  you  invite  a  man  as  a  Volunteer 
to  serve  you,  to  hold  this  threat  over  his 
head.  We  know  that  it  is  very  difficult 
in  some  cases  for  a  man  who  is  not  very 
literate,  shall  I  say,  to  give  absolutely 
correct  answers  to  all  the  questions. 
Some  men  might  unknowingly  contra- 
vene  


Lord   LUCAS: 
"  knowingly." 


The    section     says 


The  Earl   of  ALBEMARLE: 
some  men  might  unknowingly 


But 


Lord  LUCAS:    In    that    case    they 
would  not  be  liable  for  punishment. 

The  Earl  of  ALBEMARLE  :  I  would 
next  ask  the  noble  Earl  how  he  proposes 
to  deal  with  members  of  the  present 
Auxiliary  Forces  who  from  force  of 
circumstances  may  in  the  future  be  pre- 
cluded from  joining  amalgamated  units. 
I  have  a  case  in  point  in  my  own  county, 
Norfolk.  Along  the  border  of  Norfolk 
and  Suffolk  there  are  seven  big  towns 
which  are  centres  for  Volunteer  Infantry 
recruiting,  and  by  the  recruiting  area  now 
drawn  up  to  meet  the  new  requirements 
by  which  we  shall  recruit  artillery  in  a 
certain  area,  and  infantry  in  another, 
some  five  companies  of  the  2nd  battalion 
of  the  Norfolk  regiment  will  be  dis- 
banded and  will  have  long  distances  to  go, 
and  heavy  travelling  expenses  to  incur, 
before  they  can  get  anywhere  near  a  unit 
to  which  they  can  be  attachcl  and  with 
whom  they  can  drill.  I  desire  also  to  ask 
how  Members  of  the  permanent  staff  of  a 
unit  are  to  be  dealt  with  when  they  can- 
not be  absorbed  on  the  disband ment  of 
their  unir.  If  there  are  two  battalions 
and  one  is  disbanded,  it  stands  to  reason 
that  there  will  bo  a  large  number  of 
permanent  staff  who  will  have  no  em- 
ployment. I  ask  the  noble  Earl  how  he 
proposes  to  deal  with  these  men  in  the 
future.  I  did  hear  that  they  were  going 
to  be  allowed  to  wear  their  uniform,  but 
what  gooil  that  ^^ill  do  them,  or  wlien  I 
they  will  wear  it,  1  do  not  know.  , 
Perhaps  the  noble  Earl  will  allow  me 
to  ask  a  further  <]uo>tion,  of  which 
I  have  not  given  him  notice,  concerning  i 
the    much-Valued    Volunteer    decoration.  . 

The  Ear  I  of  Albemarle. 


Those  officers  who  would  be  entitled  to  it 
soon  after  the  ever-to-be-remembered 
1st  April  may  just  miss  getting  it ;  and 
we  should  like  to  know  whether  they 
will  be  eligible.  In  this  connection  I  do 
not  see  my  late  colonel,  the  noble  and 
gallant  Field-Marshal,  in  his  place,  but 
I  should  have  liked  to  congratulate  him 
on  getting  the  Volunteer  decoration  by 
the  skin  of  his  teeth. 

The  Earl  of  ERROLL  :  My  Lords, 
before  the  noble  Earl  the  Under-Secretary 
replies,  I  should  like  to  draw  attention 
for  a  moment  to  the  first  Question  put  to 
him  by  the  noble  Earl  with  reference 
to  separation  allowance.  1  hope  that 
His  Majesty's  Government  will  see  their 
way  to  alter  their  decision  as  to  the 
separation  allowance  being  given  only  to 
non-commissioned  officers.  I  am  told 
that  there  are  about  20  per  cent,  of 
married  men  in  the  Volunteers,  and  that 
the  colonels  look  upon  them  as  some  of 
the  best  men  they  have  got.  I  was  also 
informed  yesterday  by  an  officer  com- 
manding a  brigade  in  the  Midlands  that 
by  not  giving  the  separation  allowance 
to  the  privates  the  Territorial  Army 
would  be  liable  to  lose  some  20,000  men. 
He  further  said  that  a  great  many  of  the 
men  could  afford  to  lose  one  week's  wages, 
but  not  two.  It  is  of  the  greatest 
importance  that  as  many  men  as  possible 
should'  be  got  to  train  for  two  weeks,  and 
I  suggest,  as  a  compromise,  that  separa- 
tion allowance  should  at  least  be  given 
to  the  men  who  come  out  for  a  fortnight's 
training.  In  this  way  you  would  greatly 
mitigate  the  hardship  and  ensure  having 
a  very  much  larger  number  of  better 
trained  men. 

Lord  WENLOCK  :  My  Lords,  I 
should  like  to  say,  on  this  point,  that  my 
Association  has  sent  up  a  strongly-worded 
Resolution  urging  upon  the  Secretary  of 
State  the  importance  of  giving  the 
separation  allowance  to  privates.  The 
information  I  obtained  from  officers 
commanding  Volunteers  in  my  county 
goes  to  show  that,  if  privates  are  deprived 
of  the  separation  allowance,  the  regiments 
are  likely  to  lose  a  very  large  number 
of  their  most  valuable  men.  I  do  not 
think  any  point  has  more  impressed  the 
Volunteers  than  the  fact  that  privates 
are  not  to  receive  the  separation  allowance, 
whilst  this  privilege   is  to  be  given  to 
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non-commissioned  officers.  The  non- 
commissioned officers  are  generally  the 
foremen  in  the  works  in  which  the  men 
are  employed,  and  earn  higher  wages. 
I  hope,  therefore,  the  question  will  be 
reconsidered.  The  men  will  be  expected 
to  come  out  for  a  fortnight's  training 
instead  of  for  seven  days,  as  now,  and  I 
believe  that  if  this  concession  is  withheld 
we  shall  in  our  part  of  the  country  lose 
a  very  large  numoer  of  the  men  we  are 
particularly  anxious  to  retain. 

Lord  SAYE  and  SELE  :  My  Lords,  I 
did  not  intend  to  take  part  in  this  dis- 
cussion, but  one  of  the  points  alluded  to 
by  Lord  Albemarle  particularly  interests 
me.  I  refer  to  the  uncertainty  of  the 
officers'  position  in  regard  to  pensions. 
If  we  could  get  a  definition  of  what  an 
officer's  pension  is,  I  am  sure  it  would  be 
of  great  use  ;  for  in  my  humble  opinion 
the  dearth  of  officers  is  very  closely  bound 
up  with  this  point.  If  you  ask  any 
officer  in  the  British  Army  to  define  a 
pension  you  will  only  get  one  answer  — 
namely,  that  it  is  a  reward  for  past 
services,  and  I  think  your  Lordships 
would  return  the  same  reply.  Yet  when 
it  comes  to  an  officer  taking  a  position  as 
secretary  to  a  Territorial  Association,  or 
an  appointment  of  that  kind,  his  pension 
is  invariably  dragged  in  by  the  War 
Office,  and  it  is  said  that  he  is  getting  so 
much  pension,  and  therefore  can  do  with 
less  reward  for  his  present  services.  I 
will  give  a  concrete  instance.  At  the 
commencement  of  the  South  African  War 
there  were  two  classes  of  officers — one  re- 
ceiving a  pension  and  the  other  a  gratuity. 
The  pension  was  held  on  the  security  of 
promises ;  the  gratuity,  of  course,  was  in 
the  officer's  pocket.  When  an  officer  was 
called  back  from  the  Reserve  the  Kegula- 
tions  took  away  his  pension  and  put  him 
on  full  pay.  Therefore  the  pensioned 
officers,  of  whom  I  had  the  honour  to  be 
one,  had  their  pension  taken  away ; 
whereas  the  gratuity  oflicers  retained 
their  gratuity  intact.  That  was  gener- 
ally spoken  of  throughout  the  Army  as  a  I 
gross  injustice,  and  I  only  ({uote  it  as  one  ' 
instance  of  the  uncertainty  that  prevails.  ' 
An  officer  never  knows  what  exactly  i^?*  \ 
his  position,  and  this,  I  am  sure,  has  a  . 
great  bearing  on  the  difficulty  of  getting  i 
officers  and  keeping  them.  I  therefore  i 
ask  whether  some  sort  of  definition  of  a  ! 
pension  could  not  l>e  given  which  should 
hold  good  for  all  time.  [ 


♦The  Marquess  of  LANSDOWNE: 
My  Lords,  I  rise  only  for  the  pur- 
pose of  expressing  my  thanks  to  my 
noble  friend  behmd  me  for  having 
called  attention  to  a  matter  which  seems 
to  me  of  considerable  importance — I 
mean  the  remuneration  offered  to  the 
secretaries  of  these  County  Associations. 
I  am  constrained  to  say  that  in  my  view 
the  War  Office  is  making  a  great  mistake 
in  pushing  its  frugal  principles  too 
far,  when  it  comes  to  deal  with  the 
emoluments  of  officers  selected  for  this 
extremely  important  work.  I  do  not 
think  it  is  an  exaggeration  to  say  that 
the  success  or  failure  of  an  Association 
will  very  often  depend  upon  the  manner 
in  which  it  is  served  by  its  secretary. 
The  presidents  and  chairmen  of  the 
Associations  are  as  often  as  not  men  who 
have  many  other  public  duties  to  perform, 
and  who  must  depend  to  a  great  extent,  if 
not  entirely,  for  all  matters  of  routine  upon 
their  secretaries.  The  secretary  will  have 
to  start  this  brand  new  machinery,  some- 
times in  circumstances  of  very  great 
difficulty,  and  surely  it  is  worth  while 
offering  to  those  whom  you  desire  to 
attract  to  these  positions,  salaries  bearing 
at  any  rate  some  relation  to  the  import- 
ance of  the  work  which  they  have  to  do. 
I  am  personally  aware  of  a  case  in 
which  a  County  Association  was  able  to 
secure  the  assistance  of  a  gallant  officer 
as  to  whose  qualifications  there  could  be 
no  doubt,  because  his  name  was  included 
on  the  War  Office  list  of  officers  eligible 
for  these  secretaryships.  He  was  ready 
to  take  the  post  at  a  salary  of  £200  a 
year,  not  surely  a  very  exaggerated 
stipend.  We  received  from  the  War 
Office,  however,  an  intimation  that  £100 
a  year  was  all  that  could  be  allowed, 
and  that  if  more  was  to  be  given  it 
must  be  provided  from  other  sources. 
Obviously  those  other  sources  could  only 
be  either  the  generosity  of  private  in- 
dividuals or  the  deflection  of  a  part  of  the 
allowance  made  to  the  Association  from 
some  other  useful  purpose  to  supplement 
the  salary  given  to  the  secretary.  To 
my  mind  both  those  alternatives  would 
have  been  very  regrettable.  My  noble 
friend  who  introduced  the  subject  told 
the  House  that  he  believed  matters  had 
materially  improved  in  this  respect.  I 
hope  they  have,  because  there  is  room  for 
improvement.  I  do  very  rarnestly  en- 
treat the  War  Office  not  to  jeopardise  the 
success  of  this  most  important  scheme  by 
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an  exaggerated  parsimony  in  respect 
this  one  particular. 


to 


*The  Earl  of  PORTSMOUTH :  My 
Lords,  a  Liberal  Government  always  finds 
itself  in  an  unusually  unhappy  position 
in  regard  to  the  War  Office  administra- 
tion. The  Secretary  of  State  is  accused 
in  the  other  House  of  spending  toa  much 
money,  and  I  am  continually  asked  in 
your  Lordship's  House  to  spend  a  little 
more.  I  can  assure  the  noble  Marquess 
who  has  just  spoken  that  I  agree  with 
him  that  the  question  of  the  remunera- 
tion of  secretaries  is  an  important  and 
anxious  one,  and  I  entirely  concur  in  the 
statement  that  the  success  of  these 
Associations  must,  to  a  considerable 
extent,  depend  upon  the  ability  and 
capacity  of  the  secretary.  I  do  not  know 
whether  the  last  word  has  been  said  on 
the  subject,  but  I  will  bear  in  mind 
what  the  noble  Marquess  has  said. 
Then  the  noble  Lord  behind  me  asked 
whether  I  would  define  what  a  pension 
is.  I  am  almost  nightly  asked  a  series  of 
conundrums  by  noble  Lords  opposite, 
and  I  do  my  best  to  reply,  but  the  noble 
Lord  must  excuse  me  if  I  decline  to 
attempt  a  definition  on  so  difficult  and 
debatable  a  point.  As  to  the  Question 
put  to  me  by  Lord  Albemarle,  I  can  assure 
the  noble  Earl  that  I  will  use  all  my 
influence  to  prevent  an  injustice  being 
done  to  any  gallant  officer,  and  perhaps 
he  will  communicate  to  me  privately  the 
full  facts  of  the  case  to  which  he  referred. 
With  regard  to  the  Questions  on  the 
Paper,  I  listened  with  some  concern  to 
what  was  said  by  Lord  Errol  and  Lord 
Wenlock,  and  I  will  see  that  the  views 
they  have  put  forward  are  brought  before 
the  proper  quarter. 

In  reply  to  the  first  Question  that  Lord 
Albemarle  placed  on  the  Paper,  I  have  to 
say  I  am  afraid  there  is  no  possibility  of 
extending  the  privilege  of  separation 
allowance  to  private  soldiers  of  the  Terri- 
torial Force.  The  reasons  for  this 
decision  of  the  Army  Council  I  have 
already  given  in  detail  in  reply  to 
my  noble  friend  Lord  Ampthill,  on  the 
13th  of  last  month.  In  reply  to  my 
noble  friend's  second  Question,  there 
will  be  no  allowance,  as  such,  given  to  the 
men  of  the  Territorial  Force.  The  men 
will  get  the  piy  of  their  rank  on  the  same 
lines  as  the  Kegulars.  I  may  add  that  I 
am   informed    that   my    noble   friend  is 

The  Marques^  of  Lansdownc, 


scarcely  accurate  in  saying  that  most  corps 
now  pay  10s.  weekly  allowance  to  their 
men. 

Then  I  come  to  the  third  Question, 
and  on  that  matter  I  do  not  think  my 
noble  friend  need  feel  any  great  appre- 
hension. It  is  not  the  intention  of  the 
Army  Council  that  the  maximum  fine 
laid  down  under  the  Act  for  non- 
attendance  at  camp  should  be  imposed 
when  there  is  reasonable  excuse  for  such 
non-attendance.  The  widest  possible 
discretion  is  left  to  the  General  Officer 
Commanding  -  in  -  Chief  to  deal  with 
individual  cases  on  their  merits  as  they 
arise,  and  to  decide  whether  any  action 
should  be  taken  under  Clause  21  of 
the  Act.  In  reply  to  my  noble 
friend's  fourth  Question,  a  new  form  (rf 
the  attestation  paper  has  recently  been 
issued,  from  which  several  details  which 
had  been  criticised  as  objectionable  have 
been  altogether  omitted.  The  intimation 
that  the  giving  of  false  answers  renders 
the  man  liable  to  punishment  is  still 
retained.  We  consider  it  only  fair  that 
the  man  should  be  informed  of  his  liability 
in  this  respect  under  Section  99  of  the 
Army  Act,  and  in  the  revised  form  of  the 
attestation  paper  this  fact  is  represented 
to  the  man  in  as  moderate  terms  as 
possible. 

I  may  inform  my  noble  friend  in  reply 

to  his  fifth  Question,  that  an  Army  Order 

will  be  issued,  I  hope  during  this  week^ 

dealing  with  the  whole  question  of  the 

amalgamation    of    units.       This    Army 

Order  will  give  detailed  instructions  as  to 

how  the  members  of  the  present  AuxiU- 

ary  Forces,  to  whom  he  refers,  are  to  be 

I  dealt  with.    In  reply  to  my  noble  friend's 

sixth  (Question,  I  have  to  inform  him  that 

this  question  of  the  permanent  staff  of 

units  is  being  considered,   and  detailed 

instructions  regarding  the  various  cases 

•  that  arise  will  be  issued.     There  was  one 

I  other    point  to    which   the  noble   Earl 

j  referred,  namely,  the  Volunteer  decora- 

!  tion.     I  had  a  Question  put  to  me  a  little 

while  ago  on  this  point,  and  I  then  said, 

and  now  repeat,  that  the  matter  is  in  a 

\  forward    condition ;     but,   of    course,  it 

I  would  not  be  proper  for  me  to  make  any 

statement  regarding  it  before  we  have 

received  the  Koyal  approval. 

Loud     HARRIS :    I  understood  the 

'  noble   Earl   to   say   that  it  was  not  the 

intention  of  the  Army  Council  to  impose 
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very   hesLvy   fines  in  the  case  of    men 
failing  to  attend  camp. 

The  Earl  of  PORTSMOUTH: 
Whenever  there  is  reasonable  excuse. 

Lord  HARRIS:  That  is  not  the 
point.  On  making  inquiries  at  the  War 
Office,  I  understood  that  in  all  cases  in 
which  a  man  failed  to  earn  all  that  he 
could  earn,  it  would  be  necessary  for  the 
County  Association  to  prosecute  him  in 
the  Courts,  when  it  would  be  for  the 
justices  to  decide  what  fine  should  be 
imposed.  Under  the  old  system  there 
was  fa  code  of  rules  which  the  man 
accepted  as  conditions  of  service,  and 
attached  to  them  was  a  schedule  of  fines, 
and  if  a  man  failed  to  earn  any  part  of 
the  contingent  grant  the  commanding 
officer  was  able  to  recover  such  an  amount 
as  he  failed  to  earn.  Now  the  noble  Earl 
says  the  War  Office  is  going  to  impose 
the  fine.  My  impression  is  that  he  is 
wrong  there.  Under  the  Act  and  the 
attestation  form  combined  the  liability 
of  the  Yeoman  or  the  Volunticer,  as  the 
case  may  be,  is  laid  down,  and,  if  he  fails 
fully  to  perform  his  liability,  it 
is  for  the  Association  to  decide 
whether  they  will  endeavour  to  re- 
cover what  he  ought  to  have  earned 
by  going  to  the  Courts.  It  will  not  lie 
with  the  commanding  officer,  the  County 
Association,  or  the  Army  Council,  to 
decide  what  fine  he  should  pay;  that 
will  be  for  the  Court  to  decide. 

The  Earl  of  PORTSMOUTH :  I  do 
not  think  there  is  anything  incorrect  in  , 
what  my  noble  friend  says,  but  it  does 
not,  I  think,  militate  against  the  answer 
I  have  given.  | 

Lord  NEWTON:  I  should  like  to 
ask,  to  satisfy  my  curiosity,  whether 
there  is  any  guarantee  that  anybody 
will  be  fined  at  all. 

[No  Answer  was  returned.] 


THE  TERRITORIAL  BATTERIES. 
Lord  WENLOCK:  My  Lords,  on 
behalf  of  py  noble  friend,  Lord 
Fortescue,  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under- 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  whether, 
when  the  guns  are  issued  to  the  Terri- 
torial Army,  there  will  be  issued  with 
them  a  proper  complement  of  the  range 
finders,  signalling  apparatus,  and  other 
equipment  necessary  for  the  training  and 
efficiency  of  the  batteries ;  and,  if  not, 
will  he  inform  County  Associations  how 
much  of  this  necessary  equipment  they 
will  have  to  provide  for  themselves. 

The  Earl  of   PORTSMOUTH :  As 

regards  this  matter,  I  have  to  inform  my 

:  noble  friend  that  all  the  necessary  techni- 

I  cal  equipment  will  be  provided   by   the 

I  War  Office  as  soon  as  it  is  available. 

House  ailjouraed  at  twenty-five 
minutes  past  Five  o'clock, 
till  To-morrow,  half- past 
Ten  o'clock. 


HOUSE   OF   COMMONS. 
Thursday,  I9th  March,  1908. 


The  House  met  at  a   quarter  before 
Three  of  the  aock. 


Lord  NEWTON 
answer. 


Am  I  to  have  no 


The  Earl  of  PORTSMOUTH  :  I  am 
afraid  I  cannot  give  a  guarantee. 

Lord  NEWTON  :  Then  I  will  put  a 
Question  on  the  Paper. 


PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

Conway  and  Colwyn  Bay  Joint  Water 
Board    Bill. — ^As    amended,    considered; 
I  to  be  read  the  third  time. 

Rochdale  Corporation  Bill. — As  amend- 
ed considered  ;  an  Amendment  made  ; 
Bill  to  be  read  the  third  time. 

Dublin  Corporation  Bill  (by  Order). — 
Order  for  Second  Reading  read,  and 
discharged. 

Bill  withdrawn. 

Ards  and  Bangor  Railways  Bill. — 
"  For  making  railways  in  the  county  of 
Down  to  be  called  the  Ards  and  Bangor 
Railways ;  and  for  other  purposes," 
presented,  and  read  the  first  time ; 
and  referred  to  the  Examiners  of  Petitions 
f  r  Private  Bills. 
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London  United  Tramways  Bill. — "  For 
conferring  further,  powers  on  the  London 
United  Tramways,  Limited;  for  con- 
structing tramways,  and  widening  and 
altering  streets  and  roads;  and  for 
other  purposes,"  presented,  and  read 
the   first   time ;      and   referred   to    the 


Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  i  upon  the  Table. 


SALE   OF  INTOXICATING  LIQUORS  OH 
SUNDAY  BILL. 

Petition  from  Darlaston,   in  favour; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

WOMEN'S  ENFRANCHISEMENT  BILL 
Petition  from  Bury,  in  favour ;  to  lie 


Dublm  and  South  Eastern  Railway  \ 
Bill ;  City  of  Glasgow  Bill— Reported,  j 
with  Amendments  ;  Reports  to  lie  upon  . 
the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.  j 

j 

Seaham    Harbour    Dock     Bill. — Re- 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 

ELECTIONS  (COLONIES).. 
Copy  presented,  of  Papers  relating  to 


^«^  J       -xu    A        J       J.        T»    '  ^  iT  '  the  Machinery  and  Cost  of  Elections  in 
ported    with  Amendments ;     Report  to  ,  ^^^.^  g^^j/j^  ^^^^  ^    ComnJd]; 

he  upon  the  Table.  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


Bury  and  District  Joint  Water  Board 
Bill ;  Blaydon  and  Ryton  Water  (Trans- 
fer) Bill. — Reported,  with  Amendments  ; 
Reports  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be 
printed. 


PETITIONS. 


EDUCATION  (SCOTLAND). 
Copy  presented,   of  Return  showing 
the  Expenditure  from  the  Qrant  for 
Public  Education  in  Scotland  in  the  year 
1907,    with   Statistics   [by    Command]; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

LOAN  FUND  BOARD  (IRELAND). 
Copy  presented,  of  Seventieth  Annual 
Report,   1907  [by  (Command] ;     to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

FOREIGN  TRADE  AND  COMMERCE. 
Return  ordered,  "  of  Accounts  relating 
CONGO  FREE  STATE.                 I  to  the  Trade  and  Commerce  of  certain 
Petition  from  Prestwich  and  White- ;  Foreign   Countries   and   British  Posses- 
field,  for  protection  of  the  native  races  ;  ;  sions." — {Mr.  Lloyd-Oeorge.) 
to  lie  upon  the  Table.  


COAL   MINES    (JJIGHT    HOURS)    (NO.    2) 
BILL. 

Petitions  against :     From  Greenock  ; 
and  Liverpool ;   to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


LICENSED    PREMISES    (EXCLUSION    OF 
CHILDREN). 

Petition  from  Totnes,  for  legislation ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

LICENSING  BILL. 
Petitions  against :   From  Ashby-de-la 
Zouch  ;  Bishop  Cannings  ;  -Ohippenham  ; 
Devizes  and  District  (two) ;  and  Pewsey  ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

LICENSING  BILL. 
Petitious  in  favour  :     From  Chelsea  ; 
Clydebank  ;   and  Rochdale  ;   to  lie  upon 
the  Table. 

MORAY    FIRTH    (ILI.FXiAL   TRAWLING). 
Petition  from   Burghoad,   for  preven- 
tion ;   to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


QUESTIONS  AND  ANSWERS 
CIRCULATED  WITH  THE  VOTES. 


North  of  Scotland  Mail  Service. 

Mr.  R.  L.  HARMSWORTH  (Caithness- 

shire) :    To  ask  the  Postmaster-  General 

if  he  is  able  to  state  whether  his  recent 

j  efforts  to  secure  more  punctual  arrival 

.  of  the  mail  trains  to  Caithness  and  the 

I  North  of  Scotland  generally  have    met 

j  with  success  ;    and,  if  not,  whether  he 

I  will   urge  upon  the  railway  companies 

I  the  necessity  for  greater  punctuality. 

{Answered    hy    Mr.    Sydney    Busion.) 

I  am  <:jlad  to  be  able  to  inform  the  hon, 

McMnbor  that  the  mail  trains  to  the  North 

!  (»f  Scotland  are  at  present  working  with 

'  fair    punctuality.    There    is,    therefore, 

no  occasion  for  representations  to  the 
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railway  companies  on  the  subject.  The 
remedial  measures  which  have  been 
urged  upon  the  companies  are  principally 
intended  to  meet  the  difficulty  ex- 
perienced in  maintaining  punctuality 
during  the  tourist  season,  and  their 
effect  will  not  be  fully  apparent  until 
later  in  the  year. 

Heybridge  Letter  Deliyeries. 
Mr.  T.  R.  BETHELL  (Essex,  Maldon) : 
To  ask  the  Postmaster-General  whether, 
having  regard  to  the  fact  that  Heybridge 
is  contiguous  to  Maldon  and  in  the  same 
postal  district,  he  can  see  his  way  to 
furthering  the  convenience  of  the  resi- 
dents of  Heybridge  by  an  extension  of 
the  evening  delivery  of  letters. 

(AnsuDered  by  Mr,  Sydney  Bvxton.) 
I  have  called  for  a  Report  on  this  subject, 
and  on  its  receipt  I  will  communicate 
with  the  hon.  Member. 

London  Educational  Endowments. 
Mr.  DICKINSON  (St.  Pancras,  N.) : 
To  ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Education,  whether  he  can  give  the 
amount  of  the  capital  fund  of  endow- 
ments and  the  sums  raised  by  way  of 
mortgage  of  the  school  premises  which 
the  Board  have  sanctioned  by  schemes 
or  orders  under  the  Charitable  Trusts 
Acts  to  be  expended  on  repairs  or  altera- 
tions to  voluntary  schools  in  London 
since  the  Education  (London)  Act  came 
into  operation. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  McKenna.)  State- 
ment showing  (i.)  the  amount  of  the 
capital  funds  of  endowments  (including 
sums  raised  by  charge  of  the  charity 
estate,  other  than  school  buildings)  , 
and  (ii.)  the  sums  raised  by  way  of  I 
mortgage  of  the  school  premises,  which 
the  Board  of  Education  have  sanctioned 
by  schemes  or  orders  under  the  Charitable 
Trusts  Acts  to  be  expended  on  repairs 
or  alt-erations  to  voluntary  schools  in 
London  since  the  Education  (London) 
Act  came  into  opera  tioii. 

(i.) 

£  s.  d. 
Church         of         Englaiul 

Schools  -         -         -         -  16,326  14  0 

Roman  Catholic  Schools    -  11,7.-0  4  2 

Jewish  Schools  -         -         -17.000  0  0 


Questions. 
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£  s.  d. 
Church        of 

Schools-        -        -^       -  10,450  0  0 

Roman  Catholic  Schools    -    2,500  0  0 


12,950  0  0 

Totals. 

£  s.  d. 
Church        of        England 

Schoob  -        .        -        -  26,776  14  9 

Roman  Catholic  Schools    -  14,230  4  2 

Jewish  Schools  -        -        -  17,000  0  0 


£58,006  18  11 


l."3,or>^>  IB  11 


^  Refhgerating  Machinery  on  Battleships. 
Sir       BERKELEY       SHEFFIELD 

!  (Lincolnshire,  Brigg) :  To  ask  the  Secre- 
tary to  the  Admiralty,  whether  it  is 
the  intention  of  the  Board  to  fit  re- 
frigerating machinery  to  the  magazines 
of  ships  in  special  reserve,  such  as  the 
eight  battleships  of  the  "  Royal 
Sovereign "  class,  the  "  Renown,"  the 
two  battleships  of  the  "  Centurion " 
class,  and  the  "  Nile  "  and  "  Trafalgar." 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Edmund  Robertson.) 
Provision  has  been  made  in  the  Estimates 
for  1908-9  for  fitting  the  "Renown," 
but  with  this  exception  the  reply  is  in 
the  negative.  If  for  any  reason  any  of 
the  ships  named  should  be  again  brought 
forward  for  continuous  active  service 
in  the  Fleet,  the  question  of  fitting 
refrigerating  machinery  in  them  would 
be  further  considered. 

Mr.  BELLAIRS  (Lynn  Regis):  To 
ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty, 
whether  the  full  amount  of  £200,000 
or  more  will  be  spent  under  the  current 
year's  Estimates  for  refrigerating  ma- 
chinery of  majijazines  of  ships  ;  and  what 
are  the  chief  items  in  the  Votes  on  which 
savings  are  anticipated  in  the  letter  of 
application,  to  the  Treasur}'  aslduii  for 
their  sanction  to  this  new  expenditure 
svithout  presenting  a  Supplementary 
Estimate  to  tlie  House. 

{Amn-ered  hy  Mr.  Edmund  Robertson.) 
So  far  as  can  be  seen  at  preseiit,  it  is 
p.nticipated  that  the  ex|)enditure  in  the 
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current  financial  year  will  not  fall  far 
short  of  £200,000.  As  regards  the  second 
part  of  the  Question,  the  Treasury  was 
asked  to  sanction  an  expenditure  of 
£200,000  on  the  understanding  that  a 
Supplementary  Estimate  would  be  pre- 
sented if  necessary.  The  expense,  can, 
however,  be  defrayed  from  surpluses 
which  have  accrued  on  the  provision  for 
other  services,  principally  under  Votes 
7,  8,  Section  III.,  9,  and  10. 

Use  of  Firearms  in  Ireland. 
Mr.  DUFFY  (Galway,  S.)  :  To  ask 
Mr.  Attorney  -  Greneral  for  Ireland 
whether  his  attention  has  been  drawn 
to  the  law  proceedings  at  Gort,  when 
Mr.  F.  Persse,  J.P.,  was  prosecuted  for 
unlawfully  discharging  firearms  on  the 
public  road  ;  under  what  Act  was  the 
charge  brought ;  and  will  he  state  why 
Mr.  Brady,  R.M.,  contrary  to  the  ex- 
pressed opinion  of  his  brother  magistrate 
who  assisted  on  the  occasion,  marked 
the  case  dismissed,  instead  of,  as  is 
usual  in  all  such  cases,  adjourned  to  next 
petty  sessions. 

f  (Answered  hy  Mr.  Cherry.)  The  pro- 
ceedings against  Mr.  F.  Persse,  J.P., 
were  brought  by  the  police  under  the 
Summary    Jurisdiction     (Ireland)     Act, 


1851.  I  am  informed  that  one  of  the 
two  magistrates  was  for  a  conviction 
and  the  other  for  an  acquittal.  In 
these  circumstances  it  was  open  to  the 
magistrates  to  make  one  or  other  of 
two  orders,  namely,  to  dismiss  without 
prejudice  to  the  complaint  being  re- 
newed or  to  adjourn.  The  resident 
magistrate  informs  me  that  his  fellow- 
magistrate  expressed  no  desire  to  adjourn 
the  case,  and  the  usual  procedure  in 
that  Court  was  therefore  followed,  that 
is  to  say,  the  case  was  dismissed  without 
prejudice  to  the  complaint  being  re- 
newed if  thought  desirable. 

Hertfordshire  Schools. 
Mr.  CLOUGH  (Yorkshire,  W.R.,  Skip- 
ton)  :  To  ask  the  President  of  the  Board 
of  Education  what  is  the  total  number 
of  school-places  in  the  Hertfordshire 
provided  and  non-provided  elementary 
schools ;  and  what  was  the  average 
attendance  in  these  schools  for  the  yean 
1904-5,  1905-6,  and  1906-7. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  McKenna.)  The 
following  table  gives  the  accomodation 
and  average  attendance  in  coimcil  and 
voluntary  schools  in  the  area  of  the 
Hertfordshire  County  Coimcil  for  the 
years  1904-5,  1905-6,  and  1906-7  :— 


Council  ScIiooIr. 

Voluntary  Schools. 

Total. 

Year. 

Aocomiuo- 
dation. 

Average 
attendance. 

Accommo- 
dation. 

Average 
attendance. 

Accommo- 
dation. 

ATerage 
attendance. 

1904-5    . 
1905-6    . 
1906-7    . 

7,605 

7,887 
7,987 

4,740 
5,891 
5,873 

37,878 
37,831 
38,100 

27,354 
26,959 
27,120 

45,483 
45,718 
46,087 

32,094 
32,850 
32,993 

Blacker-Douglas  Estate. 
Mr.  flavin  (Kerry,  N.)  :  To  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland  whether  the  untenanted 
land  on  the  Blacker-Douglas  estate  at 
Tulahinal,  about  400  acres,  has  been 
offered  for  sale  by  the  landlord  to  the 
Estates  Commissioners  for  the  purpose 
of  enlarging  imeconomic  holdings  and 
giving  plots  of  land  to  labourers  ;  whether 
the  land  has  been  inspected ;  and,  if  so, 
when    and    how    soon    do    the    Estates 


Commissioners    expect    to    acquire  pos- 
session of  the  same. 

(Answered  hy  Mr.  Birred.)  The  un- 
tenanted land  in  question  is  being  sold 
by  the  owner  at  prices  which  have  been 
approved  by  the  Estates  Commissioneis, 
who  are  at  present  preparing  a  scheme 
for  the  distribution  of  the  land.  The 
Commissioners  are  selecting  the  persona 
who  are  to  receive  shares  of  the  land, 
but  they  are  not  yet  in  a  position  to 
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say  wheD   the  selected  persons  can  be 
put  into  possession. 

North  Kerry  Evicted  Farms. 
Mr..  FLAVIN:  To  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whether  T.  W.  Sands  accepted 
on  8th  May,  1907,  the  offer  of  the  Estates 
Commissioners  for  the  purchase  of  two 
evicted  farms  at  Knockanure,  North 
Kerry,  from  which  C.  O'Connor  and 
Terence  M'Mahon  were  evicted  ;  whether 
the  evicted  tenants  have  since  been 
reinstated ;  and,  if  not,  will  he  say 
why  this  has  not  been  done. 

{Answered  hy  Mr,  BirrelL)  The  vendor 
did  not  finally  accept  the  Estates 
Commissioners'  proposal  to  purchase 
until  28th  September  last.  The  evicted 
tenants  referred  to  have  been  put  in 
possession  of  the  farms,  and  the  Com- 
missioners are  now  awaiting  the  receipt 
of  undertakings  to  purchase  signed 
by  these  men,  whereupon  the  Com- 
missioners will  complete  the  purchase 
as  from  28th  September. 

Oliver  Estate,  Listowel. 
Mr.  FLAVIN:  To  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whether  he  is  aware  that  Thomas 
Hannan,  of  Bealkilla,  Listowel,  a  tenant 
on  the  Oliver  property,  has  been  pro- 
cessed and  decreed  and  also  served 
with  a  writ  for  the  current  gale's  rent 
because  he  would  not  sign  a  purchase 
agreement  at,  in  his  opinion,  an  ex- 
orbitant price ;  whether  he  is  a^vare 
that  Mr.  Hannan,  being  a  future  tenant, 
is  debarred  from  having  a  fair  rent 
fixed  by  the  Court,  and  has  asked  the 
agent,  Mr.  Vandeleur,  of  Mallow,  to 
allow  him  to  have  a  fair  rent  fixed, 
which  request  has  been  refused ;  and 
will  he  say  what  steps  the  Government 
will  take  to  prevent  Hannan,  and  tenants 
in  a  similar  position  who  are  future 
tenants,  from  being  harassed  by  the 
land  agent. 

{Answered  hy  Mr.  BirrelL)  I  have 
referred  this  Question  to  the  Estates 
Commissioners,  who  inform  me  that  no 
proceedings  for  the  sale  of  the  estate 
referred  to  have  been  instituted  before 
them,  and  that  they  have  no  knowledge 
of  the  facts  alleged  in  the  Question.     It 


is,  of  course,  the  fact  that  future  tenants 
are  debarred  from  entering  the  Land 
Commission  Courts  to  get  a  fair  rent 
fixed.  I  have  already  stated  that  the 
question  of  admitting  future  tenants  to 
the  benefits  of  the  rent-fixing  clauses 
of  the  Irish  Land  Acts  will  be  fully  con- 
sidered in  connection  with  the  legisla- 
tion which  it  is  intended  to  introduce 
for  the  purpose  of  amending  those  Acts. 
I  cannot  go  jurther  than  this  at  present. 

SS.  '* Egsrptian "  -Crew's  Complaint. 

Mr.  HAVELOCK  WILSON  (Middles- 
brough) :  To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  Foreign  Affairs  whether  his  attention 
has  been  called  to  the  complaint  of  the 
crew  of  the  steamer  "  Egyptian,"  who 
allege  that  whilst  the  vessel  was  at  the 
port  of  Alexandria  they  were  refused 
permission  to  go  outside  of  the  docks 
without  a  pass  from  the  master  of  the 
vessel  in  their  own  time  ;  and  whether  he 
can  say  what  regulations  there  are  in 
existence  at  Alexandria  which  makes  it 
obligatory  on  the  part  of  seamen  to  have 
a  pass  or  order  before  they  can  have 
permission  to  go  outside  of  the  dock  gates 
in  their  own  time. 

{Answered  hy  Secretary  Sir  Edward 
Grey.)  I  have  received  a  Report  on  the 
subject,  the  substance  of  which  I  shall 
be  happy  to  communicate  to  the  hon 
Member. 

Chowkidari  Tax  in  Bengal. 
Mr.  WEIR  (Ross  and  Cromarty) :  To 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  India 
whether  the  Government  of  India  have 
yet  approved  of  the  proposals  made  by 
the  Bengal  Government  to  relieve  the 
Bengal  agriculturists  of  the  inequalities 
of  taxation  to  which  they  are  at  present 
subjected  under  the  Chowkidari  Tax. 

{Answered  hy  Mr.  Secretary  Morley.) 
The  Government  of  India  have  informed 
me  that  the  proposals  of  the  Bengal 
Government  deal  not  only  with  the  sub- 
ject of  removing  inequalities  of  assess- 
ment, but  also  with  the  improvement  of 
the  village  system  and  village  police,  and 
involve  large  and  extremely  difficult 
questions  that  have  to  be  dealt  with  as  a 
whole,  and  are  still  mider  their  con- 
sideration. _   ,j4 
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Eastern  Bengal  Estate  Schools. 
Mb.  weir  :  To  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  India  whether  he  has  now 
received  Captain  Kenned/s  Report  on 
estate  schoob  in  Eastern  Bengal  and 
Assam ;  and,  if  so,  will  he  consider  the 
expediency  of  laying  it  upon  the  Table  of 
the  House. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Morley,) 
I  have  received  the  Report.  I  think  it 
will  be  sufficient  to  place  a  copy  in  the 
Library,  and  I  will  see  that  this  is  done. 

Trade  Statistics. 
Mr.  DUNDAS  white  (Dumbarton- 
shire) :     To    ask   the   President   of   the 
Board  of  Trade  if  he  can  state  what  were 


the  imports  for  Home  consumption  and 
the  exports  of  domestic  produce  and 
manufactures,  together  with  the  total  of 
these,  for  the  United  Kingdom,  the 
United  States,  France,  and  (Jermany, 
respectively,  for  the  year  1907  ;  what  was 
the  estimated  population  of  each  of  these 
countries,  respectively,  for  that  year, 
and  what  were  the  imports  for  Home 
consumption  and  the  exports  of  domestic 
produce  and  manufactures,  together  with 
the  total  of  these,  per  head  of  population 
in  each  of  these  countries,  respectively, 
for  that  year. 

{Answered  by  Mr,  Lloyd-George,)  The 
following  statement  gives  the  particulars 
asked  for  by  my  hon.  friend — 


United 
Kingdom. 

United  SUCes. 

France. 

Germany. 

Foreign  trade : 

Imports    for  Home 
consumption 

Exports  of  domestic 
produce 

£ 
553,932,000 

426,205,000 

£ 
296,519,000 

394,859,000 

£ 
241,906,000 

221,681,000 

£ 
422,706,000 

337,722,000 

Total  of  above     - 

980,137,000 

691,378,000 

463,587,000 

760,428,000 

Estimated  population  in 
the  middle  of  the  year 

Number. 
44,100,000 

Namber. 
85,817,000 

Number. 
39,275,000 

Nomber. 
62,156,000 

Foreign  trade  per  head  of 
the  population : 

Imports    for  Home 
consumption 

Exports  of  domestic 
produce 

£     8.    d. 
12  11     3 

9  13     3 

£    s.     d. 

3  9     1 

4  12     0 

£     s.    d. 
6     3     2 

5  12  11 

£     8.     d. 

6  16     0 
5     8     8 

Total  of  above     - 

22     4     6 

8     1     1 

11  16     1 

12     4     8 

Notes. — (1)  The  imports  for  Home 
consumption  are  calculated,  in  the  case 
of  the  United  Kingdom  and  United 
States,  by  deducting  the  value  of  the  re- 
exports   from    the    gross    value    of    the 


imports  in  1907.  (2)  The  values  of  im- 
ports and  exports  stated  in  the  German 
and  French  official  accounts  are  for  the 
most  part  computed  on  the  basis  of  the 
ascertained  average  prices  of  1906. 
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Railway  Tickets. 
Mr.  C.  E.  price  (Edinburgh, 
Central) :  To  ask  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  whether  he  will  issue 
instructions  to  the  various  railway  come 
panies  in  the  United  Kingdom  to  print 
the  amount  of  the  fare  on  each  ticket 
issued,  whether  for  single  or  the  return 
journey. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Lloyd-George,)  It 
b  already  provided  by  an  Order  issued  by 
the  Board  of  Trade  upon  the  various 
railway  companies,  pursuant  to  Section  6 
of  the  Regulation  of  Railways  Act,  1889, 
that,  subject  to  certain  exceptions,  every 
passenger  ticket  shall  bear  upon  its  face, 
printed  or  written  in  legible  characters, 
the  fare  chargeable  for  the  journey  for 
which  such  ticket  is  issued.  The  ex- 
ceptions are  :  (1)  Excursion  and  tourist 
tickets  where  the  fare  is  advertised;  (2) 
tickets  issued  in  accordance  with  public 
service  warrants ;  (3)  tickets  issued  by 
K>ecial  arrangement  at  rates  less  than 
tlie  ordinary  fare  for  pleasure  parties, 
etc. ;  (4)  tickets  at  rates  not  exceeding 
tiie  ordinary  fares  which,  in  addition, 
include  a  charge  for  admission  to  a  show, 
etc. ;  and  (5)  packets  of  tickets  sold  at 
reduced  fares  in  consideration  of  a  mini- 
mum number  being  purchased. 

Bible  Board's  Clerk. 
Mb.  RIDSDALE  (Brighton) :  To  ask 
the  Secretary  for  Scotland  what  the 
duties  are  of  the  clerk  to  the  Bible 
Board  and  the  printer's  reader  to  the 
same  body ;  and  what  the  provisional 
arrangement  is  under  which  the  emolu- 
ments attaching  to  these  offices  are 
drawn. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Sinclair,)  The  clerk 
to  the  Bible  Board  acts  as  law  agent 
and  also  discharges  all  the  executive 
duties  required  by  the  Board.  The 
reader  reads  and  revises  proofs  of  edition? 
of  the  Bible  published  in  Scotland. 
The  expenses  are  provided  with  the 
sanction  of  the  Treasury. 

Boyal  Household  of  Scotland. 

Sib  JOHN  TDK E  (Edinburgh  and  St. 

Andrews    Universities)  :       To    ask    the 

Secretary  for  Scotland  if  he  proposes  to 

fill  up  the  office  of  Limner  in  the  Royal 


Household  of  Scotland,  which  has  been 
vacant  since  the  death  of  Sir  Noel 
Paton  seven  years  ago  ;  and  if  he  pro- 
poses to  fill  up  the  office  of  Historic 
grapher  in  the  same  Royal  Household, 
vacant  since  the  death  of  Professor 
Hasson. 

(  Answered  by  Mr.  Sinclair.)  1  have 
nothing  to  add  to  the  reply  given  to  the 
hon.  Member  for  Ross  and  ttromarty  on 
1 6th  March. 

Custom  House  Stamp  Office,  Dublin. 
Mb.  J.  P.  NANNETTI  (Dublin,  College 
Green) :  To  ask  the  Postmaster- General 
whether  he  is  aware  of  the  inconvenience 
caused  to  the  commercial  commimity  of 
Dublin  by  the  closing  of  the  Stamp 
Office,  Custom  House,  at  the  early  hour 
of  3.45  ;  and  if  he  will  take  steps  to  have 
the  office  open  for  the  sale  of  stamps 
bo  a  later  hour  each  day- 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Runciman,)  The 
Stamp  Office,  Custom  House,  Dublin, 
is  open  daily  for  the  sale  of  stamps 
and  receipt  of  duties  imtil  4  o'clock, 
except  on  Saturday,  when  the  closing 
hour  is  1.30  o'clock.  I  may  add  that 
stamps  are  also  on  sale  in  the  principal 
post  offices  in  Dublin,  and  care  is  taken 
that  the  stock  is  sufficient  for  the  public 
requirements. 

Marble  Arch  Improvement. 
Mb.  HORNIMAN  (Chelsea) :  To  ask 
the  First  Commissioner  of  Works  whether, 
in  view  of  the  rapid  progress  now  being 
made  with  the  Marble  Arch  improve- 
ment, he  can  give  an  approximate  date 
when  the  paving  will  be  completed, 
and  when  the  whole  will  be  finished; 
whether  the  old  iron  railings  and  gate- 
ways are  to  be  re-erected ;  what  electric 
standards  are  to  be  used ;  and  whether 
he  will  arrange  for  the  drawings  of  the 
said  new  ironwork  to  be  exhibited  in  the 
tea-room. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Harcourt.)  The  road- 
making  will,  I  hope,  be  finished  by  1st 
May.  The  re-erection  of  the  lodge  and 
lavatory    will    take    somewhat    longer. 

i  The  old  iron  railings  will  be  used  again  as 
far  as  possible.  The  electric  standards 
will    match    those    in    the    immediate 

'  neighbourhood.     The  gates  will  be  new 
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and  the  drawing  of  them  shall  be  placed    ally  the  nature  and  scope  of  the  Amend- 
in  the  tea-room.  '  ments  he  now  considers  necessary  to  the 

Bill  he  recently  introduced  for  regulating 


Grantham  Education  Disputes. 

Mr.    YOXALL    (Nottingham,    W.) : 

To  ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of 

Education  what  is  the  present  position 

of   the    difficulty   which   has   arisen    at 


the  hours  of  work  in  mines. 

(Answered  by  Mr,  Secretary  Gladstone,) 
I  am  not  yet  in  a  position  to  make  any 
statement  although,  as  I  have  once  or 
Grantham  between  the  Grantham  Town  !  twice  indicated,  I  think  some  Amend- 
Coimcil,  who  wish  the  continued  re-  ment  will  be  necessary, 
cognition  of  the  secondary  school  attached 
to  the  Grantham  Technical  Institute, 
and  the  Kesteven  local  education  au- 
thority and  the  Board  of  Education,  who 
apparently  wish  to  discontinue  it. 


(Answered  by  Mr,  McKenna.)  There  is 
not,  and  there  never  has  been,  a  secondary 


Irish  Police. 
Mr.  THOMAS  O'DONNELL  (Kerry, 
W.) :  To  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland  what  is  the 
total  number  of  officers  in  the  police 
service  in  Ireland  ;  the  total  salary  ;  total 
allowances  for  man-servant,  horse-lodging, 


school  recognised  by  the  Board  under  ;  stationery,   office,  fuel  and  light,   total 


allowances  for  travelling  and  subsistence, 
etc.,  during  the  year  ended  December, 
1907  ;  and  whether  he  will  stat«  details 
of  the  salary,  allowances,  travelling  and 
subsistence  expenses  of  the  county  and 
district  inspectors  of  the  counties  of 
Kerry  and  Carlow,  with  the  number  of 
barracks  and  men  in  each  county. 

{Answered  by  Mr,  BirreU,)  The  total 
number  of  county  and  district  inspectors 
for  whom  pay  and  allowances  are  pro- 
vided in  the  Royal  Irish  Constabulary 
Estimate  for  the  year  ending  3Ist  instant 
is  240,  viz.,  37  county  inspectors  and  203 
district  inspectors.     The  annual  pay  of 
in  the  institute  until  those  buildings  were    these    officers     amounts     to     £58,912  ; 
ready.     But  they  were  not  prepared  to  !  servants'    allowance,    £10,800  ;      forage 
recognise  a  second  school  for  boys  in  '  allowance,  £11,850;    lodging,  fuel,   and 
Grantham,    since    they    were    satisfied    light,    £8,397 ;     stationery,  £939 ;     and 
that  the  grammar  school  was  sufficient  '  office,  £707  ;    giving  a  total  for  pay  and 
to  meet  the  needs  of  the  locality.     The  •  allowances  of  £91,605.     The  accounts  of 
Kesteven  County  Council  and  the  Gran-  ,  the  Constabulary  Vote  do  not  show  the 
tham  Town  Council  were  not  prepared    subsistence  and  travelling  of  the  officers 
to*^  accept  the  conditions  laid  down  by  I  apart  from  those  of  the  men.     The  total 
the    Board,    and    the    application    for    annual    pay    and    allowances    at    31st 

December  last  of  the  county  inspector 
and  the  eight  district  inspectors  in 
County  Kerry  was  :     For  pay,  £2,227 ; 


the  regulations  for  secondary  schools  in 
connection  with  the  Grantham  Technical 
Institute.  Day  classes  in  science  and 
art  were  recognised  at  the  institute  up  to 
31st  July,  1905,  under  regulations  which 
have  now  been  superseded.  The  condi- 
tions under  which  these  classes  were 
conducted  were  not,  either  as  regards 
premises,  staff,  or  general  organisation, 
such  as  would  justify  the  Board  in 
recognising  a  secondary  school.  There  is 
need  for  a  secondary  school  for  girls 
in  Grantham,  and  the  Board  offered, 
if  such  a  school  weie  provided  in  new 
premises,  to  consider  the  possibility  of 
giving  temporary  recognition  to  a  school 


recognition  of  a  school  in  the  institute 
was  withdrawn  on  2nd  May,  1907.  In 
August  of  the  same  year  I  had  an  inter-  |  ,  . 

view  with  representatives  of  the  county    lodging,  £355  ;     servants,  £405  ;     office, 
.1        :i  .1^     .  -1    !-_.  "^    j  £18  5s. ;     stationery,  £34 ;     and  forage, 

£450.     In  Coimty  Carlow,  for  the  county 

I  inspector  and  the  two  district  inspectors, 

the  amounts  were  :     For  pay,  £1,056 ; 

lodging,  £1.30 ;    servants,  £135 ;    office. 

Hours  of  Work  in  Mines.  £18  5s. ;    stationery,  £16  ;    and  forage, 

Mr.  D.'A.  THOMAS  (Merthyr  Tydvil)  :  :  £150.     The  number  of  barracks  in  County 

To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  ,  Carlow  is  15  and  in  County  Kerry  60. 

Home' Department  if  he  can  state  gener-    The  number  of  sergeants  and  constables 


council  and  the  town  council,  but  the 
representations  made  did  not  satisfy 
me  that  I  should  be  justified  in  altering 
the  decision  previously  arrived  at. 
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^lerving  in  County  Carlow  on  29th  Febru- 
^gxy^  was  75,  and  in  County  Kerry /325. 

Oarrocuill  Estate,  County  Boscommon. 
Hr.  JAMES  O'KELLY  (Roscommon, 

'IX.) :  To  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
^^ord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  the 
jistate  of  Carrocuill,  situated  in  the 
^"jpsriflh  of  Kiimore,  County  Roscommon, 

tike  property  of  Thomas  Whelan,  Saville, 
.  Dalkey,  County  Dublin,  has  been  offered 
Jjtox  sale  to  the  Estates  Commissioners ; 
**  lUid,  if  so,  with  what  result. 
- » 

^  {Answered  by  Mr,  BirreU,)  The  Es- 
i  Commissioners  have  had  this  estate 
oted,  and  have  made  a  provisional 
ler  for  it  which  the  owner  has  inti- 
Ated  his  willingness  to  accept.  The 
imissioners  are  now  awaiting  the 
^institution  by  the  owner  of  formal  pro- 
•^ioeedings  f>r  the  sale. 


Sab-Division  of  Irish  Holdings. 
Mr.  HAYDEN  (Roscommon,  S.) :  To 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  how  many  appli- 
cations to  the  Land  Commission  by 
tenant  farmers  who  have  purchased 
tiieir  holdings  for  liberty  to  sub-divide 
the  same  for  the  purpose  of  sale  or  mort- 

£ge  are  now  pending ;  between  what 
tes  have  the  same  been  received ; 
what  period  of  incubation  has  to  elapse 
before  the  Land  Commission  consider  the 
same ;  who  is  responsible  for  the  delay 
in  the  department  to  which  such  appli- 
cations are  referred ;  and  whether, 
seeing  that  it  is  a  common  practice  to 
consolidate  several  separate  holdings  in 
the  one  vesting  order  with  the  result  that 
in  any  subsequent  dealings  with  any  one 
of  such  holdings  the  consent  of  the  Land 
Commission  has  to  be  obtained,  steps 
will  be  taken  to  have  these  sub-divisions 
expedited,  and  thus  save  farmers  from 
the  loss  caused  by  the  delay  in  obtaining 
the  consent  of  the  Land  Commission. 


(Answered  by  Mr,  BirreU.)  The  Land 
Commission  inform  me  that  about  sixty 
cases  are  pending  before  them  in  which 
applications  have  been  made  for  liberty 
to  sub-divide  holdings  which  are  subject 
to  Ian  I  purchase  annuities.  Nearly  all 
of  these  applicat'ons  were  received  since 
Ist  January  last.  The  cases  are  in 
different  stages  of  inquiry,  and  are  dealt 
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with  as  rapidly  as  possible  in  order  of 
priority.  Delay  is  often  caused  by  the 
manner  in  which  the  applications  are 
presented,  resulting  in  considerable  cor- 
respondence and  difficulty,  and  by  the 
fact  that  in  many  cases  local  inspection 
is  necessary. 

Irish  Cooperative  Trading  Associations. 
Sir  GEORGE  SCOTT  ROBERTSON 
(Bradford,  Central) :  To  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land, does  the  Government,  through  the 
Department  of  Agriculture  and  Technical 
Instruction,  subsidise  any  co-operation 
trading  associations  to  the  detriment  of 
the  individual  enterprise  of  town  traders 
in  Ireland. 

(Answered  by  Mr,  BirreU,)  The  an- 
swer is  in  the  negative. 

Enfield  Small  Arms  Factory— West's  Case 
Mr.  VERNE Y  (Buckinghamshire,  N.)  i 
To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
whether,  in  the  case  of  West,  lately  em- 
ployed at  the  Small  Arms  Factory, 
Enfield  Lock,  he  was  sent  by  the  shops 
manager  to  the  surgery  to  be  medically 
examined ;  whether  the  medical  ex- 
amination revealed  the  fact  that,  owing 
to  the  injuries  West  had  received  in  the 
service,  he  was  rendered  unable  to  do 
useful  work  ;  and  whether  he  will  call  for 
a  copy  of  such  medical  report,  and,  in 
the  light  of  it,  take  the  case  into  his* 
favourable  consideration,  with  a  view  to 
getting  some  allowance  made. 

(Answered  by  Mr,  Secretary  Haldane,) 
This  case  is  now  under  the  consideration 
of  the  Treasury.  Will  ray  hon.  friend 
kindly  refer  to  the  previous  replies  given 
by  my  hon.  friend  the  Financial  Secre- 
tary to  the  Treasury  to  Questions  put  on 
this  case  on  the  10th  and  16th  instant 
by  the  hon.  Members  for  the  Epping 
Division  of  Essex  and  Kilkenny,  re- 
spectively. 

Royal  Field  Artillery. 

Mr.  YOUNGER  (Ayr  Burghs):  To 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
whether  a  limited  number  of  commis- 
sions in  the  Royal  Field  Artillery  will  be 
offered  for  competition  amongst  sub- 
alterns who  serve  a  probationary  period 
in    the    Special    Reserve,    Royal^Field 
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Petty  Officers  Training  for  MechawisiM 
Bating:. 

Mr.  CURRAN  :  Go  behalf  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  the  Blackfriars  Dirisinn  of 
Glasgour  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to 
the  Admiralty  what  is  the  annual  cost  of 
the  pay  and  victnalKng  of  the  stoker 
petty  officers  undergoing  a  two  yean 
course  of  training  for  mechanician  rating. 

Mr.  EDMUND  ROBERTSOX: 
£14,000.  approximately. 

Mr.  CURRAN  :  On  behalf  of  the  hoD. 
Member  for  the  Blackfriars  Division  of 
Glasgow,  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to 
the  Admiralty  what  is  the  cost  of  officers, 
petty  officers,  and  pensioned  instructors ; 
the  Wiir  Office  or  by  the  War  Office  may  and  what  is  the  total  value  of  the  repairs 
lie  sj'iit  without  being  prepaid.  This  is  executed  by  the  stoker  petty  oflScer 
the  only  kind  of  franking  accorded  to  the  qualifying  for  mechanicians. 
Army,  and  I  am  afraid  it  would  be  ascless 
for  me  even  to  try  and  obtain  this  privi- 
lege for  County  Associations. 

'  in  a  reply  to  the  hon.  Member  for  Barrow- 
in-Furness  on  the  17  th  March.  The 
answer  to  the  second  part  of  the  Question 


Artillery,  on  conditions  approximating 
to  those  previously  in  force  for  officers  of 
Garrison  Artillery  Militia. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Secreiarj/  Haldane.) 
The  reply  is  in  the  affirniative. 

Franking  Official  Letters. 
Mr.  TILLETT  (Norwich) :  To  ask 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  War  whether 
he  will  endeavour  to  obtain  for  the 
secretaries  of  the  County  Associations 
the  jjrivilege  of  franking  all  letters  sent 
by  th«m  on  official  biL^ines:*  connected 
with  their  Association. 

(Answered  hy  Mr,  Secretary  Haldane,) 
Letti^rs  on  official  business  addressed  to 


Mk.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON :  The 
first  part  of  the  Question  was  answered 


(Jf'E.STIONS  IN  THE  HOUSE. 

Naval  Artificer  Engineers. 
Mk.  CURUAN  (.JaiTow):  On  behalf 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  the  Blackfriars 
Division  of  (Jlivsgow,  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  how  many 
arii fleer  engineers  arc  now  carried  on  the 
en;;ineeriug  complements  of  cruisers  and 
scouts. 

TiiK  SKGKKTAKY  td  tiik  ADMrU- 
ALTY  (Mr.  Kdmund  Kobkktson, 
Dundia^) :  Three  artificer  engineers  are 
carried  in  the  complement  of  all  large 
modern  cniisers,  two  in  the  older  large 
cruisiMs,  and  one  in  other  cruisers  and 
scouts. 

Cadets  and  the  Douglas  Scheme. 
Mk.  CrKKAN  :  On  behalf  of  the  lion. 
Member  for  the  lUaokfriars  Division  of 
(llasgi»v,  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to 
the  .\dniiralty  what  percentage  t)f  the 
whole  nmn]>»M'  of  cadets  passing  out  have 
selected  engineering  under  the  Douglas 
scheme. 

Mk.  kdmund  KOIJKKTSON  :  None 
of  the  new  s<*homo  cadets  will  reach  the 
ag«»  of  s|H\-ialisation  for  ^?omo  years  to 
come. 


is  alK)ut  £4,000  a  year. 

Wages  on  Admiralty  Ckmtraets. 
Mr.  HUDSON  (Newcastle-on-Tyne) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Admir- 
alty if  he  can  now  say  whether  inquiries 
have  been  made  respecting  the  wages 
paid  by  Messrs.  Armstrong,  Whitworth, 
and  Company  to  employees  on  H.M.S. 
'  "  Lord  Nelson  "  at  Jarrow  and  H.M.S. 
''Invincible"  at  the  Elswick  Works, 
Newcastle ;  and  why  the  standard  rat) 
was  departed  from  in  the  latter  case. 

Mk.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON:  Tho 
Admiralty  are  still  in  correspondence 
with  the  firm,  and  I  will  communicate 
with  tho  hon.  Gentleman  as  soon  as  a 

I  definite  residt  is  reached. 


Defective  Oordite. 

Mu.  BELLA! RS  (Lynn  Regis):  Ibcj 
to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Admiraltv  _ 
ho  will  state  tho  quantity  of  cordite  w&ich 
has  been  destroyed  since  1st  Januar}' 
1907,  either  becauso  of  deterioration  or 
because  of  the  presence  of  mercuric 
chloride;  and  whether  £170  per  ton 
would  Ih)  a  rough  average  value  of  this 
cordite,  having  regard  to  the  greater  cost 
i  of  the  larger  sizes. 
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Mr.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON:  The 
Admiralty  consider  that  it  would  not  be 
in  the  interests  of  the  public  service  to 
make  any  statement  on  this  subject. 

Mr.  BELLAIRS  :  Is  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  aware  this  information  must 
be  given  to  Parliament  within  eight  or 
nine  months  in  the  Auditor-QeneraFs 
Report] 

Mr.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON:  No, 
Sir,  I  am  not. 

Mr.  ARTHUR  LEE  (Hampshire, 
Fareham) :  Is  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
aware  that  as  the  value  of  this  cordite 
was  announced  in  an  Answer  to  a  Ques- 
tion the  other  day,  it  is  quite  possible  for 
one  knowing  the  price  per  ton  to  estimate 
the  quantity. 

Mr.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON  :  I  do 
not  remember  that  answer. 

Mr.  ARTHUR  LEE  :  It  was  £8,000. 

Mr.  ASHLEY  (Lancashire,  N.E., 
Blackpool) :  Have  steps  been  taken  to 
replace  this  cordite  immediately  ? 

[No  Answer  was  returned.] 

Rosyth  Water  Supply. 
Mr.  BELLAIRS  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  whether  the 
Admiralty  have  yet  paid  their  contribu- 
tion to  the  scheme  for  supplying  Rosyth 
with  fresh  water;  and,  if  not,  whether 
he  can  state  when  it  is  due  and  what  it 
the  total  liability. 

Mr.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON:  The 
new  water  scheme  is  not  yet  complete  and 
no  payment  is  due.  The  liability  will 
be,  approximately,  £3,000  a  year  for 
forty  years  from  the  date  when  the 
supply  begins. 

Chelsea  Barracks  School  of  Instniction. 
Mr.  COURTHOPE  (Sussex,  Rye) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  whether  income-tax  is  deducted 
from  the  pay  and  allowances  paid  to 
officers  of  the  auxiliary  forces  attending 
the  school  of  instruction  at  Chelsea  Bar- 
racks or  other  places  *  and  what  steps 
should  be  taken  to  secure  the  repayment 
of  such   deductions   in  cases  where  the 


officer  concerned  is  wholly  or  partly 
exempt  from  the  payment  of  income- 
tax. 

The  secretary  op  STATE  for 
WAR  (Mr.  Haldane,  Haddington): 
Income-tax  is  deducted  in  such  cases 
from  the  pay  and  lodging  allowances, 
unless  the  officers  concerned  claim  exemp* 
tion.  Accountants  supply  them  with  a 
form  of  claim  for  the  purpose.  If  they 
are  not  wholly  exempt,  the  tax  deducted 
is  recoverable  through  the  local  surveyor 
of  taxes,  who  deals  with  their  income 
from  other  sources. 

Madras  High  Court  Judge  3hip. 
Dr.  RUTHERFORD  (Middlesex, 
Brentford) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  India  whether,  in  view  of 
the  approaching  retirement  from  the 
Madras  High  Court  of  Mr.  Justica  Bod- 
dam,  a  barrister  judge  of  that  Court,  he 
will  consider  the  advisability  of  appoint- 
ing an  Indian  barrister  in  his  place  and 
thereby  restoring  to  that  Court  a  second 
Indian  judge,  and  placing  it  in  that 
respect  on  the  same  looting  as  the  High 
Courts  at  Bombay  and  Allahabad. 

The  secretary  of  STATE  for 
INDIA  (Mr.  MoRLEY,  Montrose  Burghs): 
In  making  recommendations  for  filling 
the  vacancy  to  which  my  hon.  friena 
refers,  I  shall  consider  all  the  circum- 
stances of  the  case,  including  that  which 
he  mentions. 

Administration  of  Bengal. 
♦Sir  H.  cotton  (Nottingham,  E.) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
India  whether  it  has  been  decided  to 
separate  the  exercise  of  judicial  and 
executive  functions  in  selected  districts 
of  Bengal;  and,  if  so,  whether  he  can 
indicate  the  means  of  the  districts  and 
the  character  of  the  measures  it  is 
intended  to  take  for  this  purpose. 

Mr.    MORLEY:     A   scheme    of   the 

{  nature  described  in  the  Question  is  under 

the  consideration  of  the  Government  of 

India,   but   I  have   not  as  yet  received 

'  definite  proposals  from  them. 

i 

^  Msrmensingh  Disturbances 

i      ♦Sir  H.  COTTON  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
I  Secretary  of  State  for  India  whether  his 
attention  has  been  drawn  to  the  report 
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of  a  detailed  local  inquiry  conducted  by 
the  hon.  Bhupendro  Nath  Bose  and 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Mukherjea,  I.M.S. 
retired,  into  the  complaints  of  maltreat- 
ment made  by  certain  inhabitants  of 
Mymensingh;  and  whether,  looking  to 
the  evidence  showing  that  houses  and 
shops  were  broken  into  by  the  police, 
that  persons  were  assaulted  by  them, 
and  property  plundered,  he  will  cause  an 
ofl&cial  inquiry  to  be  made  into  the  facts 
of  the  case. 

Mr.  MORLEY  :  As  I  stated  in  reply 
to  a  Question  yesterday,  the  Local 
Government  on  hearing  ,of  the  dis- 
turbances at  once  ordered  an  official 
inquiry. 

Bengalese  Police  and  the  Swadeshi 

Movement. 
Sir  H.  cotton  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  India  whether  his 
attention  has  been  drawn  to  the  frequent 
appointment  of  punitive  police  in  the 
province  of  Eastern  Bengal;  whether 
these  punitive  police  are  appointed  to 
keep  the  peace  or  to  suppress  the  growing 
strength  of  the  Swadeshi  or  national 
movement ;  whether  the  villages  in  which 
these  police  are  stationed  are  the  strong- 
holds of  this  movement;  whether  the 
Mahomedan  inhabitants  of  the>e  villages 
have  been  exempted  generally  from  pay- 
ment of  a  tax  for  the  maintenance  of 
these  police  ;  whether  Hindus  who  are 
unsympathetic  with  the  Swadeshi  move- 
ment have  been  taxed  lightly  or  altogether 
exempted ;  and  whether  he  will  inquire 
into  the  matter  with  a  view  of  relieving 
what  is  represented  to  be  a  grievous 
burden  on  the  people  concerned. 

*Mr.  KEES  (Montgomery  Boroughs)  : 
Before  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  answers 
this  Question,  may  I  ask  whether  the 
argumentative  part  is  accepted  as  well  as 
the  interrogatory  ? 

Mr.  MORLEY  :  That  needs  a  more 
elaborate  examination  of  this  question 
than  I  have  yet  given  it.  My  hon.  friend 
is  no  doubt  aware  that  by  the  law  of 
India  (Police  Act,  1861,  section  15)  it  is 
necessary,  before  additional  police  can  be 
quartered  in  any  area  at  the  cost  of  the 
inhabitants,  that  the  local  government 
shall  declare,  by  proclamation  in  the 
Official  Gazette,  that  "  the  area  has  been 
found  to  be  in  a  disturbed  or  dangerous 


'  state,  or  that,  from  the  conduct  of  the 
inhabitants  of  such  area  or  of  any  class 
or  section  of  them,  it  is  expedient  to 
increase  the  number  of  police."  I  have 
no  reason  to  suppose  that  the  Local  Gov- 
ernment has  failed  in  its  duty,  where  it 
has  ordered  additional  police  to  be  quar- 

I  tered  on  any  locality  in  Eastern  Bengal ; 
or  that  it  has  apportioned  the  cost  upon 
any  class  or  section  of  the  inhabitants 
with  reference  to  political  movements 
and  opinion.  I  do  not  propose  to  make 
any  inquiry  into  the  matter. 

.♦Sir  H.  cotton  :  Is  the  right  hon. 
'  Gentleman  aware  that  in  the  Sherpore 
case,  which  was  referred  to  yesterday,  the 
only  Hindu  exempted  is  a  gentleman 
well  known  for  his  antagonism  to  the 
national  movement,  whereas  all  the 
Mahomedans  have  been  exempted  1  Will 
he  inquire  into  that  1 

Mr.  MORLEY :  Yes,  Sir.    I  will. 

AtjBfhan  Boundary. 
Sir  H.  cotton  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  India  whether  the 
boundary  of  the  map  of  Afghanistan^ 
which  has  been  placed  in  the  Library, 
is  to  be  accepted  as  indicating  that  the 
external  frontier  of  His  Majesty's  posses- 
sions in  India  is  conterminous  with  that 
boundary ;  if  so,  from  what  date  has  the 
boundary  of  that  external  frontier  been 
I  so  laid  down  ;  and,  seeing  that  the 
territory  oi  the  Zakka  Khel  lies  within 
that  frontier  and  is  a  portion  of  His 
Majesty's  possessions  in  India  within  the 
meaning  of  Section  55  of  the  Act  of 
1858  for  the  better  government  of  India, 
whether  this  fact  implies  that  the  Zakka 
Khel  territory,  as  well  as  all  the  other 
frontier  territory  up  to  the  Afghan 
boundary,  is  already  within  the  possession 
or  occupation  of  the  Indian  GoYemment 

Mr.  MORLEY :  The  boundary  with 
Afghanistan  shown  on  the  map  forms  the 
external  frontier  of  His  Majesty's  posses- 
sions in  India.  The  boundaiy  was  laid 
down  in  the  Agreement  with  the  Amir 
of  12th  November,  1893,  weU  known  as 
the  Durand  Agreement.  The  mmp  riiows 
how  far  the  boundary  has  beendemiedby 
demarcation.  All  territories  up  to  the 
boundary  form  part  of  His  Hajtstj's 
British  Posspssiansy  h  neither  Zmm 
Khel  territory,  nor  of  ofthor  tribes 
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on    the    North-west    frontier 
direct  British  administration. 


is    under 


Indian  Immigration  to  Natal. 
Mr.  HAROLD  COX  (Preston) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  India 
whether  his  attention  has  been  called  to 
the  Report  of  Mr.  Harry  Smith,  Princi- 
nal  Immigration  Restriction  Officer  of 
Katal,  for  the  year  1907,  proposing 
among  other  things  that  the  Immigration 
Department  should  have  power  to  nomi- 
nate the  European  language  which  is  to 
be  used  to  test  the  fitness  of  Indians 
wishing  to  enter  the  Colony  as  free  men ; 
and  whether  the  effect  of  giving  such 


attempt  made  in  the  first  page  of  that 
letter  to  involve  His  Excellency  in  the 
first  section  of  the  libels  therein  con- 
tained. Ministers  understand  that  His 
Excellency  took  steps  through  the  medium 
of  Reuter's  Agency  at  an  early  date  to 
disavow  the  association  of  'common 
ground'  claimed  by  Mr.  Jellicoe  with 
His  Excellency,  a  step  rendered  the  more 
necessary  because  the  writer  of  this  letter 
appears  to  have  secured  publication  of 
his  letter  before  the  original  could  even 
have  reached  your  hands.  With  reference 
to  the  remaining  portion  of  that  letter, 
comprising  nine  pages  of  typewritten 
f<K)lscap,    it  consists  in   the   main   of  a 


p3wer  to  the  Immigration  Department  series  of  statements  again  so  patently 
would  be  to  enable  that  Department  to  false  as  to  make  the  letter  too  con 
exclude  from  a  British  Colony  British- 1  temptible    for    notice    by  this  Govern 


Indians  who  are  perfectly  conversant  with 
the  English  language  but  who  failed  to 
pass  a  test  in  German,  Russian,  or 
Yiddish. 

Mr.  MORLEY  :  The  Report  has  not 
been  seen  either  by  myself  or  by  my 
noble  friend  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Colonies.  It  has  not  been  received 
at  either  office. 

Dinizoln—Natal  Government  Beply  to 
Mr.  Jellicoe. 

Mr.  LEHMANN  (Leicestershire,  Mar- 
ket Harborough) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under- 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies 
whether  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies  has  received  anv  communication 


ment,  notwith  tanding  that  the  writer 
held  the  position  of  an  English 
barrister  (as)  ]  at  the  time  he  indited  it 
and  was  retained  in  his  professional 
capacity  as  alleged  by  him  *with  the 
cioncurrence  of  the  Colonial  Office '  for 
the  defence  of  Dinizulu.  There  the 
comment  of  Ministers  might  end  but  for 
Mr.  Jellicoe's  allegation  that  he  is  send- 
ing a  copy  of  his  despatch  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  Colonies.  So  that 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies 
may  not  possibly  be  misled  by  statements 
which  in  this  Colony  require  no  refuta- 
tion, Ministers  would  be  glad  if  his 
Excellency  would  cable  this  Minute  to 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies. 
Now  that  Ministers  have  received  this 
from  the  Government  of  Natal  making  I  letter  officially  from  his  Excellency  and 
any  answer  to  the  allegations  made  in  '  also  learn  that  it  has  been  published  in 


Mr.  Jellicoe's  letter  of 
the  Governor  of  Natal 


7th  February  to  |  England,  Ministers  think  it  is  their  duty 
,  to  send  his  Excellency  the  foregoing 
I  comments  on  the  letter  and  to  ask  that 
this  Minute  should  be  given  publicity  at 
an  early  date."  I  should  add  that  the 
Secretary  of  State's  telegram  of  19th 
December,  published  at  page  180  of 
Cd.   3888,  explains  the  attitude  of  the 


The      under  -  SECRETARY     of  i 
STAl'E    FOR     THE     COLONIES    (Mr.  \ 
Chruchill,  Manchester,  N.W.) :  Yes,  Sir.  [ 
The  reply  is  contained  in  a  telegram  from 
the  Governor  as  follows : — "  10th  March. 

No.  1.    Ministers  have  re(iuested  that  the  |  Colonial  Office  in  regard  to  Mr.  Jellicoe's 
following  Minute  should  bo  telegraphed  to  '  visit  to  Natal. 
your   Lordship : — Ministers   received  on  ; 


L 


i 


7th  March  His  Excellency's    Minute   of 

6th    March,    forwarding    for    Ministers' 

information  a  letter  by  Mr    Jellicoe  to 

yott  dated  7th  February,  and  which  was 

received    by    His    Excellency    on    V2th 

Febraary,  1908.       Ministers  regret  that 

Bijrti  a  iuiujt  iHiKiMid  have  been  addressed  j  this  country 

to  Uis  I'lxcellencv  by  iC  gentleman  who 

had  become  an       iwr  of  the  Natal  Bar,  !      Mr  CHURCHILL 


mora   eii[^dailj     tj< 


Mr.  BELLOC  (SalforJ,  S.)  :  May  I 
ask  whether  the  Colonial  Office  possesses, 
without  having  to  create  it,  any  machinery 
by  which  the  lniperi.il  Government  could 
order  an  independent  iuiiuirv  into  these 
charges  ?  Thoy  are  widely  believed  in 
1,  for  one,  believe  them. 

No.     We  do  not 
of  the  sinister  |  possess  any  machinery,  except  that  we  can 
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weather.  I  cannot  promise  to  undertake 
legislation  on  the  subject,  but  I  shall  be 
happy  to  consider  any  suggestions  that 
may  be  laid  before  me  for  meeting  the 
difficulty. 

Farm  Colonies. 
Mr.  COURTHOPE  :  I  big  to  ask  the 
President  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  from  what  sources  the  funds  of 
the  Hollesley  Bay,  Laindon,  and  South 
Ockonden  settlements  are  derived. 

Mr.    jo.  N    BURNS:    Th3  cost  of 
maintaining  the  facm  colonies  at  Holies- 
ley  Bay   and   Ockenden  is   in  the  main 
defrayed  by   payments   to    the    Central 
(Unemployed)  Body  for  London  and  the"' 
West  Ham  Distress   Committee,  respec- 1 
tively,  from  the  Parliamentary  grant  in  , 
aid  of  expenditure  under  the  Unemployed 
Workmen  Act  1905.     The  cost  of  main- 
taining the  branch  workhouse  at  Laindon  ' 
is  defrayed  out  of  the  common  fund  of ! 
^-^the   Poplar  LTnion.       In  each   ease   the  , 
V&hw^  the  produce  of  the  farm  which  is 
sold   or   consumed   must  be   taken    into ' 
account.  I 

1 
Hertfordshire  Schools.  , 

Mr.  CLOUGH  (Yorkshire,  W.R.,  , 
Skipton)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of 
the  Board  of  Education  what  is  the 
total  number  of  school  places  in  the . 
Hertfordshire  provided  and  non-provided 
elementary  schools ;  and  what  was  the 
average  attendance  in  these  schools  for 
the  years  1904-5,  1905-6,  and  1906  7. 

The  president  of  the  BOARD 
OF  EDUCATION  (Mr.  McKenna, 
Monmouthshire,  N.) :  If  my  hon.  friend 
will  allow  me,  I  will  circulate  with  the 
Votes  a  table  giving  the  information  he 
requires. 

*Mr.  CARLILE  (Hertfordshire,  St. 
Albans) :  Is  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
aware  that  between  the  years  1902  and 
1905  the  non-provided  schools  referred 
to  in  the  Question  received  voluntary 
donations  from  Churchmen  in  Hertford- 
shire amounting  to  £25,000  I 

[No  Answer  was  returned.] 

Hertfordshire  Higher  Education  Bate. 
Mr.   CLOUGH:    I   beg   to    ask    the 
President  of    the   Board    of    Education 


what  proportion  of  the  twopenny  Hmit 
for  higher  education  is  levied  by  the 
Hertfordshire  local  education  authority. 

Mr.  McKENNA  :  The  financial  state- 
ment of  the  Hertfordshire  County 
Council  for  the  year  1906-7  has  not  yet 
been  received,  but  I  am  informed  tbtt 
during  the  current  year  the  loc«l 
authority  have  raised  or  are  raising 
£9,000  from  the  rates  in  respect  « 
education  other  than  elementary,  which 
would  be  equivalent  to  a  rate  of  about 
l^d.  in  the  £. 

Hertfordshire  Secondary  Schools  and 
Training  Golleges. 
Mr.  CLOUGH:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Edncation 
how  many  secondary  schools  and  training 
colleges  there  are  in  Hertfordshire ;  how 
many  of  them  impose  sectarian  tests 
upon  their  teachers  or  stndents;  and 
whether  the  sectarian  secondary  schools 
and  training  colleges  are  subsidised  out 
of  the  rate  that  is  levied  for  higher 
education. 

Mr.  McKENNA:  There  are  twelve 
secondary  schools  in  Hertfordshire 
receiving  grants  from  the  Board,  eleven 
of  which  are  aided  by  the  local  education 
authority.  In  none  of  them  are 
sectarian  tests  imposed  on  teachers  or 
students.  Seven  other  secondary 
schools,  not  on  the  Grant  List,  are  known 
to  the  Board,  but  I  have  no  complete 
information  as  to  whether  sectarian  tests 
are  imposed  or  rate-aid  is  given.  There 
is  one  training  college,  imposing 
sectarian  tests  on  teachers  and  students, 
which  is  not  aided  by  the  local 
authority. 

Kirkbnrton  School. 
Mr  lane-fox  (Yorkshire,  W.R., 
Barkston  Ash) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Board  of  Education  whether 
he  has  sanctioned  any  grant  from  the 
£100,000  allotted  for  the  provision  of 
provided  schools  in  single-school  areas  for 
a  new  school  at  Kirkburton  ;  and  whether 
he  is  aware  that  the  three  existing  schools 
at  Kirkburton  have  been  scheduled  as 
unsatisfactory  by  the  local  educaiion 
authority  for  some  time  previous  to  their 
application  for  assistance  from  this  grant. 

Mh.  McKENNA  :  No,  Sir.    No  grant 
has  yet  been  sanctioned.    I  understand 
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that  the  managers  of  the  three  existing 
schools  have  been  required  by  the  local 
education  authority  to  execute  certain 
improvements,  which  have  not  yet  been 
carried  out,  and  that  the  schools  have 
therefore  been  scheduled  by  the  authority 
as  unsatisfactory. 

♦Mr.  H.  J.  WILSON  (Yorkshire,  W.E., 
Holmfirth) :  Has  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man received  a  numerously  signed 
memorial  from  parents  asking  for  a 
provided  school  ? 


Mr    McKENNA: 
now  considering  it. 


Yes,    Sir.     I   am 


Mr.  LANE-FOX:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Education 
whether  the  trustees  of  the  existing 
Church  school  at  Kirkburton  have  offered 
to  build  a  school  free  of  cost  to  the  rate- 
payers, and  to  provide  therein  full 
facilities  for  Nonconformist  religious 
teaching ;  and  whether,  under  the  cir- 
cumstances, he  will  sanction  the  building 
of  a  new  council  school. 

Mr.  McKENNA  :  There  is  a  proposal 
before  the  Bcfard  on  behalf  of  the  trustees 
<rf  the  Kirkburton  Church  Schools  to 
provide  a  new  school  with  facilities  for 
religious  instruction  of  an  undenomi- 
national character.  As  1  stated  on  the 
18th  February,  the  questions  involved 
are  extremely  complicated  and  the  matter 
is  still  under  consideration.  I  am  not 
yet  in  a  position  to  say  whether  the 
provision  of  a  new  council  school  will  be 
sanctioned. 

School  Places  in  the  West  Biding- 
Mr.  CARLILE  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Education  if  he 
will  state  the  number  of  new  school  places 
already  sanctioned  by  the  West  Riding 
County  Council  in  enlargements  and  new 
schools  in  that  ricJing  ;  and  whether  there 
are  1,660  fewtT  children  on  the  registers 
than  on  the  appointed  day. 

Mr.  McKENNA  :  I  cannot  s.iy  how 
many  new  school  places  have  been 
sanctioned  by  the  West  Riding  County  I 
Council  since  the  appointed  day,  but  j 
18,552  school  places  have  actually  been  ' 
provided  in  council  schools.  I  have  no  I 
statistics  as  to  the  number  of  children  on  ! 
the  registers  on  the  appointed  day,  which  I 


was  the  1st  April,  1904,  but  the  average 
attendance  in  the  year  1906-7,  the  last 
year  for  which  figures  are  available,  was 
3,222  greater  than  in  the  year  1904-5. 

Mr.  CARLILE :  Will  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  answer  the  Question  as  to  the 
number  of  places  already  sanctioned  by 
the  West  Riding  authorities  *? 

Mr.  McKENNA:  I  said  18,552  had 
been  actually  provided. 

Mr.  CARLILE  :  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man misunderstands  the  Question.  I  want 
to  know  the  number  sanctioned  to  be 
provided. 


Mr.  McKENNA  : 
information. 


I   have  not  that 


Mr.  LANE-FOX:  In  view  of  the 
enormous  excess  of  school  places  over 
average  attendance  in  the  West  Riding, 
will  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  use  his 
influence  to  prevent  this  undue  burden 
being  thrown  on  the  ratepayers  ? 

Mr.  McKENNA  :  I  have  no  figures 
before  me  which  justify  me  in  agreeing 
that  there  is  an  enormous  excess  of  school 
places. 

Mr.  LANE-FOX :  Do  not  the  figures 
show  an  excess  of  80,000  ? 

Mr.  McKENNA  :  I  am  not  aware  of 
the  basis  on  which  they  were  reckoned. 

Barwick-inBImet  School. 
Mr.  CARLILE:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Education 
whether  he  is  aware  that  the  Church 
school  at  Barwick-in-Elmet  is  admittedly 
overcrowded,  that  the  children  from 
Scholes  attend  the  Barwick-in-Elmet 
school  and  have  to  be  conveyed  from 
there  by  cart,  and  that  the  West  Ridinff 
local  education  authority  have  appliea 
for  a  grant  from  his  £100,000  to  build  a 
provided  school  at  Barwick  ;  and  whether 
he  will  require  the  new  school  to  be  built 
at  Scholes. 

Mr.  McKENNA:  The  Barwick-in- 
Elmet  school  is  not  at  present  technically 
overcrowded.  On  the  10  square  feet 
basis  there  would  be  a  slight  deficiency 
in  the  accommodation  available  for  older 
children.     I  understand  that  the  children 
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from   SohoUs  are  convey  oil  to  Barwick.  ]  debate  on  the  Bill,  when  discussion  of 

Tho  loi\nl  authority   have  applied  for  a  the  reply  is  possible, 
gniiit    in  aid  of  the  pro  vision  of  a  new 

ooiinoil  school,  and   their  application  is  Sir  EDWARD  SASSOOX:   But  will 

now  before  the    Rxird.     The  most  con-  the  right  hon.-  Gentleman  consider  the 

venient  >ii nation  for  the  proposed  school  advisability  of  fixing  a  definite  proportioD 

is,  of  iH>urse,  one  of  the  elements  to  bo  which  will  prevent  the  penalising  of  coo- 

eonsidereii  tracted-out  schools  in  the  Metropolis! 


Mr.  CAKLTLE:  Will  the  right  hon. 
Gemlem^n  give  an  assurance  that  the 
sk*hoi>l  will  be  built  at  Scholes  ? 

Mr.  McKEXNA:  No,  Sir ; -that  would 
l»e  giving  a  decision  without  hearing  all 
the  parties  ooncernetl. 

An  HON.  MEMBER:  What  is  the 
dir^ervnoe  between  overcrowding  and 
texbrr>al  overcrowding  ! 

Mk.  McKENNA:  There  is  usually  an 
*Ilowaimv  of  a  certain  percentage  made 
Sfy^.^i  the  acf.ial  average  attendance 
A  ?ch',vl  ruigh:  have  places  enough  for 
:he  Ac:isal  avenige  a*. tendance,  bat  not 
enough  :o  cover  :he  additional  per\.'eniage. 
Thi:  would  be  technical  overcrowding. 

Sis  HENKV  CKAIK  ^GLisgow  and 
Aberle-.::  Univp^rsiries  :  D^vs  "not  this 
:echu:-:il  overcr.^wding  involve  the  over- 
cr:A-.:::g  ?:  oI;asso>:-!-:>  on  ^.e^^l:n  diy$ 
whe-  :hf  average  i::e:id.inoe  is  slightly 
ex:ee*i-\i.  Ji:x:  u-.^w  ::oc  :he  R.xirvl  oi 
Ei.:uc;i:i.:i  .V2.si>te!:t!v  se:  its  face  a^r^iins: 
:hi:  • 

Mh;  V;KENNA  Ves.  Sir;  and  the 
F«:vt  r*  i  w .  -  .'.o  g ■_  .i .: ; y  *,f e  t  h  i :  a  v  ? :  .i e. : ,  ?  *.:: 
::  :s  v^r/  u:7::.;lt  to  :a:'  o::  I'Xral  iutho- 
ri:  rs  :■;  s.:yy!;.  '.•*\v  r.::!..:i:ig>>  i:  great 
exye:  s«f   v.    :?•.::??    to   r.:ji5e  siie-jiA*    vo?- 

Con^nc^ed  Ch::  Sci>?l5  ia  Lonioa 

S   ■    rlinVAKl^   SASS>:.N     ziy±t 

1  :eg  :;  isk  thr?   Tr^es. .:-..:    .:  :ht    >  ^r-.: 

: :  :  ..i.  -•.•  ll  t . ;  u  '^v  -. ■. -j :  h <:: .    :.  j   v  • ". ".  :  x  ■" .  ■.:  r-j. ".  ■.  v 

j'jf  <:  i;;:    -.'z:     :.:■:>::::    ;:     x-.     ■■.r\..i;seo 


Mr.  McKENNA:  I  deprecate  anv 
question  being  addressed  to  me  now. 
I  will  endeavour  to  deal  with  these  pointi 
when  the  Bill  is  under  discussion. 

The  Zoologicftl  (lardens. 

Mr.  whitehead  (Essex,  S.E.): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Commisrioner  of 
Works    how    many    acres   of    Regent's 


Park  are  being  ape 


by  the  Zoo- 


logicil  Society  under  the  extension  now 
in  progress : '  whether  the  public  using 
the  Park  hare  obtained  any,  and  what, 
facilities  in  consideration  of  this  diminu- 
tion in  the  area  available  for  their  ose; 
whether  he  will  make  arrangements  to 
secure  that  the  public  mav  have  an  un- 
interrupted view  through  open  fence 
work,  and  unobstructed  by  walls,  shrubs, 
or  buildings,  into  that  part  of  the  Park 
which  is  now  being  transferred  to  the 
Z'>:»It:^cal  Society :  and  on  what  terms 
this  transfer  of  a  portion  of  the  puUk 
Park  is  being  made  to  a  private  society. 

Tire  FIRST  COMMISSIONER  oy 
WORKS  (Mr.  Harcourt,  Lancashire, 
Ro«sea<iile)  :  Three  acres  have  been 
apppjoriaced  to  the  Zoological  Society 
fr^.^m  ke-^nc's  Park  on  an  annoal  agree- 
ment tor  the  nominal  rent  of  £5  per 
a:;:i.ir.i.  I  made  it  a  special  conaideFation 
o:  this  extension  of  the  Gardens  that 
:her^  sh-xild  always  be  a  free  show  of 
jir.imaLs  towirds  chie  Park  on  a  portion  of 
:^e  new  sice  jcranted  to  the  Society,  and 
I  arj.  zl^i  that  [  kive  thus  been  able 
: '  af  :M  :o  the  poorer  children  of  the 
Pir'xs  a  ^asoicoos  a^iditioa  to  their  rue 
'LL;»a*:::«Sw 


'.'•    i     :    ^  V    -. 


v.\y\\  V. 


Mic: 


IM :.:-».'  .a:i 


.:h  .1. : 


M^.  CATHCART  WASOX  (Orkney 
L:'>i  ^iiecL&nd  • :  Will  she  ri^ht  hon.  Gende- 
^i:\  imsge  for  the  er«ecioD  of  a  double 
ri:..-\:  x:  fhis  piirc  of  che  boundary  1 

Vr.  UARCOCRT:  I  have  already 
: T  -.•ie«i  for  a  double  railiiut  in  older  to 
I'T-.c I'.'G  tae  tfTimahs  w  wS  as  lo  give 
:>i'.'as(:r^  :o  che  ebildceiL 
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Mr.  BYLES  (Salford,  N.) :  Will  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  take  care  that  no 
public  rights  are  parted  with  ] 

Mb.  HAlROOURT  :  No  public  rights 
can  be  parted  with.  The  agreement  is 
an  annual  one  and  is  renewable  at  the 
pleasure  of  the  Crown. 

North-east  Coast  Fishing  Industry. 

Mr.  FENWICK  (Northumberland, 
Wanabeck):  I  beg  to  ask  the  hon. 
Member  for  South  Somerset,  as  repre- 
senting the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Agriculture,  whether  he  has  received  a 
memorial  from  the  fishermen  of  New- 
bigginbythe-Sea,  asking  for  an  inquiry 
into  the  condition  of  the  fishing  industry 
on  the  North-east  Coast ;  whether  he  is 
Aware  of  the  poverty  and  distress  existing 
among  the  line  fishermen  and  their 
dependants  along  the  North-east  Coast ; 
and,  if  so,  can  he  state  whether  the 
Government  intend  to  grant  such  an  in- 
quiry, or  to  take  any  steps  to  relieve 
the  existing  distress. 

Mr.  J.  A.  PEASE  (Essex,  Saffron 
Walden ;  for  Sir  Edward  Strachey)  : 
The  Board  have  received  from  the  Board 
of  Trade  a  communication  on  the  subject 
to  which  my  hon.  friend  refers.  Inquiry 
will  be  made  into  the  matter  without 
delay. 

Gooseberry  Mildew. 
Mr.  RAPHAEL  (Derbyshire,  S.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  hon.  Member  for  South  Somerset, 
as  representing  the  President  of  the  Board 
of  Agriculture,  if  he  is  aware  that  at  Mel- 
bourne, in  Derbyshire,  instances  have 
occurred  that,  two  days  after  nurseries 
have  been  declared  by  the  inspector  of 
the  Board  of  Agriculture  to  be  clear  of 
mildew,  notice  has  been  received  declar- 
ing the  same  nurseries  to  be  infected 
premises,  thereby  closing  the  nurseries 
against  the  removal  of  trees  by  sale  or 
otherwise ;  is  he  aware  that  notice  is 
given  not  for  actual  but  for  the  supposed 
existence  of  mildew  ;  and  if  he  will  give 
orders  that  undue  restrictions  be  not 
placed  upon  an  industry  on  which  num- 
bers of  people  depend  for  their  livelihood. 

Mr.  J.  A.  PEASE  (for  Sir  Edward  ' 
Strachey)  :  The  Board  are  able,  they  , 
believe,  to  identify  the  particular  case  to  | 
which  my  hon.  friend    refers.     It   was . 


detected  in  October  last  by  an  inspector 
of  the  Board  and  the  local  authority 
were  duly  informed,  but  owing  to  an 
oversight  the  formal  notification  of  the 
existence  of  the  disease  was  not  served 
on  the  owner  by  the  local  authority 
until  the  20th  ulto.  Some  misunder- 
standing appears  to  have  arisen  as  to  the 
statements  made  by  the  inspector  on 
again  visiting  the  premises.  He  was 
satisfied  that  all  visible  evidence  of  dis- 
ease had  been  removed  from  the  bushes 
in  the  miin  nursery  in  the  manner  con- 
tamplated  by  the  American  Gooseberry 
Mildew  Order.  But  in  view  of  the  char.u5- 
ter  of  this  disease,  the  Order  requires 
that  certain  restrictions  shall  remain  in 
force  until  the  expiration  of  the  year 
following  that  in  which  the  disease  was 
last  seen  on  the  premises.  The  premature 
removal  of  the  restrictions  from  premises 
which  contain  bushes  for  sale  would 
involve  grave  risks  of  spreading  this 
serious  disease.  The  inspector  will  again 
visit  the  premises  and  explain  the  nature 
of  our  requirements.  The  Answer  to  the 
concluding  inquiry  of  my  hon.  friend  is 
of  course  in  the  affirmative. 

Weighins:  Machines  in  Scottish  Markets. 

Mr.  MORTON:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  for  Scotland  whether  in 
every  market  in  Scotland  for  the  sale 
of  live  stock  a  weighing  machine  must  be 
provided  ;  if  so,  will  he  say  whose  duty 
it  is  to  see  that  a  we'ghing  machine  is  so 
provided ;  whether  the  authorities  are 
required  to  see,  in  the  interests  of  public 
health,  that  in  all  markets  where  those 
weighing  machines  are  provided  that  all 
animals  for  sale  should  be  inspected  by 
the  veterinary  surgeon  appointed  by  the 
local  authority  i'l  that  district,  and  cer- 
tified as  to  their  fitness  for  human  food  ; 
and  whether  he  will  issue  instructions 
for  the  guidance  of  all  local  authorities 
in  Scotland  fixing  a  bas's  of  inspection^ 
so  that  there  may  be  a  uniform  practice, 
and  to  prevent  the  confusion  that  now 
exists  owin«j  to  there  being  diff^erent 
standards  of  inspection. 

The  SECRETARY  for  SCOTLAND 
(Mr.  Sinclair,  Forfarshire) :  There  is  no 
provision  requiring  local  authorities  to 
see  that  animals  expo^jed  for  sale  in  any 
market,  whether  provided  with  weighing 
machines  or  not,  are  inspected  by  a 
veterinary   surgeon   and   certified   as   to 
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for  humon  food.  There 
is  no  power  to  fix  a  standard  of  in- 
spection; but  on  the  19th  October,  1899, 
the  Local  Government  Board  for  Scotland 
issued  a  circular  suggesting  that  in  the 
inspection  of  tuberculous  carcases  of 
cattle  the  pi-inciples  laid  down  in  the 
Report  of  the  Royal  Commission  on 
Tuberculosis  of  1898  should  be  followed. 
There  is  no  intention  to  recommend  any 
standard  for  the  inspection  of  living 
animals.  / 

Moray  Firth  Trawlers. 
Sir  GEORGE  DOUGHTY  (Great 
Grimsby)  had  on  the  Paper  the  following 
Question  :  To  ask  the  Secretary  for  Scot- 
land whether  he  is  aware  that  to  carry  out 
the  decision  of  the  High  Court  of  Jus- 
ticiary, Scotland,  and  prosecute  all  foreign 
trawlers  fishing  outside  the  three-mile 
limits  in  the  Moray  Firth  would  con- 
stitute a  breach  of  International  Law  ; 
whether  he  has  been  informed  that  that 
is  the  opinion  of  the  Foreign  Office ;  and 
whether  he  will  immediately  take  steps 
to  withiiraw  the  British  cruisers  which  at 
^^  present  protect  these  fishing  grounds  for 
the^'Bxdusive  use  and  advantage  of 
foreigners,  and  remove  restfictions  which 
prevent  British  fishermen  from  trawling 
in  these  waters. 

On  l>eing  callorl  upon  to  put  the  Ques- 
tion the  hon.  .NFember  said  :  I  have  been 
requested  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
to  postixme  this,  a»  d  I  do  so  for  one 
week,  but  I  hnj)o  he  will  give  me  an 
assurance  that  in  the  interval  he  will  not 
prosecute  any  of  my  constituents. 

[Xo  Answer  w:is  returned] 

Scottish  Fishery  Board  ''Spies'' 
SirGKOHGE  DOUGHTY:  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  for  Soot  lam  1  whether 
the  Scottish  Fishery  Board  have  appointed 
spies  at  diflVrent  points  along  the  coast. 
of  Scotland  to  report  Fritish  fishiifg 
vessels,  ami.  it  >o.  what  is  the  «jualifica- ' 
tion  and  what  the  remnnoration  for  such 
work  :  whether  I>r.  James  Maxwell,  of 
Tol^rni..ry.  Mull,  Argyleshire,  is  one  of 
them  :  and  whether  he  is  aware  that  the 
steam  trawler  *•  Crane  '  was  wrecked  on 
her  homewaid  voyage  from  Iceland  on 
the  evening  of  25th  February,  and  that 
Maxwell  sent  a  telegram  to  the  fishery 
cruiser  •'  Minna,"  causing  her  to  steam 
sevenil  liuuis  in  'jrder  to  eatvl.  the  steam 


trawler   "Crane"  at 
forbidden  waters. 
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Mr.  SINCLAIR  :  So  far  as  I  am  aware 
the  reply  to  the  three  Questions  pat  by 
the  hon.  Member  is  in  the  negative. 

Glasgow  Cattle  Sale  Yards. 
Mr.  CATHCART  WASON:  I  beg 
to  ask  thd  Secretary,  for  Soothnd 
if  he  can  state  how  many  inspectors 
employe<l  to  inspect  cattle  in  public 
sale  yards  in  Glasgow  are  qualified 
as  veterinary  surgeons ;  and  whether  he 
has  any  official  information  showing  that 
cattle  unfit  for  food  in  Dublin  are  sent 
to  Glasgow  to  be  consumed  there. 

Mr.  SINCLAIR  :  I  am  informed  that 
there  are  six  qualified  veterinary  surgeoiu 
in  Glasgow  who  act  as  inspectors  for  in- 
specting cattle  in  public  sale  yards. 
Three  act  under  the  Diseases  of  Animals 
Acts,  and  three  under  the  Public  Health 
Acts.  None  of  these  inspectors  have  any 
official  information  from  Dublin  that 
cattle  unfit  for  human  food  are  sent  to 
Glasgow  to  be  consumed  there.  In  all 
such  cases,  however,  the  carcases  of  the 
animals  are  seized  and  destroyed. 

Mr.  CATHCART  WASON:  How 
many  inspectors  are  there  in  Glasgow  t 

Mr.  SINCLAIR:  I  must  ask  for 
notice.  I  have  informed  the  House  that  a 
full  Report  on  meat  inspection  in  Scot- 
land by  the  Local  Government  Board  is 
being  printed,  and  will  be  issued,  and  I 
suggest  it  would  be  useful  if  Questions  on 
the  subject  were  deferred  till  after  its 
publication. 

Scottish  Bdacation  BilL 
;  Sir  HENRY  CRAIK :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
'  Secretiiry  for  Scotland  whether  he  can 
'  now  state  the  intentions  of  the  Govem- 
'•  ment  with  regard  to  the  introduction  of 
an  Education  Bill  for  Scotland. 

Mr.  SINCLAIR :  I  am  unable  to  make 
any  further  statement  at  present.  I  hope 
to  do  so  before  Easter. 

Skigersta  Sea  Wall-Islaiid  of  Lewis. 

Mr.  WEIR  (Ross  and  |Cromarty ) :  I 
l»eg  to  ask  the  Secretary  for  Scotland 
whether  he  has  received  a  copy  of  a 
resolution  passed  al  a  recent  meeting  at 
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Ness,  Stornoway,  Inland  of  Lewis,  repre- 
senting 4,000  inhabitants  of  the  Ness  dis- 
irict,  and  pressing  for  the  construction  of 
i  sea-wall  and  boat-shelter  at  Skigersta, 
[stand  of  Lewis,  in  order  that  the  people 
may  be  enabled  to  prosecute  the  deep  sea 
line-fishing  by  means  of  the  larger-sized 
iecked  boats,  the  in-shore  line-fishing 
being  no  longer  remunerative  owing  to 
the  action  of  illegal  trawlers. 

Mr.  SINCLAIR  :  Yes,  Sir. 

Mr,  weir  :  Am  I  to  get  no  further 
information  than  this  ?  Does  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  intend  to  do  anything 
towards  the  construction  of  a  sea-wall  1 

Mr.  SINCLAIR:  My  hon.  friend 
asked  if  I  had  received  a  copy  of  the 
resolution  and  I  have  said  that  I  have. 

Mr.  weir  :  As  the  other  half  of  the 
Question  appears  to  have  been  quite  lost 
sight  of  I  will  put  another  Question  down. 

Mr.  SINCLAIR :  My  hon.  friend  may 
rely  on  it  that  all  such  requests  are  most 
carefully  considered. 

Orkney  and  Shetland  Water  Supply. 

Mr.  CATHCART  WASON  :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  for  Scotland  if  he  is 
aware  of  the  fact  that  certain  districts 
in  Orkney  and  Shetland  (while  they 
have  ample  water  for  the  normal  popula- 
tion) are  embarrassed  by  having  to 
provide  water  for  the  population  flocking 
ID  during  the  fishing  season,  and  are 
unable  to  cope  with  the  difliculties  of  the 
situation  ;  and,  in  view  of  the  general  im- 
portance of  the  fishing  industry,  if  he  will 
abide  by  his  original  decision  to  grant  such 
a  sum  to  the  said  districts  as  will  enable 
them  to  meet  the  special  demand  at 
certain  times,  provided  the  districts  re- 
ferred to  will  bear  their  fair  share  of  any 
increased  benefit  they  receive. 

Mr.  SINCLAIR :  I  am  generally 
aware  of  the  position  described  by  my 
hon.  friend,  and  the  matter  will  bo  borne 
in  mind.  I  am  not  aware  that  I  have 
given  any  such  decision  as  that  referred 
to  in  the  Question. 

Sea  Fisheries  Regulation  (Scotland)  Bill- 

Mr.  MORTON:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  for  Scotland  whether  he  intends 


to  oppose  the  Sea  Fisheries  Regulation 
(Scotland)  Bill. 

Mr.  SINCLAIR  :  Yes,  Sir. 

Mr.  MORTON:  Will  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  say  why  he  intends  to  oppose 
it? 

Mr.  SINCLAIR :  This  is  a  measure 
containing  proposals  which  are,  and,  I 
have  no  doubt,  are  intended  to  be,  of  a 
drastic  character.  It  is  likely  to  be 
highly  controversial,  and  therefore  it  is 
not  possible  for  me  to  hold  out  to  my  hon. 
friend  any  hope  of  the  Government's 
being  able  to  extend  to  him  facilities 
necessary  to  its  consideration. 

Mr.  MORTON:  Is  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  aware  that  the  Sheriff  in 
delivering  judgment  in  a  case  at  Camp- 
belltown  the  other  day  said 

♦Mr.  speaker  :  The  hon.  Member 
must  give  notice  of  that  Question. 

Mr.  WEIR:  Is  it  the  intention  of  the 
Scottish  Ofiice  to  oppose  the  Rills  of  all 
private  Members  which  are  of  a  contro- 
versial character  1  That  is  a  new 
method [Cries  of  "  Order,  order  !  '*] 

*Mr.  SPEAKER :  That  hardly  arises 
out  of  the  Question. 

Mr.  MORTON :  Does  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  intend  to  compel  trawlers  to 
obey  the  law  1 

♦Mr.  SPEAKER:  That,  too,  hardly 
arises  out  of  the  Question. 

Irish  Fisheries. 

Mr.  THOMAS  O'DONNELL  (Kerry, 
W.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to 
the  Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether 
any  steps  are  being  taken  to  develop  the 
herring  fishing  along  the  coast  of  Kerry 
and  Cork. 

The  CHIEF  SECRETARY  for  IRE- 
LAND (Mr.  Birrell,  Bristol,  N.)  :  The 
Congested  Districts  Board  have  made 
loans  for  boats  and  gear  for  the  fisheries 
on  the  coasts  of  Kerry  and  Cork,  and 
have  provided  materials  to  the  value  of 
£9,372  for  local  coopers  to  make  barrels 
for   cured   mackerel    and   herring.     The 
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Board  have  also  paid  for  the  instruction 
of  coopers  in  barrel  making,  and  have 
given  instruction  locally  in  the  curing  of 
herrings.  They  have  also  made  provi- 
sion for  erecting  lights  in  Kenmare 
River  in  the  coming  year,  for  the  benefit 
of  the  herring  fishery.  I  gather  that  one 
of  the  chief  difficulties  in  respect  of  the 
development  of  the  herring  fishery  on 
the  coasts  of  Kerry  and  Cork  is  that  the 
mackerel  fishery  is  there  looked  upon  as 
being  of  greater  importance,  and  the 
fishermen  are  generally  engaged  in  it  at 
the  time  when  herrings  visit  the  coast. 

Captain  CRAIG:  Is  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  aware  that  the  State  aid  given 
to  the  fishing  on  the  Cork  and  Kerry 
coasts  interferes  by  competition  with  the 
fisheries  on  the  County  Down  coast,  which 
do  not  receive  any  Government  grant  ? 


Mr.  BIRRELL 
before. 


I  have  not  heard  that 


Captain  CRAIG:  Will  you  make 
inquiries  ? 

Mr.  BIRRELL :  I  am  quite  willing  to 
do  so. 

l^ynooth  College. 
Captain  CRAIG:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  whether  Maynooth  Roman 
Catholic  College  is  open  to  Protestants  ; 
whether  he  is  aware  that,  under  the 
original  Bill  of  1795,  the  college  was 
restricted  to  Roman  Catholics  oiily,  and 
that  in  1817  all  laity  were  excluded  ;  and 
if  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Government 
in  any  way  to  modify  the  status  of  May- 
nooth under  the  scheme  at  present  under 
their  consideration. 

Mr.  KILBRIDE  (Kildarc,  S.) :  Will 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  in  his  proposed 
University  Bill,  make  provision  for  com- 
pleting the  education  of  hop.  Meml)ers 
from  lister  ? 

Mr.  BIRRELL:  Maynooth  College 
is  not  now,  and  never  has  been,  open  to 
Protestants.  In  1817  the  lay  college  was 
closed,  and  Maynooth  became  a  place  of 
education  for  Catholic  ecclesiastical 
students  only.  For  the  details  of  the 
Government's  scheme  for  University  edu- 
cation, I  must  ask  the  hon.  and  gallant 


Member  to  wait  for  a  week  or  two  until 
the  measure  is  introduced. 

Doon  Untenanted  Lands. 
Mr.  LUNDON  (Limerick,  R) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if  he  can  say 
whether  any  communications  have  ever 
parsed  between  the  Estates  Com- 
missioners and  Messrs.  Maunsell,  DixoD, 
and  Chatterton  about  the  sale  of  the 
untenanted  lands  on  their  estate  in 
Lackanagoneeny,  Doon,  County  Limerick, 
to  the  Estates  Commissioners  for  the 
benefit  of  the  poor  tenants  and  labourers 
of  the  district;  have  the  Estates  Com- 
missioners sent  an  inspector  on  the 
lands  ;  and,  if  so,  who  was  the  inspector, 
and  when  did  he  come  there  ;  what  was 
the  result  of  the  inouiry ;  and  what 
is  the  cause  of  the  delay  in  carrying 
out  the  sale. 

Mr.  BIRRELL:  The  Estates  Com- 
missioners have  had  an  inspection  made 
of  the  estate  in  question,  and  have  made 
a  provisional  offer  for  the  same  which 
the  owners  have  expressed  their  willing- 
ness to  accept.  The  Commissioners  are 
now  preparing  a  scheme  for  the  division 
of  the  untenanted  lands  on  the  estate, 
and  as  soon  as  this  has  been  completed 
the  purchase  will  bo  proceeded  witt 

Irish  Crown  Jewela. 
Captain  CKAIG:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lonl-Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  whether  he  has  any  further 
information  to  give  the  House  regarding 
the  loss  of  the  Crown  and  other  jeweb 
from  Dublin  Castle ;  whether  they  have 
been  returned,  or  does  he  know  where 
they  are ;  and  can  he  state  the  nature  of 
the  offence  for  which  Sir  Arthur  Vicars 
was  dismissed  his  office. 

I  Mr.  BIRRELL ;  I  have  no  further  in- 
formation to  give  regarding  the  loss  of  the 
Crown    jewels.      They    have    not    been 

j  returned,  nor  do  I  know  where  they  are. 
Sir  Arthur  Vicars  has  been  relieved  of 
his  office  because  he  failed  to  exercise  due 
vigilance  and  proper  care  as  custodian  of 
the  Regalia  of  the  Older  of  St.  Patrick. 

English  Land  Valuation  Bill. 
Mr.  HART-DAVIES  (Hackney,  K): 
I  bet;  to  ask  the  Prime  Minister  whether 
the  English  Land  Valuation  Bill  will  be 
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itroduced  before  or  after  the    Easter 
acatioQ. 

The  chancellor  of  the  EX- 
3HEQUER  (Mr.  Asquith,  Fifeshire,  E.) : 
rhe  Bill  will  not  be  introduced  until  after 
faster. 

Income-Taz. 
Mr.  whitehead  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Dhancellor  of  ihe  Exchequer  whether 
persons  who  gave  notice  before  30th 
September,  1907,  of  their  intention  to 
5laiiii  relief  under  Section  19  of  The 
Finance  Act,  1907,  in  the  event  of  their 
income  proving  at  the  end  of  the  financial 
year  to  be  less  than  £2,000,  will  be 
treated  as  having  made  a  claim  under 
Sub-section  4  of  that  section  and  will 
be  assessed  accordingly ;  and,  if  not, 
whether  he  will  this  session  amend  The 
Finance  Act  so  as  to  give  relief  to  such 
persons. 

I  beg  also  to  ask  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  whether  persons  engaged  in 
business  and  making  claim  at  the  end  of 
the  financial  year  to  repayment  of  income- 
tax,  on  the  ground  that  the  actual 
income  from  their  business  has  proved  to 
be  less  than  the  expectation  based  on  an 
average  of  three  years  profits,  will  also  be 
entitled  to  have  the  tax  on  their  earned 
income  assessed  on  the  footing  of  9d. 
in  the  £,  if  their  total  income  falls  below 
X2,000  by  reason  of  their  actual  realised 
income  from  business  having  fallen  below 
the  statutory  expectation. 

Mr.  ASQUITH:  Where  a  person 
claims  relief  under  Section  19  of  The 
Finance  Act,  1907,  before  30th  Septem- 
ber in  any  year,  but  is  unable  at  the 
time  of  lodging  the  claim  to  complete  it 
by  proving  that  his  total  income  does  not 
then  exceed  £2,000,  he  would  be  allowed, 
subsequently,  to  complete  the  claim  and 
obtain  relief  in  the  event  of  his  income 
for  the  year  as  finally  ascertained  falling 
within  the  prescribed  limit.  For  the 
purposes  of  this  section,  however,  income 
must  be  estimated  according  to  the  rules 
and  directions  of  the  Income  Tax  Acts. 
In  the  case  of  a  business  assessable  on 
the  average  profits  of  the  three  years 
preceding  the  year  of  assessment,  the 
income  of  the  person  who  carries  it  on 
is  reckoned  on  the  basis  of  that  average, 
not  only  for  the  purposes  of  the  charge, 
but  also  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining 


his  right  to  exemption,  abatement,  or 
relief  to  the  9d.  rate.  The  actual  profits 
of  the  year  may  exceed  the  average, 
or  may  fall  short  of  it,  but  in  neither 
alternative,  except  in  a  few  special  cases, 
is  the  liability  or  the  right  to  exemption, 
abatement,  or  relief  for  that  year 
affected. 

Budget  Soggestions. 
Mr.  BOTTOMLEY  :  I  beg  to  ask  Mr. 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer;  what  pro- 
gress he  has  made  in  arriving  at  a  definite 
conclusion  in  regard  to  the  expediency 
of  taxing  advertisements,  racing  stakes, 
betting,  titles,  theatre  tickets,  share 
certificates,  and  imposing  an  employment 
tax  and  a  graduated  receipt  tax. 

Mr.  ASQUITH :  I  can  only  say  with 
regard  to  this  and  similar  suggestions 
that  my  mind  is  still  in  a  receptive  state. 

Post  Office  Savings  Bank- 
Mr.  HAROLD  COX :  I  beg  to  ask 
Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  whether 
he  is  aware  that  the  sum  of  £88,190  is 
estimated  to  be  required  to  make  good 
the  deficiency  in  the  Post  Ofl&ce  Savings 
Bank  in  the  year  1908-9 ;  and  whether 
he  will  consider  what  steps  can  be  taken 
to  relieve  the  taxpayer  of  the  obligation 
to  pay  a  subsidy  to  those  persons  who 
invest  their  savings  in  the  Post  Office 
rather  than  in  some  other  form  of 
investment. 

Mr.  ASQUITH  :  A  Select  Committee 
of  this  House  in  1902  considered  what 
steps  should  be  taken  to  make  good  the 
deficiency  on  the  Income  Account  of  the 
Post  Office  Savings  £anks  Fund  which 
would  result  from  the  reduction  of  the 
interest  on  Consols  in  1903.  They 
recommended  that  the  rate  of  interest 
allowed  to  depositors  should  be  reduced 
by  one-eighth  per  cent.  The  late  Govern- 
ment took  the  sense  of  the  House  of 
Commons  on  that  proposal,  and  decided, 
with  the  general  approval  of  the  House, 
not  to  carry  it  into  effect,  because  condi- 
tions had  altered  since  the  date  of  the 
Committee's  inquiry  in  such  a  way  as  to 
increase  the  earning  power  of  the  National 
Debt  Commissioners  on  new  investments, 
and  to  hold  out  some  prospect  of  the 
account  being  balanced  without  a  reduc- 
tion of  interest.  I  see  no  sufficient  reason 
at  present  for  departing  from  that  policy ; 
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but  the  subject  is  one  which  requires  to 
be,  and  is,  kept  steadily  in  view. 

Sessional  Arrangements 
Mr.  EVELYN  CECIL  (Aston  Manor)  : 
I  beg  to  ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer whether  the  Government  intend 
to  shorten  the  Easter  and  Whitsuntide 
holidays,  to  rise  for  the  summer  holidays 
early  in  July,  and  to  hold  an  autumn 
session,  or  what  information  he  can  give 
to  the  Hous^  upon  the  subject. 

Mr.  ASQUITH:    I  am  not  yet  in  a 
position  to  make  any  statement. 

The  Budget. 
Mr.  COURTHOPE  (Sussex,  Rye) :  I 
beg  to  ask   Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer whether  he  proposes  to  introduce 
the  Budget  before  Easter. 

Mr.  ASQUITH:  No,  Sir. 


BUSINESS    OF    THE    HOUSE. 
Mb.  AKERS- DOUGLAS  (Kent,  St. 
Augustine's),  asked  as  to  the  arrangements 
for  business  next  week. 

Mr.  ASQUITH  said  that  the  first 
business  on  Monday  would  be  the 
Second  Reading  of  the  Consolidated 
Fund  Bill,  followed  by  the  Second 
Reading  of  the  Army  Annual  Bill.  On 
Tuesday,  the  Second  Reading  of  the 
Prosecution  of  Offences  (Amendment) 
Bill,  as  it  was  necessary  to  pass  that  Bill 
before  Easter  with  the  view  to  the 
Criminal  Appeal  Act  coming  into  effective 
operation.  That  Bill  would  bo  followed 
by  the  Second  Reading  of  the  Children's 
Bill  and  the  Committee  stage  of  the  Con- 
solidated Fund  Bill.  On  Wednesday, 
the  Committee  stage  of  the  Prosecution 
of  Offences  Bill,  the  Committee  on  the 
Army  Annual  Bill,  and  the  Third  Reading 
of  the  Consolidated  Fund  Bill.  On 
Thursday,  the  Government  proposed  to 
get  the  Speaker  out  of  the  Chair  on  the 
Civil  Service  Estimates. 

Mr.  AKKRS-DOUGLAS  :  Cannot  the 
Army  Annual  Bill  be  taken  in  the  after- 
noon on  Wednesday  so  as  to  avoid  an 
all-night  sitting  1 

Mr.  ASQUITH  :  It  is  our  intention  to 
to  take  the  Army  Bill  earlj  ;   the  Prose- 


cution of  Offences  Bill  is  not  contentious 
and  will  not  excite  discussion. 

Mr.  bottom  LEY:   When  will  tbe 
Licensing  Bill  be  proceeded  with  1 

Mr.  ASQUITH :  The  Second  Reading 
will  be  taken  before  Easter. 


SELECTION    (STANDING    COMMTTTEK^ 

Sir  William  Brabipton  Gurdos 
reported  from  the  Committee  of  Selw- 
tion;  That  they  had  discharged  die 
following  Members  from  Standing  Com- 
mittee A  (in  respect  of  the  Agricultunl 
lilducation  in  Elementary  Schools  Bill): 
Mr.  Attorney-General, '  Mr.  Secretary 
Gladstone,  and  Mr.  Herbert  Samuel; 
and  had  appointed  in  substitution  (in 
respect  of  the  Agricultural  Education  in 
Elementary  Schools  Bill) :  Mr.  McKeniuii 
Mr.  Lough,  and  Sir  Edward  Strachey. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Bbampton  Guedox 
further  reported  from  the  Committee; 
That  they  nad  added  to  Standing  Com- 
mittee A  the  following  Fifteen  Members 
(in  respect  of  the  Agricultural  Education 
in  Elementary  Schools  Bill) :  Mr.  Carhle, 
Mr.  Jesse  Ceilings,  Mr.  Butcher,  .Sir 
John  Kennaway,  Mr.  Arkwright,  Sir 
Francis  Lowe,  Mr.  Hunt,  Mr.  Ben,  Mr. 
Yoxall,  Mr.  Adkins,  Mr.  Winfrey,  Mr. 
Montagu,  Mr.  John  William  Taylor,  Mr. 
Dunn,  and  Mr.  NichoUs. 

Sir  William  Bbampton  Gubdon 
further  reported  from  the  Committee; 
That  they  had  added  to  Standing  Com- 
mittee A  the  following  Fifteen  Members 
(in  respect  of  the  Local  Authorities 
(Admission  of  the  Press)  Bill:  Mr. 
Arthur  Henderson,  Mr.  Richardson,  Mr. 
Summerbell,  Mr.  Charles  Duncan,  Mr. 
Lief  Jones,  Mr.  Scott,  Mr.  Esslemont, 
Mr.  Watt,  Mr.  Guinness,  Sir  Frederick 
Banbury,  Sir  Gilbert  Parker,  Mr.  Dii 
Cros,  Mr.  George  Roberts,  Mr.  Strauss, 
and  Mr.  Clement  Edwards. 

Sir  William  Brampton  Gurik)31 
further  reported  from  the  Committee; 
That  they  had  added  tbe  following 
Member  to  Standing  Committee  B  :  Mr. 

Charles  Craig. 

Reports  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 
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MESSAGE  FROM  THE  LORDS. 
Poisons  and  Pharmacy  Bill  [Lords], — 
That  they  have  appointed  a  Committee 
consisting  of  Five  Lords  to  join  with  a 
Committee  of  this  House  to  consider  the 
Poisons  and  Pharmacy  Bill,  and  they 
request  this  House  to  appoint  an  equal 
number  of  its  Members  to  oe  joined  with 
the  said  Lords. 

That  they  propose  that  the  said  Joint 
Committee  do  meet  in  Committee  Room 
A,  on  Tuesday  next,  at  Three  of  the 
Clock. 


J}^EW  BILLS. 

BUXTON  CHARITY  BILL. 
"  To  confirm  a  Scheme  of  the  Charity 
Commissioners  relating  to  the  Buxton 
(Congregational  Chapel)  Charity,"  pre- 
sented by  Mr.  Trevelyan ;  to  be  read  a 
second  time  upon  Monday,  6th  April,  and 
to  be  printed.     [Bill  164.] 

LONG  ASHTON  CHARITY  BILL. 
"  To  confirm  a  Scheme  of  the  Charity 
Commissioners    relating     to    the    Long 


Ashton  (Congregational  Chapel  School- 
room) Charity,"  presented  by  Mr. 
Trevelvan ;  to  be  read  a  second  time 
upon  Monday,  6th  April,  and  to  be 
printed.     [Bill  165.] 

ABBOTS  BROMLEY  CHARITY  BILL. 

"  To  confirm  a  Scheme  of  the  Charity 
Commissioners  relating  to  the  Ab« 
bots  Bromley  (Congregational  Chapel) 
Charity,"  presented  by  Mr.  Trevelyan; 
to  be  read  a  second  time  upon  Monday, 
6th  April,  and  to  be  printed.     [Bill  166.] 


BUSINESS  OF  THE  HOUSE  (SUPPLY). 
Motion  made,  and  Question  put,  "  That 
the  proceedings  on  the  Business  of  Supply, 
if  under  discussion  at  Eleven  o'clock  this 
night,  be  not  interrupted  under  the 
Standing  Order  (Sittings  of  the  House), 
notwithstanding  anything  in  Standing 
Order  No.  15."— (Afr.  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer.) 

The  House  divided :  Ayes,  273 ;  Noes, 
73.     (Division  List  No.  49.) 


AYES. 


Abraham, William(Cork,  N.  E.) 

Acland,  Francis  Dyke 

Agar-Robartes.  Hon.  T.  C.  R. 

Ainsworth,  John  Stirling 

Alden,  Percy 

Allen,  A  Acland  (Christchurch) 

Ashton,  Thomas  Gair 

Asquith,Rt.Hn.  Herbert  Henry 

Astbury,  John  Meir 

Baker,  Joseph  A  (Finsbury,  E. 

Baring,  Godfrey  (Isle  of  Wight 

Barker,  John 

Barlow,  Sir  John  E.  (Somerset) 

Barlow,  Percy  (Bedford) 

Barran,  Rowland  Hirst 

Barry,  E.  (Cork,  S.) 

Beale,  W.  P. 

Beck,  A.  Cecil 

Bellairs,  Carlyon 

Belloc,  Hilaire  Joseph  Peter  R. 

Benn.Sir  J.  Wi  1 1  iams(  Devon  p*rt 

Benn,W.(T'w'r  Haralets.S.Geo 

Bennett.  E.  N. 

Birrell,  Rt.  Hon.  Augustine 

Bottomley,  Horatio 

B^ulton,  A.  C.  F. 

Bowerman,  C.  W. 

Bramsdon,  T.  A. 

Branch,  James 

Bright,  J.  A. 

Brocklehurst,  W.  B. 

Brunner,J.  F.  L.  (Lanes., Leigh) 

Buchanan,  Thomas  Ryburn 

Burke,  E.  Haviland- 

Bums,  Rt.  Hon.  John 

Burt,  Rt.  Hon,  Thomas 
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Byles,  William  Pollard 

Carr-Gomm,  H.  W. 

Causton  ,Rt  •  Hn .  RichardKnigh  t 

Cawley,  Sir  Frederick 

Chance,  Fiederiok  William 

Cherry,  Rt.  Hon.  R.  R. 

Churchill,  Rt.  Hon.  Winston  S. 

Clancy,  John  Joseph 

Cleland,  J.  W. 

Clough,  William 

Clynes,  J.  R. 

Cobbold,  Felix  Thornley 

Collins,  Stephen  (Lambeth) 

Collins,Sir  Wm. J  (S.Pancra8,W 

Cooper,  G.  J. 

Corbett,CH  (Sussex,E.Grinst*d 

Cornwall,  Sir  Edwin  A. 

Cotton,  Sir  H.  J.  S. 

Cox,  Harold 

Craig,  Herbert  J.  (Tynemouth) 

Crean,  Eugene 

Crooks,  William 

Crcsfield,  A.  H. 

Crossley,  William  J. 

Curran,  Peter  Francis 

Davies,David(  Montgomery  Co. 

Davies,  Ellis  William  (Eifion 

Da  vies,  M.  Vaughan-  (Cardigan 

Davies,  Timothy  (Fulham) 

Ftlany,  William 

Dewar,Sir  J.  A.  (Inverness-sh.) 

Dickinson, W.H.  St.Pancras.N. 

Dickson -Poynder,  Sir  John  P. 

Dilke,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Charles 

Dillon,  John 

Donelan,  Captain  A. 

[Fourth  Series."|        2  E 


Duckworth,  James 

Duffy,  William  J. 

Duncan,  C.  (Barrow-in-Furness 

Dunne,Major  E.Martin(  Walsall 

Edwards,  Clement  (Denbigh) 

Edwards,  Enoch  (Hanley) 

Elibark,  Master  of 

Ellis,  Rt.  Hon.  John  Edward 

Erskine,  David  C. 

Essex,  R.  W. 

Evans,  Sir  Samuel  T 

Fenwick,  Charles 

Ferens,  T.  R. 

Ffrench,  Peter 

Fowler,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Henry 

Fuller,  John  Michael  F. 

Fullerton,  Hugh 

Fumess,  Sir  Christopher 

Gibb,  James  (Harrow) 

Gill,  A.  H. 

Gladstone,Rt.Hn.HerbertJohn 

Olendinning,  R.  G. 

Gooch,  Ge  rge  Peabody 

GraLt,  Corrie 

Greenwood,  G.  (Peterborough) 

Giiffith,  Ellis  J. 

Guest,  Hon.  Ivor  Churchill 

GurdoP,RtHD  SirW. Brampton 

Gwynn,  Stephen  Lucius 

Haidane,  Rt.  Hon.  Richard  B. 

Hall,  Frederick 

Halpin,  J. 

Harcourt,  Rt.  Hon.  Lewis 

Hardy,  George  A.  (Suffolk) 

Hart- Davies,  T. 

Harvey,  A  G.  C.  (Rochdale) 
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Harvey, W.E.  (DerbyshircN.E 

Haslam,  James  (Derbyshire) 

Haworth,  Arthur  A. 

Hayden,  John  Patrick 

Hazleton,  Richard 

Hedges,  A.  Paget 

Helme,  Nerval  Watson 

Henderson,  Arthur  (Durham) 

Henry,  ChailesS. 

Herbert,  Col.  Sir  Ivor  (Mon.,S.) 

Heibert,  T.  Arnold  (Wycombe) 

Higham,  John  Sharp 

Hobart,  Sir  Robert 

Hogan,  I^Iichael 

Holt,  Richard  Duming 

Homiman,  Emslie  John 

Howard,  Hon.  Geoffrey 

Hyde,  Clarendoii 

Jackson,  R.  S. 

Jacoby,  Sir  James  Alfred 

Johnson,  John  (Gateshead) 

Jones.Sir  D.Brynraor(Swansea 

Jones,  Lief  (Appleby) 

Jones,  William(  Carnarvonshire 

Jowett,  F.  W. 

Kavanagh,  Walter  M. 

Kcarley,  Hudson  E. 

Kekewich,  Sir  George 

Kelley,  George  D. 

Kennedy,  Vincent  Paul 

Kilbride,  Denis 

King,  Alfred  John  (Knutsford) 

Lamb,  Edmund  G.  (Leominster 

Lambert,  George 

Lardner,  James  Carrige  Rushe 

Law.  Hugh  A.  (Donegal,  W.) 

Layland-Barratt,  Francis 

Leese,Sir  Joseph  F.(Accrington 

Lehmann,  R.  C. 

Lewis,  John  Herbert 

Lough,  Thomas 

Lundon,  W. 

Lupton,  Arnold 

Luttrell,  Hugh  Fownes 

Lyell,  Charles  Henry 

Macdonald.  J.  R.  (Leicester) 

Macdonald,J.I^I.  (Falkirk  B'ghs 

Mackarness,  Frederic  C. 

Macnamara,  Dr.  Thomas  J. 

Mac]>hcr8on,  J.  T. 

Mac  Veigh,Charles(  Done  gal,  E.) 

M'Callum,  John  M. 

M'Crae,  George 

M'Konna.  Rt.  Hon.  Reginald 

M'l^ren,  Sir  C,  B.  (I^icester) 

M'Laren,  H.  D.  (Stafford,  W.) 
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M*Micking,  Major  G. 

Maddison,  Frederick 

Mallet,  Charles  E. 

Mark8,G.Croydon  (Launoeston 

Mamham,  F.  J. 

Meagher,  Michael 

Menzies,  Walter 

Mond,  A. 

Money,  L.  G.  Chiozza 

Montagu,  £.  S. 

Mooney,  J.  J. 

Morgan,  J.  Lloyd  (Carmarthen 

Morley.  Rt.  Hon.  John 

Morrell,  Philip 

Murray,  James 

Myer,  Horatio 

Nannetti,  Joseph  P. 

Napier,  T.  B. 

NichoUs,  George 

Nicholson,  CharlesN.  (Donoast'r 

Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  William 

Nugent,  Sir  Walter  Richard 

Nussey,  Thomas  Willans 

O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 

O'Brien,  William  (Cork) 

O'Donnell,  T.  (Kerry,  W.) 

O'Dowd,  John 

O'Grady,  J. 

O'Kelly,  Conor  (Mayo,  N.) 

O'Kelly.James  (Ro8common,N 

O'Malley,  William 

Parker,  James  (Halifax) 

Partington,  Oswald 

Pearce,  Robert  (Staffs,  Leek) 

Pearce,  William  (Limehouse) 

Perks,  Robert  William 

Pickersgill,  Edward  Haie 
I  Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
I  Pullar,  Sir  Robert 
I  Radford,  G.  H. 
!  Raphael.  Herbert  H. 

Rea,  Russell  (Gloucester) 
.  Redmond,  John  E.(Waterford 
I  Redmond,  William  (Clare) 
;  Rees   J.  D. 
I  Rendall,  Atheist  an 
I  Riehards,T.  F.  (Wolverh'mpt'n 
.  Richardson,  A. 
;  Ridsdale,  E.  A. 
I  Roberts.  G.  H.  (Norwich) 
i  Roberts,  John  H.  (Denbighs.) 
j  Robertson, Rt.Hii.  E.  (Dundee) 
I  Robertson,  SirGScottCBradfrd 

Robertson,  J.  ^L  (Tyneside) 
I  Robsop,  Sir  William  Snowdon 
'  Rose,  Charles  Day 
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Rowlands,  J. 
Runcimao,  Walter 
Rutherford,  V.  H.  (Brentfoid) 
Samuel,  Herbert  L.  (Cleveland) 
Soott,  A.  H.  ( Ashtcm-imder-LyiiB 
Sears,  J.  £. 
Seddon,  J. 

Shackleton,  David  James 
Shaw,  Charles  Edw.  (Stafford) 
Shipman,  Dr.  John  G. 
Silcock,  Thomas  Ball 
Sinclair,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Smeaton,  Donald  Mackenzie 
Soames,  Arthur  Wellesley 
Soaros,  Elmest  J. 
Stanley,  Albert  (Staffs,  N.  W.) 
Stanley,Hn.A«  Lyulph  (Chesh.) 
Straus,  B.  S.  (Mile  End) 
Strauss,  £.  A  (Abingdor) 
Summerbell,  T. 
Taylor,  John  W.  (Durham) 
Tennant,SirEdward  (SaUsbnry 
Tennant,  H.  J.  (Berwiokshiie) 
Thomasson,  Franklin 
Thompon,J.W.  H(Somer8etJ 
Tomkinson,  James 
Torrance,  Sir  A.  M. 
Toulmin,  Ge<M>ge 
Trevelyan,  Chailes  Philips 
Vemey,  F.  W. 
Wadsworth,  J. 
Waring,  Walter 
Warner,  Thomas  Courtenay  T. 
Wa8on,Rt.Hn.E(ClackmaO]iui 
Wason,  John  Cathcart  (Orkney) 
Wedgwood,  Josiah  C. 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
Whitbread,  Howurd 
Wliite,  J.  D.  (Dumbartonshire) 
White,  Luke  (York,  K  R.) 
White,  Patrick  (Meath,  North) 
Whitehead,  Rowland 
Whitley,  John  Henry  (Halifax) 
Whittaker,  Sir  Thomas  Pakner 
Wiles,  Thomas 
Williams,  J.  (Glamorgan) 
Williams,  Osmond  (Merioneth) 
Wilson,  Henry  J.  (York,  W.B.) 
Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Mid) 
Wilson,  J.  W.  (Woroe8ter8h.N.) 
Wilson,  P.  W.  (St.  Pancras,  S.) 
Wood.  T.  M'Kumon 

Tellers  for  the  Aybs—Mt. 
Whiteloy  and  Mr.  J.  A. 
Pease. 


Anson,  Sir  William  Reyneli 
Ashley,  W.  W. 

Aubrey- Fletoher,Rt.Hn.  Sir  H. 
Bjilcarres.  Lord 
Baldwin,  Stai  lev 
Balfou^,RtHn.A^J.(CityLond.) 
Banbury,  Sir  Frederick  George 
Baring,Capt.Hn.G  (Winche&t^T 
Barrie,H.  T.  (Londonderry,  N.) 
Beckett,  Hon,  Gervase 
Bignold,  Sir  Arthur 
Bridgeman,  W,  Clive 
Campbell,  Rt.  Hon-  J.  H.  M. 


NOES. 

Carlile,*E.  Hildred 

Cavendish,  Rt.  Hn. Victor  C.W. 

Cecil,  Evelyn  (Aston  Manor) 

Cecil,  Lord  John  P.  Joicey- 

Cecil,  Lord  R.  (Marvlebone,  E.) 

Chamberlain,Rt  nriJ.A.(Woro. 

Clive,  Percy  Archer 
!  Cochrane,  Hon.  Thos.  H.  A.  E. 
;  Corbett,  T.  L.  (Down,  North) 

Courthoi)e,  O.  Loyd 

Craig,CaptainJaraes(Down,E.) 
■  Craik,  Sir  Henry 

Cross,  Alexandei 


Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Du  Cros,  Arthur  Philip 
Duncan,  Robert(  LanarkfGovan 
Fardell,  Sir  T.  George 
Fletcher,  J.  S. 
Gardner,  Ernest 
Glover,  Thomas 
Goulding,  Edward  Alfred 
Gretton,  John 
Hamilton,  Marquess  of 
Harrison- Broacuey,  H.  B. 
Hill.  Sir  aement 
I.ambton,  H(mi. Frederick  Wm. 
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1-anc-Fox,  G.  R. 
Xaw,  Andrew  Bonar  (Dulwioh) 
Lee.Arthur  H.(Hant8,Fareham 
Lockwood,Bt.Hn.Lt.-CoL  A.B. 
Lonsdale,  John  Brownlee 
Lowe,  Sir  Francis  William 
Lyttelton,  Rt.  Hon.  Alfred 
H' Arthur,  Charles 
Magnos,  Sir  Philip 
Mason,  James  F.  (Windsor) 
Morpeth,  Viscount 
Nicholson, Wm.  G.  (Petersfield) 
IWeld,  Herbert 
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O'Neill,  Hon.  Robert  Torrens 
Percy,  Earl 

Randies,  Sir  John  Scurrah 
Remnant,  James  Farquharson 
Roberts,S.(Sheffield,  Ecclesall) 
Ronaldshay,  Earl  of 
Sassoon,  Sir  Edward  Albert 
Sheffield,Sir  Berkeley  GeorgeD. 
Sloan  Thomas  Henry 
Starkey,  John  R. 
Stone,  Sir  Benjamin 
Talbot,  Lord  E.  (Chichester) 
Thomson,W.Mitchell-  (Lanark 
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Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Tuke,  Sir  John  Batty 
Walker,Col.W.  H.  (Lancashire) 
Wil8on,A.  Stanley  (York,  E.R.) 
Wilson,  W.  T.  (Westhoughton) 
Winterton,  Earl 
Wolff,  Gustav  Wilhelra 
Wortley,  Rt.  Hn.  C.  B.  Stuart- 

Tbllsbs  fob  thb  Nobs — Sir 
Alexander  Acland-Hood  and 
Mr.  Forster. 


SUPPLY  [10th  March]  REPORT  [4th 
Allotted  Day]. 

Second  Resolution  —  Navy  Estimates, 
1908-9.  "That  a  sum,  not  exceeding 
je2,306,700,  be  granted  to  His  Majesty, 
to  defray  the  Expense  of  Works,  Build- 
ings, and  Repairs,  at  Home  and  Abroad, 
including  the  cost  of  Superintendence, 
Purchase  of  Sites,  Grants-in-Aid,  and 
other  Charges  connected  therewith  which 
will  come  in  course  of  payment  during 
the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March 
1909." — read  a  second  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
'''That  this  House  doth  agree  with  the 
CJommittee  in  the  said  Resolution." 

♦Mr.  bell  airs  (Lynn  Regis)  said 
that  this  Vote,  when  in  Committee,  went 
through  with  about  an  hour  and  a  half's 
•discussion,  and  as  it  involved  two  very 
important  new  items  it  was  very  desirable 
that  it  should  be  discussed  on  the  Report 
49tage  as  well.  The  Vote  itself  used  to 
have  a  great  deal  more  discussion  in 
previous  Parliaments,  but  last  year  cer- 
tainly there  was  very  little  debate,  and 
there  was  all  the  more  reason  now,  with 
the  two  new  items  of  the  lock  at  Ports- 
mouth and  the  Rosyth  scheme,  that 
something  should  be  said  about  the 
matter.  It  was  a  Votje  with  regard  to 
which  they  had  undergone  great  dis- 
illusionment. They  bad  seen  many 
schemes  introduced  to  the  House,  paid  for 
by  Works  Bills,  and  then  abandoned.  In 
the  last  four  years,  four  dockyards  and 
three  coaling  stations  had  been  abandoned 
by  the  Government,  and  expenditure  had 
been  incurred  on  them  right  up  till  the 
last  moment.  The  Civil  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty  told  them  last  year  that  no 
less  than  five  docks  had  been  paid  for  in 
the  Ix)ans  Bill,  for  which  they  would  go 
on  paying  interest  for  twenty-five  years 
to  come,  and  those  five  docks  would  not 
take    "  Invincibles."       There     was     the 


Dover  expenditure  of  three  and  a  half 
millions  which  was  begun  by  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Financial  Secretary 
for  the  Admiralty,  who  introduced  the 
scheme  thirteen  years  ago,  and  that  har- 
bour, on  which  they  had  spent  a  colossal 
sum,  had  never  yet  accommodated  a 
single  squadron  or  fleet,  and  he  did  not 
know  when  it  was  ever  likely  to.  If  the 
House  would  do  as  he  had  done,  and  read 
all  the  various  Works  Bills  introduced, 
and  the  discussions  on  Vote  10,  they 
would  find  that  it  had  never  been  proved 
that  such  schemes  were  vital  to  the  safety 
of  the  country.  He  would  take  as  an 
example  one  of  the  ablest  speeches 
delivered  in  that  House  in  support  of  a 
Works  Bill,  by  the  Civil  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty  in  1899.  He  ranged  over  the 
whole  Vote,  and  came  to  Bermuda,  and 
said  that  our  Colonies  and  our  trade 
were  very  great  in  that  part  of  the 
world.  That  was  held  to  be  a  justifica- 
tion for  an  expenditure  of  £600,000  on  a 
dock  which  had  never  yet  accommodated 
a  single  armoured  ship  unless  in  the  last 
few  months.  He  said  that  another  place 
was  Simon's  Bay,  where  a  new  dock  was 
required,  at  a  cost  of  £3,600,000,  because 
the  harbour  there  was  so  crowded.  That 
had  since  been  reduced  to  £3,100,000, 
and  he  had  no  doubt  the  present 
Government  would  like  to  have  lowered 
the  whole  lot  off".  That  work  might  easily 
have  been  brought  about  by  subsidising 
a  dock  extension.  At  the  same  time, 
they  incurred  a  small  expenditure  of 
£159,000  for  a  dock  at  Colombo  by  means 
of  a  subsidy.  Whereas  they  were  going 
!  to  spend  £3,600,000  to  obtain  the 
'  services  of  a  dock  and  batin  at  Simon's 
I  Bay,  they  resorted  to  the  method  of  a 
'  subsidy  of  the  small  sum  of  £159,000  at 
I  Colombo,  and  that  was  the  method  he 
would  particularly  commend  to  the  atten- 
:  tion  of  the  House  as  preferable  to  any 
I  Rosyth  scheme.  Finally,  the  Civil  Lord 
of  the  Admiralty  got  to  Hong  Kong,  and 
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said  that  our  interests  in  the  Far  East 
were  very  great  and  increasing.     Bang 
went  £1,250,000.   They  had  a  magnificent 
private  dock  at  Hong  Kong.     He  himself 
was  there  when  this  expenditure  was  first 
proposed,  and  he  knew  that  the  private 
establishment  was  well  able  to  cope  with 
the  work  required.    He  had  no  doubt  the 
Admiralty  now  regarded  the  dock  accom- 
modation provided  at   Hong  Kong  as  a 
bit  of    a    white  elephant.     He  did  not 
quarrel  with  the  provision  of  more  docks, 
but  said  we  ought   to  have   many  more 
docks;     it     was     perfectly    obvious    to 
everybody.     In  ten  years  we  should  have 
forty    or     fifty     "Dreadnoughts"     and 
"  Invincibles "    clamouring   for  dock  ac- 
commodation, and  he  thought  there  were 
now   six  Government   docks,    including 
Haulbowline,  and  ten  private  docks,  avail- 
able for  them.     He  was  not  quite  sure  of 
the  figures,   because  if    the  Civil   Lord 
would  examine  his  speech  he  would  find 
that  he  and  the  First  Lord  difiered  con- 
siderably in  their  statements  as  to  the 
numbers  of  docks  available  for  "  Dread- 
noughts "  in  May  of  last  year.     The  con- 
tention had  been  advanced  in  the  House 
that  we  had  only  one  dock   available  in 
the  North  Sea,  and  that  a  private  dock, 
with  only  26i  feet  over  the  sill,  and  that, 
since   the   "Dreadnought"  drew  two  or 
three  feet  more  water   than  she  was  de- 
signed to  do,  she   would   not  be  able  to 
use  that  dock.     It  was   obvious   that  as 
this    Parliament   got  older  they   would 
never    be    satisfied    with    one    dock    at 
Kosyth.    The  demand  would  be  for  more, 
and  in  fact  the  scheme  provided  room  for 
two  more  docks.     It  would  be  advanced 
that  the  Germans  had  seven  docks  built 
and  building  in  the  North  Sea,  and  one 
projected,  and  if  it  were  to  be  regarded 
that  a  dockyai  d  on  one  side  of  the  North 
Sea  was  an  answer  for  a  dockyard  on  the 
other  side,  it   was   certain    that    people 
would  demand  more  on  our  hast  Coast. 
He  did  not  agree  with  that  contention, 
and  it  had  proved  to  be  utterly  erroneous 
strategy.     It   was   the   sort   of  strategy 
that    plunged     us     into    the     waste    of 
money    at    Alderney    when   Parliament 
eventually  stopped  the  works.     What  he 
contended  was  that  the  Government,  in 
listening    to    their    Naval     advisers    in 
reference  to  Kosyth,  should  not  be  content 
with  being  told  that  the  Kosyth  scheme 
would    be     useful.      They    should     ask 
whether  it  was  vital  to  the  safety  of  the 
country,  and  he  did  not  l)elieve  any  ex- 
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pert  could  really  get  up  to  sav  thtt 
it  was.  The  Civil  Liord  had  not  jH 
told  them  anything  about  the  alteni&tiT«i 
to  the  Kosyth  scheme.  He  had  not  told 
them  whether  the  Admiralty  had  tried 
to  inquire  amongst  the  shipping  port<ii 
to  whether  they  were  willing  to  provide 
docks  if  they  were  subsidised.  Therv 
was  Grimsby,  and  there  was  the  Thamei 
If  a  dock  was  provided  under  tke 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade's  scheme 
for  the  Thames,  they  would  obtain  a 
few  miles  oS  the  resources  of  the 
Thames  shipbuilding  works.  The  Goven- 
ment  were  not  allowing  the  Thamei 
works  to  tender  for  *'  Invincibles  "  ud 
"Dreadnoughts,''  because  there  was  no 
dock  available  on  the  Thames  for  ships 
of  that  size.  Judging  by  the  experi- 
ence of  Colombo,  where  for  a  small  sub- 
sidy of  £159,000  they  obtained  one  dock, 
they  ought  to  be  able  to  obtain  the 
services  of  four  or  five  private  docb 
round  the  coast,  and  three  or  four  at  anr 
rate  on  ihe  East  Coast,  by  the  subsidr 
method  for  a  very  small  sum  as  compared 
with  the  Rosyth  expenditura  Hut 
these  docks  would  be  catering  for  the 
mercantile  marine  was  a  positive  advtn- 
tage  as  it  kept  them  in  practice  and 
extended  their  resources^  His  next 
point  was  that  the  Civil  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty  had  told  them  nothing  about 
floating  docks.  He  believed  one  sufficient 
to  accommodate  a  '*  Dreadnought "  would 
cost  about  £200,000,  but  he  did  not 
know,  and  at  any  rate  it  was  quite 
feasible  for  the  Admiralty  to  station  one 
at  Sheerness,  and  one  at'  Bosyth  if  thej 
wanted  one  there,  and  at  the  latter  place 
to  build  engineering  workshops  on  shore^ 
and  then  the  expenditure  would  be  one- 
seventh  or  one-eighth  of  what  they  pro- 
posed to  incur  now  at  Eosyth.  Finally, 
there  was  the  alternative  of  the  oU 
Chatham  scheme.  The  late  Civil  Lord  of 
the  Admiralty,  the  hon.  Member  for 
Fareham,  wanted  to  proceed  with 
Chatham  as  well  as  Rosyth,  he  believed. 

Mk.    ARTHUR    LEE    (Hampshire, 
Fareham) :  A  Chatham  scheme. 


Mr.  BKLLAIRS  :  Yes.  The  only 
argument  he  had  heard  advanced  against 
the  Chatham  scheme  of  docks  was  that 
the  river  wanted  dredging.  Finally, 
he  found  that  foiur  or  five  miles  dredging 
of  the  Medway  would  be  sufficient. 
,  When   he  found   that  the  Thames  was 
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being  dredged  to  the  depth  of  31  feet 
for  a  distance  of  twenty-one  miles,  at  a 
cost  of  £200,000,  and  that  the  Medway 
liad  exactly  the  same  nature  of  bottom 
and  a  less  distance  to  carry  the  mud  than 
in  the  case  of  the  Thames,  he  could  see  no 
insuperable  objection  to  adopt  a  scheme 
for  Chatham.  He  recalled  to  mind  that 
one  of  the  best  First  Lord^  of  the 
Admiralty,  Lord  Spencer,  had  said  that  it 
would  be  ifar  better  to  incur  double  the 
expenditure  on  an  old  dockyard  than 
to  build  a  new  one  ;  and  that  in  the 
long  nm,  the  expenditure  would  be  less 
owing  to  the  demands  for  equipment  in 
the  new  dockyard.  That  criticism  applied 
to  Rosyth.  Moreover,  the  cost  of  equip- 
ment, personnel,  and  forts,  inevitably  led 
to  a  much  fuller  expenditure  beyond  the 
estimates  of  the  engineers.  The  Ad- 
miralty themselves  acted  on  the  principle 
of  preferring  an  old  dockyard  to  a  new 
one,  whenever  anvthing  happened  to  a 
ship  abroad.  They  did  so  with  the 
**  Hood "  who  lost  her  rudder  near 
Malta,  where  there  was  a  very  fine  dock- 
yard. They  sent  her  home  under  convoy 
2,500  mile^  for  repair  past  Gibraltar  as 
well  as  Malta.  The  "Hibernia"  was 
docked  at  Gibraltar  end  was  strained 
in  do.-king  be?au8e  they  lacked  ex- 
perience in  new  dockyards,  and  so  she 
was  brought  home  afterwards  for  a 
thorough  overhaul.  The  "  Dominion  " 
was  docked  at  Bermuda,  but  she 
was  only  patched  up  there,  and  sub- 
sequently brought  to  Chatham  to  be 
thoroughly  done  up.  It  was,  therefore, 
perfectly  evident  that  in  order  to  get 
efficient  repairs  it  was  infinitely  better 
to  go  a  considerably  greater  distance  to  an 
old-established  dockyard,  as  compared 
with  a  new  one.  He  did  not  propose 
to  go  again  into  the  history  of  Rosyth, 
but  the  hon.  Member  would  admit 
that  the  foreca.st  of  the  Berthing  Com- 
mittee of  1902  were  not  verified,  but 
absolutely  falsified.  The  terms  of  refer- 
ence to  the  K'ommittee  were  exceedingly 
limited.  They  never  investigated  the 
question  of  the  bid  administration 
of  dockyards.  They  had  improved 
the  administration  co  siderably  of  late 
years.  They  never  investigated  as  to  the 
number  of  obsolete  ships  that  were 
-  in  the  dockyards,  or  the  relief  that  could 
be  afforded  by  building  in  the  private 
dockyards.      There    was    quite    enough 


accommodation  at  Plymouth  for  ship- 
building t>  provide  sjfii  ient  competition 
to  keep  down  contracting  expenses  and 
so  Portsmouth  could  spe  ialise  on  repair 
work.  The  only  dock  available  tor 
the  "Dreadnoughts,"  the  two  "Lord 
Nelson's"  andtheeig^t"  Kin:^  Edwards" 
at  Forts  n>ut\  was  occupied  by  the 
"Dreadnought"  when  building  for  124 
days  in  1906.  Did  that  arise  from 
the  system  or  policy?  His  main  point 
was  that  the  only  evidence  before 
the  Berthing  Committee  was  that  on 
3l8t  March,  1900,  there  was  a  congested 
state  of  the  dockyards  as  regards  the 
berthing  of  ships.  Now  the  whole  of 
that  congestion  was  gone,  and  it  was 
only  when  their  foreca  ti  pr)ved  utte^y 
erroneous  that  the  strategical  argument 
was  invented.  Under  that  argument 
the  assumption  was  that  Rosyth  was 
immediately  opposite  the  German  coast. 
It  was  at  the  end  of  a  coast-line,  lying 
at  right  angles  away  from  the  German 
coast,  so  that  Wilhelmshaven  was  distant 
from  it  450  miles,  as  compared  with 
230  miles  to  Sheerness,  and  therefore, 
a  disabled  ship  running  at  10  knots  an 
hour,  would  find  Rosyth  eighteen  hours 
steaming  further  off.  The  distance  to 
Portsmouth  fr Jm  the  German  naval  port 
of  Wilhelm  ha/en  was  exactly  the  same 
as  to  Rosyth.  As  regarded  the  strategical 
argument  they  would  have  in  the  case  of 
Rosyth  the  main  line  of  communication 
which  presented  a  great  broad  front  of 
open  sea, whereas  m  the  line  for  Plymouth, 
Portsmouth,  Chatham,  Sheerness,  to  the 
south,  they  had  narrow  seas,  and  an 
easily  defended  front  whi  h  would  be 
difficult  to  br^ak  thro  gh.  Moreover,  they 
had  at  Rosyth  two  lines  of  communi- 
cation— from  the  Baltic  as  well  as  from 
Wilhelmshaven — which  weakened  con- 
centration, and  gave  less  ability  to 
defenl  the  line  of  com  nuni  ations  to 
th^  base  than  was  the  case  on  the  southern 
line.  The  way  a  line  of  communication 
was  defended  was  not  by  patrol- 
ling, but  by  blockading  the  enemy's 
coast  ;  and  generally  speaking, 
a  line  of  destroyers  would  be 
stretched  across  the  channel,  but  the 
blockade  in  the  front  of  the  line  of  com- 
munication at  Rosyth  would  be  much 
wider  owing  to  the  greater  stretch  of 
open  sea.  Nobody  could  doubt  that  we 
should  have  to  give  as  perfect  a  defence 
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as  we  could  devise  to  the  southern  line 
and  all  the  vast  trade  to  the  Thames,  and 
to  add  a  northern  line  of  communication 
stretching  along  450  miles  to  Wilhelms- 
haven  simply  meant  dispersion  of  eifort 
and  weakening  of  forces.  His  right  hon. 
friend  the  Member  for  the  Forest  of 
Dean  was  very  fond  of  referring  to  mines. 
There  were  four  elements  of  luck  to  a 
German  mining  ship  in  order  to  drop 
mines  in  the  tides  ofi*  Portsmouth,  which 
was  his  favourite  instance.  In  the  first 
place  that  ship  would  have  to  leave 
Wilhelmshaven  on  a  dark  night;  on 
the  second  night  it  would  have  to  break 
through  the  Straits  of  Dover;  on  the 
third  night  it  would  arrive  at  Ports 
mouth,  because  Portsmouth  could  not  be 
approached  in  open  day ;  and  the  fourth 
piece  of  coincident  luck  was  to  arrive 
when  the  tide  suited  in  order  that  the 
mines  might  drift  in  with  the  tide.  But 
if  the  Admiralty  would  only  allow  a 
sufficient  number  of  cruisers  and  torpedo 
craft  they  would  be  able  to  stop  these 
operations  of  an  enemy's  fleet.  In 
addition,  a  great  naval  Power  like  our- 
selves, having  full  communications,  could 
draw  upon  all  the  resources  of  the 
country,  and  it  was  a  far  simpler 
miatter  for  us  than  for  the  Russians  at 
Port  Arthur  to  use  ordinary  trawling 
vessels  to  swjcep  channels  clear  of 
mines  ahead  of  our  warships.  He  was 
not  one  who  believed  in  nursing  a 
Navy ;  and  most  of  the  brick  and  mor- 
tar projects  involved  nursing  and  a  pro- 
vision of  things  behind  the  Nav}^  That 
was  what  occurred  to  the  Russians  at 
Port  Arthur.  He  believed  that  they 
could  demoralise  a  Navy  just  as  easily 
by  bricks  and  mortar  and  by  going 
beyond  the  necessities  of  the  case  as  they 
could  demoralise  a  boy  by  too  much 
nursing.  There  was  a  disease  of  over- 
clevemess.  Why  should  they  try  to 
meet  all  the  possible  incidents  of  a  war 
in  advance  ?  Such  a  policy  had  lost  us 
many  campaigns.  The  Russian  Baltic; 
Fleet  was  overloaded  with  coals  and 
stores  so  as  to  take  them  2,500  miles 
beyond  Vladivostock.  The  Japanese  did  I 
the  opposite  and  stripped  their  ships ' 
for  the  cay  of  battle  of  all  superfluous 
gear.  The  result  was  that  the 
armour  belt  of  the  Russian  ships  was 
under  the  water-line  and  the  Japanese 
easily  sunk  them.  He  believed  that 
over-cleverness  was  at  the  bottom  of  the  , 
Mr,  Bellairs, 


Rosyth  scheme,  and  that  we  weie  divert- 
ing money  essentially  required  for  tk 
Navy  to  mere  bricks  and  mortar  which 
would[avail^nothing  on  the  day  of  battk 

♦Mr.  MACKARNESS  (Berkshire,  New- 
bury)  said  he  would  like  to  support  the 
hon.  Gentleman  who  had  demanded  fuUer 
information  on  the  subject  of  Ros^rth.  He 
had  heard  reasons  against  the  Rosjth 
scheme  from  a  distinguished  sailor  out- 
side the  House  similar  to  those  urged  hy 
the  hon.  Member  for  Lynn  Regis,  who 
himself  was  an  expert.    He  had  heard  the 
making  use  of  pri^  ate  dockyards  on  points 
on  the  East  Coast  advocated  as  far  has 
( ostly  than  building  a  great  dockyard  at 
Rosyth,  and  he  asked  why  that  was  an 
impossible  solution  of  the  problem.    But 
apart  from  all  technical  aigiurents,  the 
fact  that  struck  the  ordinary  laynan  wis 
that  this  project  was  never  thought  of 
until  the  year  1£04.      ["Oh,  yes."]     H» 
was     not     aware    that^  it     was    ever 
advocated    publicly    either     inside_[or 
outside  the  House  until  about  the  year 
1904 ;    and  from  1904  to   1908  it  had 
been  aUowed  by  successive  Gk>vemiiients 
to  remain  in  a  state  of  suspended  anima- 
tion.   Why  should  the  Government  have 
all  of  a  sudden  come  to  the  conclusion 
that  it  was  necessary  to  build  as  a  matter 
of  urgency  this  docky a rd  at  Rosyth  ?    He 
could  think  of  no  reason  except  it  wen^ 
the  German  scare.    If  Rosyth  was  to  be 
taken  in  the  nature  of  a  threat  to  the 
German  nation,  he  and  his  friends  would 
protest  against  it.    If  there  was  any  other 
reason  he  was  sure  his  right  hon.  friend 
would  tell  them  what  it  was.    It  had 
been  suggested  to  them  by  naval  experts^ 
whose  opinions  were  well  worth  listening 
to,  that  in  the  event  of  war,  if  we  had  a 
great  naval  bcse  at  Rosyth,  the  result 
would  be  that  our  Fleet  would  be  divided^ 
and  in  case  of  an  engagement  it  wcmld 
be  necessary  for  the  two  divisions  of  the 
Fleet  to  unite,  and  that  would  not  be  a 
good  thing  in  the  face  of  a  hostile  fleet. 
He  was  not,  however,  competent  to  judge 
of  these  things  as  an  expert,  but  from  the 
common -sense  view  there  seemed  to  be 
something  in  that.      The    Grovemment 
were   asking   them  to  embark   upon  a 
project  which    would    lead  every  year 
to   what  was  called   an    automatic  in- 
crease, and    his    right  hon.    friend  had 
warned   them  in  almost  brutally  frank 
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language  that  they  must  be  prepared 
next  year  for  a  larger  Estimate  in  view  of 
that  automatic  increase.  Therefore,  he 
thought  it  was  desirable  that  they  should 
be  satisfied  as  to  the  necessity  of  this 
project,  and  he  had  ascertained  by  inquiry 
mmself  from  many  experts  that  they 
were  by  no  means  convinced  upon  that 
point. 

♦Mr.  W.   PEARCE  (Tower  Hamlets, 
Limehouse)     called     attention    to     the 
necessity    for   deep   water   docks   being 
provided  on  the  Thames  near  London. 
The  Board  of  Trade  was  chiefly  con- 
cerned with  this  matter,  but  he  would 
suggest  that  the  Admiralty  should  join 
in    order    to    find    a    solution    of    the 
problem.     By  general  consent  it  was  ad- 
mitted that  they  wanted  two  new  lar^e 
docks  on  the  Thames — one  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood  of   Tilbury,   and   one   nearer 
London,  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Victoria 
Docks.      If     the     Thames    had    docks 
capable  of   accommodating  large  battle- 
ships, it   would   enable   the    Admiralty 
to  make  use   of   the  great   resources   of 
the  Thames  Ironworks  Company.    This 
would   then    give    another    competitor 
with    regard    to    shipbuilding.     Lately, 
the   Thames    Ironworks   Company   had 
been     precluded     from     tendering     for 
battleships  because  there  were  no  docks 
on  the  Thames  large  enough  to  receive 
battleships  of  modern  type.    He  would, 
however,  remind  the  Admiralty  that  in 
the  past  they  had  built  some  of  the 
most  famous  battleships  in  the  world, 
including  several  for  the  Japanese  Navy. 
He  was  delighted  that  the  hon.  Member 
for  King's  Lynn  had  called  attention  to 
this  matter,  and  urged  that  it  should 
have  the  attention  of  the  Admiralty. 

♦Mr.  NAPIER  (Kent,  Faversham)  said 
that  like  his  hon.  friend  the  Member  for 
Newbury  he  did  not  claim  the  attention 
of  this  House  because  he  knew  any  thins: 
of  the  matter  from  the  experts'  point  of 
view.  He  rose  not  for  the  purpose  of 
criticism,  but  in  order  to  elicit  a  little 
information  from  the  Government.  He 
represented  a  constituency  which 
bordered  the  Medway,  and  they  had 
always  wondered  why  it  was  necessar}^ 
to  go  so  far  north  as  Rosyth  for  the 
selection  of  a  port  of  repair  for  the  large 
new   ships.     He    had    little    doubt   that 
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it  was  essential  that  there  should   be 
new  docks  in  order  to  meet  the  new  im- 
pr>)vements  in  construction.    He  thought 
everyone  was  agreed  that  it  was  necessary 
to  have  docks  for  vessels  of  the  "  Dread- 
nought"  and  '^Invincible"   type,   and 
it    occurred    to     him     that     Sheemess 
might  possibly  be  —  he    did  not  speak 
with   certainty — a    suitable   place.      As 
had   been    pointed    out,  Sheemess  was 
not  only  very  much  nearer  the  German 
naval   base   than    Rosyth,    but   it   was 
well  protected  by  land  defences,  whereas 
in   the   case   of   Rosyth   such   defences 
would  have  to  be  constructed.     It  was 
generally  admitted  that  the  only  possible 
danger  to   this  country  was   a   sudden 
raid.     If   that  were   to   happen   in  the 
case  of  Sheemess,  the  fact  that  London 
was  within  short  distance  would  be  an 
advantage,  which  in  the  case  of  Rosyth 
was  wholly  lacking.      There  were  always 
some    50,000   to    60,000   troops   in    the 
neighbourhood    of    the    capital,    whilst 
a  regiment  or  two  at  the  most  was  all 
the  help  Rosjrth    could  look  to  in  an 
emergency.     He  was  told  that  it  would 
be    quite   easy   to   deepen   the   channel 
so  as  to  afEord  an  entrance  to  Sheemess,^ 
and  that  to  do  so  would  not  necessitate 
very  extensive  dredging.    All  that  waa 
.required  was  to  deepen  the  channel  for 
about  two  and  a  half  miles  by,  on  an 
average,  five  or  six  feet.    He  believed 
that    a    channel    100    feet    wide    would 
probably  be  sufficient  and  dock  accom- 
modation would  no  doubt  be  necessary. 
If  a  graving  dock  were  too   expensive, 
probably  a  floating  dock  would  answer 
the    purpose.     It    was    said    that    the 
dock  at  Rosyth  would  cost  £3,000,000^ 
and  he  could  not  think  that  the  cost 
of  deepening  the  channel  of  Sheemess 
to  the  necessary  extent,  together  with 
the   provision   of   a   new   floating   dock 
(which  would  cost  about  £200,000)  would 
exceed  that  sum,  whilst  it  would  ade- 
quately meet  the  needs  of  the  situation. 
He  hoped  they  should  have   some   ex- 
planation  as  to    why  the    Government 
had    considered    it    necessary    to    adopt 
the  Rosyth— and  he  was  sure  the  more 
expensive — scheme. 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN  (Wor- 
cestershire, E.)  :  I  need  scarcely  say  that 
I  do  not  rise  to  support  the  observations 
made  by  previous  speakers.     I  entirely 
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dissent  on  this  occasion  from  the  views 
expressed  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
King's  Lynn,  and  I  have  no  desire  and 
no  expectation  like  that  entertained 
by  the  last  two  speakers  who  have 
taken  part  in  the  debate^  that  if  a  dock 
is  to  be  built  I  can  get  that  dock  in  my 
own  constituency. 

Mr.  MACKARNESS  :  I  have  no  site 
for  a  dock  in  my  constituency. 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN  :  The 
hon.  Member  is  not  one  of  the  last  two 
speakers. 

Mr.  W.  PEARCE  :  The  dock  which 
I  pressed  was  not  in  my  constituency. 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN  :  It 
is  not  in  the  hon.  Member's  immediate 
neighbourhood,  but  it  is  in  what  I  may 
xall  his  sphere  of  influence. 

Mr.  W.  PEARCE  :  My  hope  in  in- 
tervening was  that  of  getting  some 
advantage  for  the  whole  of  London, 
which  I  think  is  often  neglected  by  this 
House. 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN:     I 
suppose  not  excluding  Limehouse.     But 
we    need   not  waste    time    about   that. 
My  view,  of  course,  is  the  direct  opposite 
to  that  of  the  hon.  Member  for  King's 
Lynn.     I   believe   that   the   creation   of 
this  establishment,  at  least  the  minimum 
establishment  contemplated  by  the  Gov- 
ernment, at  Ros}-th  to  be  a  matter  of 
the    most     urgent    public    importance. 
I  think  that  there  has  been  much  too 
great  a  delay  about  it  already,  and  my 
one  desire  is  that  now  that  they  have 
decided  to  carry  it  out  the  work  shall 
be  executed  as  expeditiously  as  possible. 
I  made  a  suggestion  to  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man when  the  Vote  was  under  discussion 
before,  that  in  calling  for  tenders  for  the 
execution    of   the    work    the    Admiralty 
should  indicate  to  the  contractors  that 
they  would  take  into  consideration,  not 
merely  the  amount  of  the  tender,   but 
the   time    within    which   the   contractor 
would  undertake  to  lomplete  the  work, 
and  the  hon.  Gei:tieman  was  good  enough 
to  say  that  he  would  brini:  that  suiiiiestion 
before  his  coUeaiiues  on   the    Roan.!  of 
Admiralty,  and  I  hope  that  he  will  be 
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able  to  give  us  an  exact  account  of  tk 
Admiralty's  intentions  when  he  speab 
to-day.     My    reason    for    pressing  this 
is,  in    the    first    place,    that    I    believe 
this     work     to     be     one     of     peculiar 
urgency,   and  that  we    may  have  gieat 
need  for  this  dock   before,    under  any 
circumstances,  it  can  now  be  completed. 
But  even  apart  from  that,  it  is  of  cotine 
obvious  that  when  you  are   expending 
great  capital  sums  like  this  it  is  more 
economical  to  proceed  expeditiously  than 
to  dawdle  over  the  work.     The  moment 
you  begin  to  spend,your  money  is  standing 
at  a  loss  until  you  have  the  use  of  the 
work,  and,  therefore,   the  quicker  70a 
can  complete  the  works  the  sooner  jon 
have  the  use  of  your  money,  and  the 
more    economical   is   the    use    of  pur 
expenditure.      I    am    aware     of    whit 
happened   in    another    place  yestezdaj. 
It   was    there    stated    that    it    is  im- 
possible   for    the    Admiralty    to    spend 
more  money  or  to  make  more  progreeB 
than  they  have  allowed  for  in  the  Esti- 
mates within   the   next   financial  year, 
because,    it    was   stated,    the     Director 
of      Works     and      his      staff      coakL 
not,   until  September,   finish  the  planB 
which    were    necessary.     I    should   like 
to   inquire   what   exactly   the   meaning 
of   that   is.     Does   the   making   of  the 
plans  there  alluded  to  mean  the  getting 
I  out  of  the   quantities  or  not,   l^cause 
,  if  you  have  only  the  plans  finished  by 
I  September  then  you  have   to   get  out 
i  the  quantities.     I  am  afraid  the  work 
'  will  not  be  done  till  this  next  financial 
i  year,    and   I   should   very   much  hope 
!  that  the  work  will  be  let  out  to  tender 
i  in    September    at    the    very    latest.    I 
I  cannot  set  mvself  against  the  opinion 
'of     the     present    Director    of     Works 
as  to  the  time  that  it  will  take  him  to 
complete  his  preparations.     I  know  he 
is  an  admirable  and  indefatigable  of&ceiy 
and  if  he  has  the  directions  of  the  Admir- 
alty he  will  proceed  with  all  rapidity. 
But  if  that  is  so  I  regret  the  more  the 
time    that    has    been    allowed    to   pass 
without  this  necessary  preliminary  having 
been    carried   out,    and   how   much  we 
have  wasted  during  the  last  two  years 
whilst  the  Government  has  been  chewing 
the  cud  of  this  question  over  and  o^'er 
again.     Now    I   come   to   the    question 
of    expediting     the    work,    when    you 
actually  come  to  tendering  and  letting 
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the  contract.  The  other  day  it  was 
stated  in  another  place  by  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Admiralty  that  he  hoped 
to  get  the  work  done  in  seven  years — 

"  I  believe,  I  hope,  we  shall  bo  able  to  do  the 
work,  not  in  ten  years,  but  in  seven  years.  *  I 
want  to  make  it  quite  clear  that  the  small  sum 
put  down  for  Rosyth  this  year  does  not  indicate 
any  slackness  on  the  part  of  the  Admiralty  in 
pushing  the  work  forward.  The  Director  of 
Works  at  the  Admiralty  has  informed  me  that 
it  will  take  the  whole  of  his  staff  until  Sep- 
tember, working  overtime,  to  finish  the  plans 
which  are  necessary.  I  am  also  advised  that 
under  the  contract  itself  a  clause  which  would 
suggest  a  higher  rate  of  tender  if  the  work  is 
completed  in  a  short  time  is  not  a  desirable 
condition.  We  think  a  better  plan  is  one  I 
propose  to  adopt.  I  am  going  to  propose  that 
a  bonus  shall  be  given  to  the  contractor  who 
takes  the  work  if  he  completes  it  within  the 
time  he  tenders  for.  Something  of  this  char- 
acter I  am  advised  is  a  better  plan  than  the 
other." 

Now  I  confess  I  do  not  understand  what 
that  means.  What  is  the  time  which  he 
will  tender  for  ?  Is  it  the  time  named 
by  the  Government  or  will  the  con- 
tractors be  allowed  to  say  what  is  the 
earliest  time  in  which  they  will  be  able 
to  compete  ?  I  should  hope  the  latter. 
I  cannot  see  why  that  should. not  be. 
The  practice  in  great  industrial  under- 
takings is  to  proceed  in  that  way.  In 
the  case  of  a  railway,  for  instance,  where 
the  company  desire  to  earn  dividends  at 
the  earliest  possible  moment  or  where  the 
execution  of  the  work  interferes  with  the 
working  of  the  line,  it  is  a  common  thing 
to  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  con- 
tractors who  offer  to  do  the  work  ex- 
peditiously will  be  favourably  considered. 
If  the  Grovemment  are  not  going  to  do 
that,  then  I  want  to  know  what  time  the 
Government  are  going  to  indicate,  and  if 
it  is  to  be  as  Lord  Tweedmouth  stated, 
seven  years,  does  that  mean  for  the 
completion  of  the  whole  of  the  work  or 
only  the  completion  of  the  dock  and  basin, 
so  far  as  and  in  such  a  manner  as  to 
enable  the  Admiralty  to  use  them  in  time 
of  emergency.  If  it  is  for  the  completion 
of  the  whole  work  it  is  a  very  reasonable 
time,  but  if  it  means  that  the  dock  and 
basin  will  not  be  available  for  the  use  of 
the  Admiralty  until  seven  years  are 
gone,  then  I  cannot  conceive  why  that 
rfiould  be  so,  except  that  there  is  a  desire 
to  spread  the  Estimate  over  a  longer 
period. 


*The  civil  lord  to  the  AD- 
MIRALTY (Mr.  Lambert,  Devonshire 
South  Molton) :  The  right  hon.  Grentleman 
asked,  and  I  think  quite  legitimately, 
that  we  should  expedite  the  work  at 
Ros3rth  as  much  as  possible,  and  with 
that  I  quite  agree.  He  then  asked 
whether  we  would  give  the  contractors 
who  would  undertake  to  complete  it  in 
the  shortest  period  of  time,  preference. 
We  have  carefully  considered  that  ques- 
tion. I  promised  the  other  day  to  bring 
it  before  my  colleagues  and  the  result 
of  my  doing  so  is  shown  in  the  speech  of 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  in 
auother  place  yesterday.  We  were  ad- 
vised that  to  give  preference  to  any  con- 
tractor who  promised  to  complete  the 
work  expeditiously  would  not  be  ad- 
visable, but  that  a  reasonable  time 
should  be  fixed  by  the  Admiralty  for  the 
completion  of  the  work,  that  the  con- 
tractor should  be  penalised  for  all  the 
time  he  took  beyond  that  period  to  com- 
plete, but  that  if  he  completed  before  the 
time  he  should  receive  a  bonus.  I  cannot 
promise  that  that  will  be  done,  but  that 
is  what  we  have  in  our  minds.  I  hope 
the  House  will  not  bind  me  to  that  state- 
ment, because,  as  the  right  hon.  Grentle- 
man knows,  it  is  desirable  in  these  matters 
to  keep  the  Government  in  a  safe 
position.  We  believe  that  it  is  not  an 
unreasonable  condition  that  the  works 
themselves  should  be  completed  in  seven 
years,  but  I  do  not  nclude  in  that  the 
necessary  workshops  which  will  pro- 
bably take  a  year  longer  or  perhaps  a 
year  and-a-half.  I  think  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  was  a  little  harsh  on  the 
Admiralty  when  he  complained  that 
they  had  wasted  time.  I  can  assure  him 
that  the  careful  preUminary  preparations 
that  have  gone  on  will,  in  the  long  run^ 
save  both  time  and  money.  Rosyth  is 
of  rather  a  peculiar  formation.  At  one 
point  you  have  rocks,  and  close  to  them 
you  have  60  or  70  feet  of  mud.  It  has 
been  used  as  an  argument  against 
Rosyth  as  a  Naval  base.  But  the  Ad- 
miralty do  not  propose  to  build  their 
lock  and  docks  on  the  places  where  there 
is  this  60  or  70  feet  of  mud,  and  the 
project  could  not  have  been  carried  out 
e(onomically  but  for  the  preliminary 
borings.  I  am  informed  that  some  docks 
have  had  to  have  15  or  16  feet  of  con- 
crete on  the  bottom,  but  we  do  not  think 


815 


Supply 


that  will  be  necessary  in  this  case,  be- 
cause the  situation  for  the  docks  has 
been  chosen  where  the  rocks  jut  out  and 
there  will  only  be  about  2^  feet  of 
granolithic  concrete  required  on  the 
bottom.  We  hope  the  contract  par- 
ticulars will  be  got  out  about  the  time 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  suggests. 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN  :  May 
I  ask  the  hon.  Gentleman  one  question 
before  he  passes  away  from  this  point  ? 
I  presume  that  the  Admiralty  will  con- 
sider the  time  not  only  for  the  comple- 
tion of  the  whole,  but  for  each  item. 

♦Mr.  LAMBERT:  It  will  be  one  con- 
tract, but  I  will  bear  that  suggestion  in 
mind.  The  hon.  Member  for  King's 
Lynn  went  into  the  question  of 
whether  Rosyth  was  necessary  for  a 
naval  base  or  not.  Surely  it  is  a  little 
late  in  the  day  now  to  argue  that  question. 
But  I  think  if  hon.  Members  really  look 
Into  the  matter,  and  see  how  few  docks 
we  have  on  the  East  Coast  they  will 
recognise  that  it  is  necessary  to  provide 
some  place  at  all  events  to  accommodate 
these  large  ships  ot  war.  The  hon. 
Member  tells  us  we  might  with  greater 
advantage  have  floating  docks.  Floating 
docks  are  all  very  well  in  places  where 
there  are  no  tides.  But  if  there  are 
tides  the  docks  are  apt  to  float  with  the 
tides.  Moreover  floating  docks  cannot  be 
moored  at  sea ;  they  must  be  in  a  basin 
somewhere.  There  was  a  suggestion 
that  there  should  be  a  large  scheme  at 
Chatham  or  Sheerness  as  an  alternative 
to  Rosyth,  but  we  have  found  that  the 
cost  of  dredging  necessary  to  convert 
Chatham  into  a  naval  base  for  these  big 
ships  would  be  prohibitive.  Although 
we  can  dredge  the  Channel  to  the  neces- 
sary depth  the  moment  dredging  takes 
place  the  mud  silts  in  from  the  sides  so 
that  there  would  have  to  be  continuous 
dredging.  At  Sheerness  we  are  dredging 
to  the  depth  of  26  feet  at  low  water  to 
enable  ship-<  of  the  *'  Dreadnought" 
class  to  get  in  and  out  at  certain  states 
of  the  tide.  Then  there  is  che  question  of 
sub  idising  private  docks.  The  Admiralty 
would  be  glad  to  see  built  on  the  East  Coast 
by  private  enterprise  docks  which  would 
accommodate  these  big  ships,  but  I  would 
point  out  that  a  private  dock  has  not 
the  same  advantages  as  a  Government 
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dock  for  battleships.  It  is  in  the  first 
place  built  for  commer.ial  purposes  and 
is  not  equipped  in  the  same  way.  A 
battleship  might  require  to  have  a  new 
section  of  armour  plate  put  in,  and  there 
are  none  ot  the  appliances  in  a  private 
dock  necessary  for  such  a  purpose.  More 
than  that,  it  is  in  the  time  of  peace  that 
docks  are  wanted  as  well  as  in  time  of 
war,  and  if  in  a  pnvate  dock  you  have  a 
private  ship  it  would  be  a  diffi  iilt  thing 
to  say  that  the  ship  must  come  out  in 
order  that  a  battleship  should  go  in. 
Of  course  that  could  be  done  in  time  of 
war,  but  not  in  time  of  peace.  I 
have  been  informed  that  after  careful 
investigation  it  has  been  decided 
that  this  policy  of  sub  idising  private 
docks  would  not  be  satisfactory  because 
in  the  first  place  we  could  not  have  the 
first  use  of  the  docks  and  they  have  not 
the  necessary  appliances ;  and,  secondly, 
we  should  have  to  pay  large  sub- 
sidies towards  the  building  of  these 
docks  and  probably  large  annual  sub- 
sidies in  addition  for  their  use.  There 
is  another  matter  about  private  docks, 
that  they  have  only  about  20  feet  6  inches 
on  the  dock  sill,  while  the  dock  and  lock 
at  Rosj^h  will  have  about  36  feet  mini- 
mum. My  hon.  friend  will  see  that  these 
new  Rosyth  docks  in  times  of  emergency 
will  accommodate  ships  of  the  new  type 
which  require  more  water  than  is  avail- 
able in  a  private  dock. 


Mr.  W.  PEARCE  pointed  out  that 
it  was  proposed  to  spend  two  to  three 
millions  at  once  on  deep  water  docks,  and 
asked  whether  anything  could  be  done 
by  the  Admiralty  joining  with  the  Board 
of  Trade  in  considering  the  provision 
of  deep  water  docks  on  the  Thames. 

Mr.  MACKARNESS  was  understood 
to  ask  whether  there  was  any  urgency 
for  this  year. 

♦Mr.  LAMBERT:  We  have  been 
getting  the  plans  ready,  and  we  are 
prepared  to  go  on.  The  late  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  complains  that  we 
have  not  gone  on  fast  enough,  and  I  think 
I  must  leave  the  two  critics  to  answer 
one  another.  As  regards  the  question 
of  my  hon.  friend  the  Member  for  Lime- 
house,  I  am  not  very  well  acquainted 
with  the  question  of  the  Port  of  Londoil» 
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but  my  right  hon.  friend  is  on  the  Com- 
mittee which  is  dealing  with  this  very 
point,  and  I  am  sure  that  if  the  Adtnir- 
alty  by  any  means  in  their  power  can 
get  more  dock  accommodation  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  East  Coast,  they 
will  certainly  bear  in  mind  ray  hon. 
friend's  suggestion.  I  confess  I  am 
not  conversant  with  the  question  of 
the  Port  of  London,  but  I  can  assure 
the  hon.  Gentleman  that  the  suggestion 
made  here  this  afternoon  will  be  very 
sympathetically  considered  by  the  Ad- 
miralty haying  regard  to  the  various 
interests  concerned. 

Mr.  ARTHUR  LEE  (Hampshire* 
Fareham)  ^  The  Civil  Lord  has  dealt 
with  the  subject  of  Rosyth,  but  he  made 
no  reference  to  a  work  of  almost  equal 
importance  and  certainly  equal  urgency, 
and  that  is  the  new  lock  at  Portsmouth. 
He  has  told  us  that  special  arrange- 
ments will  be  made  under  the  con- 
tract for  Rosyth  by  which  to  effect  the 
completion  of  the  work  in  the  shortest 
possible  time.  The  principle,  not  by 
any  means  a  new  one,  is  to  be  followed 
of  offering  bonuses  to  the  contractors 
in  the  event  of  the  time  assigned  by  the 
Admiralty  being  shortened,  and  inflict- 
ing fines  where  it  is  exceeded.  What  I 
wish  to  ask  is  whether  a  similar  practice 
will  be  followed  in  the  case  of  Ports- 
mouth lock.  It  is  unnecessary  to  delain 
the  House  by  again  urging  the 
immense  importance  of  this  work.  The 
fact  is  tliat  the  only  available  dock  for 
the  "  Dreadnought "  is  practically  un- 
approachable at  the  present  time,  and 
will  be  until  the  new  locks  are  completed. 
I  venture  to  express  the  hope  that  the 
Admiralty  will  adopt  the  same  policy 
with  regard  to  the  work  at  Portsmouth 
which  they  have  adopted  in  reference  to 
Rosyth.  Perhaps  the  hon.  Gentleman 
will  tell  us  whether  that  is  the  case  ;  and 
whether  he  can  give  any  answer  to  the 
question  which  I  addressed  to  him  on  a 
previous  occasion  with  regard  to  the 
two  other  docks  at  Rosyth  which  arc 
marked  out  in  the  plans  which  he  has 
placed  in  the  Tea  Room  I  I  think  it 
must  be  obvious  to  anyone  who  hiis 
studied  this  problem  of  docking,  that 
long  before  the  Rosyth  works  which 
are  now  sanctioned  have  been  com- 
pleted three  extra  docks  will  be  a  neces- 


sity. I  asked  the  hon.  Gentleman  on 
a  previous  occasion  whether  he  would 
not  represent  that  matter  to  the  Admir- 
alty, in  view  of  the  fact  that  it  is  enor- 
mously cheaper  to  build  docks  all  at  one^ 
time  rather  than  spread  them  over 
several  contracts,  or  delay  and  hamper 
the  use  of  the  new  docks  while  further 
docks  are  being  built.  I  should  like  aa 
answer  to  that  point,  and  I  certainly 
hope  the  Government  will  turn  a  deaf 
ear  to  the  criticism  of  the  hon.  Member 
for  Newbury,  that  there  is  no  special 
urgency  for  this  year.  There  is  not  only 
special  urgency  for  this  year,  but  there- 
was  special  urgency  for  last  year  and 
the  year  before.  The  reason  for  urgency 
is  that  the  present  Government,  of  which 
the  hon.  Member  is  a  supporter,  Jias- 
decided  to  maintain  in  the  North  Sea 
a  fleet  of  ships  of  the  "  Dreadnought  '* 
class.  There  is  no  docking  accommo- 
dation for  that  fleet,  and  docking  accom- 
modation must  be  provided,  in  view  of 
the  fact  that  it  takes  quite  as  long  to 
build  a  dock  as  to  build  a  battleship.  The 
fact  that  the  Government  has  already 
decided  to  build  those  big  ships  makes  the 
matter  one  of  the  utmost  urgency.  I  think 
the  urgency  comes  to  be  apparent  U> 
everyone,  and  I  hope .  the  Admiralty 
will  not  be  in  the  least  deflected  from, 
their  decision,  but  will  proceed  even  now> 
at  the  eleventh  hour,  with  all  due  speed, 
disregarding  any  representations  of  the^ 
hon.  Member  opposite. 

*Mr.  LUPTON(Lincohishire,81eaford) 
said,  in  reference  to  the  answer  given 
by  the  Civil  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  as 
to  dock  accommodation  and  the  Ad- 
miralty's acting  in  conjunction  with  the 
Board  of  Trade,  that  the  fact  of 
the  hon.  Gentlemen's  not  fully  under- 
standing the  question  of  the  Port  of 
London  was  a  very  good  reason  for 
further  delay  in  proceeding  with  this 
matter,  because  it  was  one  of  the  vexed 
questions  whether  the  Thames  or  the 
Forth  was  to  be  our  great  naval  base* 
The  Thames  had  been  our  chief  naval 
base.  Now  it  was  proposed  to  remove 
it  right  away  to  the  Forth.  Surely  one 
of  the  principal  elements  in  that  decision 
was  the  suitability  of  the  Thames  lor 
deep-water  docks.  The  Civil  Lord  said 
he  really  had  not  considered  that  ques- 
tion, and  did  not  understand  it.     When 
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€.  Iran  of  his  great  capacity,  with  his 
knowledge  and  experience  of  the  work 
of  the  Admiralty,  said  he  did  not  fully 
understand  all  the  work  that  would  have 
to  be  done  in  the  Thames  in  connection 
with  this  matter,  then  it  was  safe  to  say 
that  nobody  else  did — that  it  was  a 
matter  still  to  be  thoroughly  studied, 
and  one  still  subject  to  proper  inquiry. 
He  certainly  thought,  in  these  circum- 
stances, that  to  proceed  with  the  con- 
struction of  a  new  naval  base,  before  the 
suitability  of  the  Thames  had  been 
thoroughly  threshed  out,  would  be  taking 
a  leap  in  the  dark.  He  hoped  that  the 
Admiralty  for  another  year  or  two  would 
pursue  the  policy  of  refle  tion  and  con- 
sideration— that  they  would  chew  the 
<;ud,  as  an  hon.  Member  had  remarked, 
of  wise  and  sober  reflections  for  a  year  or 
so  longer.  The  urgency  of  this  change 
of  base  to  the  River  Forth  was  not  so 
great  as  it  appeared.  It  was  quite  true  that 
the  right  hon.  Gentlemen  on  the  Front 
Opposition  Bench  had  given  the  Govern- 
ment the  very  friendly  and  patriotic 
advice  to  push  on  wuth  this  expenditure  ; 
but  he  could  not  help  seeing  that  hon. 
Oentlemen  opposite  were  exceedingly 
anxious,  as  far  as  possible,  that  this  ex- 
penditure should  be  completed  by  this 
Crovernment,  so  that  they  themselves, 
if  they  came  into  office,  w  ould  not  have 
to  find  the  money.  Hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite  thought  it  better  that  the 
present  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
should  find  the  money  for  this  great  ex- 
penditure, and  that  they  should  be 
relieved  from  finding  several  millions  to 
deal  with  Rosyth.  They  would  then  be 
able  to  show  the  country  how  much  better 
financiers  they  were  than  the  present 
Government,  and  how  they  were  able 
to  avoid  taxation.  If  th«3  Government 
followed  the  cdvice  of  hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite  the  expenditure  would  increase 
to  probably  £5,000,000.  They  had 
far  better  take  advice  from  their 
own  supporters,  from  those  who  would 
and  could  keep  them  in  office  for 
a  very  long  time  if  they  chose,  than 
from  gentlemen  opposite  who  would 
turn  them  out  at  the  first  opportunity. 
It  was  proposed  to  place  these  new 
•docks  where  there  was  alt^jrnating  mud 
and  rock.  He  had  himself  had  some 
experience  of  mud  and,  of  rock.  He 
oould  build  on  mud,  and  he  could  build 
J/r.  Zupion. 


on  rock,  but  he  could  not  build  on  half 
mud  and  half  rook,  and  the  man  who 
tried  to  do  so  would  find  that  bis  build- 
ing would  come  to  grief.  He  thought 
the  contractor  would  be  very  careful, 
if  he  was  to  be  put  under  penalties  and 
a  ^ime  limit,  to  include  in  his  contract 
a  great  many  provisions  for  extras  in 
case  of  the  foundations  subsiding,  and 
he  had  to  carry  out  the  drawings  sub- 
mitted to  him.  This  was  a  very  small 
sum  of  £30,000,  and  if  it  were  only  that 
perhaps  it  would  not  be  worth  while  to 
say  30,000  woras  about  it.  But  if  they 
let  the  contract  and  if  they  followed 
the  advice  of  the  Front  Opposition 
Bench,  they  would  stand  committed 
to  an  expenditure  of  £3,000,000.  He 
made  the  practical  suggestion  that 
they  should  not  let  the  contract  at  all, 
but  that  the  Admiralty  should  proceed 
with  the  work  in  the  same  way  as 
works  were  proceeded  with  by  the 
County  Council  in  London,  namely, 
under  an  official  who  would  employ 
men  and  buy  material  as  it  was  wanted. 
If  difficulties  arose  when  the  work  was 
started  in  the  northern  river  they  could 
stop  it,  and,  with  a  little  reflection,  find 
whether  the  money  could  not  be  spent 
in  other  ways.  They  should  not  be  in 
a  hurry.  If  once  they  let  the  contract 
the}'  would  be  in  for  it,  and  they  would 
be  "^  actually  voting  £3,000,000,  which 
he  ventured  to  think  would  be  a  great 
misfortune.  Perhaps  they  would  get 
a  white  elephant,  or  worse  than  a  white 
elephant.  The  hon.  Member  for  Fareham 
had  said  the  other  day  that  there  was  to 
be  a  great  dock  at  Rosyth,  and  one  of  the 
advantages  of  the  situation  was  that  it 
was  not  so  far  from  Glasgow,  and  that 
it  could  be  connected  with  that  city  by 
canal.  Everybody  who  had  heard  any- 
thing of  engineering  had  heard  of  a  ship 
canal  between  the  Forth  and  the  Clyde 
all  his  life.  It  was  a  very  ancient 
project,  hardly  revived  but  to  be  dis- 
missed because  of  the  immense  cost. 
Anyone  who  knew  the  ground  was  aware 
that  they  had  to  cut  through  a  level 
very  nearly  160  feet  above  the  sea. 
There  were  two  t}7)es  of  canal,  one  with 
locks  and  the  other  on  the  sea  level. 
The  latter  was  the  only  suitable  kind  of 
canal  to  let  the  British  Navy  through — 
big  ships  and  little  ships.  He  did  not 
think  a  lock  canal  would  be  a  good  thing. 
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How  much  less  than  £100,000,000  would 
a  canal  from  Grangemouth  to  Glasgow 
cost  ?  Rather  than  spend  that  in  order 
to  have  the  canal  for  possible  problematic 
use  at  some  future  date  would  it  not  be 
better  to  have  the  interest  on  the  money 
— say,  £4,000,000  a  year — spent  on  the 
Navy  ?  They  might  dismiss  that  ship 
canal.  The  Royal  Commission  had  a 
scheme  for  a  lock  canal,  but  it  was  only 
for  merchant  ships.  If  they  had  a  lock 
canal  to  take  "  Dreadnoughts,"  the 
cost  would  approach  £50,000,000.  The 
Manchester  Ship  Canal  was  no  longer, 
if  as  long,  and  had  no  great  works,  and 
yet  it  had  cost  nearly  £25,000,000.  If 
Rosyth  was  selected  because  it  was  a 
suitable  place  for  connecting  by  canal 
with  Glasgow,  let  the  House  pause  be- 
fore it  entered  on  a  scheme  which  was 
certain  to  cost  before  it  was  finished, 
£100,000,000.  He  thought  he  had  sug- 
gested reasons  why  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty  should  pause  before  he  took 
a  step  on  the  road  to  ruin.  Surely  on 
the  East  Coast  facilities  could  be  got  at 
a  much  cheap sr  price  than  they  were 
now  proposing.  The  Great  Central  Rail- 
way Company  were  building  a  great 
dock  at  Grimsby.  Had  the  Admiralty 
approached  them  and  considered  what 
the  extra  cost  would  be  of  making  that 
dock  suitable  for  "  Dreadnoughts  "  and 
putting  in  one  or  two  graving  docks  ? 
They  would  find  it  very  much  cheaper 
than  going  up  to  the  Forth.  Then  there 
was  the  Tyne.  He  understood  there 
was  a  dock  in  the  Tyne  that  would  take 
a  "Dreadnought."  The  object  of 
special  dock  accommodation  was  to  get 
a  dock  which  would  take  a  ship  at  all 
stages  of  the  tide.  Was  it  absolutely 
essential  to  spend  all  this  money  to  get  in 
ships  at  all  stages  of  the  tide  1  The  only 
objection  to  Sheerness  and  the  Med  way 
was  that  ships  could  only  be  got  in  at 
a  certain  state  of  the  tide.  Quite  apart 
from  expense  it  would  be  a  strategical 
mistake  to  move  our  Naval  base  from 
Chatham  to  Rosyth.  London  was  really 
the  heart  of  the  Empire.  So  long  as  Lon- 
don was  safe  the  country  and  the  Empire 
were  safe.  They  were  going  to  move  the 
Naval  base  away  from  London  and  close 
the  establishments  at  Chatham  and  Sheer- 
ness— they  were  not  going  to  keep  estab- 
lishments idle  at  great  expense — for 
liondon  was  going  to  be  protected  from 
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Rosyth.  London  could  be  as  well  pro- 
tected from  Portsmouth  as  from  Rosyth. 
Th«y  had  to  consider  the  moral  effect 
on  the  nation.  All  these  preparations 
were  for  the  supremely  unlikely  event, 
which  he  believed  would  never  occur, 
of  some  nation  in  the  North  Sea  wishing 
to  attack  us.  They  were  going  to  sail 
down  and  shell  the  City  of  London, 
and  it  would  be  said  they  could  not 
do  that  because  there  was  a  Fleet 
500  miles  away  in  Rosyth.  Would  that 
calm  the  public  mind,  or  would  the  First 
I^rd  immediately  telegraph  to  Rosjrth 
to  send  the  Fleet  to  the  Thames  because 
London  was  in  a  fimk  ?  London  would 
naturally  be  in  a  funk  if  the  great  Fleet, 
for  which  it  had  paid  so  many  millions, 
was  not  there.  What  would  happen 
would  be  that  the  Fleet  would  be  divided, 
just  as  in  the  Russo-Japanese  War 
the  Russian  Fleet  was  destroyed  because 
it  was  in  four  parts,  one  at  Vladivostock, 
one  at  Port  Arthur,  one  in  the  Black 
Sea,  and  the  other  at  St.  Petersburg. 
The  Japanese  Fleet  destroyed  them 
all  in  detail,  one  by  one,  though 
it  was  inferior  to  the  whole  Russian 
Navy  if  concentrated  in  one  Fleet. 
That  was  very  likely  what  would 
happen  to  us  if  a  great  part  of  our 
Fleet  was  moved  away  from  Rosyth. 
A  powerful,  fierce,  and  clever  foe, 
with  the  biggest  ships  and  guns  and  the 
best  men,  would  sail  for  the  Forth  and 
find  our  Fleet  at  Rosyth.  It  must  either 
keep  under  the  guns  of  the  forts  or  go  out 
and  fight,  and  then  it  would  meet  the 
whole  of  the  enemy's  fleet  in  the  Forth 
and,  as  the  part  was  less  than  the  whole, 
so  our  Fleet  would  be  destroyed  by 
this  enormous  German  Fleet  which 
was  going  to  crush  us,  because  the 
greater  part  of  our  Fleet  was  in  the 
Thames,  or  at  Portsmouth,  or  Plymouth, 
or  in  the  Mediterranean  or  the  Irish 
Channel.  It  seemed  to  him  that  they  were 
just  paving  the  way  for  destruction. 
Let  them  take  the  alternative  and 
suppose  the  biggest  part  of  the  Fleet 
was  at  Rosyth  and  the  rest  at  the 
Nore.  Down  came  the  German  Fleet 
to  attack  us  at  the  entrance  of 
the  Thames.  He  took  it  they 
would  go  out  to  fight.  We  had  not 
learnt  the  lesson  of  cowardice  yet. 
When  they  went  out  they  would  find 
the  whole   German   Fleet  coming  upcm 
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them.  Could  anything  be  more  absurd 
or  a  more  reckless  waste  of  money 
than  this  partition  of  the  Fleet  by 
building  a  new  base  ftt  Rosyth  ? 
He  had  listened  with  such  ears  as  he 
possessed,  but  had  found  no  argument 
in  favour  of  this  change  of  base.  The 
only  argument  was  that  we  were 
going  to  have  more  "Dreadnoughts" 
than  docks,  but  that  was  no  reason 
for  changing  the  base.  He  had  heard 
the  suggestion  from  the  Civil  Lord  that 
there  was  some  difficulty  in  dredging 
the  Medway,  Was  that  all  ?  He  most 
solemnly  and  sincerely  advised  the  Gov- 
ernment as  one  of  their  friends,  not 
orife  of  those  who  wished  to  see  them 
done  for  and  ruined  and  turned  out  of 
office  because  they  were  extravagant 
when  they  had  said  they  would  be 
■economical,  to  reconsider  their  decision. 
It  was  said  that  the  Scottish  came  down 
south  and  got  most  of  the  good  things, 
and  now  they  were  going  to  get  the 
naval  base.  With  regard  to  the  dredg- 
ing  of   the    Medway,    they   might   get 

•  reports  and  estimates  from  engineering 
&ms,  as  to  whether  the  running  in  of 
the  sides  of  the  dredged  channel  could 
be  averted  by  making  the  slopes  of  the 
•dredged  channel  a  little  more  gentle. 
He  did  not  pretend  to  possess  the  know- 
ledge of  an  engineer  who  had  specially 
43tudied  the  bearings  of  the  question,  and 
it  might  be  that  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man had  other  information  on  the  sub- 
ject, but  he  had  looked  at  the  map,  and 
the  appearance  on  the  map  was  of  a  wide 

"waterway  where  it  would  be  possible 
to  get  a  gradual  slope,  and  they  all  knew 
that  there  was  an  angle  at  which  most 
sorts  of  mud  would  not  run.     If  they 

-could  dredge  the  channel  they  would 
save  many  millions  of  money  by  utilising 
the  old  docks  and  the  old  establishments, 
and  what  he  thought  was  more  impor- 
tant stiU,  they  would   keep   our   forces 

more  concentrated.  They  did  not  know 
that    it    was    Germany — it    might    be 

France  or  a  combination  of  Mediterranean 
Powers  with  France,  that  was  going  to 

Attack  us.  How  did  they  know  ?  Yet 
they  were  going  to  send  the  Fleet  right 

away  to  Rosyth  to  resist  an  invasion  that 
might  come  from  France.  They  knew 
very  well  that  Germany  had  never 
attacked  us.  We  had  never  been  at 
war   with    Germany.     She   had   always 

Mr,  Lupion, 


been  our  ally.    He  himself,  although  for 
the  sake  of  argument  he  had  adopted 
the    hypothesis   of   a    mighty    German 
fleet,  did    not    believe  in  its  existence 
either    now    or    in     ten     years    time. 
We  wished  to  be  friends  with  France, 
but    we    had    not    always     been     so, 
unfortunately,   and  we   were   far  more 
likely    to    come     into     collision    with 
France  than  with  Germany.    But  it  was 
proposed   to   establish  a  naval  base  at 
Rosjrth,  far  away  from  the  South  Coast, 
because  certain  newspaper  writers  had 
tried    to    get   up    a    scare.      Let    this 
expense    be    incurred,    if    at    all,    by 
people    who     honestly    and     sincerely 
believed,    as    Gentlemen    opposite    did, 
that    the    scheme    was    necessary   for 
the  Navy.    Ministers,  whilst  they  were 
going  to  do  it,  were  doing  it  in  a  sort  of 
half-hearted  way.     They  thought  it  was 
a  thing  that  had  to  be  done,  but  were 
very  sorry  for  it,  and  did  not  quite  like 
it.    But  Gentlemen  opposite  would  do 
it  gaily  and  gladly.     The  more  millions 
they   spent    the   more   they   would  be 
pleased,    while   the    more    the    present 
Grovemment    spent,    the     worse     their 
supporters     would    be    pleased.       He 
asked    them,    before    they    abandoned, 
the   Thames  and  the   Medway,   to  let 
their  supporters  have  the  advantage  of 
seeing  some  Reports  on  the  question,  by 
which  they  might  know  whether  it  was 
true  or  not — he  had  been  told  it  was  not 
true  —  that    there    was     difficulty    in 
making     good    waterways,    and     deep 
water     docks,    at     all     states    of    the 
tide.    He  earnestly  hoped  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  would  not  let  the  contract 
for     Rosyth,     but     would     hold     his 
hand   and    obtain    reports    from    civil 
engineers,  and  consider  whether  it  was 
safe  or  not  to  divide  the  Fleet,  because 
that  could  only  be  done  on  the  hypothesis 
that  we  had  a  superabundant  strength 
— more  than  enough  for  any  reasonable 
purpose.    If  we  had  such  superabundant 
strength,  perhaps  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man, before  starting  on  Rosyth  would 
alter   his   shipbuilding  programme   and 
reduce  his  other  expenses  to  some  reason- 
able limit.     It  had  been  said  thatRosvth 
was   f^dopted  as  a  base  for  strategical 
reasons.    How  could  they  formulate   a 
plan  of  strategy  before  they  knew  their 
enemy?      He     asked     the     right    hon. 
Gentleman   to    hold  his  hand   at  least 
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for  another  year.  If  the  Opposition 
next  year  abused  him,  he  did  not  need 
to  trouble,  because  they  would  abuse 
him  whatever  he  did. 

Mr.  MUNRO  FERGUSON  (Leith 
Burghs)  said  he  hoped  the  advice  which 
had  been  given  by  the  hon.  Member 
for  Sleaford  would  not  carry  weight  on  the 
liCnisterial  side  of  the  House.  It  might 
be  possible  to  save  a  million  or  two  for 
some  years  by  the  postponement  of 
these  works,  but  that  policy  would  be 
accompanied  by  a  growing  public  danger. 
Not  only  expert  opinion,  but  the  coimtry 
at  large,  had  determined  that  a  strategical 
port  in  the  North  Sea  was  necessary, 
and  ought  to  be  constructed  without  any 
undue  delay.  He  was  glad  to  hear 
that  the  time  fixed  for  the  execution  of 
the  works  at  Rosyth  had  been  expedited, 
and  that  they  were  likely  to  be  completed 
in  seven  years  instead  of  ten.  There 
was  no  part  of  Admiralty  policy  which 
required  to  be  pushed  forward  so  much 
as  the  completion  of  this  undertaking 
at  Rosyth.  If  London  or  the  Empire 
was  to  be  defended  from  the  North  Sea, 
it  could  only  be  done  with  a  naval  base 
on  the  East  Coast.  He  cared  very  little 
where  the  site  was,  but  it  had  now  been 
settled  and  he  hoped  no  further  delay 
would  arise  in  the  carrying  out  of  the 
works.  In  the  past,  investigations  had 
been  carried  out  at  Rosyth  in  a  somewhat 
leisurely  fashion,  but  he  understood 
that  they  had  now  been  concluded.  He 
felt  sure  that  the  Admiralty  had  been 
well  advised  in  securing  that  the  work 
should  not  be  begim  except  under  the 
most  favourable  conditions. 

Sir  F.  BANBURY  (City  of  London) 
said  the  hon.  Member  for  Sleaford  had 
stated  the  Government  had  been  extra- 
vagant, although  they  promised  to  be 
economical,  and  he  quite  agreed  with 
hiVn.  The  hon.  Member  had  also  advised 
the  Admiralty  to  follow  the  example 
of  the  Works  Department  of  the  London 
Coimty  Council,  and  send  down  a  certain 
number  of  men  headed  by  an  officer, 
who  should  buy  materials  and  employ 
men,  and  after  enough  money  had  been 
spent  the  men  were  to  do  nothing. 
^-  • 

X  Mr.  LUPTOX  said  he  did  not  say  they 
were    to    do-nothing.     What    he  _said 


was  that  they  should  be  set  upon  other 
work. 

Sir  F.  BANBURY  asked  where  would 
the  other  work  be  found  ?  He  had  listened 
with  interest  to  the  speech  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  King's  Lynn,  who  had  stated 
that  in  his  opinion  it  was  a  mistake  to 
spend  money  upon  fortifications  because 
the  money  would  be  better  spent  upon 
ships.  He  believed,  however,  that  the 
balance  of  opinion  was  that  these  dock- 
yards were  necessary,  and  that  they 
should  be  completed  as  soon  as  possible. 
To  buy  a  site,  spend  money  upon  it> 
and  then  stop,  could  only  result  in 
obtaining  no  advantage  for  the 
money  spent.  That  was  a  most 
uneconomical  proceeding.  He  hoped 
matters  would  be  so  arranged  that 
instead  of  taking  seven  years,  the  docks 
would  be  finished  in  four  years.  The 
remarks  made  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
Limehouse  about  London  and  the  Thames 
appeared  to  have  been  misunderstood. 
His  hon.  friend  was  not  suggesting  large 
docks  that  would  take  a  "  Dreadnought," 
but  merely  advocating  that  certain  work 
should  be  given  to  the  Thames  Ship- 
building Company,  and  that  had  nothing 
whatever  to  do  with  the  completion  of 
the  work  at  Rosyth.  He  wished  to  ask 
whether  the  Government  could  give  to 
the  House  any  information  about  the 
docks  at  Gibraltar.  Not  many  years 
ago,  they  used  to  have  interesting 
discussions  upon  those  docks,  and  the 
predecessor  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Bang's  Lynn  used^  to  speak  by  the 
hour  on  them.  They  had  heard 
nothing  about  them  in  this  debate,  and 
although  Gibraltar  appeared  in  the 
Estimates,  nothing  like  full  information 
was  given.  He  would  like  to  know 
whether  those  works  had  fulfilled  the 
expectations  of  the  Admiralty.  He 
understood  from  what  the  hon.  Member 
for  King's  Lynn  said,  that  repairs  could 
not  be  done  at  either  Gibraltar  or  Malta, 

Mr.  BELLAIRS  :    Large  repairs. 

Sir  F.  BANBURY  said  it  seemed  to 
him  that  the  money  which  had  been  spent 
at  Gibraltar  had  been  wasted  if  the  ships 
had  to  be  brought  home  for  large  repairs. 
The  idcA  of  a  dock  at  Malta  was  that 
it  should  be  capable  of  taking  the  largest 
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vessels,  and  he  would  like  to  hear  from 
the  Admiralty  what  answer  they  had 
to  give  to  the  criticisms  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  King's  Lynn  upon  this 
point. 

♦Mr.  LAMBERT:  I  assume  that  the 
hon.    Baronet    opposite    refers    to    the 
Loan  works   at  Gibraltar.     All  that  has 
been   completed   and   there   are  only  in 
this  Vote  small  items  such  as  dredguig. 
There  are  two  docks  at  Gibraltar  capable 
of  taking  a  vessel  of  the  "  Dreadnought  " 
type.     I     understand     that     the     point 
raised  by  the  hon.   Member  for  Lime- 
house  was  not  an  alternative  to  Rosyth, 
but   something   additional.     I   can   pro- 
mise him  that  his  point  will  have  the 
consideration  of  the  Admiralty.     As  an 
alternative  to  Rosyth,  what  he  suggested 
is  impossible,  because  we  could  not  get 
up  the  Thames.     The  hon.  Member  for 
Fareham  asked  me  if  the  new  lock  at 
Portsmouth  could  be  expedited.     I  can 
assure  him  that  we  realise  very  deeply 
the  inconvenience   that  will   be   caused 
at     Portsmouth     while     this     lock      is 
being    made,   and  we    shall  take  every 
means     in      our     power     to     expedite 
the  work.     I  may  say  that  it  is  to  the 
contractors'  benefit  to  finish  the  work  as 
soon  as  possible,  because  the  Admiralty 
only    pay    for    work    completed.     With 
regard   to   additional   docks  at  Rosyth, 
we   are   now   considering   whether   it  is 
wise  to   put  into  the   main   contract  a 
provision  asking  for  alternative  tenders, 
so  that  if  required  those  docks  could  be 
carried  out  by  the  same  contractor.     I 
have  been  asked  whether  double  docks 
long  enough   for  two   "  Dreadnoughts " 
can  be  mado  at  Rosyth.     I  am  told  that 
such  a  dock  woidd  necessitate  having  an 
entrance  at  both  ends  and  that  is  im- 
possible at  Rosyth.     Otherwise  you  have 
to  take  out  the  ship  nearest  the  basin 
before  the  ship  inside  can  be  taken  out. 
That   miiiht  lead  to  considerable   delay, 
and  I  am    informed   that   this    practice 
has  not  been  adopted  except  in  the  case 
of    very    small    ships.      It    is    essential, 
if    you    put    two    ships    in    one    dock, 
that     you    shouhl    have     an     entrance 
at   both    ends    so   that  the   ship  which 
i  s  ready  should  be  able  to  come  out  at 
once.     I  w^ould  ask   the  House  to  let  us 
have  this  Vote  now. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Sir  F.  Banhurn, 


SUPPLY  [llTH  March]  REPORT. 
Resolution  reported ; 

ARMY  ESTIMATES.  1908-9. 

"  That  a  number  of  Land  Forces,  do( 
exceeding  185,000,  all  ranks,  be  main- 
tained for  the  Service  of  the  United 
Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  at 
Home  and  Abroad,  excluding  Uii 
Majesty's  Indian  Possessions,  during  the 
year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  Aurcfa, 
1909." 

Resolution  read  a  second  time. 

I  Mr.  LUTTRELL  (Devonshire,  Tavi- 
stock) said  he  would  move  to  reduce  tfce 
Vote  by  10,000  men  and  thus  afiord  as 
opportunity  for  speaking  to  those  hon. 
Members  who  were  not  able  to-  speak 
last  week  in  Committee,  amongst  the 
number  being  no  less  a  personage  than  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War.  He  hoped  that 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would  be  able  to 
give  a  satisfactory  answer  on  this  sub- 
ject. He  himself,  and  others,  felt  that 
the  Army  was  in  excess  of  our  require- 
ments. If  it  were  necessary  to  have  an 
Army  able  to  attack  foreign  countiies 
it  might  be  any  size,  but  if  it  was  only  to 
be  a  defensive  Army,  it  was  &r  too  luge. 
Last  week  he  had  compared  our  Army  of 
to-day  with  that  of  1895-6  when  we 
had  not  begun  to  make  preparations  for 
the  war  in  South  Africa.  The  Army  in 
1895  was  looked  upon  as  adequate  for  the 
defensive  purposes  of  the  Empire,  and  he 
could  not  imagine  why  a  like  force  waa 
not  adequate  now.  He  found  that  since 
the  year  1895-6  there  had  been  an  in- 
crease of  no  fewer  than  14,000  men  in  the 
Home  Army.  In  1895-6  the  Home 
Army  consisted  of  116,153,  and  now  it 
consisted  of  130,148.  That  was  an 
immense  increase,  and  many  hon. 
Members  did  not  see  any  reason  for 
it.  We  were  to  have  a  striking 
force  of  160,000  men.  He  and  hia 
friends  could  not  see  what  justifica- 
tion there  was  for  putting  the  country  to 
the  expense  of  keeping  such  a  large 
I  expeditionary  force.  The  Secretary  of 
I  State  for  War  had  stated  that  in  these 
I  questions  he  was  dependent  upon  the 
policy  of  the  Grovemment.  The  policy  of 
'  the  Grovernment  was  a  policy  of  peace. 
The  Prime  Minister,  the  Foreign  Secre- 
tary, and  he  thought  he  might  say  the 
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Secretary  of  State  for  India,  judging 
from  the  spseches  they  had  made,  would 
all  be  in  favour  of  a  smaller  expeditionary 
force  than  we  had  now.  It  was  well 
know  that  the  Prime  Minister  over  and 
over  again  before  the  General  Election 
made  statements  accusing  the  Con- 
servative Government  of  putting  the 
country  to  great  expense.  He  could  give 
several  quotations  from  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman's  speeches  to  that  effect. 
The  Foreign  Secretary,  speaking  five 
years  ago,  laid  it  down  that  an  ex- 
peditionary force  of  80,000  would,  in  his 
opinion,  be  sufficient ;  he  even  went  so 
far  as  to  say  that  40,000  would  be  suffi- 
cient. The  Foreign  Secretary  was  largely 
responsible  for  the  foreign  policy  of  the 
country.  What  had  taken  place  in  these 
five  years  to  make  it  necessary  to  keep 
more  than  double  the  force  which  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  then  thought 
would  be  sufficient  ?  The  Secretary 
of  State  for  War  might  say  that, 
although  we  had  this  force,  it  was 
not  in  reality  one  which  was  putting 
the  country  to  any  great  expense,  because 
onder  the  Cardwell  system  if  we  had 
troops  abroad  we  shoidd  have  the  same 
number  at  home.  Why  was  it  necessary 
to  keep  80  many  troops  abroad  ?  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  was  bringing  back 
fiom  South  Africa  four  battalions  of 
infantry  and  one  regiment  of  cavalry, 
and  we  should  then  have  seventy-four 
battalions  at  home  and  seventy-four 
battalions  abroad.  He  and  his  friends 
contended  that  seventy-four  battalions 
abroad  was  too  great  a  number.  If  we 
did  not  require  them  abroad,  then  we  did 
not  require  a  like  number  at  home. 
The  increase  abroad  as  well  as  at  home 
bad  been  considerable.  In  1895-6  there 
were  in  Africa,  4,888  men,  not  counting 
temporary  contingents  of  1,066  men  in 
West  Africa  ;  to-day  there  were  20,173. 
He  could  not  see  why  there  should  have 
been  such  an  immense  increase.  It  might 
be  said  that  immediately  before  or  after 
the  Boer  War  such  a  force  was  necessary, 
but  now  that  the  people  were  settled 
there  the  taxpayers  ought  not  to 
be  put  to  the  great  expense  in- 
volved. The  bringing  home  of  four 
battalions  of  infantry  and  one  regiment 
of  cavalry  would  only  be  a  small  saving. 
If  we  were  keeping  an  excessive  number 
of  men  in  South  Africa  it  was  wasteful 


extravagance.  In  Asia,  exclusive  of 
India,  we  had  in  1895-6  6,300  men ; 
to-day  we  had  9,735,  an  increase  ,of 
3,405.  In  the  Mediterranean  the  number 
had  decreased  from  14,451  to  11,479, 
but  in  Eg3rpt  the  number  had  increased 
fromt4,267  to  5,771,  an  increase  of  1,504. 
He  thought  we  were  keeping  too  many 
men  in  India.  If  during  the  Boer  War 
we  could  protect  India  with  63,000,  why 
not  now  ?  If  ever  there  was  a  dangerous 
time  in  India  it  was  then.  Our  Army 
in  India  was  not  used  for  aggressive 
purposes.  The  words  of  the  Secreta:y 
of  State  forWar  bore  out  that  proposition. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  said  the  other 
day  that  the  British  Army  in  India  was 
not  an  Army  for  aggressive  purposes,  but 
only  for  the  purpose  of  maintaining 
internal  order.  What  was  the  use  of 
spending  money  in  India  on  education 
and  in  improving  railway  communic::* 
tion,  if  we  had  to  keep  the  people  down 
with  a  larger  number  of  troops  than 
before  ?  Our  policy  in  India  should 
have  the  effect  of  enabling  us  to  reduce 
rather  than  increase  the  force.  There 
had  been  an  increase  in  India  since  1895-6 
from  73,168  to  76,155.  Since  1895-6 
there  had  been  an  increase  in  all  of 
29,466  men.  He  thought  he  was  making 
a  very  moderate  request  when  he  asked 
the  Government  to  knock  off  10,000  men. 
He  begged  to  move. 

Mr.  HART-DAVIES  (Hackney,  N.) 
who  was  indistinctly  heard  seconded  the 
Amendment.  He  said  he  fully  recog- 
nised that  we  ought  to  have  a  strong 
Navy  because  it  was  our  all  in  all.  The 
cost  of  the  Navy  was  necessarily  very 
considerable,  but  he  thought  we  could 
hardly  afford  to  have  an  overwhelming' 
Army  and  an  expensive  Navy.  He 
had  no  doubt  that  after  a  few  years 
the  Navy  Estimates  would  be  over 
£50,000,000.  He  asked  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  whether  he  had  ever  seriously 
considered  the  question  of  solving  the 
diflftculty  by  reviving  the  long  service 
system  ?  He  hoped  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  an  altogether  open  mind 
and  would  approach  the  problem  as  it  really 
existed,  and  not  with  the  eyes  of  people 
who  had  grown  up  under  different  cir- 
cumstances than  now  existed  A  different 
system  existed  in  Europe  now  as  compared 
with  years  ago.    The  situation  in  India 
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Iiad  changed.  There  were  lailwajB  all 
over  that  great  continent  now  and  sta- 
tions where  white  men  could  live,  and 
even  in  Beloochistan  Colonies  might  be 
founded.  He,  therefore,  could  not  see 
in  the  least  why  they  should  not  go  back 
to  the  old  system  and  allow  India  to  took 
after  her  own  Army,  to  recruit  her  own 
Army,  and  to  maintain  and  pay  for  it. 
The  problem  would  be  extremely  simple, 
and  they  would  be  able  to  cut  down  the 
Army  to  a  small  highly-trained  force 
which,  with  the  Volunteers,  would  be 
sufficient  to  defend  this  country.  In 
that  way  a  saving  of  £13,000,000  or 
£14,000,000  might  be  effected.  They 
would  then  be  able  to  introduce  such 
economies  as  would  enable  the  (Jovem- 
ment  to  carry  out  those  social  reforms 
which  were  always  dangled  before  the 
people  but  never  carried  out  for  want  of 
n^oney. 

Amendment  proposed — 

**  To  leave  out  *  185,000/  and  insert  *  176,009,' 
—{ilfr.  /'WrtreW)— instead  of." 

Question   proposed,    ''That  *  185,000  ' 
stand  part  of  the  said  Resolution." 


Rtport, 


m. 


*Mr.  ARTHUR  LEE  (Hampshire,  Fare- 
ham)  :  I  do  not  rise  to  support  the 
Motion  proposed  by  the  hon.  Member 
for  Tavistock,  and  seconded  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  Hackney.  Their  desire  is 
to  reduce  the  strength  of  the-  Regular 
Army ;  I  desire  to  prevent  its  being 
reduced.  I  believe  that  reduction  has 
already  gone  too  far.  The  hon.  Member 
for  Hackney  says  that  we  are  being  bled 
wlxite  by  the  expenditure  on  our  defence 
forces,  but  I  ask  him  what  colour 
we  would  be  bled  if  ever  our  coimtry 
were  successfully  invaded,  and  we  had 
not  sufficient  defences  by  sea  and  land 
to  resist  such  an  invasion. 

Mr.  HART-DAVIES  :  I  said  nothing 
about  the  Navy. 

♦Me.  ARTHUR  LEE  :  I  know  that  the 
Navy  is  not  on  this  Vote,  and  that  it 
would  not  be  in  order  to  refer  to  it  on 
this  occasion.  Therefore,  I  turn  to  other 
matters  more  strictly  relevant  to  the 
Vote  now  under  discussion.  I  wish 
to  address  my  remarks  almost  entirely 
to  the  question  of  artiller}',  and  to  deal 
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with  the  contemplated  reduction  of  the 
artillery  of  the  Regular  Army,  saui  icy 
the  effect  that  would  have  on  our  whole 
war  efficiency.      The    right    hon.    Gen- 
tleman has  told  us  that  whilst  he  has  not 
yet  carried  out  the  proposed  reduction  of 
the  Royal  Field  Artillery  by  2,400  men, 
he  intended  to  reduce  it  by  that  number 
as  soon  as  their  places  could  be  taken 
by  the   Special   Reserve.     He  is  going 
to    take    thirty-three    batteries    of   the 
Royal  Field  Artillery  and  reduce  them 
to  a  two-gun  basis ;   that  is,  he  is  going: 
largely  to  deplete  their  ranks,  by  some- 
thing  like    seventy   men    per    battery. 
These  batteries  are  then  to  be  used  for 
training  depots   and    the  places  of  the 
di'^banded     men      are     to     be      filled 
temporarily  by  Special  Reservists,  who 
are  to  be  taken  at  the  age  of  seventeen, 
and  who  may  or  may  not  have  done 
six  months  service  in  those  instructional 
batteries.     What  will  be  the  effect  of 
this  proposal  on  our  available  artillery 
forces  at  home  ?    We    shall  have    left,, 
apart  from  the  artillery  of  the  Territorial 
Force    and  o!  tho  expeditionary  force, 
only     forty-one     batteries    of     Regular 
artillery.      Eight     of     these      batteries 
will     be     horse     batteries,     and     these 
the    right    hon.    Gentleman    does    not 
propose  to  touch.     But  the   remaining 
thirty-three    batteries    he    is    going    to- 
eviscerate  in  such  a  manner  that  th«r 
efficiency  for  the  purposes  of  any  serious- 
warfare  will  be  reduced  to  a  vanishing 
point.    His  intention  is  to  reduce  those 
batteries  to  a  two-gun  basis,  with  only 
one-third    or    one-quarter    of     Regular 
troops.       The  Under-Seicretary  for  War 
in  another  place  last  year  gave  an  imder- 
taking  that — 

*'  We  shall  not  reduce  any  Regular  artillerj 
before  we  have  an  adequate  number  of  SpeoiaJ 
Reservists  to  take  their  place." 

He  added  this  year — 
'*  We  are  living  up  to  that  undertaking." 

But  whilst  these  2,400  men  have  not  yet 
been  actually  disbanded  thejr  are  under 
suspended  sentence  of  dismissal  But 
whether  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  plan 
is  good  or  not,  I  say  that  these  batteries 
can  never  be  regarded  as  efficient  by 
filling  them  up  with  lads  of  seventeen 
years  of  age  and  of  no  training.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  is  merely 
wrecking  the  efficiency  of  the  batteries 
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by.  attempting     to     cany      out     auy 
such     proposal.       A     very     interesting 
speech  was  made  two  days  ago  by  Lord 
Wynford,     who    had     served    in     the 
Regular    Artillery,   and,   therefore,    had 
had  practical  experience,  in  the  course  of 
whi(^   his    Lordship    pointed    out   that 
four  or  five  untrained  men  in  a  battery 
of  artillery  could  not  do  the  work  of 
one  trained  man.      So   far   as    fighting 
eflSciency      is       concerned       the      one 
man  could  not  be  replaced  by  a  large 
number     of     men   who   did   not   know 
their  duties.     Therefore,  I  urge  on  the 
House  that  if  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
decides  on  this  plan  of  filling  up  the 
sixty-six  batteries  that  are  to  form  part 
of  his  expeditionary    force,    with   these 
Special  Reservists,  well  and  good.    He  will 
have  strengthened  the  available  artillery 
for  his  expeditionary   force  if  necessity 
arises  ;      but   as   regards   the   batteries 
left  behind  which  are  to  form  the  back- 
bone of  the  defence  of  this  country,  let 
him  retain  the  2,400  trained  men  whom 
he  proposes  to  get  rid  of,  and  divide  them 
up    amongst  the  instructional  batteries 
so   as   to   give   them   a  more   adequate 
stiffening  of  Regular  gunners.     Further, 
as  a  result  of  that,  let  him  raise  the 
peace  establishment  of   the  thirty-three 
home     batteries     to     four    guns    each. 
If      these      batteries     are      raised     to 
that    strength    and    the    proportion    of 
Regular  gunners  is  increased,  I  beheve 
that,  while  not   nearly   as    efficient   as 
Regular  batteries,   they  will   be  readily 
capable    of    being    brought    up  to  full 
strength  and  of  becoming  efficient  fight- 
ing machines.      I    am    not   giving   my 
own   opinion    merely.     The   right   hon. 
Gtentleman   the    Secretary    for    War   is 
aware   of   the   advice   which   has   been 
given  by  our  greatest  living  soldier,  who 
himself  is  an  artilleryman  and  who  has 
given  the  whole  of  his  adult  life  to  the 
study  of  war.     The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man smiles  at  I^ord  Roberts,  but  after 
all  we  attach  more  importance   to   the 
opinions   of   Lord   Roberts  than  to  the 
opinions  of   the   right  hon.    Gentleman 
on   military  matters.     I    am    sure  that 
the    right    hon.     Gentleman    will    not 
belittle   the   experience   of   the   gallant 
Field-Marshal,  or,  as  did  one  of  his  sup- 
porters the  other  day,   impute    to  the 
gallant    Field-Marshal     any     unworthy 
motive,    political    or    otherwise.    Lord 


Roberts   said   that  to   eviscerate  these 
thirty-three  batterie  ^  in  the  manner  pro- 
posed "was  an  extraordinary  waste  of 
good    material"    and    he   urged    very 
strongly  that  the  whole  of  the  thirty- 
three    batteries    and    the   eight    Horse 
Artillery    batteries    should  be   kept  on 
a  reduced  peace  footing,    perhaps    but 
a)   Regular   and   effiient    batteries    to 
be  used  in  the   event  of  an  invasion. 
I    suppose    it    is    useless    to    urge    on 
the    right     hon.    Gentleman     to    take 
thought  again,  because  h3  told  us  that 
he  was  determined  to  go  on  with  this 
scheme,   which,  I  believe  can  only  lead 
to  disaster.     But   that  after   all  is  his 
aflfair.      We  beheve,  and  I  speak  for  all 
artillery  officers  whom  I  have  been  able 
to  consult,  that  more  Regular  artillery 
is  absolutely  essential.     We  beheve  that 
the  Austrians  have,  after  all,  got  the  right 
idea  in  this  matter.    I  understand  that  in 
Austria,  after  careful  consideration  it  has 
been  decided  that  it  is  necessary  to  give 
nothing    but    Regular    artillery    to    the 
second  line  Army.    I  beheve  that  is  a 
perfectly  sound  idea,  and  I  think  that 
although  you  can  raise  a  home  defence 
Army  of  both  infantry  and  yeomanry 
with  a  small  amount  of  training,   you 
can    never   raise   an   effective   artillery 
force    by   this   method.      Really   when 
the    right    hon.   Gentleman    tells    us — 
and  tins  is  the  only  reason  he  has  put 
forward  so  far — ^that  unless  you  do  what 
he  proposes  you  will  create  great  dis- 
couragement in  the  ranks  of  the  Terri- 
torial Force — in  other  words    that  this 
force  ^1  not  consent  to    play    at  all 
unless  they  have  a  full   box   of   toys, 
I  think  he  is  doing  an  injustice  to  the^ 
Territorial  Army.     The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man himself  in  a  very  wise  speech  which 
he    made    some    time    ago    before    he 
committed  himself  to  this  scheme  said : 
"  We  must  have  more  artillery  and  nothing 
short  of  the  best  will  do." 

That  is  what  he  preached,  but  it  is  not 
what  he  practises,  and  we  would  forgive 
him  if  he  would  only  adapt  his  practice 
to  his  preaching  and  follow  the  policy 
of  foreign  nations  who  have  far  greater 
experience  than  we  have  in  this  matter. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman's  remark  is 
corroborated  almost  verbally  by  Lord 
Roberts,  who  said  the  other  day  in  the 
House  of  Lords,  that  if  we  are  not  to  have 
thef  best  artillery  it  would  be  infinitely 
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better  to  have  no  artillery  at  all.  I  know 
it  is  now  the  fashion  in  this  House  to 
belittle  expert  advice.  It  is  only  neces- 
sary to  say  what  the  expert  thinks  is 
right  in  order  to  secure  the  ridicule  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  supporters, 
but  after  all  in  a  matter  which  is  highly 
technical,  such  as  this  affecting  the  artil- 
lery, I  think  we  are  entitled  to  givQ  more 
weight  to  the  opinion  of  experts  than 
the  Party  opposite  are  accustomed  to 
do.  What  I  ask  the  right  hon.  (Jentle- 
man  is,  and  I  hope  that  he  will 
answer  me  because  he  has  not  done 
80  yet,  whether  he  can  now  relieve 
our  minds  a  little  by  giving  us  the 
opinions  of  any  eminent  or  practical 
soldiers  who  have  seen  war  service,  who 
are  in  favour  of  his  proposal  to  reduce 
the  regular  artillery  and  put  in  its  place 
untrained  artillery.  I  think  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  should  tell  us  a  Uttle  more 
in  favour  of  that  proposal  than  is  con- 
tained in  his  own  approval.  We  cannot 
attach  much  importance  to  the  statement 
that  the  Army  Coimcil  is  in  its  favour. 
We  all  know  that  the  Army  Council  has 
varied  its  opinions  very  much  in  the 
last  few  years,  and  we  are  entitled  to 
know  who  are  the  artillery  authorities 
who  have  given  him  the  advice  which 
has  induced  him  to  press  forward  this 
matter.  I  may  say  that  the  only 
military  authority  that  I  have  heard 
supportinij  it  has  been  the  hon.  and 
gallant  Member  for  the  Abercromby 
Division.  He  is  the  only  military  au- 
thority in  politics  or  out  of  politics  that 
I  have  been  able  to  meet  who  h^  given 
his  approval  to  the  right  hon.  Grentleman's 
plan.  No  doubt  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man will  be  able  to  give  other  authorities, 
but  he  has  not  done  so  yet  and  I  hope 
he  will  be  able  to  enlighten  us  this  after- 
noon. There  is  another  point  which  I 
wish  to  touch  upon,  with  regard  to  the 
number  of  officers  taken  upon  this  Vote. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  very  rightly 
bewails  the  shortage  of  officers,  and  we 
have  ascertained  from  official  documents 
that  he  has  laid  before  us  that  there  has 
been  a  large  falling-off  in  the  number 
of  officers  even  since  he  assumed  his 
present  post.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
has  issued  in  an  Army  Order  this  morn- 
ing a  statement  of  the  scheme  by  which 
he  proposes  to  meet  that  deficiency. 
I  endeavoured  to  deal  with  this  scheme 
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on  a  previous  occasion  and  I  do  not  in- 
tend to  go  into  it  again  now,  but  it 
seems  to  me  that  further  reductionsr— 
automatic  reductions — of  officers  an 
inevitable  owing  to  a  variety  of  causes 
other  than  those  for  which  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  is  responsible.  There 
is  the  aftermath  of  the  South  African  i 
War  and  the  block  of  promotion  which 
resulted  from  it,  but  the  falling  ofi  is 
aggravated  by  his  reduction  of  units 
and  his  bringing  home  of  units  and 
placing  them  on  reduced  establishments. 
There  is  one  particularly  bad  case 
which  I  do  rot  apologise  for  bringing 
before  the  House,  because  it  concerns 
my  old  regiment,  and  bee  ause  I  know  it  is 
creating  very  widespread  interest.  It 
affects  the  position  of  the  Royal  Grarrison 
Artillery  officer,  because  in  addition 
to  the  causes  which  I  have  mentioned 
which  have  led  to  the  bloc  king  of 
promotion,  the  position  of  these 
officers  has  been  seriously  ajSected  by 
what  is  called  the  bifurcation  of  the 
Eegiment.  The  Regiment  was  split  up 
into  two  branches,  Garrison  Artillery 
and  Field  Artillery,  and  I  remember 
very  well  at  the  time,  because  I  was 
myself  affected,  that  we  were  assured 
by  the  War  Office  that  the  officers  of  the 
Garrison  Artillery  should  suffer  no  detri- 
ment from  the  separation  as  compared 
with  officers  of  the  field  branch.  But 
what  has  taken  place  since,  as  &r  as  the 
War  Office  is  concerned  ?  I  have  been 
examining  the  list,  and  I  find  that 
majors  ot  my  own  standing  have,  in 
eleven  years,  lost  four  years  as  compared 
with  their  contemporaries  in  the  Field 
Artillery.  Senior  captains  head  the  list 
with  over  twenty  years'  service,  which 
cannot  make  for  Army  efficiency,  and  there 
are  200  senior  lieutenants  at  the  head 
of  the  list  with  eight  years'  service, 
whilst  promotions  are  only  afforded 
at  the  rate  of  seventeen  in  a  year. 
At  this  rate  it  will  take  twelve  years  to 
work  ofi*  this  batch  of  lieutenants,  and 
the  last  of  them  will  have  twenty  years 
service  as  subalterns.  I  ask  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  whether,  his 
attention  having  been  directed  to  this 
growing  grievance,  he  will  hold  out  any 
hopes  to  these  officers  of  having  their 
position  ameliorated,  or  if  he  cannot, 
will  he  put  them  out  of  their  misery  at 
once.    I  have  been  told  by  many  of 


837 


Supply 


{19  March  1908} 


Report. 


838 


them  that  if  nothing  can  be  done  for 
them,  they  would  rather  be  told  now 
so  that  they  may  retire  before  it 
is  too  late  to  seek  another  field  of  em- 
ployment. I  hope  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man will  be  able  to  use  this  material, 
the  most  valuable  trained  material 
in  the  British  Army,  oflftcers  of  the 
highest  technical  traming  ia  the  service. 
Surely  he  can  find  some  use  for  them 
in  these  new  great  schemes  which  he  is 
introducing.  I  hope  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  will  this  afternoon  give  some 
answer  to  this  point,  and  hold  out  to 
these  officers  the  prospect  of  a  better 
future,  or  else  pronounce  upon  them  a 
definite  sentence.  I  do  not  wish  to 
detain  the  House.  I  am  aware  that  the 
ground  is  very  narrow  which  we  have  to 
tread  in  debating  this  question,  but  I 
do  wish  in  conclusion  to  repudiate  what 
has  been  stated  on  the  other  side  of  the 
House  and  in  another  place,  that  we,  in 
bringing  forward  these  objections  to  any 
detail  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's 
scheme,  are  actuated  by  party  motives. 
Surely  it  is  possible  for  us  to  differ  from 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  and  the  Grov- 
emment  upon  these  highly  debatable 
and  technical  matters  without  incurring 
that  charge,  and  it  is  really  absurd  to 
suppose  that  because  we  do  not  slavishly 
agree  with  all  the  proposals  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  that,  therefore,  we 
are  guilty  of  party  bias.  Really 
that  line  of  argument  will  not  do.  It 
will  not  do  for  the  Government  to  try  to 
shelter  themselves  behind  that  bogey. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  can  possibly 
belittle  our  opinions  in  the  eyes  of  this 
House  but  I  hope  that  he  will  attempt 
some  answer  to  the  arguments  that 
have  ^been  addressed  to  him,  not 
by  politicians,  but  by  professional 
soldiers  of  the  highest  possible  repute, 
and  that  he  will,  in  particular,  reply 
to  the  contentions  of  Lord  Roberts, 
whose  speech  in  the  House  of  Lords 
on  this  artillery  question  has  caused  so 
much  uneasiness  in  the  public  mind.  I 
hope  at  least  he  will  attempt  some  answer 
that  is  reasoned  and  that  does  not  impute 
to  the  professional  critics  any  motives 
which  are  political  or  unworthy. 

The  secretary  of  STATE  for 
WAR  (Mr.  Haldane,  Haddington) :  I 
4idlll^  Mr»  Sp<  aker,  that  it  will  be  con- 


venient if  I  pass  from  the  speech  which 
has  just  been  made  to  the  Motion  which 
has  been  proposed,  but  there  is  one 
observation  which  I  should  like  to  make 
at  once.  If  all  the  speeches  on  Army 
reform  hid  been  made  in  the  temperate 
and  reasoned  tone  of  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Gentleman  who  has  just  sat  down,  I 
do  not  think  that  complaint  could  be 
made.  Indeed,  I  am  not  going  to  make 
a  complaint  in  any  matter  but  one, 
and  it  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  hon. 
and  gallant  Gentleman.  But  there  have 
been  things  said  during  the  last  few 
days  which  are  very  discouraging  to 
the  new  Territorial  Force.  Thit  force, 
after  all,  is  a  delicate  plant.  The  sapling 
has  only  just  begun  to  show  above 
ground,  and  if  you  proceed  to  pull  it 
up,  and  complain  it  is  not  yet  an  oak 
tree,  all  I  say  is  that  the  prospect  of 
progress  is  rather  hopeless.  Legitimate 
discussion,  discussion  of  serious  points, 
are  useful  and  valuable.  But  to  pour 
contempt  upon  the  efforts  to  raise  a 
Volunteer  field  artillery  is  only  to  dis- 
courage the  m^.ny  men — after  all,  whether 
they  succeed  or  not,  they  are  actuated 
by  tho  most  patriotic  of  motives — who, 
whether  worlang  in  the  County  Associa- 
tions or  in  commands  in  various  parts 
of  the  country,  have  been  sending  us 
letters  of  complaint  saying  that  their 
prospects  have  been  rendered  more 
doubtful  by  speeches  of  criticism  made 
at  this  particular  juncture. 

♦Mr.  ARTHUR  LEE:  We  have 
received  letters  also,  but  they  are  letters 
of  congratulation. 

Mr.  HALDANE  :  But  not  from  the 
s:me  gentlemen. 

♦Mr.  ARTHUR  LEE  :  Of  course  not. 

Mr.  haldane  :  Not  from  the  same 
gentlemen — the  gentlemen  who  are 
endeavouring  to  get  the  Volunteers 
to  fill  the  field  batteries.  But  I  do  not 
want  to  pursue  th:,t  subject.  I  agree 
with  the  hon.  Gentleman  that  the  position 
of  the  officers  of  the  girrison  artillery 
has  been  mide  h^rd  because  of  the  reduc- 
tion in  thit  branch  of  the  service,  due 
to  the  ch\nge  of  policy.  That  policy 
was  the  result 'of  a  conference  between 
the    Admiralty    and    the    War    Office ; 
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and  it  means  that  the  defences  in  this 
country  and  the  defences  abroed  are 
organised  on  a  more  mobile  footing 
than  they  were  on  the  old  footing.  We 
are  no  longer  in  the  days  when  the 
enemy  would  be  so  kind  as  to  bring 
ships  within  range  of  a  fixed  battery, 
and  the  changed  conditions  have  given 
rise  to  a  considerable  reduction  in 
garrison  artillery.  I  can  assure  my 
hon.  and  gallant  friend  that  what  he 
has  said  to-day  shall  not  remain  un- 
noticed, nor  shall  1  forget  what  h*:s, 
indeed,  been  much  in  my  mind  in  con- 
nection with  the  new  military  policy 
which  is  being  carried  out. 

Now  I  turn  to  what  is  the  great  question 
before  us.  We  are  discussing  the  Vote 
for  the  number  of  men,  and  the  speech 
of  the  hon.  and  gallant  Member  has 
raised,  quit^  legitimately  from  his  point 
of  view,  the  proposition  that  we  are 
not  taking  in  the  Vote  enough  men  for 
the  artillery,  if  we  are  to  have  an  adequate 
home  defence  force  as  well  as  an  adequate 
Regular  Force.  Thit  is  the  thesis  which 
is  very  legitimately  raised,  and  I  am 
glad  to  have  the  opportunity  of  making 
some  explanation  about  it,  because  I 
believe  th^t  under  the  argument  which 
the  hon.  and  gallant  Member  has  ad- 
dressed to  the  House  there  lies  a  very 
great  fallrcy.  What  is  the  size  of  the 
British  Army  to  be  ?  It  is  an  Army 
consisting  of  something  quite  different 
from  what  Continental  armies  consist 
of.  On  the  Continent,  where  your  land 
frontier  is  conterminous  with  that  of 
another  country,  where  you  have  only 
an  imnpinory  line  of  demarcation,  your 
whole  force  must  be  in  the  first  line. 
All  outside  can  be  but  a  reserve. 
You  must  g«*t  an '  Anuy  mobilised 
and  ready  for  war  at  short  notice. 
But  our  island  position,  while  it  impose? 
on  us  the  necessity  of  a  irreat  fleet  at 
sea — and  that  is  the  real  foundation  of 
our  military  strategy — enables  us  to 
have  a  small  Army  for  the  defence  of 
the  country,  and  an  Army  fashioned 
on  quite  a  different  footinii  from  all  of 
the  Continental  armies.  With  us  you 
can — and  if  consistent  in  your  military 
policy  you  will — divide  your  force  into 
two,  a  first  line  and  a  second  line — a 
first  line  which  must  be  ready  for  action 
just   as    a    Continental   army   is   ready 
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for  action,  and  a  second  line,  the  purpose 
of  which  is  upon  the  outbreak  of  w»r  to 
prepare  itself  to  come  up  as  a  second 
line  for  the  relief  of  the  first.  The  fint 
may  have  to  go  oversea.  The  first  nay 
be  worn  out  by  wastage  of  w€ir.  Tom 
second  line  is  not  designed  to  be  leady 
on  the  outbreak  of  war  in  the  same 
fashion  as  the  first  line  is.  It  is  rathtt 
a  line  in  reserve,  which  in  the  early  atagei 
of  a  war  will  acquire  strength  and 
efficiency.  Tliat  is  a  conception  only 
possible  on  the  footing  that  you  ha?e 
command  of  the  sea  ;  and  it  is  on  tba 
footing  that  you  have  conunand  of  the 
sea,  and  a  small  Army  for  your  first  line^ 
that  the  system  is  based.  If  that  be 
true,  your  second  line  goes  into  its  wu 
training  mobilisation,  not  for  immediate 
fighting,  but  for  its  war  training.  Tea 
must  organise  it  as  closely  as  yon  can 
on  the  pattern  of  the  first  line ;  have 
your  brigades,  your  divisions,  and  every 
thing  ready,  so  that  every  man  shall 
understand  what  his  place  may  be,  and 
what  his  fimctions  are.  Yon  must 
give  to  this  second  line — because  it  ie  i 
Volunteer  Army  on  a  Volunteer  bads 
and  you  can  only  give  it  just  so  much 
training  as  Volunteers  are  able  and 
willing  to  take — enough  training  so 
that  when  mobilised  on  the  outbreak 
of  hostilities  for  their  war  training  they 
may  harden  and  acquire  efficiency  ae 
rapidly  as  circumstances  and  public 
spirit  will  allow.  If  that  is  so,  the  Terri- 
torial Army  is  designed  to  be  as  ready 
as  it  can  be  on  the  outbreak  of  hostilities 
and  to  mobilise  to  take  war  training. 
Six  months  is  what  we  should  like  to 
get.  You  may  have  to  do  your  best  in 
great  emergencies  at  the  beginning  of  a 
war,  but  I  never  contemplated  that 
the  Territorial  Army  should  be  regarded 
as  ready  to  meet  with  an  equal  force  of 
highly-trained  troops  landing  on  these 
shores  at  the  first  outbreak  of  hostilities. 
In  order  to  resist  an  invasion  you  have 
first  the  Fleet,  secondly  your  Regular 
troops  at  home  in  the  event  of  sudden 
or  surprise  attack.  If  you  are  sending 
your  troops  abroad,  you  must  be  carefm 
not  to  send  more  than  you  can  spare 
consistently  with  such  defence  as  is  to 
be  maintained  until  the  Territorial  or 
second  line  hardens  into  efficiency.  That 
is  one  reason  why  I  do  not  think  these 
100,000  men  of  whom  wo  have  heard  so 
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much  is  at  all  too  large  a  force.  Tou 
might  have  to  send  four  divisions  abroad 
within  three  weeks  or  a  month.  Tou 
would  not  be  wise,  unless  you  were 
"perfectly  sure  that  your  naval  disposi- 
-tions  were  such  as  to  make  it  absolutely 
^certain  that  no  blow  could  be,  struck 
at  the  heart  of  the  Empire,  to  send  more 
than  that  until  the  Territorial  Force 
was  considerably  hardened.  The  Regular 
troops  at  home  would  be  a  formidable 
force  for  any  invader  to  contemplate 
•encountering,  particularly  as  week  by 
-week  would  be  producing  the  hardened 
men  of  the  second  line.  That  is  why  the 
<3h>vemment  invited  the  House  of  Com- 
mons to  pass  the  Act  of  last  session  under 
which  a  Territorial  or  second  line  force 
•Muld  be  automaticaUy  mobilised  for 
its  war  training  on  the  calling  out  of 
the  Reserve.  That  is  the  structure  of 
the  whole  scheme.  On  the  outbreak 
of  hostilities  the  second  line  force  be- 
comes mobilised,  but  mobilised  to  go 
into  war  training.  The  essence  of  the 
Act  is  that  the  automatic  mobilisation 
ds  a  mobilisation  for  war  training. 

I  have  dealt  with  this  subject,  repeat- 
ing what  I  have  said  ten  times  before, 
for  a  reason.    I  quite  agree  as  to  the 
fpreat  authority  of  Lord  Roberts.    He  is 
-our  most  brilliant  commander  of  troops 
— perhaps  the  most  brilliant  commander 
of  troops  in  the  world  at  the  present 
time ;    but  I  really  cannot  follow  Lord 
Roberts's  reasoning  on  the  broad  ques- 
tion of  military  organisation.    He  speaks 
of  preparation  for  a  surprise  attack  as 
if  the  plan  was  that  the  Territorial  Army 
was    organised    to    resist    the    surprise 
attack — as  if  we  were  contemplating  a 
situation  when  all  the  Regular  troops 
.ahould  be  away,  and  as  if  we  had  no  Navy 
which    could    resist    invasion,   and    the 
'Territorial  Force  was  to  be  brought  face 
to  face  with  I  know  not  how  large  a  Con- 
^fcinental   force    suddenly   descending   on 
these  shores.     If  we  relied  on  the  Tern-  i 
.torial  Force  to  deal  with  that  situation,  ' 
1  agree  that  we  should  rely  on  very  little.  | 
I  have  never  put  that  forward.     In  the  | 
case  of  such  a  bolt   from  the    blue  we  . 
should  have,  I    hope,  the   whole  expe-  ! 
ditionary  force,  especially  those  actually  i 
serving  with  the  colours,   at  our  back. 
I  have  never  for  a  moment  contemplated  | 
that  we  should  be  left  in  such  a  situation  ' 


with  no  protection  from  the  Navy  and 
no  protection  from  the  Regular  Army ; 
and  I  am  the  more  puzzled  with  Lord 
Roberts's  speech  because  I  cannot  but 
remember  that  only  three  years  ago,  in 
1905,  he  was  a  member  of  the  Defence 
Committee  which  gave  certain  advice 
which  the  Leader  of  the  Opposition  gave 
fco  this  House.  I  imderstand  that  his 
speech  was  based  on  calculations  made  by 
the  Defence  Committee — ^he  told  us  so  at 
the  time — and  the  Defence  Committee, 
of  which  Lord  Roberts  was  a  member, 
told  us  that  only  a  raid  of  5,000  men  or 
two  raids  of  5,000  men  were  to  be  pro- 
tected against.  It  really  detracts  from 
the  authority  of  however  eminent  an 
expert,  if  views  so  totally  and  diametri- 
caUy  opposite  are  put  forward,  and  the 
coimtry  asked  to  accept  both  of  them 
within  80  short  a  period.  I  believe  my- 
self that  the  right  hon.  (Jentleman  oppo- 
site probably  put  the  figure  too  low.  I 
should  not  Uke  to  pin  myself  to  the  pro- 
position that  not  more  than  5,000  men 
could  be  landed.  The  sea  is  wide,  acci- 
dents do  happen,  and  for  a  matter  of 
security  you  must  make  better  provision 
than  would  be  made  by  merely  reducing 
the  risk  to  that  level.  I  agree  with  the 
principle  that  you  should  rely  on  naval 
protection  against  any  large  invasion, 
that  you  should  rely  on  the  old  British 
policy  of  faith  in  transports  and  keep 
at  home  a  second  line  force  large  enough 
to  ensure  that,  if  the  enemy  should  bring 
his  troops  in  sufficiently  large  numbers, 
he  would  require  transports  of  such 
magnitude  that  the  Navy  would  have 
a  target  to  hit. 

Now  that  I  have  wholly  parted  company 
with  Lord  Roberts,  and  have  admitted 
that,  if  the  conception  of  immediate 
reliance  on  the  Territorial  Force  in  case 
of  invasion  was  correct,  the  criticisms 
of  our  scheme  would  be  well  founded, 
but  have  shown  what  an  entirely  different 
basis  underlies  the  Government  plan,  let 
me  come  to  some  points  raised  by  the 
hon.  and  gallant  Member  which  will 
appear  in  an  entirely  new  light  in  view 
of  the  principles  I  have  stated.  I  have 
always  felt  that  our  first  duty  is  to 
make  the  Regular  artillery  of  the 
expeditionary  force  efficient.  For  that 
purpose  you  require  ammunition  columns, 
and  the  cheapest  method  of  doing  that 
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is  to  get  15,000  efficiently  trained  men 
to  supply  the  wastage  of  war.  In  the 
time  of  the  South  African  war  the  bulk 
of  the  batteries  were  at  home  training 
drafts.  There  were,  I  think,  forty-five 
in  South  Africa,  and  about  sixty  at  home 
training  drafts.  Whether  that  is  the 
real  figure  or  not  does  not  matter.  You 
must  always  in  any  circumstances  keep 
a  number  of  batteries  at  home  to  supply 
your  drafts.  The  necessity  is  now  greater 
because  of  the  large  ammunition  columns 
which  are  required  for  the  quick-firing 
guns.  The  general  calculation  is  that 
sixty-six  batteries  are  sufficient  for  the 
Regular  field  force  and  thirty-three 
as  training  batteries.  These  batteries 
are  put  on  a  two-gun  basis.  I  have  not 
reduced  the  men.  If  the  House  wishes 
to  be  reassured  as  to  the  state  of  the 
artillery,  I  say  I  have  never  professed 
to  jeduce  the  artillery  ;  I  have  reduced 
other  things,  but  not  the  artillery, 
because  the  artillery  was  not  efficient. 
I  have  recognised  that  I  had  not  only 
to  make  economies,  but  to  obtain 
efficiency  ;  and  the  state  of  the  artillery 
since  I  came  into  office  is  certainly  no 
worse,  and,  I  think,  a  great  deal  better 
than  it  was  before.  On  1st  April,  1906, 
the  establishment  was  29,879  Horse  and 
Field ;  on  Ist  April,  1907,  29,938 ;  on 
1st  April,  1908,  30,159.  That,  of  course, 
includes  what  we  have  provided  for 
India,  because  we  treat  the  Force  as 
one  for  this  purpose.  There  has,  there- 
fore, been  no  reduction  in  the  Regular 
Artillery,  and  I  pledge  myself  to  this 
House  not  to  reduce  the  Regular  Artillery 
until  I  can  provide  for  every  man  who  goes 
off  some  four  or  five  men  who  can  take 
his  place.  If  that  is  so,  what  would  be 
the  position  ?  You  would  have  your 
ammunition  columns,  which  I  regret 
you  have  not  got  at  the  present  time. 
You  would  have  your  thirty-three 
batteries  on  a  training  footing,  but  they 
would  have  a  certain  amount  of  Regulars,  i 
and  they  would  each  have  in  addition,  1 
besides  the  two  guns,  four  guns  more,  i 
The  guns  are  all  there.  Sixty-six  bat-  I 
teries  have  large  reserves  of  guns  be-  ' 
hind  them,  larger  than  was  suggested  j 
by  the  Mowatt  Committee.  We  also  ' 
have  four  guns  in  addition  to  the  two  ' 
used  for  training  for  every  training 
batter}^  Therefore,  suppose  you  did 
run  short  of  artillery,  and  suppose  we 
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were  reduced  to  extremities,  you  hare 
a  very  substantial  number  of  gmiB,  of 
men,  and  batteries  which  can  be  pot 
on  a  six-gim  basis,  and  if  jou  haTe 
succeeded  in  training  artillery  and  b 
enlarging  the  force  of  artillerists  in  this 
country,  then  you  will  have  no  difiEcuky 
in  making  use  of  these  batteries  in  time 
of  great  emergency,  but  I  like  to  look 
at  these  thirty-three  batteries  as  fol- 
filling  the  legitimate  function  of  training 
drafts  for  the  Regular  artittery,  and  of 
being  that  support  which  ought  to  W 
behind  the  Regular  artillery  in  case  it 
had  to  go  abroad.  The  hon.  and  gallant 
Member  opposite  says  that  it  is  not 
enough,  because  you  cannot  rely  upon 
the  Volunteer  field  artillery  which  you 
are  proposing  to  raise.  I  would  admit 
the  argument  of  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Member  if  it  was  directed  against  tiie 
proposition  to  produce  field  artillery 
which  was  to  be  fit  to  take  the  field 
immediately  on  the  declaration  of  hos- 
tilities. But  I  have  pointed  out  that 
the  organisation  which  we  are  making  of 
the  Volunteer  field  artillery,  and  tke 
training  we  propose  to  give,  is  ample 
for  the  purpose  of  bringing  together 
an  organisation  to  take  war  training  on 
the  calling  out  of  the  Regular  Reserves 
when  mobilisation  takes  place. 

Mr.  ARTHUR  LEE  said  that  his 
objections,  as  far  as  he  was  personaUy 
concerned,  applied  with  almost  equal 
force  to  this  artillery  after  it  had  been 
embodied  for  six  months.  He  did  not 
believe  its  efiiciency  would  be  mate- 
rially increased. 

Mr.  HALDANK  :  I  am  glad  the  hon. 
and  gallant  Member  has  come  to  the 
real  point.  I  would  remind  him  that  on 
this  question  of  driving,  which  I  think 
he  has  in  mind,  his  authority  would  not 
be  recognised  as  quite  so  great  as  that  of 
those  who  realise  the  difEerence  between 
garrison  artillery  and  horse  and  field 
artillery.  The  hon.  and  gallant  Member 
is  what  they  call  a  sedentary  artillerjrman. 
The  garrison  artillery  do  not  depend 
on  driving,  nor  are  they  of  the  class  of 
artillerymen  whose  opinions  have  to  be 
directed  to  the  question  whether  men 
should  make  efficient  drivers  or  not- 
Bet  ween  garrison  artillery  and  horse  and 
field  artillery  there  is  a  great  gulf  fixed. 


845 


•Supply 


{19  March  1908} 


Report, 


84G 


Their  mysteries  are  totally  different 
mysteries,  and  really  the  discussion  of 
the  last  few  weeks  about  the  mysteries 
of  the  artillery  are  extremely  confusing 
to  the  mind  of  the  hon.  Member  who 
gives  himself  the  trouble  to  distinguish 
between  the  various  kinds  of  artillery. 
I  said  in  a  moment  of  irritation  last 
summer  that  the  mysteries  made  by 
artillerymen  about  their  craft  were 
almost  as  great  as  the  mysteries  made 
by  the  theologians  ;  I  apologise  to  the 
theologians.  Why  a  skilled  and  highly- 
trained  artisan  should  not  learn  the 
handling  of  a  gim  I  do  not  know.  [An 
Hon.  Member  :  The  riding  of  a  horse.] 
Why  a  bank  clerk  in  London  should 
learn  to  ride  a  horse  with  the  Honourable 
Artillery  Company,  and  a  bank  clerk  at 
Sheffield,  Glasgow,  or  some  other  city 
should  not  learn  it  equally  well,  is  a 
mystery  I  cannot  fathom.  The  hon. 
and  gallant  Member  said,  quite  justly, 
that  1  must  not  put  forward  my  assertions 
against  the  assertions  of  Regular  soldiers, 
and  particularly  against  the  assertions 
of  soldiers  as  eminent  as  Lord  Roberts. 
To  this  matter  I  have  given  a  great  deal 
of  attention  and  consideration  ;  I  am 
always  most  reluctant  to  produce  the 
opinions  of  experts  who  are  advising  me. 
and  for  that  reason  I  thought  it  right  to 
refuse  to  produce  the  Minutes  of  the 
Army  Council  and  Reports  of  the  In- 
spector-General, which  contain  all  sorts  of 
confidential  things.  But,  in  view  of  the 
appeal  made  to  me,  and  repeated  again 
to-day  by  the  hon.  and  gallant  Member, 
I  have  done  this.  I  did  not  think  it  right 
to  put  any  pressure  or  even  specific 
questions,  but  I  referred  various  eminent 
soldiers  to  the  controversy  which  is 
taking  place,  and  asked  them  whether 
they  thought  fit  to  express  any  opinion  on 
the  subject  which  I  could  read  to  the 
House  of  Commons.  I  have  been  fur- 
nished with  replies  by  the  Inspector- 
(Jeneral  of  the  Forces,  Sir  J.  French, 
and  also  by  the  Army  Council.  The 
question  I  submitted  to  them  was  this — 
taking  the  conception  of  a  second  line 
which  I  have  give  i,  the  seond  line 
which  is  to  be  trained  on  mobilisation,  on  a 
war  footing  so  as  to  harden  it,  could  you 
get  an  efficient  field  artillery  force  ? 
It  is  the  very  question  which  the  hon. 
and  gallant  Member  raised  a  few  momenta 
ago.     This  is  what  Sir  J.  French  says  to 


me  this  morning.  I  will  read  it  just 
as  I  have  got  it.  It  is  a  little  long,  but 
the  Motion  is  so  important  that  I  think 
the  House  ought  to  have  Sir  J.  French's 
own  words.  Sir  J.  French  is  not  only 
Inspector-General  of  the  Forces  but 
Inspector-General  of  the  Territorial  Force 
that  is  to  be,  and  it  is  his  duty  to  be 
responsible  for  efficiency.  This  is  what 
Sir  J.  French  sent  to  me  this  morning 
and  which  he  wrote  imder  date  of  yester- 
day : — 

"  Lord  Roberts  laid  down  in  the  House  of 
Lords  that  artillery  requires  a  much  longer  and 
far  more  intricate  training  than  is  afforded  by 
the  provisions  of  Mr.  Haldane's  scheme.  He 
gave  it  as  his  fixed  opinion  that  with  so  little 
training  the  Territorial  batteries  will  prove 
to  be  useless,  and  even  a  positive  danger  to 
their  own  side.  The  Field-Marshal  went  on  to 
urge  the  Government  to  abandon  all  idea  of 
Territorial  artillery,  and  to  spend  the  money 
so  saved  in  raising  a  force  of  mounted  riflemen. 
In  the  statement  of  his  case  Lord  Roberts  ap  - 
pears  to  entirely  lose  sight  of  the  principle 
which  lies  at  the  very  root  of  Mr.  Haldane'a 
scheme — namely,  the  six  fnonths  training  on 
mobilisation.  His  argument  is  altogether  based 
on  the  fifteen  days  annual  course,  and  he  even 
fails  to  make  allowance  for  the  vofunittry 
work  and  training  which  will  undoubtedly 
be  carried  on,  over  and  above  the  regulation 
fifteen  days,  in  many  divisions.  It  may  be 
remarked  that  it  is  this  kind  of  work  which  has. 
raised  the  batteries  of  the  Honourable  Artillery 
Company  and  Lancashire  to  a  state  of  efl&ciency 
which  is'  universally  acknowledged  by  experts. 
Allowing  for  such  an  amount  of  training,  I 
cannot  think  that  these  Territorial  batteries 
which  have  undergone  it  will  be  either  useless 
or  dangerous.  It  seems  to  me  that  such  an 
idea  is  not  borne  out  either  by  military  history 
or  peace  experience.  In  the  American  Civil 
War  and  in  the  latter  part  of  the  Franco- 
German  War  batteries  of  field  artillery  did 
excellent  service  with  just  as  little,  and  in  many 
cases  even  less,  previous  training.  It  appears 
to  be  generally  overlooked  that  this  six  months' 
training,  which  is  to  commence  on  mobilisation  > 
will  be  carried  on  under  exceptional  circum- 
stances. War  will  be  actually  in  progress. 
National  spirit  and  enthusiasm  will  be  aroused 
to  the  highest  pitch.  Training  will  be  con- 
ducted, and  willingly  undergone,  morning* 
noon,  and  night.  FiVery  man  will  be  throwing 
his  utmost  heart  and  endeavour  into  the  work» 
and  straining  every  nerve  to  shorten  the  period 
vhich  must  be  pasFcd  before  he  can  go  to  the 
help  of  his  comrades  who  are  fallinc  every  day. 
With  efficient  instructors  more  will  be  done 
in  this  six  months  than  could  be  looked  for  in  two 
or  even  throe  years  of  ordinary  ]e.  e  training. 
Our  own  experience  of  the  early  days  of  the 
South  African  war  should  have  tauffht  us  this 
lesson.  It  was  a  constant  saying  of  Napoleon 
that  national  feeling,  creat  energy,  skill,  and 
persoveranee  had  far  more  etfect  in  converting 
raw  material  into  soldiers  than  long  spaces 
of  time.     One  great  object  which  the  scheme 
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a  bank  whichj[they  had  just  driven  over,  and 
which  a  Regular"  battery  had  declined  to  ne- 
gotiate." 

This  shows  the  difficulty  and  danger  of 
criticising  field  artillery. 

**  Before  I  met  you  on  that  morning,  a  day  of 
mist  and  rain,  I^was  with  the  batteries  in  action, 
and  I  formed  a  good  opinion  of  their  fire  dis- 
cipline. Their  officers  had  a  satisfactory  know- 
ledge of  ranging  and  fire  discipline,  and  the 
gnns  were  well  served.  The  fire  discipline 
was  good,  and  the  guns  were  well  placed  con- 
sidering the  difficulties  of  the  terrain.  I  in- 
quired of  the  officers  of  the  Regular  field  battery, 
which  was  in  action  close  to  them,  and  who 
were  during  pauses  in  the  course  of  the  oper- 
ations moving  about  amongst  the  Volunteer 
guns,  what  opinion  they  formed  of  the  quality 
of  the  training  displayed.  They  told  me  they 
were  surprised  at  the  degree  of  efficiency  which 
had  been  reached.  The  batteries  certainly 
had  adequate  mobility.  The  harness  and 
equipment  and  accoutrements  were  well  put  on  ; 
the  driving  was  good  ;  and  the  rules  of  our 
training  manual  as  regards  fire  discipline 
were  complied  with.  The  officers  showed 
a  good  knowledge  of  the  equipment,  the  packing 
of  ammunition,  etc.,  and  knew  their  work.  I 
reported  this  both  to  you  and  Mr.  Haldane, 
but  I  was  careful  to  tell  the  latter  that  Grant's 
corps  was  an  exceptionally  good  one,  trained 
very  ably  by  an  enthusiast,  and  that  he  could 
not  expect  to  find  the  same  efficiency  in  all 
Volunteer  batteries.  I  also  told  him  the  guns 
were  not  shotted,  and  that  until  you  actually 
fire  shells  you  cannot  tell  whether  fire  dis- 
cipline is  as  good  as  it  looks  or  not.  At  the 
same  time  the  efficiency  of  these  particular 
batteries  was  illustrative  of  what  might  be 
done  by  Volunteers  properly  instructed.  I 
should  like  to  add  that  I  saw  Allen's  We?t 
Yorkshire  Artillery  Volunteers  in  practice  camp 
last  summer,  when  I  accompanied  SirN.  Lyttel- 
ton  to  Fleetwood.  On  that  occasion  I  saw 
practice  carried  out  by  three  batteries.  The 
results  were  distinctly  good.  The  umpires 
were  Regular  officers  from  the  brigade  at 
Sheffield.  I  made  notes  and  got  their  reports, 
which  were  very  satisfactory.  I  had  these 
tyjied,  and  I  believe  JelYcott  could  find  them. 
At  any  rate  I  showed  them  to  you,  and  to 
Mackinnon  and  Sir  N.  Lyttelton.  Of  course 
in  this  case  it  mav  be  objected  that  Allen's  is  -  -     .  . 

a  speciol  corps.     But,  again,  if  one  corps  con  '  semi-mobile  4-7-in.   gims 
arrive   at    such    good   results,   it    furnishes   an 
example  of  what  others  may  do." 

That  is  what  I  say  too.  If  the  Volunteer 
field  artillery  in  the  face  of  the  greatest 
discouragement,  without  anything  like 
the  organisatioji  and  equipment  which 
we  are  givij^g  them,  have  been  able 
in  the  case  of  those  two  corps  to  rise 
to  that  pitch  of  excellence,  there  are 
other  corps  throughout  the  count r\^  that 
can  rise  to  it  also. 

Mr.  ARTHUR  LEE  :     Do  I  under- 
stand that  these  Scottish  batteries  are 

Air,  Haldcuie, 


on  the  same  basis  of  organisation  as  the 
Lancashire  Field  Artillery  ? 

♦Mr.  HALDANE:  Oh,  no;  thehoD. 
and  gallant  Member  is,  I  think,  under  a 
misapprehension.  The  Lancashire  Field 
Artillery  refers  not  to  Colonel  Allen's  Shef- 
field Volunteer  Field  Artillery  corps, 
training  in  Lancashire,  but  to  the  Lan- 
cashire Field  Artillery.  It  is  a  pure  Volun- 
teer corps  under  Colonel  Allen.  I  have 
quoted  the  General  Stafi,  I  have  quoted 
artillery  experts,  and  I  have  quoted  the 
Army  Council  and  the  Lispector-General 
of  the  Forces,  and  I  do  not  think  I  am 
under  the  reproach  of  having  no  dis- 
tinguished soldiers  to  back  my  opinion. 
But  there  are  one  or  two  other  dis- 
tinguished persons  I  wish  to  refer  to. 
There  are  the  opinions  of  eminent  states- 
men who  have  expressed  their  views  on 
the  proposition  to  re-arm  the  Volimteer 
field  artillery  with  modern  guns.  I  am 
in  this  position,  that  not  mine  adversary, 
but  my  predecessor  in  office  has  written 
a  book  about  the  Army.  I  will  not  say : 
"  Oh,  that  mine  adversary  had  written 
a  book !  "  but  I  will  say  that  the  book 
contains  a  reproach  against  me  for 
having  stopped  the  good  policy  of  the 
late  Government,  which  was  to  produce 
a  Volunteer  field  artillery.  I  was  going 
very  cautiously  at  that  time.  I  had  to 
arrest,  as  it  seemed  to  me,  the  too  rapid 
progress  of  a  number  of  experiments. 
But  it  is  true  that  this  is  no  new  idea  of 
mine.  Here  I  come  back  to  1900  to  the 
Marquess  of  Lansdowne,  then  Secretary  of 
State  for  War.  On  12th  February,  1900, 
he  said — 

"  It  is  our  intention  to  re-arm  theVoluntecf 
artillery  with  modern  guns.  To  thoee  now 
using  guns  of  position  we  propose  to  give  the 
semi-mobile  4'7-in.  sjuns  ....  In  the  hands 
of  the  rest  we  tshall  put  modern  field  guns. 
They  will  be  armed  with  modern  15- pounders 
of  tiie  latest  and  most  modem  type." 

I  fear  I  can  claim  no  credit  in  this  matter. 
Now  I  come  to  Lord  Midleton,  who, 
speaking  on  8th  March,  1901,  said — 

"  Lord  Roberts  is  willing  to  make  a  great 
and  final  st»'p  in  advance  and  to  agree  that  with 
certain  training  " — 

much  less  than  we  propose  to  give — 

"  he  will  roly,  from  the  experience  of  this  war 
on  Volunteer  batteries,  a  certain  proportion 
in  each  of  the  la^t  three  Army  corps.  The 
admirable  practice  made  by  the  C.LV.  batteries 
in  the  Transvaal  satisfied  Lord  Roberts  that 
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that  step  could  be  taken  without  danger. 
Therefore  in  the  last  three  Army  corp?*,  while 
there  will  be  a  certain  proportion  of  Regular 
troops,  and  in  each  fourteen  batteries  of  Regular 
artillery,  one-third  of  the  Array  corps — seven 
batteries — will  be  found  in  each  of  the  last  three 
Army  corps  by  the  Volunteers  and  Militia." 

The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  Croydon  has  committed  himself 
also  extremely  deeply  about  this.  He 
said  in  a  letter  to  the  Standard,  on  17th 
June  last — 

"  In  1905  arrangements  perfectly  satisfactory 
to  the  Volunteers  and  most  aidvantageous  to  the 
Regular  Army  had  been  made  whereby  two 
important  brigades  of  Volunteers  were  to  be 
supplied  with  a  qnick-firins:  field  gun  and 
specially  trained  as  field  artillery." 

Therefore,  there  are  good  reasons  for 
making  this  experiment.  I  think  I  have 
shown  beyond  all  possibility  of  con- 
tradiction that  a  large  body  of  the 
most  modern  and  experienced  military 
opinion  is  in  favour  of  this  proposal 
of  including  Volunteer  field  artillery 
in  the  second  line.  We  have  preserved 
the  Regular  artillery  intact  and  given 
it  an  organisation  such  as  it  never 
possessed  before,  and  I  think  we  shall 
do  well,  now  that  we  have  determined, 
on  the  Second  Reading  of  the  Bill  last 
year,  to  create  a  Volunteer  field  artillery 
to  be  careful  to  do  nothing  in  our  speeches 
to  discourage  the  officers  who  are  working 
upon  it,  and  who  are  doing  their  best  to 
raise  a  force  in  the  belief  that  they  are 
rendering  a  good  service  to  the  country. 
For  my  part,  I  have  confidence  in  their 
power  and  capacity  and  am  prepared 
to  back  them.  Hitherto  I  have  been 
denounced  in  two  directions — on  the  one 
hand,  that  I  have  been  too  niggardly 
in  making  reductions,  and,  on  the  other, 
that  I  have  done  too  much.  I  think  I 
have  shown,  with  regard  to  the  ex- 
peditionary force,  that  there  is  a  great 
deal  of  misconception.  What  we  are 
doing  is  to  keep  68,000  men  with  the 
colours  to  supply  drafts,  and  the  reason 
is  that  we  have  to  keep  a  certain  number 
of  troops  in  India,  Egypt,  and  South 
Africa.  As  regards  India,  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  India  is  responsible 
for  the  establishment,  and  he  decides 
what  would  be  proper  for  the  coming 
year.  It  is  an  establishment  which  does 
not  merely  exist  for  foreign  purposes. 
It  is  an  establishment  which  arises  out 
of  this,  that  we  are   responsible]  for  the 


safety  and  well-being  of  from  250,000,000 
to  300,000,000  people  in  that  country, 
and  we  have  a  certain  number  of  white 
troops  there  because  we  are  a  white 
Government,  and  the  establishment  is 
that  which  the  experts  fix  as  the  one 
which  is  consistent  with  our  safety. 
Then  I  come  to  Egypt,  where  Lord 
Cromer  and  Sir  Eldon  Gorst  are  sup- 
ported by  a  certain  force,  and  on  the 
question  of  the  size  and  compositicn 
of  that  force  I  am  largely  guided  by  the 
requirements  of  the  Foreign  Office.  The 
requirements  of  the  Foreign  Office  will 
not  admit  of  a  diminution  of  that  force. 
I  wish  to  emphasise  the  fact  that  you  have 
in  Egypt  the  possibility  of  racial  and 
religious  conflict,  and  those  are  the 
considerations  which  fix  the  force  at  its 
present  level.  Anybody  who  argues 
that  that  force  shoidd  be  reduced  must 
be  prepared  to  deal  with  these  considera- 
tions. We  may  be  on  the  best  terms 
with  France,  G^ermany,  and  all  the 
European  Powers,  and  yet  there  may 
be  religious  and  racial  questions  in 
Egypt  which  involve  that  force.  In 
South  Africa,  I  agree,  there  is  the  possi- 
bility of  reduction  this  year.  This  year 
I  am  going  to  bring  home  four  battalions 
of  infantry  and  a  regiment  of  cavalry. 
Our  real  reduction  duiing  the  period 
theH  Governn  ent  have  been  in  office 
is  21,700  men.  We  have  brought  the 
Army  down  close  to  where  it  was  just 
before  the  war.  The  Infantry  is  rather 
less.  That  is  a  very  substantial  reduc- 
tion. I  have  had  to  build  up  the  Artillery, 
I  have  had  to  give  medical  service, 
transport,  Army  Service  Corps,  and 
generally  to  do  what  was  necessary  to 
provide  a  thoroughly  organised  force 
The  reduction,  therefore,  is  much  larger 
than  appears,  but  the  result  of  the 
organisation  has  been  that  we  have 
got  a  force  smaller,  but  more  efficient 
in  the  opinion  of  the  military  advisers 
than  before,  and  that  has  been  done 
at  a  cost  of  £5,000,000  less  than  was 
being  spent  before  we  came  into  [officct 
I  say  solemnly  to  my  hon.  friends  that 
they  may  make  the  greatest  possible 
mistake  in  driving  the  War  Minister  in 
this  matter.  Far  better  let  him  go 
slowly,  to  proceed  with  a  plan  in  his  mind, 
and  think  and  work  it  out  cautiously. 
I  took  office  on  the  pledge  not  only  of 
economy  but  of  efficiency,  and  I  believe 
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rh«t  U)  b«  the  wij»h  of  the  Liberal  Party.  I  is  not  merely  a  question  of  what  Lord 
WV  bivft  tried  to  mike  the  Army  more  Roberts  says,  or  what  this  particular 
i-AYu\vA\\ .  We  believed  we  ooiild  reduce  _  general  or  that  particular  general  saj-s— 
the  number  of  the  men  and  the  cost  of  ;  there  may  be  differences  of  opinion — but 
the  Arm>,  iind  we  have  done  it.  But  I  if  you  asked  the  experts  of  the  Army  what 
the  t;iHk  is  one  of  overwhelming  difficulty,  'they  thought  of  the  Volunteer  artillery 
;ind  it  is  the  more  diflicult  when  you  they  would  not  give  a  view  substantially 
h'lve  twri  hors€?s  to  ride  Jit  the  snme  time,  different  from  that  given  by  my  hwi. 
;ind  which  I  must  ride.  Under  these  friend.  I  think  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
ein:ijiiiht;»nces  I  submit  to  the  House  and  I  are  agreed  that  at  the  outbreak  of 
of  Commons  thjit  the  rate  of  progress  !  war,  and  when  the  whole  of  the  Regular 
is  one  which  is  sufTKiently  rapid,  and  '  Forces  normally  in  this  island  are  BtiU 
th.it  nothing  but  njiHttion — reaction  '  here,  probably  we  need  not  have  any 
whicli  would  defeat  the  very  purpose  '•  alarm  as  to  the  adequacy  of  our  home 
my   hon.    friends  have   in   view _ would  '  defence   against   any  probable    or  even 


possible  invasion.  The  second  point 
on  which  we  are  agreed,  I  think,  is  that 
if  the  Volunteers  were  called  upon  to 
show  their  military  capacity-  against 
trained  Continental  troops  in  the  first 
few  weeks  aft<»r  the  outbreak  of  war, 
they  would  find  themselves  wholly 
unable  to  rise  to  the  height  of  the 
situation.     We  are  agreed  that  so 


reHult  from  ]>n^»Hing  nie  to  conclusions 
which  I  iwMilrl  not  justify. 

iMk.  A.  .1.  lULKOlIR  (City  of  Lon- 
don) :  Till*  t'\\i\\\  hon.  (lentlenian  ended 
on  it  homewhiit-  pathetic  note,  when 
he  Haid  In*  had  two  horse's  to  ride  t:nd 
that  he  found  the  operation  difTicuIt. 
Mven  an  artillery  driver  more  ex])erien(ed 

than  tlioHi>  on  a  Volunt(>.er  basis,  might  as  the  Regular  troops  are  at  home  those 

find    the   operation    beyond   his   powers,  troops  and  the  Fleet  together  are  adequate. 

I  do  not  pronosi'  to  deal  with  tlu^  latter  I  will  put  it  differently.     Those  troops 

jiait  of  llw  HulijiM't,  and  woiihl  only  say  are  sufficient  to  require  any  foreign  nation 

a  fi'w  woid.s  upon  (lie  lirst  horse.     ^\)w,  desirous   of   invading   us   to    make  the 

»Sir,  it  \\\  n<i(  easy  always  to  deal  with  this  attempt  with  so  large  a  force  that  the 

<pM-nlion   Ml  a  \n\\\  eont  n)versial  s|>irit  in  Fleet  would  be  amply  sufficient  to  pre- 

ftiirtwi^r    111    till'    right,    hon.    (Jentleman,  vent  such  a  force  landing.     Weareagreed 

be.i-anhe  hi*  ipiite  nnnectvssarily  drags  in  in  the  second  place,  that  if  such  a  force 

roni  rover.'iial     insinuations    and     nuikes  did  land  and  there  were  not  these  Regular 

neiMonal    attacks.     I    never    in    my    lifi'  troops  within  our  shores,  the  Territorial 

heard  a  hpeeeh  less  party  in  tone  than  Force  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  with 

I  hat   winrh    was  delivt'red   by   my   h(in.  or  without  its  own  artillery,  would  be 

liientl  near  me.     How  vas  he  rewarded  quite  unable  to  deal  with  the  simatioD. 

hu  Ihenpiril  in  wlneh  hea|)proarhed  what  The  difficulty  arises  when  we  consider 

\n  adnnttedlv  a  nu'^t  dilVuult   problem  i  what  may  happen  if  a  war  has  broken 

The  n^.hl    liun.  (lentlenian  gets  up  and  out  when  the    expeditionary    force  has 

\\\\\\    hiM    tiwn    |)rofound    knowledge    of  left   these   shores.     If  the   Honae  want 

»iunniM\  matters,  info^n\^  my  hon.  friend  really  to  get  a  clear  idea  where  th*  pie- 

•h.4t  he  did  nt»t  btdong  to  tliat  braneh  of  cise  difficulty  of  the  situation  lies,  i:  lies 

•ho  NxMxue  wliirli  would  enable  him  to  there.     There  are  two  cases.     Tie  drst 

•ivt  v'v.v.o  \\y\n\  w  tpiestMni  of  tleld  artil-  case   is   that    in    which   the    Terrhcrial 

ci>       Vn  h\M\    fvuMid  has  a  perfect  right  Army  has  had  its  full  oppormriTy  of  six 

I     :e;\4c  '.Uo  Nubjett   from  his  own  ex-  months  training.      It   is   on   rle   Lyio- 

1   •.  -.v  V.  %^'\V.  is  \\\\\\  \\  j;reater  than  that  thesis  that  they  have  had  a  fuZ  cjicr- 

i     ..i'.v»     ^^*   '.'jiUt    hon.   Gentleman  or  tunity  of  six  n-.onths    training  rii:*  J 

«•;  \\V.%'m  is  either  a  horso-  the    documents    which    the    riiL*    i:i- 

\iwv      In  faet,  my  hon.  Gentleman  has  just  read  fr*:=i  •£<  zzZJr 

\i.v.*    ■  >  s'.'.tu'isms  simplv  tary  ad\Tser8  are  based-    Ttit  is  "i^if  :zly 

ifi.      >     ^\'     v-v ',-.v.  but  upon  the  hypothesis  they  take  iz::o  s^xc-it-T-    Sir 

it\.«<j  %\,"  *w  still  artille-  John  French  not  only  ass-jm-ea  ^iii  :ie 

*;'Mti  ■>.,*>.**  Svi".  in  oon-  Territorial   Am^y  his   Lai   t:s   fxl  53 

ry     «./.•      ^•»:«y^\  V.ss  Ivhind  months  training  af:er  the    c^-rc«-Ak  :f 

^r.   •  xir  ■  I    '■  ^lr^.'^  .".v.v.'.ov..     It  war,  but  ho  assumes  rhii  :£.■*  ir-rkii:^ 


•^!*^ 
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force  IB  exhausted  by  six  months  war.  >  I  was  a  member.  These  variations,  I 
Sii  John  French  lays  it  down  that  the  |  suppose,  must  be  expected,  and  we  need 
invading  force  will  have  had  to  take  |  not  be  surprised  even  if  the  same 
refuge  in  an  inferior  gun  with  officers  of  <  officer  should  sometimes  in  different 
inferior  training,  and  that  these  hypo- 1  years  give  rather  difEerent  views  on 
thetical  invaders  will  be  from  a  nation  i  highly  technical  military  questions.  [An 
already  exhausted  by  six  months  of  |  Hon.  Mebibbr  :  Even  Lord  Roberts.} 
arduous  hostilities.  I  cannot  imagine  i  Let  us  take  the  opinions  on  which  the 
what  the  right  hon.  Qentleman  can  have  I  present  (Jovemment  act.  They  come 
said  in  the  question  he  put  to  Sir  John  |  to  this,  that  these  eminent  advisers  think 
French  which  should  make  that  most  |  that,  after  six  months  strenuous  training, 
distinguished  officer  suppose  that  the  <  you  may  get  a  certain  number  of  batteries 
invading  force  must  necessarily  come '  as  good  as  CI.V.  or  the  Honourable 
from  that  nation  against  whom  we  had  i  Artillery  Company,  or  perhaps  some 
sent  our  expeditionary  force.  Sir  John  ;  other  of  the  field  artillery  which  is  being 
French  had  not  before  him  or  did  not  |  created  in  this  country,  either  on  a 
think  it  necessary  to  reply  to  what  are ;  Militia  or  a  Volunteer  basis.  I  am  the 
the  real  difficulties  which  this  country  |  last   man  to  say   that  that   degree  of 


may  have  to  face  after  war  has  broken  I  efficiency  is  negligible.    On  the  contrary^ 

there  is  ample  testimony  that  the  CI.V. 
and  the  Honourable  Artillery  Company 
did  excellent  service  in  South  Africa. 


ont.    I  do  not  think  we  have  a  right  to 

hope  that  if  this  country  is  exposed  to 

invasion,  the  invasion  will  proceed  from  a 

nation  already  exhausted  by  having  to  i 

resist  our  expeditionary  force.      I  take       Colonel    SEELl?^  (Liverpool,   Aber- 

it  that  the  danger  which  may  assail  us  and  I  cromby) :  And  the  Colonial  forces. 

against  which  we  have  to  guard  is  the  dan-  | 

ger  that  after  we  have  been  engaged  in  I      Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR  :  Does  the  right 

hostilities  with  a  foreign  coimtry  some  :  hon.  Gentleman  really  think  he  will  get 

new  and  unexhausted  enemy  will  appear  !  a   sufficient   number   of  corp?   of   that 

in  the  field.    That  peril  never  seems  even    quality    to    supply    the    whole    of    his 

to  have  occurred  to  Sir  John  French  as  j  Territorial    Force    with    the    necessary 

something  which   had  to  be  considered  I  artillery  ?     That  is  surely  a  question  of 


by  the  General  Staff.  Assuming  that  the 
Territorial  Army  has  had  six  months 
training,  the  first  question  we  have  to 


fundamental  importance  on  which  no 
light  is  thrown  by  these  documents. 
The    right   hon.    Gentleman    is    relying 


ask  is,  what  will  be  its  degree  of  efficiency,    wholly   on   this   Volunteer   artillery   to 


I  do  not  desire  to  undervalue  it.  I  con- 
ceive that  men  of  the  stamp  of  our 
Volunteers  and  Yeomanry,  subjected  to 
the  severe  discipline  which  I  daresay 
they  would  be  ready  and  anxious  to 
undergo  in  some  great  national  emergency, 
would  be  far  from  a  negligible  quantity 
after  six  months  training.  But  I  do 
not  think  it  possible  to  hope  that  six 
months  training,  even  under  the  most 
strenuous  conditions,  would  enable  our 
infantry    Volimteers    or    Yeomanry    to 


supply  the  artillery  for  his  Territorial 
Army.  He  has  produced  no  evidence 
that  he  is  going  to  get  artiller}'  up  to  the 
highest  standard  of  Volunteer  artillery 
in  the  past,  which,  I  agree,  is  not  a 
negligible  standard.  I  do  not  believe 
that  even  at  the  end  of  six  months  it 
would  be  safe  to  rely  on  such  artillery 
as  could  be  supplied  by  that  training.  I 
believe  it  would  be  folly  to  rely  upon 
them  without  some  addition  of  those 
highly  trained   Regular  batteries    which 


reach  the  level  of  a  great  Continental  |  can  only  be  produced  by  long,  arduous, 
army.  In  what  condition  would  the  I  and  strenuous  practice.  How  do  you 
Artillery  be  after  six  months  training  ?  '  know  you  are  gning  to  get  3''our  six 
I  listened  most  carefully  to  the  expert  j  months  training  for  your  Territorial 
opinions  which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  Army  ?  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  only 
read  out.  They  seemed  singularly  in-  |  considers  two  hypotheses — the  hy[)otho3ia 
consistent  with  the  opinions  given  by  ■  of  the  Regular  troops  being  here  or  the 
equally  expert  authorities  only  a  few  i  hypothesis  of  the  expeditionary  for:^e 
years  ago,  when  a  very  similar  question  being  away  and  the  Territorial  Army 
was  raised  imder  a  Government  of  which  '  having   six    months    training.     Is    it    a 
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law  of  nature,  is  it  an  immutable  arrange- 
ment of  Providence,  that  the  Territorial 
Army  is  to  have  six  months  in  which  to 
train  after  the  expeditionary  force  has 
gone  ?     Supposing  that  you  have  sent 
your  expeditionary  force  abroad  in  the 
first  few  weeks  of  the  war,  and  that  long 
before  the  six   months  training  is  con- 
cluded fresh  complications  arise  and  a 
fresh  foe  menances  your  shores.     That  is 
a  situation  with  which  the  Government 
have  not  dealt.     This  is  not  contemplated 
by  Sir  John  French,  and  I  fail  to  see  how 
it  is  met  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
with   his   first  line   and   second   line  jof 
defence.     He  says,  truly  enough,  that  if 
you  foresaw    these    dangers    you  would 
keep    the  troops    at    home.      But  how 
can      any      Government      engaged     in 
hostilities     with     Power    A    be     quite 
sure  that   six   months  will  elapse  before 
complications     arise    with    Power     B? 
It  is  just  when  you  aM  in  difficulties  with 
one  enemy  that  someoody  who  was  your 
friend  may  think  it  convenient,  useful, 
and  profitable  suddenly  to  become  your 
enemy.    That  always  seemed  to  me  the 
fundamental  difficulty  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  with  his   Territorial  Army, 
and  that  is  why  we  think  that  he  is 
risking  a  great  deal  by  his  reduction  of 
the   Regular  artillery.    The  right  hon. 
Gentleman   is   always   dwelling   on   the 
fact  that  he  has  provided  the  necessary 
ammunition  for  training  and  made  the 
Regular  artillery  more  efficient.     What 
he  has  done  is  this.     When  he  came  into 
office  he  found  the  artillery  on  a  three- 
years     basis    and    rapidly    creating    its 
own  Reserve  of  fully-trained  men.     He 
has  now  put  it  on  a  six-years  basis,  and 
not  merely  has  he  diminished  by  half  the 
number  of  men  who  go  to  the  Reserve, 
but   he   has   diminished    it    immensely. 
The  consequence  is  that  while  under  the 
three-years   system   we   were   gradually 
getting  into  a  position  in  which  we  should 
have  an  immense  body  of  highly-trained 
artillery,  adequate  for  the  Regular  Army 
and  for  the  Home  Army,  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  has  defeated  that ;  and  while 
I   do   not  doubt   that   the  artillery    of 
the    expeditionary    force    is   quite  ade- 
^quate  for  any  task  it  may  be  required  to 
undertake,  it  seems  to  me  that  we  should 
be  far  better  situated  for  supplying  the 
Home  Army  with  the  requisite  artillery 
under  the  condition  of  things  which  the 

Mr.  A,  J.  Balfour. 


right  hon.  Gentleman  found  when  he  came 
into  office  than  under  his  own  scheme. 

Mr.  HALDANE:  Your  batteries 
abroad  were  depleted  under  the  three- 
years  system.  You  could  not  find  drafts 
to  keep  them  going. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  My  recollection 
is  that  all  our  advisers,  while  they  thought 
it  absolutely  necessary  to  revert  from 
the  three-years  system  to  the  seven  and 
five-years  system    in  order  to  provide 
drafts  for  the  infantry,  were  unanimous 
in  the  opinion  that  the  three-years  system 
should  be  retained  for  the  artillery,  as  it 
had    the    incomparable    advantage    of 
supplying  us   with  a   great  reserve  of 
artillery.     If  I  may  sum  up  the  conten- 
tions I  have  ventured  to  lay  before  the 
House  I  put  them  thus.    I  am  not  con- 
cerned to  discourage  Volunteer  artillery. 
I  do  not  wish  to  disparage  such  highly 
trained  batteries  as  the  Glasgow  battery, 
the  Sheffield  battery,  or  the  Honourable 
Artillery  Company.    I   think   they  are 
a  very  useful  addition  to  our  national 
defence.    I   am,    however,    sceptical  as 
to  whether  a  large  number  of  Volunteer 
batteries  can  ever  be  got  up  to  that  degree 
of  efficiency  which  is  required  ;      but, 
even  if  they  could,  you  ought  to  supple- 
ment  them   for   the   purpose   of   home 
defence    by    a    highly-trained    Regular 
artillery,  and  therefore,  my  most  earnest 
contention — the   point  I   put   with  the 
greatest  insistence  to  the  Government — 
is  this.    Do  not  let  them  concentrate 
their  gaze  on  two  possible  positions  only. 
Do  not  let  them  contemplate  only  the 
period  when  our  Regular  troops  are  at 
home  or,  as  an  alternative,  the  period 
when  they  are  abroad  and  the  home  Army 
has  received  a  long  period  of  training. 
Other  hypotheses  must  be  considered, 
other  situations  may  arise,  and  I  attach 
no  value  to  the  highest  expert  opinion 
when  I  see  that  it  is  based,  not  on  the 
many  circumstances  that  may  arise,  but 
on  two  possibilities,  and  on  two  possi- 
bilities  only,    without   taking   into    ac- 
count the  infinite  number  to  which  our 
national  defence  may  be  exposed.    For 
these  reasons  I  do  most  earnestly  ask  the 
Government,  not  to  abolish  the  Volunteer 
artillery,  not   to   discourage  those  who 
really  are  competent  to  turn  out  batteries 
of  a  very  high  degree  of  efficiency ;   but 
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at  all  events,  to  remember  that  to  rely 
on  these,  and  on  these  alone,  is  to  fly 
in  the  face  of  the  experience  of  all  nations. 
Therefore,  I  ask  them  to  supplement  the 
efiEorts  of  our  patriotic,  admirable,  useful, 
and  excellent  citizen  soldiers  by  giving 
them  that  expert  assistance  which  is 
the  fruit,  and  only  the  fruit,  of  long, 
laborious,  and  painstaking  training. 

♦Sir  CHARLES  DILKE  (Gloucester- 
shire, Forest  of  Dean)  said  the  House  was 
running  two  hires  at  once,  and  he  pro- 
posed to  take  part  in  that  sport.  Both 
the  matters  to  which  he  wished  to  refer 
should  be  dealt  with  by  the  House  with 
its  eyes  open.  The  larger  was  raised 
by  the  Amendment  of  the  hon.  Member 
who  moved  the  reduction  of  the  Army. 
Before  he  came  to  that,  however,  he 
wished  to  make  a  remark  in  regard  to 
th-5  other  matter  which  had  interested  him 
throughout  the  whole  of  his  Parliamentary 
life.  The  arguments  they  had  heard  that 
night  were  most  familiar  to  many  hon. 
Members,  because  they  had  not  moved 
one  bit  for  the  last  twenty  years. 
Apart  from  party  feeling,  it  must 
be  admitted  that  everybody  had  en- 
deavoured to  try  some  experiment  in 
the  direction  of  a  cheaper  artillery  for 
the  second  line.  The  great  difference 
was  between  those  who  thought  it  wise 
to  create  a  purely  Volunteer  artillery, 
and  those  who  would  try  a  mixed  force. 
He  thought  it  would  be  found  that  those 
batteries  which  had  been  so  highly 
spoken  of  that  evening  were  mixed 
batteries — batteries  in  which  they  had 
enlisted  besides  Volunteers  a  very  con- 
siderable number  of  Regulars  of  long 
service.  That  fact  had  not  been  men- 
tioned before.  It  would  be  remembered 
that  years  ago  they  wore  told,  us  they 
were  toll  again  on  th's  occasion,  of  the 
success  of  the  American  Field  artillery 
in  the  Civil-  War.  There  was  an  element 
of  truth  in  that,  because  in  that  war 
Volunteer  artillery  were  engaged  against 
artillery  of  the  same  description  ;  they 
were  trained  to  the  high  state  of  effi- 
ciency to  which  they  attained  on  both 
sides  simultaneously.  They  became 
highly  trained  by  constant  practice 
against  one  another,  but  neither  side  was 
good  at  first.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
had  destroyed  the  Volunteer  Force  which 
had    existed    up    to    the    present   time. 

VOL.  CLXXXVI.    [Fourth  Series.] 


They  had  pointed  out  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman's  scheme  would  draw  the  men 
in  the  towns,  but  that  it  would  kill 
Volunteering  in  the  rural  districts. 
That  is  what  had  happened.  In  his 
own  division,  in  his  own  county,  the 
whole  of  the  Volunteer  infantry  and 
Volunteer  artillery'  hid  been*  disbanded, 
and  not  one  miu  would  he  found  in  the 
Territorial  Army.  In  fact,  to  us3  the 
words  which  he  had  just  applied  to  his 
critics,  the  ripjht  hon.  Gentleman  was  tear- 
ing up  the  Volunteer  Force  by  the  roots 
and  killing  it.  The  six  months  training 
had  been  thoroughly  discussed  ;  but  when 
his  right  "hon.  friend  first  proposed  his 
scheme,  he  stated  in  all  his  speeches 
what  had  not  been  heard  that  night, 
that  there  was  to  be  an  organisation  of 
certain  portions  of  the  Territorial  Force 
for  the  purpose  of  coast  dofoiice,  and 
the  repelling  of  raids,  and  fir»ld  artillery 
was  mentioned.  His  right  hon.  friend 
said  that  for  the  defence  of  river  mouths 
and  similar  landing  places,  it  was  im- 
portant now-a-days  to  have  in  addition 
to  batteries  of  fixed  guns  field  artillery. 
He  confessed  that  he  doubted  the 
readiness,  under  the  circumstances 
described  that  night,  of  a  purely  Terri- 
torial artillery  for  field  work.  He  did  not 
think  it  would  be  fitted  even  for  the  extra- 
ordinarily trying  work  of  manning  quick- 
firing  guns  for  the  defence  of  suc^h  positions 
as  the  Forth  Bridge  and  Rosyth,  or 
Nowc.istle-on-Tvno.  In  an  attack  on 
such  repairing  yards  as  these,  it  was  a 
matter  of  seconds  before  the  fa'-t 
destroyer  run'iing  in  at  night  would  be 
out  of  the  zone  of  fire  at  short  range. 
The  artillerymen  must,  therefore, 
not  only  sleep  at  the  guns  in  the 
event  of  v..  declaration  of  war, 
but  in  anticipation  of  war.  His  own 
belief  was  that  the  very  high  clfi- 
cienr-y  of  Regular  artillery  wtis  required 
ill  cases  of  th<^-t  sf)rt,  and  that  we  sh  mid 
not  be  abk  to  deal  with  them  on  the 
Territorial  plan.  The  next  question  wu* 
of  much  moment  and  had  been  often 
discussed  before.  Year  after  ycc-r  his 
hon.  friend  the  Member  for  Cardiff, 
when  he  was  sitting  on  the  Conservative 
side  of  the  House,  his  hon.  and  gallant 
friend  the  Member  for  Abercromby. 
and  Mr.  Claud  Lowther  and  others 
divided  tlip  House  for  a  reduction  ii 
the     Regular     Army     on    the    ground 
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taken  'that    day    l>y    the    mover    and 
seconder   of    the    Resolution,  viz.,  that 
if     the    country    could    not    otherwise 
bear    the    rapidly    increasing    scale    of 
expenditure  in  the  case  of  the  Fleet  a 
means  of  reduction  might  hi  afforded  by  a 
change  of  the  system  of  the  Regular  Army. 
His  right  hon.  friend  had  sustained  his 
position  with  admirable  words.    As  soon 
as  he  took  office  he  told  them  that  our 
coasts  were  completely  defended  by  the 
Fleet.    That  was  the  Gfovernment  theory, 
but  they  could  not  discuss  the  adequacy 
of  the  Fleet  or  the  future  scale  of  it  upon 
that  question.    They  all  knew  that  it 
was  a  very  costly  defence  to  which  the 
Grovernment    were    committed    deeply, 
the  War  Office  as  well  as  everyone  else. 
It  was  said  that  our  coasts  were  com- 
pletely defended  by  the  Fleet,  and  that 
the  Ajmy  was  wanted   abroad   oversea 
and  must   be  of  very  high   quality  to 
strike  at  a  distance,  of  limited  dimen- 
sions, and   capable   of  rapid  transport. 
That  was  the  theory,  and  in  a  few  days 
his  right  hon.    friend  declared  that  for 
the  first  time  he  had  created  a  really 
mobile    and    immediately   transportable 
Army  of  this  description.     He  had  heard 
that  statement  too  often,  not  only  from 
his    right   hon.    friend,  but   from    Lord  i 
Midleton,   and  his  predecessors,  and  he 
could  not  believe  it  to  be  new  each  time. 
Tlie  167,000  men  of  his  right  hon.  friend 
were  very  nearly  the  same  as  the  100,000 
men  of  the   noble  Lord  who,  when  Mr. 
Brodrick,  said  in  this  House  that  he  was 
able  to  mobilise  immediately  and  trans- 
port across  the    sea  a  striking  and  ex- 
peditionary force  of    100,000.     He  ad- 
mitted, however,  that  the  artillery  for  that 
force  was  not  complete.     The  artillery 
for  two  Army  C^orps  was  he  said  com- 
plete, and  he  was  then  completing  the 
artillery  for  the  third  Army  Corps.     They 
gave   him   the   money  to   do  this,   but  | 
then  they  were  told  that  the  force  he 
had  stated  was  on  ])aper  and  did  not 
exist,  and  thnt  what  they  paid  for  did  not 
exist.     Was  it  any  more  than  on  paper 
now  ?     It   was   no   use  to   say  that   it  i 
ought  not  to  be  on  paper  and  that  we 
ought  to  get  it,  but  under  the  system 
of  linked-battalions  the  Home  battalions  ' 
were  ridiculously  beneath  their  strength. 
They    all    knew    the    difficulties    which  | 
successive  Grovernments  had  liad  in  this 
Sir  Charles  Dilhe. 


matter  the  fact  being  that  they  could  not 
get  the  recruits. 

Mr.  HALDANE  :  Oh,  yes ;  the  re- 
cruiting was  never  better,  and  vill 
improve  as  soon  as  I  get  rid  of  the  disease 
of  the  three  years  system  which  at 
present  it  is  suffering  from. 

♦Sir  CHARLES  DILKE  replied  that 
Lord  Portsmouth  in  the  House  of  Lords 
a  few  days  ago  virtually  pledged  the  War 
j  Office  to  re-introduce  that  system.  He 
i  h^d  read  the  noble  Lord's  words  with  the 
i  greatest  care  and  he  had  admitted  that 
it  would  not  be  possible  to  keep  up  the 
Reserve  without  re  -  introducing  :ome 
proportion  of  men  on  the  system  of 
short  enlistment.  [Mr.  Haldane  dis- 
sented.] Well,  if  they  did  not  do  so 
the  system  would  only  break  down  all 
the  sooner.  He  never  professed  to  be  an 
e(;onomist  and  he  would  desire  a  large 
expenditure  on  the  most  highly-trained 
branches  of  the  Army,  especially  upon 
the  cavalry  and  the  artillery.  But  the 
Goveniment  were  not  doing  this  and 
were  diminishing  the  number  of  horses 
for  these  services,  even  if  they  counted 
the  ponies  which  had  been  taken  back 
from  the  mounted  infantry.  He  did 
not  think  the  Secretary  for  War 
h'^d  shown  them  that  he  had  created 
this  expeditionary  force  which  all  his 
])redeccssors  claimed  to  have  created  on 
the  8»me  scale  and  in  the  same  fashion, 
lie  thought  that  the  present  system 
wiS  extravagant  and  that  they,  needed 
economies.  It  was  too  much  to  bear 
ulong  with  the  increasing  Fleet,  and 
he,  therefoie,  supported  the  Motion 
of  his  hon.  and  gallant  friend. 

Mr.  WEDGWOOD  (Newcastle- 
under-Lyme)  thought  the  unfortunate 
Volunteers  had  had  a  very  bad  time 
from  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  on  the 
benches  opposite.  The  old  Volunteers 
and  the  new  Territorial  Force  had  been 
treated  in  a  somewhat  cavalier  fashion, 
and  more  particularly  was  that  the  case 
with  the  artillery  branch.  The  whole  of 
the  argument  on  the  other  side  was  based 
oil  the  expert  opinion  of  officers  of  the 
Kopjular  service.  The  Leader  of  tie 
()ppositi(m  had  said  if  they  took  a  poll  of 
all  the  officers  of  the  Regular  service  he 
was   quite   confident  that  the  majority 
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•would  say  that  no  artillery  trained  on  a 
Volunteer   basis   could    be    an    efficient 
i^eapon.    What  would  happen  if  they 
suggested  that  solicitors  should  do  the 
i^rk  of  barristers  ?    Did  anyone  think 
that  if  one  polled  the  barristers  they 
would  come  to  any  other  conclusion  by 
1U1    overwhelming    majority    than    that 
the  solicitors  were  not  competent  to  do 
their  work  ?     Or    if    it  was    suggested 
that  county  councils  should  look  after 
matters  of  Imperial  importance,  and  one 
poUed   the   members   of   the   House   of 
vommons    as   to    whether   the    councils 
were  capable  of  doing  it,    that  House 
would  be  almost  unanimous  in  reserving 
to   themselves  all   matters   of   Imperial 
moment.    Supposing  the  Colonial  officers 
who   were   engaged   in   the   late   South 
African  War  were  polled  as  to  the  relative 
Talues    of    the    Colonial    and    Imperial 
^troops  engaged  in  the  war;  they  would 
•come  to  an  almost  unanimous  opinion 
that  the  Colonial  troops,  although  raised 
<m    a    voluntary    basis,  were    infinitely 
:8aperior  to  the  Regular  troops  engaged. 
Wherever  one  appealed  to  parties  who 
iprere   interested,    who   had   a   bias   un- 
HX>nscious     to     themselves,    for     expert 
•opinions,  they    would    get    opinions    in 
favour  of  their  own  particular  branch  of 
the  service  and  hostile  to  any  possibility 
of  anyone  else  doing  the  work  which  they 
had  been  specially  trained  to  do.    He 
-did  not  attach  any  importance  whatever 
to  the  judgment  of  Regular  officers  as  to 
the  possibility  of  Volunteers  performing 
tmder  exceptionally  favourable    circum- 
stances the  work  that  the  Regulars  had 
'been  accustomed  to  do.     He  supposed 
that  he  also  was  liable  to  bias  in  this 
matter,   because  he  happened  to  have 
been  a  Volunteer  officer  of  artillery  who 
went   out   to   the    late   war,  who  com- 
manded   Volunteer    artillery   in    action, 
who  marched  2,700  miles  and  was  twenty- 
six  times  in  action.      He  did  not  claim  to 
be  an  expert,  but  he  claimed  to  know 
something  about  the  services  that  Volun- 
teer artillery  could  render,  and  about  the 
difficulty  of  training  Volunteer  artillery. 
They  were  not  mere  position  batteries,  , 
but  were  genuine  field  artillery,  having  ; 
ten    horses   to    each   gun    with   gunners  | 
mounted  on   unbroken   ponies  collected  i 
on  the  veldt.     The  opinion  of  the  Regu-  i 
lars  on  the  Elswick  battery  to  which  he  i 
belonged  could  be  judged  from  the  fact  ' 


that  their  guns  were  in  such  demand  that 
they  were  split  up  and  single  guns  were 
sent  out  with  each  colimin,  because  the 
commanders  wanted  so  have  an  Elswick 
gun  with  their  columns.    That  battery 
was  raised  very  largely  at  the  Elswick 
works.     It  was  impossible,  however,  for 
any  workman,  even  if  he  made  a  12- 
pounder  gun,  to  be  intimately  acquainted 
with  its  compUcated  mechanism,  and  these 
men,  although  they  came  from  Elswick, 
were  not  skilled  gunners.     They  certainly 
had  a  certan  number  of  Regulars  in  the 
battery,  but  there  were  not  more  than 
one  in  six  at  the  outside.     He  quite  ad- 
mitted that  Volunteer  artillery  did  require 
slightly  more  training  than  any  other  form 
of  the  Volunteer  service,  but  what  experi- 
ence did  he  have  ?    After  they  were  em- 
bodied they  had  three  weeks   training 
at    Newcastle,    and  all  that  time  they 
were    excessively  busy  getting   harness 
uniforms,  etc.,  and  did  not  have  much 
time  for  drilling.     Then  they  had  three 
weeks   at   Aldershot,   also   a   somewhat 
curious  experience   because   the   horses 
were  unbroken,  and  it  was  a  surprise  to 
him  that  the  casualties  did  not  commence 
at  Aldershot.    They  had  no  other  train- 
ing until  they  got  to  South  Africa,  where 
they  had  a    fortnight    in     camp,   and 
altogether  they  had  two  months  train- 
ing,  then  went  straight  to   the  front. 
The   general  impression  was  that  their 
shooting  was  a  good  deal  better,  largely 
owing  to  their  having  a  better  gun.    He 
maintained  that  the  experience  of  the 
Elswick  battery  in  South  Africa  showed 
that  it  was  perfectly  possible  to  train 
Volunteer  artillery  in  a  short  time,  in 
six  months  certainly  to  fully  the  equal  of 
the  average  Regular.     He  thought  hon. 
Members  opposite  made  a  great  mistake 
in  always  comparing  the  Volunteer  with 
the    ideal    soldier.     The    ideal    Regular 
soldier    did    not    exist    except    in    the 
imagination.     Perfection    was    not    ob- 
tained in  any  regiment  of   the  service, 
and  yet  it  was  the  perfect  soldier  who 
was  always  compared  with  the  Volunteer 
service.     It  was  not  a  fair  comparison, 
because  many  of  the  Regtilar  soldiers  in 
South  Africa  did  worse  than  the  Volun- 
teers.     He  did  not  think  it  fair  to  com- 
pare the  Volunteers  with  the  ideal  Regular 
soldier  either  under  the  old  or  under  ^the 
new  conditions,  but  the  training  would  be 
superior  to  what  it  was  in  the  old  times. 
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Tlie   training   of   the   Teiritorial   Force  :  Jt^ckson,  they  would  fiiid  that  the  South 
was  to  be  far  more  than  that  given  to  ^  suffered  very  much  in  ^he  beguiPJug  of 

There  used  •       .     ..     ^       i       *   .n  — 


the  old  ArtilleiT  Volunteers, 
to  be  four  or  6ve  mounted  drilla  a  year, 
and  the  men  used  to  march  up  and  down 
the  Moor  at  Newcastle,  go  through  a 
few  evolutions,  not  of  veiy  great  neces- 
sitv  from  the  point  of  view  of  real  field 
practice,  and  return  equally  steadily 
and  verv  carefuUv.  That  was  all  the 
training'they  had  in  field  artillery  work. 
Vndex  the  now  conditions  they  would 
have  mountetl  drills  all  the  time  they 
wert»  in  annual  camp,  and  six  months 
mounted  drill  before  the  Volunteer 
Artillexv  went  into  action  in  time  of 
war.  In  the  old  times  they  never  fired 
a  siingle  shell  over  a  land  range.  Every- 
one knew  it  was  impossible  to  judge  of 
the  effect  of  shrapnel  except  over  a 
land  range,  and  that  the  result  of  firing 
over  a  sea  range  was  practically  nU. 
Jm>  that  with  the  new  conditions  of 
artiller)'  firing  over  land  ranges  their 
artillcr)'  ought  to  be  infinitely  superior 
to  the  old  and  they  had  the  prospect 
of  having  a  thorougldy  successful  second 
line  of  defence.  He  hoped  his  friends 
in  the  country  who  were  oflScers  of  the 
Field  Artillery  Volunteers,  and  who 
hoped  to  become  officers  of  the  new 
Territorial  Field  Artillery,  would  under- 
stand that  .  all  those  who  had  seen 
artillery  in  the  field,  and  those  who 
could  judge  of  it  from  intimate  know- 
ledge, were  persuaded  that  the  Volunteers 
with  their  energy,  patriotism,  and 
individuality  had  in  them  the  making 
of  a  thoroughly  sound  force  to  defend 
the  country. 

»Mr.  ASHLEY  (Lancashire,  Black- 
pool) said  that  after  the  extremely 
illuminating  and  interesting  speech  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  senior 
Member  for  the  City  of  London,  he  would 
not  go  into  the  question  of  field  artillery. 
He  would  point  out,  however,  to  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  "War  that  in 
quoting  the  American  Civil  War  in 
support  of  his  case  for  the  V(>luntecr 
Artillery  he  htd  not  quoted  an  instance 
of  great  value.  In  the  first  place,  the 
artillery  forces  on  both  sides,  the  Volun- 
teer artillery,  were  absolutely  untrained, 
and,  therefore,  the  experience  gained  from 
that  war  was  of  very  little  value.  But  if 
Jio:\  Meiuhcrs  ^e.'^'l  the^Jife  ot' Stonewall 


the  war  owii\g  to  the  Regular  Artillery 
of  the  North  being  so  superior  to  the 
Volunteer  Artillery  of  the  South.  He 
was  entirely  with  the  right  hon.  Grentle- 
man  in  his  efforts  to  create  some  artillery 
for  the  new  Territorial  Force,  which  at 
the  present  moment  had  no  artillery  at 
all.  It  was  surely  better  to  have 
some  than  none,  and  though  artillery 
on  a  Volunteer  basis  might  not  be 
so  good  as  Regular  Artillery  they  could 
confidently  hope  that  within  a 
given  time — six  months  after  the 
outbreak  of  war — it  would  make  great 
strides  towards  efficiency.  He  there- 
fore congratulated  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man on  having  made  some  effort  to 
give  this  force  some  artillery.  Passing 
to  the  more  general  aspects  of  the  case, 
the  House  was  now  discussing  the 
number  cf  men  to  be  voted  os  the 
necessary  number  to  defend  the 
Empire.  A  reduction  of  10,000  men 
had  been  moved  by  an  hon.  Member, 
one  of  whose  statements  was  most 
surprising.  The  hon.  Member  had  said 
that  the  Arm>  could  be  reduced  by 
10,000  because  the  policy  of  the  Govern- 
ment was  a  policy  of  peace.  That  was 
not  only  the  policy  of  the  Government, 
but  of  the  Opposition  and  the  country 
as  well.  But  could  the  hon.  Gentleman 
guarantee  that  that  was  also  the  policy 
of  foreign  nations?  If  he  could,  then 
we  could  reduce  the  Army  by  ten  times 
10,000  men.  But  to  long  as  the  hon. 
Member  could  not  guarantee  that  the 
policy  of  foreign  nations  was  a  policy 
of  peace  we  must  have  sufficient  men 
to  guarantee  our  Empire  against  in- 
vasion. The  hon.  Gentleman  who 
seconded  the  reduction  had  suggested 
that  we  should  go  back  to  the  old  system 
of  the  long  service  Army — a  system 
tried  before  the  time  of  the  Indian 
Mutiny  and  a  dismal  failure  when 
the  Mutiny  broke  out.  At  the 
present  time  men  did  not  want  to 
spend* all  their  lives  in  the  Army; 
and  apart  from  the  difficulty  of  ob- 
taining men  under  the  old  long  ser- 
vice system,  was  it  likely  that  men  who 
had  spent  twenty  or  twenty-five  years 
in  a  tropical  climate  would  be  as 
physically  fit  as  men  of  twenty-six  or 
twenty-seven  years  of  age,  who  had  not 
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been  for  many  years  in  an  enervating 
climate  and  were  in  the  prime  of  life  ? 
The     Secretary      of     State     for     War 
in    a    very     interesting     Memorandum 
some    time    ago,    had    compared    very 
accurately    the    state     of    the    estab- 
lishment of  the  Regular  Forces  in  1898, 
the  year  ot  the  outbreak  of  the  South 
African  War,  with  the  establishment  at 
the  present  time,  and  had  said  we  had 
now     4,000     less     troops     than     then. 
We  had  in  1898,  166,000*  and  now  we 
had  162,000  cavalry  and  infantry  of  the 
line.     He  did  not  agree  with  this  re- 
duction of  4,000  men,  and  he  certainly 
disagreed  with  the  reductions  the  right 
hon.    Gentleman    had    made     since    he 
came  into  office.     On  what  ground  could 
the    right   hon.    Gentleman   justify   our 
having  a  smaller  establishment  than  we 
possessed  at  the  time  of  the  outbreak  of 
the  South  African  War  ?     Would  he  say 
we   had   too   many   troops   then  ?     We 
could  not  find  many  Regular  troops  in 
Great  Britain  to  send  out  and  had  to 
raise  troops  hurriedly  for  that  purpose, 
and  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  assistance 
rendered  by  our  self-governing  Colonies, 
we  should  have  been  in  a  worse  fix  than 
we  were.     Since  then  we  had    become 
responsible  for  the  Orange  River  Colony 
and  the   Transvaal,   which  necessitated 
a  garrison  of  25,000  men,    and  we  had 
become  responsible  lor  Egypt ;    we  had 
put  ourselves  in  the  position  of  being  the 
perpetual   protectors   of    the    Egyptian 
people   and   had   had   to   increase   our 
garrison    there.     Were    these    things    a 
justification  for  reducing  our  establish- 
ment ?     Or  could  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man say  that  in  exchange  for  that  re- 
duction he  had  a  much  larger  second  line 
to  supplement  the  Regular  Force  ?     He 
did  not  think  the  right  hon.  Grentleman 
could,  because,  after   all,    these  Special 
Reserves  were  only  their  old  friends  the 
Hilitia,  under  a  new  name.     He  did  not 
think  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  could  say 
that  he  had  a  larger  number  of  men'  to 
take  the  place  of  the  Regular  soldiers, 
whose  number  he  had  reduced  compared 
with  what  it  was  before  the  oubreak   of 
the  war.     Even  the  liability  which  the 
Special   Reserve  had  taken  upon  itself 
to  serve  abroad  did  not  help  them  in  any 
way,  because,  as  the  House  knew,  when- 
ever  war   broke   out,  the    Militia,    who 
were  not  liable^to  do  so,  always  did  go 
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abroad.  It  was  very  unfair,  he  often 
thought,  that  a  man  should  be  called 
upon  to  go  abroad  jjwlien  he  had  not 
enlisted  except  for  service  in  the  United 
Kingdom,  and  so  far  as  the  country  was 
concerned  he  did  not  see  that  they  would 
be  in  any  better  position  with  the  Special 
Reserve  than  they  were  with  the  Militia. 
If  that  were  so,  he  could  not  admit  that 
even  a  greater  number  of  men,  trained 
on  the  Militia  basis,  could  compensate 
for  the  loss  of  a  number  of  men  trained 
in  the  regular  orthodox  way.  A  man 
who  had  served  a  number  of  years  in  a 
battalion,  who  had  been  accustomed  to 
discipline,  who  had  got  to  know  the 
work  of  his  regiment  and  had  the  regi- 
mental feeling,  was  bound  to  be  far 
more  efficient  than  any  man  who  had 
trained  either  as  a  Special  Reservist  ot 
Militiaman,  or  in  any  other  way,  only  for  a 
certain  time  during  the  year.  Could 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  justify  the 
reduction  of  the  Arm/  which  he  had 
made  becaase  of  the  in  r^asf;  "n  the  Army 
Reserve  sin  e  the  outbreak  of  the  war  ? 
It  was  quite  true  that  the  present  Army 
Reserve  was  very  much  ;riTeater  than  it 
was  at  the  outbreak  of  the  South  African 
War,  but  then  they  must  remember 
that  after  all,  this  Reserve  would  very 
soon  dwindle  away  again — it  was  purely 
temporary — and  the  men  they  were 
voting  now  were  the  men  who  would 
produce  the  Reserve  eight  or  nine  years 
hence,  and  not  the  Reserve  at  the  present 
moment.  It  was  impossible,  therefore, 
when  they  were  voting  the  men,  to 
rely  on  the  Reserve  which  was  created 
under  a  former  state  of  things ;  they 
must  look  to  the  Reserve  which  would  be 
created  in  the  future  state  of  things. 
Looking  at  the  number  of  men  they 
were  voting,  one  could  not  fail  to  look 
abroad  through  the  Emp're  to  see 
whether  th3y  had  got  enough  to  defend 
our  great  Dependencies  and  our  coaling 
stations.  Had  they  enough  tro:>ps  in 
India  ?  It  had  been  said  that  the 
regular  number  of  battalions,  some 
fifty-eight,  had  not  vared  very  greatly 
in  the  last  twenty  or  thirty  years,  but 
he  thought  all  sides  agreed  that  that 
number  was  sufficient.  But  there  was 
one  branch  of  the  service  in  India  which 
he  thought  was  dangerously  inadequate, 
and  that  was  the  Artillery.  There  were 
in  (India  at  the  present  moment  eleven 
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horse  artillery  batteries  and  forty-five 
batteries  of  field  artillery.  They  were 
only  enough  to  take  the  field  with  the 
English  troops,  but  there  was  no  artillery 
to  take  the  field  with  the  Indian  native 
troops.  Surely  that  was  not  a  proper 
or  satisfactory  stat€  of  things.  How 
could  they  expect  the  Indian  native 
troops  to  take  the  field  it  they  did  not 
provide  artillery  to  take  with  them  ? 
In  that  respect  it  was  impossible  to 
deny  that  the  artillery  force  in  India  was 
dangerously  inadequate.  Hon.  Members 
had  complained  as  to  the  garrison  kept 
in  Egypt  at  the  present  moment.  He 
could  assure  them  that  their  view  as  to 
the  size  of  the  garrison  was  not  held 
by  any  European  in  Egypt ;  in  fact,  it 
was  rather  thought,  even  since  the  in- 
crease of  the  garrison  two  years  ago, 
it  was  still  not  sufficiently  strong.  He 
did  not  think  the  House  quite  realised 
that  when  two  years  ago  there  was  a 
difficulty  with  Turkey,  Egypt  was  on 
the  eve  of  a  serious  rising,  which  if  it 
had  taken  place  might  have  made  it 
impossible  for  Europeans  in  Upper  Egypt 
to  escape  with  their  lives.  Hon.  Members 
might  not  remember  that,  but  if  they 
took  the  line,  rightly  or  wrongly — 
rightly  according  to  their  ideas — that 
we  must  directly  interfere  with  the  Sul- 
tan in  the  government  of  his  Macedonian 
dominion — he  sympathised  very  much 
with  that  line — they  could  not  expect 
that  the  Sultan  of  Turkey  would 
help  in  keeping  the  Mahomedan  in- 
habitants of  countries  under  our  sway 
in  that  obedience  to  our  rule  which  he 
might  otherwise  do.  Therefore,  if  our 
foreign  policy  was  carried  out  in  certain 
directions,  they  must  be  prepared  to 
have  sufficient  troops  in  other  parts  of 
His  Majesty's  Dominions  in  order  to 
counteract  the  effects  of  that  policy 
which  they  themselves  advocated.  He 
left  Egypt  to  take  the  case  of  Malta, 
whose  garrison  had  been  very  greatly 
reduced  since  the  present  Government 
had  come  into  office.  When  questioned 
as  to  this  last  year,  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man sheltered  himself  behind  the  Com- 
mission which  had  made  a  Report  as 
to  the  desirability  and  po.^sibility  of 
diminishing  the  garrison.  Of  course  he 
had  no  means  of  knowing  what 
evidence  the  Commission  took,  but 
he  did  know  that  when  the  proposition 
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was  made  that  the  infantry  garriiDO 
should  be  reduced  by  one-hali  certun 
night  manoeuvres  were  carried  out  to 
ascertain  whether,  in  the  opinion  of  thft 
military  authorities,  a  landing  could  be 
effected  at  the  back  of  the  island,  and 
whether  the  town  could  be  taken  if  only 
defended  by  the  present  garrison,  eon- 
sidered  by  the  Government  to  be  sufficient 
That  operation  took  place,  and  thou^ 
the  night  was  very  rough,  and  there  w» 
great  difficulty  in  landing,  the  umpires 
were  unanimously  of  opinion  that  the 
force  supposed  to  represent  the  enemyr 
not  only  landed  successfully,  but  suc- 
ceeded in  taking  the  town  of  Valetta 
and  of  course  the  dockyard  there.  It 
seemed  to  him  that,  in  the  face  of  tki» 
very  important  operation,  it  was  a  most 
dangerous  policy  for  His  Majesty's  Gov 
emment  to  have  reduced  the  infantry 
garrison  and  continued  to  keep  it  at  & 
low  level.  They  had  heard  only  that 
afternoon  that  large  naval  works  had  just 
been  completed  at  Malta,  where  a  new 
dock  had  been  constructed.  Surely,  if  it 
was  worth  while  to  spend  millions  of 
money  in  building  a  dock,  it  seemed  ^ 
penny  wise  a  pound  foolish,  for  the  sato 
of  a  couple  of  regiments,  to  jeopaidi» 
our  position  at  Malta,  because  if  war 
broke  out  and  the  enemy  landed  at  the 
back  of  the  island,  the  present  garrison 
would  not  be  able  to  protect  it.  In  the  case 
of  Gibraltar,  it  was  a  matter  of  conmion 
knowledge  that  there  was  grave  disaatiB- 
faction  at  the  absurd  reductions  of  the 
garrison  there.  It  was  extremely  hard 
that  men  should  not  get  any  time  off  at 
all,  and  the  only  result  of  these  reduc- 
tions was  discontent  in  the  service.  It 
was  a  question  where  the  men  were  going 
to  be  fomid  to  work  the  big  guns  at 
Singapore,  Aden,  and  other  coaling 
stations.  If  it  was  worth  while  having 
these  fortified  places,  surely  it  was  not 
worth  while,  for  the  sake  of  l,fiOO  gaxzisoD 
gunners,  to  seek  to  make  a  small  saving  by 
running  the  risk,  when  war  broke  out,  ol 
finding  these  important  coaling  stations 
in  a  position  in  which  they  could  not 
offer  an  effective  defence  against  the 
enemy.  There  was  one  other  reason  why 
he  thought  it  very  ill-advised  to  reduce  the 
Regular  Army,  and  that  was  the  state  of 
unemployment  in  the  country.  He  saw^ 
according  to  the  trade  unions  report  in 
the  Labour  Gazette  that  morning,  that 
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last  February  6 '4  per  cent,  of  the  people 
were  out  of  work  as  compared  with  3*9 
per  cent,  in  February  of  last  year.  That 
was  to  say  that  in  February  of  this  year 
there  were  more  people  out  of  work  than 
at  any  time  in  the  corresponding 
month  for  the  last  ten  years.  He  was 
the  last  person  to  say  that  th^ey 
should  make  men  soldiers  simply  to  give 
them  emplojrment,  but  surely  it  was 
better  to  teach  unemployed  men  to 
defend  their  country  than  to  pay  them 
full  wages  for  doing  nothing,  as  some  hon. 
Members  desired.  In  the  present  state 
of  unemployment  the  Gk>vemment  ought 
to  be  very  chary  about  reducing  the  Army 
and  thus  sendmg  men  into  the  Reserve, 
with  the  result  that  they  would  increase 
the  number  of  those  who  were  suffering 
from  lack  of  emplojrment.  He  had 
quoted  the  trade  union  figures,  but 
members  of  trade  \inions  were  after  all 
those  who  felt  the  pinch  least.  It  was 
among  the  floating  population,  to  which 
those  figures  did  not  apply,  that  unem- 
ployment existed  most.  He  strongly 
objected  to  this  reduction  of  4,000  men, 
and  he  went  further  and  said  that  he 
strongly  objected  to  the  reduction  of 
26,000  or  30,000  men  made  by  the 
Government  since  they  came  into  office. 
The  only  result  of  the  reduction  would 
be  that  in  the  not  distant  future  a  very 
large  expenditure  would  have  t/O  be 
undertaken  by  the  successors  of  the 
present  Grovemment  to  repair  the  damage 
they  had  done  to  His  Majesty's  Forces. 

♦Sir  H.  cotton  (Nottingham,  E.) 
said  he  proposed  to  confine  himself 
strictly  to  the  subject  of  the  Motion. 
For  that  purpose  he  took  as  his  text 
a  sentence  from  the  Memorandum  of 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  War  which 
accompanied  the  Army  Estimates. 
When  dealing  with  the  question  of 
effecting  reductions  in  the  Army,  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  said — 

•*  Looking  to  the  future,  it  is,  I  am  con- 
vinced, impossible  to  make  further  reductions 
in  Anny  Expenditure  on  a  consitlerable  scale 
unless  we  first  of  all  reduce  tlie  number  of 
troops  serving  abroad." 

He  would  have  preferred  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  to  speak  at  the  close  of  the 
debate  when  he  would  have  been  in  a 
position  to  reply  to  the  considerations 
which  had  been,  and  would   be  adduced 


on  this  point.  And  h^  re^ette  1  that 
when  he  did  speak  he  did  not  refer 
at  all  to  a  matter  which  he  himself 
was  convinced  was  the  only  way  of 
effecting  a  reduction  in  the  Army  of 
this  country.  There  was  a  very  small 
reduction  effected  in  South  Africa,  but 
he  observed  that  practically  it  did  not 
take  financial  effect  during  the  current 
year.  For  some  reason  or  other  there 
was  delay  in  communications  with  the 
Colonial  OflBice,  and  no  financial 
advantage  would  be  gained -from  this 
reduction  until  next  year.  But  at 
all  events  it  was  satisfactory  to  find 
that  the  War  OflBice  had  been  in  com- 
mimication  with  the  Colonial  Office  in 
respect  of  the  reduction  of  the  Army 
abroad.  He  could  find  nothing  in  the 
Memorandum  which  showed  that  the 
Secretary  for  War  had  been  in  communi- 
cation with  the  Secretary  for  India 
with  the  same  object.  He  had  addressed 
the  House  on  more  than  one  occasion 
on  this  question  of  the  reduction  of  the 
Army  in  India  as  affecting  the 
reduction  of  the  Army  in  this 
country.  This  consequential  reduction; 
was  due  to  the  existence  of  the  linked- 
battalion  system,  the  Card  well  system: 
as  it  was  called.  In  this  matter  he 
entirely  dissociated  himself  from 
the  observations  made  by  the 
hon.  Gentleman  who  seconded  the 
Resolution.  He  favoured  the  linked' 
battalion  system  because  it  enabled  this 
country  and  the  House  to  exercise  some 
control  over  Army  expenditure  in  India* 
If  they  abandoned  that  system  and  went 
in  for  an  Indian  Army  such  as  existed  in  old 
times  there  would  be  simply  no  control 
which  that  House  could  exercise  over 
unlimited  expenditure  in  India.  The 
Secretary  for  War  knew  that  very  well, 
and  had  pointed  out  in  his  Memorandum 
that  if  they  did  abandon  the  linked- 
battalion  system  the  result  would  be 
a  very  heavy  and  undue  burden  on  the 
Indian  people.  With  that  co  elusion  he 
entirely  agreed.  The  Secretary  for  War 
had  told  them,  and  he  had  listened  to  his 
remarks  with  amazement — it  was  not  the 
first  time  he  had  made  them  in  that 
House — that  there  had  been  no  change  in 
the  strength  of  the  Indian  Anny,  cer- 
tainly for  many  yea  rs,  and  indeed  he  had 
gone  so  far  as  to  say  that  that  strength 
had  been  settled  after  the  Mutiny,  and 


875 


Supply 


{COMMONS} 


Report. 


876 


that  we  still  retained  the  same 
Army  in  India  as  was  sanctioned  after 
the  Mutiny.  That  was  a  complete 
misconception  of  the  facts.  After 
the  Mutiny  the  strength  of  the  British 
Army  in  India  was  not  settled  at  all. 
All  that  was  settled  was  the  proportion 
which  the  British  troops  should  bear 
to  the  natives.  It  was  settled  that  the 
proportion  should  be  one-thir(l,or  one-half, 
varying  in  the  different  Presidencies,  and 
that  there  were  to  be  no  artillery  among 
the  native  tnx^ps.  He  went  to  India 
forty-one  years  ago,  not  ver}'  long  after  the 
Mutiny.  There  were  then  55,000  British 
troops  in  the  Army.  Lord  Lawrence 
was  then  Viceroy,  and  he  exerted  him- 
self to  reduce  the  strength  of  the  Indian 
Army.  He  reduced  it  by  7,000  men, 
and  at  an  examination  before  a  Committee 
of  that  House  he  gloried  that  he  had 
done  so.  Subsequent  Governor- Generals 
had  done  the  same  thing.  In  Lord 
Ripon's  time  the  Army  was  about  50,000 
men.  At  that  time  there  was  a  Com- 
mission in  India  considering  the  strength 
of  the  Army,  consisting  of  all  the  most 
distinguished  officers  in  India,  and  after 
discussion  with  the  War  Office  in  this 
country'  it  was  decided  that  a  maximum 
of  60,000  trof.ps  was  ample.  After  some 
further  discussion  extending  over  a  year 
or  two  more  the  number  was  increased 
to  61,000.  And  then  what  happened  ? 
There  was  a  sudden  panic  in 
this  countiy  due  to  the  Penjdeh 
incident.  It  was  feared  that  war  with 
Russia  was  imminent,  and  that  India 
would  be  invaded.  Lord  Randolph 
Churchill  was  then  Secretary  of  State 
for  India,  and  the  British  Army  in  India 
was  suddenly  increased  by  11,000  British, 
and  about  20,000  native  tro(  ps.  This 
increase  remained  till  the  Boer  Wcr 
when  the  number  of  Eritish  troops 
was  reduced  to  63,000  in  conse- 
quence of  the  drafts  made  ijpjn 
India  to  supply  men  for  South 
Africa.  At  no  time  during  his  life  was 
England  in  a  more  anxious  position  than 
during  that  time.  We  were  not  friendly 
with  some  great  Poweis,  and  were  waging 
a  very  costly  war.  At  that  time  we  were 
able  to  reduce  our  British  Army  in  India 
to  63,000  men.  It  stood  at  79,000  at  this 
moment.  These  were  the  facts  illus- 
trating the  oscillations  and  the  changes 
which  had  taken  place  in  the  strength 

Sir  H,  Cotton. 


of  the  British  Army  in  India  during  tlie 
p2,8t  fifty  years,  and  they  wore-  com- 
pletely different  from  the  complr.cent 
statement  made  by  the  Secretary  of  Stat* 
that  practically  there  had  been  no  ch?nge 
made  in  the  strength  of  the  Army  since 
the  Mutiny.  The  British  Army  in  India 
had  fluctuated  according  to  the  fluctua- 
ting pDlicies  which  prevailed,  ard  it  stood 
this  moment  at  a  higher  figuie  thAn 
ever  before.  What  was  our  posi- 
tion now  ?  We  had  just  triumphantly 
concluded  an  Agreement  with  Russia. 
What  was  the  importance  of  that  Agree- 
ment— did  it  possess  any  importance  at 
all,  if  it  did  not  enable  us  to  reduce  a 
single  soldier  in  that  country  ?  They 
were  told  it  was  of  enormous  strat^ 
importance.  He  thought  it  was,  and  he 
also  thought  it  was  extremely  desirable 
that  we  should  have  a  treaty  with 
Russia.  We  stood  at  peace  with  her 
and  with  the  whole  world.  We  had  an 
alliance  with  Japan,  there  was  the 
entente  cordiale  with  France,  and  our 
position  with  the  whole  world  was  now 
more  satisfactory,  as  during  the  Boer 
War  it  was  mora  unsatisfactory,  than 
in  the  course  of  his  lifetime  he  could 
recollect.  And  so  it  was  that  they 
appealed  to  the  Government  to  take 
advantage  of  this  Agreement.  Let  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  confer  with 
the  Secretary  for  India  as  he  had  done 
with  the  Colonial  Secretary,  and  consider 
very  seriously  whether  some  reduction 
might  not  be  made  in  the  strength  of 
the  Indian  Army  in  the  face  of  the  facts 
which  he  had  brought  to  the  notice  of 
the  House.  The  Government  of  the 
day  under  the  influence  of  panic  had 
lost  no  time  in  increasing  the  strength  of 
the  Indian  Army  and  kept  it  permanently 
on  the  books.  Now  when  we  had  con- 
cluded what  was  described  as  one  of  the 
most  important  Agreements  in  history 
we  were  not  able  to  follow  it  up  by  the 
reduction  of  a  single  man  in  the  Indian 
Army.  What  a  satire  all  this  was  on 
our  boasted  diplomacy.  These  were  the 
observations  he  desired  to  bring  to  the 
notice  of  the  House  in  support  of  the 
Motion.  It  was  the  third  time  he 
had  addressed  the  House  on  this  sub- 
ject, and  he  regretted  that  he  had  never 
had  the  good  fortune  of  speaking 
in  the  presence  of  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  War.     He    trusted    his   hon* 
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friend  the  Financial  Secretary  would 
represent  to  the  Secretary  for  War  the 
views  he  had  put  before  the  House  and 
urge  upon  him  the  advisability  of  con- 
sulting the  Secretary  for  India  with  a 
view  to  reducing  the  Indian  Army. 

♦Mr.  REES  (Montgomery  Boroughs) 
said  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War  con- 
cluded his  speech  by  appealing  to  hon. 
Members  below  the  Gangway  not  to  push 
him  too  far.  That  appeal  was  wholly 
unnecessary  in  his  case,  and  personally 
he  regarded  with  great  apprehension  the 
continual  'efforts  made  by  some  of  his 
hon.  friends  upon  the  extreme  Left 
to  dig  holes  for  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  to  fall  into.  The  hon. 
Member  for  East  Nottingham's  figures, 
like  his  facts,  were  somewhat  erroneous. 
The  hon.  Member  who  moved  the  re- 
duction had  urged  that  this  country  could 
not  go  beyond  a  certain  expenditure 
in  maintaining  the  Army  and  Navy. 
That  argument  should  not  be  pushed 
too  far,  and  hon.  Members  should  bear 
in  mind  that  they  could  not  leave  out 
of  account  a*iything  that  might  affect 
our  sea  power.  Because  they  had  a 
great  Navy — and  they  were  sure  to  have 
very  heavy  building  programmes  for  the 
Navy  for  the  next  few  years — it  was  no 
use  arguing  on  that  account  that 
they  could  let  the  Army  down.  Hon. 
Members  spoke  as  if  this  country  h?.d 
no  land  frontier  to  protect,  whereas,  as 
a  matter  of  fact  they  had  a  greater  land 
frontier  in  various  parts  of  the  world 
than  any  other  existing  Power.  He  did 
not  wish  to  enter  into  these  generr.l 
questions  except  to  refute  the  doctrine 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  New- 
castle-under-Lyme  that  an  untrained 
soldier  was  as  good  as  a  trained 
one.  He  had  never  met  any  per- 
sons taking  part  in  military  opera- 
tions who  agreed  with  that  contention 
in  any  sense.  The  figures  quoted  with 
regard  to  the  Indian  Army  had  put  an  | 
entirely  false  complexion  upon  this  im-  > 
portant  question.  It  had  not  been  ' 
mentioned  to  the  House  that  whereas, 
before  the  Mutiny  the  Army  in  India 
consisted  of  upwards  of  700,000  men, 
to-day  it  was  only  226.000.  It  war^ 
quite  true  that  the  proportion  of  Euro- 
pean troops  was  far  greater  now  than  it 
was  before  the  Mutiny  and  he  thanked 


God  for  it,  bec?.use  as  a  matter  of  pru- 
dence, after  that  great  disaster  in  India 
it  was  arranged  th\t  instead  of 
the  native  troops  remaining  in  the  pro- 
portion of  five  to  one  as  they  were  before 
the  Mutiny  they  should  never  fall  below 
three  to  one.  The  British  soldier  in  India 
now  was  in  the  proportion  of  '023  per 
cent,  of  the  population  whilst  soldiers  both 
British  and  native  were  in  the  proportion 
of  •  07  per  cent,  of  the  population.  Those 
pitifully  small  numbers  were  responsible 
for  maintaining  the  peace  and  prosperity 
and  welfare  of  300,000,000  of  inhabitants 
of  India,  as  well  as  for  the  safety  of  the 
lives  of  our  fellow-countrymen,  and  for 
the  security  of  the  hundreds  of  millions 
we  had  invested  in  India.  He  hap- 
pened to  be  on  the  Indian  frontier 
when  the  scare  took  place  which  brought 
them  within  an  ace  of  war  with  Russia, 
and  the  tune  was  different  then. 
We  had  only  74,000  British  troops  in 
India  now,  but  that  was  6,000  short  of 
what  was  considered  necessary  after 
the  Mutiny.  The  hon.  Member  for 
Nottingham  said  that  he  did  not 
object  to  the  Cardwell  system,  although 
he  hid  argued  that  they  should  go 
back  to  a  long-service  Army  in  India. 
After  consultation  with  a  great  many 
authorities  he  maintained  that  a  long- 
service  Army  in  India  would  be  far  more 
expensive  to  the  Indian  Exchequer  than 
the  present  system.  Their  experience 
in  India  showed  that  they  could  not 
raise  a  long-service  Army  there  conveni- 
ently, if  at  all,  at  the  present  day. 
Under  the  linked-battalion  system  no 
doubt  India  had  to  pay  a  high  price  for 
her  Army,  but  for  every  penny  spent  she 
got  the  flower  of  the  British  Army.  If 
any  one  of  those  men  fell  sick  he  was  sent 
home  and  another  man  was  sent  to  take 
his  place,  and  it  was  not  bad  finance  if 
for  paying  a  good  price  they  got  a  good 
article.  The  burden  of  his  hon.  friend's 
speech  was  that  now  the  Anglo- Russian 
Convention  had  been  concluded  that 
menace  had  gone,  and  therefore  they 
ought  to  reduce  the  Army.  He  was 
surprised  that  an  hon.  Member,  who  had 
been  in  the  East,  should  use  such  an 
argument  as  that.  So  far  from  Russia 
being  weaker  now  throush  having  been 
relieved  of  her  responsibilities  in  the 
Far  East, she  was  all  the  stronger  especially 
in  the  Middle  East,  and  therefore  they 
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would  be  madmen  in  this  country  if  they  I  they  were  unjust  judges  and  oppresson 
accepted  such  an  argument.     Had  hon.  i  of    the    native    races.     Only    the  year 


Members  read  the  latest  evidence  con- 
tained in  Mr.  Fraser's  book,  which 
showed  that  new  Russian  railways  were 
converging  upon  the  Afghan  frontier, 
by  means  of  which  enormous  armies 
could  be  rapidly  placed  upon  ^^hat 
wa;  practicaUy  our  Indian  frontier? 
Nobody  who  knew  the  actual  facts 
were  even  likely  to  come  here  and 
say  that,  because  of  the  Anglo-Russian 
Convention,  they  wore  in  a  position  to 
reduce  the  troops  in  India.  He  knew 
that   in   a    book   written   by   the    hon. 


before  last  theie  was  a  senous  nsing 
which  required  the  interference  of  troops. 
Hardly  a  day  passed  when  the  assump- 
tion was  not  made  that  hLmanity  was 
peculiar  to  ourselves  and  thit  man  wha 
left  this  country  to  administer,  cr  to 
aisi^t  in  administering,  a  foreign  countiy 
on  behalf  of  Great  Britain  fell  into  the 
depths  of  inhumanity. 


Sir  H.  COTTON: 
potential  burglars. 


All  mankind  are 


*Mr.  REES  said  he  failed  to  see  the 


Member  for  East  Nottingham,  it  was ! 
stated  that  they  might  remove  the  ''  poi^t  of  the  interruption.  It  did  not 
whole  British  Army  from  Indiii  and  i  appear  to  him  to  be  pertinent.  The 
govern  it  safely  under  treaties  made  with  ,  ^o^-  M«ral>er  ^or  Tyneside  asked  what 
foreign  nations.*  Tho  hon.  Member  ac-  \  <5"™es  had  we  committed  that  anyone 
tually  thought  thev  could  '  abolish  the  '  «^^"'^  ,f  ^^P^  "«^  W«"'  ^^^^^  ^^'°«? 
Annv,  but  he  did  not  think  there  was  ^ad  a  Bond  Street  jeweller  committed, 
a  single  person  in  the  House  who  would  ^^<^  \}''^t''  lockup  his  <iiamond8l  The 
a^ree  with  him,  or  that  his  fantastic  i  ^^^'^^  ^^«""^«^  for  lyneside  wked  who 
nations  of  the  sufficiency  of  treaties  was  ^f  ^^  ^^^  potential  burglars  ?  He  replied, 
likely   to   find  support    in  any    serious    ^A^^^^^  n?t^«°«!  »<>  ^<^"g  "«^«  ^^^  »°^: 


quarter. 


He    had  also    said   that   at '  tl'^ng  T'},'' .^"^ l" ^.  "*/^k*"'"1.^  ""** 

we  had  all  tho  best  of  the  earth,  or  a 


fliA    TM.<»»^n4-    r«^v.^^«4-    T?»«i««^    ,„«„    «4.  we  naa  an  tno  oesii  oi  me  earcn,  or  s 
tne    present   moment    xlineland    was   at  j  j    i     r   -^      m.     i.        ^i      l      r 

-^1.  a.1  1 1    1    f  ^1    J.  eood  deal  of  it.     The  hon.  Member  for 

peace  with  the  world,  but  that  was  an  £ ,     ,        \  ^   ,      .      \  jiwi.  momwoi  lu 

i^«,;„^„«  .*.* ^      '.1  i.:„^..-.„ J  Blackpool  had  referred  to  the  question  of 


» quests 


ominous  statement,  and  history  proved  '  ^^'^P^*  "»^  T'Vl  ^^^^^^^\'^^^' 
that  the  world  was  often  on  theeve  of  an  '  ^^d^^^ion  from  the  labour  poiat  of  view 


outbreak  when   such   complacent  reflec- 
tions were  made.     He  could  not  admit 


and  he  was  not  going  to  argue  the  point 
which  he  raised,  but  he  was  bound  to 


the     argument     thit      all      the     ^^eat    P^^^^^^**^**^^™^*^^^^'^*^ 
Indian    soldiers    were    opposed    to    the  .  !i^!Jl^  *^,«,.™^^^*.*^_^^ 


10,000  soldiers  was  treated  as  a  trifling 
matter.  It  did  not  appear  to  him  that 
the  representatives  of  the  dockyard  con- 


Card  woll  system.     Reference  had    bee.i 

made    to    the    ease    with     which    tho 

garrison    could    be    reduced    in    Egypt.      ,.,      -  .  i     ▼   ,         »,      t  «i 

He  was  amazed  th.t  the  same  schoc)!  of   stituencies  or  the  Labour  Members  really 


regarded  the  money  spent  by  the  State 
upon  military  establishments  as  un- 
productive expenditure  or  wasted  money. 


thought  which  would  rcdu(?e  our  garrison 

in    Egypt     a  A     in     India    was     that 

very     'school    which      encouraged     the    proauctive  expem 

Egyptians  a  .d  the  Indians  to  stand  up    ^or  loud    objections  were  raised   wheD 

against 


^„^    ,  I           ,  \    arsenals  and  salaries  wero  reduced.     Ex- 
our    rule,    and    was  i)n-])ared  j.^  i.  i  j       j    ^i.        i. 
♦,^   t^.,+    VI, «^^..;,          -f    •♦                    penditure  which    produced    the   where- 
to  treat    Macedonia    as   if    it  were    an    ^  .^i    i  .                ^  •  j     *  •  j  *      n- 
T?.,«];,u    «.     ♦         HI       1  ^r      u         withal  to  support  mdustnes  and  families 
Enghsh    county.      Ihc    hon.  Members               •      r    1^        j     *,*  j-^ 
-  *^                                                               was,    m    fact,   productive    expenditure. 

He  hoped  that  for  the  benefit  of  those 

who  were  far  away  from  this  country 

serving  us  abroad  it  would  not  go  forth 

to  those  who  read  these  debates  that 


who  urged  those  yiews  wore  tho  suue 
in«*n  who  so  f\r  from  apprei'i  .ting 
the  poiU^e  and  pro-pority  brought  upr^n 
Egypt  by  Lord  ('n»nior  rctiially  in  thi> 


House     rofuaed  to  support    th»»    sinill  ^i  "•^-       .   i  i.     v    v        ^  •     j 

^    .  ^  1-      T      II-         1.  the  position  taken  up  by  his  hon.  fnend 

pittamo    voted  to  his    Lurdship.     The  ,i_  \r k.»  t^^  t?-:4.   <r^**;««i. 

merest    fraction  of  the   money  he   had 


the  Menil>er  for  East  Nottingham  was 
allowed  to  pass  without  being  immedi- 
ately challenged  and  refuted,  both  in 
regard  to  the  facts  and  to  the  figures  of 
,        ,  ,        .  which    he    made    use.      Th)   army  ii 

w.i.-u    th.^y    heard    eyery    day    i:i    the    jn^ia  was  far  smaller  than  before   the 
Hv»ust>  th'ir  white  brethren  treated  as  if    Mutiny,   and   aboye  all,   the    European 
Mr.  L\fs, 


.-aved  thii  cou;itr/.  With  regard  tn 
South  Africa,  it  could  not  be  c.n  oasy 
thinn    to     riMlnre    the    carrisons    th-^re. 
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K>p6  were  below  the  figure  considered 
cessary  after  the  Mutiny,  not  to 
iist  Russian  aggression,  but  to  ren- 
r  India  safe.  Of  course  any  hon. 
smber  could  take  any  view  he  liked 
to  the  attitude  of  foreign  Powers, 
d  he  might  believe  that  they  all  desired 
e  British  nation  to  retain  all  the  best 
ings  in  the  world  simply  for  the 
ve  of  the  Briti  h  and  their  wayi, 
it  he  did  not  think  that  the 
titude  of  hon.  Members  who  were 
ntinually  assuming  that  foreign  nations 
3re  less  humane  than  we  were  was 
cely  to  bring  about  that  position  in  which 
3  diould  be  able  to  keep  the  best  of 
erything  without  keeping  our  powder 
y.  He  sincerely  hoped  in  regard  to 
le  Indian  Army  that  it  would  be  dis- 
Eictly  understood  that  the  greatest 
inger  would  attach  to  the  reduction 
;  the  European  troops  below  the  present 
jure.  He  could  not  understand  why 
ley  should  be  reduced  when  India 
lid  for  all  she  got,  and  was  a  great 
isistance  to  Britain  in  maintaining  the 
rmy  in  its  all  British  aspect.  The 
>pulation  and  area  of  India  had  largely 
loreased,  the  difficulty  of  governing  it 
id  certainly  not  decreased,  and  there 
as  no  case  for  reducing  our  insurance. 
!e  felt  very  strongly  on  this  subject, 
id  he  was  most  anxious  to  say  that 
16  view  placed  before  the  House  to-night 
lat  because  a  strategic  convention  had 
den  established  with  Russia,  important 
ad  valuable  as  he  thought  it,  we  could 
omediately  reduce  our  troops  and 
met  to  the  good  feeling  of  that  or  any 
fcher  nation,  seemed  to  him  to  be  a 
iece  of  positive — well,  he  did  not  know 
y  what  word  to  describe  it  consistently 
ith  the  rules  of  Parliamentary  order  so 
e  would  resume  his  seat. 

♦Mr.  J.  M.  ROBERTSON  (Northuni- 
erland,  Tyneside)  said  the  hon.  Member 
3r  the  Montgomery  Borouj^hs  had  given 
he  House  an  instructive  illustration  of 
he  psychology  of  the  militarist  mind. 
le  had  urged  the  necessity  of  con- 
inuously  increasing  the  armaments  of 
he  Empire. 

♦Mr.  REE8:   Not  at  all,  Sii. 

« 

♦Mb.  J.  M.  ROBERTSON  :  Well,  he 
•id  he  would  be  glad  to  increase  them 
!  ka  Goold. 


*Mr.  REES  :    Not  at  all.  Sir. 


♦ilR.  J.M.  ROBERTSON  said  the  hon. 
Member,  while  undertaking  to  correct 
th3  hon.  Member  for  Nottingham^ 
had  not  been  at  pains  to  get  the 
latest  figures  on  the  subject;  he  had 
brought  into  the  House  figures  two  years, 
old.  They  were  the  figures  published 
in  January,  1906.  That  was  hardly  the^ 
way  to  put  correct  statistics  before  tha 
House.  But  he  was  not  concerned  so- 
much  with  the  figures,  for  that  was  a 
matter  of  no  great  importance.  He  waa 
concerned  with  what  he  might  term  tha 
mental  attitude  of  his  hon.  friend  on 
this  subject.  The  hon.  Member's  con* 
tention  was  that  th^y  were  to  maintain 
the  strength  of  the  Army  in  India  at  the 
present  enormous  figure  after  having 
made  an  agreement  with  Russia  which 
had  been  acclaimed  as  the  most  ad* 
vantageous  diplomatic  arrangement  ever 
made  in  their  time.  The  hon.  Member 
assured  them  that  this  did  not  make  the 
slightest  dilierence.  We  might  im- 
prove  our  position  as  much  as  we  pleased^ 
but  we  could  not  reduce  the  Army.  If 
that  was  so,  what  was  the  use  of  the 
triumphs  of  diplomacy  ?  Why  should 
hon.  Members  be  asked  to  spend  their 
time  considering  diplomatic  arrange- 
ments and  to  speak  of  them  in  terms  of 
the  highest  eulogium  when  not  a  farthing 
of  value  came  from  them  in  the  long  runt 
From  the  point  of  view  of  the  hon.  Mem* 
ber  for  Montgomery  Burghs,  diplomatic 
treaties  were  futile  indeed,  because  all 
the  nations  of  the  earth  were  in  hi* 
view  potential  burglars. 

♦Mr.  REES  said  the  word  was  his  hon. 
friend's,  and  he  merely  adopted  it  m 
debate. 

♦xMr.  J.M.  ROBERTSON  said  his  hon. 
friend  adopted  the  words  and  he  could 
not  run  away  from  them  now.  He 
declared  that  all  the  Powers  with  which 
we  had  to  deal  to-day  were  potential 
burglars. 

*:vIr.  REES  again  dissented. 

*Mr.  J.  M.  ROBERTSON  said  "bur- 
glars "  was  the  word  used  and  he  pro- 
posed to  stick  to  it.  His  hon.  friend  did 
not  seem  to  realise  that  the  principle 
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which  he  had  set  forth  made  out  that  the 
British  colonists,  nav,  that  the  members 
of  the  Indian  Civil  Service,  were  potential 
burglars,  and  that  these  potential  burglars 
were  members  of  the  service  to  which  he 
formerly  belonged,  although  when  such 
men  belonged  to  another  nation  he  would 
not  accord  to  them  a  single  good  quality. 

♦Mr.  REESsaid  hathe,  o>  Ih3  ro.- 
trary,  credited  foreign  nations  with  as 
much  humanity  as  ourselves,  differing  in 
that  respect  from  the  hon.  Member. 

*Mr.  J.  M.  ROBERTSON  said  he  had 
been  at  a  loss  to  know  what  good  quality 
the  hon.  Member  accorded  to  the  people 
of  any  other  State.  His  hon.  friend 
was  still  exceedingly  anxious  to  destroy 
as  many  of  them  at  a  moment's  notice  as 
he  possibly  could.  \Vhat  he  wished  to 
point  out  was  the  kind  of  temper,  the  sta*:e 
of  mind,  the  political  philosophy,  that 
stood  behind  this  demand  to  which  they 
were  always  listening  for  the  perpetual 
expansion,  or  at  least  the  fullest  possible 
maintenance,  of  the  armed  forces  of  the 
Empire.  They  were  asked  to  take  the 
authority  of  men  whose  conceptions  of 
the  relations  of  the  States  and  peoples  of 
the  world  were  worthy  of  the  ages  of 
barbarism,  and  for  whom  a  great  deal 
less  could  be  said  than  for  those  who 
held  su(  h  views  in  the  ages  of  barbarism. 
A  number  of  hon.  Gentlemen  on  the 
Opposition  Benches  shared  those  views. 
The  hon.  Member  for  Blackpool  had 
referred  to  the  position  at  Malta  and 
Gibraltar,  and  he  seemed  to  suggest 
that,  notwithstanding  the  entente  coTdiahf 
and  the  improvement  in  foreign  relations 
due  to  diplomatic  arrangements,  the 
Empire  was  more  vulnerable  and  in 
greater  danger  than  ever.  The  question 
was  :  Were  they,  or  were  those  gentle- 
men, morally  perverted  in  the  conceptions 
they  held  as  to  the  relations  between  us  and 
foreign  nations  ?  An  hon.  Member  h  d 
said  that  we  had  assumed  new  financial 
burdens  and  new  military  responsibility 
in  respect  of  the  Transvaal  and  the 
Orange  Free  State.  That  was  one  of 
the  arguments  which  came  from  the 
other  side  of  the  House.  He  ventured 
to  say  that  the  Transvaal  and  the  Orange 
Free  State  would  undertake  to  defend 
themselves  with  ease  against  any  enemy 
that  might  come  against  them.    As  to 
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India,  what  rational  word  had  the 
House  heard  to  make  them  feel  that  the 
present  figure,  enormous  relatively  to  the 
position  of  affairs,  should  be  maintamed 
there  ?  He  listened  with  interest  to 
the  speech  of  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  on  this  subject,  and  he  failed  to  dis- 
cover any  hint  of  a  reason,  save  in  one 
phrase  in  which  he  spoke  of  the  experts. 
Their  old  friends  the  experts  had  declared 
that  the  number  of  the  present  force 
in  India  could  not  be  reduced.  The 
experts  had  said  it,  the  fiat  had  gone 
forth,  and  that  settled  the  question. 
He  could  assure  the  Grovernment  that 
if  they  failed  to  give  any  more  intelligible 
reason  than  that  for  maintaining  a 
force  of  76,000  men  in  India,  with 
Russia  prostrate,  and  with  Russia  on 
terms  of  friendly  arrangement  with  this 
country  in  regard  to  r^ersia,  men  of 
commonsense  were  forced  to  put  the 
question  :  Were  we  bound  to  maintain 
that  figure  in  terms  of  a  secret  agreement 
with  Japan  ?  He  wished  the  (Govern- 
ment to  give  an  answer  on  that  point. 
It  might  be  a  mistake  to  make  that 
assumption,  but  if  the  Government  did 
not  give  an  explanation,  he  was  bound 
to  come  to  the  conclusion  which  seemed 
to  afford  the  only  rational  explanation 
for  the  maintenance  of  the  present  force  in 
India.  The  Army  in  India  was  a  mon- 
strous burden  on  the  very  poorest  of  the 
population  in  that  country.  There  was 
peipetual  famine,  the  livestock  was  going 
down  year  by  year,  and  there  was  growing 
discontent. 

Mr.  DEPUTY-SPEAKER :  That 
question  does  not  arise  now.  The  question 
of  the  condition  of  India  is  only  relative 
so  far  as  the  Army  is  concerned. 

*Mr.  J.  M.  ROBERTSON  said  he 
was  only  dealing  with  arguments 
used  by  his  hon.  friend  the  Member 
for  the  Montgomery  Boroughs,  who  took 
up  that  very  question.  The  present 
military'  burdens  on  India  which  he  and 
his  friends  were  seeking  to  reduce  were 
part  of  the  causation  of  the  growing 
discontent  in  India.  His  hon.  friend, 
who  professed  to  speak  with  a  knowledge 
of  India,  had  never  glanced  at  that 
aspect  of  the  matter.  The  growing 
military  burden  of  the  Indian  Army 
was  apparently  going  to  expand  every 
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decade,  and  the  experts  would  give  the 
same  answer.  He  and  his  friends  on 
that  side  of  the  House  regarded  that  as  a 
truly  dangerous  state  of  things.  They 
"Were  referred  to  the  lessons  of  history 
by  gentlemen  who  seemed  to  feel  about 
history  like  the  undergraduate  who  said  : 
"It's  such  a  splendid  subje:t,  because 
it  does  not  require  any  thinking." 
If  there  was  any  lesson  to  be 
learned  from  the  history  of  the  great 
Empires  of  the  past  it  was  that 
they  died  of  the  disease  of  militarism. 
Under  the  Roman  Empire  almost  the 
whole  resources  of  the  State  were  spent 
in  military  enterprises ;  and  the  diseases 
under  wlach  that  Empire  broke  down 
were  generated  by  the  military  system. 
That  was  the  very  case  in  India.  He 
was  bound  to  repeat  that  mere  deliverances 
on  the  part  of  experts  should  not  be 
listened  to  in  the  House.  Let  the  ex- 
perts say  when  a  war  broke  out  how 
that  war  was  to  be  conducted,  but  it 
did  not  lie  in  their  knowledge  or  capacity 
to  tell  the  House  what  amount  of 
military  expenditure  this  country  was 
capable  of  bearing.  That  was  for  the 
House  to  determine,  and  they  said  that 
the  burden  militarism  pressed  upon  the 
nation  imduly. 

♦Mr.  REES  asked  if  the  hon.  Gentleman 
was  under  the  impression  that  the  Con- 
gress Party  proposed  to  govern  India 
without  the  British  Army? 

♦Mr.  J.  M.  ROBERTSON  said  that 
that  was  a"  most  unnecessary  interrup- 
tion. The  question  before  the  House 
was  whether  the  Army  could  not  be 
reduced  by  10,000  men.  Surely  they 
could  debate  such  a  plain  issue.  The 
proposition  of  his  hon.  friends  was  that 
no  reason  had  been  shown  why  the 
coimtry  should  not  reduce  the  Army 
by  10,000  men.  The  right  hon.  Baronet 
the  Secretary  for  Foreign  AfFairs  in  a 
speech  made  by  him  in  1903  used  the 
expression  that  a  striking  force  of  80,000 
men  was  all  that  was  necessary. 

Mr.  LUTTRELL:  Or  even  40,000 
men. 

♦Mr.  J.  M.  ROBERTSON  :  Well,  or 
even  40,000  men.  TLat  declaration  was 
put  forward  by  an  eminent  member  of 


the  Government,  who  surely  spjke  with 
some  sense  of  responsibility,  and  th's  was 
only  three  or  four  years  ago.  Could  it 
be  seriously  stated  that  anything  had 
happened  since  that  time  to  necessitate 
a  striking  force  of  160,000  men,  especially 
when  we  were  now  on  good  terms  with 
Russia  ?  Would  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man tell  the  House  whether  this  figure 
of  160,000  men  had  been  imposed  upon 
us  by  some  secret  kind  of  understandmg, 
and  was  this  country  to  be  tied  down  to 
that  figure,  or  was  it  the  fiual  contention 
of  Ministers  that  the  opinion  of  experts 
must  guide  the  House  ? 

Captain  CRAIG  (Down,  E.)  said  he  had 
heard  only  a  portion  of  the  speech  of  the 
hon.  Member  and  it  occurred  to. him  that 
in  pressing  still  further  on  the  House  the 
reduction  of  the  Army  by  10,000  men, 
the  hon.  Member  had  transferred  the 
vigorous  appeal  recently  made  for  the 
reduction  of  the  Navy  to  that  of  the 
Army.  It  would  be  a  very  grave 
move  on  the  part  of  the  country 
to  acquiesce  in  the  reduction  of  the 
present  strength  of  the  Army  by  10,000 
men,  whilst  the  new  scheme  inaugurated 
by  the  Secretary  for  War  was  in  a  state 
of  transition.  No  one  could  say,  not 
even  the  Secretary  for  War,  in  what 
condition  the  Army,  including  the  Terri- 
torial Force,  stood  at  the  present  time. 
Much  more,  no  one  could  prognosticate 
what  the  outcome  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman's  scheme  would  be.  He  had 
listened  for  three  quarters  of  an  hour  to 
the  Secretary  for  War,  and  with  equal 
attention  to  what  had  fallen  from  hon. 
Members  on  the  Government  benches, 
and  although  he  did  not  pretend  to 
know  anything  about  the  very  important 
subjects  touched  upon,  he  was  sure  that 
nothing  had  been  said  which  would  justify 
their  reducing  the  Army  by  a  single 
artilleryman,  cavalryman,  or  Volunteer 
If  the  Government  had  been  in  power 
for  ten  or  fifteen  years  and  had  had  a 
settled  Army  policy  laid  down,  there 
might  have  been  some  ground  for  moving 
that  the  Army  should  be  reduced  by 
5,000  men,  or  increased  by  150  men, 
but  he  was  astounded  that  anyone 
should  have  the  courage  to  stand  up 
in  the  House  of  Commons  and  suggest 
that  while  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  was 
re -organising  his  forces  they  should  turn 
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llKvu  luttMrions  were.    There  had  been  in  j 
Kvort  \!oUitiS  a  great  tenden  y  on  the 
wit  kA    movers  of   Resolutions   to   run 
^\^«y  \>uon  it  on  me  to   a  division,   and 
*%xmo  of  ihoin  on  thnt  side  of  the  House 
\\v\v     getting      rather    tired     of   those 
vowrnllN  tuftics.  Hon.  Gentlemen  of  this 
kiml  when  the  time  for  a  division  came 
wjikod  the  Speaker's  permission  to  with- 
draw their  proposals.     Honour  was  satis- 
fied as  fur  as  they  were  concerned.     They 
had  spread  dissatisfaction  and  yet  at  the 
last  moment   they  would   not   go    into 
the  lobby  in  respect  of  the  pernicious 
Amendments      had      put      upon      the 
Paper.     If   there    was    a    reduction    of 
10,000  men  in  the  Army  owing  to  this 
Amendment   being  carried   by  a   com- 
bination of  Radicals  and  Socialists,  he 
would  ask  the  mover  of  it  to  say  what 
he  was  going  to  do  with  those  10,000  men. 
This    question  was  raised  on  the  Navy 
and  it  was  very  pertinent  to  the  sub- 
ject they  were   discussing.      Supposing 
an  Amendment  was  carried  in  the  pre- 
sence of  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
to  the  effect  that  they  ought  to  turn 
10,000  men  out  of  the  Army,  had  the 
mover  or  the  seconder  the  faintest  idea 
of  what  was  to  become  of  those  men  ? 
Were  those  men  to  be  pensioned  or  were 
they  to  be  thrown  upon  the  rates  ?     Were 
they  to  be  the  oldest  men  in  the  Army 
or  the  latest  recruits?    Whatever  view 
was  taken  of  it  it  was  a  cruel    thing 
to  move  an  Amendment  of  this  kind. 
If  the  hon.  Member  had  come  forward 
and    said    that    in    future    years    the 
standard  of  the  Army  ought  not  to  be 
greater    than    a    certain  number    there 
would   not   be    so    much   brutality    in 
it,  as  that  standard  could  be  provided 
for  by  ceasing  to  recruit  more  than  a 
certain  number  year  after  year ;  but  to 
come  down  and  move  that  10,000  men 
should  be  flung  out  of  the  Army  without 
any  notice  was  quite  a  different  matter, 
especially  when  upon  the  responsibilty 
of  the   Army   authorities   the   men   so 
dealt  with  might   have   been   recruited 
the  day  before  or  years  before.     Respect- 
able  men  were  invited  to   serve  their 
country,    and   when   they   had   become 
proficient  in  the   performance   of  their 
duties  in  the  cavalry,  artillery,   or  in- 
fantry, and  had  mastered  the  intricacies 
of  their  profession,  then  it  was  suggested 
that  the  War  Office  should  turn  round 
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and  say  :  "  We  recruited  you  for  service 
at  home  and  abroad,  but  now  owing  to 
the  preponderance  of  Radical  opinion 
in  the  House  of  Commons,  and  owing  to 
the  fact  that  we  have  to  save  money 
somewhere  for  social  measiues  at  home, 
we  are  sorry  to  say  that  you,  poor  Tommy 
Atkins,  10,000  of  you,  must  go  on  the 
streets  to-morrow."  If  such  a  course  were 
p  rsued  it  would  be  impossible  to  get 
efficiency,  and  it  was  difficult  to  esti- 
mate the  wrong  that  would  be  done. 
It  would  be  a  cruel  thing  to  reduce 
the  Army  by  10,000  men  in  order  that 
money  might  be  saved  to  support  some 
particular  fad  of  the  supporters  of  the 
Government.  After  all  was  said  and  done, 
when  the  saving  had  been  effected  we 
might  find  ourselves  engaged  in  a  war 
which,  in  consequence  of  this  reduction, 
would  plunge  the  country  into  a  far 
worse  mess  than  they  were  in  at  the  time 
of  the  South  African  War,  and  cost  us  con- 
siderably more  than  the  saving  effected. 
He  did  not  think  the  House  would 
listen  for  a  moment  to  so  miserable  an 
Amendment,  which  had  already  received 
more  consideration  than  it  deserved. 

♦Mr.  EVERETT  (Suffolk,  Woodbridge) 
said  the  Motion  before  the  House  was 
to  reduce  the  armaments  of  this  country, 
and  surely  hon.  Members  would  agree 
that  there  was  some  necessity  for  that. 
What     were    the    facts?     During    the 
ten   years    prior   to    the    last    general 
election,   when    hon.   Gentlemen    oppo- 
site   were    in    power,  the    expenditure 
on  aimaments  in  this  country  actuaUy 
doubled,  a  circimistance  quite  unprece- 
dented in  our  history.     Yet  the  British 
Empire,  so  fai  as  he  knew,  was'  just  as 
safe  before  those  ten  years  of  prodigal 
'  and    extravagant    expenditure   as  now. 
I  What  Liberal  Members  were  asking  was, 
I  why  could  they  not  go  back  to  the  com- 
I  paratively  moderate  Estimates  of  twelve 
I  years  ago.     The  House  was  well  aware 
I  that  one  of  the  brightest  ornaments  of 
I  the    Conaervativc     Party,    Sir    Michael 
Hicks  Beach,   now    Lord    St.   Aldwyn, 
resigned  his  office  a%  Chancelloi  of  the 
Exchequer  because    he  was  not  willing 
to  be  a  party  longer  to  the  continual 
increase  of  expenditure  which  he  could 
not  get  Pailiament  to  reduce.     It  was 
not  as  though  we  had  been  forced  into 
this  expenditure  by  the  action  of  other 
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countries  which  we  were  obliged  to  meet. 
The  fact  was  that  our  increase  of  expendi- 
ture on  armaments  during  the  period  to 
which  he  had  referred  more  than  equalled 
that  of  Italy,  France,  Germany,  and 
Russia  all  put  together.  Such  prodigal, 
extravagant,  and  insane  expenditure 
was  enough  to  make  Mr.  Gladstone  and 
the  old  economists  turn  in  their  graves. 
He  had  stated  what  Lord  St.  Aldwyn 
thought  of  it.  Since  then  the  question 
had  been  referred  to  the  country  with 
the  result  that  the  Party  opposite 
Buffered  an  overwhelming  defeat.  One 
reason  why  the  people  of  this  country 
voted  as  they  did  was  because  they  were 
tired  of  this  constant  piling  up  of  expendi- 
ture on  armaments,  and  of  the  increase 
of  taxes  and  debt  which  it  brought  with 
it  The  £40,000,000  a  year  by  which 
our  spending  on  armaments  had  been 
increased  by  the  late  Government  would 
have  given  us  old-age  pensions  nearly 
twice  over.  The  people  wished  their 
money  to  be  spent  not  on  preparations 
for  killing  men  but  for  blessing  them. 
Radical  Members  beseeched  the  Liberal 
Ministry,  therefore,  to  do  something 
to  reduce  the  wasteful  extravagance  in 
which  this  country  had  been  encouraged 
by  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite,  so  that  next 
year  they  might  have  many  millions  to 
devote  to  the  purposes  of  social  reform. 
If  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  would  not 
help  in  that,  they  would  have  to  help  to 

Siy  for  pensions  out  of  a  super  tax  on 
rge  incomes.  He  hoped  they  would 
like  putting  their  hands  in  their  pockets 
for  tnat  money. 

Mb.  WYNDHAM  (Dover) :  I  do  not 
propose  to  follow  the  last  speaker  in  his 
excursion  into  the  maze  o^  fiscal  reform, 
but  to  confine  my  observations  to  the 
debate  before  the  House.  The  debate 
to-day  is  sufficiently  interesting  without 
our  •  casting  our  eyes  ahead  to  see 
whence  the  revenue  must  be  drawn  in 
the  future.  It  has  been  an  interesting 
debate.  We  have  discussed  the  Motion 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  the  Tavistock 
Division  for  saving  money  by  reducing  the 
Army  in  order  that  we  may  properly 
maintain  the  Fleet,  and  we  have  also 
discussed  the  Artillery  Vote  raised  on 
this  occasion  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
Fareham  as  it  was  raised  in  another  place 
only  the  other  day.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman   the   Secretary   of   State   for 
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War  dealt  with  both  these  questions  in 
his  speech,  and  in  my  few  observations 
I  propose  to  reverse  the  order  in  which 
he  dealt  with  them.  I  hope  the  hon. 
Member  who  moved  the  reduction  as 
well  as  the  hon.  Member  who  seconded 
it  will  not  think  I  am  disrespectful  to 
them  if  I  say  that  the  importance  of  their 
Motion  was  much  enhanced  when  they 
obtained  the  support  of  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  the  Member  for  the  Forest  of 
Dean.  They  did  not,  and  certainly  the 
hon.  Member  who  spoke  last  did  not, 
show  how  in  any  way  the  Home  army 
is  to  be  reduced.  The  right  hon.  Baronet 
to-night,  as  on  previous  occasions,  had  a 
plan  of  his  own  to  effect  economy  by  reduc- 
ing the  size  of  the  Army.  The  seconder 
of  the  Motion  also  had  a  plan,  which  was 
that  we  should,  in  order  to  defend  India, 
revert  to  the  plan  for  India's  defence 
which  was  in  force  previous  to  the 
Mutiny.  The  seconder  of  the  Motion 
advocated  a  separate  long  service  Army 
for  India.  If  that  was  a  plan  we  could 
adopt  I  agree  it  would  carry  with  it  a 
great  diminution  of  the  financial  burden 
imposed  on  the  Army.  But  is  it  reason- 
able at  this  time  to  consider  that  plan  i 
The  Mutiny  might  be  attributed  to  that 
plan,  and  certainly  the  Royal  Commission 
which  sat  after  the  Mutiny  for  all  time 
ruled  that  plan  out  of  the  possible  alterna- 
tives before  us.  Let  hon.  Members  think 
of  the  climate  of  India.  No  man  im- 
proves as  a  soldier  in  the  ranks  after  six 
years,  and  no  battalion  or  regiment  im- 
proves after  twelve  years.  It  is  going 
back  too  far  to  advocate  a  return  to  the 
idea  of  a  separate  Army  for  India.  I 
claim  that  the  verdict  of  sixty  years  ago 
and  the  experience  of  the  last  sixty  years 
is  against  it.  That  is  the  only  suggestion 
that  has  been  made.  The  right  hon. 
Baronet,  thouch  he  has  not  developed  his 
thesis  to-night,  has  a  view  of  his  own, 
which  is  that  we  could  have  a  long-service 
Army  for  India  and  the  Colonies  and  a 
Force  at  home,  but  that  we  need  not 
maintain  a  balance  between  the  portion 
of  that  Army  at  home  and  the  portion 
abroad,  whether  in  India  or  the  Colonies. 

♦Sir  CHARLES  DILKE  :  My  right 
hon.  friend  knows  I  drew  a  great  dis- 
tinction between  the  position  of  the 
Artillery  and  Cavalry  on.  the  one  hind, 
and  the  Infantry  on  the  other. 
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Mb.  W  YNDHAM  :  And  bo  there  would 
"be  a  long  service  Army  of  which  more 
than  half,  perhaps  three-fifths  or  four- 
fifths,  would  be  abroad,  and  less  than 
half,  perhaps  two-fifths  or  one-fifth, 
at  home.  That  is  a  plan  which  for 
xny  own  part  I  think  it  sufficient  to  say 
will  produce  no  Keserve  of  Regulars  at 
all.  We  should  be  faced  with  the  ab- 
sence of  any  Reserve  of  Regulars ;  and, 
if  we  were  faced  with  the  absence  of  any 
Reserve  of  Regulars,  no  sane  man  would 
ask  us  to  discuss  the  Territorial  Army  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman.  Everybody 
would  say  you  must  have  a  short  service 
Army  in  addition  to  this  long  service 
Army,  and  every  man  would  say  that 
that  short  service  Army  ought  to  train 
for  two  years,  eighteen  months,  fifteen 
months,  or  a  year.  Who  would  say  it 
it  ought  to  train  for  less  than  a  year  ? 
Many  would  say  you  could  not  expect 
the  splendid  material  in  the  Volunteers 
to  go  into  that  short  service  Army,  you 
could  not  thus  outrage  the  patriotism 
which  animates  many  of  our  compatriots. 
And,  taking  a  reasonable  view  of  the 
future,  the  right  hon.  Baronet's  plan 
would  not  save  money.  His  long  service 
Army  would  be  an  expensive  Army 
though  a  small  one,  because  every  man 
in  it  would  ultimately  have  to  be  a  pen- 
sioner, thereby  creating  a  large  non- 
effective charge.  His  short  service  Army 
would  be  more  expensive  than  the  Volun- 
teer Force,  and  he  would  have  to  have  a 
Territorial  Force  as  well.  That  is  the 
argument  against  the  only  reasoned 
suggestion  for  making  economies  by 
cutting  down  your  Regular  Army.  It  is 
no  cood  to  come  down  to  the  House  and 
say :  "  Ten  years  ago  the  Army  Estimates 
stood  at  such  and  such  a  figure,  and  now 
they  stand  at  a  higher  figure,  whilst  in 
the  interim  there  has  been  a  great  deal  of  j 
waste  in  the  Army."  Has  there  been  a  | 
great  deal  of  waste  ?  I  think  it  could  bo  ' 
proved  that  there  has  not  been.  Ever  '^ 
since  the  days  of  Mr.  Edward  Stanhope, 
he  and  his  successors  have  been  trying  | 
to  get  better  things  for  the  money  spent  ' 
by  improving  the  conditions  of  service. 
That  leads  to  an  automatic  increase 
which  no  one,  however  keen  f of  economy, 
can  resist.  When,  by  State  intervention 
and  by  passing  social  legislation,  you 
raise  the  standard  of  living  of  the  working 
man,  you  cannot  allow  the  soldier  to  live 


under  conditions  which  wotild  be  put 
down  in  civil  life.  He  has  to  have  a 
good  house,  better  food  and  clothing,  and 
to  have  a  fair  day's  amenity  for  his  fair 
day's  work.  We  rightly  insist  on  that; 
but  it  means  an  automatic  increase  in 
the  price  of  your  Regular  Army.  Tonr 
Regular  Army,  Cardwell  system  or  na 
Cardwell  sjrstem,  is  going  to  cost  mon 
than  the  Regular  Army  of  the  same  sin 
cost  twenty  years  ago,  just  as  your  work- 
ing man  costs  more.  I  do  not  think  I 
need  take  up  the  time  of  the  House  any 
longer  on  this  mere  question  of  a  reduc- 
tion to  be  made  anyhow.  If  it  is  made, 
it  must  be  made  snmehow,  and  no  plan 
has  yet  been  brought  forward  which  has 
stood  examination  either  in  the  country 
or  by  military  experts,  or  by  those  in  this 
House  who  inquire  into  the  financial 
aspects  of  the  problem. 

Mb.  MACEARNES?  :  May  I  ask  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  how  his  own 
Government  managed  to  do  with  25,00ft 
less  than  we  are  asked  for  now  ? 

Mr.  W YNDHAM:  Before  the  war 
we  were  working  on  an  uphill  track. 
We  had  succeeded  in  making  the  camps 
reasonable  places  in  which  to  ask  people 
to  live  and  in  adding  to  the  Regular 
Army  what  are  called,  technically,  the 
auxiliary  forces.  That  does  not  mean 
what  we  popularly  call  the  Auziliaiy 
Forces.  It  means  the  transport,  the 
Army  Service  Corps,  the  Medical  Depart- 
ment, and  the  ammunition  columns. 
It  means  a  number  of  services  which 
are  as  necessary  as  the  Regular  soldier 
if  the  Regular  soldier  is  to  be 
worth  the  mdney  you  pay  for  hinu 
Prior  to  that  time,  which  you  may 
put  as  in  the  late  'seventies — I  am 
not  making  a  party  speech — ^the  country 
had  been  content  to  keep  a  certain 
number  of  Regular  soldiers  on  the 
books,  so  to  speak,  in  the  full  knowledge 
—  at  any  rate,  on  the  part  of  the  emerta— 
that  they  were  not  an  Army  and  could 
not  be  made  an  Army  without  the 
expenditure  of  a  great  deal  more  money, 
and  the  men  were  not  being  treated  as 
they  ought  to  be  treated.  It.b^^  to 
be  felt,  after  the  Franoo-Oetman  war» 
that  that  would  not  do.  It  was  neces- 
sary for  any  man  in  a  xesponsibk  posi* 
tion,  for  any  Cabinet  Ifinuter,  uia  not 
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only  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War,  to 
face  the  necessity  of  making  the  Army 
OK  the  books  a  real  Army.  Mr.  Cardwell 
began  it  by  dismissing  the  long  service 
system  and  making  some  additions  to 
these  Auxiliary  Forces.  From  his  day 
until  now,  his  successors  have 'marched 
along  that  track,  and  no  successors  of 
Mr.  Cardwell  can  retrace  those  steps. 
Any  successor  driven  to  resignation  by 
being  asked  to  retrace  those  steps  would 
carry  the  country  with  him  against  his 
colleagues  when  the  country  knew  what 
they  were  being  asked  to  do  and  not  to 
do.  It  was  the  inspiration  of  .all  to 
limit  military  expenditure.  We  all  know 
the  Fleet  costs  us  a  great  deal  and  is 
going  to  cost  a  great  deal  more.  I 
believe  we  are  at  the  very  limits  of  the 
resources  of  this  country  under  the 
existing  fiscal  system.  We  all  feel  we 
have  got  to  do  something,  either  violent 
in  the  direction  of  direct  taxation  or 
something  not  violent  in  the  direction 
of  broadening  the  basis  of  taxation. 
We  are  face  to  face  with  a  financial 
problem  to  which  no  man  can  shut  his 
eyes  That  being  so,  naturally  it  is  neces- 
sary to  see  whether  you  can  reduce  the 
cost  of  the  Regular  Army  by  £5,000,00[) 
or  £10,000,000  a  year.  If  you  could, 
there  is  not  a  man  on  these  benches 
who  would  not  jump  at  the  chance. 
Those  on  these  benches,  however,  who 
have  studied  the  question,  know  you 
cannot  without  sacrificing  the  work  of 
thirty  years  and  making  it  a  waste  of 
money  to  spend  the  money  you  do 
spend  on  an  uncompleted  Army.  Some 
of  those  who  support  the  reduction 
would  answer  to  me  that  you  really 
do  not  want  an  Army  at  all  if  you  have 
a  big  enough  Fleet.  But  you  cannot 
have  a  war  conducted  by  a  Fleet  alone. 
Tou  have  to  defend  the  bases  of  the 
Fleet,  you  have  to  defend  the  arsenals 
and  liberate  the  Fleet  if  it  is  to  begin 
to  fight.  And  you  must  be  able  to 
strike  a  blow  if  you  are  ever  to  end  a 
war.  You  therefore  want  a  Home 
Army.  That  leads  me,  not  unnaturally, 
to  the  speech  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  War.  I  received  from  his  speech 
to-night  the  clear  impression  that  the 
size  and  shape  of  his  Home  Army  is 
not  solely  dictated  by  the  necessity  of 
sapplying  drafts  to  the  Army  abroad  ; 
TOt^  U  I  understood  him,  you  do  require 


in  this  island  an  Army  of  about  the 
size  of  his  expe4itionary  force.  If 
it  could  be  a  matter  of  agreement  between 
the  two  sides  of  the  House  from  one 
session  to  another  and  from  one  Parlia- 
ment to  another,  that  we  do  need  about 
160,000  or  170,000  men,  in  the  proper 
proportion  of  the  three  arms  and 
with  all  the  accessories  that  are  necessary 
in  order  to  liberate  the  Fleet,  thpen, 
I  think,  we  should  have  got  a  standard 
for  the  Army  comparable  with  the 
two-Power  standard  of  the  Navy,  and 
have  done  a  great  deal  for  the  efficiency 
of  the  Army,  and  something  for  economy. 
In  every  scheme,  that  has  been  about 
the  size  of  the  Home  Force.  It  was  so  in 
the  time  of  Mr.  Edward  Stanhope, 
it  was  so  in  the  time  of  Lord  Lans- 
downe,  it  was  so  in  the  time  of  Mr, 
Brodrick,  and  it  was  so  in  the  time  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  Croydon,  and  it  is  so 
now.  It  is  now  called  an  expeditionary 
force,  but  the  thing  of  which  we  have  been 
talking  all  this  time  consists  of  about 
the  same  number  of  battalions  of  in- 
fantry, regiments  of  cavalry,  and  bat- 
teries of  artillery.  If  that  is  so,  surely 
I  may  conclude  that  the  logic  of  facts 
drives  every  man,  whatever  his  theories, 
to  say  that  it  is  a  force  of  about  the  size 
and  shape  you  want  here  in  England 
and  Ireland  if  you  ever  hope  to  let  the 
Fleet  go  when  you  ought.  If  you  try 
to  do  both  with  the  same  material,  it  is 
very  much  to  the  credit  of  economy ;  but 
supposing  there  were  no  garrison  in 
India  to  be  reinforced,  I  say  your  naval 
preparations  would  be  an  illusion  and  a 
snare  unless  you  had  at  least  something; 
between  seventy  and  eighty  battalions 
of  infantry,  eighteen  regiments  of 
cavalry,  fifty-four  field  artillery  and 
howitzer  batteries  and  all  their  acces- 
sories ready  at  home.  You  could  not 
liberate  the  Fleet  in  the  face  of  popular 
opinion  unless  you  had  between  160,000 
and  170,000  trained  men  here  in  this, 
island  as  the  tip  to  the  spear,  as  we  call  it. 
That  is  only  your  first  line.  Behind  that 
you  require  a  second  line  ;  and,  if  that 
number  of  men,  regularly  trained,  is 
necessary  as  the  tip  to  the  spear  of  your 
whole  home  defence,  so,  whatever  you 
have  behind  it,  is  artillery  the  tip  to  the 
spear  of  that  Regular  Army,  and  of  any 
Army.  Our  artillery  is  the  point.  It 
has  been  said  that  battles  are  won  by  big 
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point  which  we  and  Sir  John  French 
have  made  that  perhaps  you  will  not 
get  your  six  months  at  all.  And,  there- 
fore, we  must  now,  before  things  go  any 
further,  beg  bim  not  to  take  refuge  in 
dialectical  points  about  the  provifdon 
of  ammunition  columns,  but  think  in 
his  own  mind  whether  or  not  it  is  wise 
to  revert  to  the  plan  for  Regular  artillery 
which  prevailed  before  the  war,  to  take 
his  chance  of  a  six  montha  respite,  and 
to  divert  thirty-three  batteries  of 
Regular  artillery  now  in  existence  to 
purposes  which  could  be  performed  in 
other  ways,  and  to  divert  them  for 
purposes  which  can  only  be  achieved 
in  the  opinion  of  every  military  expert 
by  artillery  which  has  been  regularly 
trained. 


♦Mr.  HAROLD  COX  (Preston)  said 
he  wished  to  say  a  few  words  in  support 
of  the  Motion  of  his  hon.  friend  for 
reducing  the  Army.  He  could  never 
support  any  reduction  of  the  Navy 
beyond  the  point  which  the  Admiralty 
considered  was  necessary. .  He  regarded 
the  Navy  as  absolutely  vital  to  this 
country,  and  he  supported  the  reduction 
of  the  Army  because  he  had  grave  fears 
that,  unless  they  reduced  expenditure 
on  the  Army,  they  would  be  forced  to 
cut  down  the  Navy.  He  was  only 
afraid  that  a  few  years  hence  they  might 
be  forced  by  interna ti  )nal  necessities  to 
increase  the  Navy  and  he  did  not  see  where 
the  money  was  to  come  from,  unless  they 
•reduced  the  expenditure  upon  the  force 
which  was  only  of  secondary  import- 
ance to  this  country.  Let  the  House 
consider  for  a  moment  what  the  Army 
was  costing.  Unfortunately,  the  real 
facts  in  regard  to  the  cost  of  the  Army 
were  concealed  by  the  form  in  which 
the  E  stimates  were  presented.  The  whole 
British  Army  was  the  Army  in  this 
country  and  the  Army  in  India,  including 
the  native  forces.  That  whole  Army 
cost,  not  the  sum  in  the  Estimates,  but 
about  £52,500,000.     The   French   Army 


cost    £32,000,000, 
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£37,000,000,  and  the  Russian  Army, 
£40,000,000.  While  we  did  not  pretend 
to  be  a  great  military  Power,  we  were 
spending  more  on  our  Army  than  any 
one  of  these  Continental  nations.  That 
was  a  very  serious  fact  indeed.  This 
country  could  not  be  supremely  strong 
both  on  sea  and  land.  We  were  paying 
£52,000,000  a  year  for  an  Army  which 
was  confessedly  far  inferior  to  the 
much  cheaper  Armies  of  Continental 
Powers.  The  difference  in  the  cost  of 
foreign  Armies  and  ours  was  not  accounted 
for  wholly  by  the  fact  that  they  had 
conscription.  There  must  be  some- 
thing fundamentally  wrong,  when  we 
were  spending  £52,000,000  on  our  Army 
whilst  Russia  was  only  spending 
£40,000,000.  This  country  virtually  had 
only  one  frontier  to  defend,  namely,  the 
North  West  frontier.  How  many  fron- 
tiers had  Russia  to  defend  ?  She  had 
frontiers  against  Japan,  China,  India, 
Persia,  Turkey,  Roumanii,  Austria,  Ger- 
many and  Sweden,  and  she  defended  all 
those  frontiers  with  an  Army  expenditure 
less  than  four  fifths  of  our  expenditure  for 
the  defence  of  one  frontier.  That  seemed 
to  him  a  very  serious  point  and  he  thought 
it  was  the  duty  of  any  Grovemment  to 
try  and  cut  down  our  enormous  expendi- 
ture. He  had  been  informed  by  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  that  the 
cost  of  the  British  garrison  in  Egypt  was 
£620,000,  of  which  the  Egyptian  Govern- 
ment contributed  only  £150,000.  That 
was  an  unjust  arrangement.  Our  occupa- 
tion of  Egypt,  which  depended  upon  the 
presence  of  British  troops,  had  enormously 
increased  the  wealth  and  happiness  of 
the  Egyptian  people.  Egypt  ought  to 
pay  for  those  troops.  Why  should 
Egypt  be  treated  differently  from  India  ? 
A  point  usually  lost  sight  of,  was  the 
excessive  pay  of  the  conmion  soldier 
as  compared  with  the  pay  obtainable  by 
civilians  of  the  same  class.  In  com- 
parison with  the  work  he  did,  and 
in  comparison  with  the  pay  of  the 
class  from  which  he  was  usually  drawn, 


the    German    Army   the  common  soldier  was  the  best  paid 
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1    in   the    United    Kingdom.      The 


inary  private  soldier  of  twenty  years 
age  was  fed  and  clothed,  and  even 

amusements  provided  for  him,  and 
Q  in  addition  he  got  12s.  a  week 
ket  money.  He  had  opportunities 
^he  service  that  were  denied  to  men 
civil  life.  If  he  married,  he  got  a 
ise  and  rations  and  14s.  a  week : 
pay  was  regular  no  matter 
3ther  the  weather  or  trade  was  bad. 
he  served  on  for  twenty  years  he 
Ud  then  get  a  pension  of  7s.  a  week, 
^e  were  many  people  belonging  to  the 
le  class  as  that  from  which  the  com- 
a  soldier  was  drawn  who  never  got 
re  than  15s.  a  week  all  their  lives,  and 
thought  the  House  would  agree  that 

private  soldier  was  extremely  well 
i  and  yet  we  did  not  get  the  men 
wanted.  He  agreed  that  the  linked 
talion  system  was  the  best  suited  to 

purposes,  but  why  not  link  three 
talions  together  instead  of  only  two, 
n  two  battalions  could  be  abroad  to 

at  home.  The  home  battalion  would 
course  have  to  be  large,  but  for  the 
poses  of  training  that  would  be  an 
''antage.  This  experiment  might  be 
d  slowly.  During  the  recess,  the 
retary  for  War  made  the  extra- 
inary  statement  that  the  time 
jht  come  when  we  could  no  longer 
i  upon  the  Navy,  and  that  we 
old  have  to  rely  upon  our  Home 
rces.  That  seemed  to  him  to  be  a 
y  dangerous  doctrine  indeed,  for  it 
ored  altogether  the  fact  that  the 
vy  had  a  double  duty  to  perform.    It 
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— ^the  equivalent  of  twelve  first-class 
batteships  in  full  commission.  It  was 
patent  that  our  strength  in  the  world 
would  be  enormously  greater  with  twelve 
more  battleships  than  with  a  Territorial 
Army,  which  must  of  neoessity  be  ill- 
trained.  Modem  industrial  conditions 
made  it  impossible  to  give  Volunteers  an . 
efficient  military  training.  We  must 
rely  on  a  professional  Army  in  this 
country.  He  did  not  think  the  right  hon. 
Grentleman  had  realised  the  social  and 
industrial  changes  that  had  taken  placet 
not  only  in  this  country,  but  in  the  whole 
world  during  the  past  100  years.  When 
the  majority  of  mankind  were  occupied 
in  agricultural  pursuits  it  was  compara- 
tively easy  to  go  away  a  bit  and  fight, 
but  that  was  not  an  easy  thing  when 
men  were  working  in  mills  or  modern 
workshops.  They  could  not  take  men 
out  of  a  mill  without  disarranging  the 
whole  industrial  organisation.  That  was 
the  fundamental  difference  between  an 
industrial  and  an  agricultural  community,- 
and  it  was  hopeless  to  continue  to  ignore 
that  fact.  Personally,  he  did  not  believe 
that  they  could  ever  rely  to  any  appre- 
ciable extent  upon  a  Terriorial  Army. 
He  went  so  far  as  to  say  that  they  ought 
never  to  attempt  to  build  up  an  exclu- 
sively Home  Service  Army,  for  they 
only  wanted  soldiers  who  were  prepared 
to  fight  abroad.  The  Leader  of  the 
Opposition  had  disposed  of  the  only 
excuse  for  a  Home  Service  Army,  nimely, 
the  hypothesis  that  this  country,  whUe 
engaged   with   one    enemy,    might    be 


attacked  by  another.  The  answer  to 
I  not  only  to  defend  our  shores  from  |  that  hypothesis  was  that  the  attack  i 
asion,  but  also  our  commerce  from  I  might  come  so  soon  that  the  Home 
►ture  at  sea.  Even  the  right  hon.  '  Service  Army  would  not  have  time  for 
Qtleman's  Territorial  Army  could  not  |  the  training  which  it  would  admittedly 
•form  the  function  of  protecting  our  roquire.  Was  it  likely  that  the  Terri- 
omerce  upon  the  sea.  Economy  torial  Army  could  take  the  field  against 
5  not  served  by  building  up  a  the  picked  troops  that  would  be  sent 
Titorial  Army  instead  of  strengthening  over  to  fight  against  us  ?  If  an  enemy 
I  Navy.  The  annual  cost  of  the  most  invaded  this  country  they  would  choose 
dern  battleship,  allowing  for  every-  the  best  men,  equipped  with  the  best 
ng,  was  less  than  £250,000.  The  weapons.  Therefore  he  had  been  driven 
Titorial  Army  would  cost  £3,000,000    to  the  con  lusion  that  this  country  must 
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i«u\  V  .\i  luoivmv  upou  its  XavT  and  upon 
:«  i>i\>ittei0aou<U  Army.  The  conditions  of 
iui>Uviti  \xi%>  .vmpelled  us  to  differentiate, 
HpooialidtH  and  professionalise.  Our 
uouodfiititMi  were  primarily  a  Navy  abso- 
tutoly  siupreme  which  would  make  in- 
VMUou  impossible  and  a  professional 
Kuny  baoked  by  a  strong  Reserve  ready 
to  Htrike  abroad. 

Mh.  LUTTRELL  said  there  had  been 
a  very  full  discussion  of  the  subject, 
and  hoa.  Members  who  did  not  speak 
whoa  the  Vote  was  in  Committee  had 
now  had  an  opportunity  of  stating 
their  views.  He,  therefore,  asked  leave 
to  withdraw  the  Amendment. 

Leave  to  withdraw  being  refused, 

^uieudiueat  put,  and  negatived. 

Hesolution  agreed  to. 


sriTLY  [12th  March]  REPORT 
Ueiiulutions  reported:— 

ARMY  ESTIMATES,  1908-9. 
I.  ♦*  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding 
£U.4*J2.000,  bo  granted  to  His  Majesty 
tu  defray  the  Expense  of  the  Pay,  etc, 
of  hiB  Majesty's  Army  (including  Army 
tieaorve)  at  Home  and  Abroad  (exclusive 
uf  India),  which  will  come  in  course 
uf  imyuiont  during  the  year  ending  on  the 
»U(  iliiy  of  March,  1909." 

*J.  '•  TliJit  a  sum,  not  exceeding 
i'l.YI"»,*^l>J^  l»t^  ^'ranted  to  His  Majesty, 
t\n^  Kxponse  of  Rewards; 
Ki^tiivd  Pay;  Widows' 
Hiid  other  Non-Effective 
OUu»Hi»r»  i«'»*  OHirorK,  which  will  come  in  | 
r.iiui.ii»  ol  iiuyiiH'ht  during  the  year 
miilui^  iih  Ilio  ;UhI  lUy  of  March,  1909." 

:i  "  niul      u     Muni,      not     exceeding 
i;i,?rt'J,OlH».   lio  m'juiti'd  to  His  Majesty, 


l«i    dnliiiv 
Hull  l*HV  ; 


EfEective  Chjirges  for  Warrant  Officers, 
Non-CommLssioned  Officers,  and  Men,  etc., 
which  will  come  in  course  of  payment 
during  the  year  ending  on  the  Slst  day 
of  March,  1909.'' 

4.  "That  a  sum,  not  exceeding 
£167,000,  be  granted  to  His  Majesty, 
to  defray  the  Expense  of  Civil  Super- 
annuation, Compensation,  Compassionate 
Allowances  and  Gratuities,  and  of  Pay- 
ments under  the  Workmen's  Compensa- 
tion Act,  which  wil>  come  in  course  of 
payment  during  the  year  endine  on  the 
3l8t  day  of  March,  1909." 

First  Resolution  :— 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
''That  this  House  doth  agree  with  the 
Gonunittee  in  the  said  Resolution." 

Mb.  ASHLET  called  attention  to 
what  he  described  as  the  miserably 
inadequate  pay  of  the  regimental  officers 
and  non-conmussioned  officers  who  con- 
stituted the  backbone  of  the  Regular 
Army.  These  were  tiie  men  who  did 
the  real  training  and  fitted  the  regiments 
and  battalions  for  war.  In  the  last 
fifty  or  sixty  years  the  regimental  officer 
had  received  practically  no  increase  of 
pay  whatever.  He  thought  the  pay  df 
the  private  soldier  compared  most  favour- 
ably with  the  wages  received  by  his  class 
in  civil  life,  though  he  thought  that^in 
order  to  attract  recruits,  the  State 
should  undertake  to  give  a  preference 
to  the  old  soldier  in  the  distribution  of 
the  civil  employment  it  might  have  to 
give  at  the  end  of  his  service.  At 
present  the  soldier  felt  that  after  he 
had  served  three  or  seven  years  he  had 
nothing  certain  to  look  forward  to. 
If  the  State  would  lay  down  the  principle 
that,  other  things  being  equal,  preference 
would  be  given  to  the  old  soldier,  it 
would  pay   the   State  ten    times  over. 


to  iloluiv  Mio  K\|«Misi^  of  Chelsea  and  |  because  a  better  clas§  of  men  woukl  be 
Kilin.nuliiim  llv»?»pitulj*;  of  Out-Pensions ;  attracted  to  the  Army.  As  to  the 
KmNiiuls  for  PiHtin^MiiMhod  Services;  regimental  officer,  a  young  man  of 
\Vhl(»\\r*'  IViiMiohs;  and  other  Non-  nineteen  or  twenty  got  £95  a  year,  and 
Ml.  Harold  Cojt, 
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he  did  not  think  that  was  much  to  give 
him  in  view  of  his  education  and  the 
examinations  he  had  to  pass.  The 
officer  afterwards  became  a  lieutenant 
with  £118  a  year,  at  which  pay  he  re- 
mained until  he  was  twenty-eight  or 
twenty-nine,  when  he  became  a  captain 
with  £208  a  year.  By  that  time  he  had 
probably  married  and  had  a  wife 
and  family  to  provide  for,  and  appear- 
ances to  keep  up.  He  would  ask  the 
House  whether  the};  considered  that  an 
adequate  pay.  When  he  was  forty  or 
forty-five  he  might  become  a  lieutenant- 
colonel  with  £420  a  year.  Perhaps  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  might  agree 
with  the  President  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  that  no  man  should  have  more 
than  £500  a  year,  but  he  thought  it  was 
absurdly  inadequate  pay  for  a  man 
of  forty  or  forty -five  who  had  served 
twenty  years  at  his  profession.  The 
result  was  that  the  good  men  they 
ought  to  have  as  regimental  officer 
did  not  remain  with  their  regiments. 
They  tried  to  get  into  the  Egyptian 
Army,  or  to  get  appointments  on  the 
West  Coast  of  Africa,  or  elsewhere, 
where  they  would  get  higher  rates  of 
pay.  They  did  not  do  the  work  they 
were  primarily  enlisted  to  do.  That 
was  an  important  point  which  ought  to 
be  borne  in  mind.  The  present  pay 
absolutely  debarred  men  without  money 
from  going  into  the  Army  at  all.  Men 
did  not  now  go  into  the  Army  as  officers 
as  they  used  to  do,  and  that  was  largely 
because  the  pay  was  inadequate.  They 
said  that  if  they  were  to  treat  the  Army 
as  a  serious  profession  they  were  entitled 
to  the  pay  of  a  serious  profession. 

x\Ir.  HALDANE  :  I  have  a  great  deal 
of  sympathy  with  what  the  hon.  Member 
for  Blackpool  has  said  about  the  pay  of 
the  officer.  But  there  is  this  to  be 
considered.  I  doubt  whether  the  average 
pay  of  a  general  officer  in  the  Army 
when  he  gets  to  the  age  of  forty  or 
forty-five  does  not  compare  very  well 
with  that  of  the  average  barrister.     [An 


Hon.  Member  :     Oh  !]    I  am  speaking 
of  the  average. 

Mr.  ASHLEY  pointed  out  that  there 
was  not  the  same  danger  attaching  to 
the  legal  as  to  the  military  profession. 

Mr.  HATJ)ANE:  I  do  know  that; 
there  is  at  the  Bar  the  danger  of  str.rva- 
tion,  and  the  same  may  be  said  of  other 
professions.  It  should  be  remembered 
that  the  pay  of  the  higher  branches  of 
the  Army  is. very  good,  and  that  there 
are  great  positions  to  be  attained,  for  the 
chance  of  which  people  go  into  the  Army. 
But  a  study  of  the  Estimates  will  show 
that  an  endeavour  is  made,  in  respect 
of  travelling  expenses  and  other  items, 
to  improve  the  po{  ition  of  the  officers, 
and  that  has  been  the  policy  ot  successive 
Governments.  I  cpnnot  hold  out  the 
hope  of  our  making  any.  very  material 
increa  e  of  the  pay  of  the  officer  until  the 
country  takes  a  different  view  on  the 
subject,  but  still  something  has  been 
done.  I  hope  we  may  now  get  this 
Vote,  as  we  have  also  got  to  get  the 
Navy  Vote  through  in  order  to  introduce 
the  Army  Annual  Bill. 

Sir  F.  BANBURY  said  the  comparison 
of  the  position  of  an  Army  officer  with 
that  of  a  barrister  was  hardly  a  good 
one.  The  right  hon.  (Jentleman  said 
that  the  income  of  the  average  barrister 
was  small,  but  he  would  point  out  that 
the  barrister  who  did  not  earn  fees  was 
not  doing  any  work.  [An  Hon.  Membbb  : 
He  devils  for  others.]  The  barrister 
for  whom  he  devilled  paid  him.  If 
they  could  get  private  soldiers  on  the 
three  and  seven  years  system  for  the 
Army  these  men  should  not  be  turned 
adrift  without  some  opportunity  of 
obtaining  other  occupations.  He  thought 
that  the  State  which  secured  their 
services  during  the  years  which  would 
have  enabled  them  to  learn  a  trade 
should  provide  them  with  occupation 
after  they  left  the  colours,  when  there 
happened  to  be  any  vacancies   in  State 
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employment.  With  regard  to  the  officers, 
he  did  not  quite  agree  with  his 
hon.  friend.  To  a  certain  extent,  he 
agreed  with  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
that  if  one  could  get  a  "  devil "  or  an 
officer  for  nothing,  why  should  one  give 
him  anything  morel  His  hon.  friend  h  .d 
said  that  we  were  short  of  8,000  officers, 
and  that  we  could  not  get  ppper  men 
as  officers  at  the  present  rates  of  pay. 
But  did  his  hon.  friend  suppose  that  if 
the  subaltern's  pay  was  increased  from 
£90  to  £120  they  would  get  any  more 
men,  or  that  that  would  make  any 
appreciable  difference  in  their  manner 
of  living  1  The  subaltern  would  still 
require  an  allowance  from  his  father, 
and  no  more  officers  would  be  obtained 
than  at  present.  We  had  increased 
the  pay  of  the  private  soldier,  but 
we  had  not  got  any  more  men.  He 
believed  that  if  the  scale  of  soldiers' 
pay  had  been  left  as  it  was,  there 
would  have  been  as  many  recruits  to 
the  Army  as  now,  and  a  very  consider- 
able expense  would  have  been  saved 
to  the  nation.  Hon.  Gentlemen  opposite 
were  against  spending  money  on  the 
Army,  and  if  the  pay  of  officers  was 
raised  that  would  be  taken  as  an  excuse 
for  reducing  the  Vote  of  men  for  the 
Army  not  by  10,000  men  only,  but  by. 
many  more.  He  only  wished  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  said  straight 
out  that  the  State  could  not  afford  to 
give  more  pay.  He  hoped  that  his 
hon.  friend  would  not  press  this  matter, 
because  it  would  not  do  any  good,  and 
might  prevent  them  from  obtaining 
the  requisite  number  of  men  for  the 
Army. 

Sir  H.  CRAIK  (Glasgow  and  Aberdeen 
Universities)  said  that  he  happened  to 
occupy  the  office  of  Chairman  of  the 
Qualifying  Board  for  the  examination  of 
officers,  and  he  knew  that  it  was  becoming 
more  difficult  to  get  the  best  candidates 
for  the  An-my  from  the  Universities. 
He  knew  that  the  existing  rates  of  pay 
limited  the  choice  to  those  whose  fathers 
Str  F,  Banbury. 


could  afford  them  a  large  allowance 
as  officers  in  the  Army.  He  was  of 
opinion  that  a  comparatively  slight 
increase  of  pay  would  have  a  stimulating 
effect  in  drawing  men  from  every  class  of 
the  community  to  the  Army  from  turning 
to  more  lucriative  professions. 

Captain  CRAIG  said  he  quite  agreed 
with  the  last  speaker  in  regard  to  a  slight 
increase  of  pay  inducing  many  competent 
men  to  join  the  Army  as  officers  ;  but  at 
the  same  time  the  large  shortage  of  officers 
at  present  was  due  to  other  causes  than 
had  been  suggested.  The  difficulty  of 
obtaining  officers  was  created  by  the 
examinations  which  the  young  men  had 
to  undergo.  It  was  not  so  much  the 
question  of  pay  but  the  extraordinary 
examinations  that  deterred  them.  There 
were  boys  in  our  public  schools  fit  in  every 
way  to  be  officers  as  well  as  being  physi- 
cally fit  and  with  the  knowledge  that 
most  young  Englishmen  possessed  of 
manly  sport  and  all  that  young  fellows 
were  required  to  do  in  time  of  war.  If 
a  number  of  petty  restrictions  were 
removed,  apart  from  any  question  of  an 
extra  £30  or  £40,  the  Government  would 
have  a  very  much  larger  number  of 
officers  available.  Anyone  acquainted 
with  the  examinations  would,  he  thought  ^ 
admit  that  they  were  prohibitive  in  many 
cases,  and  prevented  the  cream  of  the 
really  manly  school  boys  from  joining  the 
Army.  What  prevented  them  from  join- 
ing, although  they  were  yearning  to  do 
so,  was  the  fact  that  they  would  have  to 
master  foreign  languages  and  some  of  the 
liigher  mathematics.  This  knowledge 
might,  as  they  all  knew,  be  necessary  in 
some  of  thie  higher  branches  of  the  Army  ^ 
but  for  Intiantry  of  the  Line  or  ordinary 
regimental  ^ty  it  was  not  needed.  It 
was  only  wantW  in  cases  where  in  after- 
life the  officers  Tiad  gone  to  the  Staff 
College  or  got  intcrwominent  positions.- 
If  the  Secretary  for  \VVr  would  only  use 
his  great  ability  to  mak\it  more  easy  for 
some  of  these  young  fell5|f8  to  get  into 
the  Army  he  would  not  o|ly  alleviate 
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their  position,  but  perhaps  save  some  of 
the  money  which  the  Radicals  were  so 
anxious  to  save  on  the  Army,  Navy,  or 
any  other  Imperial  object. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Remaining  Resolutions  agreed  to. 

SUPPLY  [9th  March]  REPORT. 

Resolution  reported. 

NAVY  ESTIMATES,  190S-9. 
"That  128,000  officers,  seamen,  and 
boys  b%  employed  for  the  Sea  and  Coast 
Guard  Services  for  the  year  ending  on 
the  31st  day  of  March,  1909,  including 
18,463  Royal  Marines." 

Resolution  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring 
in  a  Bill  to  provide,  during  Twelve 
Months,  for  the  Discipline  and  Regula- 
tion of  the  Army ;  and  that  Mr.  Seore  - 
tary  Haldane,  Mr.  Edmund  Robertson, 
and  Mr.  Buchanan,  do  prepare  and  bring 
it  in. 

ARMY  (ANNUAL)  BILL. 
"  To  provide,  during  Twelve  Months, 
for  the  Discipline  and  Regulation  of 
the  Army,"  presented  accordingly,  and 
read  the  first  time ;  to  be  read  a  second 
time  upon  Monday  next,  and  to  be 
printed.     Bill  [167.] 

SUPPLY  [10th  Masob]  report. 
Order  read,   for  resuming  Adjourned 
Debate  on  Question — 

NAVY  ESTIM.\TES,  1908-9. 
1.  ''  That  a  sum  not  exceeding 
£7,129,700,  be  granted  to  His  Majesty, 
to  defray  the  Expenses  of  Wages,  etc., 
to  Officers,  Seamen,  and  Boys,  Coast 
Guard,  and  Royal  Marines,  which  will 
come  m  course  of  payment  during  the 
year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March, 
1909." 

Question  again  proposed. 


Mb.  BARNES  (Glasgow,  Blackfriais) 
said  he  wished  to  call  attention  to  the 
system  of  training  naval  officers,  and 
especially  the  training  of  the  engineer 
staff,  but  if  it  was  convenient  to  the 
House  he  was  willing  to  defer  it  till  a 
later  stage.  Perhaps  the  Secretary  to 
the  Admiralty  would  take  Vote  5  at  an 
early  day,  and  he  could  then  bring  the 
matter  forward. 

Mb.    EDMUND    ROBERTSON  :     I 

think  it  would  be  most  convenient  to 
take  the  discussion  on  Vote  5  at  an 
early  day,  and  I  wiU  undertake  thai 
it  diall  be  placed  first  on  the  Paper. 
I  hope  that  will  be  satisfactory  to 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman. 

Mb.  BARNES:  Quite,  and  I  will  defer 
the  observations  I  desire  to  make  until 
that  occasion. 

Sib  F.  BANBURY  said  that  in  the 
Committee  there  were  some  effective 
speeches  made  on  the  question  of  the 
reduction  of  the  Cioastguard,  but  no 
satisfactory  assurance  was  obtained  from 
the  Admiralty  that  they  intended  ta 
alter  their  policy  with  regard  to  the 
decrease  of  the  Coastguard.  Last  year 
the  number  of  the  Coastguard  was  3,903. 
This  year  it  is  3,540.  Nobody  would 
deny  that  the  Coastguard  were  excellent 
men  and  did  their  work  in  the  best 
possible  way,  and  that  it  would  be 
difficult  to  replace  them.  After  all  the7 
numbered  under  4,000  last  year,  and  he 
could  not  see  the  necessity  for  this  insane 
desire  to  make  a  small  saving  by  this 
reduction.  In  fact,  he  did  not  know 
what  the  saving  came  to, 

Mr.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON: 

Nothing. 

Sir  F.  BANBURY  said  that  under 
those  circumstances  he  failed  to  see  the 
reason  for  it.  He  had  not  a  very  high 
opinioii  of  the  administrative  ability  of 
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hon.  and  right  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite 
before,  but  he  had  still  less  when  he  found 
this  fine  body  of  men  were  being  reduced 
for  no  object  whatever.  He  rose  for  the 
purpose  of  opposing  this  reduction,  and 
he  hoped  before  it  was  sanctioned  good 
reason  would  be  given  for  it. 

Mb.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON 
reminded  the  hon.  Baronet  that  he  fully 
explained  in  Committee  the  policy  of 
the  Admiralty  on  this  matter.  The 
reductions,  which  were  being  effected 
by  natural  wastage,  would  take  place 
only  on  those  stations  where  the  men 
were  serving  no  purpose — naval,  life- 
saving,  or  rocket  apparatus.  There 
would  be  no  financial  saving,  inasmuch 
as  the  places  of  these  men,  who  were 
semi-active,  would  be  taken  by  men 
on  the  active  service  list.  The  First 
Lord  of  the  Admiralty  had  promised 
in  another  place  to  make  public  the 
Report  of  the  Interdepartmental  Com- 
mittee on  the  coastguard.  The  Admi- 
ralty would  not  adopt  the  Report — they 
were  pursuing  a  totally  different  policy 
on  this  question — but  it  had  been  thought 
well  that  it  should  be  made  public. 

Mr.  fell  (Great  Yarmouth)  said  that 
in  the  previous  debate  on  this  question 
it  was  stated  that  some  of  the  smaller 
stations  would  be  closed ;  that  the 
cottages  would  be  let  and  that  the  men 
would  be  replaced  by  naval  men.  What 
he  wished  to  know  was,  was  the  patrolling 
of  the  coast  going  to  be  performed  as 
it  used  to  be  by  men  who  on  previous 
occasions  had  proved  most  useful?  He 
had  known  cases  where  people  who  had 
got  into  difficulties  had  been  rescued  i 
simply  becaue  they  had  been  seen  when  ' 
these  men  were  patrolling  the  coast  in 
the  course  of  their  duty.  If  the  coast 
was  to  be  patrolled  as  formerly,  how  was  | 
the  patrol  to  be  arranged  when  these 
stations  were  closed  ?  j 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to.  I 

Sir  F.  Banbury, 


WAYS  AND  MEANS  [17th  March]  REPORT. 
Second    Resolution    considered,    and 
agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  an  Instruction 
to  the  Gfentlemen  appointed  to  bring 
in  a  Bill  upon  the  Resolution  reported 
from  the  Conmdttee  of  Ways  and  Means 
on  the  18th  day  of  this  instant  March, 
and  then  agreed  to  by  the  House,  that 
they  do  make  provision  therein  pursuant 
to  the  said  Resolution. 

CONSOLIDATED  FUND  (No.  1)  BILL. 
"  To  apply  certain  sums  out  'of  the 
Consolidated  Fund  to  the  service  of  the 
years  ending  on  the  thirty-first  day  of 
March,  one  thousand  nine  hundred  and 
eight  and  one  thousand  nine  hundred 
and  nine,"  presented,  and  read  the  first 
time ;  to  be  read  a  second  time  upon 
Monday  next. 


DEBTORS  (IMPRISONMENT). 
Ordered,  that  a  Select  Committee  be 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the  existing 
Law  relating  to  the  Imprisonment  of 
Debtors,  and  to  report  whether  any 
Amendments  are  desirable. 

The  Conmdttee  was  accordingly  nomi- 
nated of, — Mr.  Stopford  Brooke,  Mr. 
Byles,  Mr.  Charles  Craig,  Mr.  Delany, 
]^.  Robert  Duncan,  Mr.  Ferens,  liifr. 
George  Gibbs,  Mr.  Hodge,  Mr.  Keswick, 
Sir  Charles  M'Laren,  Mr.  John  Phillips, 
Mr.  Pickersgill,  Mr.  Rendall,  Mr.  Wads- 
worth  and  Mr.  Wills. 

Ordered,  That  the  Conmiittee  have 
power  to  send  for  persons,  papers,  and 
records. 

Ordered,  That  Five  be  the  quorum. — 
(Mr,  Whitdey,) 

And,  it  being  after  half-past  Eleven 
of  the  clock,  Mr.  Speakbb  adjourned 
the  House  without  Question  put,  pursuant 
to  the  Standing  Order. 

Adjourned  at  twenty-five  minutes 
before  Twelve  o'doek. 
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HOUSE   OF   COMMONS. 
Friday,  20tA  Mardi,  1908. 


The  House  met  at  Twelve  noon  of  the 
Qock. 


PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

Stockport  Corporation  Bill. — ^As  amen- 
ded, considered;  to  be  read  the  third 
time. 

Lincoln  Corporation  Bill;  Glyncorrwg 
Urban  District  Council  Bill. — ^Reportec^ 
with  Amendments ;  Reports  to  lie  upon 
the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 

Finchley  Urban  District  Council  Bill. — 
Reported  from  the  Police  and  Sanitary 
Committee,  with  Amendments ;  Report 
to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 


PETITIONS. 


'  BUIIJ)ING    FEUS    AND    LEASES    (SCOT- 
LAND). 

Petition  from  Dalziel,  for  legislation ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

CHILDREN  BILL. 
Petition  from  Glasgow,  for  alteration  ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

CHILDREN  BILL. 
Petitions   in   favour :    From   Dalziel ; 
and  Renfrew ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

COAL  MINES  (EIGHT  HOURS)(No.  2)  BILL. 
Petition  from  London  and  other  places, 
against ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

DAIRIES  (SCOTLAND  BILL.) 
Petition  from  Renfrew,  in  favour ;  to 
lie^upon  the  Table. 

HOUSING    OF  THE   WORKING    CLASSES 
(IRELAND)  BILL. 

Petitions  in  favour  :  From  Lame  ;  and 
Omagh  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

LICENSED    PREMISES    (EXCLUSION    OF 
CHILDREN) 

Petitions  for  legislation  :  From  Anerley ; 
and  Stoke  Newington  and  Clapton;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 
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LICENSING  BILL. 
Petitions  against :  From  Exeter ;  Mex- 
boro' ;  and  Parkgate :  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

LICENSING  BILL. 

Petition  from  Shelf,  in  favour ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

LIGHTS  ON  VEHICLES  (SCOTLAND)  BILL 
Petition  from  Renfrew,  in  favour;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

MORAY    FIRTH    (ILLEGAL   TRAWLING). 
Two  Petitions  from  Cullen,   for  pre- 
vention ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

POLICE  SUPERANNUATION  (SCOTLAND) 
BILL. 

Petition  from  Renfrew,  in  favour;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

RIGHTS  OF  WAY  (SCOTLAND)  BILL. 
Petition  from  Renfrew,  against ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table.  % 

SALE  OF  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACTS 
(AMENDMENT)  (SCOTLAND)  BILL. 

Petition  from  Renfrew,  in  favour ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 

CONGESTION      IN      IRELAND     (ROYAL 
COMMISSION). 

Copy  presented  of  Tenth  Report  of 
the  Commissioners,  with  Appendix  (Min- 
utes of  Evidence  taken  in  Counties 
Gkilway  and  Roscommon,  from  18th 
September  to  4th  October  1907)  and 
Documents  relating  thereto  [by  Com- 
mand] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

MEDICAL  COUNCIL. 
Accounts  presented  for  1907  of  the 
General  Medical  Council  and  Branch 
Councils,  and  of  the  Dental  Registra- 
tion Fund  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

METROPOLITAN  CATTLE  MARKET. 
Accounts  presented  for  the  year  1907, 
with  an  Account  of  extraordinary  Works 
executed  other  than  the  general  Re- 
pairs for  the  same  period  [by  Act] ;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 
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IRISH  LAND  PURCHASE  FINANCE 
(DEPARTMENTAL  COMMITTEE). 

Copy  presented  of  Report  of  the  De- 
partmental Committee  appointed  to  in- 
quire into  Irish  Land  Purchase  Finance 
in  connection  with  the  provision  of 
Funds  required  for  the  purposes  of  the 
Irish  Land  Act  [by  Command] ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

WINES  IMPORTED. 
Return     presented     relative     thereto 
[ordered     12th    March:    Sir    Frederick 
Banbury] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to 
be  printed.    [No.  94.] 


QUESTIONS  AND  ANSWERS 
CIRCULATED  WITH  THE  VOTES. 


Prosecutions  for  Illegal  Trawling. 

Mr.  weir  (Ross  and  Cromarty): 
To  ask  the  Secretary  for  Scotland,  if  he 
will  state  how  many  prosecutions  for 
illegal  trawling  were  instituted  during 
the  year  ending  31st  December,  1907, 
on  information  given  by  the  commander 
of  each  Fishery  Board  cruiser,  indicating 
the  cases  in  which  penalties  were  im- 
posed and  the  cases  in  which  the  offenders 
elected  to  go  to  prison. 

i» 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Sinclair.)  Prose- 
cutions .followed  upon  reports  of  con- 
traventions by  commanders  of  fishery 
cruisers  as  follows  : — 


Cruisers. 

Foreign 

British 

Trawlers. 

Trawlers 

"  Brenda  " 

17 

1 

"  Freya  "  - 

64 

3 

"  Minna  " 

3 

I 

*'  Vigilant "       - 

4 

0 

H.M.S.    "Ring- 

dove"  -        - 

35 

0 

123  5 

^ivirg  a  total  of  128  contraventions 
reported.  In  respect  of  101  of  these 
contraventions  convictions  were  obtained 
with  the  following  further  results,  viz.— 
For  twenty -seven  contraventions  the 
offenders  went  to  prison.  For  forty-two 
the  offenders  paid  fines.  For  twenty-one 
the  offenders  went  to  prison  for  part  of 
the  time,  but  were  released  on  pigment  of 
part  of  fine.     For  three  the  offenders  were 


admonished.  For  three  sentence  not 
enforced.  For  five  two  parties  were  con- 
victed; one  went  to  prison,  the  other 
paid  fine.  Total  101  contraventions 
for  which  convictions  obtained. 

Cost  of  Salving  the  "  Montagu." 
Mr.  GRBTTON  (Rutland)  :  To  ask 
the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty,  what 
was  the  cost  to  Naval  Votes  of  the 
attempt  to  salve  the  "  Montagu "  and 
her  stores,  and  what  was  the  value  of 
the  stores  salved  ;  and  whether  any 
other  sums  were  realised  besides  the  sale 
of  the  vessel  for  £4,250. 

(Afhswered  by  Mr.  Edmund  Robertson.) 
The  total  cost  to  Navy  Votes  was  £85,798. 
The  value  of  the  stores  salved  was 
£108,752.  No  other  sum  was  realised 
beyond  the  £4,250  for  which  the  vessel 
was  sold. 

Strengthening  the  Coastguard  Service. 

Mr.  NIELD  (Middlesex,  Ealing) :  To 
ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty, 
whether  in  consideration  of  the  official 
statement  that  the  Coastguard  Service 
is  for  the  present  to  remain  on  the  same 
footing  and  conditions  as  have  recently 
prevailed,  pending  a  renewed  inquiry,  the 
Admiralty  will  consider  the  desirabihty 
of  recommending  that  all  stations  which 
only  have  a  staff  of  six  or  less  should  be 
brought  up  to  their  full  strength  until 
some  final  decision  is  arrived  at  as  to 
what  is  to  be  the  future  of  the  Coastguard 
Service. 

(Af^wered  by  Mr.  Edmund  Robertson.) 
I  must  refer  the  hon.  Gentleman  to  my 
statement  in  the  House  on  3rd  March, 
in  which  I  said  that  there  was  a  recognised 
redundancy  both  of  men  and  stations, 
and  that  certain  necessary  reductions, 
which  had  been  postponed  last  year, 
must  be  effected  now,  I  am  not  prepared 
to  go  beyond  that  statement  in  the 
direction  indicated  in  the  Question. 

Religious  Instruction  in  London  Gonnty 
Council  Training  Colleges. 

Lord  R.  CECIL  (Marylebone,  E.) :  To 
ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Educa- 
tion, what  is  the  nature  of  the  religious 
instruction  given  in  the  London  County 
Council  training  colleges. 
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{Answered  by  Mr,  McKenna.)  I  under- 
stand that  the  London  County  Council 
do  not  provide  religious  instruction  in 
their  training  colleges. 

Dismissal  of  Married  School  Teachers  at 
Aberdare. 

Mr.  D.  a.  THOMAS  (Merthyr  Tydvil)  : 
To  ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Education,  whether  the  Aberdare  educa- 
tion authority  has  power  to  require 
the  female  married  teachers  in  its  emplo}' 
to  resign  in  cases  where  such  teachers 
were  employed  by  the  late  school  board 
of  the  district,  and  were  taken  over  in 
September,  1903,  by  the  Education 
Committer  on  their  adoption  of  Part  III 
of  the  Act  of  1902 ;  and  how  such 
dismissal  will  affect  teachers  who  have 
annually  contributed  towards  the  super- 
annuation fund  attainable  at  the  age  of 
sixty-five,  and  particularly  teachers  who 
have  not  completed  half  the  number  of 
years  of  recorded  service  specified  in  the 
Act  of  1898. 

X Answered   by    Mr.    McKenna,)    Yes,  I 
Sir  ;  teachers  employed  in  coimcil  schools 
hold  office  during  the  pleasure  of  the  j 
local    education    authority    (Section    35 1 
of  The  Elementary  Education  Act,  1870)  : 
irrespective  of  whether  they  were  ap-  ' 
pointed  by  that  authority  or  by  their 
predecessors,  the  school  board.    Teachers 
are  entitled  to  the  annuity  purchasable 
by   their  contributions  to   the  deferred 
annuity   fund,    even   if   they   have   not  i 
satisfied    the     conditions    required    for 
a      superannuation    allowance  ;      those 
teachers  whose  length  of  service  does  not  i 
qualify  them  for  a  superannuation  allow- 
ance on  attaining  the  age  of  sixty-five  j 
will,    if   they   desire   to   secure   one,   be , 
under  the  necessity  of  obtaining    posts  ' 

elsewhere. 

! 

Constitution  of  the  Irish  Department  of 
Agriculture. 

Sir  GEOR  tE  SCOTT  ROBERTSON 
(Bradford,  Central)  :  To  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord- Lieutenant  of  ' 
Ireland  is  it  the  intention  of  the 
Government  to  introduce  any  legisla- 
tion amending  the  constitution  and 
working  of  the  Department  of  Agri- 
culture and  Technical  Instruction  in 
Ireland,  or  do  they  intend  to  take  into 


consideration    the    recommendations    in 
the  Minority  Report  of  Mr.  Micks. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  BirreU.)  It  is  not 
intended  to  introduce  legislation  on  this 
subject  at  present. 

The  Brussels  International  Conference. 
I      Sir  CHARLES  DILKE   (Gloucester- 
shire, Forest  of  Dean) :  To  ask  the  Secre- 
I  tary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  whether 
'  he  can  inform  the  House  as  to  the  scope 
I  of  an  International  Conference  to  be  held 
'  at  Brussels  next  month,  with  reference 
to  the  arms  and  ammunition  clauses  of 
the  Brussels  General  Act  of  1892 ;    and 
whether    opportunity    will    be    afforded 
for  consideration  by  the  Conference  of 
alleged  violations  of  these  clauses  in  the 
Congo  State,  as,  for  example,  set  forth 
I  in  Africa,  No.  1,  of  the  present  year. 

{Answered  by  Secretary  Sir  Edioard 
\  Grey.)  The  object  of  the  International 
Conference  which  is  to  meet  at  Brussels 
next  month,  and  at  which  His  Majesty's 
Government  will  be  represented,  is  to 
revise,  with  a  view  to  making  them  more 
stringent,  those  articles  of  the  Brussels 
Act  which  refer  to  the  trade  in  arms  and 
ammunition  in  Africa.  It  is  to  be  pre- 
sumed that  the  Conference  will  have 
ample  opportunity  of  considering  any 
information  bearing  upon  the  subject 
which  points  to  the  need  for  closer 
supervision. 

Companies  Consolidation  Bill. 
Mr.  HYDE  (Wednesbury) :  To  ask 
Mr.  Attorney- General  whether  it  is  the 
intention  of  the  Government  to  re- 
introduce this  session  a  Companies 
Consolidation  Bill  to  consolidate  The 
Companies  Act,  1862,  and  the  Acts 
amending  it. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Lloyd-George.)  Since 
last  Session  the  Companies  Acts  Consoli- 
dation Bill,  which  was  then  introduced, 
has  undergone  careful  revision,  and  the 
provisions  of  the  Act  of  last  year  have 
been  incorporated  in  it.  It  is  the  inten- 
tion of  the  Government  to  introduce  this 
Bill  at  an  early  date. 

Additional  Grants  to  Scottish  County 
Education  Committees. 

Mr.  younger  (Ayr  Burghs) :  To 
isk  the  Secretary  for  Scotland  whether 
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for  inefficiency,  a  formal  statement  of 
the  grounds  on  which  it  is  proposed  to 
take  action  is  furnished  directly  to  the 
teacher.  Any  representations  or  ex- 
planations which  he  may  submit  in  his 
own  behalf  are  carefully  considered  by 
the  Commissioners  before  final  action 
is  taken.  Should  a  teacher  have  any 
well-grounded  cause  of  complaint  against 
the  manager  or  the  inspector,  he^  may 
submit  his  case  in  writing  to  the  Com- 
missioners for  their  consideration. 

Sale  of  the  Bockfleld  Estate, 
County  Mayo. 

Mb.  CONOR  O'KELLYf  (Mayo,  N.) : 
To  ask  the  Chief  Secretary_^to  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if  he  will  state  the 
terms  and  conditions  upon  which  the 
sale  of  the  Rockfield  portion  of  the  estate 
of  Cecil  Nolan-Ferrall,  in  the  County 
of  Mayo,  was  sold  to  the  Congested 
Districts  Board  ;  and  whether  the  Board 
is  now  proposing  to  take  from  some  of 
the  tenants  on  the  property  portion  of 
their  holdings  for  the  purpose  of  in- 
creasing the  holdings  of  sub-tenants 
on  the  same  property. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Birrell.)  The  Con- 
gested Districts  Board  purchased  the 
entire  Nolan-Ferrall  estate,  including 
the  Rockfield  section,  at  a  bulk  sum 
subject  to  existing  tenancies.  In  the  case 
of  one  of  the  tenants  of  a  large  holding 
the  Board  made  a  proposal  that  about 
three  acres  of  the  holding  should  be  given 
for  the  purpose  of  enlarging  the  small 
holding  of  a  sub-tenant,  the  tenant's 
rent  to  be  proportionately  reduced.  The 
tenant,  however,  declined  to  entertain 
that  proposal,  as  also  a  subsequent  pro- 
posal made  by  the  Board  that  six  acres 
of  unreclaimed  cut-away  bog  should  be 
given  for  a  like  purpose. 


SELECTION  (STANDING  COMMITTEES.) 
Sir  William  Brampton  Gurdon  re- 
ported from  the  Committee  of  Selection  ; 
That  they  had  discharged  the  following 
Member  from  Standing  Committee  A 
(in  respect  of  the  Education  (Local 
Authorities)  Bill)  :  Mr.  Seavems  ;  and 
had  appointed  in  substitution  (in  respect 
of  the  Education  (Local  Authorities) 
Bill) :    Mr.  Yoxall. 


Sir  William  Brampton  Gurdon 
further  reported  from  the  Committee ; 
That  they  had  discharged  the  following 
Members  from  Standing  Committee  A 
(in  respect  of  the  Local  Authorities  (Ad- 
mission of  the  Press)  Bill) :  Mr.  Secre- 
tary Gladstone  and  Mr.  Herbert  Samuel ; 
and  had  appointed  in  substitution  (in 
respect  of  the  Local  Authorities  (Admis- 
sion of  the  Press(  Bill) :  Mr.  Bums  and 
Dr.  Macnamara. 

Reports  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


HOUSING   OF  THE  WORKING    CI^SSES 
(IRELAND)  BILL. 

Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

Mb.  HOGAN  (Tipperary,  N.) :  The 
Bill  to  which  I  ask  the  House  to  give  a 
Second  Reading  to-day  deals  with  a  sub- 
ject of  immense  importance  to  Ireland 
and  of  the  greatest  possible  urgency. 
It  is  high  time  that  Ireland  had  some 
consideration  and  attention  given  by 
Parliament  to  its  housing  problem.  No 
one  who  understands  the  cities  and  towns 
of  Ireland  and  the  conditions  under  which 
the  working  classes  and  the  poorer  classes 
live  in  them  will  deem  it  an  exaggeration 
when  I  say  that  a  state  of  things  exists 
there  which  it  would  be  a  crime  to  allow 
to  continue  any  longer.  Let  this  House 
pause  for  a  moment  in  its  warfare  of 
parties  and  endeavour  to  do  some 
material  good  to  Ireland  by  passing  this 
measure.  It  is  purely  a  domestic  pro- 
blem, and  cannot  in  any  circumstances 
jeopardise  the  Union  or  touch  upon  the 
higher  flights  of  politics,  except  that  it  will 
tend  to  better  the  conc^tion  of  the  poorer 
classes  in  Ireland.  I  cannot  imagine 
that  any  Member  of  Parliament  desires 
to  throw  any  obstacle  in  the  way  of 
bettering  the  condition  of  the  Irish  people 
and  by  so  doing  perhaps  lessening  the 
volume  of  discontent  in  my  country.  I 
am  quite  aware  and  my  colleagues  of  the 
Irish  Party  are  quite  aware  that  the  pro- 
blem  is  a  big  one  and  will  take  consider* 
able  time  to  solve.  But  a  beginning 
must  be  made  and  the  sooner  the  better. 
The  principal  thing  to  secure  is  that  when 
we  begin  we  shall  not  set  about  the  work 
in  a  peddling  fashion,  but  shall  take 
means  to  enable  the  local  authorities  to 
do  something  on  a  comprehensive  scale 
within  the  next  few  years  so  as  ta  remove 
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one  of  the  worst  blots  on  our  civilisation. 
I  am  usually  a  silent  member  of  this 
House,  representing  an  innocent  and 
agricultural  constituency ;  even  the  hon. 
Members  from  Ulster  would  acknowledge 
this.  My  hon.  and  learned  friend  who  will 
second  the  Motion  I  make  will  explain  in 
detail  the  exact  proposals  of  the  Bill.  It  is 
his  business  to  talk,  and  he  c;  n  do  it  weh. 
It  is  my  business  to  vote,  and  I  can  do 
that  as  well  as  anyone  in  this  House. 
But,  speaking  as  the  representative  of 
North  Tipperary,  which  is  so  typical  of 
the  greater  part  of  Ireland  in  so  many  of 
its  conditions,  I  have  no  hesitation  in 
saying  that  if  this  Bill  passes  it  will  in 
the  next  ten  years  change  the  face  of  a 
great  part  of  most  of  the  cities  and  towns 
of  Ireland,  and  so  bring  advantages  to 
every  class  of  the  community  in  that 
country.  The  bettering  of  the  condition 
of  the  people  in  Ireland  is  desired  for  its 
own  sake  by  those  who  love  Ireland, 
whilst  even  our  opponents  on  other 
questions  should  be  the  first  to  realise 
that  the  objects  sought  by  this  Bill  are 
those  which  should  receive  their  abundant 
support.  I  could  give  to  the  House  many 
samples  and  illustrations  of  what  I  see 
myself.  I  will  only  trouble  you  with  one 
which  I  saw  last  January  in  a  town  not 
far  from  where  I  live.  It  was  a  very  wet 
day  and  walking  along  one  of  the  ordinary 
streets  I  saw  a  poor  old  man  sitting  by  a 
scanty  fire  in  his  own  house  and  he  had  to 
have  an  umbrella  up  to  do  that  which  the 
roof  ought  to  have  been  doing  for  him. 
With  these  few  observations  I  beg  to 
move  the  Second  Reading  of  the  Bill  now 
before  the  House. 

Mr.  CLANCY  (Dublin  County,  N.)  : 
I  rise  to  second  the  Motion  for  the  Second 
Reading  of  the  Bill.  My  hon.  friend 
who  has  just  sat  down  said  that  the 
subject  with  which  the  Bill  deals  was 
one  of  the  greatest  urgency.  It  is  hardly 
necessary  to  say  anything  in  proof  of 
that  allegation,  for,  in  truth,  everyone 
admits  it.  It  was  admitted  by  the  late 
(Jovemment,  when  the  then  Chief  Secre- 
tary for  Ireland,  the  Member  for  Dover, 
promised  legislation  at  an  early  date 
regarding  the  housing  question  in  Irish 
cities  and  towns.  But  if  proof  were 
needed,  it  is  to  be  had  in  abundance.  I 
assume,  of  course,  that  slums  are  bad 


things  and  that  proper  habitations  are 
necessary  for  the  poorer  classes  of  the 
community  as  well  as  for  those  higher  in 
the  social  scale.  Starting  with  that 
assumption  one  is  appalled  by  the  state 
of  the  housing  accommodation  for  the 
working  classes  in  nearly  all  the  cities  and 
towns  of  Ireland.  If  I  take  the  state  of 
things  in  Dublin  as  an  illustration,  I  do 
so  not  because  forty  or  fifty  other  urban 
districts  would  not  afford  striking  illustra- 
tions also,  but  because  the  magnitude  of 
the  blot  on  the  capital  city  of  Ireland 
amounts  in  itself  to  a  national  scandal.  I 
find  from  a  paper  read  in  1903  by  Sir 
Robert  Matheson,  the  Registrar- General 
for  Ireland,  that  there  were  then  21,747 
families  out  of  59,263  families,  or  36*70 
per  cent.,  living  in  one-room  tenements. 
Surely  it  is  not  necessary  to  go  further 
to  justify  immediate  legislation  on  this 
subject.  But,  in  view  of  the  character 
of  our  proposals,  it  may  be  well  to  see 
how  the  Irish  case  stands  in  comparison 
with  the  case  of  England  and  Scotland. 
Much  has  been  said,  and  I  have  no  doubt 
with  perfect  truth,  about  the  need  for 
further  legislation  to  meet  the  case  of 
Great  Britain.  But  a  few  figures  will 
show  that,  bad  as  is  the  state  of  things 
in  some  of  the  towns  of  Great  Britain,  it 
is  Elysium  itself  in  comparison  with  what 
meets  the  eye  in  Ireland,  and  especially  in 
Dublin.  Take  the  number  of  one-room 
tenements  having  five  or  more  occupants 
each  in  every  100  tenements  of  all  classes. 
According  to  Sir  Robert  Matheson — for 
it  is  to  his  courtesy  I  am  indebted  for 
these  figures,  which  may,  therefore, 
be  absolutely  relied  upon — Manchester 
has  0  •  04  such  tenements  ;  Liverpool, 
0-22  ;  London,  0  57  ;  Edinburgh,  1-80  ; 
Glasgo;^^,  4-28;  and  Dublin,  8*69.  In 
face  of  such  figures  as  those,  while  I  do  not 
in  the  least  desire  to  minimise  the  case 
of  Great  Britain  for  better  housing 
accommodation  for  its  workers,  I  shall 
not  be  going  too  far  when  I  say  that  there 
is  no  urgency  about  it  when  you  compare 
it  with  that  of  Ireland.  As  to  the  moral 
evils  resulting  from  the  state  of  things 
I  have  described,  I  am  on  common  ground 
with  everyone,  but  if  I  were  to  refer  to 
any  testimony  on  the  point  I  would  direct 
,  the  attention  of  the  Chief  Secretary  in 
particular  to  the  remarkable  deliverances 
which  the  Recorder  of  Dublin  recently 
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thought  it  his  duty  to  deliver  from  the 
bench  upon  this  point.  It  will  be  suffi- 
cient to  say  that  from  the  misery  and 
squalor  of  those  abodes  spring  nearly  all 
the  vice  and  nearly  all  the  crime  in  the 
urban  centres  of  Ireland,  which,  never- 
theless, we  are  proud  to  be  able  to  say  are 
amongst  the  most  peaceable  and  orderly 
communities  of  the  kind  in  the  whole 
worli.  What  about  the  physical  evils  ? 
We  hear  a  good  deal  nowadays — and  not 
a  word  too  much — about  the  ravages  of 
consumption,  and  the  necessity  of  fighting 
that  terrible  disease  with  appUances 
of  the  most  approved  sort,  no  matter  how 
costly.  But  what  earthly  use  is  it  to 
try  to  stamp  out  consumption  by  building 
sanatoria  when  you  have  those  thousands 
of  dens  breeding  tuberculosis  at  the 
same  time  ?  It  would  be  folly  not  to 
admit  that  something  has  been  done  by 
legislation  to  mitigate  this  great  social 
evil.  The  Housing  of  the  Working 
Qasses  Act  of  1890  especially  was  a  con- 
siderable step  in  advance,  and  advantage 
has  been  taken  of  that  Act  by  most,  if 
not  by  all,  the  Irish  municipalities.  In 
Dublin  especially  the  corporation  has 
done  very  considerable  work  in  clearing 
slum  areas  and  replacing  the  rookeries 
with  which  they  were  studded  by 
comfortable  dwellings.  But,  after  all, 
only  the  fringe  of  the  difficulty  has  been 
touched  both  in  Dublin  and  the  pro- 
vincial towns.  From  a  Return  granted 
on  the  Motion  of  my  hon.  friend  the 
Member  for  East  Mayo,  in  1906,  it  will 
be  found  that  since  the  first  of  the 
Housing  Acts  was  passed — thirty  or  forty 
years  ago — only  4,565  houses  were  built 
to  accommodate  about  4,600  families, 
and  700  other  persons  at  a  cost  of  about 
£790,000.  If  to  those  figures  be  added 
those  for  last  year,  only  about  4,806 
houses  have  been  built  to  accommodate 
about  4,650  families  and  1,000  other 
persons  at  a  cost  of  £830,000  in  the  long 
space  of  time  I  have  just  mentioned. 
Such  attempts  at  reconstruction  can 
hardly  be  dignified  by  the  name  of 
progress,  and  if  the  work  of  housing  the 
people  be  no  more  rapid  in  the  future 
the  prospect  is  enough  to  make  the 
heart  of  any  lover  of  his  kind  sink 
within  him.  But  the  explanation  of 
the  little  advance  made  is  perfectly 
obvious.  It  lies  in  the  terms  on  which 
the  necessary  funds  have  been  obtainable. 

Mr.  Clancy, 


For  many  years  past  the  rates  of  interest 
on  loans  for  housing  schemes  have  varied 
from  3^  per  cent,  for  a  period  not  ex- 
ceeding thirty  years,  to  4J  per  cent,  for 
a  period  not  exceeding  forty  years. 
At  the  present  moment  the  rate  of 
interest  for  a  period  not  exceeding  fifty 
years  is  as  high  as  3|  per  cent.  The 
average  annuity,  to  put  it  otherwise, 
payable  in  respect  of  a  loan  for  forty 
years  has  been  for  many  years  as  high 
as  £4  17s.  6d.  Is  it  any  wonder  that 
Irish  municipalities,  abeady  burdened 
with  high  rates,  hesitated  in  the  past,  and 
still  hesitate  to  embark  on  housing 
schemes  ?  Schemes  carried  out  on  such 
terms  would  necessarily  mean  either 
impossible  rents  or  impossible  rates. 
We  think  that  the  time  has  at  last 
come  when  some  other  alternative  in 
this  matter  ought  to  be  presented  to  the 
Irish  municipalities,  and  hence  we  offer 
this  Bill  for  the  acceptance  of  Parliament. 
To  the  provisions  of  the  measure  other 
than  the  money  clauses  I  do  not  suppose 
that  objection  will  be  taken  from  any 
quarter.  In  those  provisions  we  have 
made  a  studious  effort  to  keep  clear  of 
controversy.  In  point  of  fact  they  are 
almost  all  taken  from  enactments  already 
existing  in  England.  I  shall  not,  there- 
fore, trouble  the  House  by  explaining 
any  of  them  except  two.  One  of  the 
greatest  hardships  from  which  we  in 
Ireland  suffer  is  the  necessity  of  coming 
to  Parliament  to  obtain  legislative  sanc- 
tion to  every  little  clearance  scheme  we 
undertake.  Even  when  those  schemes 
are  not  opposed  they  cost  a  sum  of  money 
which  to  the  smaller  municipalities  is  a 
positive  terror.  We  think  the  decision 
of  the  Local  Government  Board  in  Ire- 
land ought  to  be  final  and  conclusive, 
and  we  propose  to  meke  it  so  in  every 
case.  That  is  one  of  the  two  proposals 
to  which  I  have  referred.  The  other  is 
to  offer  inducements  to  philanthropic 
associations  and  to  private  builders  to 
join  in  the  work  of  re-housing  the  people. 
I  confess  I  have  not  mucli  faith  myself  in 
the  existence  of  the  private  speculator 
anxious  to  risk  his  fortmie  in  the  effort 
to  benefit  his  fellowmeri.  It  would  not 
be  reasonable,  after  all,  to  expect  a  private 
business  man  to  do  anything  of  the  kind 
without  some  inducement,  though  I 
am  bound  to  add  that  there  are  to  be 
found  in  several  towns  in  Ireland  business 
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•  men  who  have  been  wise  enough  to  build 
dwellings  for  their  workmen  at  their  own 
expense.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  chief 
philanthropist  whom  we  have  had  is  Lord 
Iveagh,  whose  housiig  work  is  deserving 
of  the  highest  praise.  What  we  propose 
to  do  is  to  offer  to  private  builders  an 
abatement  or  a  total  remission  of  rates 
for  a  period  not  exceeding  ten  years  on 
houses  built  by  them  for  the  working 
classes,  on  condition  that  the  hoiLses  are 
kept  for  working  men  and  that  the  rents 
charged  shall  be  approved  of  by  the  local 
authority.  We  offer  to  associations 
formed  for  the  purpose  of  providing 
working-class  dwellings,  not  only  a  re- 
mission or  abatement  of  rates,  but  sites 
at  abated  rents  for  a  definite  period  on 
similar  conditions.  Whether  these  in- 
ducements will  be  sufficient  to  achieve 
the  object  in  view  remains  to  be  seen,  but 
we  are  hopeful  that  they  will  have  some 
effect,  as  they  have  had  effect  on  the 
Continent  and  particularly  in  Germany, 
and  in  so  far  as  they  are  effective  it  is 
plain  that  they  will  relieve  the  strain  on 
the  pecuniary  resources  of  the  local 
authorities.  Now  I  come  to  our  financial 
proposals.  They  are,  broadly  speaking, 
three  in  number.  First,  we  propose  that 
the  period  for  the  repayment  of  loans 
shall  henceforth  be  eighty  years.  When 
I  mention  that  this  provision  is  already 
the  law  in  England,  I  suppose  I  need  say 
no  more  about  it,  except  that  we  propose 
to  make  the  enactment  effective,  which 
it  is  not  in  England  as  yet,  by  directing 
the  lendirg  authority  to  lend  for  the 
period  mentioned  should  the  Local 
Government  Board  so  recommend.  This 
direction  was  omitted  in  the  English  Act 
of  1903,  whether  designedly  or  not  I  do 
not  say,  but  we  take  care  to  put  it  in  our 
Bill.  In  the  second  place,  we  propose 
that  £5,000,0<X)  of  the  £10,500,000  of 
deposits  in  the  Irish  Savings  Banks  shall 
be  earmarked  for  housing  purposes  in 
Ireland  and  shall  be  lent  as  required  to 
the  local  authorities  at  the  same  rate  of 
interest  as  is  paid  upon  them — namely, 
2\  per  cent.  I  am.  of  course,  aware 
that  some  objections  may  be  taken  to 
this  proposal,  but  it  seems  to  me  that 
they  may  be  all  satisfactorily  answered. 
It  may  be  thought,  for  insla!  ce,  that  the 
security  of  the  depositors  for  their  money 
may  be  endangered.  The  answer  is  that 
we  do  not  propose  to  touch  that  security. 


If  the  money  is  lent  as  we  suggest,  the 
State  will  be  as  responsible  as  before  to 
the  depositors.  Is  the  security  of  the 
State  for  the  repayment  of  the  money  by 
the  local  authorities  sufficient  ?  It  will 
be  the  very  same  security  as  it  has  now 
for  everj  loan  it  makes  for  local  purposes. 
It  may  again  be  said  that  to  lend 
£5,000,000  of  those  deposits  would  in- 
volve the  selling  of  the  stocks  in  which  the 
deposits  are  now  invested,  and  that  such 
an  operation  might  disturb  the  money 
market.  That  might  be  the  case  if  the 
£5,000,0GC  were  to  be  advanced  at  once  ; 
but  inasmuch  as  it  is  utterly  unlikely,  if 
we  may  judge  from  the  past,  that  more 
than  £250,000  will  be  advanced  in  any 
one  }  e»r,  for  some  years  to  come  at  least, 
and  as  the  annual  increase  in  the  Irish 
deposits  is  nearly  £500,000,  it  is  plain 
that  not  a  single  pound  need  be  raised  by 
selling  consols.  For  the  same  reason 
there  could  be  no  loss  in  charging  only  the 
same  interest  as  is  paid  to  the  depositors. 
I  am  aware  that  there  has  been  a  loss  to 
the  Exchequer  on  the  income  account  of 
those  deposits,  and  that  some  persons 
complain  that  that  loss  should  be  borne 
by  the  general  taxpayer.  But  that  is 
because  of  the  present  way  of  dealing 
with  the  deposits,  and  in  this  case,  more- 
over, there  need  be  no  loss,  because  I  do 
not  think  we  should  object,  if  it  were 
shown  that  a  loss  were  certain  to  occur, 
to  a  fra<^tion  being  added  to  the  interest 
to  cover  the  loss.  I  think  I  have  now 
exhausted  the  possible  objections,  and  all 
I  shall  add  on  this  point  is  that  as  those 
deposits  are  Irish  money,  the  expression 
of  Irish  wishes  in  regard  to  the  use  of 
them  ought  to  have  some  weight  with  the 
Government  if  there  are  no  insuperable 
obstacles  in  the  way.  Our  third  proposal 
is  that  there  should  be  a  grant-in-aid, 
and  if  I  am  not  wearying  the  House 
I  should  like  to  explain  how  such  a  grant 
becomes  necessary  and  how  it  may  be 
made  without  touching  on  any  but  Irish 
funds.  The  figures  I  am  about  to  give 
are,  I  assure  the  House,  the  result  of 
careful  inquiry,  and  I  think  they  may  be 
taken  as  broadly  correct.  Different  sorts 
of  habitations  will  be  built.  Some  will 
be  large  buildings  with  flats,  some  will 
be  two-storey  houses  ;  some  ^^^ll  be  one- 
storey  cottages  ;  some  will  be  built  in 
places  where  land  and  labour  will  be 
comparatively  dear  ;  some  in  places  where 
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one  object  at  2J  per  cent,  interest.  He 
Tvould  first  deal  with  the  advance  of  five 
millions  of  money  to  this  object.  He  had 
been  for  a  good  number  of  years  en- 
gaged in  business  in  the  City  of  London . 
Owing  to  the  necessity  of  keeping  a 
watchful  eye  upon  Members  opposite  he 
had  been  obliged  to  relinquish  his  business 
in  the  last  few  years,  but  he  had  not  for- 
gotten what  he  had  learnt  during  the 
thirty-five  years  that  he  was  engaged  in 
active  business  in  the  City.  The  first 
thing  that  a  banker  had  to  learn  was  that 
he  must  keep  a  certain  portion  of  his 
securities  liquid  and  easily  realisable.  He 
defied  anybody  in  the  House  to  say  that 
£5,000,000  invested  in  houses  was  a 
realisable  asset.  It  could  not  be  realised 
at  all.  It  might  be  a  fairly  good  security, 
"but  it  was  what  was  called  in  banking 
circles  a  "  lock-up,"  and  it  was  locked  up 
for  eighty  years.  It  was  the  custom  of 
"bankers  not  to  lend  money  for  more  than 
six  months,  and  here  was  a  proposal  to 
lend  money  for  eighty  years.  That  was 
a  great  infringement  upon  the  manage- 
ment of  the  savings  banks  in  the  country. 
The  money  in  the  savings  banks  was 
invested  chiefly  in  Consols.  When  the 
seconder  dealt  with  the  fact  that  the 
security  for  this  money  would  be  the 
rates  of  the  local  authorities  he  forgot 
that  Parliament  had  always  refused  to 
allow  the  savings  banks  to  invest  their 
money  in  securities  of  local  authorities. 
Sir  Albert  RoUit,  who  was  a  Member  of 
that  House  for  many  years,  had  tried  to 
alter  the  law  so  as  to  enable  the  savings 
banks  to  invest  their  money  in  the 
securities  of  local  authorities.  He  (Sir 
F.  Banbuiy)  was  one  of  a  Committee 
appointed  by  the  House  some  five 
years  ago  to  go  into  the  question, 
and  he  thought,  with  the  exception 
of  Sir  Albeit  Rollit,  the  whole  Com- 
mittee were  unanimous — certainly  all  the 
banking  part  of  it — in  refusing  to  support 
the  proposal.  The  reason  why  it  was 
necessary  for  the  savings  bank  funds  to 
be  invested  in  Consols  was  that  they  were, 
after  gold,  the  most  easily  realisable 
security,  and  the  argument  had  always 
been  brought  forward  by  those  who  had 
contended  that  it  was  not  necessary  for 
the  savings  banks  to  keep  a  reserve  of 
gold,  that  as  their  funds  were  invested 
in  Consols  they  were  easily  realisable  in 
the  event  of  a  sudden  call  being  made 

Sir  F.  Banbury, 


by  the  depositors,  and  that  therefore 
there  was  no  necessity  to  keep  a  reserve 
of  gold.  He  thought  himself  there  was 
a  good  deal  in  that  argument.  Un- 
fortunately at  the  present  moment  Con- 
sols were  not  so  easily  realisable  as  they 
had  been,  but  still  they  were  the  only 
securities  which  in  a  panic  could  be 
realised,  and  therefore  there  was  some- 
thing to  be  said  for  the  custom  of  the 
savings  banks  to  invest  all  their  monies 
in  this  sort  of  securities  and  not  to  hold 
gold.  But  if  £5,000,000,  which  was 
something  like  40  per  cent,  of  the 
monies  invested  in  the  Irish  Savings 
Banks,  were  to  be  invested  in  au 
unrealisable  security,  what  would  happen 
in  the  event  of  a  sudden  withdrawal 
of  money  by  depositors?  It  was  all 
very  well  to  say  that  the  local  authori- 
ties could  be  called  upon  to  pay.  They 
could  not  be  called  upon  to  pay,  because 
the  period  was  for  eighty  years,  and  it 
would  be  quite  impossible  to  go  to  them 
and  demand  a  large  sum  of  money  down 
at  a  time  of  serious  financial  depression — 
that  beipg  the  only  time  when  there  would 
be  a  run  of  depositors.  The  hon.  Member 
had  also  said  it  might  be  argued  that  to 
realise  £5,000,000  of  stock  would  have  a 
serious  effect  upon  the  market.  At  the 
present  moment  it  would,  and  no  doubt 
it  would  have  a  depressing  effect  on 
Irish  Land  Stock,  which  they  were  all 
anxious  to  see  improve  in  value.  It  was 
true  that  the  hon.  Member  had  said  that 
the  money  would  not  be  required  all  at 
once,  but  it  would  at  any  rate  be  required 
in  three  or  four  years. 


Mr.  CLANCY : 
years. 


In  twelve  or  fourteen 


Sir  F.  BANBURY  said  he  did  not  see 
how  anyone  could  say  how  long  the 
period  would  be,  because  that  depended 
upon  the  local  authorities  in  Ireland,  and 
how  soon  they  would  be  able  to  get  to 
work.  When  local  authorities  could  get 
money  below  the  market  value  they  were 
not  backward  in  availing  themselves  of 
that  advantage.  The  fact  that  people 
knew  that  a  large  amount  of  this  stock 
was  coming  on  the  market  would  have 
a  depressing  effect,  and  that  was  one  of 
the  reasons  why  the  Irish  Land  Stock 
had  been  so  much  depressed.  He  noticed 
that  under  the  Bill  the  rate  of  interest 
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was  not  to  exceed  2J  per  cent.  The 
expenses  of  managing  the  Savings  Bank 
came  to  J  per  cent.,  so  that  if  they  were 
to  pay  only  2  J  per  cent,  there  woidd  be  a 
loss  of  J  per  cent,  to  the  Savings  Bank, 
which  would  have  to  be  made  good  out  of 
Imperial  funds.  It  was  quite  true  that 
the  hon.  Member  had  said  he  might  be 
willing  to  consent  in  Committee  to  a 
slight  increase  so  as  to  reduce  that  loss, 
but  the  rest  of  the  loss  would  have  to  be 
borne  by  Imperial  Funds. 

Mr.  CLANCY  said  they  were  willing 
to  consent  to  such  an  increase  as  would 
cover  the  loss. 

Sir  F.  BANBURY  said  that  that 
made  the  proposal  slightly  more  reason- 
able. He  would  remind  the  House 
that  four  or  five  years  ago  an  attempt 
was  made  to  increase  the  interest  on 
deposits  in  the  Savings  Bank,  and  that 
was  supported  by  hon.  Members  on  the 
Opposition  side  of  the  House.  He 
opposed  it  very  strongly  at  the  time, 
and  the  Committee  of  which  he  was  a 
Member  came  to  the  conclusion  that  they 
could  not  increase  the  rate  of  interest, 
although  there  was  a  very  great  demand 
for  it.  There  was  every  reason  to  sup- 
pose that  with  the  rise  in  the  value  of 
money  which  had  taken  place  since  that 
time  any  proposal  brought  forward  to 
increase  the  rate  of  interest  paid  in 
the  Savings  Bank  would  be  harder 
to  resist  now  than  before.  If  such 
a  proposal  were  brought  forward  and 
carried  he  did  not  think  Irish  Mem- 
bers would  be  willing  to  allow  Ireland 
to  be  made  an  exception,  and  Irish  in- 
vestors would  naturally  want  to  receive 
the  benefit  of  the  higher  interest.  But 
he  had  another  great  objection  to  the 
Bill.  Even  allowing  the  principle  that  it 
was  right  that  local  authorities  should 
build  houses  for  people  to  live  in,  surely 
they  should  onlv  be  allowed  to  do  so  upon 
economic  conditions.  They  should  go  to 
the  open  market,  find  their  money,  and 
build  the  house  >  on  the  ordinary  condi- 
tions. Why  should  they  build  at  less  than 
cost  price  and  ask  the  State  to  pay  the  dif- 
ference ?  That  was  a  step  towards  Social- 
ism and  he  was  quite  sure  that,  whatever 
other  parts  of  the  country  might  say, 
the  City  of  London  would  not  agree  to 
it.     The  hon.  Member  who  moved  this 


Bill  had  admitted  that  the  rate  of  interest 
varied  from  3 J  per  cent,  to  4 J  per  cent., 
and  consequently  uider  this  Bill  they 
were  proposing  to  make  a  present  to  the 
local  authorities  of  the  difference  be- 
tween 2  J  per  cent,  and  4  per  cent,  interest 
on  £5,000,000.  To  that  proposal  he 
objected  very  strongly.  It  had  also  been 
said  that  a  similar  measure  to  this  would 
be  demanded  for  England  and  Scotland. 

Mr.  CLANCY  said  he  did  not  say  that. 
What  he  stated  was  that  a  similar  measure 
had  been  recommended  for  England  and 
Scotland  by  the  Select  Committee  of  1906. 

Sir  F.  BANBURY  said  he  felt  qmte 
certain  that  the  same  measure  would 
be  asked  for  for  both  England  and  Scot- 
land if  this  Bill  passed,  and  that  was 
why  he  opposed  it.  That  was  an  ex- 
tremely large  order,  and  it  would  be 
extremely  dangerous  to  take  the  money 
in  the  Savings  Bank  and  invest  it  in 
small  houses.  One  proposal  to  which 
he  objected  was  the  extension  of  the 
period  of  repayment  from  sixty  to  eighty 
years.  It  was  quite  true  that  the  Act 
of  1903  contained  a  proposal  of  that 
kind,  but  there  was  no  provision  in  that 
Act  whereby  the  money  would  be  taken 
from  the  Savings  Bank.  They  knew 
that  under  Qause  5  the  money  was  going 
to  be  exhausted.  The  Bank  of  Ireland, 
whether  it  liked  it  or  not,  would  take  it 
away.  Clause  6  apparently  appropriated 
a  portion  of  the  Irish  Quit  Rent  Fund 
to  housing  purposes.  He  did  not  profess 
to  know  what  that  fund  was,  but,  what- 
ever it  was,  he  did  not  see  why  it  should 
be  taken  for  housing  purposes.  He  ob- 
jected to  Clause  9,  which  proposed  to 
empower  local  authorities  to  acquire 
lodging-houses  outside  their  own  districts. 
He  thought  that  was  a  very  strong  order. 
Hon.  Members  ought  to  be  satisfied  with 
local  authorities  looking  after  their  own 
districts. 


Mr.  CLANCY 

the  English  Act. 


That  is  copied  from 


Sir  F.  BANBURY  said  that  the  last 
Government  had,  perhaps,  made  a  mis- 
take in  giving  local  authorities  the  power 
to  go  outside  their  districts  in  this 
matter.  [A  Nationalist  Member  :  Why 
w>re  you  not  here  to  look  after  them  ?] 
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for  the  repayment  of  loans  was  extended 
from  sixty  to  eighty  years,  and  in  regard 
to  that  he  would    point  out  that  the 
security  would,  in  all  probability   in  a 
great    many    cases    entirely    disappear 
long    before    the    term   was    exhausted. 
The  cottages  which  would  constitute  the 
security  for  the  advances  would  at  the 
end  of  eighty  years  be  poor  security  if 
they  were  built  on  the  £150    principle 
so  much  advocated  in  connection  with 
garden    cities.     Here,    apparently,    the 
securities  were  to  be  hj^othecated  twice 
over,    and   he   did   not   see    where    the 
security  of  the  second  lender  was  likely 
to    come    in.      A    second     mortgagee 
generally  came  off  badly,  and  in  this  case 
he  w^as  not  likely  to  be  an  exception  to 
the    common    rule.     The    House     had 
already  been  reminded  that  the    Con- 
gested Districts  Board  was  in  a  parlous 
state,    and   in    want   of   money.     Why 
should  not  that  Board  annex  the  various 
funds  which  this  Bill  proposed  to  appro- 
priate to  housing  purposes  ?    That  Board 
was  now  in   existence,   they   had  done 
excellent  work,  and  at  present  they  were 
handicapped    through    want    of    funds. 
The   House   ought   to   know  something 
more  than  had  been  stated  as  to    the 
kind  of  lodging-houses  proposed  to  be 
erected,  and  as  to  the  conditions  under 
which  the  people  would  be  likely  to  live 
in     them.     There     might     be     lodging- 
houses  which  would  become  mere  rook- 
eries just  as  undesirable  as  those  which 
wore  now  occupied  by  the  people  whom 
uui,  «^--«-..r  I  **^^'  ^^*^^  sought  to  benefit.     The  provision 
uiiiuons  of  slum  areas  |  in  the  English  Act  which  enabled    an 

»    authority    to    provide    houses    for    the 

working  classes  outside  their  own  areas 
was  iu^^erted  for  a  specific  purpose.  It 
was  to  enable  this  vast  Metropolis  to  go 
outside  its  own  area,  which  was  already 
olost^ly  covered  with  buildings  of  all 
sorts,  in  order  to  provide  for  the  con- 
gt^stod  [wpulation.  That  seemed  to  be 
A  nmsiMirtble  thing,  but  the  conditions 
\\\\\A\  obtained  in  Ireland,  except,  per- 
hii|v.  in  Dublin  and  Belfast,  w^ere  not 
Kinuliir.  and  there  was  no  necessity 
for  ourtbling  local  authorities  to  go 
outsido  tlioir  own  areas.  It  there  was 
to  W  the  competition  between  local 
li«fhoritios,  which  might  arise  from  the 
grunting  of  this  power,  waste  would 
f^lilt  instead  of  economic  efhciency  in  the 
Coming  out  of  the  provisions  of  the  Bill. 


«^  -^mtiOfciV  ™  «me  in  every  part 
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Then  he  noticed  that  the  occupants  of 
these  dwellings  were  to  be  exempt  from 
the  payment  of  rates.       It  was  very 
desirable,  no  doubt,  that  these  cottages 
and    lodging-houses    should    be    erected 
and   conducted   on  the   most  economic 
plan ;    but  that  would  be  a  great  hard- 
ship on  the  other  ratepayers,  many  of 
whom   were   poor   people   living   under 
great  difficulties  in  their  endeavour  to 
keep  the  wolf  from  the  door.    It  was 
unreasonable    that    the    latter    should 
have    their    rates   for  sewage,    lighting, 
maintenance  of  roads,   and  other  local 
charges  increased,   while  the  occupants 
of  the  houses  built  under  this  Bill  would 
be     exempt    altogether.     He     did     not 
know  whether  any  hon.  Gentleman  below 
the    gangway    had    had    experience    of 
having  a  local  authority  as  a  landlord, 
but  a  local  authority  had  neither  a  soul 
to  be  saved  nor  a   body  to  be  kicked, 
they  were  trustees  for  the  general  public 
and  they  had  often    to   act  in  a  hard 
and  harsh  way  which  would  be  disastrous 
to  many  tenants.     That  was  undoubtedly 
a  disadvantage  which  might  be  got  over 
by  the  proposition  which  would  shortly 
be  placed  on   the   Table   by  the   Presi- 
dent of   the   Local   Grovernment  Board. 
But  at  all    events    it    was  undesirable 
that  this    Bill    should    now   be  read  a 
second  time.     He  noticed  that  it  was  to 
come  into  force,  if  passed,  immediately. 
There     were     some      Acts     of     Parlia- 
ment   dealing    with    customs    and  the 
like    which   it   was  really  necessary   to 
make  operative  the  moment  they  were 
passed  in  order  that  people  might  not  be 
induced    to   speculate   financially   as    a 
result  of  the  Bill  being  made  an  Act, 
but  although  the  housing  question  was 
urgent,  especially  in  densely  populated 
districts,  it  must  be  manifest  to  every- 
one having  experience  that  it  would  be 
unreasonable  that  a  measure  containing 
very    far-recching    financial     provisions 
should  come  into  force  at  once.     Without 
lacking  any  sympathy  with  those  who 
were    suffering    from    overcrowding,    he 
yet  believed  that  the  present  moment  was 
ill-judged    in    which    to    bring    in    this 
measure  ;      and  however  much  it  went 
against    the    grain,  there    was    no   alter- 
native available  iov  him  but  to  second 
the  rejection  of  the  Bill  so  ably  moved 
by    the   hon.    Member    for    the    City   of 
London. 


Amendment  proposed — 

"To  leave  out  the  word  *now,'  and  at  the 
end  of  the  Question  to  add  the  words  *  upon 
this  day  six  months.*** — <Sir  F.  Banbury.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  word 
*  now '  stand  part  of  the  Question." 


Mr.  LONSDALE  (Armagh,  Mid.)  said 
that  although  the  Bill  now  before  the 
House  had  not  been  backed  by  any 
Unionist  Member  from  Ireland,  it  must 
not  be  supposed  that  there  was  amongst 
them  any  feeling  of  hostility  towards  the 
objects  of  the  promoters.  On  the  con- 
trary, he  and  his  colleagues  who  repre- 
sented constituencies  in  Ulster  were 
strongly  in  sympathy  with  any  well-con- 
sidered proposal  for  extending  the  facili- 
ties for  the  erection  of  houses  for  the 
working  classes  in  cities  and  towns  in 
Ireland.  Any  hon.  Member  on  those 
benches  who  opposed  the  principle  of 
legislation  such  as  was  proposed  in  this 
Bill  would,  he  ventured  to  say,  be  acting 
contrary  to  the  policy  of  the  Party  to 
which  he  professed  allegiance  ;  because 
it  must  not  be  forgotten  that  all  the 
principal  Acts  of  Parliament  which  had 
up  to  the  present  time  supplied  the 
machinery  for  improving  the  housing  of 
the  working  classes  had  been  the  work 
of  the  Unionist  Party.  He  need  scarcely 
remind  the  House  that  the  Act  of  1890—- 
which  was  the  chief  foundation  of  all 
efforts  of  recent  years  in  this  direction — 
both  in  Ireland  and  Great  Britain,  was 
passed  through  Parliament  by  a  Con- 
servative majority  ;  and  the  amending 
Acts  of  1900  and  1903  were  also  carried 
under  similar  auspices.  The  two 
measures  of  1900  and  1903  to  which  he 
had  alluded  were,  however,  not  applied 
to  Ireland.  He  did  not  propose  oi  that 
occasion  to  enter  into  any  examination  of 
the  reason  why  Ireland  was  excluded  from 
the  benefits  of  the  increased  facilities  which 
were  then  afforded  to  England.  He 
would  only  say  that  the  fact  that  Ireland 
had  had  to  wait  for  these  advantages 
simply  served  to  strengthen  the  claim 
which  was  now  put  forward  on  her  be- 
half— that  the  amendments  of  the  law 
which  experience  had  showTi  to  be  neces- 
sary should  now  be  granted,  after  due 
consideration  by  the  House.  It  was 
scarcely    possible    to    over-estimate    the 
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benefits  which  had  accrued  to  the  working 
classes  from  the  increased  attention 
which  had  been  bestowed  in  recent  years 
upon  the  question  of  improving  the 
dwellings  of  the  people.  It  was  beyond 
all  question  that  the  condition  of  the 
home  affected  in  the  most  profound 
manner  both  the  health  and  morals  of 
the  people.  Overcrowded  and  insanitary 
houses  were  productive  of  disease,  and  of 
social  evils,  which  could  not  be  eradicated 
by  any  palliative  measures  that  might 
be  taken — whether  by  the  Legisla- 
ture or  by  organised  private  effort. 
He  felt  sure  he  would  carry  the  whole 
House  with  him  when  he  said  that  by 
giving  the  people  good,  sanitary  houses 
they  checked  many  of  those  evils  at  the 
source,  and  promoted  the  well-being  of 
the  whole  nation.  In  Ireland,  he  was 
glad  to  say,  considerable  progress  had 
been  made  in  this  direction  during  recent 
years — ^both  in  the  towns  and  in  the 
country.  The  Labourers  Acts — which 
had  been  passed  in  successive  years — 
had  effected,  or  were  effecting,  a  revolu- 
tion in  regard  to  rural  housing ;  and 
what  was  now  needed  was  further  assis- 
tance from  the  State  towards  making  a 
like  beneficial  change  in  the  conditions 
imder  which  the  working  classes  in  the 
towns  had  to  live.  That  there  had  been 
a  great  improvement  in  respect  of  housing 
during  the  last  thirty  years  was  apparent 
from  certain  statistics  which  were  in- 
cluded in  the  last  Census  Returns.  The 
Census  Commissioners  of  1841  divided 
the  dwellings  then  existing  into  four 
classes,  and  that  classification  had  been 
retained  since.  The  fourth,  or  lowest 
class,  comprised  all  mud  cabins  or  houses 
built  of  other  perishable  material  having 
only  one  room  and  window;  the  third 
consisted  of  a  better  description  of  house 
with  two  to  four  rooms  and  windows ; 
the  second  were  good  farmhouses  and 
houses  in  towns  having  from  five  to  nine 
rooms  and  windows ;  and  the  first  in- 
cluded all  houses  of  a  better  description 
than  the  foregoing.  In  1841,  the  single- 
room  mud  cabins  numbered  491,278,  or 
more  than  one-third  of  the  entire  number 
of  inhabited  houses  in  Ireland.  In  1881, 
the  number  of  this  class  of  house  had 
dropped  to  40,665 ;  and  in  1901  it  had 
declined  still  ^  further  to  9,872.  There 
was  every  reason  to  believe  that  by  the 
next  census  in  1911,  this  class  of  house 
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would  have  been  improved  entirely  out 
of  existence.  The  figures  of  the  third 
class  of  house  also  showed  that  progress 
had  been  made.  The  number  of  houses 
in  this  class  had  declined  from  384,475 
in  1881  to  251,606  in  1901.  On  the 
other  hand,  the  second  or  better  class 
of  dwellings  showed  an  increase  from 
422,241  in  1881  to  521,455  in  1901.  The 
first  class  also  showed  an  increase  in 
the  same  period  from  66,727  to  75,225. 
There  was,  however,  another  fact  in 
these  census  figures  which  was  not  so 
satisfactory.  In  1881  there  were  living 
in  66,727  first-class  houses  only  57,673 
families ;  but  in  1901  the  75,225  houses 
returned  in  the  first  class  contained 
no  fewer  than  100,807  families.  These 
facts  indicated  that  there  was  a  con- 
siderable amount  of  overcrowding.  The 
census  figures  relating  to  one-room 
tenements  also  demonstrated  the  need 
for  increased  attention  being  given  to 
the  housing  question.  In  1901,  there 
were  in  Ireland  79,149  tenements  of 
one  room,  and  in  5,587  of  these  single- 
room  dwellings  seven  or  more  persons — 
in  some  cases  as  many  as  twelve — were 
crowded  together  under  conditions  which 
could  not  fail  to  be  detrimental  to  both 
health  and  morals.  In  Dublin  at  the 
time  of  that  census,  the  degree  of  over- 
crowding was  shown  to  be  very  intense — 
unparalleled,  in  fact,  by  any  large  city  in 
the  British  Isles — 40*6  per  cent,  of  the 
population  occupying  "  overcrowded 
dwellings."  In  the  Report  issued  by 
the  Board  of  Trade  on  the  cost  of  living 
of  the  working  classes  some  particulars 
were  given  relating  to  the  question  of 
housing  in  certain  Irish  towns,  and  th<» 
efforts  which  had  been  made  in  recent 
years  to  deal  with  the  evil  of  over- 
crowding. In  Dublin — where  the  need 
for  reform  was  shown  to  be  most  urgent, 
by  the  Census  Reports  of  1901 — the 
corporation,  amongst  other  undertakings, 
had  spent  £250,000  in  clearing  insanitary 
areas  ;  and  it  had  also  erected  artisans 
dwellings  and  lodging-houses.  Private 
enterprise  had  also  been  vigorously  at 
work  in  the  same  direction,  and  this 
Report  stated — 

"  As  the  result  of  the  joint  netiviti'58  of  tie 
numerous  Agencies  concerned  with  the  housing 
of  the  poor,  probably  more  than  20,000  of  the 
artisan  and  labouring  classes  are  now  housed  in 
dweUings  erected  especially  with  a  view  to  their 
comfort  and  health.'* 
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Belfast  was  the  exact  opposite  of  Dublin, 
both  as  regarded  housing  and  other 
matters  as  well.  The  two  places  were 
**  as  the  poles  asunder."  Belfast  was  the 
centre  of  a  thriving  industry,  and  its 
working-class  population  was  generally 
in  a  state  of  comfort  and  prosperity. 
The  city  was  continually  spreading 
itself  abroad  into  the  country  surrounding 
it,  and  especially  to  the  southward. 
There  was  no  lack  of  building  ground, 
and  as  a  consequence  the  prevailing  type 
of  working-class  house  was  not  the  large 
tenement-building,  but  a  two-storeyed 
house  such  as  was  commonly  found  in 
English  towns.  Belfast  was,  on  the 
whole,  exempt  from  the  evils  of  over- 
crowding, whereas  in  Dublin  in  1901,  there 
were  40*  6  per  ce  it.  of  the  population 
occupying  overcrowded  dwellings ;  in 
Belfast,  only  8*  29  per  cent,  of  the  popula- 
tion inhabited  houses  described  as  over- 
crowded ;  and  only  5*  27  per  cent,  of  the 
inhabited  houses  came  under  that  cate- 
gory. The  beneficial  effect  of  these 
measures,  and  others  of  a  like  nature, 
was  reflected  by  a  sensible  decline  of  the 
death  rate,  which  in  Dublin  had  dropped 
from  31-  9  in  1897  to  24*  1  in  1906.  The 
death  rate  in  Belfast  was  considerably 
lower  than  that  of  Dublin.  In  1906 
it  was  only  twenty  per  thousand,  and 
that  was  only  slightly  lower  than  the 
average  of  the  preceding  six  years.  The 
fact  went  to  establish  the  close 
connection  that  existed  between 
sanitary  dwellings  and  the  health 
of  the  community — a  fact  which 
might  be  supported  if  necessary  by 
the  particulars  obtainable  from  the 
statistics  relating  to  other  towns  in 
Ireland.  Considerable  attention  had 
been  devoted  lately  to  the  unfortunate 
prevalence  in  Ireland  of  the  disease 
of  consumption.  This  terrible  disease 
had  been  responsible  for  an  exceptionally 
heavy  mortality ;  and  the  fact  was  dis- 
closed by  the  Report  of  the  Registrar- 
General  that  in  1905  there  were  in 
Ireland  no  fewer  than  12,000  deaths 
due  to  tubercular  diseases.  The 
death  rate  from  this  cause  in  Ireland 
stood  at  a  far  higher  figure  than  in  either 
England  or  Scotland.  He  was  glad  to 
say  that  these  facts  had  impressed 
the  people  of  Ireland  with  the  neces- 
sity^ of  taking  vigorous  measures 
to    check    the    progress    of    th3     evil. 
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k  movement  was  now  proceeding  in 
their  country  which  promised  to  have  the 
most  beneficial  results  in  educating  public 
opinion  in  reference  to  precautionary 
measures,  and  also  in  stimulating  local 
authorities  to  take  action  in  the  direc- 
tion of  safeguarding  the  public  health. 
The  extreme  gravity  of  the  evil  was 
being  recognised ;  and  the  question  of 
remedial  measures  was  engaging  the 
attention  of  sanitary  authorities  all  over 
Ireland.  The  Chief  Secretary  had  pro- 
mised legislation  on  the  subject ;  and 
the  right  hon.  (Jentleman  would  be  doing 
a  real  service  to  Ireland  by  introducing 
and  pushing  forward  his  proposals  with* 
out  delay.  In  this  matter  as  in  the 
case  of  every  other  ill  w.iich  affects 
humanit)',  'prevention  is  better  than 
cure ' ;  and  it  was  one  of  the  facts 
which  everybody  admitted,  that  over- 
crowding and  insanitary  dwellings  were 
very  fruitful  causes  of  this  and  other 
diseases.  They  urged,  therefore,  that 
the  facts  relating  to  the  prevalence  of 
consumption  in  Ireland  strongly  sup- 
ported the  claim  now  made  that 
it  should  be  made  easier  for  local  authori- 
ties to  take  steps  to  improve  the  housing 
of  the  people.  As  the  representative 
of  a  constituency  which  contained  several 
important  urban  communities,  he  gave 
a  very  cordial  support  to  the  principle 
of  this  Bill.  At  the  same  time,  he  was 
bound  to  say  that  in  his  opinion  some 
of  the  proposals  of  the  measure  now 
before  the  House  would  require  very 
careful  consideration  before  they  were 
embodied  in  an  Act  of  Parliament.  For 
his  part,  he  was  disposed  to  think  that, 
having  regard  to  the  novelty  of  some 
of  the  provisions  of  the  Bill,  the  proper 
course  to  adopt  in  regard  to  it  would  be 
to  give  it  a  Second  Reading,  and  then 
refer  it  to  a  Select  Committee,  who  would 
give  it  an  expert  examination  and 
report  as  to  how  far  it  was  possible  or 
desirable  to  give  it  legislative  effect. 
The  principal  clauses  of  the  Bill  were 
those  which  dealt  with  the  finance  of 
the  question.  The  chief  obstacle  in 
the  way  of  local  authorities  in  their 
efforts  to  provide  improved  dwellings, 
at  rents  within  the  means 
of  the  working  classes,  had  been  the 
difficulty  of  obtaining  cheap  money. 
Under  the  conditions  which  had  pre- 
vailed hitherto,   it  had  been  foun  I,  in 
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many  places,  practically  impossible  to 
build  bouses  of  a  good  class  and  let 
tbem  at  rents  wbicb  tbe  people  who 
needed  them  most  could  afford  to  pay, 
without  imposing  additional  burdens 
upon  the  abeady  heavily-burdened  rate- 
payers. The  proposals  made  by  the 
promoters  of  the  Bill  to  overcome  that 
difficulty  would,  he  ventured  to  think, 
require  very  careful  consideration,  both 
in  the  interests  of  the  depositors  in  the 
savings  banks,  and  also  in  the  interests 
of  the  taxpayer.  The  Bill  proposed 
to  take  a  sum  of  £5,000,000  from  the 
amount  on  deposit  in  the  Trustee  Savings 
Banks  and  the  Post  Office  Savings  Bank 
in  Ireland,  and  to  lend  it  to  the 
local  authorities  for  housing  purposes 
at  a  rate  of  interest  not  exceed- 
ing 2J  per  cent.  It  might,  of  course, 
be  argued  that  the  interests  of  depositors 
would  not  be  affected  if  this  proposal 
were  carried  out.  They  had  the 
State  guarantee  both  for  the,  interest 
on  their  money  and  for  the  refund 
of  their  deposits  on  demand ;  and  that 
guarantee  would  not  be  affected  by 
the  fact  that  the  money  was  being  used 
for  the  purpose  of  financing  housing 
schemes.  It  was,  however,  a  matter  for 
careful  consideration  whether  this 
method  of  using  the  deposits  in  the 
savings  banks  would  not  tend  to  lessen 
public  confidence  in  those  institutions 
and  lead  to  the  withdrawal  of  deposits. 
The  effect  on  the  interests  of  the  taxpayer 
could  be  estimated  with  a  greater  amount 
of  certainty.  At  the  present  time  the 
deposits  in  the  savings  banks  were 
invested  by  the  National  Debt  Com- 
missioners in  public  securities  which 
}ielded  a  higher  rate  of  interest  than 
that  paid  to  depositors,  and  the 
difference  between  the  interest  received 
and  the  interest  paid  was  used  to  meet 
the  expenses  incidental  to  the  carrying  on 
of  the  savings  banks.  In  former  years 
these  institutions  were,  by  this  means, 
self-supporting ;  but  for  the  last  ten  or 
fifteen  years  there  had  been  an  annual 
deficiency  in  the  income  account  of  the 
savings  banks,  which  had  had  to  be  made 
good  out  of  public  funds.  The  matter 
had  been  the  subject  of  debate  in  the 
House  on  several  occasions,  and  proposals 
had  been  made  to  reduce  the  rate  of 
interest  paid  to  depositors  as  a  means  of 
getting  rid  of  the  deficiency.  That 
Mr.  Lonsdale. 


necessity  had  been  avoided  up  to  the 
present  time ;  and  the  hope  had  been 
entertained  and  expressed  by  successive 
Chancellors  of  the  Exchequer  that, 
as  the  result  of  arrangements  which 
had  been  made,  the  deficiency  would, 
in  course  of  a  few  years,  disappear. 
The  fact  was,  however,  that  it  had  not 
yet  been  got  rid  of,  and  in  the  Estimates 
for  the  next  financial  year  a  sum  of  no  less 
than  £88,000  appeared  as  a  charge  upon 
the  public  funds,  to  make  good  the 
anticipated  loss  on  the  working  of  the 
Post  Office  Savings  Banks  alone.  It 
must  be  obvious  that  if  a  sum  of 
£5,000,000  was  to  be  withdrawn  from 
securities  which  yielded  2J  per  cent,  or 
3  per  cent.,  and  lent  to  local  authorities 
at  2\  per  cent,  or  less,  the  loss  to 
the  Savings  Bank  funds  would  be  very 
serious  indeed,  and  would  require  a  con- 
siderably larger  sum  to  be  placed  on  the 
Estimates  to  meet  it.  They  had  yet  to 
hear  the  views  of  the  Treasury  on  this  pro- 
posal, but  he  would  be  very  much  sur- 
prised if  they  regarded  it  with  favour.  He 
believed  that  those  who  made  the  proposal 
relied  upon  the  experience  of  a  similar 
plan  which  had  been  tried  in  Belgium. 
He  was  not  in  a  position  to  speak  of  the 
results  of  that  experiment,  but  looking 
at  the  present  condition  of  the  savings 
banks  in  this  country,  and  the  charges 
which  had  now  to  be  met  by  the  Ex- 
chequer in  respect  to  them,  he  was  some- 
what sceptical  as  to  the  practicability  of 
the  proposal  now  made.  Clause  2  oi  the 
Bill  proposed  to  extend  the  period  for 
which  money  might  be  borrowed  for  the 
purposes  of  the  Housing  of  the  Working- 
Classes  Acts  to  eighty  years.  As  to  that 
he  would  only  siiy  that  while  that  period 
might,  with  safety,  be  allowed  for  money 
borrowed  for  the  purchase  of  land,  he 
did  not  think  it  would  be  desirable  to 
extend  the  provision  to  buildings.  The 
third  clause  of  the  Bill  was  also  one 
which,  in  his  opinion,  would  require  very 
careful  consideration.  It  was  there 
proposed  that  money  borrowed  for  the 
purposes  of  the  Housing  of  the  Working- 
Classes  Acts — whether  borrowed  before 
or  after  the  passing  of  this  Act — should 
not  come  within  the  limitations  which 
were  placed  on  the  borrowing  powers 
of  local  authorities  by  the  Public  Health 
Act.  He  regarded  that  as  a  very  serious 
proposal  indeed.  The  debts  of  local 
authorities  in  Ireland  had  already  reached 
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a  very  high  amount,  in  proportion  to  the 
valuation  of  their  respective  areas.     He 
found  that — taking  municipal  boroughs 
and  all  urban  districts  in  Ireland  together 
— in  1907  the  total  valuation  of  those  dis- 
tricts was  returned  at  £4,421,020  ;  and 
the  total  indebtedness   was  £8,462,227. 
That  was  to  say,  the  total  indebtedness  of 
urban  committees  in  Ireland  was  nearly 
double  the  amount  of  the  valuation  ;  and 
it  would  be  a  very  serious  8t«p  to  remove 
all  restrictions  from  these  local  authorities 
in  respect  of  borrowing  powers  for  hous- 
ing purposes.      Hon.  Members  opposite 
took  up  a  very  exalted  attitude  on  the 
subject   of    borrowing   for   military  and 
naval  purposes.     They  had   heard  from 
those  benches  of  late  many  a  high  moral 
lecture  upon  the  enormities  of  the  late 
Government    because    they   carried   out 
large     permanent    defensive    works    by 
means  of   loans.     What  were  they  going 
to  say  about  this  proposal  ?     Was  it  more 
unprincipled   to   borrow   money   for  de- 
fensive purposes  than  to  contract  loans 
for    building    houses    for    the    working 
classes  ?     For  his   part,  he  thought   the 
powers  of   local  authorities  to  carry  out 
works  by  means  of  loans  needed  to  be 
controlled ;    and  he  was  not  disposed  to 
consent   to  the   sweeping   away  all  the 
checks    which    had     been    imposed    by 
Parliament  upon  the  borrowing  powers 
of    these    public    bodies.       The    House 
must     have    regard    for     the    interests 
of    the     ratepayers,    who    might     have 
absolutely    intolerable     burdens     placed 
upon   them  if    the   unrestricted   powers 
asked  for  were  granted   to  local   autho- 
rities.     One    of    the    most    interesting 
features  of  the  Bill  was  the  proposal  to 
create  a  Housing  Fund,  by  taking  a  sum 
of  £370,000  from  the  Irish  Suitors'  Fund, 
and  appropriating  £25,000  a  year  of  Crown 
revenues.  It  was  an  ingenious  proposal  and 
it  could  be  supported  by  the  attractive 
argument   that    Irish    money  should   be 
devoted   to   Irish  purposes,  and  for  the 
benefit  of  the  Irish  people.     It  was  im- 
possible not  to  feel  a  certain  amount  of 
sympathy  with  the  idea ;  but  again,  he  con- 
fessed that  he  awaited  with  considerable 
interest  the  views  of  the  Government.    It 
could  not  be  denied  that  if  by  means  of 
such  a  fund  local  authorities  were  assisted 
to  the  extent  of  25  per  cent,  of  the  annual 
charge  payable  upon  loans  contracted  by 
them  for  h<iusing  purposes,  the  work  of 
improving  the   dwellings   of   the  people 
would     be     very    materially    advanced. 


But  the  financial  questions  involved  in 
this  part  of  the  scheme  would,   even  if 
the  support  of  the  Government  could  be  ob- 
tained, make  it  necessary  that  very  cai-eful 
consideration  should  be  bestowed  upon  it. 
There  were  some  proposals  in    the  Bill 
which  could  only  be  given  effect  to  with 
safety    if    they    were    accompanied    by 
efficient    safeguards.       There    was,    for 
example,     the    power     given     to    local 
authorities   to   establish   lodging  houses 
outside    their    own    particular    district. 
He  was  aware  there  was  a  precedent  for 
that  section  in  the  Act  of   1900  which 
applied  to  England   and  Wales,  but   he 
ventured  to  think  it  would  be  necessary 
in  case  of  such  a  power   being  given  to 
urban  authorities  in  Ireland,  to  protect 
in  some  way   the   rights   of  the  people 
residing  in  the  districts  in  the  neighbour- 
hood    of    the    towns.       Without    some 
measure  of  protection,  it  might  be  possible 
for  a   town   council   to  plant  a  lodging 
house  or  a  block  of  working  class  tene- 
ments   in   the    midst    of    a    residential 
suburb — against     the     wishes     of     the 
residents,    and     to     the     detriment    of 
property  owners  in  the   neighbourhood. 
It  would  be  necessary  to  ^  ecure  that  such 
a  power  should  only  be  exercised  by  con- 
sent of  the  people  immediately  concerned. 
There   were  other  details    in    the   Bill 
which   were   open   to   criticism ;   but  he 
would  not  detain  the  House  further  with 
an  examination  of  those  points.    Ho  should 
vote  for  the  Second  Reading  of  the  Bill, 
but  would  reserve  to  himself  the  right  to 
support  such  amendments  in  Committee 
as  would  make  it  a  safe  and   workable 
measure  ;  and  one  that  would  confer  im- 
portant benefits  upon  the  working  classes 
of  Ireland  without  doing  injustice  to  any 
class  of  the  community. 

Mr.  THOMAS  O'DONXELL  (Kerry, 
W.)  said  he  was  glad  to  find  that  the 
hon.  Gentleman  who  had  just  sat  down 
intended  to  support  the  Second  Reading 
of  the  Bill.  His  hon.  friends  had  not  sug- 
gested that  the  Bill  was  not  to  bo  changed 
or  improved  upon  ;  they  were  satisfied  to 
have  the  Bill  thoroughly  discussed  in 
the  House,  believing  as  they  did  that  it 
was  intended  to  serve  a  gieat  object  in 
Ireland.  It  was  to  be  financed,  too,  solely 
by  Irish  money  without  the  British 
Treasury  being  called  upon  in  any  way 
for  assistance.  He  apprehended  that 
that  suggestion  would  receive  reasonable 
and   favourable   consideration   from   the 
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House.     He  did  not  know  whether  Irish 
Members  should  be  pleased  or  otherwise 
at    the    sparse     attendance.      He    him- 
self believed  that  it  portended  that  those 
who  were    absent    were    in  favour    of 
the  Bill,   and   that   when   it  came   into 
Committee  they  would  receive  the  support 
of  all  the  empty  benches  opposite.     The 
hon.  Member  for  Mid  Armagh  in  dealing 
with    certain    points    in   the   Bill,   had 
appeared   to  criticise    them   rather   ad- 
versely.    The   hon.    Member  was  some- 
what mistaken  in  a  few  instances.     He 
had  referred  to  the  power  in  this  Bill  for 
doing  away  with  the  present  limitations 
for  Iwrrowing,  and  had  pointed  out  that 
the  present  indebtedness  of  the  urban 
authorities  was   twice  the   valuation  of 
their  area.     He   wondered  if   the   hon. 
Gentleman   was  aware  that  the  law   at 
present  was  that  the  capital  indebtedness 
of  the  urban  authorities  could  not  exceed 
twice  their  valuation,   and  therefore  it 
was  impossible  that  the  indebtedness  of 
an  urban  authority  should  be  higher  than 
the  law  allowed.     Did  the  hon.  Member 
also  know  that  in  England  there  was  no 
such  restriction  1    So  far  as  that  matter 
was  concerned,  Irish  Members  would  be 
prepared  to  admit  that  they  were  more 
Conservative  than  this  Eadical  country, 
and  would  not  go  the  full  length  in  this 
matter.     The  one  part  of  the  Bill  which 
struck  him  as  most  interesting,  and  the 
one  part  that  should  strike  the  House 
and  commend  itself  to  its  approval  was  the 
financial   clause.     They  depended  solely 
on  Irish  money  to  finance  this  scheme. 
It  was  a  natural  and   reasonable  thing 
that  in  order  to  get  money  for  such  a 
matter  they   should   go   to  Irish  funds, 
and  he  did   not  think  any   Englishman 
could   object  to   their  using   their  own 
money  for  the  purposes  of  improving  the 
houses  of  their  own  people.     It  would  be 
admitted  that  the  condition  of  things  in 
regard  to  the  houses  in  the  towns  and 
cities  of  Ireland   was  really   deplorable. 
It    showed    that    Ireland    had    suflfered 
as   no   other  part   of   the    Empire    had 
suffered.     That   the   capital    of    Ireland 
should  have  houses  in  it   where  people 
were     herded     together     under     such 
conditions  as  had  been  stated  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  North  Dublin  was  a  thing 
all  must  deplore,  and  one  which  Irishmen 
at  all  events  should  endeavour  to  better. 
They   naturally   felt,  therefore,   that    a 
Bill    intended    to    remedy     that    state 
of    things    should     receive    the    kindly 
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consideration  of  the  House.  When  such 
unanimity  prevailed  among  Irishmen  of 
all  politics  and  all  creeds  on  such  a  sub- 
ject they  trusted  that  English  Members 
would  recognise  that  it  was  an  Irish 
Bill  supported  by  both  parties  from 
Ireland,  financed  by  Irish  money,  and 
that  it  should  be  passed  quickly  through 
the  House,  because  otherwise  a  strong 
argument  would  be  furnished  to  show 
that  the  British  House  of  Commons  was 
incapable  of  legislating  for  Ireland. 

Mr.  barbie  (Londonderry,  N.)  said 
he  was  happy  to  be  able  to  approach  this 
subject  as  absolutely  non-controversial, 
and  to  join  with  his  hon.  friends  below 
the  gangway  in  urging  the  claims 
of  the  scheme  upon  the  Grovemment. 
An  uncontestable  case  had  been  made  out 
for  some  measure  to  improve  the  houses  of 
the  working  classes  in  Ireland.  He  spoke 
from  the  point  of  view  of  one  who  had 
gone  through  municipal  life  and  who  knew 
the  need  there  was  for  improving  the  lot, 
not  particularly  of  the  artisan  but  of 
the  labourer  in  the  matter  of  housing. 
In  one  of  tho  towns  in  his  constituency  they 
were  able  to  carry  a  scheme  under  which 
they  hoped  to  build  these  houses,  but  the 
difficulties  which  beset  them  were  briefly 
that  they  found  that^  no  matter  how  care- 
fully the  plans  were  drawn  with  a  view 
to  economy,  they  could  not  run  the 
scheme  without  inflicting  a  burden  upon 
the  ratepayers.  As  had  been  rightly 
said,  there  had  in  recent  years  been  very 
special  burdens  resting  upon  ratepayers 
in  Ireland,  and  he  had  always  found  that 
while  he  could  carry  people  with  him  up 
to  the  point  of  being  m  favour  of  such  a 
scheme  as  this,  the  support  rapidly  fell 
away  when  it  was  found  that  a  substantial 
call  for  the  deficiency  which  any  scheme 
would  cause  would  be  made  upon  the 
ratepayers.  It  had  been  pointed  out  that 
the  average  rate  of  interest  charged 
upon  loans  for  the  purpose  had  been 
something  between  34  and  3|  per  cent, 
during  the  last  ten  years,  ana  that  the 
average  period  of  repayment  was  forty 
years.  It  had  also  been  pointed  out  that 
under  an  Act  of  a  few  years  ago,  the 
period  of  repayment  had  been  extended 
to  fifty  years,  but  very  few  loans 
had  been  sanctioned  by  the  Local 
Grovernment  Board  with  that  ex- 
tended period  for  repayment.  The 
question  briefly  presented  itself  to  him 
in  this  light,  that  there  was  a  deficiency 
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that  must  be  met  in  some  way,  and  he 
held  that,  if  only  on  sanitary  grounds,  it 
was  essential  that  they  should  look 
to  the  State  to  help  them.  What 
was  needed  from  the  Grovemment 
was  a  contribution  in  aid  to  enable 
local  authorities  to  tackle  this  ques- 
tion with  the  knowledge  that  the 
burden  put  upon  the  ratepayers  would 
not  be  unreasonably  large.  Their  diffi- 
culty was  that  they  could  not  possibly 
finance  these  schemes  on  sound  lines 
without  making  a  claim  upon  the  rate- 
payers, and  what  had  been  the 
result?  That  ordinary  property  owners 
were  not  anxious  to  cater  for  the 
labouring  classes,  and  he  would  like 
to  explain  that  by  labouring  classes 
he  was  not  referring  to  skilled  labourers 
and  artisans  in  steady  employment,  but 
to  what  they  had  in  sivch  abundance  in 
Ireland,  the  ordinary  day  or  weakly 
labourer,  earning  perhaps  in  the  cities 
from  15s.  to  20s ,  and  in  the  smaller 
towns  from  12s.  to  15s.  per  week.  He 
desired  to  acknowledge,  so  far  as  artisans 
were  concerned,  that  local  builders  had 
met  the  demand  adequately  in  all  the 
towns  with  which  he  was  acquainted, 
and  there  was  no  scarcity  in  his  own 
district  of  thoroughly  sanitary  houses  at 
rents  of  3s.  to  5s.  per  week ;  but  how  they 
could  expect  a  labourer  in  a  country 
district,  earning  12s.  to  15s.  a  week,  to 
pay  that  rent  was  a  conundrum  that  he 
must  leave  to  be  settled  by  those  who 
said  it  could  be  done.  They  had  found 
in  recent  years  a  desire  on  the  part  of 
the  artisans  to  get  into  better  dwellings, 
and  the  labouring  classes  had  had,  of 
course,  to  go  into  the  houses  thus 
vacated,  but  owing  to  the  low  rents 
secured  for  the  houses  left  by  the 
artisans,  they  had  not  been  kept  in 
that  state  of  repair  which  they  would  like 
to  see.  He  felt  that  in  this  matter  they 
had  not  been  very  favourably  considered 
hitherto  by  the  Government.  As  he  had 
said,  it  was  not  a  political  question.  It 
would  be  in  the  recollection  of  his  friends 
below  the  gangway  that  he,  in  common 
with  some  of  their  number,  had  put 
Question  after  Question  to  the  Treasury, 
first  with  a  view  to  granting  the 
loans  for  this  purpose  at  a  re- 
duced rate  of  interest.  That  rate 
last  year  was  3 J  per  cent.,  and  he 
hoped  at  the  conclusion  of  the  discus- 
sion they  would  receive  a  more  satisfac- 
tory, more  lengthy,  and  more  encouraging 


reply  than  the  usual "  No,  Sir  "  that  he  had 
received  in  answer  to  the  Questions  he  had 
put,  both  as  regards  the  rate  of  interest 
and  the  extension  of  the  period  of  repay- 
ment. He  was  aware  that  the  Chief 
Secretary  in  this  matter  would  again  be 
up  against  the  Treasury,  but  when 
all  political  parties  in  Ireland  were 
unanimous  in  urging  this  scheme  upon 
him,  he  might  perhaps  be  more 
successful.  The  case  presented  that 
day  must  be  on  its  merits  very 
much  stronger  than  coidd  possibly 
have  been  the  case  made  for  giving 
£20,000  for  a  harbour  recently  in 
Ireland,  where  the  free  revenue  of  the 
harbour  exceeded  £8,000  per  annum. 
In  this  case  they  were  only  asking  for  a 
grant-in-aid,  but  the  other  was  a  free  grant 
to  a  harbour  that  should  commercially  have 
been  able  to  finance  any  such  undertaking. 
They  must  not  forget  that  a  good  deal 
had  been  done  in  a  quiet  way  in  Ireland, 
but  he  wished  to  suggest  to  the  Chief 
Secretary  that  the  loss  on  schemes  already 
carried  out  by  the  county  boroughs  had 
necessarily  been  considerably  larger  than 
in  the  urban  areas  and  in  areas  not  suffi- 
ciently large  to  qualify  as  urban.  They 
found  that  in  county  boroughs  something 
like  12,500  people  had  been  re-housed 
under  the  old  Act,  and  the  annual  loss 
had  been  equal  to  17s.  per  head.  In  urban 
districts,  11,000  people  had  been  re- 
housed,and  the  annual  loss  was  only  8s.  2d. 
per  head  ;  and  the  Town  Commissioners 
Boards  had  re-housed  only  355  persons 
at  an  annual  loss  of  5s.  9d.  per  head. 
Those  figures  went  to  prove,  he  thought, 
that  the  cost  of  land  had  been  a  very 
serious  factor  in  regard  to  what  had 
happened  in  the  more  congested  districts. 
He  was  glad  to  hear  the  seconder  of  the 
Resolution  refer  to  what  had  been  done 
on  this  side  of  the  Channel,  and  he 
thought  those  who  had  taken  a  keen 
interest  in  this  subject  for  a  good 
many  years  would  be  the  first  to  acknow- 
ledge that  the  great  municipalities  in 
England  and  Scotland  had  fully  appreci- 
ated their  responsibility  in  the  matter. 
It  was  a  good  many  years  since  he  first 
inspected  the  model  dwellings  erected  by 
the  great  city  of  Liverpool,  and  he  thought 
the  statistics  quoted  that  afternoon 
went  far  to  prove  what  a  wonderful 
sanitary  effect  those  improved  model 
dwellings  had  had  on  the  lower  classes 
of  that  great  city.  Reference  had  also 
been  made   to  (jlasgow,    which  had,   at 
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great  cost,  rehoused  a  very  large  section 
of  its  population.  Power  was  taken 
under  the  Bill  to  depute  the  responsibility 
of  building  schemes  to  local  associations, 
but  he  had  no  faith  in  that.  He  believed 
that  all  such  responsibility  should 
be  discharged  by  a  popularly  elected 
body  directly  in  touch  with  the  scheme 
with  which  they  were  dealing.  He 
could  recall  that  in  Gldsgow,  after  a 
large  quantity  of  land  had  been  acquired, 
the  building  trade  did  not  see  their  way 
to  take  up  the  land  at  the  price  asked  by 
the  corporation,  and  the  corporation 
stepped  into  the  breach  and  built  the 
properties  in  such  a  way  that  he  thought 
the  statistics  quoted  that  afternoon  were 
the  best  proof  as  to  the  class  of  dwellings 
they  provided.  The  rate  quoted  as  to 
one  room  residences  was  still  not  as  low 
as  they  would  like  to  see  it,  but  it  was 
almost  40  per  cent,  lower  than  ten  years 
ago.  Another  great  remedial  agency 
which  had  been  at  work  in  recent  years, 
was  the  wonderful  expansion  of  electric 
trams.  In  Belfast  they  had  found  the 
operation  of  those  trams  in  inducing  the 
workpeople  to  go  and  live  in  the  suburbs 
was  having  a  most  encouraging  effect  on 
the  sanitation  of  the  city.  The  people 
were  induced  by  the  low  fares  to  go 
to  distances  previously  quite  impossible, 
and  they  were  able  to  secure  sanitary 
dwellings  at  lower  rents  than  they  could 
obtain  in  the  more  congested  central 
districts  of  the  city.  The  same  thing 
applied  to  all  the  cities,  even  including 
Dublin,  and  in  regard  to  Dublin  he 
admired  the  frankness  of  the  seconder  of 
the  motion  in  bringing  before  the  House 
the  startling  ratio  of  congestion  that 
still  prevailed  in  that  city.  To  him 
personally  it  was  a  matter  of  regret  that 
in  recent  years  the  corporation  of  Dublin  j 
did  not  seem  to  have  been  so  sincere  in  i 
improving  the  conditions  of  the  working  ' 
people  as  the  previous  corporation  was,  j 
and  he  thought  hon.  Members  below  the  | 
gangway  who  were  members  of  that  ' 
corporation  would  hardly  gainsay  that.  I 
They  knew  they  had  promoted  large  j 
schemes.  Under  one  Bill  before  the 
House  seven  or  eight  years  ago,  they  got 
permission  to  make  certain  purchases  of 
land,  and  those  seven  years  had  gone  by, 
and  not  one  brick  had  been  placed  upon 
another  on  that  land,  while  the  cost  of 
the  land  was  an  annual  burden  to  the 
ratepayers  of  the  city.  To  him  it  was 
a  matter  of  regret  that  there  had  not 
Mr,  Barrie. 


been  more  enterprise  on  behalf  of  the 
corporation.  Reference  was  made  to  the 
great  work  that  had  been  done  in 
Dublin  by  a  well  known  philanthropist 
already  mentioned,  and  he  thought  he 
had  set  a  most  worthy  example  to  the 
corporation  of  Dublin,  as  to  what  could 
be  done  in  the  way  of  improving  the 
habitations  of  the  working  people.  He 
gave  the  Bill  his  most  hearty  support, 
on  the  assumption  that  it  would  go  to 
Committee,  while  reserving  his  opinion 
on  some  of  its  clauses  with  regard 
to  which  he  did  not  see  exactly  eye 
to  eye  with  his  Nationalist  friends. 
He  was  not  quite  satisfied  with  the 
financial  proposals,  and  he  hoped  the  Gov- 
ernment would  be  able  to  suggest  others, 
a  little  less  startling  perhaps,  but  equally 
valuable  in  providing  the  funds  which 
undoubtedly  would  be  necessary  to  induce 
municipalities  to  move  forward.  What 
they  wanted  was  a  direct  grant  in  aid. 
They  did  not  want  it  to  be  ear-marked 
from  any  special  fund.  He  knew  of  no 
reason  why  they  should  not  expect  this 
grant  to  come  from  the  Treasury  in  the 
ordinary  way.  He  suggested  that  some 
compromise  of  the  kind  mentioned  by 
the  hon.  Member  for  North  Dublin, 
of  loans  at  2J  per  cent,  repayable 
under  the  Land  Act  term,  would  be 
reasonable  and  at  the  same  time  would 
substantially  help  the  municipalities. 
There  were  two  proposals  in  the  Bill 
to  which  he  desired  to  offer  the  most 
strenuous  opposition  in  Committee.  One 
was  practically  to  abolish  one  of  the 
stipulations  of  the  Local  Government  Act 
limiting  the  borrowing  powers  of  any 
municipality  in  ratio  to  its  annual  valua- 
tion. They  had  found  in  different  parts 
of  Ireland  that  municipalities  had  at 
times  a  weakness  for  outrunning  the 
constable  in  this  direction,  and  he  thought 
the  provisions  limiting  the  borrowing 
powers  of  municipalities  was  a  wholesome 
safeguard  that  should  not  lightly  be  laid 
aside.  The  other  proposal  to  which  he 
objected  was  the  power  to  re-borrow.  If 
a  loan  was  taken  for  sixty  years  and  the 
municipality  went  on  annually  paying 
the  instalments,  he  could  not  see  any  cir- 
cumstances that  would  justify  them  being 
empowered  to  re-borrow.  These  were 
not,  however,  vital  matters  and  he  hoped 
they  would  have  from  the  Government  a 
reply,  not  entirely  granting  their  de- 
mands, but  easing  the  way  for  munici- 
ities  in  all  parts  of  Ireland  to  meet 
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what  was  undoubtedly  a  very  necessary 
work,  a  work  which  was  of  value  apart 
from  the  number  of  individuals  that 
might  be  re-housed  annually,  and  which 
would  have  a  very  important  bearing  on 
the  problem  of  sanitation. 

♦xMr.  J.  P.  NANNETTI  (Dublin, 
College  Green)  said  he  regretted  very 
much  that  the  generous  speech  just 
delivered  should  have  been  marred  by  a 
veiled  attack  on  the  Dublin  Corporation. 
The  hon.  Member  had  charged  the  Dublin 
Corporation  with  not  having  done  all 
they  might  with  reference  to  providing 
housing  accommodation  for  the  citizens 
of  Dublin.  Perhaps,  before  he  had 
finished,  he  would  be  able  to  show  the 
House  that  the  Dublin  Corporation  had 
done  all  they  possibly  could  with  the 
limited  resources  at  their  disposal  Only 
last  year  they  introduced  a  Bill  to  try 
and  meet  the  difficulty,  but  unfortunately 
the  majority  of  the  citizens,  in  view  of 
the  heavy  impost  already  placed  upon 
them,  thought  it  was  not  advisable  to 
go  on  with  it.  They  were  also,  he 
believed,  actuated  by  the  thought  that 
the  Bill  for  the  better  housing  of  the 
people,  promised  in  the  King's  Speech, 
would  be  extended  to  Ireland.  They 
had  unfortunately  been  disillusioned. 
He  was  not  sorry  that  some  of  those  who 
voted  against  the  Corporation  Bill  had 
also  been  disillusioned.  They  had  been 
told  by  the  President  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  that  there  was  no  Housing 
Bill  to  be  introduced  for  Ireland. 
He  hoped,  however,  the  Bill  they  had 
to-day  brought  forward  and  which  in  a 
great  measure  covered  the  points  with 
which  the  people  in  Ireland  had  to  deal, 
80  far  as  the  housing  problem  was  con- 
cerned, would  meet  with  such  a  sym- 
pathetic reception  that,  if  the  Government 
could  not  go  all  the  way,  they  would  be 
able  to  meet  them  especially  with  refer- 
ence to  the  monetary  clauses  upon  which 
depended  whether  or  not  the  Bill 
was  ever  given  proper  effect.  He  was 
unable  until  the  hon.  Member  for  Mid 
Armagh  came  to  the  end  of  his  speech 
to  make  up  his  mind  which  way  the  hon. 
Member  was  going  to  vote.  He  devoted 
the  whole  of  his  speech  to  a  critical  ex- 
amination of  the  Bill ;  he  instanced 
what  had  been  done  in  Belfast,  leading 
them  to  believe  tiiat  because  Belfast  was 
in  the  happy  position  of  not  requiring  a 
Housing     Bill,    the     whole     of    Ireland 


should  be  neglected.  He  disputed 
that.  He  believed  there  was  no 
part  of  Ireland  in  which  the  hon.  Mem- 
oer's  speech  Would  be  read  with  more 
amazement  than  in  Belfast,  where  the 
people  agreed  with  the  promotion  of  the 
Bill  and  the  proper  housing  of  the  people 
of  the  whole  country.  When  the  hon. 
Member  came  to  the  end  of  his  speech 
and  he  found  he  was  going  to  vote  in 
favour  of  the  Bill,  it  reminded  him  of  the 
old  saying,  "  He  was  prepared  to  wound 
and  yet  afraid  to  strike." 

Mr.  LONSDALE  said  the  hon. 
Member  had  not  understood  him  correctly 
if  he  thought  he  said  Belfast  would  not 
require  a  housing  scheme.  What  he  did 
was  to  compare  the  conditions  which  pre- 
vailed in  Belfast  with  its  two-storied 
buildings  to  Dublin  with  its  large 
buildings. 

Mr.  J.  P.  NANNETTI  said  the  people 
in  Ireland  would  read  the  hon.  Member's 
speech  and  be  able  to  form  an  opinion  of 
what  he  meant.  He  certainly  had  the 
idea  that  while  he  was  supporting  the 
Bill  he  was  doing  all  he  could  to  destroy 
it.  He  wished  to  remind  the  hon. 
Member  that  Belfast  had  been  lucky 
enough  to  extend  its  boundaries,  and  the 
people  had  been  able  to  get  out  to  the 
added  areas.  That  was  denied  to  the 
people  of  Dublin.  One  of  the  purposes  of 
the  Bill  was  the  extension  of  areas,  and 
he  was  thoroughly  in  sympathy  with  it. 
At  present,  they  were  prevented  in  Dublin 
from  taking  accommodation  where  they 
could  get  it  at  Pembroke,  Rathmines, 
and  Kingstown.  The  Corporation  of 
Dublin  were  themselves  proprietors  of 
land  seven  miles  outside  the  city,  upon 
which  they  were  anxious  to  build  housing 
accommodation  for  the  people,  but  un- 
fortunately they  were  not  allowed  to  go 
there.  They  therefore  came  to  Parliament 
and  drew  attention  to  the  conditions 
under  which  the  people  were  cooped  up 
in  wretched  one-room  tenements,  and 
asked  for  the  opportunity  of  giving  them 
proper  breathing  space  They  asked 
that  the  people  should  be  able  to  get  out 
into  the  open  air.  The  labourer,  by  the 
precarious  nature  of  his  employment, 
could  not  afford  the  luxury  of  living  in 
these  country  places,  and  they  wanted 
him  to  be  able  to  get  proper  housing 
accommodation  in  the  city  of  Dublin. 
Perhaps  the  hon.  Member,  who  charged 
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the  Corporation  of  Dublin  with  not  doing 
their  duty  in  building  houses,  would  allow 
him  to  point  out  to  him  some  of  the  things 
done  by  the  Corporation.  He  would  ask 
the  House  to  bear  in  mind,  when  the 
charge  of  not  building  houses  was  levelled 
at  the  corporation,  whether  they,  if 
placed  in  the  position  of  the  corporation, 
would  go  on  building  at  the  terrible 
prices  he  would  mention.  The  corpora- 
tion had  endeavoured,  by  every  means  in 
their  power,  to  meet  this  pressing 
difficulty.  There  was  in  a  report 
issued  by  Sir  Charles  Cameron  in  1901, 
a  terrible  paragraph  which  he  would 
commend  to  the  House  in  view  of  the 
statement  of  the  hon.  Member  for  St. 
Albans  that  the  question  was  not  urgent, 
and  that  they  ought  to  wait  and  see  the 
provisions  of  the  promised  Housing  Bill  for 
England.  He  would  tell  the  hon.  Member 
that  they  were  the  better  judges  of  their 
own  business,  and  they  thought  they 
could  bring  in  a  Bill  and  appeal  to  the 
House  to  give  them  justice,  and  to  carry 
some  such  measure.  Sir  Charles  Cameron, 
dealing  with  over-crowding  in  Dublin, 
ftnd  speaking  of  the  housing  of  the  very 
poor,  said — 

"At  present  tlie  Association  for  the  Housing 
of  the  Very  Poor,  Ltd.,  own  houses  containing 
thirty-six  tenements.  The  houses  cost  £2,897, 
and  the  rents  vary  from  Is.  3d.  to  3s.  per 
week." 

He  forgot,  however,  to  mention  that  these 
were  for  the  very  poor,such  as  seamstresse?*, 
earning  very  small  money ;  and  that  that 
did  not  relieve  the  congestion  which 
it  was  the  interest  of  the  corporation  to 
try  and  accompli'«h.  Sir  Charles  Cameron, 
in  his  report,  said — 

"  In  1901,  there  were  59,263  families,  having 
on  the  average  four  to  six  members  in  each  ; 
21,70:/,  or  36  6  per  cent,  of  these  families  occu- 
pied each  only  one  room,  and  13,620,  or 23  ]er 
cent.,  occupied  each  two  rooms.  No  such 
state  of  thing}*,  or  anything  approaching  to  it, 
exists  in  any  other  town  in  the  united 
Kingtiom." 

He  appealed  to  any  hon.  Member 
whether  it  was  any  wonder  that  the  white 
scourge  should  prevail  in  Dublin  when 
they  considered  the  condition  of  these 
one-room  tenements.  The  Attorney- 
General  would  be  well  aware  of  what  he 
was  saying.  These  houses  were  the 
residences  of  the  old  Irish  nobility. 
There  were  ten  to  twelve  rooms  in  each 
of  them  and  in  each  room  there  was  living 
five  or  six  of  a  family — hi  '^  wjfe 
and   children.     These    h 

Mr,  J.  }\  Nanndii. 


miserable  tenements  with  one  w.c.  for  the 
lot.  He  asked  the  House  to  consider  the 
case  of  an  unfortunate  labourer.  He 
might  be  out  all  day  in  the  severity  of  a 
wet  September,  November,  or  December. 
He  went  home,  perhaps  with  a  terrible 
cold,  and  he  might  have  a  good  wife  and 
have  some  little  medicine  given  to  him, 
which  perhaps  would  savehim  some  serious 
sickness,  if  it  were  not  for  the  fact  that  he 
had  to  go  from  his  top  back  room  down 
to  the  yard,  and  thus  sowed  the  seeds  of 
consumption.  The  House  had  been  en- 
gaged in  considering  a  Bill  to  stop 
intemperance,  but  would  it  not  have  been 
much  better  to  have  commenced  with  the 
housing  question  and  have  given  working 
men  clean  houses  in  which  to  live  so  as 
to  induce  them  to  stay  away  from  the 
public-houses  ?  It  was  useless  to  talk  to 
the  unfortunate  working  man  housed  in 
a  top  back  room,  with  children  squall- 
ing and  crying,  and  to  deny  him 
the  opportunity  of  going  to  a 
clean  warm  house  where  he  could  spend 
an  hour  or  two.  He  did  not  advocate 
their  going  to  public  houses,  but  he  did 
urge  that,  before  attempting  to  bring  in 
drastic  measures  to  deprive  them  of  the 
little  luxuries  that  the  circumstances  of 
their  lives  at  present  permitted,  they 
should  deal  with  the  housing  question 
and  give  them  the  home  to  which  they 
were  entitled.  He  had  said  he  would 
allude  to  what  the  corporation  had  done, 
and  the  House  would  see  how  wrong  the 
hon.  Member  was  when  he  talked  about 
the  corporation  doing  nothing,  although 
they  had  not  done  all  they  wished 
to  do.  They  had  only  been  able  to 
build  to  house  something  like  1,042 
families.  At  Bow  Lane  they  had  built 
eighty  -  one  dwellings  for  the  labour- 
ing classes  at  rents  of  2s.  lOd.  per 
week.  What  was  the  cost  of  building 
tho«e  eighty-one  dwellings  ?  They  had  to 
acquire  a  site,  clear  away  whatever  was 
on  it,  and  then  erect  the  dwellings, 
and  the  cost  was  £13,000.  At  Black 
Hall  Place  they  had  built  eighty  dwell- 
ings costing  £13,000;  at  St.  Joseph's 
Place  eighty  dwellings  costing  £26,000 ; 
and  at  Bride's  Alley — one  of  the  greatest 
plague  spots  in  the  city — 138  dwellings 
costing  £91,000.  These  were  only  some 
of  the  housing  schemes  carried  out  by  the 
corporation.  Was  it  any  wonder  that  the 
corporation  having  done  so  much  they 
could  go  no  further  \  They  had  not  the 
power  to  erect  houses  to  replace  those 
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which  they  had  cleared  away  in  insan- 
itary areas,  and  the  result  was  that  a 
large  number  of  families  were  huddled 
together  in  miserable  tenements  which 
were  the  disgrace  of  the  city.  The 
corporation  were  alive  to  their  responsi- 
bilities, and  they  asked  the  House  to  give 
them  a  Bill,  the  various  clauses  of  which 
would  enable  them  to  go  on  with  the 
good  work  they  were  endeavouring  to  do, 
and  might  induce  private  capitalists 
and  others  to  build  houses  for  the  accom- 
modation of  the  working-classes.  Excep- 
tion had  been  taken  to  the  remission  of 
rates  for  ten  years.  The  hon.  Member 
for  St.  Albans  had  said  that  it  would 
be  a  burden  upon  the  existing  ratepayers. 
It  would  not,  because  they  were  not  get- 
ting any  rates  from  them  at  present,  and, 
if  they  waited  ten  years,  they  would 
create  ratepayers.  Even  supposing,  how- 
ever, it  was  a  loss,  the  ratepayers  ought  to 
be  willing  to  bear  a  little  increase  for  the 
purpose  of  the  better  housing  of  the 
people  and  the  better  sanitation  of  the 
city.  The  hon.  Member  had  alluded  to 
their  going  out  to  the  added  areas. 
Dublin  was  so  circumscribed  that  they 
had  not  the  accommodation  to  build  not 
lodging-houses,  but  suburban  villas  for 
the  skilled  artisan,  and  those  who  could 
afford  to  pay  for  them.  By  going  out 
and  erecting  dwellings  in  the  added  areas 
they  would  relieve  the  congestion  which 
existed  in  the  city,  and  he  could  not  for 
the  life  of  him  see  why  any  Member 
should  not  support  the  Irish  party  in 
their  endeavour.  The  hon.  Member  for 
the  City  of  London  had  taken  exception 
to  the  Bill,  but  he  had  often  heard  him 
more  strenuous  when  dealing  with  Irish 
matters.  He  could  not  help  thinking  that 
on  this  occasion  he  was  only  half-hearted 
and  that  his  opposition  was  not  of  a 
serious  character.  'J  hey  were  not  asking 
the  Imperial  Treasury  for  a  penny.  They 
were  merely  asking  that  their  own 
resources  and  funds  should  be  apportioned 
to  this  purpose,  though  it  was  the  State 
that  should  be  doin-^  it  and  paying  the 
expenses  if  necessary,  because  the  State 
Was  responsible  for  the  well-being  of  the 
community.  Ho  would  like  to  give  a  quota- 
tion for  the  benefit  of  the  hon.  Member 
for  Mid  Armagh,  who  he  understood 
was  a  member  of  the  Taxation  of  Ireland 
Committee.  His  former  leader.  Colonel  ; 
Saunderson,  whom  they  all  recognised  I 
as  an  honourablr)  opponent  and  an  Irish 
gentle.nan,  had  admitted  that  Ireland  was 


overtaxed.  If  they  had  been  overtaxed 
and  came  to  the  House  and  asked  for 
some  portion  of  the  money  which  it  was 
generally  admitted  Ireland  paid  over 
and  above  her  share,  they  should  not  be 
appealing^  to  deaf  ears.  The  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  now  had  the  means, 
whereby  this  money  could  be  got.  If 
the  Government  found  they  could  not 
take  advantage  of  the  clauses  in  the 
Bill,  be  fell  back  on  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  who  he  thought  couM  not 
be  opposed  to  the  financing  of  the 
scheme  even  out  of  the  British  Treasury 
or  from  the  over-taxation  which  waa 
unfortunately  still  levied  on  their 
country.  The  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer had  been  sympathetic  in  dealing 
with  the  question  of  over-taxation. 
Might  they  appeal  to  him  now  that  the 
question  came  before  them  on  a  problem 
which  was  so  acute,  which  was  ravishing 
the  best  youth  of  their  country,  which  was 
productive  of  nothing  but  sickness^ 
intemperance,  and  disease — was  it  too 
much  to  ask  the  Government,  if  they 
could  not  go  all  the  way  with  them  on 
this  Bill,  at  least  to  promise  to  finance 
the  Bill,  because  finance  and  finance 
alone  was  the  means  whereby  to  remedy 
the  grievance. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  (Clare, 
E.)  said  he  wished  to  say  a  few  words  on 
the  Bill  because  it  dealt  with  a  question 
which  very  many  years  ago  he  had  felt 
called  on  to  bring  under  the  attention  of  the 
Government,  when  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
men the  Member  for  Dover  was  Chief 
Secretary.  They  had  from  him  a  most 
sympathetic  assurance  on  the  subject, 
and  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  told  them 
the  Government  were  considering  the 
desirability  of  introducing  legislation 
similar  to  the  present  Bill.  When  the 
Member  for  Dover  ceased  to  be  Chief 
Secretary  and  Mr.  Bryce  occupied  the 
post,  he  was  also  asked  whether  anything 
was  to  be  done  in  order  that  proper 
dwellings  might  be  given  to  the  people 
of  the  towns  and  villages  of  Ireland. 
.Mr.  Bryce  also  gave  them  the  most 
sympathetic  reply  and  admitted  the 
necessity  for  something  being  done. 
After  he  went  away  Questions  were  put 
to  the  Attorney -General  for  Ireland — 
he  had  put  two  or  three  himself — and 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  ad- 
mitted more  than  once  that  this  was 
a    pressing   question   and  one   that   the 
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Government  agreed  should  be  dealt  with. 
He  had  always  understood  that  the  only 
difficulty  in  dealing  with  the  question 
was  the  matter  of  time.  This  Bill  was 
apparently  going  to  receive  the  support 
of  the  whole  of  the  Irish  representation, 
and  he  particularly  called  the  Chief 
Secretary's  attention  to  a  fact  which  he 
thought  was  very  significant,  that  the 
rejection  of  the  Bill,  whether  it  was  a 
«eriou8  matter  or  not,  was  moved  and 
seconded  by  two  English  Members. 
Not  a  single  member  representing  any  j 
Irish  constituency  could  be  found  to 
incur  the  responsibility  of  standing  up  j 
to  oppose  the  measure,  and  it  remained  for  \ 
the  hon.  Member  for  the  City  of  London 
to  deliver  one  of  those  speeches  which 
they  were  accustomed  to  hear  from  him  on 
the  subject.  He  thought  that  that  alone 
ought  to  convince  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man that  if  the  Government  would  take  up 
this  (question  they  need  fear  no  serious 
opposition  whatever.  The  hon.  Gentle- 
man who  had  last  spoken  with  so  much 
authority  in  reference  to  the  city  of 
Dublin,  and  who  was  for  some  years 
Lord  Mayor  of  Dublin,  had  said  what  was 
very  true  when  he  pointed  out  that  the 
interests  of  temperance  in  Ireland  were 
largely  concerned  in  this  matter.  He 
quite  agreed  with  him,  and  every  single 
person  who  was  interested  in  temperance 
legislation  in  Ireland  agreed  with  Lino, 
,  that  perhaps  no  more  could  be  done 
even  by  any  Act  of  Parliament  for  the 
promotion  of  temperance  than  by  pro 
viding  proper  homes  for  the  people. 
He  quite  agreed  that  no  matter  what 
legislation  was  passed  in  the  interests 
of  temperance,  nothing  could  possibly 
be  done  which  could  more  promote 
temperance  than  the  supply injg  of  the 
people  with  proper  homes.  This  was 
not  only  the  opinion  of  Nationalists, 
but  of  representatives  of  all  shades  of 
opinion  in  Ireland,  and  all  classes  and 
all  creeds.  In  this  matter  the  Chief 
Secretary  would  receive,  he  was  certain, 
the  enthusiastic  approval  and  support 
of  representative  men  in  Ireland  frori 
all  sections  of  the  country,  represent- 
ing all  political  feelings  and  all  creeds. 
There  was  surely  no  necessity  for  any 
Irish  Member  or  for  anybody  who 
Icnew  Ireland  to  impress  upon  the  Govern- 
ment the  urgency  of  this  matter.  They 
were  all  more  or  less  familiar  with 
the  unfortunate  position  occupied  by  the 
agricultural  labourers  in  Ireland,  but  he 
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had  seen  in  many  towns  greater  hard- 
ships endured  in  the  matter  of  housing 
by  the  aitisans  and  workers  than  he 
had  seen  in  the  country,  and  the  Chief 
Secretary  should  bear  in  mind  that  the 
class  for  whom  they  were  pleading 
had  been  somewhat  neglected  by  the 
House.  They  had  had  legislation  for 
the  farmers  and  for  agricultural  labourers, 
and  certainly  it  was  quite  time  that 
something  practical  should  be  done  in  the 
interests  of  the  masses  of  the  people.  He 
did  not  know  any  question  that  was  more 
urgent.  He  knew  absolutely  no  ques- 
tion on  which  there  was  such  unanimity 
of  feeling  in  Ireland,  and  he  appealed 
strongly  to  the  Chief  Secretary  to  make 
a  speech  which  would  give  great  hope  and 
encouragement  in  Ireland  and  show  that 
the  Government  were  alive  to  the  necea- 
sities  of  the  case.  The  hon.  Baronet  the 
Member  for  the  City  of  London,  in  one  of 
his  amusing  speeches,  had  gone  into  very 
minute  and  detailed  criticism  aa  to  the 
financial  proposals  of  the  Bill.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  might  deal  with  that  if 
he  thought  fit,  but  he  really  thought  on  a 
Second  Eeading  debate  there  was  no 
need  to  go  into  any  detailed  criticism  of 
the  financial  proposals.  What  they  had 
to  deal  with  was  the  great  central 
fact  that  in  the  towns  and  villages 
of  Ireland  people  were  scandalously 
housed,  and  everybody  agreed  that  some- 
thing should  be  done.  In  Committee 
upstairs  he  had  no  doubt  it  would  be 
perfectly  easy  so  to  arrange  the  financial 
proposals  of  the  Bill  that  they  might 
easily  be  put  into  operation.  If  the 
Government  were  not  prepared  to  accept 
the  special  proposals  made  in  the  Bill,  it 
was  the  duty  of  the  Government  to  sub- 
stitute other  proposals  for  them.  It  was 
an  extremely  hard  thing  for  a  party  com- 
posed entirely  of  private  and  unofficial 
members  to  set  up,  with  accuracy, 
machinery  in  a  Bill  of  this  kind.  They 
had  not  at  their  disposal  the  official  in- 
formation which  was  at  the  disposal  of 
the  Government.  They  were  not  hand 
in  hand  with  the  Treasury,  and  they 
could  only  do  their  best,  and  if  the 
funds  which  they  pointed  out  in  the 
Bill  were  not  considered  available,  surely 
it  was  possible  for  the  Government  to 
substitute  other  funds  for  them,  and  at 
any  rate  give  them  some  assurance  that 
the  Bill  would  be  passed.  In  passing  the 
Bill  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would  be 
doing  not  only  a  necessary  and  humane 
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work,  something  to  promote  the  interests 
of  temperance  about  which  this  Govern- 
ment seemed  so  anxious,  but  also  some- 
thing in  the  interests  of  the  general  peace 
and  tranquillity  of  the  country.  They 
often  heard  in  the  House  of  the  crime 
alleged  to  exist  in  Ireland.  They  knew  that 
those  statements  weregrossly  exaggerated, 
but  any  crime  that  existed  at  all  was  largely 
to  be  accounted  for-  by  the  miserable  dens 
in  which  the  people  lived.  He  would 
like  any  Member  of  the  House  to  be 
obliged  to  live  for  one  week  in  one  of 
those  wretched  one-room  tenements  in 
which  so  many  thousands  of  the  working 
people  in  Ireland  had  to  live,  and  then 
say  if  he  would  feel  surprised  that  people 
were  obliged  to  go  outside  at  night  to 
public  houses  and  perhaps  ^et  into 
surroundings  which  might  lead  them  into 
some  disturbance.  It  was,  after  all,  a 
hard  thing  to  realise  the  condition  of  the 
people.  The  hon.  Member  for  Colne 
Valley,  who,  the  other  day,  was  described 
as  the  only  Socialist  in  the  House,  had 
spoken  in  downright  terms  of  the 
wretchedness  and  misery  of  the  masses 
of  the  people  with  whom  he  came  in 
contact.  The  subject  seemed  to  arouse 
a  good  deal  of  resentment  in  certain 
quarters  of  the  House,  as  if  hon.  Members 
did  not  want  to  be  reminded  of  some  of 
the  realities  of  life,  but  he  had  often 
thought  it  would  be  far  better  for  all 
interests  and  all  parties  if  Members 
realised  more  clearly  the  utter  wretched- 
ness and  misery  that  existed  in  the  large 
centres  of  population  in  this  country  and 
in  Ireland.  The  misery  was  largely 
to  be  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that 
the  people  had  not  decent  places 
to  live  in.  No  man  could  be  expected  to 
be  a  good  citizen  and  to  give  his  best 
work  to  the  community  and  to  the 
country  unless  he  had  a  decent  habita- 
tion. He  appealed  to  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  to  recognise  the  extreme 
gravity  of  this  question  and  to  make 
a  speech  which  would  give  hope  and 
encouragement  to  the  hearts  of  the  masses 
of  the  people  in  the  towns  and  villages 
of  Ireland.  The  matter  was  above  and 
beyond  all  questions  of  party  politics. 
There  was  no  division  whatever  upon 
it ;  it  was  a  (juestion  atFecting  the  , 
best  interests,  the  lives,  and  the  happiness  j 
of  the  people,  and  ho  appealed  to  the  j 
Government  with  confidence  to  deal  j 
seriously  and  promptly  with  the  question.  | 
As  for  the  Member  for  the  City  of  London,  j 


he  did  not  believe  his  Amendment  was 
serious  or  that  he  would  carry  it  to 
a  division.  If  he  did  he  doubted  very 
much  if  he  would  get  even  a  dozen 
Members  above  the  gangway  to  go 
into  the  division  lobby  with  him  to 
say  they  were  opposed  to  a  measure 
for  the  better  housing  of  the  most 
miserable  and  poorest  class  of  the  people. 

Mr.  SLOAN  (Belfast,  S.)  said  he  wished 
to  occupy  the  time  of  the  House  for  a 
very  few  minutes  to  try  as  far  as  he 
could  to  convince  the  mover  and 
seconder  of  the  rejection  of  the  Bill 
of  the  utter  absurdity  of  their  position. 
On  that  side  of  the  House  they  were 
Unionists,  and  they  came  to  the  House 
of  Commons  to  meet  all  necessary  re- 
quirements of  Ireland  by  means  of  legis- 
lation. The  moment  they  came  without 
a  single  dissenting  voice,  without  a  single 
Irish  Member,  no  matter  what  place  he 
came  from  in  Ireland,  who  would  go  into 
the  lobby  and  vote  against  the  Bill,  they 
found  it  was  two  Unionist  Members  who 
said  that  a  united  Ireland  would  not  have 
their  support.  That  was  a  position  in 
which  they  could  hardly  defend  the 
Union.  He  could  have  understood  it 
coming  from  the  opposite  side.  He  would 
say  that  76  per  cent,  of  the  questions  affect- 
ing Ireland  ought  to  be  considered  quite 
apart  from  political  considerations.  Un- 
fortunately they  were  often  divided  on 
small  matters  to  the  detriment  of  a  full 
and  proper  consideration  of  larger  ques- 
tions. They  had  legislation  for  the 
tenant  farmer  and  agricultural  labourer. 
This  proposal  would  help  to  ^ve  a 
healthier  existence  to  the  artisans  m  the 
towns  and  add  to  their  physical  and 
moral  welfare.  He  hoped  the  Bill  would 
therefore  be  read  a  second  time 
and  revised  in  Committee  to  meet  the 
objections  that  had  been  raised.  It  had 
been  said  that  if  the  principles  of  the  Bill 
were  applied  to  Ireland  England  and  Scot- 
land would  ask  for  them  also.  That  to 
his  mind  was  a  strong  reason  why  the 
Bill  should  pass.  It  was  certain  that  if 
the  Bill  did  pass  Irishmen  would  help 
English  and  Scottish  Members  to  pass 
similar  measures  for  their  countries,  and 
they  did  not  care  whether  ihey  were 
introduced  by  the  Secretary  for  Scotland 
or  the  President  of  the  Local  Governu^ent 
Board.  The  hon.  Member  for  Mid 
Armagh  in  making  his  very  well-reasoned 
speech,  full  of  detail,  did   not   mean  to 
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imply  that  Belfast  did  not  require  better 
housing.  What  they  wanted  to  do  was 
to  try  and  prevent  disease  by  a  reform 
in  the  housing  law.  It  should  not  be 
overlooked  that  temperance  reform  would 
be  greatly  assisted  if  they  had  better 
housing.  Let  them  take  the  case  of  a 
working  man  earning  17s.  or  18s.  a  week 
and  living  in  one  room  with  perhaps  a  wife 
and  four  or  five  children.  The  man  had 
probably  been  working  all  day  in  an  atmo- 
sphere not  very  congenial,  and  was  it  to 
be  wondered  at  if  he  was  not  tempted  to 
remain  too  long  in  the  atmosphere  of  his 
own  family  under  such  circumstances  ? 
Both  from  an  Imperial  and  from  a  humane 
point  of  view  they  should  not  only  pass 
the  second  reading  of  this  Bill,  but  they 
should  try  to  make  a  good  Bill  out  of  it 
in  order  that  the  working  classes  might 
be  led  to  believe  that  after  all  the  House 
of  Commons  was  capable  of  legislating 
for  the  good  of  the  people  as  a  whole. 
This  was  a  subject  in  regard  to  which 
political  bias  should  not  be  allowed  to 
intervene  and  party  politics  should  be 
kept  out.  In  the  city  of  Belfast  better 
housing  was  required  just  as  much  as  in 
the  city  of  Dublin,  and  they  were  quite 
prepared  to  do  all  they  could  in  that 
direction.  He  was  sure  that  if  from  the 
Government  point  of  view  some  altera- 
tions in  the  Bill  were  necessary  none  of 
them  would  object.  He  appealed,  there- 
fore, to  those  on  his  own  side  to  let  them 
have  the  Bill  with  as  much  unanimity 
and  as  much  good  grace  as  possible. 

*Mr.  MACKAKNESS  (Berkshire,  New- 
bury) strongly  dissented  from  the  view 
which  had  been  expressed  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  North  Derry  that,  because 
the  Liberal  Benches  were  not  well  filled, 
therefore  members  of  that  Party  were 
unsympathetic  to  the  reform  aimed  at 
in  the  Bill.  That  was  the  exact 
opposite  of  the  truth.  The  best  way  of 
showing  approval  of  measures  in  that 
House  was  to  help  in  the  division 
lobby,  and  he  did  not  think,  when  they 
came  to  vote,  that  the  Liberal  Party 
would  be  found  lacking  in  their  support 
of  the  Bill.  It  would  be  a  very  curious 
thing  if  the  Liberal  Party  did  not  sup- 
port this  Bill,  because  it  was  based  much 
on  the  same  lines  and  framed  in  the  same 
spirit  as  the  Housing  of  the  Working 
Classes  Bill  introduced  in  that  House 
Mr,  Sloan. 


early  in  1906.  That  Bill  had  been 
made  part  of  the  Government  pro- 
gramme last  year,  and  it  was  one 
of  the  principal  measures  to  be  proceeded 
with  during  the  present  session.  He 
therefore  desire<l  to  assure  the  Irish 
Members  of  the  warmest  sympathy  for 
them  from  Liberal  Members  in  their 
efforts  to  pass  this  Bill  into  law,  since 
it  proceeded  upon  t>he  sound  principle 
that  housing  reform  was  a  great  public 
purpose,  of  so  much  moment  to  the 
Community  that  the  State  might,  and 
ought  to  be  asked  to,  step  in  and  help  it 
forward  by  financial  aid,  though  the  form 
in  which  that  aid  should  be  given 
was  well  worthy  of  discussion.  Although 
there  might  be  some  objection  to  the 
financial  proposals  in  the  Bill,  that  was 
no  reason  whatever  why  it  should  be 
rejected  upon  the  Second  Reading.  He 
hoped  that  the  House  would  approve 
of  the  Bill  and  let  it  go  to  Committee 
in  order  to  have  the  financial  and 
other  details  dealt  with. 


Mr.  GWYNN  (Galway)  said  it  was  no 
surprise  to  him  to  find  all  the  representa- 
tives from  Ireland  in  agreement  in  reeard 
to  this  measure.  If  a  Bill  like  this  wnich 
was  approved  of  by  all  sections  of  the 
Irish  Members,  by  the  Ijiberal  Party,  and 
by  the  Labour  Party  failed  to  pass  into 
law,  then  it  was  obvious  that  tnere  was 
an  irresistible  claim  made  out  against  the 
Union  from  an  Irish  point  of  view. 
Assuming  that  an  Irish  Parliament  ex- 
isted, then  this  Bill  would  be  passed  with 
the  general  assent  of  all  Irishmen.  He 
happened  to  represent  the  town  of  Gal- 
way, which  was  one  of  those  Irish  urban 
constituencies  where  at  the  present  time 
the  population  lived  in  squalor  in  houses 
which  were  once  solidly  built,  but  which 
had  now  been  turned  into  tenements 
under  miserable  conditions  and  were 
as  bad  as  could  be  found  anywhere  in  the 
country.  The  standard  of  living  had 
been  changed  and  improved  in  the 
countryside  in  Ireland  by  land  legisla- 
tion, but  nothing  had  been  done  for  the 
towns ;  they  appeared  to  have  been  left 
behind  in  the  political  movement.  The 
standard  of  living  in  the  towns  had  not 
been  raised,  and  the  object  of  thid  Bill 
was  to  raise  that  standard.  He  joined  in 
the  appeal  which  had  been  made  to  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  give  them  some  of 
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those  smaller  measures  like  the  one 
under  discussion,  which  were  so  urgently 
needed  in  Ireland. 

Mr.  guinness  (Bury  St.  Edmunds) 
expressed  sympathy  with  the  promoters 
of  the  Bill.  Everybody  who  had  seen 
the  appalling  overcrowding  and  disgust- 
ing surroundings  of  the  inhabitants  of 
large  towns  in  Ireland  must  see  the 
necessity  for  an  amendment  of  the 
housing  law.  He  thought  the  hon. 
Member  for  the  City  of  London  had 
spoken  without  that  knowledge  which 
Irish  Members  and  Irishmen  possessed  in 
regard  to  this  burning  question. 

SirF.  BANBURY  said  his  objection 
was  to  the  financial  proposals,  which  were 
unsound. 

Mr.  guinness  said  the  financial 
proposals  would  be  dealt  with  in  Com- 
mittee. Even  if  the  financial  proposals 
were  fallacious,  that  was  no  reason  why 
they  should  not  unanimously  support  the 
principle  that  better  housing  accommoda- 
tion in  Ireland  was  required.  The  great 
trouble  they  had  in  England  in  regard 
to  the  housing  problem  was  the  difficulty 
of  borrowing  money  cheaply,  but  in 
Ireland  that  difficulty  was  even  greater. 
He  believed  that  this  Bill  contained  the 
germ  of  proposals  which  might  remedy 
that  difficulty.  The  hon.  Member  for 
East  Clare  had  said  that  they  ought  not 
to  think  too  much  about  the  financial 
proposals  in  the  Bill.  All  he  wished  to 
say  upon  that  point  was  that  if  a  heavy 
burden  was  thrown  upon  the  ratepayers, 
there  would  be  a  reaction  which  would 
do  more  harm  than  the  Bill  would  do  good. 
The  most  inadvisable  proposal  he  had 
noticed  in  the  Bill  was  the  proposition 
to  extend  the  period  for  the  repayment 
of  loans  to  eighty  years.  No  doubt  the 
framers  of  the  Bill  had  put  that  in 
following  the  precedent  of  the  Act  of 
1903,  but  he  wished  to  remind  them  that 
the  Local  Government  Board  never 
allowed  a  period  of  eighty  years  for 
buildings.  They  had  in  certain  cases 
allowed  local  authorities  to  borrow  money 
repayable  in  eighty  years  for  land,  but 
that  proved  to  be  a  very  unnecessary 
complication  of  their  accounts,  and  it  had 
been  found  better  to  leave  the  period  of 
repayment  at  sixty  years.  He  therefore 
hoped  that  this  extension  would  not  be 


embodied,  because  he  felt  that  loans  for 
rural  housing  ought  to  be  repaid  in  at 
least  sixty  years.     If  eighty  years  was 
too  long  for  urban  houses,  surely  it  was 
far  too  long  a  period  for  rural  houses 
Another  important  point  which  had  been 
raised  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Derry  was 
the  power  of  undertaking  housing  schemes 
outside  the  district  of  the  local  authority. 
He  differed  with  his  hon.  friend  on  that 
point,  for  he  regarded  that  as  one  of  the 
most  valuable  provisions  of  the  Bill.     In 
crowded  urban  areas  it  was  impossible  to 
pull    down    dwellings     except     at     an 
enormous  expense,  and  local  authorities ' 
were    often    un>villing   to  make  closing 
orders  until  they  were  satisfied  that  the 
displaced  population  could  be  found  suit- 
able   accommodation    elsewhere.     Very 
often  the  only  way  to  provide  that  ac- 
commodation without  placing  an  undue 
burden  upon  the  rates  was  by  going  to 
some    undeveloped     district     connected 
with  the  town  by  means  of  trams  and 
other  means   of  transit.      The  London 
County  Council  and  the  old  Metropolitan 
Board  of  Works  had  spent  over  £800,000 
writing  down  the  value  of  areas  which 
had  been   cleared   for  rehousing.      One 
way  of  relieving  the  rates  was  to  sell  the 
cleared  land  in  the  towns  for  commercial 
purposes,   and  erect  dwellings    on    un- 
developed land  in  districts  that  were  con- 
nected with   the   towns    by    tramways. 
They    would    then    be    able    to    invest 
the  proceeds   in    providing    cheap    and 
healthy     dwellings     in     the     suburbs. 
As  to   Clause  11   which  proposed   that 
local   authorities  should   be  enabled   to 
remit  rates  for  a  period  not  exceeding 
ten  years  on  new  housing  accommodation, 
the    hon.    Member    for    North    Dublin 
had    stated    that     that    principle    was 
embodied  in  legislation  for  England.    He 
himself  was  fairly  conversant  with  the 
housing  Acts,  and  he  was  almost  certain 
that  there  was  no  provision  of  that  kind. 

Mr.  CLANCY  said  he  interrupted 
the  hon.  baronet  the  Member  for  the 
City  of  London  several  times  for  the 
purpose  of  correcting  statements  made 
by  him.  He  now  desired  to  modify 
what  he  stated  as  to  there  being  a 
precedent  for  the  remission  of  rates.  He 
was  alluding  to  Section  5  of  the  English 
Act,  and  what  it  did  was  to  enable  land 
to  be  let  on  lease  to  associations,  subject 
to  certain  modifications  with  respect  to 
rating. 
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Mr.  guinness  said  he  thought  the 
provision  in  this  Bill  was  rather  a 
dangerous  one,  because  certain  sections 
of  the  ratepayers  who  were  living  in 
insanitary  surroundings  and  paying  high 
rates  might  resent  having  to  pay  still 
higher  rates  to  make  cheaper  rents  for 
people  who  were  belter  housed  than 
themselves.  He  hoped  that  proposal 
would  be  considered  in  Committee.  He 
thought  there  was  no  greater  need  in 
Ireland  than  for  an  improvement  of 
the  sanitary  conditions  under  which 
the  people  lived.  If  the  House  would 
pass  this  Bill,  or  one  on  the  same 
fines,  enabling  local  authorities  to  have 
the  advantage  of  cheap  money  they  would 
do  a  very  great  work  for  the  contentment 
of  Ireland.  He  appealed  to  the  hon. 
baronet  the  Member  for  the  City  of 
London  not  to  press  the  Amendment. 


The  CHIEF  SECKETARY  for  IRE- 
LAND (Mr.  BiRRELL,  Bristol,  N.) :  I  am 
sure  that  the  House  will  rejoice  at  the 
speech  of  the  hon.  Member  who  has  just 
sat  down,  who  is  taking  an  hereditary 
interest  in  this  great  question.  I  hope 
that  for  many  years  the  House  will  enjoy 
the  valuable  assistance  of  the  growing 
knowledge  of  the  hon.  Member  upon 
these  questions.  It  would  be  an  insult 
to  my  intelligence,  which  is  no  great 
matter,  and  to  the  intelligence  of  the 
whole  House  to  suggest  that  it  would  be 
possible  to  refuse  a  Second  Reading  to 
a  measure  having  for  its  object  the  better 
housing  of  the  working  classes  in  Ireland 
which  has  received  such  a  happy  and 
such  an  unusual  amount  of  support  from 
all  quarters  of  the  House.  About  that 
I  imagine  there  will  be  no  difference  of 
opinion.  The  state  of  things  in  Ireland 
with  reference  to  overcrowding,  and  all 
its  terrible  conseciuences,  is  very  bad 
indeed.  I  am  not  going  to  rei>eat  the 
figures  which  were  given  by  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  for  North  Dublin.  He 
reminded  the  House  that  the  great  city 
of  Dublin  is  twice  as  bad  in  these  matters 
as  the  city  of  Glasgow.  Most  people  in 
England  and  Scotland  are  aware  that 
the  city  of  Glasgow,  energetic  and 
magnificent  as  have  been  the  eftbrts 
made  by  its  corporation,  has  long  enjoyed 
an  unenviable  reputation  in  this  matter ; 
but  I  do  not  think  it  has  yet  brought 
home  sufficiently  to  the  minds  of  the 
people  of  England  and  Scotland  that  the 
condition  of  things  in  the  city  of  Dublin 


in  this  matter  is  quite  as  bad.  Since 
the  census  of  1901  there  may  hare 
been  a  little  improvement,  bat 
there  cannot  have  been  very  much. 
The  figures  of  that  census  showed  there 
were  59,263  tenements  in  Dublin,  andtrf 
these  21,747  were  tenements  of  one  room 
each.  Such  a  proportion  la,  I  am 
sorry  to  say,  most  remarkable,  and 
entirely  without  parallel.  I  am  not  going 
to  add  to  the  volume  of  rhetoric  that  has 
been  expended  on  this  question.  M(»t 
of  us  know  of  the  terrible  consequences 
that  follow  from  such  a  state  of  congestion, 
and  nobody  can  wonder  that  people 
brought  up  in  it  are  sickly  and  unhealthy. 
Our  bounden  duty  is  surely  to  take  what- 
ever steps  we  can  to  remedy  such  a  state 
of  affairs.  I  came  into  the  House  yester- 
day just  before  dinner  in  an  exhausted 
state  after  an  unusually  prolonged  inter- 
view with  the  Trea-^ury,  and  I  found  the 
House  interested,  as  well  they  might  be, 
in  some  very  fine  dialectical  display  bet- 
ween the  Leader  of  the  Opposition  and 
my  right  hon.  friend,  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  War ;  and,  as  far  a«J  I  could 
understand  the  question,  the  Licader  of 
the  Opposition  was  putting  a  problem  of 
this  character:  Supposing  we  were  at 
war,  and  had  just  sent  out  an  expedition- 
ary force,  and  just  after  the  dispatch  of 
that  expeditionary  force,  which  deprived 
us  of  the  services  of  our  regular  soldiers, 
another  Power  perfectly  fresh,  and 
hitherto  inactive,  effected  a  landing  with 
100,000  men  upon  our  shores,  and, 
having  thereby  been  able  to  secure  a 
right  of  entry,  poured  in  large  numbers 
of  horse,  foot,  and  artillery,  at  a  time 
when  our  Territorial  Forces,  Militia  and 
Yeomanry,  constructed  on  a  Volunteer 
basis,  had  not  had  their  six  months' 
preliminary  training,  what  was  going  to 
happen  ?  I  am  not  under-rating  the  im- 
portance of  the  inquiry  which  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  was  making.  Neither 
I  nor  anybody  else  can  tell  him  what 
would  happen,  but  I  am  perfectly 
certain  that  everything  would  depend 
upon  the  pluck  and  the  condition  and  the 
character  of  the  inhabitants  of  these 
islands,  and  that  if  we  were  able  to 
respond  to  the  bidding,  the  exhortations, 
and  the  examples  of  twenty  or  thirty 
Gambettas  we  should  be  able,  in  these 
circumstances,  to  give  a  very  good 
account  of  ourselves.  But  surely  a 
far  more  important  question  Uian 
the      consideration     of    a     hypothesis 
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of  that  character,  though  I  do  not 
disparage  its  imp>rtaQce,  is  to  secure 
that  the  people  of  the  country  should  be 
in  such  a  state  of  health  and  animation 
as,  in  the  first  place,  to  be  worth  pre- 
serving, and  in  the  second  place,  of  being 
able  to  defend  themselves  against  the 
invaders.  I  dare  say  the  commercial 
gentlemen,  the  men  of  stocks  and  shares, 
scrip?  and  debentures,  would  be  in  some 
room  in  the  City  totting  up  the  amount 
of  indemnity  that  would  require  to  be 
paid  in  order  to  secure  our  release  from 
the  presence  of  the  invaders.  Money,  we 
know,  has  no  nationality.  It  would  be 
the  people  themselves  on  whom  we  should 
have  to  depend  for  our  defence,  and 
therefore  we  are  all  agreed  that  it  is  a 
preliminary  duty,  in  providing  for  a 
remote  contingency  of  that  kind,  to  see 
that  the  people  of  this  country  are 
brought  up  under  such  conditions  as  tx) 
make  them  capable  of  offering  a  stem 
defence.  I  am  happy  to  think  that  the 
people  will  fight  for  their  country,  though 
they  live  in  it  under  conditions  of  dirt, 
disease,  and  misery,  just  as  p3ople  are 
prepared  to  fight  for  a  liberty  which  they 
never  enjoyed,  and  for  a  religion  which 
they  do  not  understand.  All  those 
things  are  perfectly  true,  and  it  is  far 
better  that  defence  should  be  carried  on 
by  people  of  health,  streneth,  and 
character.  We  are  all  agreed  that  there 
is  no  more  important  question  than 
this  affecting  the  housing  of  our 
people,  concerned  as  it  is  with  their 
strength  and  character.  But  I  will 
pass  away  from  that ;  —  [Opposition 
cheers] — yes,  but  I  can  assure  hon. 
Gentlemen  that  I  take  no  pleasure  in 
addressing  them,  and  I  am  perfectly 
willing  to  pass  away  from  that  or  any 
other  subject,  but  it  is  altogether  im- 
possible to  dissociate  the  question  of 
housing  from  its  financial  aspect,  and  I 
agree  in  some  respects  with  the  hon. 
Baronet  the  Member  for  the  City  of 
London.  I  think  he  was  perfectly 
entitled  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
Hoase  to  the  financial  aspects  of  the 
question.  I  say  at  once  that  there  is  no 
use  in  this  House  expressing  the  sym- 
pathy which  I  know  is  generally  felt  with 
the  condition  of  things  in  Irish  towns 
and  villages  unless  it  is  willing  to  show 
that  sympathy  in  some  practical  form. 
We  may  talk  for  weeks  and  months  of 
the  evils  which  arise  from  overcrowding 


and  from  people  living  to  this  ter- 
rible extent  in  one-room  houses-- 
four,  five,  six,  and  sometimes  even 
seven  or  eight  in  one  room  —  bub 
there  is  no  use  in  sympathising  over  the 
overcipwding  in  tenements  unless  we  are 
able  to  put  forward  some  practical  sug- 
gestions for  dealing  with  it.  The  diffi- 
culty arises  in  Ireland  owing  to  the 
poverty  of  the  country.  The  poverty  of 
the  small  towns  is  undoubtedly  very  great. 
The  indebtedness  of  the  Irish  towns  is 
£8,806,476,  the  valuation  £4,465,808, 
and  the  borrowing  powers  of  the  towns 
is  limited  by  the  Public  Health  Act  to 
twice  the  assessable  valuation.  Therefore 
it  will  be  seen  that  these  towns  have 
already  borrowed  pretty  well  up  to  their 
legal  powers,  and  that  even  if  they  were 
given  power  to  increase  their  loans  they 
would  find  it  exceedingly  difficult  to 
obtain  other  similar  loans  which  are  un- 
doubtedly necessary  to  enable  them  to  put 
into  operation  the  statutory  powers  in 
regard  to  drainage  and  water  supply. 
You  are  dealing  with  towns  which  are 
already  mortgaged  up  to  the  hilt.  The 
rates  in  Irish  towns  are  already  oppres- 
sive. In  sixty-one  out  of  the  110  towns 
the  rates  are  over  63.  and  in  others  from 
6s.  to  10s.  in  the  £.  Therefore  it  is 
obvious,  as  everybody  will  see  at  once, 
that  there  is  not  much  use  hoping  to  ex- 
cite profound  interest  in  this  most  vital 
question  if  it  is  accompanied  by  an  assur- 
ance that  the  rates  ^vill  be  heavily  or 
largely  increased.  You  have  to  deal 
with  that  state  of  things.  How  are  you 
going  to  effect,  even  slowly  and  gradually, 
the  necessary  rebuilding  of  proper  and 
decent  tenements  1  You  cannot  divorce 
this  question  from  finance,  and  there  is 
no  use  coming  here  and  saying  that  you 
recognise  the  evil,  unless  you  are  prepared 
to  look  the  financial  problem  in  the  face 
and  see  how  it  is  to  be  done.  Therefore, 
I  quite  agree  with  the  hon.  Member  for 
the  City  of  London  that  the  financial  pro- 
posals of  this  or  any  other  Bill  have 
to  be  considered,  but  they  have  to  be 
considered  with  a  view  to  carrying  out 
the  reform.  Otherwise,  all  our  talk 
becomes  mere  empty  words,  without  force 
or  substance.  The  Bill,  apart  from  the 
financial  proposals,  contains  most  excellent 
provisions.  I  agree  with  the  hon. 
Member  for  Bury  St.  Edmunds  that  one 
or  two  of  them  require  close  examina- 
tion.     I  cannot  as   at   present  advised 
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boundaries,  it  always  having  been  thought 
that  no  really  successful  scheme  of 
bousing  could  be  carried  on  without  the 
areas  being  extended.  Irish  towns  have 
unfortunately  very  restricted  areas, 
although  some  have  areas  of  very  wide 
extent,  and  legislation  in  regard  to  these 
areas  was  recommended  as  urgent. 
Thirty  years  have  passed  and  nothing  has 
been  done,  and  the  conclusion  has  been 
forced  upon  me  that  there  are  enough 
areas  of  work  in  Ireland  for  Irish  purposes 
alone  to  occupy  the  attention  of  a  separate 
Parliament — I  do  not  say  whether  it  is 
made  up  of  Irishmen,  or  Esquimaux,  but 
of  those  who  would  have  time  to  devote 
themselves  to  the  consideration  of  Irish 
affiurs.  At  present  there  is  a  hopeless 
block,  but,  certainly  if  there  is  a  measure 
the  Government  might  have  been  ex- 
pected to  take  up,  it  is  such  a  one 
as  this.  I  am  only  too  conscious  of  my 
inability  to  do  so,  and  I  can  only  express 
my  thanks  to  the  two  hon.  Members 
opposite  for  having  introduced  this  Bill. 

Sir  F.  BANBURY  said  that  as  the 
Treasury  agreed  with  him  as  to  the 
financial  proposals  of  this  Bill,  he  did  not 
propose  to  put  the  House  to  the  trouble 
of  a  division,  and  would  allow  his  Amend- 
ment to  be  negatived. 

Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND  (Waterford) : 
Before  the  Amendment  is  actually  with- 
drawn I  wish  to  say  a  few  words.  I  am 
not  surprised  that  the  Chief  Secretary 
for  Ireland  felt  some  sense  of  shame  that 
this  is  not  a  Government  measure.  Years 
and  years  ago  the  right  hon.  Member  for 
Dover  promised  to  introduce  legislation 
on  this  matter,  and  Mr.  Bryce  gave  us 
the  same  promise,  although  they  always 
put  in  the  condition  "at  a  convenient 
time."  The  Chief  Secretary  does  not 
now,  of  course,  fully  accept  all  our 
proposals,  but  on  the  whole  I  am  dis- 
posed not  to  be  dissatisfied  with  the 
speech  which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
has  made.  The  difficulties  in  the  way 
of  dealing  with  this  question,  as  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  showed  with  perfect 
clearness,  is  the  fact  that  these  local  bodies 
in  Ireland  have  their  resources  so  mort- 
gaged and  have  to  borrow  at  so  high  a 
rate  of  interest  that  it  is  impossible  for 
them  to  deal  effectively  with  the  housing 
problem.  We  propose  to  deal  with  it 
by  enabling  them  to  get 

Mr.  Birrelk 


from  the  Post  Office  deposits.  We 
thought,  and  still  think,  that  that  was  a 
most  advisable  way  to  proceed,  but  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  speaking  for  the 
Treasury — and  I  may  say  in  parenthesis 
that  I  would  be  glad  if  he  spoke  oftener 
for  the  Treasury — says  that  our  scheme 
is  impossible,  that  they  cannot  agree  to 
it,  that  we  should  go  for  the  necessary 
funds  to  carry  out  the  housing  schemes 
to  the  ordinary  source,  the  Public  Works 
Loans  Commissioners  and  that  public 
bodies  must  get  their  money  at  the 
current  rate  of  interest,  which  we  are 
told  is  to  be  reduced.  But  if  the  rate 
of  interest  is  not  to  be  reduced, 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  says  that 
the  difficulty  may  be  met  by  a  grant- 
in-aid.  From  our  own  point  of  view 
it  does  not  matter  where  we  get  the 
money  so  long  as  we  get  it  cheap.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  proposes  that  we 
should  be  enabled  to  meet  any  deficit  by 
allowing  some  portion  of  the  liability  to 
remain  on  the  rates.  I  agree  that  the 
people  in  the  country  parts  of  Ireland 
have  shown,  and  still  show  their  willing- 
ness that  a  proportion  of  the  liability  for 
the  provision  of  houses  for  the  labouring 
classes  should  be  put  on  the  ratepayers, 
and  the  same  principle  ought  to  prevail 
in  towns  so  long  as  the  rate  of  interest  is 
not  prohibitive,  and  the  liability  is 
limited.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
also  says  that  the  liability  might 
be  further  met  by  the  income 
derived  from  the  Dormant  Suitors'  Fund. 
We  do  not  know  precisely  what  it 
amounts  it,  but  so  far  as  it  goes  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  has  announced  that  the 
Treasury  has  consented  to  handing  over 
the  income  from  that  fund  to  be  applied 
to  the  reducing  of  that  deficit.  But  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  says  that  even 
after  that  there  is  certain  to  be  some 
remaining  deficit,  and  I  understood  him 
to  say  that  he  and  the  Treasury  are  not 
indisposed  to  consider  in  a  sympathetic 
spirit  the  desirability  of  the  Treasury 
itself  coming  forward  to  meet  the  rest  of 
the  liability  on  the  deficit.  Now  if  that 
scheme  is  carried  out  I  honestly 
believe  that  we  shall  have  succeeded  in 
making  a  good  beginning  in  this 
business.  I  agree  we  cannot  expect 
to  look  too  far  ahead,  because  even  in 
two  years  the  constitution  and  the 
views  of  the  Treasury  may  be  changed. 
We  shall  feel  satisfied  if  we  have  set  this 
TWjhine  going,  and  the  deadlock  which  at 
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present  exists  is  removed,  and  this  blessed 
work  is  started.  If  the  scheme  which 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  suggests  becomes 
law,  then  I  believe  we  shall  have  succeeded 
in  setting  the  work  in  motion.  There- 
fore 1  am  not  disposed  to  be  dissatisfied 
with  the  speech  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man or  the  attitude  which  the  Treasury 
has  taken  up,  though  I  must  say  I  would 
prefer  the  wider  views  which  have  been 
put  forward.  There  is  just  this  I  should 
wish  to  say  before  I  sit  down  : 
this  is  an  urgent  matter  and  there  is 
no  reason  why  this  Bill  should  not  pass 
into  law  this  session.  There  may  be 
technical  difficulties,  I  have  not  looked 
into  the  matter  recently,  but  I  am  njot 
sure  how  far  it  is  possible  for  private 
Members  in  Committee  to  propose 
financial  clauses.  I  do  not  know  whether 
there  is  any  difficulty  from  the  point  of 
view  of  order.  I  mention  this  matter 
now,  because  if  such  difficulties  do  arise 
the  Government  ought  to  take  steps  to 
remedy  that  state  of  things  and  regularise 
the  proceedings  of  the  Committee.  It 
would  be  useless  for  our  Bill  to  go  to  a 
Committee  if  we  then  found  that 
it  could  not  be  passed  into  law  because  of 
some  technical  difficulty  of  that  kind. 
There  is  another  matter  in  reference  to 
the  Bill  passing  into  law  which  I  should 
like  to  mention.  It  may  be  necessary  for 
the  Government  to  give  it  facilities  when 
it  comes  back  to  this  House,  but  of  course 
that  is  a  somewhat  nominal  thing, 
because  when  this  Bill  has  passed  through 
a  Committee  with  universal  agreement, 
and  comes  back  to  this  House  with  these 
financial  clauses  limited  in  the  direction 
indicated  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman, 
then  I  am  sure  that  even  the  hon. 
Baronet  the  Member  for  the  City  of 
London,  will  not  be  disposed  to  kill  the 
Bill  simply  by  insisting  upon  prolonged 
discussion. 


Sir  F.  BANBURY :  I  cannot  say  until 
I  have  seen  the  Bill. 


Mk.  JOHN  REDMOND  :  I  am  sure 
from  the  hon.  Baronet's  attitude  this 
afternoon  that  he  will  not  do  that ;  but  I 
want  the  Bill  passed  this  session,  and  it 
is  possible  for  the  Government  to  see  that 
it  does  by  regularising  our  proceedings 
and  then  by  giving  the  time  necessary  for 
passing  it  through  all  its  stages.  If  they 
do     that     they     will     confer     a     great  I 


boon  upon  Ireland,  and  I  am  sure  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  will  feel  that  a  load 
of  obligation  has  been  lifted  off  his 
shoulders  and  those  of  the  Government. 
Under  these  circumstances  I  think  we 
have  every  reason  to  be  satisfied  wit]^  the 
debate. 

Mr.  BIRRELL  :  In  regard  to  the  re- 
quest of  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
I  will  communicate  his  views  to  the 
acting  Leader  of  the  House.  Of  course, 
I  am  not  in  a  position  to  give  a  promise 
of  that  kind. 

Mr.    JAMES    CAMPBELL   (Dublin 
University)  said  he  only  wished  to  inter- 
vene for  a  moment  to  get  an  explanation 
of  a  matter  in  which  he  thought  there 
was    some   diffbrence  of   view   between 
the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Water- 
ford  and  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  in 
expressing    the     determination    of    the 
Treasury.     It  would  be  a  great  misfor- 
tune   indeed  if,   in    connection  with   a 
movement  of    this    kind,   heartily   sup- 
ported as  it  was  from  all  sides  of  the 
House,  and  particularly  by  representsr 
tives  from  Ireland,  there  should  be  any 
misunderstanding  as  to  the  position  taken 
up    by    His    Majesty's    Government  in 
Ireland,  because  too  often   an  interpreta-  . 
tion  was  put  upon  speeches  made  by  right 
hon.  Gentlemen  who  had  to  look  after 
the  Treasury  as  well  as  their  own  particu- 
lar   Department,    and    afterwards     the 
suggestion  was  made  that  there  had  been 
some  breach  of  faith  on  the  part  of  the 
Government.     He  thought  they  should 
definitely  understand  what  was  said  on 
this  occasion.     He  did  not  understand 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  as  giving  the 
pledge  which    the  hon.  Gentleman  for 
VVaterford   said    he    thought   had  been 
riven.    Let  him  explain.     The  hon.  and 
learned  Member  said  that  he  understood 
the  speech   of  the  Chief    Secretary  as 
meaning  that  even   assuming    that    the 
Suitors   Fund    was    of    the     magnitude 
that     the     hon.     Member     for     North 
Dublin  in   his  able  speech   had  stated, 
and   that  there   was   a   certain   liability 
to  be  cast  upon  the   rates,  there  must 
necessarily  be  a  deficiency,  and  he  (Mr. 
Redmond)  understood  the  Chief  Secretary 
as  giving  a  pledge    that  that  would   be 
made  good  by  a  Treasury  grant. 

Mr,  JOHN  REDMOND  :  No ;  I  said 
that  I  understood  that  the  question  of 
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whether  the  Treasury  should  come  to  the 
aid  of  the  local  authorities  would  he 
sympathetically  considered  by  the 
Government  and  by  the  Treasury. 

Sik.  JAMES  CAMPBELh  said  ho 
thought  that  that  was  the  correct 
interpretation,  but  he  could  assure  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  that  ho 
did  use  language  which  conveyed  to 
them  in  that  part  of  the  House  that  ho 
understood  that  there  was  a  distinct 
promise  given  by  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man that  whatever  the  deficiency  was  it 
would  be  made  good  by  the  Treasury. 

Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND  :  No,  no. 

^  Mr.  JAMES  CAMPBELL,  continuing, 
said  that  if  the  understanding  was  that  it 
was  only  a  pious  hope  or  expression  of 
opinion  on  the  part  of  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  that  the  deficiency  would  be 
considered  by  the  Government,  he  thought 
that  was  correct,  and  he  only  rose  to 
prevent  any  misunderstanding  arising, 
Ijccause  it  would  be  a  pity  that  the 
success  of  this  movement,  happily  begun 
under  such  auspices,  should  become 
another  cause  of  allegation  against  His 
Majesty's  Government  of  ill-faith  towards 
the  Irish  people.  He  entirely  agreed  with 
what  had  fallen  from  the  Chief  Secretary, 
and  recognised  that  he  had  dealt  with 
the  matter  in  a  generous  and  liberal 
spirit. 


Mr.  T.  L.  CORBETT  (Down,  N.) 
thought  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for 
Waterford  was  a  little  unfair  in  claiming 
the  entire  credit  of  this  measure  for  his 
own  Party. 

Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND :  I  did  not 
claim  anything.     You  claim  everything. 

Mr.  T.  L.  CORBETT  claimed  that  his 
colleagues  from  Ulster  were  quite  as  keen 
for  a  measure  of  this  kind  as  the  Party 
of  the  hon.  and  learned  Member,  and  the 
latter  might  have  given  them  credit  for 
that  interest.  The  Chief  Secretary  for 
Ireland  had  stated  that  Irishmen  had  a 
certain  claim  at  all  events  when  they 
were  united  to  make  appeals  to  the 
Government,   hut  he   thought  that  the 
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right  hon.  Gentleman  and  the  Attorney- 
General  ought  to  limit  their  language  in 
future,  because  the  Attorney-(JeneraIhad 
described  his  fellow-countrymen  as  West 
African  savages,  and  the  Chief  Secretary 
for  Ireland  had  gone  a  little  further  and 
referred  to  them  as  Esquimaux. 

Mr.  BIRRELL:  I  did  not  call  them 
Esquimaux.  What  I  said  was  that  even 
a  separate  Parliament  of  Esquimaux 
might  be  very  profitably  employed  in 
dealing  with  Irish  affairs  for  six  years. 

Mr.  T.  L.  CORBETT  said  that  as  an 
Irish  Member  he  objected  to  the  term 
Esquimaux  being  applied  to  the  Irish 
nation.  That  was  a  picturesque  phrase 
which  might  suit  the  hterary  taste  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  but  neither  it  nor 
the  picturesque  language  of  the  Attorney- 
General  should  be  used  in  regard  to 
Ireland. 

The  attorney -general  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Cherry,  Liverpool,  Ex- 
change): I  can  assure  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man that  I  did  not  use  the  picturesque 
language  he  attributes  to  me.  I  never 
said  that  the  people  of  Ireland  were  West 
African  savageiJ. 

Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND :  WeaU  know 
that. 


Mr.  R.  DUNCAN  (Lanarkshire, 
Govan)  dissociated  himself  from  the 
attitude  of  the  hon.  Baronet  the  junior 
Member  for  the  City  of  London  towards 
this  Bill.  No  doubt  he  was  an  authority 
on  finance,  but  he  wished  the  hon. 
Baronet  would  show  some  greater  regard 
for  men,  women,  and  children,  and  less 
for  the  money  bags,  whether  of 
London,  Edinburgh,  or  Dublin.  The 
Irish  experience  in  this  matter  had  re- 
vealed a  sore  spot  in  the  national  life  of 
Ireland,  and  therefore  in  the  national  life 
of  the  United  Kingdom.  It  was  neces- 
sary to  devise  exceptional  legislation  for 
these  sore  spots  in  the  national  life  ;  and 
where  his  Party  differed  in  this  reispect 
from  their  Socialist  fellow  members  was 
in  thinking  that  these  were  only  excep- 
tional measures,  the  need  for  which  would 
pass  away,  and  Ireland  would  become  a 
\  credit  to  the  country,  being  restored  to 
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its  normal  health.  Long  might  the  dear 
little  shamrock,  the  symbol  of  three  in 
one  (he  used  the  figure  in  no  theological 
sense),  be  the  symbol  of  national  unity, 
and  then  they  could  go  on  wearing  the 
green  for  ever. 

Question  "  That  the  word  *  now  '  stand 
part  of  the  Question,"  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Main  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  committed 
to  a  Standing  Committee. 
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BREACHES  OF  BYELAWS  BILL. 
Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

Mr.  WEDGWOOD  (Newcastle-under 
Lyme),  in  moving  the  Second  Reading 
said  that  the  Bill  was  a  small  measure, 
designed  to  bring  up  the  practice 
of  all  benches  of  magistrates  to  the 
level  of  the  best.  Its  object  was 
to  compel  all  benches  of  magistrates 
to  give  time  for  the  payment  of  fines 
infiicted  for  breaches  of  bye-laws. 
At  present  the  best  benches  gave  time 
for  such  payment,  but  it  was  by  no 
means  universally  the  case.  In  answer 
to  a  Question  put  by  him  to  the  Home 
Secretary  on  February  12th,  it  was  stated 
that  10,000  persons  were  imprisoned  in 
P]n^land  and  Wales  during  1907  in  de- 
fault of  payment  of  fines  for  breaches  of 
bye-laws.  The  object  of  the  Bill  was 
to  reduce  the  number  so  committed.  It 
said  that  "  a  person  with  a  settled  place 
of  abode  shall  not  be  committed  to  prison 
in  default  of  payment  of  fines,  costs  and 
damages  in  respect  of  a  breach  of  bye- 
laws,  until  a  period  of  seven  days  or  such 
longer  period  as  the  Secretary  of  State 
may  prescribe,  except  the  Court  shall 
have  re.'isonable  cause  to  believe  that  the 
said  person  will  abscond  during  such 
I^eriod."  That  clause  provided  for  the 
case  of  the  vagabond  with  no  settled 
place  of  abode,  and  for  cases  where  the 
police  thought  the  person  would  abscond, 
but  it  compelled  all  benches  of  magis- 
trates in  other  cases  to  give  a  period  of 
time  for  payment  of  fees  as  was 
alrciidy  done  by  nine  out  of  every 
ten  benches  in  the  country.     The  result 


of  the  measure  would  be  that  the  prison 
population  would  be  diminished,  that 
fewer  people  would  take  a  first  step  in 
connection  with  prison  life,  and  that 
more  money  would  be  paid  as  fines  to  the 
public  revenue.  Lookea  at  from  the  point 
of  view  of  the  community  the  result  of 
the  Bill  must  be  good.  There  was  no 
legitimate  reason  why  the  measure  should 
be  confined  to  breaches  of  bye  laws.  It 
was  possible  in  regard  to  this  compulsorv 
giving  of  time  to  extend  it  afterwards 
to  all  fines  made  in  lieu  of  imprison- 
ment. This  Bill  was,  however,  at 
present  confined  to  bye  laws,  and  there 
was  a  second  clause  which  enabled  the 
Secretary  of  State  to  give  different  periods 
for  different  bye-laws  and  different 
localities.  The  one  argument  he  wished 
to  urge  in  favour  of  the  Bill  was  this. 
At  present  the  persons  who  had  to  go  to 
prison  in  default  of  the  payment  of  a  fine 
were  only  the  poorest  classes  of  the 
community.  An  ordinary  well-to-do 
person  convicted  of  breach  of  a  bye-law 
paid  his  fine  easily;  it  was  the  case  of 
a  poor  man  who  had  not  the  money 
at  hand  to  pay  the  fine  that  would 
be  affected  by  this  Bill.  If  he  were  given 
time  to  pay  he  would  need  a  week  or  a 
fortnight  to  get  the  money  together 
and  keep  himself  from  going  to  prison. 
He  was  quite  sure  that  the  House  if  it 
paid  any  attention  to  this  subject  would 
see  that  the  question  of  getting  poor  people 
to  pay  their  fines  instead  of  going  to  prison 
'  was  one  which  should  receive  its  unani- 
I  mous  support.  He  therefore  asked  the 
I  Government  to  let  them  have  an  oppor- 
I  tunity  of  going  to  a  Committee  with  the 
I  Bill  and  passing  it  into  law  this  session. 
!  He  begged  to  move. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time." 

Captain  CRAIG  (Down,  E.)  thought 
that  the  hon.  Member  who  had  introduced 
this  Bill  in  such  a  precise  manner  would 
bave  done  much  bettor  had  he  not  made 
use  of  one  expression  to  the  effect  that 
this  was  the  first  step,  and  that  he 
expected,  if  the  Bill  became  law, 
riteps  would  be  taken  to  carry  it  forward 
in  other  directions.  He  would  have  done 
better  if  he  had  said  that  the  Bill  was 
rin  innocuous  one,  and  had  appealed  to  the 
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House  to  allow  it  to  go  thiotigh,  becaose, 
after  all,  it  was  a  gmall  measare.  But  when 
the  hon.  Member  said  that  it  was  the  in 
trodoctioQ  of  the  thin  edge  of  the  wedge 
which  the  Radical  Party  intended  to  as< 
in  order  to  extend  its  provisions  to  al^ 
other  branches  of  the  law,  then  he 
thought  he  made  rather  a  mistake. 
Some  of  them  on  those  benches  might 
have  viewed  the  Bill  with  leniency  on 
account  of  it«  small  scope,  but  if  it  waf 
simply  a  stepping-stone  the  matter  wat 
diflterent  [Mr.  Wedgwcx>d  dissented/ 
It  was  all  very  well  for  the  hon.  Member 
to  shake  his  head  now.  It  was  easy  tc 
say  one  thing  one  moment  and  another 
the  next,  but  he  had  taken  the 
words  down,  and  that  was  what  they 
indicated  Besides  that  the  hon.  Member 
had  urged  the  Bill  as  a  measure  to 
equalise  justice  all  over  the  country. 
But  it  did  not  do  that,  because  the  hon. 
Member  had  deliberately  said  that  the 
Home  Secretary  might  prescribe  different 
rules  for  different  bye-laws  in  different 
parts  of  the  country.  In  other  words 
the  hon.  Gentleman  took  power  away 
from  the  magistrates  and  put  it  in 
the  hands  of  the  Home  Secretary,  who 
might  put  Yorkshire  in  a  different 
position  from  any  other  county.  In  Ire- 
land the  Chief  Secretary  might,  he 
supposed,  provide  one  condition  of  things 
for  Cork  and  another  for  Waterford,  and 
the  result  would  be  that  the  very  inequal- 
ity which  the  hon.  Member  complained 
of  in  the  exercise  of  the  discretion  of  the 
magistrates  as  to  whether  the  fine  should 
be  paid  in  Court  or  time  given  to  persons 
to  pay  it  would  be  perpetrated.  , 


And  it  being  Five  of 
debate  stood  adjourned. 


the  Clock,  the 


Debate 
next. 


to  be   resumed   upon   Friday 


I      Lords' Message  oonsiderBdafioordiiigly— 

Ordered,  That  a  Select  Committee  of 
Five  Members  be  ^^inted  to  jmn  with 
a  Committee  to  be  aj^ntnted  by  the 
Lfords,  as  menticmed  in  their  Lordships' 
Message  of  19th  Mareh,  to  eonnder  the 
Poisons  and  Pharmacy  KIl  [Lords]. 

The  Committee  was  aooordin^y 
nominated  of, — Mr.  AtheHey-Jones,  Mr. 
Godfrey  Baring,  Mr.  Idris,  Mr.  Vincent 
Kennedy,  and  Sir  John  Batty  Tuke. 

Ordered  that  the  Committee  have 
power  to  send  for  persons,  papers  and 
records. 

Ordered,  That  Three  be  the  qaoram. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  this 
House  do  meet  the  Lords  Committee  as 
proposed     by     their    Lordships. — {Mr. 

WTiiidey.) 

Message  to  the  Lords  to  acquaint  tiiem 

therewith. 


LOTTERIES  AND  ADVERTISEMKN TS. 
Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  that  a 
Select  Committee  of  five  Members  of  this 
House  be  appointed  to  join  with  a 
Committee  of  the  Lords  to  consider  and 
bquire  into  the  Law  (1)  as  to  lotteries, 
including  the  sale  of  lottery  bonds, 
competitions  for  prizes  which  involve  an 
element  of  chance,  and  advertisements 
relating  thereto;  *(2)  as  to  indecent 
literature  and  pictures,  and  advertise- 
ments relating  to  things  indecent  and 
immoral ;  and  to  report  what  amendments 
if  any,  in  the  Law  are  necessary  or 
desirable. — (Mr,  Whiieley.) 

Message  to  the  Lords  to  acquaint  them 
therewith. 

Whereupon   Mr.   Speaker  adjourned 
the  House  without  Question  put,  pursuant 


POISONS  AND  PHARMACY  BILL  [Lords]. 

Ordered,    That    the    Lords    Message    to  SUnding  Order  No.  3. 
[19  th  March]  relative  to  the  Poisons  and 
Pharmacy  Bill  [Lords]  be  now  considered. 

Captain  Craig. 


Adjourned  at  two  minates  after 
Five  o'clock  till  Monday  next. 
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H0USE0FL0RD8. 
Monday,  2^d  March,  1908. 


PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  acquainted 
the  House,  That  the  Clerk  of  the  Parlia- 
ments had  laid  upon  the  Table  the  Cer- 
tificate from  the  Examiners  that  the 
Standing  Orders  applicable  to  the  follow- 
ing Bill  have  been  complied  with  : — 
t  Tramways  Order  Confirmation  (No.   1) 

I    [H.L.] 

^       The  same  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 

^  Table. 

■»* 

g  South  Wales  Electrical  Power  Distri- 
1  bution  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Metropolitan  Electric 
I  Tramways  Bill  [h.l.].  Leave  given  to 
^  the  Select  Committee  not  to  sit  again 
•^  till  Wednesday  next. 

[§  Madras  Railway  Company  (Annuities) 
^g  Bill. — Read  3%  and  passed. 

^  Interoceanic  Railway  of  Mexico  Bill 
**  [h.l.]  ;  Briton  Ferry  Urban  District 
*^  Council  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Commercial  Union 
"3  Assurance  Company  Bill  [h.l.].  Read 
I  3'',  and  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Commons. 


PETITION. 


LAND  VALUES  ^SCOTLAND)  BILL. 
^        Petition    against :       of    Falkirk    and 
^^  District  Landlord's  Association  ;     read, 
rf  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 

TROPICAL  DISEASES  RESEARCH  FUND. 
Report  of  the  Advisory  Committee  for 
the    Tropical    Diseases    Research   Fund, 
for  the  year  1907. 

TRADE  REPORTS  :  ANNUAL  SERIES. 
No.  3964.  Netherlands  (Amsterdam). 

CONGESTION  IN  IRELAND. 
Tenth   Report  of  the   Commissioners, 
with  appendix  (minutes  of  evidence  taken 
in    counties    (Jalway    and    Roscommon 

VOL.  CLXXXVI.    [Fourth  Series.] 


from  the  18th  September  to  4th  October 
1907),  and  documents  relating  thereto. 

IRISH  LAND  PURCHASE  FINANCE. 

Report  of  the  Departmental  Com- 
mittee appointed  to  inquire  into  Irish 
Land  Purcha^  Finance  in  connection 
with  the  provision  of  funds  required  for 
the  purposes  of  the  Irish  Land  Act,  1903. 

POST  OFFICE. 
Agreement  for  an  exchange  of  money 
orders  between  the  Post  Office  of  the 
United  Kingdom  of  Oreat  Britain  and 
Ireland  and  the  Post  Office  of  the  German 
Empire,  dated  9th  January  1908,  8th 
February  1908. 

Presented  (by  Command),  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  Table. 

METROPOLITAN  CATTLE  MARKET. 

Account  of  moneys  received  and  paid 
by  the  Chamberlain  of  the  City  of  Lon- 
don for  the  year  1907,  also  an  account 
of  extraordinary  works  executed,  other 
than  general  repairs  for  the  same  period. 

GENERAL  MEDICAL  COUNCIL. 
Return  of  receipts  and  expenditure 
of  the  General  Medical  Council  and  of  the 
branch  councils,  abo  oi  receipts  and 
expenditure  of  the  Dental  Registration 
Fund,  for  the  year  ended  31st  December, 

1907. 

« 

Laid  before  the  House  (pursuant  to 
Act),  and  ordered  to  I'e  on  the  Table. 

POISONS  AND  PHARMACY  BILL  [h.l.] 
Message  from  the  Commons  to  acquaint 
this  House  that  they  have  appointed  a 
Committee  of  Five  Members  to  join  with 
the  Committee  appointed  by  this  House, 
as  mentioned  in  their  Lordships'  Message 
of  Thursday  last,  to  consider  the  Bill, 
and  they  have  ordered  that  their  Com- 
mittee do  meet  the  Lords'  Committee  in 
Committee  Room  A.  to-morrow  at  Three 
o'clock,  as  proposed  by  this  House.        ' 

LOTTERIES  AND  ADVERTISEMENTS. 
Message  from  the  Commons  that  they 
have  come  to  the  following  Resolution 
to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence 
of  this  House,  viz.,  that  it  is  expedient 
that  a  Select  Committee  of  Five  Members 
of  this  House  be  appointed  to  join  with 
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a  Committee  of  an  equal  number  of 
Lords  to  consider  and  inquire  into  the 
law :  (1)  As  to  lotteries,  including  the 
sale  of  lottery  bonds,  competitions  for 
prizes  which  involve  an  element  of  chance, 
and  advertisements  relating  thereto  ;  (2) 
As  to  indecent  literature  and  pictures 
and  advertisements  relating  to  things 
indecent  and  immoral ;  and  to  report 
what  Amendments,  if  any,  in  the  law 
are  necessary  or  desirable. 


NEW  BILL. 


LAND  AND  PROPERTY  TRANSFER  BILL 

[H.L.]. 

A  Bill  to  transfer  all  private  property 
to  a  Commission — Was  presented  by 
the  Lord  Wemyss  (J^.  Wemyss) ;  read 
1*,  and  to  be  printed.     (No.  34.) 


EX-SOLDIERS  AND  CIVIL  PENSION. 

♦The  Earl  op  ERROLL  rose  to  ask 
His  Majesty's  Government  whether  any 
steps  were  being  taken  to  give  effect  to 
the  recommendation  of  Sir  Edward 
Ward's  Committee,  viz.,  that  the  service 
of  ex-soldiers  employed  in  the  Civil 
Service  should  be  allowed  to  count 
towards  civil  pension.  The  noble  Earl 
said :  My  Lords,  the  object  of  the 
Question  which  stands  in  my  name  is  to 
call  attention  to  a  grievance  imder  which 
a  large  number  of  very  deserving  men 
are  at  present  sufiering,  and  to  express 
a  hope  that  the  Grovemment  may  see 
their  way  to  remedy  this  state  of  affairs, 
which  inflicts  considerable  injustice  on 
men  who  have  spent  many  of  the  best 
years  of  their  lives  in  the  service  of  the 
State.  I  cannot  do  better  than  read  to 
your  Lordships  one  or  two  extracts 
from  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on 
Civil  Employment  of  Ex-soldiers  and 
Sailors,  which  will  put  the  case  clearly 
before  your  Lordships,  and  show,  I 
hope,  how  injuriously  the  Regulations 
as  they  stand  act  on  the  interests  of 
ex-soldiers  and  sailors.  In  Paragraph 
43  the  Committee  say — 

"  At  present  ex-soldiers  and  sailors  who, 
having  been  discharged  from  the  Army  or 
Navy  without  pension,  subsequently  obtain  an 
established  position  in  the  Civil  Service,  are 
debarred  from  reckoning  any  of  their  military 
or  naval  service  for  pension  on  final  retirement. 


The  disadvantage  of  such  an  arrangement  to  the 
ex-soldier  and  sailor  can  best  be  Ulustrated  in 
the  following  manner,  viz.  : — *  A  *  joins  the 
Civil  Service  at  the  age  of  nineteen,  and '  B  '  join? 
the  Army  at  the  same  age,  and  obtains  on  his 
discharge  at  the  ag3  of  twenty-six,  a  Civil 
Service  appointment.  Both  men,  their  total 
service  beiilg  equal,  are  superannuated,  at  the 
age  of  sixty ;  'A,*  whose  service  has  been 
entirely  Civil,  receives  the  maximum  pension 
of  forty  -  sixtieths,  and  *  B,'  not  being 
able  to  count  his  military  service,  only 
thirty-four-sixtieths  of  his  salary.  In  point 
of  fact,  the  longer  th6  Army  service  the  greater 
will  be  the  disproportion  in  favour  of  the  civilian. 
Such  an  arrangement  as  this  is  in  our  opinion 
inequitable  and  rests  upon  a  purely  arbitrary 
basis,  for  Army  or  Navy  service,  with  its 
attendant  risks,  should  surely  be  regarded  as 
at  least  equivalent  in  its  pension-bearing  value 
to  Civil  Service ;  and  the  existence  of  a  rule 
which  declines  to  recognise  the  former  as  such 
is  not  unnaturally  viewed  by  those  concerned 
as  unjust." 

The  Committee  go  on  to  say  that  this 
principle  has  already  been  recognised  in 
some  cases.     They  state  that — 

"  An  amalgamation  of  Civil  and  Naval  Service 
for  civil  superannuation  is  admitted  in  the  case 
of  certain  shipwright  boys  who  engage  to  serve 
for  twelve  years  from  the  age  of  eighteen  in  the 
Fleet  and  are  then  transferred  to  the  Civil 
fistablishment  of  His  Majesty's  Dockyards, 
being  held  liable  to  sea  service  in  emergency 
up  to  the  age  of  fifty,  and  for  this  purpose  en- 
rolled in  the  Royal  Fleet  Reserve.  '  Sea  time  ' 
is  allowed  in  all  such  cases  to  reckon  for  civil 
superannuation.  Similar  provision  is  made  in 
regard  to  dockyard  riggers  and  seamen  in  yard 
craft  by  Order  in  Council  of  16th  April,  1861, 
and  the  Civil  servant  who  joins  the  Police 
carries  \vith  him  his  Civi!  Service  towards  pen- 
sions, under  the  Police  Act,  1890." 

Then  the  Committee  proceed — 

"  We  recommend  that  similar  treatment 
should  be  accorded  to  ex-soldiers  and  sailors 
who,  having  received  no  Army  or  Navy  pension, 
are  eventually  appointed  to  pensionable  pocds 
in  the  Civil  Service,  and  that,  if  there  is  not 
power  under  the  existing  law  to  carry  out  this 
recommendation,  early  steps  should  be  tak  n 
to  obtain  legislative  authority  to  remedy  this 
legitimate  grievance.'* 

The  Committee  call  attention  to  the  fact 
that  in  1891  the  Postmaster- Greneral, 
with  the  sanction  of  the  Treasury — 

*'  Made  a  regulation  that  telegraph  messengers 
in  order  to  be  come  postmen  should  first  serve 
for  five  years  with  the  colours.  At  the  age  of 
eighteen  they  were  to  be  encouraged  to  enlist, 
and  when  they  returned  to  the  Department  as 
postmen,  half  their  military  service  was  to 
count  as  Post  Office  service  for  the  purposes  of 
pay." 

I  regret  that  that  suggestion  was  never 
carried  out. 
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I  should  like  to  state  to  your  Lordships 
the  position  of  the  men  to  whose  case  I 
am  calling  attention.  The  maximum 
age  for  ex-soldiers  and  sailors  to  enter 
the  Civil  Service  is  forty-five.  There- 
fore, should  a  man  retire  at  sixty  years 
of  age,  he  would  be  allowed  to  count 
fifteen  years,  and  at  sixty-five  years  of 
age,  when  he  must  retire,  twenty  years 
service  for  Civil  Service  superannua- 
tion. Under  these  circumstances  it  is 
utterly  impossible  for  an  ex-soldier  or 
sailor  entering  the  Civil  Service  at  forty- 
five,  to  retire  with  more  than  one -half  of 
the  maximum  Civil  Service  pension. 

I  will  give  an  example.  Three  men 
join  the  public  services  at  the  age  of 
twenty  years.  A.  joins  the  Civil  Ser- 
vice, and  B.  and  C.  the  Army  or  Navy. 
B.  and  C.  on  leaving  the  Army  or  Navy 
also  receive  appointments  in  the  Civil 
Service.  The  maximum  salary  in  each 
case  is  £150  per  annum.  A.  on  attaining 
the  age  of  sixty  would  have  thus  com- 
pleted forty  years'  service,  which  would 
entitle  him  to  the  maximum  pension, 
viz.,  forty-sixtieths  of  his  salary,  which 
would  be  £100  per  annum.  B.  enters 
the  Civil  Service  at  the  age  of  thirty- 
seven  with  seventeen  years  service  with- 
out pension.  Should  the  whole  of  his 
military  service  be  allowed  to  reckon  as 
Civil  service  he  would  be  enabled  to 
retire  at  sixty  years  of  age  with  twenty- 
three  years  Civil  service,  plus  seventeen 
years  military  or  naval  service,  making 
the  maximum  pension  of  forty-sixtieths 
years  service,  which  would  also  amount 
to  £100  per  annum.  C.  (a  sergeant  or 
petty  officer)  enters  the  Civil  Service 
with  twenty-one  years  service  in  the 
Army  or  Navy  at  the  age  of  forty-one, 
with  a  pension  of  2s.  per  diem — or 
£36  lOs.  per  annum.  Therefore,  when 
he  reached  sixty  year  >  of  age  ha  would 
be  allowed  to  count  nineteen  years  for 
Gvil  Service  superannuation,  ^hich 
would  amount  to  £-47  lOs.  So  that  the 
pensioner  with  only  four  years  less  Civil 
Service  than  B.  would  receive  less  than 
half  the  Civil  Service  pension  awarded 
to  the  non-pensioner  ;  adding  his  mili- 
tary or  naval  pension  on  to  this  (viz., 
£36  10.)  it  would  amount  to  £84  per 
annum,  or  £16  per  annum  less  than  the 
non-pensioner.  Should  C  have  been 
pensioned  as   a  private  instead  of  as  a 


non-commissioned  or  petty  officer,  with 
say.  Is.  per  diem  pension,  his  military 
or  naval  pension  would  be  one -half  of 
the  amount  shown — viz.,  £18  5s.,  which, 
added  to  his  Civil  Service  pension  of 
£47  10s.,  would  amount  to  £65  15s.  per 
annum,  or  £34  5s.  less  than  the  civilian 
or  non-pensioner. 

1  base  my  argument  on  two  groimds— 
first,  on  the  ground  of  injustice  of  treat- 
ment, and,  secondly,  on  the  groimd  of 
policy.  It  seems  to  me  grossly  unfair 
that  one  man  should  receive  a  full  pension, 
whereas  another  man  doing  the  same 
work  should  be  given  a  reduced  pension. 
Both  men  are  serving  the  same  master — 
the  State.  No  opportunity  should  be 
lost  of  impressing  upon  men  wishing  to 
enlist  that  their  public  spirit  would  not 
prejudice  them  afterwards  when  they 
came  to  leave  the  Colours.  This  princi- 
ple has  been  conceded  in  the  case  of  the 
police.  A  Civil  servant  on  entering  the 
police  is  entitled  to  reckon  his  service  in 
both  capacities.  Yet  this  privilege  is 
denied  to  soldiers.  I  cannot  see  how 
this  can  be  justified,  especially  as  the 
man  in  the  Army  is  probably  serving 
under  much  worse  conditions  than  the 
other.  Again,  if  we  take  two  men  serv- 
ing in  civU  employment  I  think  we  should 
find  that  they  would  be  treated  on 
similar  lines  for  superannuation,  although 
one  of  them  had  been  transferred  to 
another  department.  This  view  was 
taken  by  Sir  Edward  Ward's  Committee, 
and  a  very  strong  recommendation  was 
embodied  in  their  Report. 

The  number  of  men  affected  in  the 
country  must  necessarily  be  very  large. 
From  one-third  to  one-half  of  the  dis- 
cipline staff  of  the  prisons  in  England 
consist  of  ex-soldiers,  their  number 
probably  amounting  to  something  lik3 
2,000,  and  I  am  informed  that  the  train- 
ing they  have  received  in  the  Army 
peculiarly  fits  them  for  this  work.  In 
the  convict  prison  at  Peterhead  there  are 
twenty-three  ex-soldiers  serving,  nineteen 
of  them  without  pension.  There  are  two 
typical  cases  I  should  like  to  mention.  A 
man  who  served  in  my  old  regiment,  the 
Royal  Horse  Guards,  writes  to  me  from 
Peterhead  Convict  Prison— 

*'  I  served  for  twelve  years  in  His  Majesty > 
Royal  Horse  (Jiiards,  under  your  Lordship^  Not 
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being  able  to  count  this  twelve  yean  for  pension 
I  cannot  obtain  any  more  than  thirty-sixtieths 
of  my  pay,  although  I  serve  until  I  reach  the 
age  limit,  sixty-five  years  of  age  ;  yet,  I  will 
have  served  the  State  for  forty-two  years.  Had 
this  been  entirely  Civil  Service  I  would  have 
been  able  to  retire  on  maximum  pension  after 
forty  years  service.  Thus,  because  I  give 
twelve  years  service  to  the  State  as  a  soldier, 
I  receive,  at  the  end  of  forty-two  years,  6s.  2d. 
per  week  less  pension  than  I  would  have  re- 
ceived for  forty  years  Civil  Service.  This  is 
neither  just  nor  reasonable  treatment  of  men 
who  have  worthily  served  their  country.** 

There  is  another  case  of  a  man  serving  in 
the  same  prison  who  is  the  son  of  a 
shepherd  on  my  property.  His  service 
in  the  Army,  it  is  true,  was  only  four 
years,  but  nearly  the  whole  of  that  time 
was  spent  on  active  service.  He  served 
all  tl^ough  the  South  African  War  in^ 
the  King's  Own  Borderers,  and  it  does 
seem  to  me  unfair  that  the  services  of  this 
man,  who  has  borne  the  hardships  and 
dangers  incidental  to  active  service, 
should  rank  lower  than  those  of  the 
civilian  who  all  that  time  was  at  home 
in  peace  and  comfort. 

The  advantage  to  the  State  of  men 

leaving  the  Army  in  a  contented  spirit, 

feeling  that  they  have  been  well  treated, 

is  of  the  utmost  importance.   Such  men 

are  the  very  best  recruiting  agents  you 

can  have  in  the  country.     On  the  other 

hand,  if  you  get  men  going  up  and  down 

the  country  airing  their  grievances  and 

warning  others  as  to  the  way  in  which 

they  have  been  treated,  many  most  de- 
sirable men  will  be  prevented  from  join- 
ing the  Colours.     Good  men  are  afraid  of 

prejudicing  their  chances  by  becoming 

soldiers  when  they  see  the  prospect  of 

earning  an  old-age  pension  for  themselves 

made,  if  not  impossible,  at  any  rate  much 

more  difficult  by  the  regulations.     It  is 

too  big  a  handicap  for  men  proposing  to 

become    soldiers    to    start    seven    years 

behind  their  civilian  brethren,  and  this 

goes  a  long  way  to  make  the  Army  un- 
popular with  the  best  class  of  men.     The 

fact  that  so  many  old  soldiers  find  their  j  has    completed    twelve    years    that    he 

wav    into    the    workhouse    is    a    strong  I  begins    to    reckon    his    service    toward:^ 

earning  a  pension.  After  he  has  served 
for  fourteen  years,  if  invalided,  he 
obtains  a  pension,  and  a  fter  eighteen 
years  if  discharged  ;  but,  in  the  ordinary 
course  of  events,  it  is  not  until  he  has 
served  for  twenty-one  yean  that  he 
earns   a   military  pension.    If  lie  goes 


well  worth  the  nation's  while  to  treat  the 
men  liberally.  On  these  grounds  I  ass 
the  Question  which  stands  in  my  name, 
and  I  would  iirge  that  effect  may  be  given 
to  the  recommendations  of  Sir  Bdwari 
Ward's  Committee. 

♦Lord  DENMAN  :  My  Lords,  my 
impression  when  I  saw  this  Question 
on  the  Notice  Paper  was  that  it  mainly 
affected  the  War  Office.  I  have,  however, 
been  informed  that  it  is  principally  the 
concern  of  the  Treasury,  and  therefore 
it  is  that,  on  behalf  of  that  Department, 
I  rise  to  reply  to  the  speech  of  the  noble 
and  g  >llant  Earl.  I  agree  with  him  that 
the  general  question  of  the  employment 
of  time-expired  soldiers  and  sailors  is  a 
very  important  one  in  its  bearing  on  the 
subject  of  recruiting  for  the  Army. 
For  myself,  on  the  few  occasions  before 
the  present  Grovernment  came  into 
office  that  I  ventured  to  address  the 
House,  I  always  urged  the  great  import- 
ance of  the  problem  of  recruiting,  and 
that  this  was  one  of  the  most  difficult 
questions  which  those  responsible  for 
our  Army  administration  were  called 
upon  to  face.  I  see  no  reason  to  change 
that  opinion  to-day ;  but  I  am  obliged 
to  differ  from  the  particular  suggestion 
which  the  noble  Earl  makes. 

In  the  first  place,  I  think  it  would  not 
be  difficult  to  show,  purely  on  grounds 
of  economy,  that  it  is  not  a  very  desirable 
proposition,  for  when  it  is  considered 
that  the  pension  list  on  the  Votes  amounts 
to  the  enormous  sum  of  over  £8,000,000 
per  annum  it  must  be  seen  that  the 
Treasury  would  naturally  object  to 
any  addition  being  made  to  that  already 
gigantic  figure.  But  there  are,  as  I 
hope  I  shall  be  able  to  show  the  House, 
other  and  stronger  objections  to  it. 
Let  us  consider  what  are  the  terms 
on  which  a  soldier  undertakes  to  serve 
the  ^tate.  He  engages  for  a  period  of 
twelve   vears.    It   is   not   till  after    he 


argument  that  we  should  do  all  we  can  ' 
to  induce  a  superior  class  to  enlist.  This 
I  think  we  shall  never  do  unless  we  can 
show  that  their  service  will  not  act  to 
their  detriment  when  they  return  to  civil 
life.  In  a  voluntary  Army  it  is  always 
difficult  to  get  recruits,  and  I  think  it  is 

The  Earl  of  Erroll 
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nto  the  Civil  Service  drawing  a  military- 
pension,  he  gets  his  pay  as  a  Civil  servant 
and  commences  to  qualify  towards  a 
Civil  Service  pension.  Therefore,  I  do 
not  think  it  can  be  contended  that  the 
State  does  not  keep  its  bargain  in  this 
respect  with  the  soldier. 


Civil  Pension, 


1002 


The  soldier  joins  knowing  that  after 
so  many  years  he  will  become  entitled 
to  a  pension.  He  prefers  to  enter  the 
Civil  Service  knowing  what  the  con- 
ditions and  terms  of  service  will  be, 
and  I  presume  that  it  is  for  reasons 
of  his  own  that  he  adopts  that  course. 
Surely  one  of  the  objects  of  giving  a 
military  pension  is  that  you  desire  to 
retain  your  best  men  with  the  Colours, 
and  if  you  offer  them  superior  induce- 
ments to  leave  the  Army  in  order  to  enter 
the  Civil  Service  you  may  then  run  the 
risk  of  taking  away  some  of  your  best 
men  from  the  Army,  which  I  contend  is 
undesirable  from  every  point  of  view. 
I  notice  that  in  the  Report  quoted  by 
the  noble  and  gallant  Earl,  Sir  Edward 
Ward  and  his  colleagues  lay  stress  upon 
compensating  the  soldier  for  the  risks 
he  has  to  undergo  in  the  exercise  of  his 
profession.  That  may  be  so ;  but  I 
have  yet  to  learn  that  the  average 
Englishman  of  from  eighteen  to  twenty- 
five  years,  which  is,  I  believe,  the  age 
at  which  recruits  join  the  Army,  will 
be  deterred  from  joining  by  the  risks 
he  will  naturally  have  to  run. 


The  Earl  of  ERROLL  : 
say  that. 


I  did  not 


♦Lord  DENMAN  :  The  noble  and 
gallant  Earl  did  not  say  so,  but  I  notice 
that  Sir  Edward  Ward  and  his  colleagues 
lay  stress  upon  that  point  in  their  Report. 
I  will  not,  however,  pursue  that  further. 
The  noble  Earl  placed  before  the  House 
one  or  two  cases  where  injustice  does 
arise.  I  would  like  to  put  a  case  also. 
I  will  take  the  case  of  two  men  who 
desire  to  enter  the  Ci\il  Service  at  the 
same  time.  One  of  them  passes  his 
examination  and  qualifies ;  the  other 
fails,  and  subsequently  enters  the  Army. 
I  maintain,  and  should  always  be  pre- 
pared to  argue,  that  of  the  two  the  soldier 
for  the  first  few  years,  at  any  rate,  leads 
a    very    much    pleasanter    life.     Thanks 


to  improvements  in  regard  to  pay  and 
rations,  and  the  reduction  of  hours  of 
sentry-go  and  of  unnecessary  fatigues — 
and  I  may  say  that  these  reductions 
are  due  to  the  energies  of  several  succes- 
sive Secretaries  of  State  for  War — the 
soldier  has  a  very  good  time  of  it  on 
the  whole.  The  average  Civil  servant 
for  the  first  few  years  is  bound  to 
spend  many  hours  in  what  would 
be  regarded  by  many  people  as 
drudgery.  Now,  let  us  suppose  that 
the  man  who  failed  to  get  into  the  Civil 
Service  and  had  entered  the  Army  left 
after  seven  years  and  obtained  an 
appointment  in  the  Civil  Service.  Al- 
though probably  a  much  improved  tnan 
owing  to  his  period  of  Army  service, 
nevertheless  he  could  not  be  as  expert 
as  the  Civil  servant  with  seven  years 
experience  behind  him  for  the  particular 
duties  which  a  Civil  servant  is  called 
upon  to  perform. 


The  Earl  op  ERROLL  : 
not  affect  prison  officials. 


That  would 


♦Lord  DENMAN:  I  am  afraid  I 
cannot  speak  with  any  authority  as 
regards  prison  officials,  because  I  am 
not  acquainted  with  their  terms  of 
service  or  the  duties  they  have  to  per- 
form. I  was  taking  rather  the  ordinary 
case.  If  the  noble  EarPs  proposal  were 
adopted  the  soldier  would,  as  regards 
pension,  be  able  to  qualify  on  exactly 
the  same  footing  as  the  Civil  servant. 
Of  course,  it  may  be  said  that  that  would 
remove  the  grievance  from  the  soldier's 
point  of  view,  but  I  contend  that  it  would 
create  a  very  real  grievance  from  the 
point  of  view  of  the  Civil  servant,  and 
I  am  sure  that  is  not  a  thing  which  my 
noble  friend  would  propose  to  do.  There 
is  another  objection,  and  it  is  this.  As 
many  ex-soldiers  and  ex-siilors  as  possible 
are  given  employment  by  the  State. 
They  are  necessarily  not  a  very  large 
number  in  comparison  with  the  number 
of  men  who  annually  leave  the  service 
and  go  into  the  Reserve,  because  that 
is  not  possible.  Therefore,  the  time- 
expired  soldier  and  sailor  who  obtain 
this  Civil  Service  employment  must  be 
regarded  as  fortunate.  If  you  increase 
the  value  of  these  already  desirable 
appointments  you  naturally  accentuate 
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the  hard  lot  of  those  retired  soldiers  who 
are  unable  to  obtain  suitable  employ- 
ment, or,  as  I  fear  is  frequently  the  case, 
employment  of  any  kind  whatever.  The 
noble  Earl  speaks  of  the  desirability  of 
men  leaving  the  service  in  a  contented 
spirit.  I  tUnk  the  suggestion  he  has  just 
made  would  act  in  an  exactly  contrary 
way. 

The  noble  Earl  also  touched  on  the 
case  of  certain  men  who  serve  in  the  Navy 
and  who  are  aUowed  to  reckon  some  of 
their  sea  service  towards  their  pension, 
and  he  argued,  I  understood,  that  this 
exception  should  be  made  the  general 
riJe.  This  may  appear  to  be  an  anomaly, 
but  it  is  not  so  in  fact.  The  shipwright 
apprentices  who  serve  in  the  Navy  are 
not  in  anything  but  name  engaged  in 
one  of  the  combatant  forces  ;  their  work 
is  of  a  civil  character  both  in  the  Navy 
and  in  the  dockyards.  Yard  craft  men 
are  seamen  during  their  civil  as  well  as 
their  naval  service.  That  explains  the 
apparent  anomaly  which  is  mentioned  in 
the  Report  of  the  Ward  Committee,  and 
has  been  alluded  to  this  afternoon  by  my 
noble  friend.  I  have  only  to  add  that 
the  late  Gk)vemment  were  approached  on 
several  occasions  with  a  view  to  adopting 
this  particular  proposal,  and  on  each 
occasion  they  negatived  it.  For  the 
reasons,  therefore,  that  I  have  given, 
I  do  not  think  you  can  possibly 
expect  Mr.  Asquith  to  look  upon  it  in 
any  favourable  light.  I  think,  how- 
ever, it  is  only  fair  to  my  right  hon. 
friend  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War, 
that  I  should  state  that  he  is  very  keenly 
alive  to  the  desirability  of  doing  every- 
thing in  his  power  to  obtain  employ- 
ment for  time-expired  soldiers.  With 
this  end  in  view,  I  understand  that 
the  War  Office  are  now  establishing 
courses  of  technical  training  in  order  the 
better  to  fit  these  men  for  civil  life  when 
they  leave  the  Colours  and  go  to  the 
Reserve.  I  also  understand  that  the 
Secretary  of  State  is  endeavouring  to 
enlist  the  help  of  the  County  Association 
in  obtaining  work  for  men  who  leave  the 
Colours  and  go  to  the  Reserve ;  and  I 
can  assure  the  House  that  any  practicable 
suggestions  which  may  be  put  forward 
from  any  quarter  will  at  all  times  receive 
his  earnest  attention  and  consideration. 

Lord  Denman. 


The  Earl  op  DONOUGHMORE: 
My  Lords,  I  know  that  an  important 
debate  on  another  subject  awaits  your 
Lordships,  and  therefore,  I  do  not  desire 
to  detain  the  House  for  more  than  two 
or  three  minutes  on  this  question.  The 
speech  of  the  noble  Lord  was  at  the  end 
sympathetic  towards  the  Army,  as,  of 
course,  any  speech  of  his  would  be, 
though  it  was  not  sympathetic  to  the 
object  which  my  noble  friend  behind 
me  had  in  view.  The  noble  Lard  re- 
minded us  that  the  late  Grovemment 
were  approached  on  this  subject  several 
times  and  my  recollection  corresponds 
with  his  statement ;  but  I  do  not  think 
that  that  is  any  reason  for  not  con- 
tinuing the  consideration  of  the  subject. 
I  confess  that  in  my  opinion  a  consider- 
able grievance  does  exist,  and  thire  is 
great  cause  for  its  existence.  I  was 
glad  that  the  noble  Lord  did  not  lay 
particular  stress  on  the  objection  of 
economy.  Of  course,  that  is  an  impor- 
tant consideration,  but  it  is  not  one 
which  the  noble  Lord  or  any  Member 
of  His  Majesty's  Government  would 
desire  to  push  too  far  ;  and  no  one  would 
suggest  that  if  they  have  a  grievance 
we  should  deny  justice  to  these  men 
simply  on  the  ground  of  economy.  The 
noble  Lord's  first  point  was  that  soldiers^ 
after  all,  did  this  with  their  eyes  open, 
and  had  no  grievance  because  they  under- 
stood the  conditions.  That  is  true, 
but  I  do  not  think  that  is  the  grievance. 
The  grievance,  as  I  \mderstand  it,  is 
that  these  twelve  years,  to  continue  the 
case  quoted  by  the  noble  Lord,  are  spent 
in  the  service  of  the  State,  but  are  not 
allowed  to  qualify  for  a  pension.  There 
are,  after  all,  a  great  many  cases  in  which 
it  could  be  easily  proved  that  it  is  the 
same  type  of  man  who  joins  the  Army 
and  who  joins  the  Civil  Service.  The 
noble  Lord  contended  that  the  soldier 
had  the  easier  time 

♦Lord  DENMAN:  During  the  first 
few  years  of  his  service. 

The  Earl  of  DONOUGHMORE: 
That  is  true  in  peace  time.  But  in  war 
time  I  think  it  can  be  argued  that  the 
soldier  is  doing  much  greater  service  for 
the  State.  Therefore,  I  think  if  any- 
body is  to  have  preferential  treatment 
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the  soldier  is  entitled  to  it,  but  all  that 
is  asked  for  is  that  all  persons  who  serve 
the  Crown  should  receive  equal  treat- 
ment. There  is  no  doubt  this  is  a 
grievance  which  is  felt  by  a  large  number 
of  people,  and  I  hope  that  pressure  will 
continue  to  be  placed  on  the  Treasury 
while  the  grievance  remains  unremoved. 


BUILDING  GRANTS  FOR  SCHOOLS. 
♦Lord  BARNARD  rose  to  call  attention 
to  the  policy  of  the  Board  of  Education 
with  regard  to  the  allocation  of  the 
£100,000  voted  by  Parliament  last  session 
for  building  new  schools,  and  with  regard 
to  other  matters  connected  with  recent 
educational  administration  ;  and  to  move 
for  Papers.  The  noble  Lord  said  :  My 
Lords,  I  trust  your  Lordships  will  not 
think  I  am  trespassing  unduly  upon 
your  time  by  asking  you  to  consider 
this  afternoon  some  very  important 
questions  affecting  the  Board  of  Educa- 
tion. As  your  Lordships  will  have 
observed  from  the  Notice  Paper,  I 
desire  particularly  to  draw  the  attention 
of  the  House  to  a  sum  of  £100,000  which 
was  appropriated  last  year  for  the  purpose 
of  grants  for  building  schools. 

The  circumstances  of  the  allocation 
of  that  money  were  discussed  on  several 
occasions,  both  in  the  other  House  of 
Parliament  and  in  your  Lordships'  House. 
I  do  not  know  how  other  Members  of 
this  House  may  look  at  the  question, 
but  I  confess  that,  in  spite  of  the  elaborate 
arguments  which  were  made  use  of  by 
those  who  defended  the  arrangement,  I 
for  one  am  at  the  present  moment  no 
more  convinced  of  the  propriety  of  such  a 
proceeding  than  I  was  when  the  subject 
was  first  brought  forward.  Whether 
that  be  so  or  not,  it  is  not  necessary  now 
to  go  into  the  Constitutional  question; 
but  I  think  it  is  very  desirable  that  this 
House  and  the  country  at  large  should 
take  stock  of  the  position,  if  I  may  so 
put  it,  having  regard  to  the  possible 
adoption  of  a  similar  proceeding  in  the 
course  of  the  financial  year  which  will 
very  shortly  begin.  I  am  led  to  entertain 
that  idea  by  the  words  in  the  Regulations 
issued  bj  the  Board  of  Education. 
Regulation  No.  8  concludes  as  follows — 

"  Nu  grant  will  be  paid  under  these  Regula- 
tions after  31st  March,  10()8,  unless  a  similar  grant 


is  sanctioned  by  Parliament  in  respect  of   th3 
financial  year  eiiding  31st  March,  1909." 

That  appears  to  contemplate  a  renewal 
ot  this  grant.  I  also  saw  repDrted  in  the 
Press  a  statement  made  by  the  Chairman 
of  the  Finance  Committee  of  one  of  the 
Webh  County  Councils — I  think  it  was 
Glamorganshire — that  they  had  better 
not  apply  for  grants  for  too  many  sohoDls 
in  this  year,  but  limit  their  demands  to  a 
cert:  in  number  with  a  view  to  ren3wing 
the  applications  in  respect  of  other 
achocls  in  following  years.  I  think, 
therefore,  we  may  take  it  for  granted 
that  there  is,  at  any  rate,  very  consider- 
able probability  of  some  proposal  of  this 
kind  being  again  brought  before  Parlia- 
ment in  the  coming  financial  year. 
I  ask,  therefore,  that  His  Majesty's 
Government  should  produce  papers  show- 
ing in  full  detail  the  principles  upon 
which  the  present  grant  has  been  expended 
and  the  schools  to  which  it  has  been 
aUocated.  I  ask  this  because  the  pro- 
ceedings in  Parliament  last  year  partook 
of  a  somewhat  mysterious  nature.  We 
never  could  ascertain  definitely  what  the 
object  of  this  grant  was  ;  all  that  could  be 
ascertained  was  that  the  grant  was 
intended  to  meet  certain  cases  of  tyranny 
— some  such  word  as  that  was  used  by  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Minister  for 
Education — ^in  certain  single  school  areas 
by  enabling  a  council  school  to  be  set  up 
where  a  certain  number  of  parents 
either  had,  or  pretenaed  they  had,  a 
religious  grievance 

I  should  like,  if  I  may  digress 
for  a  moment,  to  refer  to  the  religious 
grievance.  I  admit,  and  I  think 
all  your  Lordships  will  admit,  that 
the  question  of  single  school  areas  does 
present  difficulties,  but  many  advocates 
of  Church  schools  as  well  as  opponents 
have  expressed  their  willingness  to  con- 
sider, and,  if  possible,  devise,  some  means 
by  which  those  difficulties  may  be  re- 
moved. The  difficulty  is,  I  understand, 
that  parents  object  to  their  children  re- 
ceiving religious  instruction  of  a  certain 
character.  I  need  hardly  remark  that  in 
almost  all  cases  that  I  have  heard  of 
it  is  the  Nonconformist  who  objects 
to  his  child  receiving  Church  instruction. 
I  argue,  as  has  been  argued  again  and 
again,    that    the    law    has    provided    a^ 
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remedy  for  that  in  the  Conscience  Clause. 
I  know  the  answer  that  is  always  given 
to  that  argument.  It  it  is  this — Can 
you  expect  a  poor  child  to  have  the 
stigma  attached  to  it  of  not  doing  the 
same  as  the  other  children  in  the  school  ? 
There  might  be  something  in  that  in 
some  cases,  but  in  the  cases  for  which 
I  gather  this  grant  was  intended  the 
circumstances  are  entirely  different.  If, 
as  we  are  led  to  believe,  Nonconformity 
is  in  the  majority  in  most  districts  in 
Wales,  and  if  the  majority  of  the  children 
in  the  school  take  advantage  of  the 
Conscience  Clause,  the  stigma, if  any,  will 
be  on  the  child  that  remains  for  religious 
instruction.  Therefore  in  cases  where 
the  parents  of  the  majority  of  the  children 
desire  that  their  children  should  be 
withdrawn,  no  stigma  can  attach.  If, 
however,  they  are  in  a  small  minority,  I 
think  I  may  fairly  use  the  argument 
which  has  been  put  forward  on  recent 
occasions  by  His  Majesty's  Government 
to  the  effect  that  "minorities  must 
suffer,"  not  that  I  suggest  that  such 
an  argument  as  that  is  defen'^ible,  but 
at  the  same  time  the  difficulty  that 
has  to  be  met.  If,  however,  the 
political  Party  now  in  power  are  deter- 
mined that  no  one  should  suffer  for 
conscience  sake,  I  trust  they  will  see  fit 
to  recognise  that  amongst  their  opponents 
there  is  equally  strong  conscientious 
belief,  and  will  do  their  utmost,  in  any 
legislation  they  bring  forward  for  the 
reorganisation,  particularly  of  element- 
ary education,  to  respect  the  consciences 
of  those  who  are  opposed  to  them  equally 
with  those  of  their  supporters. 

Pardon  me  if  for  one  moment  I  ask  your 
attention  to  the  history  of  this  matter. 
Prior  to  the  Act  of  1870,  there  was,  as 
your  Lordships  know,  no  organised  State- 
administered  system  of  elementary  educa- 
tion in  this  coimtry.  At  the  same  time 
it  had  for  many  years  been  recognised  that 
educa*^ion  was,  in  the  interest  of  the  State, 
most  desirable,  and  consequently  Govern- 
ments were  in  the  habit,  prior  to  1870, 
of  gi\Hng  grants  to  encourage  and  stimu- 
late the  erection  of  elementary  schools 
in  localities  where  they  did  not  exist  but 
where  there  was  a  tendency  to  provide 
them.  After  the  Act  of  1870  it  was 
obvious  that  no  more  grants  could  be 
given  to  particular  localities,  because  if 

Lord  Barnard, 


that  were  done  it  would  be  aaaisting 
one  locality  at  the  expense  of  the  tax- 
payers at  large,  whilst  another  locality 
would  not  have  similar  assistance,  and 
would,  therefore,  be  at  a  disadvantage. 
I  think  that  history  of  the  case,  though 
it  was  brought  out  very  fairly  in  the 
course  of  the  discussion  in  the  House  of 
Commons,  is  not  sufficiently  recognised 
by  those  who  consider  this  question. 

Now  I  come  to  the  present  day.  The 
theory  that  it  is  not  desirable  to  give 
pubUc  money  to  one  school  area  in  pre- 
ference to  another  has  held  good  since 
1870.  It  has  only  been  broken  through 
by  the  present  Minister  for  Education, 
and  bio'ien  through  for  the  reasons  I 
have  already  stated.  The  Education 
Acts  provide  very  elaborate  guarantees 
and  safeguards  to  protect  the  ratepayers 
from  any  undue  waste  of  their  money 
by  the  erection  of  unnecessary  schools; 
and,  although  the  Regulations  to  which 
I  have  already  referred  provide  that  any 
building  grants  made  imder  this  Appro- 
priation Act  shall  be  governed  by  Sections 
8  and  9  of  the  Education  Act,  1902, 
the  information  at  my  disposal  goes  to 
show  that  the  safeguards  contained  in 
that  Act  in  regard  to  petitions  from 
parents  and  ratepayers  are  not  paid  very 
much  attention  to,  for  there  is  consider- 
able complaint  in  many  parishes  in  Wales 
that  petitions  have  received  no  considera- 
tion whatever.  There  has  been  com- 
plaint on  the  part  of  some  of  the  managers 
of  Church  schools  in  Wales  that  officials 
of  the  local  education  authorities  have 
been  to  London  and  have  had  private 
interviews  with  the  Minister  for  Educa- 
tion. Personally  I  cannot  see  that  there 
is  any  great  harm  in  that,  pro\ided  that 
the  same  facilities  are  afforded  to  those 
who  hold  opposite  views  and  that  the 
Minister  holds  the  balance  fair  between 
both  opposing  factions. 

I  do  not  know  whether  your  Lord- 
ships ^nll  agree  with  the  conclusion  at 
which  I  have  arrived,  but  it  seems  to  me 
that  this  grant  of  £100,000  is  nothing 
more  nor  less  than  placing  at  the  dis- 
posal of  a  Party  political  leader  a  sum 
of  public  money  to  be  used  by  him  at 
his  absolute  discretion  for  purely  Party 
political  purposes.  If  that  view  is  right, 
or     anything      approaching     ngjikt,     it 


1009  Building  Orants  {23  MARCH  1908} 


far  Schools. 


1010 


means  that  in  the  present  day  of  en- 
lightened thought  on  matters  of  public 
policy  there  is  a  grievous  return  to  the 
corrupt  and  unpatriotic  system  of  former 
times.  The  object  is  quite  obviously 
to  avoid  by  indirect  means  the  in- 
numerable restrictions  contained  in 
Acts  of  Parliament,  which  would  have 
prevented  the  Minister  for  Education 
from  granting  these  sums.  He  evidently 
recognised  that  there  was  no  possibility 
of  getting  round  the  Acts,  and  he  there 
fore  resorted  to  this  extremely  ingenious 
expedient.  I  cannot  refrain  from  ex- 
pressing my  admiration — though  at  the 
same  time  my  condemnation — of  the  in- 
genuity of  the  scheme  which  has  been 
devised.  The  way  in  which  the  grant  is 
allocated  is  one  of  the  things  nobody  has 
ever  been  able  to  find  out.  It  would  be 
of  very  great  interest,  and  perhaps  the 
noble  Earl,  in  the  course  of  his  reply,  may 
be  able  to  give  us  the  information,  to 
know  if  any  applications  have  been  re- 
ceived from  any  other  part  of  England 
and  Wales  except  the  Principality  and 
Monmouthshire  for  grants  out  of  this 
fund  ;  and  still  more  interesting  would 
it  be  to  know  if  any  applications  have 
been  received  from  Church  parents  where 
they  have  only  a  board  school  education 
provided  by  the  State  for  their  children. 

However  that  may  be,  there  is  one 
point  to  which  I  am  going  to  refer  with 
some  diffidence,  because  I  have  not  been 
able  to  satisfy  myself  as  to  the  exact 
position.  I  refer  to  the  question  of  the 
provisions  of  Section  18,  Sub-section 
(1),  Paragraph  (c),  of  the  Act  of  1902. 
Mr.  McKenna,  in  an  answer  he  gave  in 
another  place,  said  that,  in  making  any 
grants  for  the  purpose  of  new  schools  out 
of  this  particular  grant,  that  section 
would  be  complied  with.  I  would  ask 
your  Lordships  to  allow  me  to  quote  that 
section.     It  provides  that — 

"  The  local  efhicition  authority  shall  charge 
such  ])ortion  as  th^^y  think  fit,  not  being  less  than 
one-half  or  more  than  three- fourths,  of  any 
expenses  for  a  new  school  on  the  locality." 

The  regulations  show  that  the  local 
education  authority  is  the  party  to  apply 
for  the  grant,  not  the  parish  desiring  the 
school.  I  presume  that  a  grant  of,  say, 
£5,000  for  a  school  would  go  into  the  coimty 
fund.  If  that  is  so  I  cannot  understand 
how,  as  has  been  argued,  the  locality  is 


going  to  be  relieved  of  any  expenditure 
at  all.  Say  a  county  has  resolved  that 
one-fourth  of  the  expense  of  a  new 
school  should  be  charged  to  the  county, 
and  three-fourths  to  the  parish ;  if  the 
one-fourth  come  out  of  the  county 
fund,  which  has  had  the  subvention  of 
£5,000,  three-fourths  still  remain  to  be 
charged  on  the  parish.  We  want  more 
enlightenment  as  to  whether  these 
grants  do  go  into  the  county  fund,  or 
whether  they  are  earmarked  for  any 
particular  schools.  Without  such 
information  as  that  it  is  impossible 
to  judge  of  the  fairness  or  the  juitice 
with    which    the    grants    are    allocated. 

I  have  in  my  hand  the  names  of  a  large 
number  of  cases  of  schools  in  Wales  in 
which  more  or  less  of  a  grievance  is  felt 
in  consequence  of  the  proceedings  which 
have  been  taken  with  regard  to  this 
grant.  Whether  this  feeling  is  always 
justified  it  is  impossible  to  say,  probably 
in  some  cases  it  is  not,  but  it  is  a  hard- 
ship that  these  parishes  should  not  know 
the  circumstances  more  fully.  One  of 
the  clearer  cases  is  at  a  place  in  the  county 
of  Denbigh,  where  there  is  to  be  a  school 
for  500  children ;  the  Government  grant  is 
something  over  £2,000,  and  in  addition 
£1,900  has  to  be  provided  from  the  rates. 
So  although  this  grant  is  only  to  be  made 
to  meet  cases  of  special  tyranny,  your 
Lordships  will  see  that  the  ratepayers 
who  are  satisfied  with  the  existing  school 
are  also  to  be  asked  to  pay  for  the  school 
which  is  to  remove  the  special  tyranny. 
As  the  existing  schools  are  very  much 
overcrowded,  new  schools  would  in  any 
case  be  necessary.  If  so,  the  very  thing 
is  being  done  which  the  Act  of  1870,  and 
which  Mr.  McKenna  in  another  place, 
said  should  not  be  done,  namely,  to 
supply  the  deficiency  of  school  accom- 
modation out  of  this  special  grant.  In 
these  cases  the  ratepayers  have  sent  up 
petitions  and  are  very  much  aggrieved 
because  they  hear  nothing  as  to  what 
happens  to  those  petitions.  They  natu- 
rally imagine  that  they  are  ignored  and 
that  the  question  is  decided  without  any 
consideration  whatever  of  their  representa- 
tions in  opposition.  They  are  aware  that 
Sections  8  and  9  of  the  Act  of  1902  pro- 
vide that,  if  necessary,  local  inquiries 
must  be  held ;  all  they  know  is  that  no 
local    inquiry    i^    held,    and    that    their 
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representations,  so  far  as  they  can  see, 
receive  no  consideration.  As  a  rule 
these  ratepayers  represent  a  large 
majority.  In  four  or  five  or  these  cases 
in  Denbighshire  there  have  beeii  very 
serious  differences  for  some  time  past 
between  the  managers  and  the  local 
education  authority,  and  in  one  case  a 
Mr.  Davies,  a  solicitor,  who  took  a  very 
active  part  against  the  Church  people 


*The  lord  president  of  the 
COUNCIL  (The  Earl  of  Crewe)  :  Which 
parish  is   the  noble  Lord  referring  to? 

♦Lord  BARNARD  :  To  the  parish  of 
Bylchau.  All  the  letters  which  this 
parish  now  receives  from  the  Board  of 
Education  are  signed  by  this  very  gentle- 
man. Naturally  some  soreness  has 
arisen,  because  it  is  felt  that  it  is  possible 
that  Mr.  Davies,  who  was  formerly  a 
party  to  these  disputes,  is  now  the  judge 
in  regard  to  them.  I  merely  refer  to 
that  as  one  of  those  administrative  points 
which  I  think  are  worthy  of  the  considera- 
tion of  the  Board  of  Education.  I  will 
take  another  case.  In  the  county  of 
Flint,  in  July,  the  local  education 
authority  gave  notice  to  provide  ad- 
ditional school  accommodation  on  the 
ground  of  overcrowding.  The  notices 
were  published,  when  suddenly  they  were 
withcfrawn,  the  whole  procedure  altered, 
and  a  grant  made,  as  far  as  is  known,  out 
of  this  £100,000.  That  looks  like  another 
case  of  goftig  round  the  provisions  of  the 
Act  of  1870.  In  another  Flintshire 
parish  there  were  two  schools,  one  an 
imdenominational  school.  In  May,  1906, 
the  local  education  authority  decided  to 
build  a  new  school  to  take  the  place  of 
the  undenominational  one,  but,  in  spite  of 
that,  a  grant  of  £1,000  has  been  made. 
Moreover,  the  original  estimate  for  that 
school  was  only  £940 ;  therefore  they  are 
going  to  give  them,  apparently,  more 
money  than  is  actually  required. 

I  will  not  weary  your  Lordships  by 
going  through  any  more  of  these  cases. 
Let  me  refer  to  another  point  to  which 
I  wish  to  call  attention — the  frequency 
with  which  of  late  the  Department  has 
suddenly  and  unexpectedly  and  for  no 
reason  that  can  be  seen,  altered  its  deci- 
sion.  My  noble  friend  Lord  Dartmouth 
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brought  one  case  of  this  description— 
the  case  of  Royston  School  in  the  West 
Riding  of  Yorkshire — ^to  the  attention  of 
your  Lordships  last  summer,  where  up 
to  a  certain  point  it  was  quite  obvious 
that  the  Board  of  Education  were 
opposed  to  the  views  taken  by  the  local 
education  authority,  but  suddenly  and 
unexpectedly  an  entire  change  took 
place,  it  being  imagined  that  the  local 
education  authority  brought  influence  to 
bear  on  the  Minister  for  Education. 
There  was  another  exactly  similar  case 
in  a  district  in  Halifax ;  but  the  most 
notorious  case  of  all  is  the  case  of  Swan- 
sea, a  case  which  has  occupied  the  atten- 
tion for  a  long  time  past  of  all  those 
interested  in  elementary  education.  I 
do  not  propose  to  ask  your  Lordships  to 
consider  the  facts  of  that  case  at  present, 
but  it  is  another  instance  of  the  Board  of 
Education  suddenly  and  imexpectedly 
altering  its  decision. 

A  more  recent  case  is  that  of  another 
West  Riding  school,  at  Garforth,  which 
has  also  become  a  notorious  case.     The 
Board  of  Education  wrote  in  April,  1907, 
stating  that  they  saw  no  adequate  reason 
for  doing  what  the  local  education  autho- 
rity suggested  in  face  ot  the  opposition  of 
the    managers.   Further   correspondence 
took  place,  and  in  June  the  Board  wrote 
again  that  they  were  not  prepared  to 
alter  their  decision  ;    but  four  weeks  after 
that  came  a  further  letter  in  which  the 
Board  stated  that  they  had  reconsidered 
the   case   and   reversed   their   decision. 
The  learned  Judge  who  tried  that  case 
could  not  help  remarking  upon  this  very 
extraordinary  change,  and  he  drew  atten- 
tion to  the  fact  that  the  first  two  decisions 
were  obviously  those  of  the  permanent 
officials  and  the  last  that  of  the  President 
of  the  Board  overruling  them.  I  speak 
on  a  matter  of  this  kind  with  some  per- 
sonal feeling.     For  ten  years  I  was  myself 
engaged   in   a   Government  Department 
and  during  part  of  that  time  T  was  private 
secretary   to   the  chief.     Consequently! 
was  brought  into  contact  with  the  officiab 
of  a  great  number  of  other  Departments, 
and  I  am  prepared  to  say  that  the  Civil 
servants  of  the  Crown  cnu  be  exr.  1!  .i  hv 
no  body  of  men  in  this  couutTV  fii   rlvir 
devotion  to  duty  and  for  the  impartiality 
with  which  they  cany  <  tt  their  work,    l^ 
have  never  heard  of      case  in  which 
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permanent  Civil  servant  of  the  Crown  was 
accused  of  having  improperly  taken  sides 
for  political  or  other  reasons ;  and  if 
their  reputation  and  character  are  to  be 
maintained,  the  present  practice  which 
appears  to  have  crept  in  at  the  Board  of 
Education  ought  to  be  checked  at  all 
hazards.  Its  continuance  will  be  most 
disastrous  from  the  public  point  of  view. 
Before  I  leave  the  Garforth  case  there  is 
one  other  matter  to  which  I  should  like 
to  allude.  The  learned  Judge  who  tried 
that  case  said  that  neither  the  Board  of 
Education  nor  the  local  education  autho- 
rity are  entitled  to  say  that  because  they 
do  not  like  the  law  as  it  stands  they  will 
give  directions  which  will  frustrate  the 
objects  of  the  law.  That  is  a  principle 
to  which,  I  hope,  we  shall  all  adhere. 
The  Judge  doubted  if  a  Court  of  Law 
could  interfere,  but  he  added  that  if  the 
Board  of  Education  were  prepared  to  dis- 
regard the  law  the  responsibility  would 
rest  upon  them. 

Then  there  is  the  admimstration  of 
the  Charitable  Trusts  Acts.  What  are 
known  as  charitable  endowments  have 
always  been  peculiarly  favoured  by  law. 
The  Court  of  Chancery  has  always  taken 
them  under  its  jurisdiction  and  assisted 
them  in  every  conceivable  way.  But 
owing  to  the  fact  that  an  enormous 
number  of  these  charities  are  of  very 
small  annual  value,  it  became  obvious 
many  years  ago  that  proceedings  in 
Chancery  were  costly  and  likely  to  eat 
up  the  income  of  a  charity  for  many 
years  to  come.  Lord  Brougham,  about 
a  century  ago,  was  so  convinced  of  the 
necessity  of  reorganising  charitable 
trusts  and  preserving  them  for  the  bene- 
fit of  the  public  that  he  secured  the 
appointment  of  a  Commission;  the  final 
outcome  of  whose  labours  was  the 
Charitable  Trusts  Act  of  1853.  That 
Act  conferred  upon  the  body  of  Com- 
missioners appointed  under  it  very  con- 
siderable powers  of  administration,  but 
not  the  power  of  removing  trustees  and 
certainly  not  of  making  schemes.  But 
they  were  authorised  to  inquire  into 
charities  and  to  give  certificates  enabling 
trustees  to  go  to  the  Court  in  various 
cases.  That  body  was  to  consist  under 
the  Act  of  four  Commissioners,  two  of 
them  to  be  barristers  of  twelve  years' 
standing,  the  object,  of  course,  being  to 


ensure  that  the  Commissioners  should  be 
conversant  with  the  law.  The  third 
need  not  have  been  a  barrister.  They 
held  office  during  good  behaviour.  The 
fourth  was  a  sort  of  Parliamentary  Com* 
missioner,  and  he  was  the  only  repre- 
sentative the  Commissioners  had  in 
Parliament,  and  h^  held  office  during  His 
Majesty's  pleasure.  He  did  not  attend 
at  the  office  regularly,  the  other  three  to 
all  intents  and  purposes  constituting  the 
Board.  Two  of  the  first  three  Commis- 
sioners were  eminent  Chancery  practising 
barristers.  Those  provisions  remained 
in  force  until  the  time  when  the  powers 
under  the  Charitable  Trusts  Acts  were 
conferred  upon  the  Board  of  Education. 

The  President  of  the  Board  of  Educa- 
tion is  now  called  upon  to  exercise  powers 
which,  until  recently,  were  exercised  by 
a  body  consisting  principally  of  expert 
lawyers,  and  which,  up  to  half  a  century 
ago,  had  only  been  exercised  by  a 
Court  of  Equity.  I  should  have  thought 
that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would 
have  made  himself  familiar  with  those 
facts  and  would  have  considered  himself 
bound  to  continue  to  act  in  accordance 
with  the  doctrines  of  Courts  of  Equity^ 
but  there  are  cases  which  show  that  he 
is  not  bound  by  anything  of  the  kind.  I 
have  in  my  hand  an  extraordinary  case 
in  connection  with  which,  as  far  as  I  can 
judge  from  the  official  correspondence^ 
the  only  motive  that  he  appears  to  have 
had  in  his  mind  was  one  of  political 
expediency.  There  is  a  small  charity 
at  Narberth  in  the  county  of  Pembroke. 
It  was  founded  as  recently  as  1832  by 
a  Mr.  Devonald,  and  the  trustees^ 
finding  it  necessary  to  alter  the  trust, 
applied  to  the  Board.  A  new  scheme 
was  prepared,  and,  in  sending  it  down, 
the  Board  expressed  the  opinion  that 
they  had  no  option  but  to  maintain  it  as 
a  denominational  charity.  So  that  two 
years  ago  the  Board  of  Education,  as 
advised,  were  quite  sure  as  to  its  being  a 
Church  charity.  I  imagine  that  repre- 
sentations were  privately  made  to  the 
Board  of  Education,  with  the  result  that, 
in  November  last,  an  astounding  letter 
was  received  by  the  trustees  intimating 
that  the  Board  had  had  this  matter 
"  under  careful  consideration  in  connec- 
tion with  objections  they  had  received 
under  the  Charitable  Trusts  Act  and  with 
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said  they  must  adhere  to  their  decision — 
though  that  decision  had  never  before 
heen  given — to  require  a  space  of  twenty 
square  feet  per  child  playground.  That 
was  the  first  word  the  managers  had 
heard  about  the  playground.  These  plans 
had  been  definitely  passed  by  the  Board 
of  the  noble  Marquess  and  Sir  William 
Anson,  and  also  by  the  Board  of  Mr. 
Birrell ;  yet  not  one  syllable  had  been 
uttered  about  the  playground  accom- 
modation imtil  Mr.  McKenna,  in  May  last 
year,  sprung  this  drastic  demand  sud- 
denly upon  the  managers.  It  so  hap- 
pened that  generous  friends  of  the  school 
beyond  any  expectation  which  the  man- 
agers could  reasonably  have  entertained, 
were  so  stirred  by  Mr.  McKenna's  action 
that  they  found  £2,800  to  enlarge  the 
playground.  I  deny  that  Mr.  McKenna^s 
action  on  this  question  was  in  exact 
continuance  of  the  action  of  Sir  William 
Anson  and  Mr.  Birrell.  I  am  not  arguing 
that  Mr.  McKenna  may  not  have  been 
right.  Mr.  McKenna  may  have  acted 
rightly,  but  whether  his  action  was  right 
or  wrong  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
is  not  entitled  to  say  that  his  action 
accorded  with  that  of  his  predecessor 
in  oiSice. 

I  pass  to  the  subject  of  salaries,  which  is 
also  a  very  important  question  to  the 
Swansea  schools.  The  Minister  for  Edu- 
cation was  even  more  emphatic  as  to  his 
loyalty  to  the  administrative  principles 
of  his  predecessor  in  regard  to  the  ques- 
tion of  the  payment  of  equal  salaries  in 
council  and  volimtary  schools.  H  is  words 
were — 

**  Here  again  I  have  only  done  exactly  what 
my  predecessor  did.  There  has  l^een  no  change 
in  the  practice  of  the  Board  of  Education." 

That  is  a  very  broad  affirmation  to  make. 
The  facts  are  these.  It  so  happens  that 
the  appeal  on  the  question  of  salaries 
was  only  sent  up  to  the  Board  of  Educa- 
tion a  fortnight  before  the  Unionist 
Government  left  ofl&ce.  The  reason  for 
that  was  that  the  managers,  to  my  great 
satisfaction,  thought  they  ought  to  give 
all  reasonable  time  to  the  local  education 
authority  to  look  at  the  matter  all  round  ; 
and  when  they  began  to  despair  of  fair 
handling  they  took  the  line  of  informing 
the  Board  of  Education  what  was  going 
on,  without  appealing  to  them,  I  think. 

The  Lord  Bishop  of  St.  David's. 


Staffing  was  the  chief  question  in  that 
year,  but  salaries  came  before  the  Board 
by  way  of  a  formal  appeal  as  far  back  as 
24th  November,  1905,  and  the  matter 
has  been  there  till  now.  Though  Sir 
William  Anson  did  not  deal  with  this 
question  in  Swansea,  the  general  ad- 
ministrative principle  upon  which  the 
Board  at  that  time  acted  is  laid  down 
very  clearly  in  an  answer  given  in  another 
place  in  July,  1903,  in  respect  of  the 
question  whether  the  action  of  the  local 
education  authority  in  refusing  rate  aid 
to  the  voluntary  schools  was  legal  or  not 
It  was  then  declared  by  the  Board  that— 

"It  is  the  duty  of  every  county  council  to 
maintain  and  keep  efficient  all  publie  ele- 
mentary schools  within  its  area ;  the  rate  and 
the  Government  grant  together  conftitute 
the  fund  at  the  disposal  of  the  local  authority 
for  the  piu^ose.  The  standard  of  efficiency 
in  both  classes  of  schools  must  be  alike,  unless 
special  educational  reasons  can  be  shown  for 
the  distinction." 

May  I  paraphrase  that  answer  ?  It  saysi 
I  think,  two  things — that  the  question  of 
salaries  is  a  question  of  efficiency,  and  that 
there  must  not  be  two  standards  of 
efficiency  but  one.  Observe  the  words : 
"  Unless  special  educational  reasons  can 
be  shown."  It  may  be  asked :  May 
not  this  case  come  under  that  head  ? 
A  good  authority  on  that  subject  is  the 
town  council  of  Swansea,  who  act  as  the 
local  education  authority.  The  town 
Coimcil  of  Swansea  were  asked  by  the 
Board  of  Education  on  the  18th  of  last 
month  what  they  had  to  say  to  the  charge 
brought  against  them  by  the  managers 
that  they  were  failing  to  keep  the  school 
efficient,  and  last  week  a  very  interesting 
discussion  took  place  on  the  subject.  A 
resolution  was  proposed,  as  to  which  I 
shall  not  trouble  your  Lordships,  but  an 
amendment  in  the  following  terms  was 
declared  carried  by  the  mayor — 

"  That  the  Board  of  Education  be  informed 
that  the  explanation  of  the  Swansea  local 
education  authority  differentiating  between 
the  teachers  of  the  pro  ided  and  the  non- 
provided  schools  is  that  the  majority  of  the 
members  being  out  of  sympathy  with  the 
voluntary  schools  desire  to  make  the  main- 
tenance of  the  latter  as  difficult  as  possible.'* 

Therefore  it  cannot  be  attempted  to  be 
argued  that  there  were  any  special 
educational  reasons  at  Swansea  for 
differentiation,  neither  is  Mr.  McKenna 
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entitled  to  say  that  he  has  acted  exactly  |  was  sent  by  each  of  the  teachers  in  this 

school.  I  do  not  know  what  further 
formality  the  Board  of  Education  ex- 
pect. In  April  of  last  year  the  Swansea 
authority  raised  the  scale  of  salaries 
of  the  teachers  in  the  council  schools. 
Therefore,  nobody  can  say  that  the 
scale  previously  paid  was  excessive. 
But,  when  the  managers  wrote  asking 
what  salaries  they  proposed  putting 
into  the  teachers'  agreements,  the  local 
education  authority  replied  that  they 
were  prepared  to  consent  to  pay  the 
salaries  the  teachers  had  been  receiving 
before.  These  salaries  the  teachers  ab- 
solutely declined  to  accept.  The 
National  Union  of  Teachers  is  a  very 
patient  body,  but  this  was  too  much 
even  for  them.  They  called  the  teachers 
out  and  black-listed  the  school,  and  the 
managers  were  face  to  face  with  the 
alternative  of  the  ruin  of  the  school  or 
of  meeting  the  reasonable  and  just 
demands  of  the  teachers. 


as    the     noble     Marquess    opposite    or 
Sir  William  Anson  acted. 

The  question  of  salaries  also  came  before 
Mr.  Birrell,  who  was  Mr.  McKenna's 
immediate  predecessor  in  office,  and 
was,  moreover,  a  Liberal  Minister. 
The  teachers  in  Swansea  declined  abso- 
lutely to  sign  any  agreement  in  respect 
of  any  salaries  below  the  scale  in  force 
in  the  Swansea  Council  Schools.  When 
the  Board  of  Education  pressed  the 
managers  in  July,  1906,  to  draw  up  an 
agreement  with  their  teachers,  the  mana- 
gers did  so,  and  the  agreements  were 
signed  by  the  teachers.  In  those  agree- 
ments an  exact  sum  corresponding  to 
the  scale  in  force  in  the  Swansea  Comicil 
Schools  for  that  grade  of  teacher  was 
entered,  and  the  managers  sent  the 
agreements  thus  signed  to  the  Board  of 
Education  and  asked  what  they  were 
to  do.  The  local  education  authority 
had  declined  from  the  beginning  to  fix 
the  teachers'  salaries  on  the  council 
scale.  Mr.  Birrell  replied  enclosing  a 
letter  he  had  addresed  to  the  local 
education  authority.  The  letter  was 
couched  in  that  picturesque  style  of 
which  Mr.  Birrell  is  so  great  a  master, 
and  it  was  also  most  straightforward. 
Mr.  Birrell  said — 

**  The  Board  of  Education  are  not  aware 
of  any  rircunistances  which  would  justify  a 
dilTerentiation  in  the  salaries  paid  to  teachers 
in  council  and  voluntary  schools.  They  feel 
that  the  present  uncertainty  is  unjust  to  the 
teachers  and  gravely  imperils  the  eflRciency 
of  the  school.  They  trust,  therefore,  to  hear 
at  an  early  date  that  the  local  authority  will 
give  their  assent  to  the  agreements  prepared." 

That  is  perfectly  clear  English  ;  it  is  a 
perfectly  clear  decision  of  the  Board  of 
Education  that  there  must  not  be  two 
standards   of   efBciency. 

I  now  come  to  the  present  Minister 
for  Education.  I  think  three  times, 
certainly  twice,  the  managers  sent  the 
names  of  the  teachers  and  the  amounts 
of  the  salaries  to  the  Board  of  Education. 
Yet  it  was  said  in  another  place  that 
no  applications  from  the  teachers  had 
been  received.  T  cannot  make  out  how 
that  statement  came  to  be  made.  Not 
only  was  a  Memorandum  and  all  particu- 
lars forwarded  to  the  Board,  but  a  letter 


The  managers  decided  themselves  to 
enter  into  agreements  with  the  teachers 
and  to  undertake  to  pay  them  the  scale 
of  salaries  in  force  in  the  councU  schools 
in  the  area.     Your  Lordships  know  that 
the  view  of  the  Board  of  Education  is 
that  if  the  managers  of  a  non-provided 
school  pay  the  teachers'  salaries  necessary 
to  maintain  the  school  efficient,  or  part 
of  the  salaries,  then  the  question  comes 
within  the  purview  of  the  Default  Act. 
I   was   amazed  to   read  the  statement 
subsequently  made  by  the  Minister  for 
Education,  in  which  he  said  :    "  They  do 
not    do    it."    When    pressed    on    this 
question  in  the  House  of  Commons  it 
was  very  difficult  to  get  an  answer  from 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman.    At  last  he 
gave  an  answer  which  was  by  no  means 
satisfactory.      He  said  that :    "  In  some 
cases  they  were  paid."     I  thought  it  my 
duty  to  write  to  The  Times  and  correct 
that  statement.     As   a  matter  of  fact, 
in  all  cases  the  teachers  in  this  Church 
school  are  paid  to  the  penny.     The  whole 
facts  reflect  severely  upon  the  administra- 
tion of  the  Minister  for  Education  and 
upon  the  intelligence  side  of  the  Welsh 
Department.     If  an  atmosphere  of  good- 
will is  to  be  created,  the  Government  will 
have  to  see  to  it  that  the  Minister  for 
Education  does   his  duty,   which  is  to 
administer  the  law  f?s  it  stands. 
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The  Eakl  of  DARTMOUTH  :  My 
Lords,  as  reference  has  been  made  by 
Lord  Barnard  in  his  very  interesting 
speech  to  the  case  of  the  Royston  school, 
and  as  I  had  the  privilege  of  introducing 
that  question  in  your  Lordships'  House 
last  year,  I  should  like  to  say  a  word 
or  two  on  the  present  occasion.  In  the 
first  place,  I  would  remind  your  Lord- 
ships of  the  position  with  regard  to 
the  Royston  school  as  raised  in  the 
debate  last  year.  In  August,  1906,  the 
headmastership  of  this  school  became 
vacant.  There  were  some  sixty-seven 
candidates ;  three  were  selected,  and 
finally  Mr.  Milnes  was  elected.  The  local 
education  authority,  the  West  Riding 
County  Council,  refused  to  confirm 
the  appointment  of  Mr.  Milnes,  and  in 
that  refusal  the  Board  of  Education 
concurred.  The  debate  that  took  place 
in  your  Lordships'  House  last  year 
brought  one  or  two  matters  to  l^ht, 
which,  I  think,  are  worth  referring  to  on 
the  present  occasion. 

In  that  debate  we  elicited  that,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  Board  of  Education, 
where  a  difference  occurred  between 
the  local  education  authority  and  the 
managers,  the  sole  duty  of  the  Board  of 
Education  was  to  settle  whether  the 
refusal  had  been  based  on  educational 
grounds  or  not,  and  that,  having  so 
satisfied  themselves,  it  was  not  necessary 
for  them  to  inquire  as  to  whether  the 
reasons  alleged  were  adequate.  It  would 
be  very  easy  to  prove  that  in  this  par- 
ticular case  the  local  education  authority 
claimed  full  discretion  in  the  appointment 
of  the  teachers.  The  chairman  of  the 
Education  Committee  of  the  West  Riding, 
in  a  letter  to  the  Yorkshire  Post,  definitely 
stated  that  he  had  heard  no  single  word 
from  any  member  of  the  education 
committee  to  the  effect  that  Mr.  Milnes 
was  unfit  for  the  post,  and  that  his  com- 
petence had  not  been  questioned.  There- 
fore the  refusal  on  the  part  of  the  local 
education  authority  to  confirm  the 
appointment  of  this  candidate  was,  by 
their  own  showing,  not  an  educational 
one. 

In  another  place  [the  Minister  for 
Education  rather  complicated  matters 
by  his  answer.  He  said  that,  in  the 
interests  of  the  teacher,  it  was  undesir- 


able    to     state     publicly     the    precise 
educational  reasons  on  which  the  local 
education     authority     founded       their 
decision  that  Mr.  Milnes  was  onsuited  for 
the  post.     What  has  subsequently  taken 
place  has  proved  conclusively  that  the 
publicity  to  be  avoided  was  not  in  the 
interests   of   the   teacher,    but    in    the 
interests   of   the   Board   of   Education. 
Now  what  was  the  test  of  educational 
fitness  ?     I  maintain  that  the  examiners 
on  this  occasion  were  not  expert  ex- 
aminers.    The  examination,  which  took 
place  actually  in  the  presence   of  the 
children,  lasted  a  quarter  of  an  hour. 
The  visit  was  a  surprise  one.     I  believe 
my  noble  friend  opposite  holds  the  view 
that  the  examiners  were  competent,  and 
that  the  examination  took  at  least  three- 
quarters  of  an  hour.    I  do  not  care  my- 
self whether  it  took  ten  minutes  or  ten 
hours.     I  maintain  that  an  examination 
of  that  kind  and  held  under  those  con- 
ditions  is   not   sufficient   to   blast   the 
career  of  a  struggling  teacher. 

Whether  or  not  it  is  the  duty  of  the 
Board  to  inquire  into  the  adequacy  of 
the  reasons  given,  I  would  point  out  that 
it  is  admitted  that  the  Board  did  make 
an  inquiry  as  to  the  fitness  of  the  candi- 
date and  received  an  excellent  report. 
I  should  like  to  be  informed  why,  if  it  is 
not  their  duty  to  inquire  into  the  ade- 
quacy of  the  reasons  given,  it  was  neces- 
sary to  send  down  an  inspector  to  make 
inquiry.  I  am  sure  it  will  give  satisfac- 
tion to  your  Lordships  to  Imow  that,  in 
consequence  of  the  debate  that  was 
raised  last  year  in  this  House,  Mr.  Milnes 
has  been  appointed  to  a  larger  school,  in 
which  he  has  to  deal  with  a  larger  staff 
and  more  children.  The  appointment, 
moreover,  carries  with  it  a  higher  salary 
than  he  would  have  received  at  the 
Royston  school.  The  Board  of  Educa- 
tion satisfied  themselves  that  Mr.  Milnes 
was  fully  competent  on  educational 
grounds,  but  apparently  yielded  to  the 
pressure  of  the  local  education  authority. 
By  so  doing  they  gave  the  local  education 
authority  complete  control  over  the 
election. 

We  have  been  told  that  the  refusal  of 
the  authority  appeared  to  be  based  on 
educational  grounds.  If  it  can  only  be 
said  that  the  refusal  *'  appeared  "  to  be 
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based  on  educational  grounds,  I  do  not 
think  it  carries  them  very  far.  Last 
year  I  asked  for  Papers,  but  the  really 
important  Paper — the  Report  of  the 
Inspector  of  the  Board  of  Education — 
was  not  given.  It  has  been  stated  that 
it  is  the  practice  to  refrain  from  publish- 
ing such  Reports,  and  that,  if  whenever 
any  person  considers  himself  aggrieved, 
a  debate  could  be  raised  in  Parliament, 
with  full  publication  of  Papers  following. 
Reports  would  be  framed  with  a  view  to 
that  contingency.  I  should  have  thought 
Parliament  the  proper  place  to  raise  the 
question  when  a  person  considers  him- 
self aggrieved.  If  the  Report  in  question 
had  been  published  in  full,  I  believe  it 
would  have  shown  that  in  the  first  case 
the  objection  to  Mr.  Milnes's  appoint- 
ment was  entirely  political,  Mr.  Milnes 
being  a  Conservative  and  a  good  Church- 
man. 

Earl  CAWDOR  :  My  Lords,  I  will 
undertake  not  to  stand  for  more  than  a 
few  moments  between  your*  Lordships 
and  the  noble  Earl  who  is  to  reply  on  the 
important  issues  that  have  been  raised 
this  afternoon.  But  I  wish  to  say  one  or 
two  words,  and  to  confine  what  I  have  to 
say  solely  to  the  case  of  Swansea.  The 
case  of  Swansea  consists  really  of  three 
parts  in  so  far  as  I  wish  to  touch  upon  it 
— first,  the  question  of  buildings  and  the 
demands  made  by  the  Board  of  Educa- 
tion in  that  matter ;  secondly,  the  ques- 
tion of  salaries,  and  the  action  taken  in 
differentiating  between  provided  and 
non-provided  schools  ;  and,  thirdly,  the 
refusal  on  the  part  of  the  local  education 
authority  for  many  months  to  maintain  a 
school  which  was  recognised  by  the  Board 
of  Education  as  an  efficient  public 
elementary  school. 

Two  of  these  questions  have  now, 
indeed,  been  settled  and  are  beyond 
controversy,  but  what  we  are  drawing 
attention  to  is  the  unfair  administration 
in  our  view  of  the  Board  of  Education 
with  respect  to  these  points.  The  school 
is  a  school  providing  accommodation  for 
1,300  children,  and  is,  I  believe,  one  of  the 
most  efficient  in  South  Wales.  It  was 
acK'nowledged  that  1,300  children  might 
be  too  many,  and  the  provision  that  had 
been  practically  approved  before  the 
advent  of  the  present  Government  was 
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for  between  900  and  1,000  children. 
Then  negotiations  proceeded  until  the 
amount  of  the  accommodation  was 
brought  down  to  a  little  over  900.  A 
series  of  curious  episodes  followed,  and 
the  Board  of  Education,  under  its  present 
chief,  proposed  to  cut  down  the  accom- 
modation to  500.  First  of  all,  I  suggest 
to  the  noble  Earl  that  the  Board  of 
Education  has  no  power  to  make  such  a 
reduction  except  upon  educational 
grounds.  I  suggest  to  the  noble  Earl 
that  that  proceeding  was,  of  itself, 
irregular. 

Apart  from  that,  let  us  see  for  a  moment 
what  it  was  that  was  required  by  the 
Board  of  Education  with  regard  to  this 
school.  First  of  all,  after  a  great  deal  of 
consideration  they  approved  of  certain 
playground  accommodation  being  pro- 
vided partly  on  the  roof  and  partly  on 
the  flat,  and  the  managers  of  the  school 
at  great  expense  provided  a  suitable 
amount  of  accommodation  for  a  play- 
ground on  the  flat  as  well  as  on  the  roof. 
Then  came  a  curious  turn,  and  the  Board 
of  Education  refused  to  sanction  the 
playground  except  for  the  reduced 
number  of  500  children.  That  is  a 
pettifogging  way  of  dealing  with  the 
matter  and  really  unworthy  of  the  head 
of  a  great  Department.  It  was  stated 
by  Lord  Robert  Cecil  that  the  whole  of 
the  tactics  during  these  operations  were 
unworthy  even  of  the  pettifogging  opera- 
tions of  a  County  Court.  At  all  events, 
I  suggest  to  the  noble  Errl  that  it  was  a 
very  unworthy  way  of  dealing  with  this 
important  question.  After  all,  what  has 
occurred  ?  In  the  end  the  managers 
persuaded  the  Board  of  Education  to 
submit  to  the  local  education  authority 
the  question  whether  it  was  not  better, 
in  the  educational  interests  of  the  dis- 
trict, that  the  school  should  be  main- 
tained at  some  such  figure  as  850.  The 
local  education  authority  said  that  it  was 
so,  and  the  Board  of  Education,  after  all 
this  correspondence  and  all  this  waste  of 
time,  finally  approved  of  the  plans, 
including  the  playground  on  the  roof  and 
the  flat,  for  850  children.  Now,  have  we 
not  a  little  right  to  complain  that  all  this 
trouble  should  have  been  occasioned  and 
that  this  correspondence  should  have 
gone  on  for  months  and  months,  when, 
after  all,   the   thing  aimed  at   by  the 

2  N 


1031 


Building  Grants 


{LORDS} 


for  Schools. 


1032 


kind  that  these  grants  have  been  forth- 
coming. 

The  noble  Lord  mentioned  one  or 
two  other  Denbighshire  cases  in  which 
opposition  was  offered  by  the  ratepayers. 
He  also  referred  to  a  case  in  Flint  borough, 
where  there  was  no  coimcil  school,  and 
the  parents  of  250  children  presented 
a  petition  in  favour  of  such  a  school. 
Forty  ratepayers  objected  on  the  ground 
that  the  school  was  unnecessary  and  also 
on  the  score  of  expense,  but  afterwards 
all  opposition  was,  I  am  informed,  with- 
drawn, and  the  case  became  an  unopposed 
one.  I  do  not,  therefore,  understand 
why  that  particular  case  was  quoted  by 
the  noble  Lord.  I  will  not  go  into  any 
other  Welsh  cases  at  this  hour,  but  I 
will  say,  with  regard  to  the  position  of 
the  ratepayers,  that  the  ratepayers 
are  concerned  to  only  a  trifling  degree 
with  the  expenditure.  It  is  estimated 
that  in  no  case  in  which  one  of  these 
schools  has  been  built  does  the  cost  to 
the  parish,  as  distinct  from  the  county, 
amount  to  quite  a  farthing  rate,  and 
therefore  the  ratepayers  do  not  appear  to 
have  any  ver  r  great  moral  locus  standi  in 
the  matter.  As  to  the  general  principle, 
one  can  merely  say  that  the  money  has 
been  applied  in  those  cases  where, 
apparently,  it  was  thought  to  be  most 
needed.  It  by  no  means  foUows  that 
it  has  been  applied  in  every  case  where  a 
demand  has  been  made.  On  the  con- 
trary, there  have  been  a  number  of 
cases  in  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
Board  of  Education,  the  circumstances 
did  not  seem  to  warrant  the  grant. 

The  total  amount  expended,  or  pro- 
mised, has  been,  I  think,  about  £70,000, 
but  in  all  those  cases  it  has  been  shown 
that  there  is  a  very  distinct  demand  for  a 
school  of  a  different  character  from  that 
existing  at  the  moment.  The  whole  pro- 
ceeding is  one  which,  we  have  always 
frankly  admitted,  is  in  a  sense  of  a  make- 
shift character.  It  has  arisen  out  of  the 
unlucky  religious  disputes  that  have 
taken  place  in  various  districts,  and  the 
impossibility  of  arriving  so  far  at  a  Par- 
liamentary jsolution  of  these  disputes. 
I  sincerely  hope  that  the  time  will  come 
when  grants  of  this  kind  will  be  made 
altogether  unnecessary  as  the  result  of 
legislation.  Ferhaps  the  noble  Lord 
wJIJ  excuse  me  it  I  do  not  repeat  what  I 

The  Earl  of  Crewe. 


said  last  year  on  the  Salterhebble 
school,  on  which  there  is  nothing  new 
to  be  said  ;  but  the  Garforth  case  is  one 
which  demands  somewhat  closer  inves- 
tigation. The  Oarforth  case  is  the  one 
in  which  Mr.  Justice  Channell  gave  a 
decision  adverse  to  the  view  of  the  Board 
of  Education,  and  in  the  course  of  which, 
as  the  noble  Lord  said,  he  made  certain 
observations  to  which  I  do  not  propose 
further  to  allude. 

At  Oarforth  there  was  a  council  school 
and  a  Church  school.  The  council  school 
was  built  after  the  Church  school,  and 
the  idea  was  to  set  it  apart  for  the  senior 
children,  both  boys  and  girls.  In  1907 
the  accommodation  of  the  Church  school, 
which  had  been  rather  crowded,  was 
reduced,  with  the  agreement  of  the 
managers,  and  thereby  a  certain  number 
of  children  were  excluded  for  whom  there 
was  room  in  the  council  school.  From 
the  purely  educational  point  of  view, 
from  which  alone  the  Board  of  Educa- 
tion desired  to  look  at  it,  it  certainly  was 
obviously  preferable  that  the  division 
should  be  of  a  horizontal  rather  than  of  a 
vertical  character,  that  certain  standards 
should  be  taught  in  the  one  school  and 
certain  standards  in  the  other.  The 
local  authority  asked  to  have  the  three 
senior  standards  excluded,  and  in  fact 
claimed  the  right  to  do  so.  On  the 
other  hand  the  managers  demanded  the 
right  to  turn  any  children  they  liked  out 
of  the  school,  and  held  that  the  local 
authority  were  compelled  to  find  places 
for  them  in  the  council  school.  The 
local  authority  said  that,  from  an  edu- 
cational point  of  view,  their  school  had 
been  intended  for  senior  children,  and 
that  the  organisation  of  the  education 
of  the  district  would  be  far  better  carried 
out  it  their  plan  were  adopted. 

The  noble  Lord  pointed  out  that  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Education 
reversed  his  decision  on  this  point  last 
year.  That  is  perfectly  true,  and  he  did 
so  owing  to  the  fact,  as  he  said  in  reply, 
that  in  the  earlier  decision  of  3rd  June, 
consideration  was  not  given  to  the  fact 
that  the  size  of  the  premises  necessitated 
that  a  certain  number  of  children  must 
in  any  case  be  excluded.  But  his  atten- 
tion having  been  drawn  to  this  aspect  of 
the  case,  he  had  no  hesitation  in  giving 
the  decision  of  12th  July.     The  ultimate 
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result  was  that  in  a  very  close  legal 
argument  Mr.  Justice  Channell  decided 
that  the  local  authority  were  wrong  and 
that  the  managers  were  right,  and  as  long 
as  that  decision  remains  unchallenged 
and  imreversed  it  is,  of  course,  the  law  of 
the  land,  and  there  is  nothing  more  to  be 
said.  If  it  is  the  law,  then  I  am  bound 
to  say  that,  in  my  opinion,  and  in  that  of 
the  Board  of  Education,  it  is  a  bad  law 
from  the  educational  point  of  view.  It 
certainly  does  not  tend  to  educational 
efficiency  to  the  same  extent  that  the 
other  plan  would  have  done.  All  we  can 
say  is  that  we  are  brought  into  these 
difficulties  by  Section  7  of  the  Act  of  1902, 
which  attempts  to  define  the  utterly 
unsatisfactory  dual  control  which  exists 
between  the  local  authority  and  the 
managers  of  voluntary  schools. 

The  other  principal  case,  of  Narberth  in 
the  county  of  Pembroke,  referred  to  by 
Lord  Barnard,  is  one  of  a  very  singular  and 
interesting  character.  The  charity  is  one 
of  £30  a  year ;  therefore  the  amount  is 
not  important,  though  the  principle  in- 
volved is.  The  trust  lapsed,  and  it  lapsed 
in  rather  a  peculiar  way,  because  for  some 
time  there  was  a  desire  to  apply  this 
money  to  the  National  Society's  school ; 
yet  it  was  decided  that  the  existing 
National  School  could  not  be  described 
as  the  school  of  the  foundation  for  the 
purposes  of  Section  13  of  the  Act  of  1902. 
That  decision  was  arrived  at,  I  think, 
during  the  time  that  the  noble  Marquess 
opposite  was  President  of  the  Board  of 
Education.  At  any  rate,  it  was  before 
we  came  into  office.  Then  various 
schemes  were  framed,  and  it  is  not 
necessary,  I  think,  to  go  into  the  par- 
ticulars of  them.  The  important  point 
is  that  my  right  hon.  friend,  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Board  of  Education,  at- 
tempted to  apply  in  this  instance  the 
principle,  which  has  been  previously 
applied  by  agreement,  but  not  otherwise, 
of  splitting  up  a  trust  into  two  parts, 
and  providing  that  part  of  the  amount 
should  be  applied  to  purely  educational 
purposes  and  part  to  purely  religious 
purposes.  That,  no  doubt,  is  a  matter 
on  which  a  great  deal  may  be  said  from 
a  legal  point  of  view,  and  it  is  one  which, 
I  quite  think,  ought  to  be  most  fully 
argued. 


In  our  view  it  is  consonant  with  the 
general  trend  of  educational  matters,  and 
we  do  believe  that  the  tendency  will  be 
to  deal  ultimately,  by  Act  of  Parliament 
or  otherwise,  with  trusts  in  that  manner. 
But  we  quite  agree  that  the  question  is 
disputable,  and  so  fai*  as  this  particular 
charity  is  concerned  the  scheme  is  still, 
so  to  speak,  hung  up.  No  decision  has 
been  come  to  in  regard  to  it.  The  scheme 
was  published  originally  so  long  ago 
as  1905,  and  the  Board  propose  now  to 
republish  it,  as  was  stated  in  the  official 
letter  to  the  trustees  of  11th  February 
last,  including  various  provisions,  one 
of  which  is  in  favour  of  the  ecclesiastical 
side  of  the  trust — that  is  to  say,  the 
handing  over  of  the  accumulated  funds 
for  purely  religious  purposes.  But  what 
I  particularly  want  to  state  is  this. 
If  desired,  the  Board  will  be  willing  to 
hold  a  public  inquiry  for  the  purpose  of 
enabling  the  trustees  and  all  the  parties 
interested  to  state  their  views  fully,  and 
incidentally  such  an  inquiry  would  give 
an  opportunity  for  some  general  argu- 
ment on  the  somewhat  novel  principle 
of  splitting  these  trusts  into  two  rather 
than  attempting  to  deal  with  them  as 
one. 

On  the  general  question  of  trusts,  I 
should  like  to  say  this,  that  we  fully 
admit  that  the  functions  of  the  Board 
of  Education  in  this  matter  are  in  one 
sense  judicial.  But  it  is  important,  at 
the  same  time,  to  inquire  why  Parlia- 
ment handed  over  this  particular  juris- 
diction to  an  administrative  Depart- 
ment. There  must  have  been  some 
reason  for  doing  it,  and,  as  we  know,  it 
was  not  done  by  a  Radical  Government. 
The  answer,  I  take  it,  is  that  although 
the  jurisdiction  is  of  a  judicial  character, 
it  was  obviously  intended  that  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  Board  should  be  exer- 
cised with  regard  to  novel  conditions, 
new  needs  of  education,  and  matters 
of  that  kind.  To  put  the  same  thing  in 
a  different  way,  from  the  purely  judicial 
point  of  view  the  object  would  be  to  get 
as  near  as  possible  to  the  terms  of  the 
trust  cy-pres.  On  the  other  hand,  from 
the  administrative  point  of  view  the 
object  is  to  decide  how  the  money,  if  it 
were  free,  could  best  be  applied  to  edu- 
cational purposes.  Not  being  able,  pro- 
bably, to  use  it  in  that  way,  one  more  or 
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less  reverses  for  the  moment  the  cy-prh 
doctrine,  and  gets  as  near  as  possible, 
within  the  terms  of  the  trust,  to  the 
most  useful  and  valuable  educational 
application.  That,  to  my  mind,  is  just 
the  difference  between  the  jurisdiction 
as  exercised  by  the  Board  and  a  3  it 
would  be  exercised  by  a  Court. 

The  next  case  on  which  I  would  say  a 
word  is  the  Royston  case.  My  noble 
friend  Lord  Dartmouth  will  not,  I  am 
sure,  expect  me  to  go  into  the  whole 
matter  again.  I  am  as  glad  as  he  is, 
that  Mr.  Milnes  has  obtained  what  seems 
to  be  an  excellent  appointment  under 
the  West  Riding  County  Council.  I  do 
not  pretend  to  know,  and  it  is  not  the 
concern  of  the  Board  of  Education  to 
inquire,  why  the  council  refused  one  post 
to  Mr.  Milnes  and  gave  him  another. 
We  believe  we  were  perfectly  right — 
and  I  have  no  doubt  my  right  hon. 
friend  would  do  the  same  thing  again — 
in  deciding  that  the  council's  refusal  to 
appoint  Mr.  Milne  was  given  on  educa- 
tional grounds.  But  nothing  will  per- 
suade us  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Board 
of  Education  to  inquire  whether  those 
educational  grounds  were  adequate. 
L'nder  the  Act  of  1902  the  managers  may 
dismiss  a  master  on  religious  grounds. 
If  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Board  of  Education 
to  inquire  into  the  adequacy  of  the 
educational  gromids  in  the  one  case,  it 
must  also  be  their  duty  to  inquire  into 
the  adequacy  of  the  religious  grounds  in 
the  other. 

The  Earl  of  DARTMOUTH  :  The 
Boanl  of  Education  sent  down  an  in- 
spector to  inouire  as  to  the  fitness  of  the 
man. 

♦The  Earl  of  CREWE :  But  surely 
that  does  not  cover  the  j>oint.  The 
point  is  whether  the  refusal  to  appoint 
this  gentleman  to  the  particular  school 
was  on  educational  grounds  or  not  ? 
That  is  a  question  of  fact.  If  we  had 
been  obliged  to  believe  that  the  inquiry 
was  a  purely  lx»i»u5  one,  we  should  have 
said  that  the  decision  was  not  given  on 
educational  gromuls.  But  there  was  a 
perfectly  distinct  examination,  and  the 
Board  of  Education  could  not  get  out  of 
admitting  that  the  gn.>m:ds  were  educa- 
tion:.!.    The  noble  Elarl  asks  why  we  did 

Pi^  Eijrl  of  Crftre. 


not  publish  the  report  of  the  inspector.  I 
think  that  to  have  done  so  would  have 
been  a  most  mischievous  precedent.  The 
inspectors  of  the  Board  of  Education  write 
with  the  fullest  confidence,  and  in  the 
course  of  their  reports  make  observatioM 
about  persons  and  institutions  which 
it  would  be  most  unfair  to  make  public. 
In  the  opinion  of  the  Board  it  would  be 
quite  destructive  of  the  confidence  whidi 
their  excellent  inspectors  exercise  in 
sending  reports  to  them  if  it  were  under- 
stood that  those  reports  could  be  pub- 
lished on  the  application  of  someone  in 
Parliament.  I  hope  the  noble  Earl  did 
not  think  that  I  objected  to  his  raising 
the  question  in  Parliament.  That  is 
quite  another  matter.  What  I  objected 
to  was  the  publication  of  the  confidential 
reports  of  inspectors,  and  I  am  afraid 
that  in  this  case  we  can  publish  no  moie 
than  has  been  published  already. 

Now  I  come  to  the  Swansea  case, 
which  is  the  last  with  which  I  need 
trouble  the  House.  As  to  this  case, 
a  rather  singular  theory  of  administra- 
tive continuity  seems  to  obtain  in  some 
parts  of  the  House — a  theory  which, 
carried  to  the  extent  to  which  some  nible 
Lords  would  desire  to  carry  it,  wo  old 
make  the  political  chief  of  a  Department 
useless  except  for  the  purpose  of  occasion- 
ally introducing  Bills.  It  is  true  that 
there  is  a  certain  degree  of  administrs- 
tive  continuity  in  all  Departments,  but 
that  horse  must  not  be  ridden  too  hard. 
It  is  undoubtedly  the  case  that  when  a 
Minister  undertakes  a  particular  Depart- 
ment he  does  sometimes  think  it  necessary 
to  administer  the  law  as  it  stands  in  a 
somewhat  different  manner  from  that  of 
his  predecessor.  I  cannot  pretend  for 
a  moment  that  the  administration  of 
the  Board  of  Education,  so  hur  as  I 
am  acquainted  with  it — and  I  am  rather 
an  outsider  in  this  matter — is  identical 
with  that  which  obtained  when  the  noble 
Marquess  was  there.  I  think  he  would 
be  very  much  surprised  if  it  were.  There- 
fore, the  chaise  of  changed  administia- 
tion  is  not  one  which  I  think  ought  to 
weigh  very  hea\'ily  upon  my  right  hon. 
friend. 

As  regards  the  Swansea  case,  at  this 
late  hour  perhaps  I  may  be  excused 
if  I  say  very  little  on  the  building  side 
of  the  question.     We  had,  I  think,  two 
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debates  on  it  last  year,  certainly  one 
long  one,  at  which  unfortunately  the 
right  rev.  Prelate  was  not  present.  I 
look  at  this  matter,  as  I  say,  as  an  out- 
sider. I  am  not  concerned  with  the 
administration  of  the  Department., 
From  my  view  of  it  the  whole  matter 
has  been  a  very  unfortunate  squabble 
between  the  managers  on  the  one  side 
and  the  local  education  authority  on 
the  other,  with  occasional  references, 
of  course,  from  both  to  the  Board  of 
Education,  conducted  with  extreme  in- 
genuity and  skill  on  both  sides.  But  the 
skill  has  not  always,!  think,been employed 
to  serve  the  best  interests  of  education, 
and  there  has  been  an  occasional  loss  of 
temper  on  both  sides  which  did  not 
reflect  entire  credit  upon  either  party. 
That  is  the  view  which  I  take  from  a 
purely  impartial  standpoint. 

Fortunately,  the  building  difficulty  is 
solved.  But  I  think  the  noble  Earl, 
Lord  Cawdor,  was  not  entirely  fair  to 
my  right  hon.  friend  on  one  or  two 
points.  Why,  he  said,  did  he  cut  the 
School  down  to  600,  and  object  to  the 
roof  playground  ;  or,  rather,  first  allow 
the  roof  playground  to  diminished  num- 
bers, and  then  afterwards  say  he  dis- 
approved of  the  roof  playground.  The 
roof  playground,  which  is  considered  an 
objectionable  thing  in  itself  and  is  only 
allowed  under  very  special  circumstances, 
was  only  permitted  at  all  on  the  direct 
statement  of  the  managers,  fortified  by 
the  utmost  detail  as  to  the  character 
of  the  neighbouring  land,  that  it  was 
impossible  to  get  any  more  land  for  a 
proper  playground.  The  roof  playground 
was  only  permitted  at  all  on  consideration 
of  that  fact.  A  few  weeks  afterwards, 
fortunately,  the  managers  found  they 
were  able  to  buy  the  land  that  was 
required  to  give  twenty  feet  per  child 
play-ground,  which  is  not,  as  the  noble 
Marquess  knows,  an  enormous  proportion 
per  child.  My  right  hon.  friend  pointed 
out  that  the  roof  playground,  if  the  other 
could  be  got,  was  in  itself  an  objectionable 
thing,  and  ought  not  to  be  allowed. 
Then,  after  further  representation,  a 
certain  amount  of  roof  playground  was 
allowed,  and,  consequently,  the  larger 
number  of  children  ;  but  I  do  not  see 
why  the  noble  Earl  should  take  that  last 
fact  as  anything  but  an  evidence  of  the 
desire  of  my  right  hon.  friend  to  meet  in 


every  way,  and  even  to  strain  a  point  to 
meet,  the  wishes  of  the  managers  in 
this  matter.  I  do  not  propose  to  say 
anything  more  about  the  building, 
because  the  question  of  salaries  is  more 
important  and  also  more  difficult.  It 
had  been  dragging  on  since  1904. 

Earl  CA WD  OR  :    And  is  dragging  on. 

♦The  Earl  of  CREWE :  And  is  still 
dragging  on.  There  is  no  change  what- 
ever in  the  view  of  the  Board  that, 
speaking  generally,  it  is  a  desirable  thing 
that  the  same  salaries  should  be  paid 
in  the  voluntary  schools  as  are  paid  in 
the  council  schools.  The  right  rev. 
Prelate  quoted  a  letter  written  in  July, 
1906,  when  Mr.  Birrell  was  at  the  Board 
of  Education,  in  which  it  was  stated 
that  the  Board  are  not  aware  of  any 
circumstances  which  would  justify  a 
differentiation  in  the  salaries  paid  to 
teachers  in  voluntary  and  council  schools. 
So  far,  then,  that  is  common  ground. 
Now  the  local  authority,  first  of  all, 
objected  to  being  made  parties  to  the 
agreements  with  the  teachers.  This, 
they  contended,  was  solely  the  function 
of  the  managers  who  employed  them. 
The  Board  of  Education  were  applied 
to  as  to  this,  and  in  February,  1907, 
they  wrote  that  they  were  taking  legal 
opinion  on  the  point,  and  added — 

"  It  is  the  duty  of  the  managers  to  complete 
the  agreements,  and  the  managers  are  not 
relieved  from  this  obligation  by  any  failure 
of  the  local  education  authority  to  fix  the 
salaries.  The  managers  should,  therefore, 
proceed  to  complete  the  agreements,  inserting 
such  salaries  as  may  appear  to  them  reasonable, 
failing  guidance  from  the  local  authority. 
Should  any  question  hereafter  arise  as  to  the 
salaries  thus  fixed  the  question  will  be  deter- 
mined by  the  Board  under  Section  7  of  the 
Act  of  1902." 

Then  the  managers  wrote  to  the  local 
authority  for  guidance,  and  received  a 
reply  stating  that  the  local  authority 
sanctioned  the  salaries  at  the  rate 
hitherto  paid — that  is  to  say,  on  the 
lower  scale.  The  managers  did  not 
regard  this  as  guidance  ;  they  inserted 
the  higher  scale  in  their  agreements,  and 
wrote  to  the  Board  of  Education  stating 
that,  in  the  absence  of  guidance  from  the 
local  authority, -they  had  inserted  a  scale 
of  salaries  which  appeared  to  them 
reasonable,  and  appealing  to  the  Board 
to  determine  the  question  under  Section 
7  of  the  Act. 
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We  are  very  simple  people  at  the  Board 
of  Education,  and  we  took  the  complaint 
of  the  managers  that  they  had  not  re- 
ceived any  guidance  to  mean  that  the 
local  education  authority  had  not  replied 
to  their  letter.  I  remember  the  matter 
was  debated  here,  and  I  commented,  I 
think  rather  severely,  on  the  neglect  of 
the  local  authority  to  give  any  guidance. 
I  do  not  know  what  "  guidance  "  exactly 
may  be  taken  to  mean,  but  T  should 
certainly  have  thought  that,  though 
it  was  not  the  guidance  required,  yet  a 
reply  stating  a  particular  scale  of  salaries 
as  the  one  they  expected  to  see  put  into 
the  agreements,  was  guidance  of  a  land ; 
and  I  am  afraid  T  cannot  recognise  the 
point  of  view  of  the  managers  so  far  as  their 
interpretation  of  the  word  '* guidance" 
is  concerned.  Then  the  Board  replied 
that  they  did  not  understand  that  the 
authority  had  refused  to  pay  the  amount 
of  the  salary  in  the  agreements,  and  that 
no  question  had  arisen  for  determination. 
On  2nd  July  the  managers  wrote  that  the 
local  authority  had  refused  to  pay  it,  and 
the  Board  accordingly  asked  the  local 
authority,  on  16th  July,  for  their  obser- 
vations upon  this  statement.  The  local 
authority  did  not  reply  in  detail  to  this 
letter  until  the  other  day,  but  they 
pointed  out,  in  August,  that  they  had 
placed  the  lower  figure  in  their  reply  to 
the  managers. 

Then  there  comes  a  question  which  I 
can  assure  the  noble  Earl  who  has  just 
sat  down  is  not  so  easy  of  decision  as  he 
thinks,  viz.  :  what  is  the  meaning  of  the 
words  "  keep  efficient."  The  noble  Earl 
has  told  me  what  I  did  not  know  before, 
that  Sir  Robert  Finlr.y  thinks  there  is  no 
question  that  to  keep  efficient  means  to 
pay  the  same  salary.  That  is  one  legal 
opinion,  but  it  is  not  a  legal  decision,  and 
it,  at  any  rate,  is  disputed  by  that  highly 
ingenious  body,  the  local  authority  of 
Swansea,  because  they  have  written  to 
the  Board  this  letter,  which  I  think  I 
must  trouble  the  House  with  in  full — 

COUNTY 
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HOROUGH  OF  SWANSEA. 
Ediicjition  Department, 
Dynevor  Place, 

IHtk  March,  1908. 

SwanseaOxfori)  Street  (Church  of  England) 
School,  No.   13a. 

"  Sir, — I  am  dirooted  to  reply  to  your  letter 
of  10th  February,  1908.  in  the  following  terms  : 

**  (1)  The  Loral  Education  Authority  con- 
tends   that    no    (juestion    within    the    meaning 

The  Earl  of  Crewe. 


of  the  Education  Act,  1902,  Section  7,  Sub- 
section  (3)  has  arisen  between  it  and  tbe 
managers  of  this  school  as  to  the  salaries  of  the 
teachers  therein  or  otherwise,  and  that  there  ia 
therefore  no  question  for  the  deterxninatioi 
of  the  Board  in  the  exercise  of  its  appellati 
powers.  In  this  letter  the  authority  confina 
its  observations  to  this  preliminary  point.  Tb 
authority  finds  it  difficult  to  state  its  view 
fully  within  the  limits  of  a  letter,  and  if  tbi 
Board  has  any  doubt  upon  the  matter,  i 
claims  an  opportunity  of  stating  the  facts  am 
arguments  in  support  of  its  contention  in  : 
case  or  memorandum  which  will  raise  the  issue 
in  a  form  which  will  enable  the  authority  ti 
obtain  the  decision  of  the  High  Court  of  Jiistio 
if  the  Board  should  be  against  it. 

"  (2)  The  authority  begs  leave  to  refer  th 
Board  to  the  long  correspondence  as  to  thi 
school  which  has  taken  place  since  the  appointee 
day,  and  especially  to  the  letter  of  the  authorit] 
to  the  Board,  dated  20th  October.  1906,  whicl 
explains  the  views  of  the  authority  as  to  it 
relations  to  the  managers  in  regard  to  tb 
teachers  in  their  schooL 

*'  (3)  The  authority  is  not  aware  that  there  i 
any  dispute  as  to  the  facts  directly  relevant  t^ 
its'  present  contention.  These  facts  seen 
to  the  authority  to  be  the  following  : — 

"  (4)  On  18th  April,  1907,  in  answer  to  i 
request  by  the  managers  for  guidance,  th< 
authority  by  letter  informed  the  managers  tka 
it  was  prepared  to  consent  to  pay  in  respec 
of  salaries  for  teachers  in  this  school  the  salarie 
hitherto  paid  by  the  authority  on  behalf  o 
the  managers. 

''  (5)  The  authority  has  been  informs 
that  the  managers  allege  that  they  subsequent!: 
signed  written  agreements  with  their  teachei 
undertaking  inter  aiia  to  pay  them  salarie 
higher  than  those  sanctioned  by  the  authoritj 
The  managers  have  not  submitted  these  agree 
ments  to  the  authority,  nor  have  they  Ui( 
before  the  authority  any  facts  or  particular 
showing  or  tending  to  show  that  soitabl 
teachers  could  not  be  obtained  at  the  salarie 
sanctioned  by  the  authority.  On  the  contrar 
they  have,  on  their  own  showing,  ignbred  th 
direction  of  the  authority,  and  (as  appears  froB 
the  correspondence)  suppressed  the  fact  tha 
such  direction  had  been  given  in  their  con 
munications  to  the  Board. 


''  The  facts  as  to  the  dispute  concerning  th 
reconstruction  of  the  school  which  is  noi 
terminated  are  within  the  knowledge  of  tb 
Board,  and  have  no  bearing  on  the  point  noi 
raised.  In  accordance  with  the  decision  of  tb 
Board  the  authority  has  paid  the  salaries  of  tb 
teachers  in  this  school  at  the  rate  sanctioned 
by  it.  The  managers  claim  that  the  authorit; 
should  pay  at  a  higher  rate. 

'*  The  authority  is  now  and  has  always  beei 
ready  to  hear  any  representations  made  o 
consider  any  facts  laid  before  it  by  the  manager 
proving  the  necessity  of  raising  the  salarie 
of  teachers  in  their  school. 

''  Since  the  authority  on  18th  Afwil,  190] 
in  the  exercise  of  its  x)Ower  of  controUiiig  ej 
penditure  gave  guidance  to  the  managers,  n 
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such  representations  have  been  made,  and  no 
such  facts  laid  before  it. 

"  Under  these  circumstances  the  authority 
submits  that  the  facts  simply  dhow  that  the 
managers  have  ignored  and  defied  the  decision 
of  the  authority.  If  the  mere  neglect  or  refusal 
of  the  managers  to  obey  the  authority  in 
respect  of  a  matter  clearly  entrusted  to  it  by 
the  Education  Act,  1902,  is  to  be  deemed  to 
raise  a  question  within  Section  7,  Subsection 
(3),  the  effect  would  be  to  reduce  the  power  of  the 
county  council  to  a  vanishing  point  and  transfer 
to  the  Board  of  Education  the  functions  of  the 
authority  contrary  to  the  plain  intention  of 
the  Act. — I  am,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

{Signed)  A.  W.'Halden." 

You  will  see  that  that  is  a  denial  by  the 
local  authority  of  Swansea  of  the  power 
of  the  Board  of  Education  to  interfere 
in  this  matter  at  all.  That  is  a  legal 
point  on  which  my  right  hon.  friend  is 
now  taking  advice,  and  it  is  a  matter 
which  may  ultimately  come  before  a 
Court  of  Law.  But  there  is,  of  course, 
this  to  be  said,  that  before  any  steps  can 
be  taken  the  school  has  to  be  shown  to 
have  suffered  in  efficiency  by  the  action 
of  somebody,  and  it  is  not  quite  c^ear 
how,  under  existing  circumstances,  that 
can  be  done,  because  the  salaries  having 
been  paid  on  the  higher  scale  by  the 
managers,  apparently  the  school  will  not 
have  suffered  in  efl&ciency,  and  therafore, 
no  case  on  that  point  arises.  I  think  it 
is  no  use  dwelling  any  longer  on  this 
matter,  because,  as  I  have  said,  my 
right  hon.  friend  is  taking  advice  on  this 
point,  and  he  will  then  consider  what 
course  he  should  take. 


The  noble  Eari  opposite  said  some- 
thing about  the  refusal  to  maintain.  I 
regret  that  there  is  a  refusal  to  main- 
tain the  school,  but  this  policy  is 
part  of  the  whole  cont-est  that  has  been 
taking  place,  and  it  undoubtedly  ap- 
peared lately  that  if  the  arrangement, 
which  has  fortunatelv  been  arrived  at 
about  the  building,  had  not  been  achieved 
there  was  a  possibility  of  the  school 
being  closed  altogether.  The  school  im- 
doubtedly  was  at  that  time  in  great  peril, 
whether  owing  to  its  own  action  or  to 
that  of  the  local  authority  is  not  to  the 
point.  That  imdoubtedly  was  the 
reason,  though  I  do  not  say  it  was  alto- 
gether a  perfectly  sound  reason,  for  the 
rcfi'.sal  to  maintain   during  that  period. 


Earl  CAWDOR:  It  was  recognised 
by  the  Board  of  Education  as  being 
efficient  during  the  whole  of  the  periods 

♦The  Earl  of  CREWE:  That  un 
doubtedly  was  so.  As  regards  the  appli- 
cation of  the  Default  Act,  that,  of  course, 
is  a  question  of  policy.  It  is  a  parallel 
case  to  the  one  of  which  we  have  already 
heard  something  this  session — ^namely, 
the  application  of  the  Crimes  Act  to 
Ireland.  I  am  not  prepared  to  assent 
to  the  noble  Earl's  proposition  that, 
because  an  Act  is  on  the  Statute-book, 
you  are  bound  to  employ  it  if  occasions 
arise  on  which  it  could  be  employed, 
even  though  you  think  the  Act  mis- 
chievous in  itself  and  believe  that  the 
result  of  its  application  would  be  to  do 
more  harm  than  good.  I  have  no  doubt 
that  my  right  hon.  friend  will  note  what 
has  been  said  by  the  noble  Earl.  I  hope 
no  occasion  will  arise  for  the  application 
of  the  Default  Act,  but,  if  the  occasion 
should  arise,  although  I  cannot  say  that 
I  absolutely  see  my  right  hon.  friend 
applying  it,  I  have  no  doubt  that,  before 
deciding  not  to  apply  it,  he  will  give  full 
consideration  to  everything  that  haa 
been  said  b}'  the  noble  Earl. 

The  Marquess  of  LONDONDERRY: 
My  Lords,  at  this  late  hour  your  Lord- 
ships will  understand  that  I  propose  to 
deal  very  shortly  with  the  important 
points  raised  by  my  noble  friend  behind 
me,  whose  experience  of  educational 
matters  fully  entitles  him  to  be  heard 
on  these  questions.  While  not  objecting 
to  the  manner  in  which  the  noble  Eari 
the  Lord  President  alluded  to  the  detail 
brought  forward  in  the  various  speeches* 
I  do  not  think  I  shall  be  contradicted 
when  I  say  that  he  has  not  dealt  with 
the  principles  underlying  the  questions 
submitted  to  him  by  my  noble  friend 
behind  me.  I  quite  agree  with  the  noble 
Earl  that  it  would  not  be  advisable  on  the 
present  occasion  to  enter  into  the  ques- 
tion as  to  how  the  President  of  the  Board 
of  Education  obtained  the  £100,000 
which  is  at  present  under  consideration, 
but  I  remember  when  the  question  was 
discussed  in  your  Lordships'  House  last 
year  saying  that  I  considered  the  methods 
of  obtaining  that  money  were  uncon- 
stitutional. They  were  certainly  im- 
usual. 
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I  now  turn  to  the  question 
how  i;hat  money  has  been  allocated. 
On  this  side  of  the  House  we  cannot 
"believe  that  the  money  has  been  allo- 
cated absolutely  fairly  and  impartially 
without  being  given  by  the  Government 
flome  idea  as  to  how  it  has  been  spent. 
I  think  the  House  has  a  right  to  know 
how  the  £70,000,  the  portion  of  the  grant 
which  has  been  expended,  has  been  spent. 

♦The  Earl  op  CREWE:  I  must 
apologise  for  forgetting  to  state  that  my 
right  hon.  friend  the  President  of  the 
Board  will  issue,  as  soon  as  he  can,  a 
Return  as  to  the  places  to  which  the 
money  has  been  allocated  and  the 
amounts  spent. 

'  The  Marquess  of  LONDONDERRY  : 
That  is  satisfactory.  But  I  do  not 
think  the  difficulty  of  the  President 
of  the  Board  ends  there.  I  think 
his  difficulties  are  increased  by  the  way 
he  obtained  that  money.  Undoubtedly 
the  object  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
was  to  obtain  the  grant  in  order  to  create 
schools  where  a  certain  number  of 
parents  considered  those  schools  wanted, 
and  not  to  put  any  extra  charge  on  the 
rates  of  those  parishes.  But,  in  pur- 
suing this  course,  he  either  forgot  or 
ignored  Section  18,  Subsection  (1)  of 
the  Act  of  1902.  That  section  requires 
the  coimty  comicil  to  charge  such 
portion  as  they  think  fit,  not  being 
less  than  one  half  or  more  than  three- 
fourths,  of  any  expenses  incurred  by  them 
in  respect  of  capital  expenditure  or  rent 
on  account  of  the  provision  or  improve- 
ment of  any  public  elementary  school  on 
the  parish  or  parishes  which,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  council,  are  served  by 
the  school.  It  was  undoubtedly  to  meet 
this  difficulty  that  the  President  intro- 
duced the  following  words  into  his 
regulations — 

**  The  grant  which  will  be  payable  to  local 
education  authorities  only  may  be  for  a  pro- 
portion, or,  where  the  Board  think  fit,  for  the 
whole,  of  the  expenditure  incurred  for  the 
provision  of  the  site  and  buildings.  Any 
question  as  to  the  allocation  of  the  grant 
arising  under  Section  18.  vSubsection  (1) 
«hall  bo  determined  by  the  Board." 

How  can  that  regulation  be  reconciled 
with  the  section  in  the  Bill  to  which  T 
have  alluded  ?  I  maintain  that  the 
regulation  constitutes  an  over-ridintif  of 
the  section,  and  is  therefore  ultra  vires. 

The  Marquess  of  Londonderry. 


Therefore,  I  would  ask  the  noble  and 
learned  Tjord  on  the  Woolsack  whetbei 
the  President  of  the  Board  is  actins 
legally  in  inserting  this  regulation  witli 
regard  to  this  grant. 

Then  I  come  to  another  point.  Half  ol 
the  grant  is  to  be  paid  into  the  funds  of  the 
county  council.  I  would  ask  the  Lord 
Chancellor  whether  the  county  council 
have  power  to  allocate  that  sum  oi 
money  to  any  particular  parish.  1 
doubt  very  much  whether  they  have 
that  power ;  and  I  should  like  to  put 
those  two  points  to  the  noble  and  learned 
Lord. 

The  lord  CHANCELLOR  (Lord 
Loreburn)  :  I  think  it  would  be  wrong 
to  give  answers  ofi-hand  to  legal  questions 
of  that  kind.  If  the  noble  Marquess 
will  either  put  his  questions  on  the  Paper 
or  communicate  with  me  I  will  do  my 
best  to  tell  him  what  I  think  is  the  law 
on  the  subject. 

The  Marquess  op  LONDONDERRY : 
T  admit  that  it  would,  perhaps,  be  un- 
reasonable to  expect  answers  at  once, 
and  I  will  communicate  my  questions 
to  the  noble  and  learned  Lord.  In  the 
matter  of  new  schools,  again,  we  have 
reason  to  believe  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  has  not  carried  out  the 
duties  imposed  upon  the  Department 
by  the  Act  of  1902  in  the  matter  of 
giving  public  notice  and  other  particulars. 
The  Act  provides  that  a  certain  number 
of  ratepayers  may  appeal  to  the  Board 
of  Education  on  the  ground  that  the 
proposal  is  not  required.  We  have 
reason  to  believe  that  these  appeals  have 
been  more  or  less  disregarded  by  the 
Board  of  Education. 

*The  Earl  op  CREWE  :  I  thmk  I 
stated  that  there  had  been  cases  in 
which  applications  had  been  made  and 
been  refused,  and  in  regard  to  the  in- 
stances I  gave  I  stated  that  there  had 
been  in  certain  cases  appeals  by  rate- 
payers which  were  listened  to  but  were 
not  considered  to  override  the  necessity 
of  the  school. 

The  Marquess  of  LONDONDERRY : 
Yes,  but  they  were  not  dealt  with  by 
the  Board  of  Education  in  the  spirit  of 
the  Act.  My  noble  friend  behind  me 
raised    questions    with    regard    to    the 
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treatment  of  schools  in  certain  parts 
of  Wales.  I  listened  to  the  answer  of 
the  noble  Earl,  and  I  cannot  say  that  he 
in  any  way  justified  the  action  com- 
plained of.  The  case  of  the  Gkirforth 
school  was  one  of  great  importance. 
The  noble  Earl  went  into  that  case 
very  fully,  but  what  I  should  like  to 
ask  is  this:  Why,  when  the  officials  of 
the  Board  of  Education  had  on  two 
occasions  given  their  decision  against 
the  county  council,  did  the  right  hon. 
Grentleman  overrule  their  decision  ? 
Surely  we  are  justified  in  thinking  that 
there  was  a  certain  amount  of  partiality 
in  his  action.  It  is  too  late  in  the 
evening  to  deal  with  the  case  of  Swansea, 
but  I  wish  to  say  a  word  before  sitting 
down  with  regard  to  the  action  of  the 
Board  of  Education  in  the  matter  of 
charitable  trusts.  I  could  not  have 
imagined  a  Minister  making  statements 
so  inaccurate  as  those  of  Mr.  McKenna 
in  regard  to  charitable  trusts.  It  was 
apparent  to  the  veriest  tyro  that  when 
the  Education  Department  took  over 
charitable  trusts  they  took  them  over  as 
a  judicial  body.  But  Mr.  McEenna  in 
the  House  of  Commons  stated  that  the 
Board  of  Education,  as  successors  of 
the  Charity  Commissioners  in  respect 
of  educational  charities,  exercised  no 
judicial,  but  only  administrative,  powers. 
I  was  very  glad  to  hear  from  the  noble 
Earl  that  he  threw  over  his  colleague, 
because  he  acknowledged  that  the  powers 
of  the  Board  of  Education  in  this  matter 
are  judicial. 

*The  Earl  of  CREWE :  I  think  I  used 
the  expression  **  ^uflWf- judicial,"  or  some- 
thing of  the  kind. 

The  Marquess  of  LONDONDERRY  : 
At  any  rate  the  noble  Earl  does  not 
agree  with  his  colleague  that  the  powers 
of  the  Board  are  only  administrative. 
In  a  case  referred  to  by  Lord  Barnard,  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Education 
certainly  did  not  act  in  a  judicial  spirit, 
but  as  a  political  administrator.  The 
Board  of  Education,  entrusted  as  they 
are  with  judicial  powers,  should  act 
like  a  Court  of  justice.  The  action  of 
the  President  of  the  Board  with  regard 
to  Merionethshire  has  been  of  a  most 
remarkable  character.  The  Default  Act 
ought  to  have  been  put  in  force  in  Merion- 
ethshire   some    time    afjo.     But   for   the 


first  time  in  history  a  responsible  Minister 
has  only  proceeded  to  act  according  to 
the  law  when  told  by  the  people  who 
have  acted  guiltily  that  they  have  no 
objection  to  it.  I  maintain  that  it  is 
the  duty  of  the  Board  of  Education  to 
keep  a  watchful  eye  on  all  local  education 
authorities,  and  not  wait  to  be  appealed  to 
before  doing  ordinary  justice.  The  policy 
I  am  advocating  is  the  policy  I  pursued 
when  I  was  at  the  head  of  the  Board  of 
Education.  I  endeavoured  to  act  fairly 
and  impartially  to  all  people  and  all 
creeds,  and  that  is  what  any  Minister 
in  that  responsible  position  ought  to 
aim  at.  I  feel  very  grateful  to  my  noble 
friend  behind  me  for  having  raised  this 
question,  and  I  hope  the  debate  will  be 
the  means  of  drawing  attention  to  some 
of  the  unjust  actions  of  the  Board  of 
Education. 

♦Lord  BARNARD  :  My  Lords,  in  view 
of  the  assurance  which  has  been  given 
by  the  noble  Earl  the  Lord  President  of 
the  Council  that  the  public  will  be  put 
in  possession  of  all  the  facts  with  regard 
to  the  allocation  of  the  £100,000,  I  ask 
leave  to  withdraw  my  Motion.  One 
statement  of  the  noble  Earl  has  filled 
me  with  amazement — namely,  the  sug- 
gestion that  the  question  of  changes 
in  the  trusts  of  charitable  endowments 
will  on  future  occasions  be  decided  by 
public  assemblies.  I  may  call  attention 
to  that  matter  on  a  future  occasion. 

Motion,  by  leave  of  the  House,  with- 
di-awn. 

House  adjourned  at  twenty 
minutes  past  Eight  o'clock, 
till  To-morrow,  half-past  Ten 
o'clock. 


HOUSE    OF   COMMONS. 
Monday,  23rd  March,  1908. 

The  House  met  at  a   quarter   before 
Three  of  the  Clock. 


PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

PRIVATE  BILLS  |  LORDS!  (STANDING 
ORDERS  NOT  PREVIOUSLY  IN- 
QUIRED    INTO    COMPLIED    WITH^. 

Mr.    Speaker    laid    upon    the    Table 
Report   from  one  of  the   Examiners   of 
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Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  That,  in  the 
case  of  the  following  Bills,  originating  in 
the  Lords,  and  referred  on  the  First 
Reading  thereof,  the  Standing  Orders  not 
previously  inquired  into,  and  which  are 
applicable  thereto,  have  been  complied 
with,  viz.  : —  Huddersfield  Water  Bill 
[Lords]  ;  Great  Western  Railway  (Super- 
annuation Scheme)  Bill  [Lords]. 

Ordered,  That  the  Bills  be  read  a 
second  time. 

Conway  and  Colwyn  Bay  Joint  Water 
Board  Bill ;  Derby  Gas  Bill ;  Rochdale 
Corporation  Bill. — Read  the  third  time, 
and  passed. 

Camborne  Water  Bill ;  Heme  Bay 
Pier  Bill  [Lords] ;  Sligo  and  Arigna 
Railway  Bill. — Read  a  second  time,  and 
committed. 

Bromley  and  Crays  Gas  Bill.  Re- 
ported with  Amendments  ;  Report  to 
lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 


PETITIONS, 

LICENSING  BILL. 
Petitions  against :     From  Daybrook  ; 
and  H.  WooUey ;    to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

LICENSING  BILL. 
Petitions  in  favour  :   From  Ardrossan  ; 
Crook  (two) ;  Glasgow  ;  and  Inverness  ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

LIQUOR  TRAFFIC  (LOCAL  OPTION)  (SCOT- 
LAND)  BILL. 

Petition   from   Inverness,    in    favour ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

WOMEN^S  ENFRANCHISEMENT  BILL. 
Petitions  in  favour  :  From  Edinburgh  ; 
and  Surbiton  ;    to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC, 


FOREIGN  TRADE  AND  COMMERCE. 
Return       presented,    relative       thereto 
[ordered     19th     March;     Mr.     Lloyd- 


George]  ;    to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to 
be  printed.    [No.  95.] 


TRADE  REPORTS  (ANNUAL  SERIES). 

Copy  presented,  of  Diplomatic  and 
Consular  Report,  Annual  Series,  No 
3964  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 


POSTAL  AGREEMENT  (GERMANY). 

Copy  presented,  of  Postal  Agreement 
for  an  exchange  of  Money  Orders  be- 
tween the  Post  Office  of  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland  and  the  Post  Office  of  the 
German  Empire,  dated  9th  Januarv, 
1908,  8th  February,  1908  [by  Command]; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


INVERNESS  COUNTY  COUNCIL  AND 
ALLOTMENTS. 

Return  presented,  relative  thereto 
[ordered  11th  March;  Mr.  Sinclair];  to 
lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 
[No.  96.] 


QUESTIONS  AND  ANSWERS 
CIRCULATED  WITH  THE  VOTES. 


Belgian  Imports  and  Exports. 

Mr.  MITCHELLTHOMSON  (Lan- 
cashire, N.W.) :  To  ask  the  President  of 
the  Board  of  Trade,  whether,  in  addition 
to  the  information  asked  for  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  Dumbartonshire,  he  can  give 
similar  information  with  regard  to  the 
estimated  population,  and  the  imports 
exports,  and  re-exports,  together  with 
the  total  of  these,  for  Belgium  for  the 
year  1907. 

{Anstcered  by  Mr.  Lloyd-Georqe,)  Com- 
plete information  with  regard  to  Belgian 
imports  and  exports  is  not  available  for 
1907.  Information  can  at  present  only 
be  given  in  respect  of  what  are  described 
in  the  Belgian  official  statistics  as 
"  Principal  Articles,"  which  in  1906 
formed  over  90  per  cent,  of  the  whole. 
The  following  table  and  its  explanatory 
note  gives  the  particulars  as  to  "Prin- 
cipal Articles  "  in  a  similar  form  to  the 
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statement  given  in  answer  to  my  lion* 
friend  the  Member  for  Dumbartonshire — 

Foreign   Trade   and   Population   of 
Belgium  in  1907. 

1907  (Principal 
Articles  only).* 
Foreign  trade  : —  £ 

Imports  for  home  con- 
sumption -        -     137,144,000 

Exports  of  domestic 
produce  -        -     106,881,000 


Total  of  above     -    244,026,000 
Estimated  population  -     7,200,000 

Foreign  trade  per  head  of  the  population  : 

£    s.     d. 
Imports  for    home    con- 
sumption -        -  19    0  11 
Exports  of  domestic  pro- 
duce     -        -        -        -  14  16  11 


Total  of  above 


33  17  10 


The  following  note  is  extracted  from 
the  Belgian  ofl&cial  Trade  Accounts  :  It 
frequently  happens  that,  in  order  to  avoid 
the  transit  trade  regulations,  goods 
not  subject  to  duty  on  importation  are 
declared  for  consumption  instead  of 
being  declared  for  ultimate  exportation. 
As  a  result  the  figures  of  "  special " 
trade,  both  imports  and  exports,  are 
inflated  at  the  expense  of  the  "  transit " 
trade.  Thus  cereals  (other  than  oats), 
raw  hides  and  skins,  raw  animal  products 
and  crude  mineral  products  not  specially 
mentioned  in  the  Customs  tariff,  raw 
textile  materials,  gums,  and  other  articles 
not  subject  to  duty  on  impifrtation,  which 
are  destined  for  transit,  are  declared 
first  for  consumption  and  subsequently 
for  exportation.  But  as  on  exportation 
it  is  not  possible  to  distinguish  the 
country  of  origin  of  these  goods,  the 
Customs  authorities  are  compelled  to 
record  such  articles  as  Belgian  produce. 

Position  of  New  Post  Office  at  Saltcoats. 
Mr.  COCHRANE  (Ayrshire,  N.) :  To 
ask  the  Postmaster-General,  whether  in 
fixing  the  site  of  the  new  post  ofl&ce  at 
Saltcoats,  in  North  Ayrshire,  he  has  taken 
into    consideration    the    representations 


♦Provisional  figures  based  on  prices  prevail- 
ing in  1906. 


of  the  ratepayers  that  the  situation  should 
be  a  central  one. 

(Ansufered  by  Mr.  Sydney  Buxton.) 
This  matter  is  still  under  consideration. 
In  selecting  premises  for  a  new  post 
office,  the  representations  of  the  rate- 
payers will  be  borne  in  mind  as  far  as 
is  practicable  with  due  regard  to  economy. 

Departmental  Transfers  in  Boyal 
Dockyards. 

Mr.  W.  T.  WILSON  (Lancashire, 
Westhoughton) :  To  ask  the  Secretary  to 
the  Admialty,  whether  it  is  the  custom 
in  the  Royal  Dockyards,  when  they  are 
short  of  work  in  one  department  and  busy 
in  another,  to  transfer  the  workmen 
from  the  department  that  is  short  of 
work  to  the  one  that  is  busy  ;  and,  if  so, 
is  the  custom  being  adhered  to  at  Chat- 
ham at  the  present  time. 

{Ansufered  by  Mr.  Edmund  Robertson.) 
When  suitable  men  are  available,  it  is  the 
practice  to  make  transfers  from  one  de- 
partment to  another  to  meet  fluctuations 
in  the  work  and  to  avoid  discharges ; 
but  at  the  present  time  there  are  no 
workmen  so  transferred  at  Chatham. 

Deportation  of  Indians  at  Vancouver. 

Mr.  WEDGWOOD  (Newcastle-under- 
Lyme) :  To  ask  the  Under-Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Colonies,  what  were  the 
grounds  on  which  the  Indians  landing 
from  the  *'  Monteagle "  at  Vancouver 
were  ordered  to  be  deported  by  the 
Canadian  Federal  Authority ;  did  the 
provincial  authorities  oppose  their  land- 
ing or  did  opposition  come  only  from  the 
Federal  Authonty ;  and  does  the  de- 
cision of  the  Federal  Authority  have  the 
approval  of  His  Majesty's  Government. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Churchill.)  The 
Secretary  of  State  has  at  present  no  in- 
formation on  the  subject  beyond  that 
published  in  the  Press  on  the  19th  inst. 

Construction  of  Railway  firom  Chiromo  to 
Blantyre. 

Sir  C.  hill  (Shrewsbury) :  To  ask  the 
Under-Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies 
what  is  the  position  of  affairs  in  regard 
to  the  Shire  Highlands  Railway,  which  is 
under  contract  with  His  Majesty's  Grov- 
ernment   to   construct   a   railway   from 
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Chiromo  to  Blantyre  within  five  years 
from  December,  1902. 

{Answered  by  Mr,  Churchill,)  The  rails 
of  the  line  have  been  laid  into  Blantyre, 
but,  mainly  owing  to  difficulties  in  the 
transport  of  materials  on  the  Shir<5  river, 
the  railway  was  not  in  a  condition  to  be 
opened  for  traffic  by  December  1907, 
and  an  extension  of  time  until  the  end  of 
Jime  1908  has  been  granted  to  the 
company. 

Pay  of  Writers  in  the  Army  Ordnance 
Department. 

Mr.  COURTHOPE  (Sussex,  Rye) :  To 
ask  the  Financial  Secretary  to  the  War 
Office  what  are  the  rates  of  pay  of  the 
various  grades  of  writers  in  the  Army 
Ordnance  Deparment ;  whether  these 
rates  of  pay  are  to  be  increased,  and  to 
what  extent ;  whether,  and  to  what  ex- 
tent, they  vary  in  out-stations,  and  for 
what  reason ;  whether  the  writers  are 
allowed  to  present  petitions  in  cases  of 
grievance  ;  and  what  are  the  conditions 
as  to  sick  pay  and  sick  leave  applying 
to  this  branch  of  the  service. 

{AnsHrred  by  Mr.  Buchanan,)  The 
rates  of  pay  of  writers  in  the  Army 
Ordnance  Department  at  home  stations 
are  as  follows : — Woolwich  Arsenal  and 
Pimlieo  (R.A.O.D.) :  Foreman  writers, 
54a.,  by  2s.  annually  to  63s.  a  week ; 
First  class  writers,  39s..  by  2s.  annually 
to  51s.  a  week :  Second  class  writers, 
24s.,  by  2s.  annually  to  36s.  a  week.  No 
second-class  writer  to  rise  above  30s.  a 
week  until  he  is  specially  certified  to  be 
actually  emplo^-ed  on  work  superior  to 
that  of  copyist,  and  qualified  by  his 
ability  and  application  for  further  in- 
crease. Other  stations  :  Foreman  writer. 
33s..  after  thr^e  years*  service  36s,  a 
week ;  writers,  22s.,  after  three  years. 
24s,.  thence  by  3s.  triennially  to  30s.  In 
London  the  minimum  is  24s.  as  at 
Woolwich.  At  Edinburgh  the  minimum 
is  24s..  but  writer?  ther^  remain  six  rear? 
at  24^  before  being  gix-en  an  increment 
to  2Ts.  The  above  ar^  the  on!y  varia- 
tions at  out  stations.  The  hirfier  scale 
for  Woolwich  Ar»nal  and  Pimhco  is  due 
to  the  ittow  varievi  and  n?sponsiMe  nature 
of  the  wv^rk.  No  incwAws  of  these  rates 
aw  c\uitemplated.  The  writer?  are  al- 
low^! to  pwj»n:  petition*  thrvvurh  the 


proper  local  authority^  The  conditions 
as  to  sick  pay  and  sick  leave  at  all  Home 
stations  are  aa  follows : — Those  who 
joined  before  1st  April,  1900  (at  PimUco 
1st  August,  1900) :  Full  pay  for  two 
months  and,  if  recommended,  extension 
up  to  three  months  at  two-thirds  pay  if 
over  twenty  years'  service,  or  at  half, 
pay  if  under  twenty  years'  service. 
Those  who  joined  after  31st  March,  1900 
(at  Pimlieo  31st  July,  1900)  :  Half-pay 
for  three  months,  and,  if  recommended, 
extension  up  to  two  months  at  same  rate. 

Honorary  Promotion  for  Retired  Regular 
Officers  serving  with  the  AuxiUary  Forces. 

Mr.  COURTHOPE  :  To  ask  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  War  whether  retired 
officers  of  the  Regular  Army  who  serve  as 
brigade-majors  in  the  Auxiliary  Forces 
are  ineligible  for  the  honorary  promotion 
which  is  granted  to  officers  of  the 
Auxiliary  Forces  who  serve  in  the  same 
capacity ;  if  so,  whether  he  will  correct 
this  difierence  in  the  regulations  for  the 
Territorial  Force ;  and  whether  he  will 
grant  honorary  promotion  to  retired 
officers  of  the  Regular  Army,  who  have 
already  served,  or  are  now  serving,  as 
brigade-majors  of  the  Auxiliary  Forces. 

(Anstoered  by  Mr.  Secretary  HaldaneJ} 
0£&cers  of  the  Auxiliary  Forces  have 
hitherto  been  eligible  for  a  step  of 
honorary  rank  under  certain  conditioiis 
after  certain  specified  periods  of  service, 
but  the  post  of  brigade-major,  whether 
held  by  a  retired  Regular  officer  or  not, 
did  not  entitle  him  to  honorary  rank  as 
such.  Honorary  rank  will  not  be  granted 
to  officers  in  the  Territorial  Foioe,  bat 
officers  now  holding  such  rank  in  the 
Yeomanry  and  Volunteers  will  retain  it 
on  transfer  to  the  Territ<mal  Force.  The 
reply  to  the  last  part  of  the  Qneadon  is 
in  the  negative. 

Building  of  the  three  "Iimrftiw'' 
Mr-  THORNTON  (Cbpham) :  To  ask 
the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  whether 
the  three  "  Invincibles.'*  now  in  piocess 
of  buildini,  were  contracted  out  foe  oom- 
pletion  within  two  vejirs ;  and  woat  w^Df 
the  respective  dites  on  which  they  veze 
coiaineL.ced. 

Ams^r*tned    by    Mr.    LMmSfwiJ     T»»e 

three  >hir»  w^w  contracted  oat  fee  cuoa- 
i\<euoi:  in  tiro  and  a  half  ve^ESw    IW 
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actual  dates  of  laying  down  were  as 
follows  :— "  Invincible,"  2nd  April,  1906  ; 
"  Inflexible  "  6th  February,  1906  ;  "  In- 
domitable," Ist  March,  1906;  but  in 
each  case  the  contract  period  of  two  and 
a  half  years  runs  from  21  st  November, 
1905. 

German  "Dreadnoughts." 
Mr.  THORNTON  :   To  ask  the  Secre- 
tary to  the  Admiralty  if  he  can  inform 
the  House  upon  what  dates  the  first  four 
German     "  Dreadnoughts "      were     laid 
•  down. 

(Answered  by  Mr,  Lambert,)  We  have 
no  official  information,  the  German 
Government  not  having  published  the 
dates,  but  according  to  statements  made 
in  the  German  newspapers  these  vessels 
were  laid  down  in  the  course  of  last 
summer. 

Shorthand  Writers  under  the  Oriminal 
Appeal  Act. 

Mr.  J.  W.  WILSON  (Worcestershire, 
N.) :  To  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Trea- 
sury what  steps  have  been  taken  by  the 
Treasury,  or  otherwise  within  the  know- 
ledge of  the  Department,  to  arrange  for 
the  appointment  of  shorthand  writers  for 
the  service  of  the  Courts  under  the  pro- 
visions of  Section  16  of  The  Criminal 
Appeal  Act,  1907 ;  what  terms  have 
been  proposed ;  and  whether  those 
terms  are  in  accordance  with  the  hitherto 
recognised  scale  of  remuneration  for  duly 
qualified  and  professionally  responsible 
service  of  that  nature. 

(Answered  by  Mr,  Rurunman.)  The 
appointment  of  shorthand  writers  for 
the  purpose  of  the  Criminal  Appeal  Act 
does  not  rest  with  the  Treasury.  I  under- 
stand that  the  Home  Office  has  ad- 
dressed a  circular  to  recorders  and  chair- 
men of  quarter  sessions  on  the  subject. 
The  terms  of  payment  fixed  by  the 
Treasury  are  a  guinea  for  each  day's 
necessary  attendance,  with  8d.  per  folio 
for  transcripts,  this  payment  to  cover  the 
supply  of  a  copy  of  the  transcript  also 
when  required  by  the  officer  for  whom  the 
tra^^script  is  ordered.  For  any  further 
copies  of  transcript  supplied,  either  for 
pubhc  use  or  for  parties  interested,  IJd. 
a  folio  ^^^ll  be  payable.  The  rates  do  not 
difier  materially  from  those  which   the 


Treasury  has  hitherto  paid  when  it  has 
been  necessary  to  employ  a  shorthand 
writer  in  legal  eases. 

Mr.  J.  W.  WILSON:  To  ask  tue 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury  whether  he 
will  take  steps  to  secure  that  before  the 
proposed  terms  for  shorthand  writing 
under  Section  16  of  The  Criminal  Appeal 
Act,  1907,  are  further  suggested  to  local 
shorthand  writers,  a  reply  is  made  to  the 
representations  submitted  to  the  Treasury 
upon  the  subject  in  January  by  the 
council  of  the  Institute  of  Journalists,  on 
behalf  of  qualified  shorthand  writers, 
being  journalists,  in  all  parts  of  the 
country ;  and  whether  he  can  give  any 
information  as  to  when  the  Rules  of 
Court  framed  under  the  Act  will  be  laid 
before  the  House. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Runciman,)  The 
representations  which  were  submitted  to 
the  Treasury  by  the  Institute  of  Journal- 
ists were  duly  considered  before  the 
terms  of  payment  for  shorthand  writing 
under  the  Criminal  Appeal  Act  were 
fixed,  but  the  communication  did  not 
appear  to  the  Treasury  to  call  for  any 
reply  beyond  the  usual  acknowledg- 
ment of  receipt.  I  understand  that  the 
Rules  of  Court  under  the  Act  were  laid 
before  Parliament  on  Wednesday  last  and 
will  be  available  for  Members  shortly. 

Scottish  Jury  System. 
Mr.  GULLAND  (Dumfries  Burghs): 
To  ask  the  Lord  Advocate  whether  he  is 
aware  of  the  feeling  in  Scotland  among 
men  liable  to  be  summoned  as  jurymen 
against  so  large  a  number  ai  thirty-six 
being  called  to  appear,  at  inconvenience 
and  expense,  when  only  twelve  are  re- 
quired, and  when  the  cases  are  often 
of  the  most  trivial  nature ;  and  whether 
in  his  proposed  legislation  he  will  include 
provisions  to  remedy  this  grievance,  and 
so  reduce  the  prevailing  discontent  with 
the  jury  system. 

(Answered  by  Mr,  Thomas  Shaw.)  I 
am  not  aware  that  there  is  any  "  pre- 
vailing discontent  with  the  jury  system,'* 
or  that  there  is  any  foundation  for  this 
suggestion.  One  or  two  details,  such, as 
those  referred  to  in  the  Question  do 
seem  to  require  improvement.  If  it  is 
found,   for   instance,   that   a   full   panel 
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could  be  selected  from  a  smaller  number  of 
jurymen  summoned  that  point  would  be 
worthy  of  consideration  with  a  view  to 
a  remedy,  and  I  shall  look  into  the 
matter  in  that  spirit. 

Age  Betirement  of  Officers  in  the 
Territorial  Force. 

Mr.  pike  pease  (Darlington) :  To 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War  whether 
officers  in  the  new  Territorial  Army  on 
attaining  the  age  of  forty-five  years, 
are  to  be  compulsorily  retired  if  they 
have  not  reached  the  rank  of  major. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Haldane.) 
The  reply  is  in  the  negative. 

Pay  of  Qoartermasters. 
Mr.  G.  a.  hardy  (Suffolk,  Stow- 
market) :  To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  what  would  be  the  average 
annual  increased  charge  on  the  non- 
effective Vote  if  Article  529  (b)  of  the 
Royal  Warrant  were  amended  so  as 
to  allow  of  quartermasters  receiving  £10 
a  year  increase  in  their  rate  of  retired 
pay  for  each  year's  service  in  excess 
of  twenty  years  up  to  a  maximum  of 
£250  a  year,  as  they  are  now  liable  to  a 
reduction  of  £10  a  year  to  a  minimum 
of  £150  for  any  year's  service  short  of 
twenty  years'  qualifying  service  as  laid 
down  in  Article  490. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Haldane.) 
On  the  assumption  that  quartermasters 
would  retire  voluntarily  at  the  same 
time  as  they  do  now,  the  result  for  the 
whole  number  of  quartermasters  would 
ultimately  be  an  extra  charge  of  about 
£25,000  a  year. 

Payment  ot  Larkin  and  Stewart  of  the 

Irish  Ordnance  Survey.  i 

Mr.  field  (Dublin,  St.  Patrick) :  To 
ask  the  hon.  Member  for  South  Somerset 
as  representing  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Agriculture  whether  payments 
of  wages  are  recorded  as  having  been  made 
during  the  months  of  January,  February 
and  March  1907,  at  Forkhill,  in  Ireland, 
in  the  Ordnance  Survey  to  workmen 
named  Larkin  and  Stewart ;  when  and 
where  were  these  men  first  employed, 
and  when  and  where  were  they  discharged; 
and  can  he  give  the  name  of  the  officer 
who  saw  these  men  during  any  of  the 


days  they  were  supposed  to  have  been 
employed  in  the  Ordnance  Survey. 

{Answered  by  Sir  Edward  Strachey.) 
The  reply  to  the  first  part  of  the  Question 
is  in  the  affirmative.  The  persons  to 
whom  my  hon.  friend  refers  are  recorded 
as  having  been  employed  at  Forkhill  for 
temporary  duty  as  tape  boys,  Stewart 
on  10th  December  1906,  Larkin  on  1st 
January,  1907,  and  both  as  having  been 
paid  up  to  22nd  March,  1907,  and  dis- 
charged at  that  place.  There  is  no 
record  that  they  were  seen  by  any  officer 
during  the  time  specified. 

Payment  by  the  Weir  Trustees  to  the 
Bolingbroke  Hospital. 

Sir  henry  KIMBER  (Wandsworth) : 
To  ask  the  hon.  Member  for  the  Elland 
Division,    as    representing    the    Charity 
Commissioners,  whether  he  is  aware  that, 
in  the  month  of  July,  1907,  the  trustees 
of  the  Weir  Hospital  Trust  for  Streatham 
gave,  or  caused  to  be  given,  to  the  gov- 
ernors of  the  Bolingbroke  Hospital  a  sum 
of  £5,000  out  of  the  funds  of  the  said 
trust ;  will  he  say  whether  such  applica- 
tion of  the  trust  money  was  justified  by 
any,  and  what,  terms  of  the  will  of  the 
testator  ;  whether  such  application  of  the 
trust  money  was  made  with  the  sanction 
of  the  Charity  Commissioners,  and,  if  so, 
under   what  statutory   or  other   power 
was  such  sanction  given  ;  whether  any, 
and  what,  steps  have  been,  or  will  be, 
taken,  to  restore  such  sum  of  £5,000  to  the 
trust  fund  ;  whether  he  is  aware  thit 
immediately  following  such  gift  two  of  the 
assenting  trustees  were  made  life  gov- 
ernors of  the  Bolingbroke  Hospital ;  that 
on    the    day    before    the    Wandsworth 
Borough    Council    met    to    elect    three 
representatives    to    the    committee    of 
management  of  the  trust,  in  place  of 
the   retiring   members,    the   trustees   of 
the    said    fund    co-opted    two    of    such 
retiring  representatives  to  be  life  trustees  ; 
whether  such   co-option   was   in   direct 
contravention  of  the  terms  of  the  will ; 
and,  if  so,  whether  any  steps  have  been, 
or  will  be,  taken  to  remove  such  illegally 
appointed  trustees,  or  to  prevent  them 
from  acting  in  the  administration  of  yie 
trust. 

(Anstvered    by    Mr.    Trevdyan.)    The 
payment  of  £5,000  in  question  was  made 
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with  the  sanction  of  the  Commissioners 
as  an  advance  in  accordance  with  terms 
agreed  upon  between  the  trustees  of  the 
Weir  Charity  and  the  committee  of  the 
Bolingbroke  Hospital,  under  which  p.rt 
of  the  Weir  endowment  was  to  be  applied 
for  the  enlargement  and  maintenance  of 
that  hospital,  in  consideration  of  ad- 
vantages to  be  secured  for  the  benefit 
of  patients  from  Streatham  and  the 
neighbourhood.  At  the  date  of  the 
payment  the  Commissioners  had  ex- 
pressed their  willingness  to  publish  a 
scheme  for  the  administration  of  the  Weir 
Charity  in  substantial  accordance  with 
the  proposals  ot  the  trustees.  The 
Commissioners  are  now  engaged  in  fram- 
ing a  scheme  for  this  purpose  with 
considerable  variations  from  the  original 
proposals,  and  in  whatever  arrangement 
is  ultimately  decided  upon  the  payment 
in  question  will  be  accounted  for.  The 
Commissioners  understand  that  all  the 
Weir  trustees  have  been  nominated 
life-governors  of  the  Bolingbroke  Hospital. 
With  regard  to  the  co-option  referred  to 
by  the  hon.  Member  the  Commissioners 


I  were  informed  in  December,  1907,  that 
'the  legality  of  the  co-option  would  not 
be  pressed  and  that  the  co-opted  persons 
had  agreed  not  to  act. 


Payment  to  Italy  and  France  for  Oonvdy- 
ance  of  British  Mails. 

Mr;  HENNIKER  HEATON  (Canter- 
bury) :  To  ask  the  Postmaster-Greneral 
what  is  the  amount  of  money  paid  to 
Italy  and  France  for  conveyance  of 
the  Indian,  Australian,  China,  and  the 
Eastern  mails,  the  last  financial  year, 
from  and  to  Brindisi  and  Naples. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Sydney  Buxton.) 
The  sums  paid  for  the  transport  by 
French  and  Italian  railway  services 
of  British  correspondence  convened  by 
packets  of  the  Peninsular  and  Oriental 
Line  to  and  from  India,  Ceylon,  Australia, 
China,  and  the  Far  East,  and  that  for 
Australia  and  Ceylon  conveyed  by  packets 
of  the  Orient  Line,  for  the  financial 
year  to  3l8t  March,  1907,  were  as 
follows — 


On  Outward  MaiK 

On  Homeward  Mails. 

Totel. 

To  France   - 
To  Italy 

£ 
46,323 

35,732 

£ 
13,663 

11,613 

£ 

59,986 

47,345 

Payment  for  mails  sent  to  this  country 
by  the  route  of  Naples  is  effected  by 
the  Colonies  concerned  and  is  not  in- 
cluded in  the  foregoing  amounts.  Besides 
these  amounts  payment  for  Continental 
transit  of  outward  parcel  mails  sent  by 
the  packets  of  the  Peninsular  and  Oriental 
and  the  Orient  Lines  is  made  to  France 
and  Italy.  The  payment  to  France 
for  the  financial  year  to  31st  March,  1907, 
was  £1,062  and  to  Italy  £541. 

Trunk  Calls -Fees  for  Extension  of  Time. 

Mr.  BRIGHT  (Oldham):  To  ask 
the  Postmaster-General  whether  he  can 
arrange,  in  the  case  of  long-distance 
telephone  calls,  that  a  second  call,  or 
extension  of  the  time  for  speaking,  can 
be  allowed  at  less  than  double  of  the 
original  fee,  as  the  very  short  time  allowed 
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deters  people  from  trying  long-distance 
calls, 

(Ansu>ered  by  Mr.  Sydney  Buxton.) 
The  greater  part  of  the  telephone  trunk 
calls  made  during  business  hours  occupy 
less  than  three  minutes,  and,  in  view 
of  the  large  and  urgent  demand  for  such 
communication,  a  change  which  would 
increase  the  average  length  of  conversa- 
tions would  not  be  to  the  general  benefit. 

Split  Turns  of  Duty  in  the  Post  Office. 

Mr.  T.  F.  RICHARDS  (Wolverhamp- 
ton, W.)  :  To  ask  the  Postmaster- 
General  whether  he  is  aware  that  the 
Hobhouse  Committee  recommended  that 
care  should  be  taken  to  reduce  incon- 
venient split  turns  of  duty  and  to  con- 
fine as  far  as  possible  the  day's  work 
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of  individual  officers  to  within  a  period 
of  twelve  hours  ;  whether  his  assurance 
that  he  has  accepted  the  recommenda- 
tions of  the  Committee  applies  to  this 
proposal ;  and  whether,  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  the  scheme  dates  from  1st 
January,  1908,  he  will  state  whether 
any  steps  have  been  taken  to  improve 
the  turns  of  duty  at  small  offices. 

{Ansu^ered  by  Mr,  Sydney  Buxton.) 
I  hape  not  lost  sight  of  the  recommenda- 
tion* referred  to.  The  question  of 
reducing  the  number  of  split  duties  and 
of  improving  the  hours  of  attendance 
will  continue  to  receive  full  consideration 
in  connection  with  revisions  of  force 
and  at  all  other  suitable  opportunities. 

Second  Division  Clerks  in  the  Savings 
Bank  Department. 

Sir  G.  KEKEWICH  (Exeter):  To 
ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  why 
Second  Division  clerks  of  old  standing 
in  the  Savings  Bank  Department  of 
the  Post  Office  have  not  been  allowed 
to  exercise  the  option,  given  by  Clause  5 
of  the  Order  in  Council  of  21st  December, 
1907,  to  choose  between  continuing  on 
the  scale  of  salary  now  in  force  or 
adopting  that  prescribed  by  the  Order, 
seeing  that  the  Order  offers  the  option 
to  all  Second  Division  clerks  without 
distinction. 

{Anstcered  by  Mr.  Sydney  Buxton.) 
My  hon.  friend  has  asked  me  to  answer 
this  Question.  An  opportunity  of  ex- 
ercising the  option  given  by  Clause  5 
of  the  Order  in  Council  of  21st  December, 
1907,  is  being  afforded  to  all  the 
Second  Division  clerks  in  the  Savings 
Bank  Department  of  the  Post  Office, 
with  the  exception  of  those  who  are 
excluded  from  the  operation  of  Clause 
5  under  the  terras  of  Clause  1  of  the 
Order  in  Council  of  19th  March,  1908. 

Inquiry  into  Working  of  the  Land 
Transfer  Acts. 

Mr.  G.  greenwood  (Peter- 
borough) :  To  ask  Mr.  Attorney-General 
whether  the  inquiry  into  the  working 
of  the  Land  Transfer  Acts,  recently 
promised  by  the  Lord  Chancellor,  is 
to  be  by  Royal  Commission  or  by  Com- 

•  Paragraph  271)  of  Select  (.  '»uiiiiittee's 
reiK)rt. 


mittee ;  whether  such  Inquir] 
include  the  question  of  the  f 
extension  of  compulsory  registrat 
title  under  those  Acts ;  and  whet 
will  commence  at  a  sufficiently 
date  to  enable  a  report  to  be  pre 
during  the  present  session. 

{Answered  by  Sir  W.  Robson.) 
matter  is  not  yet  settled ;  bu 
far  as  present  intention  goes,  tl 
quiry  would  be  by  Royal  Comm 
It  will  include  the  question  of  the  f 
extension  of  compulsory  registrat 
title  under  the  Acts  mentioned,  ; 
hope  it  will  commence  at  a  suffic 
early  date  to  enable  a  Report  i 
presented  during  the  present  sessic 

HoUesley  Bay  Labour  Coloiu. 

Mr.  ROGERS  (Wiltshire,  De^ 
To  ask  the  President  of  the  Local  Go 
ment  Board  whether  the  estate  u 
occupation  of  the  Hollesley  Bay  h 
coiony  has  been  valued  since  its  pure) 
and  whether  he  can  state  how  i 
of  the  £53,812,  being  the  gross  co 
maintenance  of  the  colony  up  to 
March,  1907,  is  represented  by  tin 
provements  in  buildings,  planting, 
reclamations  effected  on  the  estate. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  John  Bums,) 
Answer  to  the  first  part  of  the  Que 
is  in  the  affirmative.  I  under! 
that  the  value  of  the  permanent 
provements  effected  at  the  Holl 
Bay  farm  colony  during  the  p 
between  12th  December,  1906,  and 
September  last  was  estimated  bj 
valuers  employed  by  the  Central 
employed)  Body  for  London  at  £2 
This  figure  represents  the  impi 
^'alue  of  the  estate  as  a  labour  co 
The  improved  market  value  of  the  e 
at  30th  September  last  was  estin 
by  the  valuers  to  be  £1,933.  In  adc 
a  sum  of  about  £4,200  is  estimate 
have  accrued  to  the  value  of  the  s 
stores,  plants,  etc.,  at  the  farm  coloi 

Irish  Land  Stock. 
Mr.     BARRIE    (Londonderry,^ 
To  ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Bxishe 
when  he  now  hopes  to  niake[,hiB|^ro] 
statement  as  to  the  flotation  of 
Land  Stock. 
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{Answered  by  Mr.  Asquith.)  I  hope 
to  be  in  a  position  to  make  a  statement 
very  shortly,  but  I  am  not  yet  able  to 
say  the  precise  date. 

Beer  Brewing. 
Mr.  COURTHOPE:  To  ask  Mr. 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  how  many 
liquid  and  how  many  standard  barrels 
of  beer  were  brewed  in  1878,  and  in  each 
subsequent  year  down  to  the  present 
time. 

(Anstoered  by  Mr.  Asquith.)  The 
following  statements  give  the  information 
asked  for,  so  far  as  it  is  available.  It  is 
only  within  the  last  few  years  that  a 
record  has  been  kept  of  the  number  of 
liquid  barrels — 

Number   of   Standard   Barrels   of   Beer 
brewed    in    the    half-year    ended 
3l8t   March,    1881,   and   in   each 
subsequent  year. 
Year  ended  31st        United 
March.  Kingdom. 


Half-year  October, 
1880,  to  March, 
1881*- 

1882 

1883 

1884 

1885 

1886 

1887 

1888 

1889 

1890 

1891 

1892 

1893 

1894 

1895 

1896 

1897 

1898 

1899 

1900 

1901 

1902 

1903 

1904 

1905 

1906 

1907 


Number. 

13,980,291 
27,870,526 
27,140,891 
27,750,091 
27,986,493 
27,194,893 
27,948,883 
28,236,446 
28,644,793 
30,868,315 
31,927,303 
32,201,167 
32,104,330 
32,182,738 
31,678,486 
33,825,959 
34,202,064 
35,632,131 
36,498,204 
37,090,986 
36,394,565 
35,899,313 
36,182,158 
35,318,053 
34,410,537 
34,021,879 
34,338,651 


The  number  of  liquid  barrels  of  beer 

produced 

can  only    be   given    for    the 

following  ; 

irears — 

Year  ended  31st        United 

March.              Kingdom. 

Number. 

1902 

-  36,887,260 

1903 

-  37,153,978 

1904 

-  36,329,813 

1905 

-  35,415,523 

1906 

-  35,066,094 

1907 

-  35,406,797 

•Figures  cannot  be  given  for  the  years  prior 
to  the  iinpijsition  of  the  Beer  Duty  (Octobtr, 

1880). 


Licensing  Gompen&ation. 
Mr.  BARNARD  (Kidderminster) :  To 
ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  if 
he  will  state  the  compensation  which  the 
"  Sawyer  Arms "  at  Hertford,  and  the 
**  Queen "  at  Codicote  would  receive 
respectively  under  the  1904  Act  if  fixed 
by  the  Commissioners  of  Inland  Revenue, 
if  fixed  on  the  basis  of  Lord  Justice 
Kennedy's  judgment;  and  what  they 
would  receive  respectively  in  each  of  the 
fourteen  years  imder  the  proposals  of 
the  present  Licensing  Bill. 

(Ar^swered  by  Mr.  Asquith.)  Although 
the  trade  done  did  not  amoimt  to  a 
barrel  of  beer  a  week  in  either  case, 
the  compensation  actually  awarded  on 
the  basis  of  Lord  Justice  Kennedy's 
judgment  was  £451  for  the  *'  Sawyer's 
Arms,"  and  £362  for  the  "  Queen."  The 
first  awards  by  the  Inland  Revenue 
Department  on  the  basis  adopted  before 
the  Kennedy  judgment  were  £105  and 
£175  respectively.  If  these  beer-houses 
were  closed  under  the  Licensing  Bill 
provisions,  compensation  would  be  based 
on  new  valuations  of  the  premises, 
licensed  and  unlicensed,  and  these  valua- 
tions I  am  imable  to  give. 

Reinstatement  of  John  F.  M'Quade. 

Mr.  FETHERSTONHAUGH  (Fer- 
managh, N.) :  To  ask  the  Chief  Secretary 
to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether 
any  steps  have  been  taken  by  the  Estates 
Commissioners  to  restore  Mr.  John 
F.  M'Quade  to  the  holding  from  which 
he  was  evicted  on  the  Irvine  estate, 
near  Edemey,  coimty  Fermanagh ; 
whether  they  have  inspected  and  en- 
deavoured to  acquire  the  holding  from 
the  new  tenant,  and  if  the  latter  is 
willing  to  sell ;  and  what  has  caused 
delay  in  reinstating  Mr.  M'Quade. 
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(Answered  by  Mr.  BirreU.)  The  Es- 
tatos  Commissioners  have  inquired  into 
the  evicted  tenant's  application,  and 
have  had  the  holding  inspected.  They 
understand  that  the  new  tenant  is 
willing  to  sell  liis  interest  in  the  holding, 
provided  he  receives  compensation,  and 
they  are  considering  the  question  of 
acquiring  such  interest  with  the  object 
of  nnnstating  the  evicted  tenant.  There 
lias  been  no  undue  delay  in  dealing 
with  the  case,  regard  being  had  to  the 
l^riority  of  other  claims. 

Irish  Oonstabulary  Prosecutions.         j 
Mr,     DELANY     (Queen's     County,  | 
Oasi^ry) :     To   ask   the   Chief   Secretary  | 
to  the  Ix^rtl- Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  can  I 
ho    say    whether    a    rule    exists    which ! 
in\]H>ses  on  the  members  of  the  Royal 
Irish  Constabulary  the  necessity  of  ha\4ng 
at     least     two    successful    prosecutions 
every  month  in  the  local  petty  sessions. 

(.•l»K*inTii/  hff  3/r.  Birreii,)  There  is 
no  rule  in  tho  Royal  Irish  Constabulary- 
to  tho  offtvt  stated,  nor  is  there  any  rule 
whato>vr  lioaling  with  tho  number  of 
pnviitvutiors  by  members  of  the  force. 

Sale  of  tlie  Stubber  Estate,  Queen's 
County. 

Mr,  PKLANV:  To  ask  the  ihief 
Stvivtary  to  tho  Lonl-Lioutonart  of 
ln*!,-ird  whether  ho  can  state  what  puv 
irr^^ss  hjis  btHM>  made  with  tho  sale  of  the 
Srubbor  estate.  Augha>iH\  Queen's 
County  :  ;\r.ii  how  tho  uog^niations  at 
prt^soKt   star.il, 

,-(•>.<?. v«*»5  ry  .)/'.  Birrf'^,)  Tho  Es- 
:a:o>  Cov.r.u'.s^:  v.ors  nuulo  an  ofJor  to 
Mr.  l\,  U.  Stubbor  fv  r  his  uv.:ov..s:'.tt\; 
Uv.o*.  Vho  OA-or  o.«\V.r.i\l  to  aooopt 
tho  o  Vr ,  :i  v..i  .;  > k^vl  :  ho  Co  iv,:r,i<^ii^ r. o r^ 
i.^  i:  Txv.so  ::.  rh;<  :hoy  rotV.s^v,  :.^  ilo, 
a:vl  :hoy  -.ro  v.ow  ..  v.sv.orivg 
o:.    :hov    v,r.;    Tvsko    : 


and  that  the  establishment  was  one  of 
the  inducements  held  out  to  hired  men 
when  entering  the  Royal  dockyards,  he 
will  take  steps  to  secure  the  speedy  re- 
opening of  the  establishment. 

(Ariswered  by  Mr.  Edmund  Robertson) 
My  right  hon.  friend  has  requested  that 
I  should  reply  to  this  Question.  I  can- 
not at  present  add  to  the  statement 
already  made,  that  this  question  is  under 
the  consideration  of  His  Majest/s 
Government. 


Th»*v 


what 


IKvlT:iirds  E$UbIished  Stafi^ 

^vvv::  r  ,:   .  :   :h-  ':>:  .*:  i'>tc%h*:>h:>,:  ::^^:^ 


QUESTIONS  IN  THE  HOUSE. 

Commonwealth  Naval  Contribution. 

Earl  WINTERTON  (Sussex,  Hor 
sham) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the 
Admiralty  whether  he  is  yet  in  a  podtiin 
to  make  any  statement,  or  lay  upon  the 
Table  any  papers,  relating  to  the  corres- 
pondenee  which  has  recently  passed 
l>etween  His  Majesty's  Grovemment  and 
the  Government  of  the  Commonwealth 
of  Australia  on  the  subject  of  the  altera- 
tion in  and  additions  to  the  Common- 
wealth contribution  to  the  Royal  Navy. 

The  civil  LORD  of  the  ADMQtr 
ALTV  (Mr.  Lambert,  Devonshire, 
Smith  Molten) :  There  is  nothing  to  be 
added  at  present  to  the  reply  given  on 
the  oth  March  to  the  hon.  Member  for 
East  Clare. 

Obsolete  War  Vessels  in  tlie  KMm  of 
Bute. 

Mr.  WATT  (Glasgow,  College)  :  I  beg 
to  a<k  the  Secretary  to  the  AdminJtv 
how  many  obsolete  war  vessels  stiU 
reu'.ain  in  the  Kvles  of  Bote  ;  whether  it 
is  intended  that  these  shall  bo  sold,  or 
utilised  in  the  event  of  an  outbreak  of 
war  :  if  the  former,  when  it  is  propoeed 
:v^  sell  :heic  and  will  they  be  sokiwithoat 
;he  brwakin^-up  conditioti,  at  least  so  far 
a>  their  enpnets  ar«  ciMicenied. 

Mh.  1^\MBI:KT:  There  are  three 
A  :'$>o'.s  in  tie  Kyles  of  But<v  ^*^  of 
^*r:.h  will  Sp  soaI  prv>bsbly  bdfare  April, 
'K':'.  :or  V">N*iir^np  in  the  United 
I:  c:&nDoc  be  seated  at  present 


.■vv-c: 


r.e  ;l:r,' 
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Mr.  WATT:  Will  the  Admiralty 
insist  on  the  "  breaking-up  "  condition  1 

Mr.  LAMBERT:  Certainly,  if  it  is 
imposed. 

Bosirth. 
Major  ANSTRUTHERGRAY  (St. 
Andrews  Burghs) :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  whether  he 
can  furnish  any  details  with  regard  to  the 
extent  and  nature  of  the  works  let  under 
contract  at  Rosyth. 

Mr.  LAMBERT:  A  tender  was 
accepted  by  the  Admiralty  on  the  16th 
inst.,  for  the  construction  of  a  new  public 
road  in  place  of  an  existing  road  which 
runs  through  Admiralty  property. 

Mr.  JOHN  WARD  (Stoke-on-Trent) : 
What  was  the  amount  of  the  contract  ] 

Mr.  LAMBERT :  About  £7,600. 

Mr.  ARTHUR  LEE  (Hampshire, 
Fareham) :  When  does  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man expect  the  main  contract  to  be  made  1 

Mr.  LAMBERT :  I  cannot  add  any- 
thing to  the  statement  I  made  the  other 
night. 

N&val  Scarves  Contract 
Mr.  fell  (Great  Yarmouth) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  if 
the  Admiralty  has  placed  an  order  for 
about  100,000  black  silk  scarves  with  the 
firm  of  Messrs.  J.  and  T.  Brocklehurst, 
Limited,  silk  manufacturers,  of  Maccles- 
field, and,  if  so,  was  this  order  offered  to 
public  or  limited  tender,  and  was  the 
lowest  tender  accepted. 

Mr.  LAMBERT:  An  order  for  75,000 
scarves  was  placed  with  this  firm.  Eleven 
firms  were  invited  to  tender.  The  lowest 
tender  for  a  suitable  sample  was  accepted. 

Boyal  Marine  Artillery  Afloat. 
Mr.  BELLAIRS  (Lynn  Regis) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty 
whether  he  can  give  from  the  official 
Monthly  Return  of  the  Deputy  Adjutant 
General  of  the  Royal  Marines,  which  ex- 
cludes the  Royal  Naval  School  of  Music, 
the  proportion  of  Royal  Marine  Artillery 
embarked  afloat  for  the  latest  date  for 
which  the  figures  are  available. 
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65  per  cent,  of  all 


Royal  Marine  Artillery  Ashore. 
Mr.  BELLAIRS :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  whether  he 
is  aware  that,  whereas  on  the  12th 
December,  1903,  51  percent,  of  the  Royal 
Marine  Artillery  were  quartered  on  shore, 
this  proportion  has  been  steadily  reduced 
to  28  per  cent,  on  the  7th  December, 
1907;  whether  the  Board  will  cause 
inquiries  to  be  made  as  to  the  effect  of  so 
large  a  proportion  being  embarked  on  the 
special  training  of  the  corps  and  the  re- 
qualifying  courses  of  men  after  a  period 
of  service  at  sea,  with  special  reference  to 
the  scarcity  of  officers  at  the  barracks ; 
and  whether  he  can  state  if  the  entries 
of  marine  officers  have  been  stopped. 

Mr.  LAMBERT :  The  reply  to  the 
first  part  of  the  Question  is  in  the  affirma- 
tive. The  Admiralty  see  no  necessity 
for  the  inquiry  suggested.  The  entries 
to  the  Royal  Marines  are  now  being, 
made  through  Osborne  alone. 

Battleships  for  Brazil. 
A[R.  NIELD  (Middlesex,  Ealing):  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty 
whether  he  can  give  the  House  any  in- 
formation as  to  the  battleships  of  the 
**  Dreadnought "  type  nov  building  for 
the  Brazilian  Government ;  and  whether 
he  will  give  the  House  an  assurance  that 
the  Government  will  take  effective  steps 
to  prevent  these  vessels  falling  into  the 
hands  of  other  Powers,  and  thus  disturb- 
ing the  balance  of  naval  power,  not 
contemplated  by  the  shipbuilding  pro- 
grammes of  such  powers. 

Mr,  LAMBERT:  It  is  understood 
that  two  battleships  of  the  "  Dread- 
nought "  type  are  now  being  built  for  the- 
Brazilian  Government,  one  by  Messrs. 
Armstrong  and  one  by  Messrs.  Vickers. 
The  Admiralty  have  no  reason  to  suppose 
that  transfer  of  these  ships  to  any  other 
foreign  Power  is  contemplated. 

New  Torpedo  Destroyers. 
Mr.  NIELD  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secre- 
tary to  the  Admiralty  whether,  in  view 
of  the  efforts  now  being  made  by  Germany 
in  the  building  of  torpedo  destroyers,  he 
will  inform  th«^  House  when  the  sixteen 
vessels  of  that   type  in  the  new   naval 
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programme  for  the  year  are  to  be  put  out 
to  tender. 

Mr.  LAMBERT:  It  is  proposed  to 
lay  down  these  vessels  towards  the  end 
of  1908. 

Mr.  ARTHUR  LEE :  Will  the  hon. 
Gentleman  represent  to  the  Admiralty  the 
ad>'isability,  in  view  of  the  present  de- 
pressed condition  of  the  shipbuilding  trade, 
of  letting  these  contracts  at  the  earliest 

g)3sible  moment,  not  only  to  benefit  the 
xchequer  and  the  t4xpayers  and  to 
relieve  the  pressure  on  a  depressed 
industry,  but  at  the  same  time  to  secure 
the  use  of  these  much  needed  vessels  as 
soon  as  possible. 

Mr.  LAMBERT  :  I  shall  be  pleased  to 
convey  the  representations  of  the  hon. 
Gentleman  to  my  colleagues  at  the 
Admiralty. 

New  Battleships. 
Mr.  XIELD  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary 
to  the  Admiralcv  if  the  "  Bellerophon," 
"Collingwood,""and  "Superb,"  will  be 
ready  for  service  with  the  Fleet  within 
twenty -four  months  of  the  date  upon 
which  they  were  commenced. 

Mr.  LAMBERT:  Yes,  so  far  as  can 
be  seen  at  present. 

Good  Condnct  Pay  in  the  Navy. 
Mr.  MALLET  (Plymouth) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty 
whether  in  view  of  the  increase  of  £8,000 
for  good  conduct  pay  in  this  year's  Esti- 
mates, it  is  intended  to  grant  good  con- 
duct pay  in  future  to  those  ratings  who 
at  present  have  good  conduct  badges 
without  good  conduct  pay. 

Mr.  LAMBERT  :  No,  Sir  :  the  £8,000 
referred  to  is  to  provide  for  the  automatic 
increase  in  the  number  of  badges  to 
which  |xiy  is  attachevi. 

Warrant  Officers. 
Mr.  M  ALLKT  :  I  rkg  to  ask  the  Secre- 
tary to  the  Admiralty  whether,  in  view 
of  the  i;icre;ise  oontiniplated  in  this  years 
EstimiUrs  oi  £9,1-5  for  warrant  otMcers. 
it  is  intended  tc*  pro:no:e  any  nevv  ratings 
to  th  it  rank. 


Mr.  LAMBERT :  No  portion  of  this 
increase  relates  to  the  possible  estabUsh- 
ment  of  warrant  rank  for  certain  classes 
who  do  not  now  possess  it. 

Officers  of  Cadet  dorps  and  the  Territoriil 
Force. 
Earl  WINTERTON:  I  beg  io  ask 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  War  whether 
officers  of  school  cadet  corps,  forming 
part  of  the  Officers  Training  Corps, 
will  be  permitted  also  to  hold  com- 
missions in  the  local  Territorial  bat- 
talion to  which  their  companies  are 
attached ;  and,  if  so,  whether  their  camp 
attendance  and  drills  with  the  Officers 
Training  Corps  will  enable  them  to 
become  efficient. 

The  secretary  of  STATE  por 
WAR  (Mr.  H  ldane,  Haddington): 
Officers  of  the  Officers  Training  Corps 
will  be  gazetted  to  Commissions  as 
Officers  of  the  Territorial  Force.  The 
units  of  the  Officers  Training  Corps  will 
not  be  affiliated  to  local  Territorial  nnita. 
Officers  of  the  Training  Corps  or  offieers 
of  a  Territorial  unit  seconded  ^or  service 
with  the  Training  Corps  will  do  duty 
entirely  with  the  Training  Corps.  If  the 
noble  Lord  will  kindly  refer  to  the 
Special  Army  Order,  published  on  March 
16th,  he  will,  I  think,  find  full  informa- 
tion in  i-egard  to  the  Training  Corps. 

The  Deficiency  of  (MBesn- 
Mr.  a.  L.  STANLEY  (Chediiie, 
Eddisbury) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  SSecreCaiy 
of  State  for  War  whether  he  will  state 
the  amount  he  has  placed  in  the  Estimates 
for  making  good  the  deficiency  of  offieers; 
and  whether  he  can  give  any  estimate  of 
the  number  of  reserve  officers  of  the  new 
class  he  hopes  to  get  in  the  coarse  of  this 
year. 

Mr.  HALDAXE:  The  amount  in- 
eluded  in  the  Estimates  of  1908-9  under 
the  new  scheme  for  the  provision  of 
Reserve  Officers  is  £50,000.  I  cannot 
usefully  attempt  to  give  any  estimate  of 
the  numbers  of  the  new  class  likely  to 
join  during  the  year,  but  I  shall  be  glad 
hj  get  as  many  as  will  come.  In  additicm 
1  hope  that  a  very  large  proportioQ  oi 
t':.e  exist i:ig  Militia  offieers  wiU  join  the 
new  Keser^r.  I  am  glad  to  take  this 
opp.rtuniiy  of  correcting  the  mistake 
wiiich  <:»courreil  in  the  reportof  my  speech 
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on  Army  Estimates  this  year  with  regard 
to  the  sum  available  for  this  purpose. 

The  Northomherland  Fnsilien— Transfer 
of  Officers. 

Earl  WINTERTON  :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  War  whether 
twelve  officers  of  the  Northumberland 
Fusiliers  have  been  notified  that  they 
will  be  compulsorily  transferred  to  other 
regiments  without  compensation;  and, 
if  so,  what  are  the  reasons  for  this  depar- 
ture from  the  poli^^y  previously  laid 
down. 

Mr.  LAMBTON  (Durham,  S.E.) :  At 
the  same  time  may  I  ask  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  War  if  the  Army  Council  is 
about  to  transfer  a  large  number  of 
officers  from  the  Northumberland 
Fusiliers  and  other  regiments;  whether 
consideration  will  be  paid  to  the  great 
expense  which  will  be  incurred  by  such 
officers  in  removals  and  outfits ;  and  if 
the  fact  that  many  officers  have  sacrificed 
Army  seniority  to  join  these  regiments 
on  account  of  territorial  and  family 
associations  will  be  recognised. 


Mr.  HALDANE:  The  reduced  regi- 
ments have  a  large  excess  of  officers  over 
Establishment.  So  far,  very  few  officers 
have  volunteered  for  transfer  to  other 
regiments,  and  in  the  interests  of  the 
reduced  regiments,  the  Army  Council 
have  deemed  it  expedient  to  resort  to 
compulsory  transfer.  Officers  so  trans- 
ferred will  be  compensated  for  any 
necessary  expense  entailed  in  change  of 
uniform. 

Mr.  LAMBTON  :  Will  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  answer  the  last  part  of  my 
Question  1 

Mr.  HALDANE  :  Yes ;  that  point 
will  be  considered  and  taken  into  account. 

Mr.  ASHLEY  (Lancashire,  Blackpool): 
On  what  basis  will  the  compensation  be 
calculated  ? 

Mr.  HALDANE  :  Thoy  will  be  com- 
pensated for  any  expense  involved  by  the 
change  of  uniform.  That  is  the  general 
principle,  and  any  specially  hard  case  will 
be  considered. 


Territorial  Force— Walking-out  Dress. 

Mr.  PIKE  PEASE  (Darlington)  :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  what  decision  has  been  arrived  at  iu 
connection  with  the  walking  out  dress  of 
the  Territorial  Force  ? 

Mr.  HALDANE  :  No  decision  has  yet 
been  reached,  except  that  they  are  to 
have  walking-out  dress. 

Honorary  Bank  in  the  Territorial  Force* 
Mr.  pike  pease  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  whether,  with 
a  view  to  encourage  present  officers  to 
continue  in,  and  fresh  officers  to  join,  the 
new  Territorial  Force,  he  can  see  his  way 
to  accelerate  the  granting  of  honorary 
rank  after  twelve  years  service  instead 
of  fifteen  years,  as  at  present  ? 

Mr.  HALDANE :  Honorary  rank  will 
not  be  given  in  addition  to  substantive 
rank  in  the  Territorial  Force.  Brevet 
promotion  for  distinguished  service  in 
the  field  or  for  meritorious  or  distin- 
guished service  of  an  exceptional  nature 
other  than  in  the  field  will  however  be 
granted.  As  I  have  already  informed 
the  House,  officers  now  holding  honorary 
rank  in  the  Yeomanry  or  Volunteers  will 
retain  it  on  transfer  to  the  Territorial 
Force. 

Volunteer  Officers  Uniform  Expenses. 

Mr.  WHITEHEAD  (Essex,  S.E.) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  whether,  having  regard  to  the  cost 
of  uniform  and  the  other  expenses  of 
Volunteer  officers,  he  will  give  instruc- 
tions that  changes  in  uniform  now  ren- 
dered necessary  by  the  substitution  of 
the  Territorial  Army  for  the  Volunteers 
shall  be  as  few  as  possible  and  their  ex- 
pense rigidly  kept  down;  and  whether 
the  War  Office  will  defray  the  expenses 
caused  to  Volunteer  officers  by  such 
changes. 

Mr.  HALDANE :  As  I  have  already 
explained  to  the  House,  when  the  transfer 
necessitates  an  alteration  of  uniform  the 
officer  will  be  eligible  for  a  grant  to 
cover  the  actual  expenditure  involved  for 
purchase  or  alteration  of  uniform  not  ex- 
ceeding £20  in  all.  I  can  assure  my  hon. 
friend  that  the  principle  of  observing 
economy  in  regard  to  the  dress  of  the 
Territorial  Force  has  been  kept  in  view. 
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Canadian  Army  Bifle. 
Mr,  GOULDING  (Worcester) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
whether  his  attention  has  been  called  to 
the  investigations  of  the  Public  Accounts 
Committee  of  the  Canadian  Parliament 
in  respect  to  the  Canadian-made  rifle 
which  has  taken  the  place  of  the  British- 
made  rifle  with  which  the  Canadian  forces 
were  formerly  armed ;  whether  the 
essential  parts  of  this  rifle  are  not  made  in 
Canada  but  in  Pittsburg,  Hartford,  Attle- 
boro',  and  other  p^rts  of  the  United 
States ;  and  whether,  seeing  that  in  case 
of  national  emergency  the  Canadian  sup- 
ply of  rifles  might  be  seriously  aff"ected, 
he  proposes  to  make  any  suggestion  on 
the  subject  to  the  Canadian  Government. 

Mr.  HALDANE  :  I  do  not  propose  to 
take  any  sieps  to  interfere  in  this  matter 
which  is  one  that  must  be  left  to  the 
Canadian  Government  to  settle. 

Indian  Mutiny  Pensions. 
*Mr.  WATT:  I  beg  to  ask  the  I 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  whether ! 
his  attention  has  been  called  to  the  ! 
fact  that,  where  a  veteran  is  in  receipt ; 
of  a  pension  on  account  of   twenty-one  I 

{ears  service  served  subsequent  to  the  ' 
ndian  Mutiny,  and  afterwards  on  attain- 1 
ing  seventy  years  of  age  becomes  entitled 
to  the  extra  Is.  a  day  on  account  of  the  \ 
Indian   Mutiny  service,  it  is  the  habit,  ' 
intitead     of    adding    the    two    pensions  \ 
together,  to  make  a  deduction  from  the 
above  mentioned  Is.,  to  the  loss  of  the 
soldier ;  and   whether    he    will   remedy 
this  in  tho  cases  now  existing. 

Mr.  HALDANE:  An  Indii.n  Mutiny 
veteran  or  other  soldier  who  has  serveil 
in  a  camjxiigu  and  is  already  in  receipt  of 
a  pension  does  not  get  an  extni  Is.  a  day 
on  aitiiining  tho  age  of  seventy,  but  may 
be  granted  an  increase  up  to  Is.  if  his 
pension  previously  was  loss. 

*Mr.  WATT:  Can  th.^  right  \\on. 
Gentleman  give  any  jKirtioular  reason 
why  a  man  in  those  oirounistanoos  shouKl 
lose  this  Is.  ! 

Mk.  HALHANK  asktnl  for  iiotioo  of  a 
Question  with  roforonoo  to  a  |Kutioa!ar 
case. 

The  Scottish  Horse. 

Mr.  HOWKKMAN  ^iVptttuxn:  1  l»og 
to  ask   tiio  Sooivtarv  of  State  tor  War 


whether  he  is  aware  that  recruiting  for 
the  Scottish  Horse  is  left  in  the  hands  d 
the  troopers,  who  can  object  to  and  pre- 
vent the  recruiting  of  any  individual  on 
account  of  social  inequality  ;  and,  if  not, 
whether  he  will  have  the  matter  inquired 
into  with  a  view  to  the  piactice  being 
stopped. 

Mr.  HALDANE  :  The  General  Officer 
Commanding-in-Chief  concerned  has  heen 
requested  to  furnish  a  Report  on  thii 
matter. 

Mr.  BOWERMAN  :  Is  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  aware  that  a  young  fellow 
with  a  strong  desire  to  join  the  regiment 
was  rejected,  on  the  ground  that  he  was 
badly  dressed  and  did  not  wear  a  collar 
and  tie  ? 

Mr.  HALDANE :  I  am  not  aware  of 

it,  but  inquiry  is  being  made. 

Secretaries  of  County  Associations. 

Viscount  VALENTIA  (Oxford) :  I  b€« 
to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War  if  it 
is  the  intention  of  the  Arm^  Council  to 
deprive  a  secretary  to  a  Territorial  Force 
Association  of  his  temporary  retired  pay 
awarded  under  Article  510  of  the  Anny 
Pay  Warrant. 

Mr.  HALDANE :  Officers  drawing 
retired  pay  while  serving  in  the  Militia 
under  the  conditions  of  Article  510  of  the 
Pay  Warrant  will  not  be  eligible  for  the 
post  of  secretary.  If  they  wish  to  take 
such  a  post  they  must  leave  the  Militia. 
Officers  serving  in  the  Yeomanry  under 
the  conditions  of  Article  510  must  be 
seconded  before  taking  the  post  of 
seci'etary,  and  consequently  cannot  fulfil 
the  conditions  as  to  attending  the  annual 
training  under  which  the  grant  of  £100 
per  annum  is  made.  In  all  other  cases 
whore  officers  already  in  receipt  of 
retired  pay  are  appointed  secretaries  of 
County  Associations,  they  will  continue 
to  ilraw  their  retired  pay  as  before. 

Mk.  ARTHUR  LEE :  Is  the  right  hon. 
(lontlenian  aware  of  a  specific  case  in  the 
Homo  Counties  in  which  an  officer  who 
has  boon  apjK»inted  secretary  of  a  County 
Assiviation  at  a  salary  of  £50  has  bj^oing 
so  ti^rfoitod  retired  pay  at  the  inwe  <S 
t'lOO  a  year?  Does*  the  War  Office 
intotid  to  make  it  impossible  for  officers 
of   military  experience  to  accept  these 


1073 


Questions, 


{23  March  1908} 


Questions, 


1074 


appointments  without  serious  pecuniary 
loss? 

Mr.  HALDANE:  That  is  founded  on 
complete  misapprehension.  If  an  officer 
is  on  retired  pay,  then  he  can  take  a 
County  Association  secretaryship  and 
draw  the  salary  in  addition  to  the  retired 
pay.  If  he  is  paid  the  £100  under  the 
Article  510  for  officiating  in  some  capacity 
as  a  retired  regular  in  the  Militia,  he 
cannot  fulfil  the  two  functions  for  the 
State,  and  he  cinnot  be  paid  for  two 
duties  which  are  incompatible. 

Mr.  ASHLEY :  Is  not  the  retired  pay 
in  consideration  of  services  rendered 
while  the  officer  in  question  was  in  the 
Army,  and  has  nothing  to  do  with  the 
Militia? 

Mr.  HALDANE :  No.  The  case  put 
under  the  article  is  a  case  where  the 
officer  has  actually  been  appointed  to  a 
position  in  the  Army,  Militia,  or  Yeo- 
manry, as  the  case  may  be,  which  is 
inconsistent  with  his  giving  his  time  to 
the  duties  of  the  other  position.  He 
cannot  do  both,  and  cannot  be  paid^  for 
both. 

Mr.  ASHLEY :  But  is  not  the  retired 
pay  which  this  gentleman  receives  pay 
given  him  in  consideration  of  Army 
service,  and  has  nothing  to  do  with  Militia 
service  1 

Mr.  HALDANE:  No;  the  theory  is 
that  if  an  officer  undertakes  duties  in 
connection  with  the  Militia  he  cannot 
also  undertake  duties  in  connection  with 
the  County  Association.  • 

Viscoi'NT  VALENTIA:  In  counties 
where  the  secretary's  salary  is  £50,  and 
the  office r  appointed  is  in  receipt  of  a 
pension  of  £100  under  the  Army  Pay 
Warrant  he  then  is  called  upon  to  pay  £50 
out  of  his  own  pocket  ior  the  privilege  of 
serving  as  secretary  to  the  County 
Association. 

Mr.  HALDANE:  If  he  has  retired 
pay  as  such  he  can  take  the  position  of 
secretary  to  the  Association,  but  if,  on 
the  other  hand,  he  fills  a  position  in  the 
Militia  for  which  he  is  paid,  then  he 
mu=?t  resign  it  if  he  flesiros  the  appoint- 
ment of  socretarv.  .  if  •.^-  -^ 


Viscount  VALENTIA  rose  to  put  a 
further  Question. 

♦Mr.  SPEAKER:  I  think  notic© 
should  be  given  of  any  further  Question. 

Expert  Opinion  on  the  Army  Scheme. 
Mb.  BOWLES  (Lambeth,  Norwood) 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  when  he  intends  to  lay  upon  the 
Table  of  the  House  the  documents  com- 
piled by  Sir  John  French,  Sir  Neville 
Lyttelton,  and  General  Haig,  Director  of 
Military  Training,  from  which  he  quoted 
at  length  in  the  debate  of  Thursday  last 

Mr.  HALDANE:  The  hon.  Member 
will  find  these  documents  printed  in 
extenso  in  Hansard. 

In  reply  to  Mr.  Remnant  (Finsbury, 
Holborn), 

Mr.  HALDANE  was  understood  to  say 
that  these  officers  were  among  the  greatest 
experts  in  artillery  this  country  possessed. 

Mr.  remnant  rose  to  put  a  further 
Question. 

♦Mr.  speaker  said  notice  should  be 
given. 

The  Sale  of  the  '*  Coach  and  Horses  " 
by  the  V7ar  Office. 

Mr  BOTTOMLEY  (Hackney,  S.) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Prime  Minister  whether 
he  is  aware  that  the  Coach  and  Horses 
Inn  at  Portsmouth  was  recently  sold  by 
the  War  Office  for  the  sum  of  £10,000 
shortly  before  the  introduction  of  the 
Licensing  Bill,  and  that  the  purchaser 
complains  th^t  had  he  been  aware  of  the 
intention  of  the  Government  to  attach 
a  time  limit  of  fourteen  years  to  all 
licences  he  would  not  have  purchased  the 
property  at  the  price  he  paid,  and  that 
the  profits  of  the  inn  are  inadequate  to 
enable  him  during  the  contemplated  time 
limit  to  provide  the  necessary  sinking 
found  for  the  redemption  of  his  licence ; 
and  whether,  in  those  circumstances,  the 
Government  will  consider  the  justice  of 
either  annulling:  the  contract  for  the  sale 
or  returning  a  substantial  portion  of  the 
purchase  price. 

Mr.  HALDANE :  No  complaint  has 
reached  the  War  Office.  I  am  unable  to 
^ive  any  explanation   further   than   that 


1075 


Questions, 


{COMMONS} 


QuesiianB. 


io:« 


already  afforded  to  the  House  in  reply  to 
previous  Questions  on  this  subject.  The 
Government  do  not  propose  to  annul  this 
contract. 

Mr.  remnant  :  Before  the  Govern- 
ment fixed  a  reserve  price  in  this  case, 
had  its  own  valuer  placed  the  value  of 
the  licence  of  this  house  at  X7,500  1 

Mr,  bottom  LEY:  Before  he  con- 
cludod  the  stile  of  this  property,  was  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  personally  ac- 
quainted with  the  terms  of  the  Licensing 
Bill? 

Mr.  HALDANE:  The  property  was 
put  up  in  the  ordinary  course.  It  was 
well  known  to  the  public  that  the 
Governmont  proposed  to  deal  with  the 
whole  ijuostion  of  licensing. 

Mr.  JOHN  WAKl):  Is  it  usual  for 
purchasers  of  Oovornnient  property  under  | 


Mr.  LUPTON  (Lincolnshire,  Sl» 
ford) :  Has  the  purchaser  definitely  asM 
to  be  relieved  of  his  bargain  ? 


xMr.    HALDANE: 
aware  of. 


Not    that    I  am 


Mr.  STANLEY  WILSON  (Yorkshire. 
E.R.,  Holdemess) :  If  he  does  ask  whit 
will  the  right  hon.  GbBotleman  do  ? 


♦Mr,  SPEAKER: 
thetical  Question. 


That    is   a  hypo^ 


Army  (Annual)  Bill. 
Mk.  ASHLEY  (Lancashire,  BlackH) 
asked  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
whether,  as  copies  of  the  Army  Annaal 
Bill,  which  was  down  for  Second  Bead- 
ing that  evening,  had  not  been  dis- 
tributed, he  woula  postpone  the  measure 
so  OS  to  allow  Memoers  the  opportunitr 
of  making  themselves  acquainted  with 
its  proposals. 


the  >yar  Office,  when  they  make  a  bad        ^j,.   HALDANE  said  that  no  one  re- 
Kirgain,  to  ex|HH>t  compc^n^uion  'I  !  ^^^^^^^^  „^^^^  ^y^^^  ^e  did  that,  owing  to 

:  the  deUy  at  the  printers,  there  were  not 
Mr.     LY  rrKLTOX     ^St.    George's.  \  more  copies  at   the  Vote  Office,  bu!;  he 
Hanover  Square)  :    Dih?^  the  right  hon.  :  s-  nt   to  hon.  Members  interested  a  copy 


Oentloman  think  that  the  intention  of 
the  (government  to  impose  a  time  limit 
should  have  had  a  material  effect  in  this 
transaction,  auvl  that  its  failure  to  disclose 
this  fact  was  not  a  mat  trial  omission  : 
and  under  t!ie  eirvunnstanees,  iloes 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  consider  it 
fair  thai  the  War  Othoe  should  retain 
the  whole  i^f  the  p;;rihase  money,  while 
it  is  q;;ite  clear  that  the  purchaser — 
[Cries  of  ••  Spcivh."  and  "  Order."] 


last  week.  Copies  of  the  Bill  were  now 
available  in  the  Vote  Office.  He  hoped 
the  House  would  consent  to  the  Second 
Keading  of  the  Bill  that  evening,  as  it 
contained  no  new  principle,  and  its  pro- 
pi^Siils  could  be  discussed  in  Committee, 
w  hich  would  be  ^et  down  for  the  morning 
>itiiiig  on  Wednesday.  With  the  ex- 
ception of  three  drafting  Amendments, 
the  Hill  was  identically  the  same  as  that 
of  lat  vear. 


Mk.  H.VMWNK:  I  have  ali 


alv  Hid  Martial  Law  in  Natal. 

that  no  comp»;i:i:  has  leaoh.v.  ihe  War  >!«•     HERBERT     (Buckinghamshire, 

<Mee  fr^^m  tl:e  punhaser.    and  if  there  ^^yoombe):    1   Wg   to^  ask ^the ^Under- 
had  been  anv  vo:v.;Mai:\:   he  wouKi  have 


fount i  i:  ^e:y  ».i 
ar.v  inrelliciv^'O 


Mk.   HorroMi.v.v 

riiih:  V.vv..  ine-.:"r:v..»:\ 
otV.er    Me:v.V'or>  x^ 

ir..:v.i  y.s;    :-..a>s  .  : 


Has  n.-^:  :r.o 
,»!'.  in  ».v^:v.;v.o:i  with 
th;    Hv\;se.    revoi".  e: 


t- 


;..i\o  :\vO'.v; 


Score: ary  ot  State  for  the  Colonies 
whether  a!iy  armed  resistance  to  the 
■^rvi:!\:iry  I.nw  is  apprehended  in  Natal 
.:  the  ^nvlan^aiion  of  martial  law  were 
r,...v  w.thdrawn  :  and.  if  not,  why  the 
i.v\t::.-.r  ^ioes  r.oi  now  withdraw  the 
;  ■  • . ".  .i  r.-.  a : : . '  :\  a  n  i  i  e  i  min  aie  the  bUb  pen  - 


r-i  ;  X;n:K  SECRETARY  OF  STATE 
y  :.  .:i::  *.  •. 'l.  'N ll->  ^Mr.  Churchill, 
M..  .  lister.  N.W.t:  lam  afraid  that  I 
...:.:.;  aoi  anything  to  my  reply  given 
V ::  :h(.   4:h  «.»:  March,  namely,  that  the 


1077 


Questions. 


{23  March  1908} 


Questio7is. 


1098 


Secretary  of  State  is  advised  that  in  a 
self  governing  colony  martial  law  can 
only  be  proclaimed  or  revoked  on  the 
advice  of  Ministers. 

•  Wages  in  the  Transvaal 
Sir  gilbert  PARKER  (Gravesend) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Under-Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Colonies  what  were  the  amounts  of 
wages  paid  to  white,  native,  and  Chinese 
labour  respectively,  for  the  years  1905 
and  1907. 

Mr.  CHURCHILL:  The  wages  paid 
on  gold  mines  in  the  Transvaal  for  the 
yeard  ending  30th  June,  1905,  and  30th 
June,  1907,  those  being  the  periods 
covered  by  the  Transvaal  Government 
mining  engineers  reports,  are  as  follows : — 
Year  ending  30th  June,  1905  :  to  whites, 
je4,465,000,oraddingsalariesje5,27  3,000; 
to  coloured,  £2,527,000;  to  Chinese 
£345,000.  Year  ending  30th  June,  1907  : 
to  whites,  £5,407,000,  or  adding  salaries 
£6,356,000;  to  coloured,  £2,906,000; 
to  Chinese,  £1,217,000. 

Imports  of  Mine  Stores  in  South  Africa. 
Sir  gilbert  PARKER :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Under-Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies  what  was  the  value  of  stores  for 
the  mines  imported  during  the  years 
1905  and  1907,  respectfully. 

Mr.  CHURCHILL:  For  the  year 
ended  30th  June,  1905,  the  period 
covered  by  the  report  of  the  Government 
mining  engineer,  the  total  value  of  stores 
consumed  by  the  mines  and  the  mining 
concerns  in  the  Transvaal  was  £7,375,000 ; 
for  the  year  ended  30th  June,  1907, 
£8,447,000.  I  cannot  say  how  much  of 
these  totals  was  imported. 

Abandoned  Mining  Claims  in  the 
Transvaal. 
Sir  gilbert  PARKER:  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Under-Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies  what  were  the  number  of  mining 
claims  abandoned  in  the  Transvaal  during 
the  years  1906  and  1907,  respectively. 

Mr.  CHURCHILL  :  I  regret  that  the 
information  in  the  Colonial  Office  does 
not  enable  me  to  answer  the  Question. 

Transvaal  Railway  Revenue. 
Sir  gilbert  PARKER :   I  beg  to 
ask  the  Under-Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies  what  was  the  railway  revenue 


of  the  Transvaal  for  the  years  1904, 1905, 
1906,  and  1907,  respectively. 

Mr.  CHURCHILL:  The  financial 
returns  of  the  Inter  Colonial  Council  do 
not  show  Transvaal  railway  revenues 
separately.  The  total  nett  receipts  of  the 
Central  South  African  Railways  were  : 
1903-4,  £1,617,000 ;  1904-5,  £1,760,000; 
1905-6,  £914.000;  1906-7,  £551,000. 
The  figure  given  for  1906-7  is 
approximate,  and  in  comparing  that  year 
and  1905-6  with  previous  years,  allowance 
must  be  made  for  the  fact  that  by  a 
change  in  book-keeping  expenditure, 
amounting  to  rather  more  than  £700,000, 
being  interest  and  sinking  fund  on  that 
portion  of  the  Guaranteed  Loan  of 
£35,000,000.  which  was  devoted  to 
distinctively  railway  services,  was  taken 
into  account  as  a  railwa}'  liability  before 
the  figure  for  iiett  receipts  was  arrived  at. 

Transvaal  Revenue. 
Sir  gilbert  PARKER  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Under-Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies  what  was  the  revenue  of  the 
Transvaal  for  the  years  1904, 1905,  1906, 
and  1907  respectively. 

Mr.  CHURCHILL:  The  ordinary 
revenue  of  the  Transvaal  was  as  follows. 
The  financial  year  is  from  June  to 
June:— 1903-4,  £4,423,000;  1904-5, 
£4,387,000;  1905-6,  £4,587,000;  1906-7, 
£4,371,000. 

The  Arrest  of  Mr.  Luxenburg,  at  Odessa* 
Sir  WILLIAM  BIFLL  (Hammer- 
smith) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  Foreign  Affairs  whether  his 
attention  has  been  called  to  the  arrest 
and  detention  in  Odessa  of  Mr.  Luxen- 
burg,  a  British  merchant ;  and  whether 
His  Majesty's  Government  is  taking  any 
action  in  the  matter. 

The  following  Questions  on  the  same 
subject  also  appeared  on  the  Paper  : 

Mr.  MITCHELL-THOMSON  (Lanark- 
shire, N.W.) :  To  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  Foreign  Affairs  whether  he  has 
any  official  information  with  regard  to 
the  position  of  Mr.  Luxenburg,  who  is 
reported  to  have  been  imprisoned  at 
Odessa  without  trial ;  whether  Mr. 
Luxenburg  is  a  British  subject ;  and,  if 
so,  what  steps  are  being  taken  to  secure 
tliat  he  shall  receive  either  trial  or 
release. 
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Mr.  FLETCHER  (Hampstead) :  To 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs  what  steps  have  been  or  are  being 
taken  to  learn  tbe  offence  charged  against 
Mr.  Nicholas  Luxenburg,  a  naturalised  \ 
British  subject,  who  has  been  arrested 
under  orders  given  by  the  Russian 
Government  at  St.  Petersburg  to  their 
representatives  at  Odessa,  and  cast  into 
prison  ;  and  whether  the  Russian  Govern- 
ment have  given  to  our  Government 
satisfactory  information  justifying  Mr. 
Luxenburg 's  detention. 

Mr.  LAIDLAW  (Renfrewshire,  E.) : 
To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affairs  if  Mr.  Nicholas  Luxen 
burg,  a  British  subject,  who  was  arrested 
at  Odessa  on  a  charge  of  carrying  sediti- 
ous and  criminal  literature,  has  been 
released  j  what  explanation,  if  any,  has 
been  received  irom  the  Russian 
authorities ;  and  if  he  will  press  for  com- 
pensation being  paid  to  Mr.  Luxenburg. 

The  FINANCIAL  SECRETARY  to 
THE  TREASURY  (Mr.  Runciman,  Dews 
bury ;  for  Sir  Edward  Grey)  :  The 
attention  of  my  right  hon.  friend  was 
called  to  the  case  of  Mr.  Luxenburg,  a 
naturalised  British  subject  of  German 
origin,  born  at  Warsaw,  and  His  Majesty's 
Ambassador  at  St.  Petersburg  was  in- 
structed to  make  representations  to  the 
Russian  ^linister  for  Foreign  Atfairs  on 
the  subject.  It  would  appear  that  Mr. 
Luxenburg  was  arrested  oy  order  of  the 
competont  authorities,  by  virtue  of  the 
provisions  of  the  law  on  the  state  of  siege 
actually  in  vigour  at  Odessa,  on  the  charge 
of  revolutionary  pro|>;igan(la  in  Russia. 
It  appears  thai  his  sister  is  a  well-known 
revoli  tionary.  A  special  in«iuiry  was 
opi'ne<l,  ami  :Sir  A.  Nii:olsi»n  now  repoits 
that  Mr.  I^uxen]>urg  has  boon  releasoil. 
No  further  details  have  as  yet  been 
received,  and  my  right  hi>n.  friend  is 
unable  to  make  any  statement  on  the 
question  of  compensation. 


Civil  List  Pension  for  Dr.  Hall  Edwards. 
Sir  (^ILBKRT  PAKKKK  :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  l*iinie  Minister  whether  tlio 
Government  can  seo  its  \\ay  to  making 
some  provision  for  l>r.  Hall  Edwainis, 
whose  sutlV rings  in  the  eauso  of  science 
and  for  the  benetii  of  humanity  are 
known  to  all. 


The  chancellor  of  the  EX- 
CHEQUER  (Mr.  Asquith,  Fifeshire, 
E.) :  The  hon.  Member's  suggestion  hu 
been  anticipated  by  my  right  hon.  friend, 
on  whose  advice  the  Kin^  has  been 
pleased  to  confer  a  Civil  List  pension 
of  £120  upon  Dr.  Hall  Edwards  from 
1st  April  last. 

Swansea  Dock  Fatalities. 
Mk.  JOHN  WARD  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depa^^ 
ment  ^%hether  his  attention  has  been 
drawn  to  the  case  of  Patrick  Long,  who 
was  killed  by  accident  on  the  New  Kings 
Dock,  Swansea,  on  Saturday,  7th  March ; 
whether  this  was  the  third  fatal  accident 
on  these  works  within  seven  days: 
whether  his  Department  was  represented 
at  the  inquest ;  if  so,  under  what  Act  or 
Order  was  the  Department  authorised  to 
interfere  in  these  cases  ;  and  whether  the 
Notice  of  Accident  Act  of  1894,  which 
places  accidents  occurring  on  docks  in 
course  of  construction  under  the  juris- 
diction of  the  Board  of  Trade,  has  been 
repealed. 

The  secretary  op  STATE    for 

THE  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Mr.  Glad- 

STONE,  Leeds,  W.) :  I  have  made  inquiry 

as  to  the  case  mentioned  in  the  Question. 

Notice  of  the  accident  was  sent  by  the 

contractors  to  the  factory  inspector,  and 

the  inspector  attended  the  inquest.     The 

only  accidents  in   connection    with  the 

construction  of  a  dock  which  are  report- 

I  able  to  the  factory  inspector  are  tnose 

I  which  fall  under  Section  105  of  the  Act 

I  relating  to  the  construction  of  buildings, 

and  it  is  not  clear  from  the  inspector's 

report   whether  the  case  came   strictly 

within   that   section ;  but  I   understand 

that   the  contractors   have   reported  all 

accidents  on  these  works  to  the  Factory 

Department.      The    application    of    the 

Notices  of  Accidents  Act  of  1 894  to  docks 

was  repealed  by  the  Factory  Act  of  1895. 

I  I  understand  that  another  fatal  accident, 

I  causinii   three  deiiths,   occurred   on   the 

'  Siime  works  five  days  before. 

Mr.  JOHN  WARD :  What  section  of 
the  Factory  Act  repeals  the  Notice  of 
Accidents  Acts  ? 

Mk.  i;LADST0NE:  The  state  of  the 

law  with  reganl  to  the  conatracfeion  of 

.  docks  is  undoubtedly  veiy  uncertauii  and 
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1  propose  to  deal  with  the  matter  in  a 
small  Bill  this  session. 

The  Children  BilL 
Mr.  SLOAN  (Belfast,  S.) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department  if  be  can  say  when  the 
Second  Reading  of  the  Children  Bill  will 
be  taken. 

Mr.  GL\DST0XE:  To-morrow. 

Glapham  Junction  and  Wimbledon 
Stations. 

Mr.  BOWERMAN  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department  whether  he  has  received 
petitions  from  the  cab- drivers  of  Glapham 
Junction,  Battersea,  and  Wimbledon, 
praying  for  the  opening  of  Glapham 
Junction  and  Wimbledon  stations  in 
accordance  with  the  London  Gab  and 
Stage  Carriage  Act,  1907 ;  if  so,  whether 
he  can  state  what  reply  he  has  given  or 
intends  to  give  to  the  petitions ;  and 
whether  he  will  put  the  Act  into  operation 
at  Beckenham  Junction,  Blackheath,  and 
East  and  West  Groydon  stations. 

Mr.  GLADSTONE :  Petitions  respect- 
ing Glapham  Junction  and  Wimbledon 
have  been  received  and  are  under  my 
consideration,  but  1  am  not  yet  in  a 
position  to  give  a  definite  answer  either 
as  regards  those  stations  or  the  others 
mentioned  by  the  hon.  Member. 

Boys  for  the  Mercantile  Marine. 
Mr.  ALDEN  (Middlesex,  Totten- 
ham) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Home  Department  whether 
he  can  state  the  number  of  boys 
returned  as  gone  to  sea  from  industrial 
and  reformatory  schools  respectively  in 
1906  and  1907  ;  whether  he  is  able  to  say 
how  many  of  these  boys  were  permanently 
started  upon  a  bona  fide  seafaring  life,  and 
how  many  were  merely  sent  on  small 
coasting  vessels  ;  and,  if  such  information 
is  not  to  hand,  whether  he  will  cause 
instructions  to  bo  given  for  an  annual 
Return  to  be  made  by  the  reformatory  and 
industrial  schools  showing  the  number  of 
boys  who  have  definitely  entered  either 
the  Royal  Navy  or  the  mercantile  marine. 

Mr.  GLADSTONE :  The  number  of 
boys  returned  as  gone  to  sea  in  1906 
from  industrial  schools  was  403,  the 
number  from  reformatory  schools,  128. 


The  corresponding  Returns  for  1907  are 
not  yet  completed.  In  these  Returns  no 
distinction  is  made  between  the  Royal 
Navy  land  the  mercantile  marine,  or 
between  coasting  and  other  vessels  ;  but 
an  indication  of  the  degree  of  permanence 
of  the  employment  is  furnished  by  the 
figures  on  pages  43,  57,  and  116,  of  the 
Inspector's  fiftieth  Report.  These  show 
that  during  the  three  years  1903-1905, 
1,878  boys  were  discharged  or  licensed 
to  sea,  and  that  at  the  end  of  the  year 
1906,  325  of  these  boys  were  serving  in 
the  Royal  Navy,  934  in  the  mercantile 
marine,  while  108  were  fishermen — a 
total  of  1,367.  I  will  consider  the  sug- 
gestion made  in  the  last  sentence  of  my 
hon.  friend's  Question. 

Training  of  Boy  Seamen. 
Mr.  CHARLES  McARTHUR  (Liver- 
pool, Kirkdale) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  Board  of  Trade  whether  it 
is  his  intention  to  take  steps  to  give 
effect  to  the  recommendations  of  the 
Committee  on  the  Supply  and  Training  of 
Boy  Seamen  for  the  Mercantile  Marine  ; 
ana  whether  the  matter  will  come  before 
Parliament  in  any  way. 

The    PARLIAMENTARY    SECRE- 
TARY TO  THE  BOARD  OF  TRADE  (Mr. 
Kbarley,   Devonport) :    The  Board  of 
Trade  regard  witn  sympathy  the  pro- 
posals made  by  the  Committee  with  the 
I  object  of  increasing  the  supply  of  trained 
I  British  seamen,  and  will  do  their  best  to 
'  give  effect   to  the  Committee^s  recom- 
,  mendations  if  it  is  found  to  be  practicable 
,  to  do  so.     Parliament  will  no  doubt  have 
an  opportunity  of  considering  any  action 


I  taken  by  the  Government  in  this  matter* 

I 

Oheap  Trains  Act,  1883. 
Mr.  BOWERMAN  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  whether 
it  is  his  intention,  during  the  present 
session  of  Parliament,  to  introduce  a 
Bill  to  amend  the  Cheap  Trains  Act  of 
1883. 

Mr.  KEARLEY:  The  question  ot 
cheap  trains  is  one  on  which  my  right 
hon.  friend  is  seeking  the  advice  of  the 
Conference  that  is  now  considering  various 
matters  relating  to  railways,  and  he  does 
not  think  it  will  be  practicable  to  deal 
with  this  particular  question  separately 
in  the  present  session. 
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Danish  Bacon  and  Lard. 
Mw.  HOLAND  (Kerry,  S.) :  I  beg  to 
nnk  the  rn^ident  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment l^^ani  whether  his  attention  hiis 
been  called  to  the  recent  prosecution,  in 
Denmark,  of  Alexander  Polsen,  manager 
of  the  Albion  l^acon  Curing  Factory, 
Holbeck,  Henmark,  for  malpractices  in 
the  curing  of  tuberculous  hogs  ami  for 
melting  down  discjised  hoes  in  the  lard 
|vin,  for  which  he  was  tinea  1,000  kroner  : 
whether  he  is  aware  that  the  average 
weekly  imjH>rt,itio»s  from  IVnmark,  in- 
clusive of  the  pnxiucts  of  this  factory, 
aiv  aNnit  13,000  Kdes  of  l^oon  :  and  can 
he  state  what  stops  he  projx^ses  to  t;ike 
to  pr\*vcnt  the  mtnxiuoiion  into  this 
country  of  tulvrculous  l^ai\Mi  and  lard 
friMu  the  Albion  or  any  other  susjxvtevi 
factory  in  Denmark, 

TuK  rKV:slDKXT  or  thi:  LOCAL 
CiOVEKNMKXT  WAKD  .Mr.  John 
Pl'KNS.  l^a::e^se3l^ :  1  Viudcrsidri^:  that  the 
jx^rso:;  r..c!.::o:uxi  in  ihc  Q;ie>t:oii  was. 
a: tor  s:ric:  invis:ipiri.^n  by  the  Dar»i>h 
M:n:s:<  r  .^f  Acri.u'.ir.re,  f.ned  for  r.ie'.tir*: 


?A>'V".  ay.::v.;i.s, 
f resi  a:  s  u*::-.r- 


^.AN  c 


i«rvi  vicTi^e.i  frvii:  i: 
:ha:  :hc  "..vr.i  wa<  re: 

I  Ar.*.  ;":;7"-.iv,  tr;*:  "re  w-;v>  i^;:  :.:?..'.  :o 
:  r^:~-A7k  :.*>  "  txp:T:v-i  ::   :h:> 


:v»:^f  *.: 


Mr.  VIVIAN  (Birkenhead):  Is  the 
right  hen.  Gentleman  aware  of  the  ex- 
treme disappointment  at  the  failure  to 
introduce  the  Bill  last  year,  and  of  the 
great  loss,  especially  in  regard  to  town- 
planning,  involved  in  the  delay  1 

Mr.  JOHN  BURNS  :  I  am  thoroughly 
alive  to  the  expectations  of  hon.  Members. 
They  cannot  exceed  my  own  desins, 
and  I  will  take  the  earliest  possible  oppor- 
tunity of  satisfying  them. 

Altham  Church  Bate. 
Sir  JOSEPH  LEESE  t  Lancashire. 
Accrington) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  President 
of  the  Local  Government  Boanj  whether 
he  has  had  his  attention  calle^i  Vj  'It 
demand  note  for  the  pa>-ineni  of  ch.ir:b 
rates  in  the  parish  of  Altfaam.  Lancashire. 
in  which  the  rat*  is  de^crih-ed  as  a  riic  ^^ 
defray  the  incidenial  expense*  o:  ::e 
parish  :  and  whe:her.  seeing  ihii  ::  is 
calculatevi  to  convey  lo  ihe  rat^nivr."* 
the  idea  that  the  rare  i?  enforcearif"  't 
law  when  the  dem&nd  noie  i*  qjtw-  :.V 
:he  collector  of  ire  ordinary  rates.  xi\ 
whei;  a  form  :<  ser;:  c»::i  like  ihr  car 
e  c-:»li<»:-!ta£.ii  -x  syh 
lake    «ir  si/tDs  m 


:»fv:  •    i^£   •"  -    -•  T:-*.  T 


r.o:-.y  use»c 

',  he  prop.-*»e< 
usit-er. 


•  -V 


M?.-  JOHN    BVPJCS  ■    My    ar:-r:i:o 
hi*   Virtn   c-Alle-i  ::■  :Li*   2narr*r.     I  is: 

::  thr  tj:^  referred  TrT*.  cm  "•ria^i  ii  s 
i>:-:.;:>  su^T-fi  iba:  the  rn^e  is  k  rr3r:i- 
'  :".:r.:5Lry  rsi-f..  I  aan  iziianti^i  vtur.  iir 
rsTcpv  tn?  LTi  "wf-H  fiiTAre  cc  liw-  -rrj 3117^7 
ns:  :rr  ; :  I'l*  r*:^,  i*na  iihai  new  r«siiirL"»? 
irf  i'.'ariyi  loji  iha  ihey  f^T.  xfekasif  tiksi- 

5-r".vr?  Wlr:irr   ZZifJ    ▼iH    -p^y    ji     -^    •.  - 

i?*>:c::  :^frs»w-:  ni:  Sfihalf  n:  zbt  cctr.: 

•^TiJ-i  :ii:  ::  z^ry^vZKt^  »  jeJs  i-:  : 
:•:•-:-:  ^-^•-■f    :c   lif    aTTBzufpiiHm:    Dt   j? 


::      -.i-- 


■  -►*     -i  -*■ 


ri  -  ^  -_T .  'N       Summiynnnfitr^- 
1  re;  T*   ask  rbt  Slremaen:  re 
:i:  Ix-i.  (r.'emnifixit  linard.  n.  it  sd* 

LIT-   y:v-    .'.'.r.'.^     :-'X'::*.L     ice     smniin:     t«     tu: 

^::of"rL*.w     "•.rr.  v^T^   :y  :i?t   ri^nnnil  of  mcBP'^  ic 

-_i>f  ii.:*      :  yi  T'_r.-M.se  :i:  jbnc  Xf   W-  ks  iar  anal 

Ti-M- -  j^    ^ii-    I^aarc    'wooid    tmhk    ar^ 
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of  its  not  being  shown  that  the  rents  from 
the  tenant  would  cover  the  charges  in 
respect  of  the  principal  of  the  loan  as  well 
as  the  interest  and  other  current  expenses 
of  the  county  council. 

Mr.  JOHN  BURNS :  No,  sir. 

Motors. 
Mr.  STAVELEY-HILL  (Staffordshire, 
Kingswinford) :  On  behalf  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  the  Brigg  Division  of  Lincoln- 
shire, I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the 
Local  Government  Board  when  legislation 
dealing  with  motor  cars  will  be  introduced, 

Mr.  JOHN  BURNS  :  I  am  afraid  that 
I  cannot  give  any  promise  as  to  the 
introduction  of  legislation  on  this  subject 
during  the  present  session. 

HoUesley  Bay  Colony. 
Mr.  ALDEN:  I  beg  to  ask  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Local  Government  Board 
whether  he  will  state  whether  any  in- 
quiry has  been  made  into  the  increased 
value  of  Hollesley  Bay  Colony  a6  a 
result  of  the  labour  expended  upon 
it  by  the  unemployed;  and,  if  not, 
whether  he  would  cause  a  valuation  to  be 
made  at  the  present  time,  so  that  it  will 
be  possible  to  institute  a  comparison 
with  the  cost  at  the  outset  of  the  under- 
taking. 

Mr.  JOHN  BURNS:  I  understand 
that  valuations  were  made  at  Michaelmas, 
1906  and  1907,  respectively,  of  the  im- 
provements which  had  been  effected  at 
the  Farm  Colony.  I  am  giving  some 
particulars  of  the  latter  valuation  in  a 
written  answer  to  a  Question  by  my  hon. 
friend  the  Member  for  the  Devizes 
Division,  which  appears  in  to-day's  Notice 
Paper. 

Unemployed  Grant. 
Mr.  pike  pease  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  what 
substitute  will  be  proposed  for  the 
£200,000  towards  the  unemployed  which 
was  voted  in  the  Estimates,  1907-8,  but 
for  which  no  similar  provision  is  made  in 
the  Estimates  for  1908-9. 

Mr.  JOHN  BURNS :  My  right  hon. 
friend  has  asked  me  to  reply  to  this 
Question.  I  am  not  at  present  in  a 
position  to  make  any  statement  on  this 
subject.     If  a  further  grant  is  proposed. 


a  Supplemental    Estimate  will  be  sub- 
mitted, as  was  done  last  year. 

Politics  in  the  Post  Office. 
Mr,  SAMUEL  ROBERTS  (Sheffield, 
Ecclesall) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Postmaster- 
General  whether,  having  regard  to  what 
has  recently  passed,  he  will  now  either 
allow  all  political  societies  or  associations 
to  be  formed  by  members  of  the  service, 
or  else  disallow  them  all. 

The  POSTMASTER-GENERAL  (Mr. 
Sydney  Buxton,  Tower  Hamlets,  Pop- 
lar): 1  have  recently  explained  to  the 
House  the  position  I  have  taken  up  in 
the  matter. 

Mr.  SAMUEL  ROBERTS :  Will  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  appoint  a  small 
Committee  to  inquire  into  the  whole 
circumstances  and  report  to  this  House  : 

Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON:  I  do  not 
think  so.     I  see  no  object  in  it. 

Mr.  T.  K  CORBETT  (Down,  N.) : 
Are  we  to  understand  that  postal  ser- 
vants are  still  forbidden  to  form  any 
branch  of  the  Primrose  League  ? 

Mr,  SYDNEY  BUXTON :  The  hon. 
Member  was  in  the  House  when  I  ex- 
plained the  matter  the  other  day,  and  I 
cannot  throw  any  further  light  on  the 
subject. 

Mr.  STANLEY  WILSON :  Are  we  to 
understand  that  the  Socialists  and  Labour 
Partv  are  to  have  special  facilities  which 
are  denied  to  other  organisations  ? 

Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON  :  No,  Sir. 

Canadian  Magazine  Post. 
Mr.  EVELYN  CECIL  (Aston  Manor) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Postmaster-General 
whether  he  can  state  the  number  of 
British  magazines  or  periodicals  which 
have  been  sent  from  the  United  Kingdom 
to  Canada  before  and  since  he  instituted 
the  Canadian  magazine  post  a  year  ago, 
or  give  any  other  figures  to  show  how  tar 
it  has  succeeded. 

Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON  :  I  am  glad 
to  say  that  the  Canadian  magazine  {X)st 
instituted  last  May  is  fully  realising  the 
objects  for  which  it  was  institute].  It 
has  led  to  a  very  great  increase  in  tho 
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iiiiiiihor  of  HritiHli  magazines  and 
IHW'ioiliralH  mint  from  the  United  Kingdom 
to  (-aniida.  It  in  CHtimated  that  the 
numlior  of  Kritinh  ])ul)licationM  sent  to 
tho  I)ominion  oach  week  is  now  170,000, 
whirh  iH  at  tho  rate  of  nearly  9,000,000 
por  annum.  Of  this  number  it  is 
OHtinuitod  that  IIH^OOO  per  week 
4M|uivah*nt  to  in^arly  6,000,000  per  annum 
roproHont  tho  aildition  to  the  number  due 
t<»  tlio  magazine  iKmt.  Tlio  number  of 
imokrts  sont  l»v  tho  now  jHwt  has  shown 
H  Htoady  anil  oontinuous  increase,  and  I 
am  moivovor  infornuMi,  on  ^ooil  authority, 
that  tho  inoroaso  has  U^on  ijroatest  in  the 
oaso  of  ma^a/inos  of  high  class.  This  is 
1  think  not  tlio  loast  satisfactory  feature 
of  tho  now  jHKM. 

Mu.  AKTIU'K  LKK:  What  is  the 
poouuiary  loss  to  tho  t,-uci>;iyor  I 

Mk.  SY  on  FA"  IH'XTOX :  Very 
slight. 

Mk.  UAKiU.nrOX  ^rivstonU  What 
Iws  Ivon  tho  avi»t  of  suWidising  this 
hulustry  ' 

Mk  SVPNKY  lU'XlVNMVrhai^tho 
hon.  momlvr  will  uotor  his  V^m>stion  until 
tho  -pv^:  h,^s  )vo«  in  v^jvmtion  for  a 
\vwpu:o  \i\ir 

Wox^n  Sorters. 
V.K.  W  vKinr  vS;.vk:vr:V  I  bee  to 

|>rt^: a: :.'»:*.  ..V.v^w.r.c  tv.v.o  x'**  '>.».  /i",:  v^f 
ox  or:,  v.*  4^  ivi)  as  T\\v:v.'.v.5*:v,^\i  by  the 
S^'^v:  iV-vv.  ::Ai*  A".i  A.:."/^ixi  Vy  b::v.s?*: 
'.r.     :>o    Va<.     0:*^.v:-    Cr:.:*Ar    rs:vvr.:'.y 

^^ :^  0  rs  ' "    '.  N'  v' . ■".•  .:.*;:.'  v.  v'^^.  ;s?  .  av.  .i,  : : 
\  c      v\  ^\'- \      •:*  \"   \       *"*.-^ 

*  •    >      V'  s •      .•        S .'•'*,■  rs:.V    V "  i     -  r:\:'A-* 

i  V      .-  ^.-    ^  ■    ^*'  -  "*   ^  vy.V;  .\\    "   :yf 

V  \  ■*         .  s  .  ■«  X>  »  .  ^^      ,»^  .   .    . 


■.V    .■»  ■ 


^  .*  .> 


4  V  J  " 


Mr.  WARDLE  :  If  I  furnish  therigb  I 
hon.  Gentleman  with  particulars  will  Ik  | 
inquire  ? 

Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON  :  Certainly.  | 

Night  Duty  Bates  in  the  Post  Office- 
Mr.  DUCROS  (Hastings):  I  begt 
ask  the  Postmaster-General  upon  «k 
date  the  revised  hours  of  night  dutj. 
outlined  in  Paragraph  3 1  of  the  Seki  | 
Committee's  recommendations,  will  coiu 
into  operation ;  and  whether  the  tize 
worked  hy  the  staff  from  8  p.m.  to  lOjic. 
since  1st  January  last  iirill  be  regarded 
and  paid  for  as  overtime. 

Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON  :  The  duties 
affected  will  be  adjusted  at  the  earliest 
opportunity.  Meanwhile  overtime  rata 
will  l>e  paid  as  from  1st  January  last. 

Bethnal  Green  Postmen's  Orievance 
Mr.  Cl'RRAX  (Durham,  Jairow):  Ibeg 
to  ask  the  Postmaster-General  whether  be 
is  aware  that  three  postmen  at  Bethni 
Green  were  recently  taken  into  a  room 
and  searched,  their  pockets  being  tumed 
out.  toK'icco  boxes  opened,  etc.,  and  tbt 
although  the  overseer  responsible  for  this 
denies  that  he  locked  the  men  in,  all 
throo  positively  assert  that  he  did  so: 
whether  he  is  awan?  that  the  real  culprit 
was  subsei|uently  arrested,  and  that  when 
the  men  asked  that  an  official  statement 
of  rv«:rei  should  be  recorded  so  that  no 
sus^xioion  should  i^^  upon  them,  they 
were  informed,  in  the  Poetmaster 
O^aerAl's  njime,  that  the  search  vas 
r.Uvie  by  iheir  ow:i  consent,  that  they 
hA.i  :u>:h:n^  ;o  complain  <rf,  and  th«t 
ihey  nus:  S»  cantfal  about  patting  fb^ 
w:j»ri  s.::h  .vsipuiints  ^ain  :  will  he  say 
w>.e:ier  hr  s&ac^ioQed  these  innocent 
r.'.er.  be:r,*:  :r«i:<»c  in  this  tashion:  auad 
«->.;::.er.  :z  vi^w  oi  the  statement  that 
:>...-  «-?r:  «iir:bio  by  sieir  own  consenr. 
vi  ::  ;>.;;?  i-jS.-'^hy  fr-  r«asing  to  be 
>;\v-/riV.  -r  :*oc:  $c2s^>xi  being  ca*i 
.:;x  .-.  :ri~  :c  r*ir^  pciai^bed.  he  will 
>:a:.  v'r::::T  i^  rcxv^teis  to  take  step? 
:  -:•   .'. :  &  :^--rrio>r  cc  sach  acuoo. 

^ .  V  >\ :  N :  Y  ?;  XrOX :  U  the  coarse 

ik         .=s.  ^ij.ir.  irrc  cvnai::  thens  trom 

^•   ■.^>^^  1  r.43  v^,*   was  seaspccted.  azid 

V : "  :.i>  j^rt.'j   rt:*r  sr.isiecsMd  and  coo- 

..:i«\  T:j>.f  *ijb:eatML»  ^^^^^^tthj:  dMt 

W   »-te  -k:V/    Tx    <QlSn^:<7  lO  dXTMt  S05- 
»9l«t    =rAZ£  icaiMC  3^ 
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I    It  was  thought  desirable,  in  the  interests 

^  of  these  postmen  themselves,  to  ^ve 
them  at  once  an  opportunity  of  showing 
that  the  stolen  property  was  not  in  their 
possession.  They  were  therefore  asked 
whether  they  were  willing  to  produce  the 

^  contents  of  their  pockets,  and  they  were 
clearly  informed  at  the  same  time  that 
they  were  not  suspected  of  dishonesty. 

'  They  made  no  objection  whatever  at  the 
time,  and  when  they  submitted  a 
memorial  to  me  later,  I  saw  no  reason  to 
doubt  that  the  action  taken  was  proper 
in  itself,  and  entirely  in  their  own 
interest.  No  suspicion  of  dishonesty 
whatever  rests  on  these  men. 

Mr.  CURRAN:  What  would  have 
happened  had  these  men  refused  to  sub- 
mit to  the  search  ? 

Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON:  Nothing 
whatever. 

Work  in  the  Boyal  Parks  for  the  Un- 
employed. 

Mr.  pike  pease  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
First  Commissioner  of  Works  upon  what 
object  it  is  proposed  to  spend  the  £2,000 
allotted  for  the  unemployed  in  Class  1  of 
the  Estimates  (Royal  Parks  and  Gar- 
dens). 

The  first  COMMISSIONER  of 
WORKS  (Mr.  Harcourt,  Lancashire, 
Rossendale) :  During  the  last  three 
winters  I  have  afforded  a  certain  amount 
of  work  in  the  London  and  country 
parks  for  the  unemployed.  The  Central 
Unemployed  Committees  have  supplied 
the  men  and  the  wages.  The  Office  of 
Works  has  supplied  the  supervision, 
material,  and  cartage.  I  thought  it  right 
that  in  future  these  expenses  should  be 
definitely  voted  by  Parliament.  I  shall 
be  prepared  to  explain  the  matter  further 
on  the  Estimates,  which  I  hope  to  take 
before  Easter. 

The  Ladies'  Gallery. 
Mr.  RAPHAEL  (Derbyshire,  S.) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  First  Commissioner  of 
Works  if  he  can  suggest  an  arrangement 
under  which  ladies  desirous  of  listening 
to  debates  in  this  House  can  do  so  in 
greater  comfort  than  at  present ;  and 
whether,  as  a  first  step,  he  will  recom- 
mend to  the  House  the  removal  of  the 
grille  in  the  Ladies'  Gallery,  which  im- 
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pedes  sound  and  sight,  and  is  detrimental 
to  proper  ventilation. 

Mr.  harcourt  :  I  have  endeavoured 
to  make  such  improvements  as  are  pos- 
sible in  the  comfort  and  ventilation  of 
the  Ladies'  Gkllery.  I  understand  that 
the  majority  of  ladies  who  use  the 
Oallery  do  not  object  to  the  grille.  Sight 
and  sound  are  interrupted  and  inter- 
cepted by  the  stone  muUions,  and  Ihave 
considered  the  removal  of  these,  but  I 
find  that  they  are  so  essential  a  part  of 
the  structure  of  the  House  that  it  is 
impossible  to  interfere  with  or  remove 
them. 

Mr.  RAMSAY  MACDONALD  (Lei- 
cester) :  Will  the  right  hon.  Oentleman 
inform  us  how  he  has  arrived  at  the 
opinion  of  the  majority  of  the  ladies  ? 

Mr.  harcourt  ;  The  hon.  Member 
extracts  the  embarrassing  confession 
from  me  that  I  have  consulted  them 
personally. 

Boyston  Head  Teachership. 
Mr.  RAWLINSON  (Cambridge  Uni« 
versity)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of 
the  Board  of  Education  whether  Mr. 
O.  B.  Milnes,  whose  appointment  as  head 
teacher  to  the  Boyston  school  was  refused 
last  year  by  the  West  Riding  local  educa- 
tion authority  on  educational  grounds, 
has  now  been  appointed  to  the  Bowers 
Allerton  school  at  a  higher  salary  by  the 
same  local  authority ;  whether  the  educa- 
tional grounds  still  exist  ;  and  what  is 
the  reason  for  this  apparent  change  of 
opinion. 

The  PRESIDENT  of  the  BOARD 
OF  EDUCATION  (Mr.  McKenna, 
Monmouthshire,  N.) :  The  hon.  Member's 
information  is  qiute  correct.  As  the 
local  education  authority  confirmed  the 
appointment  no  occasion  for  an  appeal  to 
the  Board  arose  and  the  matter  has  not 
come  before  them. 

Teachers'  Superannuation. 

Mr.  T.  F.  RICHARDS  (Wolver- 
hampton, W.)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Board  of  Education  whether 
he  can  state  how  many  of  the  1,259  men 
and  women  teachers  who  are  receiving 
disablement  allowance  and  superannua- 
tion allowance  at  the  end  of  1907  were 
head  teachers,  and  how  many  assistant 
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teachers,  at  the  time  they  ceased  work 
and  took  advantage  of  the  Act  of  1898. 

Mr.  McKENNA  :  I  should  be  obliged 
if  my  hon.  friend  would  postpone  this 
Question. 

Swansea  Edncation  Dispute. 
Mr.  CARLILE  (Hertfordshire,  St. 
Albans)  :  On  behalf  of  the  hon.  Member 
for  East  Marylebone,  I  beg  to  ask  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Education 
whether  any  reply  has  been  received 
to  the  letter  sent  by  the  Board  of  Educa 
tion  six  weeks  ago  to  the  Swansea 
local  education  authority  on  the  subject 
of  teachers'  salaries. 

Mr.  McKENNA:  Yes.  Sir;  I  have 
received  a  reply  from  the  local  education 
authority,  in  which,  amongst  other  points, 
they  contest  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Board 
to  decide  the  question  at  issue  under 
Section  7  of  the  Act  of  1902. 

Mk.  CARLILE :  Have  the  Board  of 
Education  come  to  any  decision  on  the 
point  ? 

Mr.  McKENNA  :  The  Board  has  sub- 
mitted the  question  to  its  legal  advisers, 
and  I  am  a^^aiting  their  opinion. 

Poot  and  Mouth  Disease  Regulations. 
Mr.  GULLAND  (Dumfries  Burghs) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  hon.  Member  for  South 
Somerset,  as  representing  the  President 
of  the  Board  of  Agriculture,  if  he  is 
aware  that  the  local  authorities  of  Cum- 
berland and  Carlisle  have  adopted  regula- 
tions prohibiting  the  movement  into  their 
territory  of  all  kinds  of  cattle  from  any 
part  of  Scotland  ;  and  that  they  offer  to 
exempt  the  counties  of  Dumfries,  Kirk- 
cudbright, Wigtown,  and  Roxburgh,  on 
condition  that  the  local  authorities  of 
these  counties  exclude  stock  from  all  other 
parts  of  Scotland ;  and  whether  the 
Board  of  Agriculture  have  sanctioned 
this  treatment  of  Scotland. 

Sir  J.  JARDINE  (Roxburghshire): 
At  the  same  time  may  I  ask  the  hon. 
Member  for  South  Somerset,  as  repre- 
senting the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Agriculture,  if  he  is  aware  that  the  lociil 
authorities  of  Cumberland  and  Carlisle 
have  adopted  regulations  prohibiting  the 
movement  of  horned  cattle  from  the 
county  of  Roxburgh,  and  that  they  offer 


to  exempt  cattle  from  that  county  and 
the  counties  of  Dumfries,  Kirkcudbright, 
and  Wigtown,  on  condition  that  the  local 
authorities  of  these  counties  keep  out 
stock  from  other  parts  of  Scotland  ;  and 
whether  the  Board  of  Agriculture  have 
sanctioned  this  treatment  of  Scotland. 

♦Mr.  J.  A.  PEASE  (Essex,  Saffron 
Walden) :  The  reply  to  the  first  and 
second  part  of  the  Questions  is  in  the 
affirmative.  The  regulations  to  which 
my  hon.  friends  refer  were  made  by  the 
local  authorities  concerned  and  do  not 
require  the  sanction  of  the  Board. 

Mr.  GULLAND :  Is  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man aware  that  the  Dumfriesshire  County 
Council  has  refused  to  cut  itself  off  from 
the  rest  of  Scotland,  and  of  the  great 
inconvenience  and  loss  which  is  being 
occasioned  in  Scotland  by  this  unusual 
prohibition  ?  Will  he  use  the  influence 
of  the  Board  with  the  local  authorities  to 
get  it  removed  ] 

Mr.  CATHCART  WASON  (Orkney 
and  Shetland):  Will  he  also  use  his 
influence  in  \iew  of  the  fact  that  tuber- 
culous cattle  are  being  sold  in  public  1 

♦Mr.  J.  A.  PEASE :  The  sale  of  tuber- 
culous  cattle  has  nothing  to  do  with  the 
foot  and  mouth  disease  regulations.  In 
reply  to  the  supplementary  Question  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  Dumfries  Burghs,  I 
may  say  the  Board  are  fully  possessed  of 
the  whole  circumstances.  They  do  not 
see  their  way  at  present  to  interfere,  but 
should  the  regulation  remain  in  operation 
for  too  long  a  period,  no  doubt  they 
would  make  representations  to  the 
authorities  concerned. 

Mr.  LAMBTON  (Durham,  S.E.) :  Is 
it  the  intention  of  the  Government  now 
to  reconsider  some  of  the  provisions  of 
the  Small  Landholders  (Scotland)  Bill  1 

♦Mr.  J.  A.  PEASE:  The  provisions  of 
the  Small  Landholders  (Scotland)  Bill 
appear  to  be  quite  irrelevant  to  the 
regulations  recently  issued  by  local 
authorities  in  Cumberland  and  Carlisle 
relating  to  foot  and  mouth  disease. 

Criminal  Appeals— Fees  for   Shorthand 
Writers. 

Mr.  J.  W.  WILSON  (Worcestershire, 
N.) :  1  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the 
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Treasury  what  steps  have  been  taken  by 
the  Treasury,  or  otherwise  within  the 
knowledge  of  the  Department,  to  arrange 
for  the  appointment  of  shorthand  writers 
lor  the  service  of  the  courts  under  the 
provisions  of  Section  16  of  the  Criminal 
Appeal  Act,  1907  ;  what  terms  have  been 
proposed ;  and  whether  those  terms  are 
in  accordance  with  the  hitherto  recognised 
acalo  of  remuneration  for  duly  qualified 
and  professionally  responsible  service  of 
that  nature. 

Mr.  RUNCIMAN  :  The  appointment  \ 
of  shorthand  writers  for  the  purpose  of  I 
the  Criminal  Appeal  Act  does  not  rest 
with  the  Treasury.    I  understand  that  the  I 
Home  Office  has  addressed  a  circular  to  . 
recorders     and     chairmen     of     quarter 
sessions  on   the  subject.     The  terms  of  \ 
payment  fixed   by   the   Treasury  are   a 
guinea  for  each  day's  necessary  attendance 
with  8d.  per  folio  for  transcripts,    this 
payment  to  cover  the  supply  of  a  copy  of 
the  transcript  also  when  required  by  the 
officer  for  whom  the  transcript  is  ordered. 
For  any    further    copies    of    transcript 
supplied   either   for  public    use    or    for 
parties   interested    IJd.   a  folio   will   be 
payable.      The     rates     do     not     differ 
materially  from  those  which  the  Treasury 
has   hitherto  paid    when    it    has    been 
necessary  to  employ  a  shorthand  writer  in 
legal  cas3S. 

Mr.  J.  W.. WILSON:  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  whether 
he  will  take  steps  to  secure  that  before 
the  proposed  terms  for  shorthand  writing 
under  Section  16  of  the  Criminal  Appeal 
Act,  1907,  are  further  suggested  to  local 
shorthand  writers,  a  reply  is  made  to  the 
representations  submitted  to  the  Treasury 
upjn  the  subject  in  January  by  the 
council  of  the  Institute  of  Journalists,  on 
behalf  of  qualified  shorthand  writers, 
bein^'  journalists,  in  all  parts  of  the 
country  ;  and  whether  he  can  give  any 
information  as  to  when  the  Rules  of  Court 
framed  under  the  Act  will  be  laid  before 
the  House. 

Mr.  RUXCIMAN:  The  representa 
tions  which  were  submitted  to  the 
Treasurv  by  the  Institute  of  Journalists 
were  duly  considered  before  the  terms  of 
payment  for  shorthand  writing  under  the 
Criminal  Appeal  Act  were  fixed,  but  the 
communication  did  not  appear  to  the 
Treasury  to  call  for  any  reply  beyond  the 


usual  acknowledgment  of  receipt.  I 
understand  that  the  Rules  of  Court  under 
the  Act  were  laid  before  Parliament  on 
Wednesday  last,  and  will  be  available  for 
Members  shortly. 

Dormant  Funds. 
Mr.  RADFORD  (Islington,  E.):  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
whether,  in  order  to  increase  the  useful- 
ness of  the  list  of  dormant  funds  in  Court, 
prepared  annually  by  the  Paymaster- 
General,  under  the  direction  of  the 
Treasury,  and  published  as  a  supplement 
to  the  London  Gazette,  he  will  consider  the 
desirability  of  adding  to  the  information 
given  with  regard  to  each  account  pub- 
lished in  the  list  a  statement  of  the 
principal  money  standing  to  the  credit  of 
the  account. 

Mr.  RUNCIMAN  :  No,  Sir;  I  do  not 
consider  the  course  proposed  by  my  hon. 
friend  desirable.  Perhaps  he  is  not  aware 
that  bona  fide  inquirers  can  obtain 
information  on  any  particular  case  on 
application. 

The  Old  War  Office. 
Sir  BERKELEY  SHEFFIELD  (Lin- 
colnshire, Brigg^  :  1  beg  to  ask  the  First 
Commissioner  of  Works  how  much  of  the 
old  War  Office  in  Pall  Mall  has  been 
disposed  of;  whether  by  lease  or  other- 
wise ;  what  the  old  rentals  were ;  and 
what  will  be  the  annual  receipts  under 
the  new  arrangement. 

Mr.  RUNCIMAN :  The  parts  of  the 
old  War  Office  which  were  given  up 
(namely,  Nos.  83  to  91,  Pall  Mall)  were 
held  at  occupation  rents  amounting  to 
£12,036  6s.  8d.  per  annum.  Nearly  one- 
third,  viz ,  Nos.  83,  84,  85  and  part  of  86, 
are  at  present  reserved  for  temporary 
offices  for  the  Department  of  the  Commis- 
sioners of  Woods,  or  for  preserving  light 
thereto.  An  agreement  has  now  been 
entered  into  for  letting  the  remainder  on 
a  building  lease  at  an  ultimate  rent  of 
£7,500  per  annum,  the  lessees  to  erect 
buildings  to  cost  not  less  than  £100,000. 

Glasnakille  Crofters. 

Sir  J.  DEWAR  (Inverness) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  for  Scotland  if  he  is 
aware  that  the  crofters  at  Elgoll,  in  Skye, 
applied  to  the  Crofters  Commission  six 
years  ago  for  the  neighbouring  grazing  of 

2  P  2 


1095 


Questions. 


{COMMONS} 


Questions, 


10% 


Glasnakille  as  an  extension  to  their 
holdings ;  that  this  application  has  not 
yet  been  disposed  of ;  and  will  he  inquire 
as  to  the  reason  of  this  delay,  and  press 
for  a  decision  on  the  subject. 

The  secretary  for  SCOTLAND 
(Mr.  Sinclair,  Forfarshire) ;  An  appli- 
cation by  crofters  of  Elgoll  for  enlarge- 
ment of  their  holdings,  by  taking  the 
farm  of  Glasnakille,  was  heard  by  the 
Crofters  Commissioners  in  May,  1903, 
and  the  subjects  inspected.  Immediately 
thereafter  Mr.  Thomi^on,  the  proprietor, 
offered  to  sell  to  the  Congested  Districts 
Board  the  crofting  township  of  Elgoll, 
and  the  adjoining  farm  of  Glasnakille,  so 
that  the  Board  might  deal  with  the 
whole  subjects,  either  by  migrating 
crofters  and  cottars  from  Elgoll  to 
Glasnakille  or  by  assigning  the  lands 
applied  for  in  enlargement  of  holdings. 
The  Crofters  Commission  thereupon 
waited  to  hear  the  result  of  this  proposal, 
and  as  they  did  not  hear  that  it  was 
abandoned  till  November,  1905,  they 
thought  that  further  local  inquiry  woula 
be  needed  before  disposing  of  the  appli- 
cation, but  have  not  yet  been  able  to  hold 
such  inquiry. 

Licensing  BilL 
Sir  BERKELEY  SHEFFIELD :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  for  Scotland  if  it  is 
proposed  to  extend  the  Licensing  Bill  to 
Scotland. 

Mr.  SINCLAIR:  No,  Sir. 

Mr.  STANLEY  WILSON :  Why  does 
not  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  intend  to 
extend  the  benefits  of  this  just  Bill  to 
Scotland  ? 

[No  Answer  was  returned.] 

Boyal  Scottish  Museum. 
Sir  henry  CRAIK  (Glasgow  and 
Aberdeen  Universities) :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Secretary  for  Scotland  whether  he 
has  considered  the  Report  of  the  Director 
of  the  Royal  Scottish  Museum,  calling 
attention  to  the  serious  danger  of  fire  to 
the  museum  involved  in  the  proximity 
of  tenements,  the  windows  of  which  are 
within  eleven  feet  of  the  windows  of  the 
museum,  and  which  are  occupied  as 
warehouses,  one  being  used  as  a  painter's 
warehouse,  and  another  as  a  warehouse 
for  bonded  whisky ;  whether  application 


has  been  made  to  the  Treasury  and  His 
Majesty's  Ofl&ce  of  Works  for  such  ex- 
tension of  the  vacant  space  round  the 
museum  as  may  guard  against  this  im- 
minent danger,  and  for  such  addition  to 
the  premises  as  may  afford  adequate 
space  for  the  collections  contained  in  this, 
the  only  Scottish  museum  assisted  by 
Imperial  funds ;  and,  if  so,  what  has  been 
the  result  of  such  application. 

Mr.  SINCLAIR:  The  reply  to  the 
first  paragraph  is  in  the  afltenative. 
Representations  have  been  made  on  the 
subject  to  the  Treasury  and  the  First 
Commissioner  of  Works,  and  I  am  now 
in  consultation  with  those  Departments. 

Sir  henry  CRAIK:  Has  not  the 
necessity  for  an  increase  in  the  buildings 
as  well  as  the  danger  of  fire  been  under 
the  consideration  of  the  Department,  and 
is  not  the  OflSce  of  Works  entirely  in 
accord  with  the  Report  1 

Mr.  SINCLAIR :  I  have  no  reason  to 
think  that  the  facts  are  otherwise  than 
as  stated. 

Barra  Disturbances. 
Mr.  MITCHELL-THOMSON  (lAuark- 
shire,  N.W.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary 
for  Scotland  whether  he  has  received  any 
information  with  regard  to  a  fresh  out- 
break of  disturbances  in  Barra  ;  whether 
attempts  have  been  made  to  take  forcible 
possession  of  parts  of  the'  farm  of  Toli- 
garry,  the  property  of  Messrs.  MacGilli- 
vray;  and  what  steps  he  is  taking  to 
preserve  peace. 

Mr.  SINCLAIR:  1  have  made  in- 
quiries, and  learn  that  there  is  no  founda- 
tion in  fact  for  the  alleged  forcible  seizure 
of  part  of  Toligarry.  On  4th  March  in 
reply  to  a  communication  addressed  to 
the  Congested  Districts  Board  I  sent  a 
letter  to  a  crofter  in  the  district  warning 
those  who  might  contemplate  such  pro- 
ceedings to  desist  from  any  operations  of 
the  character  described  in  the  Question. 

Tobacco  (Growing  in  Sootland. 
Mr.  COCHRANE  (Ayrshire,   N.) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Troasitry 
under  what  r^*-.tute  ™™^M  the  Treasury 
derive  auti     ii«  permits  for  the 

growth  of  »nd;  how  much 

h       1  I  cultivaie  with 
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permit  authorise  the  selling  of  the  pro- 
duce ;  and  what  amount  of  excise  duty 
would  be  chargeable. 

Mr.  RUNCIMAN:  The  authority , 
would  be  that  of  Section  1  of  the , 
Tobacco  Growing  (Scotland)  Bill  now 
before  the  House.  Until  that  Bill  be- 
comes law  it  is  impossible  to  deal  >vith 
the  remaining  questions,  which  would 
fall  to  be  dealt  with  under  the  regula- 
tions to  be  drawn  by  the  Commissioners 
of  Inland  Revenue. 

Mr.  COCHRANE:  Are  there  no 
regulations  sanctioned  under  this  Bill  ? 

Mr.  RUNCIMAN:  The  regulations 
will  be  issued  under  the  Bill  now  before 
Parliament,  and  that  cannot  be  done  until 
the  Bill  has  been  passed  into  law. 

Mr.  COCHRANE :  Under  what  Statute 
is  it  proposed  to  give  this  permission  1 

Mr.  RUNCIMAN :  That  is  not  the 
Question  on  the  Paper,  neither  do  I  think 
this  is  an  occasion  on  which  we  can 
debate  what  took  place  upstairs. 

Mr.  COCHRANE:  The  Question  is 
perfectly  clear.  Under  what  Statute  do 
the  Treasury  derive  authority  to  issue 
these  permits  in  Scotland  ] 

Mr.  RUNCIMAN :  We  shall  issue 
the  regulations  under  the  Bill  now  before 
the  House  when  it  has  become  an  Act  of 
Parliament. 

Mr.  COCHRANE  :  Then  can  you  give 
any  legal  sanction  at  the  present  time  1 

Mr.  RUNCIMAN:  If  the  hon. 
Member  will  put  the  Question  on  the 
Paper  I  will  answer  it. 

The  Glenahiery  Outrage. 

Mr.  LONSDALE:  I  beg  to  ask  the 

Attorney-General  for  Ireland  if  he  will 

say   upon   what  dates   respectively    did 

District-Inspector   Preston  and  the   In- 

SMstorG^eneral  of  the  Royal  Irish 
nstabulary  become  aware,  in  connection 
with  the  Glenahiery  outrage,  of  the  pur- 
chase im  the  23rd  July,  1907,  of  sixty 
pounds  of  bla  ng  powder  and  sixteen 
feet  of  fuse  in  shop  of  Mr.  Kelly,  of 
Waterford 


The  ATT0RNEY-GENER\L  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Cherry,  Liverpool,  Ex- 
change) :  District-Inspector  Preston  be- 
came aware  of  this  purchase  upon  some 
date  which  he  cannot  precisely  fix,  but 
he  thinks  it  was  upon  the  16th  Septem- 
ber, 1907.  The  Inspector-General  was 
not  aware  of  it  until  the  3rd  October. 

Royal  Scottish  Mnsenm. 
Mr.  MITCHELL -THOMSON:  I  beg 
to  ask  the  First  Commissioner  of  Works 
whether  his  attention  has  been  called  to 
the  statement  of  Dr.  J.  J.  Dobbie, 
Director  of  the  Royal  Scottish  Museum, 
in  his  Report  for  1907,  that  the  museum 
is  placed  in  grave  danger  owing  to  the 
proximity  of  warehouses  stored  with 
nnfiammable  materials;  and  whether  he 
proposes  to  take  any  action  to  remove 
this  danger,  which  is  stated  by  the 
director  still  to  exist  in  spite  of  the  pro-  * 
vision  of  iron  shutters. 

Mr.  HARCOURT  :  The  reply  to  the 
first  paragraph  is  in  the  affirmative. 
There  is  always  a  certain  amount  of 
danger  to  all  museums  by  reason  of  the 
proximity  of  other  buildings.  I  am  con- 
sulting the  Secretary  for  Scotland  on  the 
subject. 

Small  Holdings  in  Stirlingshire. 
Mr.  SMEATON  (Stirlingshire) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
whether  he  is  aware  that  ten  heads  of 
families  applied  to  the  Stirlingshire 
county  council  in  July  1907  for  fifty 
acres  of  Crown  land  in  the  immediate 
neighbourhood  of  the  town  for  small 
holdings  on  co-operative  principles  ;  that 
the  county  council  and  the  town  council 
favoured  the  application;  that  Mr. 
Stafford  Howard,  the  Commissioner  of 
Woods  and  Forests,  after  visiting  the 
place  in  September,  approved  of  the 
grant  of  the  land  ;  that  the  objection  of 
certain  persons  that  the  proposed  small 
holdings  would  intercept  the  view  from 
the  Castle  was  over-ruled  as  absurd  by 
the  county  council ;  and  that  on  the 
report  of  Sir  Schomberg  Macdonnell  the 
Secretary  for  Scotland  refused  the  applica- 
tion, notwithstanding  the  strong  local 
support  given  to  them ;  and  whether, 
seeing  that  the  county  council,  instead  of 
opposing  or  being  indifferent,  actively 
supported  this  promising  commence- 
ment   under    favourable    auspices,    the 
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Grovemment  will  reconsider  their  decision 
and  grant  the  land  to  the  applicants. 

Mr.  RUNCIMAN  :  In  consequence  of 
the  opposition  manifested  to  the  site  pro- 
posed for  these  small  holdings,  and 
having  regard  to  the  views  of  the  Office 
of  Works  and  all  the  circumstances  of 
the  case,  the  applicants  and  the  Com-' 
missioner  of  Woods  are  in  communica- 
tion with  a  view  to  finding  an  alternative 
site,  if  possible. 

Mr,  younger  (Ayr  Burghs)  was 
understood  to  ask  if  the  rofusal  had  any- 
thing to  do  with  the  action  of  the  county 
council  in  refusing  to  accept  responsi- 
bility. 

Mr.  RUNCIMAN:  We  had  nothing 
whatever  to  do  with  that. 

Scariff  Labourers'  Cottages  Scheme. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  (Clare, 
E.)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to 
the  Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland  when  the 
Local  Government  Board  in  Ireland  will 
declare  the  result  of  the  inquiry  into  the 
labourers*  cotti^es  scheme  in  Scariff 
district,  county  Clare. 

The  CHIEF  SECRETARY  for  IRE 
LAND  (Mr.  BiRRELL,  Bristol  N.) :  The 
inspector's  order  embodying  the  result 
of  the  inquir}"  has  been  signed  and  is  in 
the  hands  of  the  printer.  The  Local 
Government  Board  will  send  copies  of 
the  order  to  the  rural  district  council  in 
a  day  or  two. 

New  Ross  Urban  District  Conncil  and  the 
Treatment  of  Consumption. 

Mr.  FFKENCH  (Wexfonl,  S.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Ix>rd 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he  li, 
aware  that  the  New  Ross  Urban  District 
Council  passed  resolutions  to  the  effect 
that  all  cases  of  pulmonary  consumption 
should  be  notified,  that  there  should  In 
more  stringent  and  uniform  measures  for 
the  regulation  of  milk  and  food  supplies, 
that  county  councils  should  be  enabled  to 
erect  and  maintain  hospitals,  sanatoria, 
and  dispensaries  for  the  trejitment  of 
consumption,  and  that  there  should  be 
a  system  of  medical  inspection  of  schools 
and  school  children  ;  and  whether  he  can 
hold  out  any  hope  of  legislation  in  the 
direction  indicated. 


Mr.  BIRRELL :  I  have  received 
several  resolutions  on  this  sobject.  Tlie 
Tuberculosis  Prevention  (IreUmd)  Bill,, 
which  I  am  to  introduce,  will  coDtain  a 
clause  providing  for  the  compulsory 
notification  of  tuberculosis,  and  will  also 
deal  with  the  official  supervision  of 
dairies  and  of  the  sale  (rf  food.  As  to 
the  medical  inspection  of  schools^  I  would 
refer  to  the  Answer  given  to  the  bon. 
Member  for  South  Down  on  26tb 
February. 

Irish  Education  Grants. 
Mr,  FFRENCH:  I  beg  to  ask  tho  ' 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-lieutenant 
of  Ireland  whether  he  is  aware  of  the 
disparity  between  the  grants  for  primair 
education  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland^ 
taking  population  as  a  basis  of  compari- 
son; whether  this  has  been  made  the 
subject  of  frequent  protest  by  the  public 
bodies  in  Ireland  as  well  as  the  managera 
and  teachers ;  and  whether  the  Govern- 
ment will  consider  Ireland's  claims  to 
equal  treatment  with  reference  to  primary 
education  as  compared  with  the  other 
portions  of  the  three  Kingdoms. 

Mr.  BIRRELL :  The  question  raised 
by  the  hon.  Member  cannot  be  adequately 
discussed  within  the  limits  of  an  oral 
answer.  I  may,  however,  repeat  an 
announcement  recently  made  by  my  hon, 
friend  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury^ 
namely,  that  it  is  the  intention  of  the 
Grovernment  to  provide  a  substantial 
increase  in  the  Vote  for  Public  Education, 
Ireland,  for  the  coming  financial  year^ 
with  the  object  of  impn^nng  the  salariea 
of  the  teachers. 

Letterkenny  Labonrfirs*  Ck>ttage8. 
Mr.  C.  MACVEIGH  (Donegal,  K)  :  I 
l>eg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he 
can  state  what  is  the  cause  of  the  delay 
in  erecting  forty  labourers'  cottages  in 
the  Letterkenny  union,  East  Donegal, 
under  Scheme  C,  that  was  agreed  to  and 
inquired  into  by  an  inspector  in  February, 
1906  ;  whether  he  can  say  why  the  rent 
charged  for  the  cottages  they  have  built 
are   higher  than   in  any  other  union  in 

'  Ireland  ;  and  whether  he  will  aUte  what 
stops  he  will  take,  and  when,  to  force  the 
guardians  to  provide  cottages  for  fortj 
families  that  are  now  living  in  unsanitary 

'  hovels  and  some  are  without  a  hoose  o£ 

j  anv  kind. 
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Mr.  BIRRELL  :  The  loan  in  this  case 
s  sanctioned  by  the  Local  Government 
aid  in  April,  1 907,  and  an  instalment  of 
,600  was  then  issued,  but  the  rural 
itrict  council  do  not  appear  to  have  since 
xie  much  progress  in  the  matter.  The 
leme  authorises  the  taking  of  the  sites 
'  the  cottages  by  agreement  and  not 
mpulsorily,  and  possibly,  the  council 
ve  not  yet  been  able  to  arrange  terms 

purchase.  The  Local  Government 
>ard  are  about  to  communicate  with 
3  council  as  to  the  delay.  The  rents 
the  cottages  already  provided,  namely, 
.  6d.  to  Is.  9d.  a  week,  are  somewhat 

excess  of  the  rents  usually  charged, 
t  are  not  higher  than  in  some  other 
lions. 

rnoccapied  Evicted  Holdings  in  Cork. 
Mr..  WILLIAM  ABRAHAM  (Cork 
)unty,  N.E.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
icretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ire- 
id  if  he  will  state  the  number  of  un- 
cupied  evicted  holdings  in  Cork  county 
which  the  compulsory  powers  contained 
the  Evicted  Tenants  Act  of  1907  apply  ; 
d  in  how  many  cases  do  the  Estates 
>mmissioners  hope  to  effect  the  rein- 
itement  of  the  former  tenants,  during 
e  approaching  spring,  by  the  exercise 
these  powers,  or  in  any  other  way. 

Mr.  BIRRELL  :  The  Estates  Commis- 
)ner3  are  inquiring  into  the  cases  of  all 
•proved  applicants  whose  holdings  are 
the  occupation  of  landlords,  with  a  view 

putting  in  force  the  compulsory  pro- 
sions  of  the  Evicted  Tenants  Act  in  the 
ses  which  come  within  such  provisions, 
le  Commissioners  are  unable  to  state 
e  number  of  cases  to  which  their  com- 
ilsory  powers  may  be  applicable,  as  this 
11  depend  upon  the  result  of  the  judicial 
oceedings  to  be  taken  in  each  case, 
le  periodical   return   under  Section  3 

the  Act  will  give,  by  counties,  the 
imber  of  evicted  tenants  reinstated. 

Irish-Owned  Motors. 
Mr.  VINCENT  KENNEDY  (Cavan, 
'.) :  I  beg  to  ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the 
Kchequer  if  he  will  say  whether  an  Irish 
ruQT  of  a  motor  car,  registered  in  Ire- 
nd,  who  brings  his  car  to  England  for  a 
ort  period,  is  liable  to  be  held  up  by 
e  police,  on  the  ground  that  he  has  not 
.id  the  fees  chargeable  in  England  for 
morial   bearings  and  for  carriage  tax. 


neither  of  which   taxes  are  leviable  in 
Ireland. 

Mr.  ASQUITH  :  The  police  have  no 
power  to  "  hold  up  "  the  owner  of  a  motor 
car  on  either  ground. 

Telegraphic  Delays  to  BelfELst. 
Mr.  LONSDALE  (Armagh,  Mid.) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Postmaster  -  General 
whether  there  is  any  reason  why  two 
hours  should  elapse  between  the  despatch 
of  a  telegraphic  message  from  London 
and  its  delivery  in  Belfast;  whether 
he  has  received  complaints  of  such  tele- 
graph delay  in  Belfast :  whether  these 
delays  are  due  to  the  fact  that  an  insuffi- 
cient staff  of  expert  telegraphists  are 
kept  on  duty  during  hours  of  pressure ; 
and  what  steps  he  proposes  to  take  to 
avoid  these  vexatious  delays  in  future. 

Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON^.  There  has 
recently  been  unavoidable  delay  in  com- 
munication between  London  and  Ireland 
in  consequence  of  the  breakdown  of  one 
of  the  cables.  That  has  been  repaired, 
but  I  am  sorry  to  say  a  fault  has  now 
developed  in  another  cable. 

The  Licensing  Bill. 
Mr.  GEORGE  FABER  (York) :  I  beg 
to  ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
whether  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the 
enactment  of  a  time  limit  in  the  Licensing 
Bill  involves  an  insurance  against  its 
termination,  it  is  proposed  to  levy  income- 
tax  both  on  the  profits  of  licensed 
property  and  also  upon  the  sinking  fund 
which  may  be  provided  out  of  such  profits 
as  an  insurance  against  the  time  limit,  or 
whether  the  income-tax  charged  and  paid 
on  the  sinking  fund  may  be  deducted 
from  the  income-tax  charged  on  the 
profits. 

Mr.  ASQUITH:  The  whole  of  the 
profits  of  a  business  are  under  the 
Income-Tax  Acts  assessable  to  income-tax, 
without  regard  to  the  fact  thai  a  portion 
of  them  may  be  used  for  the  purpose  of 
establishing  a  sinking  fund  to  replace 
wasting  assets.  The  special  circumstances, 
however,  of  the  present  case  shall  be 
given  very  full  consideration,  though  I 
am  not  in  a  position  to  pledge  myself 
'  that  it  will  be  found  possible  to  make  an 
exception  to  the  general  and  lone  esta- 
blished practice  which  I  have  explained. 
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Apart  from  the  assessment  made  on  the 
profits  of  the  business  as  a  whole,  no 
charge  would  be  made  on  any  portion 
of  such  profits  which  may  be  set  aside  for 
the  purpose  of  a  sinking  fund. 

Mr.  SLOAN  :  When  does  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  propose  to  take  the 
Second  Reading  of  the  Licensing  BOl  ? 

Mr.  ASQUITH  :  I  am  not  yet  in  a 
position  to  make  a  statement. 


Mr.    SLOAN 

£aster? 


WiJl    it    be     before 


Mr.  ASQUITH :  Yes  ;  I  have  already 
said  so. 


NEfF  BILLS. 


BOROUGH  COUNCILS  BILL. 
"To  amend  The  Municipal  Corpora- 
tion Acts,  1882,  with  respect  to  the 
number  of  Councillors,"  presented  by 
Mr.  Whitehead  ;  supported  by  Sir 
William  Bull,  Mr.  Soares,  Mr.  Buck- 
master,  Mr.  .Bertram  Straus,  and  Mr. 
Mallet;  to  be  read  a  second  time  upon 
Friday,  3rd  April,  and  to  be  printed. 
[Bill  168.] 

PUBLIC  HOUSES  (EXCLUSION  OF 
CHILDREN)  (SCOTLAND)  BILL. 

''  To  exclude  Children  and  Young 
Persons  from  the  bars  of  Public-houses 
and  other  licenced  premises  in  Scotland," 
presented  by  Mr.  GuUand ;  supported  by 
Mr.  Findlay,  Mr.  M'Callum,  Mr.  Cameron 
Corbett,  Mr.  Eugene  Wason,  Mr.  Barnes, 
Mr.  Leif  Jones,"Mr.  Dundas  White,  Mr. 
John  Deans  Hope,  Mr.  M'Kinnon  Wood, 
Mr.  Charles  Rol>erts,  and  Mr.  Charles 
Price  :  to  be  read  a  second  lime  upon 
Wednesday,  8th  April,  and  to  be  printed. 
[Bill  169.f 

EMPLOYMENT  OF  BRITISH  SUIUECTS 
ABROAD  BILL. 

"To  prohibit  the  engagement  of 
British  subjects  for  service  in  the  place 
of  workmen  lockoii  out  in  a  strike  in  a 
Foreign  Country,"  presented  by  Mr. 
Crooks  :  supported  by  Mr.  Shackleton, 
Mr.  Curran,  Mr.  Ramsay  Macdonald, 
Mr.  Arthur  Henderson,  Mr.  Joseph 
Wilson,  Mr.  Brace,  Mr.  Walsh,  Mr. 
Enoch  Edwards,  Mr.  John  Ward,  Mr. 
Fenwick,    and     Mr.    William    Abraham 


(Rhondda);  to  be  read  a  second  time 
upon  Monday  next,  and  to  be  printed. 
[Bill  170.] 

WEEKLY  REST-DAY  BILL. 
"  To  secure  a  Weekly  Rest-Day,"  pre- 
sented by  Mr.  Charles  Price ;  supported 
by  Mr.  Steadman,  Mr.  Bertram  Straus, 
Sir  Alfred  Thomas,  Mr.  Corrie  Grant, 
Mr.  Remnant,  Mr.  Shackleton,  Mr. 
Ferens,  and  Mr.  Gulland ;  to  be  read  a 
second  time  upon  Thursday,  2nd  April, 
and  to  be  printed.     [Bill  171.] 

CONSOLIDATED  FUND  (NO.  1)  BILL. 
Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time." 

xMr.  LYTTELTON  (St.  George's, 
Hanover  Square) :  I  have  a  very  grave 
matter  to  bring  before  the  House,  and  I 
ask  particularly  for  the  attention  of  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite,  because,  unless  I  am 
grievously  mistaken  about  this  matter, 
that  which  I  am  about  to  bring  before 
the  House  concerns  the  self-respect  of 
hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  more  than  it 
does  anyone  on  this  side.  The  House 
will  remember  that  last  session,  on  the 
question  of  the  sincerity  of  the  Grovem- 
ment  with  regard  to  indentured  labour, 
it  was  my  duty  to  bring  before  the 
House  the  fact  that  their  practice  did 
j  not  very  well  conform  with  their  pro- 
!  fessions  on  this  subject,  by  bringing  to 
I  the  attention  of  the  House  a  Convention 
,  to  which  I  will  not  make  more  than 
a  passing  reference,  but  which  did,  as 
a  matter  of  fact,  meet  with  the  con- 
demnation of  both  sides  of  the  House. 
That  Convention  contained  clauses  which 
were  repulsive  to  the  House,  clauses 
admitting  the  indenture  of  women  and 
children  for  no  minimum  wage,  with 
very  long  hours  of  labour,  and 
also  a  repatriation  clause  indistinguish- 
able from  the  Chinese  Repatriation 
Ordinance.  We  will  not  labour  that 
matter,  however.  [MINISTERIAL  Ironi- 
cal cheers.]  I  quite  understand  that 
hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  are  a  little 
restive.  I  think,  at  any  rate,  this  Gem- 
vention  is  closely  relevant  to  what  I  am 
bringing  before  the  House  now.  Com- 
ment sufficiently  vigorous  to  arouse  the 
.  attention  of  the  Gfovemment  was 
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on  that  occasion,  and  it  cannot  be  said 
now  that  if  they  have  dealt  with  in- 
dentured labour  in  any  other  part  of 
the  Empire  they  have  done  it  heed- 
lessly or  without  deliberation.  Well, 
what  has  happened]  This  year,  in  the 
Transvaal,  in  the  very  seat  of  the 
controversy  which  has  raged  for  some 
four  years  about  Chinese  labour,  an  eyent 
has  occurred  which  I  think  will  surprise 
the  Hous3.  Let  me  deliberately  formu- 
late the  charge  which  I  bring  against 
His  Majesty's  Government.  I  say  that 
the  Government  have  deliberately, 
behind  the  back  of  Parliament,  and  m 
breach  of  their  pledges  to  Parliament, 
sanctioned  the  revival  for  a  substantial 
period  of  that  Chinese  indentured  labour 
in  the  Transvaal  mines  which  for  four 
years  and  from  10,000  platforms  they 
have  held  up  to  execration  and  scorn. 
That  is  a  very  serious  charge  to  make. 
I  trust  I  should  be  the  last  man  to  make 
it  unless  I  had  beneath  my  hand  docu- 
mentary evidence  to  support  it.  I  say 
again  that  I  invite  the  attention  of  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite.  This  is  not  a 
question  which  involves  our  sincerity, 
because  of  courise  we  were,  and  have 
always  admitted  it,  full  partners  to  the 
Ordinance  of  1904  establishing  Chinese 
labour.  It  is  not  our  self-respect  which 
is  concerned ;  we  should  have  done  the 
same  thing  as  the  Government  have 
done,  only  for  a  longer  period.  It 
is  the  sincerity  and  self-respect  of  the 
Party  opposite  that  is  at  stake,  because 
they  have  used  language  about  the  condi- 
tions of  Chinese  labour  which  was  abso- 
lutely inconsistent  with  the  action  of  their 
Government  in  sanctioning  the  continu- 
ance of  those  conditions.  What  was  the 
policy  of  the  late  Unionist  Government 
in  regard  to  this  Ordinance  t  In  1903 
we  were  faced  by  the  fact  that  a  grave 
financial  crisis  was  inontable  in  the 
Transvaal  unless  we  sanctioned  the  em- 
ployment of  the  Chinese  in  the  mines. 
Accordingly  we  sanctioned  the  employ- 
ment of  the  Chinese,  as  an  experiment, 
to  meet  the  shortage  of  labour  which 
then  existed,  and  we  most  distinctly  said 
that  that  Chinese  labour  was  to  be 
supplementary  to,  and  not  in  substitution 
of,  Kaffir  labour.  What  was  the  position 
of  the  Liberal  Party  in  regard  to  that 
policy  1  In  the  pre  election  period,  I 
mean  before  the  election  of  1906, 
we  know  what  the  language  of  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite  and  their  leaders  was 


with  regard  to  that  policy.  I  know  the 
House  would  be  wearied,  and  I  hope  it 
would  be  disgusted,  if  I  were  to  repeat 
that  language.  It  will  be  sufficient  to 
say  that  their  denunciation  of  the  policy 
was  absolutely  unmeasured.  But  what 
happened  in  the  post-election  period; 
what  happened  after  this  election,  which 
had  largely  been  fought  upon  this  question  1 
The  present  Government  fouad  them- 
selves compelled  to  deal  with  the  matter 
early  in  their  career.  A  note  had  been 
sounded  which  was  not  acceptable  to  the 
stalwarts  below  the  gangway,  and  was 
struck  by  the  Under-Secretary  in  the 
debate  on  the  Address.  His  task,  I 
admit,  was  extremely  difficult ;  for  in  the 
politest  terms  he  could  command  he  had 
to  show  his  dissent  from  the  denunciation 
of  the  Ordinance  by  his  own  Party  as 
slavery.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  said — 

**  A  labour  contract  into  which  men  entered 
voluntarily  for  a  limited  and  hrief  period, 
under  which  they  were  paid  wages  that  they 
considered  adequate,  under  which  they  were 
not  bought  or  sold,  and  from  which  they  could 
obtain  relief,  may  not  be  a  desirable  contract, 
may  not  be  a  proper  or  a  healthy  contract,  but 
it  could  not  in  the  opinion  of  His  Majesty's 
Government  be  classihed " 

then  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  used 
terms  the  repetition  of  which  again 
would  bore  the  House  ,  but  he  intimated 
in  gigantic  words  that  those  who  said 
such  a  contract  was  slavery  were  not 
wholly  truthful.  I  appreciate  the  diffi- 
culty the  right  hon.  Gentleman  was  in, 
and  I  do  not  wish  to  say  that  he  dealt 
with  it  in  other  than  an  extremely  able 
way  ;  but  later  on  in  that  speech  he  said — 

"  It  has  been  said  that  our  policy  is  to  leave 
the  decision  of  this  Question  to  the  Transvaal 
Legislature.  Broadly  speaking,  that  is 
true " 

And  then  he  gave  certain  qualifications 
which  were  forgotten  afterwards,  and  the 
impression  on  this  House  at  the  time  was, 
and  I  think  it  was  intended  to  be  by  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  that  although  he 
could  not  justify  statements  that  had 
been  made  on  previous  occasions  by  his 
own  Party  about  Chinese  labour  being 
slavery,  in  his  judgment  the  policy  of 
Chinese  labour  should  be  left  to  the  self- 
governing  community  in  the  Transvaal. 
Neither  that  declaration  of  the  policy  of 
the  Government  nor  that  description  of 
the  speeches  of  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite 
was  popular  on  the  other  side  of  the 
House.  I  am  not  aware  whether  the 
gentlemen   who    called    Chinese    labour 
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slavery,  and   were  told  they  were  not 
truthful,    were     more     indignant    than 
those     who     really    thought     it    was 
slavery,     and      then     saw     it     passed 
over    by     a    British     Government     to 
a    self  -  governing    commimity    to    say 
whether    or    not    they   would   have  it. 
Unless    I    have    greatly    mistaken    the 
feeling  of  the  House,  I   believe  that  if 
that  statement  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man had  been  left  unqualified  and  un- 
contradicted by  some   higher  authority 
the    Gk)vernment  would   have   lost  the 
division  even  upon  the  Address  in  the 
plenitude  and  heyday  of  their  prosperity. 
But  the   Chancellor  of  the   Exchequer, 
not  for  the  first  time  nor  for  the  last, 
came  to  their  rescue.    He  saw  the  situa- 
tion and  his  Party  saw  the  situation,  and 
he  conveyed  a  different  impression  from 
that  which  had  been  conveyed  by  the 
Under-Secretary.    He  came  down  next 
day  and  took  up  this  definite  position  on 
behalf  of  the  Government.    He  said  that 
for  a  time  the  Chinese  experiment  must 
continue,  but  as  soon  as  the  Transvaal 
as  a  self-governing  community  had  had 
a  reasonable  time  to  look  round,  then 
this  Ordinance  and  the  regulations  and 
everything  that  had  arisen  out  of  it  would 
come  to  an  end.     The  Transvaal  Parlia- 
ment would  then  itself  be  free,  imembar- 
rassed,   and   unhampered  by  the   Ordi- 
nance which  at  present  oppressed  them, 
and  they  would  have  an  opportunity,  if 
they  wished  Chinese  labour  to  continue,  to 
submit  their  scheme  and  the  regulations 
and  conditions  under  it.     If  those  con- 
ditions in   any  way  corresponded  to  the 
Ordinance,  if  they  were  in  any  way  re- 
pugnant to  the  best   British  traditions. 
His   Majesty's    Govemnient  wcm'.d  veto 
them.     What  I  am  bringing  before  the 
House  this  afternoon  depends  so  largely 
upon  this  dei^laration  of  the  Chancellor 
of  the   Exchequer   and   on   this   pledge 
given  in  Parliament  to  his  followers  defi- 
nitely   and    seriously — this    declaration 
and  this  pledge  are  Si>  serious  that  I  think 
I   ought   to   n*ad   them   to   the   House, 
though  I  luiderstand  that  the  Chancellor 
of  the   Exchequer  accepts  in  substance 
what    I   have    said.     [Mr.    Asqi'ITh    as- 
sented.]   The    right     lion.     Goutleman 
said — 

*'  This  is  a  n^atter  in  which  the  oro^lit  and 
resfK^nsibility  of  the  Inqn^rial  Prirliamont  ar* 
conoorncHl." 


Speaking  of  their  liberty  to  determine 
the  future  of  Chinese  labour  he  said — 

"  They  will  be  required  if  they  so  determine, 
to  frame  legislation  of  their  own  as  to  the 
conditions  under  which  such  labour  should  be 
carried  on.  That  legislation  will,  not  only  by 
the  inherent  power  vested  in  the  Crown  in  the 
CHse  of  colonial  Constitutions,  but  by  exproes 
instructions  given  to  the  Qovemment.  le  re- 
served for  the  consideration  of  His  Majesty's 
Government  at  home.  Let  me  add  that, 
though  1  do  not  anticipate  any  such  contin- 
gency arising,  if  such  a  contingency  did  arise, 
so  long  as  we  on  this  Bench  are  responsible  for 
the  conduct  of  affairs,  any  legislation  corre- 
sponding to  that  of  this  Ordinance  and  incon- 
sistent with  owe  best  British  traditions  would 
unquestionably  be  vetoed  by  the  Government 
on  behalf  of  the  Crown." 

That  speech,  though  I  daresay  it  die.  not 
appeal  to  those  to  whom  the    speech  of 
the      Under-Secretary     appealed,      did 
appeal  to  those  who  had  honest  doubts 
in  this  matter.    The  machinery  was  left 
open  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman — the 
machinery  was  not  plainly  indicated  then, 
but  he  said  it  woidd  be  indicated  there- 
after.   Five    months    passed    from    the 
date  of  that  speech,  and  it  became  the 
task   of  the   Under-Secretary   to   bring 
forward  a  Constitution  for  the  Transvaal 
setting  up  a  Transvaal  Government  and 
enacting  the   machinery  by   which  the 
pledge  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
should  be  fulfilled.    I  do  not  think  I  need 
do  more  than  quote  one  passage  of  that 
speech  of  the  Under-Secretary,  but,  per- 
haps, I  had  better  first  refer  to  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Constitution  by  which  this 
pledge   of   the    Chancellor   of   the   Ex- 
chequer was,  I   quite   admit,   redeemed 
and  recorded.    It  is  found  in  Section  50, 
Subsections  2  and  3,  and  the  substance 
of  them  is  this,  that  on  the  termination 
of  a  period  of  one  year  from  the  date  of 
the  first  meeting  of  the  free  self-govern- 
ing   Parliament   of   the    Transvaal,    the 
Ordinance  entitled  Labour  Importation 
Ordinance   made   in    1904 — that   is   the 
Orilinance  of  the  last  Government — shall 
be    n?pealed   and   cease    to   have    effect 
withm  the  Colony,  and  that  system  of 
labour  shall  accordingly  be  determined. 
That  absolutely  fulfils  the  pledge  of  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  although 
many    thought    that    the    "  reasonable 
til      *  w  *h  it  was  to  be  repealed 

>agh  I  will  not  quanel 
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with  that.  The  Under-Secretary  in  ex- 
plaining the  new  Constitution  said  that — 

"  No  law  would  be  assented  to  which  sanc- 
tioned any  condition  of  service  or  residence  of  a 
servile  character." 

[An  Hon  Member  :  Date.]  The  date 
of  that  is  Ist  August,  1906.  Let  mo 
just  give  a  resume  of  the  position.  Under 
the  pledges  of  the  Government  and  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  we  were  to 
get  a  machinery  which  was  supplied  by 
the  Act  of  Constitution  that ;  machinery 
was  entirely  apt  and  proper  for 
the  purpose,  and  nothing  could  have 
been  recorded  with  greater  solemnity 
and  more  formality  than  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Constitution  under 
which  the  late  Government's  Ordinance 
should  come  to  an  end  on,  I  think  the 
exact  day  would  have  been  last  Satur- 
day. The  Transvaal  Government  would 
then  have  a  perfectly  clean  sheet  upon 
which  they  could  write  any  conditions 
for  the  regulation  of  Chinese  labour  they 
pleased,  and  not  by  one  but  by  two  or 
three  declarations  the  supporters  of  the 
right  hon.  Grentleman  were  assured  that 
if  there  was  any  taint  of  slavery  what- 
ever in  the  new  conditions  regulating 
Chinese  labour  His  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment would  courageously  veto  them. 
But  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  will 
really  be  a  tonished  I  think  when 
they  hear  what  the  Government  con- 
sider to  be  a  redemption  of  those  pledges. 
Will  it  be  believed  that  last  August, 
within,  I  think,  two  days  of  the  rising  of 
the  House,  on  27th  August,  there  was 
promulgated  in  a  publication  which  I 
am  bound  to  say  is  not  an  attractive  one 
or  widely  read  in  this  country — in  the 
Government  Gazette  Extraordinary  of 
the  Transvaal — without  any  debate  in 
the  Transvaal  about  it,  as  the  Attorney- 
General  simply  mentioned  it,  a  state- 
ment that  there  was  re-enacted  for  more 
than  two  years  every  single  line  of  the 
late  Government's  Ordinance,  every 
single  line  of  the  regulations  under  it ; 
and  by  Proclamation  on  30th  December 
last.  His  Majesty  was  made  to  say  that  it 
was  His  Majesty's  pleasure — not  to  veto 
as  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  said — 
but  not  to  disallow  the  re-enactment, 
that  is,  in  other  words,  to  sanction  it  ? 
When  I  said  that  not  a  line  of  the  Ordi- 
nance was  altered  I  ought  to  mention, 
in  order    to  prevent    misunderstanding. 


that  there  were  certain  emergency  pro- 
visions brought  forward  in  the  interests 
of  the  public  safety  in  the  mines  in  1905j 
at  a  time  when  there  had  been  some* 
rioting.  The  provisions  related  to  de- 
ductions and  fines  and  to  collective 
punishment,  and  I  think  summary  trial  < 
on  the  mining  premises  instead  of  in  the 
Courts.  I  think  His  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment were  right  in  saying  on  their  re- 
sponsibility some  months  before  the  right 
hon.  (Jentleman's  speech  that  there  was 
no  necessity  for  the  further  continuance 
of  those  provisions  as  the  emergency  had 
disappeared,  and  I  think  they  were 
right  in  repealing  them. 

The  UNDER-SECRETARY  of  STATE 
FOR  THE  COLONIES  (Mr.  Churchill, 
Manchester,  N.W.)  :  What  was  the 
emergency  ? 

Mr.  LYTTELTON:  The  emergency 
was  the  occurrence  of  riots  for  which,  on 
the  advice  of  the  Superintendent  of 
Labour,  the  special  measures  were 
framed.  I  see  the  right  hon.  (Jentle- 
man  sneers  at  the  idea  of  this  being 
treated  as  unimportant.  Does  he  really 
say  that  it  is  important  ?  Does  he 
really  maintain  that  the  Ordinance  of 
the  late  Government  is  substantially 
affected  by  these  emergency  provisions  i 
He  cannot ;  and  no  man  can,  as  I  can 
prove ;  and  the  less  the  right  hon» 
Gentleman  sneers  at  that  the  better* 
If  there  had  been  any  truth  in  what 
those  now  sitting  on  the  Treasury  Bench 
said  about  the  Ordinance,  it  should  not 
have  been  allowed  to  remain  on  the 
Statute-book  for  a  single  month.  la 
1904  the  President  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  said — 

**  This  Ordinance  was  like  a  hill  of  lading 
for  billets  or  railway  sleepers.  The  negro  slave 
in  America  was  never  treated  as  these  Chinese- 
were  to  be  treated.  He  was  not  mado  to  live 
in  a  compound,  part  prison  and  part  hospital^ 
while  a  company  made  heavy  profits  out  of 
him  by  sellinjr  him  rotten  meal  ani  diseas  d 
mralies,  and  by  subjecting  him  to  loathsome- 
conditions." 

The  Chief  Secretary  said  that  these  labour 
conditions — 

"  Were  objectionable  to  the  English  Gov- 
ernment and  the  English  people,  and  they 
could  not,  and  would  not,  be  approved  of  in 
time  to  come  under  any  circumstances  whatever.* 
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Mr,  LYTTELTON  :  No,  I  did  not. 
I  take  some  blame  to  myself  for  not 
knowing. 

Mr.  CHURCHILL  :  You  ought. 

Mr,  LYTTELTON :  1  think  not,  for 
this  reason.  Of  course,  I  knew  the 
Ordinance  was  to  come  to  an  end  by  a 
provision  of  the  Constitution,  in  March  of 
this  year.  That  was  the  date  on  which 
my  mind  was  concentrated,  and  it  was 
not  to  the  interest  of  anyone  in  South 
Africa  to  apprise  me  of  the  terms ;  and  it 
was  obviously  not  to  the  interest  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  opposite  to  appiise 
his  followers.  I  may  have  missed  some- 
thing in  the  papers,  but  I  am  not  aware 
of  it.  Can  any  hon.  Member  opposite 
refer  me  to  any  official  publication  in  this 
country  by  which  this  was  disclosed  ? 

♦Mr.  MACKARNESS  (Berkshire,  New- 
bury) said  he  had  referred  to  the  subject, 
which  was  discussed  for  some  time,  in 
August  last,  and  was  duly  reported  in 
Mansard^s  Parliamentary  Debates. 

Mr.  LYTTELTON:  I  quite  accept 
what  the  hon.  Member  has  said.  I  was 
not  aware  of  it ;  but  what  i  say  is  this, 
that  it  was  wrong  and  misleading  for  no 
mention  to  be  made  in  this  country  in 
any  official  document  or  any  Blue-book 
on  this  matter.  I  do  not  know  what 
period  the  hon.  Gentleman  refers  to. 

♦Mr.  MACKARNESS:  The  21st 
August. 

Mr.  LYTTELTON  :  I  think  I  shall  be 
stating  what  is  correct  with  regard  to  the 
passing  of  the  law  when  I  say  we  were 
utterly  unaware  that  the  Ordinance  had 
been  passed  and  accepted.  [Cries  of 
"**  No,  no."]  I  am  perfectly  ojxin  to  cor- 
rection on  the  point.  If  I  can  be  satisfied 
that  anything  has  escaped  my  notice, 
well  and  good.  So  far  as  I  know,  there 
has  been  utter  official  silence  since  the 
27th  August  until  this  date.  I  think  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member  who  states  that 
he  referred  to  this  matter  in  August  is 
missing  the  true  point.  The  point  is 
whether  the  Ordinance  passed  by  the 
Government  of  the  Transvaal  is  in  actual 
conflict  with  that  which  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  laid  down  as  the  prin- 
ciple. I  Cries  of  **  No."]  Yes.  The  right 
hon.    Gentleman    says    not.      Ue  must 
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forgive  me  for  saying  so,  but  I  wonder 
he  has  the  audacity  to  say  that, 
because  I  am  using  bis  own  words  when 
1  say  that  he  pledged  himself  to  this 
House  to  veto  any  such  Ordinance  passed 
by  the  Transvaal  (rovemment  as  corres- 
ponded to  our  own.  This  Ordinance  is 
the  same.  [Cries  of  "  No."]  The  hon. 
and  learned  Gentlemen  said  he  referred 
to  this  subject  in  August.  Assent  by 
Royal  Proclamation  was  not  given  to  this 
Law  until  the  30th  December,  and  1  hes 
that  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  wiU 
not  interrupt  me  unless  he  can  answer 
my  Question.  Can  he  refer  me  to  any 
declaration  since  the  30th  December  last 
year  in  which  there  is  any  reference  to  the 
proclamation. 


♦Mr.  MACKAENESS  said  he  himseK 
had  taken  very  much  the  view  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  and  had  pointed 
out  to  the  Government  in  August  last  that 
the  course  was  being  taken  which  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  had  stated. 

Mr.  LYTTELTON:  Fortunately  I 
have  an  account  of  the  proceedings  in  my 
hand.  On  the  26th  August  last,  the  hon. 
Member  for  Newbury  asked  whether  the 
servile  conditions  expressly  prohibited  by 
the  terms  of  the  Constitution  were  to  be 
re-enacted  for  three  years.  The  Under- 
Secretary  replied  that  the  Ordinance — 

'*  had  not  yet  come  to  thia  ooimtry,  and  he 
could  not  forecast  what  would  be  the  action  of 
the  Government  of  the  Transvaal." 

Here  is  an  official  utterance — 

"  But  it  appeared  to  him  that  the  Transvaal 
Government  were  prepared  to  terminate 
rather  than  touch  the  details  of  the  system  of 
Chinese  labour  which  prevailed." 

I  would  ask  the  hon.  Member  for 
Newbury  whether  he  thinks  that 
it  was  brought  clearly  to  the  atten- 
tion of  the  House,  and  the  friends 
who  sit  by  him,  that  they  were 
going  to  introduce,  to  use  his  own 
felicitous  language,  servile  labour  for  a 
period  of  three  years  t  This  appears  to 
have  excited  some  indignation  in  certain 
([uarters,  but  not  in  many,  but  I  think 
hoD.  Gentlemen  opposite  will  be  glad  to 
hear  what  are  the  real  facts  of  the  case. 
I  do  not  think  I  have  misrepresented  a 
single  thing.  I  do  not  think  1  have  made 
any  comments  upon  the  facts.  I  think 
the  facts  as  I  have  narrated  them  form 
the  best  commentary  themselves.  But  I 
do  ask  the  Under-Seoretioy  how  he  can 
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reconcile  the  facts  which  I  have  stated 
with  the  rudimentary  principles  of  good 
faith. 

Mr.  CHURCHILL:  Mr.  Speaker, 
the  debate  on  the  Question  which  you 
have  put  from  the  Chair  affords  wide 
scope  to  the  ingenuity  and  activity  of  an 
Opposition.  There  are  scarcely  any 
subjects  which  can  be  conceived  within 
the  ordinary  arena  of  Party  politics  which 
cannot  in  one  form  or  another  be  raised 
on  such  an  occasion  as  this.  Hon.  and 
right  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite,  therefore, 
have  had  a  very  wide  choice  of  subjects 
from  which  to  select  the  principal  ground 
for  attacking  his  Majesty's  Grovernment. 
I  must  say  I  am  surprised  that,  with  so 
many  attractive  subjects  of  controversy 
before  him,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
should  have  fallen  back  upon  his  old  love, 
disdaining  all  novelties  which  might  have 
been  introduced  into  political  controversy, 
to  be  faithful  to  that  great  system  of 
Chinese  labour  with  which  his  name  will 
for  ever  be  associated. 

Mr.  LYTTELTON:  And  to  which 
you  have  been  faithful. 

Mr.  CHURCHILL  :  And  on  which  he 
has  so  often  addressed  the  House  from 
so  many  points  of  view.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  has  referred  to  this  old  subject, 
probably  well  known  to  everyone  who 
has  sat  for  the  last  two  years  in  the 
House  of  Commons,  the  issues  of  which 
have  been  threshed  out  over  and  over 
again,  with  a  little  less  than  the  usual 
good  temper  which  characterises  bis 
speeches  in  this  House.  I  do  not  think 
I  have  ever  heard  the  right  hon.  Grentle- 
man  use  charges  of  broken  faith  and 
breach  of  pledges  against  his  political 
opponents  with  so  much  repetition  and 
emphasis  as  we  have  listened  to  this 
afternoon.  This  debate  has  followed 
a  long  succession  of  cross-examina- 
tions of  a  protracted  and  vigilant 
character,  which  we  have  had  at 
Question  time  durin<];  the  last  three 
weeks.  I  say  frankly,  speaking  on 
behalf  of  the  Government  and  the 
Colonial  Office  policy,  I  am  not  at  all 
sorry  that  hon.  and  right  hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite  have  at  length  had  the  courage 
to  raise  this  question  in  the  House,  where 
it  may  properly  be  made  the  subject 
of  debate,  and  of  reply.     I  was  surprised 


that  the  Opposition  should  seek  to  dwell 
upon  the  subject  of  Chinese  labour. 
After  all,  there  has  been  no  subject,  I 
tbink,  on  which  they  have  more  Con- 
sistently been  wrong,  from  the  day  the 
controversy  was  begun  until  this  after- 
noon. I  have  seen  it  suggested  by  the 
right  hon.  (Jentleman  tlie  Leader  of  the 
Opposition  and  by  others  that  we  who 
sit  on  this  side  of  the  House  are  ashamed 
of  what  we  have  said  in  regard  to  Chinese 
labour.  I  am  not  in  the  least  ashamed. 
I  am  quite  willing  to  admit  that  in  some 
of  the  language  used  about  Chinese 
labour  there  was  an  element  of  exaggera- 
tion. It  is  a  deplorable  thing  that,  when 
persons  are  engaged  in  acute  political 
controversy,  they  sometimes  allow  their 
language  to  be  rather  the  means  of  giving 
relief  to  their  feelings  than  an  actual 
description  of  the  facts.  That  is,  no 
doubt,  a  very  melancholy  fact  for  us  to 
reflect  upon,  but  it  has  gone  on  in  the 
past  in  English  politics,  and  it  may 
sometimes  recur  in  the  future — I 
tremble  to  think  that  something  of  this 
nature  may  even  at  this  moment 
be  going  on  in  this  very  city. 
But,  reviewing  the  whole  agitation 
against  Chinese  labour  now,  two  years 
afterwards,  when  it  is  passing  away 
for  ever  from  South  Africa,  I  doubt 
whether  you  could  take  from  the  whole 
area  of  politics  any  subject  on  which 
the  Liberal  Party  and  those  who  act 
with  them  in  this  question  have  been 
more  completely  vindicated.  Why,  it 
is  proved  now  what  could  only  be  pro- 
phesised  four  years  ago,  when  the 
Chinese  were  first  introduced,  that  the 
system  was  a  vicious,  unhealthy  system, 
producing  lamentable  consequences  to  the 
Chinese  and  the  greatest  disturbance 
to  all  the  people  of  the  country  into 
which  they  were  brought.  It  has  been 
proved  that  under  that  system,  in  defiance 
of  pledges  given  by  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man to  the  House  of  Commons — though 
I  am  quite  willing  to  admit  without  his 
personal  knowledge — flogging  on  a  very 
extensive  scale  had  been  practi83d  on  the 
Ohincso  by  the  sanction  of  the  trusted 
officer  of  his  administration.  It  is  proved 
,  that,  while  the  Chinese  have  besn  era- 
'  ployed  upon  the  Witwatersrand,  the  in- 
'■  dustrv  has  deteriorated  in  almost  every 
respect — in  the  number  of  white  men 
'  employed  per  drill,  per  stamp,  per  ton. 
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of  ore  mined,  per  oiince  of  gold  extracted, 
and  in  the  wages  which  are  paid  to  the 
native  labourers,  and  in  every  respect 
there  has  been  a  sensible  deterioration  in 
the  ordinary  economy  of  the  Witwaters- 
rand  industry.  It  has  been  proved  that, 
so  far  from  the  introduction  of  Chinese 
labour  leading  to  an  increase  in  the  em- 
plojnnent  of  white  labour,  it  has  produced 
a  positive  reduction  in  the  amoimt  of 
white  labour  employed,  and  even  in  the 
proportion  of  white  labour  employed. 
And  let  the  House  notice  this.  It  is  a 
coincidence  from  which  we  are  entitled  to 
draw  a  moral,  that  the  proportion  of 
white  labour  employed  to  natives  and 
Chinamen  on  the  Rand  fell  to  the  lowest 
point  at  the  moment  when  the  maximum 
of  Chinese  importation  had  been  attained, 
and  the  smallest  mmiber  of  white  men 
on  the  Rand  corresponded  exactly  with 
the  largest  number  of  Chinamen ;  and 
since  we  have  turned  the  comer  of  this  im- 
portation and  have  begun  to  wear  it  down 
there  has  been  steady  increase  in  the 
number  of  white  men  employed  on  the 
Witwatersrand.  So  that  hon.  Gentle- 
men opposite  were  wrong  again  on  that 
matter,  among  all  the  others.  But  what 
am  I  to  say  about  the  will  of  the  people  of 
the  Transvaal,  of  which  we  heard  so 
much  ?  It  used  to  be  represented  in  the 
last  Parliament  that  not  to  allow  the 
Chinese  Ordinance  would  be  to  coerce 
a  Colony  which  was  virtually  self- 
governed.  We  were  told  that  the 
moment  the  people  of  the  Transvaal  had 
an  opportunity  of  expressing  their 
opinion,  so  far  from  letting  the  Chinamen 
go,  they  would  insist  upon  some  system 
by  which  their  importation  should  be 
continued,  and  even  increased.  We  were 
told  that,  even  after  General  Botha  had 
become  Prime  Minister,  there  would  be 
no  attempt  on  the  part  of  the  Transvaal 
Government  to  get  rid  of  the  Chinese. 
There  sits  the  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Dulwich,  who  in  this  House 
made  a  speech  which,  I  am  sure,  every 
one  sitting  on  the  bench  beside  him 
deplores,  in  which  he  said  that — 

"  GeiK^ral  Botha  has  been  paid  for  but  not 
bought," 

and  that  the  Chinese  would  not  be 
repatriated  under  the  Government  which 
had  then  come  into  power.  Very  well. 
What  has  been  the  result  ?  I  stand 
here  to  admire  the  noble  efforts  which 

Mr.  Churchill. 


the  Transvaal  Government  have  made 
to  get  rid  of  Chinese  labour.  Let  the 
House  remember  what  they  had  to  do. 
The  number  of  Chinese  in  the  country 
since  we  assimied  power  was  increased 
actually  while  we,  who  disapproved  of 
the  whole  system,  held  power;  but  why? 
Because  under  the  administration  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  in  spite  of  his 
recommendation  to  his  officers,  16,000 
extra  licences  were  issued  which  it  would 
have  been  a  breach  of  contract  for 
the  in-coming  Government  to  disallow. 
Against  that  the  Transvaal  Government 
had  to  work.  But,  in  spite  of  this  up- 
ward tide  of  Chinese  they  have  reduced 
the  number  of  Chinese  from  something 
like  63,000,  the  figure  at  which  they 
stood  at  their  maximum,  to  something 
imder  28,000  at  the  present  moment, 
and  before  the  end  of  the  year  I  beUeve 
not  much  more  than  10,000  Chinese 
will  be  remaining,  and  a  very  small  and 
diminishing  quantity  will  peter  out  com- 
pletely and  for  ever  when  another 
twelve  months  after  that  has  passed. 
So  much  for  the  substantial  facts  of 
the  controversy.  Let  me  follow  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  into  the  Parliamentary 
point  which  he  has  made  as  to  the  pledges 
which  have  been  given.  We  never 
pretended  for  a  moment  that  it 
would  be  possible  to  get  rid  of  the 
Chinese  by  a  stroke  of  the  pen.  On 
the  contrary,  the  House  knows  per- 
fectly well  that  I  made  a  speech,  the 
first  speech  I  had  the  honour  of  delivering 
in  this  House  for  the  Government,  in  which 
Vindicated  to  the  supporters  of  the  (Jovem- 
ment  on  these  benche8,who  were  earnestly 
desirous  of  seeing  Chinese  labour  termin- 
ated at  a  stroke,  that  it  was  physically  and 
practically  impossible  to  determine  it  so. 
You  had  so  committed  us,  you  had  so 
compromised  this  country  and  the  people 
of  the  Transvaal  against  their  will,  you 
had  so  tied  our  hands  for  the  future  by 
the  careful  manner  in  which  16,000 
further  Chinese  were  to  be  admitted,  that 
it  was  not  possible,  short  of  impos'mg  upon 
the  taxpayers  of  this  country  a  vast  and 
uncalculated  expenditure,  to  terminate 
the  system  by  a  stroke  of  the  pen.  I 
appealed  to  the  House  for  patience.  I 
appealed  to  the  House  to  trust  to  the  judg- 
ment and  opinion  of  the  local  Govemment. 
I  appealed  to  the  House  to  trust  the 
people    of    the    Transvaal,    that    when 


1121        Consolidated  Fund        {23  March  1908} 

they  got  the  power  of  dealing  with  their 
own  affairs  they  would  repudiate  the 
action  which  was  falsely  and  improperly 
entered  into  in  their  behalf.  I  was 
laughed  at.  We  were  derided  from 
those  benches  just  as  we  are  to-day, 
but  to-day  we  have  the  facts  on  our  side. 
It  is  no  use  for  the  hon.  Member  for 
Dulwich  to  laugh.  His  laughter  i^ill  not 
make  the  Chinese  come  back.  It  will 
not  prevent  them  shrinking  steadily  until 
the  last  one  has  gone  away,  and  will  not 
prevent  that  beneficial  and  blessed 
operation  so  full  of  hope  and  advantage 
to  South  Africa  and  the  British  Empire 
as  a  whole,  from  being  accomplished 
upon  the  authority  and  by  the  driving 
power  of  a  Grovemment  elected  on  the 
widest  possible  franchise.  What  did 
my  right  hon.  friend  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  say  as  to  the  time  in  which 
Chinese  labour  could  be  abolishec'.  He 
said,  in  the  debate  on  the  Address  at  the 
beginning  of  this  Parliament — 
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"  I  rememhor  pointing  out  on  that  occasion 
that  the  worst  of  taking  a  step  of  this  kind  was 
that  once  you  had  taken  it  in  a  large  measure 
and  for  a  long  time  to  come  it  must  be  irretrace- 
able. And  80  I  believe  there  is  no  one  who 
thinks  or  has  ever  encouraged  the  country  to 
think  at  the  time  of  the  election  that  these 
coolies  could  be  compjlsorily  deported  en 
masse.*' 

He  said  further — 

"  I  wonder  whether  hon.  Gentlemen  who 
gave  that  faint  cheer  a  few  moments  ago  have 
ever  read  the  history  of  the  dealings  of  this 
country  and  this  Parliament  with  West  Indian 
slavery.  That  was  admitted  slavery.  There 
was  no  question  or  dispute  about  it  in  any 
quarter.  And  what  happened  ?  When  the 
great  reformed  Parliament  met  in  1833,  full  of 
enthusiasm  after  the  Act  of  1832,  the  first  really 
popular  Assembly  that  had  met  within  these 
walls  for  the  best  part  of  a  couple  of  hundred 
years,  one  of  the  first  tasks  to  which  it  addressed 
itself  was  the  emancipation  of  the  slaves  in  the 
West  Indies.  I  suppose  you  would  agree  that 
Mr.  Stanley,  afterwards  Lord  Derby,  Mr.  Wil- 
berforce,  and  Mr.  Buxton  were  perhaps  as  keei: 
and  as  sincere  in  their  abhorrence  and  in  their 
desire  to  put  an  end  to  it  as  even  the  framers 
of  this  Amendment.  Well,  what  was  the  legis- 
lation of  that  Parliament — the  carefully  con- 
sidered legislation  of  men  who  were  a,s  keenly 
desirous  as  any  man  on  these  benches,  that 
any  reproach  of  this  sort  should  be  removed  ? 
They  ena<'ted  that  for  a  period  of  seven  years 
these  slaves  released  in  name  at  least  from 
the  sialus  of  slavery  were  to  continue  as  com- 
pulsory apprentices  to  their  masters, 
guying  three-fourths  of  their  time  and 
labour  to  those  who  had  formerly  been 
their  owners,  so  anxious,  and  rightly  anxious, 
i  they  that  when  an  institution  of  this  kind. 


good  or  bad,  had  become  mixed  up  with  the 
whole  social  and  industrial  life  of  the  com- 
munity you  should  not,  in  your  anxiety  and 
legitimate  eagerness  to  put  an  end  to  it  at  the 
earliest  possible  moment,  inflict  unmerited  and 
unnecessary  suffering  on  those  who  were  affected 
by  it." 

Is  is  in  conjunction  with  that  statement 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  that  the 
whole  policy  of  the  Government  in  this 
matter  must  be  interpreted.  We  have 
always  recognised  that  time  would  be 
necessary.  But  let  me  draw  the  atten- 
tion of  the  House  to  the  special  reasons 
for  our  objection  to  the  conditions 
contained  in  the  Ordinance  for  which 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  was  respon- 
sible. I  have  been  frequently  attacked 
in  this  House,  on  the  ground  that 
the  conditions  imder  which  natives 
of  South  Africa  are  employed  in  the 
mines  are  exactly  the  same  as  the  condi- 
tions under  which  the  Chinamen  are 
employed.  Let  me  say  here  that  I  have 
noticed  that  answers  which  I  have  given 
on  this  subject  have  been  mutilated  for 
the  purpose  of  quotation.  For  instance, 
I  said  the  other  day,  in  answer  to  a  ques- 
tion as  to  the  conditions  under  which 
natives  and  Chinese  were  respectively 
employed,  that  the  natives  were  not,  of 
course,  subject  to  the  conditions  and  re- 
strictions of  the  Transvaal  Labour  Im- 
portation Ordinance,  but  in  other  respects 
they  were  not  dissimilar.  The  first  part 
of  the  answer  is  omitted,  and  use  is  made 
of  the  words :  "  The  conditions  are  not 
dissimilar,"  apart  from  their  context 
and  apart  from  the  explanatory  sentence 
that  precedes  them.  That  may  be  a  very 
useful  form  of  political  controversy  to 
hon.  Gentlemen  opposite,  but  it  scarcely 
entitles  them  to  hold  up  their  hands  in 
holy  horror  at  any  placards  or  criticisms 
of  their  action  in  the  past.  The  dis- 
tinction between  Chinese  and  native 
labour  is  simply  this.  The  South  African 
native  who  enlists  for  service  in  the 
Transvaal  mines  is  in  his  own  country, 
or  one  closely  similar  to  it ;  all  he  does 
is  to  cross  a  political  boundary  and  he  finds 
himself  in  the  main  amidst  races  closely 
related  to  his  own.  He  engages  for  a  short 
term  of  service,  six  months,  nine  months, 
or  a  year  at  the  outside,  and  he  is  able 
to  return  to  his  own  people  at  the  termina- 
tion of  his  service.  The  Chinese  coolie,  on 
the  other  hand,  is  separated  by  an  im- 
passable barrier — the  sea — from  his  native 
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land,  and  he  is  condemned  by  the  tenns 
of  his  indentures  to  service  of  not  less 
than  three  years  duration.      The  native 
who  goes  to  the  Transvaal  may,  if  he 
pleases,  remain  in  the  Transvaal  at  the 
end  of  his  term  of  service,  and  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  Transvaal  is  only  too  glad 
that  he  should  do  so.     He  can  settle  down 
and  marry  and  bring  up  a  family ;     he 
may   own   land   and   engage   ^n   trade ; 
he  may  become  a  skilled  artisan.     The 
Ordinance    devised    by    the    right    hon. 
Gentleman   opposite,   and  of  which  he 
is  such  an  admirer,  forces  the  Chinese 
coolie  to  leave  South  Africa  when  the 
term   of   his   engagement   has    expired. 
Throughout   the   duration   of   his   term 
of  service  he  is  forbidden  to  be  anything 
but   an   unskilled   labourer.     He   is    re- 
quired to  act  as  nearly  as  possible  as  a 
human  machine.     His  function  is  to  ex- 
tract gold  for  his  employer,  and  when  his 
utility  is  finished  he  is  to  be  cast  aside 
as   a   creature   with   whom  it  is   filthy 
to    come     into     contact.      Under     the 
special  restrictions  of  this  Ordinance  the 
Chinese    coolie    is    subjected   to    a    law 
which    creates    a    variety    of    offences 
unknown  to  the  ordinary  law.     It  is  a 
criminal  offence  for  him  to  desert  from 
the  service  of  his  employer  or  to  refuse 
to  work  for  his  employer.     It  is  a  criminal 
offence  if  he  carries  on  any  business  other 
than  that  of  an  unskilled  labourer  in  the 
exploitation  of  minerals.     He  is  guilty 
of    a  criminal  offence  if  he  enters  the 
ser\Hce   of   any  person   oth'^r   than   the 
importer  or  his  transferee  ;   if  he  engages 
in  any  trade  or  business  ;   if  he  acquires, 
holds,   or  leases,   directly  or  indirectly, 
any   fixed   property    or   mining   rights ; 
or  if  he  leaves  the  premises  on  which  he  is 
employed  without  a  permit.     Indeed  his 
ability     to     commit     offences     is     the 
only     thing     that     distinguishes      him 
from    a     machine.     Under    the     Ordi- 
nance   of     1905,     Chinese    coolies    are 
not     only     responsible     for     individual 
offences ;       they     may     be     punished 
collectively  on  suspicion  of  a  particular 
group  of  coolies,  and  fines  may  be  de- 
ducted from  their  wages.     They  may  be 
punished  criminally  for  losing  the  pro- 
perty  of   their   employer,    or   for   using 
insulting   language    to    their   employers. 
The    Ordinance    empowers    any   private 
white  person  to  arrest  a  coolie  without 
warrant     outside     the     Witwatersrand 

Mr.  Chum 


district.       In     spite    of    these     restric- 
tions    the     Chinese    coolies     frequently 
do  desert,  and  lamentable  results  follow. 
I  wish  the  House  to  realise  the  distinction 
we    make.     Our    objection    is     against 
special  legislation  of  that  kind,  for  which 
we  cannot  possibly  become  responsible. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  says  we  are 
responsible  for  allowing  it  to  go  on.     We 
are  responsible  for  not  bringing  it  to  a 
close.     Any  Ordinance  which   we  have 
sanctioned    is    not    for    the    purpose  of 
continuing  Chinese  labour,   but  for  the 
express  purpose  of   bringing  it  to  a  close. 
It  is  perfectly  well  known  to  anybody 
who  has  taken  the  trouble  to  consider  the 
question    that    it    would    be    quite    im- 
possible to  allow  all  the  Chinese  who  are 
in  South  Africa,  imtil  they  have  finished 
their  indentures,   to  disperse  broadcast 
through  the  land.     The  people  of  South 
Africa  would  not  allow  it ;  the  security 
and  order  of  the  whole  coimtry  would 
disappear  ;  you  would  never  get  them  out 
of    South    Africa.     This    House    knows 
perfectly  well  that  the  continuance  of  the 
restrictions     under    which  they   are   at 
present    working    would    be     perfectly 
intolerable  if  it  were  part  of  a  system  by 
which   Chinese   labour   was   to    be   con- 
tinued.    But  it  is  a  necessary  part  of  the 
process   of  liquidation,   and  as   such  it 
commands  the  support  of  those  who  have 
laboured   so   long   and  so   earnestly   to 
achieve  that  object.     What  is  the  atti- 
tude of  the  Party  opposite  ?     They  talk 
about   pledges. .  They   were  never  con- 
cerned to  bring  Chinese  labour  to  a  close. 
The  one  pledge  they  would  like  to  have 
extracted  from  us  was  that  it  should  be 
continued  in  permanence.    If  any  Min- 
ister   on    this     bench    had    committed 
himself  to  a  pledge  of  that  kind,  what 
has  happened  now  would  have  been  a 
breach    and    violation    of    that    pledge. 
Pledges   were  given  to  gentlemen  who 
were  resolutely  determined  to  bring  to  an 
end  the  svstem  of  Chinese  labour. 


Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR  (City  of  Lon- 
don):    To  Parliament  and  the  comitry. 

Mr.  CHURCHILL  :  I  agree  with  what 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  says.  They 
were  pledges  given  to  Parliament  and 
the  country,  and  Parliament  and  the 
country  must  judge  of  their  fulfilment. 
What  are  we  to  think  of  the  attitude  of 
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the  Party  opposite  ?  During  the  time 
that  the  Transvaal  was  represented  only 
by  a  small  group  of  capitalists,  the  great 
mining  magnates,  anything  which  men- 
aced the  mining  industry  was  the  object 
of  violent  attack  from  hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite.  We  were  told  that  in  attacking 
the  mining  industry  we  were  not  only 
sapp'ng  the  springs  of  prosperity  in  South 
Africa,  but  menacing  the  dominion  of 
British  power  and  the  honour  of  the 
British  flag.  But  now  that  the  election 
has  taken  place  and  a  responsible  Govern- 
ment is  m  power  and  authority  in  the 
Transvaal,  all  their  solicitude  for  the 
mines  has  vanished.  These  mines,  which 
were  so  carefully  guarded  when  they 
were  directed  in  the  interests  of  the  few, 
have  come  to  be  regarded  as  a  legitimate 
object  of  attack  now  that  they  are  con- 
trolled by  a  Government  elected  on  a 
wide  franchise,  and  hon.  Gentlemen  exert 
themselves  to  show  that  this  or  that 
system  of  labour — native  labour  from 
different  parts  of  South  Africa — will 
produce  evil  conditions.  I  am  far  from 
saying  that  the  conditions  under  which 
the  natives  are  employed]  in  the  Wit- 
watersrand  district  or  on  the  Rand  are 
wholly  satisfactory,  but  I  can  say  that 
there  has  been  a  great  improvement  in 
the  condition  of  the  native  labourers. 
In  the  year  1903,  in  the  course  of  a  debate 
on  the  condition  of  the  native  labourers, 
raised  in  this  House  by  my  hon.  and 
gallant  friend  below  the  gangway,  it 
was  stated  that  the  mortality  among  the 
native  labourers  amounted  to  seventy- 
eight  per  1,000.  That  rate  of  mortality 
was  reduced  in  1905  by  Parliamentary 
agitation  to  forty-six  per  1,000.  During 
the  time  the  present  responsible  Go\ern- 
ment  has  been  in  power  in  the  Transvaal 
— who  are  sending  away  Chinese  in  ship- 
loads every  month — the  mortality  among 
the  native  labourers  has  been  materially 
reduced.  The  figure  now  is  thirty-two 
per  1,000. 

Mr.  LYTTELTON  said  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  permitted  Dr.  Sansome, 
the  medical  officer  specially  appointed 
by  the  late  Grovernment,  to  be  dismissed 
by  the  Boer  Parliament. 

Mr.  CHURCHILL  :  I  object  strongly 
to  j  the  expression  *'  the  Boer  Parlia- 
ment."    In  the  course  which  the  Trans- 


vaal Government  have  pursued  in  regard 
to  the  mining  industry  they  have  the 
support,  not  only  of  their  own  followers, 
who  include  half  the  British  residents, 
but  also  of  that  minority  who  hitherto 
have  been  always  opposed  to  them.  By 
earnest  efforts  the  Transvaal  Government 
has  been  very  successful  in  coping  with 
a  great  difficulty  in  a  short  time  ;  General 
Botha's  Government  has  succeeded  in 
reducing  the  rate  of  mortality  consider- 
ably below  the  figure  at  which  it  stood 
under  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  Crown 
Colony  administration,  and  it  is  no  busi- 
ness of  ours  to  ask  whether  they  wish  to 
employ  Dr.  Sansome  or  anyone  else.  I 
submit  to  the  House  that  the  course 
which  His  Majesty's  Government  has 
taken  with  regard  to  Chinese  labour  has 
been  vindicated  at  every  step,  and  that 
the  result  is  much  better  than  we  hoped 
for.  It  is  far  better  for  us  that  the  people 
of  South  Africa  should  make  a  clean 
sweep  of  the  Chinese  than  that  they 
should  put  forward  a  series  of  amended 
Ordinances  with  the  object  of  trying  to 
secure  the  continuance  of  Chinese  labour 
under  conditions  which  ought  not  to  be 
tolerated  in  thib  country.  I  rejoice  that 
they  have  taken  the  course  they  have 
done;  and  I  venture  to  think  that, 
having  taken  that  course,  they  deserve 
the  ordinary  fair  play  that  is  extended 
to  self-governing  Colonies  all  over  the 
British  Empire.  Hon.  Gentlemen  oppo- 
site may  some  day  be  called  upon  to 
administer  affairs  and  to  deal  with  the 
Dutch  Governments  in  South  Africa, 
In  the  main,  they  are  Dutch  Govern- 
ments. They  have  accepted  office  under 
the  Crown  and  they  are  loyally  fulfilling  " 
their  duty.  I  earnestly  hope,  when  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite  come  into  power, 
they  will  so  conduct  affairs  as  to  make 
these  Governments  feel  that  they  will 
be  treated  with  that  measure  of  fair 
play  which  is  extended  so  fully  to  other 
self-governing  Colonies. 

Mr.  BONAR  law  (CamberweU,  Dul- 
wich)  said  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had 
done  him  the  honour  of  mentioning  his 
name  in  the  course  of  his  speech.  He 
had  said  that  no  amount  of  laughter  on 
his  part  would  bring  the  Chinese  back 
to  South  Africa.  Apparently  no  amount 
of  speeches  on  the  part  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman^wouldsend  the  Chinese  out 
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of  South  Africa,  for  there  were  nearly 
as  many  there  now  as  at  the  time  this 
Government  came  into  ofl&ce.  [Minis- 
terial cries  of  "No,  no."]  He  im- 
derstood  there  were  30,000  there  now. 

Mr.  CHURCHILL  :  Under  28,000. 

Mr.  BONAR  law  said  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  had  thought  it  wise  to 
seem  not  to  understand.  The  whole 
point  of  the  charge  made  against  the 
Government  by  his  right  hon.  friend  had 
been  left  unanswered.  The  Under- 
Secretary  for  the  Colonies  had  delivered 
a  very  irrelevant  and  a  very  confused 
speech.  He  did  not  say  that  in  dis- 
paragement of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's 
ability.  His  observations  showed  his 
Parliamentary  aptitude.  Parhamentary 
aptitude  was  shown  not  more  clearly 
in  making  a  good  and  incisive  speech 
when  one  had  a  good  case^  t^an  in 
making  a  confused  and  irrelevant  speech 
when  one  had  a  bad  case,  and  when 
his  only  hope  was  to  try  to  confuse 
the  issue.  In  this  instance  that  was  a 
forlorn  hope.  The  issue  was  too  plain, 
too  precise,  and  too  definite.  The  charge 
made  by  his  right  hon.  friend  was  that 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  in  order 
to  get  over  a  temporary  Parliamentary 
diflBculty  gave  to  the  House  of  Commons 
a  solemn  pledge  that  if  the  new  Govern- 
ment in  the  Transvaal  attempted  to  keep 
the  Chinese  hy  conditions  similar  to  those 

Prevailing  under  the  old  Ordinance  His 
lajesty's  Government  would  prevent 
them  doing  so.  That  was  the  pledge 
solemnly,  deliberately,  and  openly  given 
in  the  House  of  Commons.  It  had  been 
broken.  [Ministerial  cries  of  "No."] 
It  had  been  deliberately,  if  not  openly, 
broken,  and  if  hon.  Gentlemen  were 
satisfied  with  the  explanations  which  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  given  of  that 
transaction,  then  they  were  very  easily 
satisfied.  He  was  sure  that  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  could  not  leave 
it  there  1 

Mr.  ASQUITH  :  Leave  what  ? 

Mr.  BONAR  LAW  :  The  case  as  put 
by  his  right  hon.  friend.  It  did  indeed 
involve  the  honour  of  His  Majesty's 
Government  as  a  whole,  but  it  involved 
in  a  special  degree  the  honour  of  the 
Minister  who  made  that  pledge,  and  who 
had  deliberately  allowed  it  to  be  broken. 

Mr.  Bonar  Law. 


What  did  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
mean  by  talking  about  intentions  1  What 
the  Members  of  the  Opposition  had  to  do 
with  was  what  the  Government  had 
done.  They  made  a  pledge,  and  they 
had  broken  it,  and  if  there  was  anything 
in  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  interrup- 
tion, it  was  only  this,  that  the  Colonial 
Office  had  done  it  behind  his  back,  as 
well  as  behind  the  back  of  the  House 
of  Commons.  The  Under-Secretary 
had  gone  over  a  very  large  part  of 
this  ancient  controversy  ;  he  had  said  it 
was  strange  that  the  Opposition  had 
not  tried  to  find  something  novel.  There 
was  a  slight  novelty  in  this  transactioD. 
Up  to  now  similar  incidents  on  the  part  of 
His  Majesty's  Government  had  only  been 
used  for  the  purpose  of  deceiving  the 
public.  That  was  characteristic  of  the 
whole  of  the  efforts  of  His  Majesty's 
Government,  and  but  for  the  intervention 
of  his  right  hon.  friend  their  endeavours 
would  have  been  successfully  directed  to 
deceiving  their  own  followers,  in  spite  of 
the  eloquent  defence  of  the  policy  of  the 
Government  by  the  Under-Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Colonies.  There  was  no 
page  in  our  political  history  more  re- 
markable, more  disgraceful  than  the  whole 
action  of  His  Majesty's  Government  from 
beginning  to  end  in  regard  to  Chinese 
labour.  Before  the  general  election 
South  Africa  was  useful  to  the  Grovern- 
ment  in  enabling  them  to  get  into  power, 
and  since  they  had  got  into  power  they 
had  dealt  with  South  Africa  as  if  their 
whole  interest  in  it  was  still  to  win 
elections,  and  as  if  they  had  no  sense  of 
responsibility  whatever  in  respect  of  the 
interests  of  that  great  continent.  He 
was  not  going  to  make  that  charge  with- 
out proving  it.  He  could  prove  it  up  to 
the  hilt  from  speeches  made  in  this 
House  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  who 
represented  the  Government  on  ibis 
question.  In  his  first  speech  on  this 
subject  in  the  new  Parliament  the  Under- 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  ad- 
mitted that  the  policy  of  the  Government 
had  been  to  lower  the  value  of  securities 
in  South  Africa.  He  admitted  that,  and 
boasted  of  it.  [An  HoN.  Member  : 
Quote.]  He  was  sure  he  would  be 
asked  to  quote.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man said — 

*'  If  anyone  will  study  the  fall  in  priceB  thaX^ 
I  regret  to  say,  has  followed  toe  daelaFft- 
tion  of  His  Afajesty's  Govenimeiit^s  polii^, 
they  will  see  that  it   is  not  ft  dum   fignt 
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in  which  we  are  engaged,  bat  that,  on 
the  contrary,  we  are  osing  oall  cartridge." 

The  right  hon.  Gentleman  boasted  that 
the  Government  had  caused  a  fall  in  these 
mining  securities. 

Mr.  CHURCHILL:  I  am  sorry  to 
interrupt  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  but 
I  would  crave  the  indulgence  of  the 
House  to  remind  him  of  the  circum- 
stances in  which  that  statement  was 
made.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  West  Birmingham  had  indi- 
cated that  all  the  alterations  the  Govern- 
ment were  making  in  the  Ordinance  were 
not  real  alterations,  and  that  they  would 
produce  no  substantial  effect  in  South 
Africa.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  said 
they  were  submitted  to  the  mining 
magnates  before  they  were  made,  and 
that  those  gentlemen  were  perfectly 
satisfied  with  them.  That  was  a  state- 
ment calculated  to  make  hon.  Gentlemen 
on  this  side  of  the  House  dissatisfied  with 
the  alterations,  and  the  statement  which 
the  hon.  Gentleman  has  quoted  was  made 
to  show  that  the  alterations  were 
genuine. 

Mr.  BONAR  law  said  he  did  not 
think  the  explanation  in  the  least  affected 
the  arguments  he  had  used.  Whatever 
might  be  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's 
ground  for  making  the  statement,  he  did 
not  deny  that  the  policy  of  the  Govern- 
ment had  caused  a  fall  in  these  shares, 
and  if  he  might  be  permitted  to  do  so, 
speaking  from  memory,  he  would  say 
that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  state- 
ment was  entirely  wrong.  He  thought 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  West  Birmingham  spoke  not  before 
but  after  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  made 
the  speech  in  which  these  words  were 
used.  It  was  not  an  interruption  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
West  Birmingham  that  caused  the  state- 
ment. Therefore,  he  could  not  see  the 
force  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  inter- 
ruption. He  asked  the  House  to  consider 
the  effect  of  that  p  licy.  It  meant  not 
only  a  loss  of  money  to  the  men  who  held 
shares.  The  mining  industry  was  the 
industry  on  which  depended,  and  would 
for  a  long  time  depend,  the  whole  pros- 
perity of  the  Transvaal.  It  was  not 
confined  only  to  the  Transvaal.  It  was 
the  whole  of  South  Africa.  When  the 
mining  industry  flourished  the  whole  of 
South  Africa  flourished,  and  when  that 


industry  was  depressed  the  whole  of 
South  Africa  was  depressed.  The  action 
of  His  Majesty's  Government  which 
caused  this  fall  in  the  shares  had  pre- 
cisely the  same  effect  on  the  whole  in- 
dustry of  South  Africa.  It  destroyed 
confidence  and  prevented  the  employ- 
ment of  capital,  and  was  the  direct  cause 
of  a  great  part  of  the  unemployment 
which  prevailed  in  South  Africa.  He 
quite  admitted  that  circumstances  might 
arise  to  justify  the  Government  in  the 
action  they  took  on  moral  grounds. 
That  was  precisely  the  claim  made 
by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman.  That 
was  why  he  caused  a  reduction  in  the 
price  of  the  shares.     He  said  — 

"  I  had  the  good  fortune  to  address  as  many 
meetings  in  the  country  as  anyone,  and  I 
know  that  there  was  no  subject  which  caused 
greater  and  more  genuine  sorrow  among  the 
people  than  the  belief  that  Chinamen  were 
being  kept  in  the  mines  against  their  will." 

That  was  the  ground  on  which  they  took 
action,  which  caused  all  the  depression 
in  South  Africa.  He  admitted  that  if  that 
ground  were  justified  there  would  be  some 
excuse  for  the  policy  of  the  Government. 
But  could  it  be  justified  1  Let  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  himself  give  the  answer. 
Only  two  or  three  months  afterwards  in 
the  House  of  Commons  he  used  these 
words — 

**  It  is  impossible  to  resist  the  conclusion 
that  there  is  no  general  desire  on  the  part  of 
the  coolies  to  leave  the  Witwatersrand  and 
return  to  China." 

Gould  anything  more  completely  con- 
demn the  wanton  recklessness  with  which 
this  whole  question  had  been  dealt  with 
than  that  the  Government  should  have 
taken  these  steps  for  an  object  which  a 
few  months  inquiry  satisfied  them  did  not 
exist  at  all  1  That  was  only  the  material 
side  of  the  question,  but  there  was 
another  and  more  important  side, 
namely,  the  moral  aspect.  They  knew 
how  the  Government  intended  to  deal 
with  this  question  after  they  came 
into  oflBce.  It  was  declared  most  emphati 
cally  in  the  first  speech  made  by  the 
Under-Secretary  in  stating  the  policy  of 
the  Government  that  their  view  was  that 
Chinese  labour  had  served  its  purpose, 
that  they  were  done  with  it,  that  they 
would  wash  their  hands  of  it,  and 
hand  it  over  to  the  new  Government  to 
be  erected  in  the  Transvaal.  Every  word 
in  the  speech  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
representing   the   declared    and    settled 
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policy  of  the  Government  bore  that 
construction.  He  read  it  over  yesterday. 
There  was  not  a  word  in  it  which  did 
not  bear  that  interpretation.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  said  they  would  still 
have  the  same  control  as  over  Canada, 
New  Zealand,  and  Australia,  and  their 
policy  was  to  leave  the  question  to  the 
Transvaal  Legislature.  But  what  hap- 
pened ?  The  Government  were  amazed  to 
find  among  their  own  followers  a  number 
who  not  only  used  Chinese  slavery  as  an 
election  cry,  but  actually  believed  it. 
They  hcd  to  meet  a  new  situation,  and  it 
was  then  that  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer came  down  and  made  the  pledge. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  said  that  if 
there  was  any  attempt  to  renew  the 
Ordinance  on  the  lines  of  the  old  Ordin- 
ance he  would  veto  it.  They  had 
renewed  it,  and  he  had  not  vetoed  it. 
Now  the  country  was  beginning  to  realise 
what  a  tremendous  fraud  had  been 
practised  upon  them  at  the  election.  The 
country  was  amazed,  and  he  was  sure 
that  the  House  of  Commons  was  amazed, 
to  find  that  at  the  very  time  when  on 
thousands  of  platforms  throughout  the 
country  denunciations  of  cruelty  and 
slavery  in  the  Transvaal  were  going  on, 
the  men  who  were  pouring  out  that 
rhetoric  were  themselves  engaged  signing 
a  convention  infinitely  worse  loth  from 
the  hun  anitarian  and  the  moral  point  of 
view.  He  referred  to  the  New  Hebrides 
Convention.  But  it  was  not  merely  the 
New  Hebrides  Convention.  AVhat  were 
they  to  say  of  the  treatment  allowed  to 
be  given  to  Briti&h  Indians  in  the  Trans- 
vaal 1  He  fully  admitted  the  difficulty 
of  dealing  with  this  question.  There  was 
a  difficulty  in  having  Asiatics  introduced 
in  a  country  controlled  by  white  men. 
Eut  that  ought  not  to  be  a  difficulty  to 
Gentlemen  who  sat  on  the  Treasury  bench. 
What  were  the  evidences  of  slavery  ? 
The  two  evidences  of  slavery  of  which 
they  had  heard  most*  in  the  House  of 
Commons  were  finger-print  identifica- 
tion, which  was  said  to  be  associated 
with  criminals,  and  the  inability  of  the 
Chinese  to  hold  property.  Both  of 
these  conditions  were  applied  to  British 
Indians  in  the  Transvaal,  and  not  only 
to  those  brought  in  after  the  Transvaal 
Government  came  in,  but  to  those  who 
were  there  at  the  time.  It  was  no  use 
to  say  that,  if  they  had  a  self-governing 
colony,  these  regulations  must  be  left 

Jlr,  Bonar  Law, 


to  them.  If  the  conditions  represented 
slavery  in  the  one  case,  they  represented 
slavery  in  the  other;  and  if  they  were 
called  upon  in  the  name  of  humanity  to 
prevent  these  conditions  in  the  case  of 
the  Chinese,  they  were  infinitely  more 
bound  to  prevent  them  in  the  case  of 
the  British  Indians,  becaufle  they  were 
British  subjects.  He  came  back  to 
the  specific  charge  against  the  Govem- 
ment.  They  made  a  pledge,  and  they  had 
broken  it.  [Ministerial  Cries  of  ''  Oh, 
oh  !  "]  He  wondered  what  the  majority 
of  hon.  Members  opposite  thought  of  the 
action  of  the  Government.  They  were 
not  like  ordinary  Members  of  a  Govern- 
ment. They  placed  themselves  on  a 
pinnacle  of  special  virtue.  They  were 
always  to  do  everything  in  the  most 
downright  straightforward  way.  Never 
was  heard  such  a  multitude  of  noble 
sentiments.  But  noble  sentiments  from 
the  time  of  "  The  School  for  Scandal," 
and  probably  long  before,  had  been  taken 
with  a  discount  in  this  world.  In 
ordinary  life  they  found  that  men  who 
made  high  professions  did  not  generally 
act  up  to  them.  In  his  business  ex- 
perience he  had  frequently  met  iren  who 
talked  of  high  commercial  moralit}' 
and  high  business  principles.  They  might 
not  refuse  to  do  business  with  such  men, 
but  they  watched  their  contracts  with 
special  care,  because  they  knew  that 
they  would  swindle  if  they  could.  It 
was  precisely  the  same  with  the  Govern- 
ment. Instead  of  standing  on  that  lofty 
pinnacle,  they  had  now  fallen  to  a  level 
far  below  the  level  of  ordinary  political 
morality.  He  did  not  know  what  the 
House  of  Commons  thought  of  it  all ; 
but  he  did  know  what  the  country  thought 
of  it.  The  Gentlemen  who  sat  on  the 
Treasury  Bench  had  now  been  on  trial  for 
two  years  before  the  country,  and  at 
every  opportunity  they  were  being 
convicted  of  having  exploited  some  of 
the  highest  and  noblest  feelings  of  the 
people  for  party  purposes,  and  party  pur- 
poses alone.  The  Under-Secretary  for  the 
Colonies  had  told  them  that  there  waa 
a  difficulty  sometimes  in  giving  relief 
to  their  feelings.  He  felt  it  himself 
in  addressing  the  House.  He  felt  the 
limitations  imposed  by  the  rules  of  debate. 
In  speaking  of  these  transactions  they 
had  to  use  Parliamentary  language^ 
but  Parliamentary  language  was  quite 


1133        ConsolidcUed  Fund         {23  March  1908} 


(No.  I)  Bill 


1134 


inadequate.  On  this  occasion  he  thought 
he  could  get  over  the  difficulty  by 
quoting  a  description  of  His  Majesty's 
Government  in  anticipation  by  an  hon. 
Gentleman  who  was  then  a  supporter 
of  that  Government,  and  was  now  a 
Member  of  it.  The  Secretary  to  the 
Local  Government  Board,  in  the  first 
debate  in  this  new  Parliament,  said — 

"  If  we  allow  this  thing  to  continue,  we  shall 
be  infernal  hypocrites." 

The  parliamentary  SECRE- 
TARY TO  THE  LOCAL  GOVERNMENT 
BOART)  (Dr.  Macnamara,  Camberwell, 
N.) :  Hear,  hear ! 

Mr.  BONAR  law  said  that  the  hon. 
Member  declared  that  he  did  not  mean 
it  to  continue  for  a  few  years,  and  that  if 
Chinese  labour  continued  for  six  months 
after  the  Liberal  Government  came  into 
power — 

"  And  I  were  there,  I  would  be  a  very  un- 
hai>py  man." 

The  statement  of  the  Secretary  to  the 
Local  Government  Board  was,  however, 
undoubtedly — 

"  If  we  allow  this  thing  to  continue  we  shall 
be  infernal  hypocrites." 

The  description  of  the  hon.  Gentleman 


was  adequate — quite    adequate — and  it  |  hiend.     He  said — 


broken  a  solemn  pledge  given  to  the  House 
of  Commons.  And  it  is  only  now,  for 
the  first  time,  since  the  pledge  was  given 
to  the  House  of  Commons  that  I  am 
subjected  to  this  charge.  The  hon. 
Members  behind  me,  to  conciliate  whose 
suspicion  the  pledge  is  supposed  to  have 
been  given,  have  not  made  this  charge. 
I  have  not  heard  it  from  a  single  one  of  the 
hon.  Gentlemen  behind  me,  not  from 
the  most  ardent  advocates  in  its  most 
extreme  form  of  the  policy  of  Chiiaese 
repatriation.  I  have  not  heard  it  from 
one  of  them,  and  I  do  not  expect  to 
hear  from  them.  [Ironical  Opposition 
cheers  and  laughter].  Hon.  Gentlemen 
laugh.  Do  they  think  the  standard  of 
public  honour  in  this  country  has  sunk 
so  low  that  if  the  Government  had  in 
this  matter  been  guilty  of  a  breach  of 
faith,  my  hon.  friends  are  so  steeped  in 
partisanship  that  they  would  remain 
silent?  They  do  not  make  the  charge, 
because  they  know  very  well  that  it  is 
an  unfounded  charge ;  and  I  am  going 
to  show  that  it  is.  First  of  all,  it  is 
suggested  that  in  the  speech  I  made 
on  which  this  accusation  is  founded, 
I  threw  over — to  use  a  common 
expression — my  right  hon.  friend  the 
Under-Secretary.  Let  me,  therefore, 
quote  the  exact  ^ords  of  my  right  hon. 


had  the  additional  advantage  that  it 
described  the  position  with  scientific 
accuracy. 

Mr.  ASQUITH  :  I  am  not  going  to 
pay  very  much  attention  to  the  speech  of 
the  hon.  Gentleman  who  has  just  sat 
down,  whose  intervention  in  our  South 
African  debates  is  always  a  source  of  un- 
mixed disadvantage.  I  cannot  remem- 
ber a  single  session  in  which  he  has  not 
in  these  debates  used  language  to  in- 
flame passion,  to  arouse  party  spirit, 
and  to  make  the  task  of  the  conduct  of 


"  I  think  that  they  (the  Transvaal  Parlia- 
ment) will  bring  the  experiment  gradually 
but  surely,  to  an  end.** 

But  while  believing  that,  the  matter  was 
to  be  left  entirely  in  the  hands  of  the 
Transvaal  Parliament. 

Mr.  BONAR  LAW :    Go  on. 


Mr.  ASQUITH :    I  am  going  on.    I 

am  going  to  point  out,  first,  what  was 

the    charge.     The    charge    is    that  this 

question  had  played  its  part — that  we 

t       had  used  it  as  a  gambling  card  at  the 
the  great  experiment  now  going  on  for    ^^^  ^^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^^^ 

the  settlement  of  self-government  m  that  ^^^  ^^^^^  .^  ^^^^  my  right  hon. 
country  infinitely  more  difficult.  1  ,  f^._^  i,^„,.,..«  _:^  _„/ 
should  not  have  risen  at  all  if  it  were 
not  that  my  right  hon.  friend,  whose 
special  title  to  speak  on  this  subject 
cannot  be  questioned,  not  only  charged 
the  Government,  but  me  in  particular, 
with  a  gross  breach  of  faith.  The 
Government  is  charged,  and  I  am  par- 
ticularly charged,  with  having  deliberately 


friend,  however,  said,  was — 

"  That,  while  iH'lieving  that  the  Transvaal 
Parliament  would  bring  the  exi>eriment  gradu- 
ally, but  surely,  to  an  end — " 

a  belief  well-justified  by  the  event — 

" — it  would  be  unreasonable  not  to  fa  •e  iho 
other  alternative,  however  remote  the  contin- 
gency of  it  mav  be.  What  if  the  Colonv  should 
decide  to  conti  lue  the  importation  of  Cliinese  ?  ** 
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That  is  the  point,  the  point  to  which  my 
right  hon.  friend's  speech  was  directed, 
and  my  subsequent  speech  was  directed. 
"  What  if  the  Colony  should  decide 
to  continue  the  importation  of  Chinese," 
that  is  to  say,  make  the.  system  of 
importing  Chinese  labour  imder  inden- 
ture part  of  the  settled  labour  policy 
of  the  country.  What  did  my  right  hon. 
friend  say  of  that  contingency  ?  He 
said — 

"  I  must  point  out  that  while  the  respon- 
sibility of  the  Imperial  Government  would  be 
lessened  our  objections  to  the  present  con- 
ditions under  which  Chinese  labour  is  carried 
on  will  not  be  removed  by  any  vote  cf  the 
Transvaal  Assembly,  however  unanimous,  how- 
ever representative." 

Mr.  BONAK  law  :  I  am  sorry  to 
interrupt  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  but 
this  quotation  does  not  touch  the 
question.  The  Under-Secretary  said  his 
objection  would  remain,  but  he  only 
meant  that  the  same  remedy  would 
be  open  as  could  be  applied  to  all  our 
other  Colonies. 

Mr.  ASQUITH  :  It  means  that  you 
^re  reserving  the  right  to  refuse  the 
Royal  Assent  to  the  objectionable 
measure,  and  that  if,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  responsible  advisers  of  the  Crown 
such  a  measure  ought  not  to  be  passed, 
the  Royal  Assent  is  not  given.  That  is 
exactly  what  I  said  the  next  night. 
And  now  what  does  it  come  to  ?  It  is 
alleged  that  I  threw  over  my  right  hon. 
friend  and  promulgated  on  the  part  of 
the  Government  an  entirely  different 
poUcy  from  that  which  he  announced. 
Now  we  have  the  admission  of  the 
hon.  Gentleman  that  our  two  statements 
come  to  precisely  the  same  thing.  A 
nice  foundation  on  which  to  build  charges 
of  breach  of  faith?  Although  I  was 
speaking  with  the  full  assent  of  my 
colleagues  and  in  their  name,  I  do  not 
shirk  in  the  least  degree  the  personal 
responsibility  which  is  attached  to  me. 
What  did  I  say  ?  '  First,  I  pointed  out, 
in  language  which  has  been  already 
quoted,  that  it  was  impossible  that  a 
system  of  this  kind  when  once  introduced 
could  be  stopped  at  once.  The  great 
thing  to  do  was  to  stop  its  permanent 
continuation.  I  remember  deliberately 
selecting  what  had  taken  place  in  the 
West  Indies  for  purposes  of  illustration. 

Mr.  Asquith, 


That  was  slavery;  say  what  you  like 
about  this.  [Ironical  Opposition  cheers.] 
Personally  I  admit  I  never  called  it 
slavery. 

Mr.  BONAR  law  :  You  profited  by 
others  so  calling  it. 

Mr.  asquith  :  The  hon.  Gentleman 
profits  by  a  great  many  things  which  he 
would  not  like  to  avow.  He  is  trying 
to  do  so,  I  think,  at  this  moment.  But 
do  not  let  us  go  back  upon  that.  There 
is  no  question  that  African  slavery 
in  the  West  Indies  was  slavery  pure 
and  simple ;  yet  this  House,  anxious 
and  willing  to  put  an  end  at  the  earliest 
date  to  a  system  repugnant  to  our  best 
traditions,  allowed  the  system  of  forced 
apprenticeships  to  go  on  for  no  less  a 
time  than  seven  years.  Why  ?  Not  for 
the  purpose  of  continuing  slavery,  but 
for  the  purpose  of  putting  an  end  to  it— 
for  the  purpose  of  terminating  an  in- 
defensible state  of  things  with  the  least 
avoidable  disturbance  of  the  economic, 
industrial,  and  social  conditions  which 
had  been  set  up.  Having  used  that 
analogy,  which  showed  clearly  what  was 
in  my  mind,  I  went  on  to  deal  with 
the  question  of  South  Africa,  and  I 
said  that  the  question  which  in  the 
opinion  of  the  (Jovemment  ought  to 
remain  within  the  competence  of  the 
Transvaal  (Jovemment  would  be  whether 
or  not  they  cared  to  retain  Chinese  labour 
in  South  Africa.  I  will  undertake  to  say 
that  there  was  not  a  single  man  who 
listened  to  me  or  who  read  my  speech 
who  did  not  understand  what  I  meant 
— not  to  put  an  end  to  Chinese  labour 
at  once  in  the  most  expeditious  manner, 
but  to  do  away  with  the  system  which 
had  been  employed.  I  challenge  any- 
one to  get  up  and  say  that  for  a  moment 
I  thought  of  dealing  with  anything  but 
that.  I  went  on  to  give  a  pledge,  and 
I  repeat  that  pledge  now,  a  pledge 
which  I  say  we  have  fulfilled  both  in 
letter  and  in  spirit.  I  said  at  the  end  of 
that  speech  that  I  did  not  anticipate 
that  such  a  contingency  would  arise; 
and  what  was  the  contingency  ?  The 
contingency  was  the  retention  of  the 
system  of  Chinese  labour  as  part  of  the 
institutions  of  the  country  by  the  Trans- 
vaal Government. 
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Mr.  LYTTELTON,  interposing,  said 
it  was  clearly  understood  that  should  a 
proposal  to  continue  Chinese  labour 
under  the  conditions  of  the  Ordinance 
be  made,  he  would  advise  that  it  should 
be  vetoed. 

Mr.  ASQUITH:  And  so  I  would. 
Let  the  Transvaal  Legislature  pass  an 
Act — which  I  know  very  well  they  will 
not — to  permit  a  continuance  of  the 
importation  of  Chinese  labour  under  the 
conditions  of  the  Ordinance,  and  his 
Majesty's  Grovernment  will  advise  a  veto 
of  it.  Everybody  knew  that  was  the 
sole  point  Jbo  which  my  speech  was 
directed.  I  should  have  been  very  glad, 
I  think  everybody  would  have  been  glad 
if  possible,  to  put  an  end  to  the  system 
at  an  earlier  date  than  it  has  been  found 
possible  to  do  so.  It  was  with  very  great 
reluctance  that  we  consented  to  a  con- 
tinuance for  a  very  short  time  in  an 
amended  form  ;  but  that  is  a  matter  we 
thought  we  might  very  well  leave  to  the 
judgment  of  the  Transvaal  Legislature, 
and  they  have  clearly  indicated  that  the 
whole  thing  shall  come  to  an  end  at  the 
earliest  possible  moment.  I  always 
thought  they  would,  I  said  in  my  speech 
I  was  convinced  they  would,  when  I  said 
that  if  the  contrary  course  were  taken 
the  veto  would  be  applied.  I  hope  that 
is  a  plain  statement,  and  I  confess  that 
when  that  statement  was  made  and 
universally  understood  in  the  House  and 
the  country,  when  I  made  my  speech  on 
the  policy  of  His  Majesty's  Government, 
I  am  entitled  to  feel  a  little  resentment 
at  these  very  grave  and  unusual  indict- 
ments for  breach  of  political  faith  and 
of  personal  honour  made  against  mem- 
bers of  the  Grovernment-  I  need  make 
no  appeal  to  the  House;  I  am  certain 
there  is  not  a  man  on  these  benches  who 
will  believe  I  would  willingly  be  guilty 
of  a  deliberate  breach  of  an  engagement. 
Of  course,  when  a  man  gives  a  pledge  he 
must  be  careful  not  to  make  any  reserva- 
tion in  his  owni  mind  which  is  not  patent 
and  obvious  to  the  minds  of  those  to 
whom  he  speaks,  and  in  this  instance 
what  I  said  and  what  I  intended  was 
imderstood  by  everyone  who  listened 
to  me. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  I  am  the  last 
man  to  desire  to  make  charges  against 
my    political    opponents    upon    matters 


even  remotely  connected  with  personal 
honour,  and  I  may  say  the  same  of  my 
right  hon.  friend,  but  when  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  makes 
an  indignant  repudiation  of  the  con* 
elusions  arrived  at  by  my  right  hor« 
friend  based  on  what  he  assumed  to 
be  the  clear,  undoubted  meaning  of  what 
he  said,  I  think  he  is  straining  the  credu- 
lity of  everybody  who  reads  the  speech. 
What  are  the  facts  of  the  case  as  they 
appear  on  the  records  before  the  House  ? 
Right  hon.  Gentlemen  have  made  two 
speeches  for  the  Grovernment,  and  the 
first  and  longest  of  these  speeches  never 
dealt  with  the  charge  made  at  all.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  the  Under  Secre- 
tary, came  down  to  the  House  fully 
prepared  to  make  an  effective  defence  of 
the  Government  policy  in  regard  to  black 
labour  and  yellow  labour  in  the  Trans- 
vaal, but  not  to  deal  with  the  point  raised 
by  my  right  hon.  friend  this  evening,  and 
not  being  prepared  to  deal  with  it,  he  left 
it  on  one  side  altogether.  I  am  sure  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  will  not  think  I  am 
saying  anything  derogatory  to  his  abilities 
and  his  readiness,  but  we  are  accustomed 
in  this  House,  when  a  colleague  of  a 
Minister  is  attacked  and  a  Minister  rises 
to  reply,  to  expect  that  he  will  not  deal 
with  broad  generalities  and  topics  not 
raised  in  the  attack,  but  with  the  plain 
and  simple  issue  brought  before  the 
House.  Now,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
did  not  do  my  right  h*n.  friend  the 
honour  to  refer  in  a  definite  manner  to 
the  specific  charge  brought  forward.  He 
made  a  great  many  rather  uncompli- 
mentary references  to  my  right  hon. 
friend,  which  I  fancy  my  right  hon.  friend 
will  bear  with  equanimity,  but  on  the 
charge  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
has'  just  repudiated  with  such  indignant 
warmth,  there  is  not  a  word  from  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  who  represents  the 
Department. 

Mr.  CHURCHILL  :  I  thought  when  I 
said  that  the  Ordinance  which  we  had 
sanctioned  was  to  extend  the  term  to 
term'nate  contracts  and  bring  the  system 
to  an  end — I  thought  that  was  an  answer. 
I  had  not  the  dialectical  skill  to  drive 
home  the  reply  as  my  right  hon.  friend 
did,  but  it  was  the  same  answer  my  right 
hon.  friend  has  now  made  with  so  much 
force. 
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Mr."A.  J.  BALFOUK :  Neither  the 
dialectical  ability  of  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  of  which  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  does  not  give  too  high  an 
account,  nor  h^s  own  personal  g'fts  in 
debate,  to  which  he  has  too  modestly 
referred,  are  sufficient  to  explam  to  the 
House  that  an  Ordinance  which  extends 
provisions  for  two-and-a-half  years  is  in 
fact  an  Ordinance  bringing  them  to  a  con- 
clusion. I  understand  that  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  thinks  he  made  his 
meaning  quite  plain  even  to  Gentlemen 
below  the  gangway,  that  extending  the 
existing  Ordinance  two-and-a-half  years 
was  a  periphrastic  way  of  describing  what 
was  bringing  it  to  an  end,  and  that  it  did 
not  mislead  or  lead  to  anticipation  of  un- 
favourable criticism  from  any  of  the 
gentlemen  who  threatened  the  extinction 
of  the  Government  in  the  moment  of  its 
triumph.  Still,  we  want  to  know  how  it 
is  that  the  Government  have  assented  to 
an  Ordinance  which  proposes  to  continue 
for  two-and-a-half  years  a  condition  of 
things  they  have  themselves  described  as 
slavery.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  says 
everybody  who  heard  his  speech — I,  un- 
fortunately, did  not  hear  it  [Mr.  Asquith 
handed  a  volume  of  the  Parliamentary 
Debates  across  the  Table]  ;  I  have 
read  it  since — everybody  who  heard 
or  read  the  speech  must  have 
understood  what  he  meant,  and 
must  have  been  convinced  that  what  he 
referred  to  was  action  by  the  Transvaal 
which  contemplated  further  importation 
of  Chinese  labour  ,  that  was  what  he  was 
thinking  of,  and  that  was  what  the 
Under-Secretary  was  thinking  of — that  if 
the  Transvaal  Government  were  rash 
enough  to  import  fresh  Chinese  the 
Government  would  have  the  courage  of 
their  opinions  and  ad\dse  the  Sovereign 
to  disallow  the  proposal.  The  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  said  just  now  that  he 
had  pledged  himself  to  disallow  fresh 
importation 

Mr.  ASQUITH  :  That  was  the  first 
thing,  and  I  added  the  continuation  per- 
manently or  indefinitely  of  the  system  of 
Chinese  labour. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  Where  is  the 
word  "  permanent "  used  in  the  speech  ? 
That  is  the  word  used  now,  but  it  was  not 
used  then.     I  do  not  think  it  can    be 


seriously  denied  by  any  Grentleman  who 
recollects  the  tenor  of  that  speech  and  of 
that  from  another  Member  of  the  Govern- 
ment, that  what  was  expected,  1»- 
lieved,  and  hoped  for  by  hon. 
Gentlemen  below  the  gangway  was 
that  the  Chinese  would  leave  South  Africa 
by  the  time  the  colony  had  self-govern- 
ment and  a  clean  slate.     ["  No,  no."] 

*'  Let  me  say,  then,  that  the  time  would  come, 
about  a  year  after  self-government  was  in- 
stituted, when  the  Transvaal  Govemment 
would  have  the  opportunity  of  dealing  with  the 
whole  situation  with  a  clean  slate.  Then  when 
the  time  came  they  would  have  the  altematire 
of  sending  the  Chinese  home  or  of  giving  them 
emplojrment   under   ordinary   oi»nditions/* 

I  do  not  know  why  the  hon.  Member 
for  East  Mayo  sa>s  that  is  not  the  case. 
He  has  only  to  read  page  675  of  the 
Debates  to  see  that  it  is  the  case.  The 
Transvaal  Govemment  have  absolute 
power  to  determine  the  economic  ques- 
tion of  whether  or  not  they  shall  have 
Chinamen  labouring  in  the  country. 

Mr.  DILLON :  I  am  sorry  to  in- 
terrupt the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  but  I 
listened  to  the  whole  of  the  debate 
in  the  House.  I  took  a  very  keen  in- 
terest in  the  subject.  I  belong  to  an 
independent  party,  and  the  impression 
given  to  my  mind  was  that  the  alter- 
native was  this :  whether  as  soon  as  the 
Chinamen  had  finished  their  contracts 
and  as  was  practically  possible  they 
should  be  sent  home,  or  whether  the 
Transvaal  Government  should  make  the 
Chinese  labour  permanent  and  allow 
it  to  continue  in  the  country. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  must  be 
permitted  to  appeal  from  the  memory 
of  the  hon.  Gentleman  to  the  speech 
which  I  have  before  me.  If  it  is  sug- 
gested by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
that  his  speech  has  been  mis-rex>orted, 
an  unhappy  event  to  which  we  are 
all  liable,  of  course  I  have  nothing 
more  to  say,  but  if  the  speech  is  accu- 
rately reported  there  is  really  only  one 
interpretation  to  be  put  upon  it — 

*'  The  Transvaal  Government  have  absolate 
power  to  determine  the  economic  question, 
whether  or  not  they  will  have  ChinameD 
labouring  in  the  country." 

Then  he  goes  on — ^it  is  not  necessary  for 
me  to  lead  the  whole  of  it — 

"  So  long  as  we  on  this  bench  are  responsible 
for  the   conduct   of   affairs,  any   legiBlation 
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corresponding  to  the  Ordinance  or  inconsistent 
with  the  best  British  traditions  will  be 
disallowed.*' 

Now  on  the  second  branch  of  .that 
contention  I  put  this  to  the  hon. 
Member  for  East  Mayo.  There  are 
only  two  questions  to  be  asked ; 
first :  Has  there  been  fresh  legislation, 
and  secondly :  Has  that  legislation  corres- 
ponded to  our  Ordinance  or  been  incon- 
sistent with  the  best  British  traditions  ? 

Mr.  DILLON:  As  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  puts  the  specific  question  to 
me,  I  say  that  I  listened  to  those  very 
words  and  the  meaning  I  put  upon  them 
was  this  that "  Corresponding  to  that  Or- 
dinance "  meant  an  Ordinance  allowing 
the  importation  to  continue — to  become 
permanent. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  put  no 
question  to  the  hon.  Member.  I  said 
there  were  only  two  questions  to  be 
asked,  and  I  beg  the  hon.  Member  to 
listen  to  the  points ;  those  are  the  only 
two  questions  to  be  asked,  and  how  are 
they  to  be  answered.  There  has  been 
fresh  legislation  and  that  legislation 
has  been  on  the  old  lines,  and,  therefore, 
it  is  absolutely  undeniable  that  so  far  as 
the  language  of  the  speech  goes  the 
Government  have  broken  their  pledges. 
If  the  right  hon.  Grentleman  says  to  me, 
your  interpretation  may  be  grammati- 
cally accurate,  it  may  be  that  the  speech 
may  be  read  in  that  way  now  in  1908, 
that  that  is  the  construction  which 
any  reader  might  put  upon  it  now,  but 
that  I  can  assure  the  House  that  in  1906 
I  meant  something  quite  different — I 
have  no  answer  to  that.  If  that  is  the 
right  hon.  Grentleman's  point  we  are 
all  ready  to  bow  to  him,  and  believe 
that  in  1906  he  meant  something  that 
his  speech  read  in  1908  does  not  convey. 

xMr.  CHURCHILL:  I  have  always 
said  that  it  was  not  in  the  power  of  the 
Government  to  determine  contracts  ' 
before  they  expired  by  the  effluxion 
of  time,  and  that  they  meant  to  terminate 
the  system  at  the  conclusion  of  the 
contract;  therefore  we  have  not  been 
guilty  of  a  breach  of  faith. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR  :  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman    appears    to    have    forgotten 


some  of  the  most  important  elements  of 
the  controversy.  The  whole  point  is 
that  an  opportimity  apparently  contem- 
plated by  the  Government  in  1906  occuta 
—the  opportunity  of  the  clean  slate* 
The  Government  in  1906  said  that  when  it 
did  occur  they  would  see  that  these  slavery 
conditions  were  not  repeated.  They 
have  been  repeated  by  legislation,  and 
therefore,  if  language  means  anything, 
the  Government  are  open  to  the  charge 
made  by  my  right  hon.  friend.  That  is 
manifest  in  the  Constitution.  It  is  not 
one  element,  it  is  a  conclusion  borne  in 
upon  one's  mind  by  all  the  elements  of 
the  Constitution  as  passed.  It  is  not 
worth  forcing  it  farther.  I  do  not  think 
anybody  will  get  up  and  deny  that,  so 
far  as  the  language  of  the  speech  of  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  is  concerned, 
we  have  not  forced  it,  twisted  or  turned 
it  in  any  degree  to  show  that  the  policy 
adopted  by  the  Government  is  an  abso- 
lute contradiction  to  that  which  at  one 
time  they  said  they  would  pursue.  I 
cannot  help  thinking  that  on  this  vexed 
question  a  great  deal  of  light  might  very 
easily  be  thrown.  My  right  hon.  friend 
reminded  us  that  it  was  in  the  dying  days 
of  last  session  that  the  Transvaal  Govern- 
ment passed  sub  silentio  the  Ordinance 
which  continued  for  two  and  a  half  years 
the  conditions  of  slavery  in  South  Africa. 
It  was  not  known  to  the  House  when  the 
House  rose. 

*Mr.  MACKARNESS  said  that  on  21st 
August  there  was  a  debate  in  the  House 
on  this  subject.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man was  not  present  nor  was  the  right 
hon.  Member  for  St.  (Jeorge's,  Hanover 
Square,  but  a  debate  took  place  and  both 
himself  and  his  hon.  friend  the  Member 
for  Preston  sitting  behind  him  pointed 
out  that  that  Ordinance  was  being  passed 
by  tRe  Transvaal  Legislature  and  ex- 
pressed their  views  upon  it. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  I  am  glad  the 
hon.  Gentleman  has  interrupted  me,  be- 
cause it  has  enabled  me  to  look  again  at 
what  transpired  four  or  five  days  after 
the  debate  at  which  he  expressed  his 
view  took  place.  I  now  find  that  four 
or  five  days  after  that  debate  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  himself  asked 
whether  the  servile  conditions  expressly 
prohibited  by  the  terms  of  the  Transvaal 
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Constitution  were  to  be  re-enacted  for 
three  years.  It  is  therefore  perfectly 
plain  that  the  hon.  and  learned  Grentle- 
man  at  that  time  took  the  same  view  of 
the  policy  of  the  Government  that  we 
take  now.  What  process  of  conversion 
has  gone  on  in  the  eight  or  nine  months 
that  have  elapsed  I  Imow  not,  but  it  is 
<qiiite  apparent  that  on  the  26th  August 
last  year  the  hon  Gentleman  was  of  the 
opinion  which  we  hold  now. 

♦Mr.  MACKARNESS  :  I  stated  just 
now  that  I  was  of  that  opinion  then,  and 
am  of  that  opinion  now. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR  :  I  did  not  know 
the  hon.  Gentleman  adhered  to  that 
opinion.  I  was  misled  by  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer,  who  has  sources  of 
information  as  to  his  followers  not  open 
to  me  and  who  confidently  expressed  the 
opinion  half  an  hour  ago  that  there  was 
not  a  Gentleman  below  the  gangway, 
who  took  a  different  view  from  himself. 

Mr.  ASQUITH  :  I  must  not  allow  a 
fresh  charge  to  be  made.  That  ^as  not 
what  I  said.  I  said  there  was  not  a 
single  one  of  my  hon.  friends  who  accused 
us  of  breach  of  pledge. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  do  not 
know  what  \new  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  takes  on  the  matter  of  breach 
of  faith.  But  he  does  think  that  some- 
thing has  been  done  inconsistent  with 
the  Constitution  of  the  Transvaal.  He 
does  think  the  Transvaal  Constitution 
exactly  squared  with  the  pledges  of 
the  Government.  He  therefore  thinks 
something  has  been  done  inconsistent 
with  the  pledges  of  the  Government. 
He  may  think  that  all  right ;  it 
is  for  him  to  explain  when  he 
speakf.  What  I  am  concerned  with  is 
to  ask  the  Government  if  they  will  lay 
upon  the  Table  the  correspondence 
which  I  am  sure  must  have  occurred  and 
which  if  it  did  occur  will  at  least  throw  a 
great  deal  of  light  on  all  these  matters. 
The  late  Colonial  Secretary  commented 
on  the  fact  that  this  important  pro- 
ceeding had  been  carried  through  with- 
out Parliament  having  any  knowledge 
of  it.  There  must  have  been  some 
correspondence  between  the  Secretary 
of  State  and  the  Transvaal  Government. 

Mr.  A,  J,  Balfour. 
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Can  we  have  that  correspondence  ?  I 
have  been  a  good  deal  interrupted  in 
the  course  of  my  speech,  not  in  any 
unfriendly  way  I  admit,  but  if  I  couU 
be  interrupted  now  by  the  Under-Secre- 
tary, and  if  he  could  give  me  an  sssm- 
ance  that  all  the  documents  dealing  wid 
this  matter  could  be  laid  before  tiie 
House,  it  would  be  a  source  of  gieat 
satisfaction  to  myself  and  my  friends. 
Until  we  see  that  correspondence  we 
are  not  in  possession  of  all  the  materials 
on  which  to  form  a  judgment  on  this 
diflRcult  Question.  So  far  our  onlv 
material  hes  in  the  pa^es  of  Hatuari 
These  pages  are  susceptible  of  one  inter- 
pretation, and  one  only,  and  that  is 
absolutely  inconsistent,  not  indeed  with 
the  speech  of  the  Under-Secretary,  for 
he  never  referred  to  it,  but  with  the 
speech  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex* 
chequer ;  and  I  think  if  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  consults,  not  his  memorr 
or  his  recollection,  but  the  actual  words 
which  he  used,  he  will  be  forced  to  the 
conclusion  that  nothing  that  has  been 
said  from  this  bench  goes  beyond  the 
facts  as  they  lie  before  us. 

Colonel  SEELY  said  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  opposite,  who  no  doubt  was  a 
sufficiently  acute  Parliamentarian,  had 
avoided  making  any  reference  to  the 
real  charge  which  had  been  made. 
When  the  debate  began  the  right  hon. 
Member  for  St.  George's,  Hanover 
Square,  made  a  charge  in  language  so 
surprising  [that  he  must  confess  he  had 
never  heard  anything  like  it  in  that 
House.  The  Leader  of  the  Opposition, 
with  that  caution  for  which  he  was 
justly  famed,  had  not  said  one  word  in 
justification  of  that  outrageous  charge. 
When  the  right  hon.  Member  for  St. 
George's,  Hanover  Square,  made  his 
assertion  all  who  were  on  the  Ministerial 
benches  thought  he  had  got  hold  of  some 
document  showing  that  the  Goveinment 
had  assented  to  a  fresh  importation  from 
Madagascar  or  elsewhere.  What  had  he 
said  ?  Let  them  inquire  what  truth 
there  was  in  the  charge.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  deliberately  said  that 
behind  the  back  of  Parliament  and  with- 
out its  knowledge  the  Goveinment  had 
sanctioned  a  system  of  labour  which  they 
thought  to  be  slavery ;  in  point  of  fact, 
that  they  had  assented  to  an  Ordinance 
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which,  thank  goodness,  and  not  hon. 
Members  opposite,  would  have  the  result 
that  the  subject  of  this  controversy  would 
be  over  and  done  with  in  a  year  and  a 
halfstime.  In  regard  to  that  Ordinance, 
which  had  been  called  the  winding-up 
Ordinance,  Questions  had  been  asked  in 
that  House  on  5th  August,  and  again  on 
the  12th,  when  further  specific  Questions 
were  put.  On  2l8t  August  there  was  a 
debate  on  the  subject,  which,  on  the 
26th,  was  again  raised,  and  Questions 
asked. 

Mr.  LYTTELTON:  How  could  the 
subject  be  raised  on  26th  August  when 
it  did  not  exist  until  30th  December? 
The  charge  I  made  was  that  the  Ordinance 
passed  in  August  was  not  sanctioned 
until  30th  December,  and  what  pretenc«3 
has  anybody  for  saying  that  notice  was 
given  in  August  ? 

Colonel  SEELY  said  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman    had    imdoubtedly    led    the 
House  to  believe  that  he  had  got  hold 
of  some  proposal  of  which  that  House 
had  never  heard,  and  that  the  Grovem- 
ment  had  sanctioned  some  law  of  which 
that  House  had  not  the  least  conception, 
or  that  it  was  not  even  before  the  public. 
The   right  hon.    Gentleman   asked    the 
House    whether   they   had   ever   heard 
of  any     public  paper  or  documents  in 
which  it  was  referred  to,  and  when  they 
replied   that   they   had  heard  of  it,  he 
expressed  great  surprise.     The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  was  so  candid  and  so  sincere — 
he  said  this  with  absolute  truth — that 
nobody    in    that    House    could    believe 
that  he   had  his  tongue  in  his  cheek. 
If  it  had   been   anybody  else   but   the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  who  had  brought 
the  matter  forward,  after  the  questions 
they  had  asked  in  August  last,  he  really 
should  have  supposed  that  the  reason 
why    this    question — finally    settled  on 
30th    December   last — had    been    raised 
on   23rd   March,   had  something  to    do 
with  an  election  to  take  place  on    the 
following    day.     He    would    refer     the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  to  a  Question  put 
by    the  .  hon.    Member   for    Preston   on 
12th  August  last,  and  the  reply  thereto, 
which  he  felt  perfectly  certain  the  right 
hon.    Gentleman    could    not    have    had 


{23  March  1908} 

in   his  mind. 
Qieation — 

"  I    bsg    to    ask 


(No.  I)  Bill.  lUS 

The   following  was  the 


th3  Uni3r-Sj3r3tary  for 
the  Colonies  whether  the  Transvaal  Goreri- 
ment  has  introduced  a  Bill  to  prolong 
the  restrictions  of  the  Chinese  Labour  Ordin- 
ance after  that  Ordinance  expires  in  Mirch 
next,  and  if  so  what  action  His  Majesty** 
Goyemment  intend  to  take." 

The  reply  was  a?  folio  ys — 

**  The  policy  of  the  Transvaal  Govern- 
ment, so  far  as  I  understand  it,  is  to  re- 
patriate  the  Chinese  labourers  at  the  termina- 
tion of  their  indentures  without  permitting 
those  indentures  to  be  renewed.  Under  the 
Letters  Patent  the  existing  Labour  Importatioa 
Ordinance  lapses  on  21st  March,  1908.  An 
interval  will  therefore  arise  during  which  some 
provision  for  the  government  of  the  Chinese 
who  are  waiting  their  turn  to  go  is  indispens- 
able to  the  order  and  security  of  th3  Colony,, 
and,  indeed,  to  the  complete  termitiation  of 
the  Chinese  labour  experiment.  His  Majepty'ft 
Government  have  always  recognised  that  some 
measiure  of  this  kind  would  probably  be  neces- 
sary as  part  of  the  machinery  of  repatriation 
upon  expiry  of  contracts,  and  the  Secretary  of 
State  explained  the  necessity  in  his  place  in 
Parliament  in  reply  to  a  question  on  17th 
June  laat." 

Was   there   ever   an j' thing    more    plain 
that  this  matter  was  fully  known  to  the 
House  ?     Surely  the  right  hon.    Gentle- 
man must  have  been  absent  from    the 
House  at  the  end  of  laht  session,  because 
in   the    lobby    and    in  the   House   the 
question  was  being  discussed  as  to  whether 
the  winding-up  Ordinance  was  a  breach  of 
the   picmise   given    by    the    Chancellor 
of   the   Exchequer.     He    believed   there 
were  only  two   or  three  Members   who 
believed  that  the  winding-up  Ordinance, 
as  they  called  it,  ought  not  to  be  as 
stringent  as  the  Ordmance  under  which 
the  Chinese  first  came.      Their  conten- 
tion was  that  they  ought  never  to  allow 
it  to  rempin  on  the  Statute  Book,  even 
for  a  moment  longer,  under  conditions- 
which    were    tantamount     to    slavery. 
That  was  what  they  said  then  and  what 
they  said  now.     The  majority  of  Members 
on  that  side  of  the  House  saw  plainly 
that  owing  to  the  intense  objection  of 
the  people  of  the  Transvaal  to  having 
Chinese  in  their  midst,  and  owing  also 
to  the  fact  that  only  Chinamen  who  were 
not  of  the   best  character  would  come 
under  such  servile  conditions,  they^could 
not  retain  the  Chinese  without  hemming 
them  in   with   all   those   restrictions  to- 
which    they    took    exception.     It_wa» 
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the  black  men  for  only  one  year.  He 
vrished  to  point  out  that  the  black  men 
were  confined  to  the  compounds  and  had 
poorer  food  without  having  any  more  pay 
than  the  Chinese,  and  therefore  they  were 
working  under  considerably  poorer  condi- 
tions than  the  yellow  men.  If  it  were 
true  that  servility  or  any  conditions  ap- 
proaching slavery  existed  he  was  right 
m  his  statement  that  there  were  more 
people  existing  in  the  Transvaal  under 
those  conditions  now  than  when  the 
present  Government  came  into  office.  It 
was  said  that  they  all  knew  that  the 
Government  had  signed  this  new  Ordin- 
ance continuing  the  conditions  he  had 
referred  to  for  two  and  a  half  years. 
All  he  could  say  was  that  he  had  no  idea 
of  it  himself,  and  he  was  in  the  habit  of 
reading  most  of  the  news  from  South 
Africa.  It  had  been  stated  that  in  the 
month  of  September  some,  reference  was 
made  to  this  question,  but  probably 
many  of  them  did  not  read  their 
papers  so  diligently  at  that  time,  and  in 
December  he  saw  nothing  whatever 
about  it.  He  would  have  thought  such 
a  thing  as  that  would  have  been  noti- 
fied to  them  in  some  way,  but  until 
the  late  Colonial  Secretary  mentioned 
it  to-day  he  was  absolutely  ignorant 
that  the  new  Ordinance  had  been 
signed  and  was  in  force.  It  was  quite 
sufficient  for  him  to  say  that  at 
any  rate  there  were  some  hon.  Members 
whose  attention  was  not  brought  to  the 
fact  that  that  Ordinance  had  been  sanc- 
tioned by  the  present  Government  and 
was  to  be  continued  for  two  and  a 
half  years.  He  agreed  that  some 
regulations  were  necessary  as  long  as 
Cmnese  were  kept  in  South  Africa,  but 
it  ought  to  be  remembered  that  the 
supporters  of  the  present  Government 
promised  to  send  the  Chinese  back. 

Mr.  CHURCHILL :  Never. 

Mr.  fell  said  that  that  had  been 
stated  on  every  platform  in  the  country 
in  the  electioneering  speeches  of  hon. 
Members  opposite. 

Mr.  CHURCHILL:  Yes,  but  not 
before  the  contracts  expired. 

Mr.  fell  said  it  was  placarded  all 
over  the  country  that  the  Government 
would  immediately  put  a  stop  to  Chinese 

Mr.  Fell. 


labour,  and  every  speech  was  to  that 
effect.  It  was  not  said  that  the  Chinese 
were  going  to  be  replaced  by  black 
men  but  by  white  men;  that  was 
stated  at  the  election.  What  was 
the  result  ?  When  the  present  Govern- 
ment came  into  office  there  were  1,000 
more  white  men  working  in  the  mines 
than  at  the  present  time.  It  should  not 
be  overlooked  that  it  required  three  black 
men  to  take  the  place  of  two  China- 
men. From  that  it  would  at  once  be 
seen  that  by  sending  the  Chinese  back 
the  mortality  would  be  enormously 
increased.  Suffering  would  be  enormously 
increased  by  this  change  in  policy  on  the 
part  of  the  Government,  and  it  would 
create  a  death-roll  such  m  would  never 
have  occurred  under  the  Chinese  system, 
because  the  death-rate  amongst  the  blacb 
were  50  per  cent,  more  than  amongst  the 
Chinese. 

Mr.  CHURCHILL  was  understood  to 
say  that  the  death-rate  was  twenty  per 
thousand.  Nearly  5,000  Chinese  had  been 
repatriated  as  physically  unfit,  and  when 
a  Chinamen  fell  sick  he  was  sent  back 
home. 

Mr.  fell  thought  the  last 
figure  of  the  mortality  amongst  the 
Chinese  showed  it  was  sixteen  per 
thousand,  whilst  the  mortality  amongst 
natives  was  thirty-two,  which  was  just 
double.  Therefore,  he  was  right  in 
asserting  that  the  suffering  in  the  Trans- 
vaal mines  owing  to  change  of  policy  on 
the  part  of  the  Government  had  been 
materially  increased  by  hurrying  away 
the  yellow  men  and  replacing  them  by 
the  black  men,  who  were  not  so  weU  fitted 
for  the  work  and  were  dying  off  like  flies. 
Many  of  the  least  fitted  Chinamen  for 
the  work  had  been  sent  back  to  China, 
and  it  was  admitted  that  there  had  never 
been  so  good  a  body  of  labourers  for  the 
work  as  at  present  existed  amongst  the 
Chinamen  now  in  the  compoundis,  and 
nowhere  was  there  less  crime  amongst 
men  working  under  those  conditions. 
The  blacks  who  had  taken  the  place  of 
the  Chinamen  came  mostly  from  the  low- 
lying  swamps,  and  consequently  the 
death-rate  would  be  very  great  indeed 
With  the  greater  eare  that  was  now 
being  taken  in  the  compounds  he  hoped 
the  death-rate  among  the  blacks  would 
improve,  but  it  would  always  con- 
tinue  higher  than  in   the   case  of  the 
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Chinese.  He  repeated  that  he  was  per- 
fectly ignorant  that  this  Chinese  Ordin- 
ance had  been  re-enacted^  and  had  he 
known  it  was  going  to  be  signed,  he  would 
certainly  have  asked  some  Questions 
as  to  its  nature  and  whether  more 
servile  conditions  were  to  be  imposed 
than  under  the  old  Ordinance.  They 
had  been  deprived  of  that  oppor- 
tunity because  they  knew  nothing  about 
the  matter.  The  country  was  now  be- 
ginning to  know  all  about  it.  He  at- 
tended a  meeting  in  the  country  not 
long  ago,  and  when  the  question  of 
Chinese  slavery  was  mentioned  there 
was  a  roar  of  laughter,  and  people  in  the 
audience  said  they  knew  about  the  fraud 
that  was  practised  in  connection  with 
that  matter  at  the  general  election. 

Mr.  MOND  (Chester)  said  that  hon.Mem- 
bers  on  that  side  of  the  House  were  at  a 
loss  to  understand  the  position  taken  up 
by  the  Opposition  on  this  question. 
The  hon.  Member  for  Great  Yarmouth 
and  his  friends  still  entertained  a  lingering 
tenderness  and  regard  for  the  Chinese 
coolie  ;  they  were  losing  him  with  regret. 
Indeed  it  was  probable  that,  if  they  were 
returned  to  power,  as  the  Transvaal 
Goverment  would  not  have  him,  they 
would  introduce  the  Chinese  coolie  into 
England  so  as  not  to  lose  their  old  friend 
altogether.  It  was  the  white  people  of 
the  Transvaal  who  refused  to  have  the 
Chinese  among  them  any  more  ;  they 
were  tired  of  the  system  forced  upon  them 
for  the  benefit  of  the  mining  magnates. 
One  of  the  gravest  accusations  brought 
against  the  late  Government  was  that 
they  gave  the  white  people  of  the  Trans- 
vaal no  opportunity  what  soever  of  saying 
whether  or  not  they  wanted  Chinese 
labour.  As  soon  ps  they  had  the  oppor- 
tunity, they  said  the  Chinese  must  go  ; 
and  now  the  Chinese  were  going.  The 
Liberal  Party  was  charged  on  the  one 
hand  with  turning  them  out  too  quickly 
and  on  the  other  with  turning  them 
out  at  all.  They  could  not  have  it 
both  ways.  Let  the  Opposition  say 
frankly  whether  they  wished  to  keep  the 
Chinese  in  South  Africa  or  not.  Under 
the  policy  of  the  present  Government 
they  were  going  rapidly.  In  about 
eighteen  months  there  would  not  be  one 
left.  What  would  have  happened  if  the 
Conservative  Government  had  remained 


in  office  ?  The  Chinese  would  have 
doubled  in  number  and  they  would  have 
been  rivetted  round  the  necks  of  the 
white  population,  who  would  not  have 
had  representative  government.  No 
Liberal  had  expected  that  when  the 
Liberal  Government  came  into  power 
they  would  turn  the  Chinese  out  by  a 
stroke  of  the  pen.  Their  pledge  was  that 
at  the  end  of  their  contracts  the  Chinese 
would  go,  and  that  pledge  the  Govern- 
ment had  carried  out.  To  have  broken 
contracts  and  repatriated  the  Chinese 
at  once  would  have  inflicted  serious  hard- 
ship. That  would  not  have  been  states- 
manlike. Would  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite 
have  allowed  the  Chinese  to  run  about  the 
Transvaal  ?  If  not,  how  could  they 
blame  the  Government  for  carrying  out 
the  only  sensible  policy  open  to  them  ? 
These  charges  of  breach  of  faith,  of 
pledges  given  to  the  House  being  broken, 
and  of  breaches  of  personal  honour,  came 
in  a  curious  way  from  hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite.  They  were  not  the  judges  of  the 
pledges  given  by  Liberal  leaders  to  their 
own  party.  If  their  opponents  were 
incapable  of  understanding  simple  Eng- 
lish, that  was  not  their  fault.  They  were 
not  responsible  for  the  intellectual  de- 
velopment of  their  opponents.  Hon. 
Grentlemen  would  be  more  profitaby 
occupied  in  trying  to  find  out  the  meaning 
of  the  pledges  their  own  leader  had  given 
on  tariff  reform,  than  in  interfering 
between  the  Liberal  leaders  and  their 
followers.  No  Liberal  Member  had  as- 
serted that  Chinese  labour  would  be 
entirely  replaced  by  white  labour,  but 
what  they  said  on  the  authority  of 
experienced  people  was  that  certainly 
more  white  labour  would  be  employed, 
and  was  being  employed.  They  were 
quite  ready  to  fight  another  election  on 
this  co-called  fraud.  Let  hon.  Gentle- 
men opposite  go  to  their  constituencies 
and  say  :  "  We  are  prepared  to  introduce 
Chinese  labour  under  the  1904  Ordinance 
into  England."  Liberals  would  be  pre- 
pared to  fight  them  on  that  issue,  and 
would  beat  them  as  they  did  last  time. 

Mr.  hunt  (Shropshire,  Ludlow)  said 
the  hon.  Member  for  Chester  had  asked 
whether  they  would  bring  the  Chinese 
into  this  country.  Under  this  Grovem- 
ment  there  had  been  Chinese  introduced 
into  this  country. 

2  R  2 
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land  or  to  engage  in  trade  or  skilled  in- 
dustries ?  Did  hon.  Gentlemen  suggest 
how  that  the  Government  should  have 
gone  back  on  the  Ordinance  and  said  to 
the  existing  Chinamen  brought  in  under 
contract  that  they  were  left  free  1  Surely 
not.  The  pledge  given  by  the  Govern- 
ment was  that  the  contracts  should  be 
worked  out  and  any  further  importation 
prevented.  He  thought  the  charge 
against  the  Government  had  fallen  to 
pieces.  He  was  quite  sure  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  now  believed 
that  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
said  that  no  more  Chinamen  would  be 
allowed  in;  and  he  thought  that  that 
pledge  was  very  likely  to  be  kept.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  should  recognise 
that  the  Government  had  some  merit  in 
the  matter,  because  10,000  Chinamen  had 
left  the  Transvaal  within  a  year,  and 
within  two  years  all  the  Chinamen  would 
have  gone.  He  thought  that  hon.  Gentle- 
men opposite  had  made  the  mosb  of  this 
question  from  every  point  ot  view,  and 
that  they  had  not  succeeded  that  evening 
in  their  object.  They  would  not  say  what 
they  would  have  the  Government  do. 
It  was  all  very  well  to  accuse  the  Liberal 
Gk)vernment,  in  exceedingly  difficult  cir- 
cumstances of  not  having  kept  the  letter 
of  what  they  called  a  pledge.  But  the 
Government  had  kept  the  spirit  of  it  and 
they  had  kept  faith  with  the  country. 

Sir  F.  BANBURY  said  that  the  hon. 
Member  for  South  Edinburgh  had  made 
a  very  ingenious  defence,  but  when 
analysed  and  looked  at  closely  it  would 
not  hold  water.  The  hon.  Member 
said  first  of  all  that  during  the  general 
election  all  that  the  Radical  Party 
did  was  to  say  that  the  Chinamen  could 
not  be  sent  back  until  their  contracts  had 
expired  ;  and  that  those  contracts  would 
not  be  renewed.  He  dared  say  that  the 
hon.  Gentleman  made  that  pledge,  but 
that  was  not  the  pledge  made  at  his 
election.  On  the  contrary,  they  were 
told  during  that  election  that  slavery 
existed  and  that  that  slavery  was  to  be 
terminated  as  soon  as  the  Liberal  Party 

Mr.  A.  Leuv. 


came  into  power.  That  was  said  in  his 
constituency,  and  so  far  as  he  could  learn 
after  consultation  with  his  friends,  that 
was  said  all  over  the  country.  Therefore 
he  thought  that  the  experience  of  the 
hon.  Gentleman  was  the  exception  which 
proved  the  rule.  As  to  the  general  point 
which  the  hon.  Gentleman  had  made, 
he  thought  he  could  not  have  read  the 
Ordinance.  The  Government  when  they 
came  into  office  might  not  have  renewed 
the  Ordinance  at  all  and  allowed  Chinamen 
to  remain  in  South  Africa  as  free  men,  or 
they  might  have  allowed  them  to  continue 
there  under  modified  conditions,  but  they 
had  not  done  either  of  those '  things, 
because  they  had  allowed  them  to  remain 
there  for  two-and-a-half  years  under  the 
very  conditions  to  which  the  hon. 
Gentleman  and  other  hon.  Members 
opposite  objected,  and  with  which 
the  country  rang  at  the  last  general 
election.  The  hon.  Gentleman  could 
not  get  out  of  that.  He  had  listened 
with  astonishment  to  the  speech  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  Chester;  it  was 
not  relevant  to  the  subject,  and  .it 
was  an  exemplification  of  the  debates 
which  took  pkce  two  years  ago, 
and  of  the  extraordinary  statements 
which  hon.  Members  then  made  on  the 
subject.  He  understood  the  hoa.  Mem- 
ber for  Stoke-on-Trent  to  say  that  if  the 
Unionist  Party  would  promise  to  repeal 
the  Ordinance  when  they  had  an  oppor- 
tunity he  would  vote  for  them  if  they 
divided.  But  the  hon.  Member  had 
quite  missed  the  point  of  the  whole 
debate.  They  did  not  say  that  they  had 
done  anything*  wrong  in  enacting  the 
Ordinance.  On  the  contrary,  they  said 
that  the  exceptional  condition  of  the 
Transvaal  at  the  time  compelled  them  to 
enact  it;  but  what  they  complained  of 
was  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  in 
criticising  their  enactment  of  the  Ordin- 
ance, stated  that  it  imposed  slavery,  bat 
having  come  into  power,  had  followed 
their  example  and  continued  it.  The 
hon.  Member  said  the  only  policy  to 
pursue  was  to  get  rid  of  the  Ordi- 
nance. 
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Mr.  JOHN  WARD :  You  ought  not 
to  have  started  it. 


Sir  F.  BANBURY  said  it  would  be 
out  of  order  if  he  were  to  go  into  that 
question,  but  what  he  was  calling  atten- 
tion to  was  that  while  Ministerialists 
complained  of  their  passing  the  Ordinance 
they  were  continuing  it.  That  was  the 
whole  point  of  difference  between  them. 
He  really  could  not  conceive  the  view  of 
thehon.  Member  for  South  Edinburgh.  He 
had  talked  a  good  deal  about  breach  of 
contract  if  the  Ordinance  was  altered. 
Were  they  to  understand  that  the 
great  Iiiberal  Party  would  sanction 
slavery,  if  it  involved  a  breach  of 
contract  to  end  it  1  He  would  like  the 
Under-Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies 
to  inform  him  whether  the  CJonvention 
for  the  New  Hebrides  allowed  recruiting 
for  New  Caledonia,  and  whether  during 
the  last  three  months  any  alteration  had 
been  made  concerning  the  employment 
of  child  labour  under  the  New  Hebrides 
Convention.  Perhaps  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  could  give  them  some  ex- 
planation on  that  point. 

Mr.  CHURCHILL  was  understood 
to  say  that  he  could  only  reply  to 
the  hon.  Member's  Questions  by  the 
permission  of  the  House,  as  he  had 
already  spoken.  It  was  unnecessary  to 
discuss  the  New  Hebrides  question  be- 
cause they  had  laid  a  Paper  on  the  Table, 
which  gave  the  fullest  details. 

Sir  F.  BANBURY  wished  to  know 
whether  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would 
answer  his  question. 

Mr.  CHURCHILL  was  understood  to 
reply  that  the  question  of  child  labour  in 
the  New  Hebrides  had  been  the  subject 
of  further  regulation  under  the  Conven- 
tion, which  had  been  further  developed  in 
regard  to  it.  This  su])ject  was  discussed 
at  the  beginning  of  last  session,  and 
regulations  had  since  been  issued  by  the 
French  Government  to  their  Commis- 
sioners fixing  the  heiiirht  of  children   to- 
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until  they  were  fully  grown.  It  was 
impossible  to  ascertain  the  ago  exactly. 
This  provision  was  claimed  to  have  the 
effect  of  ensuring  that  the  Convention 
would  be  applied  in  such  a  way  as  to 
prevent  children  being  recruited  and 
working  before  the  age  of  fifteen. 

Mr.  JOHN  WARD  inquired  if  he 
understood  that  they  were  not  to  work 
until  they  were  fifteen. 

Mr.  CHURCHILL  was  understood  to 
reply  that  they  were  not  to  be  engaged 
until  they  were  of  a  reasonable  age  and 
fully  grown  and  developed  in  the  opinion 
of  the  officers,  so  as  to  be  able  to  do 
the  work  which  they  were  engaged  to  do. 
These  were  the  instructions  which  the 
French  Government  had  given  to  their 
Commissioners  in  the  New  Hebrides,  and 
they  had  made  the  regulations  more  strin- 
gent and  effective  with  regard  to  child 
labour.  Then  as  regarded  New  Caledonia, 
before  the  Convention  the  French  Govern- 
ment had  the  right  to  recruit  natives  for 
service  in  New  Caledonia,  and  after  the 
Convention  they  had  that  right,  and  no 
Convention  they  could  enter  into  was 
likely  to  affect  it.  But  as  a  matter 
of  fact  they  had  issued  a  number 
of  regulations  making  that  traffic  much 
more  restricted.  They  had  forbidden 
altogether  the  enlistment  of  women  and 
children,  except  when  accompanying  the 
head  of  their  families,  and  he  should  say 
the  extent  of  recruiting  for  employment 
in  New  Caledonia  was  very  small  — 
200  or  300  a  year.  That  was  the  only 
place  except  Fiji  where  this  system  of 
recruiting  was  allowed,  and  in  the  latter 
place  it  only  existed  to  the  extent  of  ten  or 
twelve  persons  a  year.  So  far  as  the  French 
Government  were  concerned  we  could 
not  invade  their  rights  as  a  sovereign 
Power  in  that  respect,  but  he  was  bound 
to  say  that  he  thought  if  the  hon. 
Baronot  would  read  the  new  Article  he 
could  not  fail  to  be  impressed  by  the  care 
which  had  been  shown  and  the  high  stand- 
ard displayed.    As  the  question  had  been 


ensure  that  they  should  not  be  engaged    raised  he  would  like  to  say  that  he  quite 
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recognised  that  the  Parliamentary  atten- 
tion which  had  been  given  to  the 
subject  had  resulted  in  more  careful 
labour  regulations  being  drawn  up 
than  were  included  in  the  original 
Convention,  Those  regulations  would, 
he  thought,  be  in  accordance  with  the 
general  view  and  wishes  of  the  House. 
The  document  which  had  been  laid  on 
the  Table  was  well  worth  reading,  and 
was  a  welcome  and  attractive  exhibition 
of  the  good  feeling  and  international  co- 
operation existing  between  the  two 
countries  who  were  parties  to  the  Con- 
vention. 

Sill  F.  BANBURY  said  he  had  hoped 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would  have 
given  him  an  answer  "  yes  "  or  "  no," 
but  he  was  very  much  obliged  to  him  for 
replying  as  he  had  done. 

Mr.  T.  L.  CORBETT  (Down,  N.) 
said  the  hon.  Member  for  Chester  after 
saying  that  he  would  address  the  House 
in  simple  English,  had  asked  what  the 
Government  should  really  have  done; 
and  if  he  might  reply  from  that  side  of 
the  House  in  simple  English,  he  would 
say  that  the  Government  should  have 
kept  their  word ;  but  that  was  a 
solution  which  did  not  appeal  to  the  hon. 
Member  for  Chester,  or  to  many  other 
hon.  Members  on  that  side  of  the 
House.  He  could  not  help  being  struck 
by  the  remarkable  speech  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  South  Edinburgh. 
The  hon.  Member  had  said  that  techni- 
cally the  Ordinance  partook  of  the 
character  of  slavery,  and  that  the  promise 
that  no  more  Chinese  would  be  in- 
troduced into  the  Transvaal  was  very 
likely  to  be  kept.  That  was  a  curious 
kind  of  defence  of  a  Government  policy. 
The  defence  of  the  Under-Secretary  for 
the  Colonies  was  characterised  by  great 
ability  and  almost  more  than  his  usual 
audacity.  The  right  hon.  (rentleman  had 
tried  to  divert  the  attention  of  the  House 
from  the  point  before  it,  to  throw  dust 
in  the  eyes  of  hon.  Members,  by  talking 
about  black  and  yellow  labour,  i     ' 

Mr,  Churchill 


to  obliterate  the  very  serious  charge 
made  by  the  right  hon.  Member  for  St. 
George's,    Hanover   Square. 


Mr.  JOHN  WARD  ; 
drawn  the  charge. 


He    has   with- 


Mr.  T.  L.  CORBETT  said  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  had  not  done  so  in  his 
hearing.  The  charge  of  his  right  hon. 
friend  was  that,  after  all  the  bitter  denun- 
ciation of  Chinese  labour  during  the  past 
few  years,  the  Government  which  pro- 
fessed to  get  rid  of  that  labour  at  the 
earliest  possible  moment,  had  consented 
to  renew  the  Ordinance  for  two  and  a 
half  years,  ^ith  all  the  conditions  of 
slavery  which  attached  to  it  and  which 
had  been  depicted  by  hon.  Members  below 
the  gangway  opposite  far  more  eloquently 
than  the  facts  of  the  case  justified. 
After  all  the  abuse  and  obloquy  they 
had  poured  upon  it,  it  was  a  curious 
thing  that  the  Party  opposite  should 
actually  have  sanctioned  a  renewal  of  the 
Ordinance  for  a  period  of  two  and  a  half 
years,  without  the  least  necessity  being 
laid  upon^them  for  so  doing  and  with- 
out the  knowledge  of  the  House.  He 
believed  the  hon.  Member  for  the  Aber- 
cromby  Division  disputed  that  it  was 
without  the  knowledge  of  the  House. 
All  he  could  say  was  that  it  was  without 
the  knowledge  of  Members  on  the  Oppo- 
sition side  of  the  House,  who  otherwise 
would  have  raised  the  question. 

Colonel  SEEIjY  said  the  question  was 
raised  on  21st  August  last. 

Mr.  T.  L.  CORBETT  said  that  was 
before  the  renewal  of  the  Ordinance,  as 
the  hon.  and  gallant  Meml^er  knew  quite 
well.  The  fact  was  that  the  Party  which 
floated  into  power  by  vilifying  its  oppo- 
nents in  regard  to  that  Ordinance, 
which  pledged  itself  to  put  an  end  to 
Chinese  labour  at  the  earliest  possible 
moment,  and  which  considered  it  neces- 
y  after  being  in  power  for  two  years 
'that  Ordinance,  did,  by  so  doing. 
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break  faith  with  the  country  and   the    Ordinance    had   not   been   renewed   the 
House.     If  the  Government  thought  such    Chinese  would  have  been   sent  home. 
a  policy  as  that  would  pay,  they  were 

Mr.  CHURCHILL:  No,  no.  If  the 
Ordinance  had  not  been  renewed  the  efEect 
would  have  been  that  the  Chinese  would 


mistaken.     They  would  find  it  fail  in  a 
very  short  time. 

Mr.  HARWOOD  (Bolton)  thought  the     .      ,    ^ 

,  •     X  xi    /-.  J.  t-         simply  have  settled  m  the  country 

charge  agamst  the  Government  arose  from         ^  "^  -^ 

a    confusion    of  two  things.     One   was 

Chinese  labour  itself,  and  the  other  was 

the     Ordinance     for      Chinese     labour. 

Chinese   labour  was   the    fact   of  intro- 


Mr.  HARWOOD  said  that  if  the  hon. 

Gentleman    doubted    it    let    him    have 

regard  to  the   feeling  of  the  people  of 

,     .  ,         ,  ,  ^  ,  Australia  in  reference  to  Chinese  labour 

ducing    that    labour  into    the    Colony.    ^^^  ^^  ^^^^  ^^^^    ^f  ^^^^^  -^  ^^^ 

The  Ordinance  laid  down  the  conditions  ^^  j^              j^^^^      ^^^          j^^  ^j^ 

under  which  ,t  was  mtroduced.    One  or  ^^^^  -^  ^^  ^^  introduced  it  must  be  so 

two    speakers    had    suggested    that    it  ^^^^   ^^^^   ^^^  ,^^^^^^^  ^^^^^  ^^^ 

was    possible    that    the    conditions    of  ^^  ^^j^  ^j^^          ,^  ^^  ^^^  ^               j^ 

Chmese  labour  might  have  been  allowed.  ^^^^  ^  ^^^^    j^^^  ^^^^  ^  ^^^^^  -^ 

and   contmued  without   the    Ordmance,  ^,  ^.  .  ®  ,,        ,    ^ 

J    ^,    ^    ^,       ^         ^,  ,.  .   .,  these    Chinese   were    allowed    to    merge 

and   that,   therefore,   the   action   of  the  .  ^    ^,  ,  ,  ,.  xx      -.*■ 

^  ^  •  X     X    TT       •  t-  J  ^^  *he  general  population.     Hon  Mem- 

Grovernment  was  inconsistent.  He  wished  ,  ^  ,       ,  ,      ,,       ^,  . 

.         .  ^       xxi  JXXI.X1-  bers   opposite   brought   the    Chmese    to 

to  pomt  out  with  regard  to  that  charge,  «„.„,    ^^T.^^         »    ,  ,,    .      ,.    , 


and  he  knew  that  he  was  voicing  the 


South    Africa ;    they    brought    to    that 


f  ^  r  XT-     T -i.      1    country  a  population  which  could  not 

views  of  a   ffreat   many  of  the   Liberal    ,        ,/      ,      f,  ^         , 

be    allowed     there    except    imder    con- 


Party,  that  their  objection  was  to  Chinese 
labour  itself,  and  not  to  the  conditions 
of  the  Ordinance.  He  asserted  that  the 
bulk  of  the  Liberal  Party  would  have 
objected  to  Chinese  labour  imless  it  was 
guarded  by  these  conditions.  They 
objected  entirely  to  the  introduction  of 
this  alien  element,  but,  if  it  must  be 
introduced,  then  they  demanded  that 
it  should  be  guarded  by  the  most  stringent 
conditions  while  it  remained.  He  knew 
something  about  these  compounds  and 
about  the  feeling  of  the  people  of  South 
Africa,  and  he  spoke  their  views  when  he 
said  they  would  never  have  listened 
for   a    moment   to    the   introduction   of 


ditions  practically  of  slavery.  They 
now  said  the  Liberal  Party  had 
been  false  to  their  pledges.  He  could 
tell  the  House  that  the  feeling  of  Lan- 
cashire was  a  feeling  of  anger  not  at  the 
conditions  of  the  Ordinance,  but  at 
the  introduction  of  Chinese  labour 
at  all.  They  objected,  of  course, 
to  the  conditions  of  the  Ordinance, 
because  that  labour  could  not  be  intro- 
duced except  under  conditions  which 
practically  amounted  to  slavery.  That 
was  not  inconsistent.  It  was  simply 
a  business  matter.  The  Government 
had  to  decide  whether  they  should  send 


^„  .         ,  ,  1        x  r  J  J    the    Chmese    labour    back    at    once  or 

Chinese  labour,  unless  it  was  safeguarded       ,    ^,       .^    ,      u  i       n        -,  ^ 

,       ,,  ,.^.  rnx.       •  ix    1  whether  it  should  be  allowed  to  run  out 


by  these  conditions.  The  right  hon. 
Grentleman  opposite  thought  there  was 
something  alarmingly  inconsistent  in 
their  agreeing  to  Chinese  labour  and 
to  the  conditions  of  this  Ordinance, 
but  the  view  of  the  Liberal  Party  was 
that  if  Chinese  labour  must  continue  it 
must   be    guarded   by    such    conditions. 


its  contract.  They  had  to  do  one  of  two 
things.  If  they  had  sent  the  labour 
back  at  once  they  would  have  dislocated 
the  trade  of  the  country  in  a  way  that 
would  be  unjust  to  a  struggling  Colony. 
It  would  have  been  more  heroic  perhaps, 
but  infinitely  more  foolish. 


Mr.  T.L.CORBETT  asked  was  not  the        Mr.   T.  L.   CORBETT  said  the  hon. 
hon.     Gentleman     aware     that     if     the    Member  admitted,  then,  th  it  the  renewal  of 
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the  Ordinance  kept   the    Chinese    there 
two   years  more. 

Mr.  HARWOOD  said  he  did  not 
admit  that,  but  what  he  did  admit  was 
that  if  these  men  must  be  kept  there 
they  could  only  be  kept  under  the  con- 
ditions of  the  Ordinance.  The  Govern- 
me  it  had  to  decide  whether  the 
Chinese  should  break  their  contract  or 
be  allowed  to  run  it  out,  and,  if  the  latter, 
under  what  conditions.  Certainly  not 
under  the  condition  of  freedom,  which 
would  allow  them  to  merge  into  the 
population  of  the  country.  If  they  had 
done  that  these  men  would  probably  have 
made  the  Tr  msvaal  a  yellow  country  in  a 
short  time.  If  they  did  not  do  that  they 
had  to  allow  the  contracts  to  run  out 
80  that  the  labourers  might  be  gradually 
replaced  by  other  labour,  and  if  they 
allowed  it  to  remain  they  must  guard 
it  by  such  conditions  as  the  Ordinance 
laid  down.  What  they  said  was  that 
they  should  get  rid  of  Chinese  labour, 
but  so  long  as  they  kept  it,  they  must 
keep  it  under  conditions  which  safe- 
guarded the  country. 

Sir  henry  CRAIK  (Glasgow  and 
Aberdeen  Universities)  said  he  was  in 
the  m?mory  of  the  House  when  he 
asserted  that  ofte  i  as  this  question 
had  been  debated  in  the  House  it  had 
never  been  debated  from  the  point  of 
view  taken  by  the  hon.  Member  who  had 
just  sat  down.  He  was  convinced  that  most 
of  the  hon.  Grentleman's  colleagues  were 
made  uncomfortable  at  what  he  had  said 
regarding  the  question.  He  (Sir  Henry 
Craik)  happened,  he  believed,  to  be  the 
only  Member  in  the  House  who  had 
heard  the  whole  of  the  debates  in  that 
House,  and  also  the  whole  of  the 
debates  in  the  Legislative  Assembly 
at  Pretoria,  in  1903.  He  had  never  until 
now  heard  a  single  argument  on  Chinese 
labour  urged  from  benches  opposite 
which  bore  the  slightest  resemblance  to 
the  arguments  urged  in  the  Legislative 
Assembly  at  Pretoria.    The  ouly  hon. 

Mr.  T.  L.  CtnMi. 
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Member  whose  arguments  had  approached 
thos'3  of  the  Coloni  1  Assembly  wa>  the 
hon.  Member  who  had  just    sat  down. 
The  ignorance  among  some  hon.  Members 
on  th'*  question  was  singular.     The  hon. 
Member    for     B^ltoi    had     told    them 
that  the  Ordinance  alone  had  brought 
the  Chinese  to  South  Africa.     But  before 
the   Ordinance   was  passed   they  could 
have   brought   into    South    Africa   any 
number    of    Chinamen.     The    argument 
used    in     the     Assembly     at     Pretoria 
was    this,    "  Introduce    as  many  China- 
men   as   you   like  if    you    place    them 
under  the  severest  restrictions  ;  but  we 
know  what  the  result  of  those  restric- 
tions will  be ;  they  wiU  drive  a  coach 
and  six  through  them,  and  before  you 
know  where  you  are  the  Chinamen  will 
be  in  possession  of  aU  the  small  trade  o^ 
thq   country."    That  was  the  objection 
taken  in   the   Legislative    Assembly  at 
Pretoria.     There  was  another  argument 
used  in  that  Assembly,  and  it  was  one 
which  would  surprise  hon.  Members  op- 
posite.   It   was  this,    "Why   introduce 
Chinese  labour  ?     You  have   an  ample 
supply  of  labour  in  South   Africa.    It 
does  not  depend  on  their  will  whether 
they  come  in  or  not ;  they  have  to  work, 
and  they  ought  to  be  required  to  work.*' 
These  arguments  would  be  rather  start, 
ling,  would  they  not,  in  the  House  of 
Commons  ?       One     of     the     Members 
of  the  Pretoria  Assembly  pat  the  strange 
inquiry   why,  if  they  had  any  difficulty 
in    obtaining   native   labour,    they    di'l 
not  confer  with  the  chiefs.     To  confer 
with  the  chiefs  in  order  to  obtain  native 
labour  was   so   palpably   a   euphemism 
for  slave  dealing  that  it  reaUy  proved 
too  much  for  the  Legislative  Assembly 
at  Pretoria.    But  after  aU  the  insults 
which  hon.  Members  opposite  had  thrown 
at  the  late  Government,  after  aU  th? 
attacks  which  they  had  made  upon  their 
predecessors,    what   had  they   done  to 
end  this  Chinese  labour  in  the  course  of 
two  and  a  half  years  ?    He  had  heaid 
plenty  of  discussion  on  this  subject  in  the 
Transvaal  in  1903,  and  he  thoi^^hewas 
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witUn  the  mark  when  he  said  that  it  was 
contemplated  that  the  system  of  Chinese 
labour   was   only   to   last   some   eight, 
nine,  or  ten  years.    It  was  to  be  a  tem- 
porary and  not  a  permanent  measure. 
No    one    contemplated     anything    like 
what  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
had  spoken   of,  that  the  Chinese  were 
brought   into   South   Africa    as   a   per- 
manent means  of  labour.     Itestrictions 
were  placed  upon  that  labour  in  defer- 
ence to   South   African   wishes.    Those 
restrictions  were  obviously  inconsistent 
with  the  permanent  employment  of  such 
labour.     What    had    the    Government 
done  ?     They    were    to    bring    Chinese 
labour  to  an  end  in  two  and  a  half  years, 
which  would  be   1911,   or  about  eight 
years  from  the  time  when  Chinese  labour 
was  introduced,   and  about  the  period 
it  was  contemplated  that  it  would  con- 
tinue   by    the    late    Government.     The 
present  Government  had  re-enacted  those 
restrictions  which  were  enacted  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  wishes  of  the  South 
African   people ;   they   were   continuing 
those   restrictions   for   two   and   a  half 
years,    which   would   bring    the    period 
for  the  employment  of  Chinese  to  not 
much    less    than    that    originally    con- 
templated when  it  was  introduced,  and 
they  were  applying  to  that  labour  ex- 
actly  the   restrictions   which   were   ap- 
proved by  their  predecessors,  but  which 
had  formed  the  subject  of  such  lavish 
denunciations   by   hon.    Gentlemen   op- 
posite  throughout   the   country.    What 
were  the  accusations  which  the  Govern- 
ment  had    brought    against    the    late 
Government,  and  what  action  did  those 
accusations  lay   upon   them   as  honest 
men  ?     Had  they  acted  up  to  the  spirit 
of    their    pronunciations  ?        Had   they 
washed  their  hands  completely  of  what 
they  had  asserted  was  nothing  less  than 
the  introduction  of  slavery  into  British 
dominions  ? 


♦Mr.  CARLILE  (Hertfordshire,  St. 
Albans)  said  that  although  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  made  the  best  case  he  could 
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for  the  Convention  with  regard  to  the  New 
Hebrides,  yet  he  thought  that  it  had 
been  patent  to  all  his  hearers  that  under 
the  provisions  to  which  the  present 
Government  had  given  their  adhesion 
together  with  the  French  Government, 
an  appalling  state  of  things.was  extremely 
likely  to  arise.  The  hon.  Gentleman 
who  had  just  sat  down  had  said  that,  in 
regard  to  native  labour  in  South  Africa, 
to  confer  with  the  chiefs  would  be 
palpably  like  slave  dealing ;  but  there  was 
no  doubt  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
knew  quite  well  what  it  meant  when 
the  Secretary  for  the  Colonies  agreed 
to  allow  to  be  embodied  in  the  Conven- 
tion with  France  a  similar  expression^ 
"  to  confer  with  the  chiefs."  Where 
young  girls  and  young  boys  were  not 
allowed  to  be  indentured,  then  the  re- 
cruiters could  confer  with  the  chiefs.  They 
knew  pretty  well  what  that  would  mean, 
and,  if  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  did  not 
know,  at  any  rate  he  ought  to  have 
known  that  he  could  not  put  bis  hand 
to  any  such  instrument  as  that.  They 
had  been  assured  in  every  part  of  the 
country  at  the  time  of  the  general 
election  that  they  did  not  object  to 
the  Chinese  as  Chinese,  but  that  they 
objected  to  their  being  employed  under 
conditions  which  they  said  were  slavery* 
There  could  be  no  doubt  on  the  part  of 
anyone  who  really  gave  a  thought  to 
the  matter,  that  the  Government  ought 
to  have  brought  Chinese  labour  to  an 
end,  after  all  their  professions  and 
speeches,  coute  que  coiUe.  After  their 
professions  and  speeches  the  (Jovem- 
ment  and  their  supporters  were  in  duty 
bound  to  make  such  arrangements  as 
would  cause  the  Chinese  to  go  out  of 
South  Africa.  They  on  that  side  of  the 
House  had  not  taken  up  that  attitude. 
An  endeavour  had  been  made  to  show 
that  they  were  bound  hand  and  foot 
to  the  employment  of  the  Chinese* 
That  did  not  seem  at  all  to  be  the  case* 
If  a  Unionist  Government  had  been  in 
offia^  at  the  present  time  the  Chinese 
would  now  be  going  out  of  South  Africa* 
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They  hadjgot  them  for  the  purpose  of 
ensuring  that  the  mines  would  be  worked. 
Everybody  knew  that  the  natives  would 
not  then  work.    They  were  full  of  wages 
after  the  war;      they  purchased  more 
wives  and  settled  down  at  home  until  their 
money  ran  out.     The  work  had  to  be  done 
or   the   mines   stopped,    and    therefore 
the   Chinese   were   employed.    For   the 
general  welfare  of  the  country,  the  late 
Government  had  employed  the  Chinese, 
but  only  temporarily;      they  had  no 
need   to    apologise    for   their   presence. 
Under    the    Unionist    Government    the 
Chinese  would  certainly  have  been  sent 
home  when  the  need  for  their  presence 
in  South  Africa  had  come  to  an  end, 
as  was  the  case  at  the  present    time. 
Now    there    was    an    abundant    supply 
of  native  labour,  and  the  Chinese  beuig 
no  longer  required  they  would  have  been 
repatriated   under   a   Unionist   Govern- 
ment ;    and,  after  the  professions  which 
had   been   made  on   Liberal  platforms, 
the    Chinese    ought    to    have    been    re- 
patriated   at   all    costs   at   the   present 
moment,  from  the  point  of  view  of  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite.    The  charge  against 
the  present  Government  was  that  they 
had  failed  to  veto  the   renewal  of  the 
Ordinance,  and  it  was   to  be  regretted 
that  after  their  professions  throughout 
the  country,  and  after  their  high  moral 
tone  and   aspirations,   the   Government 
should  have  been  found  putting  their  hand 
to  the  abominable  Convention  in  connec- 
tion with  the  New  Hebrides,  the  outcome 
of  which  could  not  be  otherwise  than 
more   or  less   fatal  to  the  population. 
The    right    hon.    Gentleman    had  shel- 
tered   himself  behind  the  thought  that 
they  were  so  few.     What  had  the  fact 
that   the   numbers  might  be    relatively 
small    to    do    with    it  ?     The    principle 
underlying  the  action  of  the  Government 
Ah.  Carlile, 


and  the  responsibility  wliieh  must  and 
always  would  devolve  upon  them  was 
exactly  the  same  whether  it  referred  to 
large  or  small  numbers.  If  the  whole 
question  was  a  small  one  it  was  all  the 
more  necessary  and  all  the  easier  for 
them  to  arrange  a  Convention  such  as 
would  ensure  the  safety  of  the  popula- 
tion committed  more  or  less  to  their 
charge.  If  the  number  had  been  great 
it  would  not  have  modified  their 
responsibility  in  any  sense.  There  was* 
great  deal  that  was  absolutely  artUidil 
in  the  charges  brought  against  his  li^t 
hon.  friends  with  reference  to  Chinen 
labour.  He  had  no  doubt  that  if  a 
Radical  Government  had  been  in  office  at 
the  time  the  difficulty  arose  they  wooli 
have  taken  somewhat  similar  steps  to 
ensure  that  the  Transvaal  mines  and  the 
great  industry  upon  which  the  welfare  of 
that  entire  country  depended  were  8af^ 
guarded  by  the  introduction  of  tem- 
porary labour  such  as  was  introduced 
by  the  Unionist  Party. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  oonunitted 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  for 
to-morrow. 


ARMY  (ANNUAL)  BILL. 
Read  a  second  time,  and  committed  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  for  to- 
morrow. 


ADJOURNMENT. 
Motion  made,   and   Question,   "That 
this    House    do    now    adjourn." — {Mr. 

Joseph  Pease.) 

Put,  and  agreed  to. 

Adjourned  aooordingl j  at  fltghte* 
minutes  after  Eight  o*fkKk 
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HOUSE   OF   LORDS. 
Tuesday,  24th  March,  1908. 


PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 


The  Lord  Chancellor  acquainted  the 
House,  That  the  Clerk  of  the  Parliaments 
had  laid  upon  the  Table  the  Certificate 
from  the  Examiners  that  the  further 
Standing  Orders  applicable  to  the  fol- 
I  lowing    Bill    have    not    been    complied 

1  with : — Alliance  and  other  Assurance 
q  and  Insurance  Companies  [h.l.]. 

2  Also  the  Certificate  that  the  Standing 
8*  Orders  have  not  been  complied  with 
l»  in  respect  of  the  Petition  for  additional 
1  provision  in  the  following  Bill : — Wath- 
%  upon-Deame  Urban  District  Council  Gas 

J  [H.L.]. 

S  The  same  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
I  Table. 

§      Merthyr  Tydfil  Corporation  Bill  [h.l.]. 

S  — Reported  from  the  Select  Committee, 

:§•  with  Amendments. 

«s 

^  Argentine  North  Eastehi  Railway  Bill 
[h.l.]. — The  Chairman  of  Committees 
informed  the  House  that  the  opposition 
to  the  Bill  was  withdrawn. 

London  County  Council  (Tramways 
and  Improvements)  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Rhymney 
^  Railway  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Norwich  Union 
^  Fire  Insurance  Society  Bill  [h.l.]. — 
^  Read  3',  and  passed,  and  sent  to^the 
►^  Commons. 

?  Conway  and  Colwjm  Bay  Joint  Water 

■I  Board  BiU  ;    Derby  Gas  Bill ;    Rochdale 

^  Corporation     Bill. — Brought    from    the 

^  Commons,  and  read  1*,  and  referred  to 

^  the  Examiners. 


POISONS  AND  PHARMACY  BILL  [h.l.]. 
The  evidence  taken  before  the  Joint 
Committee  from  time  to  time  to  be 
printed,  but  no  copies  to  be  delivered 
except  to  members  of  the  Committee 
and  to  such  other  persons  as  the  Com- 
mittee shall  think  fit  until  further  order. 
[No.  35.] 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 


COUNTY  COURTS  BILL  [h.l.i. 

The  lord  CHANCELLOR  (Lord 
Loreburn)  :  My  Lords,  I  desire  to 
introduce  again  tlus  year  a  Bill  to  amend 
the  law  relating  to  County  Courts.  It 
is  the  same  Bill  that  passed  through 
this  House  last  year,  but  unfortunately 
did  not  get  any  further.  I  beg  to  move 
that  the  Bill  be  read  a  first  time. 

Moved,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read 
l\''—(The  Lord  ChanceUor,) 

On  Question,  agreed  to. 

Bill     read     P,    and    to    be    printed. 
[No.  36.] 


POST  OFFICE  (FOREIGN  AND  COLONIAL 
PARCEL  POST,  SMYRNA). 

The  Foreign  and  Colonial  Parcel  Post 
Amendment  (No.  15)  Warrant,  1908, 
dated  12th  February,  1908. 

Laid  before  the  House  (pursuant  to 
Act),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table. 

VOL.  CLXXXVI.  [Fourth  Series.] 


THE  LATE  DUKE  OF  DEVONSHIRE. 

The  LORD  PRIVY  SEAL  (The 
Mar|ue3s  of  Ripon)  :  My  Lords,  I 
venture  to  ask  your  Lordships  to  allow 
me  to  interpose  for  a  few  moments  before 
we  proceed  to  the  discussion  of  the  public 
business  on  the  Paper  in  order  that  I 
may  express,  as  I  am  sure  I  may,  on 
behalf  not  only  of  myself  and  my  col- 
leagues, but  also  of  your  Lordships' 
House,  the  deep  sorrow  and  regret  with 
which  we  have  learned  this  morning  of 
the  death  of  one  of  the  foremost  Members 
of  the  House — the  Duke  of  Devonshire. 
The  Duke  of  Devonshire  occupied  a  great 
position  in  this  House  and  in  this  country 
for  many  years,  but  that  position  was 
due  not  so  much  to  his  ancient  lineage  or 
his  historic  name,  nor  yet  to  his  great 
territorial  possessions,  as  to  the  deep 
impression  he  made  on  his  countrymen 
by  the  character  which  he  always  bore. 
If  we  look  back  to  those  now  somewhat 
distant  days  when,  in  1864  I  think  it  was, 
the  Duke  of  Devonshire  first  entered  upon 
official  life,  and  when  I  was  first  associated 
with  him — he  was  Under-Secretary  at 
the  War  Department  at  that  time — and 
watch  the  course  of  his  career  down 
2  S 
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to  the  present  moment,  I  must  say  that 
we  shall  consider  that  we  are  only  ex- 
pressing what  will  turn  out  to  be  the 
general  feeling  of  the  country  when  we 
pay  every  possible  respect  to  his  memory. 

My  Lords,  it  was  the  fate  of  the  Duke 
of  Devonshire  during  his  career  to  be 
associated  with  men  of  various  political 
opinions  ;  but  all  of  us,  whether  we  were 
his  colleagues  or  his  opponents,  were 
always,  I  am  confident,  ready  to  admit, 
to  acknowledge,  and  to  admire  the  perfect 
integrity  of  his  conduct.  The  Duke  of 
Devonshire  had  no  personal  objects  to 
pursue.  He  was  animated  throughout 
his  public  life  by  no  petty  or  personal 
ambitions ;  but,  as  we  all  believe,  aye, 
and  a?  we  all  know,  by  an  earnest  and 
conscientious  desire  to  promote  what  he  in 
his  conscience  believed  to  be  for  the  best 
interests  of  his  country.  Therefore  it  is 
that  we  do  but  voice  the  public  opinion 
of  the  land  when  we  express  to-night  the 
sense  which  we  feel  that  there  has  been 
taken  from  us  under  the  providence  of 
God  one  of  the  most  eminent  of  our 
Members.  It  was  not  so  much  by  gifts 
of  eloquence,  it  was  not  so  much  by  the 
commanding  qualities  which  some  states- 
men possess,  that  the  Duke  of  Devonshire 
exercised  his  influence  over  his  country- 
men. It  was  rather  because  every  man 
felt  the  strongest  conviction  of  the 
straightforward  sincerity  of  his  public 
life.  Therefore  I  feel,  though  I  am  little 
fitted  at  this  moment  to  discharge  this 
duty,  that  I  should  have  failed  in  what 
your  Lordships  would  have  expected  of 
me  if  I  had  not  made  these  observations. 

h  ♦The  Marquess  op  LANSDOWNE  : 
My  Lords,  the  noble  Marquess  who 
leads  the  House  has  expressed  in  thought- 
ful and  appropriate  words  sentiments 
which  are  felt  not  only  in  all  parts  of 
this  House,  but,  I  venture  to  say,  in  all 
parts  of  the  coimtry.  We  who  sit  on 
these  benches  greatly  appreciate  his 
testimony  to  the  many  groat  qualities  I 
by  which  the  late  Duke  of  Devonshire  was  \ 
distinguished.  I  am  reluctant  to  add 
much  to  what  the  noble  Marquess  has 
said  for  many  reasons,  which,  I  think, 
your  liordships  will  understand.  If  one 
can  imagine  such  a  thing,  one  might 
almost  say  that  the  Duke  of  Devonshire 
himself    would    not    have    wip'    '     '  h 

The  Harness  of  Hipon, 


occasion  to  be  one  for  any  elaborate 
paneg3ndc.    But,  my  Lords,  how  much 
might  be  said,  if  this  were  the  occasion 
to  say  it,  of  his  long  and  useful  public 
career ;    how  much  might  be  said  of  his 
services  in  the  House  of  Commons,  in 
which  he  led  his  party  during  times  of 
great  difficulty  and  when  critical  problems 
were    engaging   the    attention    of   that 
Assembly ;    how  much  might  be  said  of 
the  services  which  he  rendered  in  this 
House,  where,  as  the  noble  Marquess  truly 
said,  he  was  always  regarded  as  one  of  its 
foremost  Members.    But  what»  I  think,. 
most    engages    our    thoughts    at    this 
moment  is  thet  inflexible  integrity,  that 
simplicity  of  character,  which  so  emin- 
ently distinguished  him,  and  to  which  the 
ncble   Marquess  so   well   bore   witness. 
I    doubt    whether    we   are   yet   in    a 
position  to  estimate  correctly  the  place 
which   will   be   assigned    to   the   Duke 
of  Devonshire  by  those  who  will  write 
the   history    of    the   age  in  which  he 
lived.     He  o^ed  that  positi6n  not  to 
any   particular   achievement  on   which 
you  can  put  your  finger,  not    to    any 
great    measures    on    the    Statute-book 
which  will  hereafter  be  associated  with 
his  name,  not  even  to  his  ability  as  a 
speaker  in  Parliament  or  on  the  platform* 
His  speeches,  indeed,  held  the  attention 
of  those  who  listened  to  him,  not  so 
much  on  account  of  his    elo:]uence  as 
because  of  his  invariable  fairness  and  his 
ability  to  do  justice. to  the  arguments 
of  those  who  differed  from   him.     The 
place  of  the  Duke  of  Devonshire  will,  I 
think,  belong  to  him  because  he  embodied 
in    an    eminent    degree    characteristics 
which  in   the  opinion  of  the  people  of 
this    country    most    entitle    a    public 
man  to   the  admiration    of    his  fellow 
citizens  :      uprightness     of     character, 
fearlessness  of  temperament,    and  that 
strong     common     sense     and     caution 
which   so   peculiarly  distinguished  him. 
It  was  the  possession  of  these  qualities 
that  gained  for  the  Duke  of  Devonshire 
the    esteem   of   his    coimtrymon ;  and, 
ber^ause  he  possessed  them  in  so  hig^  a 
degree,  I  doubt  whether  any  Englishman 
ever  had  a  much  stronger  hold  upon  the 
confidence  of  all  classes  in  the  community. 
Of  the  Duke  of  Devonshire's  personal 
qualities  I  cannot  trust  myself  to  speak. 
Those  who,  like  the  noble  Marquess  and 
myself,  have  enjoyed  his  friendship  and 
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have  worked  with  him  as  colleagues, 
are  aware  how  well  he  knew  how 
to  engage  not  only  the  respect  but 
the  affection  of  those  who  were  brought 
into  contact  with  him.  My  Lords,  we 
on  this  side  of  the  House  thank  the 
noble  Marquess  for  the  generous  words 
which  have  fallen  from  him. 

Earl  ROSEBERY:  [My  Lords,  I 
ought  perhaps  to  apologise  for  intruding 
on  your  attention  to-night  when  the 
two  Leaders  of  the  House  have]  spoken 
BO  well  of  the  character  of  our  late 
friend.  But  it  seems  to  me  seemly  that 
there  should  be  a  voice  raised  from  the 
bench  which  he  himself  occupied  and 
from  one  who  was  associated  with  him 
for  many  years,  though  perhaps  not 
nearly  so  long  as  the  noble  Marquess 
opposite.  I  would  add  what  may  seem 
a  jarring  note.  I  did  hope  and  expect, 
though  I  do  not  know  the  precedents, 
that  this  House  would  be  moved  to 
adjourn  to-day  as  a  mark  of  respect  for 
the  late  Duke.  Our  business  is  not  so 
pressing  that  it  could  not  wait  for  twenty- 
four  hours,  and  as  the  only  token  t)f 
respect  which  we  can  show  to  the  man 
who  died  this  morning  it  would  be,  it 
seems  to  me,  a  fitting  and  not  an  excessive 
tribute  to  piy  to  him.  If  no  one  else  will 
move  the  adjournment,  I  shall  do  so  when 
I  sit  down.  I  am  sure  that  it  was  with 
a  bitter  pang  thit  all  your  Lordships 
read  the  sudden  and  terrible  news  this 
afternoon  of  the  Duke  of  Devonshire's 
death.  I  was  returning  from  a  Com- 
mittee of  which  the  Duke  was  a  member, 
and  in  which,  though  his  illness  did  not 
permit  him  to  take  part  in  its  delibera- 
tions, he  felt  a  deep  and  sensible  interest. 
It  is  not  for  me  to-night  to  speak  of  him 
as  a  friend.  He  was  the  friend  of  many 
here.  No  more  loyal,  no  more  honest,  no 
more  unselfish  and  devoted  friend  could 
any  mm  hwe.  Nor  is  it  my  purpose  to 
speak  of  his  position  in  the  various  rela- 
tions of  life  which  he  was  called  upon  to 
fill.  He  was  the  best  and  most  generous 
of  landlords ;  he  was  a  high-minded, 
enthusiastic  sportsman  ;  he  wds  a  de- 
voted husbmd  ;  he  was  kind  to  all  with 
whom  business  or  society  brought  him 
in  contact ;  and  he  was  the  most 
magnificent  of  hosts.  But  there  have 
been  many  in  his  high  position  who  have 
been  all  these  things,  and  many  who  have 


shared  with  him  the  title  in  which  I  think 
he  would  h^ve  taken  the  most  pride — 
that  of  being  an  English  gentleman. 
More  than  thit,  he  was  one  of  the  great 
reserve  forces  of  this  country.  He  had 
filled  many  offices  with  gre:;t  capacity 
and  great  industry.  Injustice  was  done, 
I  think,  both  to  his  cap:*. city  and  to  his 
industry  by  those  who  did  not  know  him. 
But  it  is  not  even  on  thxt  thxt  I  wish  so 
much  to  dwell.  He  was  no  orator.  I 
do  not  know  any  man  who  spoke  with  so 
much  previous  anguish  or  so  much  misery 
at  the  time  as  the  late  Duke  of  Devon- 
shire. His  speeches  were  not  always 
enthralling  to  listen  to,  though  they  were 
listened  to  with  veneration  and  respect. 
They  were  read  all  over  the  country  as 
the  speeches  of  no  other  private  person 
were  read,  and  were  read  for  their  close 
argument  and  reasoning  power.  We 
could  have  spared  a  dozen  more  facile 
rhetoricians  for  one  speaker  such  as  the 
Duke  of  Devonshire.  What  was  con- 
spicuous in  him,  as  has  been  noticed  by 
my  noble  friend  behind  me,  was  the 
transparent  simplicity,  candour,  and 
directness  of  his  ch>trv.cter.  "He  had 
reticences,  but  they  were  the  reticences 
of  shyness  and  not  of  subterfuge.  When 
the  Duke  discussed  any  public  question 
with  any  friends  you  felt  thit  he  was 
trying  to  divest  himself  of  prejudices^ 
trying  to  arrive  at  the  truth  and  the 
kernel  of  the  matter,  and  that,  even  if 
he  had  to  change  his  opinion  in  the 
course  of  discussion,  which  he  was  not 
ashamed  to  do,  he  arrived  at  a  conclusion 
which  he  believed  to  be  right,  and  ad- 
hered to  it  against  all  odds  and  in  all 
circumstances.  It  is  men  of  that  kind 
that  form  the  glory  of  our  country.  'We 
have  many  statesmen  who  oqjupy  high 
office  or  who  have  occupied  high  office  ; 
and  other  countries  have  these.  But 
few  countries  have  men  of  high  capacity, 
with  every  temptation  to  sloth,  who 
devote  themselves  to  the  service  of  their 
country  without  the  slightest  ultimate 
personal  object  or  ambition.  That  was 
the  Duke  of  Devonshire's  proud  position, 
and  it  was  for  that  reason,  I  think,  that 
the  country  always  sought  his  judgement 
and  opinion  on  current  events,  and  why 
he  will  leave  after  him  a  memory  which 
even  men  of  more  conspicuous  genius  have 
failed  to  bequeath.  He  bore  a  proud 
name.     There    was    no    prouder    name 
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Also,  a  Bill,  intituled,  "An  Act  to 
extend  the  water  limits  of  the  Council 
and  to  enlarge  their  powers  in  various 
respects ;  and  for  other  purposes,*' 
[Briton  Ferry  Urban  District  Council 
BUI  [Lords.] 

And  also,  a  Bill,  intituled,  "  An  Act 
to  make  provision  with  reference  to  the 
substitution  of  a  memorandum  and 
articles  of  association  for  the  existing 
constitution  and  regulations  of  the 
Comm^r 'ial  Union  Assurance  Company, 
Limited,  and  for  extending  its  objects, 
and  to  repeal  The  Commercial  Union 
Assurance  Company,  Limited,  Act,  1886, 
The  Commercial  Union  Assurance  Com- 
pany, Limited,  Act,  1890,  and  The 
Commercial  Union  Assurance  Company, 
Limited,  Act,  1900 ;  and  for  other 
purposes."  [Commercial  Union  Assur- 
ance Company  Bill  [Lords.] 

Interoceanic  Railway  of  Mexico' Bill 
[Lords] ;  Briton  Ferry  Urban  District 
Council  Bill  [Lords]  ;  Commercial  Union 
Assurance  Company  Bill  [Lords].  Read 
the  first  time ;  and  referred  to  the 
Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills. 


PETITIONS. 


obujkbkn  bill  (juvenile  smoking  ; 

CLAUSES).  , 

iQ    from    Woodford    and    other 


ELEMENTARY    EDUCATION    (ENGLAND 
AND  WALES)  BILL 

Petition  from  West  Riding  of  York- 
,  shire,  in  favour ;   to  lie  upon  the  Table, 

i  LICENSED    PREMISES    (EXCLUSION    Of 
CHILDREN). 

Petitions  for  legislation  ;  From  Leioaa* 
ter ;  Madeley  ;  and  Stratford  and  Weat 
Ham  ;    to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

LICENSING  BILU 

Petitions  against :  From  All  (Janulnga 
and  other  places ;  Cirencester  ;  Deviiea  ; 
Devizes,  Seend  and  Melksham ;  Lech- 
lade  ;  and  Weymouth  ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

LICENSING  BILL 

Petitions  in  favour  : '  From  Bainbridge 
(four) ;  Bolton  (four) ;  Brompton  ; 
Canterbury  (four) ;  Enfield ;  Heleni- 
burgh ;  Northallerton  (dye) ;  Notting- 
ham ;  Portsmouth ;  Redcar ;  and 
Streatham  Hill ;    to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

MORAY    FIRTH    (ILLEGAL   TRAWLING) 

Petition  from  Brora,  for  prevention ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

SALE  OF  INTOXICATING   LIQUOBH  OW 
^  SUNDAY  BILL. 

Petitions  in  favour  :    From  Leicantar ;. 
i  and  Worksop ;    to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


lo  favour ;   to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


WMm   (KIGET    HOURS)    (NO. 
BILL. 


2) 


BwmiiMa,  against;     to  lie 


BEGD^THATION 


against 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 

RAILWAY  ACCIDENTS. 

Copy  presented,  of  Betunis  of  Axx»dent« 
and  Ciuiualties  as  reported  to  tbe  Botfd 
of  Trade  by  tibe  ^  veral  Bail  way  Compauie* 
in  the  United  Kingdom  during  tbe  three 
months  ended  31st  lhix>itmiMtr,  19(17, 
together  with  Reports  of  tli*  Irispectin^ 
^>fficer<$  of  th«i  liaiiway  l>«*paftiJieut  t<> 
the  Board  of  Trade  upon  <;ertai/i  Aj';ci' 
dents  which  were  ijx<juired  into  ;  Part  I., 
Return  of  A^xidentJ*  [  by  OifjumandJ ; 
to  lie  upfjJi  the  Table. 


(EKGJUIND    pf>8T  OKFKK  (KOKKIGN  ASS)  <X)U)mAL 
PARCEL  PiMV). 

Thames,        Copy  prH^nUA,  of  the  Foreign ''and 
fcOle.  ^jolonial    Fan^j!    Post   Amendujkent   (No* 


Q^edwnM. 
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IZ  Wirrant,  1008.  dated  12tli  Februarv,  QUESTIOXS  AND  ANSWERS 

VJ^.jij  kcx[\    to  Ue  upon  the  Table.       CIRCULATED  WITH   THE  VOTES. 


TliOFICAL  DLSEA3ES  RESEABCH  FUND. 

Copy  pmieiited,  of  Report  of  the  Ad- 
viv>T7  Committee  for  the  Tropical  Disease  i 
Research  Fond  for  the  year  1907  [by 
Command] ;   to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


PRICES    OF   EXPORTED   COAL. 

^  Retnm  presented,  relative  thereto 
[ord«ed  18th  February;  J/r.  Dart  J 
Alfred  Thmuui] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table, 
and  to  be  printed.    [So.  97.] 


PAPER  LAID  L'PON  THE  TABLE  BY  THE 
CT.ERK  OF  THE  HOUSE. 


Inquiry  into  Charities  (Administrative 
County  of  Devon). — ^Further  Return  rela- 
tive thereto  [ordered  26th  July,  1905; 
Mr^  Grif/Uh'Bascawen] ;  to  be  printed. 
[So.  98.] 


LiceiH5€iB  Extiiigiiiiihed  in  l>ev<mflhire> 
3fR.    SO  ARES    (Devonshire,    Barn- 
staple) :    To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Home  Department,  whether  he 
can  state  the  names  of  the  public  houses 
,  in   Devonshire  extinguidied   under  the 
I  Act  of  1904,  the  total  amount  of  com- 
,  pen  sat  ion  awarded  in  each  case,  and  the 
p. mount  paid  thereout  to  each  individual 
■  licen?e-holder. 

I  {Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  GladMone.) 
:  I  regret  that  I  cannot  undertake  to 
I  obtain  the  information  asked  for  as 
reg^.rds  individual  houses.  The  annual 
volumes  of  Licensing  Statistics  contain 
all  the  information  which  I  can  give  in 
reg?-rd  to  the  County  of  Devonshire,  and 
I  must  refer  my  hon.  friend  to  them.  I 
h<ive,  however,  had  the  following  figures 
extracted  for  his  convenience- 


Statement  showing  the  On-Licences  extinguished  with  Compensation 
in  each  of  the  years  1905-6-7. 

Devonshire  (County  Area  and  County  Boroughs.) 


Year. 

Number  and 

deH€ri|>tioii  of 

licences. 

To  licensee. 

To  other  parties. 

Tutal. 

1007 

0  alehouses 
11  boorhouscH 

16         — 

£.       S.    d. 
258  10     0 

H23     2  10 

£.      s.  d. 
4,685     6     6 

7,763  17     2 

£.      8.  d. 
4,943  16    6 

8,587    0    0 

1,081   12  10 

12,449     3     8      ] 

13,530  16    6 

1906        - 

1 2  alehouses 
9  beerhouses 

965     8     0 
635  10     0 

5,344     8     3 
5,267  10     0 

6,309  IC    3 
5,903    0    0 

21         — 

1,600  18     0 

10,611   18     3      ] 

12,202  16    3 

1905        . 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Total  - 

37        — 

2,682  10 

15,733  12    9 
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Idcemdnff  Oompensation  under  the 
Act  of  1904. 

Mr.  BERRIDGE  (Warwick  and  Lea- 
mington) :  To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Home  Department,  what  is  the 
total  annual  amount  of  the  compensi- 
tion  levy  authorised  by  the  Licensing 
Act  of  1904,  giving  the  figures  separately 
for  each  licensing  area,  and  distinguishing 
in  cases  where  the  amount  authorised 
has  only  partially  or  has  not  been  levied; 
and  whether,  if  the  foregoing  informa- 
tion is  not  available,  it  would  be  possible 
to  secure  the  same  at  an  early  date. 


{Anstoered  by  Mr,  Secretary  Gladstone.) 
The  information  available  on  this  sub- 
ject is  given  in  Table  IJ.  (c)  of  the  Licen- 
sing Statistics  for  1907,  Cd.  3951,  and  in 
the  corresponding  tables  in  the  volumes 
for  previous  years.  It  is  estimated  that 
if  the  maximum  charges  had  been  im- 
]>osed  in  all  cases  in  the  year  1907  the 
total  of  £1,099,052  shown  in  Table  II. 
(c)  would  have  been  increased  by  a  sum 
of  about  £67,000. 

Commercial  Travellers  and  Bankruptcy 
Laws. 

Mr.  A.  ALLEN  (Christchurch) :  To  ask 
the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade,  whether  his  attention  has  been 
called  to  the  disability  suffered,  under 
the  present  bankruptcy  laws,  by  com- 
mercial travellers  who  are  paid  by  com- 
mission and  who,  in  the  event  of  the  firm 
employing  them  becoming  bankrupt, 
are  only  entitled  to  rank  as  ordinary 
creditors  and  not,  as  is  the  case  with 
commercial  travellers  paid  by  salary,  as 
preferential  creditors ;  and  whether  he 
can  hold  out  any  hope  that  he  will  intro- 
duce an  Amendment  to  remedy  this  in 
any  I^islation  he  may  introduce  dealing 
with  the  amendment  of  the  bankruptcy 
laws. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Lloyd-George.)  I 
am  advised  that  it  is  doubtful  whether 
the  disability  suggested  by  my  hon. 
friend  exists  under  the  present  law,  as 
judicially  interpreted.  I  will,  however, 
oarafoUj  consider  whether  any  amend- 
f  of  the  hiw  is  necessary  in  the  event 
introduction  of  a  Bill  to  amend 
cy  Acts. 


Ships  not  Returned  in  the  Annual  Battle 
Practice  Return. 

Viscount  CASTLEREAGH  (Maid- 
stone) :  To  ask  the  Secretary  to  the 
Admiralty,  whether  he  will  state  the 
names  of  those  ships  which  have  not  been 
returned  in  the  Annual  Battle  Practice 
Return  as  having  completed  their  annual 
practice. 

{Anstaered  by  Mr,  Edmund  Robertson.) 
"Argonaut,"  "Arrogant,"  "Amphitrite," 
"Andromeda,"  "Africa,"  "ArgyU,"  "Bona- 
venture,"  "Brilliant,"  "Cadmus,"  "Cressy," 
"Caesar,"  "  Charybdis,"  "Cambrian," 
"  Cornwall,"  "  Commonwealth,"  "  CUo," 
"  Diadem,"  "  Dwarf,"  "  Devonshire," 
"  Drake,"  "  Euryalus,"  "  EcUpse," 
"Europa,"  "Flora,"  "Forte,"  "Good 
Hope,"  "Glory,"  "GoUath,"  "Hamp- 
shire,"  "Hogue,"  "Highflyer,"  "Hya- 
cinth," "Hebe,"  "Hindustan,"  "Inde- 
fatigable," "  Isis,"  "  Lapwing,"  "  Niobe," 
"  Prince  George,"  "  Perseus,"  "  Proser- 
pine," "  Pyramus,"  "  Roxburgh,"  "  Red- 
breast," "  Sapphire,"  "  Suffolk,"  "  Shear- 
water,"  "  Skipjack,"  "  Speedwell," 
"  Scylla,"  "  Terrible,"  "  Venerable," 
"  Vindictive,"  "  Warrior." 

Note. — The  above  list  includes  both 
ships  whose  firing  was  delayed  and  ships 
which  did  not  fire  at  all,  owing  to  date 
of  paying  off,  absence  of  umpiring  com- 
mittee, or  other  cause. 

Prosecution  of  Mr.  F.  Persse. 

Mr.  DUFFY  (Galway,  S.) :  To  ask  Mr. 
Attorney-General  for  Ireland  whether  his 
attention  has  been  drawn  to  the  recent  law 
proceedings  at  Gort  when  Mr.  F.  Persse, 
J.P.,  was  prosecuted  for  unlawfully  dis- 
charging firearms  on  the  public  road; 
under  what  Act  were  the  proceedings 
instituted  ;  and  will  he  explain  why  'Mi. 
Brady,  resident  magistrate,  contrary  to 
the  expressed  opinion  of  his  brother 
magistrate  who  assisted  on  the  occasion, 
marked  the  case  dismissed,  instead  of, 
as  is  usual  in  all  such  cases,  adjourned  to 
next  petty  sessions. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Cherry.)  The  pro- 
ceedings against  Mr.  F.  Persse.  J.P..  were 
brought  by  the  police  under  the  Sum- 
mary Jurisdiction  (Ireland)  Act,  1851.     I 
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provide  ,  premises  which  will  accom- 
modate all  the  departments  of  the  Board 
in  a  single  building. 


(Answered  by  Mr.  Harcourt.)  The  an 
swer  to  the  first  part  of  the  Question  is  as 
follows — 


Premises. 


Tenure. 


Rent  or  rental  valae. 


4  and  5,  Whitehall  Place 


3,  St.  James's  Square 


3,  Delahay  Street  - 

Queen  Anne's  Chambers, 
Westminster  (storage). 


6,  Whitehall  Place - 


Great  Scotland  Yard 
(rear  of  3,  Whitehall 
Place). 


Leases 


leases  expirmg  Apnl  1U12. 
Office  of  Works  have  option 
of  extending  term  to  5th 
April,  1910,  at  rack  rental. 

Lease  expiring  Michaelmas 
1917,  but  determinable  at 
1910  at  six  months  notice. 

Government  property. 

Apportionment  (part  of  pre 
mises  leased  to  February 
192G,  but  determinable  on 
notice  at  1912  or  1919.) 

Lease  ten  years  to  Midsummer 
1917,  determinable  in  1909  or 
1910,  on  six  months  notice. 

Part  of  premises  held  on  lease 
to  1 91 9.  The  remainder  (front 
portion)  sub-leased  to  1919. 


£1,199  28. 


£1,500 


£350 
£25 


£650  during  first  three 
years,  £600  there* 
after. 

£200 


In  reply  to  the  second  paragraph  I  have  to  say  that  proposals  for  accommodating 
all  the  departments  of  the  board  in  a  single  building  are  now  under  discussion. 


Admiralty  Goal  Stock. 
Mr.  holt  (Northumberland,  Hex- 
ham) :  To  ask  the  Secretary  to  the 
Admiralty,  what  number  of  tons  of 
<5oal  were  contained  in  the  stock  valued 
on  1st  April,  1907,  at  £1,070,959  ;  what 
is  the  number  of  tons  of  coal  estimated 
to  be  in  stock  on  31st  March,  1908,  and 
valued  at  £1,135,000  ;  and  what  were  the 
number  of  tons  of  coal  received  into 
stock  and  issued  out  of  stork  during  the 
year  .1907-8. 

Mr.  HOLT  :  To  ask  the  Secretary  to 
the  Admiralty  whether  the  sum  of 
£1,535,959,  estimated  value  of  issues  of 
■coal  during  1907-8,  includes  the  coal 
supplied  direct  by  contractors  to  His 
Majesty's  ships  without  going  into  stock  ; 
and,  if  so,  what  number  of  tons  of  coal 
were  supplied  direct  by  contractors. 

{Anstoered  by  Mr.  Edmund  Robertson.) 
The  sum  of  £1,535,959,  estimated  value 


of  issues  of  coal  during  1907-8,  includes 
coal  supplied  direct  to  His  Majesty's 
ships  without  going  into  stock.  Having 
regard  to  the  interests  of  the  public 
service,  it  has  been  the  uniform  practice 
of  the  Admiralty  to  withhold  information 
in  regard  to  the  other  particulars  asked 
for  in  these  Questions. 

Yard  Graft  No.  11. 

Mr.  HOLT  :  To  ask  the  Secretary  to 
the  Admiralty  what  is  the  estimated 
speed  of  "Yard  Craft  No.  11"  (for 
Sheerness) ;  and  whether  she  is  a  paddle- 
wheel,   single,   or  twin-screw  vessel. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Edm'ind  Robertson). 
"  Ya-d  Craft  No.  U  "  is  not  fitted  with 
propelling  machinery,  but  has  a  boiler 
which  supplies  steam  for  working  the 
capstans,  windlass,  and  other  appliances, 
used  in  heavy  mooring  work. 
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The  ABMciated  Portland  C«meat  Mann- 
fkctnxers  and  Government  Contracts. 

Mr.  SUMMERBELL  (Sunderland):  To 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War  if  he  can 
state  whether  the  Portland  Cement  Com- 
pany are  contractors  for  the  supplying 
of  cement  to  his  Ds3partment ;  and,  if  so, 
whether  he  is  aware  that  the  said  Com- 
pany in  the  Gravesend  district  are  re- 
ducing the  number  of  men  employed 
and  replacing  them  by  boys,  thereby 
effecting  a  considerable  saving  as  to  the 
cost  of  labour ;  and,  if  so,  whether  this 
is  an  infringement  of  the  conditions 
entered  into  on  receiving  the  Govern- 
ment contract. 


{Answered  by  Mr,  Secretary  Haldane) . 
The  hon.  Member  probably  refers  to  the  . 
Associated   Portland   Cement   Manufac- 
turers, who  are  contractors  to  the  War , 
Department.    I  am  not  aware  whether 
the  process  referred  to  is  taking  place  in 
this   company.    Such    changes    do    not 
involve    an    infringement    of    the    Fair 
Wages  Clause  or  any  condition  of   the  i 
contract. 


QUESTIONS  IN  THE  HOUSE, 


Naval  Battle  Practice. 
Viscount  CASTLEREAGH  (Maid- 
stone) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the 
Admiralty  whether  certain  ships  fired 
trial  shots  at  the  target  prior  to  com- 
mencing the  regular  battle  practice  ;  and, 
if  so,  what  are  the  names  of  those  ships. 

Mr.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON  (Dun- 
dee) :  No  ships  fired  trial  shots  at  the 
battle  practice  target. 

Ohaanel  Fleet  Battle  Practice. 
Viscount  CASTLEREAGH  :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty 
whether  the  Channel  Fleet  have  taken 
from  September,  1907,  until  March,  1908, 
to  complete  their  battle  practice. 


Mr.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON 
answer  is  in  the  afhrmativo. 


The 


H.M.S.  ''Dreadnought." 
Viscount   CASTf.EREAGH :    I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty 
why  the  "Dreadnought "  fired  her  annual 
I  in  Aranci  Bay. 


Mr.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON :  Ex- 
perience of  a  battle  practice  in  the 
"Dreadnought"  was  urgently  required 
for  the  fitting  of  other  ships  of  her  class 
building.  Her  experimental  cruise  to 
Aranci  afforded  the  earliest  opportunity. 

Viscount  CASTLEREAGH :  How 
many  shots  were  fired  before  the  actual 
course  was  taken  into  consideration  1 

Mr.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON:  I 
have  no  information,  but  if  the  noble 
Lord  wishes  I  will  inquire. 

Naval  Gunnery. 

I  Viscount  CASTLEREAGH:  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty 
whether       a       competent       Admiralty 

i  Committee  is  inquiring  into  the  whole 
question  of  gunnery  with  a  view  to  its 

I  i  I  provement. 

Mr.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON:  No, 
Sir ;  the  practical  experience  of  the  Fleet 
is  constantly  affording  better  information 
and  advice  than  any  Committee  which 
could  be  convened. 

Loch  Long  Torpedo  Range. 
Mr.  GEORGE  ROBERTS  (Norwich)  : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Ad- 
miralty when  the  negotiations  to  acquire 
the  site  for  the  Loch  Long  torpedo  range 
at  Greenock  were  commenced  with  Sir 
Hugh  Shaw  Stewart ;  when  they  were 
completed ;  and  who  was  the  Fii*st  Lord 
of  the  Admiralty  at  the  time  the  negotia- 
tions were  entered  into. 

Mr.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON  :  Nego- 
tiations  were  begun  in  November,  1905, 
and  completed  in  January,   1908.      In, 
answer  to  the  third  Question,  the  First 
Lord  was  Lord  Cawdor. 

Battle  Practice  Return. 
Viscount  CASTLEREAGH  :  I  beg  to 

ask  the  Secretjry  to  the  Admiralty 
whether  he  would  state  the  names  of 
those  ships  which  have  not  been  returned 
in  the  xVnnual  Battle  Practice  Return  as 
having  completcfl  their  annual  practice. 

Mr.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON  :  The 

livit  is  too  long  for  an  oral  Answer,  and  I 
propose  to  hand  the  noble  Lord  a  copy, 
and  have  it  printed  with  the  Vote?. 

Viscount  CASTLEREAGH  :  Is  the 
"  Cape  of  Good  Hope  "  among  the  ships 
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Mr.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON  :  Yes, 
Sir. 

Case  of  Seaman  Eli  Bath. 
Mr.  hunt  (Shropshire,  Ludlow)  :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Seteretary  to  the  Admiralty 
whether  the  case  of  Ordinary  Seaman  Eli 
Bath,  Royal  Navy,  could  now  be  re- 
considered, in  view  of  the  fact  that  he 
has  already  been  in  penal  servitude  for 
more  than  three  years,  that  the  assault 
was  entirely  unpremeditated  and  com- 
mitted in  a  sudden  burst  of  passion,  and 
that  he  was  only  about  nineteen  years  of 
age  at  the  time. 

Mr.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON  :  Had 
this  man's  conduct  in  prison  been  satis- 
factory, he  would  probably  have  been 
released  before  the  end  of  the  third  year. 
His  conduct  has  not  been  satisfactory, 
and  in  the  opinion  of  the  Admiralty 
there  is  no  ground  for  remission  of  the 
sentence. 

Beserve  Battalions— Pay  of  Sergeant- 
Majors. 

Mr.  hunt  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  War  whether,  when  the 
existing  regimental  depots  are  absorbed 
into  the  Reserve  battalions,  it  is  intended 
that  the  same  rate  of  pay  and  pension 
will  be  issued  to  sergeant-majors  of  the 
Reserve  battalions  as  is  now  issued  to  the 
sergeant-majors  of  regimental  depots,  in 
view  of  the  fact  that  they  will  be  carry- 
ing out  the  work  now  performed  by  the 
depot  sergeant-majors  in  addition  to  that 
of  their  own  Reserve  battalions. 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 
WAR  (Mr.  Haldane,  Haddington): 
It  is  not  considered  necessary  to  give 
sergeant-majors  of  Reserve  battalions,  if 
amalgamated  with  depots,  more  than  is 
now  given  to  Militia  sergeant-majors,  as 
their  work  will  not  be  so  onerous  as  that 
of  sergeant-majors  of  Line  battalions. 

Mr.  HUNT  :  Is  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man aware  that  these  men  will  have  more 
work  under  the  new  regulations  than 
under  the  old  ? 

Mr.  haldane  ;  No,  Sir. 

Territorial  Yeomanry. 
Mr.  CLAUDE  HAY  (Shoreditch,  Hox- 
ton) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  if  he  will  state  why,  having  regard 


to  the  fact  that  quartermaster-sergeants 
and  squadron  sergeant  majors  of  the 
Territorial  Yeomanry  are  to  receive  the 
same  rate  of  pav,  wives  of  the  latter  are 
to  receive  a  lower  rate  of  separation 
allowance  than  wives  of  the  former. 

Mr.  HALDANE  :  The  arrangements 
for  the  Territorial  Force  follow  those  for 
the  Regular  Army  where  the  regimental 
quartermaster-sergeant  and  the  squadron 
sergeant-major  draw  the   same   rate  of 

y  but  different  separation  allowance. 

he  quartermaster  sergeant  ranks  a  class 

above    the    squadron    sergeant-major  in 

accordance  with  paragraph    282   of  the 

King's  Regulations. 

Mr,  CLAUDE  HAY :  Will  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  reconsider  the  matter  ? 

Mr.  HALDANE :  I  see  no  reason  to 
alter  what  is  laid  down  in  the  Ring's 
Regulations. 

Earl  WINTERTON  (Sussex,  Hor- 
sham) :  Are  the  Kind's  Regulations 
necessarily  to  be  followed  in  all  cases  1 

[The  Answer  was  inaudible.] 

Trade  Beads  from  India  to  Tibet. 
Mr.  REES  (Montgomery  Boroughs): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
India  whether  the  Government  of  India 
contemplates  the  improvement  of  the 
trade  roads  from  India  into  Tibet. 

The  secretary  of  STATE  for 
INDIA  (Mr.  MORLEY,  Montrose  Burghs) : 
The  Government  of  India  have  submitted 
no  proposals  to  me  for  improving  the 
roads  from  India  into  Tibet. 

Low-Grade  Technical  Training  in  India. 
Mr.  REES :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  India  whether  it  is 
intended  to  establish  industrial  schools 
for  low-grade  technical  training,  such  as 
would  provide  a  suitable  field  of  recruit- 
ment whence  to  draw  students  capable  of 
benefiting  from  the  courses  provided  by 
the  expensive  machinery  and  costly  equip- 
ment of  the  Thomasson  College  at  Rurki, 
which  is  now  practically  fulfilling  the 
functions  of  a  low  grade  technical  school. 

Mr.  MORLEY  :  I  have  no  information 
as  to  the  intentions  of  the  Government 
of  India.     I  have  seen  nothing  to  suggest 
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that  the  local  Government  are  not 
satisfied  that  the  college  is  being  used 
to  the  best  advantage  in  view  of  existing 
conditions. 

Military  Churches  ia  India. 
Sir  J.  JARDINE  (Roxburghshire): 
I, beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  India  whether  there  are  any  other 
military  stations  in  India  in  like  circum- 
stances with  Jullundar,  as  having  no 
Presbyterian  or  unconsecrated  church, 
and  to  which  Scottish  regiments  are  not 
in  future  to  be  sent  because  of  the  absence 
of  such  buildings;  and  whether  he  will 
state  what  the  military  stations  are  to 
which  they  are  not  to  be  sent  in  future. 

The  following  Questions  on  the  same 
subject  also  appeared  on  the  Paper :  — 

Sir  J.  JARDINE  :  To  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  India  if  he  can 
state  in  what  year  the  Government 
church  in  the  Jullundar  cantonment  was 
built ;  whether  it  was  built  out  of  funds 
accruing  from  the  taxes  in  India  :  and 
whether  any  annual  charge  on  the  Indian 
finances  is  caused  by  the  keeping  up  and 
repair  of  the  building  or  as  salaries  to 
beadles  or  caretiakers. 

Mr.  DUNDAS  WHITE  (Dumbarton- 
shire)  :  To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
India  whether  he  can  give  an  undertaking 
that  no  church  built  wboUy  or  in  part 
with  public  money  shall  in  future  be 
allowed  to  be  consecrated  except  on  the 
express  terms  that  such  consecration  shall 
not  be  deemed  to  give  rise  to  any  claim 
to  special  or  exclusive  use. 

Mr.  DUNDAS  WHITE :  To  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  India  whether  his 
attention  has  been  called  to  the  Bishop  of 
Lahore's  assertion  that  since  the  Govern- 
ment church,  built  with  public  money  at 
Jullundar,  has  been  consecrated,  the 
Church  of  England  has  the  monopoly  of 
using  it ;  will  he  say  whether  the  ques- 
tion has  ever  been  tested  in  any  court  of 
law ;  and  whether  the  Indian  Government 
will  take  steps  to  maintain  the  govern- 
mental and  public  rights  to  that  church 
by  taking  legal  action  to  challenge  the 
alleged  monopoly. 

Mr.  ANNAN  BRYCE  (Inverness 
Burghs) :  To  ask  the  Secretary   of  State 


for  India  what  the  total  cost  will  be  of 
moving  the  Gordon  Highlanders  form 
Jullundar  cantonment  to  Calcutta  in 
order  to  provide  them  with  a  Presby- 
terian church ;  and  what  will  be  the  cost 
of  moving  to  Jullundar  the  regiment 
which  will  take  their  place. 

Mr.  ANNAN  BRYCE:  To  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  India  what  regi- 
ment will  take  the  place  of  the  Gordon 
Highlanders  at  Jullundar  cantonment. 

Mr.  ANNAN  BRYCE:  To  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  India  whether  he 
proposes  to  take  steps  to  provide  a  method 
for  removing  the  consecration  of  Anglican 
churches  built  with  public  money  in 
Indian  cantonments. 

Mb.  ANNAN  BRYCE :  To  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  India  whether  he 
proposes  to  take  steps  to  give  the  metro- 
politan bishop  in  India  power  to  over- 
rule the  decisions  of  suffragan  bishops. 

Mr.  cowan  (Surrey,  Guildford): 
To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  India 
what  were  the  strengths  of  the  Gordon 
Highlanders  and  the  Leinster  Regiment 
respectively  at  the  time  of  the  Bishop  of 
Lahore's  action  as  to  the  use  of  the 
Grovernment  church  in  the  Jullundar 
cantonment ;  what  were  the  numbers  of 
the  wives  and  chOdren  moved  with  these 
battalions ;  and  whether  the  expenses  of 
the  removal  from  the  one  station  to  the 
other  will  be  a  charge  on  the  Indian  or 
the  British  taxpayer.  ^ 

Mr.  DUNDAS  WHITE:  To  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  India  if  he  can 
say  upon  what  statute  or  statutes,  if  any, 
of  this  country  or  of  India  the  claim  to 
the  exclusive  use  of  consecrated  Gk)vern- 
ment  churches  is  based. 

Mr.  DUNDAS  WHITE :  To  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  India  whether  he 
can  say  when  and  by  whom  the  bishopric 
of  Lahore  was  instituted  ;  when  and  by 
whom  the  present  bishop  was  appointed  ; 
by  whom  his  stipend  is  paid ;  and  how,  if 
at  all,  his  status  in  India  differs  from  that 
of  any  other  minister  of  religion. 

Mr.  LAIDLAW  (Renfrewshire,  E.) : 
To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  India 
if  he  will  give  the  names  of  the  military 
stations,  including  health  resorts,  in  India, 
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from  which,  under  rfcent  orders,  the 
Scottish  regiments  will  be  precluded  on 
account  of  there  being  no  place  of  worship 
for  Presbyterian  and  other  Noncon- 
formists. 

Mr.  LAIDLAW  :  To  ask  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  India  if  he  will  lay  upon  the 
Table  the  correspondence  relating  to  the 
action  of  the  Bishop  of  Lahore  in  regard 
to  his  licence  for  the  use  of  the  Govern- 
ment church  in  Jullundar  cantonment, 
and  the  exclusion  therefrom  of  the 
Gordon  Highlanders  as  regards  the  cele- 
bration of  the  Christian  sacrament. 

Sir  henry  CRAIK  (Glasgow  and 
Aberdeen  Universities) :  To  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  India  whether  he 
will  cause  a  Memorandum,  explaining  the 
position  of  the  different  religious  com- 
munions, whether  Episcopalian,  Presby- 
terian, or  Roman  Catholic,  in  respect  to 
the  places  of  worship  in  military  canton- 
ments in  India,  to  be  prepared  and  laid 
upon  the  Table  of  the  House,  showing 
the  grounds  upon  which  special  privi- 
leges are  claimed  by,  or  granted  to,  any 
one  communion  ;  or  whether  he  can  refer 
Members  to  any  document  from  which 
this  information  can  be  obtained. 

Mr.  MORLEY  :  With  your  permission, 
Sir,  I  should  like  to  state  the  position  in 
a  sentence  or  two  dealing  with  this 
question.  All  these  Questions  touch 
one  particular  subject  from  the  different 
points  of  view  of  the  various  interrogators. 
I  8ubmit»th^t  I  should  be  saving  the  time 
of  the  House  and  consulting  the  desires 
of  those  who  have  put  these  Questions 
on  the  Paper,  if,  instead  of  answering  on 
this  subject  point  by  point,  I  were  to 
place  on  the  Table  of  the  House,  as  an 
hon.  Member  opposite,  in  fact,  proposes 
that  I  should,  a  Memorandum  containing 
the  whole  history  and  facts  of  this  rather 
complex,  intricate,  and  certainly  very 
delicate  question.  I  believe  that  by  so 
doing  I  shall  do  what  the  House,  if  they 
were  acquainted  with  all  the  circum- 
stances, would  desire  me  to  do,  and  there- 
fore I  hope  that  I  may  be  absolved  from 
answering  these  Questions  in  detail, 
because  I  will  undertake  that  the 
Memorandum  shall  contain  an  answer  to 
every  point  raised  by  my  hon.  friends. 
There  are  Papers  already  in  possession  of 
the  House,  and  have  been  for  several 
years,  but   then  hon.  MemV^ers  do  not 


always  have  time  to  read  Blue-books; 
but  they  will  find  a  good  deal  of  informa- 
tion on  all  these  points  in  Command 
Paper  129  of  the  year  1900— Papers 
relating  to  the  use  of  Presbyterian  and 
We:?leyan  services  in  garrison  churches  in 
India.  I  would  only  add  this,  that  I 
understand  that  the  Metropolitan  Bishop 
of  Calcutta  sads  for  this  country  on  the 
25th  of  this  month,  and  I  shall  have  every 
advantage  of  consultation  with  bitn 
before  I  am  called  upon  to  reply  to  any 
points  that  may  occur  to  hon.  Members 
iu  connection  with  the  matter. 

Mr.  GULLAND  (Dumfries  Burghs): 
May  I  ask  if  there  will  be  any  oppor- 
tunity to  discuss  the  question  after  those 
Papers  have  been  laid  1 

Mr.  MORLEY  :  That  is  a  point  which 
I  am  not  competent  to  answer.  It  must 
be  addressed  to  the  Leader  of  the 
House. 

Sir  J.  JARDINE:  When  will  the 
Memorandum  be  laid  ? 

Mr.  MORLEY  :  I  should  say  within  a 
week. 

*SiR  J.  JARDINE  intimated  he 
would  draw  attention  to  the  matter  and 
move  a  Resolution.  He  also  inquired 
what  arrangement  was  likely  to  be  made 
about  the  Presbyterians  in  the  Royal 
Regiment  of  Artillery  and  the  use  of 
these  churches. 

Mr.  MORLEY:  I  think  my  hon. 
friend  will  bo  well  advised  to  wait  until 
he  sees  the  Memorandum,  and  then  he 
can  put  further  Questions. 

Sir.  J.  JARDINE :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  whether  the 
War  Office  is  consulted  as  regards  any 
intended  consecration  of  Government 
churches  in  India  which  are  used  by 
British  troops  for  the  purpose  of  Divine 
services. 

Mr.  HALDANE  :  The  reply  is  in  the 
negative. 

Madras  High  Court  of  Judicature. 

Sir  J.  JARDINE:  I  bog  to  ask 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  India  whether^ 
as  regards  the  High  Court  of  Judicature 
at  Madras,  any  native  of  India  qualified 
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as  a  barrister  to  be  a  Judge  thereof  has  a 
seat  on  the  bench  of  that  High  Court  ? 

Mr.  MORLEY  :  The  reply  is  in  the 
negatiTe.  The  Indian  Judge  is  a  Vakil 
of  the  High  Court. 

Bombay  Ecclesiastical  Inquiry. 
Sir  J.  JARDINE:  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  India  whether 
he  is  aware  that  an  inquiry  was  held  last 
month  at  the  Government  Secretariat  in 
Bombay  by  the  Bishops  of  Calcutta, 
Madras,  Lucknow,  and  Travancore,  as 
regards  certain  matters  of  doctrine  and 
ritual  in  dispute  between  the  Bishop  of 
Bombay  and  certain  clerks  in  holy  orders 
in  which  counsel  were  heard ;  and  whether 
he  can  state  if  the  assembly  of  bishops 
sat  as  a  court  having  jurisdiction  to  pass 
binding  decisions  or  merely  as  a  council 
of  the  Church  or  as  arbitrators  by  con- 
sent of  parties? 

Mr.  MORLEY  :  I  have  no  knowledge 
of  the  inquiry  referred  to  in  this  Ques- 
tion. 


will  secure  greater  efficiency  and  a  fairer 
representation  of  interests.  I  am  not 
prepared  to  interfere  in  the  way  suggesr 
ted. 

British  Indians  in  Canada. 
*Sir  CHARLES  DILKE  (Gloucester- 
shire,  Forest  of  Dean)  asked  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  India  whether  he  had  received 
a  telegram  from  Vancouver  from  a  larg& 
meeting  of  British  Indians,  which  was- 
held  in  the  Sikh  Temple,  protesting 
against  deportation  and  exclusion  from 
Canada. 

*Mr.  MORLEY:  I  leceived  the  tele- 
gram from  Vancouver  to  which  my  right 
j  hon.  friend  refers.  The  only  addition 
I  I  can  make  to  that  statement  is  that 
I  I  have  the  matter  under  my  very  careful 
I  consideration  and  I  am  discussing  it  with 
I  the  Indian  Government  and — in  concert 
I  with  the  Colonial  Office  here — with  an 
!  envoy  of  the  Dominion  Government  of 
I  Canada  with  the  hope  of  bringing  to  an 
I  end,  if  possible,  this  extremely  difficult,, 
intricate,  and  possibly  dangerous  question. 


Simla  Municipal  Committee. 
Mr.  LAIDLAW  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  India  if  he  is 
aware  that,  by  the  conditions  under 
which  the  newly  constituted  Simla  Muni- 
cipal Committee  is  to  be  formed,  the 
constitutional  method  of  electing  repre- 
sentatives has  been  abolished,  and  that 
representatives  are  now  to  be  selected  by 
nomination,  and  that  the  largest  section 
of  ratepayers  in  Simla,  viz.,  the  owners 
of  private  house  proj.>erty,  are  to  have 
only  one  representative,  out  of  a  total  of 
seven  nominated  members ;  and  will  he 
take  steps  to  bring  about  a  continuance 
of  the  elective  system,  and  also  see  that 
the  owners  of  private  house  property 
have  at  least  two  representatives  to  pro- 
tect their  large  and  important  interests. 

Mr.  MORLEY  :  In  reconstituting  the 
Simla  Municipal  Committee  in  the  man- 
ner described  the  Local  Government  has 
acted  within  its  legal  powers.  The 
Municipal  Act  of  the  Funjjil)  loaves  it  to 
the  Governmenti  to  settle  whether  a 
municipal  committee  ^hall  be  constituted 
by  appointment  or  by  selection.  The 
Government,  which  has  a  predominating 
interest  in  the  good  administration  of 
Simla,  and  has  largely  financed  the 
municipality,  considers  that  the  change 


Transvaal  Mining  Industry  Commission* 
Mr.  STAVELEY-HILL  (Staffordshire^ 
Kingswinford) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under- 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies^ 
whether  he  will  lay  upon  the  Table  of  th^ 
House  the  Report  of  the  Transvaal 
Mining  Industry  Commission. 

The  under  -  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  FOR  THE  COLONIES  (Mr. 
Churchill,  Manchester,  N.W.) :  When 
the  Report  is  received  from  South 
Africa  the  question  of  laying  it  upon 
the  Table  shall  be  fully  considered. 

Portuguese  African  Natives  in  the 
Transvaal  Mines. 

Mr.  STAVELEY-HILL  :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Under-Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies  whether  the  Natives  of 
Portuguese  Africa  employed  in  tho 
Transvaal  mines  are  allowed  to  take  their 
wives  and  children  with  them ;  and 
whether  any  accommodation  is  provided 
for  their  families  in  the  compounds. 

Mr.  CHURCHILL:  Provision  for 
taking  wives  and  children  is  not.  as  far  as 
I  know,  made  in  any  of  the  contracts,  but 
a  certain  number  of  women  do,  as  a  matter 
of  fact,  emigrate  and  settle  in  the 
Transvaal. 
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Mr.  STAVELEY-HILL  :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Under-Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies  whether  he  will  state  the  rate  of 
pay  received  by  natives  recruited  for  the 
Transvaal  mines  from  Portuguese  Africa, 
the  number  of  hours  they  work  per  day, 
and  whether  there  are  restrictions  pre- 
venting them  doing  other  than  unskilled 
labour. 

Mr.  CHURCHILL :  I  cannot  answer 
the  Question  in  detail,  but  generally 
speaking,  the  conditions  on  which  natives 
from  Portuguese  East  Africa  work  are 
the  same  as  those  on  which  other  Kaffirs 
work. 

Mr.  STAVELEY-HILL :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Under-Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies  whether  lie  will  lay  upon  the 
Table  of  the  House  a  copy  of  the  indenture 
entered  into  by  the  Natives  from 
Portuguese  Africa  when  they  are  re- 
cruited for  labour  in  the  Transvaal  mines. 

Mr,  CHURCHILL:  The  form  has 
been  altered  since  the  copy  in  the 
possession  of  the  Colonial  Office  was 
received,  but  amended  copies  are  being 
sent  home  by  the  Governor,  and  the 
correct  form  shall  be  laid  when  it  is 
received. 

Mr.  STAVELEY-HILL :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies  whether  the  Transvaal  Govern- 
ment take  steps  to  satisfy  themselves  that 
the  natives  recruited  from  Portuguese 
Africa  thoroughly  understand  the  terms 
of  their  contract;  whether  natives  who 
complain  of  having  entered  into  their 
contract  without  full  knowledge  of  what 
they  are  undertaking  are  repatriated  out 
of  public  funds ;  and,  if  so,  how  many 
have  been  so  repatriated  since  June,  1907. 

Mr.  CHURCHILL  :  1  understand  that 
•contracts  are  registered  before  a  Portu- 
guese official.  But  in  view  of  the  very 
large  number  of  natives  who  resort  to  the 
mines  from  Portuguese  East  Africa  there 
can  be  little  doubt  that  in  any  case  the 
conditions  would  be  well  understood,  and 
I  am  not  aware  of  any  complaints  such 
as  are  referred  to  in  the  Question  having 
been  made. 

JSteamship  Commanication  in  East  Africa 

Sir  J.  DICKSON-POYNDER  ^WUt^ 

shire,   Chippenham)  :  I   beg   to  asK  the 


President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  whether, 
in  view  of  the  large  consignments  of 
British  produce  now  being  carried  in 
foreign  ships  from  ports  along  the  East 
African  coast,  he  will  consider  the 
advisability  of  granting  practical  facilities 
to  some  responsible  line  of  British  steamers 
to  perform  this  increasing  commercial 
'  and  Imperial  service. 

Mr.  CHURCHILL:  My  right  hon. 
friend  has  asked  me  to  answer  this 
Question.  The  matter  to  which  my  hon. 
friend  refers  has  engaged  the  attention 
of  His  Majesty's  Gk)vemment  for  some 
time,  but  the  negotiations  which  have 
been  carried  on  with  a  \iew  to  establish- 
ing an  adequate  service  of  British 
steamers  on  suitable  terms  have  not,  up 
to  the  present,  been  successful. 

Sir  GILBERT  PARKER  (Gravesend) 
asked  whether  the  Grovemment  had  under 
consideration  the  question  of  giving  sub- 
sidies to  some  line  of  British  steamers 
trading  to  East  Africa. 

Mr.  CHURCHILL  said  that  that  ques- 
tion had  been  under  consideration,  but 
whether  under  favourable  consideration 
was  another  matter. 

Natal  Premier  and  British  M.Ps. 
Mr.  swift  MACNEILL  :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Under-Secretary  of  State  for  the 
I  Colonies  whether  the  attention  of  the 
Colonial  Secretary  has  been  directed  to 
the  speech  delivered  on  Saturday  last 
by  Mr.  Moore,  the  Premier  of  Natal,  in 
which  he  commented  on  the  action  of 
Members  of  the  House  of  Commons  in 
putting  Questions  which  were  answered 
frankly  and  without  protest  in  relation  to 
the  continuance  of  a  system  of  martial 
law  in  that  Colony,  and  the  incidents 
of  the  administration  of  that  system,  and 
applied  to  the  conduct  of  such  Members 
the  term  "  damnable  interference."  And 
whether,  regard  being  had  to  the  fact 
that  Natal  owes  the  preservation  of  its 
existence  to  the  defence  and  protection 
of  Imperial  troops  maintainea  by  the 
suras  voted  by  the  House  of  Commons, 
the  Governor  of  Natal  will  be  requested 
to  represent  to  the  Prime  Minister  the 
impropriety  of  such  expressions  and  the 
grave  results  they  are  calculated  to 
produce. 
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Mr.  CHURCHILL  rose  to  reply,  when 

Earl  WINTERTON,  on  a  point  of 
order,  asked  Mr.  Speaker  to  say  whether, 
in  view  of  his  ruling  of  last  May  that 
there  was  no  Department  in  this  country 
responsible  for  the  Colonial  Premiers, 
it  was  in  order  to  ask  this  Question. 

♦Mr.  speaker  :  I  should  like  to 
have  had  an  opportunity  of  seeing  the 
Question.  It  is  a  long  one,  and  has  been 
sprung  upon  me  at  a  moment's  notice. 
I  do  not  like  to  pronounce  judgment  upon 
it  without  having  a  few  moments  to 
consider  it.  I  think  it  contains  a  quo- 
tation, and,  as  the  hon.  Member  is 
well  aware,  quotations  are  not  per- 
mitted in  Questions.  Perhaps  the  hon. 
Member  wiU  kindly  put  it  down  on  the 
Question  Paper. 

Mr.  SWIFT  MACNEILL:  The  quota- 
tion is  not  put  in  the  form  of  a  quotation 
in  the  Question.  I  make  myself  respon- 
sible for  it. 

♦Mr.  speaker  :  Perhaps  the  hon. 
Member  will  put  it  down. 

Natal  Native  Affairs  Commission. 
Mr  ALDEN  (Middlesex,  Tottenham) : 
I  bee  to  ask  the  Under-Secretary  of  State 
for  me  Colonies  whether  he  can  inform 
the  House  as  to  what  action,  if  any,  the 
Natal  Grovernment  has  taken  with  respect 
to  the  Report  of  the  Natal  Native 
Affairs  Commission. 

Mr.  CHURCHILL:  I  cannot  at 
present  add  anything  to  my  reply  to  a 
similar  Question  put  by  my  right  hon. 
friend  the  Member  for  the  Forest  of 
Dean  on  3rd  February. 

Registration  of  Trawlers  in  Norway. 

Mr.  a.  WILLIAMSON  (Elgin  and 
Nairn)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  Foreign  Affairs  if  he  can  now 
state  what  is  the  total  number  of  steam 
trawlers  registered  in  Norway. 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 
FOREIGN  AFFAIRS  (Sir  P:dward 
Grey,  Northumberland,  Berwick)  :  No, 
Sir.  I  have  not  yet  received  the  infer 
mation,  which  will  not  be  ready  for  some 
dajs.  It  is  the  intention  of  the  Board 
at  Agrieulture  and  Fisheries  to  lay  a 
"^"^        jliowing    the    number   of    steam 

WL  [Fourth  Series.] 


trawlers  and  drifters  respectively  regis- 
tered in  the  ports  of  Western  European 
States,  including  Norway. 

Japan  and  Formosa. 
Mr.  BYLES  (Salford,  N.) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs  whether  he  has  any  official  infor- 
mation to  the  effect  that  the  Japanese 
authorities  have  arranged  a  plan  to. 
extirpate  the  aboriginal  population  of 
the  island  of  Formosa;  and,  if  so, 
whether  he  proposes  to  make  any  repre- 
sentations to'  the  Japanese  Government 
on  the  subject. 

Sir  EDWARD  GREY :  I  have  neither 
heard  of  any  such  plan,  nor  do  I  believe 
in  its  existence. 

Mr.  BYLES:  Has  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman's  attention  been  drawn  to  a 
speech  by  the  Chief  Administrator  of 
Formosa  in  which  he  said  the  Govern- 
ment were  engaged  in  clearing  the 
islands. 

♦Mr.  SPEAKER :  Notice  must  be  given 
of  that  Question. 

British  Understandings  with  Foreign 
Powers. 

Mr.  MACKARNESS  (Berkshire, 
Newbury) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secre- 
tary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs 
whether  any  understanding^exists  between 
Great  Britain  and  any  Foreign  Power 
which  imposes  upon  the  British  Govem- 
meiit  an  obligation  to  keep  up  either  the 
naval  or  military  forces  of  the  Crown,  or 
any  part  of  them,  to  any  particular 
strength  or  standard  7 

Sir  EDWARD  GREY :  The  Answer 
is  in  the  negative.  There  is  no  under- 
taking  imposing  such  an  obligation. 

Licensing  Compensation. 
Mr.  DUNDAS  WHITE  :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department  if  he  can  say  what  was  the 
total  amount  of  compensation  awarded 
under  the  Licensing  Act,  1904,  in  p]ngland 
and  Wales,  outside  the  County  of  London, 
during  the  last  year  for  which  the  figures 
are  available;  and  how  much  of  that 
compensation  was  awarded  to  licence- 
holders,  to  brewers  and  distillers,  and  to 
other  parties,  respectively. 
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The    secretary  of    STATE  for  :  measure  have  any  effect  upon  the  right 

THE  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Mr.  Glad-  hon.  Gentleman  ? 
STONE,    Leeds,    W. ) :     The    volume    of 

Licensing  Statistics  for  19.7  shows  that  MR.   GLADSTONE:   I  pay  more  re- 

the  total  amount  of  compensation    paid  gard  to  the  fact  that  the  Bill  imposing  the 

under  the  Licensing  Act,  1904,   in  the  eight  hours  limitation  was  twice  read  in 

year  1907  in  England  and  Wales  outside  this  House  without  a  division  last  year 

the  County   and    City  of    London  was  and  the  year  l^efore. 
£1,32:1,808    9s.    8d.  *    Of    this    a    sum 


amounting  to  £1:15,880  1.3s.  8d.  was 
paid  to  the  licence-holders.  The  re- 
mainder went  to  other  parlies  interested. 
1  am  unable  to  say  how  much  of  it  was 
received  by  brewers  and  distillers. 


Mr.  JOHN  WARD  (Stoke-on-Trent): 
Can  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  say  whether    P"^®  ' 
in  the  small  amount  that  went  to  licence- 
holdoi-s,  in  some  cases  the  holders  were 
also  the  owners  of  the  property  ? 


Captain  CRAIG  (Down,  E.) :  Has  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman's  attentioa  been 
called  to  the  fact  that  contracts  for  the 
future  deliyery  of  coal  have  been  entered 
into  with  a  proviso  in  them  that  if  this 
Eight  Hours  Bill  becomes  law  the  coal 
will  be   Is.  6d.  to  28.  per  ton   higher  in 


Mr.  GLADSTONE 
would  be  so,  I  take  it. 


Yes,  Sir  :    that 


Coal  Mines  lEight  Hours^  Bill 
Si  u  B  E  K  K  E  L  E  Y  SHEFFIELD 
(Lincolnshire,  Brigg) :  I  l>eg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  StAte  for  the  Home  Depart- 
mtMit  what  ropresentations  he  has  received 
from  chambers  of  commerce  and  similar 
bodies  with  regard  to  the  Coal  Mines 
(Eight  Hours)  Bill :  and  how  many  of 
such  chambers  have  announced  their 
8upi>orc  of  the  measure. 

Mr.  GLADSTONE:  I  have  received 
deputations  representing  the  Shipping 
Fetleration,  the  Kaihvav  Compiinies 
Association,  the  British  Iron  Trade 
Association  and  other  similar  Kxiies, 
besides  many  chambers  of  commerce. 
Numeror.s  written  resolutions  have  also 
reached  me.  I  have  not  received  from 
these  or  similar  bodies  representations  in 
supjx>rt  of  the  Bill.  These  deputations 
and  resolutions  have  been  concerned  with 
the  p05si!>le  economic  effects  of  the  Bill 
in  iucrciising  the  cost  of  production  and 
hami^ring  commerce  and  industry.  In 
almost  every  case  their  forecasts  are 
founded  on  a  basis  which  is  not  the 
l«asis  of  the  Bill,  and  are  consequently 
erroneous.  1  may  say  that  I  have  i  aid 
and  am  ju\  ing  the  closest  attention  to  the 
probable  effect  on  output  of  any  given 
limitation. 


Mr.  GLADSTONE:  If  the  hon.  and 
gallant  Gentleman  will  bring  to  my  notice 
any  such  contract  I  shall  be  glad  to  con- 
sider it.  I  am  aware  that  statements 
have  been  made  that  such  contracts  have 
been  proposed.  I  have  made  considerabld 
efforts  without  success  to  find  out  whether 
such  contracts  have  been  made. 

Captain  CRAIO  :  Is  it  not  a  fact  that 
the  Xewcastle-under-Ljme  Board  of 
i^Tuardians  yesterday  accepted  a  contract 
with  those  conditional 

♦Mr.  SPEAKER :  The  hon.  Member 
must  give  notice  of  that  Question. 

Mr.  W.  HARVEY  (Derbyshire,  N.K) : 
Is  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  aware  that 
the  Trade  L'nion  Congress,  representing 
o  er  a  million  people,  are  unanimously  in 
favour  of  your  Bill  1 

Mr.  GLADSTONE:  Yes.  Sir. 

Mr.  JOHN  WARD  :  Is  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  aware  that  in  the  minmg  con- 
siituencies  at  the  last  election  at  least  100 
Unionist  candidates  had  this  proposal  on 
their  programmes  ] 

Mr.  GLADSTONE:  My  hon.  friend 
may  feel  quite  confident  I  am  carefully 
looking  into  that. 

Mr.  WATT  (Glasgow,  College):  Does 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  think  the  pre- 
sent moment  opportune  for  bringing  in 
this  measure  ? 


VimointCASTLEKKAGH:  Will  the        Mr.   GLADSTONE:  Certoinly.  Why 

fa^i  of   there    being   no   support  of  this    should  it  not  be  t 
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Mr.  pike  pease  (Darlington) :  -Is 
the  right  hon.  Oentleman  aware  that  the 
miners  of  Durham  and  Northumberland 
*re  not  really  in  favour  of  this  Bill  ? 


Mr.  GLADSTONE :  There  has  been 
•&  continuous  movement  in  Durham  and 
Northumberland  towards  an  attitude 
favourable  to  the  Bill. 

Several  Members  rising  to  put  supple- 
mentary Questions  to  the  Home  Secre- 
tary— 


♦Mr.   SPEAKER: 
think  the  rest  of  this 
he  taken  on  the  Bill. 


Order,    order.     I 
debate  had  better 


Mr.  CHARLES  McARTHUR  (Liver- 
pool, Kirkdale) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  Home  Department 
ftf  he  can  say  whether  the  Second  Reading 
of  the  Coal  Mines  (Eight  Hours)  (No.  2) 
Bill  will  be  taken  before  Easter. 

Mr.  GLADSTONE :  I  hope  so,  but  I 
4im  not  yet  in  a  position  to  say  definitely. 

China  and  Earthenware  Industry— Lead 
Poisoning. 

Mr.  ALDEN  :  I  be^  to  ask  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  Home  Department 
whether  he  is  aware  that  during  the  months 
of  January  and  February  of  this  year  there 
were  seventeen  cases  of  lead -poisoning  in 
the  china  and  earthenware  industry,  as 
against  ten  for  the  same  two  months  of 
1907  ;  that  seven  out  of  the  ten  persons 
affected  by  lead-poisoning  during  the 
month  of  February  this  year  were 
females ;  whether  he  can  inform  the 
House  as  to  the  number  of  china  and  earth- 
onware  factories  represented  by  these 
oases ;  and  how  many  of  these  cases  have 
resulted  in  death. 

Mr.  GLADSTONE  :  The  figures 
quoted  by  ray  hon.  friend  are  correct. 
The  seventeen  cases  occurred  in  fourteen 
factories  and  one  of  them  was  fatal.  As 
I  have  already  announced,  I  am  appoint- 
ing a  Committee  to  make  a  further  in- 
quiry with  regard  to  lead  poisoning  in 
this  industry. 

Motor  'Bus  Traffic  in  London  Streets. 

Sir  HENRY  CRAIK :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department  under  what  statute  the  traffic 
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of  motor  omnibuses  in  the  streets  of 
London  is  regulated;  and  whether  they 
are  subject  to  any  restriction  as  to  the 
amount  of  smell,  noise,  and  vibration 
which  they  cause,  from  a  failure  to  use 
machinery  of  the  best  type,  or  from  their 
weight. 


excessive 


Mr.  GLADSTONE:  The  traffic  of 
motor  omnibuses  in  London  is  regulated 
under  the  Motor  Car  Acts  of  1896  and 
1903,  the  several  Public  Carriage  Acts, 
and  the  Orders  made  under  the  Motor 
Car  and  Public  Carriage  Acts.  The 
maximum  weight  and  permissible  speed 
of  these  vehicles  is  laid  down  in  the 
Local  Government  Board  Order  of  the 
27th  December,  1904.  Some  check  to 
unnecessary  smell  and  noise  is  afforded 
by  the  regulations  of  the  Commissioner 
of  Police  as  to  the  conditions  to  be  ful- 
filled before  a  licence  is  granted.  More- 
over the  owners  of  vehicles  which  are 
found  to  offend  in  these  respects  are 
frequently  served  with  notices  forbidding 
them  to  use  the  vehicle  again  until  the 
defect  has  been  remedied. 

Central  Telegraph  Staff  Orievanced. 

Mr.  wiles  (Islington,  S.) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Postmaster  -  General  whether 
telegraphists  in  the  cable  room  of  the 
Central  Telegraph  Department  are  re- 
cruited from  the  staff  in  the  inland 
section,  and  forfeit  seniority  upon  their 
appointment  to  the  cable  section ;  whether 
an  allowance  of  2s.  6d.  per  week  is 
granted  to  operators  who  can  speak 
French  and  German  ;  if  it  has  now  been 
decided  that  the  increment  of  3s.  per 
week  granted  to  all  telegraphists  upon 
passing  a  test  in  technical  and  profes- 
sional knowledge  is  to  be  merged  in  the 
language  allowance  for  the  cable  staff; 
and,  if  so,  whether  these  operators  will 
therefore  only  receive  6d.  per  week  extra 
for  possessing  qualifications  that  secure 
3s.  per  week  to  other  operators. 

The  POSTMASTER-GENERAL  (Mr. 
Sydney  Buxton,  Tower  Hamlets,  Pop 
lar) :  The  statements  in  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber's Question  are  generally  correct, 
except  that  the  allowance  of  2s.  6d.  is 
given  to  all  the  operators  in  the  cable 
room.  The  merging  of  the  cable  room 
allowance  in  the  technical  allowance  is  in 
accordance  with  an  explicit  recommen- 
dation of  the  Select  Committee. 
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Dallas  Letter  Deliveries. 
Mu.  A,  WILLIAMSON:  Ibogtoask 
tho  PoMtnuuitor-Cioiioral  if  ho  is  awaro 
that  thon^  aro  hovofiiI  householders 
within  two  miU«  of  the  village  of 
DalluN,  in  MoravHhiro,  who  have  a 
dolivory  of  lottvrs  twiin)  a  week,  while 
othoi*8  who  livo  four  milos  from  the 
villago  have  a  duily  deliver j ;  and 
whothor  ho  will  ondivivour  to  improve 
tho  |UH^ont  arrangomonts  for  the  de- 
livorv  of  lottors  in  that  district 

Mk.  SYDNKY  lU'XTON:  I  have 
oalKni  for  a  ro^H^rt  on  this  subject,  and 
on  its  nvoipt  I  will  ci>ninuinicate  with 
tho  hon.  Moniln^r. 

Indian  Blail  Time  Table. 
Mk.  l.AlhLAW  :  I  iH^g  to  ask  tho 
l\>*ln»a*toriitMioral  if  ho  oontoniplatos 
tho  tvirlv  intnvi notion  of  tho  rovisixl 
limo  tablo  for  (ho  Indian  uiails  ;  if  he 
will  ivnsidor  tho  advisability  of  arranging 
tor  a  Friday  morning  instead  of  a  Satur- 
day inormng  doli\ory  in  London;  and 
whothor  ho  is  awan^  that  tho  pro;ik»ni 
tiuio  t^blo  onaV'o*  Continontal  tiru^s  to 
rop!y  :o  thov:  vvrrx^^ivr.do:;;*  a  wei'k 
<>*5;;ov  thAu  tho  lVl::s*h.  whv^  arx*  thus 
**■  r:o ',;**,  \  b.a Uvi  u* a  v ;y\i : : : :  h o :  r  oo it^  jv : ; : : on 
x*'.:h  vr^**:'.'.  :rA.:ors. 

N:h   S\:^N:\    UVWv^N      rhc   :::uo 

*\*i-. .  ;^  K .  '.s  A *.  .Vv4 : .  :  r.  s* ;  <»  r  a  :  •. .'  ■. •.      '. :   jv. 
\  \;  ,• '"  t  ,* '  A  »; .■  •  *  X*  r .    .* :  ?. '  s:. i'  w  a r.*  :v. a:  . >  a  : 
^^ . .  x;  X ,   .t ;    >  y.  •  ••     ,•  r  W ,%.-. ■  •  ;^: a y  Ss.  a ■  ■  ,1 
;^o       *,\\v  ;\         '.  .*-x*,*:*   a.    1.    y.-,".     .*r. 
■  K  .  ...  ... ^.  ^. ..  ^.  ^^^ . "    \ 1 4 .  -^. 


-..^A.-v 


vV-, ,\v.    .  >  .•  V ,'  .s  .  "^    , .  >  \  ■"  .■  :rs  a:v  r 
I.    ■»>  y:v  ■** .  ,•  ."v,  .^'..v.x-.-    t    «    '«»'.  :  ■  :!'':• 

,v.      V.-.    :.  v.'x  i   ,','      .*        :■    y-  -.4.    ••■ 

^  i.x     i.\  .*.  y.  t i    ..    ..       x.i.  -  ., 

V  .r.*   .1 .    ."  K  1    ■         *       * ;       •..«..■      r 

,'\>-         ^  ■        .•'».>»■>»     ^'  '.-     ^        *       '^ 

.V.  •         ■  V-  ^v     \  •  ■         ■■  .1        .-■.■■.■ 


will  favourably  consider  the  proposal  to 
reduce  the  rate  of  postage  between  this 
country  and  France  to  Id.  per  half-ounce, 
as  an  experiment,  durins  the  six  months 
which  the  Anglo-French  Exhibition  will 
be  ojsen  this  year;  and  whether  he  is 
aware  that  the  French  authorities  are 
favourably  inclined  to  this  proposal,  and 
that  the  extension  of  postal  and  telegraphic 
facilities  with  foreign  peoples  will  promote 
good  feeling  among  the  nations  and 
greatly  benefit  trade. 

'  Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON:  I  have 
received  no  communication  from  the 
French  Government  in  regard  to  the 
question,  nor  am  I  aware  what  may  be 
tbeir  views  in  the  matter.  I  do  not  see 
how  the  proposal  made  by  my  hon.  friend 
is  feasible,  nor  that  it  would  oonatitute 
any  real  or  useful  teat  of  the  advantages 
or  otherwise  of  penny  postage  between 
France  and  England. 

Ms.  riRIE  i  Aberdeen,  N.) :  Is  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  aware  that  the 
French  postal  authorities  in  reply  to  a 
deputation  f  n>m  the  chambers  of  commerce 
have  expressed  themselvee  in  favour  of  a 
!vduc::on  of  rhe  rates  ! 

Mk.  SYDNEY  BUXTOX:  I  have 
rwvivcd  ::o  c^^mmunicauoa  from  the 
Frer^ch  Goverameat  on  the  sabjeci,  but 
.^:  .vurse  Any  coaiaiunicauoa  that  may 
.v:ue  »:'.!  rvcxfive  d-.2e  consideranoD. 


rh«  Xau^Mal  GaXlerT— I 
acmuKi  Fin. 

V,.    HVNT    ShrvxKhire.  Lodlow) :    I 

■?^w:    :       jLst    :ie    FItk    Commiiaioner 

^V;,-"is     *i«h«r     any    oompetitive 

ic':^:^   >jL  :   '«c   n^bie   f>jr  the  parpoee 

.*:     jLs.r:7:A:T.-^    viictt    w:i»    the    beat 

*  jc*j;       c     ir*  rs*»C2<     coBStmccion 

',-     ;>j     Na:«.c.i:  jAallicy    extension; 

i  v.  ^ :  ;  r :r  >i.«srs  2  aw.w  Jt  Compuiy 

*>•;    ..•/-^:  V  Txj^  ^rmpiKzriTe  tests 

:/  -    -  >s;;cii    *^pc:55C  ^ie  nemforced 

•'.".  A'-.'   \-  -^-r^:^  Sfgvx::  ^:w  proposed. 

'•':   :  >;>:  o:-vy:s5?:oxER  of 

;y.  \>     V-     rlCxO.cxT.   Laanshxre. 

:"  »^       »■         T':^*     /»S.">«  :c  Wjcfe  dors 

-"•.•  7t?c.-;         r<?a»     sac    fire- 

"'.'s>'    '^    ••iT>^  -".>  ■:.»  i?.        VTe   AT*  ^QXte 

^  .•  .        »     :     ,  v'^  ^^^^  •'*    ^  ***^ 
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to  arrange  with  that  committee  to  test 
their  methods. 


Kirkborton  Church  Schools. 
Mr.  CLOUGH  (Yorkshire,  W.R., 
Skipton) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  President 
of  the  Hoard  of  Education  whether 
be  is  aware  that  the  managers  of 
the  Church  school  at  Kirkburton  pro- 
pose to  appoint  a  Nonconformist  assistant 
teacher  in  order  to  give  Nonconformist 
religious  teaching;  and  whetber  he  will 
procure  for  the  information  of  the  House 
a  copy  of  the  syllabus  for  that  Noncon- 
formist religious  teaching  and  a  list  of 
the  tests  that  they  propose  to  apply  so 
as  to  ascertain  whether  or  not  that  teacher 
believes  in  such  instruction. 

The  PARLIA.MENTARY  SECRE- 
TARY TO  THE  BOARD  OF  EDUCATION 
(Mr.  Lough,  Islington,  W.) :  I  under- 
stand that  the  promoters  of  the  new 
voluntary  school  at  Kirkburton  propose 
to  provide  facilities  for  those  children 
whose  parents  do  not  desire  them  to 
receive  denominational  instruction,  but 
my  right  hon.  friend  thinks  it  would  be 
premature  to  endeavour  to  obtain  the 
information  desired  at  this  stage  of  the 
proceedings. 

Boyal  London  Friendly  Society. 
Mr.  CLOUGH :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secre- 
tary to  the  Treasury  whether  the  Regis- 
trar-General of  Friendly  Societies  is  aware 
that  the  Royal  London  Friendly  Society 
is  about  to  take  a  poll  upon  the  ques- 
tion of  its  conversion  into  a  mutual 
insurance  company  on  10th  April,  1908 ; 
whether  he  is  aware  that  the  effect 
of  the  con  vers  on  of  the  Britannic  Friendly 
Society  and  the  Wesleyan  Refuge  General 
Friendly  Society  has  been  to  depreciate 
the  value  of  the  collectors'  booKs  from 
twenty-five  times  to  five  times,  and  to 
ni7,  respectively  :  and  what  steps,  if  any, 
the  Registrar-General  is  taking  to  prevent 
similar  depreciation  befalling  the 
collectors'  books  of  the  Royal  London 
Friendly  Society  in  the  event  of  its 
becoming  converted  into  a  mutual  insur- 
ance company. 

The  FINANCIAL  SECRETARY  to 
THE  TREASURY  (Mr.  Runciman, 
Dewsbury) :  The  Chief  Registrar  of 
Friendly  Societies  informs  me  that  he  is 
not  aware  that  the  Royal  London  Friendly 


Society  is  about  to  take  the  steps 
mentioned  in  the  first  part  of  the  Question. 
Bis  jurisdiction  does  not  arise  until  a 
meeting  has  been  held  and  resolutions 
have  been  properly  passed  at  such  meeting 
and  transmitted  to  him  for  registry  under 
the  Friendly  Societies  Act.  With  regard 
bo  the  latter  part  of  the  Question,  the 
Chief  Registrar  has  no  knowledge  what- 
ever. He  has  nothing  to  do  with 
collectors'  books  or  their  value. 

Boy  Clerks. 
Mr.  watt  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary 
bo  the  Treasury  whether,  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  service  marks  are  given  by  the  Civil 
Service  Commissioners  to  boy  clerks  in  com- 
pensation for  the  difficulties  under  which 
their  studies  are  carried  on,  he  will  arrange 
to  give  service  marks  to  boys  of  Glasgow 
and  other  large  towns  who  can  show  equal 
difficulties  in  the  way  of  carrying  on 
their  studies,  owing  to  the  demands  of 
their  employers  on  them. 

Mr.  RUNCIMAN:  No  sir;  I  think 
the  course  proposed  by  my  hon.  friend  is 
open  to  several  objections  which  render 
it  quite  impracticable. 

Mr.  watt  :  Does  the  hon.  Gentleman 
I  seriously  hold  that  boys  in  Government 
I  employment  are  more  hardly  worked  than 
boys  outside  1 

Mr.  runciman  :  No  sir;  but, it  is 
quite  impossible  to  apply  the  same  regula- 
tion to  boys  in  private  employment  and 
to  those  ia  Government  offices. 

Stirling  Crown  Lands. 
Mr.  MORTON:  I  beg  to  ask  tie 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury  whether  any 
decision  has  yet  been  arrived  at  with 
regard  to  the  application  f«»r  ten  five-acre 
small  holdingf.  on  the  Crown  lands  at 
Stirling,  adjoining  Stirling  Castle. 

Mr.  RUNCIMAN:  I  must  refer  my 
hon.  friend  to  the  Answer  which  I  gave 
yesterday  to  a  Question  on  the  same 
subject  by  my  hon.  friend  the  Member 
for  Stirlingshire. 

Tolsta  and  Ness  Boad. 
Mr.  WEIR  (Ross  and  Cromarty) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  for  Scotland 
whether  he  has  received  a  copy  of  a  reso- 
lution passed  at  a  recent  meeting  at  Ness, 
Stomoway,  Island  of  Lewis,  representing 
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Landless  Cottars  Raid  in  Barra. 

Mr.  weir  :  I  b6g  to  a^k  the  Secre- 
tary for  Scotland  whether  he  has  any 
information  to  the  effect  that  the  wives, 
sisters,  and  daughters  of  thirty-five  land- 
less cottars  have  taken  forcible  possession 
of  that  part  of  the  farm  of  Ealigarry  in 
Barra,  kr»own  as  Vaselin,  the  property  of 
Messrs.  William  and  Murdock  MKjrilli- 
vray;  and  will  he  state  whether  the 
Grovernment  propose  to  take  any  steps  to 
secure  land  for  tne  landless  cottars  in  the 
Highlands  and  Islands  of  Scotland. 

Mr.  SINCLAIR :  For  the  reply  to  the 
first  part  of  my  hon.  friend's  Question,  I 
beg  to  refer  him  to  the  reply  given  to 
the  Question  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
North-west  Lanark.  The  Government 
are  fully  alive  to  the  desirability  of 
improving  the  position  of  the  landless 
cottars  in  the  Highlands  and  Islands  of 
Scotland. 

Illegal  Trawling  oif  the  Scottish  Ck>ast. 
Mr.  weir  :  I  beff  to  ask  the  Secre- 
tary for  Scotland  whether  he  is  aware 
that  the  line-fishing  industry  around  the 
coast  of  Scotland  is  being  ruined  through 
the  action  of  illegal  trawlers,  many  of 
which  fly  the  Norwegian  flag;  and, 
seeing  that  the  State  of  Norway  was  not 
party  to  the  North  Sea  Fisheries  Con- 
vention of  1882,  will  the  Fishery  Board 
for  Scotland  consider  the  expediency  of 
framing  a  bye-law  under  Section  10  of 
The  Sea  Fisheries  Regulation  (Scotland) 
Act,  1895,  prohibiting  vessels  flying  the 
Norwegian  flag  from  fishing  in  either 
the  Minch  or  Moray  Firth. 

Mr.  SINCLAIR  :  I  am  well  aware  of 
the  conflict  of  interest  to  which  my  hon. 
friend  alludes,  but  the  remedy  which  he 
suggests  does  not  seem  to  offer  a  practic- 
able solution  of  the  difficulty. 

Mr.  WEIR :  Are  not  these  trawlers 
really  sea  robbers,  and  will  not  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  look  at  this  matter  and 
frame  a  bye-law  1 

Mr.  SINCLAIR:  That  does  notarise 
out  of  the  Question. 

-  Major  ANSTRUTHER-GRAY  :  Can 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  suggest  no 
remedy  whatever  ? 


Mr.  SINCLAIR:  We  are  endeavour- 
ing to  find  and  employ  such  remedies  as 
are  possible. 

Mr.  a.  WILLIAMSON:  Do  not 
most  of  these  so-called  foreign  trawlers 
hail  from  Grimsby  ] 

Mr.  SINCLAIR:  That  is  so. 

Mr.  weir  :  Are  they  not  registered 
in  Norway,  and  do  they  not  sail  under 
the  Norwegian  flag  ? 

Mr.  SINCLAIR:  Yes,  I  believe  that 
is  the  case  with  this  particular  class  of 
trawlers. 

Mr.  MORTON:  Is  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  aware  that  these  trawlers  are 
ruining  the  fishermen  and  their  families 
all  round  the  Moray  Firth  1 

Mr.  SINCLAIR :  That  is  rather  a 
controversial  question. 

Scottish  Fishery  Bills. 
Mr.  WEIR:  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secre- 
tary for  Scotland,  seeing  that  he  haa 
decided  to  block  the  Trawlers'  Certifi- 
cates Suspension  Bill  and  the  Sea 
Fisheries  Regulation  (Scotland)  Bill,  will 
he  state  whether  it  is  his  intention  to 
block  all  Bills  brought  in  by  Scottish 
Members  and  thus  prevent  necessary 
reforms  for  the  welfare  of  the  people  of 
Scotland. 

Mr.  SINCLAIR :  No,  Sir. 

Mr.  xMENZIES  (Unarkshire,  S.)r 
Upon  what  principle  has  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  blocked  private  Members^ 
Bills  relating  to  Scotland  1 

m 

Mr.  SINCLAIR:  If  the  hon.  Member 
will  put  down  a  Question  I  will  give  him 
an  answer. 

Mr.  weir  :  Is  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man aware  that  the  Trawlers*  Certificates 
Suspension  Bill  was  drafted  by  the  present 
Secretary  for  War  when  he  was  in 
Opposition  1 

Mr.  SINCLAIR:  I  have  nothing  to 
add  to  my  Answer. 

Mr.  weir  :  Why  is  the  ri^ht  hon. 
Gentleman  proposing  to  block  these  two 
Bills  ? 
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Mr.  SINCLAIR  :  I  have  already  fully  | 
answered  that  Question. 

I 
Penalties  for  Ulegal  Trawling.  , 

Mr.  MORTON :  I    beg    to    ask    the  | 
Secretary  for  Scotland  whether    he    is ' 
aware  that  the  sheriff,  in  giving  judgment ' 
against     a     trawler     at     Campbeltown,  ; 
Argyllshire,  last  summer,  stated  that  the  \ 
penalties  should  be  increased  so  as  to 
compel  those  law  breakers  to  obey  the 
law  as  to  illegal  trawling ;  whether  he  is  . 
also  aware  that  the  sheritt*  stated  there 
should  be  faster  police  boats ;  under  those 
circumstances,  what  steps  does  he  propose 
to  take  to  strengthen  the  law  in  accord- 
ance with  the  view  of  the  sheriff ;  and 
will  he  assist  to  pass  the  Sea  Fisheries  i 
Regulation    (Scotland)    Bill    instead    of  - 
opposing  it. 

Mr.  SINCLAIR :  I  have  no  informa- 
tion other  than  that  furnished  by  my  ' 
hon.  friend  on  the  matters  referred  to  in 
the  earlier  part  of  my  hon.  friend's  Ques- 
tion. With  regard  to  the  Sea  Fisheries 
Regulation  Bill  I  can  add  nothing  to  my 
reply  of  19th  instant. 

Mr.  MORTON:  Has  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  seen  the  judgment  of  the 
sheriff  of  Campbeltown  1 

Mr.  SINCLAIR  :  Yes,  Sir. 

Mr.  YOUNGER  :  Is  it  not  possible  to 
make  closer  inquiry  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  the  fines  now  inflicted  are  found  not 
to  be  deterrent  in  the  least  degree. 

Mr.  SINCLAIR :  If  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man will  put  down  a  sj)ecific  Question  I 
shall  be  happy  to  make  inquiry. 

% 

Scottish  School  Gardens. 
Mu.  (iULLAND:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  for  Scotland  if  he  can  Siiy  how 
many  school  ganlens  exist  in  Scotland  : 
and  what  sto\)s,  if  any,  he  intends  to 
take  U)  bring  prominently  before  school 
boards  the  now  provisions  of  the  Code  on 
this  subject. 

Mr.  SINCLAIR  :  Though  the  Depart- 
ment have  reason  to  believe  that  such 
school  gardens  are  not  uncommon,  they 
have  no  statistics  bearing  on  the  point. 
A  copy  of  the  Code  has,  in  accordance 
with  Article  34  thereof,  to  be  provided 


for  every  school,  and  the  alteratiouB  for 
the  year  are  printed  separately  in  an 
appendix.  The  matter,  tnerefore,  cannot 
very  well  escape  the  attention  of  school 
boards^  but  the  Department  are  in  con- 
sultation with  the  governors  of  the  agricul- 
tural colleges  as  to  the  best  means  of 
organising  satisfactory  instruction  in  this 
subject  in  their  several  districts. 

Union  Jack  and  Irish  Schools. 
Captain  CRAIG :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  whether  there  is  any  legal  or 
departmental  order  prohibiting  the 
flying  of  the  Union  Jack  over  national 
schools  in  Ireland  where  a  general  desire 
among  the  parents  and  children  to  do  so 
is  expressed,  and  where  the  manager 
raises  no  objf  ction. 

The  chief  SECRETARY  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Birrkll,  Bristol,  N.): 
I  am  informed  that  in  1888  a  case  was 
brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Commis- 
sioners of  National  Education,  in  which 
the  Union  Jack  was  exhibited  in  a 
national  school,  and  the  then  Commis- 
sioners decided  that  they  could  not 
sanction  the  exhibition  of  flags  of  any 
description  in  national  schools.  I  am  not 
aware  of  any  more  recent  decision  of  the 
Commissioners,  but  I  understand  that  the 
question  was  to  be  CDnsidered  by  the 
Commissioners  at  their  meeting  to-day. 

Captain  CRAIG:  Will  the  Chief 
Secretary  say  whether,  in  view  of  the 
generally  expressed  desire  in  the  North 
of  Ireland,  he  will  ask  the  Commissioners 
of  Education  in  Ireland  if  they  will  not 
reverse  their  decision  and  allow  the 
national  flag  to  be  flown  on  national 
schools  where  the  managers,  parents,  and 
children  are  all  agreed  f 

Mr.  DELANY  (Queen's  Coun^v,  0^- 
sory) :  What  is  the  national  nag  of 
Ireland  ] 

Mr.  BIRRELL  :  I  have  no  evidence 
before  me  of  such  desirable  unaoimity  of 
opinion    as   would   make  sach  a  thing 

desirable. 

Captain  CRAIG :  Will  the  rig)it  hon. 
Gentleman  answer  the  Question  on  the 
Paper  as  to  whether  there  ia  any  legd 

objection  ] 
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Mr.  BIRRELL  :  There  is  a  rule  of  the 
Commissioners  that  no  emblems  or 
symbols  of  a  political  nature — [Loud 
Opposition  cries  of  "  Oh ! "]  The  hon. 
Member  asked  me  whether  the  Commis- 
sioners had  any  rules  on  the  subject.  The 
only  rule  I  can  find  bearing  on  the  sub- 
ject is  of  the  character  I  was  endeavour- 
ing to  read  to  the  House.  Of  course,  if 
hon.  Gentlemen  do  not  wish  to  hear  it,  I 
am  perfectly  satisfied  to  hold  my  tongue. 
It  is  provided  in  the  rules  that  no  emblems 
or  symbols  of  a  political  nature  may  be 
exhibited  in  the  school  or  affixed  to  the 
exterior  of  the  building,  and  in  the  case 
of  a  school  which  was  before  the  Com- 
missioners in  1888,  it  was  decided  not  to 
exhibit  a  flag  on  the  school. 

Captain  CRAIG  :  May  I  ask  whether 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  considers  the 
Union  Jack  of  England  a  political  flag  1 

Mr.  BIRRELL  :  The  Union  Jack  of 
England  represents  a  political  transaction, 
and  in  that  sense  it  has  a  political  mean- 
ing, of  which  none  of  us,  I  hope,  have 
any  reason  to  be  ashamed. 

Mr.  R.  DUNCAN  (Lanarkshire, 
Govan) :  Has  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
any  precedent  for  calling  it  the  Union 
Jack  of  England  ? 


Mr.   BIRRELL; 
apologies. 


I   offer  a  thousand 


Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  (Clare, 
K) :  Will  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  bear 
in  mind  that  the  Union  Jack  is  constantly 
used  on  placards  and  cards  and  otherwise 
in  a  party  sense  by  Unionists  ? 

Mr.  J.  MACVEAGH  (Down,  S.) : 
And  the  King  had  to  stop  it  at  the  last 
general  election. 

[No  Answer  was  returned.] 

Case  of  Michael  (HSney  at  the  Moont- 
mellick  Sessions. 

Mr.  DELANY  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whether  his  attention  has  been 
called  to  the  proceedings  of  the  Mount- 
mellick  petty  sessions,  held  on  the  9th 
instant,  in  which  a  man  named  Michael 
Qaffney  was  charged  by  Acting-Sergeant 
Byrne  with  being  drunk  while  in  charge 
of  a  horse  and  cart  on  the  6th  March; 


whether  he  is  aware  that  the  acting- 
sergeant  arrested  Gaffney,  notwith- 
standing the  protests  of  several 
respectable  residents  of  Mountmellick, 
ana  placed  him  in  the  barrack  guard-room, 
and  that  the  dispensary  doctor,  who  was 
called  in  by  his  solicitor  within  half  an 
hour  after  his  arrest,  declared  Gaflhey 
perfectly  sober,  who  was  then  taken 
before  a  magistrate  and  discharged,  but 
was  subsequently  summoned  by  Byrne, 
who  swore  at  the  trial  that  the  man  was 
drunk  and  incapable  on  the  occasion 
named,  and  insinuated  in  cross-examina- 
tion that  the  five  respectable  witnesses 
who  proved  the  contrary,  amongst  them 
the  doctor,  were  also  under  the  influence 
of  drink  on  the  6th  instant ;  and  whether 
seeing  that  the  bench  of  six  magistrates 
including  the  resident  magistrate,  dis- 
missed the  case  upon  its  merits,  he  will 
say  what  course  he  proposes  taking  with 
regard  to  this  policeman. 

Mr.  BIRRELL:  In  this  case  there 
was  a  conflict  of  evidence  between  the 
police  witnesses  and  the  witnesses  for 
the  defence.  Acting-sergeant  Byrne  and 
three  constables  gave  evidence  that  the 
defendant  was,  when  arrested,  drunk  and 
incapable  of  taking  charge  of  his  horse 
arid  cart,  while  four  witnesses  called  by 
the  defendant  gave  evidence  that  he  was 
not  drunk,  and  Dr.  O'Brien  who  was 
called  in  nearly  an  hour  after  the  arrest 
swore  that  he  was  then  perfectly  sober 
and  could  not  have  been  drunk  when 
arrested.  The  magistrates  dismissed  the 
case.  It  would  therefore  appear  that  the 
acting  sergeant  and  the  other  policemen 
made  a  mistake,  but  in  the  Inspector 
General's  opinion  there  is  nothing  to  show 
that  they  acted  otherwise  than  in  good 
faith.  The  matter  will  receive  the 
attention  of  the  Inspector  General. 

liarshall  Estate,  Kerry. 

Mr.  THOMAS  O'DONNELU  (Kerrv, 
W.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary 
to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether 
he  is  aware  that  in  the  case  of  the 
Marshall  estate,  county  Kerry,  requests 
for  purchase  under  Section  6  of  the  Act 
of  1903  were  signed  by  the  tenants  in 
June  1904,  and  that  the  estate  was  in- 
spected and  valued  nearly  twelve  months 
ago ;  and  whether,  seeing  that  nearly  four 
years  have  elapsed  since  negotiations 
were  begun,  and  that  considerable  incon- 
venience is  caused  by  the  delay,  steps  will 
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farms  on  his  Kilfinane  estate  ;  has  a  Mr. 
Howard,  an  inspector  of  the  Estates  Com- 
missioners, at  the  request  of  the  town 
tenants,  come  down  to  report  on  the  pro- 
priety or  feasibility  of  safe  and  purchase 
as    between  Colonel  Gaacoigne  and  the 


be  taken  to  have  the  sale  completed  in  the 
near  future. 

Mr.  BIRRELL  :  The  Estates  Com  mis 
sioners  inform   me   that  the  originating 

request  under  Section  6  in  this  case  was  _ 

lodged  in  June  1905.  The  estate  was  '  town  tenants,  and,  if  so,  with  what  result; 
inspected  during  the  latter  half  of  last  \  can  the  Estates  Commissioners  see  their 
year  and  the  Commissioners  hope  to  make  I  way  to  carry  out  the  sale  to  the  town 
a  formal  offer  for  purchase  at  an  early  '  tenants ;  and,  in  their  interest  and  for 
date.  The  case  is  being  dealt  with  in  its  |  stability  of  the  sale,  and  the  better  to 
proper  order,  regard  being  had  to  the  j  secure  the  repayment  of  instalments  of 
priority  of  other  cases  in  which  proceed- 1  purchase  money,  will  the  Commissionere 
ings  were  commenced  at  an  earlier  date.  |  negotiate  for  buying  a  large  untenanted 

farm  outlying  the  town  to  >e  divided 


Kilfinane  Evicted  Tenants. 
Mr.  LUNDON  (Limerick,  E.):  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if  he  is  aware  that 
on  the  2nd  of  March,  1908,  two  tenants 
on  the  town  property  of  Colonel  Gascoigne, 


among  them  in  lots  as  it  may  be  deemed 
advisable. 

Mr.   BIRRELL  :  Proceedings  for  the 
sale  of  the  rural  portion  of  this  estate 

^.^^^^^j^^^ p._,    have  been  instituted  before  the  Estates 

in  Kilfinane,  were  evicted ;  can  he  say '  Commissioners,  who  have  also  received 
whether  the  landlord's  representatives  '  an  application  from  the  town  tenants  that 
attended  on  the  occasion,  or  did  the  police  !  their  holdings  should  be  included  in  the 
take  part  in  breaking  the  doors ;  and  if  j  sale.  The  inspector  has  been  inspecting 
so,  were  they  acting  in  accordance  with  the  estate  for  the  past  few  weeks,  but 
the  constabulary  code.  '  his   report    is    not    expected    for   some 

I  time  yet.      Upon  the   receipt    of   that 
Mr.    BIRRELL:    This  was  a  case  of '  report  the  Commissioners  will  consider 
ejection  from  tenements,  and  the  warrants  ,  the  matters  referred  to  m  the  Question. 


were  addressed  lo  the  police  for  execution  . 
under  the  Act  14  and  15  Vic,  cap.  92.  The  \ 
houses  were  locked  up  and   the  tenants, 
who  were  outside,  refused  to  give  up  the  i 
keys.     The  police,  therefore,  broke  a  pane 
of  glass  in  each  house  in  order  to  effect  an 


Irish  Sab-Postmasten'  Bay. 
Mr.  O'DOWD  (Sligo,  S.) :   I  beg  to 
ask  the  Postmaster  General  whether  sub- 
postmasters  in  Ireland  are  paid  at  the 
rate  of  £1  7s.  per  month ;    that  thaie 


entrance.  In  so  doing  the  police  were  olficiajs  have  to  work  thirteen  hours  per 
acting  in  accordance  with  the  law.  Pos- 1  day,  superintend  money  order  businea, 
session  was  given  up  by  the  police  to  the  '  and  provide  at  their  own  expense  light 
landlord's  representatives.  ,  and  firing  for  their  offices ;   and,  if  80» 

whether  he  will  consider  the  qaestion  of 
Mr.  LUNDON  :  Who  gave  the  police  \  having    the    salaries    of    these    officiak 
this  order  1  increased. 


Mr.  BIRRELL  :  Under  the  Act  the 
magistrates  are  bound  to  give  the  order, 
either  to  the  police  or  to  a  special  bailiff. 
Sometimes  they  give  it  to  one  and  some- 
times to  the  other.  It  is  for  the  landlord 
to  apply  and  then  the  magistrates  make 
the  order. 

I 

Colonel  Gascoigne  and  his  Tenantry,  i 
Mr.  LUNDON:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  is  he  aware  that  for  the  past 
three  years  negotiations  for  sale  to  his 
tenants  have  been  in  progress  between 
Colonel    Gascoigne    and    those   holding 


Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON :  Support- 
masters  in  Ireland  are  paid  on  the  same 
scale  as  in  the  rest  of  the  United  Kingdom. 
The  payment  is  not  a  fixed  one,  as  ilie 
hon.  Member  appears  to  thinki  butviriea 
with  the  amount  of  bnsineas  transacted. 
The  scale  was  examined  by  the  Select 
Committee  and  they  reoommended  oertain 
changes.  I  am  a^at  to  issue  a  notieecn 
the  subject  to  sub-poetmasters. 


O'SHAUOHNESSY 
hon. 


Mr. 
W.):    Does   the  right 
intend  to  cany  ont  the< 
by  the  Select  Committee  I 


(linwriek, 
Oandanili 
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Mr,  SYDNEY  BUXTON :  I  had  an 
interview  with  representatives  of  the  sub- 

rMtmasters  the  other  day,  and  as  a  result 
hope  the  arrangement  made  for  carrying 
out  the  recommendations — with  one  or  two 
exceptions— meets  with  their  aj^roval. 

Mr.  SLOAN    (Belfast,    S.) :    Is  the  I 
right  hon.   Gentleman  aware    that    his 
promise  immediately  to  increase  the  pay 
of  the  adult  night  messengers   has  not 
been  carried  out] 

Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON :  That  hardly 
arises  out  of  this  Question. 

Secret  Service  Fond. 
Mr.  MORTON  :  I  beg  to  ask  Mr. 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  whether  he 
will  explain  why  nearlv  £13,000  was 
spent  on  secret  service  during  the  year 
1906-7  more  than  was  spent  the  previous 
year,  1905-6,  the  figures  being  1905-6 
£.35,427  and  1906-7  £18,411. 

Mr.  ASQUITH:  In  making  these 
grants  under  the  head  of  "Secret 
Service "  Parliament  expressly  waives 
its  right  to  the  explanations  to  which  it 
is  otherwise  entitled  in  respect  of  all 
grants  of  public  mr,ney,  and  to  give  such 
explanations  would  be  to  defeat  the 
object  of  the  grants. 

Savings  Bank. 
Mr.  SWIFT  MACNEILL:  I  beg 
to  ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer whether  his  attention  has 
been  called  to  tl>e  fact  that  the  Consols 
held  on  account  of  the  Post  Office 
Savings  Bank  Fund  stand  at  a  cost 
price,  on  balance,  of  £103  6s.  5d. 
per  cent.,  while  the  Consols  held 
on  account  of  the  Trust'Oe  Savings  Banks 
Fund  stand  at  a  cost  pi  ice,  on  balance,  of 
£91  3s.  6d.  per  cent.,  or  a  difference  in 
favour  of  the  Trustee  Savings  Banks  Fund 
of  £9  28.  lid.  per  cent.;  whether  as 
regards  the  purchase  of  Consols,  the  Post 
(Mce  Savings  Bank  and  the  Trustee 
Savings  Banks  are  equally  under  the 
control  of  the  Government ;  and  will  he 
explain  the  difference,  representing  on 
the  £59,072,319  Consuls  held  on  the  31st 
December,  1907,  on  account  of  the  Post 
Office  Savings  I  ank  Fund,  an  extra  cost 
of  over  £5,400,000. 

Mr.  ASQUITH  :  The  investments  on 
iftccoiint  of  the  Trustee  Savings  Banks 


Fund  began  in  1817.  The  investments 
for  the  Post  Office  Savings  Banks  Fund 
did  not  begin  till  18G1.  It  could  not  be 
expected  that  the  transactions  on  behalf 
of  the  two  funds,  extending  over  such 
different  periods,  would  yield  t^e  same 
cost  price  on  balance  for  the  Consols- 
now  held.  It  would  be  impossible 
in  answer  to  a  question  to  go- 
through  the  history  of  the  two  funds 
so  as  to  explain  how  the  difference 
of  cost  has  arisen.  But  I  may  mention 
that  in  the  period  from  1895  to  1899^ 
when  the  price  of  Consols  was  abnormally 
high,  the  purchases  for  the  Post  Office 
Banks  amounted  to  £25,000,000,  and 
those  for  the  trustee  banks  to  only 
£5,700,000.  The  investments  are  made 
for  both  funds  alike  by  the  National 
Debt  Commissioners. 

Inhabited  House  Duty. 
Mr.  H.  J.  CRAIG  (Tynemouth):  I 
beg  to  ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  whether,  in  the  case  of  build- 
ings let  partly  as  offices  and  partly  to 
residential  tenants,  he  will  consider  a 
re-adjustment  of  the  present  method  of 
assessment  to  the  Inhabited  House  Duty> 
so  as  to  allow  of  a  separate  assessment  in 
respct  of  that  portion  of  the  building 
which  is  used  residentially. 

I  beg  further  to  ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  whether  he  is  aware  thai 
the  present  method  of  assessment  to  the 
Inhabited  House  Duty  operates  so  as  arti- 
ficially to  restrict  residential  accommoda- 
tion in  central  districts  of  London  by 
preventing  the  letting  of  upper  floors  in 
large  office  blocks  to  residential  tenants  ; 
and  whether  he  will  consider  the 
advisability  of  revising  the  whole  in*- 
cidence  of  this  tax,  with  a  view  to 
increasing  its  yield  while  reducing  its 
amount  and  extending  the  field  of  its 
operation. 

Mr.  ASQUITH  :  I  may  say,  in  reply 
to  these  Questions,  that  I  am  aware  that 
cases  of  hardship  sometimes  arise  in  the 
circumstances  described,  and  the  matter 
is  one  which  shall  receive  my  careful 
consideration,  if  and  when  an  opportunity 
arises  for  dealing  with  the  amendment  of 
the  law  relating  to  Inhabited  House  Duty. 

Sugar  Duty. 
Mr.  BYLES   (Salford,  N.):    I  beg  to 
ask   Mr.   Chancellor  of    the   Exchequer 
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whether  his  attention  has  been  drawn  to 
the  estimate  of  co-operative  societies  of 
this  country  that  the  sugar  tax  has  cost 
their  customers,  who  are  almost  ex- 
clusively of  the  working  class,  no  less  a 
sum  than  £4,426,937  in  the  last  seven 
years :  and  whether,  in  his  forthcoming 
Budget,  he  will  give  full  consideration  to 
this  burden  on  the  poorer  taxpayers  of 
the  country. 
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pose,  intuitive  insight  into  practical 
conditions,  quiet  and  inflexible  courage, 
and,  above  all,  I  would  say,  tranquil 
indifference  to  praise  and  blame,  and  by 
absolute  disinterestedness.  Those  an 
the  qualities  which  we  are  proud  to 
think  our  country  breeds  in  her  sons. 
They  were  never  more  happily  mixed,  or 
more  fruitfully  employed,  than  in  the 
character  and  life  of  the  Duke  of  Deron. 
shire. 


Mr.  ASQUITH  :  I  have  received  re- 
presentations from  the  Parliamentary  I 
Committee  of  the  Cooperative  Congress  I 
to  the  effect  stated.  My  hon.  friend 
may  be  sure  that  no  aspect  of  the  matter 
will  fail  to  receive  most  careful  con- 
sideration. 


THE  LATE  DUKE  OF  DEVONSHIRE. 

The  chancellor  of  the  EX- 
CHEQUER (Mr.  AsguiTH,  Fifeshire,  E.) : 
Mr.  Speaker,  I  must  ask  the  indulgence 
of  the  House,  which  1  am  sure  will  be 
very  readily  granted,  for  I  crave  per- 
mission to  refer  for  a  moment  to  the  sad 
intelligence  which  has  reached  us  this 
morning  of  the  death  of  one  of  the  most 
distinguished  of  British  statesmen.  In 
the  Duke  of  Devonshire  we  have  lost 
almost  the  last  survivor  of  our  heroic  age. 
This  is  not  the  occiision  upon  which  it 
would  be  fiiting  to  attempt  any  survey  of 
his  long  and  eminent  career,  but  this 
House  owes,  and  I  am  sure  will  be 
anxious  at  once  to  pay,  its  own  special 
tribute  to  him.  It  is  true  that  it  is  now 
many  years  since  he  sat  upon  our  benches, 
but  we  cannot  forget  that  for  the  larger 
part  of  his  political  life  he  was  a  Member 
of  this  Assembly,  that  he  held  here  in 
succession  some  of  the  most  responsible 
offices  under  the  Crown,  and  that  for  tive 
years,  unusually  full  of  arduous  and  try- 
ing emergencies,  he  was  J^eader  of  the 
Opposition.  I  am  not  using  the  language 
ef  exaggeration  when  I  siy  that  in  the 
closing  years  of  his  life  he  commanded  in 
a  greater  degree  than  perhaps  any  other 
public  man  the  respect  and  confidence  of 
men  of  every  shade  and  section  of  opinion 
in  this  kingdom.  That  jjosition  he  won 
for  himself,  and  by  himself,  by  a  life  of 
Bingle-minded  devotion  to  duty.  There 
has  l)een  no  more  splendid  example  in 
our  time  of  service  which  can  be  lendered 
to  the  State  by  simplicity  of  nature, 
sincerity  of  conviction,  directness  of  pur- 


Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  (City  of  Ion- 
don) :  I  think  all  who  have  heard  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  will  admit 
not  only  that  he  has  done  well  to  ask  this 
House  to  join,  informally,  indeed,  bat 
none  the  less  really,  in  expressing  its  pro- 
found regret  at  the  loss  wnich  public  life 
in  this  country  has  sustained,  but  they 
will  agree  with  me  in  thinking  that  that 
tribute  to  a  great  man  departed  could  not 
have  been  proffered  in  terms  more  ex- 
quisitely or  more  fittingly  chosen,  or  that 
more  aptly  illustrated  and  expi-essed  the 
feelings  of  every  gentleman  wno  heard  it 
This  is  not  the  time  nor  is  it  the  place 
when  we  can  attempt  any  survey  of  the 

gosition  which  the  Duke  of  Devonshire 
eld  in,  and  the  effect  which  he  produced 
upon,  the  great  movements  of  ^litics 
and  parties  during  the  long  period  in 
which  he  bore  a  prominent  place  in  the 
councils  of  his  country.  I  certainly  do 
not  mean  to  touch  upon  that  theme. 
But  if,  as  all  will  admit,  his  influence 
was  great,  I  think  he  owed  it  not  merely 
to  those  abilities  with  which  he  was  so 
richly  endowed,  but  to  that  transparent 
honesty  and  simplicity  of  purpose  which 
not  only  existed  in  him  in  an  ex- 
ceptional measure,  but  was  quite 
obvious  to  every  man  with  whom  he 
came  in  personal  contact,  to  eveir 
audience  which  he  addressed,  and  which, 
when  it  is  real  and  plain  is  one  of 
the  most  potent  factors  in  public  influence. 
I  think  of  all  the  great  statesmen  I  have 
known  the  Duke  of  Devonshire  was  the 
most  persuasive  speaker;  and  he  was 
persuasive  because  he  never  attempted 
to  conceal  the  strength  of  the  case  against 
him.  As  I  put  that,  it  might  be  regarded 
as  a  rhetorical  art,  but  as  a  rhetorical  art 
it  would  have  been  wholly  ineffective. 
In  the  Duke  of  Devonshire  it  was  efiiB^ 
tive  because  he  brought  before  the  pnblie 
in  absolutely  clear,  transparent,  and  un- 
mistakable terms  the  very  argumenta  he 
had  been  going  through   patiently  and 
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honestly  before  he  arrived  at  his  conclu 
sioiis.     He   had  seen  all   the  ditficultiee 
which  he  ultimately  had  to  pursue.     He 
knew  as   we  all   know,  that   there  are 
arguments,    real   and  strong  argument^^ 
to  be  urged  on  both  sides  of  almost  ever? 
practical  Question  that  has  to  be  decided. 
What  made  the  Duke  of  Devonshire  per 
suasive  to  friends  and  foes  alike  was  that 
when    he    came    before    the    House    of 
Commons  or  any  other  Assembly,  he  told 
them   the   processes   through   which  his 
own  mind  had  gone  in  arriving  at  the 
conclusion  at  which  he  ultimately  had 
arrived.     Every  man  felt  that  this  was 
no   rhetorical  device,   but  that  he   had 
shown  in  clear  and  unmistakable  terms 
the  very  intimate  processes  by  which  he 
had  arrived  at  the  conclusion  which  he 
then  honestly  supported  without  fear  or 
favour,  without  aread  of  criticism,  with 
out  hope  of    applause.      He    had    that 
quality  in  a  far  greater  measure  than  any 
man  I   have   ever  known  ;  and  it  gave 
him  a  dominant  position  in  any  Assembly. 
In  the  Cabinet,  in  the  House  of  Commons, 
in   the   House  of  Lords,  on  the  public 
platform,   wherever  it  was,  every   man 
said,  "  Here  is  one  addressing  as  who  has 
done  his  best  to  master  every  aspect  of 
this  question,  who  has  been  driven  by 
logic   to   arrive    at    certain    conclusions, 
and  who  is  disguising  from  us  no  argu 
ment  on  either  side  which  either  weighed 
with  him  or  moved  him  to  come  to  the 
conclusion    at     which    he    has    arrived. 
How  can  we  hope  to  have  a  more  clear- 
sight^ed  or  honest  guide  in  the  course  we 
ouyht  to  pursue?"     That  was  the  secret 
of  his  great  strength  as  an  orator.     As  a 
man  he  had  a  singular  gift.     He  had  that 
transparont  simplicity  of  character  which 
gave   him    the   power    of  arousing    and 
retaining  the  affections  of  all  those  with 
whom  he  came  into  personal  contact.     As 
to  his  public  life,  that  is  before  us.     We 
all    know  it.     Part  of  it  is  a  matter  of 
history,  part  of  it  has  come  under  our 
own  observation  ;  and  whether  we  regard 
it  as  historians,  or  look  at  it  by  the  light 
of  our  p.Tsonal  experience,  there  can  be 
but  one  verdict  on  the  great  career  now 
drawn  to  its  close— that  he  was  a  man  of 
singularly  transparent  honesty  and  public 
spirit,  and    that  in  his  death  the  whole 
public  life  of  England  has  diminished  in 
dignity  and  has  suffered  a  loss  which  it  is 
impossible  in  our  time  it  can  ever  wholly 
repair. 


INFANT  LIFE  PROTECTION. 
Report  from   the    Select    Committee, 
with     Minutes     of     Evidence     and    an 
'  Appendix,  brought  up,  and  read. 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to 
be  printed.     [No.  99.] 


SELECTION    (STANDING)    COMMITTEES. 

Sir  William  Brampton  Gurdon  re- 
ported from  the  Committee  of  Selection  ; 
That  they  had  discharged  the  following 
Members  from  Standing  Committee  A 
(in  respect  of  the  Education  (Local 
Authorities)  Bill) :  Mr.  Walter  Rea  and 
Mr.  Arthur  Dewar ;  and  had  appointed 
in  substitution  (in  respect  of  the  Eluca- 
tion  (Local  Authorities)  Bill) :  Mr.  Alfred 
Hutton  and  Mr.  Rogers. 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


NEir  BILLS. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  BILL. 
"To  amend  The  Public  Health  Act, 
1875,  and  The  Local  Government  Act, 
1888,"  presented  by  Mr.  Cooper;  sup- 
ported by  Sir  Walter  Foster,  Mr.  Bower 
man,  Mr.  Crooks,  and  Mr.  Straus ;  to  be 
read  a  second  time  upon  Wednesday 
6th  May,  and  to  be  printed.     [Bill  172.] 


EDUCATION  (CONTINUATION    SCHOOLS) 
BILL. 

Mr.  CHIOZZA  MONEY  (Paddington, 
N.) :  In  rising  to  ask  leave  to  introduce 
a  Bill  to  establish  Compulsory  Continua- 
tion Schools  in  England  and  Wales,  I 
trust  that  the  House  will  deem  the  im- 
portance of  the  subject  sufficient  excuse 
for  my  trespassing  upon  its  time  for  the 
space  of  a  few  minutes.  The  attention 
of  the  House  has  been  largely  occupied 
during  recent  years  with  one  particular 
aspect  of  the  subject  of  education,  but 
it  is  my  good  fortune  to-day,  at  least, 
aot  to  have  to  tread  the  thorny  path 
of  sectarian  controversy.  More  for- 
tunate than  my  right  hon.  friend  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Education,  I 
am  able  to  direct  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  the  real  needs  of  the  rising 
generation.  The  Bill  covers  both  urban 
and  rural  districts,  but  the  brief  moments 
[  have  at  disposal  only  enable  me  to 


1235      Education  (Continvaiion      {COMMONS}  Schools)  Bill  1236 

deal  with  the  larger  urban  side.  For  '  only  one  in  six  of  those  between  fourteen 
good  or  for  evil,  the  majority  of  our  ,  and  twenty-one  are  undergoing  any 
people  have  become  town  dwellers.  |  sort  of  systematic  education.  Even  if 
Far  more  than  in  any  other  country,  i  we  take  those  between  fourteen  and 
our  children  are  children  of  the  city.  '  eighteen  only,  it  is  clear  that  some 
Herded  together  in  great  masses,  denied  |  2,000,000  out  of  2,800,000  have  done 
the  simple  security  of  existence  which  ,  with  education  for  ever.  What  is  the 
lies  in  direct  access  to  the  soil  as  a  means  i  practical  result  1  Our  towns  are  loaded 
of  livelihood,  exposed  to  the  many  I  with  untrained  boys  and  girls  drifting 
vicissitudes  which  arise  from  roughly  |  surely  into  the  ranks  of  the  incom- 
organised  machine  production  on  a  large  i  petent.  For  a  few  brief  years  the  boys 
scale,  the  working  populations  of  our  i  And  it  easy  to  earn  money  as  van  boys, 
large  towns  stand  more  than  ever  before  |  shop  boys,  errand  boys,  lift  boys.  At 
in  need  of  training  in  the  arts  of  industry.  |  about  seventeen  or  eighteen  years  of 
Since  industry  is  to  be  their  occupation  |  age  they  find  it  difiBcolt  to  obtain  em- 
I  submit  that  we  must  see  to  it  that  they  ,  ployment.  Untndned,  unskilled,  thej 
lack  nothing  that  we  can  easily  bestow  ;  go  to  swell  the  ever-growing  ranks  of 
upon  them  of  fit  training  for  their  des- 1  the  unskilled  labourers.  It  is  in  view 
tiny.  And  only  less  important  because  1  of  these  melancholy  facts  that  I  beg  to 
the  numbers  concerned  are  smaller,  is  the  |  introduce  a  Bill  for  the  continued  edu- 
necessity  of  scientific  agricultural  train- ,  cation  and  training  of  the  young.  Witii 
ing  in  rural  districts.  What  is  the  actual  i  the  permission  of  the  House  I  will 
condition  of  the  youth  of  our  towns  ?  I  briefly  describe  the  provisions  of  the 
The  answer  is  in  too  large  a  number  of  '  measure.  In  the  first  place,  the  BiD 
cases  that  they  pass  into  the  work  of  life  ;  abolishes  all  total  or  partial  exemptions 
altogether  untrained.  After  a  few  brief ,  from  school  attendance  for  boys  and 
years  of  elementary  education  they  are  I  girls  under  fourteen  years  of  age.  It 
set  free,  at  the  most  dangerous  period  i  seems  to  me  that  it  is  an  indispensable 
of  their  lives,  at  the  beginning  of  adoles-  |  preliminary  to  compulsory  continuation 
cence,  to  become  wage-earners.  They  schools  to  see  to  it  that  fourteen  yean 
pass  into  the  seething  turmoil  of  modern  ,  shall  be  the  Tninimnm  for  school  ex- 
industry  to  play  a  game  for  wages '  emption.  Having  abolished  the  half- 
without  knowledge  of  the  rules.  In ,  timer,  and  made  attendance  at  ele- 
the  great  majority  of  cases  no  syste-  i  mentary  schools  compulsory  until  four- 
matic  education  is  received  after  thirteen  '  teen  years  of  age,  the  Bill  defines  i 
or  fourteen  years  of  age.  Perhaps  \  "  continuation  scholar "  as  a  boj 
the  House  will  forgive  me  if  1 1  between  fourteen  and  seventeen,  or  a 
endeavour  to  show  what  the  facts  of ,  girl  between  fourteen  and  sixteen  yean 
the  case  are.  At  the  last  Census  there  '  of  age.  Having  thus  defimed  the  ages 
were  in  England  and  Wales  4,600,000  |  within  which  continued  education  is  to 
youths  of  both  sexes.  How  many  of  |  be  compulsoiy»  the  Bill  aets  out  tlie 
these  continue  their  education  ?  Ac- !  duty  of  the  education  authority  in  regard 
wording  to  the  Education  Eeports  there  ]  to  continuation  schools.  The  education 
were  in  attendance  at  various  con-  <  authority  is  to  establish  olasses,  free  of 
tinuation  schools  numbers  as  follows  :;  all  fees,  **  for  the  continued  education  and 
Working  class  and  lower  middle  class  '  technical  training  of  all  continuation 
students  in  England  and  Wales  (fifteen  '  scholars  in  its  district  who  do  not  attend 
to  twenty-one  years  of  age),  1904-5  :  |  approved  day  secondary  or  day  teohnical 
technical  institutions,  2,500  ;  schools  i  schools."  As  to  the  time  of  attendance, 
of  art,  21,100;  day  technical  i-lasses,  the  Bill  provides  that  the  continuation 
780  ;^.day  art  (lasses,  2,600  ;  evening  '  schools  are  to  be  day  schools,  or,  to  be 
K'hools,  360,000  ;  higher  elementary  \  more  precise,  that  the  classes  are  not  to 
schools,  10,000;  estimate  for  middle  ^  terminate  later  than  6  o'clock  p.m.  On 
classes,  400,000 ;  total,  796,980.  Thus  this  point  as  on  others,  there  may  ad- 
some  800,000  students  between  fourteen  :  mittedly  be  diSerences  of  opinion,  bul  I 
and  twenty-one  years  of  age  are  to  be  '  submit  my  own  view  that  as  the  day 
found  in  all  England,  as  aj]jaiiist  nearly  is  the  proper  time  for  work  it  is  tk» 
5,000,000  youths  of  that  age.     Therefore  .  ])r()per  time  for    school.       The   hoo* 
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attendance     per     week   are    to   bc^ 
six,    and    it    is    within    the    discretioD 
of    the    authority    to    distribute    those 
six    hours  over  the  week,   whether  on 
two   days   or    three,    or    otherwise,    as 
may  least  disturb  the  economic  arrange- 
ments of  the  district.     With  a  view  both 
to  interesting  employers  in  the  training 
of  the  boys  and  girls  in  their  employ, 
and  with  a  view  to  making  such  arrange- 
ment as  shall  least  disturb  industry,  the 
education  authority  is  allowed  to  co-opt, 
for   the   purpose   of   the   measure,    any 
number  of  employers  not  exceeding  six. 
As  to  the  standard  of  education  and  the 
curriculum,  it  is  set  out  that  the  author- 
ity shall  provide   sufficient  places,   ap- 
paratus,   material,    books,    tools,    etc., 
as  shall  enable  every  boy  and  girl  to  be 
thoroughly  trained.     The  scheme  must 
have    the    approval    of    the    Board    of 
Education.      The     attendance     of     the 
scholars,  as  I  have  explained,  is  to  be 
compulsory,   and  both  the  parent  and 
the  employers  of  the  boy  or  girl  are 
placed   under   penalties   to  secure  such 
attendance.     The  cost   of  carrying  out 
the  provisions  of  the  Bill  is  to  be  paid 
out  of  money's  provided  by  Parliament.  , 
The   scheme    thus   broadly   outlined    is 
admittedly    drasti'^.      There     is    room, 
obviously,  for  many  differences  of  opinion 
as  t<i  details,  as  to  the  limits  of  age, 
the  hours  of  attendance  and  so  forth. 
I  shall  be  very  happy  to  consider  all 
representations  that  may  be   made  on 
such  points,  but  I  am  not  without  hope 
that  at  least  the  principle  of  the  Bill  may 
be   freely  and   widely  accepted   by   all 
parties   in   this  House.     The  Bill  as  it 
stands,  simply  seeks  to  carry  into  effect 
here  the  admirable  scheme  of  training 
which  is  actually  in  successful  operation 
at  Munich,  and  spreading  from  Munich 
to  other  parts  of  Germany.     Ahead  of 
us    in    educational    matters    for    many 
generations  Germany  is  drawing  further 
ahead.     Last  year,   when  in  Munich,  I 
had  the  opportunity  to  see  the  Munich  ^ 
Continuation  Schools  and  to  hear  from 
the   lips   of   Di.    Kerschenstciner,    their 
director,  a  description  of  their  method. 
I  was  immensely  impressed  with  their 
efficiency    and    their    practical    results. 
Admittedly  such  a  measure  is  costly,  but 
how    better    could    we    spend    national 
wealth    than    in    raising    the    standard 
of  traiiiing  of   the  gre^t    mass    of   our 
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people  ?  If  we  are  to  hold  our  own  iu 
the  increasing  intensity  of  modern  com- 
petition, if  we  are  to  be  worthy  to  con- 
tinue to  lead  a  great  Empire,  the  neces- 
sity of  increased  expenditure  is  clearly 
forced  upon  us.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  beg  to 
move. 


Motion  made  and  Question— **  That 
leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  estab- 
lish compulsory  Continuation  S  hools  in 
England  and  Wales,  and  to  amend  the 
Education  Acts,  1870  to  1902,  in  respect 
of  the  age  of  compulsory  school  atten- 
dance,"— put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr. 
Chiozza  Money,  Mr.  Alden,  Mr.  Ellis 
Davies,  Mr.  Ramsay  Macdonald,  Mr. 
Mallet,  Mr.  Masterman,  Mr.  Walker,  and 
Mr.  John  Ward. 

Bill  presented  accordingly,  and  read 
the  first  time ;  to  be  read  a  second  time 
upon  Monday  13th  April,  and  to  be 
printed.    [Bill  173.] 


LICENSING  (CONSOLIDATION)  BILL. 
♦The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 
THE  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Mr.  Glad- 
STONE,  Leeds,  W.) :  In  asking  leave  to 
introduce  this  Licensing  Consolidation 
Bill  I  desire  to  inform  the  House  that  it  is 
absolutely  a  Consolidation  Bill.  In  the 
course  of  the  consolidation  a  few  minor 
defects  in  Licensing  Law  have  been  dis- 
covered and,  according  to  precedent,  will 
be  dealt  with  in  the  Sixth  Schedule  of  the 
Licensing  Bill  itself.  This  Bill  will,  I 
think,  be  of  very  considerable  service  to 
hon.  Members  in  discussing  the  Licensing 
Bill.    I  beg  to  move. 

Motion  made  and  Question — "That 
leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  con- 
solidate the  Law  relating  to  Justices' 
Licences  for  the  sale  by  retail  of  intoxi- 
cating liquor" — ^put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr. 
Secretary  Gladstone,  Mr.  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer,  Mr.  Solicitor-General, 
and  Mr.  Herbert  Samuel. 

Bill  to  consolidate  the  Law  relating  to 
Justices' Licences  for  the  sale  by  retail  of 
intoxicating  liquor,  presented  accordingly, 
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and  read  the  first  time;  to  be  read  a 
second  time  upon  Monday  next,  and  to 
be  printed.     [Bill  174.] 


PROSECUTION  OF   OFFENCES   (AMEND- 
MENT) BILL. 

Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

The  attorney-general  (Sir  W. 
RoBSON,  South  Shields) :  I  shall  perhaps 
meet  the  convenience  of  the  House  best 
if,  instead  of  waiting  for  the  discussion,  I 
proceed  at  once  to  state  very  briefly 
the  intentions  of  this  Bill.  In  order  to 
insure  that  this  Bill  shall  not  be  dis- 
cussed at  great  length  at  this  stage,  I 
may  say  I  propose  upon  its  passing  a 
Second  Reading  to  move  that  it  be 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House.  The  object  of  the  Bill  is  to 
separate  the  office  of  Director  of  Public 
Prosecutions  from  that  of  Solicitor  to 
the  Treasury,  and  to  constitute  an  in- 
dependent office.  The  measure  is  ver}' 
urgent  owing  to  the  fact  that  the  Criminal 
Appeal  Act  will  come  into  operation 
next  month  and  under  the  operation  of 
that  Act  every  iappeal  that  reaches  a 
hearing  will  have  to  be  defended  by  the 
Director  of  Public  Prosecutions.  This 
it  is  quite  dear  will  greatly  add  to  the 
work  of  the  Director  of  Public  Prosecu-  ' 
tion8,who  is  also  Solicitor  to  the  Treasur}% 
and  will  put  a  great  accession  of  duty 
on  an  already  overburdened  official. 
Quite  apart  from  the  Criminal  Appeal 
Act,  it  has  been  obvious  not  only  to  my 
predecessors  ami  myself,  but  to  the  . 
Treasury,  that  some  relief  must  be  given 
to  the  Solicitor  to  the  Treasury  in  the 
administrati')U  of  criminal  law.  The 
House  will  scarcely  appreciate  how 
manifold  are  the  duties  of  this  officer. 
The  Solicitor  to  the  Treasury'  is  also 
the  chief  responsible  active  solicitor  for 
the  H>mo  Office,  the  War  Office,  the 
A<lmiralty,  the  Office  of  Works,  and  the 
Education  Department.  Ho  has  to  act 
in  any  litigation  that  may  arise  in  con- 
nection with  the  subordinate  offices  of 
the  Treasury,  such  as  the  Stationery 
Office  and  the  British  Museum,  and  he 
also  acts  with  the  Solicitor-General  in 
matters  of  the  administration  of  charities,  ; 
which  is  a  very  heavy  and  complicatetl  ^ 
branch  of  the  public  service.  Besides 
that  he  is  tho  King's  Proctor,  and  it  is 


his  duty  to  intervene  as  such  in  divorce 
cases  where   it    is    necessary    in   order 
to  prevent  abuse  of   the    Divorce  Laii. 
His  duties  have  also  lately  been  increased 
by  his  having  to  del^l  with  questions  of 
international   law.     Ajs     King^s    Proctor 
he  is  a  member  of  a  committee  of  tlie 
Hague  Conference  and    as  such  has  to 
preside    over    other    committees.     The 
result  of  all  this  is   that    in    his  work 
in  the   administration    of    the  criminal 
law  he  runs  the  risk  of   being   overbur- 
dened beyond  endurance  on  the  coming  in 
of  the  Criminal  Appeal  Act.     It  is  im- 
possible   that    he    can    go  beyond  the 
act  of  suparvision  in  the  great  bulk  of 
his  various  offices.     But  his  supervision 
must    be     real.      He     has    to    under- 
stand the  issues  that  are  to  be  tried; 
he  has  to  be  ready  to  advise  upon  the 
step  3  to  be  taken ;    and  he  must,  above 
all,  take  care  that  prosecutions  are  not 
brought  unless  there  is  good  reason  to 
believe  he   will  obtain   a    verdict.    Of 
course  he   delegates  some  of  his  work, 
but  delegation  may  be  carried  to    such 
a  point  that  e£Eective  supervision  becomes 
impossible.    It  is  to  avoid  that  danger 
that  the  Government  now  ask  the  House 
to   pass   this   Bill.    Its   provisions  are 
very    simple.       It     provides     for    the 
appointment  of    a   Director   of    Public 
Prosecutions  by  the  Secretary  of  State, 
and     stipulates     that     he     shall     have 
such  Assistant  Directors  of  Public  Prose- 
cutions as  are  found  to  be  necessary. 
The     remuneration     of      the     Director 
and    his     assistants    is    to     be     fiied 
by     the      Treasury,     and      paid     out 
of     monies    provided     by     Padiameut. 
The  Director  of  Public  Prosecutions  is 
to  be  a  barrister  or  solicitor  of  not  less 
than  twenty  years  standing,  whilst  his 
assistants  must  be  barristers  or  solicitors 
of  not  less  than  seven  years  standing. 
I  beg  to  move. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
''That  the  Biil  be  no?r  read  a  second 
time."— (Stf  W.  Robson.) 

♦Mr.  COCHRANE.  (Ayrshire,  N.) :  As 
a  simple  layman  I  hesitate  to  ofier  any 
remarks  at  all  on  a  Bill  of  this  character, 
especially  when  the  object  of  it  is  to  set 
up  a  new  and  expensive  office  to  be  SUed 
by'members  of  the  legal  profession.  But 
I     rise    for    [thp     purpose     of    getting 


-.^^  -jjl 


1241      Prosemtion  of  Offences      {24  March  1908}  {AmendmerU)  Bill.        1242 


official  information  from  the  hon.  and  I 
learned  Gentleman.  I  wish  to  know  why 
it  is  this  Bill  becomes  necessary.  This 
Bill  re-enacts  the  Act  of  1879  which  was 
superseded.  That  Act  separated  these 
offices,  bit  in  the  year  1883  it  appeared 
that  the  coatinued  separation  of  these 
two  offices  was  costly  and  not  efficient, 
and  a  strong  Co.nmittee  was  ap- 
pointed to  inquire  and  report.  They 
acquired  a  greater  knowledge  than  I 
possess  of  the  subject,  and  I  call  the 
attention  of  the  hon.  Gentleman  to  their 
remarks.  The  Committee  was  composed 
of  Sir  William  Harcourt,  Sir  Henry  James, 
Lord  Herschell,  Lord  Randolph  Churchill, 
Sir  John  Gorst,  Sir  Henry  Fowler,  and 
others.  We  have  among  them,  there- 
fore, the  distinguished  legal  authority 
of  Lord  James  of  Hereford  and  Lord 
Herschell.  They  recommended  that  the 
system  introduced  in  1879  should  be 
departed  from,  and  that  the  offices  of  the 
Director  of  Public  Prosecutions  and  of 
the  Solicitor  to  the  Treasury  should  be 
once  more  united.  They  did  so  on  the 
groimd  of  practical  convenience  and  the 
saving  of  expense.  They  pointed  out 
that  the  Director  of  Public  Prosecutions 
with  a  salary  of  £2,000  a  year  was  abso- 
lutely unnecessary ;  that  he  had  also 
six  assistants  to  help  him  to  do  his  work  ; 
and  that  it  would  be  much  better  to 
employ  the  services  of  the  Solicitor  to 
the  Treasury  which  were  immediately 
available.     They  said— 

"  We  are  of  opinion  that  the  existing  system 
— which  in  its  conception  was  necessarily  of  a 
tentative  character — requires  modification  and 
development.  At  present  the  Director  of 
Public  Prosecutions  is  consulted  and  deter- 
mines upon  prosecutions,  but  takes  no  practical 
part  in  their  conduct — a  duty  which  is  re- 
mitted ly  him  to  the  Solicitor  to  the  Treasury.'* 

I  presume  the  Solicitor  to  the  Treasury 
will  still  have  to  be  consulted  on  the 
question  of  prosecutions — that  he  will 
still  have  to  come  in.  The  Report 
proceeds — 

"  By  the  light  of  experience  since  gained,  it 
appears  to  us  that  it  would  conduce  both  to 
efticiency  and  economy  if  the  duty  of  deciding 
in  which  causes  the  State  should  undertake 
the  prosecution  were  united  in  the  same  de- 
partment as  that  upon  which  is  devolved  the 
duty  of  practically  conducting  the  prosecution 
when  determined  on.  We  have  accordingly 
considered  to  which  of  the  two  existing  de- 
partments the  combined  duties  might  be  most 
conveniently  assigned.     If  they  were  to  be  en- 
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trusted  to  the  separate  office  of  the  Director  of 
Public  Prosecutions,  as  at  present  constituted^ 
it  would  be  necessary  to  create  a  new  and 
expensive  staff  competent  to  conduct  all  the 
criminal  prosecutions  of  th3  State.'* 

They  went  on  to  say  that  it 
was  true  the  staff  of  the  Solicitor 
to  the  Treasury  was  available,  and 
could  be  used  for  the  purpose, 
but  that  they  did  not  see  their 
way  to  an  arrangement  for  dividing  the 
two  offices  without  a  considerable  waste 
of  administrative  power.  The  Report 
continues — 

"  We  have,  therefore,  come  to  the  conclusion 
that  the  better  plan  will  be  to  unite  the  two 
branches  of  the  work  under  the  control  of  the 
Treasury  Solicitor.  If  this  recommendation 
is  adopted  there  will  no  longer  remain  any 
duties  for  the  Director  of  Public  Prosecutions 
or  his  assistant  to  discharge  ;  and  the  two  offices 
could  be  forthwith  merged  and  consolidated 
by  appointing  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury  to 
the  Office  of  Director  of  Public  Prosecutions.** 

These  are  questions  to  which  I  -wish"  to 
direct  the  attention  of  the  Solicitor- 
General,  in  order  that  he  may  explain,  in 
view  of  this  Report,  signed  with  these 
names,  why  it  is  necessary  to  depart  from 
the  Act  of  1884,  which  resulted  from  those 
recommendations,  and  revert  to  the  Act 
of  1879.  The  cost  of  the  office  after 
1879  was  only  £2,000  ;  I  have  no  doubt, 
if  you  again  separate  the  offices,  that 
in  the  present  day  the  cost  would 
be  £4,000.  The  Attorney-General  spoke 
slightingly  of  delegation,  but  imder 
Section  5  of  the  Bill  there  is  a 
rather  sweeping  power  of  delegating  to 
the  Assistant  Director  of  Public  Prosecu- 
tions those  powers  of  the  Director  of 
Public  Prosecutions  which  he  is 
authorised  to  exercise  by  or  in  pursuance 
of  any  Act  of  Parliament.  The  Assistant 
Director  may  do  anything  his  Director 
may  do.  In  the  case  of  the  Director  of 
Public  Prosecutions  he  has  to  have  ten 
years  legal  standing  ;  in  the  case  of  the 
Assistant  Director  he  is  only  to  have 
seven  years  standing,  yet  he  is  to  carry 
out  exactly  the  same  work  as  the  Director 
of  Public  Prosecutions.  There  seems  to 
be  room  for  explanation  there.  The  main 
question  is  why  it  is  thought  necessary  to 
repeal  the  Act  of  1884,  based  on  that 
Report  to  which  I  have  referred,  and  re- 
vert to  the  Act  of  1879,  which  the 
Committee  condemned  because  it  was 
inefficient  and  expensive. 
2  U 
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Sir  F.  BANBURY  (City  of  London) 
said  that  the  Attorney- Greneral  had  sup- 
plied the  answers  which  his  hon.  friend  had 
asked  for.  He  understood  that  there  would 
be  a  great  amount  of  work  thrown  on  the 
Treasury  by  the  new  Criminal  Appeal 
Court,  and  that  it  was  necessary  to 
separate  the  two  offices.  The  Attorney- 
General  had  not  alluded  to  this  Report, 
but  he  presumed  that  with  his  great 
knowledge  he  was  aware  of  it.  The  hon. 
and  learned  Grentleman  assented  to  that ; 
but  he  must  say,  after  listening  to  his 
hon.  friend's  very  clear  exposition  of 
the  Report,  that  it  struck  him  as 
affording  ^ery  go  d  ground  fir  oppos- 
ing the  Bill.  The  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  had  told  them  that  the 
amount  of  w^ork  which  would  be  thrown 
upon  the  Solicitor-General  by  the  Court 
of  Criminal  Appeal  Act  would  be  very 
great. 

The  SOLICITOR-GENERAL  (Sir 
S.\MUEL  Evans,  Glamorganshire,  Mid.) : 
It  will  be  enormous. 

•  Sir  F.  BANBURY  did  not  see  why  they 
should  not  wait  for  a  year  to  see.  He 
supposed  that  if  they  wait  for  a  year 
they  would  then  know  what  steps  to 
take.  As  economy  was  the  order  of  the 
day,  it  would  be  better  to  wait 
for  a  year  to  see  what  was  going  to 
take  place  under  the  Criminal  Court  of 
Appeal  measure,  before  they  went  in 
absolute  opposition  to  a  Report  signed 
by  such  eminent  men,  and  set  up  another 
ar.d  extremely  expensive  offi'  e.  As 
he  understood,  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  was  going  to  take  away 
from  the  Solicitor  to  the  Treasury 
not  only  the  new  work  which  would 
arise  under  the  Court  of  Criminal 
Appeal  Act,  but  all  the  work  which  he 
did  now  in  connection  with  public  prosecu- 
tions. If  that  gentleman  had  been  able 
to  carry  out  public  prosecutions  satis- 
factorily up  to  the  present  time — he  was 
not  sure  that  they  had  always  been 
ciiried  out  satisfactorily — he  did  not 
see  why  the  work  should  be  taken  from 
him.  Why  not  take  away  from  him 
only  the  new  work  in  connection 
with  the  Court  of  Criminal  Appeal  ? 
It  was  evident  from  what  the 
Solicitor-General  said,  that  the  Director 
of  Public  Prosecutions  would  have  plenty 


to  doj  and,  if  they  limited  his  work  to 
that  which  arose  from  the  Court  of 
Criminal  Appeal,  they  would  not  be 
obliged  to  appoint  an  Assistant-Director. 
All  upon  those  benches  desired  economy, 
and  they  would  do  all  they  could 
to  carry  out  the  Government  work 
with  as  little  expenditure  of  public 
money  as  possible.  Under  these  cin^um- 
stances  he  thought  his  suggestion  ought 
to  be  carried  out,  and  that  they  should 
limit  the  work  of  the  new  official  to  the 
Court  of  Criminal  Appeal,  at  any  rate 
for  a  time.  It  would  be  perfectly  easy 
to  extend  it  afterwards  if  found  necessary. 
There  was  one  thing  which  always  puzzled 
him  when  he  looked  upon  the  work 
of  hon.  and  right  hon.  Gentlemen  oppo- 
site. It  always  involved  the  creation  of  a 
new  post  for  somebody.  Not  a  single 
Bill  they  brought  in  but  created  a  post 
for  someone.  He  believed  that  was^a 
very  bad  thing  to  do,  because  if  there 
was  afterwards  any  demand  to  reduce 
expenditure  it  was  always  met  with 
indignation  by  the  people  who  received 
the  salaries.  The  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  was  an  exceedingly  able 
debater,  and  he  had  listened  with  a  good 
deal  of  curiosity  to  hear  what  he  would 
say  about  some  of  the  salaries  to 
be  paid  to  these  gentlemen,  and  what 
he  estimated  the  total  cost  of  the  Depart- 
ment would  be.  But  he  had  not  said 
a  single  word  about  it,  except  that 
the  money  would  be  paid  by  Parliament. 
Of  that  they  were  all  aware,  it  was 
about  the  only  place  where  they  could  get 
money  at  the  present  moment;  but  if 
they  went  on  in  that  way  even  Parlia- 
ment would  have  no  money  to  give. 
Before  they  consented  to  ttie  Second 
Reading  of  the  Bill  he  asked  for  some 
assurance  from  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  that  he  would  limit  its 
expenses  as  mu  h  as  possible,  and 
that  for  the  time  being  he  would 
limit  the  duties  of  the  new  official, 
the  object  of  course  being  that 
they  should  not  appoint  Assistant 
Directors.  According  to  the  Bill,  not 
only  was  there  to  be  a  Director  of  Public 
Prosecutions,  but  assistants,  though 
there  was  nothing  to  show  how  many 
or  how  few.  The  assurance  asked 
for,  that  the  work  would  be  limited 
the      way     he      suggested,      was 
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great  firm  worked  at  first  in  a 
small  way  and  waited  to  see  how  the 
business  was  going  before  they  extended 
it.  He  hoped  the  hon.  and  learned 
■Gentleman  would  give  them  that  assur- 
ance. He  hoped  he  would  tell  them  what 
the  salaries  of  the  Director  and  his 
assistants  were  to  be,  what  the  total 
•cost  would  be,  and  what  answer  he 
had  to  give  to  the  Report  read  by  his 
hon.  friend.  If  these  questions  were 
satisfactorily  answered,  no  doubt  they 
would  be  very  pleased  to  assent  to  the 
Second  Reading. 

Mr.  CLAUDE  HAY  (Shoreditch,  Hox- 
ton)  said  it  was  very  much  to  be  regretted 
that  this  Government  continued  the  bad 
habit  of  previous  Grovernments,  drawn 
from  both  sides  of  the  House,  of  hurrying 
legislation,  and  of  saying  that  the  Bill 
must  be  passed  at  once,  the  arrangements 
being  such  that  they  could  not  be  carried 
out  unless  a  new  post  was  created.  Not 
only  did  this  Government  "pose  as  the 
friends  of  economy  but  as  the  friends  of 
social  reform,  and  he  felt  very  strongly 
that  before  they  authorised  any' further 
amomit  to  be  drawn  from  the  Treasury 
for  legal  appointments  the  interests  of 
social  reform  should  be  met.  His  hon. 
friends  had  emphasised  the  fact  that  the 
Attorney-Greneral  in  his  speech  had  not 
given  the  slightest  indication  as  to 
whether  the  provisions  of  the  Bill  would 
result  in  a  demand  for  £1,000  or  £10,000 
a  year  on  the  Exchequer,  nor  had  they 
any  notion  how  many  appointments  were 
to  be  made.  Everything  was  left  to  the 
Treasury,  and  as  far  as  he  could  sec,  once 
the  Bill  became  law  the  House  of 
Commons  would  lose  all  control  over  these 
legal  officials.  Ever  since  this  Parlia- 
ment had  existed,  the  Treasury  Vote  had 
never  once  come  up  for  discussion,  so 
that  once  the  Treasury  got  hold  of  the 
power  to  spend  the  money  the  House  of 
Commons  had  lost  all  power  of  criticism 
or  effective  control.  It  was  becoming  a 
scandal,  because  the  essence  of  the 
financial  system  had  been  each  year  that 
the  House  of  Commons  should  criticise 
and  control  and  direct  the  expenditure 
of  the  various  public  offices.  He  would 
be  the  last  to  grudge  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  who  now  adorned  the  offices 
of  Attorney-General  and  Solicitor-Greneral 
the  salaries  which  they  enjoyed ;  he  could 


not  but  think,  however,  that  if  they 
practised  the  economy  which  they  em- 
phasised so  strongly  on  public  platforms, 
and  had  regard  <j  to  the  votes  which 
perhaps  they  themselves  might  have 
given  when  sitting  on  that  side  of  the 
House,  they  would  agree  that  some  of  the 
salaries  necessary  under  this  Bill  should  be 
taken  from  the  fees  and  salaries  which  they 
enjoyed  for  their  respective  offices.  He 
remembered  in  the  last  Parliament  a 
heated  debate  and  a  division  on  the 
salaries  of  the  Solicitor  and  Attorney- 
General.  He  had  not  had  time  to 
look  up  the  records,  but  he  would  not 
be  surprised  if  the  present  occupants 
of  those  offices  both  voted  for  the 
reduction  of  the  salaries.  He  hoped 
they  would  take  the  proceedings  of 
Parliament  into  account  in  that  respect, 
and  that  this  occasion  would  be  seized 
to  review  the  salaries  of  all  the  legal  gentle- 
men connected  with  the  Treasury.  He 
quite  agreed  with  the  hon.  Member 
for  the  City  of  London,  that  unless 
they  could  at  this  stage  get  full 
information  as  to  the  cost  the  Bill 
would  involve  it  would  be  proper  in 
the  interests  of  economy,  and  having 
regard  to  the  pledges  which  had  been 
given  by  Gentlemen  on  both  sides  of  the 
House,  that  they  should  not  agree  to  the 
Bill. 

Viscount  HELMSLEY  (Yorkshire, 
W.R,,  Thirsk)  said  it  was  surely  rather 
unusual  in  bringing  in  a  Bill  of  this  sort 
not  to  state  exactly  what  the  salaries  were 
to  be.  In  the  case  of  the  Scottish  Land 
Bill  the  salaries  of  the  new  offices  were 
stated,  and  surely  that  was  far  more  for 
the  convenience  of  the  House  in  such 
circumstances,  especially  when  there  were 
Reports  which  showed  that  the  parti(  ular 
office  in  question  had  been  abolished  very 
largely  because  of  the  charges  which  it 
imposed.  At  the  time  of  that  Report 
the  services  which  it  was  now  proposed 
to  set  up  again  imposed  a  charge  of 
about  £6,000  a  year  on  the  Exchequer, 
and  the  Report  said  that  the  Committee 
were  convinced  that  that  amount  could  be 
very  materially  reduced  by  the  consoli- 
dation of  the  Departments.  That  would 
certainly  lead  him  to  vote  against  the 
Bill  unless  they  had  a  satisfactory  ex- 
planation. Why  was  it  necessary  to  set 
up    a    separate    Department?      If    the 
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Treasury  work  was  as  great  as  it 
was  alleged  to  be  it  might  have  been  met 
by  the  subsection  which  said  that 
extra  assistance  could  be  provided.  He 
would  have  thought  there  might  have 
been  far  greater  economy  in  appointing 
one  or  more  assistants  as  might  be  neces- 
sary, keeping  the  matter  xmder  the 
control  of  the  Solicitor  to  the  Treasury, 
as  head  of  the  whole  Department,  than 
in  setting  up  a  new  Department  which 
was  boxmd  to  involve  additional  expense 
beyond  the  salary  of  its  chief  official. 
If  they  had  a  satisfactory  explana- 
tion of  these  points  he  would  be 
prepared  not  to  go  into  the  division 
lobby  against  the  Government,  but 
pending  that  explanation  he  agreed  that 
the  position  was  unsatisfactory. 

Mr.  AKERS-DOUGLAS  (Kent,  St. 
Augustine's) :  I  do  not  want  to  prolong 
the  debate,  but  I  want  to  ask  one  or 
two  questions  of  one  or  other  of  the 
learned  Gentlemen  opposite-  I  am 
afraid  I  do  not  entirely  share  the  views 
of  my  colleagues  on  these  benches 
with  regard  to  the  necessity  for  this 
Bill.  I  look  upon  it  as  a  necessary 
corollary  of  the  Bill  passed  last  year  for 
the  setting  up  of  a  Court  of  Criminal  Ap- 
peal. Whether  or  not  the  A(  t  will  entail 
very  great  expense  is  another  question.  I 
ventured  to  express  the  opinion  last  year 
when  that  Bill  was  being  considered  that 
the  work  under  it  would  be  enormous,  and 
I  thought  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  rather 
belittled  the  amount  of  work  in  order  that 
they  might  not  incur  the  charge  of  having 
recklessly  gone  into  increased  expenditure. 
But  I  remember  perfectly  well,  on  the 
Second  Reading  of  the  Bill  last  year  point 
ing  out  the  very  large  number  of  cases 
which  I  thought  would  be  raised  imder 
the  Bill,  and  how  nearly  every  criminal, 
especially  the  habitual  criminal,  the 
hardened  offender,  would  take  his  chance 
of  having  a  lighter  sentence  or  having 
his  case  reversed.  Therefore,  I  thought 
there  would  be  a  large  amount  of  business 
and  consequently  a  very  considerable  ex- 
penditure. The  House  passed  that  Bill  last 
year;  it  was  a  very  important  Bill, 
devolving  very  important  duties  upon 
the  Public  Prosecutor,  and  therefore, 
although  I  was  not  entirely  in  favour 
of  all  the  clauses  of  that  Bill,  I  think 
that,    ha\4ng    got    it,    in    the   interests 
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of  the  country  it  ought  to  be  carried 
out  as  well  as  it  possibly  can  be.  There- 
fore, it  may  be  necessary  for  the  Govern- 
ment to  get  an  extremely  efficient  man 
to  act  as  Public  Prosecutor.  In  passing, 
may  I  express  a  hope  that  the  present 
Solicitor  to  the  Treasury,  one  of  the 
very  best  public  servants  of  the  State, 
though  I  believe  his  time  is  getting 
rather  short,  may  be  able  to  start  the 
proceedings  under  this  measure,  because 
there  is  in  the  country  no  man  of  greater 
experience  than  Lord  Desart,  and  no 
man  who  could  start  the  new  machinery 
more  efficiently  or  know  more  about  the 
work.  The  Attorney- General  in  giving  a 
clear  explanation  of  the  Bill  explained  how 
the  Department  of  Solicitor  to  the  Treasuiy 
was  to  be  divided  into  two  separate 
Departments,  and  he  expressed  the  opinion 
with  which  I  entirely  agree,  that  it  is 
necessary  to  preserve  the  position  of 
King's  Proctor.  It  might  have  been 
my  own  stupidity,  but  I  did  not  gather 
whether  the  King's  Proctor  was  to  be 
in  the  new  Public  Prosecutor's  Depart- 
ment, or  to  remain  in  the  office  of  the 
Solicitor  to  the  Treasury.  Perhaps  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentlemen  will  tell  me 
that.  At  all  events  I  am  quite  clear, 
both  from  my  experience  at  the  Home 
Office  and  from  my  somewhat  longer 
experience  at  the  Treasury,  that  it  is 
really  impossible  to  load  the  Solicitor 
to  the  Treasury,  without  further  assis- 
tance, with  any  more  work  in  con- 
nection with  the  Court  of  Criminal 
Appeal.  The  Department  has  been 
extremely  hard  worked  for  a  long  time, 
and  it  will  be  necessary  to  increase  its 
stafE  unless  you  take  some  steps  such  as 
you  are  taking  in  this  BUI.  So  that, 
although  I  know  the  Bill  will  increase  the 
expenditure,  you  cannot  complain  of  that 
so  much  to-day  as  you  could  last  year.  It 
was  in  giving  assent  to  the  Act  of  last 
year  that  we  pledged  ourselves  to  in- 
creased expenditure.  To  me  it  matters 
little  whether  it  is  spent  in  increasing 
the  staff  of  the  present  Solieitor  to  the 
Treasury  or  whether  yon  eomUne  the 
two  offices  and  divide  the  amomit  of 
money  necessary  under  two  separate  1 
heads.  At  all  events  I  do  not  think  it 
will  make  much  di  ?  to  the  amoimt 
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up  the  exceedingly  difficult  and  im- 
portant work  involved.  I  hope  the  Solici- 
tor-General will  assure  me  on  the  two 
points  I  have  put  before  him.  I  will  not 
trouble  the  House  further  on  this  stage  of 
the  Bill,  though  there  are  two  or  three 
questions  I  wish  to  raise  at  greater 
length  when  we  come  to  the  Committee 
stage. 

The  solicitor-general  (Sir 
Samuel  Evans,  Glamorganshire,  Mid.), 
who  was  indistinctly  heard  in  the  gallery, 
was  understood  to  say  that  anybody 
who  had  had  experience  of  Lord  Desart 
would  re-echo  the  words  kindly  spoken 
of  him  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman. 
He  was  a  most  excellent  public  servant, 
and  it  would  be  a  great  loss  to  the  State 
when  it  \va^  no  longer  able  to  avail  itself 
of  his  services.  The  chief  dividing  line 
between  the  two  officers  would  be  that  the 
civil  work  would  belong  to  the  Treasury 
Solicitor,  and  the  Criminal  Department 
would  be  vested  in  the  new  office. 
He  remembered  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  prophesied  last  year 
that  the  work  under  the  Criminal  Appeal 
Bill  would  be  very  large  indeed,  and  he 
agreed  that  it  would  be  enormous.  That 
necessitated  that  thev  should  have  a 
fresh  Department  to  deal  with  the  fresh 
work.  Everybody  who  was  in  favour 
of  the  Criminal  Appeal  Bill  had  spoken 
very  strongly  last  year  against  the 
possibility  of  any  delay  in  the  working  of 
its  provisions.  It  was  of  the  ut- 
most importance  that  people  who 
had  a  right  to  appeal  to  the  law  as 
it  now  stood  should  have  the  right  to  go 
to  trial  as  early  as  possible.  For  that 
purpose  it  would  be  well  to  arrange  now 
for  the  setting  up  of  machinery  under  the 
supervision  and  control  of  one  man  who 
would  have  the  responsibility,  so  that 
when  the  Act  came  into  force,  as  it  would 
do  on  18th  April  next,  they  would  have 
it  in  order  and  there  would  be  no  delay. 
Reference  had  been  made  to  the  Report  of 
1884.  It  was  quite  true  that  the  Report 
was  made  and  was  vouched  for  by  the 
very  eminent  legal  names  to  which  the 
hon.  Member  for  North  Ayrshire  I 
referred,  but  he  had  only  one  ai  ^er 
to  make.  It  at  that  i  >rt  a 
made  twenty  y    n  i     1        e 
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great  deal  happened  in  twenty-four  years, 
and  the  work  of  the  Treasury  Solicitor 
had  enormously  increased  in  connection 
with  the  Admiralty,  the  War  Office,  and 
every   Department   of   the    State.     Na 
public  servant  had  much  harder  work 
than  the  man  at  the  head  of  this  branch ; 
and  now,  with  the  enormous  work  which 
would    devolve    upon    him    under    the 
Criminal  Appeal  Bill,  it  was  absolutely 
necessary  to  make  some  provision  of  this 
kind.    He    would   only   say   one    word 
further  with  regard  to   the  question  of 
expense.     First  of  all,  in  answer  to  the 
noble  Lord  who  had   cited  an  instance 
where  the  salaries  were  stated  in  the  Bill, 
that  measure  was  one  in  which  Special 
Commissioners   were   appointed  by   the 
Act  of  Parliament  itself.     In  this  case 
they  were  merely  creating  new  public 
servants    and    their    salaries    would    be 
ascertained    by    the    Treasury.     It    ap- 
peared to  him  that  the  proper  time  for 
discussing  that  would  be  upon  the  Reso- 
lution which  they  must  have  before  going 
into  Committee  on  the  Bill.     One  thing 
that  was  certain  was  that  if  there  was  a 
desire  for  economy  exhibited  on  the  other 
side  they  would  have   assistance  from 
hon.  Members  on  the  Goverineit  side, 
and  between  the   watch-dogs   on  both 
sides  of  the  House  and  the  watch -dogs 
of  the  Treasury,  he  felt  pretty  sure  the 
salaries  of  these  gentlemen  would  not 
be  excessive. 

♦Mr.  STUART  WORTLEY  (Sheffield, 
Hallam)  said  it  was  no  answer  for  the 
Attorney-General  to  tell  them  that 
opportunities  would  arise  for  discussing 
this  question  on  some  other  stage.  He 
refused  to  believe  that  no  kind  of  esti- 
mate had  been  formed  of  the  probable 
expense  of  the  measure.  They  all  knew 
how  extremely  visionary  the  opportunities 
of  discussing  money  R^solitiois  were. 
Why  was  there  sush  an  unwillingness  to 
produce  the  estimate  of  the  probable  cost  ? 
That  was  the  one  thing  which  the  House 
was  entitled  to  know  before  they  were 
asked  to  read  the  Bill  a  second  time. 
The  discussions  in  Committee  of  Supply 
of  the  Vote  for  the  Director  of  Public 
Prosecutions  were  not  very  easy,  because 
they  had  on  the  one  hand  to  guard 
against  anything  like  a  re -trying  of  the 
cases,  and  on  the  other  hand  against 
ing  that  in  taking  up  or  not 
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from  the  outset.  This  measure  is  not 
the  development  of  th.e  political  ideas  of 
one  party,  but  the  gradual  development 
of  a  quickened  sense  on  the  part  of  the 
community  at  large  of  the  duty  it  o\^e3 
to  the  children.  Many  high-minded  men 
and  women,  and  many  philanthropic 
societies,  have  been  working  upon  this 
subject,  and  of  recent  years  one  is  glad 
to  note  a  large  development  of  scientific 
knowledge.  All  these  facts,  together 
with  two  notable  things  which  have 
recently  occurred,  namely,  the  Report  of 
the  Committee  on  Ihysical  Training 
and  the  Report  of  the  Commission^,  on 
Physical  Deterioration,  have  made  out  the 
case  for  this  Bill  from  no  political  point 
of  view,  but  rather  as  a  gathering  together 
of  the  General  sentiments  of  the  country. 
Consolidation  under  this  Bill  has  been 
carried  out  on  the  usual  lines,  and  the 
Ciovemment  hope  that  the  effect  of  that 
consolidation  will  be  found  to  be  useful 
to  all  local  authorities  in  the  administra- 
tion of  the  Act.  There  are  one  or  two 
I  points  to  which  I    desire    to    call    the 


taking  up  particular  prosecutions  he 
had  been  actuated  by  corrupt  or  scarcely 
loss  worthy  motives.  He  did  not  see 
why  the  valuable  protection  afforded 
by  Section  6  of  the  Act  of  1879  wac 
Iwing  ropoalod  in  the  present  Bill. 

Kahl  WINTERTON  (Sussex,  Hor- 
t»hum)  80  id  it  was  not  at  all  clear  that  the 
question  of  those  salaries  could  be 
n^forrod  to  on  the  Financial  Resolution. 
The  House  would  lemembor  that  on  the 
ronsideration  of  the  Scottish  Land  Bill 
i1  was  hold  that  tho  Land  Courts  and 
thoir  ofliciala  could  not  be  discussed. 
Tho  Committoo  stage  of  the  Bill  might 
lo  taken  in  the  small  hours  of  the  moni- 
\v\v  some  time  in  July,  and  it  would  bo 
mvv\\  more  convenient  to  have  the 
matter  discussed  now.  They  ought  to  be 
given  some  information  as  :o  the  number 
of  those  oflicors  and  thoir  salaries. 

Question  put.  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  nwd  a  second  time. 

I  attention  of  the  House,  not  referring  to 
Bill   iMmmitteil    to    a    Committee   of    the  consolidation  part  but  to  the  new 
tho  \Yholo  House   for   Thursday. — ^.l/r.    clauses. 

I  wish  to  make  one  or  two  brief  observa- 
tions with  regard  to  those  provisions  of  the 
Bill  which  deal  with  the  protection  of 
infant  life.  One  new  provision  occurs  in 
Clause  3.  If  hon.  Slembers  at  their 
leisure  will  peruse  Section  3,  they  will 
r.r.vi  very  important  provision  in  the 
sTiituto  with  reference  to  the  subject 
of  places  where  children  are  housed. 
H.thorro.  this  business  of  baby  farming 
r:*.s  bter.  carried  on  with  insufficient 
.'::: or.: :».>:;  fTv»n;  the  State,  but  there  is 
vr.v'>io::    ur.der    Section    3    applicable 
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treatment  that  baby-farmer  is  dis- 
qualified for  ever  from  the  possibility  of 
carrying  on  a  business  of  that  kind. 
Then  there  are  provisions  dealing  with 
the  very  serious  cases  of  children  who 
are  burned  or  injured  through  being  left 
in  rooms  with  open  fireplaces  and  the 
cases  where  children  have  lost  their 
lives  through  overlying  by  the  parent 
or  the  guardian.  In  those  cases  where  it 
is  established  that  any  person  in  charge 
of  a  child  so  farmed  has  been  guilty 
of  any  of  these  offences  such  person 
shall  be  disqualified  from  carrying  on 
the  business  of  child- farming.  I  think 
that  the  House  will  agree  that  in  the 
interest  of  the  State  itself  an  emphatic 
provision  of  that  kind  in  this  Bill 
is  certainly  well  warranted  by  the 
facts  of  the  case.  There  is  a  provision 
in  Section  5  which  says  that  if  these 
persons  have  been  found  guilty  of 
negligence,  cruelty,  or  drunkenness,  or 
if  they  have  been  found  in  a  condition 
of  inebriety  in  such  a  way  as  to  be 
marked  down  in  their  reports,  it  will 
have  the  further  effect  of  disqualifying 
these  people  from  carrying  on  the 
business  of  the  bringing  up  of  children. 
That  is  so  far  as  regards  the  protection 


There  are  a  series  of  provisions,  from 
13  to  15,  which  are,  I  admit,  somewhat 
novel,  and  those  have  reference  to  the 
prevention  of  cruelty.  It  is  right  that 
we  should  call  attention  to  these,  because 
imdoubtedly  they  are  new  provisions. 
There  is  one  provision  in  Section  13, 
which  substantially  is  this:  If  a  child 
loses  its  life  in  consequence  of  being  left 
in  a  room  with  an  open  grate,  an  offence 
is  committed  against  that  section,  so  that, 
although  it  appears  at  first  a  strong 
interference  with  the  liberty  of  the 
subject,  there  may  be  a  guarantee 
in  future  that  all  children  shall  have  the 
protection  of  protected  fires  in  the  room 
in  which  they  are  left  by  the  parent 
or  guardians  for  the  time  being.  These 
things  seem,  on  the  bold  black  type  of  the 
Bill,  somewhat  strong  orders,  but  there 
are  records  in  r^ard  to  these  matters  of  the 
tEUitft  >i  Ml  m.l:  ohaiacter.  My  ooUei 
ftmn  Sr^jiljnd     ""  "       tl       •      ir 

thfT  tithtT  city, 
caae  occurrei 
iosuMft  what  t 


the  large  tenements  in  the  Lawnmarket, 
Edinburgh,  a  part  called  Milne's  Court, 
there  was  a  poor  woman,  Mrs.  Denholm, 
who  had  three  children.  She  left  them 
there  in  the  attic  of  a  six  storey  building. 
To  keep  company  with  these  children  a 
Mrs.  Brown  left  an  infant  of  three  years  of 
age.  They  went  off  to  visit  Leith.  There  is 
no  record  whether  this  was  a  right  visit 
or  a  wrong  one.  No  doubt  there  is 
nothing  to  suggest  that  it  was  anything 
but  in  the  ordinary  course  of  their  life. 
But  shortly  after  they  left,  this  attic 
room  was  discovered  to  be  on  fire,  and 
what  happened  was  this.  It  was  broken 
into  and  one  of  these  little  children  was 
found  dead,  another  was  brought  out 
from  the  room  in  a  dying  condition  and 
carried  to  the  infirmary,  but  it  expired 
before  it  reached  there.  A  third  child, 
after  great  exertion,  was  discovered  in 
the  burning  bed,  and  finally  the  fourth 
child  was  discovered  while  they  were 
raking  out  the  embers  of  the  almost 
extinguished  fire.  The  corpse  was  found 
among  the  debris  of  the  conflagration. 
That  is  a  case  for  which  there  is  no  pro- 
vision under  the  ordinary  law,  apart 
from  the  case  of  manslaughter,  or,  as 
we  call  it  in  Scotland,  culpable  homicide. 
Cases  like  that  would  fall  under  this 
clause  to  which  we  hope  the  House  will 
address  itself  with  emphasis  and  not 
with  undue  criticism  as  to  interference 
with  the  liberty  of  the  subject.  Here 
is  a  case  in  which  four  little  children  are 
left  in  a  house  apparently  without  pro- 
tection and  really  in  great  danger.  There 
was  an  open  fire  almost  in  their  midst, 
they  began  to  play,  no  doubt,  with  the 
embers  in  the  grate,  and  the  result  was 
that  in  a  few  hours  the  four  infants  lost 
their  lives.  I  think  it  is  not  too  much 
to  put  on  the  humblest  in  the  community 
the  care  of  infants,  who,  as  I  have  said, 
are  citizens  of  the  State,  obligations  such 
as  will  prevent  lamentable  accidents  of 
that  kind.  I  will  only  on  this  head  say  in 
conclusion  that  the  statistics  in  regard 
to  it  are  of  the  most  overwhelming 
character.  I  understand  that  in  one 
year  no  fewer  than  1,600  infant  deaths 
arose  from  this  cause.  I  trust  that  I 
have  made  clear  to  the  House  that  this 
I  provision  is  well  worthy  of  support. 
T  «  is  a  provision  with  reference  to 
5  subject  of  infants'  overlying  by  the 
>ther  or  the  woman  sleeping  with  them. 
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In  that  cam  vAm  the  figures  are  of  an  |  There  is  a  part  of  the  Bill  which  may 
appallinf^  character.  The  House  will :  cause  probably  a  little  trouble.  That  is  the 
hardly  b(».liev(5  that  in  London  alone  in  a  '  portion  beginning  with  Section  37,  as  to 
single  year  l,(KX)  deaths  have  arisen  from  I  juvenile  smoking.  I  confess  that  when 
that  cauH(^  That  is  an  alarming  statistic  j  I  read  these  clauses  myself  I  did  think 
a!id  we  think  it  well  warrants  Clause  14 
of  the  Bill. 


Ah  to  (llause  15  I  feel  bound 
to  say  that  I  do  not  think  it  requires 
arg\nnent.  if  any  person  having  the 
c\iHtody,  charge  or  care  of  a  girl  between 
the  ages  of  seven  and  sixteen,  allows  a 
girl  to  wside  in  a  brothel,  from  that 
moment  an  offence  shall  be  held  to  have 
been  committed,  because  it  is  a  social 
moral  and  legal  offence.  It  is  equivalent 
in  the  legal  degree  to  cruelty  of  the  most 
hateful  kind.  We  provide  in  the  Bill  the 
power  of  inspection,  not  only  of  homes, 
which  is  all-im|M)rtant,  but  of  the  institu- 
tions in  which  there  may  be  a  combina- 
tion of  the  agencies  workmg  in  the 
intert^st    of    children.      That     provision 


'  they  were  going  somewhat  far,  and  I 
daresay  that  anyone  who  has  not  gone 
fully  into  the  records  will  come  at  once 
to  that  opinion.  I  found  it  to  be  my 
duty  to  go  fully  into  the  question,  and  I 
must  say  that  the  investigations  con- 
ducted by  the  authority  of  Parlianaent 
on  this  subject  are  of  rather  a  serious 
kind.  As  this  matter  may  be  the  sub- 
ject of  much  discussion,  will  the  House 
permit  me  to  refer  to  the  Report  of  the 
Inter-Departmental  Committee  on  Physi- 
cal Deterioration  ?  In  that  Report  these 
sentences  occur,  and  this  is  really  the 
substantial  foundation  for  these  pro- 
visions in  the  Bill — 

"  There  appear  to  be  two  ways  of  dealing 
with  the  matter  which  might  be  of  good  effect 
and  could  be  made  the  subject  of  a  very  simple 


Huwthat  the  gini^niors  of  these  institu- !  'V^  ?^  Parliament:   (1)  To  proMbit  the  wle 
.••         lilt  _A-  xr  I  of  tobacco  and  ciirarettes  to  children  below  a 

turns  shall  have  a  certaim  amount  of  sur-    ^^^^^.^  ^^     ^^  f^^  witnesses  were  agreed  in 

\1MllaniH>  on    the   question   of   mspection.  advot-ating    this    step,    but    there    was    some 

Thort^  are  in  n*ganl   to   the  prt)t^ction  of  difference  of  opinion  as  to  the  age  which  should 

the  lives  of  childnMU  wrsons  who,  apart  »f   ^lected^    The   Committee   think    that   it 

*  ,  i.  '  •  XT  ♦.  should   at   least    be   sixteen.     (2)  To   prohibit 

fn>m   plaiHn^,   want   supi^rvision       Not  ex-  the  sale  of  tobacco  and  cigarett«,  in  sw^^t  shops 

aotly  m  this  |H>rtlon  of  the  Bill  but  later    and  other  shoi>s  frequented  by  children." 

on,  the  n^siHMisibilitv  for    children  will    r»  4.  ^.u  • -4.««*  i>^«>^i-f 

,  ^.       1        •!    *  t       i       **        But  there  was  a  verv  important  Keport 

huslW     1  will  explain  to    ho  House    |,^^^j^^^j    Training.    Tluit    is    a    tl 


how    that    matter    stands    at    pn^sent. 


Training.    That    is    a    thing 
which  hits  us  all,  for  that  Commission 


TWn>  *;o«ld   W   !rt^v.t   d»n«.^r  of  any   ^^^^^  ^  ^..^^  ^^^'^^  ^^^  ^^  ^^. 
imv^vutumof  >yWtm^'huslWfailmg   ^^.^^^^^^^  ^^  ^^  ^  ^^j^^  ^^  concerned. 


on 
uoi 


the  Sr^»««Hl  that  he  ix^nHmaUy  had   ^^^^^  ^^^  .^nditions  from  the  pubUc  point 
thm^todo  with   heorueltv  negUvt  or   ^^^  ^..^^^  ^^^^  ^^  ^^  jT^rial  Joint 


^r\M\ji  \viuiuitt«Hi  to  the  ohildtvn  in  his 
hvMwo,  Now  the  law,  we  ho^H\  will  stop 
\u  hvaI  shy  that  It  A  man  dosorts  hi*  wife 


Imperial  point 
of  view,  a$  to  what  was  to  be  the  result 
TO   The   $TAte  itself  of  having   cWldien 


»  »       »     V  .  '  1      .u  i    bT\>usiht  up  under  habits  of  this  kind. 

And  tauwiv  ho  r,v,ist  vvusivlor  The  o.-wjo  ot    t^»    .^    »>       1    «-»         •    :         ^^^.Ji    ;« 

ThaT    RopJ    lommission    reported    m 

Those  Tomis — 


the    oh*.Idr\^r.    sv^    >!T    Ivhiud. 
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Asxyv : 


"  TobdkVx'*  smoking  before  mAtuiity  is  reached 
hA$  A  RivxT  vrejiidivriAl  e0«ct  00  pliy«ic«l  develop- 
ment. Ani  ;hw  *'vi!  and  iaereuiiiic  pnctice 
x-*r.no:   Sr  :*.v^  strvw^ly  dniiMuiced.^ 

Wo  hAw  r.v*do  this  eflort,  and  we  com- 
:v.or.vl  :t  to  the  Housie,  hoping  that  it 
\*  :V.  r,Axv  A  boi:^5oiAl  effect, 

I  tL.'*  ^^^r.;!0  Ky  a  nDMment  to  ir  Teij 
thor..y  briroh  of  tke  qiK<tkMi,  thoo^ 
>ik^  A^^  r.«  dedJinjc  whk  it  far  ike  fint 
t:^i>o.  v.Ar:>^.  ihe  nfft^fMiwfy  and  indns- 
trvAl  :!<'^)(V)i?ik  ^iwwlwi.  Iktil  hm  been 
;b^  s;KV>Kt  fit  WMilM  far  m  nriod  of 


\'.  rv/M^^^  si*<Mi\ 
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over  forty  years.  Since  1866  right  up 
to  the  present  there  has  been  a  crop  of 
legislative  effort,  sometimes  culminating 
in  statutes  and  sometimes  ndt,  on  this 
very  complicated  subject,  and  the 
House  will  understand  that  this  Bill 
links  together  the  whole  scheme  of 
reformatory  and  industnal  schools  in 
the  most  useful  manner.  I  call  par- 
ticular attention  to  one  point  which  I 
think,  though  I  am  not  sure,  is  a  new 
development,  and  that  is  the  auxiliary 
home.  At  present  it  so.netimes  happens 
that  there  is  no  accommodation  in 
an  industrial  school  for  children  who 
ought  to  be  sent  there  in  ordinary  cir- 
cumstances; in  such  cases  there  is 
power  ill  the  Bill  to  add  to  the 
local  or  national  equipment  by  way 
of  auxiliary  homes.  These  institutions 
are  annexed,  so  to  speak,  to  the 
general  scheme  of  reformatory  and  in- 
dustrial schools  in  the  country.  On  all 
these  questions  of  the  treatment  of 
children,  whether  by  imprisonment, 
penal  servitude,  reformatory  treatment, 
or  industrial  treatment,  may  I  say 
that  the  keystone  of  the  Bill  is  to  be 
found  in  Section  96,  in  which  it 
is  emphatically  and  broadly  insisted 
that  no  child  under  fourteen  years 
of  age  shall  be  subject  to  imprison- 
ment. That  is  a  strong  and  well- 
warranted  step,  and  especially  the  follow- 
ing section,  which  provides  that  no  young 
person  under  sixteen  years  of  age  shall 
be  liable  to  be  se'ntenced  to  penal  ser- 
vitude. If  the  House  would  wish  to 
see  at  one  glance  what  is  to  be 
substituted  for  the  old  hard  and  fast 
cast-iron  methods  of  treating  children, 
they  will  find  it  a  very  excellent  conspectus 
of  the  new  system  under  its  various  heads 
in  Section  98.  In  the  first  place,  it  is 
perfectly  clear  that  no  magistrate  with 
Section  98  before  him  will  ever  dream 
of  disposing  of  child  cases  in  anything 
like  the  old  harsh  system  which  is  to 
be  abolished  by  this  measure.  The 
magistrate  has  placed  before  him  a 
series  of  alternatives,  the  object  being  to 
treat  these  children  not  by  way  of  pim- 
ishing  diem — ^which  is  no  remedy — but 
with  a  vn^w  to  their  reformation. 
There     is    auf  '    d  i        the 

^ child  under  n  the 

supervision  ^ 
Buost  exc* 


the  offender  to  an  industrial  school 
or  to  a  reformatory  school  or  by  order- 
ing him  to  be  whipped.  Personally 
I  do  not  care  about  the  whipping  alterna- 
tive, but  I  do  care  a  great  deal  about 
Sub-sections  (g)  to  (;) — by  ordering  the 
offenders  to  pay  a  fine,  damages,  or 
costs,  or  by  ordering  the  parent  or 
guardians  of  the  offender  to  pay  a  fine, 
damages,  or  costs.  We  think  tie  latter 
is  a  most  commendable  provision.  It 
is  well  that  parents  or  guardians  should 
know  in  future  that  their  responsibility 
is  not  ended  when  they  send  their  children 
into  the  streets  or  leave  them  to  follow 
their  own  devices,  but  that  they  are  to 
be  subject  to  punishment  of  a  fine, 
damages,  and  costs  .at  the  order  of  the 
magistrate ;  or,  where  that  would  be 
no  good  whatever,  there  is  the  further 
provision  of  committing  the  child  to  a 
place  of  detention  instead  of  to  imprison- 
ment. A  wonderful  change  initiated  by 
this  Bill  is  the  sending  the  child  to  a 
place  of  detention  instead  of  imprison- 
ment. It  must  be  remembered  that 
the  moment  a  little  one  is  brought  into 
Court  at  present  it  is  sent  to  prison  to 
await  its  trial.  Under  the  scheme  of  the 
Bill  there  are  places  where  the  child 
is  to  be  detained  and  accommodation 
provided  for  it  in  all  cases  of  remand. 
Therefore,  the  House  will  see  that  there  is 
to  be  an  end  to  that  system  of  real 
cruelty — for  it  is  real  cruelty — of 
sending  a  child  to  gaol  and  making  it  a 
gaol-bird  even  before  trial.  All  that  is 
ended  by  this  section,  which  we  think 
the  local  authorities  will  work  well. 
Children  of  from  twelve  to  fourteen  year 
of  age  will  go  to  industrial  schools. 
As  a  Scotsman,  in  opening  this  Bill  I 
would  like  to  make  one  remark  with 
reference  to  the  case  of  what  I  call 
tramp  or  wandering  children.  The  reason 
I  make  this  observation  is  that  we  have 
the  most  beautiful  parts  of  the  United 
Kingdom,  and  probably  in  Europe,  very 
often  infested  by  this  class  of  child, 
going  about  under  the  charge  of  not 
the  regular  style  of  gipsy,  but  of  real 
wandering  vagabond  tramp  creatures. 
The  children  are  in  their  charge  ;  they 
go  from  parish  to  parish.  No  local 
authority  can  get  hold  of  them,  for 
before  a  magistrate's  order  can  be  put 
in  operation  they  are  off  to  another 
paridi,  probably  to  another  part  of  the 
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country.     What  we  have  done  is,   we 
take  possession  of  these  children  in  this 
sense ;  we  say  that  if  the  parents  or  guar- 
dians have  no  settled  home  or  if  the  parents 
or  guardians  are  unfit  to  take  care  of 
the  children,  then  the  children  are  to  be 
brought   before  a  magistrate   and  sent 
to  an  industrial  school.     We  emphati- 
cally make  it  clear  that  the  very  fact  of 
wandering    about,    not    begging    alone, 
but  of  not  being  in  a  condition  in  which 
they  would  be  compelled  to  send  their 
children  to  school  if  they  were  localised 
under  ordinary  circumstances  in  a  par- 
ticular parish  —  that  of  itself  will  bring 
them  within  the  purview  of  this  provi- 
sion.   Let  there  be  no  false  sentiment 
about  this.     With  every  admiration  for 
the  genius  of  George  Borrow,  I  think 
that  he  never  did  a  worse  service  to 
this  country  than  by  writing  "  Lavengro," 
in    which    he    praises    the    wandering 
gipsy  life   until  it  made   well-disposed 
citizens  come  to  think  that  there  was 
something    beautiful    in    it.     There    is 
nothing  of  the  kind.     There  is  nothing 
but      squalor,     and     sometimes     very 
little  else  than  immorality  in  the  life 
to  which  these  children  are  brought  up.   It 
is  high  time  that  these  children  should 
be    rescued   from    squalor   and   shame. 
I     once     discussed     this     point     with 
a      gillie     in      the      Highlands      who 
put    the    whole    thing    in  a     nutshell. 
The  gillie    used  the   illustration  of   the 
rabbit  warren,  and  said  :   "  If  we  would 
only  seize  hold  of  the   young  ones  the 
old  stock  would  soon  die  out,  and  so 
we   would    save   these    young   people." 
The  gillie  agreed  that  the  young  vagrants 
were  initiated  from    their    earliest    days 
into  mal-practices,  and  that  they  should 
be    sent    to    industrial    houses,    and    if 
necessary,     to    re  format  or}*    schools.     I 
would  point  out   that  the  provision  in 
regard    to    the    supervision    of    young 
children  in  reformatory  and   industrial 
schools  does  not  mean  that  that  super- 
vision   ends    with    their    incarceration 
there,   but  continues    until    they  reach 
the  age  of  nineteen.     We  think  that  that 
will   be   ill   the   highest    degree   helpful 
to    the    children.     There    may    be    in 
some  persons'  minds  a  doubt  as  to  the 
adv.sabilit^'    of    the    State    interfering 
with  the  responsibility*  of  the  parents  : 
but  that  is  an  argument  more  familiar 
in   former   days   than   now.     This   Bill, 

Mr.  Thomas  Shaw. 


however,    very   firmly   declares   certain 
new    aspects    of    parental    duty    which 
must  be  brought  home  to  the  parents  of 
neglected   children.    First,   tlie   parents 
must  contribute  such  sum  as  is  reasonable 
to  maintain  the  children  ;  secondly,  where 
the  child   is   sent   to  a   day   industrial 
school  the  parent  or  such  person  as  is 
liable  to  maintain  him  must  contribute 
such  sum  as  is  reasonable  towards  his 
industrial    training    and    meals    in    the 
school ;  thirdly,  when  a  child  is  brought 
before  a  Court  the  parents  are  convened 
to  the  Court  in  order  that  they  may  see 
what  is  the  result  of  neglect,  and  that 
personal  responsibility  may  be  brought 
home  to  them  when  the  child  falls  into 
crime ;  and  fourthly,  if  a  fine  is  imposed, the 
fatuous  precedent  of  fining  the  child  is  got 
rid  of,  and  the  parent  is  fined.     These 
provisions  show  that  while  we  have  been 
looking  after  the  children  we  have  not 
been    allowing    the    persons    primarily 
responsible  to  escape  their  responsibility 
to   the   State.    There   is  a   part  of  the 
Bill  which  is    a    novelty,  and  that  is 
the  part  which  provides  for  the  institu- 
tion of  separate  juvenile  Courts.     Since 
1863  this  system  has  been  established 
in  the   United   States,  and  twenty-one 
States  have  now  adopted  the  principle. 
In  Canada  it  has  been    adopted  since 
1884,    and    in    South    Australia    since 
1895.     In  all  these  cases  the  record  is 
unfailing    that    the    effect    of    separate 
treatment  of   the  children  under  more 
sympathetic  conditions,  apart  from  the 
ordinar}^  grimy  surroundings  of  a  Crim- 
inal Court,  has  been  wholly  helpful,  and 
the   children   being   often   accompanied 
with  much  watchful  care  on  the  part  of 
Court  officials  the  result  has  been  a  very 
large    diminution    of    youthful    crime. 
I   think   that   that    example   from  our 
dominions    across    the    seas    is    worth 
following.     Of  course  this  Bill  is  just  a 
part,  though  a  large  part,  of  the  develop- 
ment of  social  reform  in  this  country. 
The  Party  opposite   is   entitled — ^and   I 
have   never   denied    it — to   the   highest 
credit  for  their  legislation  in  this  matter 
and  for  the  Act  of  1*»01,  which  is  a  notable 
charter    of    the  children's   rights.     But 
since    then,   pro^nsion    has    been   made 
for    the    medical    inspection    of  school 
children,  for  feeding  children  at  school, 
for  the  establishment  of  probation  offi- 
cers  and    the    notification   of   iHiths — 
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a  subject  not  remote  from  that  now 
under  consideration.  And  now  here  is 
a  Bill  to  prevent  the  cruelty  of  these 
children  entering  the  ranks  of  crime. 
I  therefore  think  that  the  House  is  en- 
titled to  be  satisfied  that  we  are  making 
steady  advance.  I  am  quite  well  aware 
that  vo  one  who  has  gone  through  the 
statist  is  of  juvenile  crime,  and  of  the 
resuhiiig  social  misery,  but  must 
acknowledge  that  notwithstanding  what 
we  have  done  much  remains  that  is  sad- 
dening. The  only  consolation  we  can 
have  is  in  the  historical  reflection  of  what 
has  been  done  within  the  last  century. 
Just  take  the  description  which  Sydney 
Smith  gave  of  one  particular  trade,  that 
of  the  chimney  sweep.  His  essay  did 
more  for  those  children  than  the  Report 
of  the  Committee  of  both  Houses,  because 
he  there  described  the  awful  conditions  of 
these  young  children  in  that  trade.  He 
pointed  out  how  they  came  with  adver- 
tisements to  the  doors  of  people,  and  on 
the  advertisement  was  printed  "  Little 
boys  for  small  flues,"  and  he  gave  a 
picture  of  small  boys  climbing  up  chim- 
neys with  bloody  hands  and  knees,  and 
sometimes  sticking  in  the  chimney  and 
being  pulled  out,  sometimes  dead 
and  sometimes  suffering.  That  sort  of 
thing  existed  in  one  particular  trade,  and 
if  you  take  for  decade  after  decade  from 
1819  up  to  the  present  time  the  record 
of  your  factory  legislation,  it  would  be 
the  same  most  gratifying  record  of  pro- 
gress. It  is  only  necessary  to  remark 
that  well  into  the  last  century  there  were 
provisions  under  which  it  was  possible  for 
children  under  the  age  of  nine  to  be 
allowed  to  labour  in  factories,  and  Robert 
Owen,  that  most  distinguished  social 
reformer,  gave  evidence  before  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  House  of  Lords  or  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  I  do  not  know  which, 
to  the  effect  that  it  was  the  common 
practice  for  children  of  six  years  of  age 
to  labour  for  thirteen  hours  in  the 
factory,  and  that  the  parishes  sent  all  their 
surplus  children  there,  and  so  relieved  the 
ratepayers  of  the  parish.  All  these 
things  I  state  for  the  purpose  of  urging 
Members  of  the  House  not  to  be  too  de- 
pressed, for  we  are  making  progress.  It 
is  still  within  the  memory  of  men  now 
living  that  little  children  of  very  tender 
years  went_]down  into  the  mines  and  Were 
chained  to  the  hutches,  and  worked  under 


conditions  which  are  appalling  "in'T^the 
sight  of  God  and  man.  All  these  things 
have  been  happily  abolished,  and  there- 
fore I  beg  the  House  to  remember  that 
at  every  stage  of  reform  in  that  condition 
of  thirgj  to  which  I  am  referring  there 
has  always  been  the  grumble,  "  Are  yon 
not  going  too  far  ?  "  No,  Mr.  Speaker, 
we  are  not  going  too  far.  We  want  to 
say  to  the  child  that  if  the  world,  or 
the  world's  law,  has  not  been  his  frienil 
in  the  past  it  shall  not  be  now.  We 
say  that  it  is  the  duty  of  this  Parliament 
and  that  this  Parliament  is  determined  to 
lift,  if  possible,  and  rescue  him,  to  shut  tK^ 
prison  door  and  to  open  the  door  of  hope. 
I  know  quite  well  that  in  all  cases  of 
social  reform  you  must  get  beyond  the 
personal  question  to  the  deeper  questions- 
of  the  land,  and  of  the  drink,  and,  un- 
happily, the  moment  you  get  to  them  yon 
are  in  the  region  of  party  controversy. 
And,  of  course,  there  is  the  deeper  root 
difficulty  which  rests  in  human  character. 
But  apart  from  that  we  are  dealing  with 
human  beings  whose  fate  is  upon  us  unless 
we  interpose,  and  it  is  in  a  spirit  of  help- 
fulness and  rescue  that  the  Government 
introduce  this  measure. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed 
"That  the  Bill  bs  no.v  read  a  second 
ti.ne." 

Debate  arising. 

Mr.  AKERS-DOUGLAS  (Kent,  St. 
Augustine's) :  So  far  as  this  measure  is 
one  of  consolidation  of  course  we  raise 
no  objection  to  the  Second  Reading* 
I  recognise  that  the  law  as  to  children  is 
spread  over  a  large  number  of  Acts  of 
Parliament,  which  are  difficult  to  follow 
and  understand,  and  certainly  need 
consolidation.  But  this  Bill  is  not  only 
a  measure  of  consolidation;  it  is  in 
many  respect?  one  of  Amendment  and 
extension,  and  it  certainly  requires,  as 
regards  these  new  clauses,  very  con- 
siderable consideration  and  scrutiny. 
The  hon.  Gentleman  the  Under  Secre- 
tary for  the  Home  Office,  who  gave,  I 
cordially  acknowledge,  a  most  clear  and 
lucid  statement  of  the  Bill  on  its  intro- 
duction, admitted  that  a  measure  of  this 
size  and  scope,  containing  119  clauses, 
and  consisting  of  72  pages,  could  not  be 
expected  to  pass  into  law  in  a  crowded 
session,  unless  it  met  with  general  con- 
sent,  so   that  the   Government  had,  in 
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preparing  the  measure,  to  exclude  as  far 
as  possible  every  subject  of  a  contro- 
versial    character.     There     are     many 
■subjects   which  many  Members  of  this 
House  would  have  desired  to  see  included 
in  this  Bill  to  make  the  Bill  a  compre- 
hensive measure  of  codification  of  the 
law  relating  to  children  and  dealing  with 
the  time  of  employment  in  factories  and 
workshops,  street  trading,  and   children 
in  public-houses.    But  I  am  bound  to 
say  that  all  these  questions  would  have 
led    to    considerable    controversy    and 
would  have  jeopardised  the  fate  of  the 
Bill,  and  probably  the  Grovernment  were 
wisely  advised  in  excluding  them  from 
the  present  measure.    Indeed,  I  am  not 
sure  as  it  is  that  the  Government  can 
hope  that  some  of  their  amending  clauses 
may  not  be  considered  controversial,  or 
that  they  may  not  lead  at  all  events  to 
considerable  discussion;   but  it  was  for 
them,  of  course,  to  settle  the  question 
whether    the    more    extensive    Amend- 
ments    might  be    included,  or  whether 
it     would      have      been      wiser      and 
safer    to    have    curtailed    the    Bill    to 
one  of  pure  consoKdation  of  the  Infant 
Life  Protection  Act  of  1897,  and     the 
Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Children  Act, 
1904,    making   only    necessary    amend- 
ments where  those  Acts  have  been  found 
in  practice  to  be  ineffective.     The  Bill, 
although  nominally  and  chiefly  a    con- 
solidation    Bill,     contains    new    enact- 
ments  and   Amendments  of  the   exist- 
ing    law,     some     of  which     are     quite 
novel,     and     some     very     far-reaching. 
New      offences     are     in     some     cases 
created,  and  you  have  for  the  first  time 
the    right  of  entry  granted   to    private 
homes   and   institutions   and   your  new 
inspectors  are  given  novel  powers.     You 
presume  that  parents  know  exactly  what 
their  children  are  doing  and  you  punish 
them  for  their  errors.    But,  at  all  events, 
there  is  one  principle  of  the  Bill  which  I 
for  one  cordially  endorse,  which  has  been 
alluded  to  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
opposite,  and  that  is  the  wider  enforce- 
ment of  parental  authority.     The  parent 
is  to  be  brought  into  Court  when  the  child 
transgresses  and  will,  as  far  as  possible, 
be  made  to  pay  the  fine  for  his  child* 
which  he  has  neglected  to  train.     That  is 
rightly  at   variance    with    the    socialist 
doctrine,  with  which  we  in  this  part  of 
the  House  have  no  sympathy,  that  the 

3Ir.  AkerS'Douglas. 


moment  a  child  comes    into  the  world 
the  State  is  to  be  responsible  for  it.    I 
am  delighted  to  think  that  there  is  that 
recognition  of  parental  authority  within 
the   four   corners   of   the   BilL      It    is 
perfectly  true  that   nearly   every    hon. 
Member  in  this  House  agrees  in  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  Bill,  and  therefore  the  criti- 
cisms which  must  be  addressed  to  the 
House    are    chiefly    or    largely     upon 
Committee  points,  but  under  the  new 
practice  which   prevails  in  this  House 
of    sending    every     measure     upstairs, 
I    do     not     think     the      Government 
can    grumble    if    some    of    the    critic- 
isms made  to-day  are  criticisms  which 
might  have  been  fully  as  well  made  in 
Committee,  because  this  is  after  all  the 
sole  opportunity  which  the  bulk  of  hon. 
Members  who  take  a  great    interest  in 
this  BiU  will  have  of  considering,  it.    I 
would  therefore  venture  to  offer  a  few 
criticisms  of  certain  clauses  of  the  Bill  in 
which  I  feel  considerable  interest,  and  I 
promise  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  I  will 
not  detain  him  at  any  xmdue  lens^th. 
There  are  also  other  points  in  regard  to 
which    I    wish    to    elicit    information. 
There  is  one  part  or  point  in  the  Bill 
which  I  think  may  lead  to  difference  of 
opinion;   it  relates  to  the   Infant  Life 
Protection  Act,  which  excludes  the  in- 
spection of  "  one  nurse-child  homes."    As 
the  House   will    remember,    the    Infant 
Life  Protection   Act  of  1897  exempted 
from    inspection     those     persons     who 
receive    one  nurse-child   and   not  more 
than    one   child   in   return   for   weekly 
or  periodical  payments  and  not  for  a 
lump  sum  payment,  and  this  Bill  pro- 
poses the  same  exemptions.    The  Under- 
Secretary   certainly   told   us   the   other 
day  that  a  Select  Committee  would  be 
appointed  to  consider  this  question,  and 
that  they  would  consider  it  early  in  the 
session,    and    report  their   conclusions, 
so  that  if  they  found  for  an  alteration, 
or     rather    that     '*  one-child"     homes 
should  be  inspected,  such  proposals  could 
in  Committee  be  inserted  in  the  Bill. 
I  have  reason  to  believe  that  that  Report 
is    nearing    a   conclusion,  and    to-day, 
possibly,  the  Chairman  of  the  Coniniit- 
tee,  if  he  speaks,  may  be  able  to  clear  up 
the  point  as    to  what  the  Committee 
think,    and   then   the   Under-Secretary 
may  say  whether  it  is  the  intention  of 
the    Government    to    inoozpoiate    tiie 
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findings  of  the  Committee  in  this  Bill. 
Although  there  is  a  great  deal  to  be 
said  in  favour  of  such  inspection  on  the 
o:ie  hand,  yet  for  my  own  part  I  see  con- 
siderable objections  to  it  on  the  other.  If 
any  such  inspection  be  insisted  upon 
you  always  run  the  risk  of  closing  some 
of  the  very  best  and  most  comfortable 
homes,  because  there  are  some  women 
who  make  the  kindest  and  best  possible 
mothers,  who  do  not  care,  and  I  am 
certain  their  husbands  do  not  care,  that 
the  privacy  of  their  homes  should  be 
interrupted,  and  that  there  should  be 
that  sort  of  suspicion  created  against 
them  which  such  inspection  is  always 
liable  to  create.  I  was  much  inter- 
ested in  this  question  some  years 
since  in  connection  with  the  question  of 
boarding-out,  and  it  certainly  was  the 
experience  of  those  who  worked  in  my 
part  of  the  world  that  those  who  received 
one  child  only  were  more  careful  and 
considerate,  and  that  cruelty  and  neglect 
were  entirely  absent  from  their  homes. 
These  homes  are  not  too  numerous,  and  I 
think  it  would  be  a  pity  if  you  ran  any 
risk  of  closing  a  home  where  the  child 
has  the  advantage  of  being  brought  up 
with  other  foster  children  as  they  are 
and  in  a  respectable  home  which 
they  will  long  remember  without  any 
taint  of  the  poorhouse  or  any  of  the 
inconveniences  which  in  after  life  attach, 
and  unfairly  attach,  to  the  reputation  of 
a  child  who  has  been  brought  up  in  the 
poor  house.  I  wish  to  ask  the  question 
whether  there  is  any  further  infor- 
mation on  that  point,  but  as  I  say, 
the  Chairman  of  the  Committee,  who 
have  considered  their  Report,  may  speak 
and  furnish  it  possibly.  Then  as  to 
the  begging  clause.  It  has  an  addendum 
in  Subsection  2,  which  is  a  new  enact- 
ment. It  throws  the  onus  of  proof  on 
the  person  in  charge  of  the  child  to 
show  that  he  did  not  allow,  and  did 
his  best  to  prevent,  the  child  being  in 
the  street  to  beg,  and  I  should  like  to 
know  whether  experience  has  shown 
the  Under-Secretary  the  necessity  of 
this  measure,  as  I  can  see  cases  of  hard- 
chip,  considering  the  conditio!is  in  which 
many  of  our  poor  are  housed,  and  the 
conditions  in  which  they  live  in  our 
large  towns.  There  may  be  considerable 
hardship  in  inflicting  these  penalties 
on  the  poorer  people.    It  is  not  as  if 


they  lived  under  better  or  happier  con- 
ditions. Over  some  of  the  children 
reared  in  crowded  thoroughfares  where 
the  acco  nmodation  is  extremely  poor,, 
it  is  very  hard  for  the  parents  to 
keep  an  efficient  control,  and  I  must 
say  you  are  creating  undue  hardship 
for  the  parents  in  making  them  re- 
sponsible as  you  do.  With  regard  ta 
Clause  13,  which  deals  with  the  case 
of  children  exposed  to  the  risk  of  burn- 
ing, I  wish  to  ask  whether  it  has  ever 
been  considered  possible  to  have  in- 
spectors in  order  to  see  if  fires  are  guarded, 
because  the  penalty  here  is  only  the 
effect  of  a  warning,  and  is  only  inflicted 
after  the  unfortunate  child  has  been 
burnt.  So  far  as  the  parent  is  con- 
cerned no  doubt  that  is  quite  right,  but 
so  far  as  the  child  is  concerned  you  lock 
the  stable  door  after  the  horse  is  stolen. 
Then  with  regard  to  overlying — Clause 
14.  This  is  a  new  enactment,  and  I 
think  the  penalty  is  a  very  heavy  one 
to  impose  upon  an  unfortunate  mother 
who  accidentally  overlies  her  child.  This 
overlying  is  largely  due  to  the  bad 
accommodation  these  people  have.  An 
unfortunate  family  with  other  children 
may  only  have  one  room,  and  parent* 
may  not  be  in  a  position  to  buy  bassi- 
nettes, or  cots  or  anything  for  the  baby. 
It  may  also  be  only  possible  in  winter 
to  keep  the  baby  warm  by  taking  it 
into  bed,  and  if  by  an  accident  of  thia 
kind  the  baby's  life  is  sacrificed,  and  in 
many  cases  it  is  mere  accident,  probably 
no  person  is  more  distressed  than  the 
mother.  I  think  therefore  the  penalty 
is  far  too  high.  I  think  every  care 
should  be  taken  to  persuade  the  parents 
to  be  more  careful  in  the  charge  of  their 
children,  but  this  is  too  heavy  a 
penalty  to  threaten  them  with  when 
an  unfortunate  overlying  takes  place* 
I  think  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  said  that  1,500  deaths  occurred 
in  this  way.     Does  he  mean  in  London  ? 

The  UNDER-SECRETARY  of 
STATE  FOR  THE  HOME  DEPART- 
MENT (Mr.  Herbert  Samuel,  York- 
shire,  Cleveland)  :  No:  Eng^land  and 
Wales. 

\ 

Mr.  AKERS-DOUGLAS  :  That  is 
what  I  thought.  So  far  as  I^ondon 
is  concerned,  I  fully  admit  the  urgency 
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of  the  problem  of  the  infantile  death- 
rate.'  ^  While  the  death-rate  has  fallen 
greatly  during  the  last  fifty  years, 
infantile  mortality  remains  the  same, 
and  we  find  that  it  is  greatest  amongst 
the  poorer  classes  and  in  the  crowded 
districts.  T  find  by  the  figures  in  1841 
and  1850  in  London  the  infant  mortality 
was  157  of  every  1,000  bom,  and  that 
in  1900  it  had  risen  to  160,  whereas  the 
-death-rate  for  the  whole  country  is  less 
than  it  was  before.  It  is  a  matter  of 
common  notoriety  that  infantile  mor- 
tality varies  with  the  house  accommoda- 
tion, and  therefore  I  hope  it  may  not 
be  necessary  to  press  this  rather  heavy 
penalty  in  these  cases.  I  have  no  doubt 
the  Under-Secretary  of  St^te  has  made 
very  careful  inquiries  into  this  question. 
I  notice  the  opinion  given  by  one  of  the 
best  known  Ix)ndon  Coroners  upon  this 
subject.  At  an  inquest  at  Battersea, 
the  coroner,  Mr.  Troutbeck,  in  summing 
up,  said — 

"  That  in  that  district  of  London  they  had 
been  engajred  for  some  years  in  endeavouring 
to  find  genuine  cases  of  overlying,  but  so  far 
their  search  had  been  unfruitful.  In  many  cases 
the  children  found  dead  in  bed  with  their  parents 
on  careful  examination  had  failed  to  show  that 
there  had  been  any  interference  with  their 
breathing." 

The  coroner  went  on  to  say — 

**  In  the  course  of  my  experience  I  have  never 
come  across  such  a  case,  and  I  doubt  whether 
«uch  cases  ever  existed." 

I  am  certain  the  Home  Office  have 
carefully  considered  this  question  before 
they  committed  themselves  the  remedies 
proposed  in  this  Bill.  But  it  appears 
there  are  some  well-known  autho- 
rities in  London  who  seem  to  doubt 
the  accuracy  of  these  figures.  I  do  not 
think,  although  it  is  a  new  enactment, 
that  anyone  can  object  to  Clause  15, 
which  inflicts  penalties  upon  anyone  in 
charge  of  a  girl  between  the  ages  of  seven 
and  sixteen  for  allowing  that  girl  to 
reside  in  a  brothel.  That  is  a  clause  that 
everyone  \vi\\  agree  with.  Clause  22, 
dealing  with  visitation  of  children's 
homes  and  institutions,  is  a  most  im- 
portant clause.  Under  the  existing 
law  there  is  no  right  of  entry  to 
such  homes  or  institutions.  I  agree 
that  it  is  necessary  that  there  should  be, 
but  I  hope  the  Home  Office  will  con- 
sider the  very  delicate  nature  of  such 
inspection  as  well  as  the  discretion  of 

J7/-.  AkrrS'Dauglas, 


the  inspectors  who  are  to  carry 
it  out.  Many  of  these  institutions 
are  religious  institutions  and  belong  to 
various  religious  denominations,  and  I 
foresee  very  considerable  diffi.culty  in 
carrying  out  these  provisions  uJoless 
a  very  great  discretion  is  used  and 
the  inspectors  are  the  official  in- 
spectors of  the  Home  Office  or  are 
people  of  some  authority  whose  salaries 
will  be  placed  upon  the  Estimates  in 
order  that  the  House  may  have  some 
hold  upon  them.  I  have  only  one  point 
I  wish  to  raise  on  the  4th  part  of  the 
Bill,  that  is  with  regard  to  Glauses 
4:3  to  4:8.  Those  clauses  deal  solely  with 
reformatory  and  industrial  schools,  and 
are  all  practically  consolidation  clauses. 
The  changes  made,  if  any,  are  small  and 
chiefly  administrative.  I  will  not  trouble 
the  House  with  any  remark  upon  them 
except  to  express  my  approval  of  the  fact 
that  the  age  of  committal  has  not  been 
raised.  Sixteen  is  quite  old  enough,  and 
youths  or  young  women  above  that 
age  should  certamly  not  be  mixed  with 
boys  and  girls.  With  regard  to  the 
last  part  of  this  Bill  dealing  with  juvenile 
ofEenders,  I  am  sure  we  all  agree  that 
child  oflenders  should  be  kept  separate 
from  adult  offenders.  Boys  and  girls 
under  sixteen  years  of  age  should  not 
be  kept  in  prison  or  even  mixed  in  the 
police  courts  with  older  criminals.  I 
gathered  that  the  right  hon.  Grentleman 
was  going  to  establish  police  courts  for 
juvenile  offenders  only  in  all  parts  of  the 
country.  I  know  they  have  been  success- 
fully established  in  Glasgow  and  Bir- 
mingham. In  London  chUdien  are  still 
tried  at  the  ordinary  police  courts  but 
at  a  separate  hour,  and  are  not  allowed 
to  mix  with  criminals  or  to  hear  the 
other  cases  going  on.  I  wish  to  know 
whether  this  system  is  to  continue  in 
London  or  whether  separate  police  courts 
are  to  be  opened  in  various  districts. 
There  are  two  objections  to  that  being 
done,  one,  the  great  and  unnecessary 
expense,  and  the  other,  that  if  you 
have  only  two  Children's  Courts  for 
London,  you  will  have  to  bring  the 
children  very  great  distances  to  the 
place  of  trial.  I  think  it  would  be  more 
satisfactory  and  less  expensive  if  the 
present  system  were  continaed.  The 
Under-Secretary  of  State  said  that  lie  in- 
tended to  zequiie  the  police  aatiioritieB 
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all  over  the  country  to  provide  places 
of  detention  to  which  children  could  be 
committed  or  remanded.  In  many 
towns  I  believe  such  places  already 
exist,  but  in  others  where  they  do  not 
a  great  burden  would  be  thrown  on  the 
ratepayers  if  they  were  called  upon  all 
over  England  to  erect  these  places  of 
detention.  If  this  large  expense  is  to 
take  place,  I  should  like  to  know  whether 
the  hon.  Gentleman  does  not  consider  it 
would  be  fair  that  the  Treasury  should 
bear  a  portion  of  the  cost,  and  whether 
the  cost  of  the  children  committed 
to  these  places  should  not  be  defrayed 
by  the  Treasury  as  it  now  is  when 
children  are  committed  to  prison.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  said  also  that  they 
proposed  to  appoint  a  special  children's 
magistrate  to  visit  in  turn  a  circuit  of 
Courts.  If  that  is  only  in  London  I  have 
nothing  to  say  against  it,  but  my  experi- 
ence is  that  the  greatest  possible  attention 
is  given  to  children's  cases  by  the  present 
stipendiary  magistrates,  against  whose 
humanity  and  fairness  to  the  children 
nothing  can  be  said.  I  should  like 
to  know  whether  it  is  the  intention  of  the 
Secretary  of  State  to  deal  merely  with 
the  children  in  London  in  this  way ; 
whether  the  magistrate  is  to  wander  from 
Court  to  Court  or  whether  he  is  to  sit 
in  one  or  two  places  in  the  centre  of 
London  to  which  all  the  child 
offenders  in  London  will  be  brought. 
With  regard  to  the  juvenile  cigarette 
smokers,  I  cannot  help  thinking  that, 
although  you  might  prevent  retail  dealers 
from  supplying  small  children  with 
cigarettes  yet  at  the  same  time  there  are 
many  provisions  in  the  Bill,  arrests  by  the 
police,  search  for  cigarettes,  and  others, 
which  are  in  the  nature  of  grandmotherly 
legislation  and  which  would  probably 
lead  to  a  good  many  laughable  scenes 
of  constables  pursuing  small  boys  who 
would  drop  their  cigarettes  in  running 
away.  Such  scenes  would  not  tend  to 
support  the  dignity  of  the  law  or  the 
efficient  administration  of  the  Act.  I 
am  perfectly  aware  that  other  countries 
have  found  it  desirable  to  pass  laws  in 
this  matter,  and  I  am  perfectly  aware 
that  the  Committee  on  Physical  Deteriora- 
tion recommended  some  legislative 
remedy  for  this  child  smoking.  If  I 
recollect  aright,  a  Committee  of  the 
House  of  Lords  too,  last  year  specially 


considered  this  point,  and  came  to  the 
unanimous  conclusion  that  legislation 
was  desirable.  I  am  only  criticising 
some  of  the  proposals  which  have  been 
made;  I  think  that  the  prohibition  of 
sale  to  children  below  a  certain  age 
is  certainly  the  right  one,  and  it  is  one  to 
which  I  raise  no  objection.  I  think  that 
some  of  the  other  provisions  of  the  clause 
will  not  tend  to  good  administration  of 
the  law  which  the  hon.  Member  desires 
to  pass.  Another  point  with  which  I  am 
in  sympathy  is  the  entire  abolition  of 
child  imprisonment,  but  I  think  that  that 
is  a  provision  which  requires  very  careful 
consideration.  I  am  all  against  the 
imprisonment  of  children,  but  ex- 
perienced chairmen  of  quarter  sessions 
will  back  me  up  when  I  say  that  there  are 
some  cases  in  which  it  is  almost  impossible 
to  provide  a  proper  deterrent  to  certain 
habitual  criminals  among  children  with- 
out resort  to  some  sort  of  imprison- 
ment or  detention.  So  far  as  the 
proposals  for  the  separation  of  the 
child  criminal  from  the  adult  criminal 
is  concerned,  I  entirely  approve  of  it. 
With  the  exception  of  certain  clauses 
which  I  think  require  careful  considera- 
tion, so  far  as  I  am  concerned  the  hon. 
Grentleman  will  have  no  difficulty  in 
regard  to  the  passage  of  this  measure. 

♦Mr.  a.  ALLEN  (Christchurch)  said 
he  had  been  a  Member  of  the  London 
education  authority  and  had  been  closely 
connected  with  industrial  schools  for 
the  last  ten  years.  Speaking  with  that 
experience,  he  gave  the  Bill  a  very 
hearty  welcome  indeed.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  who  had  spoken  last  had 
referred  to  the  special  Courts  for  ^children, 
and  had  mentioned  the  particular 
case  of  London,  asking  whether  the 
work  was  to  be  taken  from  the  hands 
of  the  magistrates  in  the  Metropolis  and 
given  to  a  special  magistrate  appointed 
for  the  purpose.  He  yielded  to  no  one 
in  his  admiration  of  the  way  in  which  the 
magistrates  of  London  had  done  their 
work  ;  nevertheless,  he  welcomed 
no  part  of  the  Under-Secretary's 
statement  with  more  gratitude  than 
that  in  which  he  spoke  of  the  establish- 
ment of  Courts  at  remand  homes 
in  London,  and  the  appointment  of  a 
I  special  magistrate  to  them.  He  wel- 
comed that  proposal  not  merely  because 
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it  took  children  away  from  the  unde- 
sirable surroundings  of  the  Police  Court, 
but  also  because  he  believed  that  it  would 
be  a  great  thing  to  get  some  unity  of 
treatment  of  children  who  had  fallen  into 
crime.  He  believed  that  it  was  acknow- 
ledged that  the  best  way  of  diminishing 
crime  in  the  country  was  to  deal  judi- 
ciously and  I  kindly  with  children  and 
young  persons  when  they  first  went 
wrong ;  and  for  that  purpose  he  attached 
the  greatest  possible  value  to  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  sympathetic  magistrate 
who  would  deal  with  all  children  on  the 
same  line.  The  Metropolitan  magis- 
trates, whatever  their  merits  might  be, 
and  they  were  very  great,  had  no  certain 
unity  of  principle  in  dealing  with  the 
questions  which  affected  juvenile  crim- 
inals. One  magistrate  would  be  very 
anxious  to  send  boys  to  industrial 
schools,  and  another  would  think  it 
almost  wicked  to  shut  them  up  for  years 
in  an  industrial  school.  Another  magis- 
trate might  be  very  fond  of  using  the 
birch.  In  one  Court,  for  example,  thir- 
teen children  in  one  week  divided  ninety- 
eight  strokes  of  the  birch  between  them. 
The  birch  might  be  an  excellent  thing  for 
some  of  those  children,  but  he  could  not 
believe  that  it  was  an  equally  good  thing 
for  the  whole  of  the  thirteen.  Other 
magistrates  thought  a  great  deal  of  the 
ratepayers'  pocket,  and  for  that  reason 
refused  to  send  boys  to  the  industrial 
schoolH.  He  thought,  therefore,  that  it 
would  be  a  good  thing  if  they  could  get 
one  magistrate  in  London  who  would 
look  on  all  the  cases  alike  and  try  to 
evolve  the  really  best  method  in  which 
to  deal  with  these  child  offenders.  If 
this  was  necessary  in  London  it  was  still 
more  necessary  in  the  provinces,  because 
he  was  glad  to  say  that  as  far  as  London 
was  concerned  practically  no  children 
were  sent  to  prison.  He  found  that  in 
Birmingham,  in  the  year  1904,  as  many 
as  16()  children  were  sent  to  gaol, 
whereas  in  1907,  after  the  establishment  of 
a  children's  Court,  the  number  had  fallen 
t()  twenty.  The  returns  for  Newcastle, 
about  half  as  big  as  Birmingham,  in 
1905-6,  showed  that  159  children  were 
sent  to  goal,  and  in  1906-7  the  number 
was  still  up  to  120.  What  he  wanted 
the  House  to  remember  was  that  prisor 
left  a  stigma  on  the  children,  and,  further- 
more, short  terms  of  imprisonmont  were 

Mr.  A,  Allen, 


the  very  worst  things  poesible  for  child' 
ren,  because  after  the  first  term  the 
other  terms  did  not  act  as  a  deterrent  in 
any  way,  and  they  familiarised  a  child 
with  prison  life.  Therefore,  he  was 
extremely  glad  to  hear  the  Under- 
Secretary  state  that  they  were  to 
have  a  peripatetic  magistrate  in  London 
who  would  go  round  the  different  remand 
homes  to  hear  the  children's  cases. 
Another  good  point  in  the  Bill  was  the 
increase  of  parental  responsibility,  ffis 
experience  with  regard  to  industrial 
schools  in  London  was  that  in  a  great 
number  of  cases  the  parents  deliberately 
attempted  to  get  their  children  sent  to 
industrial  schools.  When  they  got  little 
mites  of  eight  or  nine  years  of  age  charged 
with  being  beyond  parental  control,  it 
showed  that  undoubtedly,  as  the  law  stood, 
there  was  not  sufficient  parental  re- 
sponsibility when  their  chil<£ren  gpt  into 
trouble.  Of  course  the  parent  was 
very  glad  to  get  rid  of  his  child,  though 
he  must  say  that  it  was  for  the  good 
of  the  child  that  he  should  be  sent  to  an 
industrial  school  where  he  was  trained 
and  had  a  chance  afterwards  of  employ- 
ment in  some  trade  that  was  found  for 
him.  The  boy  of  the  industrial  school 
had  a  better  chance  than  the  child  of  the 
ordinary  elementary  school.  Still  he 
was  very  glad  that  under  the  Bill  there 
was  provision  to  bring  home  to  the 
parents  responsibility  for  their  children, 
and  they  would  not  have  so  many  cases 
as  they  had  had  in  the  past  of  parents 
getting  their  children  sent  away  and  the 
ratepayers  often  being  charged  with 
whole  families.  There  were  one  or  two 
points  in  which  the  Bill,  he  thought, 
might  be  improved.  With  regard  to 
that  part  of  it  dealing  with  the  preven- 
tion of  cruelty  to  children,  he  was  very 
glad  that  the  law  was  to  be  strengthened 
in  that  direction.  He  would  like  to  see 
the  parent  made  liable  if,  through  neglect 
to  give  his  child  reasonable  medical 
attendance,  he  seriously  injured  the 
child  in  mind  or  body.  He  believed 
that  that  was  a  bold  proposition  to  make, 
but  his  experience  in  connection  with 
the  cripples'  school,  and  other  special 
schools  in  London,  went  to  show  that 
cases  could  be  multiplied  in  which  chil- 
dren had  been  crippled  for  life  because 
the  parents,  though  repeatedly  warned, 
had     refused     to     give     them     proper 
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medical  attendance.  He  could  cite  cases 
to  the  House  in  which  children  had 
become  blind,  because  the  parents,  though 
repeatedly  warned,  had  refused  to  have 
the  simplest  operation  performed.  He 
could  give  examples  where  children 
ha(f  been  made  deaf  for  life  in  the  same 
way.  With  the  medical  inspection  which 
had  been  established  under  the  Act  of 
last  year,  he  could  not  help  thinking 
that  this  Bill  might  be  strengthened  so 
that  parents,  on  being  warned,  after 
medical  inspection  at  the  school.,  that 
serious  bodily  harm  would  result  to 
their  children  if  they  did  not  take  steps 
to  get  them  attended  to,  should,  in  the 
event  of  that  warning  being  disregarded, 
come  within  the  arm  of  the  law.  A 
further  point  to  which  he  wished  to  call 
attention  was  that  under  the  Bill  as  it 
stood,  a  child  of  twelve  years  of  age, 
convicted  of  stealing,  was  to  be  sent 
to  a  reformatory  school.  Experience 
showed  that  the  age  of  twelve  was  too 
young  to  send  a  child  to  a  reformatory 
school,  and  that  between  the  age  of 
twelve  and  fourteen  an  industrial  school 
was  all  that  was  necessary.  It  was  said 
that  managers  of  industrial  schools  would 
probably  object  to  receiving  children 
who  had  -been  convicted  of  stealing, 
but  he  knew  that  there  were  managers 
of  industrial  schools  who  were  perfectly 
willing  to  receive  children  of  that  charac- 
ter. The  superintendent  of  an  industrial 
school  in  London  had  told  him  that  the 
children  who  had  been  convicted  of 
stealing  were,  if  anything,  rather  better 
than  the  children  sent  to  the  school  for 
wandering  and  begging,  and  so  forth ; 
he  said  that  in  one  respect  they  had 
rather  more  go  in  them.  The  magis- 
trates actually  recognised  that  twelve 
was  too  young  an  age  to  send  a  child  to 
the  reformatory  school.  Frequently  in 
London  the  magistrate  varied  the  charge 
fro  n  theft  to  one  of  being  beyond  con- 
trol; [they  got  round  the  Act  in 
that  way,  and  sent  the  child  to  an  in- 
dustrial school.  Seeing  that  that  was 
the  experience  of  the  magistrates,  he 
thought  that  the  Bill  might  be  made 
sufficiently  elastic  so  as  to  leave  it  to 
the  discretion  of  the  magistrate  to  send 
a  child  of  between  twelve  and  fourteen 
vears  of  age,  convicted  of  stealing,  to 
an  industrial  school,  if  he  preferred  to  do 
so.     There  was  another  point  he  would  be 


very  glad  to  see  in  the  Bill.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  referred  to  the  clause 
dealing  with  girls  found  in  brothels. 
Under  the  Bill  a  girl  of  fourteen  could  be 
taken  from  thosB  surroundings  and  S3:it 
to  an  industrial  school.  He  would  like 
to  make  a  plea  for  the  girl  between 
fourteen  and  sixteen,  perhaps  the  most 
dangerous  age  of  all.  As  the  law  stood 
at  present  she  went  back  to  h3r  parents 
when  they  came  out  of  prison,  and  was 
exposed  to  every  sort  of  the  worst  kind  of 
temptation.  He  thought  the  Bill  might 
provide  that  a  girl  of  that  age  residing 
under  those  undesirable  conditions  should 
be  committed  to  some  person  or  institu- 
tution  willing  to  take  charge  of  her,  or 
in  the  last  resort,  if  she  was  not  of  good 
moral  character,  she  might  be  sent  to  a 
reformatory  school.  It  was  a  serious 
blot  on  the  Bill  at  present  that  it  made 
no  provision  for  girls  of  that  age.  Another 
point  to  which  he  wished  to  draw  at- 
tention was  the  provision  with  regard 
to  vagrant  children.  He  would  like  to  be 
told  whether  these  provisions  referred 
to  children  who  were  in  caravans.  He 
knew  they  did  not  refer  to  children  in 
barges.  Children  in  caravans  really  got 
very  little  education  indeed.  There  was 
a  case  the  other  day  under  the  London 
education  authority  of  children  living  in 
caravans  at  the  World's  Fair.  There 
were  24  children  of  whom  twenty 
over  nine  years  of  age  were  unable 
to  read  or  write.  There  was,  at  any 
rate,  a  prima  facie  case  for  inquiry  as  to 
whether  caravan  children  should  not  be 
brought  under  the  Bill.  He  could  not 
see,  as  the  Bill  stood  at  the  present 
moment,  that  there  was  really  any  ob- 
ligation for  local  education  authorities 
either  to  establish  industrial  schools 
themselves  or  to  enter  into  agreements 
with  industrial  schools  for  children  to  be 
sent  to  them.  That  was  a  matter  which 
was  really  of  the  utmost  importance, 
because  the  larger  number  of  the  local 
authorities  throughout  England  had 
entirely  neglected  their  duties  in 
that  respect.  Around  London  hardly 
any  education  authority  had  an  in- 
dustrial school  of  its  own  or  an 
agreement  with  other  industrial  schools. 
Constantly  they  ^ot  before  them  on  a 
committee  on  which  he  sat  records 
of  children  who  wandered  in  from 
outside     districts      and     finally     after 
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various  convictions  in  their  old  districts 
were  convicted  of  something  or  other 
in  London.  They  made  inquiry  as  to  what 
the  local  authority  was  doing,  and  they 
found  that  it  had  never  put  the  Industrial 
Schools  Act  in  force,  that  it  had  no  schools 
and  no  agreements  with  schools.  If  they 
were  going  to  deal  with  this  matter 
seriously  it  was  absolutely  essential  that 
it  should  be  made  obligatory  on  every 
local  authority  either  to  possess  an 
industrial  school  of  its  own  or  at  any 
rate  to  enter  into  an  agreement  with 
industrial  schools  for  the  reception  of  its 
children.  After  all,  these  were  not  very 
large  points.  He  wished  once  more 
to  say  vnth  what  gratitude  they  who 
were  engaged  in  itidustrial  school  work 
in  London  received  this  Bill  and  what 
very  great  good  they  believed  would 
result  from  it. 

Mr.  ATHERLEY  -  JONES  (Durham, 
N.W.)  said  he  had  a  Bill  on  the  Paper 
dealing  with  the  department  that 
the  Bill  of  the  Government  covered, 
especially  in  relation  to  the  topic  to 
which  his  hon.  friend  who  had  last  spoken 
had  drawn  attention.  He  entirely  con- 
curred in  the  general  expression  of  con- 
gratulation which  had  been  extended 
to  the  Government  in  respect  of  the 
Bill.  During  the  long  time  that  he  had 
been  in  the  House  of  Commons  he  did 
not  think  there  had  been  any  measure 
which  was  calculated  to  produce  more 
general,  though  perhaps  ultimate,  good 
on  the  community.  It  was  a  subject 
to  which  he  had  long  given  atten- 
tion, and  although  he  thought  the 
Bill  was  open  to  amendment  on 
matters  of  detail,  generally  speaking 
its  principle  was  perfectly  sound,  and 
although  in  some  respects  it  travelled 
in  novel  directions  from  the  point  of 
view  of  precedent,  yet  on  the  whole  it 
was  legitimate  and  reasonable.  He 
could  not  help  referring  to  what  had  been 
said  by  the  late  Home  Secretary.  He 
agreed  that  the  proposals  with  respect 
to  the  punishment  of  women  guilty  of 
causing  the  death  of  children  by  over- 
lying were  far  too  drastic.  He  had 
made  some  careful  inquiries  from  medical 
men  in  the  poorer  districrts  of  Jjoudon 
and  some  of  our  large  towns — men  who 
had  very  large  experience  in  respect  of 
attendance  on  the  poor,  and  cousiderabln 
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knowledge  of  these  cases  of  overlyingr 
and  they  assured  him  that  the 
proportion  of  cases  due  to  cul- 
pable negligence  on  the  part  of  the 
parents  was  wholly  iufinitesimal,  and 
that  the  misfortune  was  due  almost 
entirely  if  not  exclusively  to  the  lack 
of  proper  and  adequate  domestic  ar- 
rangement of  the  poor  man's  house. 
!  It  savoured  somewhat  of  cruelty  to  add 
I  to  the  torture  of  the  loss  of  her  child  by 
,  bringing  the  mother  before  a  police 
j  court  and  exposing  her  to  a  penalty  for 
'  negligence.  He  knew  that  that  portion  of 
I  the  Bill  had  been  conceived  with  the  most 
humane  intentions  by  his  right  hon.  friend,. 
but  he  trusted  he  would  give  further  con- 
sideration to  that  point.  Another  ques- 
sion  which  savoured  of  the  ludicrous 
was  the  power  given  to  police  officeis  to 
confiscate  the  tobacco  of  children  found 
smoking  or  about  to  smoke  in  the  streets. 
That  was  a  novel,  and  to  his  mind,  an 
imreasonable  proposition.  The  age  up 
to  which  this  confiscatory  process  was 
to  be  allowed  was  sixteen  years,  and  to 
expose  high  spirited  boys,  as  the  majority 
of  English  boys  happUy  were,  to  the 
ignominy  of  having  themselves  way- 
laid by  police  and  their  tobacco  con^ 
fiscated  was  to  his  mind  most  un- 
reasonable. That  was  a  matter  whicb* 
ought  to  receive  further  consideration. 
These  were  perhaps  matters  of  detail  for 
Committee.  There  were,  however,  two 
points  which  lay  at  the  root  of  the  Bill. 
Clause  56,  singular  to  state,  was  an  almost 
slavish  reproduction  of  Clause  14  of  the 
Consolidating  Bill  of  1866.  Under  that 
clause  there  were  enumerated  conditiona 
of  childhood  which  imposed  upon  those  so 
inclined  the  duty  of  rescue  work — ^if  the 
(hild  was  a  beggar  or  a  wanderer  or 
frequented  the  company  of  reputed 
thieves  or  was  living  in  a  house  fre- 
quented by  prostitutes.  At  present, 
there  were  in  this  country  30,000  ddklren,. 
according  to  the  best  estimates,  who 
fell  within  the  four  descriptions  which 
he  had  just  read  to  the  House.  In  the 
county  of  Berkshire  alone,  theze  were 
nearly  3,000  children  found  in  the  casual 
wards  in  the  course  of  one  year.  Last 
year  there  were  nearly  800  children 
between  twelve  and  fifteen  years  of  age  in 
prison.  These  were  the  children  who 
should  be  saved  by  being  placed  in 
industrial    schools    or    in    some    other 
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place  where  they  could  be  properly 
brought  up.  But  what  was  the  power 
under  the  statute,  or  under  this  intended 
statute  ?  Any  person  might  take  one 
of  these  children  so  found  and  bring 
it  before  a  magistrate.  What  had  been 
the  result  of  that  ?  It  was  a  purely 
voluntary  act  on  the  part  of  any  oflScer 
of  police,  who  had  no  greater  powers  than 
any  private  citizen.  Further,  the  local 
authorities,  as  had  been  pointed  out,  had 
entirely  neglected  their  duties  in  this 
respect.  Of  eighty-four  main  centres 
of  population  in  this  country  twenty-two 
had  provided  no  financial  assistance 
whatever  for  dealing  with  the  case  of  these 
destitute,  abandoned,  and  wandering 
children.  The  Education  Act  of  1871, 
which  had  been  wholly  ignored  in  the  pre- 
sent Bill,  contained  provisions  enabling  the 
education  authority  to  provide  industrial 
schools.  That  duty  had  been  wholly 
neglected.  What  he  suggested  to  the  right 
hon.  Genthman,  and  it  was  the  purpose  of 
the  Bill  which  stood  in  his  name,  was  that 
that  should  be  not  a  merely  permissive 
but  an  obligatory  duty,  and  that  instead 
of  saying  "  any  person  may,"  the  words 
should  be  "  a  police  or  education  officer 
shall,"  if  children  were  found  in  that 
condition  bring  them  before  a  justice 
so  that  he  might  give  directions  for 
them  to  be  sent  to  industrial  schools. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  per- 
haps shrunk  from  putting  that  clause 
into  the  Bill,  and  he  sympathised 
to  some  extent  with  him.  It  was  well 
known  that  industrial  school  accommoda- 
tion in  this  country  was  inadequate, 
though  not  everywhere.  He  was  per- 
fectly aware  that  in  some  places  there  had 
been  rather  a  superfluity  of  industrial 
school  accommodation.  But,  generally 
speaking,  the  supply  of  industrial  schools 
in  this  country  was  inadequate.  Over 
and  over  again  a  child  had  been  found 
in  the  custody  of  depraved  and  drunken 
parents  or  of  p  irents  living  by  the  most 
nefarious  methods  by  which  human  beings 
could  live.  The  mother  or  father  or 
both  might  have  been  brought  before  the 
magistrates,  and  yet  the  justices  were 
absolutely  powerless  to  send  the  children 
of  those  parents  to  an  industrial  school, 
because  the  managers  of  industrial  schools 
might  object  and  refuse  to  take  them  in. 
Consequently  those  children  were  sent  to 
the  workhouse  whilst  the  parents  were 


in  prison,   and  to   those  wretched  and 
depraved  parents  when  they  came  out  of 
prison    those    children    were    restored. 
What    was    contemplated    by    a    great 
philanthropist  and  reformer  should  be 
enacted  in  this  Bill,  and  if  there  was  no 
industrial  school  accommodation,  there 
should  be  imposed  upon  the  local  author- 
ity the  duty  of  providing  it.     He  cared 
little  about  the  plea  that  such  a  proposal 
would  involve   much   expense,    because 
he  believed  that  the  ultimate  saving   to 
the  State  by  the  rescuing  of  those  children 
would  repay  a  thousand-fold  any  tem- 
porary  expenditure   of  that   kind.     He 
wanted  to  ask  why  should  an  orphan 
imder  Section  66,  if  its  guardians  were  in 
priqpn,  be  deprived  of  the  benefit  of  an 
ind'istrial  school  ?     The  words  of  the  Act 
were  "  not  being  an  orphan."    He  thought 
that  was  a  reversal  of  the  Act  of  1866. 
The   orphan  child    went   to   the  work- 
house  and  he  urged  upon  the  Grovern- 
ment  the  desirability  of  removing  those 
unhappy    children    from    the    taint    of 
pauperism.     If  the  children  of  criminals 
were  to  be  sent  to  industrial  schools,  why 
in  the  name  of  common  sense  should  the 
children  of  criminals  who  laboured  imder 
the  disadvantage  of  being  orphans    be 
denied  the  benefit  of  industrial  schools 
and  be  compelled  to  go  to  the  workhouse  ? 
He   had   put   those    points    before   the 
House  in  no  spirit  of  hostility  to    the 
Bill.    If   the   present    Government   did 
nothing  more  than  introduce  and  carry 
into  law  this  measure  with  some  elimina- 
tions, amendments,  and  additions,  they 
would  earn  the  gratitude  of  the  country. 

Mr.  RAWLINSON  (Cambridge  Uni- 
versity) said  that,  after  the  brilliant 
speeches  which  had  been  delivered  on 
this  subject,  it  was  a  somewhat  thank 
less  task  to  say  one  word  in  criticism  of 
the  Bill.  The  Bill  contained  some  119 
clauses,  some  of  them  exceedingly  useful, 
but  there  were  a  large  number  of  new 
clauses  which  should.be  discussed  and 
considered,  and  many  opposed.  He  did 
not  think  any  legislation  of  the  kind 
proposed  could  permanently  be  of  use 
to  the  country  if  it  went  beyond  the 
range  of  popular  opinion  and  sentime^it. 
Unless  they  could  carry  the  people  with 
them  upon  such  a  measure,  they  would 
probably  do  more  harm  than  good.  The 
right  hon.   Gentleman  had   quoted   the 
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remark  of  tlie  gillie  :    **  Seize  the  young 
ones  and  the  old  stock  will  die  out." 
The   gillie  spoke   of  these  people   as  if 
they  were  a   warren  of  rabbits.    Was 
that  not  the  mistake  the  Bill  was  making  ? 
They  had  not  heard  a  word  about  the 
position  of  the  mother  of  the  children 
in    connection    with    these    cases.     He 
asked  the  House   to  consider  seriousiy 
the  position  of  those  mothers,  who  were 
often  hard-workii  g  people  and  had  great 
difficulty   in   bringing   up   their  family. 
Many  of  these  clauses  had  been  framed 
without  any  sympathy  at  all  for  working 
women   of   that    kind.     Clause    13    was 
extraordinarily    drafted    and    was    con- 
trary to  most  of  the  ordinary  principles 
of    legislation.  At  the   present  moBient 
it   was   not  an  ofience  to  leave  a  child 
in  a  room  with  an  open  fireplace  without 
a    fireguard.     The    Bill    did    not    make 
that  offence  a  crime,  but  if  the  child 
managed  to  pull  the  kettle  down  and 
cause    itself    serious    injury    it    was    a 
criminal  offence  and  the  mother  could 
be  fined.     Were  they  right   in   bringing 
in  such  a   clause   as    that,    which    pro- 
vided that  if  a  child  under  seven  years 
of  age  was  left  in   a   room  containing 
an   open   firegrate   not   sufficiently  pro 
tected  against  the  child  being  burnt  or 
scalded  and  without  reasonable  precau- 
tions against  that  risk  being  taken,  and 
the  child  suffered  serious  injury  or  death, 
that  should  constitute  a  criminal  ofience 
for  which  the  person  in  charge  could  be 
punished  ?     Was  it  a  fair  thing  to  make 
such  a  matter  as  that  a  criminal  ofEence  ? 
If  the  unfortunate  child  were  iniured  the 
woman  was  to  be  fined  the  sum  of  £20 
or  go  to  jail  if  she  could  not  pay.     The 
same  objection  held  good  in  regard  to 
Section   14,   which   made   it  an  ofEence 
whore  a  woman  overlay  her  child  un 
intentionally.     At  the  present  if  a  woman 
overlay   a    child    intentionally   it   came 
under    the    criminal    law.     Under    this 
section  it  was  an  offeree  if  a  woman 
overlay  a  child   under  three  years  un- 
intentioially,  and  in  that  case  she  was 
liable  to  a  ^nv^  oi  £10,  or,  in  case  of 
drurkenness,  £25.     He  wished  to  warn 
the  House  against  the  danger  of  multi- 
plying these  offences  where  there  was  no 
criminal  intention.     They  ought  not  to 
make  an  offence  a    criminal    act  unless 
the    person    had    a    criminal    intention. 
Could  there  be  any  possible  defence  for 
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making  a  criminal  of  a  woman  who  unin- 
tentionally overlay  her  child  after  ccming 
home    from    work   dead    tired  ?     What 
defence  was  there  for  fining  a  woman 
£10   under    those  circumstances?     Was 
that  showing  any  sympathy  for  the  cl  ss 
of  persons  who  would  be  dealt  with  by 
the  Bill  ?     He  also  wished  to  deal  with 
one    or    two    other    sections.     He    had 
already  said  that  they  ought  not  to  go 
beyond   the   limits   of  popular   opinion 
upon    questions    of    this    kind.     Other 
clauses  of  the  Bill  dealt  with  juvenile 
smokers,  and  that  was  a  matter  which 
ought  not  to  be  dealt  with  b'ghtly.    Ihe 
House  had   been  told  of  the   frightful 
effects  which  smoking  had   upon  boys 
under  the  age  of  sixteen.    He  admitted 
that,  but  did  the  Bill  really  deal  effec- 
tively, in  a  nation  which  had  not  lost  its 
sense    of    humour,    with    that   offence! 
The   Bill   was   somewhat  badly  drawn, 
because  not  only  did  itmakeanoffer.ee  of 
smoking  in  the  streets,  but  in  the  event  of 
any  boy  or  girl  being  fomid  in  possession 
of  cigarettes  or  tobacco,  whether  for  their 
own  smoking  or  not — even  if  a  girl  was 
taking  back  for  her  father  a  packet  of 
cigarettes — it  would  be  the  duty  of  the 
policeman     to     search,    and     it   would 
be     an     offence     under     the     section. 
He     was     aware    that     the     case     of 
a  girl  bringing  home  the  cigarettes  was 
not  intended  to  be  dealt  with  and  might 
be  altered    in    Committee,  but    it    was 
to  be  made  an  offence  for  young  boys 
under  sixteen  to  smoke  a  cigarette  in  the 
street.    In  such  cases  it  would  be  the  duty 
of  the  police  to  bring  those  boys  before  the 
nearest    magistrate.      What    was     that 
tribunal  to  do  ?    Let  them  take  the  case 
of  a  boy  caught  in  the  act  of  smoking. 
He  was  to  be  taken,  he  supposed,  before 
the  magistrate,  who  would  be  the  child- 
magistrate,  to  deal  with  children's  cases 
only.    Of    course    he    was    aware   that 
no  hon.  Member  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons ever  smoked  a  cigarette  before  he 
was   sixteen,   but   many   of  them    had 
friends    at    school    who    did.     If  they 
were      taken      before     the     children's 
magistrate   or    the   schoolmaster,    what 
would  be  the  right  way  to  deal  with  an 
offence   of   that  kind  under    tlie   Bill? 
\\hat    had    the    magistrate    power    to 
do  ?    Simply    to    reprimand    the  boy; 
that  was  all  he  could  do.    It  stmck  him 
that  some  boys  would  not  be  terrified  at 
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a  reprimand  by  a  police  magistrate. 
The  boy,  if  he  smoked  another  cigarette 
in  the  presence  of  the  police,  could 
be  arrested,  and  for  the  seoond  time 
b nought  before  a  magistrate,  and  he 
might  be  fined  as  much  as  5s.  He  be- 
lieved that  boys  under  sixteen  very  often 
had  not  5d.  What  were  they  going  to 
do  then  ?  If  the  boy  had  a  parent  they 
might  get  it  out  of  him. 


Mr.     HERBERT     SAMUEL : 
would  be  very  effective. 


That 


Mr.  RAWLINSON  asked  what  they 
thought  the  parent  would  do  with  the 
boy.  If  they  meant  the  parent  to  do 
anything,  why  had  that  not  been  pro- 
vided for  in  the  Bill  ?  If  there  was  no 
parent  to  pay  the  fine  the  boy  could  not 
be  sent  to  prison.  He  was  to  be  sent  to 
an  industrial  school. 

Mr.  HERBERT  SAMUEL  :  Nothing 
of  the  kind.  He  is  to  be  sent  to  a  place 
of  detention. 

Mr.  RAWLINSON  said  the  boy  was  to 
be  sent  to  a  place  where  he  would  be  kept 
at  the  expense  of  the  State  for  a  term  to 
be  fixed  by  the  magistrate.     Were  these 
clauses  likely  to  be  effective  in  dealing 
with  such  a  matter  ?    Whether  or  not 
they  approved  of  juvenile  smoking,  were 
they    justified    in    interfering   in    that 
way  1     He    hoped    he    had    not    dealt 
unsympathetically   with   the   points   to 
which  he  had  called  attention.     Referring 
to  the  provisions  of  the  Bill  as  to  the 
children  of  vagrants,  he  asked  whether  it 
was  absolutely  right  to  take  away  a  child 
from  its  mother  who  was  not  ill-treating 
it  and  in  whose  society  the  child  was 
perfectly   happy,   though   probably  not 
properly    educated.     He    thought    the 
House   should   hesitate   before  granting 
such  a  power  to  any  public  authority, 
except   in   the    case   of  girls   who   were 
living    in  brothels.     He    was    glad   the 
Bill  contained  a  clause  providing  that 
when  children  were  committed  to  the 
care  of  persons  or  institutions  the  religion 
of  the  parents  was  to  be  ascertained,  so 
that  the  children  should  have   the  re- 
ligious teaching  of  the  denomination  to 
which  the  parents  belonged.     Did  it  not 
occur  to  the  Government  that  a  similar 
clause  might  be  applied  in  regard  to  the 


religious  education  of  children  who  we: 
not  separated  from  their  parents  and 
who  were  not  sent  to  institutions  in 
respect  of  misdemeanours  ?  He  had 
not  criticised  the  clauses  of  which  he 
approved,  his  only  desire  at  present  being 
to  bring  to  light  the  clauses  with  which 
he  disagreed. 

♦Mr.  ELLIS  (Nottinghamshire,  Rush- 
cliffe)  said  the  Home  Secretary  and  his 
very     eflScient     Under-Secretary     might 
on  the  whole  be  congratulated  on  the 
manner    in    which    the    Bill    had    been 
received.     It  was  a  large  measure  and  it 
raised    a    good    many    questions,    some 
of  which   needed    carefil    examination. 
He     did     not    understand     the      hon. 
and    learned    Member    for     Cambridge 
University  to  indicate  disapproval  of  the 
principle    of    the    Bill,    though    he    dis- 
approved of  particular  clauses.     He  had 
always  understood  that  detailed  criticism 
of  the  clauses  of  a  Bill  was  reserved  for 
the  Committee  Stage,  and,  therefore,  he 
would   not   at   present    follow   the    line- 
taken  by  the  hon.  and  learned  (Jentleman. 
He  accepted  the  statement  that  no  Bill 
of  this  character  should  go  far  in  advance 
of    public    opinion.     They    would  make 
the  law  ridiculous  if  they  attempted  in 
such  matters  as  this  Bill  dealt  with  to 
carry   out  something   which   the  people 
at  large  would  not  unite  in  supporting. 
He  rose  to  answer  the  question  asked 
earlier  in  the  evening  by  the  right  hon- 
Grentleman    the    Member    for    the    St.- 
Augustine's  division  of  Kent.     On  the 
First   Reading  of  the   Bill  the  Under- 
Secretary  for  the  Home  Department  in 
his   very  luminous  speech  pointed  out 
that  there  was  one  aspect  of  the' matter 
on   which  there   were   two   currents   of 
philanthropic     opinion     running     very 
strongly,   namely,   whether  the   Act   of 
1897  should  or  should  not  be  extended, 
to  what  were  known  as  one-child  homes. 
That  matter  was  referred  by  the  Govern- 
ment   to    a     Select     Committee,    which 
was  appointed  on   11th    February,   and 
its  Report  had  been  laid  on  the  Table 
of  the  House   that  day.     It  would   be 
printed   in   a    day   or   two   and   in   the 
hands     of    Members     of     the      House 
before  the  Bill  was    discussed  in  Com- 
mittee.    He    hoped    they    would    think 
that   the   Committee   of   which   he   was 
Chairman  had  performed  their  duties  in 
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a  biisbiesslike  way.  They  hoard  a  great 
deal  of  evidence  from  people  who  spoke, 
more  or  less,  in  a  representative  capacity. 
It  was  not  much  use  getting  mere  in- 
dividual opinions  on  a  matter  of  that 
kind.  They  heard  a  great  volume  of 
miimpeachable  evidence  as  to  the  gross 
carelessness,  neglect,  bad  treatment,  and 
even  cruelty,  in  some  cases  very  great 
cruelty,  to  children  in  one-child  homes. 
In  two  or  three  cases  the  severest  penalty 
of  the  law  had  been  inflicted  for 
murder  of  children  in  these  homes. 
The  witnesses,  who  included  members  of 
philanthropic  societies  and  officials,  gave 
evidence  which  had  not  been  displaced 
in  any  way,  and  they  all  strongly  recom- 
mended the  inclusion  of  the  one-child 
homes  in  the  operation  of  the  Bill. 
Then  there  followed  a  stream  of  evidence 
from  witnesses,  representing  other  phil- 
anthropic agencies,  who  thought  that 
the  inclusion  of  the  one -child  home 
would  arouse  great  repugnance  on  the 
part  of  those  who  kept  such  homes,  and 
that  it  would  create  difficulties  in  regard 
to  the  finding  of  such  homes.  The 
Committee  listened  with  great  attention 
to  these  witnesses,  having  regard  to 
their  services  ;  but  they  did  not  feel  that 
their  evidence  had  displaced  that  of 
those  who  desired  the  inclusion  of 
one-child  homes.  Therefore,  the  Com- 
mittee came  unanimously  to  the  con- 
clusion that  the  one-child  home  should 
be  included  in  the  Bill.  He  him- 
self had  entered  into  the  investigations 
of  the  Committee  with  a  perfectly  open 
mind,  and  he  had  unhesit-i^tii  gly  arrived 
at  the  conclusion  to  which  the  Com- 
mittee had  imanimously  come.  But 
it  wr.s  felt  that  some  of  the  objecti<ms 
raised  by  some  of  th*^  witnesses  against 
this  inclusion  deserved  serious  considera- 
tion. The  Committee  i  ho  unanimously, 
theref*  re,  came  to  the  conclusion  that 
it  would  be  better  under  the  Bill  to 
give  local  authorities  the  power  of 
exemption  of  inspection  of  homes,  as 
to  the  bona  fides  and  character  of 
which  they  were  absolutely  satisfied. 
The  home  should  be  inspected  in  the 
first  place,  and  if  the  local  authority  was 
satisfied  it  m'ght  be  ]  la  ed  under 
a"'  philanthropic  body,  a-  d  the  power 
of  exemption  be  exercised.  He  was  very 
strongly  of  opinion — and  he  would  be 
confirmed  in  that  by  his  hon.  colleague 

Mr  Ellis. 


the  Member  for  ChnBtchnrcli  (who  had, 
after  two  years  silence,  made  sut^h  an 
excellent  contribution  to  their  discussion 
that  evening) — ^that  inspection  entirely 
depended  upon  the  character  of  the  person 
who  made  it.  The  Committee,  therefore, 
inserted  the  suggestion  in  their  Report 
that  the  inspector  should  be  a  woman 
whose  heart  was  in  the  matter.  They  had 
more  than  one  lady  as  a  witness  who  had 
filled  that  office  and  they  were  very 
much  impressed  with  the  spirit  in  which 
they  evidently  conducted  their  work. 
The  Committee  further  deprecated  any 
sort  of  officialism  which  would  inter- 
fere with  any  woman  who  entered  upon 
the  work  of  taking  children  into  a 
home,  not  from  motives  of  gain,  bat 
inspired  by  a  feeling  of  afEection  for 
children  at  large,  or  some  particular 
child.  The  Conmiittee  deprecated  any 
officialism  which  would  chill  or  in  any 
A  ay  impair  that  sentiment.  They  also 
unanimously  came  to  the  agreement  that 
the  age-limit  should  be  raised  to  seven 
years.  The  Lord- Advocate  at  the  outset 
of  his  remarks  indicated  very  clearly 
the  imderlying  sentiment  on  which  the 
Bill  rested.  It  came  from  that  rising 
spirit  of  humanitarianism  which  they  saw 
and  were  thankful  for  in  the  present  day 
and  generation.  They  had  discarded 
the  old  idea  that  the  State  should  not  do 
this,  that,  or  the  other  thing.  He  had 
been  very  much  touched  by  some  of  the 
Lord-Advocate's  remarks  in  regard  to 
the  horrors  of  woman  and  child  labour 
in  the  old  days  ;  and  he  was  thankful  to 
have  lived  to  see  the  day  when  a  Bill  like 
this  had  been  brought  forward — a  Bill 
saturated  with  the  rising  spirit  of  humani* 
tarianism.  He  k  le  v  amo  g  thoie  who.n 
he  represe  .ted  ard  he  thoight  in  the 
CO  m try  a  largi  there  was  a  great 
volume  of  current  opinion  in  favour 
of  it,  and  he  hoped  that  it  would  become 
I  an  Act  of  Parliament  without  delay,  and 
I  with  the  consent  of  all  parties  in  the 
■  House. 

'  *Mr.  HUGH  LAW  (Donegal,  W.)  said 
.  that  the  Bill  on  its  first  reading  met  with 
I  warm  approval  from  all   quarters,  not 

least  from  the  Irish  Members ;  and  so 
I  far  as  its  general  scope  was  concerned 

those  warm  feelings  had  not  changed 
!  since  in  any  way.  There  were,  however, 
j  a  few  matters  on  which  the  Bill  proposed 
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changes  in  the  existing  law  that  were 
not  altogether  consistent  with  the  ex- 
perience of  Irish  Members.  He  referred 
specially  to  Part  IV.  which  dealt  with  in- 
•dustrial  and  reformatory  schools.  Under 
the  existing  law  destitute  orphan  children 
had  been  committed  to  industrial  schools, 
but  under  "Clause  56  that  would  in  future 
be  impossibl*^.  He  had  no  knowledge 
of  how  far  that  might  or  might  not  be 
desirable  in  England,  but  it  was  quite 
<^ertain  that  such  a  change  would  be 
bitterly  resented  in  Ireland  where  there 
was  a  great  deal  of  feeling  in  regard  to 
industrial  schools.  They  did  not  in 
Ireland  regard  industrial  schools  as  of  the 
nature  of  penal  settlement  -,  and  in  this 
respct  there  should  be  no  change 
made  in  the  existing  law.  Much  as  they 
desired  to  see  the  Bill  go  through,  he 
hoped  that  the  Grovernment  would  be 
able  to  meet  the  wishes  of  the  Irish 
Members  in  this  respect  or  their  attitude 
to  the  measure  would  become  more 
hostile  than  at  present.  In  Clause 
118,  which  applied  the  Bill  to  Ireland, 
there  were  certain  exclusions  which  did 
not  seem  to  him  justified.  He  could 
see  no  reason  for  making  a  difference 
between  England  and  Ireland  in  the 
matter  of  the  power  of  sending  a  child 
to  an  industrial  school  on  the  ground 
that  it  was  uncontrollable.  That  power 
was  dealt  with  in  Sub-sections  3,  4  and 
6  of  Clause  56.  He  also  seriously  ob- 
jected to  the  exclusion  of  Ireland  bom 
the  provisions  of  Sections  73  to  79  which 
dealt  with  the  establishment  of  day 
industrial  schools.  They  had  more 
than  once  impressed  on  the  present 
and  other  Governments  the  desirability 
of  establishing  day  industrial  schools 
in  Ireland,  and  there  was  no  reason 
that  he  could  see  for  excluding  Ire- 
land from  the  benefit  of  such  institu- 
tions. If  they  were  needed  in  England 
they  were  no  less  needed  in  Ireland — 
especially  in  the  case  of  children  of  the 
very  poor.  He  was  sorry  to  say  that 
there  were  a  very  large  number  of 
poor  people  in  Dublin.  One-third 
of  the  population  lived  in  tene- 
ments and  a  larger  proportion  in  one- 
roomed  dwellirgs  than  in  any  city  in 
the  United  Kingdom,  except  Glasgow. 
That  being  so,  it  would  be  evident 
that  if  day  industrial  schools  were 
necessary  in  other  parts  of  the  United 


Kingdom  they  were  not  less  likely  to  be 
necessary  in  Ireland.  He  hoped  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  in  charge  of  the 
Bill  would  be  able  to  give  the  Irish 
Members  a  favourable  reply  on  that 
matter.  Other  points  in  connection  with 
the  application  of  the  Bill  to  Ireland 
would  be  dealt  with  in  Committee,  but 
he  might  say  that  he  was  not  altogether 
happy  as  to  Clause  13,  which  seemed  to 
throw  upon  poor  parents  a  very  serious 
obligation.  These  things  apart  he  wel- 
comed the  Bill  very  cordially;  he  was 
particularly  glad  to  observe  the  clause 
which  dealt  with  the  detention  of  juve- 
nile offenders,  and  he  would  like  to  see 
the  Bill  go  further  in  that  respect.  He 
wished  it  was  possible  to  provide  not  only 
for  a  separate  room  but  for  a  separate 
building  for  the  trial  of  juvenile 
offenders,  but  he  knew  that  was  a  very 
difficult  matter  in  many  places.  For 
the  rest  he  thought  they  must  all  wel- 
come the  provisions  of  the  Bill,  and  he 
thought  there  would  be  hardly  any 
dissent  to  its  proposals  to  bring  the 
imprisonment  of  child  offenders  to  an 
end.  When  the  Under-Secretary  in- 
troduced the  Bill  an  hon.  friend  of  his 
told  him  a  very  significant  story.  He 
said  that  during  one  of  those  periods 
of  detention  in  one  of  His  Majesty's 
gaols,  which  fell  to  the  lot  of  Irish 
Members  now  and  again,  when  this 
country  had  one  of  its  recurring  fits  of 
repression,  he  heard  a  child  crjring  con- 
tinually in  the  prison.  He  made  in- 
quiries as  to  the  cause,  and  he  learned 
^at  it  was  a  little  lad,  twelve  years 
of  age,  who  had  been  sent  by  the 
magistrates  all  the  way  from  Oalway 
to  Mountjoy  prison  in  Dublin  for  thie 
heinous  and  horrible  offence  of  stealing 
apples.  He  ventured  to  hope  that  by 
the  action  of  the  Government  it  would 
be  made  for  ever  impossible  that  any- 
thing so  stupid  and  so  cruel  and  utterly 
unjustifiable  sh  )uld  hen  eforth  take  place. 

♦Mr.  H.  J.  TENNANT  (Berwickshire) 
said  he  would  like  to  associate  himself 
at  the  outset  with  a  very  eloquent 
passage  in  the  speech  of  the  Lord- Advo- 
cate, in  which  he  alluded  to  the  genesis 
of  this  Bill  beirg  the  livening  and 
quickening  sense  of  responsibility 
which  had  been  gradually  gro.ving 
towards      the     potential      citizens j^of 
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^me.    The  downward  path  of  these  boys  I  much   we   may   have    been   tempted   to 

'ickly  trodden.     As  soon  as  their  business    :«^i„j       -x  i.*  i.     ^i.  -• 

^  wanes,  they  sink  lower  in  the  social    '"^^^^«     I*:     ^'J.    .^'.^^^^     *^«^  .   '?     ^^3^ 

^d  adopt  less  honest  means  of  liveli-    considerable     division     of     opinion     m 

'>ming  for  the  most  part  racecourse    this     House.       Some     Members     would 

1    travelUnflr   thieves   and   loafers,    have     greatly    desired     to    have    dealt 

"t  tonlrwherhTgettf:    f'^  '^^  ^--ti-  °^  '^^^^V""  P^^"^" 
id    gambling.    They    dislike  |  mouses,    certainly   it    nught    have    been 
•re  honest  work ;  they  become  i  desirable  in  this  Bill  to  deal  with  the- 
re s  of  chance,  and  without  am-  I  question  of  street  tradinff  to  which  the- 

referred,   but  the  late  Home  Secretary 

ould   welcome  a  Bill   which  dealt '  very  distinctly  said  in  his  speech  thia 

ih  street  trading.     He  trusted  he  had  I  afternoon  that  either  of  those  subject* 


not  laid  himself  open  to  misconstruction 
by  these  criticisms.  The  late  Home  Secre- 
tary had  rather  pooh-poohed  portions 
of  the  Bill  as  being  grandmotherly  legis- 
lation, and  perhaps  he  was  tainted  with 
a  desire  for  that  kind  of  law,  but  it  was 
preferable  to  that  obtained  by  talking 
of  the  lone  lorn  widow  who  was  to    be 


would  have  introduced  a  controversial 
element.  And  with  regard  to  street 
trading  I  would  point  out  that  after 
all  there  are  powers  under  the  existing 
law  to  deal  with  the  evils  which 
arise,  the  Employment  of  Children  Act 
having  been  placed  upon  the  Statute- 
book   only   five   years   ago.     The   great 


prevented  from  earning  her  livelihood    majority    of    the     large     towns     have 
if  the  State  stepped  in.     He  welcomed  -     ^       - 

the  Bill  because  it  translated  into  legis- 
lative action  the  hopes  and  ideals  which 
ardent  social  reformers  had  held  any 
time  during  the  last  ten  or  twelve  years 


made  bye -laws  to  suppress  the  worst 
evils  of  street  trading,  and  it  is 
rather  early  to  say  that  it  is  urgently 
necessary  to  amend  the  law  in  that 
particular.     Although  the  Bill  is  a  large 


more  than  any  other  Bill  which  they  one,  and  although  we  haVe  necessarily  ex 
had  had  before  the  House.  As  such  he  .  eluded  many  matters  which  some  hon. 
welcomed  it  with  satisfaction,  and  \^  ished  Members  desire  to  see  dealt  with,  there 
it  Godspeed.  |  is    ^ng     ^^^t    has    not    been    referred 

I  to  this  afternoon,  and  which  does  not 
♦Mr.  HERBERT  SAMUEL :  I  must  I  find  a  place  in  the  Bill,  which  we 
thank  hon.  Members  who  have  spoken  I  desire  to  add  in  the  Committee  stage. 
for  the  generally  favourable  recep- '  My  right  hon.  friend  the  Home  Secretary 
tion  which  they  have  accorded  to  I  has  been  greatly  impressed  by  the  terrible 
this  Bill.  I  think  the  House  as  a  catastrophes  that  occur  from  time  to  time 
whole  welcomes  the  opportunity  of  ,  through  fires  in  theatres  and  elsewhere 
giving  better  protection  ad  guidance  to  ,'  where  entertainments  are  given  for  the 
those  large  sections  of  the  child  popu-  benefit  of  children.  The  recent  catas- 
lation  of  the  country  who  stand  so  trophe  at  Barnsley,  where  a  large  number 
much  in  need  of  it.  I  must  specially  i  of  little  ones  met  their  death,  and  othera 
express  my  gratitude  to  the  late  !  both  in  this  country  and  abroad,  have 
Home  Secretary,  speaking  for  the  brought  home  to  his  mind  the  necessity 
Opposition,  for  the  general  approval  he  for  the  provision  of  some  greater  security 
gave  to  this  measure.     As  I  said  on  the  ,'  for  the  safety  of  children  attending  in 


First  Reading  of  the  Bill,  the  Grovern- 
ment  in  introducing  a  long  and  com- 
plicated measure  of  this  kind  in  a  session 
crowded  with  controversial  measures  are  I 


large  numbers  entertainments  of  thia 
character.  In  the  Committee  I  shall 
therefore    move    the    following    clause : 

"Where  an  entertainment  for  children,  or 


largely  dependent  upon  the  goodwill  of  j  any  entertainment  at  which  the  majority  of 
hon.  Members  opposite  to  pass  it  into  the  persons  attending  are  children,  is  provided, 
l««r  ar^A  +v,of  «^^wi».;n  T  «,«  u«««,.  4.^  and  the  numljer  of  children  who  attend  the 
law,  and  that  good^Mll  I  am  happy  to  ,ntertainment  exceeds  100,  and  access  to 
think  the  Opposition  are  giving  m  full  any  part  of  the  building  in  which  children  are 
measure.     That  general  measure  of  agree-    accommodated  is  by  stairs,  it  shall  be  the  duty 

ment  between  the  two  sides  of  the  House  ;  ^^  ^^^  P^'^""  ^^^^  provides  the  entertainment 
"I  ^  11  1^1  •   -J  '  to  station  and  keep  stationed  on  the  stairs  a 

has  only  been  arrived  at  by  our  rigid  ex-  sufficient  number  of  adult  attendants,  properly 
elusion   of   any   subject,  no   matter  how    instructed  as  to  their  duties,  to  prevent  more 
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children  or  other  persons  1)eing  admitted  to 
Any  8uch  part  of  tne  building  than  that  part 
•can  properly  accommodate  and  to  control  the 
movement  of  tlie  children  and  other  persons 
admitted  to  any  snch  part  whilst  entenng  and 
leaving,  and  to  take  all  other  reasonable  pre- 
■cautions  for  the  safety  of  the  children." 

Then  there  follow  certain  mrxhinery 
provisions  for  securing  the  enforcement 
of  that  clause  and  making  it  clear  as  to 
what  kind  of  entertainment  it  applies 
to.  .  I  would  add  that  this  clause  does 
not  apply  to  any  entertammeuts  given 
in  any  private  dwelling  house.  The 
enactment  of  this  clause  will,  v  e  hope,  go 
-very  far  to  prevent  the  possibility  of  the 
recurrence  of  those  terrible  catastrophes 
which  have  more  than  once  shocked  the 
feelings  of  the  whole  nation.  To-day  a 
very  large  variety  of  suggestions  have 
been  made  for  the  amendment  of  this 
Bill,  but  mcst  of  them  have  regard  to 
points  of  detail  and  can  be  dealt  with  in 
"Committee.  I  can  assure  the  House  that 
in  Committee  the  Government  will  most 
<jordially  welcome  any  suggestions  made 
for  the  improvement  of  the  Bill.  I  will 
only  deal  to-day  with  a  few  of  the  more 
important  suggestions  touching  the  larger 
•questions  of  principle.  With  regard  to 
the  first  portion  of  the  Bill  dealing  with 
infant  life  protection,  I  thin.k  the  House 
owes  a  debt  of  gratitude  to  my  right  hon . 
friend  the  Member  for  the  Rushclif!e 
Division  of  Notts  and  his  colleagues  on 
the  Select  Committee,  for  the  expe<lition 
and  the  care  with  which  they  have  con- 
sidered the  question  submitted  to  them 
by  the  House.  That  Committee  was 
thoroughly  impartial.  I  took  particular 
care  before  they  were  appointed  to  see 
that  no  member  nominated  had 
prc-conceived  opinions  upon  the  ques- 
tion, and  they  have  come  to  the 
tmanimous  conclusion  that  those  persons 
who  undertake  the  care  of  one  child, 
whether  f<^r  a  lump  sum  or  a  recurring 
payment  shf.ll  be  brought  under  the 
Act.  That  is  the  conclusion  which  my 
own  investigations  lead  me  heartily  to 
endorse,  and  it  will  be  a  matter  of  great 
satisfaction  to  mo  to  propose  in  Com- 
mittee machinery'  for  carr^'ing  into  efEect 
the  recommendation  of  the  Select  Com- 
mittee. Certain  of  the  clauses  of  the 
sec  or  d  ptrt  of  the  Bill  have  been  some- 
what severely  crit  i<ised  by  one  or  tw<^  hon. 
Members,  but  I  should  be  sorr}'  indeed 
to  give  up  any  of  those   <  Iruses   which 

Mr,  Eerlni  Samuel. 


relate  to  the  provision  of  fire-gtiards  and 
the  death  of  children  through  ove:l>ing. 
I  would  point  out  that  during  last  year 
a  private  Member's  Bill  was  introduced 
into  this  House,  and  although  it  did  not 
receive  a  Second  Reading  it  obtained  a 
large  measure  of  support  from  both  sides 
of  the  House.    That  Bill  dealt  with  the 
deaths  of  children  from  fire  and  overlying. 
It    was    the     result     of     deliberations 
conducted  not  by  fanatical  enthusiasts, 
but  by  responsible  authorities  who  had 
a  first  claim  to  speak  on  the  subject— 
the  Coroners*  Society,  the  British  Medical 
Society,  and  the  National  Society  for  the 
Prevention  of  Cruelty  to    Children,  all 
collaborated  to  secure  the  drafting  and 
the  introduction  of  that  Bill,  and  the 
opinion  of  those  societies  is,  I  submit, 
entitled  to  great  weight  in  this  House. 
The   hon.    Member   for  the   Cambridge 
University  said  it  was  a  wrong  thing  to  do 
to  make  it  an  offence  if  a  child  was  burned 
to  death,  if  that  child  was  left  alone  in  a 
room  with  an  unprotected  fire,  while  we 
did  not  make  it  an  offence  to  leave  the 
fire    unprotected.     I  think  in  our  law 
there  are  many  cases  where  a  disaster 
occurring  makes  that  an  offence  which 
is    not     an    offence    in    itself    if    no 
disaster  occurs.      And  the    late    Secre- 
tary   of    State    has    pointed    out    that 
it  is  impracticable  to  make  a  law  that 
parents  shall  guard  their  fires  when  their 
children  are  left  alone  in  a  room,  because 
you  cannot  enforce  such  legislation.    You 
can   only   enforce   this   law   when   the 
injury  discloses  the  circumstance.    You 
cannot  establish  an  inspectorate  to  go 
into  private  houses  and  see  that  the  fires 
are  guarded,  but  at  the  same  time  I  think 
the   facts   that  there   are    1,600  deaths 
every  year,  and  serious  injuries  to  many 
more  children  from  this  cause,  comx>el 
this    House    to    take    action,    and    the 
only  possible  form    of    action    is    that 
proposed  by  this  Bill.    With  regard  to 
overlying,    the     right    hon.    Gentleman 
opposite  said  the  real  cause  of  death  of 
infants  under  these  circumstances  is  to  be 
fouT\d  in  the  overcrowding  of  the  poorer 
districts.     That     is    imdoubtedly    true. 
Where     people     are     not    overcrowded, 
I  children  are  not  overlaid,  but  is  it  to 
!  be  contended  for  a  moment  that  this 
holocaust  of  infant  life  is  to  go  on  till 
I  we  solve  the  housing  problem  t  Although 
!  we  take  action  year  by  year  to  remedy 
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the  evil  of  overcrOTiding,  and  although 
the  Government  propose  before  long  to 
introduce  further  legislation  to  advance 
that  object,  I  think  the  House  would 
be  building  on  a  slender  foundation 
indeed  if  they  said  the  housing  problem 
would  be  solved  at  so  early  a  date  that 
it  was  not  necessary  to  take  direct  action 
to  prevent  overlying.  I  think  public 
opinion  welcomes  these  clauses  which 
deal  with  the  death  of  children  from 
fire  and  from  overlying.  Some  Members 
have  suggestions  to  make  with  regard  to 
the  penalties  imposed  in  these  cases. 
That  is  a  matter  for  the  Committee,  but 
the  purpose  of  the  clauses  I  trust 
will  commend  itself  to  the  House. 
I  now  turn  to  the  third  part  of 
the  Bill  which  deals  with  the  ques- 
tion of  juvenile  smoking.  Some 
hon.  Members  have  commented  upon 
what  they  consider  the  impracticable 
nature  of  some  of  the  provisions  pro- 
posed, but  I  would  point  out  that  this 
question  has  been  examined  by  three 
separate  Committees  or  Commissions — 
the  Committee  on  Physical  Deteriora- 
tion, the  Royal  Commission  on  Physical 
Training,  and  a  Conmiittee  of  the  House 
of  Lords  specially  appointed  to  consider 
this  particular  subject — and  all  three 
came  to  the  unanimous*  conclusion  that 
this  evil  of  juvenile  smoking  was  not  to 
be  put  aside  as  something  unimportant, 
but  that  it  was  a  real  cause  of 
physical  deterioration  in  the  child  life 
of  the  country.  I  would  ask  the  House 
to  read  the  Report  of  the  Committee  of 
the  House  of  Lords  and  the  evidence 
before  it,  and  if  they  do,  I  thirk 
they  will  find  abundant  proof  in  the 
evidence  of  medical  r.uthorities,  and 
of  social  workers  among  the  poorer 
classes,  that  this  is  a  rapidly  growing 
evil  for  which  a  remedy  should  be  found. 
This  House  ought  not  to  put  aside  as 
of  no  account  the  deliberate  and  unani- 
mous verdict  of  three  separate  inquiries. 
With  regard  to  the  powers  of  the  police 
to  confiscate  tobacco  in  the  hands  of 
children  found  smoking,  I  would  like 
to  point  out  that  if  that  power  was  not 
given  to  them  there  \a  no  power  to 
jwevent  the  smokini^  in  the  streets  which 
is  so  rife  among  the  little  boys  of  the 
country,  other  than  <  barging  them  before 
the  Courts.  What  is  the  alternative:  are 
aU  these  children  to  he  broimht  before  the 


Police  Courts  ?  Reformed  as  those  Courts 
will  be  by  this  Bill,  it  is  most  desirable  to 
prevent  these  children  being  brought  into 
them  and  charged  with  this  trivial  offence. 
It  is  considered  more  desirable  that  the 
little  boy's  tobacco  should  be  confiscated 
rather  than  he  should  be  made  a 
defendant  in  a  legal  process,  and  this 
is  the  action  recommended  by  the 
Committee  of  the  House  of  Lords.  I 
agree  that  no  methods  of  legal  repression 
in  matters  of  this  kind  can  be  completely 
effective.  I  agree  that  if  this  Bill  is 
placed  on  the  Statute  Book  in  the  form 
in  which  it  now  is,  we  should  find  that 
juvenile  smoking  would  not  be  completely 
and  finally  suppressed.  But  although  the 
discipline  of  the  State  can  never  be  so 
effective  as  that  of  the  home,  the  State 
must  step  in  w^here  the  discipline 
of  the  home  is  absent,  and  I 
believe  that  these  clauses  will  go 
far  to  suppress  juvenile  smoking 
directly.  Indirectly,  it  will  go  still 
further,  because  once  the  law  becomes 
known  throughout  the  nation  ;  once  it 
becomes  known  that  after  considering 
this  matter  Parliament  has  enacted 
this  law,  public  opinion  will  become  in- 
•  reasingly  active  and  eager  to  suppress  the 
practice  which  has  been  condemned. 
In  regard  to  the  part  of  the  Bill  relatirg 
to  reformatory  and  industrial  schools,  I 
will  deal  frst  with  what  has  been 
said  by  the  hon.  Member  opposite  speak- 
ing for  the  Irish  Members.  On  the  two 
(hief  questions  to  which  he  has  referred,  I 
think  I  shall  be  able  fully  to  meet  his 
wishes.  In  Ireland  there  are  orphans 
who  come  under  the  provisions  relating 
to  industrial  schools  merely  because 
they  are  orphans  and  destitute ;  and 
I  cannot  refrain  from  expressing  the 
opinion  that,  as  a  matter  of  principle^ 
they  are  far  better  dealt  with  by  the  Poor 
Law  than  by  the  Industrial  school  system. 
Although  a  similar  provision  exists  in 
the  English  law  which  enables  orphans 
to  be  sent  to  the  industrial  schools,  yet, 
last  year,  throughout  the  whole  of 
the  country,  only  six  children  were  sent^ 
and  the  year  before  only  three  children 
were  sent.  I  think  that  it  would  be 
undesirable  to  use  the  industrial  school 
system  for  Poor  Law  cases.  But  in 
Ireland  the  public  hold  the  opposite  view. 
The  circumstances  there  are  very  dif- 
ferent, and  a  very  much  larger  number 
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of  rhildrwi  are  sent  to  the  Irish  schools 
as  being  orphans  and  destitute,  than  are 
sent  in  this  country.  Over  200  were  sent 
in  Ireland  as  compared  with  a  mere 
handful  in  Flngland.  That  being  the 
vivA?y  and  as  it  is  understood  that  no 
change  in  the  law  should  be  made  by  this 
Bill  which  is  strongly  objected  to 
by  any  large  body  of  the  community, 
the  (government  will  be  \N'illing  to 
projwse  in  Committee  an  Amend- 
ment to  the  Irish  Clause,  makuig 
it  clear  that  the  law  in  that  par- 
ticular shall  be  left  in  the  state  in  which 
it  now  is.  With  regard  to  the  second 
proposal  of  the  hon.  Member  that  the 
existing  law  should  be  extended  by  apply- 
ing to  Ireland  the  provisions  of  the  law 
of  England  in  reganl  to  day  industrial 
schools,  that,  I  think,  is  a  very  reason- 
able demand.  The  day  industrial  schools 
in  England  perform  a  most  necessary 
function.  They  do  not  exist  at  all  in 
Ireland.  Tliere  is  no  provision  on  the 
Statute  Bi>ok  enabling  them  to  be  estab- 
lished, and  the  Government  will  gladly 
seize  the  opportimity  afforded  by  the 
introduction  of  this  Bill  to  extend  the 
Elnglish  day  industrial  school  clauses, 
perhaps  with  some  modifications  which 
may  Ih»  neiessitated  by  the  different 
conditions  of  Ireland,  to  that  country. 
As  to  the  smaller  }H>ints  of  detail 
to  which  my  hon.  friend  n^ferw^d,  I 
will  ask  him  to  allow  me  to  reserve 
thorn  for  further  coi\sideration.  The 
hon.  and  loarnovl  MomWr  for  North- 
West  Durham  urged  that  Clause  56 
of  the  Bill  needs  strengthening  and 
exteT\sit»n  i:i  certain  directions.  He  made 
the  statement  that  there  are  30,000 
ohildnMi  wh«»  ought  now  to  be  com- 
mitted to  the  industrial  st*hoi^ls  who  an? 
left  neglected  ar.d  unht^lpod.  That  is 
an  estimate  I  cannot  accept :  I  think 
that  the  numWr  is  by  r.o  means 
so  hrgo  as  that,  ar.d  that  the 
estimate  rt^sts  on  a  very  unsatisfactory 
In^sis.  1  gather  it  ha^  been  arrived  at 
by  gor.en/.isiv.g  frxMU  the  oinnimstar.ces 
at  Liverroo*.  TV.ey  have  estimated  that 
the  prvuvrt;ov.  ot  rhi'.vlrvu  committed 
in  l.iverpoo'.  ouch:  :o  bo  com- 
mix tod  ir,  oNory  >.::>  town  ar.d 
every  v\y.aj:o  over  :ho  whole  of 
liTt*at  Br.TAir.,  TV. a:  :>  obvious*:y  a 
la:;ac:ou<  dodv,c:iov..  A'.rhov.gh  it  is 
r.o    doiiVr     the    Cs-*s<*     rh:^:     then*     arv 


children  who  ought  to  be  committed 
who  have  not  been  committed,  yet 
the  number  is  very  greatly  short  of 
that  suggested  by  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member.  The  hon.  and  learned  Member 
has  proposed  that  the  present  Act, 
which  is  now  in  large  degree  permissive, 
should  be  made  mandatory  in  certain 
respects.  Under  the  existing  law  any 
person  may  bring  before  a  Court  of 
summary  jurisdiction  a  child  who  falls 
within  the  categories  which  would  enable 
it  to  be  sent  to  an  industrial  school. 
But  it  is  said  that  what  is  everybody's 
business  is  nobody's  business,  and, 
while  every  person  might  act,  as  a 
matter  of  fact  no  person  does  act,  and 
children  are  left  in  their  evil  surroundings 
to  grow  up  neglected,  serving  an  ap- 
prenticeship, perhaps,  to.  crime,  and 
forming  a  class  of  child  population 
which  urgently  needs  the  care  of  the 
State.  I  think  that  there  is  much  to  be 
said  for  strengthening  the  law  in  that 
particular,  and  I  might  go  so  far  as  to 
say  that  in  my  opinion  it  is  desirable 
that  it  should  be  clearly  stated  in  the  BiU 
that  where  the  education  authority  does 
not  take  action  under  its  powers  then 
it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  police  to  see 
that  these  children  are  not  left  in  a  state 
of  neglect,  but  that  they  should  be 
brought  before  the  magistrates  with  a 
view  to  their  committal,  in  proper  cases, 
to  industrial  schools.  I  shall  propose 
an  Amendment  in  Conmiittee  to  effect 
that  purpose.  Then,  secondly  it  is 
suggested  that  it  should  be  made  com- 
pulsory on  local  authorities  to  provide 
the  necessary  industrial  school  accom- 
modation for  children  who  are  committed. 
At  the  present  time,  so  far  from  the 
schools  being  over  full,  there  is  a  very 
large  number  of  vacancies;  they  have 
dithculty  in  fiUing  their  beds;  within 
the  last  two  or  three  years  several 
si^hools  have  l^een  closed  because  they 
have  not  been  able  to  obtain  enouj^ 
children.  It  may  be  the  lase  that 
SiMue  local  authorities  are  unwilling 
to  make  the  necessary  payments  to 
>o\uro  that  the  ohiidiren  sent  from 
tho-.r  districts  shall  be  sent  to  the 
industrial  $4?hools.  I  think  in  En^nd 
:ho:\^  are  cases,  though  veiy  few, 
1  am  ir.fornved.  where  there  is  di£Ei- 
vu'.ty  ir.  inducing  the  local  authorities 
to  iO!'.tribute  to  the  n:aintenance  of  the 
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children  sent  from  their  districts  to  the 
industrial  schools.    But  I  am  afraid  that  in 
Scotland,  in  some  localities,  the  situation 
is  not  quite  so  satisfactory.     If  there  is 
general  agreement  on  both  sides  of  the 
House  that  it  should  be  mandatory  on 
the  local  authorities  to  provide  industrial 
school  accommodation  for  children  just  as 
it   is   mandatory   on   them   to   provide 
elementary    school    acconmiodation    for 
the  children  of  their  districts,  I  for  one 
should    welcome    such    an  Amendment 
to  the  Bill ;  but  if  it  is  found  that  such  a 
proposal    would    arouse    so    much    op- 
position from  the  local  authorities  con- 
cerned as  to  imperil  the  passage  of  the 
Bill,  then  the  matter  would  wear  another 
aspect.     Perhaps  before  the  House  goes 
into  Committee  we  may  have  a  further 
expression   of  opinion   on   the  subject, 
but  so  far  as  I  am  concerned  I  should  be 
glad  indeed  if   it   were   found  possible 
to    make   it   compulsory   on   the   local 
authorities  to  contribute  to  the  main- 
tenance of  the  children  sent  from  their 
districts   to   the   industrial   schools.     It 
is  important  that  these  children  should  be 
sent  to  these  industrial  schools,  which 
are  institutions  of  the  greatest  possible 
value  to  the  community.     They  stop  at 
their  source  the  streams  which  feed  the 
reservoirs  of  crime,  and  the  nation  ought 
to  be  exceedingly  grateful  to  those  local 
authorities    and    to    those    private    in- 
dividuals   who    with  great  self-sacrifice 
and  great   labour  have  maintained  the 
industrial   schools    of   the  Kingdom.     I 
turn  now  to  the   fifth  part  of  the  Bill, 
which  deals  with  the  treatment  of  juve- 
nile ofienders.     We  have  been  asked  by 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  opposite,  and 
also  by  my  hon.  friend  the  Member  for 
Berwick,    what    will    be    the    provision 
made  by  the  Home  Office  for  establishing 
the  system  of  juvenile  Courts  in  London. 
My  hon.  friend  the  Member  for  Berwick 
says  there  is  no  provision  in  the  Bill  for 
the  appointment  of  a  special  magistrate 
for  the  purpose.     There  is  no  provision 
in   the   Bill,    because   such   provision  is 
unnecessary.     Under    the    existing    law 
a  certain  number  of  magistrates  may  be 
appointed   by   the   Home  Secretary  for 
London,   and   that    number    is    not    at 
present   complete,    and    we   can   add   a 
special     children's     magistrate     without 
any  further  statutory  authority.     I  will 
explain  very  briefly  what  will  probably 


be    the    method    of    administering     the 
juvenile  Courts   in   London.     It  is   im- 
possible to  bring  all  the  children,  wit- 
nesses,   parents,    probation    officers  and 
other  persons  concerned  into  one  central 
C  :>urt ;    and,  on  the  other  hand,  it  is  im- 
possible to  have  a  number  of  different 
Courts  in  various  parts  of  London,  each 
of  them  sitting  every  day.     I  find  that 
on  the  average  there  are  ten  fresh  cases 
of  juvenile  offenders  tried  in  the  Police 
Courts  of  London  every  day,  excluding 
Greenwich  and  Woolwich.   If  you  include 
hearings  on  remand,  there  are  only  six- 
teen   hearings    per    day    of    children's 
cases  in  all  the  Police  Courts  of  London, 
excluding  Greenwich  and  Woolwich.     It 
is  obvious  you  cannot  split  up  sixteen 
cases    over    a    number   of    Courts,    and 
therefore  it  will  probably  be  found — I 
do  not  pledge  myself  to  the  details  of  the 
scheme — that  the  best  course  will  be  to 
establish    four    places    of    detention    in 
different  parts  of  London,  each  of  which 
will  be  used  for  children  on  arrest  and 
remand,  for  children  committed  for  trial, 
and  under  a  proper  system  of  classifica- 
tion, for  children  committed  to  places  of 
detention  instead  of  to  prison.     There  are 
now  three  Remand  Homes.     I  hope  it  will 
be  practicable  in  these  places  to  provide 
rooms,  without   any   additional  cost  or 
very  small  additional  cost,  which  can  be 
used  as  Court-houses.      The   children's 
magistrate  could  visit  in  turn  these  four 
places  of  detention  and  could  make  the 
circuit  in  two  days,  visiting  the  first  in 
the  morning  and  the  second  in  the  after- 
noon of  the  first  day,  and  the  third  in  the 
morning  and  the  fourth  in  the  afternoon 
of  the  second  day.  The  result  would  be 
that  a  certain  number  of  children  would 
be  kept  overnight  sometimes,  when  they 
could  not  be  released  on  bail ;    but  all 
those  that  I  have  consulted — and  I  have 
consulted  several  persons  keenly  interested 
in  this  matter  who  are  fully  entitled  to 
speak   with   authority — are  agreed    it  is 
better   to    keep,    if    necessary,    a   small 
number  of  children  in  detention  for  one 
night  than  to  forego  the  great  benefit 
of  having  a  special  magistrate  to  deal 
with  these  cases.     If  the  House  approves, 
that  probably  will  be  the  plan  which  my 
right  hon.  friend  will  adopt.     The  late 
Home  Secretary  said  he  was  somewhat 
doubtful  whether  it   was  practicable  to 
abolish    the    imprisonment    of   children 
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altogether,  and  that  there  might 
be  some  cases  in  which  it  would  be 
essential  to  retain  that  power.  We 
have  tried  to  think  of  such  cases  but 
cannot  think  of  any  which  could  not  be 
dealt  \N'ith  by  sending  the  children  to  a 
reformatory,  or  in  the  course  of  very 
young  children,  to  an  industrial  school, 
and  since  we  retain  the  power  to  commit 
the  children  to  these  reformatory  and 
industrial  schools  I  am  inclined  to  adhere 
to  the  view  that  it  is  unnecessary  in  any 
case  to  subject  the  children  to  the 
rigours  of  imprisonment,  and  to  famili- 
arise them  with  the  penaUies,  in  the 
ordinary  giols.  I  come  lastly  to  the 
sixth  part  of  the  Bill.  The  only  clause 
in  that  which  has  been  criticised  is 
the  clause  dealing  with  vagrant  chil- 
dren. I  can  as'.ure  the  hon.  Member 
for  Christchurch,  whose  maiden  speech 
we  all  listened  to  with  pleasure  and 
interest,  that  this  clause  includes  the 
caravan  children,  whom  he  has  in  mind. 
But  I  would  point  out  further  that  the 
object  of  that  clause  is  not  to  sweep  the 
whole  body  of  children,  who  are  now 
wandering  the  roads  of  the  country  with 
showmen,  or  tinkers,  or  vagrants,  into 
industrial  schools.  As  the  Lord  Ad- 
vocate said,  in  some  cases  it  may  be 
necessary  that  they  should  be  sent  to 
these  institutions,  but  I  agree  with  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member  for  the  Uni- 
versity of  Cambridge  that  we  should  not 
lightly  contemplate  the  necessity  of 
separatijig  the  parent  from  the  child. 
It  should  only  be  in  the  last  resort  that 
they  should  be  separated  and  the  child 
taken  to  one  of  these  institutions.  The 
purpose  of  this  clause  is  to  penalise  the 
parent  who  takes  a  child  about  the  roads 
of  the  country  and  thereby  deprives  it 
of  efficient  elementary  education,  and  the 
effect  of  that  clause  will  be  not  so  much 
to  send  all  these  children  to  industrial 
schools  as  to  keep  them  off  the  roads 
altogether.  A  large  proportion  of  these 
people  have  permanent  homes  to  which 
thev  go  in  the  winter-months,  and  once 
they  know  that  they  will  be  harassed 
by  the  law  if  they  take  their  children 
with  them  and  deprive  them  of  educa- 
tion, I  think  in  almost  all  cases  they  will 
do  what  very  large  numbers  of  them  do 
alreadv,  that  is,  arrange  for  the  children 
to  be  kept  in  some  specified  place.  I 
must  once  more  thank  the  House  for  the 

Mr.  Herbert  Samuel 


generally  favourable  reception  which  it 
has  given  to  this  Bill.  This  Parliament 
already  has  achieved  much  useful  social 
legislation  of  a  non-controversial  kind 
and  I  hope  it  will  achieve  much  more. 
Perhaps  we  may  venture  to  think  that 
when  this  Parliament  comes  to  an  end 
and  a  successor  comes  to  sit  in  these 
seats  we  may  be  able  to  feel  that  not 
the  least  satisfactory'  among  its  achieve- 
ments has  been  the  ena'?tment  of  the 
measure  which  we  now  ask  the  House  to 
read  a  second  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question,  "  That 
the  Debate  be  now  adjourned," — (Mr, 
Guinness y) — ^put,  and  agreed  to. 

Debate  to  be  resumed  To-morrow. 


CONSOLIDATED  FUND  (No.  1)  BILL 
Considered    in    Committee,     and    re- 
ported, without  Am3ndment ;  to  be  read 
the  third  time  To-morrow. 


HOUSE    OF    COMMONS    (FOREIGN 
PRESS). 

♦Mr.  SMEATON  (StirUngshire)  in 
moving — "  That  this  House  is  of  opinion 
that  accommodation  should  be  provided 
in  the  House  of  Commons  for  repre- 
sentatives of  the  foreign  and  colonial 
Press,  and  that  such  extension  of  the 
Reporters'  Gallery  or  such  increase 
of  room  elsewhere  should  be  made 
as  'wiD  suffice  for  this  purpose," 
said  that  his  Motion  was  a  novel  one,  and 
he  understood  that  the  question  of  the 
admission  of  the  foreign  and  colonial 
Press  to  the  House  of  Commons  had 
never  been  made  the  subject  of  a  formal 
Motion  before.  He  had  been  informed 
that  there  were  eome  difficulties  in  the 
way  because  the  authority  of  Mr.  Speaker 
was  limited  and  so  was  the  authority  of 
the  First  Commissioner  of  Works,  and 
the  Government  had  never  vested  in  any 
Committee  the  plenary  powers  con- 
templated in  this  Sfotion.  Therefore,  he 
was  compelled  to  appeal  to  the  only 
I  remaining  authority,  and  that  was  the 
i  House  of  Commons  itself.  Some  of  his 
I  hon.  friends  had  twitted  him  with  having 
I  wasted  the  opportunity  afforded  him  in 
j  the  ballot  by  submitting  a  Motion  upon 
a  subject  which  they  considered  was  of 
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comparatively    trivial    importance,    and 
they  had  advised  him  to  withdraw  the 
Motion    and    submit     another    dealing 
with    a     more   pressing   matter.     From 
that  view  he  entirely  dissented,  because 
he  thought  the  question  he  was  raising 
was  one  of  very  great  importance  indeed. 
If  his  Motion  were  carried  it  would  be 
at  bast  a  step  towards  the  great  goal  at 
which  they  were  aU  aiming,  namely,  inter- 
national peace  and  amity.  The  representa- 
tives of  the  Foreign  Press  Association  in 
^London — an  influential   body  of  ganth- 
men  preside  1  over  by  the  veteran  corre- 
spoiidant   of  the  Novae  Vremya,  and  a 
loyal    well-.visher  of  this  coantry — ^had 
pressed  upon  him  this  consideration  that 
undoubtedly  the  free  entry  of  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  foreign  Press  "into  the 
House  of  Commons  would  tend  to  aUay 
international  friction  and  misunderstand- 
ing   and   secure   international    goodwill. 
They    had     all   anxiously  watched    the 
deliberations     of     the     Hague     Confer- 
ence   in     the    hope    that    they    would 
rc&ult  in  a  substantial  advance  towards 
that  end,  but  the  results  were  not  such 
as   to   satisfy  the   earnest  advocates  of 
peace,   and  it  struck  him  that  a    con- 
cession of    the    kind    contemplated    in 
this  Motion  would,  at  least  in  a  quiet  way, 
supplement    the    efforts    of    our    repre- 
sentative at  the  Conference  by  winning 
the   foreign   Press  to  a  fair  and  kindly 
attitude   towards   us   in   regard   to   our 
foreign  relations.     It  was  surely  a  truism 
that  the  foreign  and  our  own  Press  were 
very    potent    instruments    for    good  or 
for   ill,  for  peace   or  for  war,  and  there 
were  on  record  many  notable  instances 
of  the  influence  of  both  the  British  and 
foreign     Press     in     inflaming     national 
jealousies  where  none  need  have  existed, 
and  whi'h  were  only  the  outcome  of  mis- 
understandings.    Surely  it  went  without 
saying  that,  isola  ed  as  we  were  in  many 
ways,     with    vital    interests    in    every 
quarter  of    the    glob 3 — interests   which 
might — indeed,    sometimes     must  —  be 
in  confli(  t  \vith  those  of  other  countries — 
surely  it  was  to-:' ay  the  least  good  policy 
— to  put  it  o  1  no  higher  ground — to  win 
the  Foreig  i  Press  to  a  fair-minded,  just 
a':titude  to  .vards  our  country .     He  wished 
to  point  out  to  those  hon.  Members  who 
thought  this  subject   was   not   of  great 
importance,     that     it    might     have     a 
direct    result    in     the     direction     of   a 
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limitation  of  armaments,  and  surely  that 
was  an  ide^l  which  they  aU  were  desirous 
of  attaining.  He  would  quote  to  the- 
House  a  resolution  passed  by  the  great 
International  Congress  of  the  Press  upoa 
this  subject — 

"  (1)  The  Congress  considers  that  the  re- 
presentatives of  foreign  newspapers  in  any- 
country  should,  in  order  to  effectually  carry 
out  their  professional  duties,  enjoy  the  sam& 
privileges  and  facilities  as  are  accorded  to  th& 
Press  representatives  of  that  particular  country 
abroad. 

In  the  published  raport  of  the  Con- 
gress proceedings,  the  following  passage 
occurred — 

"  In  the  debate  on  these  resolutions  it  was 
stated  that  while  in  almopt  every  Parliamentary 
country  the  foreign  correspondents  have  free-^ 
access  to  the  reporters*  gallery  in  the  Chamber ' 
as  well  as  in  the  Senate,  such  facilittM  ar& 
denied  to  foreign  correspondents  in  London  ^ 
who  are  not  admitted  to  the  reporters'  gallery 
of  either  House.  The  resolutions  were  warmly 
supported  by  the  English  and  American  dele- 
gates  and  carried  unanimously." 

What  were  the  facts?  In  every 
Parliament  in  Europe  British  repre- 
sentatives  had  not  only  free  access- 
to  the  1  )bby  and  g^ller}',  but  had,  as- 
a  rule,  the  best  seats.  Surely  we  should 
reciprocate  this  kindly  consideration  as- 
a  simple  act  of  international  courtesy » 
Ii  the  Russian  Duma — the  youigjst 
Parliament  in  the  world  and  for  whose 
vigorous  growth  they  all  fervently  hoped 
— ^t  the  instigation  of  the  British 
Press  representatives,  a  large  proportion 
of  seats  were  granted  to  them,  as  well  as- 
other  facilities  of  a  very  liberal  kind.  He 
need  hardly  say  ho  .v  both  in  domestic  and 
foreign  aftairs  courtesy  was  a  great  instru- 
I  ment  for  peace.  They  knew  this  from  ex  - 
perience  in  their  own  country  in  the  House 
of  Commons  and  in  their  domestic  afE  lirs^ 
and  when  there  was  a  conflict  of  interests 
and  disagreeable  things  had  to  be  said  and 
done,  courtesy  often  smoothed  the  way 
and  somehow  got  over  the  diflSculty. 
Consideration  given  to  th')  Press  was 
regarded  as  given  to  the  people.  WTiy 
should  this  country  refuse  to  reciprocate 
the  kindly  consideration  so  freely  bes- 
towed upon  them  by  their  foreign  neigh  - 
j  hours?  Why  should  this  country  act 
i  the  dog-in- the-mingcr,  and,  because  oar 
j  Parliament  existed  before  there  was  any 
:  Press,  why  should  they  not  in  this^ 
mUter  adapt  themselves  to  the 
'.times?     Other    Parliaments    had    mide 
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>irurti.ral  altir.itions  to  meet  tho  '  written  by  the  Prescient  of  the  Foreipi 
needs  of  Pre-^s  lepres^Mita fives,  end  ho  Press  Association  in  London,  whicl 
\V\\\  not  see  \\hv  N,.nie  aer».ninnxi;\tion  ■  would  show  the  House  wh^.t  was  the 
should  i\ot  Iv  urovi^ieil  forth,  we  who  hui  feeling  emong  the  represent  it  ives  of 
tnMtinl  British  represent  .tives  so  kindly  the  f  >reign  Press.  He  said — 
abroid.  Moroovt  r,  it  w.  s  niiv^t  impor-  ••  Xo  country  has  now  a  greater  inteiest 
Ta!\t  tor  tlv*  |H* -v-e  of  the  world  and  our  to  have  the  debates  of  her  Parliament  truly 
Halations  with  U.ieiiiu  eouiuries  that  the  reported  in  foreign  papers  than  Great  Bntain. 
•   •■  ,-    ,      /   ^  ■  ,.^  !>__,  ,1,  ,„i  J    Nowhere  is  the  political  life  of  the  country  w 

n^presentitivesolth.|furrii:nPriv<s should    ^^„  ^j^^^  -^^^^  Parliament  as  here,  and 

lnvo    dirrot.     l:i->iT     h-nd     kni^vNljre    of  nowhere  are  its  debate^  *o  thorough,  earnest, 

the     eIpre'^io;l     of     the      opiliions     of  and    di^nitied.     Their   truthful    and    adequate 

iho  Bnti>h  iHspb  as  voiced  in    Parlia-  re^n^  in  foreign  journal*  would  be  at  one* 
luei'.t.      The      n  present  tivo>      of      the 


foniiin  Press  at  presii.t  were  obliiiei"' 
to  de^vnd  ii|Hm  the  statements  ar.d 
reports  in  the  British  Press,  whii^h 
wert*  not  i;.:r\viue!.tly  nt  ;  :i  exeeeviiniily 
Lv^.ri:s.i».  v'l.'ur  ;:v.d  voi.vevt**!  to  fureiirr. 
vouv.trifs  r.::sle.u:iv.4:  i-:^::.ii^!'.>  ;.s  xo  wh-t 
w.  s  ,ut ',;;•'. '.y  :he  ■.i..'.  vii-.e  yi  Parii-unei.T. 
This  wa<  a  da:.gei  >xhivh  in  the  past  had 
brt  v.:  i:h:  a  bout  s .  ■ :: ;  e  v. ! . : .  Tt :; : .  a  t e  res  •.  1 :  s . 
He  wv.:*i  jrive  Twi-k  rtoo:.:  ir.s:;.:.- es. 
Tho  Ho,:<-  ^x.  ;:".vi  rernvmivrth  .r  a  :e::v:i!  i: 
i  o;: r y.  •  *.  :  e •  r* ! .  1 1 v  i\\  J. e  s  mo  e  xt r ;  or-.:  i:: - 
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the  be.-'t  proiujanJa  in  favour  of  this  country, 
and  wouM  have  An  educATionul  influence  greatly 
protitabK'  to  « ivili?dtion  and  intematiocU 
harmony.  Some  si^eoi^l  reasons  are  fumisktd 
by  the  international  situation  of  to-day.  Great 
Britain  has  deiiniiively  left  her  former  '  splendid 
isolation '  and  concluded  «ith  several  other 
nations  trea;ies  .*nd  «:  on  vent  ions  for  the  main- 
tenance of  lieAc-!?.  Be: a  ih.>*e  who  are  already 
thus  linked  to  her.  as  well  a.«  those  n-ho  are  not. 
certainly  l^x-^k  for  the  explanation  of  her  jioli.y 
to  the  British  P-\rliimenr.  and  seek  ihei.*  cue 
in  its  de Kites.  A  wr^ns:  or  inaccurate  rejor 
of  then:  tells  at  race  on  public  opinion  of  the 
country  .  on:e.-r.e«.i.  ar.i  on  it*  attitnde  toward* 
Great  Britain.  There  could  be  quoted  many 
instan.cs  of  late  intemitional  misunders'anc* 
inrs  chiedy.  if  r.o:  exc'i-.i<:vely.  !i rising  from  the 
way  in  whi:h  Pir'.iJ3'.eaTary  debates  had  been 
iei>or:e^i.  Bu:  :r.e  excuse  of  these  i»aTer* 
whivh  sinned  2:>>s:  h.is  always  been  that  they 
h.\d  r^:v^r:s  o=.ly  cf  s^r.c-ni  hand,  their  own 
reyrese-::A::v«  so:  bein*  admitted.'* 

The  Foreijr.  Pre**  AssooiAtion  in 
Lo'-do:;  ol  or.e  cvxrasion  did  great  service 
to  This  v:o-ii::ry.  a:.d  he  would  quote  some 
words  which  were  worthy  of  the  con- 
siders: ior.  o:  the  Ho'.i5e.  In  the  winter 
o:  ISvi*  at  the  outset  of  the  South  African 
Wir.  the  tvleni:^  l^tween  tKe  English 
a:ii  the  »,o:.tiL.eutAl  Press  had  assumed 
a-.i  5.u:e'j.ess  ooL*ideied  at  that  time 
most  iancerou*  to  the  peace  of  Europe. 
Viy.er.t  ar.i  i::iii>crj::iiiiaie  accusations 
wer?  '.evr'.'.ri  *t  o-e  ai.oih*r  from  hoth 
si  its.  A::i  :~  this  coidict  Dobody,  not 
fver.  the  :v.:«st  :l'.:isTric*:2s  aikd  au£U5: 
r«fr>::.ii:es.  w*:*  sro^resL  A  t:<KifereLie 
o:  ?r.::*h  i-.ii  :c:e*-ii:  jouxiialists  was 
hf.i  .:.  r^rr-*:-er.  ISW.  ar.d  a  zvisolution 
wi*  iTr.ri  Mr.At:^::i:-.i«'.y.  declazinf  as 
jfti.rs  i«A.:.-t  the  hc-^.^ur  aad  dimrv 


-V'  :?*fc^-  ^* 


A      ..:•;..: J*    i.tta^:**    acasan    perwc» 
«i:   KT^      >>.«if  to-:j."S.  k&i  wi»x  fp?^  lieir 
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::  thf  Pr^Ms  vw^  Jtsxed 


1305        Hoitse  of  Commons        {24  March  1908}  (Foreign  Press). 


to  show  hostility  to  this  country,  and 
helped  to  relieve  a  tension  which  was 
becoming  intolerable.  What  was  wanted 
was  recognition  in  that  House  of 
the  fair  claim  of  the  foreign  and 
Colonial  Press  to  admission.  He  and  his 
friends  had  no  desire  to  force  the  hand 
of  the  responsible  Minister,  but  he  sug- 
gested that  steps  should  be  taken  to  give 
efiect  to  this  Resolution  when  time  and 
opportunity  offered.  He  begged  to 
move. 

Mr.  MADDISON  (Burnley),  in  second- 
ing the  Motion,  said  the  mover  had  given 
good  reasons  why  it  should  be  accepted. 
He  was  quite  sure  that  the  fact  that 
the  foreign  and  Colonial  Press  were  not 
admitted  was  not  due  to  any  anti- 
pathy towards  them.  He  thought  that 
:3hould  be  made  plain  at  once.  They 
were  not  trying  to  convert  the  House  to 
a  more  friendly  feeling  to  the  Press  of 
foreign  nations.  As  the  mover  of  the 
Resolution  had  said,  there  were  solid 
historical  reasons  why  they  had  been 
slow  to  move  in  the  desired  direction. 
The  British  Parliament  existed  before  there 
was  any  Press  at  all,  and  they  knew  well 
that  the  reporting  of  speeches  was  looked 
upon  with  a  jealous  eye,  and  for  a  long 
time  was  prohibited  altogether.  Their 
treatment  of  the  foreign  Press  might  be 
taken  as  evidence  of  the  great  antiquity 
of  the  House.  Had  not  the  time  now 
come  when  they  should  discontinue  that 
policy  ?  This  was  the  day  of  inter- 
nationalism in  art  and  science,  in  labour 
and  capital,  and  in  almost  every  form  of 
human  activity.  There  was  a  tendency 
nowadays  to  get  the  opinion  of  others  as 
well  as  our  own,  and  he  thought  that  was 
:a  very  healthy  movement.  The  time 
had  gone  by  when  the  average  man  enter- 
tiined  the  savage  opinion  that  in  order 
to  love  his  own  country  he  must  hit  all 
o:her  countries.  He  and  his  friends 
claimed  that  the  admission  of  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  foreign  Press  would  be 
a  modest  contribution  to  international 
fraternity.  It  might  be  said  that 
the  reports  which  appeared  could  be 
'C:)pied  or  translated.  He  thought  hon. 
Members  would  agree  with  him  when 
he  said  that  no  man  could  really  under- 
stand the  composition  and  methods  of 
that  House  unless  he  was  present  to  ' 
hear    the     speeches   and    witness    how  ' 
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the  speeches  were  received.  The 
skilled  journalist  —  and  it  would  be 
only  the  skilled  journalist  who  would 
come — could  interpret  the  feeling  of 
the  House  in  a  way  that  no.  mere 
report  of  a  speech  could  convey.  He 
hoped  hon.  Members  would  not  belittle 
this  contribution  to  international  frater- 
nity. We  had  need  in  these  days  of  every 
factor  which  made  for  good  will,  and  we 
could  not  afford  to  be  isolated  from  the 
great  currents  of  humanity  along  which 
progress  ultimately  was  to  be  found. 
He  could  conceive  of  no  objection,  except 
on  the  ground  of  lack  of  space,  to  pro- 
viding accommodation  for  the  foreign 
and  Colonial  Press.  It  might  be  said 
that  if  they  could  not  find  room  for  all  the 
representatives  of  the  provincial  Press, 
why  should  they  try  to  make  room  for 
the  foreign  and  Colonial  Press  ?  He 
thought  that  that  was  a  very  insular 
idea.  As  had  been  said  by  the  mover 
of  the  Resolution,  British  journalists 
obtained  not  only  ample  but  some  of  the 
best  accommodation  in  all  the  great 
Parliaments  of  Europe.  The  representa- 
tives of  the  British  Press  had  the  run  of  the 
lobbiss,  and  were  able  to  speak  to  Ministers 
and  Members,  and  by  so  doing  they 
received  explanations  which  they  would 
not  otherwise  obtain  to  save  this  coimtry 
and  others  from  disaster.  Therefore,  he 
maintained  that  it  was  not  valid  to  argue 
that  because  they  could  not  accommodate 
all  our  own  Press  they  should  not  find  room 
for  the  foreign  and  Colonial  Press.  For- 
tunately, the  Minister  on  the  front  bsnch 
who  was  charged  with  the  duty  of 
supervising  the  arrangements  of  the 
House  was  one  who  had  got  nearest 
to  the  performance  of  the  miraculous, 
and,  therefore,  hon.  Members  looked 
to  him  with  a  good  deal  of  confi- 
dsnce  in  this  matter.  He  would  not  ven  • 
ture  to  make  even  a  suggestion  to  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  but  he  had  thought 
that  the  requisite  space  for  the  accom- 
modation of  the  foreign  journalists,  and 
with  which  he  understood  they  would  be 
satisfied,  who  would  be  selected  by  the 
Syndicate  of  the  International  Press, 
might  be  found  with  comparative  ease 
in  the  galleries  on  each  side  of  the  Houss 
which  were  very  seldom  occupied  by 
hon.  Members.  In  conclusion,  he  could 
not  think  that  the  British  Parliament 
wished  to  remain  the  one  gr3at  Assembly 


VOL.  CLXXXVI.   [Fourth  Series.]        2  Y 


1307 


House  of  Commons  {COMMONS} 


(Foreign  Press). 


130^ 


in  Europe  which  kept  out  of  its  Chamber  '  question  and  I  do  not  assume  to  represent 
the  representatives  of  the  foreign  Press,  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Speaker  or  of  the 
and  he  was  quite  sure  that  they  might  authorities  of  the  House  in  this  matter.  I 
rely  upon  the  First  Commissioner  of  merely  state  what  is  within  my  own 
Works  to  find  a  solution  of  the  accom-  knowledge,  that  unfortunately  the  accom- 
modation difficulty.  modation  for  the  British  Press  is  wholly 

insufficient  as  it  is  at  present.  I  believe 
Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  '  I  shall  be  very  much  understating  the 
"  That  this  House  is  of  opinion  that  ac-  i  case  when  I  say  that  there  are  more  than 
commodation  should  be  provided  in  the  I  fifty  newspapers  anxious  and  waiting 
House  of  Commons  for  representatives  for  accommodation  in  the  Press  Gallexy 
of  the  foreign  and  Colonial  Press,  and  which  they  are  now  quite  unable  to 
that  such  extension  of  the  Reporters'  .  obtain.  During  the  last  year  I  have  been 
(Salleryor  such  increase  of  room  elsewhere  able  to  improve  the  accommodation  for 
should  be  made  as  will  suffice  for  this  |  the  Press,  not  in  the  Grallery  itself,  but 
purpose/* — Mr.  Smeaton,)  behind    the    Gallery,  and   have,    at   all 

events,  provided  a  place  of  retreat  in 
♦The  first  COMMISSIONER  of  ;  which  descriptions  of  Parliamentary  pro- 
WORKS  (Mr.  Harcourt,  Lancashire,  ceedings  may  be  written  free  from  the 
Rossendale) :  The  Resolution  which  bustle  and  disturbance  of  actual  debate, 
has  been  so  ably  and  so  reasonably  and  with  some  degree  of  comfort.  But 
presented  to  the  House  by  my  two  hon.  I  do  think  that  on  this  question  charity 
friends  is  not  one  whit  h  necessarily  in  seats  must  begin  with  the  home  Press, 
or  directly  involves  the  Government  in  >^o  one  would  more  warmly  welcome 
any  action,  though  it  is  quite  true  that  than  I  should  the  presence  of  the 
if  carried  it  might  impose  upon  me  the  j  representatives  of  the  foreign  Press  in  our 
necessity  of  considering  sl me  structural  j  Gallery.  I  think  it  would  be  an  enormous 
alterations  hereafter.      But  jhovgh  the    advantage    that    they    should     acquire 


Government  is  not  involveil.  I  think  it  is 
only  courteous  to  the  House  that  I  should 
inter\'ene  as  soon  as  possible,  not  to 
venture  to  advise  h<«i>.  Members,  but  to 
lay  before  them  such  facts  as  are  within 
my  own  knowledge,  because  I  have  been 
compelled   to   study   the   question   both 


intimate  knowledge  of  our  Parliamentary 
habits,  and  that  they  should  be  able 
to  transmit  to  their  readers  abroad  some 
viwl  pictures  of  our  attitude  of  mind 
towards  foreign  nations,  and  that  they 
should  be  permitted  to  mirror,  as  our  own 
Press  does,  the  natural  desire  we  have 


in»m    its    architectural    and    structural  I  of  strengthening  the  bonds  of   friendly 


poii.ts  oi  view.  The  allocation  of  the 
seats  iT;  the  Press  Gallery  rests  entirely 
with  the  authorities  of  the  House,  not 
with  me  or  the  in.veri.ment.  If  this 
Rosolutioi.  v.- ere  carried  tr'-Kiglu  they 
might  ur-ler  it  to  be  larrioii  ii;to  enect. 
and  I  ^^"•  ul'l  obey  that  •♦tiler  subject,  of 
course,  to  the  coL^trol  i.f  thf  Treasury, 
which.  I  am  s'lre  to  our  ultimate  ail- 
vantage.  has  a  niiger  in  every  pie.  I 
could  have  wished  that  this  Resoiutioh 
shoul'i  hiive  het^:;  mo  veil  in  Committee 
of  th»^  H"i;se.  be.ause  Mr.  Speaker  might 
there  h:^ve  !■  :]"\ved  prev  Clients  set  by 
his  pre':ecess«'rs.  a:ui  have  addresse-i 
the  H'  use  himself  fr'-ni  that  si«:e  callery 
which  this  Mori..!-,  wculii  apparer-tly  an-.l 
necessarily  er.trer..  h  uy-^r..  Siuh  a  pre- 
ceiier.t  was  set  by  Speakt*-  A  V'i:^.t:r^;•n 
^Ther.  he  spoke  fr«  m  the  si-ie  i:./.!  ry  •*■!'- 
a  quest iiTi  of  a^^sessed  taxes.  But  this 
illv.mi:  ..ti'  :.  of  the  debate  is  •tit     :  the 


relations,  and  our  constant  desire  to 
destn^y  those  causes  which  most  un- 
necessarily, as  they  generally  seem  to 
me,  lead  to  those  irritations  which 
Occasionally  occur  between  ourselves- 
and  other  nations.  I  should  have  been 
irlail  if  we  could  have  reciprocated  some 
•  -f  that  consideration  shown  to,  and  that 
a- commodation  placed  at  the  disposal 
.  f,  our  Press  in  other  countries.  But  I  do 
!-•  t  see  that  it  is  possible  under  present 
.  ■'!.diti"j:>.  because  in  order  to  do  so 
I  sh-  uld  have  to  deprive  hon.  Members 
:  par:,  probably  a  considerable  part,  of 
tV.eir  accL-nimodation  in  the  side  g^eries. 
I 

'  Mr.  SWIFT  MACXEILL  (Donegal 
S.  :  What  about  the  empty  Peers' 
Gallery  : 

♦Me.  harcourt  :  I  have  observed 

the  At:.e::d:v.ei;t  of  mv  hou.  friend  on 


i.^j'^i. 
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the  Paper ;  but  even  if  I  were  to  take 
part  of  these  side  galleries  there  are 
structural  difficulties  in  the  removal 
of  the  door.  Hon.  Members  may  not 
know  that  the  whole  of  the  wall  there 
is  a  mass  of  flues  for  the  ventila- 
tion of  the  House  and  the  removal  of  the 
smoke.  These  are,  however,  only  some 
of  the  difficulties.  If  the  representatives 
of  the  foreign  Press  were  put  in  the 
side  gaUeries  they  would  probably  be 
there  only  when  the  House  was  occupied 
with  subjects  of  high  importance  and 
great  public  interest,  and  these  are  the 
occasions  waen  the  galleries  are  most 
required  by  Members  of  the  House 
themselves.  It  must  not  be  forgotten 
that  these  galleries  are  an  integral  part 
of  the  House,  and  that  from  thence  hon. 
Members  can  ask  questions  and  make 
speeches. 

Mr.  swift  MACNEILL:  Would 
they  catch  the  Speaker's  eye  there  ? 

♦Mr.  HARCOURT  :  If  Mr.  Speaker's 
eye  is  fixed  on  things  above,  no  doubt 
hon.  Members  would  be  able  to  catch 
it.  From  inquii*ie8  I  have  made,  I 
have  come  to  the  conclusion  that, 
generous  as  are  their  sentiments  towards 
the  Press  of  all  nations,  even  to  the 
Press  of  their  own  hon.  Members  are 
not  prepared  at  present  to  part  with 
the  limited  seating  accommodation  they 
have  in  this  Chamber.  I  have  had 
before  now  to  resist  proposals  which  I 
venture  to  call  proposals  of  the  "  hardy 
septennial  species,"  to  provide  a  new 
Chamber.  The  demand  is  made  at 
the  beginning  of  every  new  Parliament 
that  we  should  set  to  work  to  construct 
a  new  Chamber  ;  but  in  the  second  session 
it  becomes  less  urgent ;  and,  as  a  rule, 
it  wholly  disappears  in  the  third.  I 
know  all  the  plans  which  have  been 
made  for  the  enlargement  and  for  the 
alteration  of  the  shape  of  this  Chamber, 
and  the  advantages  of  the  horse-shoe 
form  which  would  enable  Members  to 
drift  from  one  side  of  the  House  to  the 
other  more  easily.  I  know  how  the 
Chamber  may  be  made  to  accommodate 
double  the  number  of  Members  who 
represent  constituencies.  I  do  not  deny 
that  it  can  be  done  at  great  expense,  and 
at  considerable  inconvenience,  but  when 
completed    you    would    have    acquired 


a  Chamber  which  would  be  quite  in- 
tolerable for  the  transaction  of  ordinary 
business,  such  as  we  are  to-night  engaged 
upon.  I  would  not  venture  to  count 
the  Members  present,  but  at  aU  events 
for  the  transaction  of  the  ordinary  House 
of  Commons  bi^iness,  I  believe  that 
the  present  Chamber  is  well  suited  to 
its  purpose.  Even  with  a  larger 
Chamber  no  one  can  say  what  the 
acoustic  properties  would  be.  By  acci- 
dent, and  after  many  alterations,  the 
acoustic  properties  of  the  present 
Chamber  leave  little  to  be  desired,  and 
could  not  have  been  got  by  design.  I 
cannot  discover  a  solvent  by  which  its 
Gothic  stones  could  be  made  of  a  more 
elastic  material  so  as  to  provide  the  ac- 
commodation desired  by  private  Members 
with  imagination.  After  all,  I  am  tied  by 
the  inexorable  limits  of  Sir  Francis 
Barry' s  original  design .  Un  fortunately  the 
House  was  built  in  the  days  when 
Parliamentary  reporting  was  in  its  child- 
hood, in  the  days  when  any  private 
Member  could  espy  reporters  and  have 
them  excluded  as  strangers — as  I  have 
my  elf  seen  do  e.  There  was  no 
room  then  in  this  building  for  the 
comity  of  nations  being  recognbed  by 
the  presence  of  representatives  of  the 
foreign  Press.  There  is  an  Amendment 
on  the  Paper  in  the  name  of  my  hon.  and 
learned  friend,  the  Member  for  Donegal. 
I  do  not  propose  to  deal  with  it  now ; 
in  fact  if  I  did  so,  I  would  be  out  of  order. 
I  wiU  only  in  passing  say  that  it  is 
dangerous  to  introduce  foreign  matter 
into  the  wheels  of  a  delicate  machine ; 
it  is  likely  to  lead  to  friction,  and  possibly 
heat,  and  in  the  relations  between  this 
floor  and  that  Gallery  there  is  enough  of 
that  commodity  to-day.  At  all  events,  I 
cannot  regard  the  hon.  Member's  pre- 
scription in  the  nature  either  of  a  pro- 
phylactic or  an  antiseptic.  While  I 
deeply  sympathise  with  the  objects  of 
the  hon.  Members  who  have  moved  and 
seconded  this  Resolution  to-night,  I  feel 
bound  honestly  to  tell  the  House  that  I 
do  not  see  at  present  the  methods  by 
which  they  can  be  carried  out,  but 
if  circumstances  were  to  alter,  and  I 
can  see  some  machinery  by  which  we 
can  create  accommodation  for  our 
foreign  friends  I  shall  be  the  first,  not 
only  to  carry  it  out,  but  to  suggest  it 
to     the    House    myself.     Under    these 
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Motion,  because   if   he   presses   it   to   a 
division    I    shall    feel    bound    to    vote 


oiroumstances  I  hope  the  hon.  Gentleman  1  Mr.  Gladstone  from  a  spot  behind  th'i 
will  think  it  possible  to  withdraw  his    Strangers'  Gallery.     He  and  some  other 

reporters  got  that  privilege,  and  he 
believed  the  only  reason  they  obtained 
aijainst  it  and  advise  my  friends  to  do  '  it  was  that  Mr.  Card  well  happened  to  be 
so,  but  I  am  sure  that  by  the  "  a  Cabinet  Minister  and  sat  for  a  Liverpool 
discussion  of  his  Motion  he  has  i  constituency.  There  was  a  time  not 
enabled  us  to  give  a  warm  expres-  long  since  when  no  representatives  of 
sion  of  our  s^Tnpathy  with  those  repre-  j  the  provincial  Press  were  admitted, 
sentatives  of  the  foreign  Press  whom  and  the  First  Commissioner  of  Works 
we  should  like  to  see  here,  and  I  am  sure  got  up  from  time  to  time  and  made  the 
the  rejection  of  the  Motion  would  give  an  same  explanation  that  it  would  require 
impression  abroad  to  those  friends  for  structural  alterations  to  admit  them, 
whom  we  entertain  warm  feelings  of  and  that  there  were  pipes  and  flues 
friendship  wliich  is  wholly  foreign  to  to  be  considered.  If  a  Minister  could 
the  tone  and  temper  of  this  House.  not   give  any  other  explanation  he  fell 

back  upon  pipes  and  flues.  But  thev 
Mr.  T.  p.  0\"0NN0R  iLiyerpool.  all  knew  that  if  his  right  hon,  friend 
Scotland)  Siiid  he  joined  with  his  right  made  up  his  mind  that  it  was  possible 
h.^n.  friend  in  asking  his  friend  who  to  make  this  change  it  could  be  done, 
moved  this  Ros<.>lutiori  not  to  go  to  a  and  in  his  opinion  a  decent  journeyman 
vii\-ision.  He  did  not  know  what  the  carpenter  could  make  all  the  changes 
result    miizht    be.   but   if    thev  were  to    necessary*  and  take  hi  If -a -dozen  seats  from 


oi\-ide    he    ;i greed    with   his   right   hon. 
frie'.id  that  ir  would  be  rivini:  an  eutirelv 


rhe  side  galleries.     Pipes  and  flues  were 
the  embniiderv  by  which  bureaucrac v  was 


:;.lse  impro>>i'.'::.     Ho  w.-s  not  surprise^.!    enabled — if  he  might  mix  the  metaphor— 
:he  jiivtvh  of  the  Fir?t  Comniissionor    r-,  eke  out  the  nakedness  of  its  argument. 


of  Works :  ho  i.ove: 
at  :ho  siHOvh  o:  a  v.  -.  rl'. 
uiv^r.  .»v.v  iv*.::i..\\l  ov.tvr' 


v.» 


V-  h,s  ..„ 


m:^:?.:  oo 
:.v:v:: 


V 


w.  s  surpnsed 
i.il.  He  started 
^rise  ui-  r.  whivh. 


:  hv.'    Th::  -..<  sure 


It 


Ir  was  quite  true  that  the  home  Press 
was  not  sufficiently  accommodated  al- 
ready. ar.d  his  hon.  friend  reminded  him 
tha:  the  ^iM^jrf  arrangements  were  al^o 
i:::o::ve!iie:.:.  He  sometimes  thought  it 
was  ruore  :iup«-"»rtaE.t  that  they  should 
have  the  Pr^ss  there  than  the  Members 
of  The  House.  He  knew  he  never  found 
The  House  of  Cominous  half  so  interesting 
as  wheu  he  was  abouT  dfty  or  a  hundred 
r-ii'.es  awav  froiu  :T.'>»':ause  or.  taking  up 
The  re>-^r:iuj  ::-'.u::ir.s  or  the  still  more 
iuTeresTi::;:  -ies.:rlpT:ve  reports  of  the 
y.i7T?rs  he  f.ur.i  Thrill  aud  excirement 
A : .  .1  re  V  rr  se  r.  Ta  t:o  !is  o  f  A  T  uniult  uo  us  House 
:  C'.  :::::■. ::.s.  "whereas  wher.  he  was  pre- 
s- :.T  It  v»\is  ::Ter.  The  •: ase  Thar  o:.e  Gentle- 
is  02.sTiTueuTs  with 
:;UT  :Th-r  G-u:"e::ie:i  iz.  the 
h.  ^T^e  :.:t  lisTeui::^  to  him. 
^  :::  -.:.'-  to  s:t  i.^wr.  in  order 
-  :u',:h-  svra'i.  ^"har  vlid  ir 
:•-  . :  1;  ::~:  -er?  Taker.  o5  the 
:"•■  Ht  hai  r.fver  s«ee:i  that 
.1  -x-tyT  -"It-  Mr.  Gladstone 
\.s  H:u:e  Kule  BilL  and 
•■. ;:.  \'.  '.vi*  "rhiT  oc*:;ksion  that 
r.>.  :  :f  Thr  H.use  w;^  occupied 
^  :.T  h;-..  M-fTuhers^  who  coaM 
:t-.j^  i^T  a  seaT.  A:id  sobk   of 


.  ...•«—  ••  -»>  A .--. 
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them  were  there  as  early  as  the  mid- 
night before  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man proposed  his  BiU.  Except  on  an 
occasion  like  that  he  had  never  seen  more 
than  two  or  three  Members  in  that 
gallery,  and  therefore,  so  far  as  the 
accommodation  of  Members  of  the  House 
was  concerned,  that  gallery  was  abso- 
lutely useless.  There  was  a  good  deal 
behind  this  Motion.  As  a  matter  of  fact 
it  would  tend  to  good  relations  between 
this  country  and  countries  on  the  Con- 
tinent of  Europe  if  their  proceedings  were 
adequately  and  properly  reported.  He 
thought  that  ignorance  was  the  beginning 
of  misunderstanding,  and  misunderstand- 
ing was  the  beginning  of  anything. 
Half  the  great  conflicts  in  the  world, 
even  the  most  devastating,  had  been 
the  result  of  ignorance  and  misunder- 
standing, and  when  the  conflict  was  over, 
as  in  the  case  of  Russia  and  Japan,  the 
calm  historian  had  to  find  out  the  facts 
of  the  dispute.  In  his  own  time  news- 
papers had  made  war,  and  he  sometimes 
wondered  whether  newspapers  did  not 
make  more  wars  than  they  made  peace. 
He  did  not  say  that  they  made  war  except 
in  this  sense,  that  a  match  did  not  make 
a  conflagration  until  it  was  applied  to  a 
magazine  of  powder,  but  sometimes  the 
publication  in  newspapers  of  news  that 
was  true  or  false  was  as  at  match  thrown 
into  a  magazine  of  passion  between  the 
nations  and  produced  a  conflagration  and 
terrible  effects.  For  instance,  was  it  not 
the  publication  of  the  despatch  describing 
the  interview  between  the  late  Emperor 
William  the  First  and  Count  Benedetti  at 
Ems  which  made  inevitable  the  great 
war  between  France  and  Germany  ?  He 
dared  say  that  when  the  Dogger  Bank 
incident  took  place  it  was  not  the  fault  of 
the  newspapers  in  this  country  that  there 
was  not  war  between  us  and  Kussia. 
What  happened  at  the  present  moment  ? 
The  proceedings  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons were  practically  unknown  in  all  their 
vital  reality  to  the  countries  on  the 
Continent  of  Europe.  There  was  un- 
doubtedly an  excellent  agency — Renter's 
— which  sent  what  must  necessarily  be  a 
brief  account  of  their  proceedings,  but 
everybody  knew  that  a  mere  dry  record 
of  speeches  and  answers  gave  no  idea  of 
the  inner  realities  and  history  of  that 
House.  The  manner  in  which  the 
speeches    were    received,   the    tone    in 
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which  the  House  listened  to  them,  the 
temper  in  which  the  speaker  spoke,  were 
all  part  of  the  real  life  of  that  Assembly, 
which  could  only  be  described  to  the 
Continent  of  Europe  by  eye-witnesses. 
He  thought  that  it  would  tend  to  bring 
about  a  better  imderstanding  between 
this  and  other  countries  if  the  proceed- 
ings of  that  Assembly,  which  was  the  great 
centre  of  light  and  heat,  were  to  radiate 
throughout  the  countries  of  Europe.  He 
should  think  his  right  hon.  friend  would 
blush  with  shame  when  he  contrasted  our 
action  in  this  matter  with  the  hospitality 
given  to  British  journalists  in  Paris 
Berlin  and  Vienna. 

Captain  CRAIG  (Down,  E.)  said  the 
First  Commissioner  ot  Works  had  based 
his  argument  upon  the  difficulty  of  the 
structural  alterations  of  the  House,  but 
he  fancied  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
did  not  want  to  see  foreign  representatives 
of  the  Press  present  and  only  advanced 
structural  alterations  as  a  way  of  getting 
out  of  the  difficulty.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  appealed  to  the  mover 
to  withdraw  his  Motion  entirely  on  the 
ground  [of  the  cost  which  would  be 
entailed  in  the  necessary  alterations. 
He  himself  appealed  to  the  hon.  Member 
to  withdraw  the  Motion  on  the  ground 
that  it  was  undesirable  to  have 
members  of  the  foreign  Press  present 
at  the  proceedings  of  the  British 
Parliament.  In  the  opinion  of  the  last 
speaker  a  great  deal  of  the  misunder- 
standing between  nations  would  be 
smoothed  over  if  reports  were  sent  by 
representatives  of  the  foreign  Press  direct 
from  the  GaDery,  reflecting  i  the  exact 
tone  of  the  speeches  and  the  reception 
of  those  speeches.  But  if  that 
argument  were  carried  to  its  logical 
conclusion,  what  a  peaceful  and  happy 
country  Ireland  would  have  been  for  the 
last  century,  represented  as  she  was  so 
well  in  the  Gallery  by  Irish  Pressmen 
and  having  every  possible  remark  and 
attitude  of  every  Irish  speaker  in  the 
House  sent  across  with  perfect  accuracy 
to  their  constituents.  The  argument  of 
the  hon.  Member  was  not  a  strong  argu- 
ment to  advance  when  tested  in  that  way, 
and  the  same  would  apply  to  the  admission 
of  the  Press  of  foreign  countries.  We 
were  at  peace  with  all  the  foreign  nations 
of    the     world    at,  the     present    time. 
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(AnHox.MKMBER:  Except  your  own].  It  l  foreign  countries  it  was  better  that  they 
was  most  nMuarkablo  when  the  House  '  should  be  reported  by  a  Press  which 
ronsidortMl  the  attention  Irish  Unionists :  was  absolutely  free  from  the  bias  of  the 
i;avo  to  the  speeches  of  hon.  Members  political  parties  of  those  countries.  It 
Ivlow  the  panjrway  tliat  they  should  not  \  had  always  been  held  that  the  news 
have  some  nniprocity  from  them.  sent  to  foreign  countries  by  the  British 

Press  had  been  a   fair  comment  upon 

Mr.    WILLIAM    REDMOND    (Clare,    what     occurred     in    the     House    and 
Y],) :    Wo  aix^  absolutely  spellbound.  the  summaries  of  the   speeches     made 

had     been    accurate    summaries.     The 

TArTAiNORAIGthorght  that  if  foreign  mover  of  the  Resolution  in  the  course 
oou!Urios  won*  roprosontod  by  their  own  of  his  speech  had  suggested  that  the 
Pn*ss  in  the  Oallory  the  argument  which  Colonial  Press  should  also  be  admitted, 
had  Uvn  used  by  the  hon.  Member  but  unfortunately  he  had  not  incor- 
opposite  in  favour  of  uinvorsal  peace  porated  "  Colonial  Press "  in  his  Beso- 
might  Iv  used  with  equal  effect  to  stir  lution  and  it  would  be  out  of  order  tv 
up  tnniblo  Ivtwoen  this  ai.d  other  amend  his  Resolution-  by  moving  to 
\vur. trios,  Thoiv^loro.  in  his  opir.ion.  insert  "Colonial  Press";  therefore  if 
that  anrumor.t  was  rot  well  four.ded.  the  Resolution  was  carried  it  would 
The  hor..  Momlvr  who  seoor.dod  the  not  help  the  Colonial  Press,  but  simply 
MoT'.ov.  had  suj;s:  OS  toil  that  no  tor.  ly  should  open  the  Gallery  to  foreign  joumalistl^■ 
tho  foroii::.  Prvss  Iv  allowed  ir.  the  If  the  Motion  went  to  a  division  he 
Oa'slor^-.  but  that  they  should  als<^  be  should  vote  against  it, 
s!>iRO\i   ir.    tho     Voby   with   the   s;uv.e 

frywio'v.  as  tho   Pros*  o:  this  oour.iry.        •M?:.   REES   ^Montcomery    Boroughs' 

Th.^:  was  a  pA>pos::iov.  wh:».h  ho  sr.ou\l    s  i.i   :r.e  mover  c:  the   Resclution  had 

v.^:o  Acsir.s:  Ss^.av.so.  i"   his  op::.:or..  it    txrrt-sse-.:    the    opirioL.    ih-t    if    foreig::' 

vvv;Vi  r.o:  Iv  to  the  a^lviiv.TajZo  of  :h:s    rcy-  r:<:rs   wer^    icmirred    to    the    Pre*? 

vv*.:v.try  :o  havo   :r.o   :V?o:^:-.   Fr^ss  rt-    0  '.'.orv  .w.d  r*pc»r:*^i  di»ctly  whit  took 

VT\>:'.  TsiV.vis    .r.'%^.li:^:     tr.r    *.:::v    v:    y'.v  ::.  :r.o  Hous^.  ::  w.-uld  le  d  to  the 

: r: :-  H ,^ v. >■: .     T v ;* r v *:\-.'. y  v« : . /  :. a .i : r;. v : ' ". •: .".    : •; .: .; . : :  v.    - :  ,i tzl \ ::iiz.zs  a i.^   be  in  tho 

;irr;.-. '.     :v. /.s"     ':,.'.•;     I-;  r.     >-t..  k     ry    i- :-?■>:?      :   y*rAc-r.     He    w.-s.    bow^Tvr. 

:^f    .i^:"::v    ^^-^   vi':-.;,^    -.-rf,::.    v.:"i'-      :r  :^  :\\:  :rv:ir:wir;j:  rr*?:^  of  the  Press 

^j-iv-fTs   rf::-;::-.i   v.:.:^:    •a;^^   ^^^.i   :-    :^^     v.lliry    -j^i    -;:  il:oc?iher   h  ve  the 

S :::>.-.  ':\;:". ■..•.••.•.■:::.     H-:  r..\.*.  ,::v:-  ";•:■■::.    >  :v.r   -. rv.:  ••">:, '-    tLt   h:-:..    G^ntlemaii 

> T  TV. ;  K  V. . :  r.  :  7,  .•  7^-  ••  ■. ;.  r V. .s ': !  v  :  t v. :  :v. .s  v. v. •  r      : . :: . : v  ■. : -:•  .*. .  a ' :  1 .  jj:  1  i*  ^-^eT: '. ir.Iv  l^lieveti 

->::.:.   ::^    ;:::-r^v  ^s   ^:   ?at";.\v::v.:    ::  ,::::!■:  rtv^rT-fr*  ;:  ::rrii:::  riew^iper* 

.•-^-      >:■.■■..:>•.■.     ..    -1     :^r.:-.  T:-;!      ::     ^  ^r^  -.  7  >::.*:■-':.-  ?Vi'>s  G  .ILery  :t  would 

^^  ^:"  -;    ;■  "^  '-'      ;:■■>-:     ::..■.'<•::.  ..>::m1    it*,  k  «p:c  Ti*  r»ie2^soes 

'-■■      .-     ::     :■    :■:    ^:■■  f -■•  -i  rl:  .:;  ■  >      •...■-'.:.  '-<    H:**f  t:    :-.>-i£rr.    powers 

•    »      '  •  -       ■.  -  -     :.:     :    .     •   :      ■:..  1   -;rf  :>:•  .rr^L  &rr:c&rT   abd  iD- 

•  ^  ■  -  -  -.  .     -    -.     .-.  :.T. ■..■■■.■-      r.  r  ':.  :     try.z^:  il  r.s  sseech 

^  .•^-.  --,       ....        -:_i  -..i-^.  -    vif  -  i*  ?eiesx«c 

":".     -        .■.--■    :...>-    ■  •     >  •sirrr-L-c   «yider  a:. 

"    '         "         ^  -    "  '  *  '  '     -z :  n^  "    I'ifT*  wtr^repfiTKJs 

■      '  .      -        :.   v-     ..  ':.■  -     rr-.  1*  wi^  rrois^ir^ 

:  ■  --  V  J  'i  :  :•:-  i  t:  ii.'K^n^txosl 

"■■**■"-  ;■•■'»-  •".»—•  -i->    ::   Ti. .1   hind 
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for  Leicester  had  expressed  his  ojHnion 
that  such  was  the  condition  of  Russia, 
that  it  did  not  become  this  country  to 
enter  into  any  diplomatic  relations  with 
her  until  she  had  altered  her  constitution 
^nd     adopted    that    form     which    he 
happened    to  approve,    and    prescribed 
lor  the  round  world.     He  believed  that  the 
presence   of  reporters  of  foreign  papers 
would  be  a  useful  check  upon  his  hon. 
friend    when    next    he    adopted    that 
attitude.     When    the    question    of    the 
Congo  was  before  the  House  the  other 
night,  hon.  Member  after  hon.  Member 
said  that  Belgium  would  behave  well  if 
she  only  knew  what  she  was  about,  and 
understood    the     circumstances    of    the 
case.     Belgium    was,    therefore,    repre- 
sented as  being  wanting  in  intelligence 
and    knowledge    of    its    own     business, 
though    not     apparently    in   humanity. 
But  when  Macedonia   came  before  the 
House,  the  Turk  was  at  onoe  credited 
with  *  cruelty.     That    was   an    entirely 
false    conception    of    the    Turk,    as   he 
"thought    every  hon.   Member  who  had 
been  in  Turkey  would  agree.     Nothing 
was  said  about  the  Greeks  and  Bulgarians 
there,  who  cut  one  another's  throats  and 
made    most   of   the    mischief,    but    the 
Turks,  because  they  were  Mahomedans, 
were    said    to    be    cruel.     Cruelty    was 
apparently  a  characteristic  of  Mahomedans 
in  the  eyes  of  hon.  Members  who  knew 
nothing     of    Islam    and     its    followers. 
Was    it    desirable    that    such .  speeches 
should  be  published  more  fully  for  the 
benefit  of  other  nations  ?     Then  another 
hon-  Member  was  so  impressed  by  the 
kind    treatment    he    had     received    in 
Russia  that  he  was  prepared  on  the  spot 
to   give   Russia   a   port   in   the   Persian 
GulL      He    did   not     think     that     was 
a     desirable    thing     to     be       reported 
in    Russia    where   they  might    imagine 
that  the  hon.  Member's  opinion  carried 
weight.     The   hon.  Member   for   Salford 
to-day  wanted  the  Foreign  Minister  to 
interfere  with  the  internal  arrangements 
o!  Japan,  because  he  imagined  they  were 
ill-treating  the  inhabitants  of  Formosa, 
apparently  he  did  not  know  of  Japan's 
unparalled  success  in  civilising  the  worst 
of  savages,   but  in  any  case,  it  was  no 
business  of  ours.     That  was  another  thing 
which  it  was  highly  undesirable  should  be 
reported  at  greater  length  for  the  benefit 
4>f  foreign  nations  than  it  was  likely  to  be 
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under  the  existing  system.  This  was 
his  objection  to  the  Motion ;  otherwise, 
it  had  his  general  support.  When  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  said  that  he  could 
not  provide  room  for  foreigu  reporters, 
he  thought  he  did  himself  an  injustice, 
for  he  had  always  regarded  him  as  a 
kind  of  benevolent  wizard  who  could 
do  anything  for  hon.  Members.  He 
believed,  if  the  First  Commissioner  wished 
to  provide  the  accommodation,  he  could 
do  it,  though  he  did  not  think  it  was 
fair  to  describe  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
as  having  in  despair  "  fallen  back  upon 
pipes  and  flues.^'  Nor  could  he  com- 
miserate with  the  First  Commissioner  if 
he  had  to  fall  *back  on  a  pipe,  though 
if  he  fell  back  on  a  flue  he  hoped  the  flue 
would  not  prove  as  overheated,  as  he 
(Mr.  Rees)  regarded  the  House  to  be.  He 
was  quite  aware  the  House  wanted  to  get 
on  to  something  else,  some  new  and 
original  subject  like  tariff  reform ; 
and  he  would  not  keep  *it  away  from 
its  choice ;  but  he  did  say  that 
hon.  Members  had  very  much  under- 
estimated the  information  which  under 
existing  circumstances  was  supplied  to 
foreign  nations.  He  could  say  that  in  St. 
Petersburg,  where  the  Press  censorship 
was  the  most  rigorous  in  Burope,  folks 
were  well  informed  every  morning  of 
what  went  on  in  the  British  House  of 
Conmions  if  they  cared  to  be  so  in- 
formed; and,  if  little  attention  was 
paid  to  speeches  such  as  he  had  referred 
to,  and  if  they  were  veiled  in  a  decent 
obscurity,  it  was  a  very  fortunate  circum- 
stance, and  he  hoped  it  would  continue 
to  prevail 

Mr.  swift  MACNEILL  said  it  was 
very  comforting  to  know  that,  if  the 
oration  to  which  they  had  just  listened 
were  published  and  printed  in  all  parts 
of  the  world,  it  would  be  strictly  in- 
nocuous. They  had  heard  the  pro- 
nouncement from  a  great  leader  of  the 
party  which  represented  all  the  wealth, 
intellect,  and  intelligence  of  Ireland 
that  that  wealth,  intellect,  and  intelli- 
gence must  be  kept  and  confined  to  a 
limited  circle — themselves,  of  course — 
and  that  foreigners  must  be  excluded 
from  the  benefit  of  it.  He  must  con- 
gratulate the  hon.  Member  on  his  oration . 
For  the  first  time  he  had  made  a  speech 
without  dragging  in  the  Union  Jack  or 
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::.o  l:....:.  or.  wbi.h  all  their  happiness  a  Peer  of  Peers.    The  House  was  fiUe-i 

v.,i>  <uiii'Md  :o  «lvve:  d.     He  i.tw  came  and  the  galleries  were  filled,  but  in  the 

\Y  ::.   .iil"  ki:Ai:.o<>  t\»  The  speech  of  his  Peers'  Gallery  there  were  six  in  a  place 

r:^':.:  h.:..  ::ie:.d. -.v':..j  had  the  one  &a\-ii.j  which      would      have      accommodated 

*::::    ki    z'.izv.czi.     He   v.- as   able   to   say  twenty- five.    He  was  not  a  tremendous 

w.::.    o    v;v::s.ie:.:e    'ivbi^h    wo\:L!d    have  admirer  of  Peers,  and  lie  would  not  keep 

^^:-    vTv-ii:  :o  i:.  Ai.^'icdi:  curate  that  a    pc»nion   of   the   people's    House   nn- 

:r.r:v    -ar.^s   r.o   rx.X!i:   and    that   he   was  occupied  for  them,  especially  when  thev 

o.  Er-elle-,:    ly    cvrsiderr.tions    of    sfvace  did  not  use  it.     It  was  absurd,  and  he 

roT  :o  r:.ter:jiir..  r^:yo::d  :he  espressior.  really    asked     right      hon.     GentlemeL 

c:  ..  ::o::s  crii.:-::. — a  kind  of  doxoloiiy  :o  thir.k  of  :he  absurdity  of  it.       H* 

-  :JiT  .ue<:.-::.  c:  r:vv:ii:.i:  acconinioda-  v.-  u'.d  be  very  scny  indeed  if  even  one 
:  . ..  :\t  the  T'rr^.rT-rrs  c:  :r.e  forti^i:  British  or  Irish  repc-rter  was  exclude: 
Fr— >.  H:>  :\*:*r.t  i.:.  friend  had  really  Vy  a;  c«:  nunc  da:  iir.  being  provided  io: 
c.  .-::iv.>  :•::  it.l  t-.:urr.  a:.d  he  would  :he  foreign  Press.  He  regarded  the 
bi.vr  d:rr  -fxtr-::  r'y"  Wr".'.  is  a  twei.t:etr.  r reserve  •::  rerorters  of  foreign  new?- 
iTLtury  W:-:r..  E-:  : ^. lev- d.h.jT. ever. that  rar-ers  who  »;cn:d  catch  the  tone  of  the 
::  t":.-:  t-rr-.ttrr?  •::  r':.t  :■::►. ^n  ^^f^^  wrre  H.u>e.  realise  the  prcpcrticns,  and  se- 
^-v-:.  :..  AnM:.'.d.it  ::.  ::.  tr.f  *:.ie  i:allT:i-;>  thiiirs  in  their  true  light,  to  be  of  esset- 
:;■  thr  rxte:?-::.  •::  the  Eer«::tcr>"  tial  'lenef-t  to  the  reace  and  amity'.: 
1-.  I'.-rry  tr^-T  -.r  :.ur  > -t?  n«:  ^:.e  ^rculd  :he  r^  rli.  There  was  no  dcubt  wh&t- 
c-  _L  tie  >l:^it-:jt  ii^T-e  tn.:irri>S':.i.  ever  a:  :ut  thst.  He  would  give  then. 
Aitb.-.h  the  ::^lt  h-.r.  Ge:_tl-;r-A:.  i.e  slight  iz5tar.:e|  to  shew  ^Iiat  hr 
hj. :  thr  i.lv.^:^_-  .:  :e::.^  y«-v:^^:  nie^-t.  Ee  wctiid  take  care  not  to 
'.'::.'-  Lr   3Ir.  3Ii.N-- 11   he  h:.A  h-.i  .^i.-  niritii.     any     r-ame.      Seme     eigbteei 

v!'.  vli   :-•...„   tl-f    i..;>  —  h-:    n.v-jt    h.-v-:  i:  i    :.  :     >!.:•»-     :y    what     preliminai}" 

r-r-:.   :::  i.r    the   ^a"    :y  _:.  ?h:rt-  ji.*: —  niTtr.    i?.  ir.  Unler-S^r^taiyship,  macr 

T  h: :.     ^^  y     he: .     Y.. '..:-. z     . .  i". .".    -. 5} y  .^  £1 : .  •  itta . k  .n  r?£3Lri  to  ^r.  important 

>::/.:.::>    ;:  i    :.:.- ■     -1:     r^rv.:"::?    -:i-  .ir?::  :..   iLLi.    r-f-Atisc   tlere   were   net 

.  .  i.  i.       T:   :-       t.v       h.-.    •-.-      ■.:  -  .i-:n:^:.     rtTii.h-     and     ether     loreigL 

c  . .  :t - :   . :  -":.-    H .  .  >.    - .  -  :.  . :.   : •■-, , : :-  -  - .  ^.  --; .  ^ ^     -_     -^.-z     E :  tise     wh«D    could 

n-i  ---•>  "^T-   1:::  r::  A-tf  ..:  i  d^-j  .t  hiVT     nifiJ^iTT-i     his     intellectt^al     and 

:  :   ^ : : : . -  n. 7 :,   ~  1.      .■  •  '.  :  . :   '.  r :     :z.--..  -. .. .::: .  il  5:^ -- t .  it  Tis  gre*tly  magnificc- 

T :. .  T *.  t    V t .  1.    "^T : "  : . :-        ..•-..:*.     Ht  y,-:    ':  -: l.:  v-- d    ■_:_    ».r^:Eiinv    •*•; r    montl:< 

■...:  :  .'  ■   :  :1' -.  ..-     :  Lin.  ?-.-  "ly  t:.-  ..:■:-:■=■.:::>  n-rsrs  us^c  to  Lush  childrE:. 

^  •■:^'    ■.::-;■.:.■.■.:    t::     tT:-t:th-  :,   j,.;-   ";;■  s.;-^  :"  The  cr^e^t  English- 

t;    -■  >      11   y  "    "■  '-  --.-•>     -H      :  .t  — .:    i<  ..  .n.-ij."     They   L:d   h*en  able 

;"■.".-   y  -.:f     :.  ■    '  r:-.7:.'.   -.:.:  :t  :,  -.■■  i;  ti-.  n:  :,'?*_:«  jftlit  eminent  statef- 

'-■      "      .  .    '.  ■       .---.--    ■-:.::::  -  i.. .     The  hi.  '.^  n:i^  nu-n  who  bad  juat 

':         ■'    '                 ■     '-  ^'  '     ."      ■-  -■  -   •- .  -    .lit    -h.zi  he  Lid  referred  £^ 

"    '    ■   ■  ■  '                      '     y     -       ■      '     ■  . .  i..-: ;  ^t:t:■:nliI.  iLid.  during  the  last 

-  —  .  -  -  -  ^.:!:  ■--■>,?.  r::'.-r.tly  mterr*: cited  the 
>  '  ;■  ^  :  :  .:r  .-  .-  ^r.r.r:  t -ricttheprgsscilitvcf  foreign 
?  ■  ~  .  *  ,.  '  .  .  -  '  --  "  ■■-■■-  ■^-  P'*"=-  i- entirely  iai?e 
5^  ■^'             ^     '■    '•'       ■■    r-.y'-'  ..■.    -J.  \:  -:...-     .  ■  — 7*10  m  zh^t  Hoc^ 

■    '-'  ■               .,      '                 \        "    V.    '  ..  -•  -..  -:.  ■  .:    ..   :l:i^  -v.  cid  be  quite 

-  "              -     "'    -        ""    -.          "_      ^  -T  '     "              '':.-'     ;-^-7^r    inteil«tcal 
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that  paper,  which  everyone  in  this  country 
knew,  or  ought  to  know,  was  a  public 
liar,  would  be  curtailed.  Reports  of  the 
debates  in  that  House  furnished  in  the 
columns  of  The  TimeSyhi^  was  bound  to 
say  were,  on  the  whole,  fair  reports  and 
fair  summaries.  But  with  these  reports 
which  were  fair  there  came  malignant 
comments  which  were  taken  in  many 
places,  even  by  well-informed  Conti- 
nental journalists,  as  gospel  truths.  If 
three  or  four  seats  were  given  to  repre- 
sentatives of  foreign  journals  the  greatest 
benefit  would  be  secured. 

Mfu  BYLES  (Salford,  N.)  said  he 
would  not  have  risen  but  that  he 
desired  to  make  a  practical  suggestion. 
He  hoped  in  anything  he  might  say  that 
he  would  be  able  to  avoid  the  party 
references  and  the  somewhat  quarrel- 
some tone  which  had  been  introduced 
in  some  of  the  latar  speeches.  It  would 
be  impossible  for  him  to  oppose  the 
Motion  which  his  hon.  friend  had  made . 
It  would  be  unfriendly  to  the  profession 
to  which  he  had  belonged  all  his  life,  and 
it  would  be  unfriendly  to  foreign  people, 
with  whom  he  desired  this  country  should 
always  be  on  terms  of  the  greatest 
cordiality.  He  agreed  with  the  mover 
of  the  Resolution  that  its  facceptance 
would  t3nd  towards  peace  and 
make  for  friendship  between  the 
nations  of  Europe.  One  had  to  look  at 
the  matter,  however,  not  only  from  the 
point  of  view  of  the  foreign  newspapers, 
but  from  the  point  of  view  of  the  British 
and  Irish  newspapers.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  told  them  there  were 
physical  difficulties  in  the  way  of  finding 
room  for  representatives  of  the  foreign 
Press.  He  was  against  any  encroach- 
ment on  the  space  that  was  foimd  to  be 
necessar}"  for  our  own  newspapers,  but 
he  was  also  against  any  encroachment 
upon  the  space  which  Members  of  that 
House  enjoyed  whether  on  the  floor 
or  in  the  gallery.  Any  further  limitation 
of  their  room  would  only  tend  to  revive 
those  septennial  demands  for  c  new 
horseshoe-shaped  House  of  Commons 
to  which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had 
referred.  He,  for  his  part,  had  no 
desire  whatever  to  see  the  House  either 
enlarged  or  diminished.  The  suggestion 
he  had  to  make  was  that  if  they  could  not 
take    space  from  their  own   gallerv   or 
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invent  space  in  some  other  part  of  the^ 
House,  they  should  at  least  find  out 
how  the  space  already  allotted  to 
the  Press  was  allocated.  ^  The  First 
Commissioner  had  told  them  that 
the  matter  was  not  in  his  Depart- 
ment, and  that  it  was  a  matter 
for  the  authorities  of  the  House.  He 
had  the  greatest  possible  respect  for 
the  authorities  of  the  House,  bufc  he  dii 
not  know  how  to  get  at  them.  They 
were  the  one  power  regulating  their 
affairs  which  appeared  to  him  to  be^ 
inaccessible  to  members.  But  perhaps- 
the  First  Commissioner  himself  would  be 
able  to  bring  his  great  influence  to  bear 
to  obtain  from  them  some  statement  of 
the  manner  in  which  the  fifty  or  so  seats 
in  the  Press  Gallery  were  at  present 
allocated.  He  believed  at  one  time  a. 
map  was  drawn  of  the  Gallery  with  the 
names  of  the  newspapers  entitled  4  to 
seats  there,  just  as  one  sometimes^ 
saw  a  dinner  plan  on  those  occa- 
sions when  one  was  invited  to  a  great 
banquet.  He  would  ask  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  if  he  would  find  out,  and 
make  the  information  available  to  the- 
whoie  House,  the  newspapers  which 
were  represented  in  the  Gallery  and  the 
number  of  places  which  they  enjoyed, 
so  that  they  might  find  out  whether  the 
right  newspapers  were  admitted;  He- 
suspected  that  the  allocation  of  seats^ 
there  was  of  some  considerable  standing,, 
and  that  it  was  not  frequently  revised. 
The  suggestions  he  would  make  was  that 
the  allocation  of  seats  should  be  revised 
from  time  to  time,  and  that  at  pretty 
frequent  periods,  so  that  there  might  not 
be  seats  occupied  by  what  he  might 
call  deadheads,  without  disrespect,  he 
hoped,  to  his  Press  friends  above — by 
those  who  were  not  really  reporting  the 
proceedings  of  the  House,  but  were  looking 
on  for  dillettante  or  artistic  or  some  other 
purposes.  He  would  yield  to  none 
in  his  admiration  of  the  skill  of  the 
professional  gentfcmen  who  attended 
their  debates  or  in  his  estimate  of  the 
importance  to  every  Member  of  the 
House  and  to  the  constituencies  which 
they  represented  of  the  services  which 
those  patient  gentlemen  rendered  to- 
them.  He  was  sure  one  must  pity 
til  em,  fo"  many  a  time  Members  felt 
impelled  to  escape  from  the  chamber,  but- 
the  professional  gentleman  upstairs  hai 
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to  sit  it  out.  He  hoped  right  hon.  I  It  would,  he  thought,  consideiablv 
<»entlemen  might  even  yet  say  something  |  improve  our  relations  with  the  people 
in  the  direction  of  meeting  this  point,  j  of  India  if  they  had  reports  of  the  pro- 
as the  very  fact  that  the  seats  were  i  ceedings  of  that  House  coming  to  them 
so  few  and  necessarily  so  restricted  by  i  at  first  hand  from  any  representative 
physical  limitations  should  make  them  j  that  their  newspapers  chose  to  send  to 
extremely  careful  that  tl.ey  were  allotted  j  Westminster.        Considering    the    great 


in    the    best    and 
possible. 


most  effectual  way  ,  number  of  questions  which  were  being 
constantly  put  to  the  Secretary  for  India. 
India  evidently  loomed  largely  in  their 
Mr.  AVILLIAM  REDMOND  said  he    discussions.     He   had   been    very  much 

did  not  wish  to  prolong  the  discussion,    impressed  with  the  great  interest  which 

He  wished  to  call  the  First  Commissioner's    some  of  the  Colonies,  e.g.  Canada,  took  in 

attention  to  or.e  fact  alone.     He  would 

find    if    he    referred  to   the   Report    of 

the    Committee    on    the   Parliamentary' 

Debates  very  valu;ible  eWdence  to  guide 

him  in  this  matter,  and  amor.^st  other 


the  debates  of  the  House.  He  thought  the 
£rreat  newspapers  of  Canada  should  have 
facilities  for  being  directly  represented 
in  the  House,  and  if  that  could  not  be 
done  for  lack  of  accommodation  in  the 
things  he  would  rind  it  proved  beyond    Press  Gallery,  surely  the  representatives 

of  those  newspapers  might  be  allowed 
to  penetrate  if  not  into  the  Chamber 
itself,  at  least  into  the  inner  Lobby 
At  prese:-.t  their  position  was  as  igno- 
mir/lous  a:.d  unhappy  as  that  of  the 
wives  of  hon.  Members,  who  had  to  wait 
ar  a  ilisiaLC-?,  ui.til  the  Members  whoni 
:h-?y  so-.:ch:  had  been  h  :nted  up 
ill  over  the  building.  If  the  corre- 
^l■^•j:•.c:?:.:s  could  r.o:  hear  the  speeches, 
:':.o:.  :':.ey  miiiLt  l-e  able  to  «.atch  some 
^■:  tie  r/noes,  a-d  that  aiTargement 
:vi«*r.:  yr?ver.t  s  n:e  of  those  misonder- 
5:a::.l::.*:s   •v-v   Eur:'>?ai.  nations  which 


iill  doubt  that  the  onioial  reporting  stafi 
in  the  Galler}'  wore  entirely  inadequately 
accommodated.        Whatever    might    l>e 
said  of  the  newspapers  irenerally.  metro- 
politan and  provir.oial.  everyK>dy  must 
agree  that  those  who  woiv  or.irasred  i:: 
r^ponir.i:  the  ofii^ial  re^.0I\is  of  Parlia- 
ment oiigkt  to  have  the  very  Ivs:  places 
azd  every  faoiliiy  jZivon  :heni.     He  quite 
aowd  with  his  ho:;.  :ri-::".-t  o^>rosi:e  rhi: 
i:  it  were  possiV'.e  i:  ".vov.'.i  ':-/ 
to  have  reir:^so:.t.it:v.;5  tr;:/. 
o:    the    wori.i.     T*::t>?    w.is   : 
'lie  o:;o:te.;  to  i:.  t:;:it.  l\:t 
>teV'    w;is    ::',k'::.    the    K-:*o:7 
>rl:\t    Co:::::uttt-e    cv.yr.t    to 

t"?     i:^"tlo  \'ni'-ir^^: 


V'.irt 


'  "k-o  -i^- ', 


*M::.  >MEAT':»X  s^id 


:rr.:..v  t.r- 


51  The  right 
r.j.:.  ha.i  siet  Lim  in  f. 
a::.i  had  crlven  conditiozial 
h::h  he  ha*i  taken  note — to 
it  ::  c:MUTnstrj>ce5  were  to 
::ui::es  siigh:  r-e  overcome 
.  n-j.  ai.d  p>xi  iniencioDS 
"h:o<  •-  rds  a»  coavejing  a 
,*k-.  thr  :v::>r»s:on  when 
•:■-  .-.rr-.  i — ir.i  :ha:  need  no: 
Vr.i.7  the^r  cirvumstances 
t  i.  .  --  :hr  House,  and 
■  :  ::    -.third's-  his  Motion. 


INV 


" .  .y  1  y  ■       A' :  r  >e*":er ;     sAid 

:    •.. ^hftler.  having 

.   -t   h. "-  Me=ih««  wcioki 
.   :.    -.:>:-:--'d.     "C^ie*  of  ''jSo 
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on."]  Very  well ;  in  that  case  he  would 
'move:  "That  this  House,  regarding 
with  anxiety  the  increase  of  unemploy- 
ment among  the  working  classes,  is  of 
opinion  that  with  a  view  to  its  diminution 
such  a  reform  of  our  .fiscal  system  should 
be  adopted  as  would  check  unfair  com- 
petition, lead  to  a  reduction  in  the 
liostile  tariffs  of  foreign  countries,  pro- 
vide a  basis  for  mutual  preference  between 
the  Mother  country  and  the  Colonies, 
«nd  increase  the  demand  for  labour  at 
home."  He  thought  that  no  apology 
was  necessary  for  bringing  this  subject 
before  the  House  again,  because  in  a 
time  of  record  exports  and  imports  the 
problem  of  unemplo3anent  was  acute  and 
the  gravity  of  the  question  could  not  be 
ignored.  A  Liberal  morning  paper,  the 
Daily  News,  had  made  the  following 
statement — 

**  Men  who  never  walk  in  unemployed  pro- 
cessions,  men  who  would  scorn  to  register 
At  the  town  hall,  men  who  would  rather  die 
than  accept  the  hospitality  of  the  guardians 
of  the  pool,  are  to-day  to  the  numb^  of  hun- 
<lred8  of  thonsands  seeking  employment.** 

In  support  of  this  view  let  them  consider 
the  statistics  with  regard  to  emigration. 
Ten  years  ago  our  emigration  was  60,000  ; 
in  1906  it  had  risen  to  195,000  ;  and  last 
year  it  was  240,000.  In  Germany,  with 
ta  population  50  per  cent,  greater,  emi- 
gration was  but  a  fraction  of  what  it 
was  here.  Yet  formerly  the  emigration 
in  both  countries  was  about  the  same. 
In  Germany,  with  an  altered  fiscal 
:svstem,  and  a  population  increasing  at  a 
greater  rate  than  here,  the  emigration 
was  stationary,  and  ranged  from  25,000 
to  30,000  a  year.  In  this  country  last 
year  four  out  of  every  hundred  in  skilled 
trades  were  unemployed,  against  one 
per  hundred  in  Germany.  At  the  present 
time  our  average  had  risen  to  six,  com- 
pared with  two  or  two  and  a  half  in 
Germany.  We  had  a  far  larger  propor- 
tion out  of  work  in  the  unskilled  trades, 
but  if  only  the  same  proportion  were 
taken  there  could  not  be  less  than 
1)00,000.  The  future  held  out  a  pros- 
pect of  an  increase  of  the  number 
of  people  engaged  in  casual  work — the 
most  unsatisfactory  of  all.  Mr.  Sadler 
Ndaid  that  British  parents  were  less  in- 
43lined  than  ever  to  apprentice  their  boys 
l>ecau8e  trades  changed  so  frequently 
-that  there  was  no  permanency  of  em- 


plojonent.  [A Voice:  "Machinery,"]  No, 
it  was  not  machinery,  but  unfair  com- 
petition. A  few  years  ago  they  were  tojd 
that  this  country  had  fallen  behind  in 
commercial  enterprise  because  thepeo^e 
lacked  technical  education.  Now,  how- 
ever, large  sums  had  been  expended  to 
make  our  technical  schools  efficient,  but 
what  was  the  use  of  that  if,  when  the  pupils 
had  learned  their  crafts,  there  was  no  work 
for  them  ?  They  were  in  the  position 
of  the  owner  of  the  horse  who  received 
a  bill  from  the  veterinary  surgeon : 
"  To  curing  your  horse  until  he  died, 
£2  10s."  The  evil  of  unemployment 
existed;  it  was  pressing,  chronic,  and 
increasing.  The  Labour  Socialist  Party 
had  put  forward  their  cure  in  two  Bills 
this  session,  the  "  Right-to- Work "  Bill, 
now  known  as  the  "  Will-not- Work " 
Bill,  and  the  Bill  to  limit  employment 
in  any  trade  to  eight  hours — a  proposal 
80  riddled  by  objections  in  the  discussion 
that  the  Leader  of  the  Party  last 
Wednesday  desired  to  withdraw  the  Bill, 
'^.nd  dare  not  face  the  ordeal  of  a 
division.  But  what  had  the  Government 
done  ?  They  had  been  two  years  in 
office  with  a  Labour  Member  at  the  head 
of  the  Local  Government  Board.  [Mini- 
sterial Cheers.]  Yes,  hon.  Members 
opposite  cheered  him  now. 


Earl  WINTERTON  : 
cheer  him  in  Battersea. 


They  do  not 


MR.GOULDING  said  that  the  Govern- 
ment had  not  even  sketched  out  the 
general  lines  of  a  policy  to  deal  with  the 
problem.  Not  having  a  policy  of  their  own, 
this  Government  of  Royal  Commissions 
might  doubtless  have  appointed  a  further 
Commission,  but  in  their  mental  destitu- 
tion they  postponed  all  action.  They 
waited  in  the  hope  that  a  Commission 
appointed  by  the  late  Government  to 
inquire  into  the  Poor  Law  system,  and 
to  report  on  the  treatment  of  the  aged 
poor,  the  infirm,  the  unworkables,  and 
tramps,  might  suggest  how  work  was 
to  be  found  for  willing,  able  workmen 
seeking  work  to-day.  WTiata  mockery  it 
all  was!  The  Secretary  to  the  Local 
Government  Board  came  forward  with  the 
proposal  that  women  should  be  turned  out 
of  the  industrial  life  of  the  country,  with- 
out any  regard  to  the  number  of  homios 
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that  would  be  deprived  of  the  bread- ' 
winner  if  such  a  cruel  policy  were  carried 
out.  It  would  be  interesting  to  note 
how  the  Under-Secretary  for  the  Colonies 
treated  this  proposal  of  his  colleague 
when  he  returned  to  Lancashire,  if 
prophecy  was  true,  for  re-election  in 
the  near  future.  The  President  of  the  ' 
Board  of  Trade  admitted  that  we  were  ' 
sick,  or  going  to  be  sick,  so  he  would  ' 
summon  all  the  captains  of  industry 
to  confer  on  the  condition  of  the  nation, 
but  they  must  leave  their  fiscal  notions 
on  the  door-mat.  In  other  words,  the 
surgeons  were  to  be  summoned,  but 
they  must  leave  their  operating  instru- 
ments outside.  Yet  in  his  Patents 
Act  the  right  hoD.  Gentleman  had 
prohibited  all  competition  from  outside 
in  certain  trades,  and  made  possible 
monopolies,  while  all  that  tarifE  reformers 
desired  was  the  imposition  of  a  tariff 
to  safeguard  national  industries  from 
unfair  competition.  What  was  the  lesson 
that  had  been  taught  in  recent  times  ? 
If  in  a  period  of  booming  trade  there 
was  this  unemployment,  what  world 
be  the  position  when  we  witnessed 
bad  trade,  and  the  lean  years  were  on 
us  ?  If  work  would  not  go  round 
for  the  people  seeking  employment  in 
time  of  loom,  what  woxAA  be  the 
case  in  time  of  trade  depression  I  Was 
there  no  remedy  possible  but  the  enforced 
and  increased  emigration  of  some  of 
the  most  promising  of  our  working 
people  {  He  believed  that  the?e  wa?. 
When  vre  adopted  free  trade  we  had  no 
rivals  to  fear.  To-day  the  matter  was 
different,  and  we  could  no  longer  contir.uo 
with  impur.ity  to  give  our  competitors 
the  inmiense  advantage  of  free  access  to 
our  markets,  and  at  the  same  time  endure 
every  restriction  they  chose  to  impose 
against  our  ;L'oods  desiring  to  oi-ter  their 
markets.  Tariff  reformers  did  i.ot  say 
that  all  iinemplo}Tnent  was  due  to  unfair 
competition  and  hostile  tariffs,  but  they 
did  ?ay  that  on  the  evidence  of  employers 
and  workmen  a  izroat  part. was  due  to 
the-e  f  a  uses,  and  they  proposed  by 
tariffs  to  ivniedy  what  was  possible. 


Mr.  VIVIAX  .Birkenhead)  :  Will  the 
hon.  r;»^i.tVma!i  explain  what  unfair 
ronip»'titio:.  th^^iv  is  in  the  building  trade, 
which  omnloTs   LlW.KM  hands  V 


Mb.  GOULDING  said  that  if  the  hon. 
Member  would  wait  he  wonld  come  to  the 
trades    in    a    moment.    Did    the    hon. 
Member    know    the    amount    of    goods 
produced  for  the  building  trade  under 
sweated  conditions  ?    Last  year  we  im- 
ported into   this  conntiy   £150,000,000 
worth  of  manufactured  goods,  and  some 
£80,000,000  must  have  been    spent  on 
labour.     It  was  considered  that  a  portion 
of  those   goods  could   be   equally  well 
made  in   this  country,  and  that  reason- 
able    security    would    attract     capital 
here  which  was  now  invested  in  foreign 
lands   by  our  own  people.     Let    them 
take  the  case  of  iron  and  steeL     Did 
anyone  suggest  that  that  trade  had  not 
been   injured  ?    Fifteen    years    ago   we 
were  first  in  the  production  of  steel  and 
and  iron,  five  years  ago  we  had  fallen  to 
second  place,  and  to-day  w;e  held  a  bad 
third.     The  United  States  and  Germany 
had  both  passed  us.     We  were  under  no 
disadvantage    in    regard   to    supply   of 
material,  the  skill  of  our  workmen,  or  the 
efl&ciencyof  our  methods.     We  had  only 
one  advantage.     We  had  the  advantage 
of  ha^^ng  the  best  coal  produced  anywhere 
at    our    ver}'    door.    We    started    the 
competition  at  the  top  of  the   world; 
the  position  had  been  wrested  from  us 
by  a  deliberate  policy  of  securing  the 
large  market   at   home   first,   and  then 
dumping  their  surplus  here  in  our  open 
markets.    To-day  ship  plates  were  offered 
in  our  markets  at  a  price  at  which  we 
could  not  produce  them,  and  we  were 
threatened  with  further  disaster.      Then 
w  irh  regard  to  the  silk  trade,  in  almost 
every  branch  of  that  industry  there  was 
less  employment.     Mills  were  closed  at 
Maccleslield.  Nottingham,  Derby,  Man* 
Chester,  and  London.    Firms  who  formerly 
weaved    silk    goods    now    simply   were 
makers  up  of  German.  Swiss^  and  Italian 
manufactures.     The  trades  that  had  been 
killed  or  crippled  were   known  to  alL 
[An    Hoy.    Member  :       What    trades  ? 
How  many  ?]    The  hon.  Member  knew 
well  enough.     He  was  not  going  to  be 
drawn  aside  by  side  issues.     If  he  wanted 
n.ore  information  he  could  get  it  in  the 
Budiiet  debates — at  any  rateJMembeis 
o!.  the  Union. ist  side  of  the  House  would 
riiiso     these     matters    on     all    possible 
ocasions.    He  heard  last   week  of  the 
casc*  of  a  manufacturer  in  the  SCdlands 
who    until    recently    employed    several 


M- 


1329 


Unemployment.  {2t  March  1908} 


Unsmphyment. 


1330 


hundred  hands  in  his  factory.  He  had 
•ceased  to  manufacture,  and  he  was  now 
simply  a  buyer  and  seller,  and  the  men 
had  been  dismissed.  What  were  the 
facts  ?  That  man  had  as  a  manu- 
facturer to  face  the  keenest  competition, 
and  ultimately  similar  goods  were  sold 
in  the  markets  he  supplied  at  actually 
<508t  price.  On  inquiry  he  found  that 
they  were  made  in  Germany,  On  com- 
municating with  this  Grerman  rival,  he 
found  that  the  price  was  to  be  still 
further  reduced,  but  that  if  he  cared  to 
do  so  the  German  would  let  him  have 
what  he  wanted  for  sale  at  present  price. 
"He  consulted  his  trade-unionist  work- 
men to  learn  if  they  would  be  prepared, 
by  taking  reduced  wages,  to  join  him 
in  fighting  against  the  German,  They 
rightly  declined,  seeing  no  limit  to  what 
this  might  entail,  as  security  against 
unfair  competition  did  not  exist.  The 
manufacturer,  as  a  consequence,  came 
t3  terms  with  the  German  and  converted 
liimself  into  a  buyer  and  seller,  and  thus 
made  his  profit  while  he  was  relieved  of 
liis  responsibility  as  an  employer.  But 
if  he  was  going  on  with  his  trade  it  was 
the  intention  of  the  German  firm  to  sell 
the  goods  whish  he  manufactured  below 
cost  price.  [Ministerial  Cdes  of  "  What 
:g)ods?"  "What  trade?"]  Hon.  Mem- 
fa  3rs  opposite  would  like  to  indulge  in 
inquisitorial  business,  but  he  was  not 
•g  )ing  to  submit  to  it.  Hid  hon.  Gentle- 
man opposite  such  a  high  opinion  of  the 
Members  of  this  H^use  as  to  believe  that 
a  M^mbar  would  get  up  and  state  a  thing 
which  to  his  own  knowledge  was  untrue  ? 
[Renewed  cries  of  "  Name,"  and  "  What 
gDods?"]  In  spite  of  the  interruption 
lio  would  continue  the  argument.  This 
manufacturer  came  to  his  workmen  and 
tDld  them  what  was  the  deal  proposed 
by  the  German  manufacturer,  and  asked 
his  workmen  if  they  and  their  trade 
union  would  stand  in  with  him  in  the 
competition  with  the  German  manu- 
facturer by  taking  reduced  wages.  [Re- 
newed interruption  and  cries  of  "  Where," 
r.nd  "  Name."]  The  workmen  rightly 
<Ie?lined  to  do  so,  because  they  had  no 
security  whatever  as  regarded  their 
future  liabilities,  and  there  would  be  no 
safeguard  for  their  trade,  and  their 
wages  would  be  permanently  reduced. 
What  happened  1  The  manufacturer  as 
a  consequence  came  to  terms  with  the 


German.  [An  Hon.  Member  :  "*  He 
never  did  ;  and  renewed  cries  of  "  Name," 
and  "  What  goods  ?  "  "  hat  trade  ?  "] 
He  declined  to  give  the  information, 
and  dismissed  the  observation  of  the 
hon.  Gentleman  opposite  as  a  specimen 
of  good  manners  of  the  party  which 
contained  a  great  number  of  Gentlemen 
who  were  not  English  five  years  ago. 
[Renewed  interruption,  and  Ministerial 
ironical  cries  of  "  Manners."]  This  gen« 
tleman  had  ceased  to  be  a  manufacturer. 
[Ministerial  cries  of  "  Of  wh'  t  ?  "] 
had  turned  his  factory  into  a  warehouse, 
had  become  a  buyer  and  a  seller,  and  was 
making  his  profit  while  his  employees 
were  scattered  abroad.  [Renewed  cries 
of  **  What  goods  i  "     "  What  trade  ?  '*] 

The  president  of  the  BOARD  op 
TRADE  (Mr.  Lloyd-George,  Carnarvon 
Boroughs) :  I  would  not  interrupt,  but 
of  course,  at  this  hour  there  will  be  no 
opportunity  for  reply.  I  therefore  think 
we  are  entitled  to  ask  the  hon.  Member, 
not  with  a  view  to  identification,  but  of 
testing  the  effect  on  the  whole  trade , 
what  was  the  particular  class  of  goods  ? 
There  miy  be  special  reasons  why  this 
gentleman  gave  up  his  factory. 

Mr.  GOULDING  said  that  the  gentle- 
man was  a  mmufacturer  of  lamp- 
holders.  [Ministerial  laughter.]  He 
dared  say  thit  hon.  Gentlemen  who 
laughed  would  much  prefer  that 
those  lamp-holders  should  be  manu-, 
fictured  in  Germiny.  At  any  rate, 
400  hunds  who  were  getting  a  living  in 
manufacturing  those  goods  were  now 
dispersed  abroad.  [Cries  of  "Where  ?  "] 
Whit  he  was  asking  the  Party  opposite, 
who  were  champions  of  Free  Trade, 
was,  whit  was  to  happen  to  the 
workmen  who  were  thrown  out  of 
employment  ?  They  knew  that  Ger- 
many and  the  United  States  were 
largely  increasing  their  productive 
capacity,  and  they  were  casting  on 
these  shores  their  surplus  goods  which 
they  could  not  get  rid  of  at  horns.  The 
position  was  entirely  different  from  what  it 
was  sixty  years  ago.  They  wanted  to 
m3et  these  altered  conditions  with  a 
complete  change  in  our  fiscil  system — 
broadening  the  basis  of  tixition — safe- 
{^uariing  national  industries  against  un- 
fair competition,  giving  us  ths  means  to 
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negotiate  with  foreign  countries,  and  pro- 
viding the  basia  for  mutual  trade  ad- 
van  ttiges  within  the  £mpire,  and  sup- 
porting our  best  customers.  He  desired 
to  deal  with  one  point  alone.  All 
parties  were  alarmed  at  the  naval  policy 
which  had  been  promulgated  by  Ger- 
many, whose  strength  lay  in  this  condi- 
tion of  unemployment  of  our  people.  If 
the  German  naval  policy  was  persisted  in 
a  "Vast  expenditure  would  be  imposed  on 
this  country, for  both  parties  in  the  State 
were  agreed  on  the  m^'intenance  of  the 
two-Power  standard.  We  had  at  present 
no  effective  means  of  getting  Ger- 
many to  re -consider  her  policy.  But 
supposing  we  had  a  tariff  ?  Did  hon. 
Members  think  for  one  moment  thft 
Germany,  sending  the  greatest  portion  of 
her  exports  to  this  country,  would  not 
hesitate  if  we  had  the  power  by  levying 
a  tax  on  her  goods  entering  this  country 
to  rrise  the  money  for  the  extra  ships 
which  her  mad  policy  forced  upon  us. 
The  Member  for  Glasgow  in  his  Amend- 
ment rightly  stated  that  the  greatest 
obstacle  thft  could  be  erected  against 
the  policy  of  the  Labour  Socialist  Party 
was  the  policy  of  tariff  reform  linked 
with  Imperialism,  and  he  readily  under- 
stood their  position.  How  were  the 
Grovemment  meeting  the  Socialists  \ 
The  Bills  they  had  proposed  this  session 
if  passed  must  increase  the  number  of 
the  unemployed,  and  were  m'iily  con- 
cerned with  party  politics.  The  Presi- 
dent of  the  \joc^\\  Government  Board 
might  r  ise  laughter  in  the  House  about 
expeditions  to  soup  kite  hen  s,  but 
wretched  men  and  women  outside  seeking 
employment  in  order  thiit  rhey  misrht 
buv  bre  d  would  take  a  different  A-iew. 
The  writinc  Wi.s  on  the  wall,  and  when- 
ever opportunity  was  afforded  thorn  the 
elect<^rs  would  in  his  ojiinion  declare  for 
a  policy  of  tariff  nform  as  alone  likely 
to  give  ni«  ro  employment,  and  at  the  same 
time,  defeat  tlie  dangerous  policy  of 
Soi'i  li  ts.     He  beirged  to  move. 

*Mr.  FLETCHER  (Hampstead^  in 
secondi!  g  the  Resolution,  saw  that 
wherever  he  we!it,  ho  fotmd  there 
was  a  feelinu  amoujist  the  artizai; 
classes  of  the  intense  uiuH^puUrity  of  the 
Government.  He  had  said  to  thoni 
"  Where  are  vour  leaders  •  Why  do 
vou  not  toll  them  what  you  have  been 


telling  me,  so  that  they  might  "pufpws- 
sure  on  the  (Jovemment  ?  "  Tl^n  Car 
dinal  Manning,  before  he  was  a  teetotaler, 
explained  to  an  andience  that  owing 
to  the  weakness  of  his  digestion  he  was 
obliged  to  take  a  little  stimulant,  some- 
body said  "  Change  your  doctor."  Car- 
dinal Planning  did  so  with  success.  To 
the  artizan  classes  of  this  country  who 
■  wanted  work  he  gave  the  same  advice 
:  ''Change  your  leaders,"  and  there  would  be 
'  fewer  men  out  of  work.  The  Chancdlor 
of  the  Exchequer  in  his  Budget  speech 
spoke  for  more  than  two-and-a  half  hoois 
without  mentioning  the  unemployed,  and 
in  the  Eing^s  Speech  there  was  not  a  woid 
about  unemployment.  What  the  Govern- 
ment had  done  had  been  to  increase  un- 
emplo}^ment.  Although  when  in  Oppo- 
sition they  had  denounced  doles,  they 
now  relied  upon  doles.  They  denounced 
the  Agricultural  Rates  Act  'with  bitter- 
ness as  a  dole,  but  they  had  not  been  in 
«  ffi^e  two  or  three  months  before  they 
i  commenced  doles.  They  had  given  a 
dole  of  £25.000  to  necessitous  school 
'  areas  and  a  dole  of  £200,000  to  the  unem- 
ployed,  which  was  to  be  repeated  this 
year.  They  were  also  feeding  their  small 
holders  with  doles.  Their  Small  Hold- 
ines  Act  would  be  an  absolute  failure. 
What  the  Government  should  do  was  to 
put  a  small  duty  on  hops.  If  they  did 
not  put  a  duty  on  imported  foreign  hops 
there  was  not  a  county  in  Elngland  in- 
terested in  hop  growing  who  would  not 
discard  the  liberal  candiidates  at  the  next 
general  election.  Small  duties  such  .  s  he 
advocated  were  the  only  means  of 
enabling  men  without  capital  to  make  a 
living  upon  the  smaU  holdings  which  had 
been  pro^^ded  by  the  Government. 
There  would  be  no  real  danger  in  these 
duties  and  there  would  be  no  real  increase 
of  cost  or  very  little  to  the  consumer. 
because  production  would  be  stimulated 
by  them  and  many  thousands  of  young 
men  would  be  able  to  put  money  in  their 
pockets  if  the  duties  were  imposed^ 
Surely  ii  was  better  to  pav  a  little  more 
tor  their  good<  and  provide  employment 
for  thousands  of  their  fellow  countrymm 
ihiin  to  pay  a  little  less  and  be  obliged  to 
devote  :he  diderence  to  the  relief  of 
pauperism.     He  begged  to  second. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,. 
*'  Thdt     this     House,     regarding,    wiib 
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anxiety  the  increase  of  unemploy- 
ment among  the  working  classes,  is 
of  opinion  that  with  a  view  to  its  diminu- 
tion such  a  refonn  of  our  fiscal  system 
should  be  adopted  as  would  check  unfair 
competition,  lead  to  a  reduction  in  the 
hostile  tariffs  of  foreign  countries,  •pro- 
vide a  basis  for  mutual  preference  be- 
tween the  Mother  Country  and  the 
Colonies,  and  increase  the  demand  for 
labour    at    home." — (Mr,    Goulding,) 

♦Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE :  I  have  only  a 
few  minutes  in  which  to  reply  on  this  sub- 
ject and,  therefore,  I  cannot  hope  to  follow 
the  hon.  Gentlemen  who  moved  and 
seconded  the  Amendment  in  their  obser- 
vations, but  there  are  just  one  or  two 
things  I  should  like  to  say.  After 
listening  to  their  speeches  any  one  who 
knew  nothing  at  all  about  the  condition 
either  here  or  in  foreign  countries  would 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  this  was  the 
only  country  where  there  was  any  un- 
employment. In  this  country  we  have 
100,000  men  out  of  work  according  to 
the  hon.  Member.  [Cries  of  "  Six  hun- 
dred thousand."] 

Mr.  goulding  was  understood  to 
say  that  he  took  the  figure  600,000, 
proportionately,  from  the  Returns  of 
the  skilled  trades. 

♦Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE  :  That  shows 
the  loose  way  in  which  tariff  reform  statis- 
tics are  prepared.  Of  course,  nothing 
of  the  kind  can  be  done.  We  have  the 
statistics  of  the  building  trade  and  the 
shipbuilding  trade  and  both  are  subject 
to  fluctuations  in  every  country,  and 
nothing  we  do  can  prevent  violent 
fluctuations  in  those  trades.  But,  to 
take  such  trades  as  agricultural  labourers 
and  those  engaged  in  transport,  the 
fluctuations  are  very  small.  There- 
fore, when  the  hon.  Member  taki  such 
a  caM  as  the  building  trade  and 
tziet  to  dmw  a  general  infareBce  n 
lit,  lifi  nbows  that  he  has  not  i  u  1 
'  the  cknients  of  tht*  problem  Be  p 
tc»  treat  m  tUs  aweeping  fashioi 
Hfl  tiike  whit^  hjippentA  \u  Genoa 
_|ioti»  Mpfoh 
Ilia  a 


work  in  1901.  Li  London,  if  one  takes^ 
the  proportion  to  population,  what  should 
we  have?  We  should  have  240,000 
persons  practically  in  the  same  position- 
Will  any  one  tell  me  that  in  1901  or  in 
the  present  year  there  are  240/)00  people 
in  London  out  of  work  who  are  capable 
of  working  ?  No  answer.  In  Berlin 
at  the  present  moment  there  are  45,00(^ 
men  out  of  work.  That  is  the  result  of 
investigation. 

Mr.  JESSE  COLLINGS  (Birmingham,. 
Bordesley :  Whose  investigation. 

♦Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE :  An  investi^ 
gation  by  the  officials  of  the  Board  of 
Trade,  which  I  will  lay  on  the  Table  in 
a  very  short  time.  Let  us  take  what 
is  happening  in  America,  a  tariff  country.. 
This  is  the  result  of  the  investigation  of 
The  Times — surely  not  very  partial  to- 
the  free  trade  case — 

"  In 'New  York  there  are  34  per  cent,  of 
workmen  unemployed.  There  are  some  hope- 
ful signs  in  other  industrial  centres,  but  on  a^ 
conservative  estimate,  taking  the  country 
throughout,  from  one-quarter  to  one-third 
of  those  usually  employed  in  all  trades  and 
industries  are  at  the  present  moment  paid  off."" 

Why  does  not  the  hon.  Member  say  that  ? 
To  tell  the  workmen  out  of  work  in  this 
country  that  they  are  out  of  work  because 
we  have  no  tariff,  knowing  at  the  same 
time  that  in  one  of  the  highest  tariff 
countries  one-third  or  one-quarter  are- 
out  of  work — wilfully,  deliberately — I 
will  not  say  with  knowledge,  but  it  ought: 
to  be  knowledge — withholding  these  rele- 
vant and  important  facts  from  people 
who  must  always  be  trembling  in  any 
country  from  fear  of  losing  their  employ- 
ment, is  imfair,  dishonest.  The  hon. 
Member  of  all  things  in  the  world  chose 
shipbuilding.  His  speech  is  the  speech 
he  has  delivered  on  fifty  tariff  reform 
platforms  where  there  was  no  one  to 
reply.  Did  he  ever  inform  his  audience 
what  the  shipbuilding  proportions  are  ? 
Take  last  year.  [The  right  hon.  Grentle- 
man  was  interrupted  at  this  point  by 
loud  Opposition  cries  of  "  Peckham," 
"  Resign,"  "  This  is  an  answer  to  your 
figures,"  "  You  will  be  unemployed 
dttectly,"  and  "Free  trade  is  dead," 
accompanied  by  loud  Opposition  cheers.). 

DEPUTY-SPEAKER :       Order^ 


'  •:    ir-    T :  i_  1 
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Might  he  also  refer  him  to  the  statement 
of  another  lady  inspector.  Miss  Tracy 
in  the  same  year  reports — 

*'  In  the  matter  of  hours  the  same  old  diffi 
cul«^y    in   adequately 


checking   still    arises, 
although  the  tendency  is  towards  shorter  and 

earlier  hours The  proposed  alteration 

in  the  law  affecting  laundries  is  bailed  with 
gladness  by  almost  every  manager,  for  they 
suffer  almost  equally  with  the  workers  in  the 
present  state  of  the  law.'' 

So  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  own 
inspectors  had  reported  that  it  was 
practically  impossible  to  administer  a 
law  so  generous  in  its  elasticity.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had,  moreover, 
had  deputation  after  deputation  from 
societies  such  as  women's  trade  unions 
and  the  women's  industrial  council, 
begfifing  him  to  cease  that  elasticity  of 
administration  so  that  some  accurate 
system  might  take  its  place ;  but  now 
the  effect  of  this  Statutory  Order,  for 
the  annulment  of  which  he  asked  the 
House  to  vote,  would  be  to  make 
the  law  more  elastic.  In  a  large 
laundry,  according  to  some  of  the  factory 
inspectors,  there  would  be  as  many  as 
five  or  six  departments,  and  if  this 
Statutory  Order  was  permitted  tx>  be- 
come operative,  each  one  of  these  five- or 
six  departments  might  constitute  itself 
a  separate  laundry,  and  women  might 
work  in  one  one  day  and  in  another  the 
next,  and  it  would  be  absolutely  impos- 
sible to  keep  the  nominal  check  upon  the 
extension  of  the  hours  of  work.  By 
shifting  employees  from  one  department 
to  another  each  day,  the  regulations 
as  to  the  hours  of  work  might 
be  evaded.  The  safeguards  against 
this  were  altogether  inadequate. 
He  was  engaged  last  year  after  the 
liaundries  Bill  went  through  in  drafting 
a  leaflet  which  was  to  be  sent  among 
laimdry  workers  stating  what  the  law 
[*ctually  was.  He  had  associated  with 
him  three  or  four  lawyers  and  traders  and 
men  who  were  accustomed  to  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  Factory  Law,  and  in 
consultation  they  found  it  impossible 
to  draft  a  statement  which  was  so 
simple  and  plain  that  they  could  hand 
it  to  laundry  employees,  so  that  they 
might  be  able  to  protect  their  own 
interests  by  knowing  what  the  law  was. 

VOL.  CLXXXVI.  [Fourth  Series.] 


There  was  another  point  to  which  he  would 
like  to  refer.  He  would  like  to  draw 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  attention 
to  the  fact  that  the  grand  result 
of  this  Statutory  Order  would  be  to  in- 
crease the  number  of  hours  of  married 
women's  work  in  factories.  There  was 
no  industry  in  the  country  in  which 
married  women  were  employed  in  such 
large  numbers  as  in  laundries,  and 
the  latest  figure*  showed  that  in 
London  alone  there  were  27,204 
married  women  employed  as  against 
20,158  unmarried  women,  and  women 
could  work  in  London  on  Saturday 
up  to  nine  o'clock.  There  was  an  agita- 
tion just  now  in  regard  to  the  sacredness 
of  the  family,  and  some  of  them  were 
told  that  they  had  lifted  their  hands 
against  the  sacredness  of  the  British 
family,  and  yet  a  Liberal  Home  Secretary 
came  down  to  the  House  and  asked 
it  to  sanction  a  Statutory  Order  which 
might  have  the  effect  of  employing 
27,204  married  women  on  Saturday 
nights  up  to  nine  o'clock.  It  was  idle 
to  pretend  that  under  any  such  system 
there  could  be  proper  factory  inspection  ; 
it  was  preposterous  in  the  extreme. 
They  found  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  other  day  informing  them  in  reply  to 
a  question  he  put,  that  he  had  actually 
granted  230  certificates  under  this  Statu- 
tory Order  already.  It  therefore  appeared 
that  230  laundries  had  applied  to  be 
divided  up  in  this  preposterous  mianncr, 
and  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had 
also  said  that  three  districts  were  not  in- 
cluded in  these  figures.  Did  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  mean  to  inform  the 
House  that  in  the  case  of  every  one 
of  these  requests  personal  inspection 
was  resorted  to  before  the  certificates 
were  issued,  beciuse  it  was  a  most 
extraordinary  thing  that  the  Factory 
Inspectors'  Department  could  Ho 
so  much  work  in  regard  to  these 
laundries  when  they  could  ieave  so 
many  thousand  factories  uninspected 
every  year  ?  And  yet  the  Order  implies 
that  the  inspectors  should  knOT^  from 
personal  knowledge  something  about  the 
laundry  to  which  they  were  issuing  their 
certificate.  He  ventured  to  say  that 
these  certificates  which  had  been  granted 

2  Z 
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had  been  granted  without  investigation 
as  to  whether  the  circumstances  of  the 
laundry  warranted  the  issue  of  a  certifi- 
cate or  not.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
would  remember  that  when  his  predeces- 
sor in  ojBSice  introduced  a  Factory  Bill  in 
1900,  the  outstanding  feature  of  that  was 
what  had  long  been  known  as  the  relay 
system,  but  this  Statutory  Order  was  a 
re-introduction  of  the  relay  system  into 
the  laundry.  At  that  time  the  whole 
Labour  Party  and  kindred  organisations 
issued  memoranda  and  suggested  Amend- 
ments to  the  Conservative  proposals 
of  1900,  and  all  these  atta  ked  the 
relay  system  .vh'ch  was  re-established  by 
the  Bill,  and  that  was  why  they  heard 
no  nior>  of  that  measure,  and  yet  bv  a 
Statutory  Order,  this'  abominable  and 
objectionable  relay  system  was  being 
re-enacted  under  most  unnecessary  cir- 
cumstances. The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
would  remember  that  in  1844  v  hen  that 
system  existed  an  influential  deputation 
of  factory  inspectors  visited  the  Home 
OflSice  and  laid  their  views  before  it,  and 
owing  to  the  impossibility  of  inspecting 
under  the  relay  system  it  was  ultimately 
knocked  on  the  head.  This  Statutory 
Order  made  it  absolutely  impossible  for 
them  to  inspect  a  'nrately ;  it  put 
a  premium  upon  the  ill  gal  employment 
of  women  ;  it  made  it  easier  for  em- 
ployers illegally  to  extend  the  period 
beyond  which  women  could  be  employed, 
and  he  hoped  the  House  would  support 
him  in  moving  that  it  be  annulled.  He 
begged  to  move. 

Mr.  JAMES  PARKER  (Halifax)  for- 
mally  seconded  the  Motion. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
'*  That  the  Special  Order  of  the  Secretary 
of  State,  dated  the  26th  day  of  December, 
1907,  allowing  as  rej^ards  laundries  that 
separate  departments  of  work  may  be 
treated  as  separate  factories  or  work- 
shops, be  annulled." — (Mr,  Ramsay 
MacdonaU.) 

Mr,  Ranisay  MacdoncM, 


•Hb.  GLADSTONE  hoped  Aat  die 
House  would  not  annul  the  Order  The 
hon  Memberhadattackedliiiiiaeifheliad 
been  guilty  of  some  politicftl .  enonnity, 
and  he  had  never  heard' anyone  attacked 
by  an  hon^  Member  in  this  House  under 
such  circumstances  in  a*  move  menacing 
aspect  or  greater  strength  of  iMigoag^ 
and  with  a  weaker  case.  He  agreed 
with  the  hon.  Gentleman  that  an 
Order  of  this  sort  did  require  carefbl 
consideration,  as  it  naade  exception* 
under  a  particular  clause  in  the'  Facloiy 
Act  in  regard  to  inspection;  and  1m 
thought  Parliament  was  entitled  to 
understand  why  the  exception  had  been 
made.  The  hon.  Gentleman  rose  at  that 
very  late  hour  as  if  he  had  got  the  whole 
of  the  country  at  his  back  in  condemning 
the  Order,  but  he  would  tell  the  House 
what  actually  occurred  in  r^^id  to 
it.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  this  Order  was 
published  in  the  Gazette  and  had  laid  on 
the  Table  for  the  statutory  time  o'  iottj 
days.  It  was  sent  to  trade  union  head- 
]uarters  according  to  the  usual  cuatom  of 
the  Home  Office,  so  that  the  ti»de  nnicMiB 
were  fully  apprised  of  its  contents.  The 
hon.  Member  himself  knew  about  it, 
at  all  events  he  could  have  had  infonna- 
tion  about  it,  and,  as  a  matter  of  fiict,  only 
one  communication  against  t&e  Order 
reached  the  Home  Office.  That  was 
from  the  Chairman  of  the  Women's 
Trade  Union,  and  it  was  dated  10th 
December.  In  reply  to  that  letter, 
which  raised  perfectly  legitimate  points 
of  criticism,  he  sent  an  answer  which 
apparently  was  perfectly  satiltfactory, 
because  no  rejoinder  was  received^  and 
he  heard  nothing  more  of  opposition 
to  the  Order  until  he  saw  thie  ton. 
Member's  notice  on  the  Paper.  Then 
the  hon.  Member  came  down  and 
for  a  quarter  of  an  hour  spoke  of  h&n 
in  a  tone  as  if  he  had  committed 
every  crime  under  the  sun.  The  laundry 
work  of  the  country  was  carried  otrt 
under  conditions  which  the  Htvuae 
would  recognise  as  exceptional,  so  ex- 
ceptional that  Acts  of   ParliamMfl^  itti 


proyided  for  special  treatment;  Xbe 
laundry  never  worked  to  stock  at  all, 
and  the  work  of  eaoh  week  had  to 
be  done  in  each  week.  It  was  received 
and  sent  out  in  each  week.  There  were 
different  processes  as  they  all  knew 
in  connection  with  the  work,  one  following 
another,  and  one  process  could  not  be 
commenced  until  the  ot^er  was  com- 
pleted* It  had  to  be  done  under  great 
pressure  from  day  to  day,  as  hon.  Members 
knew  from  the  ordinary  incidents  of 
their  own  private  lives.  The  washing 
had  to  go  out  at  a  certain  time  and 
come  back  at  a  certain  time,  and  the 
work  had  to  be  done  at  high  pressure. 
The  result  was  that  there  was  a  fair 
demand  for  consideration  in  respect  of 
the  Rules  which  governed  this  matter, 
and  it  was  quite  reasonable  to  allow 
different  periods  of  employment  to  be 
fixed  for  different  departments  of  the 
work.  He  understood  that  the  hon. 
Member  made  one  or  two  objections,  but 
first  of  all  he  brought  against  him  the 
reports  of  two  lady  inspectors  with  regard 
to  laundry  work.  But  what  did  they 
refer  to  ?  They  referred  to  the  state  of 
tlungs  which  had  existed  under  Section 
103  of  the  Act  of  1901  which  was  repealed 
by  the  Factory  Act  of  last  year  and 
which  undoubtedly  did  09. use  difficulty 
in  the  work  of  inspection. 

Mr.  RAMSAY  MACDONALD  :  I 
think  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  is  wrong. 

♦Mr.  GLADSTONE :  I  have  the  Act 
of  ld07  here,  an<l  it  says  that  Section 
103  is  hereby  repealed. 

Mr.  RAMSAY  MACDONALD:  I 
was  referring  to  the  quotations  I  made 
from  Miss  Sadler  and  the  other  lady,  in 
which  no  reference  is  made  to  that 
section. 

♦Mr.  GLADSTONE  :  That  is  for  the 
very  good  reason  that  the  Act  of  last 
year  had  not  been  passed. 
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Mr.  RAMSAY  MACDONALD:  It 
was  not  repealed  then. 

♦Mr.  GLADSTONE:  No,  but  the 
hon.  Member  quotes  the  state  of  tlungs 
obtaining  under  a  section  which  has  been 
repealed.  I  have  to  deal  with  the 
conditions  of  things  as  they  are  now, 
and  will  be  in  the  future.  He  agreed 
that  great  care  had  to  be  taken  that  no 
opportunity  was  given  for  the  illegal  ex- 
tension of  hours,  but  it  was  not  true  that 
inspectors  would  not  know  how  many 
hours  a  particular  woman  was  working, 
or  that  the  provisions  of  the  Act  would 
be  rendered  nugatory.  That  was  not 
so  at  all.  All  the  newer  laundries  were 
constructed  so  that  all  the  difierent 
processes  could  be  carried  out  in  one 
room.  This  arrangement  was  more  con- 
venient and  far  healthier,  for  the  women 
employed.  The  Orders  under  the  Act 
had  hitherto  provided  that  there  must  be 
structural  separation,  and  it  was  objected 
that  there  was  no  such  provision  in  this 
case.  Care  had  however  been  taken  to 
keep  the  premises  in  which  the  different 
processes  were  carried  on  so  distinct 
that  the  inspectors  could  easily  find 
out  how  long  a  particular  woman  or 
girl  had  been  at  work  at  a  particular 
process.  The  new  Order  provided  that 
each  class  of  work  was  to  be  limited 
to  one  department ;  each  department 
must  be  under  separate  and  distinct 
management,  and  there  must  be  some-' 
body  who  was  responsible  for  each 
department.  Every  such  department 
must  be  carried  on  by  separate  and  dis- 
tinct persons  so  that  no  person  might 
be  employed  first  in  one  department 
and  then  in  another.  Further,  and  this 
was  a  most  important  point,  the  Order 
provided  that  there  should  be  affixed 
to  the  walls  a  complete  list  of  the 
persons  employed  in  each  depart- 
ment. These  were  the  conditions  so 
that  the  inspectors  could  come  in  and 
see  how  long  a  particular  woman  had 
been   employed,    and   if   the    work   was 


r^'iix  ^.*Ti  cnt  of  honi?-  If  there 
Tfci  -KTCi-c  empiOTTnent  tiie^  c-<:«Tild 
ru:^  fcLT  c-as*  to  grjUL-L  He  hM 
tikei:  Terr  gre&t  care  "wLei:  tiiis 
Carder  TTis  "nder  c-oiLsi-ier&tioE-  &i-d 
L&d  <"^'i..?iL:t<e-i  the  fitt^i-rr  ii:«i»t>:T*C'r5. 
fciid  lAike-i   it   C'ver  iriiii   them   in  everr 
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fnrtbei  answer.  He  put  it  to  tbe  Hoose 
&t  &I.V  rAt«  tliat  he  was  clemred  in  the 
maner.  He  had  endeavoured  to  invite 
atterTioE:  and  cziticiam  :  attention  and 
criticism  had  been  given,  and  there  was 
1:0  hirther  opposition  until  the  hoL 
Mei:i:*r  rose  that  night.  Under  these 
circ:iiiL5Tai]tce&.    he    asked  the  House  to 


de'Uil  iiid  he  s^iid  L'l'-ar  wLit  he  i^iid  l^e- 

fore  th&T  th*- Chief  Insx-e :T.:i   -:  Factories     snpi-on  him  in  zefosing    to  accept  this 

■did  l:»t  ihiiik  there  -waS  &i-7"  dir.ser  ii.    MotioL. 

rerard  :*:•  it.     I:  th&t  w^s  >:..  he  main- 


iAii:*id  ihiT  hiT-JiE  resird  t:-  the  generii 
?--:'r.Te:iieii'.e  ■:■:  th:i=*  emplije-i  as  well 
asthc»&e  who  ^rnLZflzy^z  thezn-  *his  Order 
wfci  j.erf«t:7  ^-n^tint^d  oz.  i's  merits. 
He  hai  i.:T-hii.£  mc're  *■:■  aii  at  the 
pre&ei-t  mimerLt  exirit  ihi?.  The 
hr'i..  Menl-ri  askc^i  i:  all  :he>r  indi- 
viduh:  cases  hid  beei.  investigare^i. 
He  fi'Tiid  I.:":  say  der-T-ite-^.  but  he 
bad  DC'  oouht  thai  a]]  the  laur^drles 
whi?h  had  i>&c*:T©d  cerrlfcaTes  hsi  been 
inspKiei  aad  repi-ned  ^p:«rL  He  had 
ixo  do -hi  ato-t  IT  izL  his  own  mind. 
If  there  was  anvthii:^  ■ir.sarlsiirtorT  in 
the  working  of  tht  'I*rder.  i'.  wculd  'i»ec'i»en 
to  the  Home  O^.r  to  revoke  thr  :er::£- 
cate.  The  p:t^s::il:tT  of  :he  r^evokini: 
,  f  .v    -        ■  •  -       ' 

a  ?z^: 
of  th- 
He    M 


Ms.  H.  J.  TEXXAXT  said  the  reason 
he  ventured  to  interpodw  was  that  tk 
Women  Trades  Union  lieagoe  was  not 
sarisned  with  the  answer  of  the  Home 
SeLretarr.  This  was  a  matter  on  whick 
he  and  his  rlfht  hon.  fiieiid  Sir  Charles 
EHIke  and  other  Members  had  been 
agitating  for  the  last  ten  or  tvdve 
years,  and  they  were  perfectly  tired  of 
tryinz  to  get  the  Government  Depart- 
ment to  t^ke  Tip  the  case.  Ah  these 
Orders  issued  under  the  sanction  of 
Parliament  were  ^r^^^g  inspection  more 
and  more  difficult  everv  da  v. 


loss: ::_:': y    o 
J*  '-■jertiroatr  wif.  he 


M?..  GLADSTOXE ; 
L^der  I  have  made. 


This  is  the  first 


C^der    wo'^d 


is:n:.  almost 

e  rr*:'vis:or.s 


rei«eit    tia: 
the    A:: 


:hev   hid 
:■:     iPirlia- 


a.. .      


a_  •     Ti.>:  >  . 


TlO>r    WrJ    - 


were 


f-^r!. 


Mi..  H    T.  TEyxAXT     N 


Mi.   •;TLAl«'-TvyE   ^.^.i 


r&i  Tikei. 


TTi*    T^a.j 


Hr:h:-^iT 


».-i.a .    -—rrr 


Ms.  H.  .T.  TEXNANT  said  that  this  was 
an  Order  makini:  each  separate  depart- 
ment of  a  factory  a  separate  faetorj. 
L>nce  they  avknowledged  that  it  was  ad- 
visahle  to  make  separate  Orders  for 
difrrent  depirrment*  of  one  fMtory 
they  made  factory  inspection  extremely 
difr.jul: — it  would  xeqnire  almost  a  terri- 
torli:  army  of  inspectors  to  enforce  the 
lav.  Tia:  wsf  leally  what  he  rose  to 
nav.  The  difnculty  of  inspeeticm  at  the 
rr^svv.:  n.oment  was  enormous,  and  in- 
>:vAd  o:  the  ri^rht  hon.  Gentleman  makisg 
rhir>  he  thf  :^sk  mo:v  simple  he  was  ™^l"ng  it 
ler  j::i:n  v.:r-:  .v.r::-.:!:.  Anyone  who  listened  to 
_.:es::or.>  :":.•  r:..:r.-.rri:::v.  of  the  vaiions  depsil- 
-v  drnn::^  :..:..:>  :v,i.i  ; /.-  to-day  would  see  how 
-i  :u::he:  ::..:•.  ->:":  U-  !:  ••v,- uld  be  to  enforce  the 
:.:h^  :hvy  :-^;:::^:;o:.>  e"::.v>d;ed  in  the  Order.  The 
e  jsiTisr.ed.  H :::.••  S*:rt:irv  had  said  that  the 
it  rr-uired    M^v./:-::   :.•:  Leiv ester  had  accused  him 


If 
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of    having    committed    every  political 


enormity. 


♦Mr. 
that. 


GLADSTONE :    I  did  not  say 


Mr.  H.  J.  TENNANT  :  Well,  he  ad- 
dressed him  as  if  he  had  accused  him  of 
committing  every  political  enormity.  He 
did  not  think  any  one  would  accuse  the 


right  hon.Gentleman  of  having  committed 
any  political  enormity  except  the  passing 
of  the  Laundry  Act  of  last  year,  which 
was  a  very  bad  Act  and  had  resulted  in 
this  particular  Order  being  issued. 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided  : — Ayes,  26  ;  Noes, 
175.     (Division  List  No.  50.) 


AYES. 


Banner,  John  S.  Harmood- 

Barnes,  G.  N. 

Beaumont,  Hon.  Hubert 

Bignold,  Sir  Arthur 

Cecil,  Evelyn  (Aston  Manor) 

Corbett,  A. Cameron  (Glasgow) 

Courthope,  G.  Loyd 

(Vaig, Captain  Jame8(Down,E.) 

Cremer,  Sir  William  Randal 

Dilke,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Charles 


Duncan,  C.  (Barrow-in-Furness 
Grayson,  Albert  Victor 
Hay,  Hon.  Claude  George 
Henderson,  Arthur  (Durham) 
Hills,  J.  W. 

Hope,  John  Deans  (Fife,  West) 
Hudson,  Walter 
Jowett,  F.  W. 
Morpeth,  Viscount 
O'Grady,  J. 


Remnant,  James  Farquharson 

Richards,T.  F.  (Wolverh'mpt'n 

Richardson,  A. 

Roberts,  G.  H.  (Norwich) 

Summerbell,  T. 

Tennant,  H.  J.  (Berwickshire) 

Tellers  for  the  Ayes — ^Mr. 
Ramsay  Maodonald  and  Mr. 
Parker, 


NOES. 


Abraham,  William  (Cork,  N.E.) 

Acland,  Francis  Dyke 

Ainsworth,  John  Stirling 

Allen,  A.  Acland  (Christchurch) 

Allen,  Charles  P.  (Stroud) 

Armitage,  R. 

Armstrong,  W.  C.  Heaton 

Banbury,  Sir  Frederick  George 

Baring,  Godfrey  (Isle  of  Wight) 

Barker,  John 

Barlow,  Percy  (Bedford) 

Beauchamp,  E. 

Benn,W.(T'w'r  Hamlet«,8.Geo. 

Bennett,  E.  N. 

Berridge,  T.  H.  D. 

Black,  Arthur  W. 

Boland,  John 

Boulton,  A.  C.  F. 

Bramsdon,  T.  A. 

Branch,  James 

Brigg,  John 

Brotherton,  Edward  Allen 

Bryee,  J.  Annan 

Buck  master,  Stanley  O. 

Burns,  Rt.  Hon.  John 

Byles.jWilliam  Pollard 

Causton,Rt.  Hn.  RichardKnigh  t 

C^il,  Lord  John  P.  Joicey- 

Cherry,  Rt.  Hon.  R.  R. 

('lough,  William 

Collin8,Sir  Hm.  J.(S.Pancras,W 

Corbett,C.H(Su88ex,E.Grinst'd 

Cornwall,  Sir  Edwin  A. 

Cory,  Sir  Clifford  John 

Cotton.  Sir  H.  J.  S. 

Cowan,  W.  H. 

Cox,  Harold 

Croefield,  A.  H. 


Crossley,  William  J. 
Chillinan,  J. 
Dalziel,  James  Henry 
Davies,  Ellis  William  (Eiiion) 
Da  vies,  Timothy  (Fulham) 
Davies,  W.  Howell  (Bristol,  S.) 
Dewar,  Arthur  (Edinburgh,  S.) 
Dickinson, W.  H.  (St.Pancras,N 
Dickson-Poynder,  Sir  John  P. 
Dobson,  Thomas  W. 
Duckworth,  James 
Duncan,  J.  H.  (York,  Otley) 
Edwards,  Sir  fVancis  (Radnor) 
Elibank,  Master  of 
Essex,  R.  W. 
Everett,  R.  Lacey 
Findlay,  Alexander 
Forster,  Henry  William 
Gibb,  James  (Harrow) 
Glad8tone,Rt.Hn.Herbert  John 
Glen-Coats,  Sir  T.  (Renfrew, W. 
Glend inning,  R.  G. 
Greenwood,  G.  (Peterborough) 
GuUand,  John  W. 
Haddock,  (]reorge  B. 
Harcourt,  Rt.  Hon.  Lewis 
Harmsworth,  Ocil  B.  (Worc'r.) 
Harmsworth,R.L.(Caithn'88-sh 
Harrison- Broadley,  H.  B. 
Hart- Davies,  T. 
Haslam,  Lewis  (Monmouth) 
Hayden,  John  Patrick 
Hazleton,  Richard 
Healy,  Timothy  Michael 
Hedges,  A.  Paget 
Hemmerde,  Edward  George 
Henderson,J.M.(  Aberdeen,  W.) 
Higham,  John  Sharp 


Hill,  Sir  aement 

Hobart,  Sir  Robert 

Holland,  Sir  WilUam  Henry 

Holt,  Richard  Duming 

Homiman,  Emslie  John 

Howard,  Hon.  Geoffrey 

Hyde,  Clarendon 

Hlingworth,  Percy  H. 

Jardine,  Sir  J. 

Jones, William  (Carnarvonshire 

Kekewich,  Sir  George 

Kennedy,  Vincent  Paul 

Kilbride,  Deni^ 

I^aidlaw,  Robert 

Lambert,  George 

Lamont,  Norman 

Lane.Fox,  G.  R. 

Lardner,  James  Carrige  Rushe 

Layland-Barratt,  Francis 

Levy,  Sir  Maurice 

Lewis,  John  Herbert 

Lupton,  Arnold 

Maclean,  Donald 

MacNeill,  John  Gordon  Swift 

M'Callum,  John  M. 

M*Micking,  Major  G. 

Maddison,  Frederick 

Manfield,  Harry  (Northants) 

Markhani,  Arthur     a.sil 

Mark8,G.Croydon(Launceston) 

Mamham,  F.  J. 

Micklem,  Nathaniel 

Middlebrook,  William 

Mond,  A. 

Montagu,  E.  S. 

Morgan,  G.  Hay  (Cornwall) 

Morse,  L.  L. 

Morton,  Alpheus  Cloophag 


lUI 


Adjwiffym^ 


N«if«ri.  ,]itfvi'\A\ 
HntUm,ilmfti.i'4M\\  WfilUifi 
O'llrlftfi.  I'/ifrirk  rKilk^riny) 
0'('ffriiior,  John  (KilfJiir^,  N.; 
O'Cnniior,  T.  |».  (|Jvfr|K>«>l) 
I'lirtliiKtfffi,  (htwiild 
IViirii".  KoImtI.  (Htiiff"'.  liwk) 
I'njMK.HprlHTt.  l'ikft(I)ArliriKton 
l'if<ki<rNKHl,  KflwHnl  llnnt 
iMrln.  l)iltirnll  V. 
I'liwnr,  l*nl.riiik  JoNitph 
rrii'o.r.  K.(Kliiil»'Kli.<-''"friil) 
I'rIfRl  In V.  W.  K.  H.  ( Itriiilford,  K. ) 
Mnilfiinl,  (J.  M. 
Mot,  KtiNNnll  ((JldtiiTHirr) 
lii«ii.  Wnhrr  KiiNMnli  (H<«iirlM>ro* 

lilHiN.  .1.   h. 


{COMMOKS} 

IU»idaiU  AtbeUun 

KvJmjaK  K.  a. 

Ht^tnf\M,  John  H.  (Denbighs.) 

KoberUon,  J.  M.  (Tyneflide) 

Kobiiuifm,  S. 

fUirhe,  John  (Gftlway,  East) 

Rot%  8ir  ThomaB 

Pr>jreni,  F.  E.  Newman 

Krmaldfihay,  Earl  of 

Kiincimanr  Walter 

KiwwlK  T.  W. 

H<:ott,A.H.  ( Aflhton  under  Lyne 

Hhaw,  (Jharles  Edw.  (SUfif^) 

Hhaw.Rt.  Hon.  T.  (Hawick.B 

Hmoaton,  Donald  Maokensie 

Kmyth,  llioniaH  F.  (Leitrim,  S.) 

Soareii,  Ernest  J. 

HtraiiHH,  K.  A.  (Abingdon) 

Talbot,  Ix)rd  E.  (Chichester) 

Taylor,  Theodore  C.  (Radcliffe) 

Thonian,  David  Alfred  (Merthyr 

Thorn iiSHon,  Franklin 


^fteJBmm.  1S46 

TonkiBSon*  JAines  - 

Tonlmiii,  George 

Vemey,  F.  W. 

Wada worth,  J. 
'  Waring,  Walter 
I  Warner,  Tkovias  Courlciiay  T. 
j  Waterlow,  D.  S. 
i  White,  Sir  George  (Nixiolk) 

White,  J.  D.  (Dumbartooshiie) 

White,  Luke  (York,  E.  R.) 

Whitehend,  Rowland 

WhiUey,  John  Hmry  (Halifax) 

Wiles,  lliomaa 

Williams,  Osinoud  (Merioneth) 

WilUsiDBon,.^ 

Wilson,  Hon.  G.  G.  (Hull,  W.) 

Winfrey,  R. 

Tillers  ]t>R  thx  Noes— 3ir. 
Wliiteley  and  Mr.  J.  L 
Ptease. 


n.Wl.KniT  SAVlNii  HILL. 
Motion  tiuiilo  and  (juostion  proposcil, 
** 'Hmt    tlio   liill   lio  now  rcml   a  hi'coiuI 
lunr." 

OlijtHMnni  having;  boon  takon, 

Mk  riKK  TKASK  appoalod  to  hoii. 
Mou^M^rH  not  (o  proNN  tho  ohjivtioii. 
rhoio  was  a  \orv  stroi^  ftH^Hn^  in  tho 
«^«'unti\   \\\  (a\*^Mir  of  tho  HiU. 

Mk  HOl.r  I  ihuik  IT  IS  a  ivo^t 
o^^^^os^;iMo  H\l\  ami  I  oortainlv  cf.n- 
n.*i  ^\r  i"o^.a« 


:;:m:    ::>th 


V     s 


\  •      « »  \  > 


men  t  refused  to  give  any  information  as  to 
the  amount  of  money  involved  or  the 
number  of  persons  to  be  employed— 
in  fact  they  treated-  the  -House  with 
contempt.  They  knew  by  experience 
that  it  was  a  farce  to  suppose  Parliaiceiit 
would  have  any  contxol  over  esqpendi- 
ture  of  this  class. 

Mr.  WHITELET  :  This  ia  act  the 
Committee;  it  is  only  wiliimt  up  the 
Committee.  I  ask  for  the  nding  of  the 
Speaker. 

Ma.  OLAUDBHAT:  I  efaject. 

M&.  D£PITT  SPKAKBR:  I  oan 
::.':  $.<y  tha;  the  hon.  Member  has  not 
:i^r  r«h:  lo  object. 


^^ij^tAor.  de2»rt«d. 


:  S(ir^  after 
xvi.  Xt.  IVpvnr 
>     :it-    Bo 


Heren 
ad- 
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'     1 


Standing  Orders  Committee — Report 
from,  that  the  Standing  Orders  not 
complied  with  in  respect  of  the  Argentine 
North-Eastem  Railway  Bill  [h.l.] 
ought  to  be  dispensed  with,  and  the  Bill 
allowed  to  proceed. 

That  the  Standing  Orders  not  com- 
plied with  in  respect  of  the  following 
Bills  ought  to  be  dispensed  with — Ards 
,  and  Bangor  Railways  ;    London  United 
Tramways. 


*g  That  the  Standing  Orders  not  complied 
^  with  in  respect  of  the  petition  for  a  BiU 
.S  by  the  Cambrian  Railways  Company 
.§  ought  to  be  dispensed  with,  and  leave 
[§  given  to  introduce  the  Bill. 

^  That  the  Standing  Orders  not  com- 
^g<  plied  with  in  respect  of  the  petition  for 
^  additional  provision  in  the  Margate 
**^  Corporation  Bill  ought  to  be  dispensed 
^  with,  and  leave  given  to  the  Committee 
I  on  the  Bill  to  insert  the  additional 
i  provision. 


And  that  the  Standing  Orders  not  com- 
plied with  in  respect  of  the  Bristol 
Docks  Bill  [h.l.]  ought  not  to  be  dis- 
pensed with. 

Read,  and  agreed  to. 


« 

i^ 


si 


Llanelly  Gas  Bill  [h.l.]. — Reported 
from  the  Select  Committee,  with  Ainend- 
ments. 

Taff  Vale  Railway  Bill  [h.l.].— Re- 
ported from  the  Select  Committee,  with 
Amendments. 

Fishguard  and  Rosslare  Railways  and 
Harbours  Bill  [h.l.]. — The  King's  consent 
signified  ;  and  Bill  reported,  with  Amend- 
ments. 

Skegness  Urban  District  Council  Bill 
[h.l.]. — Reported,   with  Amendments. 

North  British  and  Mercantile  Insurance 
Company  Bill  [h.l.].— Reported,  with 
Amendments. 

VOL.  CLXXXVL   [Fourth  Series.] 


Stockport  Corporation  Bill. — Brought 
from  the  Commons,  read  1*,  and  referred 
to  the  Examiners. 


Tramways  Order  Confirmation  (No.  1) 
Bill  [h.l.]. — Read  2*  (according  to 
order). 

Local  Government  (Ireland)  Pro- 
visional Orders  (No.  1)  Bill  [h.l.]. — 
A  Bill  to  confirm  certain  Provisional 
Orders  of  the  Local  Government  Board 
for  Ireland  relating  to  the  rural  districts 
of  Limerick  (No.  1)  and  Naas  (No.  1) 
and  the  county  of  Westmeath  and  King's 
County — Was  presented  by  the  Lord 
Denman  ;  read  1* ;  to  be  printed,  and 
referred  to  the  Examiners.    (No,  39.) 


PETITIONS. 

LAND  VALUES  (SCOTLAND)  BILL. 
Petition     in     favour :      Of     Cathcart 
Parish  Council ;     read,  and  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  Table. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 


RAILWAY  ACCIDENTS. 
Returns  of  accidents  and  casualties 
as  reported  to  the  Board  of  Trade  by 
the  several  railway  companies  in  the 
United  Kingdom  during  the  three  months 
ended  31st  September,  1907,  in  pursuance 
of  the  Regulation  of  Railways  Act  (1871), 
with  reports  of  the  inspecting  oflGicers, 
assistant  inspecting  officers,  and  sub- 
inspectors  of  the  Railway  Department 
to  the  Board  of  Trade  upon  certain 
accidents  which  were  inquired  into. 
Part  I.    Returns  of  accidents. 

MILE  END.  OLD  TOWN. 
Report  to  the  President  of  the  Local 
Grovernment  Board  on  a  public  inquiry 
held  by  F.  J.  Willis,  barrister-at-law, 
one  of  the  inspectors  of  the  Local  Grovern- 
ment Board,  into  certain  matters  con- 
nected with  the  administration  of  the 
guardians  of  the  hamlet  of  Mile  End, 
Old  Town. 

EXPLOSION  AT  LORD  ASHTOWN'S  LODGE 
GLENAHIERY,  COUNTY  WATERFORD 

Reports  of  County  Inspector  Jennings, 
Royal  Irish  Constabulary  to  the  police 
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authorities,  dated  14th  Aiigust,  1907, 
17th  August,  1907,  and  14th  September, 
1907. 

POSTAL  AGREEMENT  (MOZAMBIQUE). 

Agreement  between  the  Post  Office 
of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland  and  the  Post  Office  of  the 
Portuguese  Colony  of  Mozambique,  dated 
22nd  February,  1908. 

IRISH  LAND  COMMISSION. 

Return  of  advances  made  under  the 
Irish  Land  Act,  1903,  during  the  month 
of  March,  1907. 

Presented  (by  Command),  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  Table. 

POST  OFFICE  (FOREIGN  AND  COLONIAL 
PARCEL  POST). 

(Portuguese  East  Africa). — The  Foreign 
and  Colonial  Parcel  Post  Amendment 
(No.  16)  Warrant,  1908,  dated  26th 
February,  1908. 

(Mauritius). — The  Foreign  and  Colonial 
Parcel  Post  Amendment  (No.  17)  Warrant 
1908,  dated  7th,  1908. 

Laid  before  the  House  (pursuant  to 
Act),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table. 

HOUSE  OF  LORDS  OFFICES. 

First  Report  from  the  Select  Com- 
mittee made,  to  be  printed,  and  to  be 
considered  on  Monday  next.     (No.  37.) 


no  use  of  the  power  except  for  that 
particular  purpose. 

Moved,  "That  Standing  Order  No. 
XXXIX.  be  considered  in  order  to  its 
being  suspended  for  this  day's  sitting."— 
( The  Marquess  of  Ripon.) 

On  Question,  Motion  agreed  to. 


BUSINESS  OF  THE  HOUSE. 

The  LOKD  PRIVY  SEAL  (The 
Marquess  of  EiroN)  :  My  Lords,  I  dare- 
say your  Lordships  may  be  surprised 
at  the  Motion  standing  in  my  name  on 
the  Paper.  The  fact  is  this:  I  am 
informed  that  before  the  House  adjourns, 
in  all  probability  the  Consolidated  P\md 
Bill  will  come  up  from  the  other  House. 
That  Bill  is,  by  general  practice,  put 
through  all  its  sta<2;os  at  once,  and  as  it  is 
desirable  to  have  a  Conmiission  to-morrow 
for  giving  the  Royal  Assent  to  certain 
Bills  I  beg  to  move  the  suspension  of 
Standing  Order  No.  XXXIX.  so  that 
the  Consolidated  Fund  Bill  may  be 
included  in  that  list.  I  need  hardly 
tell  your  Lordships  that  I  shall  make 


PRIVATE    AND    PROVISIONAL    ORDER 
CONFIRMATION  BILLS. 

The  chairman  of  COMMITTEES 
(The  Earl  of  Onslow)  :  My  Lords,  I 
ask  your  Lordships  to  assent  to  the 
usual  Motion  at  this  time  of  the  year 
regarding  Bills  coming  up  from  the 
House  of  Commons.  It  is  in  the  form 
to  which  your  Lordships  have  agreed  for 
many  years,  and  I  beg  to   move. 

Moved,  "  That  no  Private  Bill  brought 
from  the  House  of  CJommons  shall  be 
read  a  second  time  after  Thursday  the 
18th  of  June  next :  that  no  Provisional 
Order  Confirmation  Bill  0]:iginating  in 
this  House  shall  be  read  a  first  time  after 
Tuesday  the  5th  day  of  May  next: 
that  no  Provisional  Order  Confirmation 
Bill  brought  from  the  House  of  Conmions 
shall  be  read  a  second  time  after  Thursday 
the  18th  day  of  June  next :  That  when 
a  Bill  shall  have  passed  this  House  with 
amendments  these  orders  shall  not  apply 
to  any  new  Bill  sent  up  from  the  House  of 
Commons  which  the  Chairman  of  Com- 
mittees shall  report  to  the  House  is 
substantially  the  same  as  the  Bill  so 
amended :  that  this  House  will  not 
receive  any  petition  for  a  Private  Bill 
later  than  Tuesday  the  5th  day  of  May 
next,  unless  such  Private  Bill  shall  have 
been  approved  by  the  High  Court  of 
Justice ;  nor  any  petition  for  a  Private 
Bill  approved  by  the  High  .Court  of 
Justice  after  Thursday  the  7th  day  of 
May  next :  that  this  House  will  not 
receive  any  Report  from  the  Judges  upon 
petitions  presented  to  this  House  for 
Private  Bills  after  Thursday  the  7th 
day  of  May  next."— (TAc  Earl  of  Qnsloiff,) 

On  Question,  Motion  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  orders  be 
printed  and  published,  and  afi&xed  on 
the  doors  of  this  House  and  Westminster 
Hall.     (No.  38.) 
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I  Reading  at  any  rate — a  prospect  which 
I  hope  will  shortly  bo  re  Aiscd. 


Moved,  "That  a  Committee  of  Five 
Lords  be  appointed  to  join  with  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  House  of  Commons  as 
mentioned  in  the  said  Message  to  consider 
and  inquire  into  the  law :  (1)  As  to 
lotteries,  including  the  sale  of  lottery 
bonds,  competitions  for  prizes  which 
involve  an  element  of  chance,  and 
advertisements  relating  thereto ;  (2) 
as  to  indecent  literature  and  pictures  and 
advertisements  relating  to  things  indecent 
and  immoral ;  and  to  report  what 
amendments,  if  any,  in  the  law  are 
necessary  or  desirable "  —  {The  Lord 
Steward  (E,  Beauchamp) — Agreed  to,  and 
ordered  accordingly. 

Then  a  Message  was  ordered  to  be 
sent  to  the  House  of  Commons  in 
answer  to  their  said  Message  to  inform 
them  of  the  appointment  of  the  said 
Committee  bv  this  House. 


LAND  VALUES  (SCOTLAND)  BILL. 

[Second  Reading]. 
Order    of   the   Day    for    the    Second 
Reading  read. 

Lord  HERSCHELL  :  My  Lords,  in 
rising  to  move  the  Second  |Reading  of 
this  Bill  I  must  confess  that  I  do  so 
with  a  certain  measure  of  hopefulness, 
having  regard  to  the  words  spoken 
in  this  House  last  August  by  the  noble 
Marquess,  the  Leader  of  the  Opposition. 
With  your  Lordships'  permission  I  will 
read  a  short  extract  from  his  speech  on 
that  occasion.  The  noble  Marquess 
said — 

**  Therefore,  my  Ix)rda,  if  we  refuse  to  read 
this  Bill  a  second  time  this  evening  I  trust  it 
\vi\\  bo  understood  that  wo  are  in  reality  only 
doing  that  which  tho  First  Lord  of  the  Admir- 
alty has  suggested  that  we  should  do — deferring 
the  further  consideration  of  this  Bill  and  its 
consequences  until  a  more  opportune  moment." 

This  statement  must  surely  mean  that 
the  further  consideration  of  the  Bill — 
that  is  to  say,  the  Committee  stage — 
could  not  bo  entered  upon  at  that  time 
owing  to  the  lateness  of  the  session 
and  I  cannot  but  foci  that  the  words 
contained    the    prospoft    of    a     Second 


As  the  provisions  of  this  Bill  have 
already  been  described  to  your  Lord- 
ships I  do  not  propose  in  this  instance 
to  repeat  them,  but  shall  pass  at  once 
to  a  very,  brief  sketch  of  the  existing 
system  of  valuation  in  Scotland.  Valua- 
tion is  computed  on  a  basis  of  annual 
rental  value — that  is  to  say,  either  the 
rent  which  is  paid  or  the  annual  rental 
which  the  subject  in  its  existing  state 
might  be  reasonably  expected  to  fetch. 
The  valuation  roll  is  drawn  up  by  the 
burghs  and  counties,  and  in  it  is  entered 
the  annual  rental  value  of  each  subject — 
that  is,  lands  and  heritages. 

The     Eakl    op    CAMPERDOWNj 
Annual  value,  not  rental. 

Lord  HERSCHELL :  I  should  have 
said  annual  value.  I  beg  your  Lord- 
ships' pardon.  The  drawing  up  of  the 
roll  is  entrusted  to  an  ofHcial  called  an 
assessor,  who  is  appointed  by  the  town 
or  county  council  as  the  case  may  be. 
If  the  local  authorities  choose  to  appoint 
the  surveyor  for  income-tax  as  their 
assessor,  then  the  expense  of  drawing 
up  the  roll  is  defrayed  by  the  Com- 
missioners of  Inland  Revenue,  and  the 
assessor  is  called  a  surveyor  assessor. 
If,  on  the  other  hand,  the  authorities 
prefer  to  appoint  some  person  other  than 
the  surveyor  for  income-tax,  then  the 
cost  of  the  valuation  is  borne  by  the  local 
authorities  and  the  assessor  is  called  a 
local  assessor.  At  present — and  this  is  a 
point  I  would  ask  your  Lordships  to 
note,  as  I  propose  referring  to  it  when 
dealing  with  the  question  of  expense — 
the  total  valuation  of  Scotland  is, 
roughly  speaking,  £31,000,000.  From 
this  we  must  deduct  £3,000,000  for 
railways  and  canals,  leaving  as  tho 
valuation  to  which  this  Bill  applies 
£28,000,000.  Of  this,  £15,000,000  are 
valued  by  surveyor  assessors,  the  cost  of 
the  valuation,  as  I  have  already  pointed 
out,  being  defrayed  by  the  Exche(|uer. 
The  remaining  £13,00i(),000  are  valued 
by  local  assessors,  and  the  expense  of 
this  valuation  is  borne  by  the  local 
authorities.  It  is  also  worthy  of  note 
that  the  £15,000,000  valued  by  surveyor 
assessors  represent  17,880  square  miles, 
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as  compared  with  11,920  square  miles 
which  are  represented  by  the  £13,000,000 
valued  by  local  assessors. 

My  Lords,  this  Bill  does  not  in  any- 
way reform  the  system  of  rating.  It  is 
merely  a  preliminary,  and,  as  we  think, 
an  essential,  step  to  be  taken  before  any 
question  of  rating  reform  can  be  con- 
sidered. I  think  it  is  unnecessary  for  me 
to  point  out  that  under  the  existing 
system  certain  inequities  do  arise,  but 
perhaps  I  may  be  allowed  to  give  an 
instance  of  what  I  mean.  In  some  cases 
land  which  has  enormously  benefited  by 
the  surrounding  improvements  effected 
by  the  local  authorities  does  not,  owing  to 
its  valuation,  contribute  its  proper  share 
to  the  canying  out  of  those  improve- 
ments. Let  us  suppose,  for  example, 
that  there  is  an  area  of  unoccupied  land  in 
a  burgh  lying  too  high  for  the  existing 
water  supply  to  reach  it.  We  will  then 
suppose  that  the  town  council  decides  to 
adopt  an  extensive  and  costly  water 
scheme,  by  means  of  which  water  will  be 
brought  with  the  reach  of  this  area  of 
land.  This  land  then  has  enormously 
benefited,  and  yet  the  valuation  remains 
precisely  the  same,  although,  as  a  matter 
of  fact,  the  land  has  not  contributed  as 
much  to  the  carrying  out  of  the  improve- 
ments by  which  it  has  so  greatly  bene- 
fited as  the  surrounding  property  which 
has  not  reaped  an  adequate  advantage. 

Again,  let  us  take  an  instance  of  un- 
occupied land  lying  in  or  adjacent  to  a 
burgh.  This  land  is  valued  at  a  very 
small  amount  and  continues  year  by 
year  to  be  so  valued,  although  in  reality 
it  is  steadily  increasing  in  worth.  This 
state  of  things  must  tend  to  such  land 
being  held  up  in  the  hope,  even  the 
certainty,  of  a  larger  price  being  ulti- 
mately received  for  it ;  and  this  holding 
up  of  land  may  prove  an  obstacle  in  the 
way  of  the  natural  expansion  and  develop- 
ment of  the  town.  The  desire  for  some 
reform  of  the  rating  system  is,  I  think, 
generally  conceded,  and  the  Agricultural 
Rating  and  Relief  Act  of  1896  shows  this 
desire,  as  that  Act  was  a  temporary 
measure  and  has  since  been  renewed. 

But  before  we  can  consider  any  ques- 
tion of  rating  reform  we  must  first  of  all, 
in  order  to  be  accurately  informed  on  the 
subject,  arrive  at  the  real  ground  value 
of  the  land.     The  existing  system  pro- 

Lord  Uerschell, 


ceeds  upon  a  basis  of  annual  value.  The 
capital  value  with  which  this  Bill  pro- 
poses to  supplement  the  valuation  roll 
will  show  the  real  ground  value  of  the 
land,  which  is  not  in  many  cases  shown 
by  the  annual  rental  value.  Let  us  for  a 
moment  look  at  the  definition  upon  which 
the  present  system  of  valuation  rests.  It 
is  as  follows — 

**  In  estimating  the  yearly  value  of  lands  and 
heritages  under  this  Act,  the  same  shaU  be 
taken  to  be  the  rent  at  which  one  year  with 
another  such  lands  and  heritages  might,  in  their 
actual  state,  be  reasonably  expected  to  let  from 
year  to  year." 

Now  it  is  quite  possible  that  the  actual 
state  of  the  land  may  not  represent  ito 
true  value.  For  example,  land  lying 
near  a  town  might  be  worth  for  feuing 
from  £20  to  £30  an  acre,  whereas  it  is 
entered  year  after  year  in  the  valuation 
roll  as  worth  £2  an  acre — that  is,  as 
agricultural  land.  The  object  then  of 
this  Bill  is  to  ascertain  the  capital  value 
— the  real  ground  value  of  the  land. 

Your  Lordships  may  have  noticed 
that  railways  and  canals  have  been 
omitted  from  the  present  Bill.  These 
two  classes  of  property  are,  under  exist- 
ing circumstances,  treated  diifferently 
and  by  a  different  machinery  from  other 
property.  Their  valuation  is  based 
roughly  speaking,  upon  profit,  and  the 
rating  is  cut  up  and  distributed  among 
the  different  rating  districts  through 
which  the  railway  or  canal  passes.  As 
these  undertakings  are  continuous  and 
pass  from  one  rating  district  to  another, 
it  is  clear  that  a  separate  machinery  is 
necessary  for  valuing  them ;  and  it  has 
been  thought  imnecessary  and  even  in- 
apposite to  depart  from  existing  usage 
in  the  case  of  the  present  Bill. 

I  now  come  to  the  question  of  expense 
under  the  Bill.  A  great  deal  has  been 
said  on  this  point,  and  the  most  widely 
divergent  views  have  been  expressed 
with  regard  to  it.  I  should  like,  there- 
fore, with  your  Lordships  permission, 
to  say  a  few  words  about  this  question 
of  expense.  Your  Lordships  will  remem- 
ber that  of  the  £28,000,000  of  valuation 
to  which  this  Bill  applies,  £15,000,000 
are  valued  by  surveyor  assessors,  and 
that  the  cost  of  these  valuations  is 
defrayed  by  the  Exchequer.  The  same 
will  apply  under  the  Bill.  We  have, 
therefore,  only  to  deal  with  the  £13,000,00 
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of  valuation  which  remain  to  be 
valued  by  the  local  assessors.  Of  this 
£13,000,000,  £8,000,000  are  represented 
by  the  cities  of  Edinburgh  and  Glasgow  ; 
and  the  assessor  of  Glasgow  estimates  the 
cost  of  ascertaining  the  capital  value 
under  this  Bill  in  his  city  at  from  £6,000 
to  £8,000  in  the  first  year.  The  assessor 
of  Edinburgh,  it  is  understood,  estimates 
the  cost  for  his  city  at  about  £2,500. 
We  have  thus  an  estimate  of  from  £8,500 
to  £10,500  for  the  £8,000,000  represented 
by  the  two  cities  of  Edinburgh  and  Glas- 
gow. There  remain  £5,000,000  out  of 
the  £13,000,000,  and,  with  regard  to 
this,  the  assessor  for  Argyleshire  estimates 
the  cost  for  that  county  at  £1,433.  On 
the  other  hand,  the  assessor  for  Hox- 
burghshire  writes — 

"  I  should  say  that,  with  a  local  assessor 
for  the  county  of  Roxbnrsh,  the  added  cost 
would  be :  Salary,  £120 ;  clerks,  £60 ;  journeys 
and  outlays,  £40  ;  printing,  postages,  etc.,  £50— 
£270  in  all ;  or,  at  most  £300." 

These  views  are,  of  course,  somewhat 
divergent ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  even 
if  we  take  the  higher  estimate,  I  do  not 
see  that  the  expense  is  likely  to  be  very 
great.  I  cannot  help  feeling  that,  after 
all,  these  authorities  are  surely  the 
persons  most  qualified  jx)  judge  of  the 
probable  expense  of  this  Bill ;  and  as 
they  are  the  persons  who  will  have  to 
make  the  valuation,  it  is  surely  unlikely 
that  they  would  largely  under-estimate 
the  cost  of  the  Bill  and  thus  lay  them- 
selves open  to  the  imputation  of  ignorance 
of  their  own  business.  Apart  from 
this,  a  statement  with  regard  to  the 
expense  which  was  likely  to  fall  upon 
local  authorities  was  made  in  another 
place  on  the  authority  of  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer.     It  was  as  follows — 

"  If  it  should  be  found  that  such  an  addition 
will  be  made  to  the  duties  of  those  assessors 
as  really  to  be  in  a  reasonable  sense  a  fair 
addition  to  their  duties  worthy  of  estimating 
and  worthy  of  consideration  by  the  Exchequer, 
the  claims  by  the  local  authority  on  which 
this  initial  charj^e  for  the  first  year  will  thus 
heavily  fall  will  receive  fair  and  favourable 
consideration  from  the  Kxchequer  with  a  view 
to  grant injj  what,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Treasury, 
is  a  reasonable  subsidy." 

It  was  further  pointed  out  that  this 
subsidy  would  be  a  general  subsidy  and 
would  go  on  from  year  to  year  to  meet 
the  exigencies  of  the  case. 


Objectors  to  this  Bill  have  denounced 
it  as  unfeasible,  and  in  this  connection 
it  has  been  pointed  out  that,  under 
existing  conditions  in  Scotland,  all  that 
the  assessor  has  to  do  is  to  go  to  a  man 
and  ask  him  what  rent  he  pays.  But 
this  does  not  take  into  account  the  land 
which  is  not  let,  and  for  which,  conse- 
quently, no  rent  is  paid.  Yet  no  diffi- 
culty is  found  under  the  existing  system 
in  ascertaining  the  value  of  the  land, 
and  it  is  worthy  of  note  that  where  sales 
have  taken  place  under  arbitration,  the 
value  of  the  land  has  been  arrived  at 
without  the  smallest  trouble.  I  cannot 
help  feeling,  my  Lords,  that  if  these 
critics  of  the  Bill  are  genuine  in  their 
objections  they  should  surely  vote  for  it, 
because  if  it  is  unfeasible  it  will  inevit- 
ably by  its  failure  prove  them  to  have 
been  right  in  their  contention.  But 
seriously,  my  Lords,  the  evidence  given 
before  the  Commission  on  Taxation  was, 
I  think,  sufficiently  strong  to  warrant 
our  not  doubting  the  feasibility  of  this 
Bill. 

It  has  also  been  said  that  the  Bill  is 
aseless    and    an    unnecessary    expense, 
imless  at  the  same  time  some  measure 
of  rating  reform  is  introduced.     This  is, 
so    far,    satisfactory,    as    showing    the 
anxiety  of  certain  opponents  of  the  Bill 
with  regard  to  the  ratepayers  of  Scot- 
land ;     but  I  cannot  help  feeling  that 
this  objection  is  very  difficult  to  main- 
tain, and  I  can  well  imagine  the  out- 
burst of  indignation  which  would  have 
!  greeted     the     (Jovernment     had    they 
'■  brought    in    some    measure    of    rating 
reform  without  having  previously  intro- 
duced this  preliminary  Bill.     They  would 
have  been  told  that  they  were  rushing 
into  legislation  without  due  care   and 
forethought,  and,  as  I  think,  rightly  so 
told.     Objection    has    also    been   taken 
to  the  Bill  on  this  ground,  that  the  pass- 
.  ing  of  this  measure  would  imply  agree- 
I  ment  with  subsequent  rating  proposals. 
'  But  does  any  noble  Lord  seriously  be- 
lieve that,  by  assisting  to  pass  this  Bill, 
j  he   will    bind   himself  to   accept   every 
I  possible    suggestion    for    rating    reform 
I  which  may  be  brought  forward  ?    Why, 
;  if  proof  were  needed  that  this  is  not  the 
case  it  would  be  furnished  by  the  fact 
,  that    the    (Jovernment   have    explicitly 
I  declined  to  entertain  a  suggestion  which 
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has  been  made  to  apply  a  rating  pro- 
posal to  existing  feu  duties.  No,  my 
liOrds.  All  that  the  passing  of  this  Bill 
could  possibly  imply,  would  be  the 
willingness  of  your  Lordships  to  consider 
the  question  of  rating  reform.  In  con- 
clusion, I  should  like  once  more  to 
emphasise  this  point.  This  Bill  is  not 
a  rating  Bill.  It  is  merely  a  preliminary 
measure  to  pave  the  way  by  giving  us 
additional  information  for  the  considera- 
tion of  the  question  of  rating  reform, 
and  as  such  I  ask  your  Lordships  to  give 
it  a  Second  Reading. 

Moved,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read 
2*."— (Zor(^  Herschell) 

♦Viscount  RIDLEY :  My  Lords,  I 
rise  to  move  that  this  Bill  be  read  a 
second  time  this  day  six  months.  This 
being  ostensibly  a  Scottish  Bill  con- 
cerning Scotland  only,  I  feel  that  I,  as  a 
mere  Englishman,  am  somewhat  out  of 
place  in  moving  this  Motion,  and  I  may 
say  that  when  I  placed  it  on  the  Paper 
it  was  merely  with  the  intention  of  taking 
part  in  a  debate  upon  a  subject  on  which 
I  have  had  opportunities  of  speaking  in 
another  place.  I  desire  to  explain  to  your 
Lordships  that  it  is  not  merely  on  the 
merits  of  the  Bill  as  a  Scottish  Valuation 
Bill  that  I  move  this  Motion.  On  that  I 
shall  venture  to  say  a  few  words  later. 
But  there  are  other  grounds. 

In  the  first  place,  it  is  well  known — 
it  was  mentioned  in  the  King's  Speech — 
that  this  measure  is  to  be  followed  by  a 
similar  proposal  for  England,  and  if 
this  House  admits  the  principle  for 
Scotland  it  will  be  difficult,  if  not  im- 
possible, to  say  that  it  should  not  be 
applied  to  every  other  part  of  the  United 
Kingdom.  I,  therefore,  think  it  is  im- 
portant that  your  Lordships  should 
take  into  very  early  consideration  the 
real  j)riii(*iplo  of  this  Bill  and  what  it 
will  mean  if  carried  into  law.  In  the 
second  place,  the  issues  involved  lie  con- 
siderably outside  the  Bill  itself.  Your 
Lordships  will  remember  that  the  same 
Bill  was  introduced  last  year,  and  that 
your  Lordships  were  unable  at  that  late 


no  consideration  whatever  last  year; 
and  when  the  scene  of  activity  was 
transferred  from  Westminster  to  the 
coimtry  the  speeches  made  by  the  sup- 
porters of  the  BiU,  and  the  interest, 
such  as  it  was,  that  was  shown  in  the 
measure,  were  directed  to  a  considerable 
number  of  questions  which  had  nothing 
whatever  to  do  with  the  Bill  itseli  In 
fact,  if  you  study  the  majority  of  the 
orations  delivered  on  public  platforms 
you  will  find  that  they  took  less  note  of 
the  virtues  of  the  Bill  than  of  the  vices 
of  a  Second  Chamber. 

The  measure,  moreover,  has  not  been 
practically  debated  this  year  in  the 
other  House,  and,  therefore,  your  Lord- 
ships have  to  consider  the  Bill  almost 
for  the  first  time  on  its  merits.  It  has 
hitherto  been  used  as  a  battering-iam 
and  nothing  else  ;  and  I  venture  to  think 
that  if  your  Lordships  were  to  treat 
it  as  a  battering-ram,  and  give  it  that 
consideration  which  is  usually  extended 
to  a  battering-ram  by  defenders  of  a 
fortress,  you  would  be  perfectly  justified. 
But  I  do  not  ask  your  Lordships  to 
reject  it  on  those  groimds.  I  ask  you 
to  consider  it  on  its  merits,  and  on  its 
merits  to  pronounce  it  a  bad  and  im- 
possible Bill.  We  are  asked  to  pass  a 
Bill  which  deals^with  a  new  system  of 
rating  before  we  'are  told  what  that  new 
system  of  rating  is  to  be.  I  submit 
that  that  is  a  premature  thing  to  ask 
us  to  do.  It  is  totally  unnecessary  to 
upset  the  whole  system  of  valuation 
in  Scotland  or  anywhere  else  without 
due  cause  shown,  and,  imtil  we  are  shown 
that  a  workable  system  of  rating  on  the 
basis  of  the  capital  valuation  of  land 
can  be  made  part  of  our  rating  system, 
I  submit  that  it  is  premature  to  intro- 
duce a  Bill  which,  while  causing  con- 
siderable expense  and  difficulty  makes  a 
great  innovation  on  the  system  which 
has  been  in  force  for  a  great  many  years. 
You  are  producing  the  arms  and  legs  of 
a  new  system  of  valuation  without  the 
body.  Who  cares  what  the  valuation 
is  except  in  regard  to  the  taxation  which 
is  to  be  founded  upon  it  ? 

The  noble  Lord  who  introduced  this 


period  of  the  session  to  give  it  a  Second  i  Bill  tells   us  that  if  we  object  to  the 

system  which  is  to  be  founded  upon  it 
we  can  express  our  objections  at  a  later 
staire.     I  venture  to  submit  that  when 


Reading.  It  was  not  properly  con- 
sidered last  year  in  either  House  of 
Parliament.     It    was    given    practically 
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the  iiiblo  Lord  at  a  later  stage  is  con- 
cerned in  pressing  upon  this  Assembly 
the  legislation  founded  upon  this  Bill  we 
shall  be  told  that  it  is  a  money  Bill  to 
which  we  can  have  nothing  to  say.  I 
therefore  ask  this  House  at  this  stage 
to  take  the  procedure  of  saying  that  the 
legislation  which  confessedly  is  intended 
to  be  founded  on  this  Bill  is  bad  in  prin- 
ciple and  should  be  stopped  at  the  very 
outset.  I  need  not  quote  the  declara- 
tions of  the  Grovernmfent  on  the  point. 
They  began  by  telling  us  it  was  a  mere 
valuation  Bill  and  had  nothing  to  do 
with  anything  else.  But  now  we  have 
it  from  the  noble  Lord — and  it  was  stated 
last  year  from  the  Woolsack — that  this 
Bill  is  intended  to  be  followed  by  further 
legislation.  The  legislation  which  is  to 
be  founded  on  this  Bill  must  be,  and  can 
only  be,  in  the  direction  of  imposing 
some  taxation  on  ground  values  on  the 
basis  of  the  capital  valuation  of  those 
ground  values ;  and  it  is  material  to 
point  out  that  whatever  the  Government 
may  say — and  I  fully  acknowledge  that 
responsible  speakers  on  behalf  of  the 
Government  have  disavowed  all  respon- 
sibility as  far  as  they  themselves  are 
concerned  for  the  doctrines  of  Henry 
George — those  doctrines  are  the  driving 
power  behind  this  Bill,  doctrines  which 
aim  at  the  complete  confiscation  of  the 
land  values  of  this  country.  That  pro- 
position does  not  need  proof.  Behind 
this  Bill  is  the  Scottish  League  for  the 
Taxation  of  Land  Values,  and  the  real 
support  that  the  Bill  gets  is  from  gentle- 
men who  think  it  would  be  to  the  advan- 
tage of  this  country  to  tax  all  land  values 
out  of  existence.  If  it  were  necessary 
to  prove  that,  I  have  here  a  letter  written 
by  an  English  Member  of  Parliament,  Mr. 
Wedgwood,  to  The  Times,  in  which  he 
seeks  to  prove  the  advantages  which 
would  follow  from  the  transfer  of  taxation 
from  land  and  baildings  combined,  on 
to  land  only,  and  that  letter  could  be 
matched  again  and  again. 

The  object  of  the  chief  supporters  of 
this  Bill  is  to  put  the  whole  rate  upon 
land  values  alone.  Let  me  give  an 
instance  of  what  would  probably  happen. 
It  is  almost  the  only  instance  upon  which 
an  argument  can  be  fairly  founded.  It 
is  very  difficult  to  find  out  what  propor- 
tion of  the  rateable  value  is  really  paid 
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by  the  land,  but  we  have  approximately, 
in  the  case  of  the  County  of  London,  the 
annual  rateable  value  of  land  alone.  I 
can  give  for  the  last  quinquennial  assess- 
ment, in  1906,  what  the  London  County 
Council  estimated  to  be  the  annual  rate- 
able value  of  land  values  alone.  The 
estimate  of  the  annual  rateable  value 
of  the  land  in  London  in  1906  was 
£18,000,000.  The  rateable  value  in  the 
same  year  was  £43,000,000 ;  so  that  of 
the  annual  rateable  value  in  1906,  the 
year  of  the  last  quinquennial  assessment, 
land  was  estimated  in  the  county  of  Lon- 
don to  be  £18,000,000  out  of  £43,000,000, 
or  40  per  cent,  of  the  rateable  value. 
Now  the  argument  I  wish  to  found  upon 
that  is  that  40  per  cent,  roughly  repre- 
sents the  average  incidence  of  the  rates. 
It  is  somewhere  between  33  per  cent, 
and  50  per  cent.,  but  40  per  cent,  is  near 
enougL  Forty  per  cent,  is  the  annual 
incidence  of  the  rates,  and,  therefore,  if 
the  whole  burden  of  the  rates  is  thrown 
on  land,  you  will  need  a  rate  of  20s.  in 
the  £  in  London,  and  there  is  every  reason 
to  suppose  that  practically  a  similar  state 
of  affairs  would  be  disclosed  all  over  the 
country.  Therefore,  if  the  avowed  ob- 
ject of  the  chief  supporters  of  this  Bill 
is  carried  out  in  anything  like  its  entirety 
you  will  have  a  rate  of  203.  in  the  £  on 
land  values  in  this  coimtry.  ,j 

I  do  not  propose  to  carry  this  House 
into  a  detailed  discussion  of  what  the 
precise  effect  of  a  rate  of  20s.  in  the  £ 
would  be  on  land.  I  leave  your  Lord- 
ships to  figure  it  out  yourselves ;  but 
when  we  have  a  Bill  introduced  which  is 
confessedly  meant  to  be  followed  by 
legislation,  somewhat  of  that  character, 
when  we  have  a  large  number  of  the  sup- 
porters of  the  Bill  advocating  legislation 
entirely  of  that  character,  then  I  do  say 
we  are  entitled  to  ask  the  Government, 
before  we  allow  this  Bill  to  pass,  to  give 
us  an  indication  of  what  they  really  mean 
to  found  upon  it.  I  do  not  believe  that 
p.ny  amount  of  questioning  will  elicit 
from  the  Government  what  their  rea-1 
intentions  are  ;  but,  whatever  they  mean 
to  do,  I  believe  they  will  find  that  they 
will  come  against  the  difficulty  that  land 
reformers  constantly  come  against.  How 
ever  reformers  may  desire  to  change  the 
incidence  of  rates,  however  much  there 
may  be  of  sympathetic  support  in  the 
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z^^.-'Tjk^.':  ::  iVlirr  to  pav.  I  cannot  see 
::..i:  :Lii  Bill  i*  founded  upon  either 
tr.-^jr.-.  I:.5  clief  enect  will  be  to  get  at 
"lit  15  'lillrii  uno«xirpied  land,  vacant 
ipice?.  lar-d  thit  is  held  up.  But 
vac4i:  Laid  is  prwiselv  the  class  of  land 
-s-i::i  receives  less  benefit  from  the 
rit^rs  thin  anv  other  class.  What  bene- 
fit do^5  vacant  land  derive  from  the 
r/'f/. ';.'.».  f',f  •.►.«•  ri/rr.<:f>  o?  rh';  .^'^-te.  poIi':e  rate,  the  education  rate,  or  the 
I'^'iV  ft. 7  Lof'i-,  -f:u:%\  i\v\  hfj  propo-e  ?  prKir  rato  \  Unoccupied  land,  which  is 
H«-.  \,v,\,*,'.t'A  ir.  I^TO  V,  t;iJ:f;  for  ^h^-  proposed  to  be  valued  under  this  Bill 
^'■.'.'■f,*  t,\  ♦;./:  H^it/-  ;:;!  th*.,  lin'jirr.wi  for  the  purpose  of  taxation,  derives  no 
\t.'.uu.t\.y  ^\..^y  ■Ko.ii'i  .vt.f.xwt*.  i(,r  rh'r  r^r  L^r  fit  from  a  lar^e  portion  of  the  rates; 
f'i''jM.  K.j*  in  of'l^r  u,  f\f,  th;:r  v.i^h  yf;t  it  will  be  very  largely  taxed.  Nor  is 
P'ff'-'j  |-i.'fir/-  t/i  o.y'i*\usf  pr'ipri'r^or-:  ho  the  Bill  founded  upon  the  theory  of  ability 
|if/i ;»','■/)  fh.jt,  tho  I;ui'J  of  th<!  ';oijii*rv  to  pay.  Will  your  Lordships  imsgine 
«h'»iil'l  ;ill  \,f  v.:\ii*"\  ;it;  ouf.f,  i*uf\  th:t^  two  contiguous  propcrtics — a  mansion 
fh«:  i;i^.it|/,ri  '.h'^uM  !,<•.  foijfi'l'/l  on  th*-  and  a  farm  of  equal  area.  It  is  obvious 
n'Mih'/fiMl  v.ilij'r  »hii  .lnHjI'l  rorr^r  to  thill  that  the  man  who  can  afford  to  occupy 
l.iii'l  III  iki\Mtt'  ^/|'i'.^■^  ;  hut  th;it  ;it  ;iiiy  tir/irr  .  a  mansion  is  better  able  to  pay  rates 
'lijfiut'  III*-  fiifii/'-.  ;uiv  l.iii'h/vvn*rr  shoiiM  .than  the  man  who  merely  occupies  a 
hivi-  »h'-  Mj^hi  of  '.I'llinp:  hiH  huirj  to  th*- |  small  farm.  Yet  under  this  Bill  the 
illiiin  III  i}|i>  pri'i-'.  ol  1H70.  Ifjul  th-it  |  man  who  occupies  the  mansion  and  the 
\ii't'u  «;i/m«m|  ifiio  t'ihu'A.  \\it»  Hiiiifi  wouhl  I  ofc:upi«r  of  the  small  farm  adjoining 
fiovv  hi*  ihn  nwiHT  of  v»'rv  hir^a;  tracts  of  " 

roiifiliv    hoiij'hl    111     IH70    prif.fjM,  whu'h 

woiilil  lod.iv  he  IL  (1i';l(|  Iohs  t.O  t.h(i 
ciiiinlrv.  'rhfi'c  ji  nil  niM'.LriMMl  <lc,rr<!- 
niiMit.  iv\  \\r\\  II  t  Jill  iiiH'iLriMM]  inr.ninu'.nt, 
iiiid  llit«  MiiiMo  ilidiciilly  whif'h  fiiciMJ  .lohn 
Mhiiirl  Mill  wImmi  in*  i>tt(>iiipt<*il  to  (ln;!l 
jiimiIv  wilh  Iho  f|iH'slinii  will  f;ic(»  my 
<hivi'rnninnt  that  iittfMPpti  tn  ilo  •!  wilh  it. 
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will  pay  the  same  rates.  The  Bill, 
thonjfon',  is  not  founded  on  any  of  the 
])rinciples  which  have  hitherto  governed 
our  rating  system.  Nor  has  the  valuation 
Hystcm  proposed  any  relation  whatever  to 
our  pnjvious  system.  Up  to  the  present 
time,  except  for  the  pui7)ose  of  the  death 
duty,  annual  value  has  ^bcen  the  regular 
basis  of  the  valuation  of  property  in  this 
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country,  and  I  see  no  reason  whatever 
for  departing  from  it.  For  the  death 
duties,  it  is  true,  we  value  the  capital 
value,  but  we  value  personalty  and 
realty  also,  and  both  fall  under  the 
same  category.  In  the  State  of  New 
York,  where  a  similar  system  of  capital 
valuing  prevails,  there  also  every  kind  of 
property  fall  under  the  same  category. 
But  here  the  proposal  is  to  extend  to 
land,  and  to  land  only,  an  unfair  system 
of  capital  valuation. 

I  submit  that,  whatever  the  noble  Lord 
who  introduced  the  Bill  may  say,  it  will  be 
practically  impossible  to  carry  out  the  Bill, 
and  I  see  no  reason  why  the  community 
should  be  put  to  the  risk  and  danger  of 
attempting  to  carry  it  out.  Of  course, 
in  one  sense  a  valuation  can  be  made.  It 
is  obviously  possible  to  place  some 
value  on  a  property;  the  question  is 
whether  the  land  of  this  country  could  be 
vdlued  satisfactorily  on  the  basis  of 
capital  value;  and  I  submit  that  the 
testimony  of  those  who  have  been 
consulted  by  the  various  Commissions 
and  Committees  which  have  sat  on  this 
question  is  so  very  discrepant  as  to 
afford  no  indication  whatever  as  to 
what  is  likely  to  happen.     . 

When  the  noble  Lord,  in  moving  the 
Second  Reading  of  the  Bill,  asked  us  to 
accept  as  final  and  conlcusive  the  evi- 
dence of  the  gentlemen  who  will  be 
entrusted  with  the  task  of  valuing 
the  various  properties,  I  think  he  showed 
a  somewhat  confiding  nature.  I  do 
not  desire  to  impute  any  interested 
motives  whatever  to  the  class  of  valuer 
who  will  be  engaged  under  this  Bill,  but 
it  is  perfectly  clear  to  me  that  if  we 
want  a  testimony  which  we  can  accept  as 
final  we  should  not  go  only  totthe  gentleman 
who  will  be  paid  for  carrying  out  the 
Bill.  Nothing  has  been  said  as  to  the 
expense  to  which  a  private  person  would 
be  put  if  he  disputed  the  valuation.  The 
cost  thrown  upon  the  community  in  a 
personal  capacity,  apart  from  what  they 
will  have  to  pay  as  ratepayers  and  tax- 
payers, will  be  very  large  ;  and  I  submit 
that  it  is  quite  unnecessary  to  harass  them 
in  that  way.  Nor  are  we  told  in  this 
Bill,  *«  although  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  has  inado  certain  conditional 
promises  in  another  place,  anything 
About  the  taxpayer  bearing  any  portion 


of  the  expense.  The  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  has  stated  explicitly  that  he 
will  consider  the  question  of  subsidising 
various  districts,  if  it  is  found  to  be 
wanted,  but  no  indication  of  this  in- 
tention is  to  be  found  in  the  Bill.  As 
the  Bill  stands  there  is  cast  upon  the 
ratepayer  what  may  be  an  enormous 
cost. 

In  order  to  show  how  difficult  it  will  be 
to  make  this  valuation,  let  me  quote  the 
effective  words  of  the  Bill.  Clause  3 
provides  that — 

"  '  Capital  land  value  *  in  reference  to  any 
lands  and  heritages  includes  the  value  of  any 
common  interest  in  land,  and  means  the  sum 
which  such  lands  and  heritages  or  common 
interest  might  bo  expected  to  realise  if  sold 
by  a  willing  seller  in  the  open  market  at  the 
time  of  the  valuation  if  (1)  divested  of  build- 
ings, erections  or  improvements,  of  whatever 
nature,  on,  in,  or  under  the  soil,  woods,  fixed 
or  attached  machinery,  and  work  of  drainage 
and  of  reclamation,  making  up,  levelling,  and 
the  like,  where  the  benefit  thereof  is  unex- 
hausted at  the  time  of  valuation  ;  and  (2)  sold 
free  from  all  burdens,  public  and  private,  ex- 
cept building  restrictions  or  servitudes  :  Pro- 
vided that  where  the  assessor  considers  that 
any  restriction  or  servitude  created  after  the 
passing  of  this  Act  has  been  created  in  order 
to  defeat  this  Act  it  shall  be  lawful  for  him 
(without  prejudice  to  the  appeal  to  which  any 
person  aggrieved  is  entitled)  to  disregard  such 
restriction  or  servitude." 

Picture  to  yourselves  what  the  valuer 
will  have  to  do.  I  do  not  say  he  cannot 
do  it.  A  valuer  will  value  anything. 
But  picture  to  yourselves  the  process, 
and  ask  yourselves  if  it  can  be  a  satis- 
factory or  uniform  one  throughout  the 
kingdom.  The  valuer  will  take  that 
clause.  He  will  go  to  one  house  and 
picture  to  himself  that  house  gone. 
The  land  is  to  be  divested  of  buildings, 
erections,  or  improvements ;  and  he  will 
value  the  site  without  the  house.  For 
the  purpose  of  his  valuation  of  that 
particular  site  he  will  have  to  leave 
the  land  on  the  side  of  it  with  the  house 
standing  and  perhaps  with  the  house 
standing  on  the  other  side ;  and  when 
the  valuer  has  finished  the  valuation  of 
the  first  site,  he  will  have  to  go  next 
door,  and,  in  his  imagination,  build  up 
the  first  house  while  pulling  down  the 
second,  and  so  on  down  street  after 
street  of  our  great  towns.  He  has  to 
value  it  divested  of  buildings,  erections, 
1  or  improvements,  of  whatever  nature,  on, 
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in,  or  under  the  Boil,  and  works  of  drain- 
age and  TBclamation.  According  to  the 
Btrict  terms  of  Claofie  3,  when  he  has  done 
this  the  land  is  left  really  without  even 
agricultural  value.  I  cannot  see  how  it  is 
possible  for  even  the  most  imaginative  of 
men  to  carry  out  strictly  the  require- 
ments of  this  BilL  It  eannot  be  done. 
It  seems  to  me  that  the  only  guide  which 
a  valuer  has  is  the  price  which  can  be 
got  for  an  article.  Professional  valuing, 
as  I  understand  it,  is  not  a  profession 
which  requires  a  sort  of  intuitive  genius 
or  any  very  particular  training.  It  requires 
a  long  experience  of  finding  what  land 
can  sell  for,  but  that  is  precisely  the 
experience  you  are  going  to  deny  to 
valuers  under  this  BilL 

Having  tried  to  show  that  the  Bill  is, 
in  the  first  place,  premature,  in  the  second 
place  unfair,  and  in  the  third  place  im- 
practicable, I  desire  before  I  sit  down 
to  toujch  briefly  on  two  sentimental  con- 
siderations which  seem  to  have  great 
weight  with  the  supporters  of  this  BiU. 
It  is  imagined  that  the  Bill  will  prevent 
overcrowding  by  compeUing  landowners 
to  put  their  land  to  the  best  use.  I  do 
not  deny  that  there  may  be  cases  where 
land  is  held  up  ;  but  I  believe  that  these 
are  rare,  and  that  it  is  a  mistake  to  sup- 
pose that  land  is  held  up  in  any  large 
quantities.  I  would,  however,  mention 
one  case.  The  Glasgow  Corporation 
have  been,  I  believe,  most  enthusiastic 
in  support  of  the  Bill.  According  to  a 
return  just  granted,  they  have  300,000 
square  yards  of  land  fit  for  building  on, 
which  is  entered  at  a  valuation  of  £600,000 
and  in  one  particular  district  they  are 
holding  up  land  at  the  price  of  £9,000  an 
acre.  This  is  a  price  which  it  is  obvious 
that  no  builder  could  afford  to  pay  for 
speculative  purposes.  Here  is  a  case  of 
holding  up  land  in  its  most  aggravated 
form  which  is  practised  by  the  very  cor- 
poration which  is  most  forward  in  attack- 
ing private  owners  on  that  ground.  I 
question  whether  the  best  use  that  land 
can  bo  put  to  is  to  cover  it  with  jerry- 
built  houHos.  May  it  not  sometimes  be 
better  to  leave  it  open  for  the  benefit  of 
the  lungs  of  a  town  ? 

If  this  Hill  JH  uuy,int  as  a  remedy  for 
overcrowding,  I  would  point  out  thAt  in 
Paris  and  New  York,  where  the  syi 
of  taxinj^  tlio  vr^nh  1  v.ilue  of  land  is 

riiomht  IliiUni, 


force,  overcrowding  of  a  worse  descrip- 
tion than  anything  in  this  oonntry  is 
to  be  found.  The  first  effect  of  the  Bill 
would  certainly  be  to  lessen  the  taxation 
borne  by  factories  and  breweries  in  coun- 
try districts  and  increase  the  amoixnt  that 
has  to  be  paid  by  the  agricultural  com- 
munity, who  can  least  afford  it.  I  ask 
your  Lordships  to  reject  the  Bill  because 
i  believe  it  to  be  unMr,  incomplete,  and 
impracticable,  and  that  no  amount  of 
amendment  or  modification  oouM  affect 
the  principle  of  the  BilL  It  is  founded 
not  on  any  principle  which  has  hitherto 
guided  the  rating  system  of  this  country 
but  on  a  system  suggested  by  the  Scottish 
Taxation  of  Land  Values  Association  and 
other  Henry  Georgeite  societies.  It  b 
begotten  by  fanatical  societies  out  of 
an  ignorant  Grovemment ;  it  stands  allied 
with  another  Bill  equally  unsound  and 
vicious,  which  your  Lordships  rejected 
a  fortnight  ago,  and  I  ask  the  House  not 
to  allow  the  two  Bills  to  be  divided  in 
death. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  To  leave  out  the  word  *  now '  in  order  to 
insert  the  words  *  this  day  six  months.*  "— 
{Viscount  Ridley,) 

*Vlscount  St.  ALDWYN:  My  Ijords, 
two  very  different  views  of  this  measure 
have  been  put  before  your  Lordships. 
The  first  was  that  of  the  noble 
Lord  who,  in  an  interesting  speech, 
asked  your  Lordships  to  agree  to 
the  Second  Reading.  He  minimised 
the  importance  of  the  Bill,  treating  it 
as  merely  preliminary  to  some  measure 
of  rating  reform,  of  which  he  did  not 
suggest  the  contents,  or  on  what 
principles  that  measure  should  be 
based.  He  practically  repeated  the 
words  of  the  Lord  Advocate  to  the  effect 
that  it  was  merely  the  insertion  of  an 
additional  column  in  the  valuation  roll 
for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  information 
and  would  do  no  harm  to  anybody  so 
far  as  any  fresh  rating  or  taxation  was 
concerned. 

But  both  the  noble  Lord  and  the  Lord 
Advo  kte  did  not  sufficiently  allow  for 
the  ex  )eiMp  Irliich  will  be  inflieled  fin^ 
on 
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upon  the  taxpayer,  who,  I  think,  will 
have  to  bear  a  good  deal  more  than  the 
very  moderate  expenditure  suggested 
by  the  noble  Lord  opposite.  I  can  quite 
understand  that  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  has  a  natural  predilection 
for  Scotland  in  imposing  charges  upon 
the  Exchequer,  but,  even  so,  I  think 
the  estimates  are  extremely  low  and 
are  likely  to  be  very  greatly  exceeded. 
But  that,  after  all,  i^  a  minor  point. 
The  general  view  of  the  Bill  taken  by 
the  noble  Lord  was  that  of  a  very  harm- 
less, unimportant  amendment  of  the 
technical  and  dry  details  of  the  law 
relating  to  valuation  in  Scotland. 

My  noble  friend  who  has  just  sat 
down,  in  his  able  speech,  dealt  with  the 
measure  from  a  very  different  point  of 
view.  It  is  evident  he  had  in  his  mind 
a  very  much  more  important  matter 
than  an3i;hing  dealt  with  by  this  Bill — 
the  possible  adoption  by  Parliament, 
or,  at  any  rate,  by  this  Government,  of 
some  wild  proposal  for  a  change  in  the 
incidence  of  rates  and  income-tax  put 
forward  by  the  bodies  to  which  he 
alluded,  and  supported  by  a  very  active 
and  noisy  party  among  the  supporters 
of  the  Government,  who  have  been,  I 
am  afraid,  encouraged  by  the  speeches  of 
one,  if  not  both,  of  the  Scottish  law 
officers  of  the  Crown.  I  wish  to  examine 
the  measure,  in  the  first  place,  as  a  pro- 
posal for  dealing  with  the  particular 
grievance  to  which  the  noble  Lord  who 
introduced  it  referred. 

What  is  the  grievance  with  which  it  is 
intended  to  deal  ?  In  the  first  place, 
I  would  ask  your  Lordships  to  bear  in 
mind  that,  as  it  appeared  from  the  speech 
of  the  noble  Lord,  it  is  purely  an  urban 
grievance.  He  put  two  cases,  and  only 
two.  He  put  the  case  of  land  on  high 
ground  which  did  not  get  the  benefit 
of  a  town  water  supply.  The  town  then 
decided  to  expend  large  sums  on  a  new 
water  supply  through  which  they  could 
benefit  the  land  on  the  high  ground, 
and  he  3aid  that  in  such  a  case  the  land, 
though  benefited,  would  not  fairly  con- 
tribute towards  the  cost  of  the  water 
Mqp^y.  If  it  did  not,  I  admit  that 
may  be  some  reason  for  altering 
of  assessment,  but  I  think  it 
certainly    directly    there     were 


on    that    land    and    buildinsj.s 


would  be  rendered  possible  by  the  exis* 
t^nce  of  the  water  supply.  Those  build* 
ings  would  at  once  be  rated  for  the  town 
expenditure,  and  the  people  in  them 
would  bear,  in  one  shape  or  another, 
the  cost  of  the  water  supply.  Then 
the  noble  Lord  put  the  case  of  un- 
occupied land  in  or  near  a  burgh— the 
word  "  near  "  I  think  was  a  little  vague 
— -which  was  held  up  for  future  building 
purposes,  which,  he  said,  according  to 
the  present  law  was  rated  only  on  its  value 
as  agricultural  land,  although  it  could 
be  immediately  utilised  for  building. 
If  such  a  case  exists,  I  think  it  would  be 
possible  to  deal  with  it  without  going  the 
length  of  the  Bill  before  us. 

What  is  the  proposal  under  this  Bill  ? 
My  noble  friend  and  the  noble  Lord  who 
introduced  it  have  referred  to  the  basis 
of  the  system  of  annual  valuation  for 
rating  and  taxation  in  Scotland.  Th^t 
basis  is,  I  think,  identical  at  present 
with  the  English  basis.  It  is  the  annual 
value  or  rent  which  may  accrue  to  the 
owner,  the  owner  and  the  tenant  respec- 
tively undertaking  to  bear  certain  lia- 
bilities with  regard  to  the  property.  The 
definitions  are  not,  I  think,  quite  identical 
in  England  and  in  Scotland.  I  think 
in  England  the  Assessment  Committee 
has  rather  more  latitude  than  the  Scottish 
assessor,  because  the  Assessment  Com- 
mittee might,  if  they  thought  the  rent 
was  either  too  high  or  too  low  as  repre- 
senting the  real  annual  value  of  the  heredi- 
tament, lower  or  increase  the  gross 
estimated  rental  so  as  to  make  it  pro- 
perly correspond  to  the  words  of  the 
law. 

The  Earl  of  CAMPERDOWN  :  And 
so  can  the  Scottit;h  assessor. 

♦Viscount  St.'  ALDWYN  :  I  do  not 
know  how  that  may  be,  but  that  is  the 
case,  I  think,  in  England.  What  does 
this  Bill  propose  ?  As  my  noble  friend 
behind  me  has  stated,  it  departs  for  the 
first  time,  and  for  one  kind  of  heredi- 
tament alone,  that  of  land,  from  the 
system  of  assessment  according  to 
annual  value.  If  it  merely  did  that 
to  this  extent,  that  it  provided  for 
an  assessment  on  capital  value  which 
should  be  calculated  according  to  so 
many  years'  purchase  of  the  annual  vduo, 
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will  venture  to  say  that  you  cannot 
stop  at  land.  You  will  have  to  extend 
the  principle  to  other  classes  of  property 
as  well.  Why  should  not  you  assess 
to  such  taxation,  as  you  do  assess  to  the 
death  duties,  pictures,  or  plate,  or  jewels 
or  furniture,  or  anything  which  a  man 
has  which  does  not  yield  any  present 
income  to  the  owner,  on  the  very  same 
basis  of  capital  value  as  you  propose  to 
assess  his  land  ? 

The  only  reason  I  can  suggest  is  this, 
and  I  should  be  very  sorry  to  suggest 
it  as  the  reason  that  influences  His 
Majesty's  Grovernment,  because  I  do  not 
think  they  share  the  theories  to  which 
I  am  about  to  allude.  But  there  are 
active  persons  who  do  hold  the 
theory  that  land  should  be  national- 
ised, and  who  are  trying  all  they  can  to 
promote  that  result.  Their  idea  is 
that  a  first  step  in  that  should  be  the 
placing  of  all  local  taxation  on  the  basis 
of  land  values.  My  noble  friend  has 
dwelt  on  the  effect  this  would  have 
upon  the  present  owners  of  land.  I  cannot 
believe  for  a  moment  that  this  view  is 
really  the  view  of  His  Majesty's  Grovern- 
ment, but  I  have  been  told  that  it  is  the 
view  which  has  been  advanced  by  the 
law  officers  of  the  Crown  for  Scotland, 
and  that  they  have  actually  said  that 
it  is  their  intention,  in  a  rating  Bill 
which  is  to  follow  this  measure,  to 
impose  on  the  owners  of  capital  land 
value  all  the  rates  now  leviable  on  the 
composite  value  of  buildings  and  land. 
And  they  have  defended  this  proposal  on 
the  ground  that  the  change  would 
result  in  liberating  improvements  from 
the  increased  taxation  to  which  they  are 
now  subject,  owing  to  the  increased 
value  which  they  confer  on  the 
hereditament,  and  that,  therefore,  it 
would  be  an  incentive  to  owners  to 
improve  their  land,  that  it  would  force 
unoccupied  land  into  the  market,  and  be 
some  solution  of  the  great  housing 
problem.  When  that  proposition  was 
suggested  in  the  debate  in  this  House 
last  year,  the  Lord  Chancellor,  I  think, 
spoke  of  any  such  alteration  of  taxation 
as  ridiculous. 


The   lord    CHANCELLOR   nodded 
assent. 


♦Viscount  St.  ALDWYN  :  I  am  very 
glad  to  see  that  I  have  correctly  quoted 
the  noble  and  learned  Lord.  What  is 
the  most  important  matter,  to  my  mind, 
in  connection  with  this  Bill  is  that  your 
Lordships  should  have  the  most  distinct 
declarations  from  the  Members  of 
the  Cabinet  in  this  House,  who  can 
speak  with  an  authority  which  is 
not  given  to  their  satellites,  the  Scot- 
tish law  officers,  that  His  Majesty's 
Grovernment  do  not  intend  to  into- 
duce  into  the  rating  Bill  for  Scot- 
land that  they  contemplate,  any  pro- 
position of  that  kind.  If  no  such 
assurance  is  forthcoming,  then  I  think 
your  Lordships  would  have  no  choice 
but  to  reject  this  Bill  as  a  mere  first 
step  to  what  would  practically  be  con- 
fiscation and  robbery.  Of  course,  if  we 
had  such  an  assurance  we  might  be  able 
to  consider  it  in  Committee.  Then  the 
points  to  which  I  have  alluded  would 
arise  in  a  manner  which  would,  at 
any  rate,  enable  His  Majesty's  Gov- 
ernment, if  they  can  justify  the 
particular  machinery  proposed  by  this 
Bill,  to  justify  it  in  a  shape  which 
would  be  easier  to  criticise  and  to  answer 
than  could  possibly  be  the  case  in  a 
debate  on  the  Second  Reading. 

I  feel,  as  an  old  House  of  Commons 
man,  that  any  question  of  the  basis  of 
rating  is  cognate  to  those  questions  of 
taxation  which  are  peculiarly  the  pro  vin'^e 
of  the  House  of  Commons.  Therefore 
I  should  be  very  sorry  that  your  Lord- 
ships should  reject  the  Second  Reading 
of  the  Bill,  which  we  have  sufficient  time 
this  year  to  consider.  Those  moit 
opposed  in  principle  to  the  imposition 
01  all  rates  on  land  values  would  profit 
most  by  discussions  in  Committee,  and 
we  might  be  able  to  introduce  important 
Amendments  which  would  put  our  case 
before  the  country  in  a  way  which  would 
be  impossible  if  we  rejected  the  Second 
Reading. 

Take,  for  example,  the  extent  to  which 
this  Bill  is  to  be  applied.  As  it  stands 
it  is  apphcable  to  the  whole  of  Scotland. 
Why  ?  Is  there  any  demand  for  it,  is 
there  any  necessity  for  it  throughout  the 
whole  of  Scotland  ?  No  such  demand 
or  necessity  has  been  even  suggested. 
Is  it  necessary  that  it  should  be  com- 
pulsory upon  the  local  authorities  ?     No 
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only  a  few  years  ago,  dealing  with  local ' 
taxation.     It  proceeds  on  different  lines. 
When   you   spend   money   on   improve-  I 
nients,  in  a  certain  sen^ft  you  benefit  the  i 
whole   town,   but  you    ^specially   b3i'^fit , 
the    site    values    by    all    improvements.  ' 
The  improvement  of  a  street  does  not  | 
make  a  house  more  comfortable,  but  the  , 
land  on  which  it  is  built  is  made  more  ! 
valuable,  because,  if  the  property  is  put  I 
along  a  fine  street,  it  would  let  better  ; 
than  before.     I  will  give  two  illustrations  , 
which   will   show   that   Parliament   has ' 
recognised  the  truth  of  these  propositions.  I 
and  has  given  effect  to  them  in  Acts  of  : 
Parliament.     In  the  case  of  the   Tower  j 
Bridge  improvement  there  were  certain 
clauses    known    as    the       "  betterment 
clauses,"   by  which  a  special  rate  was 
authorised  in   respect   of   certain   lands 
near  the  Tower  which  were  to  be  im- 
proved,   and    which    were    made    more 
valuable    by    the    improvement    itself.  ' 
Similar    clauses    found    their   way    into 
other  London  Acts,  and  certainly  in  a 
Manchester    Act.     The    equity    of    the 
principle   is   so    obvious    that    no    one 
nowadays  object  ?  to  it.     But  there  was  ' 
another  method  adopted  in  the  case  of 
the  Holbom  and  Strand  improvement. 
Instead    of    utilising    the      betterment 
clauses,   which   were  in  rather  a  crude 
form  at  that  time,  power  was  given  to 
take    belts   of  land   alongside   the   pro- 
jected  street    although   they    were    not 
necessary    for   the    construction   of   the 
street,  in  order  that  the  local  authority 
might  compulsorily  buy  these  strips  at 
their  value  before  the  improvement,  and 
so  realise  the  profit  which  would  arise 
after  the  improvement  had  been  effected. 

The  minority  Report,  signed  by  such 
names  as  those  of  Lord  Balfour,  Sir  E. 
Hamilton,  Lord  Kinross,  and  Sir  George 
Murray,  is  a  most  interesting  and  valuable 
Report,  full  of  suggestions,  full  of  common 
sense.  That  Report  generalises  in  effect 
to  my  mind  the  principles  to  which  I 
have  adverted,  and  proposes  that  all 
urban  rateable  property  should  be  taxed 
alike  for  such  purposes  as  poor  relief, 
police,  and  so  forth,  and  that  expenditure 
on  improvements  beneficial  to  site  value 
should  be  defrayed  by  a  special  charge 
proportioned  to  the  site  value  alone. 

My  Lords,  I  admit  the  full  difficulty 
of  the  question      There  is,  I  know,  room 
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for  difference  of  opinion.  I  am  aware 
that  economists  of  a  very  high  order  of 
skill  and  experience  do  differ  in  opinion 
upon  it,  but  let  no  man  imagine  that  you 
can  dispose  of  a  question  of  this  kind  by 
trotting  forth  the  old  worn-out  fallacies 
propounded  in  the  early  days  of  Henry 
Greorge  and  endeavouring  to  fix  the 
Grovemment  with  proposals  with  which 
they  have  no  sympathy  whatever,  while 
ignoring  the  real  facts  and  difficulties  as 
well  as  the  suggested  remedies.  What 
we  have  to  do  is  to  address  ourselves  to 
the  immense  economic  difficulties  that 
underlie  these  problems,  and  that  is 
what  we  have  to  do  when  we  come  to 
the  question  of  rating. 

But  now  the  noble  Viscount  wishes 
to  shut  the  door,  and  says  that  we  are 
not  even  to  enter  into  the  consideration 
of  that,  that  we  are  not  to  have  even 
the  preliminary  valuation  that  alone 
will  enable  us  to  bring  forward  proposals 
for  the  purpose  of  meeting  the  difficulty. 
Your  Lordships  will  have  plenty  of 
opportunity,  if  the  proposals  are  such  as 
the  noble  Viscount  adumbrated,  of 
throwing  out  the  Bill  when  the  proposals 
are  made.  It  is  a  money  Bill  we  are  told. 
Well,  if  a  money  Bill  is  brought  forward 
this  House  has  always  the  power  to 
throw  it  out.  It  is  the  question  of 
amending  money  Bills  that  is  a  question 
of  privilege,  but  as  to  the  question  of 
.  throwing  out  money  Bills  your  Lordships 
have  the  most  amnle  powers.  If  you 
think  the  proposals,  when  they  are 
brought  forward,  are  dishonest  pro- 
posals, you  have  the  most  ample  power 
to  say  they  are  dishonest  and  to  throw 
them  out.  But  to  throw  out  this  pre- 
liminary measure,  without  which  you 
cannot  enter  one  step  upon  this  most 
thorny  and  at  the  same  time  mr>st 
vital  question,  would  be  very  unwise. 

I  must  observe  in  regard  to  the  last 
Report  to  which  I  rr;f erred  that  it  is  quit^) 
true  it  refers  simply  to  urban  land  and 
did  not  commit  thone  who  signed  it  to  an 
opinion  at  all  in  favour  of  r;apital  valua 
tion.  1  quite  agree,  I  shall  Iw  pn»pan;d 
to  meet  my  critics  on  Ixjth  thff.H*;  point/t 
when  we  come  to  them  in  Committ^ie,  and 
I  shall  be  prepared  to  give  reasons  why 
it  should  not  be  confined  to  urban  hud, 
and  why  it  should  be  extended  to  capital 
:  value.     But  in  the  principle  I  think  1  ha\  o 
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fairly  stated  the  point  of  the  minority 
Report,  and  I  say  it  justifies  and,  indeed, 
demands  that  a  Bill  of  this  kind  should 
be  read  a  second  time,  and  that  we 
should  be  able  to  discuss  it.  ?ite  value 
must  be  valued  in  one  way  or  another 
if  any  of  these  proposals  are  to  be  carried. 
Can  it  be  done  ?  asks  one  noble  Earl. 
I  am  told  it  is  habitually  and  const.antly 
Tone  in  the  ordinary  valuation  of  Scotland. 
It  is  done  in  Glasgow,  in  New  York,  and 
in  Paris,  but  not  to  a  very  great  extent. 
Now,  my  Lords,  I  have  stated,  not 
indeed  the  contents  of  the  Bill  which 
may  hereafter  be  introduced  into  Parlia- 
ment— I  hope  it  will — but  the  principles 
that  I  think  are  applicable  to  the  subject, 
and  I  sincerely  hope  that  this  Bill  will  not 
share  the  fate  of  its  twin — a  twin  equally 
deserving,  in  my  humble  opinion — which 
perished  at  your  Lordships'  hands. 

Earl  ROSEBERY  :  May  I,  by  the 
courtesy  of.  the  noble  and  learned 
Ix)rd,  ask  him  one  question  ?  Why 
is  it  that  all  his  figures  and  examples 
refer  to  England  alone,  while  the  Bill 
refers  to  Scotland  alone  ? 

The  LORD  CHANCELLOR  :  Because 
the  figures  and  examples  that  are 
available,  relate  almost  entirely,  I  think, 
to  London,  and  I  am  not  aware 
of  any  similar  figures  that  are  available 
in  regard  to  JirVotland.  If  the  noble 
Earl  will  be  so  kind  as  to  furnish  me 
with  such  figures  I  will  in  future  amend 
my  ways  and  quote  Scottish  figures. 
But  there  is  absolutely  no  difference  in 
the  principle  of  land  valuation,  which  is 
the  same  in  both  countries. 

Earl  ROSEBERY  :  Yes,  but  do  not 
the  figures  and  examples  make  an 
j.lmost  admirable  case  for  bringing  in  a 
Bill  for  London  or  England,  but  none 
^vhatevcr  for  bringing  in  a  Bill  for 
S  otland  I 

Thk  lord  CHANCELLOR  :  Ithirk 
they  do  niako  a  good  case  for  Englan^^ 
an  i  wo  shall  bring  in  a  Bill  for  Erglird. 

A  NOBLE  LORD  :    When  ? 

The  LORD  CHANi'KLLOR  :  Won\alh 
cumot  do  ovorvthinii  at  omv.  But  will 
the  noble  Earl  permit  me  to  say  that  his 

L'nl  Lor*lnrn, 


statement  that  the  figures  and  examples 
do  not  furnish  a  good  foundation  for  a 
Bill  for  Scotland  is,  with  all  respect  to 
him,  completely  erroneous  ?  The  prin- 
ciple is  the  same,  overcrowding  is  the 
same,  the  increase  of  rent  is  the  same,  the 
increase  of  value  is  the  same.  All  are 
the  same,  n  uiatis  mutandis. 

Earl  ROSEBERY:  What  we  cannot 
understand  is  why  all  these  experiments 
are  to  be  tried  on  Scotland  when  the 
whole  ground-work  of  the  noble  and 
learned  Lord's  speech  was  laid  in 
England,  and  the  whole  infliction— 
or,  shall  I  say,  the  whole  benefit— is 
confined  to  Scotland. 

Lord   BALFOUR   op   BURLEIGH: 

My  Lords,  I  hope  your  Lordships  will 
allow  me  even  at  this  hour,  when  many 
may  desire  to  go,  to  say  a  few  words  in 
answer  to  the  speech  of  the  noble  and 
learned  Lord  on  the  Woolsack.  I  think 
I  can  undertake  to  be  really  brief  upon 
this  occasion,  because,  so  far  as  my  sym- 
pathies go,  I  concur  to  this  extent  with 
the  noble  Viscount  on  the  Front  Opposi- 
tion Bench,  and  the  noble  and  learned 
Lord  on  the  Woolsack,  that  I  express  the 
hope  that  the  House  will  not  reject  this 
Bill  upon  the  Second  Reading.  But,  my 
Lords,  I  have  very  nearly  as  serious  ob- 
jections to  take  to  some  of  the  provisions 
in  the  Bill  as  have  been  stated  by  the 
noble  Viscounts  who  have  spoken. 

With  regard  to  some  of  the  figures 
given  by  the  Lord  Chancellor,  I  think 

\  they  will  hardly  carry  him  to  allthecon- 

'  elusions  he  desires  to  draw  from  them. 

;  AVhen  you  talk  about  rates  in  urban  dis- 
tricts being  8s.  and  lOs.  in  the  £,  and  try 
to  compare  them  with  rates  in  other 
places,  you  are  bound  to  remember  that 

!  the  rates  in  towns  include  a  great  many 
things  which  are  not  done  in  the  country. 
Before  you  can  make  a  careful  and  useful 
examination  of  the  amount  of  rates  in 
town  and  cities  you  must  not  forget  that 
they  are.  generally  speaking,  to  be 
divided  into  two  great  classes — namely, 
thoi-e  which  are  burdensome,  and  burden- 
siMue  only,  and  those  which  I  shall 
desvrile  as  beneficial,  rates  which  are 
really  not  so  much  rates  as  we  generally 
speak  of  them,  but  rather  the  payment  for 
services  rendered — services  undertaken  by 
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the  community  because  they  can  be  done 
cheaper  by  the  community  than  if  each 
individual  had  to  do  them  for  himself. 

But  to  my  mind  the  curious  feature  of 
the  noble  and  learned  Lord's  speech  is 
that  it  is  so  entirely  inconsistent  with 
most  of  the  arguments  which  have  been 
used  for  this  Bill  in  Scotland  by  at  least 
one  of  the  Law  Officers  of  the  Crown.  I 
will  say  at  once  that,  so  far  as  the  noble 
and  learned  Lord's  description  and 
analysis  of  the  Minority  Report  of  the 
Royal  Commission  on  Local  Taxation, 
for  which  I  was  responsible,  is  concerned, 
I  have  no  word  of  complaint.  It  was 
absolutely  fair ;  and  it  was  fair  even  to 
admitting  that,  so  far  as  the  question  of  a 
change  of  basis  of  rating  from  annual  to 
capital  value  is  concerned,  there  was  not 
one  word  in  that  Report  which  could  be 
said  to  advocate  it.  We  have  had  an 
interesting  discussion,  and  the  noble  Lord 
who  moved  the  second  Reading  of  the 
Bill  seemed  to  have  been  advised  to  mini- 
mise it  as  far  as  possible.  It  was  a  very 
small  thing,  hardly  worth  taking  serious 
exception  to,  and  it  was  purely  pre- 
liminary to  another  and  greater  change. 
That  is  what  the  Lord  Advocate  said. 
He  described  it  as  a  simple  addition  of  a 
column  to  the  existing  valuation  roll.  I 
have  grave  doubts  whether  that  is 
accurate,  because  I  do  not  believe  it  is 
possible  to  take  the  capital  value  of  each 
individual  entry  on  the  valuation  roll 
apart  from  properties  as  a  whole.  You 
can  value  the  annual  return  which  you 
get  from  a  house  or  a  farm,  but  the  value 
of  the  whole  of  a  man's  property  when 
you  begin  to  take  the  capital  value  is  a 
very  different  thing.  But  I  venture  to 
say  that  only  by  the  way.  The  Lord 
Advocate  went  on  to  argue  that  it  was 
only — 

"To  make  us  able  to  note  the  additions  to 
or  deductions  from  capital  value  according  as 
there  is  a  rise  or  fall  in  the  market  value  of  land 
in  Scotland.  .  .  .  The  Bill  is  valuation  and 
nothing  more.  ...  It  is  a  first  step  towards 
the  solution,  not  only  of  the  rating  question, 
but  of  housing  and  other  useful  questions,  and 
also  the  question  of  the  transfer  of  land  at 
capital  value  to  public  authorities." 

The  noble  and  learned  Lord  on  the 
Woolsack  s'lid,  in  no  measured  language, 
that  no  one  would  be  foolish  enough  to 
suppose  that  you  could  charge  the  whole 
of  the  rates  to  the  land  value.  He 
churacteriseil     that     us     nonsense,     and 


said  in  a  later  part  of  his  speech  that 
it  was  nothing  but  a  foolish  dream. 
But  that  is  exactly  what  the  Solicitor- 
General  for  Scotland,  both  in  his  Report 
and  in  his  speeches,  has  been  advocating 
over  the  whole  length  and  breadth  of 
Scotland.  On  the  Second  Reading  of 
this  Bill  in  another  place,  he  said  the 
Bill  was — 

"  introduced  not  only  for  the  purpose  which 
the  Lord  Advocate  had  said,  but  as  an  essential 
preliminary  to  a  change  in  the  system  of  rating." 

They  were,  he  said,  to — 

**  blot  out  altogether  buildings  and  improve* 
ments  as  the  standard  of  rating,  and  take  not 
the  fruit  of  men's  labour  but  simply  the  land." 

That  is  the  very  proposal  which  the 
noble  and  learned  Lord  on  the  Woolsack 
has  just  described  as  nonsense  and  as 
a  foolish  dream.  The  Solicitor-Genersl 
alsa  said,  with  regard  to  the  objection 
that  we  ought  to  know  what  was  intended 
before  we  passed  the  Bill,  that  he  did  not 
dispute  the  relevancy  of  the  objection — 

"  Because  it  was  quite  obvious  that  if  the 
second  step  was  unwise  and  imprudent,  they 
ought  not  to  take  the  first  step." 

It  is  because  of  the  arguments  which 
have  been  used  by  the  Solicitor-General 
who,  after  all,  being  a  Law  Officer  of  the 
Crown,  may,  I  think,  by  outsiders  like 
myself,  be  supposed  to  know  what  the 
intentions  of  the  Grovernment  are,  that 
we  have  looked  upon  this  Bill  askance 
and  with  doubt. 

You  cannot  judge  of  the  position  in 
which  we  are  placed  without  looking  at 
the  history  of  this  matter.  The  noble 
Viscount  who  has  moved  the  rejection 
of  this  Bill  is  absolutely  right  when  he 
says  that  for  years  past  there  has  been 
a  school  of  economists  in  Scotland  who 
desire  to  put  the  whole  of  the  burden  of 
local  rates  upon  the  value  of  land,  and 
upon  the  value  of  land  alone.  That 
was  the  idea  which  underlay  the  Glasgow 
Bill,  which,  in  11X)(),  was  passed  by  the 
present  House  of  Commons  and  referred 
to  a  Select  Committee,  of  which  tho 
Solicitor-General  was  Chairman.  The 
Lord  Advocate  had  praised  that  Bill  in 
no  measured  terms  ;  he  had  practically 
accepted  it  in  all  its  main  principle.", 
but  when  it  went  to  the  Select  Committee 
it  was  condemned,  and  condemned  so 
thoroughly  that  I  hope  your  Lordships 
will  allow  me  to  read  the  verdict  of  the 
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the  value  of  a  figment  of  the  imagination,  i  or  eighth  storey  to  have  to  assess  his 
Then,  again,  is  there  such  a  thing  as  a  j  proportion  of  the^  right  in  the  ground- 
willing 


seller  under  these  conditions, 
and,  if  there  is,  where  will  he  find  an 
"  open  market "  for  his  commodity  ? 

But  even  this  is  not  enough.  It  has 
to  be  sold  "  free  of  all  burdens,  public 
and  private."  Can  you  imagine  any 
estate  without  a  pubUc  or  private  bur- 
den ?  It  does  not  exist  upon  this  earth. 
Why  should  the  owners  of  subjects  in 
Scotland,  from  the  smallest  cottage  to 
the  largest  estate,  be  subjected  to  the 
necessity  of  performing  these  feats  of 
imagination,  and  afterwards  compelled 
to  defend  them  against  other  conclusions 
arrived  at  by  the  assessor?  The  asses- 
sors already  have  their  hands  full,  and    Lordships  the  difference  between  a  lease 


The  assessor  would  be  sure  to  make  a 
flifierent  assessment,  and  endless  litiga- 
tion would  result.  Then  take  the  case 
of  houses  with  terraces  and  gardens. 
These  gardens  are  part  of  the  feu  and 
})elong  jointly  to  all  the  feuers  in  the 
terrace.  What  is  to  happen  to  them? 
Probably  the  owner  bought  the  house  at 
i\  larger  price  because  of  these  amenities, 
but  now  he  is  to  suffer,  and  not  only  to 
suffer,  but  to  enter  on  law  suits  to  de- 
termine which  part  of  the  garden  belongs 
to  him  and  how  he  can  utilise  it  to  pay 
his  assessment. 

I  should  like  to  impress   upon  your 


town  or  county  councils  may  well  shrink 
from  the  tremendous  task  imposed  upon 
them  under  this  Bill  and  the  difficulties 
they  would  have  to  face  in  the  complex 
questions  that  would  arise.  According 
to  the  Secretary  for  Scotland,  not  one  of 
the  thirty- three  county  councils,  and  only 
four  of  the  205  town  councils  in  Scotland 
have  resolved  in  favour  of  the  Bill ;  and 
one  of  these — Glasgow — the  promoter 
of  this  legislation,  which  has  already 
J  pent  £2,500  on  the  promotion  of  this 
iiill,  is  now  anxious  to  have  the  cost 
borne  by  the  State,  and  to  have  a 
schedule  of  particulars  to  be  required 
from  proprietors  introduced.  Their  as- 
sessor, who  has  always  been  supposed 
to  approve  of  his  employers'  project,  has 
relieved  himself  of  any  chance  of  having 
to  carry  out  the  Bill  by  sending  in  his= 
icsignation  at  the  end  of  last  month. 

Clause  1  excludes  from  the  operation 
of  the  Bill  heritages  valued  by  the  asses- 
sor of  railways  and  canals.  This,  I 
think,  shows  ignorance  of  the  practice 
of  valuation.  At  present  all  companies, 
water,  gas,  and  others,  having  continuous 
lands  in  more  than  one  burgh,   parish. 


and  a  feu.  In  a  lease  there  may  be  ^ 
unearned  increment.  If  houses  are  let 
on  a  ninety-nine  years  lease  the  ground 
landlord's  grandson,  at  the  end  of  that 
term,  does  certainly  reap  a  benefit  from 
the  increase  of  the  town  and  the  en- 
hanced value  of  the  house ;  but,  in  the 
case  of  the  ground  landlord  who  feus  the 
land,  it  is  absolutely  impossible  that 
either  he  or  his  descendants  can  ever 
reap  unearned  increment  under  any 
conditions.  Under  the  proposed  system 
it  will  be  practically  taking  the  ownership 
from  the  ground-owner.  In  my  opinion, 
sales  will  probably  take  the  place  of  feus 
in  the  future.  The  result  would  be 
disastrous  to  the  poor  man,  who  would 
have  to  find  money  for  the  purchase  as 
well  as  for  the  building.  At  present, 
for  a  feu  duty  of  about  £1  per  site,  a 
labourer  can  acquire  land,  and  can  always 
borrow  two  thirds  of  the  cost  of  the  house 
he  erects,  which  would  be  an  improving 
property  as  the  land  round  hun  was 
built  upon.  He  thus  has  his  home  and 
a  stake  and  vote — ^not  always  wisely 
used — in  the  country. 

I    apologise    to    your    Lordships    for 


or  county,  can  apply  to  be  valued  b}  ,  bringing  before  you  a  personal  case,  but 
tlie  railway  assessor.     We  have,  there-  '  it  is  a  very  good  illustration.     We  have 

heard 


assessor, 
fon',  the  result  that  any  company  fallin 
uiilor  this  definition  may  escape  tb 
operation  of  the  Act  by  applying  to  th-^ 
railway  assessor.  There  are  a  iireat 
nunibtT  of  tenement  houses  in  K(linbur<:jli 
in  which  flats  have  been  sold  at  different 
times,  entirelv  without  consideration  ol 


a  certain  amount  of  discussion 
upon  "  in  and  about "  towns.  Well, 
"  in  and  about "  in  Scotland  does  not 
only  mean  the  unbuilt-upon  parts  of 
towns ;  it  also  means  land  within  the 
burgh  boundary.  I  should  Uke  to  give 
figures  showing  how  it  will  affect  my  own 


the  feu-duty.     Think  of  the  labour   it  I  town — Fraserburgh.     The  population  is 
would  be  for  the  proprietor  of  the  seventh  j  10,500,  and  the  assessable  rental  £48,625. 

Lord  f>\iUoun. 
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It  was,  until  a  few  years  ago,  a  fishing 
community,  and  the  value  of  the  fish 
landed  during  the  past  year  was  £309,000, 
and  the  value  cured  and  sold  £500,000. 
That  shows  that  they  do  a  very  large 
trade,  but  the  total  feus  rental  is  only 
£2,400.  The  burgh  area  up  to  1899, 
including  42  acres  of  common,  was  192 
acres  ;  it  was  extended  in  1899  by  92 
acres,  making  the  total  284  acres.  In 
1903  a  pneumatic  tyre  works  took  ground 
outside  the  burgh  boundary  of  20  acres, 
with  the  option  of  another  50  acres. 
That  year  the  town  council  and  the  tool 
works  company  asked  me  to  allow  the 
burgh  boundary  to  be  extended.  The 
beneficial  results  to  both  parties  are  plain. 
The  town  got  the  advantage  of  the  rates, 
and  it  was  a  great  benefit  to  the  tool 
factory  because  they  got  the  benefit  of 
the  water  supply  and  other  services  at  a 
cheaper  rate.  The  burgh  boundary  was 
increased  by  another  86  acres,  which 
raised  the  acreage,  including  the  common, 
to  370.  According  to  this  Bill  the  whole 
of  the  land  unbuilt  upon — 180  acres — 
within  the  burgh  boundary  is  liable  to  be 
claimed  and  assessed  for  building  value. 
This,  I  contend,  would  be  obviously 
unfair. 

It  has  been  said  that  this  Bill  has 
nothing  whatever  to  do  with  the 
Henry  Greorge  school  of  politics.  I  think 
ever3rthing  shows  that  it  had  its  origin 
in  that  school.  There  is  not  the  slightest 
doubt  that  the  parent  of  this  Bill — the 
Glasgow  Bill — was  a  rating  Bill,  and  it  is 
only  from  that  that  we  can  ascertain 
what  the  proposal  of  the  Government  is 
with  regard  to  this  Bill.  This  Bill  is  one 
of  the  worst  ever  introduced*  into  your 
Lordships'  House.  It  is  so  bad  in 
principle  that  I  should  like  to  see  it 
thrown  out. 

Moved,  "  That  the  debate  be  ad- 
journed until  To-morrow." — (The  Earl  of 
Mar  and  K  el  lie.) 


On   Question,   Motion   a«rreed  to, 
debate  adjourned  accordingly. 


and 


CONSOIIDATKI)    KUM)    HILL. 

The    lord    PRESIDENT    of.  the 

rOUNCIL  (The  Earl   of   Crkwk)  :    My 

Lords,    I    understand    that    the    Bill    in 

respect  of    which   my  noble  friend    the 


Leader  of  the  House  moved  the  suspension 
of  Standing  Order  No.  XXXIX.,  has  not 
vet  arrived  from  the  other  House.  There- 
fore the  Motion  will  have  to  be  agaii? 
put  down  To-morrow. 

House  adjourned  nt  Twenty-fivo 
min'ites  past  Seven  o'olonk, 
till  To-morrow,  half-past  Ten 
o'clock. 


HOUSE    OF    COMMONS. 
Wednesday,  2M  March,    1908- 


The  House  met  at  a   quarter  before 
Three  of  the  Clock. 


PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

Bury  rnd  District  Joint  Water  Board 
Bill ;  Dublin  pnd  South  Eastern  Railway 
Bill ;  Seaham  Harbour  Bill. — As  amended 
considered  ;    to  be  read  the  third  time. 

Hull  and  Barnsley  Railway  Bill. — 
Reported,  with  an  Amendment ;  Report 
to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 

RAILWAY  BILLS  (GROUP  L). 

Mr.  AsHTON  reported  from  the  [Comm- 
mittee  on  Group  1  of  Railway  Bills; 
That  Mr.  Thomas  Richards  (Monmouth) 
one  of  the  Members  of  the  said  Com- 
mittee, was  not  present  during  the 
sitting  of  the  Committee  this  day. 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

RAILWAY  BILLS  (GROUP  I.). 
Mr.  AsHTON  reported  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Group  1  of  Private  Bills : 
That  Mr.  Stephen  Collins,  one  of  the 
Members  of  the  said  Committee,  was 
not  present  during  the  sitting  of  the 
Committee  this  day. 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


MESSAGE  FROM  THE  LORDS. 
That  they  have  passed  a  Bill,  intituled, 
"  An  Act  to  empower  the  London  County 
Council  to  construct  and  work  tram- 
ways and  make  p.  new  street  rnd  street 
improvement H   and   other   wrrk«   in   th© 
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if  one  can  be  found  for  him.  The  holding 
formerly  occupied  by  the  evicted  tenant 
is  in  the  occupation  of  another  tenant. 

New  Wells  in  the  Island  of  Lewis. 
Mr.  weir  (RossTand  Cromarty) : 
To  ask  the  Secretary  for  Scotland  in 
view  of  the  fact  that  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  state  that  during  the  past 
three  years  four  new  wells  have  been 
sunk  in  the  Island  of  Lewis  and  that 
three  more  are  expected  to  be  completed 
by  May,  will  he  name  the  townships  in 
which  these  seven  new  wells  are  re- 
pectively  situated. 

{Ansivered  by  Mr,  Sinclmr,)  Further 
inquiries  show  that  greater  progress  has 
been  made  than  was  stated  in  the  Answer 
to  my  hon.  friend  on  16th  March.  The 
facts  are  these.  Since  1905  ten  wells 
have  been  sunk  and  protected  at  Knock, 
Carloway,  Lochgainmhich,  Cross,  Skiger- 
sta,  Coulregein,  Tong,  Melbost,  Habost, 
and  Raernish.  Five  wells  are  mider 
construction,  one  at  Branahine  and  four 
at  Aignish. 

Local  Education  Authorities  and  the 
Provision  of  Meals  Act. 

Mr.  W.  T.  WILSON  (Lancashire  > 
Westhoughton) :  To  ask  the  President 
of  the  Board  of  Education  whether 
he  can  give  the  names  of  the  local  educa- 
tion authorities  that  have  adopted  the 
Provision  of  Meals  Act,  and  the  amount  , 
of  the  rate  they  are  levying  to  provide 
the  food,  etc.,  required . 

(Ansivered  by  Mr.  McKenna.)  Except 
in  cases  where  it  is  desired  to  spend 
money  from  the  rates  upon  the  purchase 
of  food  under  Section  3  local  authorities 
are  not  required  by  the  Act  to  inform 
the  Board  of  Education  of  their  proceed- 
ings under  it,  and  I  have,  therefore, 
no  complete  information  as  to  the 
authorities  who  have  in  one  way  or 
another  taken  advantage  of  its  provisions. 
The  following  local  education  authorities 
have  been  authorised  by  the  Board  to 
spend  money  from  the  rates  upon  the 
purchase  of  food  : — England  :  Aston 
Manor  Urban  District :  Bath  County 
Borough  ;  Birmingham  County  Borough  ; 
Bootle  County  Boroujxh  :  Bradford 
County  Borough ;  Brighton  County 
Borough  ;      Bury  St.  Kdnuinds  County 


Borough  ;  Cannock  Urban  District ; 
Crewe  Borough ;  Durham  County  Council; 
Erith  Urban  District ;  Famworth  Urban 
District ;  Gillingham  Borough  ;  HaUiax 
County  Borough  ;  Hartlepool  Borough ; 
Hastings  County  Borough  ;  Hebburn 
Urban  District ;  Huddersfield  County 
I  Borough  ;  Keighley  Borough  ;  Kent 
County  Council ;  King's  Norton  and 
Northfield  Urban  District ;  Manchester 
County  Borough ;  Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
County  Borough ;  Norwich  County 
Borough  ;  Nottingham  County  Borough ; 
St.  Helens  County  Borough  ;  Sheffield 
Coimty  Borough  ;   South  Shields  County 

•  Borough  ;  Swindon  Borough  ;  Totten- 
ham Urban  District ;     Wallasey  Urban 

;  District ;  Walthamstow  Urban  District ; 
Workington  Borough ;  York  County 
Borough.  Wales :  Barry  Urban  Dis- 
trict ;    Cardiff  County  Borough  ;    Moun- 

'  tain  Ash  Urban  District ;  Newport 
County  Borough ;  Swansea  County 
Borough.  I  am  not  able  to  state  that 
amount  expended  by  each  local  authority 
to  meet  the  cost  so  incurred,  but  under 
Section  3  of  the  Act  it  is  limited  to  the 
amount  which  would  be  produced  by  a 

I  rate  of  Jd.  in  the  £. 

I  The  Bar  Council  and  the  InconK>rated 
I    Law  Society,  and  the  new  Law  Goorta 

Mr.  HERBERT  (Buckinghamshire, 
Wycombe)  :  To  ask  the  l^ist  Com- 
missioner of  Works  whether  the  plans 
for  the  new  Law  Courts  are  prepared; 

•  and,  if  so,  whether  he  is  willing  to  sub- 
mit them  for  criticism  to  the  Bar  Council 
and  the  Incorporated  Law  Society. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Harcourt,)  The  plans 
have  been  prepared  and  submitted  to 
the  Ijord  Chief  Justice.  I  have  no  doubt 
that  his  approval  will  carry  with  it  that 
of  the  Bar  Council  and  the  Incorporated 
Law  Society. 

Licensing  Compensation. 
Mr.  VERNEY  (Buckinghamshire,  N.) : 
To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  Ihe 
Home  Department  whether  he  is  aware 
that  in  i-ome  counties  a  considerable 
number  of  houses  are  beinff  sent  up  to 
the  com ]>cnsation authority, and  that  the 
funds  available  for  compensation  from 
balances  and  this  year's  levy  will  pro- 
bably be  insufficient  for  compensating 
all  the  houses  whose  licences   would  not 
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be  renewed ;  and  whether,  in  view  of 
the  provisions  contained  in  Clause  44 
of  the  Licensing  Bill,  his  consent  will  be 
granted  to  raising  a  loan  under  the  powers 
.siven  to  a  local  authority  under  the 
Licencing  Act  of  1904. 

(Answered  by  Mr,  Secretary  Gladstone.) 
I  have  no  actual  information  to  the 
effect  of  the  first  part  of  the  Question, 
but  it  is  probable  that  in  the  current 
year,  as  in  past  years,  renewal  authorities 
will  in  some  cases  be  found  to  have 
referred  more  licences  to  the  com- 
}>ensation  authorities  than  those  author- 
ities would,  if  they  refused  renewal 
in  all  cases,  be  able  to  pay  for  out  of 
current  revenue.  It  is  to  be  observed 
that,  under  Section  3  (5)  of  the  Act  of 
1904,  the  compensation  authorities  are 
to  have  regard,  in  the  exercise  of  their 
powers,  to  the  funds  available  for  the 
purpose.  As  regards  the  latter  part  of 
the  Question,  the  Answer  must  depend 
to  a  great  extent  upon  the  facts  of  any 
particular  case  which  may  be  submitted 
to  me  ;  but,  speaking  generally.  I  do 
not  think  that  I  should  be  justified  in 
granting  sanction  to  loans  which  would 
have  the  effect  of  charging  the  com- 
pensation levies  for  future  years  with 
awards  of  compensation  made  on  a 
scale  which  it  is  one  of  the  objects  of  the 
Licensing  Bill  to  replace  by  a  less  ex- 
travagant scale. 

Bate  of  Wages  at  London  Small  Arms 
Factory. 

Mr.  B.  S.  STRAUS  (Tower  Hamlets, 
Mile  End)  :  To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  whether  he  can  enforce  the 
payment  of  the  same  rates  of  wages  from 
the  London  Small  Arms  Company  on 
Government  contracts  as  are  paid  by 
the  War  Office  at  Enfield,  as  the  wages 
paid  by  the  London  Small  Arms  Com- 
pany are  much  below  the  waces  paid  by 
the  Government  for  the  same  work. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Haldane,) 
There  is  no  power  to  compel  the  adop- 
tion by  contractors  of  rates  of  Wiiizos  paid 
in  (lovcrnineiit  factories,  ])ut  the  fair 
Wi^^es  clause  in  War  Office  contracts  re- 
quires the  payment  of  such  wages  as  are 
generally  accepted  as  current  in  each 
trade  for  competent  workmen  in  the 
district  where  the  work  is  carried  out, 


and  if  any  evidence  is  produced  to  show 
that  this  clause  is  being  infringed  the 
matter  shall  be  at  once  investigated. 

Titles  of  Volunteer  and  Yeomanry 
Regiments. 

Mr.  C  0  U  R  T  H  0  P  E  (Sussex,  Rye)  : 
To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  whether  Volunteer  battalions  or 
Yeomanry  regiments  of  which  the  names 
or  titles  possess  historic  associations 
will  be  allowed  to  retain  such  names  or 
titles  in  the  Territorial  Force. 

{Answered  by  Mr,  Secretary  Haldane.) 
It  is  intended  to  retain,  as  far  as  possible, 
the  names  and  titles  of  Yeomanrv 
regiments  and  Volunteer  battalions  which 
possess  historic  assocations.  If  the  hon. 
Member  will  kindly  refer  to  the  special 
Army  Order  of  18th  March,  dealing  with 
the  organisation  and  establishment  of 
the  Territorial  Force,  he  will  find  full 
information  on  this  point. 

Territorial  Force  Regulations. 
Sir  CHARLES  DILKE  (Gloucester- 
shire, Forest  of  Dean)  :  To  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War,  whether  his 
expectation  that  the  whole  of  the  Army 
Act  would  be  re-cast,  probably  at  a 
near  date,  is  likely  to  be  fulfilled  ;  whether 
the  rules  of  procedure  contained  in  the 
Manual  of  Military  Law,  dated  November 
last,  are  to  be  revised  in  the  portions 
dealing  with  the  Territorial  Force  ;  when 
promised  revise  of  the  King's  Regulations 
now  in  the  press  will  be  issued ;  and  at 
what  date  the  book  of  Territorial  Force 
Regulations  now  being  drawn  up  will  be 
available. 

{Answered  by  Mr,  Secretary  Haldane,) 
The  right  hon.  Baronet  is  apparently, 
in  the  first  part  of  the  Question,  alluding 
to  an  observation  I  made  in  debate  on 
18th  March  of  last  year  on  the  Army 
(Annual)  Bill.  The  time  has  not  yet 
come  when  it  is  possible  to  codify  profit- 
ably— several  important  Acts  are  ob- 
solescent, but  not  yet  obsolete.  The 
rules  of  procedure  are  applicable  to 
all  persons  subject  to  military  law. 
They  contain  no  special  provisions  as 
regards  Auxiliary  Force  and  will  not 
require  revision  consequent  on  the  trans- 
fer of  the  Yeomanry  aTid  Volunteers  to 
the  Territorial  Forces.     The  new  edition 
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of  the  King's  Regulations  is  now  being 
issued.  It  is  not  possible  to  say  at  what 
date  the  new  Territorial  Force  regulations 
will  be  available,  but  it  is  hoped  that 
they  will  be  ready  in  two  or  three  months. 
Several  sets  of  interim  regulations  have 
already  appeared,  and  rapid  progress 
is  being  made  towards  the  completion  of 
such  a  volume  as  already  exists  in  the 
case  of  the  Volunteers. 


QUESTIONS  IN  THE  HOUSE. 


Eoyal  Academy,  Woolwich. 
Mr.  crooks  (Woolwich) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
whether  he  will  consider  the  adWsability 
of  increasing  the  weekly  wages  of  the 
workmen  employed  in  the  Royal  Academy 
at  Woolwich  to  the  same  level  as  that 
paid  to  labourers  in  the  Ordnance 
Factories. 

The  secretary  of  STATE  for 
WAR  (Mr.  Haldane,  Haddington) : 
All  I  can  say  at  this  moment  is  that  I 
have  directed  incjuiry  into  this  matter. 

Qovemment  Licensed  Property. 
Captain  FABER  (Hampshire,  An- 
dover) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Prime  Minister, 
whether,  looking  at  the  large  price 
recently  obtained  by  the  War  Office  on 
the  sale  of  the  "Coach  and  Horses  "  Inn,  he 
will  consider  the  advisability  of  imme- 
diately selling  all  the  public-houses 
belonging  to  His  Majesty's  Government. 

The  CHANCELLOR  of  the  EX- 
CHEQUER (Mr.  AsQUiTH,  Fifeshire,  E.): 
No,  Sir. 

Captain  FABER:  Arising  out  of  that 
reply  may  I  ask  whether  the  reason  is 
that  the  value  of  public- houses  hiis  depre- 
ciated owing  to  the  Licensing  Rill  1 

[No  Answer  was  returned.] 


Captain   FABER: 
an  Answer  ? 


May    I  press    fcr 


Mr,    SPEAKER:    The   hon. 
can  form  his  own  judgment. 


Member 


1      I 


British  Indians  in  Canada. 
The   secretary   of   STATE    for 
INDLV  (Mr.  MoRLEV,  Montrose  Jiurghs) : 


With  your  permission,  A 
the  leave  of  the  House,  '. 
be  allowed  to  correct  i 
a  rather  important  m, 
words  that  fell  from  n 
answer  to  a  Question  p 
hon.  friend  the  Member 
of  Dean.  As  this  report 
occurs  in  most  of  the 
probably  the  fault  wai 
made  to  say  that  we  1 
send  out  an  envoy  to  Ca 
the  case  of  the  Indians  no 
What  I  meant  to  say,  an< 
I  did  say,  was  this — tl 
matter  of  these  Indians 
careful  supervision,  and 
cussing  it  both  with  the 
India  and,  in  concert  wi 
Office  here,  with  an  en^ 
this  country  by  the  Dc 
ment,  with  the  hope  of  en 
this  extremely  difficult 
dangerous  situation. 


Indians  at  Vane 

Mr.  WEDGWOOD  (^ 
Lyne) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  I 
of  State  for  the  Colonies  ^ 
yet  any  information  whi( 
on  what  grounds  the  Indi 
Vancouver  from  the  "M 
ordered  to  be  deported  bj 
Federal  Authority;  wbe 
to  their  landing  came  frc 
Authority  and  not  from 
Government ;  and  if  he  ! 
on  these  points  will  he 
House,  and  say  whether 
the  Federal  Authority  ha 
of  His  Majesty's  Governn 

The      UNDER  -  SBC 

STATE       FOR       THE      CC 

Churchill,  Manchester 
Sir ;  I  am  afraid  I  can  ad< 
Answer  to  the  hon.  Mei 
of  Friday  last. 

Mr.  WEDGWOOD  asl 
right  hon.  Gentleman   y 
([uiries  as  to  the  reasons 
the   Federal   Govemmen 
these  Indians. 


Mr.  CHURCHILL  wa 
say  that  inquiries  were  p: 
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Indentured  Labour  in  theWitwatersrand 
Mines. 

Mr.  STAVELEYHILL (Staffordshire, , 
Kings winford) :  I  beg  tx)  ask  the  Under- 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies 
whether  he  will  suggest  to  the  Transvaal 
Government  the  advisability  of  maintain- 
ing the  system  of  Chinese  indentured 
labour  in  the  Witwatersrand  mines,  in 
view  of  the  low  death  raCe  of  the  Chinese 
as  compared  with  the  death  rate  of  the 
native  mine- workers. 

Mr.  CHURCHILL  :  No,  Sir. 

Medical  Inspection  of  Native  Labour  at 
Witwatersrand. 

Mr.  STAVELEYHILL :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Under-Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies  whether  the  post  of  district 
medical  officer  for  the  Witwatersrand 
mines  has  yet  been  filled;  and,  if  not, 
whether  he  will  suggest  to  the  Transvaal 
Government  the  urgent  importance  of 
filling  the  vacancy  with  a  highly  qualified 
man  in  view  of  the  heavy  mortality 
among  the  natives  working  in  the  mines. 

Mr.  CHURCHILL:  I  regret  that  I 
cannot  add  anything  to  my  previous 
replies  to  questions  on  this  subject. 

E\RL  WINTERTON  (Sussex.  Hor- 
sliam) :  Is  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
in  communication  with  the  Government 
of  the  Transvaal  on  the  subject  ? 

Mr.  CHURCHILL:  No,  Sir.  I  do 
not  think  it  necessary  to  open  such 
communication. 

Earl  WINTERTON  :  Does  not  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  intend  to  take  any 
action  on  this  very  important  matter  ? 

Mr.  CHURCHILL :  No  circumstances 
have  yet  been  brought  to  the  notice  of 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies 
which  make  it  incumbent  on  him  to  inter- 
fere in  what  is  essentially  a  matter  for 
the  self-governing  Colony  itself  to  decide. 

Licensed  Houses  closed  in  Nottingham. 
Mr.  RICHARDSON  (Nottingham, 
S.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Home  Department  if  he  can  state 
how  many  licensed  houses  in  the  city  of 
Nottingham  have  been  closed  nnder  the 
Licensing  Act  of  1904  :  what  amount 
was  paid  as  compensation  in  respect  of 


each  house ;  and  what  proportion  of  the 
money  was  apportioned  to  the  owner  of 
the  house  and  to  the  tenant  respectively. 

The  SECRETARY  op  STATE  for 
THE  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Mr.  Glad- 
stone, Leeds,  W.) :  The  annual  volumes 
of  licensing  statistics  show  that  eighteen 
licensed  premises  in  the  city  of  Notting- 
ham have  been  closed  with  compen- 
sation during  the  years  1905-6-7;  and 
that  the  compensation  amounted  to  a 
total  of  £22,634  3s.  3d,  of  which  the 
licence  holders  were  awarded  a  total 
sum  of  £1,903  Is.  3d.  or  a  little  over 
8  per  cent.  I  am  unable  to  give  the 
figures  for.  individual  houses. 

Child  Customers  in  London 
Public-houses. 

Captain  FABER:  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department  whether  orders  have  been 
issued  to  the  metropolitan  police  that 
licensed  victuallers  supplying  children 
under  fourteen  years  of  age  with  beer 
in  bottles  with  sealed  corks  or  gummed 
labels  should  be  prosecuted. 

Mr.  GLADSTONE:  The  Answer  is 
in  the  negative ;  but  I  may  add  that  the 
question  of  what  is  the  precise  meaning 
of  the  provision  in  the  Sale  of  Intoxicat- 
ing Liquors  to  Children  Act,  1901,  with 
regard  to  corked  and  sealed  vessels  is 
about  to  be  submitted  by  way  of  special 
case  for  the  decision  of  the  High  Court 
of  Justice. 

Captain  FABER:  Meanwhile  will  it 
be  legal  to  go  on  selling  in  sealed  bottles? 

Mr.  GLADSTONE:  Pending  a  legal 
decision  the  police  ■  will  not  take  pro- 
ceedings. 


Clubs  and  the  Licensing  BilL 
Captain  FABER:  I  bog  to  ask  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  whethtfr, 
under  the  proposed  new  Licensing  Act, 
any  person  found  the  worse  for  drink  in 
a  club  will  bo  summoned  before  a  bench 
of  magistrates,  as  at  present  happens  to 
those  found  the  worse  for  drink  on  licensed 
premises. 

Mr.  GLADSTONE:  My  ri^ht  hon. 
friend  has  asked  me  to  answer  this  Ques- 
tion. It  is  not  a  criminal  offence  under 
the  existing  law  for  a  person  to  be  drunk 
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in  a  club,  and  tho  Licensing  Bill  makes 
no  alteration  in  this  respect. 

Captain  FABER:  As  a  person  may 
be  drunk  in  a  club  and  not  in  a  public- 
house,  is  one  inspector  in  plain  clothes  to 
do  the  work  of  a  district  where  forty  or 
fifty  police  now  are  entering  public- 
houses  ] 

*Mr.  speaker  :  That  question  should 
be  raised  on  the  Bill. 

Earl  WINTERTON  asked  whether 
under  the  Bill  a  plainclothes  inspector 
would  be  instructed  to  report  in  case  of 
drunkenness  1 

Mr.  GLADSTONE :  When  the  Bill  is 
passed  I  will  be  very  glad  to  answer  that 
Question. 

Captain  FABER  :  Will  the  plain 
clothes  gentlemeci  have  to  wake  up  un- 
offending persons  in  arm  chairs  1 

*Mr.  SPEAKER:  That  Question  should 
t>e  raised  on  the  Bill. 

Midland  Railway  Be->iousing  Scheme  at 
Somers  Town. 

Mr.  lea  (St.  Pr.ncrj.s,  E.) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  President  of  the  J^ochI  Govern- 
ment Board  whether  he  has  any  informa- 
tion as  to  the  intentions  of  the  Midland 
Railway  Company  in  regard  to  their 
development  of  the  property  in  Somers 
Town,  the  freehold  of  which  they  acquired 
nine  years  ago,  particularly  in  regard  to 
the  re-housing  of  the  people. 

The  PRESIDENT  of  the  LO^AL 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  John 
Burns,  Batterse:i):  I  have  no  inform  - 
tion  as  to  the  intentions  of  the  company 
with  respect  to  this  subject,  but  I  under 
stand  that  the  St.  Pancras  Borough 
Council  have  been  in  negotiation  with 
the  company  with  regard  to  the  property, 
and  I  have  requested  the  council  to 
inform  me  of  the  present  position  of  the 
matter. 

Mr.  LEA:  May  I  ask  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  if  he  is  aware  that  in  the  last 
two  years  I  have  on  more  than  one 
occasion  put  Questions  with  regard  to  the 
policy  consistently  pursued  by  this 
railway  company,   a  policy  of  obviating 


their  obligations  under  the    Housing  of 
the  Working  Classes  Act  ? 

Mr.  JOHN  BURNS:  Yes,  I  am 
aware  of  that,  but  the  company  and 
the  borough  council  are  divided  as  to 
where  the  houses  should  be  situated 
The  company  own  the  freehold  of  the 
site  near  the  station,  which  they  con- 
template utilising  for  the  extension  of 
their  property.  They  have  offered  the 
council  an  alternative  site,  but  the  council 
and  the  railway  company  cannot  a^ree. 
I  have  done  my  best  to  secure  that  both 
of  them  should  come  to  an  as  immediate 
decision  as  possible. 

Mr.  lea  :  May  I  ask  whether  in  the 
meantime  the  people  in  the  neighboor- 
hood  are  suffering  while  the  railway 
company  are  trving  to  save  the  pockets 
of  their  shareholders  1 

Mr.  JOHX  burns  :  I  can  assure  the 
hon.  Member  that  what  I  can  do  I  have 
done  and  will  continue  to  do. 

Single  School  Areas. 
Mr.  lane-fox  (Yorkshire,  W.R., 
Barkston  Ash) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Board  of  Education  whether 
the  Board  have  yet  allotted  any  portion 
of  the  £100,000  ff ranted  for  the  pro- 
vision of  council  schools  in  single  school 
areas ;  if  so,  to  what  local  authorities, 
and  to  what  amount  in  each  case ;  and 
what  has  been  the  total  number  of 
children  for  whom  such  accommodation 
has  been  requested. 

The  president  op  the  BOARD  of 
EDUCATION  (Mr.  M-Kbnna, Monmouth- 
shire,  N.) :  Yes,  Sir.  Certain  grants 
have  been  provisionally  sanctioned.  A 
Return  showing  the  applications  received 
and  the  Board's  action  upon  them  is  in 
preparation  and  will  be  issued  shortly. 

School  Accommodation  in  the  West 
Biding. 

Mr.  LANE-FOX :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Edacation 
whether  he  is  aware  that  the  total  accom- 
modation in  elementary  schools  in  the 
West  Riding  was  257,380  for  the  year 
1 906-7,  and  that  tho  average  attendance 
for  the  same  period  was  174,062,  showing 
an  excess  of  accommodation  over  attend- 
ance of  83,318  places;  whether  there  are 
a  number  of  new  council  schools  sanctioiied 
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and  now  building  which  will  shortly  add  I 
largely  to  this  excessive  accommodation  ; 
and  whether,  in  sanctioning  the  building 
of  now  schools  in  the  West  Riding  in 
future,  be  will  bear  this  excess  in  mind, 
in  view  of  the  burden  thrown  upon  the 
ratepayers. 

Mil.  McKENNA:  Yes,  Sir  :  I  am  aware 
of  the  facts  stated  and  also  of  the  fact 
that  it  is  proposed  to  provide  several 
new  schools.  It  is  not,  however,  the 
practice  of  the  Board  in  deciding  as  to 
the  necessity  of  a  proposed  school  in  a 
particular  village  to  take  into  considera 
tion  the  number  of  vacant  places  in  other 
portion  «^  of  an  area  some  2,500  square 
miles  in  extent. 

♦Mr.  CLOUGH  (Yorkshire,  W.R., 
Skipton)  :  Is  it  not  the  fact  that  there 
is  an  excess  of  school  places  in  the  old 
agricultural  areas  and  a  dearth  of  school 
places  in  the  new  industrial  communities. 


Mr.   McKENNA:    Yes, 
that  to  be  the  explanation. 


I    conceive 


Mr.  LANEFOX  :  Will  not  the  result 
of  the  present  building  scheme  be  to 
raise  the  excess  of  school  places  to  some- 
thing like  120,000? 

Mr.  McKENNA:  Yes,  but  I  have 
endeavoured  to  explain  that  while  there 
may  be  an  excess  in  some  places  there  is 
a  deficiency  in  others  which  it  is  necessary 
to  supply. 

Mr.  BRIDGEMAN  (Shropshire,  Os- 
westry) :  Is  there  so  large  an  excess  in 
any  other  county  in  England  1 

Mr.  McKENNA  asked  for  notice. 

Barwick  in-Elmet  School. 
Mr.  LANE-FOX:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Education 
whether  the  Board  have  received  an 
appeal  from  the  ratepnyers  of  Barwick- 
iii-Klmet  for  an  inquiry  to  be  held  by  the 
B>ard  before  the  proposal  of  the  local 
education  authority  of  the  West  Riding 
to  erect  a  provided  school  in  tfiat  village, 
in  addition  to  the  existing  Church  school, 
is  finally  sanctioned  ;  and  whether  he  will 
grant  such  inquiry. 

Mr.  McKENNA:  Yes,  Sir;  an  appeal 
has  been  received   and   the  case  is  now 


under  consideration,  but  I  am  not  yet  in 
a  position  to  say  whether  a  public  inquiry 
will  be  necessary. 

Education  Syllabus. 
Sir  FRANCIS  POWELL  (Wigan) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Education  when  he  will  present  and  cir- 
I  culate,  as  a  Parliamentary  Paper,  the 
syllabus  contained  in  a  Return  to  an 
Order  of  the  House  of  Lords,  num- 
bered 115-1,  and  ordered  to  be  printed 
on  the  14th  June,  1906,  referred  to  in 
the  first  schedule  of  the  Education  Bill, 
1908. 

Mr.  McKENNA  :  The  Paper,  to  which 
the  hon.  Baronet  refers,  was  delivered  to 
the  House  on  Friday,  the  13th  instant. 

Register  of  Teachers. 
Sir  WILLIAM  ANSON  (Oxford  Uni- 
versity) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of 
the  Board  of  Education  what  steps  are 
being  taken  towards  the  formation  of  a 
registration  council,  with  a  view  to  the 
establishment  of  a  register  of  teachers,  as 
provided  by  the  Education  (Administra- 
tive Provisions)  Act  of  last  session. 

Mr.    McKENNA:    In   view    of    the 
terms  of   Section    16   of  the  Education 
(Administrative    Provisions)   Act,    1907, 
which  contemplated  the  establishment  of 
**  a  Registration  council  representative  of 
the  teaching  profession,"  and  assigned  to 
such  a  council  and  not  to  the  Board  of 
Education   the   "duty  of  forming    and 
keeping   a  register,"   I  have  thought  it 
best  to  await  an  expression  of  views  from 
as  many  sections  as  possible  of  the  teach- 
ing  profession.     I  was  informed  almost 
'  immediatelv  after  the  passing  of  the  Act 
I  that  a  considerable  number  of  influential 
I  bodies   in  the  teaching   profession  were 
going   to  .hold   a  series   of    conferences 
with  a  view  to  arriving,  so  far  as  possible, 
at  some  agreed  lines  upon  which  such  a 
council  might  in  their  view  advantage- 
ously be  formed.     I  have  only  in  the  last 
day  or  two  received  information  as  to  the 
points  of  agreement  reached  at  these  con- 
ferences, and   I   am  considering  this  in- 
formation, with  a  view  possibly  to  seeing 
some  of  the  representatives  of  the  bodies 
who  have  been  meeting,  and  also  to  dis- 
covering whether  the  proposals  app3ar  to 
command   the  support  of  "  the  teaching 
profession  "  of  which  the  new  Registration 
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Council  is  to  be  "  representative  "  under 
Section  16  of  the  Act. 

♦Sir  PHILIP  MAGNUS  (London 
University) :  What  is  it  proposed  to  do 
with  the  balance  of  money  amounting  to 
about  £2,800  of  the  old  Kegistration 
Council  ] 

Mr.  McKENNA:  It  would  be  pre- 
mature at  present  to  decide  as  to  the 
disposal  of  that  fund. 

Sir  PHILIP  MAGNUS:  Is  it  intended 
to  take  over  the  staif  of  the  old  Registra- 
tion Council ;  and,  if  not,  will  they  be 
compensated  for  dismissal  ? 

Mr.  McKENNA  :  The  staff  of  the 
new  Kegistration  Council  is  not  in  the 
hands  of  the  Board,  and  I  can  say 
nothing  on  the  matter. 

Sir  PHILIP  MAGNUS:  But  the 
money  is  in  the  hands  of  the  Board,  I 
understand  ? 

Mr.  McKENNA:  Yes,  but  it  would 
be  premature  to  say  what  is  to  be  done 
M^th  it. 

Burford  Grammar  School. 
Sir  WILLIAM  ANSON:  I  beg  to  ask 
the  President  of  the  Board  of  P^ducation 
on  what  grounds  he  has  refused  tFie 
request  embodied  in  a  resolution  of 
the  local  education  authority  of  Oxford- 
shire, that  the  conditions  set  out  in 
Article  5  of  the  Secondary  School 
Regulations  should  bo  waived  in  the  case 
of  Burford  Grammar  School. 

Mr.  McKENNA  ;  Article  5  provides 
that  no  catechism  or  formulary  distinctive 
of  any  particular  denomination  shall  be 
taught  except  to  scholars  whoso  parents 
or  guardians  have  requested  the  governors 
in  writing  to  provide  such  instruction. 
The  Board  are  satisfied  that  under  the 
scheme  regulating  the  foundation  there 
is  no  legal  difficulty  in  complying  with 
the  Article.  The  onus  of  adducing 
adequate  reasons  for  the  waiving  of  this 
regulation  rests  w  ith  the  governors,  and, 
in  my  opinion,  no  special  reasons  for 
failing  to  comply  have  been  shown. 

Sir  WILLIAM  ANSON  :  Have  no 
complaints  been  received  from  the 
neii];hbourhoo<l  1 


Mr.  McKENNA  :  If  everybody  is 
contented  to  receive  the  instruction  it 
will  l>e  given.  The  regulation  is  only  a 
safeguard  for  those  persons  who  do  DOt 
wish  it  to  be  given. 

Enfield  Small  Arms  Factory— Case  of 
J.  West. 

Mr.  branch  (Middlesex,  Enfield): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treas- 
ury if  he  can  inform  the  House  of  his 
decision  in  relation  to  J.  West,  late  an 
employee  at  the  Small  Arms  Factory, 
Enfield. 

The  FINANCIAL  SECRETARY  to 
THE  TREASURY  (Mr.  Runcimix 
Dewsbury) :  As  I  have  already  explained 
to  the  hon.  Member,  the  circumstances  of 
this  case  do  not  justify  any  further  gram 
from  the  Superannuation  Vote.  The  case, 
however,  is  a  hard  one,  and  inasmuch  ai 
West  was  employed  from  December  l&i8 
to  March  1890  at  wages  lower  than  he 
had  been  receiving  before  his  accident, 
the  Prime  Minister  has  agreed  to  make 
good  from  a  special  fund  at  his  disposil 
the  amount  the  man  may  be  said  to  have 
lost  in  this  way.  I  am  glad,  therefore,  to 
be  able  to  inform  the  hon.  Member  that 
a  grant  has  been  made  to  West  from  this 
source  of  £35. 

Moray  Firth  Trawling  Disimta. 
Mr.  MORTON  (Sutherland)  :  I  begto 
ask  the  Secretary  for  Scotland  whether 
he  intends  to  introduce  a  Bill  to  extend 
to  England  the  law,  now  applicable  to 
Scotland  only,  prohibiting  the  sale  of  fish 
caught  by  trawlers  in  Moray  Firth  in 
England. 

The  secretary  for  SCOTLAND 
(Mr.  Sinclair,  Forfarshire):  I  must 
refer  my  hon.  friend  to  the  reply  given 
on  18th  March  to  the  hon.  Member  for 
Dumbartonshire. 

Mr.  C.  E.  price  (Edinbnret 
Central) :  Has  any  effort  been  made  bv 
the  Government  to  secure  unanimity 
between  the  English,  Scottish,  and  Irish 
Fishery  Boards  on  this  matter  f 

Mh.  SINCLAIR  asked  for  notice. 

Montgomerie  and  Company,  Umited,  r. 
The  Burgh  of  TTa^i^jngtmi. 
Mr.     NEWNES      (Nottinghamsbizv. 
Bassetlaw) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  SeenUif 


1413 


QueHions. 


{25  March  1908} 


Questions, 


UU 


for  Scotland  whether  his  attention  has 
been  called  to  the  judgment  of  the  House 
of  Lords  in  the  case  of  Moiitgoraerie  and 
Company,  Limited,  Bermaline  Mills, 
Haddington  v,  the  Burgh  of  Haddington  ; 
and  whether,  in  view  of  the  present  i 
uncertain  state  of  the  law  regarding  this 
question,  he  will  consider  the  advisability 
of  introducing  legislation. 

I 
Mr.  SINCLAIR :  I  do  not  think  that ! 
the  state  of  the  law   in   regard  to  the 
questions   at  issue   in   this  case  can    be 
described  as  uncertain   in  view  of  the 
recent  decision  of  the  House  of  Lords, 
approving  as  it  did,  a  unanimous  decision 
of  the   Court  of   Session.     It  does  not 
seem  to  me,  therefore,  that  there  is  any  ' 
call  for  legislation  on  the  ground  stated 
by  my  hon.  friend.  i 

Letting  of  Scottish  Sheep  Panns. 
Mr.  AINSWORTH  (Argyllshire) ;  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Lord  Advocate  whether  his 
attention  has  been  called  to  the  decision  \ 
of  the  Court  of  Session  in  the  case  of 
Gillespie  against  Riddell;  and  whether, 
in  view  of  the  serious  effect  this  must 
have  on  the  letting  of  sheep  farms,  he 
can  say  what  steps  can  be  taken,  by  legis 
lation  or  otherwise,  to  secure  to  the 
agricultural  tenant  the ,  fulfilment  of 
engagements  undertaken  by  a  former 
tenant-in-entail. 

The  LORD  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  Thomas 
Shaw,  Hawick  Burghs) :  My  attention  has 
been  called  to  this  case.  I  understand,  how- 
ever, that  it  is  not  unlikely  that  the 
judgment  of  the  Court  of  Session  may  be 
taken  for  review  to  the  House  of  Lords, 
and  in  view  of  this  the  consideration  of 
legislation  would  be  premature.  I  may 
say,  however,  to  my  hon.  friend,  that  I 
recognise  the  importance  of  the  judg- 
ment. I  gather  that  the  decision  truly 
resej'ves  the  right  of  the  tenant  to  sue 
the  representatives  of  the  former  entail 
proprietor  in  lespect  of  failure  fully  to 
implement  the  original  covenant ;  and 
certain  further  reservations  are  made. 
Notwithstanding  this,  I  acknowledge  that 
the  situation  produced  by  the  decision 
will  have  to  be  carefully  watched,  and  it 
may  be  taken  that  that  will  be  done. 

Mrs.  HeRarty's  Bantnr  Estate. 
Mr.     FLYNN     (Cork,     N.) :    I    beg 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord- 
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Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  the  Estates 
Commissioners  have  taken  any  recent 
steps  towards  negotiating  for  the  pur- 
chase of  the  estate  of  Mrs.  Hegarty, 
Clonbanin,  Bantur,  county  Cork,  and,  if 
so,  with  what  result ;  and,  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  the  holding  from  which  Mr. 
O'DriscoU,  whose  present  representative 
is  John  O'DriscoU,  was  evicted  is  now  in 
the  landlord's  own  possession,  the  Com- 
missioners will  proceed  to  exercise  the 
powers  vested  in  them  by  the  Evicted 
Tenants  Act,  1907,  with  the  object  of 
reinstating  the  evicted  tenant  ? 

The  chief  SECRETARY  for  IRE- 
LAND (Mr.  BiRRELL,  Bristol,  N.) :  The 
Estates  Commissioners  are  not  at  present 
negotiating  for  the  purchase  of  this 
estate,  but  the  matter  referred  to  in  the 
latter  p  trt  of  the  Question  is  under  their 
consideration. 

Mr.  FLYNN :  Are  the  Commissioners 
aware  that  this  is  a  typical  case,  and  that 
this  landlady  has  a  large  quantity  of  land 
in  this  locality  which  she  is  using  as  a 
grazing  ranch  1  Will  not  the  Commis; 
sioners  under  the  circumstances  exercise 
the  powers  vested  in  them  1 

Mr.  BIRRELL:  I  will  see  that  the 
views  of  the  hon.  Member  are  conveyed 
to  the  Commissioners. 

Dromagh  Untenanted  Lands. 
Mr.  FLYNN  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whether  the  Estates  Commis- 
sioners have  had  any  recent  communica- 
tion with  Mr.  N.  W.  Leader,  D.C., 
Dromagh,  in  respect  to  the  available 
untenanted  land  in  his  possession  ;  and,  if 
not,  whether,  in  view  of  this  gentleman's 
previous  offer  to  dispose  of  a  small  portion 
of  this  land  to  the  Commissioners,  and 
the  need  for  the  enlargement  of  present 
uneconomic  holdings  on  the  estate,  and 
the  acquisition  of  holdings  suitable  for 
deserving  evicted  tenants  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood, for  whom  land  is  not  elsewhere 
available,  the  Commissioners  will  send  an 
inspector  to  make  the  necessary  inquiries, 
and  •to  open  up  negotiations  with  the 
landlord. 

Mr.  BIRRELL:  Mr.  Leader  has 
offered  197  acres  of  untenanted  land  for 
sale  to  the  Estates  Commissioners.  An 
inspection  of  this  land  and  of  the  other 
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lands  on  the  estate  will  shortly  take  place, 
and  the  question  of  acquiring  the  un- 
tenanted land  for  the  enlargement  of  un- 
economic holdings  on  the  estate,  or  for 
providing  holdings  for  evicted  tenants  will 
tlicn  be  considered. 

The  Qlenahiery  Explosion— District 
Inspector  iPreston's  Report. 

Captain  CRAIG  (Down,  E.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if  he  will  state  the 
facts  which  prompted  the  Inspector 
General  of  Constabular}',  Sir  Antony 
MacDonnell,  the  Attorney- Gen  oral,  the 
Solicitor- General  and  the  Chief  Secretary 
to  cause  to  be  altered  District  Inspector 
Preston's  statement  of  the  7th  September 
into  the  form  in  which  it  appeared  in  his 
subsequent  statement  of  the  11th  Septem- 
ber ;  and  whether  any  of  them  had 
])crsonally  visited  the  scene  of  the  outrage. 

The  attorney  GENERAL  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Cherry,  Liverpool, 
Exchange) :  The  facts  have  already  been 
stated  in  answer  to  previous  Questions. 
District  Inspector  Preston's  report  of  7th 
September  was  a  report  made  to  the 
police  authorities  for  police  purposes,  and 
it  w^as  never  altered.  The  law  officers 
were  of  opinion  that,  in<'ismu(;h  as  tliis 
report  contained  suggestions  and  views 
of  Mr.  Preston  and  some  matters  outside 
las  own  knowledge,  it  could  not  be  pro- 
])crly  submitted  to  the  parties,  and  they 
advised  that  the  statement  which  the 
District  Inspector  was  to  submit  to  the 
parties  should  be  confined  to  the  actual 
matters  to  which  lie  could  personally 
depose.  Neither  the  Inspec^tor-General 
nor  the  Under-Secretary  was  responsible 
ior  tliis  ad\'ice,  and  the  Chief  Secretary 
took  no  ])art  whatever  in  the  mntter. 
None  of  the  ofliciuls  nrmcd  had  visited 
the  scene  of  the  explosion. 

Captain  CRAIG:  May  I  ask  the 
xVttorney- General  in  view  of  the  fact  that 
this  report  contained,  to  use  his  own 
words,  only  those  matters  to  which  Dis- 
trict Inspector  Preston  could  personally 
depose,  whether  it  is  not  a  f.ict  thit  thit 
particular  report  of  11th  September  <:on- 
tained  other  m.itter  than  th'.it  to  whi('h 
Inspector  Preston  could  personally 
depose  ?  Did  it  not  contain  insinuations 
and  other  matters  which  afterwanis  were 
denied  '( 


Mr.  CHERRY:  No,  Sir,  I  dc 
think  it  did.  "WHiat  I  said  was  tha 
law  officers  advised  that  the  state; 
which  he  was  to  submit  should  be 
fined  to  matters  to  whioh  he  could  pe: 
ally  depose.  The  law  officers  did 
interfere  with  the  discretion  of  D'n 
Inspector  Preston  in  carrying  out 
advice.  They  allowed  him  to  pre 
his  own  report,  and  did  not  in  any 
alt^r  or  touch  an3rthing  he  said, 
only  conclusions  he  arrived  at  in 
second  statement  were  in  referenc 
facts  connected  with  the  placing  oi 
pot  on  the  window  sill,  and  these 
m^itters  to  which  an  expert  witness  n 
depose,  and  he  might  possibly  be 
sidered  an  expert  witness. 

Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND  (Waterfe 
May  I  ask  whether  there  is  an}"  fou 
tion  for  the  suggestion  that  what  is  c 
the  second  report — the  statement  oi 
11th — was  in  any  respect  more  prejud 
to  the  interests  of  Lord  Ashtown 
the  original  report  of  the  7th, 
whether,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  the  exaci 
posite  is  not  the  case,  and  that  the  set 
statement  of  11th  September  exclud 
number  of  statements  in  refeienci 
Lord  Ashtown  which  were  includei 
the  first  one  ? 

Mr.  cherry  :  I  think  that  is 
Of  course,  that  is  a  matter  of  opinion 

Mr.  LONSDALE  (Armagh,  Mid.) ; 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  able  to  aS 
the  House  any  proof  of  that  stateme 

Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND  :     Read 

two  documents. 

Capi  AiN  CRAIG  :  But  is  it  not  a  ma 
of  fact  thxt  the  second  report  oont%i 
assumptions  on  the  part  of  Dist 
Inspector  Preston  as  well  as  facts  ? 

*Mr.  speaker  :  The  hon.  Men 
liad  better  see  the  report. 

Mr.  CHARLES  CRAIG  (Antrim,  i 
In  view  of  the  fact  that  the  right  1 
Crentleman  tells  us  that  the  law  offio 
of  the  Crown  advised  that  this  doconM 
slioukl  contain  nothing  but  statements 
fact,  wliy  was  it  that  he  did  not  mt 
it  that  thase  instructions  and  that  M 
was  carried  out  by  Inspector  Fiwto 
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Mr.   LONSDALE:  On  behalf  of  the 
right   hon.    Gentleman  the  Member  for 
South  Dublin,    I    beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary    to    the    Lord-Lieutenant     of 
Ireland  if  County  Inspector  Jeimings,  of 
county   Waterford,    the  'superior  officer 
of   Di^itrict  Inspector   Preston,  after  an 
exhaustive  examination  of  the  scene  upon 
the  very  day  of  the  Glenahiery  explosion, 
furnished     to    the    Inspector-General    a 
detailed  report  of  the  results  of  his  exam- 
ination, and  did  he  subsequently  furnish 
a  second  report,  in  which  he  expressly 
.  stated   his   disagreement   with   the   con- 
clusions of   District  Inspector  Preston; 
whether  the  Inspector-General, in  declining 
to  produce  upon  the  recent  hearing  of  the 
appeal  either  of  these  reports,  was  acting 
in  accordance  with  instructions,  and  can 
.     he  explain  if,  as  stated  by  the  Attorney- 
General  for  Ireland,  the  Inspector-General 
^     was   given   instructions   to   produce   the 
antecedent   report   of   District  Inspector 
Preston,  why  he  was  forbidden  to  produce 
either  of  the  reports  of  County  Inspector 
Jennings  ;  and  whether,  having  regard  to 
'     the  fact  that  the  two  documents,  dated 
'     the  7th  September  and  11th  September, 
1907,     respectively,     and     bearing     the 
'     signature  of  District  Inspector  Preston, 
have  already  been  presented  to  this  House, 
he  will,  in  fairness  to  Lord  Ashtown,  and 
in  view  of  the  Motion  standing  in  the 
'     name   of    the    honourable    Member   for 
^     King's  County  for  Wednesday,  1st  April, 
^    lay   upon   the  Table  the  two  reports  of 
'     CJouuty  Inspector  Jennings. 

f 

$  Mr.  BIRKELL:  County  Inspector 
^  Jennings  arrived  at  the  scene  of  explosion 
^   at  a  quarter  past  one  on  the  day  of  the 

>  occurrence,  and  he  furnished  to  the 
i4  Inspector-General,  by  that  evening's  post, 
^i  what  be  describes  as  a  very  hasty  report 
^  giving  the  main  features.  Hs  submitted 
^y  a  further  report  on  17th  August,  in  which 

if  he  stated  that  District  Inspector  Preston 
^  had  then  returned  and  would  have  every 

>  opportunity  of  fully  inquiring  into  and 
^<  investigating  the  occurrence.  On  the 
3?  following  day,  18th  August,  he  submitted, 
^.  without  comment,  a  short  report  of  the 
y'  district  inspector  in  which  the  latter 
^  stated  that  he  was  i-atistied  that  the 
c  window  and  door  of  the  room  were  open 
sj  and  that  the  shutters  were  not  shut.  It 
^  was  not  until  after  the  district  inspector's 
^statement    of     lllh    September,    which^ 

states  the  same  conclusions,    had   been 


communicated  to  the  parties  that  the 
county  inspector  submitted  a  repor: 
expressing  his  dissent  from  those  con 
elusions.  This  report  was  received  on 
16th  September,  and  the  county  inspector 
was  at  once  directed  to  communicate  to  the 
parties  his  statement  indicating  dissent 
from  District  Inspector  Preston,  which 
he  did  by  letter  on  18th  September.  It 
has  already  been  stated  that  the  Inspector- 
General  in  declining  to  produce  the  police 
reports  was  not  acting  upon  instructions, 
but  upon  his  own  authority  in  accordance 
with  the  usual  practice.  The  Attorney- 
General  has  not  stated  that  the  Inspector- 
General  was  given  instructions  to  produce 
the  antecedent  report  of  District  Inspector 
Preston,  but,  for  reasons  already  stated, 
the  Inspector-General  was  informed  that 
he  was  at  liberty  to  produce  the  docu- 
ment if  the  circumstances  should  require 
it.  As  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  asks 
for  the  publication  of  the  two  reports  of 
County  Inspector  Jennings,  in  fairness  to 
Lord  Ashtown  as  he  says,  and  I  presume 
with  his  authority,  I  will  lay  these  docu- 
ments upon  the  Table  at  once. 

Captain  CRAIG:  I  beg  to  ask  Mr. 
Attorney-General  for  Ireland  what  were 
the  reasons  which  prompted  him  to 
instruct  the  Inspector-General  of  Con- 
stabulary to  depart  from  the  usual 
practice  and  to  produce  in  Court  District 
Inspector  Preston's  report  of  7th  Septem- 
ber, whereas  no  instructions  were  given 
to  depart  from  the  usual  practice  of 
claiming  privilege  in  respect  of  Countr 
Inspector  Jennings's  reports. 
• 

Mr.  CHERRY:  The  Question  docs 
not  correctly  state  the  facts.  The 
Inspector-General  was  not  instructed  to 
produce  in  Court  District  Inspector  Pres- 
ton's report  of  7th  September,  but  as  I 
have  already  stated  ho  was  informed 
upon  the  advice  of  the  Law  Officers,  that 
he  was  at  liberty  to  produce  the  original 
report  in  question  if  circumstances  should 
require.  The  reason  for  giving  this 
advice  was  that  District  Inspector 
Preston's  character  had  been  personally 
assailed,  and  it  had  been  repeatedly 
alleged,  contrary  to  the  fact,  that  he 
had  allowed  the  report  to  be  altered  witii 
a  view  to  making  unfounded  charges 
against  Lord  Ashtown.  No  such  question 
arose  in  regard  to  any  report  of  County 
Inspector  Jennings. 
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Mr.  CHARLES  CRAIG:  Will  the  right '  Mr.  CHERRY:  I  am  not  aware  of 
hon.  Gentleman  ascertain  from  the  In- 1  that.  I  know  nothing  of  the  details  oi 
spector-General  why  he  objected  to  the  i  the  case. 

production  of  the  document  at  the  trial,  |  ^,^^xTT^xr     x     -^        ^      -^.vc^  .Va 

and  oil  what  ground  he  objected  to  do  so  ?         Mr.  MOONEY  :  Is  it  not  within  the 

^  recollection  of  the  nght  hon.  Gentleman 

lic     r^TTT^^r^^T    mi.   T  4.     n      •  1    that  four  years  ago  a  Unionist  registry- 

Mr.  CHERRY:  The  Inspector-General .  ^.^^         /^^  sentenced  by  Mr.  Justice 

states  that  during  the  course  of  tne  trial  j  ^..^^^^  ^^  ^.^  months  imprisonment  for 

this  advice  was  not  present  to  his  micid; ,  ^^.       registration  forms  for  the  countv 

in  fact  he  forgot  the  instructions.  |  ^^  Dublin  ? 

Mr.  LONSDALE:  I  beg  to  ask  Mr.  j      ^^^  CHERRY:  Yes,  certainly.    It  ii 
Attorney-General    whether    County   In-  ^  ^^  ^^iQ  authority  of  that   case  th.it  tk 
spector    Jennings   made  any   report  or  i  ^^.^^^^^  prosecution  is  instituted. 
communication    to    the     authorities     at  I  ^ 

Dublin  Castle  with  respect  to  the  Glena- 1      ^^^  LONSDALE  :  Will  the  right  hor. 
hiery  explosion  before  his  report  dated    ^.^^^^^^^^         j^j^^   ^^    ^^^^    j^^^^  ^^. 
14th    September,   other  than   the  com-  j  ^^^^      ^y^^^  Answer  has  to  the  original 
munication   accompanying  the  report  ot  .  n^ggtJQn  ] 
the  district  inspector  dated  18th  August.  |  ^ 


Mr.  cherry  :  Yes,  Sir.  The  facts 
have  now  been  stated  in  reply  to  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
South  Dublin. 


[No  Answer  was  returned.] 


Ballyshaimon  Police  Barracks. 

Mr.   swift  MACNEILL   (Donegsl, 

S.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 

Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  whether  he  is 

Mr.  WALTER  LONG  :  Why  has  the  |  aware  that  Head  Constable  Gihnour,  d 

right   hon.    Gentleman  been  so  long  in  i  Ballyshannon,  although  having  accommO' 

admitting  it  ?  |  dation  in  barracks,  draws  a  sum  of  13s.  i 

>  month  lodging  allowance  at  the  expense  of 

Mr.  cherry  :  The  Question  was  not  i  ^he  Constabulary  Force  Fund ;  whether  a 

asked  before.  I  single  or  married  head  constable  wiD  ht 

'  transferred  to  that  station  to  take  op  the 
City  of  Dublin  Registration.  !  vacant  apartments  provided  in  bsmcb 

Mr.  LONSDALE  :  I  beg  to  ask  Mr.  |  and  thus  save  £7  IGs.  annually ;  whether 
Attorney-General  for  Ireland  whether  he  '  he  is  aware  that  two  sons  of  H»i 
will  state  the  result  of  his  inquiries  into  !  Constable  Gilmour  are  in  employicent  in 
the  allegation  that  requisition  forms  i  the  town  of  Ballyshannon,  contrary  to 
issued  by  the  town  clerk  of  the  city  ,  the  regulations  bearing  on  that  poini: 
of  Dublin  for  registration  purposes  have  ,  whether  he  is  aware  that  on  Wednesday 
been  improperly  collected,  lillcd  up,  and  ;  evening,  the  11th  March,  in  presence  of 
signed  by  party  agents  ;  and  whether,  '  civilians,  Head  Constable  Gilmour  abused 
having  regard  to  the  fact  that  ho  has  two  Catholic  constables  on  the  public 
received  assurances  that  evidence  is  forth-  '  street  in  Ballyshannon  when  on  duty, 
coming,  ho  will  direct  proceedings  to  be  and  threatened  to  have  them  banishii 
taken  in  the  matter.  '  from  the  service  in  a  short  time,  and  to 

a  sergeant  at  present  stationed  in  Bally- 
Mr.  CHEKliY:  Proceedings  have  been  shannon  had  some  time  ago  to  report  tbf 
commenced  in  respect  of  the  matters  '  head  constable  for  similar  conduct,  resuiv 
referred  to,  and  the  first  case  will,  I  ing  in  the  reprimand  of  Head  Constti^ 
expect,  1)0  heard  to-morrow  in  the  Dublin  Gihnour ;  and  whether,  in  view  of  tl* 
I'olice  Courts.  fact   that   75  per  cent,   of  the  police  in 

Ballyshannon  are  Catholics,  he  will  cob- 
Mr.  MOONEY:  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  sider  the  advisability  of  placing  th» 
(mo  of  the  principal  witnesses  in  this  case  i  under  the  control  of  a  Catholic  led 
is  a  LFnionist  registration  agent  who  four  constable, 
years  ai;c  was  sentenced  to  six  months  i 
iniprisonnicMit  for  forging  registration  |  ■•  Mil.  BTRRELL:  The  InspecW 
forms  ?  Oeneral  informs  me  that  there  is  noiw* 
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in  Ballyshannon  Barracks  for  the  head 
constable,  and  in  the  circumstances  he  is 
exempted  by  statute  from  the  usual 
deduction  of  4s.  4d,  a  month  for  barrack 
accommodation,  and  draws  the  regulation 
lodging  allowance  of  85.  8d.  a  month. 
This  allowance  is  paid  from  the  Vote 
and  not  from  the  Constabulary  Force 
Fund.  There  are  no  vacant  apart- 
ments in  the  barracks.  There  has 
been  no  infringement  of  the  regula- 
tions in  the  employment  of  the  head 
constable's  sons  in  the  town.  On  11th 
March  the  head  constable  found  fault 
with  two  Catholic  constables,  who  were 
on  patrol  duty,  but  he  denies  having 
abused  or  threatened  them,  and  states  no 
civilians  were  within  hearing.  The 
Inspector-General  is  inquiring  into  the 
matter  and  will  take  any  disciplinary 
action  that  may  be  necessary.  About 
three  years  ago  a  sergeant  complained 
that  the  head  constable  had  reprimanded 
him  in  public,  but  the  latter  subsequently 
expressed  regret  at  having  unintention- 
ally hurt  the  sergeant's  feelings  and  the 
matter  ended.  The  head  constable  was 
not  reprimanded.  The  proportion  of 
Catholics  in  the  entire  force  is  about  75 
per  cent.,  so  that  there  is  nothing  excep- 
tional at  Ballyshannon  in  this  respect. 
The  Inspector-General  does  not  propose 
to  remove  the  head  constable  from  this 
station  so  long  as  he  performs  his  duties 
satisfactorily. 

Blennerhasset  Estate,  Kerry. 
Mr.  THOMAS  O'DONNELL  (Kerry, 
W.)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to 
the  Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether 
the  Estates  Commissioners  have  received 
from  Mr.  Thomas  O'Connor,  of  Camp, 
county  Kerry,  an  application  for  rein- 
statement to  his  farm  on  the  Blenner- 
hasset estate,  Ballyseedy  ;  whether  these 
lands  have  been  in  the  possession  of  his 
family  since  1853  ;  and  what  action  is  to 
be  taken  in  tho  matter. 

Mr.  BIRRELL  :  The  Estates  Commis- 
sioners have  not  received  from  Thomas 
O'Connor  an  application  for  reinstatenuMit 
as  an  evicted  tenant.  They  have  received 
from  him  a  copy  of  a  letter  sent  by  him 
to  a  newspaper,  but  this  does  not  contain 
sufficient  information  to  enable  the  Com- 
missioners to  in(|uire  into  the  matter. 
They  have,  therefore,  fiirnishe(l  him  with 
a    form    upon    which    he    nuiy    make   an 


application  if  he  so  desires.  Upon  its 
receipt,  the  Commissioners  will  inquire 
into  the  case  in  due  course. 

Irish  Land— Originating  Bequests. 
Mr.  THOMAS  O'DONNELL  :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he  will 
state  the  number  of  estates  in  which 
originating  requests  under  Section  6  of 
the  Lind  Purchase  Act  of  1903,  were 
lodged  with  the  Estates  Commissioners 
in  each  of  the  years  ending  March  1904, 
1905,  1906,  and  1907  ;  and  how  many 
estates,  with  the  names  of  them,  in  which 
I  originating  requests  lodged  in  the  year 
ending  March,  1905,  have  not  yet  been 
dealt  with,  as  well  as  the  cause  of  the 
delay. 

Mr.  BIRRELL  :  The  number  of  origi- 
nating requests  under  Section  6  of  the 
Land    Act    of    1903,    lodged    with    the 

I  Estates  Commissioners  was,  in  the  year 
ending  March  1904,  twenty-one  ;  1905, 
eighty-three  ;  1906,  seventy-three  ;  and 
1907,  ninety-one.  Out  of  the  eighty- 
three  estates  as  to  which  requests  were 
lodged  in  1905,  fifteen  cases  remain  in 
which  the  formal  agreement  for  purchase 

I  has  not  yet  been  completed.  These  cases 
will  be  closed  as  soon  as  the  statutory 
requirements  as  to  title  and  resale  have 
been  compUed  with.  The  Commissioners 
are  dealing  with  all  of  these  cases  as 

I  rapidly  as  possible,  and  they  do  not  think 

I  that  anything  would  be  gained  by  giving 
in  answer  to  a  Question  the  names  of  the 
particular  estates  in  which  dela}'  has 
occurred  or  entering  into  the  causes  of 
delay  in  each  particular  case. 

Sir  B  Hudson's  Cavan  Estate. 

I      Mr.   VINCENT  KENNEDY  (Cavan, 

,W.)  :   I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to 

i  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if  he  will 

state  why  the  EstatesCommissioners  have 

decided  not  to  take  any  action  in  the 

cases    of    the    evicted    tenants,    Patrick 

Carolon,    William    King,    and   Catherine 

Carolon,    all   on    the    estate    of    Sir    R. 

Hudson,  E.  1313/3,  ccmnty  Cavan';    and 

will  he  liave  these  cases  further  investi- 

j^^attHl,    or    state    in    what    respects    the 

claims  of  Jane  Beck  and  Hugh  Foreman 

(lifferod  from  the  three  evicted  tenants 

named  above. 

Mk.  HIRRELL  :  The  Estates  Commis- 
sioners fullv   investigated   the  claims  of 
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the   five  evicted   tenants  named   in  the    derived  partly   from    the     Iiish   Chu 


Question.  On  the  cases  of  the  three  first 
mentioned,  they  decided,  upon  full  con- 
sideration of  all  the  circumstances,  to 
take  no  action,  and  they  do  not  intend  to 


surplus  and  partly  from  the  annual  v< 
of  Parliament.  The  member  of  the  Bo 
other  than  exojjido  members  are  no 
nated  by  the  Crown ;  none    are  elecl 


have  the  cases  further  investigated.     In    The  total  expenditure   of  the   Board 

the  other  two  cases  they  decided  to  find  i  1906-7  was  £341,581,   details   of  wli 

holdings  for   the  applicants   if  possible.  !  will    be    found    in    the    Annual  Bej 

The  Commipsioners  do  not  think  it  de- 1  presented  to  Parliament. 

sirable  to  enter  into  a  comparison  of  the  | 

merits  of  the  different  cases.  Harlech  Estate,  Sligo. 

,      Mr.  O'DOWD   (Sligo,    S.)  :  I  beg 
Eoyal  Irish  ConsUbulary.  '  ask    the  Chief    Secretary    to   the  L 

Mr.  LONSDALE:  I  beg  to  ask  the  I  LJ^^^^^^^^^, ^^  ^^^^^^^ 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of ;  ^^^^  .^^f,.^^^°'  ^^   Leitnm   Hill,  sitii 
Ireland  whether  he  can  state  when  the  '  ""^J  fubbercurry,  m  the  county  of  b 
Bill  to  give  effect  to  the  recommendations  !  ^^^  lormmg    portion     of     the    Harl 
of  the  Royal  Commission  of  1901  with  '■  ^^^^^f^  ^®f  "^i^l^?^^  ^,  ^.^®  ^™^^  "" 
respect   to   the   pay  and    conditions    of  ^^^.^^Vi^f^^i^u^^^^^^  P""*^ 

service  of  the  Eoyal  Irish  Constabulary  ^^  ^l^'  Charles  Phibbs,  J.P.,  an  exteni 
will  be  introduced  J  whether  any  provision  !  lan^l'ord  and  grazier  who  uses  it  a 
has  been  made  in  the  Estimates  for  the  '  g?:?^^"^  ^^^^^^ '  ^^/^  whether,  seeing! 
next  financial  year  for  the  increased  i  \^'^  ^^^"^  >«  °?^ch  required  for  the 
expenditure;  and  whether  he  will  ^tAt^  \^!^^^^^^^^\oi  th^  %mM^^ 
how  many  years  have  elapsed  since  the  ,  ^"^  ^^'  *°^^  ^}^^  ^^F'  P^ibbs,  who  oi 
members  of  this  force  were  granted  an  I  ^^^^^^^  and  farms  in  other  oountaa.1 
increase  in  their  annual  pay.  '  expressed  his  willing  to  give  up  LeiU 

I  Hill  on  being  paid   compensation,  st4 

Tir     T»TTiT»T^T T      mi     T.,!  •  '  ^^^^    ^®    takeH    by    the    Estates   Co 

Mr.  BIRRELL:    The  Bill  m  question  ,  missioners  to  have  this  farm  taken  o^ 

will  be  introduced  at  the  earliest  oppor-    f o^.  ^he  ^^li^f  ^f  ^^^     33^^^^  j^  ^.^^  ^^^e 

tunity,   but   1  am   not   at   present  in  a 

position  to  fix  a  date.  It  wou  d  be  quite  Mr.  BIRRELL  :  The  Estates  Co 
irregular  to  anticipate  the  decision  of  missioners  have  already  made  inquiri 
Parliament  by  making  provision  for  the  I  regarding  the  farm  in  question,  and  hi^ 


increased  expenditure  in  the  coming 
Estimates.  The  pay  of  the  force  was 
last  increased  by  the  Constabulary  Act  of 


ascertained  that  it  does  not  now  for 
part  of  Lord  Harlech  estate,  but  is  tl 
property  in  fee    simple  of   Mr.  PhiU 


^^^*^-  I  who  purchased    it    from  the   late  Loi 

T  •  t.  rt         ^jT^x-x-n      jTi^      I  Harlech  some  years  airo,   and  who  do 
Irish  Congested  Distncts  Board  Fund.  4.  1    •     I    j-      ®      ^-1 

xf     ^TnTAr,^/;AA    r  ^  i     ,     i  ^^^  "^^  ^^^^^  ^  dispose  of  It. 

Mr.  WEDGWOOD :  1  beg  to  ask  the  '  ^ 

Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of  1     Mr.    O'DOWD :  Is   not    this  gnzu 

Ireland  whether  the  Congested  Districts  i  land  situated  in  the  centre  of  the  ca 

Boards  use  public  funds  for  the  relief  of  |  gested  portion  of  this  estate,  and  did  d 

unemployment;  whether  these  funds  are  |  Mr.  Phibbs  tell  a  deputation  who  wiiu 

raised    locally   or    imperially ;    whether  ,  on  him  that  he  was  willing  to  surrond 

these  boards  have  any  and,  if  so,  what ,'  the  farm  1 

representative  element ;  and  how  much  1 


money  was  disbursed  by  the  Boards  in 
the  last  financial  year,  altogether  and  in 
respect  of   those    services   which   might 
reasonably  be    said    to  be  in  relief   of '  further, 
unemployment. 


Mr.  BIRRELL:  The  Bstate  Con 
missioners  inform  me  that  he  does  w 
desire  to  dispose  of  it.     I   will   inqoii 


Mr,  BIRRELL :  The  Congested  Dis- 
tricts  Board  hold  that  their  funds  cannot 
be  applied  to  the  relief  of  temporary 
distress,  and  they  have  always  acted  upon 
this  principle.    The   Board's  funds  arc 


Medical  Inspection  of  Irish  Sefaool 
Ohildren. 

Mr,  JOHN  REDMOND  (Waterford) 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretaiy  to  fiki 
Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  U 
attention  has  been  called  to  a  atsteoieiil 
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recently  made  by  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Education  to  the  effect  that  the 
Education  Department  were  prepared  to 
recommend  to  the  Treasury  that  pro- 
vision should  be  made  in  the  coming 
financial  year  for  the  medical  inspection 
of  children  attending  schools,  and  that 
this  provision  should  be  made  in  the 
form  of  a  special  grant ;  and  whether  he 
intends  to  take  steps  to  have  a  similai 
procedure  followed  and  a  similar  grant 
made  in  connection  with  medical  inspec- 
tion of  schools  in  Ireland,  and  more 
especially  with  regard  to  the  medical 
inspection  of  the  eyesight  of  children. 

Mr.  BIRRELL  :  My  right  hon.  friend 
the  President  of  the  Board  of  Education 
informs  me  that  the  newspaper  report  to 
which  the  hon.  Gentleman  evidently 
refers  contains  a  very  material  mistake. 
My  right  hon.  friend  did  not  say  that  he 
was  prepared  to  make  the  recommenda- 
'  tion  in  question  to  the  Treasury.  What 
'  he  said  was  that  he  was  asked  to  make 
^  that  recommendation  ;  and  the  sense  of 
his  reply  is  shown  in  a  subsequent  passage 
of  his  speech  in  which  he  asked  the 
deputation  not  to  press  him  to  go  to  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  for  the 
eosuing  year,  for  in  the  first  place  he 
thought  it  would  be  a  mistake  to  intro- 
duce any  special  grant  at  a  moment  when 
they  were  anxious  to  get  rid  of  special 

grants,  and  secondly  he  feared  that  the 
hancellor  of  the  Exchequer  would  not 
be  able  to  meet  their  demands  at  present, 
having  regard  to  the  existing  claims  that 
were  made  upon  him. 

Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND  asked  whether 
the  National  Board  had  taken  any  steps 
in  regard  to  the  medical  inspection  uf 
children,  especially  with  reference  to  their 
eyesight.  Could  not  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  induce  them  to  take  some 
steps  in  that  direction  ? 

Mr.   BIRRELL:  I   believe   they  are' 
very  anxious  on  this  subject,  but  I  will 
take  care  that  their  attention  is  specially 
called  to  it. 

Land  Purchase  at  Aghatubrid. 

Mr.  BOLAND  (Kerry,  S.) :  I  beg  to 
^sk  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland  whether  he  is  aware 


that  by  agreement  between  the  late  Mr» 
J.  W.  Leahy  and  his  tenants  at  Aghatu- 
brid, near  Cahirciveen,  the  purchase 
price  of  the  estate  was  left  to  the  Estates 
Commissioners ;  can  he  say  when  the 
Commissioners  conveyed  to  the  agent  the 
terms  on  which  the  purchase  was  to  be 
carried  out;  whether  he  is  aware  that 
processes  have  now  been  served  on  all  the 
tenants  for  the  Killamey  sessions  to  be 
held  on  the  4th  of  April;  whether,  in 
view  of  the  fact  that  the  tenants  have 
fulfilled  their  side  of  the  bargain,  he  will 
state  why  the  delay  has  been  caused ; 
and  will  he  take  steps  to  secure  the  with- 
drawal of  these  processes. 

Mr.  BIRRELL :  The  Estates  Commis- 
sioners are  aware  of  the  agreement 
between  the  late  Mr.  Leahy  and  his 
tenants  wBich  is  referred  to  in  the  Ques- 
tion. The  Commissioners  furnished,  on 
1st  June,  1907,  a  preliminary  estimate 
of  price  to  the  owner,  who  died  in 
September  following.  In  November, 
1907,  the  attention  of  the  Commis.Nioners 
was  directed  to  the  fact  that  processes 
were  being  issued  against  the  tenants  by 
the  new  agent  and  they  thereupon  for- 
warded to  him  a  copy  of  a  letter 
which  they  had  previously  written  to  the 
late  owner,  intimating  the  price  they 
were  prepared  to  advance;  and  at  the 
same  time  they  furnished  him  with  a 
copy  of  the  agreement  entered  into 
between  the  late  owner  and  the  tenants 
in  which  the  owner  agreed  to  wipe  out 
all  arrears.  The  Commissioners  are  not 
at  present  in  a  position  to  make  a  formal 
offer  to  purchase  the  property,  as  the 
title  of  the  present  owner  has  not  yet 
been  proved.  They  cannot  exercise  any 
control  as  regards  proceedings  for  the 
recovery  of  rent. 

Whaling  Stations  on  Irish  Coasts. 

Mr.  MORTON:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  whether, 
in  view  of  the  prohibition  of  the  estab- 
lishment of  whale -fishing  stations  in 
county  Donegal  in  consequence  of  the 
evidence  as  to  its  disastrous  effects  upon 
other  fisheries  in  Norway  and  in  Shetland 
given  at  the  recent  inquiry  by  the  Irish 
fishery  inspectors  in  Londonderry,  the 
Government  will  for  the  same  reason 
prohibit  the  establishment  of  any  whale- 
fishing  station  on  any  part  of  the  coasts 
of  Ireland. 
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.  The  VICE-PRESIDENT  of  the  DE- 
PARTMENT OF  AGRICULTURE  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  T.  W.  Russell,  Tyrone, 
S.) :  As  my  hon.  friend  is  aware,  a  pro- 
posal was  recently  made  to  establish  a 
whale-fishing  station  off  the  coast  of 
Donegal,  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood 
of  an  extensive  fishing  industry.  After 
holding  an  inquiry,  the  Department 
issued  a  bye-law  prohibiting  the  station 
being  established.  But  there  are  parts  of 
the  Irish  coast  where  no  fishing  industry 
exists,  and  I  think  the  proper  method  of 
dealing  with  the  matter  is  by  Icgisliation, 
under  which  the  Department  will  be 
enabled  to  license  the  industry  where  it 
can  be  carried  on  without  injury,  and  to 
exercise  a  veto  where  the  circumstances 
appear  to  demand  it. 

Mr.  MORTON  :  Do  I  understand  th^ 
hon.  Gentleman  to  say  it  cannot  be  don® 
without  legislation  ? 

Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  :  I  do  not  thin^ 
it  can. 

Mr.  CATHCART  WASON  (Orkney 
and  Shetland)  :  Is  the  hon.  Gentleman 
aware  that  the  whaling  industry  is  calcu- 
lated to  injure  the  whole  fishing  industry, 
not  merely  in  the  particular  locality  of 
the  station,  but  200  or  300  miles  off. 

Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  :  I  am  acting  on 
the  advice  of  experts  in  this  matter. 

Finance. 
Mr.  HAROLD  COX  (Preston) :  I  beg 
to  ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
whether  he  can  see  his  way  to  laying 
upon  the  Table  of  the  House  before  the 
close  of  the  financial  year,  or  soon  after, 
a  Memorandum  in  a  form  similar  to  the 
Civil  Service  Estimates,  showing  what  is 
the  estimated  expenditure  under  the 
head  of  Other  Consolidated  Fund  Services 
p.nd  payments  to  Local  Taxation  Accounts 
for  the  coming  year  ;  and,  if  so,  whether 
he  will  include  in  that  Memorandum,  a 
table  showing  how  the  expenditure  upon 
the  various  items  appearing  on  pages  43 
to  ()9  of  the  Finance  Accounts  for  ItiOO-T 
com])fire.s  with  the  estimated  expenditure 
upon  the  same  items  in  the  years  1907-8 
and  V.m-\). 

Mil.  ASQUITH  :  The  charges  under 
the  head  of  "  Other  Consolidated  Fund 
Servicos "  ;:ro.  sot  out  in  full  detail  in 
the     published     Finance     Accounts,     of 


which  they  occupy  twenty-seven 
The  great  bulk  of  these  charge 
sists  of  salaries,  pensions,  and 
fixed  allowances,  all  under  stati 
which  only  slight  variations  occu 
year  to  year  through  deaths  and 
ments,  which  cannot  be  foreseen, 
sionally,  variations  of  a  n\ore  im] 
character  may  occur  among  the  fei 
classed  as  "  Miscellaneous  Service 
page  69.  In  these  circumstances 
does  not  appear  to  be  any  justiJ 
for  incurring  the  expense  of  publi 
detailed  estimate  of  Consolidatec 
Services  in  addition  to  the  d 
account  of  the  issue.  The  usual  Fi 
Statement  will  be  circulated  on  th 
duction  of  the  Budget,  shown 
issues  made  in  1907—8  for  Conso 
Fund  Services,  including  the  X 
Debt  Service  and  the  payments 
Local  Taxation  Accounts,  with  Est 
under  the  same  heads  for  the  e 
year.  The  local  taxation  paymer 
dependent  to  some  extent  on  the  R< 
receipts,  so  they  could  not  be  pul 
beforehand  without  forestalling 
Budget. 

Scottish  Education  Bill. 
Mr.  McCRAE  (Edinburgh,  E.) : 
to  ask  the  Chancellor  of  the  Excl 
whether  the  (Government  intend  t» 
ceed  with  an  Education  Bill  for  Sco 
and,  if  so,  when  would  it  be  intnx 

Mr.  ASQUITH  :   It  will  be  intro 
to-morrow  under  the  ten  minutes  r 


LAW  OF  DISTRESS  AMENDMENT 
Reported,    with    Amendments, 
Standing  Committee  A. 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  l 
be  printed.     [No.  101.] 

Minutes  of  the  Proceedings  of 
Standing    Committee     to     be    pri 

[No.  101.] 

Bill,  as  am^ended  (in  the  Standing  * 
mittee),  to  be  taken  into  consider 
upon  Monday  next,  and  to  be  prJ 

[Bill  175.] 
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to  them  on  Monday  last,  "That  it  is 
expedient  that  a  Select  Committee  of 
Five  Members  of  this  House  be  appointed 
to  join  with  a  Committee  of  an  equal 
number  of  Lords  to  consider  and  inquire 
into  the  law  (1)  as  to  lotteries,  including 
the  sale  of  lottery  bonds,  competitions 
for  prizes  which  involve  an  element  of 
chance,  and  advertisements  relating 
thereto;  (2)  as  to  indecent  literature 
and  pictures  and  advertisements  relating 
to  things  indecent  and  immoral ;  and  to 
report  what  amendments,  if  any,  in  the 
law  are  necessary  or  desirable,"  as 
desired  by  this  House. 


NEW  MEMBER  SWORN. 
Henry    Cubitt    Gooch,     esquire,    for 
the   Borough   of  Camberwell    (Peckham 
Division). 

The  hon.  Member  was  received  with 
cheers  from  the  Unionist  side  of  the 
House,  which  the  Ministerialists  answered 
with  cries  of  "  Beer,  beer." 

♦Mr.  W.  JOHNSON  (Warwickshire, 
Nuneaton) :  All  total  abstainers  give  a 
cheer ! 

Mr.  BOTTOMLEY  (Ha-kney,  S.) :  On 
the  point  of  order,  Mr.  Speaker,  may  I 
ask  your  ruling  whether  it  is  in  order  for 
any  Member  of  this  House  to  greet  a 
new  Member  with  offensive  epithets  1 

♦Mr.  SPEAKER:  Certainly  not ;  they 
did  not  reach  my  ears,  or  I  should  have 
intervened. 


PROSECUTION   OF    OFFENCES    (AMEND- 
MEXT)  [EXPENSES]. 

Committee  to  consider  of  authorising 
the  payment  out  of  moneys  provided  by 
Parliament  of  Salaries,  and  remuneration, 
and  of  any  expenses  that  may  be 
incurred  in  pursuance  of  any  act  of  the 
present  session  toamond  the  Prosecution 
of  Offences  Acts,  1879  and  1884  (King's 
Kecommendation  signified),  To-morrow — 
(Mr.  IVhitclnj.) 

^EW  BILLS, 


CRUELTY    TO   ANIMALS    BILL. 
"To   amend  the    Cruelty  to  Animals 
Act    1876,"    presented   by    Mr.    George 
Greenwood ;   supported   by   Sir   Francis 


Channing,  Mr.  MacNeill,  Mr.  Crooks, 
Mr.  Lehmann,  Mr.  Maddison,  Mr. 
Luttrell,  Mr.  John  Eobertson,  Mr. 
Winfrey,  and  Mr.  Mansfield ;  to  be  read 
a  second  time  upon  Monday,  6th  April, 
and  to  be  printed.     [Bill  176.] 

BALLOT  (TRANSFERABLE  VOTli)  BILL. 
**  To  amend  the  Law  relating  to  Votes 
at  Parliamentary  Elections,"  presented 
by  Mr.  Dundas  White;  supported  by 
Mr.  Cleland,  Mr.  Boulton,  Mr.  Findlay, 
Mr.  Robertson,  Mr.  Gulland,  Mr.  Watt, 
Mr.  Arnold  Herbert,  and  Mr.  Smeaton ; 
to  be  read  a  second  time  upon  Friday 
15th  May,  and  to  be  printed.  [Bill  177.] 


ARMY  (ANNUAL)  BILL. 
Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

[Mr.  Emmott  (Oldham)  in  the  Chair.] 

Clause  2— 

Mr.  ASHLEY  (Lancashire,  Black- 
pool), moved  to  omit  the  clause  in 
order  to  draw  attention  to  the  extremely 
complex  and  intricate  form  in  which  the 
Bill  was  submitted  to  the  House,  and  in 
consequence  of  the  great  difficulty  which 
a  private  soldier  had  in  knowing  exactly 
what  penalties  he  was  liable  to  when  he 
enlisted  and  also  during  the  time  that  he 
was  serving.  This  question  had  been 
raised  before  in  the  House  several  times, 
and  he  thought  in  1905  it  was  raised  in  a 
concrete  form  by  the  hon.  Gentleman  who 
now  occupied  the  position  of  Under- 
Secretary  for  India,  who  pointed  out  how 
hard  it  was  for  a  private  soldier  to  know 
what  he  might  or  might  not  do,  and  what 
the  penalties  were,  and  he  had  the  support 
of  many  hon.  Members  then  on  the 
Opposition  side  of  the  House.  In  fact,  he 
had  the  support  of  two  present  Cabinet 
Ministers,  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Education  and  the  President  of  the  Board 
of  Trade.  The  Under-Secretary  for  the 
Colonies  also  joined  his  colleagues  in 
impressing  upon  the  then  Secretary  for 
War  that  something  should  be  done.  It 
was  impossible  in  the  Army  regulations 
to  find  out  exactly  what  had  to  be  done. 
Ho  had  spent  some  hours  that  morning  in 
wading  through  the  Army  regulations, 
and  he  could  find  no  mention  in  them  of 
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any  rules  laid  down  by  the  War  Office  to 
the  effect  that  copies  of  the  Army  Act 
should  be  available  for  private  soldiers. 
It  was  known  that  copies  were  kept  in 
the  orderly  room,  but  that  was  the  last 
place  a  private  soldier  was  likely  to  go  to 
vohmtarily.  lie  was  not  asking  the  War 
Office  to  do  anything  but  what  other 
Government  Departments  did.  In  the 
Coal  Minos  Kegulation  Act  they  had  it 
laid  down  that  the  scale  of  fines  and 
things  of  that  sort  should  be  readily 
accessible  to  the  workers,  and  he  therefore 
asked  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to  tell 
them  how  the  private  soldier  could  easily 
find  out  what  the  penalties  were,  and  if 
no  advance  had  been  made  on  the  position 
in  1907,  whether  he  would  see  his  way, 
as  he  was  sure  he  would,  to  make  things 
as  easy  as  possible. 

*The  secretary  of  STATE  for 
WAR  (Mr.  Haldane,  Haddington)  said 
he  had  great  sympathy  with  the  wishes  of 
the  hon.  Member,  and  it  was  a  question 
which  had  also  been  raised  in  Questions 
put  down  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  the  Forest  of  Dean.  The 
difficulty  was  that  the  Army  Act  consisted 
of  190  sections,  and  covered  an  immense 
ground.  To  condense  the  Army  Act  as 
such  would  be  impossible,  and  it  would  be 
no  good  to  the  private  soldier  to  give  the 
whole  of  it.  It  was  desirable,  therefore, 
if  they  could,  to  put  him  in  possession  of 
it  in  a  form  which  he  could  understand, 
and  they  had  got  a  plan  for  so  doing. 
He  did  not  know  whether  the  hon. 
Member,  who  took  so  close  an  interest  in 
these  things,  had  seen  "The  Soldiers' 
Small  Book,"  which  was  given  to  every 
soldier  on  his  joining  his  corps.  The 
purpose  of  the  book  was  two-fold.  It 
was  a  sort  of  pocket  book,  in  which 
he  put  certain  entries  relating  to  his 
name,  place  and  date  of  enlistment, 
and  so  on,  but  there  was  something  more 
to  the  point.  The  principal  object 
for  which  the  soldier  was  required  to  be 
in  possession  of  this  book  was  that  he 
should  be  provided,  among  other  things, 
with  certain  information  which  he  would 
find  useful  to  him  during  his  service. 
One  of  the  first  things  in  it  was  this, 
"  Notes  from  the  Army  Act,"  which  set 
out  in  popular  language  a  summary  of 
the  fii'st  torty-four  sections,  which  closely 
concerned  the  private  soldier,  and  it  gave 
him  a  good  deal  of  information  besides. 
Mr.  AMcif. 


For  instance,  he  thought   the  whole  of 
the  penalties  were   explained   in    clear 
and    popular    language,   and    that   was 
more   convenient    to     the    soldier   than 
supplying  him  with  a   copy  of  the  1^0 
clauses    of    the    Act.        But     that   did 
not  touch   the   point    as  to     the    incon- 
venience  of    the    form     of     the    Army 
Act.       It    was   quite    true   that  it  was 
inconvenient.      The     Army      Act    had 
no  right  to  be  enforced  for  more  than  a 
year,  and  therefore  every  year  they  had 
to  bring  in  this  very  peculiar  Bill,  and  the 
Act  was  given  vitality  every  year  by  a 
short  clause  and  the  necessary  amendments 
desired  to  be  made.       In  the  Army  Act 
dating  back  eighteen  years,  it  enacted  that 
it  should  be  reprinted  every  year  with 
emendations.  The  Act  was  not  put  in  the 
Statute  Book,  because  that  was  already 
a  fat  book —during  the  life  of  this  Parlia- 
ment it  had  been  a  very  fat  hook — and  it 
would  be  very  inconvenient  to  put  in  the 
whole  Act,  but  what  they  did  was  that 
the    King's    printer,    acting    under  the 
provisions  of  the  section,    reprinted  the 
Army  Act  as  it  had  been   altered,  and 
the  resi;lt  was  the  hig  volume  which  he 
had  in  his  hand,  and  which  could  be  got 
for  a  few  pence.    It  was  a  cheap  fonn 
which  anybody  could  get.     They  wen 
preparing  a  convenient    volume  for  the 
Territorial  Force  which  would  contain  til 
the  regulations  put  together.     They  were 
also  preparing  reguUtions  in  the  same 
form  for  the  Special  Reserve,   and  he 
would  see  what  could  be  done  in  the  waj 
of  preparing  the  other  regulations  in  a 
handy  form.      The  ELing^    RegulaticNM 
had    actually    been    reprinted,  and   he 
thought    that  the  new  edition  of  them 
would  be  completely  distributed  in  afo^^ 
night  or  three  weeks.      The  new  edition 
would  have  to  supersede  the  old  editions. 
It  was  so  long  since  the  last  ediiion  came 
out   that  they  thought   it  worth  while 
to  meet  the  reasonable  complaints  that 
had  been   made  and  prepare  a   special 
edition. 

Mr.  McCRAE  (Edinbwgh,  E) 
thought  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  might)  very  well  see  whether 
some  method  other  than  that  of 
the  soldiers'  pocket  book  might  not  he 
adopted  of  bringing  penalties  and  finos 
incurred  more  closely  into  the  pur- 
view of  the  private  soldier.  He  con- 
gratulated   the    right    hon.   Gentleman 
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on  his  proposition  that  a  similar  pocket 
book  ought  to  be  issued  for  the  Terri- 
torial Army,  as  he  thought  that  some- 
thing of  the  kind  was  very  necessary. 
They  had  been  so  alarmed  and  so  dis- 
organised recently,  that  what  they  wanted 
wa^  to  loD  the  men  know  exactly  what 
thoy  had  to  do,  and  he  was  sure  there 
was  nothing  which  would  tend  more  to 
that  desirable  end  than  the  proposition 
which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had 
made.  He  hoped  the  new  pocket  book 
would  be  issued  without  any  undue 
delay. 

Mr.  COURTHOPE  (Sussex,  Rye)  said 
he  wanted  to  draw  the  attention  of  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  to  a  point 
which  he  thought  would  cause  a  great  deal 
of  difficulty  in  future  unless  the  Army 
A  nnual  Act  of  the  year  was  made  a  little 
n  ore  extensive,  for  as  far  as  he  could 
make  o  it,  from  a  legal  point  of  view,  the 
Act  would  not  apply  in  any  shape  or 
form  to  the  Territorial  Force.  Running 
all  through  the  Act  was  found  the 
expression  "Auxiliary  Forces,"  which 
was  defined  as  meaning  the  Militia,  Yeo- 
manry, and  Volunteers. 

Mr.  HALDANE  said  that  that  was 
being  altered.  The  Militia  were  still  under 
training  in  their  old  form,  and  so  they 
could  not  alter  it  in  the  Bill,  but  they 
would  see  that  later  on  the  words  were 
put  right.  If  tbe  hon.  Member  would 
look  at  Section  175  he  would  see  that 
the  Territorial  Force  was  referred  to, 
and  as  they  got  the  whole  thing  complete 
the  wording  of  the  Act  would  be  brought 
up  to  date. 

Lord  BALCARRES  (Lancashire, 
Chorley)  said  he  wanted  to  refer  to  an 
important  statement  made  by  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  about  the  Territorial 
Army.  He  had  announced  that  he  was 
goiog  to  bring  out  a  pocket  book  dealing 
with  functions  and  duties  and  so 
on.  There  had  been  a  good  deal 
of  anxiety  in  the  last  few  weaks 
about  the  attestation  form  for  the 
new  Territorial  Army,  and  ho  hoped  the 
new  pocket  book  would  be  an  exact,  pre- 
cise, and  authentic  account  of  what  the 
liabilities  and  engagements  of  the  Terri- 
torial soldier  were.  Six  weeks  ago  hon. 
Members  interested  in  Volunteer  ques- 
tions were  caused  great  anxiety  by  the 
Territorial   attestation     form,    hit     that 


form  was  withdrawn  and  a  new  one  sub- 
stituted, and  there  were  certain  differ- 
ences in  those  two  forms.  Instead  of 
saying  "You  are  required  to  attend  at 
such  and  such  a  place,"  the  revised  form 
said  "Please  attend,"  and  so  on,  but 
what  he  wanted  tQ  point  out  was  that 
in  the  original  attestation  form  there  was 
nothing  inconsistent  with  the  Territorial 
Act  as  passed  last  year  ;  it  might  be  said 
to  be  the  logical  and  mathematical  deduc- 
tion of  the  Act  of  last  year.  But  that  had 
been  revised,  and  all  sort  of  things  had 
been  cut  out  of  the  new  form.  He  thought 
that  was  very  wrong  indeed.  It  did  not 
set  forth  upon  the  face  of  it  the  full 
liabilities  and  responsibilities  of  the 
Volunteers.  If  it  was  necessary  from  the 
provisions  of  the  Act  of  last  year  to  state 
that  a  certain  series  of  questions,  if 
untruly  answered,  involved  imprisonment 
with  hard  labour,  he  considered  that  the 
War  Office  was  unjustified  in  having 
suppressed  that  fact  in  the  new  form. 

Mr.  HALDANE :  It  is  called  "  heavy 
punishment "  instead. 

Lord  BALCARRES  said  that  that 
was  not  the  same  thing  as  imprisonment 
with  hard  labour,  and  if  that  was  the 
penalty — and  there  could  be  no  ques 
tion  about  it — then  it  ought  to  be 
clearly  stated  on  the  attestation  form. 
The  attestation  form  which  was  b?ing 
handed  to  the  Volunteers  did  not  state 
the  material  facts.  He  himself  strongly 
disapproved  of  the  old  attestation  form, 
but  it  was  perfectly  accurate.  He  would 
not  dream  of  blaming  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  nor  the  officials,  who  had 
followed  the  Act  with  m3ticulous  accuracy, 
and  it  was  not  the  fault  of  the  War 
Office  if  the  attestation  form  was  im- 
possible. It  was  the  fault  of  that 
House,  and  the  hasty  and  hurried  way 
in  which  they  had  rushed  the  Bill  through 
last  year,  under  the  guillotine. 

Mr.  HALDANE  said  the  attestation 
form  followed  exactly  the  form  which 
was  adopted  by  the  late  Government 
for  the   Yeomanry   Force. 

Lord  BALCARRES  said  the  matter 
would  not  be  passed  over  by  a  reference 
to  predecessors.  The  fault,  if  it  lay 
anywhere,  lay  with  the  House.  He  did 
not   wish   to   labour   the   point   beyond 
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drawing  attention  to  the  fact  that  the 
attestation  form  did  not  accurately 
and  fully  set  out  the  state  of  affairs. 
He  sincerely  trusted  that  the  pocket- 
book  would  contain  things  which  would 
be  stated  completely  and  with  legal 
accuracy. 

Colonel  SEELY  (Liverpool,  Aber- 
cromby)  said  that  what  the  noble  Lord 
had  stated  might  cause  alarm  and  dismay 
in  connection  with  the  Territorial  system 
which  they  were  now  considering. 
Might  he  be  permitted  to  say  that  he 
was  closely  familiar  with  all  the  different 
fonns,  as  he  knew  the  noble  Lord  was 
also ;  but  speaking  with  all  respect  to 
him,  he  really  thought  that  the  noble 
Lord  was  in  error  in  supposing  that 
any  material  fact  was  passed  over  in 
the  new  attestation  form.  It  followed  in 
every  respect,  as  his  right  hon.  friend 
had  stated,  what  was  called  the  Yeomanry 
form,  which  had  been  used  by  the 
Yeomanry  for  the  last  two  or  three  years. 
He  had  never  heard  of  any  man,  and 
he  "supposed  there  were  100,000  men  in 
that  force,  who  thought  that  insufficient 
information  was  given  to  him  in  the 
attestation  form.  The  difference  between 
the  old  and  new  forms  was  this.  Whereas 
under  the  old  one  it  was  said :  *'  Do 
you  wish  to  join  the  Territorial  Force  ? 
If  you  do  it  will  be  at  your  peril,"  under 
the  new  form,  the  words  were  more 
civil  and  more  accurate,  owing  to  the 
fact  that  it  was  drawii  up  by  persons 
more  conversant  with  the  Territorial 
Army.  He  could  not  see  how  the  noble 
Lord  could  say  that  the  new  form  was 
deceptive.  The  liabilities  of  the  Volun- 
teer were  most  clearly  stated,  and  with 
the  solitary  exception  that  "  heavy 
punishment  "  liad  been  substitute  for 
*'  hard  labour,"  he  did  not  know  of  any 
alteration.  Whereas  under  the  old  form 
they  said  to  a  man  :  "  If  you  want  to 
become  a  Territorial  soldier,  look  out," 
under  the  new  form  they  invited  people 
if  they  could  spare  llie  time  to  become 
members  of  the  Territorial  Army,  and 
they  knew  plainly  what  their  liabilities 
were. 


Amendment  negatived. 
Clause  3  : 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed 
"  That  the  clause  stand  part  of  the  BiL" 

Mr.  ASHLEY  moved  to  omit  the  claiM 
for  the  purpose  of  calling  attention  to  the 
prices  for  billeting  put  in  the  schednk 
The  prices  agreed  upon  last  year  were  not 
excessive  or  generous,  but  since  then 
another  state  of  things  had  arisen,  and 
they  might  have  to  alter  altogether 
the  scale  of  taxation  vrhich  was  to  be 
placed  upon  the  licence  holder,  and  also 
the  scale  of  compensation  which  he 
was  to  be  paid  if  his  house  was  taken 
away.  If  the  House  chose  to  alter  the 
amount  of  money  a  licence  holder  had  to 
pay  to  carry  on  his  business,  then  sradj 
they  ought  to  raise  the  scale  under  the 
Schedule.  Therefore,  he  moved  to  leave 
out  the  clause  in  order  to  hear  what 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  to  sav. 

Mr.  HALDANE  said  the  hon.  Member 
had  raised  a  very  great  question  which 
they  would  be  debating,  he  had  no  doubt, 
at  very  great  length  in  a  very  short  lime 
from  now.     The  question  was  whether  the 
holder  of  the  licence  would  be  worse  of 
than   he   was   at  present.     The  licence 
holder  was  not  the  owner  of    the  pre- 
mises, and  whether  he  would  be  worse 
off   was   a   question    about  which  hon. 
Members  would  hear  a  great  deal  from 
that  side  of  the  House.     He  wasmfeaid 
he  would  not  be  in  order  if  he   were 
to  express  his  sentiments  on  the  subject 
of   the    Amendment.      He    would  onlj 
say  that  the   Schedule    was   considered 
the   year   before  last,  and    the    altera- 
tions embodied  last  year,  it  was    sub- 
stantially agreed,  were  as  right  and  just 
as  they  could  make  them. 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided: — ^Ayes,  206; 
Noes,  64.     (Division  List,  No:  51.) 


Aclaiid,  Francis  Dj'ke 
Adkiny,  W.  Rvland  1). 
Agar-Robartes,  Hon.  T.  C.  R. 

Lord  Balcarres, 


AYES. 

Ains worth.  John  Stirling 
Allen.  Charlos  P.  (Stroud) 
Ashton,  Thomas  Gair 


Asquith^RtuHn.  HerbertHoiT 
Afltbury,  John  Meir 
Atherley-Jonet^  L. 
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Baker,  Sir  John  (Portsmouth) 

Baring,  Godfrey  (Isle  of  Wight) 

Barker,  John 

Barlow,  Sir  John  E.  (Somerset) 

Barlow,  Percy  (Bedford) 

Barnes,  G.  N. 

Barran,  Rowland  Hirst 

Beauchamp,  E. 

Bell,  Richard 

Belloc,  Hilaire  Joseph  Peter  R. 

Bennett,  E.  N. 

Berridge,  T.  H.  D. 

Bertram,  Julius 

Black.  Arthur  W. 

Branch,  James 

Brigg,  John 

Buchanan,  Thomas  Ryhurn 

Bums,  Rt.  Hon.  John 

Burt,  Rt.  Hon  .Thomas 

Buxton,Rt.Hn.  Sydney  Charles 

Byles,  William  Pollard 

Carr-Gomm,  H.  W. 

Causton,Rt.Hn.RichardKnight 

Cawley,  Sir  Frederick 

Cherry,  Rt.  Hon.  R.  R. 

Clough,  William 

Clynes.  J.  R. 

Cobbold,  Felix  Thornley 

Collins,  Stephen  (Lambeth) 

Corbett,C  H  (Sussex.E.Grinst'd 

Cotton,  Sir  H.  J.  S. 

Cox,  Harold 

Cremer,  Sir  William  Randal 

Crooks,  William 

Crosfield,  A.  H. 

Crossley,  William  J. 

Curran,  Peter  Francis 

Davies,  Ellis  William  (Eifion) 

Dayies,M.Vaughan-  (Cardigan) 

Davies,  Timothy  (Fulham) 

Davies,  W.  Howell  (Bristol,  S.) 

Dewar,  Arthur  (Edinburgh,  S.) 

Dickinson,  W.H.(St.Pancra8,N. 

Dilke,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Charles 

Duckworth,  James 

Duncan,  C.  (Barrow-in-Furness 

Dunn,  A.  Edward  (Camborne) 

Dunne,Major  E.Martin(Walsall 

Elibank,  Master  of 

Ellis,  Rt.  Hon.  John  Edward 

Erskine,  David  C. 

Evans,  Sir  Samuel  T. 

Everett,  R.  Laccy 

Fen  wick,  Charles 

Fiennes,  Hon.  Eustace 

Findlay,  Alexander 

Foster,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Walter 

Freeman-Thomas,  Freeman 

Fumess,  Sir  Christopher 

Gill,  A.  H. 

Gladstone^Rt.Hn. Herbert  John 

Glen-Coats,  Sir  T.  (Renfrew) 

Glendinning,  R.  G. 

Glover,  Thomas 

Gooch,  George  Peabody  (Bath) 

Grant,  Corrie 

Greenwood,  G.  (Peterborough) 

Griffith,  Ellis  J. 


Acland-Hood,Rt.Hn.SirAlex.F. 
Anstruther-Gray,  Major 


Gulland,  John  W. 

Haldane,  Rt.  Hon.  Richard  B. 

Harcourt,  Rt.  Hon.  Lewis 

Hart-Davies,  T. 

Harvey,  A.  G.  C.  (Rochdale) 

Harvey,  W.E.  (Derby8hire,N.E. 

Harwood,  George 

Hedges,  A.  Paget 

Helme,  Norval  Watson 

Henderson,  Arthur  (Durham) 

Henry,  Charles  S. 

Herbert,  Col.  Sir  Ivor  (Mon.,S.) 

Herbert,  T.  Arnold  (Wycombe) 

Higham,  John  Sharp 

Hobart,  Sir  Robert 

Hodge,  John 

Holland,  Sir  William  Henry 

Holt,  Richard  Durning 

Hope,  John  Deans  (Fife,  West) 

HorDiman,  Emslie  John 

Howard,  Hon.  Geoffrey 

Hudson,  Walter 

Hutton,  Alfred  Eddison 

Idris,  T.  H.  W. 

Illingworth,  Percy  H. 

Jacoby,  Sir  James  Alfred 

Jardine,  Sir  J. 

Jenkins,  J. 

Johnson,  John  (Gateshead) 

Johnson,  W.  (Nuneaton) 

Jowett,  F.  W. 

Kearley,  Hudson  E. 

Lambert,  George 

Lay  land- Barratt,  Francis 

Lea,Hugh  Cecil  (St.  Pancras,E. 

Lehmann,  R.  C. 

Levy,  Sir  Maurice 

Lewis,  John  Herbert 

Lough,  Thomas 

Lyell,  Charles  Henry 

Macdonald,  J.  R.  (Leicester) 

Macdonald,J.M.  (Falkirk  B*ghs 

Macnamara,  Dr.  Thomas  J. 

M*Callum,  John  M. 

M*Crae,  George 

M'Laren,  H.  D.  (Stafford,  W.) 

M'Micking,  Major  G. 

Maddison,  Frederick 

Mallet,  Charles  E. 

Manfield,  Harry  (Northants) 

Mamham,  F.  J. 

Mason,  A.  E.  W.  (Coventry) 

Menzies,  Walter 

Montagu,  E.  S. 

Morse,  L.  L. 

Morton,  Alpheus  Cleophas 

Myer,  Horatio 

Nicholls,  Gedl-ge 

Nicholson, Charles  N.(Doncast'r 

Norton,  C  ipt.  Cecil  William 

Nussey,  Thomas  Willans 

Nuttall,  Harry 

Parker,  James  (Halifax) 

Partington,  Oswald 

Pearce,  William  (Limehouse) 

Piric,  Duncan  V. 

Price,  C.  E.  (Edinb'gh,  Central) 

Priestley,  W.E.B.(Bradford,E.) 

NOES. 

Arnold.Forster,Rt.Hn.Hugh  0.  I  Baldwin,  Stanley 

Balcarres,  Lord  |  Banbury,  Sir  Frederick  George 


Rendall,  Athelstan 
Richards,T.F.  (Wolvosh'mpt'n 
Richardson,  A. 
Ridsdale,  E.  A. 
Roberts,  G.  H.  (Norwich) 
Roberts,  John  H.  (Denbighs.) 
Robert8on,Rt.  Hn.  E.( Dundee) 
Robertson,  J.  M.  (Tyneside) 
Robinson,  S. 
Roe,  Sir  Thomas 
Runciman,  Walter 
Russell,  T.  W. 

Rutherford,  V.  H.  (Brentford) 
Samuel,Herbert  L.  (Cleveland) 
Schwann,Sir  C.E. (Manchester) 
Scott,A.H.(Ashton  under  Lyne 
Sears,  J.  E. 
Seddon,  J. 
Seely,  Colonel 

Shaw,  Charles  Edw.  (Stafford) 
Shaw,  Rt.Hon.  T.  (Hawick  B. ) 
Silcock,  Thomas  Ball 
Sinclair,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Smeaton,  Donald  Mackenzie 
Soares,  Ernest  J. 
Stanley,Hn.A.  Lyulph  (CJhesh.) 
Stewart,  Halley  (Greenock) 
Straus,  B.  S.  (Mile  End) 
Strauss,  E.  A.  (Abingdon) 
Stuart,  James  (Sunderland) 
Summerbell,  T. 

Taylor,  Theodore  C.(Radcliffe) 
Tennant,  H.  J.  (Berwickshire) 
Thomas,Sir  A.  (Glamorgan,  E.) 
Thomas,David  Alfred  (M*rthyr 
Thomasson,  Franklin 
Toulmin,  George 
Trevelyan,  Charles  Philips 
Ure,  Alexander 

Vemey.  F.  W.  ; 

Villiers,  Ernest  Amherst  ^ 

Vivian,  Henry 
Walsh,  Stephen 
Waring,  Walter 
Warner,  Thomas  Courtenay  T. 
Wason,  John  Cathcart  (Orkney) 
Waterlow,  D.  S. 
Watt,  Henry  A. 
Wedgwood,  Josiah  C. 
Whitbread,  Howard 
White,  J.  D.  (Dumbartonshire) 
White,  Luke  (York,  E.  R.) 
Whitehead,  ilowland 
Whitley,  John  Henry  (Halifax) 
\Miittaker,  Sir  Thomas  Palmer 
Wiles,  Thomas 
Williams,  J.  (Glamorgan) 
Williams,  Osmond  (Merioneth) 
Wilson,  Hon.  G.  G.  (Hull,  W.) 
Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Mid) 
Wilson,  P.  W.  (St.  Pancras,  S.) 
Wilson,  W.  T.  (Wcsthoughton) 
Winfrey,  R. 

Tellers  for  the  Ayes — Mr. 
Whiteley  and  Mr.  J.  A. 
Pease. 
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Banner,  John  S.  Harmood-  i 
Baring,Capt.Hn.G  (Winchester  I 
Barrie,  H.  T.  (Londonderry,  X.  I 
Bignold,  Sir  Arthur  ' 

Bridgeman,  W.  Clivo 
Butcher,  Samuel  Henry  | 

Campbell,  Rt.  Hon.  J.  H.  M. 
Carlile,  E.  Hildred 
Castlereagh,  Viscount 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Aston  Manor)      ■ 
Chaplin,  Rt.  Hon.  Henry 
Colling8,Rt.Hn.J.  (Birmingham 
Corbett,  T.  L.  (Down,  North)     I 
Courthope,  G.  Loyd  i 

Oaig, Charles  Curti8( Antrim,  S.  | 
Cross,  Alexander  ' 

Dixon-Hartland,SirFred  Dixon 
Doughty,  Sir  George 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers-       i 
Du  Cros,  Arthur  Philip 
Duncan,  Robert  (Lanark,  Go  van 


{COxMMONS} 

Faber,  Capt.  W.  V.  (Hants,  W.) 
Fardell,  Sir  T.  George 
Fell,  Arthur 
Forster,  Henry  William 
Gooch, Henry  Cubitt  (Peckham 
Goulding,  Edward  Alfred 
Guinness,  Walter  Edward 
Haddock,  George  B. 
Hay,  Hon.  Claude  (Jeorgo 
Hill.  Sir  Clement 
Hunt,  Rowland 
Kennaway,Rt.Hn.  Sir  John  H. 
Kim  bar.  Sir  Henry 
Lambton,  Hon.  Frederick  Wm. 
Lane-Fox,  G.  R. 
I-Aw,  Andrew  Bonar  (Dulwich) 
Lonsdale,  John  Brownlee 
Ix)we,  Sir  Francis  William 
Morpeth,  Viscount 
Nicholson,  Wm.  G.  (Petersfield  I 
Nield,  Herbert 
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Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Randies,  Sir  John  Scurrah 
Ratcliff,  Major  B.  F. 
Remnant,  James   FarquharsoQ 
Sloan,  Thomas  Henry 
Smith,  Abel  H.  (Hertford,  East 
Starkcy,  John  B. 
Talbot,  Lord  E.  (Chichester) 
Tdlbot,Rt.Hn.J.G.  (OxfdUniT 
Thomson.  W.Mitchell-  (Lanark) 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Warde,  Col.  C.  E.  (Kent,  Mid) 
Wilson, A.Stanley  (York,  E.  R.) 
Wiuterton,  Earl 
Younger,  George 

Tellers  for  tbx  Noes— Mr. 
Ashley   and    Captain  Craig. 


Clauses  4  and  5  agreed  to. 

Mr.  ASHLEY  said  he  wished  to  move  a 
new  clause  dealing  with  special  enlistments. 
He  was  very  strongly  of  opinion  and  he 
thought  most  hon.  Members  would  be  so 
too,  that  it  was  not  advisable,  certainly 
in  our  Regular  forces,  that  any  man  should 
be   enlisted    except   luider   very   special 
circumstances,  who  was  less  than  eighteen 
years  of  age.     The  regulations  laid  do\^^l 
that  no  man  might  be  sent  to  India  who 
was  less  than  twenty  years  of  age,  and  it 
was  not  likely  in  case  of  invasion  that 
men  between  eighteen  and  twenty  would 
have     had    sufficient     training     or     be 
of   sufficient    physique    to    repel    an    in- 
vasion.     Then* fore  it  came  to  this,  that 
if  jtl  ey  enlisted   a  man  under  eighteen  i 
years  o^  age,  unless  he  was  exceptionally  ' 
stion  r   they   might    have   him   on   their , 
hanus  for  two  years  at  least.     They  had 
had  it  liid  down. by  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  that  he  pn.»posed  in  the  Special  ' 
Reserve    to    enlist    men    at    sevonteen. 
His   Amendment    aimed   at    putting   an 
end  to  such  a  state  of  things  as  that.     It  . 
aimed    at    compelling    the    War    Office  ; 
authorities  not    to    enlist    any   man   of  I 
seventeen   for  the  Special   Reserve,   but  ; 
to  put  that   force  on  exactly  the  same 
footing  as  the  Regular  Army.     Because  \ 
after  all  men  who  were  enlisted  in  the 
Special   Reserve  were    to    be    used,    ac- 
cording to   the   right   hon.    Gentleman's 
statement,  for  exactly  the  same  purjwse 
as  the  Regular  Army.     They  were  going 
to   be   used   in   case   of  war  to  expand 
the    ranks    of    the    Reg\ilar    battalions ; 


which    were     depleted      through     men 
having  been  left  behind  owing  to  sick- 
ness or  insufficient  physique,  to  expand 
battalions    which    might    be    decimated 
or    brought    down     very     considerablj 
in  their  strength  owing  to  losses  at  the 
front,     through    disease     or     casualties, 
and  they  might  also  be  sent  abroad  in 
their  units.     Therefore,  it  seemed  to  him 
that  it  was  a  waste  of  public  money  to 
enlist  men  of  seventeen  for  the  Special 
Reserves,  when  it  was  considered  that 
eighteen  was  a  sufficiently  low  age  for 
the  enlistment  of  men  for  the  Regular 
Army.     He  had,  therefore,   two  objects 
in  introducing  the  clause,  first  of  all  to 
ensure   that    a    man    should    under  no 
circumstances    be    enlisted    for    the   in- 
fantry of  the  Line  or  for  the  Ouards. 
unless  he  was  eighteen  years  of  age,  or 
unless   there    were    some    very     special 
ciicunstances   coming   within    the   pro- 
visions in  the  clause,  and  secondly,  that 
the  Special  Reserve  should  not  consist 
in  the  future  as  it  had  in  the  past — be- 
cause the  Special  Reserve  was  the  old 
Militia — to  a  considerable  extent  of  bovs 
even  less  than  seventeen  years  of  age, 
who,   by  the   very  terms   of   the   War 
Office  regulations,  could  not  be  sent  to 
India  for  at  least  three  years  and  would 
therefore  be  costing  the  country  money 
when  they  could  not  possibly  be  of  any 
use  in  case  of  a  serious  war  in  India  or 
any  of  the  Colonies.     As  to  the  difficulty 
of  carrying  this  clause  into  eftx^t  if  it 
was  enacted,  he  would  draw  the  atten- 
tion of  the  House  to  a  questiiHi  put  by 
the  hon.  Member  for  Aberdeen  in  ]9(& 
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to  Lord  Stanley.  The  hon.  Member 
asked — 

"  Whether,  with  a  view  to  securing  that  no 
man  shall  now  be  enlisted  under  the  age  of 
eighteen  years  he  will  consider  the  advis- 
ability of  amending  the  attestation  paper  by 
placing  before  the  recruit  his  liability  to  pun- 
ishment for  a  false  answer  as  to  ages,  of  carry- 
ing into  practice  Sections  33,  34,  and  99  of  the 
Army  Act  and  of  the  addition  of  a  question 
asking  for  an  opinion  as  to  age,  to  Army  Forms 
B.  64  and  97,  as  well  as  forwaiding  these  forms 
whenever  practicable  to  the  school  board  under 
whom  the  recruit  was  schooled.** 

Lord  Stanley  answered — 

^  "I  am  desired  by  my  right  hon.  friend  to 
say  that  as  regards  the  UabiUty  to  punishment 
his  legal  advisers  inform  him  that  conviction 
for  making  a  false  statement  as  to  age  cannot 
be  held  good  unless  the  man  pleads  guilty, 
or  the  prosecution  proves  that  he  knew  his 
correct  age,  a  man*s  actual  age  not  being  a 
matter  within  his  personal  knowledge.** 

That  went  to  support  his  belief  that  it 
was  no  use  asking  a  man  what  his  age 
was,  because,  if  he  gave  a  false  answer, 
he  could  not  be  punished  for  it.  But 
this  new  clause  would  place  his  age 
practically  beyond  doubt,  because  he 
would  produce  a  birth  certificate,  or  the 
officer  would  take  such  stringent  meas- 
ures that  there  would  be  no  reasonable 
doubt  about  it. 

New  Clause — 

*'(1)  Subject  to  the  provisions  of  this 
section  no  re3ruit  shall,  aJter  the  passing  of 
thin  Act,  be  enlisted  in  the  Regular  Fo::e^ 
unless  he  can  produce  a  certificate  of  his  biith 
to  the  recruiter,  nor  unless  he  is  eighteen 
ye  irs  of  age. 

**  (2)  A  recruit  may  be  enlisted  without  the 
previous  production  of  his  birth  certificate  if 
the  approving  officer  shall  be  satisfied  that 
every  reasonable  effort  had  been  made  to  obtain 
su^h  certificate,  and  that  it  is  not  practicable 
to  obtain  it,  but  in  that  ca<;e  such  officer  shall 
state  in  writing  what  steps  have  been  taken  to 
obtain  such  certificate,  and  why  he  is  of  opinion 
that  it  is  impracticable  to  obtain  it. 

**  (3)  A  recruit  may  be  enlisted  who  is  known 
or  believed  by  the  approving  officer  to  be  more 
than  seventeen,  but  less  than  eighteen  years  of 
age,  if  such  approving  officer  shall  be  of  opinion 
that,  by  reason  of  exceptional  physical  health 
and  development,  such  recruit  will  make  an 
efficient  soldier ;  but  in  that  case  such  officer 
shall  state  in  writing  the  height,  weight,  ani 
chest  measurement  of  such  recruit,  and  any 
other  circumstance  which  shall  appear  to  su?h 
officer  to  justify  the  enlistment  of  such  recruit. 
Every  written  statement  made  by  an  approving 
officer  in  pursuance  of  this  section  shall  be 
transmitted  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  a 
return  of  all  such  statements  made  in  any  year 
shall  be  laid  before  Parliament  not  later  than 


the  presentation  of  the  annual  Army  Estimates 
to  the  Hou^e  of  Commons  in  the  year  following.*' 
— {Mr.  Ashley}, 

Bro  jght  up,  and  read  a  first  time. 

Motion  made  and  Question  proposed, 
*'  That  the  clause  be  read  a  second  time." 

Mr.  T.  L.  CORBETT  (Down,  N.) 
said  the  clause,  though  highly  technical 
struck  one  as  being  very  reasonable. 
The  whole  policy  of  the  Government 
and  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War  was 
to  go  in  for  a  small  Army,  but  he  trusted 
a  very  efficient  one.  He  was  not  suffi- 
ciently expert  himself,  but  he  would 
listen  with  interest  to  his  colleagues 
who  knew  far  more  about  the  subject 
than  he  did,  though  it  seemed  to  him 
that  anyone  under  the  age  of  eighteen 
could  hardly  be  a  very  efficient  soldier. 
Hon.  Members  opposite  were  all  in 
favour  of  a  time  limit  upon  other  ques- 
tions, and  he  thought  an  age  limit  of 
eghteen  in  this  case  was  a,  very  fair 
proposal  indeed.  The  subject  was  one 
of  such  importance  that  he  was 
almost  disposed  to  appeal  to  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  as  to  whether 
he  would  not  adjourn  the  further  dis- 
cussion. The  Government  had  a  number 
of  measures  they  intended  to  bring  before 
the  House,  but  they  did  not  seem  in 
any  pressing  hurry  to  urge  them  on. 
The  House  had  adjourned  again  and 
again  at  a  very  early  hour  during  the 
past  few  weeks,  and  night  after  night 
had  been  wasted,  and  he  thought  it 
would  be  better,  in  view  of  the  vital 
effect  this  new  clause  might  have  on 
the  constitution  of  the  ideal  Army  which 
the  Secretary  for  War  was  bent  upon 
constituting,  if  he  would  agree  to  adjourn 
the  further  discussion  of  the  clause 
until  a  later  date  when  they  might  have 
the  advantage  of  expert  opinion  upon  it. 

Mr.  watt  (Glasgow,  College) :  Does 
the  hon.  Member  object  to  the  limit 
in  the  new  clause  of  seventeen  years  in 
exceptional  cases  ? 

Mr.  T.  L.  CORBETT  said  the  hon. 
Member  had  evidently  grasped  the  clause 
in  a  way  he  could  hardly  profess  to 
have  done.  He  understood  this  was 
to  prevent  any  young  man  under  the 
age   of   eighteen   frpm  being  recruited* 
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Mr.  COURTENAY  WARNER  (Staf- 
fordshire, Lichfield)  said  the  clause  was 
a  very  good  one  when  it  was  originally 
moved.     There   had   been   an   immense 

chan«];e  in  recruiting  for  the  Army  during  j  really  severe  blow  at  recruiting. 
the  last  few  years  and  what  was  contained 
in  the  clause  had  ]»een  practically  carried 


he  did  not  think  anything  would  be 
gained  by  insisting  upon  the  production 
of  the  birth  certificates  except  id  the 
case  of  service  in  tropical  climates,  in 
places  such  as  India.  He  would  be 
sorry  if  the  House  adopted  this  clause 
because  he  believed   it    would  strike  a 


out.  When  a  great  change  was  going  on 
in  the  Army  they  should  be  careful  to 
make  as  little  difference  in  the  conditions 
of  recniiting  as  possible,  and  they  wished 
the  recruits  to  understand  that  they 
would  be  expected  to  do  practically  what 
they  did  before.  They  wanted  to  make 
the  recruits  who  came  up  for  enlistment 
feel  that  there  had  been  no  alteration 
from  the  old  conditions.  He  was  aware 
there  had  been  some  very  slight  altera- 
tions, but  that  was  the  feeling  they  wanted 
to  maintain.  If  they  inserted  fresh 
clauses  of  this  kind  the  men  would  think 
they  were  enlisting  for  quite  a  different 
pur[>ose,  and  that  was  exactly  what  they 
wished  to  avoid.  An  alteration  like  the 
one  suggested  in  the  clause  was  bad  both 
for  recruiting  and  for  the  very  objects 

it  \\as  brought  forward  to  support.  I 

I 

Mr.  COURTHOPE  (Sussex,  Rye)  did 
not  think  alterinji  the  age  would  have  the 
ofiVcl  contcmplatcvl  by  the  hon.  Member 
for  Lichfield.  He  did  not,  however,  think 
the  clause  was  a  desiroble  one,  because 
if  they  limited  the  recruits  to  those  over 
oii»hteen  they  would  be  striking  a  serious 
blow  at  recruiting  in  general  without 
gaining  anything  whatever.  By  insisting 
upon  a  birth  certiticate  they  would  be 
imiH>sing  an  irksome  and  difficult  con- 
("iton  in  regard  to  which  it  would  be  very 
d.tiicult  to  get  accurate  information. 
He  did  not  see  that  the  certiticate  was 
at  all  necessary,  because  there  was  no 
special  virtue  in  the  exact  age  of  eiiihteen 
or  st'ViMitoen  years.  That  aiie  was 
juiojucil  as  the  aiie  at  whirh  the  i»vera»:e 
young  man  \va^  consiiloivil  tit  to  beirin 
>oUlicrin'j:.  Some  of  thoui  wore  tit  a  year 
earlier  ami  sonic  a  yc.ir  later  than  oth"r>i. 
Thi  re  V  ere  to-vlax  inanv  vonnu  lc]l'>^vs 
of  MXteen  years  of  ape  i:t  to  ttart  life 
hs  soldiers  whilst  others  at  eiizhteon 
or  nineteen  years  of  ;".l^*  rnirl.t  l-o 
quite  ur.tit.  Therefore  ther^  w;^s  no 
special    virtue    in    ;»n    e\:ier    aire,    r.nd 


Sir  F.  BANBURY  (Qty  of  London) 
said  he  had  listened  with  surprii^ 
'  to  the  arguments  of  the  hon.  Member 
opposite,  because  they  seemed  to  him 
to  have  nothing  whatever  to  do 
with  the  question  before  the  House. 
The  new  clause  provided  that  "Xo 
reeruit  shall  be  enlisted  in  the  Regular 
Forces."  Therefore,  the  great  ehange 
referred  to  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Lich- 
field could  not  be  in  the  Regular  Annr 
at  all,  but  in  the  Territorial  Forres. 
[Cries  of  "No."]  He  always  under- 
stood that  Regular  Forces  meant  Regnkr 
Forces  and  those  forces  were  not  altered 
Therefore  there  was  no  change  going  on 
in  the  Regular  Army  to  which  this  cIiuk 
applied.  His  hon.  friend  had  said  that 
the  clause  might  have  a  bad  effect  on 
recruiting  because  the  age  limit  would  bt 
no  advantage.  Did  the  Secietaij  of 
State  for  War  agree  that  a  lecruit  at 
eighteen  did  not  do  better  than  one  at 
seventeen  ? 

Mr.  HALDANE  said  he  would  have 
been  disposed  to  agree  with  that,  but  the 
hon.  Baronet  voted  against  that  cbiue 
last  year  and  that  had  shaken  his  judg- 
ment. 

Sir  F.  BANBURY:  Surely  the  rigiit 
hon.  Gentleman  did  not  tliink  thst  b* 
ou;iht  to  be  obstinate  in  his  opinions 
when  the  conditions  changed.  BeaiH 
he  had  once  done  a  thing  it  did  not 
follow  that  he  shoald  adhere  to  it  The 
ri&iht  hon.  Gentleman  had  not  answered 
his  question.  His  view  was  that  a  pniii 
man  of  eighteen  was  for  the  puposes  of 
soldiering  better  than  the  same  yonngmtf 
at  seventeen.  His  hon.  friend  had  sd 
th.Mt'  wouUl  be  a  di£Bculty  about  gettin; 
the  birth  certificate,  but  (hat  coDdid« 
appL^ared  to  be  modified,  becanae iut^ 
0.1  in  the  flause  it  was  pipvided  tkiti 
nvruit  might  be  fiiUsted^.t^  lecnntiE; 
oiiivH^r  was  of  opinion  tWt  "  '  *" 
siKh    recruit   would   wi^lpff   ^i 
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soldier.  They  did  not  care  whether  the 
recruit  was  seventeen,  eighteen,  or  nine- 
teen, if  he  was  well  developed  and  strong 
physically.  Therefore  subsection  3  of 
the  new  clause  met  the  objection  raised 
by  his  hon.  friend.  The  Secretary  of 
State  for  War  not  long  ago  stated 
in  reply  to  a  question  by  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for  the ; 
Forest  of  Dean  that  recruiting  was 
never  better  than  it  was  now.  If  so, 
there  could  not  be  any  objection  to  this 
clause.  In  1905  the  Unionist  Govern- 
ment were  desirous  of  having  a  large  and 
efficient  Army,  and  it  was  found  neces- 
sary to  get  as  many  recruits  as  possible. 
In  order  to  accomplish  that  it  was  con- 
sidered advisable  not  to  have  the  age 
too  high.  At  the  present  moment,  how- 
ever, they  had  a  smaller  Army  because 
they  had  reduced  the  Regulars  by  20,000 
men.  If  the  Army  had  been  reduced 
they  ought  not  to  have  the  same  difficulty 
in  regard  to  recruiting  as  with  a  large 
Army.  It  was  claimed  that  by  making 
the  Army  smaller  they  made  it  more 
efficient.  That  being  so,  he  intended 
to  vote  for  the  clause  proposed  by  his 
hon.  friend.  He  would  be  very  glad  if 
any  hon.  Gentleman  opposite  would 
show  him  where  he  was  wrong.  His 
own  contention  was  that  if  the  Army 
was  reduced,  it  was  not  necessary  to 
take  such  a  large  number  of  recruits. 
He  hoped  his  hon.  friend  would  go  to 
a  division, 

Mr.  MITCHELL-THOMSON  (Lanark- 
flhire,  N.W.)  said  the  arguments  of  his 
hon.  friend  had  not  converted  him  to  the 
support  of  this  clause.  It  was  not 
the  first  occasion  on  which  the  clause 
had  been  moved.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  the  Forest  of  Dean 
and  the  hon.  and  gallant  Member  for  the 
Abercromby  Division  of  Liverpool  in 
past  years  had  been  amongst  its  strongest 
supporters.  He  himself  was  still  open  to 
conviction  on  the  subject,  and  if  those  hon. 
Gentlemen  could  adduce  arguments  to 
convince  him  he  would  be  prepared  to 
reconsider  his  opinion.  He  rose  to  put 
a  specific  point  to  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  War.  It  arose  out  of  some  remarks 
of  his  hon.  friend,  in  regard  to  the  age 
at  which  men  were  sent  to  India.  The 
practice  was  not  to  send  them  to  India 
under  the  age  of  twenty.     That  was  true 


in  regard  to  men,  but  boys  were  sent  to 
India  under  that  age.  Whether  or  not 
there  was  a  physical  disadvantage  in 
that  was  an  open  question.  There  was 
evidence  both  for  and  against  the  prac- 
tice. There  was  a  strong  body  of  evidence 
that  boys  sent  out  did  not  suffer  the 
same  physical  disadvantages  as  yovng 
recruits  did.  There  had  recently  been 
brought  to  his  notice  a  case  of  considerabb 
hardship  which  had  arisen  under  the 
existing  state  of  affairs — the  case  of  boys 
enlisting  from  the  Duke  of  York's  School 
or  the  Royal  Hibernian  Academy  who  hap- 
pened to  enlist  in  a  regiment  at  the  time 
in  India.  They  discovered  that  in  spite 
of  the  existing  regulations  in  regard  to 
boys  not  being  sent  under  twenty  they 
were  liable  to  be  sent  at  once.  What  had 
been  put  to  him  was  that,  at  all  events, 
the  War  Office  should  take  some  steps 
to  warn  the  parents  or  guardians  that 
if  the  boys  did  enlist  in  a  regiment  which 
was  in  India  they  would  incur  this  liability. 
At  present  no  such  warning  was  given. 

♦Sir  CHARLES  DILKE  (Gloucester- 
shire, Forest  of  Dean)  said  the  point 
raised  by  the  hon.  Gentleman  Wcaa  f^ 
very  exceptional  one  for  the  reason  that 
the  Government  of  India  would  net 
receive  the  boys.  They  held  stronj^ 
views  on  the  subject.  He  wanted  to 
know  when  the  House  would  be  in 
possession  of  the  Recruit  ing  Report. 

♦Mr.  HALDANE  said  the  Recruitmg 
Report  would  be  ready  in  a  few  days. 
Comparatively  few  boys  were  sent  out  to 
India.  The  officei-s  were  instructed  to 
tell  the  parents  that  the  regiment  was 
going  to  India,  and  if  there  was  any 
objection  that  was  the  time  to  state  it. 
The  Government  had  considered  the 
matter  with  the  medical  authorities  and 
with  the  Government  of  India.  He 
would  inquire  as  to  whether  anything 
further  could  be  done.  He  thought  this 
debate  had  been  conducted  on  a  mis- 
apprehension. He  agreed  with  the  hon. 
Baronet  opposite  that  the  new  clause  had 
nothing  to  do  with  the  Special  Reserve. 
If  the  Committee  had  seen  the  clause, 
somebody  would  have  drawn  attention  to 
section  190,  sub-section  8  of  the  Army 
Act.  In  that  sub-section  the  expression 
"  Regular  Forces "  was  defined  as 
including  only  those  who  are  "  presently 
under    oi)ligation    to    proceed    abroad." 
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The  Special  Keserve  was  not  presently 
under  that  obligation ;  it  omy  came 
under  that  obligation  on  mobilisation. 
Therefore  the  Special  Reserve  was  ex- 
cluded by  the  Army  Act  from  forming 
part  of  the  Regular  Forces  of  the  Crown. 
When  they  came  to  that  conclusion  the 
controversy  assumed  a  different  com- 
plexion, because  the  motion  of  the  hon. 
Member,  which  ought  to  be  carefully 
considered,  was  to  allow  under  certain 
circumstances  recruiting  for  the  Regular 
Forces  at  an  age  less  than  eighteen.  They 
might  encourage  enlistment  at  a  lower 
age  than  eighteen  in  the  case  of  the 
Militia  and  the  Special  Reserve  for  the 
reason  that  it  was  a  good  thing  for  a 
young  man  of  seventeen  to  get  six 
months  training ;  but  they  did  not  allow 
it  in  the  case  of  Regulars.  Moreover, 
they  had  instructed  the  recruiting  officers 
to  use  their  discretion  in  asking 
for  binh  certificates.  In  many  cases 
they  could  not  get  the  birth  certi- 
ficates, and  if  they  tried  to  enforce  their 
production  they  would  lose  the  recruit. 
In  those  ciisos  the  officers  were  asked  to 
use  their  own  judgment,  as  to  the  age 
of  the  recruit.  He  was  in  sympathy  with 
the  hon.  Baronet's  old  view  on  this 
matter,  and  he  doubted  whether  he  had 
good  reasons  for  altering  his  attitude. 
He  was  certainly  entitled  to  show  that  as 
things  had  improved,  and  as  the  number 
of  soldiers  became  less,  fewer  recruits 
were  required.  But  it  was  not  the  case 
necessarily  that  because  the  number  of 
men  was  smaller  a  smaller  number  of 
recruits  was  required.  They  might  have 
the  three  years  system  still  in  operation. 
In  that  case  the  men  passed  away  from 
the  establishment  of  the  battalion  into 
the  Reserve  more  rapidly  than  they 
would  under  a  longer  system,  and  they 
might  rei|uiro  more  recruits,  although 
there  were  fewer  men.  They  had  still 
the  three  years'  system  in  operation.  It 
was  not  even  at  its  worst ;  it  would  be  at 
its  worst  this  year,  and  then  there  would 
be  a  gradual  improvement.  Fortu- 
nately, recruiting  at  this  moment  was 
very  good.  The  step  proposed  in  this 
clause  should  not  l>e  taken  without  care- 
ful consideration,  and  he  thought  that  if 
it  had  been  realised  that  the  clause  did 
not  touch  the  Special  Reserve  it  would 
not  have  received  so  much  support. 

Mr.  CLAIT^E  HAY  ^Shonnlitoh,  Hox 
ton)    saii   that    the    doKite    was    very  ', 

Mr.  ILihian^, 


interesting,    not    only    on    scconnt   of 
the  speech  of   the    Secretary   of   State 
for  War,  but  also  because  of  the  speeches 
of  other  hon.  Gentlemen.       Those  who 
cared  to  look  into  what  had  passed  in 
Parliament  in  recent  years  would  find 
that   they  had  reached    an    interesting 
juncture.    He  gathered  that   the  Secre- 
tary of  State  opposed  the  clause.     He 
would  like  to  get  an  explanation  why 
a     number    of    the     members    of    the 
Government    had     made      a     complete 
voUe     face     on      the       subject.      The 
first    right    hon.    Gentleman    who    had 
changed    his    opinion    and    had    given 
no  reason  for  doing  so  was  no  less  & 
personage  than   the   Chancellor   of  the 
Exchequer.     On   2nd    April,    1903,   the 
right    hon.    Grentleman    supported    this 
very  clause  when  it  was  moved  by  the 
hon.  and  gallant  Member  for  the  Aber- 
cromby   Division    of   Liverpool.     Other 
Members    of    the    present     Government 
who    supported    the    clause    were     the 
Patronage  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  and 
the  hon.  Mem.ber  for  Halifax.  He  thought 
that  not  only  the  House  of  Commons  but 
the  country  was  entitled  to  know  why, 
when  our  Army  organisation  was  more 
or  less  being  put  in  the  melting  pot, 
members  of  the  Government  had  given 
no  explanation  of  so  complete  a  change 
of  opinion  on  so  vital  a   matter.     He 
thought  the  Secretary  for  War  should 
tell  the  Committee  whether  during  the 
tin»e  he  Wc^s  responsible  for  the  Armv 
he  had  been  unable  to  obtcin  sufficient 
recruits.    Everybody  inside  and  outside 
the  House  of  Commons  had  heard  for 
years  reproaches  that  many  of  the  recruits 
for   the   Army  were   immature  youths, 
and  that  the   Government   should   not 
enlist    such    youths    to    undertake    the 
arduous  work  of  a  soldier.     He  did  not 
think  it  proper  that  responsible  Ministers 
of  the  C^own  should  completely  change 
their  opinion  without  offering   a   word 
of  explanation  to  the  House  of  Conmions ; 
and  nothing  had  fallen  from  the  Secretary 
for  War  which  could  be  held  to  be  a 
pooii  excuse  for  this  extraordinary  change 
in  their  action. 

Colonel  SEELY  said  he  was  still  very 
much  of  the  same  opinon  as  he  was  in  1903, 
viz.,  thit  no  manshould  beenlistedin  the 
Regular  Army  under  the  age  of  eighteen 
years ;    and  that  in  all  leasooable    and 


1453 


Ariny 


1 25  xVtARCH  1908}  {Ammi)Bitl  US4 


practical  ciroumBtanceB  a  birth  certificate 
should  be  obtained.  The  hon.  Member 
would  remember  that,  in  conjunction 
with  Lord  Hugh  Cecil,  a  long  and  arduous 
fight  was  engaged  in  on  this  matter, 
and  thxt  they  finally  compromised  with 
the  then  Secretary  for  War,  to  put  ^n 
certain  words  in  the  clause  enabling  the 
Government  to  enlist  youths  under 
particular  circumstances  at  the  age  of 
seventeen.  They  understood  thit  that 
would  be  accepted,  but  unfortunately, 
there  was  a  misunderstanding  and  Lord 
Hugh  Cecil  was  very  angry  because 
the  words  were  not  inserted.  The  clause 
now  contained  a  provision  that  under 
regulation  the  recruiting  officers  should 
under  certain  circumstances  enlist  youths 
at  the  age  of  seventeen  ;  but  that  the 
men  were  not  to  be  enlisted  as  a  rule  for 
the  Regular  Army  under  the  age  of 
eighteen  and  that  a  birth  certificate  was 
to  be  obtained  if  possible.  He  thought 
he  was  right  in  saying  that  by  passing 
the  clause  proposed  by  the  hon.  and 
gallant  Member  they  would  lose  part 
of  the  ground  which  they  already  occu- 
pied, because  they  would  open  the  door 
for  recruiting  men  at  a  lower  age  than 
now.  If  that  were  so,  he  would  un- 
hesitatingly vote  against  ths  clause 
which  would  undo  part  of  the  work  in 
which  he  had  taken  a  humble  part  in 
getting  rid  of  the  possibility  of  enlisting 
boys  of  sixteen  and  seventeen  years  of  age. 

Captain  FABER  (Hampshire,  And- 
over)  said  he  associated  himself  with 
what  had  fallen  from  his  hon.  and  gallant 
friend  near  him,  but  not  quite  on  the 
same  grounds.  He  did  not  disapprove 
of  recruits  being  taken  at  the  age  of 
seventeen,  for  he  would  like  to  see 
every  boy  in  the  country  have  military 
training,  and  the  earlier  they  came  into 
the  Army  the  sooner  they  would  learn 
their  exercises,  and  the  sooner  would 
their  physique  be  improved.  He  would 
be  very  glad  to  hear  from  the  Secretary 
for  War  whether  he  thought  the  part 
of  the  clause  referring  to  the  production 
of  a  birth  certificate  would  or  would  not 
be  a  dead  letter.  He  thought  that  that 
part  of  the  clause  should  be  left  out, 
because  he  could  not  see  how  men  of  that 
class  who  joined  the  Army  could  at  the 
age  of  eighteen  produce  a  birth  certifi- 


cate ;    and  to  insist  upon  it  he  believed 
would  hurt  recruiting. 


Captain  CRAIG  (Djwn,  E.)  said  that 
the  Secretary  for  War  ought  to  have 
made  an  effort  to  circulate  the  Reports 
on  recruiting  before  this  Bill  came  on 
for  discussion.  The  hon.  and  gallant 
Member  for  Abercromby  had  that  day 
performed  one  of  the  somersaults  with 
which  they  were  getting  familiar  on  the 
Radical  benches.  He  thought  the  hon. 
and  gallant  Member  ought  to  have  stood 
up  manfully  for  an  Amendment  which 
he  himself  had  proposed  in  an  impassioned 
speech  in  1903,  when  Member  for  the 
Isle  of  Wight.  Now  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Gentleman,  when  Member  for  Aber- 
cromby Division  of  Liverpool,  confessed 
his  error  and  said  that  he  was  formerly 
entirely  wrong.  He  did  not  think  that 
the  hon.  and  gallant  Gt^ntleman's  re- 
marks could  bear  any  great  weight.  The 
Mover  of  the  Amendment  had  made  a 
statement  in  its  support  which  fell 
something  short  of  what  should  have 
been  said  in  order  to  impress  on  the 
Secretary  for  War  the  importance  of 
putting  into  actual  words  which 
the  right  hon.  Grentleman  admitted 
should  be  in  the  Army  Annual  Act. 
Nobody  for  a  moment  believed  that 
the  clause  as  it  stood  would  carry  out 
to  the  letter  what  his  hon.  and 
gallant  friend  wanted.  What  objection 
had  the  Secretary  for  War  to  put  into 
the  Army  Annual  Act  that  which 
would  give  great  satisfaction  on 
that  side  of  the  House  and  would 
not  hurt  recruiting  ?  Hon.  Members 
opposite  did  not  take  any  interest  in 
the  Army  except  to  move  a  reduction 
of  10,000  men  on  economical  grounds. 
But  surely  it  would  be  economising  to 
adopt  this  Resolution.  Instead  of  having 
recruiting  under  the  age  which  the 
Secretary  for  War  and  his  advisers 
thought  was  the  proper  age  for 
recruits  for  service  abroad,  it  would 
secure  that  only  good  men  were  put 
on  the  strength  of  the  Army.  The 
Secretary  for  War  had  shown  very  good 
grounds  for  accepting  the  Amend- 
ment, and  during  nine-tenths  of  his 
speech  he  thought  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  intended  to  accept  the  clause 
moved  byjhis  hon.  and  gallatit  friend 
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and  embody  it  in  the  Bill.     But  at  the 
last  moment  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
jumped  , the  traces  and  went  the  other 
w.iy.     A    very    valuable    eolunm     had 
been  added  to  the  recruiting  Returns, 
n'hich  said  that  the  Secretary  for  War 
wjuld  have  to  lay  on  the  Table  of  the 
House  a  return  of  the  number  of  men 
recruited  under  the  age  of  eighteen.     At 
present  the  returns  did  not  show  how 
many  of  that  age  were  recruited  to  the 
strength    of    the    Regular    Army,  and 
the  inforniatiom   would  be  invaluable. 
The     fact    remained    that    they   were 
living    in    a    fool's  paradise  so   far   as 
the    young     recruits     were     concerneiL 
because      up      till      now     no     returns 
had     been     presentetl     to    the    House 
showing  how  many  young  men  under  th(» 
prescribeci  age  had  been  actually  rccruite<-. 
If  the  clause  now  suggested  were  passed  j 
tluit  information  would  be  readily  ob-  j 
tainable  by  every  Member  of  the  House.  ! 
and  he  thought  they  were  discussing  the  : 
matter  very  much  in  the  dark  in  not  ; 
knowing  definitely  what  the  number  of  . 
^hese  men  was.     He  would  therefore  ask 
tie  Secretary  of  State  for  AVar  if  he  hi.d 
any  information  to  give  thorn,  or  could 
let  them  have  an  approximate  ido:i  of 
how  numy  men  were  affected  by  matters 
standing  as  they  were.     Surely  when  i^ 
new    clause    of    this     sort    was    moved 
it  would  be  worth  the  while  of  some  of  the 
n-.uuennis  advisers  which  the  right  hon. 
iientleman  had  at  Ixis  command  to  give 
him  a  rough  estimate  of  how  many  men 
\ver\»   reconled    as  being  enlisted    under 
the    age     of     eiizhteen      under    special 
i'in*umstanv*es.     His    hon.     and     gallant 
f-iond  hadsugiiestodihatit  would  t-e  very 
inten^stiui:  to  know  in  lunv  many  case?, 
duriiis:  the  p:».st   year,   birth  rcrtitii-atc- 
won*  available  for  those  under  tl;e  aiie  of 
eighteen.     It  they  had  some  statisTivS  oi 
that  sort  he  thought  thos<*  wlio  diffCiTed 
inmi  them   would,   like   theiuselves.    Ve 
put  into  a  mort^  advautacev^us  Tvsirio:. 
ioT    apprv^achiug    this    thori.y     subject. 
Both  those  who  weri*  omvse.l  to  h.iviy.s:  a 
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li!uit    of   eisihtee:;    ve: 


iM'.'.vsed    ui\>v. 


nvr.uts  ar.d  thv^se  who  wouM  :;ke 
to  stv  a  riiiid  1:::.::  draw:,  wou-d, 
ur.der  this  vlause  have  the  whole  ivsitior. 


Ivf, 


on* 


rh.Mv 


The    ^^h^^*.o 


\*  :;:v :; 


hev    nv.soxi  av.d   ^\*:;'.v: 


ru4 


■.»:!;:    hor..   Viey.:.c::-. 
the    f.^c:    that    who: 


;  r«iv'  esvayovi  ir.e 
s  a::e:;:;oi;  was 
vov.v.j:    mo:*,  wew 


not  taken  for  the  Regular  Army 
they  could  be  taken  for  the  Ifilitia  and 
other  Forces,  so  that  really  deserving 
young  men  of  proper  military  spirit  who 
were  desirous  of  serving  their  country 
were  not  in  any  way  shut  out.  He  wa.^ 
sure  that  it  was  not  the  intention  in  any 
degree  of  his  hon.  and  gallant  friend  to 
prevent  any  recruit  from  serving  his 
country  in  any  branch  of  the  Service  h* 
might  choose.  If  that  had  been  the  idea 
of  the  Amendment,  he  would  have  been 
the  first  to  oppose  it,  but  he  knew  that 
the  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  took  a 
great  interest  in  the  recruiting  of  the 
Army;  his  idea  was  that  the  country 
feared  that  the  Army  was  not 
composed  exactly  of  the  class  of  men 
they  should  get,  and  that  consequently 
proper  precautious  shoidd  be  taken  that 
boys  were  not  sent  abroad  befon' 
they  were  fit  for  duty.  He  really  thought 
that  as  the  question  affected  the  very 
foundations  of  the  Army,  they  might 
have  had  a  little  more  interest  displayed 
in  it  upon  the  Radical  benches.  They 
were  talking  now  not  in  the  middle  of  the 
night,  but  in  the  middle  of  the  day  when 
every  one  was  fresh.  But  it  was  the  old 
story.  Hon.  Members  opposite  were 
never  present  when  it  was  a  question  of 
strengthening  the  Forces  of  the  Crown 
but  only  when  it  was  desired  to  reduce 
tliem.  AMien,  however,  they  were  seek- 
ing to  maintain  the  Army  at  its  highest 
level  it  was  interesting  to  observe  that 
there  were  only  five  Members  of  the 
Radical  Party  who  wished  to  take  part 
in  the  debate. 

Mr.  ASHLEY  thought  there  wis 
some  misapprehension  as  to  the  reason 
why  he  moved  this  new  clause.  He 
lid  not  attich  any  great  or  lastine 
import ;uice  to  the  e3cactageof  eighteen <r 
v.ii.etoen.  but  his  object  was  to  endeavcur 
r.^  ensure  th\t  every  recruit  enlisted  in 
iiis  Majesty^s  forces  should  ba  of  efficieut 
vhvsiqiie  and  likely  to  pay  for  his  train- 
i:.s:  i-.r.d  to  be  able  to  defend  \A> 
V '.;!.- ry.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  had 
>  ;:.i  thriT  he  had  made  great  efforts  in 
J. e vising  pnctioal  improvements^  and  he 
.v;.>  viuite  willing  to  admit  that  certiin 
.iv.i^rovements  had  been  msde.  The 
rich:  hoi:.  Gentleman  had  indeed  toU 
everv  t^cniiting  officer  that  be  shosUt 
i:  iv^ib\\  cet  a  Inrth  oeitificate  fioB 
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every  man  to  prove  that  he  was  eighteen 
years  of  age.  So  far  so  good,  but  they 
were  no  better  off.  Supposing  a  man 
said  he  had  not  his  certificate  with  him, 
he  might  be  sixteen  or  seventeen  or  any 
age.  They  had  no  opportunity  of  pinning 
him  down,  but  'under  this  new  clause  a 
man  would  be  obliged,  if  possible,  to 
bring  forward  his  birth  certificate.  If 
he  could  not  do  so,  that  was  where 
the  new  clause  would  come  in  over  the 
present  system,  because  the  recruiting 
officer  would  have  to  satisfy  himself 
that  in  weight,  height,  and  measurement 
the  recruit  was  of  sufficient  physique 
for  His  Majesty's  forces.  It  would 
not  be  sufficient  that  a  recruit  should 
state  he  was  eighteen  years  of  age; 
he  would  have  to  satisfy  these  medical 
requirements,  and  what  was  of  more  im- 
portance a  report  would  have  to  be 
mide  by  this  officer;  the  War  Office 
would  have  to  put  on  the  Table  a  Return 
showing  the  number  of  men  who  were 
enlisted  of  this  type,  and  whether  an 
undue  number  of  them  were  entering 
the  Army. 

Mr.  hunt  (Shropshire,  Ludlow) 
asked  whether  it  was  the  fact  or  not 
that  if  recruiting  was  difficult  youths 
could  be  recruited  at  seventeen  years 
of  age.  It  appeared  to  him  that  our 
Army  was  very  small  and  particularly 
smaller  than  it  was  formerly,  and  at 
all  events  we  ought  to  have  recruits 
who  were  up  to  a  proper  standard. 
They  walked  about  in  towns  and  saw 
very  youthful  and  small  people  dressed 
up  in  His  Majesty's  uniform.  He  did 
not  say  they  were  absolutely  infants, 
but  they  ought  to  be  at  school.  But 
these   youths    would    be  of   no   use    at 


all  in  case  of  ]¥ar;  they  would  not 
be  able  to  stand  the  hard  work 
of  campaigning.  Unquestionably  they 
wanted  "  an  old  dog  for  a  hard  road," 
and  these  young  men  could  not  until 
they  reached  a  certain  age  endure  the 
hardships  of  war.  The  country,  there- 
fore, would  only  waste  money  upon  them 
if  they  were  of  this  very  youthful  age. 
For  the  purpose  for  which  they  were 
wanted  they  were  of  no  use,  as  even  at 
twenty  years  of  age  a  man  could  not  stand 
a  campaifi^n.  It  was  shown  in  the  South 
African  War  that  a  man  of  far  greater 
age  could  do  harder  work  and  was  much 
less  liable  to  go  sick  than  were  the 
younger  men,  and  even  at  forty  the  men 
had  stood  it  better  than  the  "  young  'uns.' ' 
He  hoped  the  right  .hon.  Gentleman 
would  tell  them  whether  he  was  going 
to  keep  up  the  rule  that  recruiting 
officers,  to  the  best  of  their  ability,  should 
not  take  men  under  eighteen  years  of 
age. 

Mr.  HALDANE  assented. 

Sir  F.  BANBURY  said  he  quite  agreed 
that  they  should  not  take  young  men 
in  the  Army,  because  they  were  limited 
to  a  certain  number.  If  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  would  extend  the  numbers 
and  say  450,000  he  would  certainly  vote 
for  siicteen  instead  of  eighteen.  As  it 
was  he  supposed  he  should  have  to  vote 
with  his  hon.  and  gallant  friend  for  his 
new  clause. 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided  :— Ayes,^  67 ; 
Noes,  241.    (Division  List  No.  5^jr 
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Kekewich,  Sir  George 

Lambert,  George 

Lament,  Norman 

Layland-Barratt,  Francis 

Lea,  Hugh  Oeoil  (St.Pancras,£ 

Lehmann,  R.  C. 

Levy,  Sir  Maurice 

Lewis,  John  Herbert 

Lloyd-George,  Bt.  Hon.  David 

Lough,  Thomas 

Luttrell,  Hugh  Fownes 

Lyell,  Charles  Henry 

Lynch,  H.  B. 

Macdonald*  J.  R.  (Leicester) 

Macdonald,  J.  M.(Falkirk  Bglu 

Maclean,  Donald 

Macnamara,  Dr.  Thomas  J. 

Macpherson,  J.  T. 

M'Callun,  John  K. 

M*Crae,  George 

McLaren,  H.  D.  (Stafford,  W.) 

M'Micking,  Major  G 

Maddison,  Frederick 

Mallet,  Charles  £ 

Manfield,  Harry  (Korthants) 

Markham,  Arthur  Basil 

MarksyG.  Croydon  (Lauieeston 

Mamham,  F.  J. 

Mason,  A.  £.  W.  (Coventry) 

Masterman,  C.  F.  G. 

Menzies,  Walter 

Micklem,  Nathaniel 

Middlebrook,  William 

Mond«  A. 

Money,  L.  G.  Chiona 

Montagn,  E.  8. 

Mone,L.L. 

Morton,  Alphens  Cleophas 

Murray,  James 

Myer,  Horatio 

Napier,  T.  B. 

Nicholls,  George 

Nicho]8on,CharlesN.(DoncaBt'r 

Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  William 

NuBsey,  Thomas  Willans 

NattalUHany 

0*Grady,  J. 

Parker,  James  (Halifiaz) 

Partington,  Oswald 

Pearce,  Bobert  (Staffs,  Leek) 

Pearre,  WilHam  (Limelwase) 

Pearson,  W.H  M.  (Soffd^Eye 

Piekengill,  Edward  Hare 

Pirie,  IKincan  V. 

Price.  C.  Edinb*^  (Osntial) 

Radford,  G.  H. 

Rees,J.  D. 

Kendall,  Athebtaa 

RichanUT.F.(WolTerii'mpt*ii ) 

Rioharison,  A. 
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Roberts,  G.  H.  (Norwich) 

Roberts,  John  H.  (Denbighs.) 

Robertson,  Rt.  Hn.  £. (Dundee) 

Robertson,  J.  M.  (Tyneside) 

Robinson,  S. 

Robson,  SirWilliam  Snowdon 

Roe,  Sir  Thomas 

Rogers,  F.  E.  Newman 

Rowlands,  J. 

Runciman,  Walter 

Russell,  T.  W. 

Rutherford,  V.  H.  (Brentford) 

Samuel,  Herbert  L.  (Cleveland 

Schwann.Sir  C.E.  (Manchester 

Seott,A.H.(A8hton  under  Lyne 

Scars,  J.  E. 

Seavems,  J.  H. 

Seddon,  J. 

Shaw,  Charles  Edw.  (Stafford) 

Shaw,  Rt.  Hon.  T.  (Hawick,  B.) 

Silcock,  Thomas  Ball 

Sinclair,  Rt.  Hon.  John 


Smeaton,  Donald  Mackenzie 

Soafes,  Ernest  J. 

Stanley,Hn.  A.  Lyulph  (Chesh.) 

Stewart,  Halley  (Greenock) 

Straus,  B.  S.  (Mile  End) 

Strauss,  E.  A.  (Abingdon) 

Summerbell,  T. 

Taylor,  Theodore  C.  (Radcliff 

Tennant,  H.  J.  (Berwickshire) 

Thomas,  Sir  A.  (Glamorgan,  £. 

Thomas,David Alfred  (Merthyr 

Thomasson,  Franklin 

Tomkiiison,  James 

Torrance,  Sir  A.  M. 

Toulmin,  George 

Villiers,  Ernest  Amherst 

Vivian,  Henry 

Walsh,  Stephen 

Walters,  John  Tudor 

Walton,  Joseph 

Waring,  Walter 

Wason,  John  Cathcart  (Orkney 


Waterlow,  D.  S. 
Watt,  Henry  A. 
Whitbread,  Howard 
White,  Sir  George  (Norfolk) 
White,  J.  D.  (Dumbartonshire) 
White,  Luke  (York,  E.  R.) 
Whitehead,  Rowland 
Whitley,  John  Henry  (Halif ai 
Whittaker,  Sir  Thomas  Palmer 
Wiles,  Thomas 
Williams,  J.  (Glamorgan) 
Williams.  Osmond  (Merioneth) 
Wilson,  Hon.  G.  G.  (Hull,  W.) 
Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Mid) 
Wilson,  P.  W.  (St.  Pancras,  S. ) 
Wilson,  W.  T.  (Westhoughton) 
Winfrey,  R. 

Tellers  poe  the  Noes — ^Mr. 
Whiteley  and  Mr.  J.  A. 
Pease. 


*Mr.  ASHLEY  moved  a  new  clause 
amending  Section  42  by  substituting  the 
words  "Chief  of  the  General  Staff" 
for  the  words  "  Commander-in-Chief." 
The  officer  who  unhappily  had  reason  to 
make  a  complaint  against  his  command- 
ing officer  was  in  the  clause  told  to  make 
it  to  the  Commander-in-Chief,  a  person 
who  had  been  abolished  for  some  years. 
Therefore  they  had  to  consider  what 
authority  should  be  substituted.  Two 
authorities  could  be  substituted,  the  Army 
Council  who  in  practice  did  deal  with 
these  complaints  or  an  individual  member 
of  that  Council.  So  long  as  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  held  his  office  he  would 
be  pleased  to  move  that  he  should  be  the 
proper  official  to  whom  complaint  should 
be  made,  but  he  could  quite  see  that  it 
might  be  impossible  for  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  or  any  other  Minister  to  take 
that  duty  upon  himself.  They  had, 
therefore,  to  consider  what  authority 
should  take  the  place  of  the  defunct 
Commander-in-Chief  so  as  to  receive 
complaints.  He  himself  preferred  that 
complaint  should  be  made  to  an  indivi- 
dual rather  than  to  a  body  like  the  Army 
Council,  because  he  would  be  able  in  all 
probability  to  give  more  attention  to  it. 
It  was  under  these  circumstances  that  he 
begged  to  move. 

New  Clause — 

"  Amendment  of  Army  Act,  1881,  Section  42, 
by  snbBtituting  *  Chief  of  the  General  Staff' 
for  *  Commander-inaChief."* — {Mr.  Ashley,) 

Brought  up,  and  read  the  first  time. 


Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  Clause  be  read  a  second 
time." 

Viscount  CASTLEREAGH  (Maidstone) 
thought  that  as  the  Amendment  was  of 
an  important  character  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  would  do  well  to  consider  it. 
He  certainly  hoped  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man would  see  the  way  to  accept  it, 
because  since  the  article  was  framed  the 
Commander-in-Chief  had  ceased  to  exist. 
His  hon.  friend  had  left  the  matter 
rather  open  in  his  Amendment  as  to 
whether  complaint  should  be  made  to 
the  Army  Council  or  an  individual 
member  of  the  Council.  He  himself 
was  in  favour  of  sending  the  com- 
plaint to  the  Army  Council  rather 
than  to  one  officer.  He  supported  the 
Amendment. 

Mr.  HALDANE  said  it  was  quite 
right  that  this  question  should  be  raised 
in  order  that  the  mind  of  the  House 
might  be  set  at  rest.  His  objections 
to  accepting  the  Amendment  were  two, 
first,  that  it  was  not  necessary,  and 
secondly,  that  the  case  had  already  been 
provided  for.  The  position  of  Com- 
mander-in-Chief having  been  abolished, 
provision  had  been  made  for  this  very 
case.  An  Order  in  Council  was  passed 
in  1904,  which  provided  that  all  the 
powers  of  the  Commander-in-Chief  other 
than  statutory  powers  should  rest  in  the 
Army  Council.  This  was  a  statutory 
power,  but  that  did  not  matter,  because. 
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Mr.  HALDANE  said  it  was  very  diffi- 
'  ulr  to  r:ori.^ider  this  as  a  drafting  Amend- 
rnf:nt.  .He  was  in  this  position  :  he  had 
ru:ver  neen  the  Amendment  until  five 
minutes  a<£0.  It  had  not  been  put  upon 
tlu!  PafKir,  and  it  was  impossible  for 
hirri  to  drive  a  steel  ram  rod  into  a 
dflicatf!  piece  of  mechanism.  He  must 
con.nirler  what  he  was  doing;  he  must 
cf insider  the  words  before  he  could 
poMsihly  asHcnt  to  them;  it  was  much 
licttfT  tluit  the  matter  should  be  dealt 
-'ilh  in  the  Hill  which  he  had  promised 
to  introduce  before  long,  and  which  would 
den  I  with  all  these  subjects. 

Mk.  LAMBTON  said  the  right  hon. 
(uMitloiimu*8  explanation  was  not  suffi- 
riont.  Ho  talked  of  driving  a  steel  ram 
rod  into  a  delicate  piece  of  mechanism. 
tuit  \w  was  employ in^r  words  which  were 
uitiMly  unintollipblo  to  any  officer.  If 
no  Comma udor-in-Chief  existed  now.  hov 
on  oarth  was  application  to  be  made  to 
liMu  to  ol>tain  justice  ?  It  was  a  DRiHy 
\?c.por!ar.t  luattor.  He  was  suw  rkjtf 
•.  !;♦•  vcl-.r  ho::.  In*::: Ionian  in  five  minares 
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The  right  hon.  Gentleman  said  with  truth 
that  the  punishments  which  were  in- 
flicted by  the  Commander-in-Chief  had 
been  transferred  to  the  Army  Council. 
They  had  one  definition  of  the  word 
"  Commander-in-Chief "  for  the  pur- 
poses of  this  section ;  but  later  in  the 
Act  there  was  another  section  which 
defined  it  as  meaning :  "  The  Field- 
Marshal  or  other  officer,  or  the  Com- 
mander-in-Chief of  the  forces  for  the  time 
being."  Why  put  in  the  Act  the  des- 
cription of  a  person  who  had  no  exis- 
tence, and  why  in  another  part  of  the 
Act  give  a  different  definition,  which 
under  the  existing  state  of  things  could 
have  no  meaning  ?  From  the  point  of 
view  of  drafting  he  thought  that  the 
Amendment  was  well  worth  considera- 
tion. 

Mr.  HALDANE  :  I  have  promised 
to  bring  in  a  Bill. 

Earl  WINTERTON  (Sussex,  Hor- 
sham) said  it  seemed  to  him  most  impor- 
tant that  the  Bill  in  which  was  eontained 
the  whole  of  the  regulations  for  the 
governance  of  the  Army  those  reg<ilations 
should  be  set  out  clearly,  so  that  every 
soldier  could  read  and  understand  them. 
This  clause  was  one  of  the  most  important 
of  the  whole  Bill,  and  where  it  was  a 
question  of  complaints  by  officers  of  their 
treatment,  or  with  regard  to  the  conduct 
of  their  commanding  officers,  it  was  really 
important  that  the  law  should  be  quite 
clear,  so  that  an  officer  who  was  anxious 
to  make  a  complaint  should  know 
to  whom  he  was  to  address  it.  The 
specific  point  on  which  he  wished  to  ask 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  a  question, 
was  whether  the  commanding  officer 
would  be  given  instructions  that  the 
Act  should  be  read  or  placed  in  a  position 
where  it  could  easily  be  read  by  the 
regiment,  and  where  it  would  be  seen 
that  the  authority  to  whom  power  was 
delegated  was  the  Army  Council  and 
not  the  Commander-in-Chief.  It  was 
important  that  that  should  be  made 
clear  :  otherwise,  a  man  who  wished  to 
make' a  complaint  would  not  know  to 
whom  he  was  to  make  it.  The  House 
might  be  aware  of  the  different 
alterations  that  have  been  made  in  the 
Army  during  the  last  three  years,  but 
they  were  not  so  obvious  to  the  mei 
or  the  officers  of  the    Army.     Having 


regard  to  the  importance  of  the  matter 
and  to  the  very  large  amount  of  dirty 
linen  which  had  been  recently  washed 
in  public,  it  should  be  clearly  laid  down 
who  was  the  authority  to  whom  the 
powers  of  the  Commander-in-Chief  had 
been  delegated. 

Mr.  CLAUDE  HAY  said  it  should  be 
made  clear  to  the  Secretary  of  State, 
first  of  all,  that  things  were  in  a  des- 
perately muddled  condition  so  far  as  the 
wording  of  the  clause  was  concerned. 
Secondly,  they  were  asked  to  spend  a 
part  of  that  afternoon  to  turn  that  muddle 
into  law.  Personally,  he  objected  to 
that  process.  When  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  complained  that  he  had  not 
had  time  to  see  the  Amendment  his  com- 
plaint would  not  hold  water,  because 
if  he  had  chosen  he  could  have  given 
adequate  notice  of  the  later  stage  of  the 
Bill  and  his  hon.  friend  would  have  put 
down  a  new  clause.  If  there  was  any 
difficulty  in  dealing  with  the  matter,  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  only  himself 
to  thank.  Why  could  not  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  at  this  stage  of  the  Bill  under- 
take to  provide  words  which  any  man 
who  read  them  could  understand  ?  The 
difficulty  appeared  to  be  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  and  his  colleagues 
had  not  thought  it  worth  while  to  put  thei  r 
proposals  before  the  House  in  a  straight- 
forward or  businesslike  •  manner* 

Captain  CRAIG:  said  the  Govern- 
ment proposed  to  make  the  altera- 
tion by  a  Bill  which  was  to  be 
brought  in,  but  the  alteration  would  not 
appear  in  the  Army  Act,  and  it  was  that 
point  which  they  were  endeavouring  to 
impress  upon  the  right  hon.  Gentleman. 
He  would  venture  to  make  a  suggestion 
which  he  thought  would  meet  with  the 
approval  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
and  his  hon.  friend  opposite,  and  would 
give  time  for  this  matter  to  be  more  fully 
considered,  while  it  would  render  more 
clear  the  Army  Act,  which  was  in  the 
hands  of  every  soldier  of  His  Majesty's 
!  forves.  He  suggested  that  it  would 
meet  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  ob- 
jection and  also  that  of  his  hon.  friend 
opposite,  if  he  were  to  insert  in  Sub- 
section 3  of  Clause  190  words  ^ex- 
plaining that  the  expression  **  Com- 
mander-in-Chief "  meant "  Army  Council " 
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ihHthUfl  of  tbc  present  "Field-Marshal 
or  other  officer  of  His  Majesty  com- 
mandifig  the  forces  for  the  time  being." 
He  would  (!U«?ge»t  the  withdrawal  of 
the  Arnendtnent  on  an  undertaking 
by  the  Secretary  of  State  to  that 
effect.  It  would  simplify  matters 
very  much  and  allow  them  to  get 
on  with  the  work  of  the  Committee. 
^Hherwise  he  thought  a  great  wrong 
would  \}e  done  to  those  who  were  desirous 
of  having  the  Army  Act  in  their  hands. 
Any  Hill  that  might  \)e  passed  l?ter  on 
would  never  reach  the  hands  of  officers, 
let  alone  the  men,  to  all  intents  and 
purposes  for  a  whole  year,  and  the  Army 
Act  would  become  obsolete  on  the  very 
day  they  put  it  into  point. 

♦Thk  chairman  :  The  question  is 
whether  the  clause  shall  be  read  a 
S(K;ond  time,  and  the  hon.  Member  is 
not  speaking  to  that. 

♦Mr.  ASHLEY  said  he  would  be  willing 
to  withdraw  with  a  view  to  substituting 
the  Army  Council  for  the  Chief  of  the 
General  StaflF.  But  he  could  see 
no  valid  reason  why  the  Amendment 
should  not  be  accepted. 

TiOP^  BAIiCARRES  said  one  wondered 
why  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  should 
not  amend  the  Bill  rather  than 
propose  to  introduce  fresh  legislation. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  said  it 
had  to  bo  introduced.  The  matter 
had  boon  hanging  for  two  years 
at  least,  perhaps  three.  He  was 
not  cort^iin  that  the  Party  to  which  he 
belonged  had  not  delayed  it  for  at  least 
twelve  months.  The  proposal  to  transfer 
by  liill  the  statutory  powers  vested  in 
the  Commander-in-Chief  to  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  War  involved  questions  of 
the  constitution  of  the  Army  Council. 
With  all  respect  to  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man he  must  tell  him  that  the  Army 
Council  and  its  constitution  was  not  a 
matter  which  was  in  the  ordinary  sense 
of  the  term  non-controversial.  Very 
large  questions  were  raised,  and  he 
thought  the  events  of  the  last  week  or 
two  in  which  the  Army  Council  as  an 
entity  had  been  split  up  into  two,  three, 
or  four  individual  subordinate  entities, 
where  the  opinion  of  one  member  of 

Captain  Craig. 


the  Army  Coimcil  wms  qaateA  agunst 
the  opinions  of  others^  nuide  the  whole 
question  of  its  ccmstitiition  one  of  very 
considerable  importuioe,  and  no  Bill 
amending  it  could  pass  the  House 
sub  sileniio.  The  right  hon.  (Sentleman 
in  a  purely  incidental  phrase  had  said 
that  in  addition  to  transferring  the 
powers  of  the  Army  Council,  which  had 
hitherto  been  vested  in  the  Commanda- 
in-Chief,  another  object  was  to  be  served 
By  that  BilL  He  did  not  want  to  antki- 
pate  discussion  on  the  new  Bill,  but  he 
thought  it  was  probably  material  to 
this  point,  as  the  Bill  had  to  deal  with 
the  Act  they  were  now  discussing,  that 
,  they  should  know  what  that  other  point 
was.  It  might  also,  like  the  amend- 
^  ment  of  the  Commander  -  in  -  Chiefs 
:  functions  and  privileges,  deal  with  some- 
!  thing  under  the  Army  Act.  Perhaps  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  would  tell  them 
I  when  the  Bill  was  going  to  be  introduced. 
•  He  did  not  wish  to  labour  the  point 
fuither,  but  anything  further  dealing 
with  the  constitution  of  the  Army  Ooondl 
was  of  considerable  importance,  and 
would,  he  thought,  require  some 
scrutiny  by  Members  of  the  House  if  it 
was  allowed  to  pass  at  all. 

*SiR  CHARLES  DILKE  (Gloucester. 
shire.  Forest  of  Dean)  said  that  if  the 
intention  was  to  re-introduce  the  Army 
Council  Bill  which  was  prepared  at  the 
time  of  the  creation  of  the  Army  Council 
by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  Croydon,  he  should  offer  strong 
opposition  to  it.  They  would  be  out 
of  order  in  discussing  the  details  of 
the  Bill  on  this  occasion,  but  it  raised 
constitutional  issues. 

*Mr.  CARLILE  (Hertfordshire,  St. 
Albans)  said  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had 
told  them  that  all  this  was  going  to  be 
put  in  order  in  a  subsequent  Bill,  but  he 
could  not  tell  them  when  the  Bill  was 
going  to  be  introduced. 

*The  chairman  :  We  have  really 
nothing  to  do  with  the  BilL  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  has  mentioned  that  he 
is  going  to  introduce  a  Bill  to  deal  with 
this  question,  but  we  cannot  go  on  dis- 
cussing it.  The  only  question  before  us 
is  whether  this  ^clause  is  to  be  read  a 
second  time. 
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Mr.  CARLILE  hoped  it  would 
not  be  read  a  second  time  in  its 
present  condition.  It  was  a  very  un- 
desirable thing  that  officers  in  His 
Majesty's  service  should  be  referred  by 
the  Army  Bill,  if  they  wanted  any  of 
their  wrongs  righted,  not  merely  to  a 
nebulous  person  not  having  such  sub- 
stance even  as  a  nebulous  body  had, 
but  to  a  person  who  had  no  existence  at 
all.  They  could  not  understand  why  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  hesitated  to  accept 
this  or  some  other  Amendment  which 
would  really  embody  in  flesh  and  blood 
some  individual  to  whom  these  persons 
suflFering  wrong  might  have  the  oppor- 
tunity of  appealing.  If  he  would  put  the 
Adjutant-General  in  he  had  no  doubt  that 
his  hon.  friend  would  accept  that  Amend- 
ment, or  the  Army  Council  if  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  did  not  wish  to  fix  the 
matter  any  nearer.  But  it  was  an  in- 
conceivable thing  that  they  should  be 
asked  at  that  hour  of  the  day  to  pass  a 
Bill  containing  such  a  provision  as 
that ;  it  was  ridiculous  on  the  very  face  of 
it.  What  other  Department  of  the  State 
would  submit  to  such  a  thing  ?  Since  it 
had  been  his  privilege  to  be  in  Parliament 
he  never  remembered  any  Secretary  of 
State  coming  to  the  House  and  telling 
them  to  pass  such  a  ridiculous  provision 
on  the  ground  that  in  the  distant 
future  some  other  legislation  was  to  take 
place.  They  were  there  to  deal  with 
business.  Why  they  should  not  deal 
with  it  in  a  businesslike  way  while  they 
had  their  hand  to  it,  passed  the  wit  of 
man  to  conceive.  He  therefore  hoped 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would  make  the 
matter  definite  and  clear,  so  that  those  to 
whom  they  were  much  beholden  for  their 
devotion  to  their  service  on  behalf  of  their 
King  and  country  might  at  any  rate  feel 
that  there  was  a  Court  of  Appeal  to  whom 
they  could  go,  and  not  to  a  supposed  in- 
dividual having  no  existence,  and  placed 
in  this  Bill  merely  because  the  right  hon. 
Grentleman  would  not  accept  a  most 
practical  Amendment.  If  he  would  ac- 
cept the  Adjutant-General  perhaps  that 
would  meet  the  difficulty.  Anyhow  it 
seemed  a  preposterous  thing  that  they 
should  be  called  upon  to  pass  the 
measure  in  its  present  form  and  he  hoped 
^tiis  hon.  friend  would  go  to  a  division  un- 
less he  got  some  satisfactory  assurance 


that  this  manifest  abuse  of  the  position  of 
officers  in  the  Army  was  not  to  be  allowed 
to  obtain. 

Mr.  T.  L.  CORBETT  said  it  had 
been  pointed  out  that  they  had 
a  long  and  laborious  task  before  them, 
and  it  was  very  much  better  that  he 
should  confine  himself  as  briefly  as 
possible  to  one  or  two  points  instead 
of  enlarging  upon  a  number  of  questions 
which  had  been  raised.  They  had  an 
enormous  number  of  clauses  to  get 
through.  He  wanted  to  ask  the  Minister 
for  War  whether  it  was  a  fair  thing  to  put 
them  off  what  he  admitted  to  be  on  the 
whole  a  reasonable  and  fair  Amendment 
by  the  promise  of  future  legislation, 
when  he  had  already  been  warned  that 
the  very  Bill  he  proposed  to  introduce 
would  be  strenuously  opposed  by  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for  the 
Forest  of  Dean.  What  after  all  was  the 
proposal  made  ?  There  either  was  to 
be  a  real  appeal  or  there  was  to  be  no 
appeal.  At  present  there  was  absolutely 
no  appeal  except  to  this  unembodied 
nebulosity.  There  was  no  Commander- 
in-Chief,  therefore  the  appeal  must  either 
be  made  to  the  Army  Council  or  to  the 
Chief  of  the  Staff.  Did  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  say  he  had  not  read  the  Bill, 
that  he  had  not  considered  where  the 
appeal  was  to  be  made,  that  he  did  not 
Imow  perfectly  well  that  there  was  now 
no  Commander-in-Chief  except  himself 
— a  very  able  one?  His  hon.  friend 
was  prepared  to  accept  him  as  an  arbiter, 
to  accept  the  Chief  of  the  Staff  or  the 
Army  Council,  and  to  yield  to  any  fair 
arrangement  in  the  wording  of  his  Amend- 
ment which  would  appeal  to  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman.  But  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  like  the  Chief  Secretary  for 
Ireland  was  prepared  to  bang  the  box 
and  say  he  would  do  nothing  until  he 
introduced  a  little  later  on  some  un- 
known Bill  which  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  the  Forest  of  Dean 
had  warned  him  he  would  oppose  tooth 
and  nail.  That  was  a  very  unfair  con- 
dition of  things,  and  he  thought  it  war- 
ranted the  noble  Lord  the  Member  for 
Maidstone  in  saying  that  the  Government 
treated  every  Amendment  moved  from 
that  side  of  the  House  with  absolute 
contempt.    Even  although  the  right  hon. 
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I     The  Committee  divided  : — Ayes,   71 
»  Noes,  243.     (Division  List  No.  53.) 


AYES. 


Acland-Hood,Rt  Hn.Sir  Alex.F 
Balcarres,  Lord 
Baldwin,  Stanley 
Banbury,  Sir  Frederick  George 
Banner,  John  S.  Harmood- 
Barrie,  H.  T.  (Londonderry,  N. 
Beckett,  Hon.  Gervaee 
Bignold,  Sir  Arthur 
Boyle,  Sir  Edward 
Bridgeman,  W.  Clive 
Brotherton,  Edward  Allen 
Bull,  Sir  William  James 
Butcher,  Samuel  Henry 
Garlile,  £.  Hildred 
Gastlereagh,  Viscount 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Aston  Manor) 
Colling8,Rt.Hn.J.  (Birmingham 
Corbett,  A.  Cameron  (Glasgow) 
Corbett,  T.  L.  (Down,  North) 
Courthope,  G.  Loyd 
Craig,Charlos  Curtis  ( Antrim,S. 
Craig,Captain  James(Down,E.) 
Craik,  Sir  Henry 
Cross,  Alexander 
Dixon-Hartland,Sir  FredDixon 


Doughty,  Sir  George 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Du  Cros,  Arthur  Philip 
Duncaa,Robert  (Lanark,GoYan 
Faber,  Capt.  W.  V.  (Hants,  W.) 
Fell,  Arthur 
Forster,  Henry  William 
Gibbs,  G.  A.  (Bristol,  West) 
Goulding,  Edward  Alfred 
Gretton,  John 
Guinness,  Walter  Edward 
Haddock,  George  B. 
Harrison-Broadley,  H.  B. 
Hay,  Hon.  Claude  George 
Helmsley,  Viscount 
Hill,  Sir  Clement 
Hills,  J.  W. 
Hunt,  Rowland 

Kennaway,Rt.  Hn.  Sir  John  H. 
Kimber,  Sir  Henry 
Lane-Fox,  G.  R. 
Lonsdale,  John  Brownlee 
Ix)we,  Sir  Francis  William 
Mildmay,  Francis  Bingham 
Morpeth,  Viscount 


Nicholson,  Wm.  G.  (Petersfield) 
Nield,  Herbert 
Parkes,  Ebenezer 
Pease,Herbert  Pike(  Darlington 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Remnant,  James  Farquharson 
Roberts,S.  (Sheffield,  Ecclesall) 
Salter,  Arthur  Clavell 
Sassoon,  Sir  Edward  Albert 
Sloan,  Thomas  Henry 
Smith,Abel  H.  (Hertford,  East) 
Smith,  F.  E.  (Liverpool,Walton 
Starkey,  John  R. 
Stone,  Sir  Benjamin 
Talbot,  Lord  E.  (Chichester) 
Thomson,  W.Mitchell-  (Lanark) 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Winterton,  Earl 
Wortley  Rtw  Hon.  C.  B.  Stuart- 
Younger  George 

Tellers  for  the  Ayes — Mr. 
Ashley  land  Mr.  Lamb  ton. 


NOES. 


Abraham,  William  (Rhondda) 

Acland,  Francis  Dyke 

Ainsworth,  John  Stirling 

Allen,  Charles  P.  (Stroud) 

Armstrong,  W.  C.  Heaton 

Asquith,Rt.Hn.  Herbert  Henry 

Astbury,  John  Meir 

Ather ley-Jones,  L. 

Baker,  Sir  John  (Portsmouth) 

Baker,  Joseph  A.  (Finsbury ,  E. 

Baring,  Godfrey  (Isle  of  Wight) 

Barker,  John 

Barlow,  Sir  John  E.  (Somerset) 

Barlow,  Percy  (Bedford ) 

Barnes,  G.  N. 

Beaumont,  Hon.  Hubert 

Bell,  Richard 

Bcllairs,  Carlyon 

Benn,W.(TVr  Hamlet8,S.Geo. 

Bennett,  E.  N. 

Bethell,Sir  J.H  (E88ex,Romrrd 

Birrell,  Rt.  Hon.  Augustine 

Black,  Arthur  W. 

Boulton,  A.  ('.  F. 

Bramsdon,  T.  A. 

Branch,  Jamt's 

Brigg,  John 

Bryc<),  J.  Annan 

Buchanan,  Thomas  Ryburu 

Burns,  Rt.  Hon.  Juhn 

Burt,  Rt.  Hon.  Thomas 

Buxton,Rt.Hn.  Sydney  Charles 

Byles,  William  PoHard 

Cameron,  Robert 

Carr-Gomm,  H.  tV.  i 

Cau8ton,Rt.Hn  RichardKiiig'  t 


Cawley,  Sir  Frederick 

Cherry,  Rt.  Hon.  R.  R. 

Churchill,  Rt.  Hon.  Winston  S. 

Clynes,  J.  R. 

Cobbold,  Felix  Thornley 

Collins,  Stephen  (Lambeth) 

Cooper,  G.  J. 

CJorbett,C  H  (Sussex,E.Grin8t'd 

Cornwall,  Sir  Edwin  A. 

Cotton,  Sir  H.J.  S. 

Cowan,  W.  H. 

Cox,  Harold 

Cremer,  Sir  William  Randal 

Crooks,  William 

Crosfield.  A.  H. 

Crossley,  William  J. 

Curran,  Peter  Francis 

Davie8,David(Montgomcfy  Co. 

Davie«,  Ellis  William  (Eifion) 

Davies,  Timothy  (Fulham) 

Dewar,  Arthur  (Edinburgh,  S.) 

Dilke,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Charles 

Duckworth,  James 

Duncan,  C.( Barrow-in-Furness 

Duncan,  J.  H.  (York,  Otley) 

Dunn,  A.  Edward  (Camborne) 

Dunne,Major  £.Martin(WaLsall 

P^libank,  Master  of 

Elliy.  Rt.  Hon.  John  Edward 

Erskine,  David  C. 

Essex,  R.  W. 

Evans,  Sir  Samuel  T. 

Everett,  R.  Lacev 

Faber,  G.H.  (Boston) 

Fenwick,  Charles 

Ferguson,  R.  C.  Munro 


Fiennes,  Hon.  Eustace 
Findlay,  Alexander 
Foster,  Rt.  Hoii.  Sir  Walter 
Freeman-Thomas,  Freeman 
Gibb,  James  (Harrow) 
Gill,  A.  H. 

Gladstone,Rt.Hn.Herbert  John 
Glen-Coats,Sir  T.  (Rei:.frew,W.) 
jGlendinning,  R.  G. 
Glover,  Thomas 
Gooch,  George  Peabody  (Bath) 
Greenwood,  G.  (Peterborough) 
Griffith,  Ellis  J. 
Guest,  Hon.  Ivor  Churchill 
Gulland,  John  W. 
Haldane,  Rt.  Hon.  Richard  B. 
Harcourt,  Rt.  Hon.  Lewis 
Hardy.  George  A.  (Suffolk) 
Hart- Davies,  T. 
Harvey,  A.  G.  C.  (Rochdale) 
Harvey, W.E.  (Derby8hire,N.E. 
Harwood,  George 
Helmo,  Norval  Watson 
Henderson,  Arthur  (Durham) 
Henderson, J. M.  ( Aberdeen, W.) 
Henry,  CJharles  S. 
Herbert,  Col.  Sir  Ivor  (Mon.,S. ) 
Herbert,  T.  Arnold  (Wycombe) 
Higham,  John  Sharp 
Hobart,  Sir  Robert 
Hodge,  John 

Holland,  Sir  William  Henry 
Hope,  John  Deans  (Fife,  West) 
Horniman,  Emslie  John 
I  Horridge,  Thomas  Gardner 
'  Howard,  Hon.  Geoffrey 
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Hudson,  Walter 

Hutton,  Alfred  EddisoD 

Idris,  T.  H.  W. 

Illingworth,  Percy  H. 

Jackson,  R.  S. 

Jacoby,  Sir  James  Alfred 

Jardine,  Sir  J. 

Jenkins,  J. 

Johnson,  John  (Gateshead) 

Johnson,  W.  (Nuneaton) 

Jones,  Leif  (Appleby) 

Jones,  William  (CarnarvoDshir© 

Kearley,  Hudson  E. 

Kekewich,  Sir  George 

Laidlaw,  Robert 

Lambert,  George 

Lamont,  Norman 

Layland-Barratt,  Francis 

Lea,Hugh  Cecil  (St.  Pancra8,E. 

Lehmann,  R.  C. 

Levy,  Sir  Maurice 

Lewis,  John  Herbert 

Lough,  Thomas 

LuttreH,  Hugh  Fownes 

Lyell,  Charles  Henry 

Macdonald,  J.  R.  (Leicester) 

Macdonald,J.M.  (Falkirk  B'ghs 

Maclean,  Donald 

Macnamara,  Dr.  Thomas  J. 

Macpherson,  J.  T. 

M*Callum,  John  M. 

M'Crao,  George 

M'Laren,  H.  D.  (Stafford.  W.) 

M'Micking,  Major  G. 

Maddison,  Frederick 

Mallet,  Charles  E. 

Manfiold,  Harry  (Northants) 

Markham,  Arthur  Basil 

Marks,  G.  Cr  oy  d  on  ( Lau  ncest  on ) 

Marnham,  F.  J. 

Mason,  A.  E.  W.  (Coventry) 

Mastcrman,  C.  F.  G. 

Menzics,  Walter 

Micklem,  Nathaniel 

Middlebrook,  William 

Mond,  A. 

Money,  L.  G.  Chiozza 


{COMMONS} 

Montagu,  £.  S. 

Morse,  L.  L. 

Murray,  James 

Napier,  T.  B. 

Newnes,  F.  (Notts,  Bassetlaw) 

NichoUs,  George 

Nicholson,Charles  N.(Doncast'r 

Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  William 

Nussey,  Thomas  Willans 

Nuttall,  Harry 

O'Grady,  J. 

Parker,  James  (Halifax) 

Partington,  Oswald 

Pearce,  Robert  (Staffs,  Leek) 

Pearce,  William  (Limehouse) 

Pearson, W.H.M.  (Suffolk,  Eye) 

Philipps,  Col.  Ivor  (S'thampton 

Pickersgill,  Edward  Hare 

Pirie,  Duncan  V. 

Price,  C.  E.  (Edinb'gh,  Central) 

Radford,  G.  H. 

Rea,  Walter  Russell  (Scarboro' 

Rees,  J.  D. 

RendaU,  Athelstan 

Richards,T.  F.  (Wolverh'mpt'n 

Richardson,  A. 

Ridsdale,  E.  A. 

Roberts,  G.  H.  (Norwich) 

Roberts,  John  H.  (Denbighs.) 

Robertson,  Rt.  Hn.  E.  (Dundee 

Robinson,  S. 

Robson,  Sir  William  Snowdon 

Rogers,  F.  E.  Newman 

Rowlands,  J. 

Runciman,  Walter 

Rutherford,  V.  H.  (Brentford) 

Samuel,  S.  M.  (W'hitechapel) 

Schwann,Sir  C.  E. (Manchester) 

Scott, A.  H.  (Ashton  under  Lyne 

Sears,  J.  E. 

Seaverns,  J.  H. 

Seddon,  J. 

Seely,  Colonel 

Shaw,  Charles  Edw.  (Stafford) 

Shaw,  Rt.  Hon.  T.  (Hawick,  B. 

Silcock,  Thomas  Ball 

Sinclair,  Rt.  Hon.  John 


(Annual)  BUI.  Ui6 

Smeaton*  Bonald  MacAiairia 
Scares,  £nieBt  J. 
Stewart,  HaUey  (Gteeaock) 
Stewart-Smith,  D.  (Kendil) 
Straus,  B.  8.  (Mile  End) 
Strauss,  E.  A.  (Abingdon) 
Summerbell,  T. 
Taylor,  Theodore  C.  (Bitdcliffe) 
Tennant,  H.  J.  (BairickBliiRJ 
Thoma8,Sir  A.  (Glamoigaii,  £.) 
Thoma8,DaTid  Alfred  (Merthjr 
Thomasson,  FranUin 
Thompson,  J.  W.  H  (Soiiienet,E 
Tomkmson,  James 
Torrance,  Sir  A.  M. 
Toulmin,  George 
Trevelyan,  Gharies  Philips 
Villiers,  Ernest  Amherst 
Walsh,  Stephen 
Walters,  J^m  Tndor 
Waring,  Walter 
Wason,  John  Cathcart  (Orkney) 
Waterlow,  D.  S. 
Watt,  Henry  A. 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
Whitbread,  Howard 
White,  Sir  Qeorg^  (Ncwfolk) 
White,  J.  D.  (DumbartonshiR) 
White,  Luke  (York,  E.  B.) 
Whitley,  John  Henry  (Halifax) 
Whittaker,  Sir  Thomas  Pslma 
Wiles,  Thomas 
Williams,  J.  (Glamorgan) 
Williams,  Osmond  (Merioneth) 
Williamson,  A. 

Wilson,  Hon.  G.  G.  (Hull,  W.) 
Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Mid) 
Wilson,  J.  H.  (Middlesbrough) 
Wilson,  P.  W.  (St.  Panms,  S.) 
Wilson,  W.  T.  (Weethou^too) 
Winfrey,  R. 

Tellxbs  roB  THX  NoKS— Mr. 
Whiteley  and  Mr.  J.  A 
Pease. 


Mr.   ASHLEY  moved  a  new  clause 
having  for  its  object  the  omission  from 
Clause  136  of  the  Army  Act  of  the  words 
"  or  by  any  Royal  Warrant  for  the  time 
being."     He  pointed  out  that  Clause  138 
laid  it  down  that  penal  deductions  might 
be  made  from  the  pay  of  the  ordinal}- 
soldier    in    eight    specific    cases.    His 
contention   was   that   there    should    be 
embodied  in  this  Bill  the  specific  instances 
where  it  was  allowable  for  the  military 
authorities  to  deduct  a  certain  amount 
from  the  pay  of  the  soldier,  and  that 
these  should  be  the  only  instances  in 
which  deductions  might  be  made.     Why 
give  the  Secretary  of  State  power  imder 
a   Royal  Warrant  to  make  deductions 
for  any  offence  or  cause  he  liked?     If 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  could  not  be  j 


i  trusted  in  respect  of  one  clausey    why 
'  give  him  such  extensive  powers  under 
another.    He  begged  to  move. 

New  clause — 

**  To  amend  Clause  136  of  the  Army  Act, 
1881,  by  omitting  the  words  '  or  by  any  Royal 
Warrant  for  the  time  being.' " — {Mr.  Ashieff.) 

Brought  up,  and  read  a  first  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  Clause  be  read  a  second 
time." 

Mr.  HALDANE  said  the  sections 
which  distinguished  between  the  two 
kinds  of  deductions — ^those  made  under 
the    Act   as   distinguished   from    those 
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made  by  Royal  Warrant — were  Sections 
137  and  138.  The  deductions  made 
under  the  Act  were  penal  deductions, 
and  it  was  right  that  they  should  be 
set  out.  The  other  deductions  made 
by  Royal  Warrant  were  not  penal 
deductions.  The  amount  due  by  an 
officer  who  left  his  mess  bill  unpaid, 
and  certain  other  charges,  might  be 
deducted  from  his  pay,  and  such  debts 
were  dealt  with  under  the  power  con- 
ferred by  Royal  Warrant.  That  was 
why  the  offences  to  be  treated  as  penal 
were  put  in  the  Act,  and  the  matters 
to  be  dealt  with  under  Royal  Warrant 
were  not. 
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Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Mr.  ASHLEY  moved  a  new  clause 
to  amend  Clause  137  of  the  Army  Act, 
which  permits  the  stoppage  of  the 
ordinary  pay  of  an  officer  who  absents 
himself  without  leave  unless  a  satis- 
factory explanation  is  given.  He  pointed 
out  that  under  Clause  137  as  it  stood, 
if  an  officer  had  six  months'  pay  due  to 
him  and  he  absented  himself  for  a  few 
days  he  might  forfeit  the  whole  of  his 
arrears  of  pay.  He  thought  the  intention 
was  that  he  should  only  forfeit  the  pay 
for  the  days  on  which  he  was  absent,  as 
was  the  rule  in  the  case  of  a  private 
soldier. 

New  Clause — 

"To  amend  Clause  137  of  the  Army  Act, 
\8Sl''-(Mr.  Ashley,) 

Brought  up,  and  read  a  first  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question' proposed, 
"  That  the  Clause  be  read  a  second 
time." 

Mr.  HALDANE  said  the  deduction 
under  this  section  was  a  penal  deduction. 
If  an  officer  absented  himself  without 
leave,  it  might  be  a  small  matter,  simply 
measurable  by  the  stop])ing  of  his  pay 
during  the  time  he  was  away.  But  it 
might  be  a  matter  very  giavc  indeed 
which  would  make  it  right  that  all  arrears 
due  to  him  should  be  stopped.  In  order 
that  justice  should  be  done  as  between 
a  simple  case  and  an  extreme  case  the 
qualifying   words   as   to   a    salisfactory 
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explanation  being  given  were  contained 
in  the  Act.  That  was  a  matter  which 
the  commander-in-chief  would  deter- 
mine ;  he  would  consider  the  circum- 
stances and  order  such  deduction  as 
might  seem  necessary — it  might  be  a  few 
days'  pay  or  six  months'  pay. 

Mr.  ASHLEY  asked  whether  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  laid  it  down  that 
an  officer  should  be  put  in  a  worse 
position  than  a  private  soldier.  A 
private  soldier  could  only  be  fined  foi 
the  number  of  days  he  was  absent. 


Mr.  HALDANE  said  the  position  of  an 
officer  who  absented  himself  might  be 
very  grave  indeed,  and  it  might  bo 
necessary  not  only  to  stop  his  pay,  but 
to  try  him  by  court  martial. 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Mr.  CLAUDE  HAY  said  he  under- 
stood that  there  was  a  considerable 
feeling  of  dissatisfaction  among  the  non- 
commissioned officers  and  men  in  regard 
allowances.  He  moved  a  new  clause,  ex- 
plaining that  he  did  not  bring  it  forward 
in  a  hostile  spirit,  but  rather  with  the 
view  of  extracting  from  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  War,  a  statement  as  to  what 
he  proposed  to  do  in  the  Vay  of  revising 
the  King's  Regulations.  Under  the 
operation  of  the  present  regulations  many 
inequalities  arose,  and  he  would  ask  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  seriously  to  con- 
sider the  subject  at  a  time  when  the 
whole  of  these  Army  matters  were 
receiving  drastic  treatment.  He  begged 
to  move. 


*rHE  CHAIRMAN  :  Having  heard  the 
hon.  Member,  I  think  before  I  can  put 
this  I  must  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  whether  there  is  any  public 
charge    involved  in  it. 

Mr.  HALDANE  said  there  were  diffi- 
culties in  the  way  of  accepting  the  new 
clause  because  it  involved  the  raising  of 
the  rates  for  allowances  for  which  he  had 
taken  no  money  on  the  Estimates. 
Perhaps  he  might  be  allowed  to  say  that 
he  recognised  the  decrcpancies  to  which 
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Ij^ivf  tiif.  ini'.Ti^r  iiu  eoii«jM«.Ta*ioL. 

U;    W:    OUT    O^    OlUi-f. 

Caktai^  CKAlG  inuvec  u  omi: 
CitoUM;  44  of  til*:  Aniiv  Ac*t.     H<r  buid  iiifr 

tioi.  of  fic^iCi   puiitdtiiii*;ii!.     J.jatft    veu'   ii^ 

aiid     OtL«5lr     Ol       tlitt*.     bid»      of     rii»r  H^'UW: 
lljLikCU:  Ul.   «:a.riit:rtl  ii,}>)ii:b^  U'  tii*-   Ti^tlT    IiUl.. 

witL    lehj/i.-*-!    u^    lii?ici     puititiiiiij^rt.     A 
byiiiptttL«u<     '♦'p'\    ^ikt    >:.'viii .    tttiO    ii»- 

UitJij    <loii«'.     TiiTii;    vtofc    t    v*^,'v    Btroiit' 

iinniUi^  tt/^iliHt  tii«:  pUt.'iKUIIi«^S.'l  of  BritLbli 
W^id-Wiffc  Jfi  pJ4;b(Mi<;«:  o1  lUil.'VHt  ubjVtod. 
ill:  Wtifc  hUfc  tiiut  4a,):yuiL«r  M'liO  iifad  k«kd 
itijy  ^xj^'ri^Mi*;*-  jjj  tii«-  ii;tii<-tioij  ol  li»fld 
paiiibLijK'jjl  vi'ouW  f«3*;«-»>i:f:ibt  Low  iiii- 
f/f^fUUil  Jl  Wttfc  loi  tL*;  «;i>jdit  of  tL»:  " 
hriUnL  Ajjiiv  ifj  tLt  ti«;id  tiiatt  fjuxiibb- 
jjiWjU'  bkouW  JjOI  J>«;  *;am#3d  out  if  J  tli« 
pj'«5be/i<;«:  of  iLfH  jjttti  vtjb  of  th«;  ^x^uutry  with 
whi<:h  we  hjMpj^trjjiyl  t«>  }>«i  at  war.  J^ast 
y4'tti-  lJi<*  H*iii:r*iiniy  ior  Vit'txr  aniwhuA 
thai  b'iliii-tljJlij/  bJjouM  l><i  doJj«;  to  b^ift-eij 
lh<'b<'|>iiiiJHfjiji4'ijt«.  il«^  iijov«Mlt'>oi/jit  th^ 
rlaub^r  iji  oi«l<rr  Uj  <lruw  alt<;;jtloij  !*>  th<* 
ini-t  that  Iht^  smw  J{uh;H  w<?re  laid  on  . 
ilitt  'J'ai/lt'  of  Hn'  JioiJb^?  on  'MMi  January 
tljjb  yt*iu'f  and  to  abk  i)j<{  riprht  hon. 
(ic^nilt^nian  wh<tih<^r  hit  would  arrang<j 
in  fulur«^  for  a  <-laub<{  which  would  «fnjoin 
oflircrb  in  ntnyliiii  out  IIm^  pun ibh mentis 
iHidi^r  iScrtinn  <i  and  at  paf/e  90  of  th<i 
AjHH'itdix  in  do  HO  ab  hunianidy  an  |>0B- 
bihli',  and  to  tn't*.  tiiut  they  v/t'it*.  not  rarricMl 
out  in  \nftifuii*  ul  nativ^H.  »Surh  a 
riaubc  would  ^iv«*  ^rrat  batirtfatrtion  to 
lion.  Mcnilicfrt  hitting  on  tlnmi^  b(*nrheH. 
A  hvin)mtlir(ii-  aitHWi*r  from  tiiii  ri^ht 
lion.  <hii(lrnnin  would  Hatibfy  him. 

Nitw  (■liiudii 

'"rdimiU  Sii>|i«iii  44  (if  Iho  Army  Act.  ISHI." 
(('ii/i/iio«  t'laiif.) 

Ilhuight  u|i,  and  road  a  lirnt  time. 

MotUMi  luadiv  and  Cjtiobtittn  pro)H)Sod, 
*'  That  lluh  (iiniMo  ho  road  a  borond 
tlmo." 


Mh.  IIALhANK  »aid  that  a»  a  n^bult 
of    tho    dim'iiH'iion    \ah\    yoar    a    H|H'i*ial 


Espert  OammitGee  ^itae^  ^ppomHr  i< 
(EiJ  into  tluE  mfltter  mnd  ihgi  CamminiK 
R-viMfd   the   whoik   of  1^   mieF   of  t; 

pujiishmentb.    Tliefe  was  a  cercan.  'Jiasr 
of    p?nKnu — ht  was   .glmd    tc>    aay  tii'^ 
wert   very  few  in  number — whc.  ftihi 
hoBiiiitiet'  were  abom  to  favenk  om.  odl 
thf^y  were  at  the  front,  incnzred  pmiiflir 
mexi:    delibeTat«lT  in    order  i;c»   be  fieiT 
'i'  Th*-  rear.     The  pmiishmeirr   reiffijfi 
li'    l>v   the    hoii.    and   fDaUanr    lieiiit»e: 
V  ouici  reai'h  that  ciaAb.     ^Hte  meii  womt 
be  HuhjeiT  to  discipline  which  witf  fsnS.- 
'•leiitiy    Hevere    but    much    moane    |!eLiJ^ 
thai:  wat-  iormerlr  the  case.     Ab  %v  titf 
other  point  raiiied  br  the  hmi.  and  iebLbii 
M»^iuh»sT,  no  Bzitish  uffirar  would  txpoK 
a   white  mau  to  acTthing  which  woiji 
bwiL  tc  lower  the  di|iitr  of  the  whh*  rfc- * 
Ui  the  e}-eF  of  the  nativea,  and.  thcredort. 
yi^ry  Bptsc-ia]  care  was  taken  that  is  tho<ie 
fM.wih  nothing   was    done    which   would 
eoicourage   such  indignity. 

Caktaik  CRAIG  aaid  that  in  xiew 
of  the  very  STmpathetir  replj  of  the 
rig}l  hon.  Gentlman  he  bc^jged  leave 
tfj  withdraw  his  pzoposaL 

N<^w  clause,  by  leave,  ^thdrawn. 

St.hodule : 

Vls.ount  HEIiMSIJIT  (Yorkshire, 
N.K.,  TldrBk)  said  he  wished  to  ask  a  ques- 
tion witli  reg&rd  to  the  allowance  of  for- 
a^^e  for  Army  horses.  The  matter  was 
raised  last  year,  and  no  satisfactory 
answer  was  then  given  by  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War.  The 
ri<rht  hon.  Gentlenuin  would  see  that 
the  allowance  ration  was  only  lOlbs.,  but 
it  waH  recognised  that  that  was  too 
Hmall  for  cavalry  horses.  Many  cavalry 
oflicorH  considered  that  the  ration  was 
inHufFicient  for  a  horse  in  full  work,  and 
that  they  would  not  limit  their  own 
horbOH  to  that  slender  ration  when  domg 
tlu)  Hanio  kind  and  amount  of  work  if 
tho  horbcs  wore  to  be  kept  in  good  con- 
dition. 

Mr.  HALDANE  said  that  the  hon. 
MoiiiIht  took  such  an  interest  in  this 
mat  tor  that  he  would  consider  any 
lH)int  rtuscd  by  him.  The  Schedule 
of  rations  had  been  considered  by  an 
o\{H^rt  Committee,  and  the  point  raised 
by  tho  hon.  Member  had  been  adequately 
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considered,  but  he   would   make    quite 
sure  of  it. 

Schedule    agreed   to. 

Bill  reported  without  Amendment. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  third 
time."-  -(Mr.  Haldane.) 

♦Sir  CHARLES  DILKE  thought 
the  House  might  consent  to  the  Third 
Reading  if  they  were  quite  certain  that 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would  perform 
all  his  promises  with  regard  to  making 
the  law  clear  in  the  future  on  the  point 
which  had  been  raised. 

Mr.  HALDANE  :  I  wiU  do  my  best. 

Mr.  CLAUDE  HAY  said  that  they 
must  have  some  assurance  on  the  sub- 
ject, for  he  was  aware  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  was  not  always  able  to  carry 
out  his  promises  afterwards.  They  had 
been  told  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
would  deal  with  certain  matters  which 
had  been  raised  that  afternoon  in 
another  measure  which  he  would  pos- 
sibly introuce  this  session.  But  the 
Member  for  the  Forest  of  Dean  had 
stated  that  if  the  new  Bill  was  anything 
•  like  the  measure  adumbrated  by  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  or  the  measure 
suggested  a  year  or  two  ago,  it 
woidd  receive  the  most  violent  op- 
position. They  had  been  debarred 
&om  discussing  certain  subjects 
that  afternoon,  and  they  had  had 
proof  that  they  would  be  out  of 
order  in  discussing  them  on  an  Army 
Council  Bill.  Therefore,  they  were  in 
a  cleft  stick.  The  Third  Reading  of 
the  Army  (Annual)  BilJ  was  the  only 
opportunity  they  had  of  discussing 
questions  of  the  highest  importance. 
On  that  account  he  hoped  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  would  meet  the  wishes  of 
a  considerable  body  of  opinion  by  de- 
ferring the  Third  Reading  to  another 
occasion. 

Mr.  HALDANE  said  that  if  there 
was  any  general  demand  for  it  he  would 
willingly  accede  to  the  hon.  Gentleman's 
]:eque8t.    But  when  the  Bill  to  which 


reference  was  made  was  introduced, 
there  would  be  ftdl  discussion  not  only 
of  form  but  of  substance.  He,  therefore, 
asked  that  the  Army,( Annual)  Bill  should 
be  given  a  Third  Reading. 

Mr.  CARLILE  said  that  thisiBill,yhich 
contained  a  great  deal  of  controversial 
matter,  had  been  allowed  to  go  through 
Committee  very  easily.  There  was  no 
immediate  pressure  for  the  passing  of 
the  Bill  and  he  thought  that  they  should 
have  another  opportunity  of  considering 
its  details. 

Viscount  CASTLEREAGH  (Maid- 
stone) asked  when  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man intended  to  bring  in  the  Bill  referred 
to. 

Mr.  HALDANE  :    In  a  few  days. 
Question  put,  and  agreed  tOi 
Bill  read  the  third  time  and  passed^ 


CONSOLIDATED   IiUND  (No.   1)   BILL; 
[l^HiBD  Reading*] 

Motion  made  and  Question  proposed^ 
'*  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  third 
time." 


Mr*  GRETTON  (Rutland)  said  hu 
wished  to  call  attention  to  the  question 
of  the  two-Power  standard* 


♦Mr*  speaker  :  That  questicto  caii- 
not  be  raised  on  the  Thitd  Reading 
of  this  Bill.  It  shduld  be  raised  oh 
the  Shipbuilding  Vote,  and  the  Nav^ 
Votes  are  not  included  in  this  Bill. 


Mr.  CLAUDE  HAY  said  he  rdse  td 
draw  attention  to  a  matter  connected 
with  the  administration  of  the  Post 
Office,  of  which  he  had  given  the  Postn 
master  -  General  private  notice.  On 
various  occasions  during  this  essionn 
attention  had  been  called  to  the  wsay  in 
which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had 
permitted  political  and  other  associations 
to  have  being  amongst  the  postal  servants. 
A  great  deal  of  feeling  had  existed  on  the 
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-iil'jri.t.  iMV-ause  there  luukl  lie  iiu  <jues-  Ik*  had  «rrave  doubU  as  to  whether  the 
tiuii  tliitt  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  j  right  hon.  Gentleman  or  any  other 
had  shown  favour  to    certain    of    these  !  ^linister    had    power    to    permit    such 


:  •"ly  hiwl  i.o  !•] 
Lur  had  i:  any 
or    ai.y    tun. pact 


as-iociatio!.?  and  marked  disfavour  to  ' 
othtTs.  It  wa<  a  most  extraordinary 
thinii  that  while  a  Free  Trade  Union 
should  be  allowed  to  exi>t  amoJi^r  the 
}>ostai  senai^ts  and  lie  alfiliated  to  Free 
Trade  Unions  out>ide.  a  branili  of  the 
Ta  ri  if  Re  form  Lea  \i  ue  w  a  ^  n  n  t .  T  he  e  x  i  s- 
tei.ie  of  its  ori:aiii*aiion  had  been  called 
into  ijuestiuu  bora  use  it  was  formally 
a  {filiated  to  a  central  body.  That  *entral 
•  uLni'-Tion    with    it 

ubs«  rijitions   from  it. 

with  it.  When  the 
•jue-itiij!i  uf  the  pruj»rii'ty  i.*i  a  i.un.ber 
of  jHi'-Tal  servaiits  ;*<>«Mi;»tinL  tlifm^».-lvfs 
ft.'i  thf  I iiirj ".»<»"-  ui  T II '.•:»:! ::ai. da.  fnr  the 
}«"iir]M:j>.'  uf  pruiiiotinL'  tarilT  reform,  was 
ia!li-il  ii.to  ijuestit.m  by  the  riiiht  hu!i. 
G»-:.:-emui..  hi^  ca-r  was  all  the  more 
f.-.."!.l,..  wh»'i;  they  rvmem't»ervd  that  he 
:i.ili -rated  the  Fawi>*Tt  As>oi.iatioi»  whose 
j«'ibii-hfl  aicount*  showed  >ub>,  rip: ions 
«•!  i^'t^i  "T-  iT'.f. T<"»  th'"'  -'.r.'pi.'rT  "^  t!'»'  LalniVir 
l\»ny  tl.at    H.;i:v.     Ti.i-     Kaw.»'tt 

A^*JM  i,.Tii-\    ■..a>    ai ::i!i;iTi-.l    fp-.-nly 

with  tho!  Party,  il.-  Trade  U:.io:. 
<.*-■:. jre>-,  the  Lvi.ioi.  Tra'b>  '"ou^vil. 
a:.d  othv:  :i>>'.«'.i.»tio:  ^  .v:.:.  K  ;;  :ivv'y 
?uppo:Led  •  ai-didates  for  lVi!iian-ii.:. 
TLv  >.«  iali>:  As-^xiatio!.  oi  the  Po>t 
Uf::-.*.-  or:- -la!-  v\-.>  i^in..  :ol-ia:id.  Ht- 
V  ^-  ti.r  !a>:  :■■  u';*-:  lo  a  Sxiali-: 
A--.,  i.;-:-:.  iv  :':.-  iV-:  i  *i::— .  Kva\:>.- 
}>■  :*r::-v»M:i  :}.;.T  xi:..-  !!.-.'r'-  n.ei.  .i>^of.:aTod 
T !- V !:>•:•] v.- i  ::.  :;.:^  w.iv  f...r  MoT»a::;iy.d;i. 
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associations.  But  he  claimed  that  if 
he  did  permit  Radical  or  Socialist  or- 
L'anisations  to  exist  in  the  Post  Office, 
lie  must  not  try  to  prevent  the  existence 
of  bodies  which  di^eied  from  his  views. 
He  denied  that  the  Primrose  League 
was  a  Party  or*:anisation.  The  matter 
would  \je  brouiiht  Ijefore  the  House  again 
and  again,  when  opportunity  ofiereil 
\intil  the  Po>t master-General  permittcii 
Post  IMfice  servants  without  discrimina- 
tion to  combine  for  political  propaganda 
or  social  eflfort. 

The  P^.iSTMASTER-GENERAL  (Mr. 
S V I  jx  E  V  B r XTOX,  Tower  Hamlets,  Poplar) 
<aid  he  had  already  fully  explained  his 
])'isition  in  regard  to  associations  within 
the  Post  Uifice.  He  had  no  objection 
to  the  formation  of  associations  among 
the  Post  Ot*ue  son'ants,  for,  of  course, 
■  hey  did  not  carry  on  their  operations 
wiihii:  KiiVae  hours,  and  had  an  educative 
jflerT.  b.*>ides  ha\ing  the  addirional 
...iv,.  taire  id  distracting  the  attention 
«-i  the  >ervar.ts  from  matters  internal 
TO  the  Post  (.>i!iie.  But  the  question  was 
.•:.t:rvly  L.^iverned  by  Treasury  regida- 
tioT  s  :  and  all  he  had  to  do  was  to  see 
That  tht>se  r\*gulitions  were  carried  out. 
H'-  denied  that  he  had  applied  the  regu- 
..itioi.s  panially  as  between  different 
.'i>-.».  iatioT.s.  There  was  no  objection 
TO  ar.  as6«.Kiation  being  formed  within 
the  Post  Oilice  so  long  as  it  was  not  a 
branch  of  a  parent  association  outside, 
for.  as  ^;;lh.  't  would  come  into  conflict 
with  i'tht-r  outside  associations.  The 
:;*::r  :i:\  ir.»  ai.d  free  trade  associations 
u.:-.-  ::••  l\'>t  O&lq  had  brought 
.'-•. -.-vlvv-   ::.:o   line   by  severing  their 

o:  ■  ::o:.  u::h  the  paivut  ad«sOi*iation 
o -.::>..;•.•.  1:  ^x.)«  immaterial  from  his 
;k  :•  :  ^ :  vit\^  whether  or  not  the  Prim- 
:\>     l.v,i_:^.:o  w.ts  a    }Mrty  urpinisation. 

1:  .  .  :  ^ :  •  V  dri.itxl  that  it  took  a  pirt 
P.I :....::. I.  ;,.!y i-ititioi.s.  and  therefore 
...:•;:>  V :  ::  ■.  .n-e  under  the  Treasury 

:.  « v.. .   ..^... ..>:  (  :vii  «rrvauts  actively 

-.    «..^  ■  ..       :''»-*y  :V:iiii<.     The  Fawcett 

Vv-  . ':     n-r!*.    in   existence   for 

,.r>.    .•:  li    was    recognised    by 
l\«>:u-u»ters-ln?uenl    during 
xvi   .k^   :.0L-i)oiit2caL 


1485        Consoliiintal  }u/ul         {JS  March  1908} 


(No.  1)  Bill 
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Mr.  CARLILE  said  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  was  under  a  misapprehension 
if  he  supposed  that  hon.  Members  were 
satisfied  with  his  explanation  on  a  pre- 
vious occasion.  Hon.  Members  did  not 
leave  the  House  on  that  occasion  with  the 
impression  that  the  right  hon.  Grentle- 
nian  had  succeeded  in  exercising  even- 
handed  justice.  The  reason  the  matter 
was  raised  was  that  it  was  believed  that 
one  organisation  formed  on  what  they 
believed  to  be  constitutional  principles 
was  not  receiving  from  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  same  treatment  as  other 
associations.  He  did  not  think  that 
the  fact  of  the  Fawcett  Association 
having  been  in  existence  for  twenty  years 
justified  its  receiving  preferential  treat- 
ment. He  thought  the  description  given 
by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to  these 
other  associations  applied  with  equal 
force  to  the  Fawcett  Association,  and 
that  the  description  applied  to  the 
Fawcett  Association  would  apply  equally 
to  such  associations  as  the  Primrose 
League  and  the  Tariff  Reform  League. 
The  Primrose  League  had  always  been 
held  to  be  a  non-party  organisa- 
tion. It  was  true  that  at  the  present 
time  it  happened  that  the  policy  of  one 
of  the  great  parties  in  the  House  coin- 
cided more  with  the  ideals  and  objects 
of  the  Primrose  League  in  its  three  main 
principles,  but  it  was  quite  conceivable 
that  a  time  might  come  when  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite  would  receive  the 
support  of  the  Primrose  .League,  because 
it  was  not  bound  to  any  party, 
and  stood  entirely  alone.  No  one  had 
stated  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
had  given  preferential  treatment  to  the 
Socialists  in  his  office,  because  of  any 
great  interest  in  Socialism  there  might  be 
in  Poplar  or  elsewhere.  He  would  be 
the  last  to  suggest  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  spread  his  sogis  over 
this  organisation  of  Socialists  in  the 
Post  Office  for  any  such  reason,  but  it 
was  certainly  a  pity  that  any  action  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  should  create 
such  an  iniprcsbion.  He  therefore 
hoped  that  the  Postmaster-General 
would  see  the  advisability  in  this  case 
and  others  of  making  his  position  per- 
fectly clear  by  either  refusing  to  allow 
any  organisations  in  his  Department,  or 
including  all,  and  nut  excluding  either 
the    Primrose    or    the     Tariff    Reform 


League.  He  was  aware  that  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  had  ^stated  that^he  was 
bound  more  or  less  by  certain  Treasury 
Minutes  which  laid  down  that  the  Postal 
officials  should  not  take^a^  prominent 
part  in  political  organisations  outside. 
If  that  was  applied  all  round,  no  com- 
plaint could  be  made,  but  there  was 
a  widespread  feeling  that  while  the  right 
hon.  Gfentleman  allowed  special  pre- 
ferential treatment  to  the  Socialists,  he 
did  not  extend  the  same  treatment  to  other 
organisations. 

Viscount  VALENTIA  (Oxford)  said  he 
rose  to  make  an  appeal  to  the  Secretary^of 
State  for  War  in  regard  to  what  appeared 
to  be  an  injustice  to  the  secretaries  of  the 
County  Associations  mxder  the  Territorial 
Force  scheme.  He  thought  it  would 
be  within  the  recollection  of  the  House 
that  when  the  Territorial  Bill  was  intro- 
duced it  was  provided  that  officers  should 
be  employed  as  secretaries  of  the  County 
Associations,  and  that  they  would  not  be 
penalised  in  any  way  if  they  passed  from 
the  Regular  Forces  to  the  Territorial 
Force.  It  had  been  a  matter  of  con- 
siderable difficulty  to  the  County  Associa- 
tions to  find  suitable  men  to  fill  these 
offices.  It  was  quite  true  that  a  long 
list  had  been  forwarded  by  the  Army 
Council  of  general  officers,  colonels,  and 
other  retired  officers  of  the  Army  who 
were  willing  to  serve  for  the  ridiculously 
small  sum  which  the  Coimty  Associations 
were  able  to  give  for  their  services,  but 
it  was  believed  that  it  would  be  far 
better,  and  would  secure  more  efficient 
services,  if  those  Associations  were 
served  by  local  men.  By  Paragraph  610 
of  the  Army  Warrant,  certain  officers  had 
been  allowed  on  condition  of  their 
attending  the  training  of  the  Militia,  the 
magnificent  allowance  of  £100  a  year 
after  so  many  years'  service.  He  believed 
that  these  officers  had  never  been  asked 
to  do  anything  except  what  was  con- 
nected with  the  training  of  the  Militia, 
so  that  they  could  not  be  looked  upon 
merely  as  Militia  oiiiccrs,  in  the  general 
acceptance  of  the  term.  These  gentle- 
men had  been  selected  by  the  Associations 
for  the  secretaryships  of  those  bodies,  butj 
the  Secretary  for  War  had  told  him  a  few 
days  ago,  in  answer  to  a  question,  that 
by  the  acceptance  of  such  a  position  an 
officer  would  sacrifice  his  retired  pay ;  so 


»>en-iv*fc-  hZmd  pr&cricallv  to 
of  Life  owjj  pc»tkeT  £5iJ  & 
ord*fr    to    <ri*:«oy    iLie  privilegt- 


Tjjrt  riie  t'fiwi  woTiid  I*  Tiu.T  ii.  sil&I        •Mx.  BEPUTY-SPELLKKR  said  tJui 

'jyiiL-tiefc  viitrt  iLev  "irere  "ellaI'I^  to  paj  vas  so.  but  tie  paj   of  offioers  of  the 

fc  bfcilbJ7'  of  iiior*  TiAL  £->0  &  je&r  s'acli  an  BepuJAT  AimT  did  xwrt  ZBise  tiie  question 

'-»£i'.Ter  v'lio  w:f:»i^j^  Tiit  Tiosrtioi-  woiild  of  tLe  psj  of  tie  offioars  of  tiic  Tcm- 

refcliv  lie  icitiL^  £KX»  &  Tew  to  eiiioj  Tiit-  tori*!  ArmT,  and  the  diacoBsioii  miiEt  be 

iiifcjo-iii'.^'ii.T   b&likn'  of  £5i(*  a  j^bz.    He  cc»iifiii«i  to  tlie  par  of  tlie  ofBoers  of  the 

vyiid  Libv«r  vj  givt  up  tiie  rewbjd  lor  Bepular  Armj. 
Lit     pkt? 
pfcj    '.nr 

of  ber"*"::-;:  TXi<ir  A^wx-iatioi..  He  was  l.ot 
*U'uit*  sure  tii^T  T^e  lijdiT  Lo:-  ^j^i^tlemar. 
Lid  '.-oi-T^fii.plfrT^d-  "wLe:.  Le  ii.trodnc«i 
iifc  Bin  las:  vetr.  tL&t  Trie  o£c-er  "w^p 
v.^.4fpwjd  tiifr  poatioi.  of  senTetarr  to  a 
Couiitv  Aw/x-iarioii  woTiId  bAve  to  dve 
up  Lifc  £100  a  rear  rerirwi  pav.  grant-ed 
ixiii:  for  vervicies  aaresadv  given,  and. 
tiuerefor*;,  it  was  Vj  be  srapposed  service* 
wiaoL  vere  approved  oL  Bur  the  treat- 
iiiejLt  wag  i*ot  the  baine  all  round  with 
re^^ard  v^  thie  Territorial  AriLy.  There 
were  biigadiers  appoiiit*d  to  the  Terri- 
torial Annv — time-expired  officers  some 
of  th^fii.  aiid  bome  of  them  on  half-pay. 
TL«y  drew  their  !>alan*  of  £15C*  a  vear 


TiscouxT  VALEXTIA  said  he  was  re- 

fenine  to  officers  of  th«  Re^gulax  Annj. 
and  surely  that  would  oome  under  this 
Vot-e. 

•Mb.  DEPUTT-SPKAKER  said  the 
dis<aission  must  be  conBned  to  the  pay  of 
the  officers  of  tlie  Begnlar  Ann  j. 


ViBCOUXT  VALKSTIA 
cases  they  were  officers  c 
Annv. 


laid    in  both 
the  Regular 


•Xs.  DEPUTY-SPEAKER   said  the 
noble  Lord  was  referring  to  officers  of  the 


and'thev  were  not  i^'ked  to  relinquish    Regular  Army  who  took  office  under  the 


any  part  of  their  half -pay.  They  were 
alkiwed  to  add  that*  to  the  salary  given 
to  them  under  a  separate  grant  of  the 
couni-iL  They  gtill  enjoyed  their  half- 
pay. 


Territorial  Army ;   thcnfare  he  was  out 

of  order. 


YiscocsTT  VALEXTIA :  Yes ;  but  ther 
are  losing  Regular  Aimj  par. 


•Mb.  DEPUTY-SPEAKER  iMr.CALi*. 
WELL/  baidtiajs  subject  did  not  arise  under 
any  of  the  Votes  contained  in  the 
Coubolidated  Fund  BilL 


•Mr.  DEPUTY-SPBAKBR:   Only  as 
a  consequence  erf  accepting  office  in  the 

Terntonal  Armv. 


LoED  BALCARRES  pointed  out  that 
thebe  particular  officers  were  losing 
money  in  order  to  qualify  for  a  salary  of 
£50  a  vear  under  the  Territorial  Armv. 


♦Mb.  DEPITY-.SPEAKER  :  That 
question  arises  under  the  Vote  for  the 
Territorial  Army,  which  is  not  included 
in  the  BilL 


ViBCorsT  VA  LENT  I A  Siii-i  he  had 
raise<l  the  question  kA  the  two  ili^erent 
rates  of  pay — '.n-e  under  the  Territorial 
Army,  and  the  other  the  ha  If -pay  of  officers 
of  the  Regular  Army.  He  tiH»k  it  that 
the  pay  of  the  officer^  oi  the  Regular  Army 
would  come  under  this  Vote. 

Fucuahi  yakfUia, 


Lord  BALCARRES  said  he  wished  to 
nnd  very  great  fauh  with  the  inadequacy 
of  the  pay  provided  for  officers  under 
Vote  A.  under  conditions  which  had 
been  recently  explained.  Under  this 
Vote  there  was  a  certain  class  of  officers 
who  drew  a  very  humble  sum  per  annum, 
partly  for  services  already  rendered,  and 
partly  because  of  the  expectation  on  the 
part  of  the  War  Office  that  the  men  mi^t 
be  of  further  service  in  the  fatoze.  He 
wished  to  point  out  that  the  pay  which 
was  afiorded  to  these  men  was  wholly 
inadequate.  This  particular  grade  of 
men  got  £1{J0  a  year.  When  they  under- 
took fresh  responsibilities  at  the  direct 
invitation  of  the  War  Office,  the  pay 
which  they  had  to  receive  waa  wholly  in- 
•  adequate. 
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♦Mr.  DEPUTY-SPEAKER  said  the 
noble  Lord  was  really  raising  what  he  had 
just  ruled  out  of  order. 

Lord  BALCARRES  said  he  was  point- 
ing out  what  he  respectfully  ventured 
to  submit  he  was  entitled  to  refer  to, 
namely,  that  these  particular  men  were 
receiving  a  salary  which  under  the  new 
conditions   was   inadequate. 

♦Mr.  deputy-speaker  said  the 
salaries  under  Vote  1  had  nothing  to  do 
with  the  conditions  under  which  officers 
served  in  the  Territorial  Army.  That 
was  a  point  which  he  had  just  ruled  out 
of  order. 

Mr.  MITCHELL-THOMSON  said  he 
had  intended  to  raise  the  question  on  the 
Colonial  Vote  of  the  very  serious  reduc- 
tion of  the  grant  to  the  West  Indian 
Agricultural  Department  by  no  less 
than  £3,500,  but  owing  to  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman's  mastery  of  Parliament  pro- 
cedure he  had  managed  to  get  through 
the  business  of  the  Army  Annual  Bill 
that  afternoon,  with  the  result  that  he 
had  not  had  an  adequate  opportimity 
of  bringing  this  subject  to  the  notice  of 
the'  right  hon.  (Jentleman  who  repre- 
sented the  Colonial  Office  in  that  House. 
He  felt  that  it  would  not  be  fair  to  press 
the  point  at  that  moment,  and  he  only 
rose  to  give  the  Patronage  Secretary 
notice  that  at  the  earliest  possible  oppor- 
tunity he  proposed  to  call  attention  to 
this  question  of  the  grant  to  the  West 
Indian  Department  of  Agriculture  and 
ask  for  some  explanation  of  the  reduction. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 


ADJOURNMENT. 
Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
**  That  this  House   do   now  adjourn," 
—(Mr.  WhiUley.) 

♦Sir  CHARLES  DILKE  said  he  had 
never  known  the  Motion  made  before 
imder  these  circumstances.  It  was  a 
private  Member's  evening,  and  there  was 
an  absolute  pledge  ^given  in  the  strongest 
possible  terms  that  the  time  of  a  private 
Member's  evening  was  never  to  be 
interfered  with.^  Was  it  intended  against 
the  private  Members  opposite  to  pro- 
ceed with  a  Motion  of  this  description. 


Mr.  GEORGE  WHITEtiEY  said  he 
understood  that  the  Motion  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Newcastle-under-Lyme  was 
out  of  order,  and  the  noble  Lord  the 
Member  for  Homsey,  who  had 'also  a 
Motion  on  the  Paper,  was  ill  and  could 
not  be  in  his  place.  In  these  circum- 
stances they  would  have  had  to  have 
gone  on  with  the  private  Bills.  But 
that  would  be  unfair,  because  Tuesday 
and  Wednesday  were  always  understood 
to  be  set  apart  for  Motions,  and  hon. 
Members  interested  in  the  Bills  were  not 
present.  It  would  be  manifestly  imfair 
to  take  those  Bills  in  the  absence  of 
Members  interested. 

♦Sir  CHARIiES  DILKE  said  he  could 
only  speak  again  by  leave  of  the  House, 
but  he  thought  the  last  'point  was  a 
perfectly  good  one.  If  he  were  in 
the  position  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
opposite,  lie  should  be  inclined  to  yield 
to  it. 

Viscount  VALENTIA  said  he  was  sorry 
to  stand  between  the  House  and  the 
adjournment,  but  he  would  really  like 
to  get  some  answer  from  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  War  as  to  whether  he  was 
or  was  not  going  to  perpetrate  a  very 
great  injustice  by  making  a  reduction 
in  the  retired  pay  of  officers  who  took 
up  work  under  the  County  Associations. 
It  was  an  extremely  hard  case,  and  he 
hoped  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would 
make  an  alteration  in  the  existing  regu- 
lations in  order  to  deal  with  these  officers 
in  a  more  just  way,  and  so  as  not  to 
deprive  them  of  their  retired  pay. 

Mr.  HALDANE  said  he  would  reply 
at  once.  There  was  only  one  possible 
answer  that  could  be  given.  By  the 
law  of  the  Army  an  officer  had  no  right 
to  retired  pay  till  he  had  served  fifteen 
years,  and,  if  he  retired  before  having 
completed  that  service,  it  was  only  on 
certain  conditions.  If  he  came  into 
active  service  in  the  Militia  or  Yeomanry, 
he  got  a  £100  per  year,  but  that  was  not 
retired  pay. 

Viscount  VALENTIA  said  the  wording 
of  Paragraph  510  of  the  Army  Pay  Orders 
was  certainly  "  retired  pay."  It  was 
called  retired  pay,  and  he  did  not  think 
it  could  be  put  in  any  other  way. 
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on  the  active  list  qnalified  a  man  for 
that  £100  a  year.  Let  him  point  o«r 
that  when  this  Paragrapli  510  was  drawn 
up  the  conditions  of  the  Territorial 
Annv  did  not  exist.  These  were  new 
condition?,  new  responsibilities,  new 
duties,  and  he  had  said  it  was  in  response 
to  the  invitation  of  such  persons  as  the 
riirht  hon.  Gentleman  that  men  of  thi? 
oalilTC  had  come  forward.  He  gathered 
that  ho  was  wron<;  in  that,  but  men  who 
had  Won  rimning  these  County  Associa- 
tions had  Wen  pressed  to  choose  for 
tlic^o  TV  V  poll  si  hie  places  the  very  hest 
m.-n  that  could  be  pot.      Thi-*  particular 


Mr.  HALDAXE  said  an  officer  retiring 
before  the  completion  of  fifteen  years' 
service  only  c-^t  th<^  £100  if  ho  undortook 
to  go  on  serN-ins  iji  the  active  list.  Ho 
was  paid  the  £100  for  sors'ico  in  the 
Militia  or  Yeomanry.  His  case  \v  as  thus 
differentiated  from  that  of  the  officer 
who  had  retired  pay  in  that  sense.  An 
officer  on  half-pay  miiiht  i»o  calico  fo'- 
aiTivo  work,  a'il  his  half-pav  was 
l-^->  than  hi-  ritircd  pay.  An  i^ffioor 
^\M'.»  lial  Tv^'ircd  l-ad  i-o  active  sorvi-o. 
av.vl  lie  w.^s  r.liowotl  to  tr.ko  nr»  n 
s-\  »^'T  jrv'.^":»  TiT '1--T  till'  <.''.«'rTv  A*^- 
>i:t-i:iTi^»i  .\^■'!  il'.:w  i\  <:il^Tv.  An 
o'V;  r^r  whn  wv;>  on  half-p.iv  m:::hr. 
^^'^  .'.-"■r.^.'v.  .'-  un>t-i'".i.o>.  '!»'?  aliow-d 

Tior.-i.       If  t];0   pi\y   WM-: 

V'.'iv.   r.v.l  }i.-'   w:'.<  rot 

r>  r  V  i  ^ » ■  <    r.  ■  T  -.1 :  i '/.  V    '•  "•  \  \  J 

.:   "r*^  a'low'l  :o  r.kr 


I:;i:Cr   ivri;..::    v.; 

o  i\\\r.\  ihos**  :::t 
:l:a^:   rvtiiv] 
tvT   :.  ::vt^ 

I:-  :h^  -o^" 


.  I*-.- 


-  v.". 


A> 


FA^vA?. 
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th-it 


voar 


^■.■J 


r.'-v. 


man.   who  he  was  assured   was  a  first 

ilass  man.  was  not  technicallv  speakinir 

or.  iht^  active  list,  and  would  be  doin^ 

r.^Te    valuable     work    as    secretary   of 

-:>:»  TerriTorial  County  Association  thas 

qualification    which    the   rinhr 

'!-:»nian   said   he   had    forfeited 

for  two  or  three  weeks  in 

>vi':h  a   militia   pepiment.     He 

::.:!. k  that   on    broad   grounds 

.  of  the  War  Office  conld  be 

It  seemed  to  him    to  have  a 

:  the  Twasurv  about  it.     The 

ri_:hT  ho:..  »'^entleinan.  if  he  wanted  good 

:v.'M..  fi'.-i  if  be  wanted  a  large    choice. 

:v.v.>:    srrar.ze    his    conditions    so    that 

;v  .T?r:ay.:e    of    this    office    should    not 

-.v.v.^'ve   a   heaw   pecuniarr   fine-     This 

■  .\::  ■.;.:>?  ir. d:\ndual  for  aught  he  knew, 

•.-■jr.:   '-?  ii  v.iiilionaire.  but  he  assured 

:':.-:    ::jV.:    h^r..    Gentleman    that    these 

<•:../.!   /'.    s^r-i^rly.i  actions  on  his  part 

■■■■■■:"■    :      J  :.ir  r/.v^rv  to  injure  the  future 

:'  ::.•  T- rr.T-.^r.a:  Ami.f  than  the  money 

:.  V,  .s  >::r.j  wuwd  out  and  wasted 

-*:...-  :  r.'?  :r.  o:her  directions.     Thev 

.:  "■  ■»  •  .a:.  £.>'^  a  year  for  giving  his 

..':.  ■    -.".:  :o  ::.?  oounty.     A  thing  like 

-..:    Vr:   suppressed.     It  had 

-  •  •    '•      a::.     It  was  a  small   and 

-v.'.v  OS   the   part    of  the 

"-  .>..-.     Hr  .vld  r.oT  blame  the  rieht 

'■-    :':  "-.iv.    '.•^jaase   he    imagined 

•    \.:r    .:>   ww::v   at    work,    but   by 

,    :,    <■::  so   o:   haniship   and  in- 

>•        :'■:  -jr.:  hor.  Gentleman  must 

,    ^    -'..^'  ':.*  wjts  inflicting''a  very 

■:vv-v.   The  effieiency  of  the 

•-  A  i.  "'r.ujr.:  into  being. 
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HOUSE    OF    LORDS, 
Thursday,  26<A  March,  1908. 


PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 


Cambrian  Railways  Bill  [H.L.]— Pre- 
sented (pursuant  to  leave  given  yester 
day):  read  1*;  and  referred  to  the 
Examiners. 

London  and  Windsor  Motor  Roads, 
Tramroads,  and  Tramways  Bill  [H.L.] — 
The  Chairman  of  Committees  informed 
the  House  that  the  Promoters  do  not 
intend  to  proceed  further  with  the  Bill. 
Ordered,  that  the  Bill  be  not  further  pro- 
ceeded with. 

Pontypridd  Water  Bill  [h.l.]— Re- 
Reported  from  the  Select  Committee, 
with  Amendments. 

Audenshaw  and  Saddleworth  Urban 
District  Councils  Bill  [H.L.],  now  Auden- 
shaw Urban  District  Council  Bill  [h.l.] — 
Reported  with  Amendments. 

Argentine  North  Eastern  Railway 
Bill  [H.L.] — Read  2»  (according  to  order), 
and  committed  for  Wednesday  next. 

Camberwell  and  other  Metropolitan 
Borough  Councils  (Superannuation)  Bid 
[h.l.]— Read  3*,  and  passed,  and  sent  to 
the  Commons. 


ins:     Monmouthshire)    on    1st    August, 
1907. 

Presented  (by  Command),  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  Table. 

LUNACY  (SCOTLAND). 
General  rules  for  the  management  of 
the  Edinburgh  District  Asylum  at 
Bangour.  Laid  before  the  House  (pur- 
suant to  Act),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
Table. 


[BUSINESS  OF  THE  HOUSE. 
Standing    Order    No.    XXXIX. 
sidered     (according     to     Order), 
I  suspended  for  this  day's  sitting. 


con- 
and 


PETITION. 


LAND  VALUES  (SCOTLAND)  BILL. 

Petition  against ;  Of  the  county  council 
of  the  county  of  Ayr  ;  read,  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  Table. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 

SOUTH  AFRICA. 

Correspondence  relating  to  the  recniit- 
ment  of  labour  in  the  Nyasaland  Pro- 
tectorate for  the  Transvaal  and  Southern 
Rhodesia  Mines. 

BOARD  OF  EDUCATION. 

lAb%  i}l  Public  E  tary  schools  and 

oortified  efficient  §         j  m  Wales  (includ- 
rOJ*  Cl.XXXVr  IFourth  Series.1 


CONSOLIDATED  FUND  (No.  1)  BILL. 
Brought  from  the  Commons.  Read  I* ; 
and  Standing  Order  No.  XXXIX.  having 
been  suspended),  read  2"  (The  Lord 
Pi  ivy  Seal  (M.  Ripon).  Committee 
negatived.     Bill  read  3*,  and  passed. 


ARMY  ANNUAL  BILL. 

Brought  from  the  Commons.     Read  1'*, 
and  to  be  printed.     (No.  40.) 


LAND  VALUES  (SCOTLAND)  BILL. 

Order  of  the  day  read  for  resuming 
the  adjourned  debate  on  the  Amendment 
to  the  Motion  for  the  Second  Reading, 
viz.,  "  that  the  Bill  be  re  id  2*  this  day 
six  months." 

♦The  Earl  of  MAR  and  KELLIE  : 
My  Lords,  I  think  that  one  of  the  most 
interesting  features  of  the  debate  yester- 
day afternoon  was  that,  after  gently 
chiding  the  noble  Viscount,  Lord  Ridley, 
for  irrelevancy,  the  noble  and  learned 
Lord  on  the  Woolsack  proceeded  to  give 
a  very  interesting  account  of  the  rating 
of  land  values  in  London,  where  the 
system,  certainly  of  land  tenure,  and,  I 
think,  also  of  rating,  is  utterly  different 
from  the  system  in  Scotland.  1  wondered 
if  at  the  back  of  the  mind  of  the  Govern- 
ment there  could  have  been  any  idea  of 
the  vivisection  of  poor  Scotland  to  prepare 
the  way  for  a  future  successful  operation 
on  London.  If  the  noble  and  learned 
Lord  did  not  intend  to  convey  any  such 
hint,  I  think  it  shows  how  difficult  it 
is  to  speak  absolutely  to  the  point  on 
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a  Bill  which,  although  it  contains  very 
little  in  itself,  leads  to  considerably 
greater  things  beyond. 

Since  this  Bill  was  before  your  Lord- 
bhips'  House  in  the  autumn  of  last  year, 
much  has  been  done  by  way  of  public 
meetings  in  Scotland,  on  both  sides,  to 
explain   the   measure   and   its    probable 
effect.     My  noble  friends,  Lord  Camper- 
down   and   Lord  Balfour,    Mr.  Younger, 
the  Member  for  Ayr  Burghs,  and  others 
have  done  great   service  in  helping   to 
expose   the   fallacies   which  underlie  its 
principles,     showing     that    your     Lord- 
shi^w  were   amply   justilied  in  rejecting 
this   Bill   in    the   closing   hours    of   last  I 
session,  for  the  reason,  if  for  no  other, 
that   it   gave  the  country  more  time  to  i 
consider    and    untlerstand    its    purport. 
The     <iucstion     now    is,    has    anything  ' 
occurred  in  the  interval  to  induce  your 
Lordship    to    reconsider    your    former ' 
decision  ?     I  fully  recognise  the  concilia-  I 
tory  tone  of  the  sp(»ech  of  my  noble  friend 
in  charge  of  the  Bill  and  of  the  noble  and  i 
learned   Lord   on   the   Woolsack,  and    1 
rather    gathered   from   what   they    said 
that  concessions  would   be  made  should 
the  Bill  reach  the  Committee  stage.     I 
venture  to  suggest  that  these  concessions 
will   have  to  be  pretty  substantial  and 
pretty   drastic   in   order   to   satisfy   the 
reasonable   objections   of   the   opponents  | 
of  the  Bill. 

Perhaps   one   of   the   least    impoitant  i 
objections    to    the    Bill    is    that   of    its  ' 
probable  great  cost,  but  it  is  a  very  real 
objection  on  the  part  of  the  ratepayers  : ; 
and  as  one  of  the  objects  of  the  Bill  is  I 
claimed  to  be  to  obtain  information  for  , 
the  (ruvcrnmont,  it  is  so  far  satisfactory  i 
at  least  to  Scotland  that  the  Government , 
li  ive  admitted  that,  at  any  rate,  part  of 
the  cost  shall  be  charged  to  the  Treasury 
and  not  to  the  overburdened  ratepayers. 
I  submit  that  this  Bill  should  be   mosi 
carefully  considered  and  threshed  out  in 
this    House,  for  I  apprehend— and    my 
apprehension  is  borne  out  by  what  the 
noble    and  learned   Lord  said  yesterday 
— that  your  Lordships  may  not  be  able  to 
amend  th»'.  inevitable  rating  Bill  which 
will     follow.      Therefore,     I    do     think  ■ 
that  wo  are  ontitle<l  to  a.^k  what  are  the 
intentions  of  the  (lovernment   with   re- 
gard to  the  rating  of  these  land  values  , 
when  they  are  ascertained   through  the  ' 
operation  of  this  Bill. 

Thr  Earl  of  Mar  anrf  AV//eV. 


It  has  been  said  that  this  Bill  is  the 
first  step  in  carrying  out  the   proposals 
contained  in  the  Keport  of  the  Solicitur- 
GeneraFs  Committee  on  the  Glasgow  Bill. 
I  think  wo  may  a^k   whether  this  is  so. 
It  will  be  remembered — the  noble  Lord 
who  moved  the  Second  Heading  of  this 
Bill  reminded  us  of  it — that  the  Govern- 
ment have  already  repudiated  one  of  the 
most  important  proposals  in  that  Keport 
— namely,  the  proposal    to  tax  existing 
feu-duties.     Do  they  also  propose  to  re- 
pudiate the  most  important  proposal  of 
all — the  proposal  to  change  the  basis  of 
rating  from  the  annual  value  of  the  land 
and  buildings  to  the  value  of  the  land 
apart   from  the  buildings  ?     The   noble 
and  learned  Lord  on  the  Woolsack  says 
he  does  repudiate  that,  but   I  have  not 
heard  another  member    of   the  Govern- 
mejit  say   "Ditto."     Or   does  the  Cov- 
er innent  propose  to  keep  to  the  prescni 
system  and   impose   an   additional  rat' 
oil   land    values,    »s   was    proposed    in 
^Ir.  Sutherland's  Bill,    which,  you   will 
remember,   the  Committee  emphatically 
condemned.     If  the  basis  of  local  taxation 
is  thus  to  be  changed,  I  submit  that  it 
would  work  a  hardship   on  the   poorer 
ratepayers  in  the  country  districts  and  in 
the  smaller  burghs  difficult  to  calculate. 
In  the  smaller  manufacturing  towns  there 
are   often  flourishing    industries    which 
have  grown  up  from  small  beginnings  far 
from  the  railway.     At  the  present  time 
the  owners  of  these  factories  pay  a  con- 
siderable proportion  of  the  local  rates,  as 
the  annual  value  appearing  in  the  valua- 
tion roll  has,  as  ^  rule,  been  calculated  on 
a  percentage  upon  the  cost  of  the  valu- 
able buildings  erected  on  these  sites.    If 
the  sites  were  cleared  of  buildings  they 
^^  ould  be  practically  worthless,  and  woulcl 
only  fetch  at  least  the  market  value  of 
ground  in  the  immediate  vicinity. 

Who,  then,  is  to  make  up  the  Ioas  in 
rates  which  must  inevitably  arise  fnmi 
the  annual  value  of  these  buildings  being 
excluded  from  rating  and  only  the  site 
values  assessed  ?  Surely,  not  the  lord 
of  the  manor,  for  what  would  he 
the  value  of  his  park  with  mansion, 
cottages,  stables,  and  gardens  eliminated  ? 
In  my  opinion  the  diflference  would  have 
to  be  made  up  for  the  roost  part  by  shop- 
keepers, who  in  these  days  of  co-operative 
societies  have  a  hard  struggle  to  make  «i 
living  in  the  smaller  towns,  by  villa 
resident:S,  and  by  artisans  and  the  better 
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class  workmen  who  live  in  their  own 
cottages  with  gardens,  which  the  excellent 
feuing  system  in  Scotland  does  so  much 
to  encourage.  If  this  Bill  is  to  pass,  I 
submit  that  to  prevent  this  possible  in- 
jixstice  to  the  ratepayers  in  the  smaller 
burghs,  an  Amendment  must  bo  inserted 
making  it  optional  to  the  town  councils 
to  adopt  the  Act  or  not  as  they  think  fit. 
Surely  this  is  not  too  much  to  ask.  Or 
has  the  Government  the  same  curious 
mistrust  of  the  Scottish  town  councils  as 
we  know  they  have  of  the  Scottish  county 
councils  1 

This  Bill  applies  to  all  land  and  heri- 
tages in  Scotland,  with  the  exception  of 
railways  and  canals.  Let  us  see  how  it 
would  affect  agricultural  land.  I  believe 
it  would  be  found,  in  the  case  of  most  of 
the  small  and  moderate  size  farms  in 
Scotland,  that  the  land  value,  after 
deducting  the  cost  of  the  buildings,  equip 
ment,  fence**,  and  the  like,  would  work 
out  at  a  minus  quantity.  Therefore,  if 
there  is  no  land  value,  and  if  the  rate  is 
to  be  only  at  the  land  value,  half  of  the 
agricultural  land  in  Scotland  will  pay  no 
rates.  As  a  landlord,  I  might  thank  the 
Government  for  their  dole,  but,  as  chair- 
man of  my  county  council,  I  should  be  at 
my  wit's  end  to  know  how  the  business 
of  the  county  was  to  be  carried  on. 
Surely  this  shows  the  futility  and  absurd- 
ity of  making  the  Bill  apply  to  agricul- 
tural subjects.  Another  difficulty  occurs 
to  me.  The  smaller  manufacturing  towns 
in  Scotland  are  increasing  very  slowly 
as  a  rule.  Some  are  going  back,  the 
tendency  being  for  new  factories  to  go  to 
the  great  cities  and  the  larger  towns, 
partly,  no  doubt,  for  the  obvious  reasons 
of  market,  of  labour,  and  of  transport, 
and  partly,  I  think,  because  the  difference 
in  rates  in  favour  of  the  smaller  towns  is 
not  what  it  used  to  be  although  the  land 
is  cheaper.  There  is  a  considerable 
quantity  of  land  within  these  burghs 
waiting  to  be  fcued,  but  in  the  meantime 
let  as  agricultural  land.  How  is  this 
land  to  be  valued  under  this  Bill  when  it 
may  not  be  feued  for  years,  perhaps  not 
for  generations  ? 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Edinburgh  Town 
Council  held  last  week  it  was  stated  that 
there  were  no  less  than  3,800  acres  of 
such  land  within  the  city  of  Edinburgh 
waiting  to  be  feued,  and  which  cannot  be 
all  taken  up  for  upwards  of  200  years. 
How  is  that  land  to  be  valued  under  this 


Bill  ]  I  cannot  see  how  the  capital  value 
can  be  ascertained,  even  approximately, 
unless  it  is  put  up  to  auction.  Can  it  be  the 
object  of  the  Government  to  make  the 
owners  of  such  land  pay  more  in  rates  than 
they  receive  in  rent,  in  order  to  compel 
them  to  feu  it  at  the  agricultural  rate, 
and  so,  by  a  side  wind,  abolish  what  i^ 
known  as  the  unearned  increment  ?  That 
course  would  be  confiscation,  or  any  other 
opprobrious  term  your  Lordships  would 
like  to  apply  to  it.  How  else  is  this 
policy  going  to  cheapen  land,  as  the 
(rovernment  boast  it  will  do  1  Perhaps 
T  am  unduly  suspicious.  I  would,  if  I 
could,  be  reassured  by  the  obvious 
sincerity  of  the  noble  and  learned  Lord 
on  the  Woolsack.  Individually,  I  admit, 
the  members  of  the  Government,  at  any 
rate  in  this  House,  are  like  lambs ;  but 
collectively,  if  I  may  say  so,  there  are 
some  of  us  on  this  side  who  think  that 
they  sometimes  show  decided  predatory 
instincts.  But,  seriously,  my  Lords,  I 
submit  that  bona  fide  agricultural  land 
within  an  urban  area,  when  it  can  be 
shown  that  it  is  not  to  be  held  up  for  an 
exorbitant  price  later  on,  should,  in  all 
justice,  be  valued,  as  at  present,  at  the 
actual  annual  rental,  and  not,  in  addition, 
on  its  prospective  capital  value,  as  is  pro- 
posed in  this  Bill,  and  which  would  be 
impossible  of  ascertainment  without  the 
merest  guesswork. 

I  believe  that  there  is  practically  no 
holding  up  of  land  in  Scotland,  at  any 
rate,  not  in  the  smaller  burghs;  and,  if 
there  is,  surely  a  very  different  Bill  from 
the  present  could  be  devised  to  remedy 
the  evil  without  penalising  innocent 
people.  Land,  no  doubt,  is  kept  vacant 
in  the  centre  of  towns  for  the  purpose  of 
preserving  the  amenity  of  better-class 
houses,  but  these  much-needed  open 
spaces  will  be  swept  away  if  you  carry 
out  the  policy  which  this  Bill  must  lead 
up  to.  There  is  one  other  point.  What 
Is  to  become  of  the  unfortunate  owner  of 
a  site  in  an  important  street  like  Princes 
Street,  Edinburgh,  who  has  not  the  means 
to  erect  buildings  equal  to  the  most  up- 
to-date  buildings  in  that  thoroughfare  ? 
The  Solicitor-General,  in  a  recent  speech, 
indicated  that  such  an  owner  was  not  at 
the  present  time  paying  his  proper  pro- 
portion of  the  local  rates,  and  in  future 
will  be  made  to  do  so.  Surely,  my  Lords, 
this  is  penalising  the  man  who  may  not 
have  the  means  or  the  inclination  to  pull 
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down  and  re-erect  his  property  at  inter- 
vals of  years  according  to  the  caprice  or 
speculative  activities  of  his  neighbours. 
I  conceive  that  to  be  an  unwarrantable 
interference  with  the  liberty  of  the 
subject. 

If  this  Bill  is  to  be  read  a  second  time 
I  submit  that  there  are  at  least  three 
Amendments  which  are  absolutely  neces 
sary  to  make  it  tolerable.  The  first  is 
that  it  should  be  confined  to  urban  areas,  I 
the  second  that  it  should  be  made ' 
optional,  and  the  third  that  bona  fide 
agricultural  land  within  an  urban  area, 
which  the  owner  is  willing  to  feu  when 
applied  for  at  the  current  rate,  should 
be  exempt.  This  Bill  carries  out  to 
the  letter  the  recommendation  in  the 
Report  of  the  Solicitor-Generars  Com- 
mittee to  which  I  have  already  alluded. 
The  recommendation  is  as  follows : — 

'*  Tliat  a  iiieanure  be  introduced  making 
provision  for  a  valuation  being  made  of  land 
in  the  burghs  and  counties  of  Scotland  apart 
from  the  buildingH  and  improvements 
thereon.*' 

But,  my  Lords,  I  submit  that  the  argu- 
ments and  proposals  in  the  Report  which 
led  up  to  that  recommendation  are,  for 
the  most  part,  so  futile  and  so  impossible 
that  we  are  entitled  to  know  at  this  stage, 
not  only  what  the  rating  proposals  of  the 
Government  are,  but  if  they  are  prepared 
to  consider  favourably  the  Amendments, 
among  others,  which  I  have  indicated. 
If  the  answer  is  in  the  negative,  I  hope 
your  Lordships  will  decline  to  read  the 
Bill  a  second  time. 

♦Lord  BELHAVEN  and  STENTON  : 
My  LordH,  I  do  not  propose  to  detain 
your  Jjordships  for  more  than  one 
moment,  as  I  wish  to  speak  only  upon 
one  ix)int.  1  think  noble  I^ords  who  are  op- 
i)<)se(l  to  this  Bill  were  very  much  reassured 
by  what  fell  from  the  noble  and  learned 
Lord  on  the  Woolsack  yesterday,  when 
he  said  that  it  would  not  be  proposed  in 
any  future  Bill  to  place  the  whole  of  the 
rates  upon  land,  as  was  originally  thought 
to  be  the  intention,  instead  of  upon  the 
combined  subject  of  land  and  houses.  But 
while  we  were  reassured  on  that  point, there 
was  another  statement  which  the  noble 
and  learned  Lord  made  which  was  not  at 
all  reassuring.  I  allude  to  his  reference 
to  the  rating  of  vaciint  spaces  as  if  the 
land  were  building  land  ;  and  it  is  in 
that     connection,    and    especially     with 

I%e  Earl  of  Mar  and  Kellie, 


regard  to  the  small  bur^is  in  Soothnd, 
that  I  wish  to  make  one  or  two  remarks. 
These  burghs  have  a  considerable  amount 
of  agricultural  land  around  them,  and  io 
some  cases  there  is  a  quantity  of  waste 
Und  that  produces  nothing.  If  this 
vacant  land  is  to  be  valued  as  though  it 
were  prospective  building  land,  it  will  be 
quite  impossible  for  the  owner  of  such 
land  to  pay  rates  upon  that  valuatioD. 
Much  of  this  land  is  hundreds  of  yards 
from  any  existing  road,  and  it  is  not  until 
the  owner  has,  at  great  expense,  construc- 
ted roads  and  made  the  land  fit  for  f euing 
that  any  recoupment  can  be  obtaineo, 
and  even  then  it  may  be  many  years 
before  he  is  recouped  for  his  outlay  in 
road  making  and  so  on.  Therefore,  I 
hope  that  in  any  proposals  which  may 
be  made  in  the  rating  Bill  that  is  to 
follow  this  Bill,  these  areas  will  not  be 
included  as  building  land  until  they  are 
so  available.  If  the  Bill  goes  into  Ck>m- 
mittee  great  care  should  be  taken  with 
regard  to  this  particular  point,  and  rules 
should  be  laid  down  b^  which  land  which 
is  ^not  at  present  available  for  building 
should  not  be  treated  as  a  prospective 
building  site. 

♦The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 
THE  COLONIES  (The  Earl  of  Elgin): 
My  Lords,  I  think,  although  I  suppose 
the  noble  Earl  who  resumed  the  debate 
this  evening  would  not  agree  with  me, 
there  is  a  considerable  amount  of  aeree- 
in  the  House  that  the  main  provision 
suggested,  but  not  enacted,  in  the  Bill — 
namely,  that  there  should  be  a  separate 
valuation  of  site  and  structure — ^is  one 
which  deserves  further  consideration. 
But  the  real  objection  to  the  measure  is 
one  which  is  not  dealt  with  by  its  pro- 
visions— namely,  the  objection  to  rating 
which  is  supposed  to  follow  upon  this 
legislation.  If  I  am  asked  to  say  whether 
the  Bill  is  intended  to  facilitate  the  dis- 
cussion of  the  subject  of  rating,  I  would 
admit  that  it  is  so ;  but,  on  the  other 
hand,  I  concur  with  the  Lord  Chancellor 
in  repudiating  the  extreme  theories 
which  are  attributed  to  those  who  support 
the  Bill.  When  these  theories  exists 
however,  and  if  the  object  is  to  avoid 
them,  it  seems  to  be  not  unnatural  tiiat 
further  information  should  be  acquired; 
and  the  (xovemment  therefore  propose 
the  plan  suggested  in  the  Bill  because  we 
think  that  this  information  may  be  so 
acquired. 
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I  could  not  exactly  follow  the  argu- 
ment of  the  noble  Earl  with  regard  to  the 
valuation  of  agricultural  land.  I  under- 
stood him  to  argue  that  if  the  Bill  passed, 
the  agricultural  land  of  the  country 
outside  the  burghs  would  not  be  valued 
at  all,  and  that  the  county  councils  would 
in  consequence  be  reduced  to  straits.  I 
do  not  see  that  this  conclusion  follows 
from  the  provisions  of  the  Bill.  I  cannot 
help  thinking  that  the  difficulties  of  ex- 
penses are  exaggerated.  I  think  the 
question  of  expense  depends  very  much 
on  the  precision  of  the  information  en- 
forced. If  absolute  precision  is  enforced, 
then  no  doubt  there  might  be  very  large 
expense,  but  it  is  not  enforced  by  this 
Bill.  What  is  required  in  this  iBill  is 
very  much  what  was  laid  down  by  the 
Commission  on  Local  Taxation.  That 
Commission  said — 

"On  the  whole,  we  are  disposed  to  think 
that  a  valuation  of  sites  sufficiently  accurate 
tor  the  purpose,  and  not  inferior  to  the 
present  valuation  of  hereditaments  " — 

and  I  dwell  upon  that  phrase — 

**  could  be  made  without  undue  labour  and 
expend.  Such  a  valuation  could  obviously  be 
made  only  by  professional  experts,  although 
the  data  could  be  understood  and  criticise! 
by  anyone  possessed  of  common  sense  and 
kno.vleJge." 

I  am  quite  aware  that  the  Commission 
were  concerned  with  urban  values  only 
and  that  this  Bill  applies  to  all  sites, 
but  I  think  the  opinion  I  have  quoted 
might  be  applicable  to  both  sides  of  the 
question. 

Besides  that,  the  Bill  is  consistent 
with  the  present  practice,  and,  indeed, 
follows  the  present  practice.  May  I 
remind  your  Lordships  what  the  present 
practice  is?  In  the  first  place,  the 
assessor  sends  out  to  every  owner  in  the 
county  or  burgh  a  notice  for  particulars. 
In  the  second  place,  the  owner  returns 
those  particulars  filled  up.  In  the  third 
place,  the  assessor,  after  such  consultation 
and  correspondence  with  the  owner  as  is 
necessary,  makes  up  and  sends  out  his 
notice  of  the  proposed  entry  in  the 
valuation  roll.  Then  the  owner  can 
appeal,  but  he  appeals  to  the  valuation 
committee  of  the  county  or  burgh,  and 
the  hearing  takes  place  before  the  Com- 
mittee. Sometimes  evidence  is  led,  but 
I  think  seldom  at  great  length,  and  the 
decision  is,  generally  speaking,  accepted. 
But  if,  thereafter,  the  owner  or  assessor 
is  dissatisfied  with  the  result.,  then,  and 


then  only,  is  there  an  appeal  to  a  Court, 
where,  of  course,  the  usual  legal  questions 
are  raised.  Now  I  venture  to  maintain 
that  in  all  this  procedure,  up  to,  at  any 
rate,  the  last,  no  great  expense  is 
involved.  What  now  is  required  under 
this  Bill  ?  There  is  no  alteration  what- 
ever in  procedure,  as  will  be  seen  by 
Section  2.  No  doubt  the  assessor  will 
have  to  put  some  additional  questions 
and  the  owner  will  have  to  return  certain 
additional  answers.  But  as  regards  the 
information  on  which  those  answers  can 
be  given  I  agree  with  the  opinion  of  the 
noble  Lord  who  introduced  this  Bill  last 
year,  that  it  is  generally  on  record  or 
known.  In  lar^e  estates  it  is  known  by 
the  factor,  and  in  small  estates  it  woula 
certainly  be  well  known  to  each  indi- 
vidual owner. 

I  think  that  in  most  cases  the 
cost  of  buildings  is  pretty  well  known, 
and  further  that  evidence  might  gen- 
erally be  obtained  by  reference  to  the 
insurance  policies  taken  out  on  the 
buildings  in  question.  I  admit  that 
other  items  under  the  subsection  stand  in 
a  different  position.  Although  in  the  case 
of  improvements,  as  in  that  of  buildings, 
the  original  cost  must  be  on  record  some- 
where, still  it  is  only  the  unexhausted 
benefit  that  comes  in  question.  But  the 
principle  of  unexhausted  benefits  of  im- 
provements is  now  well  known  and  acted 
upon  under  the  Agricultural  Holdings 
Acts,  and  I  cannot  help  thinking  that 
there  also,  even  without  legal  or  profes- 
sional assistance,  it  would  be  quite  possible 
to  put  forward  a  statement  of  the  par- 
ticulars required  without  great  expense. 
We  have  also  the  fact  that  all  these  ques- 
tions will  be  dealt  with  by  the  same 
assessors  and  the  same  valuation  com- 
mittee.    So  much  as  regards  expense. 

I  should  wish  to  say  a  word  with 
regard  to  another  point  on  which 
opinions  may  differ.  I  appreciate  entirely 
the  distinction  between  capital  value  and 
annual  value.  I  suppose  under  normal 
conditions  the  capital  value  to  be  the 
capitalisation  of  the  annual  value,  and 
the  annual  value  the  annual  return  on 
capital  invested.  I  admit  that  if  we  are 
to  separate  site  and  structure  cases  must 
arise  where  it  is  difficult,  perhaps  im- 
possible, to  assign  a  separate  annual  value 
to  the  site.  On  that  I  will  only  say  that 
I  admit  entirely  the  inexpediency  of 
rating     undeveloped     or     unproductive 
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capital.  But  how  are  you  to  avoid  it  ? 
Is  it  avoided  by  confining  the  proposition 
to  urban  districts  1  How  can  we  define 
urban  districts  1  I  venture  to  think  that 
to  define  them  by  the  ordinary  boundaries 
would  be  unfair  and  unjust.  I  could 
from  my  own  experience  quote  cases  in 
which  it  would  be  manifestly  unfair. 
But  again  I  venture  to  maintain  that  the 
examination  which  we  shall  be  able  to 
make  following  on  this  Bill,  should  it 
be  passed,  will  clear  away  many  of  the 
difficulties.  If  the  theories  are  unsound, 
the  knowledge  that  we  shall  gain  will 
explode  and  not  confirm  them,  and  in 
these  circumstances  I  hope  the  Bill  will 
be  read  a  second  time. 

♦The  Earl  of  CRANBROOK  :  My 
Lords,  if  the  noble  Earl  who  has  just  sat 
down  has  a  difficulty  in  understanding 
the  argument  of  the  noble  P^arl  who 
resumed  the  debate  this  evening  as  to 
the  value  of  land  in  counties  if  separated 
from  buildings,  he  must  be  more  fortunate 
as  a  landowner  than  most  of  us  who  sit 
in  this  House.  Take  the  county  of 
Kent.  If  you  were  to  make  a  valuation 
of  the  land  apart  from  the  value  of  the 
buildings  and  improvements  upon  it  and 
the  land  was  then  only  to  be  taxed,  there 
would  be  nothing  left  in  the  county  to 
pay  rates  upon.  I  am  equally  unable  to 
appreciate  how  the  noble  Earl,  who  is  a 
large  landowner,  can  have  any  difficulty 
in  understanding  that.  The  noble  Earl 
said,  at  the  end  of  his  speech,  that  he 
recognised  the  injustice  of  rating  unde- 
veloped or  unproductive  capital ;  but  hovv^, 
ho  asked,  are  you  to  avoid  it.  The  way 
to  avoid  the  injustice  of  taxing  capital 
value  is  to  stick  to  the  present  system  of 
rating  and  not  to  fly  to  one  which 
wouhl  work  injustice  to  landowners  and 
not  have  the  effect  which  the  extreme 
gentlemen  think  it  would  have.  How 
can  you  tax  the  land  value  of  a  house  1 
What  this  Bill  is  wanted  for  is  to  get 
landowners  to  say  that  their  land  i.s 
worth  nothing  at  all.  I  quite  admit  that 
there  are  difficulties  with  regard  to  some 
places  where  land  is  held  up,  but,  in 
regard  to  most  of  our  large  towns,  the 
owners  of  the  surrounding  land  are 
anxious  and  willing  to  sell,  and  are  only 
now  regretting  that  in  consequence  of 
the  present  bad  state  of  affairs  in  the 
building  trade  throughout  the  country 
that  is  impossible.     If  you  are  going  to 

The  Earl  of  Elgin. 


{ LORDS }  (Scotland)  BiU.  1504 

rate  as  building  land,  land  which  is  not 
worth  more  than  agricultural  value  and 
will  not  be  for  many  years  to  come,  you 
will  oblige  landowners  to  give  away  their 
land  because  it  will  not  be  producing 
sufficient  money  to  cover  the  rates 
charged  upon  it.  That  is  an  injustice 
which  I  feel  sure  your  Lordships'  House 
could  not  permit.  I  hope  the  Bill  will 
be  read  a  second  time  with  the  object 
of  improving  it  in  Committee. 

^LoRD  ABINGER :  My  Lords,  I  rise 
to  express  my  full  agreement  wiih 
the  noble  Viscount  who  moved  the  rejec- 
tion of  this  Bill  yesterday,  and  to 
state  very  briefly  my  reasons  therefor. 
I  listened  with  great  interest  to  the 
eloquent  speech  of  the  noble  and  learned 
Lord  on  the  Woolsack,  and  I  was  one  of 
those  who  welcomed  his  assertion  that 
His  Majesty's  Government  did  not  desire 
to  rate  land,  and  land  only.  Still,  His 
Majesty's  present  Administration  are  a 
Government  of  many  voices,  all  of  them 
charming,  and  none  of  them,  I  am  sure, 
more  alluring  than  the  voice  of  the  noble 
and  learned  Lord.  He  dealt  at  length 
with  the  intentions  of  His  Majesty's 
Government;  but  we  have  it  on  very 
high  authority — on  that  of  the  noble 
Earl  the  Lord  President — that  intentions 
of  Governments  are  not  interesting,  but 
that  what  are  interesting  are  the  actions 
which  those  intentions  produce.  Your 
Jijrdships  will  pardon  my  referring  to 
such  uninteresting  things  as  intentions, 
but  many  of  us  feel  that  it  is  precisely 
with  the  intentions  of  His  Majesty's 
Government  that  we  are  dealing  when  we 
are  considering  this  Bill,  because,  although 
the  noble  and  learned  Lord  carefully 
explained  that  it  is  permissive,  it  leads 
up  to  a  larger  policy.  There  was  one 
point,  at  all  events,  which  I  think  was 
rather  glossed  over  by  some  of  the 
speakers  in  favour  of  the  BUI — tho 
([uostion  of  urban  areas.  I  am  sure  there 
is  no  one  in  this  House  or  in  the  House  of 
Commons  who  would  not  admit  at  onco 
that,  where  there  is  land  in  an  urban  area 
preventing  the  proper  development  of 
the  town,  that  land  should  bear  more 
taxation.  I  am  quite  in  agreement  with 
that.  But  the  moment  you  proceed  to 
rate  such  land  at  a  higher  figure  than  at 
present  you  will  find  that  it  will  im- 
mediately decrease  in  value.  It  is 
evident  that  if  land  is  worth  a  certain 
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amount,  and  a  Bill  is  brought  in  rating  it 
at  a  higher  figure,  that  land  will  de- 
preciate, and  the  owner  will  not  receive 
full  value  for  the  land.  I  hardly  think 
this  fair,  and  for  the  reasons  I  have  stated 
I  desire  to  record  my  protest  against  the 
Bill,  and  to  assure  my  noble  friend  that 
I  am  thoroughly  with  him  in  his  Amend- 
ment to  reject  it. 

♦The  Marquess  of  LANSDOWNE  : 
My  liords,  the  noble  Lord  who  intro- 
duced this  Bill  yesterday,  in  a  very 
temperate  and  conciliatory  speech,  was 
good  enough  to  quote  to  the  House  some 
words  which  I  used,  on  the  memorable 
evening  in  August  last  when,  after  an  all- 
night  sitting  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
this  Bill  was  laid  on  the  Table  of  this 
House,  and  it  was  suggested  to  us  that 
we  might  pass  it  into  law  within  the 
few  hours  that  then  remained  of  the 
session.  We  then  thought  that  His 
Majesty's  Government  treated  the  House 
with  somewhat  scant  courtesy  in  making 
that  proposal,  and  we  have  thought  since 
that  I  he  supporters  and  some  of  the  col- 
leagues of  noble  Liords  opposite  treated 
us  with  even  less  courtesy  when  they 
made  our  rejection  of  the  Bill  the  occa- 
sion for  violent  denunciations  of  this 
House  for  thwarting  the  will  of  the 
people. 

I  readily  admit  that  the  circumstances 
this  evening  are  entirely  different  from 
the  circumstances  on  that  occasion.  We 
have  now  abundant  time  to  examine  this 
Bill  in  detail,  and  it  seems  to  me  to  con- 
tain many  proposals  which  stand  greatly 
in  need  of  such  examination.  They 
are  proposals  with  which  I  do  not 
think  we  can  really  get  to  close  quarters 
until  we  arrive  at  the  Committee  stage, 
and  it  is  for  that  reason  that  I  desire  to 
associate  myself  with  my  noble  friends 
Lord  St.  Aidwyn  and  Lord  Balfour  of 
Burleigh  in  recommending  the  House  to 
give  the  Bill  a  Second  Keadin^.  I  am 
very  far  from  taking  upon  myself  to  say 
that  there  is  no  room  for  improvement  in 
the  present  system  of  rating,  but  1  wish 
to  know  a  good  deal  more  than  I  know 
at  present  of  the  particular  mode  in  which 
His  Majesty's  Government  desire  that 
improvement  to  be  effected.  Now  we  are 
told — and  truly  told — that  this  is  not  a 
rating  Bill,  but  I  am  afraid  we  can 
scarcely  accept  it  as  being  a  measure 
involving  nothing   more    than    the    col- 


lection of  a  few  innocent  statistics. 
The  noble  and  learned  Lord  on  the 
Woolsack  has  very  frankly  admitted 
that  this  Bill  is  introduced  as  a  prelimin- 
ary to  ulterior  legislation,  and  we  there- 
fore have  a  right  to  ask  for  some 
information  as  to  the  character  of  that 
ulterior  legislation.  We  have  had  some 
very  interesting  announcements  both 
from  the  noble  and  learned  Lord  and  from 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  as 
to  what  that  legislation  is  not  to  imply. 
I  welcome  those  admissions.  The  noble 
and  learned  Lord  imputed  to  us  that  we 
were  somewhat  uncharitable  when  we 
expressed  our  apprehension  that  behind 
this  Bill  might  lurk  proposals  for  trans- 
ferring the  whole  of  the  incidence  of  the 
rates  to  the  site  value  of  the  land.  I  do 
not  know  whether  we  are  open  to  « 
charge  of  uncharitable ness,  but  I  think  we 
had,  at  any  rate,  some  reasonable  grounds 
for  the  apprehensions  which  we  expressed. 
The  noble  and  learned  Lord  told  us 
indeed  that  it  was  an  impracticable  and 
foolish  dream  to  put  all  the  rates  upon 
the  site,  and  he  said  that  to  do  that  would 
obviously  eat  up  the  land  value  alto- 
gether. With  that  I  entirely  agree.  But 
do  not  let  it  be  forgotten  that  this  Bill 
owes  its  origin  to  the  pressure  put  upon 
His  Majesty's  Government  by  gentlemen 
who  do  dream  these  foolish  dreams  and 
hope  to  see  them  realised. 

This  Bill  originates  in  the  Report  of  a 
Select  Committee  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons which  sat  in  the  year  1906.  I 
noticed  the  other  day  a  very  interesting 
admission  made  by  a  member  of  the 
Committee  as  to  the  manner  in  which 
that  Committee  was  composed.  He 
told  his  hearers  that  it  con- 
tained fifteen  members.  One  absented 
himself,  and  of  the  remaining  fourteen, 
eight  were  pledged  to  the  eyes  to  support 
the  principle  of  the  Bill,  and  three,  in- 
cluding the  Solicitor-General,  who  was, 
unless  I  am  mistaken,  chairman  of  the 
Committee,  were  vice-presidents  of  the 
League    for    the    Taxation    of    Ground 

I  Values.  That  league,  we  are  told,  was 
established  to  promote  the  doctrines  of 

;  Mr.  Henry  George,  and  the  root  and 
groundwork  of  the  Bill  could  be  found  in 
his  theories.  The  noble  and  learned  Lord 
repudiates   the   doctrine  of   Mr.   Henry 

I  George,  but  there  is  something  a  little 
suspicious,  if  I  may  say  so,  in  the  fact 

I  that  this  Bill  proceeds  from  a  quarter  m 
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which  the  doctrines  of  Mr.  Henry  George 
were  notoriously  accepted. 

I  only  want  to  say  a  few  words  as  to 
the  consequences  which  this  Bill  by  itself 
might  have,  entirely  without  reference  to 
ulterior  legislation.  In  the  first  place, 
there  is  the  question  of  expense.  The 
noble  Lord  who  moved,  gave  the  House  a 
very  plausible  argument  to  show  that  we 
were  altogether  wrong  in  anticipating 
that  the  setting  up  of  th's  machinery 
would  be  expensive  to  the  public  or  to  any 
one  else  concerned,  and  he  gave  us  an 
estimate  of  the  cost  of  establishing  this 
valuation  in  some  of  the  great  cities.  The 
noble  Lord's  estimate  was  extraordinarily 
low  and  entirely  unlike  any  other  estimate 
that  to  the  best  of  my  belief  has  been  put 
forward  by  those  most  competent  to  judge. 
A  gentleman,  the  assessor  for  Roxburgh- 
shire, was  cited  by  the  noble  Lord,  who  was 
ready  to  do  the  whole  county  for  JB300.  I 
daresay  ho  was,  but  I  am  afraid  that  does 
not  inspire  me  with  any  great  confidence  in 
his  judgment  as  arbiter  of  the  financial 
fortunes  of  the  people  who  reside  in  the 
county  of  Roxburgh.  Surely,  if  this  work 
of  valuation  is  to  be  done  at  all^  it  ought 
to  be  done  in  a  very  thorough,  careful, 
and  patient  manner.  The  noble  Lord 
who  spoke  just  now  told  us  that  in  his 
view  great  precision  was  not  necessary. 
I  rather  shudder  when  I  am  told  that 
work  of  this  importance  is  to  be  done  in  a 
rough-and-ready  and  haphazard  fashion. 
When  he  told  us  that,  under  the  present 
system  of  valuation,  some  such  proceed- 
ings wore  admissible,  I  think  he  rather 
left  out  of  account  that  the  great  difficulty 
in  the  present  case  would  lie  in  the  duty 
which  will  be  imposed  upon  these  officials 
of  dissecting  the  value  of  the  premises 
and  dividing  that  value  between  the  site 
value  of  the  land  and  the  excrescences  in 
the  way  of  improvements  and  so  forth 
upon  the  surface  of  the  land. 

Then  I  think  the  noble  Lord  left 
out  of  account  the  great  expense 
which  this  operation  must  necessarily  in 
volve  to  the  owners  concerned.  The 
owner  will  have  to  make  minute 
researches  into  the  records  of  his  estate 
in  order  to  satisfy  himself  in  regard  to 
improvements.  I  shall  be  very  much  sur 
prised  if  any  proprietor  will  come  forward 
to  say  that  facts  of  this  kind  could  be 
collected  without  an  investigation  which 
will  be  extremely  laborious  and  some 
what  expensive  besides.     There  is  also 

The  Marquess  of  Lansdotvne. 


the  further  point  that  it  is  quite 
conceivable  that  the  finding  of  the 
assessor  may  not  agree  with  the  con- 
clusions come  to  by  the  owner  and  his 
advisers,  and  that  may  lead  to  veiy 
troublesome  and  perhaps  costly  pro- 
ceedings before  the  matter  is  finally 
adjusted.  But,  at  any  rate,  I  cannot 
bring  myself  to  believe  that,  if  this  pro- 
cess of  revaluation  is,  as  we  are  told  it  is 
to  be,  applied  to  other  parts  of  the 
country — for  example,  to  the  great  City 
of  London — the  expense  which  will  be 
occasioned  will  be  a  negligible  item. 

The  noble  and  learned  Lord  has 
told  us,  not  for  the  first  time,  that  this 
Bill  does  not  in  itself  effect  any  alteration 
in  the  rating  system  of  the  country.  He 
said  that  for  this  purpose  further  legislation 
would  be  necessary,  and  he  indicated 
that  this  House  would  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  considering  such  legislation. 

The  lord  CHANCELLOR  (Lord 
Loreburn)  :  Of  course  the  Bill  contem- 
plates a  future  rating  measure,  and  if  a 
I  future  rating  measure  comes  up  there 
I  will,  of  course,  be  opportunities  of  con- 
sidering it.  I  do  not  enter  on  the  con- 
stitutional question,  but  there  is  no  doubt 
the  House  will  have  opportunities  of  dis- 
cussing such  a  measure. 

♦The  Marquess  op  LANSDOWNE  :  I 
am  very  glad  the  noble  and  learned  Lord 
has  said  that ;  but  what  I  desire  to  insist 
on  is  that  we  are  entitled  to  an  assurance 
that  this  House  will  have  a  real  and  full 
opportunity  of  discussing  these  new  pro- 
posals whenever  it  is  attempted  to  put 
them  into  force.  I  accentuate  the  words 
**  real  and  full  opportunity,"  because 
there  have  been  cases  lately  of  important 
financial  measures,  involving  questions  of 
high  policy,  being  introduced,  which  this 
House  has  not  had  a  full  opportunity  of 
discussing.  The  liord  President  of  the 
Council  will  understand  that  I  am 
alluding  to  the  £100,000  grant  for  school 
buildings,  in  our  view  a  very  irregular 
proceeding,  which  it  was  sought  to  le^ise 
by  tacking  the  proposal  on  to  the  Appro- 
priation Bill,  so  that  the  House  of  Lords 
had  either  to  throw  out  the  Appropriation 
Bill  or  allow  a  very  doubtful  measure  to  go 
forward.  That  is  not  what  I  call  a  fml 
and  real  opportunity. 

I  have  been  a  good  deal  struck  during 
this  discussion  by  what  I  cannot  help 
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describing  as  the  weakness  of  the  founda- 
tion of  fact  on  which  the  Government  pro- 
posal rests.  What  we  are  told  is  some- 
thing of  this  kind.  Land  is  being  held 
back  by  the  owners,  and  the  result  of  that  is 
to  diminish  the  amount  of  land  available  for 
building,  and  the  result  of  that  again  is  that 
such  land  as  is  available  costs  more  than  it 
would  otherwise  cost.  Hence,  it  is  said, 
arise  the  difficulties  which  are  encountered 
in  the  rehousing  of  the  population  of  this 
country.  That  is,  I  understand,  the  way 
in  which  the  caee  is  put.  Now  I  am 
tempted  to  ask  what  evidence  is  there 
that  this  practice  of  holding  back  land  pre- 
vails to  any  great  extent  in  Scotland  or  in- 
deed in  any  part  of  th^  United  Kingdom  1 
Is  it  not  extraordinary  that,  considering 
the  way  in  which  this  Bill  was  challenged. 
His  Majesty's  Ministers  should  not  have 
been  able  to  tell  us,  as  a  matter  of  fact, 
that  they  are  satisfied  that  in  large  cities 
land  is  being  perversely  held  back  by  the 
owners  in  such  a  manner  as  to  retard  the 
natural  and  proper  development  of  the 
cities  adjoining  which  it  is  to  be  found  ? 

The  noble  Lord  who  introduced  the 
Bill  dealt  very  cautiously  with  the  matter. 
He  said  the  existing  system  of  rating 
"  must "  tend  to  land  being  held  up  and 
"  may  "  prove  an  obstacle  to  the  develop- 
ment of  towns,  and  the  noble  and  learned 
Lord  on  the  Woolsack  asked  us  to 
imagine  the  case  of  a  man  with  a  great 
property  which  could  be  built  over 
but  who  kept  the  land  back.  But  we 
are  not  told  where  those  cases  are  to 
found,  and  I  hope  the  noble  Earl  opposite 
who  will  follow  me  will  be  able  to  show 
us  that  there  is  at  any  rate  some  foundation 
of  fact  for  these  statements.  My  Lords, 
I  go  so  far  as  to  say  this,  that  if  you 
could  show  me  that  in  this  City  or  in  any 
other  city  some  obstructive  millionaire 
was  to  be  found  who  was  holding 
back  a  large  area  essential  to  the  proper 
development  of  the  city,  for  his  own 
selfish  purposes,  I  should  agree  that  we 
must  find  some  means  of  dealing  with  him, 
though  I  should  not,  perhaps,  admit  that 
the  particular  mode  suggested  was  the 
most  proper  une  to  adopt.  But  ray  view  is 
that  such  cases,  if  they  exist  at  all,  are  of 
rare  occurrence.  I  cannot  help  believing 
that  the  much  commoner  case  will  be  the 
case  where  the  proprietor  of  building  land 
has  laid  out  his  estate  in  such  a  manner 
as  to  provide  a  reasonable  amount  of 
space,  air,  and  light  round  the  buildings. 


If,  however,  that  is  the  case  at  which  this 
Bill  is  aimed,  I  say  you  are  causing,  not 
a  benefit,  but  a  very  great  disadvantage 
to  the  community. 

I  think  it  is  clear  from  the  statements 
made  from  time  to  time  by  members  of 
His  Majesty's  Government  that  what 
some  of  them,  at  any  rate,  have  in  their 
minds  is  that  you  should  mulct,  not  only 
the  owners  of  undeveloped  land,  but  also 
the  owners  of  land  which  is  not  fully  and 
sufficiently  developed  up  to  some  standard 
of  which  we  are  not  yet  aware  and  about 
which  I  shall  have  a  word  to  say  in  a 
moment.  Observe  what  was  said  by  the 
Solicitor-General  for  Scotland — 

"  The  second  effect  would  be  that  men  who 
were  misusing  their  property,  who  held  valu- 
able sites  upon  which  the  buildings  were 
allowed  to  fall  into  dilapidation  and  oeoay,  or 
sites  carr3*ing  buildings  obviously  unsuitable, 
who  did  not  get  the  full  value  from  a  site — 
from  these  men  there  would  be  required  an 
increase  over  the  rates  they  paid  at  present." 

The  question  arises,  what  is  a  suitable 
amount  of  building  development  1  I 
want  your  Lordships  to  consider  how 
this  process  advocated  by  the  Solicitor- 
General  might,  and  probably  would,  work. 
You  have  a  proprietor  of  a  building  site 
on  which  stands  a  building  six  storeys 
high.  You  have  another  proprietor  of 
a  similar  site  on  which  tnere  are  no 
buildings  at  all,  and  you  have  a  third 
proprietor  who  has  built  on  his  site  a 
building  only  two  storeys  high.  I  want 
to  know  whether  the  man  who  has  built 
only  two  storeys  hi^h  is  to  be  mulcted 
because  he  has  not  built  up  to  the  six- 
storey  standard  which  has  found  favour 
with  his  neighbour?  That  is  a  bare  and 
somewhat  crude  illustration  of  my  mean- 
ing, but  I  hope  it  will  make  it  intelligible 
to  the  noble  Earl.  If,  as  I  rather  antici- 
pate, the  noble  Earl  will  tell  me  that  His 
Majesty's  Government  do  not  intend 
anything  of  the  kind,  then  I  ask  him  lo 
tell  us  what  it  is  they  do  intend,  because 
they  must  have  in  their  minds  some 
standard  at  whi.li  their  new  system  is 
intended  to  aim.  If  we  cannot  get  a 
full  explanation  on  that  point  to  night 
I  hope  it  will  be  pushed  home  when  we 
get  to  the  Committee  stage. 

Then  one  word  as  to  the  question  of 
overcrowding  in  the  great  centres  of 
population.  I  am  afraid  I  must  say  that 
I  am  unable  to  see  how  these  proposals 
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would  really    produce   any    appreciable  f  accommcdation  suitable  for  the  class  of 
effect  on  that  most  difficult  problem.     If !  people  you  want  to  benefit, 
they  are  to  produce  anv  effect  vou  must !      t»  ,        t  i  .1^  -         « 

show  two  things.  You  must  show  that !  ^j?^  \  ^^^^'^  **^e  question  of  over- 
there  reallv  is  building  land  available  i  ^f^wdrng,  let  me  say  that  in  my  opinion 
which  miilit  be  brought  in  and  built  I  ^^.^f,'*^  f «  other  directions  m  which  this 
upon,  and  you  must  also  show  that  bv  ^f^  ^^^  ^J^  diminishing  the  evils 
building  upon  it  you  would  mjike  it  easier  «^  overcrowding,  would  tend  greatly 
and  cheaper  to  rehouse  the  population 
under  economic  conditions.  I  doubt 
very  much  whether  either  of  those  pro 
positions  can  be  made  good.  The  case  of 
rehousing  the  population  does  not  depend 
so  much  upon  the  <juestion  of  site  valuer ,  -        .  .  ^  . 

as  upon  the  great  expense  of  building  and  I  ^''f '  ^P^"^  T^®,s»  «*^«»  ^}^^^^  ^^  ^ 
•         •  g      J       ^        '  forth.     1   read    the    other  day   a   very 


to  increase  those  evils.  Observe  that 
your  proposal  is  to  penalise  the  man 
who  does  not  cover  every  square  foot  of 
his  property  with  bricks  and  mortar. 
What  a  comment  that  is  on  the  move- 
ment now  in  force  for  providing  public 


upon  other  circumstances, 
the  other  day  an  illustration,  which  I 
believe  to  bo  a  reasonable  one,  of  the 
extent  of  relief  which  this  new  system 
would  afford.  I  take  a  tenement 
in  Glasgow  or  some  other  great 
city,  the  occupant  of  which  would 
pay  5s.  a  week  for  it.  I  am  told 
that,  if  it  is  possible  to  disentangle  the 
site  value,  you  may  very  fairly  charge 
one  tenth  of  that  5s.,  or  6d.,  to  site  value. 
Supposing  the  result  of  the  Bill  was  to 
bring  down  the  rates  in  Glasgow  by 
33  per  cent.,  what  is  the  measure  of  relief 
the  occupant  of  such  a  room  would  get  ? 
About  one-third  of  6d.  a  week — that  is 
to  say,  2d.  a  week.  That  is  surely  not  a 
result  for  the  sake  of  which  it  is  worth 
while  to  revolutionise  the  whole  system 
of  rating. 

I  am  afraid  the  real  difficulty  of  re 
housing  lies  far  deeper  than  that.  It 
arises  from  the  fact  that  the  waifs  and 
strays  of  the  population,  the  persons 
who  cannot  get  regular  employment,  drift 
into  the  towns  and  swell  that  throng 
which  the  President  of  the  liOcal  Govern- 
ment Board  described  not  long  ago  as  an 
aggregation  of  aimless,  helpless,  hopeless, 
unemployable  people  who  cannot  pay 
rent  for  a  decent  class  of  building.  \ou 
may  spend  your  rates  and  erect  rows  of 
improved  buildings,  but  people  of  that 
class  cannot  afford  to  live  in  them.  I 
remember  when  on  a  visit  to  (jlasgow 
last  autumn  I  was  much  struck  by  what  I 
found  there.  Glasgow,  as  your  Lordships 
know,  is  one  of  the  cities  in  which  the 
C(mgestion  of  population  is  most  serious, 
and  yet  at  the  time  I  refer  to  I  believe  I  am 
right  in  siiying  that  there  were  no  fewer 
than  15,000  emptv  houses  in  the  city. 
That  shows  that  the  difficulty  is  not  one 
of  finding  accommodation,  but  of  finding 

The  Marquess  of  Lansdowne, 


interesting  observation  made  by  Mr. 
•ht^tico  Neville,  who  is,  I  understand, 
the  chaiiman  of  the  Garden  Cities  Asso- 
ciation. This  is  what  he  said  with  regard 
to  the  prc»posal  to  tax  site  values — 

"  No  conceivable  device  could  be  hit  nptm 
nil Te  certain  to  make  the  overcrowding  of  the 
present  time  as  nothing  compareti  nith  the 
ovtTci-owding  of  the  future.*' 

And  he  wont  on  to  say  that  his  associa- 
tion could — 

'*  Not  give  any  support  whatever  to  any 
proposition  wliich  would  impoee  a  penahy 
upon  those  who  were  desirous  to  leave  land 
available  for  building  anbnilt  upon  so  that 
there  might  be  better  breathing  space  for  those 
who  were  more  or  letsi  crowded  together  for 
the  ]>urp08eH  of  their  business  and  for  the 
puri>ose  of  access  to  the  great  centres." 

The  noble  and  learned  Lord  on  the  Wool- 
sack relied  last  night  on  the  Report  of  the 
Housing  Commission  of  1885.  But  I  am 
told,  on  what  I  believe  to  be  good 
authority,  that  that  Commission  had  not 
before  it  any  evidence  with  regard  to  the 
withholding  of  land  available  for  building 
owing  to  selfish  considerations.  I  find 
moreover,  not  in  the  Eeport  itself,  but 
in  the  appendix,  this  remarkable  state- 
ment by  the  late  Lord  Salisbury  as  to 
the  proposal  to  tax  site  values — 

''It  would  operate  as  a  penalty  on  all  open 
H paces  except  thone  belonging  to  a  pnblio 
authority.  Urban  or  suburban  ganlens  would 
especially  sutter.'* 

I  l)olieve  that  to  be  absolutely  true. 

One  word  as  to  the  new  basis  of  rating 
which,  we  are  told,  is  to  be  set  up.  The 
noble  Lord  who  spoke  last  for  His 
Majesty's  Government  told  us  that  he 
had  no  doubt  as  to  the  inexpediency  of 
rating  undeveloped  capital.  That  is  a 
very  valuable  admission,  though  I  wish 
the   noble   Lord  had    not    qoidified   it 
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immediately  afterwards  by  telling  us 
that  that  was  exactly  what  His  Majesty's 
Government  proposed  to  do.  What  we 
are  asked  to  do  is  to  abandon  the  present 
system  of  rating,  which,  though  it  may 
be  a  rough  and  ready  one,  works  well 
and  is  intelligible  to  everyone,  for  a 
system  which  has  not  been  tried,  and 
which,  I  fear,  will  not  prove  intelligible 
or  easy  to  work.  At  present  the 
owner  of  real  estate  pays  in  propor- 
tion to  his  stake  in  the  district  and 
in  proportion  to  the  services  he  obtains 
at  the  expense  of  the  rates.  You  rate 
him  on  what  you  know,  or  approxi- 
mately on  what  you  know  he  has  got. 
But  in  the  future  you  are  going  to  rate 
him  on  something  which  somebody  else 
tliinks  that  he  may  get  some  day.  That 
is  a  very  different  thing. 

The  noble  Lord  who  moved  the  Bill 
told  us  that  what  he  wanted  to  get  at  was 
the  real  ground  value.  But  the  real 
ground  value  is  something  to  be  fixed 
for  you  by  an  assessor,  who  is,  after  all, 
a  very  human  and  fallible  person,  anJ 
who  has  got  to  project  his  mind  into  the 
future  and  conjecture  a  purely  imaginary 
transaction  between  imaginary  parties ; 
and,  as  a  result  of  that  conjecture,  you 
are  given  the  basis  on  which  everybody  is 
to  pay  his  rates.  I  have  not  that  blind 
confidence  in  all  public  officials  that  His 
Majesty's  Ministers  seem  to  have,  and  my 
confidence  in  them  is  not  increased  by 
the  fact  that  I  find  even  His  Majesty's 
Ministers  themselves  putting  forward 
what  seem  to  be  fallacies  of  the  most 
extraordinary  description.  Here  is  one 
which  I  have  taken  from  the  same  source 
— it  is  a  fertile  source— the  utterances  of 
the  Solicitor-General  for  Scotland.  He 
announced  not  long  ago  that  land — 

*•  Owes  its  value,  not  to  the  exertions  or  tlie 
expenditare  of  individual  owners,  but  to  the 
industry,  energy,  and  enterprise  and  to 
the  expenditure  and  rates  of  the  community." 

That  is,  if  I  may  bo  allowed  to  say  so,  a 
most  wild  and  extravagant  doctrine. 
Will  the  noble  Earl  who  is  to 
follow  me  contend  that  the  man  who 
builds  a  house  at  the  cost,  say,  of 
£20,000,  owes  the  whole  value  of  his 
property  to  the  expenditure  and  rates 
of  the  community  :  I  hope  the  noble 
Earl  will  tell  us  whether  that  is  a  doctrine 
that  commends  itself  to  him  and  his 
colleagues.  If  it  does  not,  the  sooner  he 
brashes  it  on  one  side  the  better. 


I  have  mentioned  these  points  as  points 
in  regard  to  which  we  desire  to  get  to 
close  quarters  in  Committee,  and  it  may 
be  convenient  to  the  noble  Earl  who  will 
reply  if  I  enumerate  one  or  two  of 
those  as  to  which,  I  think,  we  are 
entitled  to  information  either  to- night  or 
on  some  future  occasion.  In  the  first 
place,  we  shall  ask  for  an  interpretation 
of  the  standard  of  valuation  laid  down  in 
Section  3.  Do  noble  Lords  opposite 
adopt  the  Solicitor-General's  formula  that 
the  basis  of  every  one's  rates  is  to  be  the 
best  use  that  he  can  make  of  his  pro- 
perty—that is  to  say,  the  use  which  ho 
would  make  of  it  if  he  screwed  it  up  to 
10  the  very  highest  point  by  covering  it 
with  buildings  of  all  sorts —or  are  they 
prepared  to  take  into  account  what  I 
may  call  the  reasonable  use  of  the  pro- 
perty by  an  owner  who  has,  perhaps,  not 
attempted  to  develop  it  quite  to  the 
fullest  extent. 

Then,  I  think,  we  shall  have  to  a-k  that, 
if  this  Bill  becomes  law,  ample  time  should 
be  given  in  which  these  valuations  are 
to  be  made.  It  would  obviously  be 
improper  that  they  should  bo  hurried 
through  with  too  great  haste,  and  I  hope, 
<ilso,  we  shall  be  told  that  either  in  the 
Bill  or  in  some  supplementary  regulations 
rules  will  be  laid  down  for  the  guid- 
ance of  the  officials  concerned.  It  seems 
to  me  most  important  that  we  should 
endeavour  to  secure  uniformity  of  system 
and  that  this  process  of  valuation  should 
not  proceed  in  a  haphazard  fashion, 
variously  interpreted  by  various  officials. 
And,  lastly,  although  I  do  not  think  I 
need  press  for  this,  I  hope  we  shall  be 
told  again  that  it  is  the  intention  of  His 
Majesty's  Government  not  to  interfere 
with  existing  contracts. 

Those  are  points  which,  I  think,  we  shall 
have  to  press,  and  there  are  two  others 
which  are  very  well  worthy  of  considera- 
tion. Is  it  intended  to  confine  the 
operation  of  this  Bill  to  limited  areas,  or 
do  you  desire  that  it  should  apply  to  the 
whole  of  Scotland  ?  Your  Lordships  will 
not  forget  that  the  Bills  which  have 
already  passed  on  this  subject  dealt 
merely  with  urban  areas,  and  I  think  my 
noble  friend  behind  me,  Lord  Mar,  gave 
your  Lordships  a  very  appropriate  de- 
scription of  the  manner  in  which  such  a 
system  would  aflfect  purely  agricultural 
districts  in  which  the  unimproved  value 
of  the  land  might  be  a  minus  quantity 
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and  where,  consequently,  the  whole,  or 
the  greater  part,  of  the  burden  of  the 
rates  would  be  transferred  from  the 
purely  agricultural  part  of  the  area 
and  thrown  upon  those  who  are  so 
unfortunate  as  to  dwell  in  the  towns 
and  villages.  And  then  I  think  we 
ought  to  consider  very  carefully  whether 
some  extent  of  local  option  should 
not  be  allowed  to  local  authorities 
before  they  are  compelled  to  put  in  force 
the  provisions  of  the  Bill.  Your  Lord- 
ships have  seen  the  weighty  protest  that 
was  received  the  other  day  from  the  city 
of  Edinburgh,  and  it  does  seem  to  me 
that  great  hardship  would  be  involved 
if,  in  such  a  case,  a  system  of  this 
sort  were  to  be  imposed  on  an  authority 
that  was  reluctant  to  accept  it.  Upon  all 
these  points  we  are  far  from  satisfied. 
We  are  glad  to  give  the  Government  the 
opportunity  of  convincing  us.  That 
opportunity  will  most  properly  arise 
when  we  get  into  Committee.  We  shall 
then  be  in  a  much  better  position  to  deal 
at  close  quarters  with  all  doubtful  points 
and  to  decide  whether  this  measure  is 
one  which  your  Lordships  should  send 
down  to  the  other  House. 

*The  lord  president  of  the 
COUNCIL  (The  Earl  of  Crewe)  :  My 
Lords,  the  noble  Marquess  stated  very 
truly  that  there  was  a  marked  difference 
between  this  debate  and  that  which  took 
place  on  26th  August  of  last  year.  At  that 
time  the  rejection  of  the  Bill  was  moved 
by  Lord  Robertson,  and  it  was  thrown  out 
without  any  protest  on  the  part  of  noble 
Lords  opposite.  The  noble  Marquess 
stated  that  we  had  made  a  somewhat 
unfair  use— I  think  that  was  the  gist  of 
his  observations — of  that  rejection  to 
attack  your  Lordships'  House.  Well, 
was  the  Bill  rejected  hist  year  on  the 
ground  of  date  or  on  its  merits  ?  Lord 
Robertson  moved  the  rejection  of  the 
Bill  in  a  very  powerful  speech,  in  which 
he  had  not  a  good  word  to  say  for  the 
Bill.  It  is  perfectly  true  that  at  a  later 
period  of  the  debate  the  noble  Marq^uess 
opposite  called  attention,  as  he  was  per- 
fectly entitled  to  do,  to  the  fact  that  the 
Bill  arrived  at  an  unconscionably  late 
period  of  the  session.  That  we  fully 
admitted,  and  we  expreH'(e<i  our  regret 
that  it  should  bo  so  ;  but  it  was  not  stated 
at  the  time  that  that  was  the  groun<l  of 
objection,  and  certainly  during  the  whole 
of  the  autumn  and  winter  wo  were  under 

The  Marquess  of  LansdoivM. 


the  impression  that  the  Bill  was  rejected 
because  your  Lordships  considered  it  to 
be  radically  bad. 

There  are  still  two  lines  of  criticism. 
One  is  of  an  entirely  uncompromising 
kind,  adopted  by  the  noble  Viscount  who 
moved  the  rejection  and  others.  On  the 
other  hand,  noble  Lords  who  spoke  on 
the  Front  Bench  opposite  have  taken  a 
different  attitude.  They  have  expressed 
a  willingness  to  see  the  Bill  read  a  second 
time,  and  they  have  not  disputed  the 
fact  that  the  present  system  of  rating— 
which  presumably  the  noble  Lord  who 
moved  the  rejection  believes  to  be  the 
best  in  the  world — has  defects  which 
demand  attention.  Lord  Balfour,  as  we 
know,  was  a  member  of  the  'Royal  Com- 
mission on  Local  Taxation,  and  as  one  of 
the  authors  of  the  famous  Minority  Ee- 
porfi  he  has  admitted  the  propriety  of  a 
separate  taxation  of  sites. 

Lord  Lansdowne  asks  us  what  is  the 
basis  on  which  we  propose  to  proceed  in 
this  matter— is  it  to  be  capital  value  or 
annual  value  ?  From  one  point  of  view 
the  two  things  can  be  regarded  as  the 
same.  If  you  are  content  to  regard 
capital  value  as  a  certain  number  of  years 
purchase,  it  does  not  very  much  matter 
which  you  choose  as  your  basis.  You 
may  assume  that  there  are  three  fairly 
similar  sites,  one  perhaps  with  an  hotel 
upon  it  which  pays  £1,000  a  year,  and 
the  site  may  be  taken  as  worth  £30,000— 
that  is  to  say,  30  years  purchase.  You 
may  have  a  site  close  by  less  fully  and 
profitably  occupied  bringing  in  a  rental 
of  £500  a  year;  that  may  be  worth 
£20,000,  or  40  years  purchase.  You 
may  have  another  site  bringing  only 
in  £100;  it  may  be  worth  £15,000,  or 
150  years  purchase.  But  I  have  not 
understood  that  the  noble  Lord,  Lord 
Balfour,  stipulates  that  in  no  circum- 
stances in  rating  is  anything  to  be  taken 
into  consideration  except  the  rent  actually 
paid.  That  is  to  say  that  if  a  building 
site  is  covered  with  thistles,  that  it  ought 
to  be  rated  only  at  the  value  which  land 
covered  with  thistles  brings  in.  Having 
studied  that  Minority  Report  carefully, 
that  is  not  the  conclusion  I  draw  from  it 
I  do  not  know  what  the  personal  opinion 
of  the  noble  Lord  may  be,  but  certainly 
I  should  never  have  gathered  that  the 
able  gentlemen  responsible  for  that  Report 
altogether  dismissed  the  idea  of  taxation 
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apart  from  the  actual  rent  brought  in  at 
the  moment. 

The  noble  Marquess  used  arguments 
to  show  that  from  the  most  important  of 
all  points  of  view— that  of  housing — 
little  good  could  be  expected  from  any 
rating  reform  in  the  direction  which  it  is 
generally  assumed  we  shall  follow. 
But  the  noble  Marquess  used  two  argu- 
ments which  are  mutually  destructive. 
One  is  th^t  if  you  place  any  considerable 
portion  of  the  rate  on  the  site,  the  rates 
in  the  centre  of  the  town  will  be  so  high 
that  those  who  own  the  land  will  be 
compelled  to  place  on  it  buildings  of  a 
much  greater  height,  so  that  there  will  be 
more  congestion  than  ever.  The  other 
argument  is  that  the  rating  of  unoccupied 
land  in  the  suburbs  will  also  be  increase  J 
and  all  open  spaces  will  be  abolished.  I 
cannot  see  how  both  things  can  be  true, 
and  it  seems  to  me  exceedmgly  doubtful 
whether  either  is. 

As  to  the  central  part,  it  must  be 
remembered  that  the  most  valuable  sites 
are  not  inhabited  by  poor  people  at  all ; 
and  as  to  the  building  of  skyscrapers,  you 
have  the  protection  of  the  Building  Acts ; 
and  in  most  cases  it  will  be  by  no  means 
economic  to  pull  down  existing  houses  to 
build  taller  ones  on  the  sites.  As  to 
the  suburbs,  I  certainly  thought  that  it 
was  a  matter  of  common  agreement 
among  all  people  interested  in  land 
reform  that  nothing  more  michievous 
could  be  done  than  to  force  into  the 
market,  by  a  rate  or  tax,  all 
the  land  that  lies  vacant,  without 
regulations  as  to  how  it  is  to  be  used. 
It  is  perfectly  evident  that  if  you  merely 
went  to  work  and  rated  all  unoccupied 
land  and  threw  it  into  the  market  at  the 
mercy  of  speculators  some  of  the  bad 
results  indicated  might  very  easily  follow. 
But  by  town-planning  and  insistence 
on  open  spaces,  it  would  be  perfectly 
easy  to  provide  against  the  evils  that 
would  follow  a  crude  and  thoughtless 
plunge  into  this  question  of  rating. 

The  noble  Marquess  asked  whether 
land  was  held  up  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  towns.  He  asked  whether  we  could 
nama  instances.  Well,  can  he  name  any 
instance  to  the  contrary  1  I  put  the 
matter  in  that  way  because  it  is  the  in- 
variable practice  of  those  with  building 
estates  near  towns  to  have  them  nibbled 
off  piece  by  piece  at  high  values  when  the 
demand  is  at  the  greatest.     If  in  years 


past  landowners  would  have  been  content 
to  sell  their  building  land  in  large  blocks 
for  sums  which  might  seem  to  be  com- 
paratively little  compared  with  what 
would  be  realised  by  the  slow  process  of 
selling  inch  by  inch,  if  they  had  done 
that  and  put  the  money  by,  they  would 
often  be  as  well  off  as  if  they  had 
held  on  to  the  land  and  sold  it  little  by 
little. 

I  have  an  instance.  Such  a  case  is  that 
of  the  Garden  City  at  Letchworth.  It 
was  owing  to  the  low  price  paid  for  it, 
although  I  have  no  doubt  the  price  paid 
the  owner  very  well,  that  it  was  found 
possible  to  build  houses  at  reasonable 
rents.  Then  there  is  the  Hampstead 
Garden  suburb,  which  consists  of  240 
acres  of  land,  the  property  of  the  trustees 
of  Eton  College.  I  have  no  hesitation 
in  saying  that  an  ordinary  landowner 
owning  that  estate  would  have  gone  to 
work  in  the  usual  way,  gradually  de- 
veloping it  and  getting,  in  the  course  of 
fifty  years,  something  like  £1,500  or 
£2,000  an  acre.  The  Eton  College 
trustees,  anxious  to  encourage  this  experi- 
ment, sold  the  whole  240  acres  at  a  price 
which  no  doubt  seems  low  for  land  near 
London ;  but  I  believe  they  not  only  acted 
in  a  public-spirited  way,  but  in  a  wav 
which  was  in  perfect  conformity  witn 
their  interests.  That  is  my  answer  to 
what  the  noble  Marquess  said.  I  do  not 
say  that  it  is  the  practice  to  hold  up  land 
in  a  dramatic  way,  which  leaves  people 
struggling  to  get  a  square  yard  here  and 
there  ;  but  the  whole  system  of  develop- 
ing town  properties  in  this  country  has 
been  piecemeal  and  haphazard,  and  most 
mischievous  in  its  results. 

My  noble  friend  on  the  cross  benches 
asked  a  question  yesterday  as  to  why 
Scotland  was  chosen  as  the  subject  of  this 
new  legislation.  It  might  be  an  answer^ 
though  I  admit  not  a  good  one,  to  say 
that  we  must  begin  somewhere,  and  that 
the  reasons  for  starting  in  Scotland  are 
as  good  as  those  for  starting  in  England. 
But  I  think  the  reasons  are  even  better ; 
because  there  exists  in  Scotland  a  com- 
plete apparatus  available  for  complete 
valuation.  There  is  a  staff  of  assessors 
and  everything  is  ready  to  hand.  In 
England  there  are  no  assessors,  and  all 
that  machinery  which  exists  in  Scotland 
would  have  to  be  brought  into  existence 
here.  That  supplies  some  answer  to  the 
question  that  my  noble  friend  asks. 
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Earl  ROSEBEKY:  My  noble 
relative  has  not  quite  stated  my  question 
correctly.  I  asked  why  a  Scottish  Bill 
should  be  founded  on  an  English 
argument. 

*The  Earl  of  CREWE :  My  impres- 
sion is  that  the  noble  Lord  who  intro- 
duced the  Bill  dealt  very  freely  with 
Scottish  arguments.  I  admit  that  the  noble 
and  learned  Lord  on  the  Woolsack  used 
various  English  illustrations,  but  if  they 
were  germane,  as  I  believe  they  were,  to 
the  subject,  he  was  entitled  to  do  so. 
Another  question  asked  is,  "Why  apply 
this  Bill  to  rural  subjects  at  all?"  and 
the  noble  Marquess  asked  us  what 
explanation  we  gave  of  the  basis  of 
valuation  contained  in  sub-section  1  of 
Clause  3  of  the  Bill.  It  is  true  that 
exception  may  be  taken  to  the  wording  of 
the  clause.  When  that  clause  was 
originally  introduced  in  another  place  it 
contained,  if  I  may  use  a  phrase  well- 
known  in  another  connection,  a  time  limit. 
It  only  applied  to  a  date  twenty  years 
back.  Exception  was  taken  to  this  by  Mr. 
Balfour  on  a  ground  which  was  admitted 
to  have  a  certain  amount  of  substance  by 
those  in  charge  of  the  measure,  and  the 
time  limit  was  in  consequence  withdrawn. 
I  think  it  is  only  right  to  mention  that 
when  the  impossibility  of  carrying  out 
the  particular  valuation  under  this  sub- 
section is  argued  as  it  has  been  by  more 
than  one  noble  Lord. 

It  is  said,  no  doubt  with   truth,  that 
the  effect  of  applying  the  Bill  to  rural 
districts  would  be  to   transfer  to   some 
extent  the  burden  of  rates  upon  purely 
agricultural  land  to  subjects  of  a  more 
accommodating  character ;  and  no  doubt 
in   rural    districts    that    would   be    the 
g<Mieral   ellect.     But  it   seems  to  me  to 
be  strange  to  hear  a  complaint  of  that 
kind  in  your  Lordship'  House.     I  have 
always    believed    that     one     particular 
grievance  dwelt  on  by  noble  Lords  is  the  ' 
hardship   with  which   the   rates  fall   on  ' 
purely  agricultural  land,  and  I  had  hoped  i 
that  any  measure  which  had  a  tendency  I 
to  relieve  agricultural  land  at  the  expense  ' 
of  urban  or  semi-urban  property  would  I 
rather  be  welcomed  by  those  to  whom  the 
interests  of  agiiculture  are   particularly 
dear. 

Lord  BALFOUR  of  BURLEIGH: 
Even  if  we  do  not  think  the  redistribution 
fair? 


*The  Earl  op  CREWE:  That,  of 
course,  must  be  purely  a  matter  of 
opinion.  We  are  not  likely  to  propose 
anything  which  we  consider  unfair,  and 
there  will  no  doubt  be  plenty  of  oppor- 
tunity for  arguing  the  matter.  The 
noble  Marquess  said  something  on  the 
question  of  cost,  but  this  point  has  been 
fully  dealt  with  by  my  noble  friend  the 
Colonial  Secretary.  It  is  no  doubt  tnie 
that  you  can  go  to  any  expense  you  like 
if  you  choose  to  employ  sufficiently 
I  expensive  people  to  make  the  valua- 
tion ;  but,  as  far  as  rural  valuations  are 
concerned,  there  is  no  reason  to  suppose 
that  on  any  ordinary  estate  ample 
material  does  not  exist  enabling  the 
landowners  to  make  the  valuation  required 
with  little  trouble  or  cost. 

The  noble  Marquess  referred  to  Amend- 
ments which  he  desired  to  see  proposed. 
One  of  them  dealt  with  this  question  of 
including  rural  districts,  and  Lord  St. 
xVldwyn  mentioned  the  possibility  of 
proceeding  by  way  of  experiment  and 
instituting  a  kind  of  local  option.  I  ao 
not  profess  to  bo  profoundly  informed  on 
this  su])ject,  but  I  should  have  thought 
that  there  was  a  certain  amount  of  danger 
in  instituting  a  local  option.  If  there 
were  local  option  as  to  this  Bill,  the  pres- 
sure might  be  put  upon  the  authorities 
to  apply  local  option  to  the  principle 
upcm  which  rating  is  to  be  earned 
!  out.  That  is  a  prospect  from  which  I 
I  myself  should  shrink.  I  think  that  this 
I  ought  to  bo  a  great  national  and  uniform 
system,  and  if  you  begin  now  applying  it 
partially  you  mav  find  that  the  result 
vrhich  I  have  indicated,  a  most  undesir- 
able one  in  my  opinion,  might  possibly 
Follow. 

The  noble  Man^uess  asked  us  what 
facilities  would  be  given  for  the  discus- 
sion of  the  Bill  brought  in  to  deal  with 
the  question  of  rating.  I  cannot  give  an 
answer  offhand,  but  I  can  safely  say  that 
any  rating  Bill  brought  in  in  conse- 
ijuence  of  the  passing  of  this  measure  will 
be  brought  forward  in  the  usual  way,  and 
passed  through  your  Lordships'  House  in 
t}he  usual  manner.  I  will  not  go  into  the 
questions  that  are  more  suitable  for  treat- 
ment by  Amendments  in  Committee,  such 
as  the  officials  to  be. employed  and  appeal 
from  the  assessors  to  some  superior  Court 
But  I  am  able  to  satisfy  the  noble  Lords 
opposite  as  to  existing  contracts,  and  to 
repeat  the  declarations  made  by  thePrioM 
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Minister,  the  Lord  Advocate,  and  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  as  to  the 
preservation  of  existing  contracts.  We 
are  gratified,  as  well  as  slightly  amused, 
at  the  sigh  of  relief  which  went  up  from 
noble  Lords  opposite  when  they  dis- 
covered that  His  Majesty's  Groverument 
did  not  entertain  in  their  entirety  the 
views  on  land  questions  of  the  late  Mr. 
Henry  George. 

Lord  BALFOUR  of  BURLEIGH:  Or 
of  the  Solicitor-General  for  Scotland. 

♦The  Earl  of  CREWE :  I  have  no 
reason  to  suppose  that  the  Solicitor- 
General  holds  the  views  entertained  by 
the  late  Mr.  Henry  George.  That  sigh 
of  relief  was  perhaps  a  little  stagey,  for 
noble  Lords  opposite  know  perfectly  well 
that  the  Government  do  not  entertain 
those  views.  If  it  is  any  satisfaction  to 
noble  Lords  opposite,  all  those  sitting  on 
the  Front  Government  Bench  are  willing 
to  riae  one  after  another  and  to  make  a 
solemn  declaration  to  that  elFect.  At  the 
same  time,  we  do  l^elievo,  as  my  noble 
and  learned  friend  on  the  Woolsack  said, 
that  there  is  a  real  and  substantial  griev- 
ance in  this  matter.  It  may  not  be  easy 
to  meet  that  grievance  in  its  entirety, 
for  the  matter  is  one  of  great  difficulty 
and  great  complication.  But  unless  you 
are  prepared  to  say  that  the  present 
system  is  the  best  possible  and  that 
we  should  leave  it  alone,  no  other 
plan  or  method  has  been  suggested 
for  readjusting  the  incidence  of  rates 
except  by  something  which  must  be 
founded  on  provisions  such  as  those  we 
are  asking  your  Lordships  to  give  assent 
to.  It  is  perfectly  true,  we  frankly 
admit,  that  a  great  many  other  things  of 
which  we  do  not  approve  might  also  bo 
founded  on  such  a  measure.  But  that  is 
not  the  point.  If  you  are  to  do  anything 
at  all  you  must  proceed,  first  of  all,  by 
making  the  valuation  proposed,  and  that 
is  why  we  ask  your  Lordships  to  read  the 
Bill  a  second  time. 

The  Earl  OF  WEMYSS  :  My  Lords, 
may  I  be  permitted  to  state,  in  a  very 
few  words,  the  view  I  take  of  this  Bill 
which  we  are  now  iisked  to  road  a  second 
time?  When  we  aie  asked  to  give  a 
Second  Reading  to  a  Bill  the  acceptability 
or  otherwise  of  the  measure  depends  en- 
tirely upon  its  principle.  It  is  on  the 
principle  of  the  Bill  that  the  House  gives 
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its  verdict.  What  then,  my  Lords,  is  the 
principle  of  this  Bill  ?  It  was  described 
by  the  noble  Viscount  who  moved  its 
rejection  as  embodying  the  views  regard- 
ing land  of  the  late  Mr.  Henry  George. 
Lord  Saltoun  used  the  same  language. 
He  told  us  that  it  was  a  Henry  George 
Bill,  and  one  of  the  worst  projects  ever 
introduced  into  your  Lordships'  House. 
I  hold  in  my  hand  an  extract  from  a 
petition  which  I  presented  two  or  three 
days  ago  from  the  landowners  of  Falkirk 
and  adjoining  districts,  and  this  is  what 
they  say  as  regards  the  principle  of  the 
Bill — 

**  The  i)riDciplc  of  the  Bill  is  revolationary  ; 
it  revolutionises  the  Scottish  a»8e<<sineut  sysieiii 
which  has  been  going  on  quietly  for  t!ie  last 
fifty  yeai*8,  and  puts  into  force  tbe  principles  of 
Mr.  Henry  George  for  the  confiscation  of 
land.'' 

Everything,   I   think,     shows    thsSt  this 
is  the  tendency  of  the  measure.     What 
was   Mr.    Henry    George's    policy]      It 
so     happened     that    some     fifteen     or 
twenty  years  ago  I  received,  <iuite  un- 
expectedly,  a  telegram    from    Americii 
asking,  "  VVhat  do  you  think  of  Henry 
George's  policy  ?     I  did  not  know  why 
i  the  telegram  had  been  sent  to  me.  Possibly 
I  Mr.    Henry   George   was    standing    for 
,  some  position  or  another  in  America  at 
I  the  time.     At  any  rate,  200  words  of  a 
I  reply  had  been  prepaid.     My  answer  to 
'  the   telegram    was  a  simple  one ;    200 
i  words  WAS  quite  unnecessary.     My  reply 
;  was — 

**  A  simple  appeal  to  the  predatory  instincts 
of  primitive  man." 

I  That  is  a  true  definition  of  the  policy  at 
the  back  of  this  Bill.     We  are  asked  to 
swallow  a  measure  containing  this  evil 
principle.     I  for  my  part  am  not  pre- 
pared to  do  so,  and  I  trust  that  my  noble 
friend  will  stand  to  his  guns  and  take  a 
I  division  against  the  Bill.     It  is  the  best 
'  thing  you  can  do  for  your  Party  and  for 
I  this  House,  because  the  country  will  then 
:  know  that  they  have  a  body  of  men  who 
i  will  stand  between  them  and  the  policy 
'  of  Henry  George.     If  my  noble  friend, 
'  as  I  hope  he  will,  divides  the  House,  I 
I  shall  have  pleasure  in  telling  with  him. 

I  Viscount  KIDLEY:  My  Lords, 
before  the  noble  and  learned  Lord 
on  the  Woolsack  puts  the  Question, 
may  I  ask  leave  to  withdraw  my 
Amendment?  I  am  not  convinced  by 
what  has  fallen  from  the  noble  Marquesi^ 
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on  the  Front  Bench  or  from  other  noble 
Lords  who  have  argued  that  you  can 
convert  this  into  a  workable  Bill,  but  I 
am  of  opinion  that  their  experience  is 
entitled  to  respect  and  that  the  experiment 
may  be  tried  in  Committee  of  endeavour- 
ing to  make  the  Bill  workable.  But  I 
would  remind  the  noble  Earl  who  has 
just  sat  down  that,  if  the  Bill  is  not  made 
workable  in  Committee,  there  will  be 
another  opportunity  on  Third  Reading 
for  the  House  to  express  its  opinion. 

The  Earl  of  WEMYSS  :  Do  you 
run  away  from  your  Motion  ? 

Viscount  RIDLEY  :  I  withdraw  it. 

Amendment,  by  leave  of  the  House, 
withdrawn ;  Then  the  original  Motion 
agreed  to  ;  Bill  read  2*^  accordingly,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House. 


SUNDAY    CLOSING    (SHOPS)    BILL,    [h.l.] 
House    in    Committee    (according    to 
Order). 

[The  Earl  of  Onslow  in  the  Chair.] 

Clauses  1  and  2  agreed  to. 

Clause  3  : 

Lord  ORANMORE  and  BROWNE 
moved  to  omit,  from  the  beginning  of 
Paragraph  (a)  in  sub  section  1  of  Clause 
3,  the  words  "  The  opening  or  keeping 
open  of  any  shop  solely  for  the  purposes 
of  any  of  the  trades,"  and  to  insert  the 
words,  "  The  sale  or  offering  for  sale 
of  any  of  the  articles."  He  explained 
that  the  object  of  this  Amendment, 
and  of  the  consequential  Amendments 
following  it,  was  to  allow  small  shops 
which  could  not  be  said  to  belong  to 
any  special  trade,  but  which  catered 
for  many  wants,  to  be  kept  open.  There 
were,  he  said,  many  such  all  over  England. 
In  Barrow-in-Furness  alone  small  shops 
of  this  kind  were  kept  by  fifty-three 
widows  with  eighty-two  children  depend- 
ent on  them,  and  by  ten  women  with 
infirm  husbands  and  thirty-four  children 
dependent  upon  them.  It  was  doubtful 
whether,  under  the  clause  as  it  stood, 
these  persons  would  be  able  to  open  their 
shops  on  Sunday. 

Viacouni  liidUym 


Amendment  moved — 

'*  In  page  1,  line  26,  to  leave  out  from  the 
beginning  of  paragraph  (a)  to  the  word  *  men- 
tione'd*  in  line  27,  and  to  ioBert  the  words 
*  The  sale  or  offering  for  sale  of « any  of  the 
articles.*  " — {Lord  Oranmore  and  Broume.) 

Lord  AVEBURY  thought  lie  could 
convince  the  noble  Lord  of  the  un- 
desirability  of  pressing  the  Amendment. 
The  words  in  the  clause  were  those 
agreed  to  by  the  Committee  of  their 
Lordships'  House  who  examined  very 
carefully  into  the  whole  question,  and 
great  danger  was  involved  in  altering 
the  wording  of  a  measure  which  had  been 
carefully  drafted,  unless  there  was  cer- 
tainty that  the  Amendment  had  been 
considered  in  reference  to  the  drafting 
of  the  rest  of  the  BiU.  As  a  matter  of 
fact,  the  Amendment  would  not  carry 
out  the  object  the  noble  Lord  had  in 
view,  for  Clause  3  was  not  the  clause 
which  prohibited  the  opening  of  shops 
on  Sunday.  Their  Lordships  had  already 
passed  Clause  1,  which  effected  that 
object.  Clause  3  dealt  with  special 
exemptions  for  scheduled  trades.  There- 
fore, the  effect  of  the  Amendment  would 
be  to  enable  the  shopkeeper  in  question 
to  sell  his  goods  on  Sunday,  but  he  could 
not  sell  them  in  the  shop,  as  by  Clause  1 
he  was  prohibited  from  opening  the 
shop  on  that  day. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Lord  ORANMORE  and  BROWNE 
moved  to  amend  Paragraph  (b)  of  the  first 
vub  section  of  Clause  3-— 

"  (&)  As  respects  the  area  of  any  local  aatbor- 
ity,  the  opening  of  such  shops  or  classes  of  shops 
for  the  sale  of  such  articles  or  classes  of  articles 
as  may  be  allowed  under  any  resolution  for 
the  time  being  in  force  of  that  authority  up  to 
nine  in  the  forenoon,  or  such  earlier  hour  as 
may  be  specified  in  the  resolution.** 

by  substituting  the  words  "  eleven  in  the 
forenoon  "  for  the  words  "  nine  in  the 
forenoon.'*  The  opponents  of  the  Bill 
desired  to  fix  one  o'clock;  he  thought 
eleven  o'clock  would  be  a  fair  compromise. 
The  working  classes  laboured  very  hard 
all  the  week,  and  naturally  desired  a  little 
rest  on  the  Sunday  morning ;  but,  if  no 
shops  were  allowed  to  be  open  after  nine 
o'clock  on  that  morning,  they  would  be 
prevented  from  purchasing  food  unless 
they  got  up  very  early.    It  was  true  that 
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the  Committee  had  reported  in  favour  of 
the  hour  of  nine,  but  he  would  like  to 
know  if  any  of  the  local  authorities  had 
expressed  an  opinion  on  that  point.  It 
must  be  remembered  that  this  was 
practically  new  legislation,  and  it  was, 
therefore,  very  desirable  not  to  begin  too 
strictly.  He  suggested  that  the  hour  of 
eleven  should  be  inserted  to  see  how  it 
worked,  and  if  it  were  foimd  to  be  unduly 
late  it  could  be  subsequently  altered. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  2,  line  13,  to  leave  out  the  word 
*nine'  and  to  insert  the  word  *  eleven.*  "  — 
(Lord  Oranmore  and  Browne,) 

Lord    AVEBURY   hoped   that    here 
again  the  noble  Lord  would  not  press 
his  Amendment.     The   question   of  the 
hour  had  been  very  carefully  considered, 
not  only  by  the  Committee  of  their  Lord- 
ships'   House,    but    also    by    the    shop- 
keepers' associations,  more  than  400  of 
which  were  in  favour  of  the  provision  as 
it  now  stood  in  the  Bill.     The  noble  Lord 
had  asked  whether  any  local  authorities 
had  expressed  their  opinion  on  the  sub- 
ject.    The  Bill  was  supported  by  the  cor- 
porations   of    Belfast,    Hull,    Liverpool, 
Manchester,    Middlesbrough   and    Swan- 
sea,   by    the    Urban    District    Councils 
Association  representing  490  urban  dis- 
tricts, and  by  the  corporations  of  Edin- 
burg,  Glasgow,  Inverness,  Aberdeen,  and 
over  fifty  other  Scottish  towns.     If  the 
Amendment  were  carried  the  shopkeepers 
concerned  and  their  assistants  would  be 
precluded  from  attending  any  place  of 
worship  on  Sunday  morning,  and  the  first 
half  of  the  day  would  be  completely  gone. 
He  submitted  that  the  shopkeepers  were 
entitled  to  one  day's  rest  a  week,  and 
contended    that    the    provision    in    the 
clause  as  it  stood  was  ample.     Moreover, 
the  great  bulk  of  the  working  men  were 
paid  early  on  Saturday,  and  had  sufficient 
time    on    that    day    for    obtaining    the 
necessaries  of  life. 

Lord  ASHBOURNE  thought  the  noble 
Lord  would  be  well  advised  in  not  pressing 
the  Amendment.  Even  if  the  hour  of 
eleven  were  inserted,  he  was  disposed  to 
think  that  the  local  authorities  would 
avail  themselves  of  the  power  given  in  the 
section  and  fix  an  earlier  hour.  Nine 
o'clock  was,  in  his  opinion,  the  outside 
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time  that  would  be  allowed  by  any  local 
authority. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Lord  ORANMORE  and  BROWNE 
moved  to  delete  the  words  "  or  herbalist  " 
ftom  the  subsection  providing  thit 
nothing  in  the  Act  should  prevent — 

"  The  sale  by  any  pharmaceutical  chemist 
or  ohemista  and  druggist  or  herbalist  of  tny 
drugs,  medicines,  or  surgical  appliances,*  or  the 
sale  of  any  article  by  the  occupier  of  any 
premises,  of  the  servant  or  agent  of  any  such 
occupier,  to  any  person  lodging  upon  such 
premises." 

He  believed  there  was  no  legal  definition 
of  a  herbalist,  and  that  the  exemption 
in  this  case  was  unwise. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  2,  line  21,  to  leave  out  the  words 
*  or  herbalist.'  " — {Lord  Oranmore  and  Browne.) 

Lord  AVEBURY  said  herbalists  were 
anxious  to  be  included  in  the  Bill.  These 
men  dealt  in  vegetable  compounds  which 
might  or  might  not  have  the  efficacious 
results  claimed  for  them,  but  certainly 
they  were  not  injurious.  No  person 
coidd  sell  drugs  or  medicines  unless  he 
was  specially  qualified. 

♦The  Earl  of  CREWE :  The  noble 
Lord  is  quite  correct  in  saying  that  they 
cannot  sell  drugs  and  medicines.  They 
cannot  sell  poisons.  The  restriction  only 
applies  to  poisonous  substances  scheduled 
in  the  Pharmacy  Act. 

Lord  AVEBURY  was  of  opinion  that, 
as  herbalists  could  not  sell  poisons, 
there  could  be  no  objection  to  their 
inclusion. 

Lord  ASHBOURNE  deprecated  legis- 
lation for  such  a  small  and  unknown  class 
as  herbalists,  and  suggested  that  Lord 
Avebury  should  make  inquiries  before 
the  next  stage  of  the  Bill  as  to  whether 
it  was  absolutely  necessary  to  retain 
them. 

*The  Earl  of  CREWE  :  I  think  this 
provision  is  inserted  in  the  interests 
of  the  poor.  There  are  a  very  large 
number  of  herbalists,  considerably  more 
than  the  noble  and  learned  Lord  imagines, 
and  a  great  many  of  them — I  hope  most 

3  G 


1527 


Sunday  Closing 


{LORDS} 


(Shops)  Bill. 


1528 


of  them — ply  a  perfectly  harmless  trade. 
They  are  not,  of  course,  recoguised  in  the 
way  that  a  chemist  and  druggist  is. 
They  have  no  status  of  that  kind,  but 
they  are  to  a  certain  extent  in  many 
districts  the  poor  man's  chemist,  and  I 
think  no  harm  would  be  done  by  leaving 
them  in  the  Bill. 

Lord  AVEBURY  undertook  that  if  the 
Amendment  were  withdrawn  he  would 
consider  the  point  before  the  next  stage 
of  the  Bill. 

Amendment,   by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Clause  3  agreed  to. 

Clause  4  agreed  to. 

Clause  5  : 

♦Lord  SWAYTHLING  moved,  as  an 
Amendment  to  Clause  5,  which  provided 
that  the  Sunday  Observation  Prosecu- 
tion Act,  1871,  should  apply  to  prosecu- 
tions for  offences  under  the  Bill  as  it 
applied  to  prosecutions  under  the  Sunday 
Observance  Act,  1677,  the  insertion  of 
the  following  words  :  "  Provided  always 
that,  where  the  person  alleged  to  have 
committed  the  offence  being  a  person 
professing  the  Jewish  religion  :  (1)  Has 
not  kept  his  shop  open  for  the  purpose  of 
his  trade,  or  sold  or  exposed  or  offered 
for  sale  any  article  from  sunset  on  the 
Friday  to  sunset  on  the  Saturday  im- 
mediately preceding  the  alleged  offence  ; 
and  (2)  has  not  employed  for  the  purpose 
of  his  trade  on  the  Sunday  on  which  the 
offence  is  alleged  to  have  been  committed 
any  person  other  than  a  person  professing 
the  Jewish  religion,  the  consent  required 
by  the  Sunday  Observation  Prosecution 
Act,  1871,  shall  not  be  given  unless  the 
offence  shall  have  been  committed  after 
the  hour  of  3  p.m.  on  such  Sunday." 
This  Amendment  had,  he  said,  been 
framed  in  concert  with  the  board  of 
deputies  which  represented  the  Jews  in 
the  United  Kingdom  and  in  the  Colonies. 
It  was  also  founded  on  the  unanimous 
Report  of  the  Select  Committee  on 
Sunday  Trading,  who  recommended  that 
an  endeavour  should  be  made  to  effect 
a  compromise  in  favour  of  the  Jews. 
He  was  also  encouraged  to  hope  that  the 

The  Earl  of  Crewe. 


Amendment  would  be  accepted  by  the 
words  of  sympathy  expressed  by  several 
noble  Lords  on  the  Second  Readiiig  of 
the^Bill.  Lord  Avebury  had  stated  on 
the  Second  Reading  that  Jews  could 
work  on  Saturday  nights.  In  the  sum- 
mer, however,  the  Jewish  Sabbath  ter- 
minated at  nine  o'clock,  and  therefore 
the  facility  referred  to  by  Lord  Avebury 
would  be  almost  useless ;  and  in  the 
winter  they  had  to  cease  w^ork  at  four 
o'clock  on  Friday  afternoons.  Hitherto 
the  Jewish  community  had  been  success- 
ful in  maintaining  their  own  poor  and  in 
keeping  Jews  out  of  the  workhouse.  If 
the  Bill  passed  without  Amendment  it 
would  reduce  to  poverty  many  thousands 
of  Jews  who  were  already  on  the  verge 
of  pauperism,  and  the  Jewish  community 
would  have  very  great  difficulty  in  main- 
taining them.  His  sole  object  in  moving 
the  Amendment  was  to  enable  his  people 
to  remain  self-supporting. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  line  34,  after  '  1677  *  to  insert  the  words 
'  Provided  always  that  where  the  person 
alleged  to  have  committed  the  offence  being 
a  person  professing  the  Jewish  /eligion  (1)  has 
not  kept  his  shop  open  for  the  purpose  of  bis 
trade,  or  sold  or  exposed  or  offered  for  sale  any 
article  from  sunset  on  the  Friday  to  sunset 
on  the  Saturday  immediately  preceding  the 
alleged  offence  ;  and  (2)  has  not  employed  for  the 
purpose  of  his  trade  on  the  Sunday  on  which 
the  offence  is  alleged  to  have  been  committed 
any  person  other  than  a  person  professing  the 
Jewish  religion,  the  consent  required  by  the 
Sunday  Observation  Prosecution  Act,  1871, 
shall  not  be  given  unless  the  offence  shall  have 
been  committed  after  the  hour  of  three  p.m. 
on  such  Sunday.*  " — {Lord  Steaythling,) 


Lord  AVEBURY  could  not  agree  to 
an  Amendment  the  effect  of  which  would 
be  to  close  the  Christian  shops  on  the 
whole  of  Sunday  and  leave  to  a  small 
number  of  Jewish  shops  the  opportimity 
of  obtaining  the  whole  of  the  Sunday 
trade.  This  question  had  been  very 
carefully  considered  by  the  shopkeepers 
themselves,  and  they  submitted  to  their 
Lordships  that  it  would  be  very  imfair 
to  them  to  adopt  the  proposal  contained 
in  the  Amendment.  The  noble  Lord  had 
spoken  of  Jews  having  to  close  till  nine 
o'clock  on  Saturday  evenings  during  a 
part  of  the  year,  but  that  would  only  be  a 
very  small  part  of  the  year.  The  needs 
of  the  Jews  had  been  carefully  considered 


1529 


Sunday  Closing  {26  March  1908} 


{Shops)  Bill 


1530 


by  a  Joint  Committee  of  both  Houses, 
who  reported  as  follows — 

**  The  Committee  must  draw  attention  to  the 
case  of  the  Jews,  with  whom  they  have  much 
sympathy.     They   would   be   glad    if   a    com- 

Cmise  could  be  found.  The  Committee  have 
n  informed  that  any  measure  will  be  opposed 
which  does  not  expressly  permit  those  Jews 
-who  close  on  Saturday  to  open  on  Sunday. 
Such  an  arrangement,  on  the  other  hand, 
would  probably  be  opposed  by  the  shopkeeping 
community  as  a  whole,  and  the  Committee 
•cannot  recommend  it.*' 

That  was  the  decision  arrived  at  by  the 
Joint  Committee  which  very  carefully 
•considered  the  particular  proposal  now 
before  the  Committee,  kji  endeavour 
had  been  made  to  meet  the  needs  of  the 
Jews  in  a  subsequent  provision,  any 
Amendment  to  which  would  be  most 
carefully  considered.  In  the  circum- 
stances he  hoped  their  Lordships  would 
not  accept  the  Amendment. 

Lord  ASHBOURNE  thought  some- 
thing might  be  done  under  Clause  6  to 
meet  the  case  submitted  by  Lord 
SwaytWing. 

The  lord  STEWARD  (Earl 
BsAT7CHAMP)  sai^l  it  would,  perhaps, 
be  for  the  convenience  of  their 
Lordships  that  he  should  explain  the 
attitude  of  His  Majesty's  Government 
with  regard  to  this  Amendment,  and, 
generally,  with  regard  to  the  Bill.  The 
Gk>veniment  did  not  propose  to  exercise 
such  influence  as  they  possessed  in  the 
discussion  of  the  Bill.  In  view  of  the 
fullness  of  their  legislative  programme, 
there  was  no  possibility  of  giving  facilities 
to  the  measure  in  the  other  House,  and 
the  discussion  was  therefore  merely 
academic.  If  it  had  been  otherwise,  the 
Home  Office  would  have  put  down 
Amendments  to  the  Bill ;  to  have  taken 
that  course  in  the  present  circumstances 
would,  the  Home  Secretary  felt,  only 
have  imposed  a  hard  task  on  officials  who 
were  already  overworked.  On  the  Second 
Reading  he  had  ventured  to  say  that 
it  would  be  in  the  practical  application  of 
this  Bill  that  the  difficulties  would  come 
in.  He  thought  it  was  obvious  to  every- 
one that  there  was  an  immense  difficulty 
with  regard  to  the  Jews  which  had  not 
yet  been  met.  To  the  Jews  in  the  East 
End  of  London  the  matter  was  of  almost 
vital  importance.  For  himself  he  could 
only  repeat  the  hope   upon  which  the 


Duke  of  Northumberland  poured  so  much 
scorn  on  the  Second  Reading,  that  some 
compromise  might  yet  be  arrived  at.  It 
did  not  seem  to  him  that  Lord  Avebury 
had  yet  succeeded  in  devising  arrange- 
ments which  would  remove  the  opposition 
of  the  Jews. 

Lord  BALFOUR  op  BURLEIGH 
regarded  the  announcement  to  which 
the  Committee  had  just  listened  as 
rather  unsatisfactory.  They  were  con- 
stantly under  the  difficulty  of  not  being 
able  to  have  legislation  originated  in 
sufficient  time  in  their  Lordships'  House. 
Here  was  a  Bill  brought  in,  after  inquiry 
by  a  Select  Committee,  very  early  in  the 
session  when  there  was  ample  time. 
But  they  were  now  told  that  there  was 
no  use  proceeding  with  it  because  the 
officials  of  the  Home  Office  were  so  over- 
worked that  apparently  between  now 
and  June  they  would  not  be  able  to 
formulate  the  Amendments  which  the 
Government  thought  should  be  inserted. 
He  was  fully  aware  of  the  difficulty  of 
the  subject.  He  agreed  that  there  was 
a  grievance  as  shown  in  the  Amendment, 
but  if  they  were  never  to  see  the  Amend- 
ments which  the  Home  Office  would 
like  inserted  they  would  never  advance 
the  matter.  Surely  one  of  the  most 
important  steps  in  the  direction  of  the 
compromise  which  everybody  professed 
to  desire  would  be  that  at  some  time  or 
another  the  Home  Office  should  apply 
their  mind  to  the  subject  and  let  it  be 
seen  what  it  was  they  suggested.  He 
thought  the  best  course  would  be  to 
adjourn  the  Committee,  and  resume 
when  the  Home  Office  had  had  sufficient 
leisure  to  formulate  their  Amendments. 

Lord  AVEBURY  promised  to  con- 
sider whatever  suggestions  might  be 
made  on  behalf  of  the  Jewish  commmiity, 
but  as  the  proposal  now  before  the  Com- 
mittee had  been  carefully  considered 
and  rejected  by  the  Joint  Committee,  he 
hoped  the  noble  Lord  would  not  press  it. 

Lord  SWAYTHLING  observed  that 
under  the  Bill  there  would  still  be  a  good 
many  shops  allowed  to  be  open  on 
Sundays,  and  he  thought  that  room  for  a 
compromise  might  be  found  later  con- 
cerning Jewish  shops  which  supplied 
the  necessaries  of  life. 

3  G  2 
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Lord  STANLEY  of  ALDERLEY 
said  the  point  was  not  that  the  Home 
Office  officials  had  not  had  the  necessary 
time  to  prepare  Amendments,  but  that 
the  Government  and  the  House  of 
Commons  were  overworked ;  and  as  it 
was  impossible  to  find  time  for  this  Bill, 
the  Home  Office  had  not  desired  to  waste 
the  time  of  their  officials  in  drafting 
Amendments  which  could  have  no  practi- 
cal effect.  He  could  not  help  feeling 
that  the  Jews  had  a  just  claim  for  a 
definite  and  substantial  clause  in  the 
Bill.  The  whole  atmosphere  of  the 
reign  of  Charles  II.  was  very  different 
from  the  atmosphere  of  the  present  day, 
and  as  the  Jews  closed  their  shops  on 
the  Saturday,  he  did  not  see  why  they 
should  be  prevented  from  trading  at 
any  rate  during  a  portion  of  the  Sunday. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Clause  5  agreed  to. 

Clause  6 : 

Lord  ORANMORE  and  BROWNE 
moved  to  insert  the  necessary  authorities 
for  applying  the  Bill  in  Scotland  and 
Ireland.  He  explained  that  he  was 
following  the  precedent  of  the  Shop 
Hours  Act,  1904. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  2,  line  36,  after  the  word  *  apply' 
to  insert  the  words  'in  England*  and  after 
the  word  '  State  *  to  insert  the  words  *  in 
Scotland  to  the  Secretary  for  Scotland,  and  in 
Ireland  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant.'  " — {Lord 
Oranmore  and  Brotcnc.) 

Lord  AVE  BURY  accepted  the  Amend- 
ment. 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 
Consequential  Amendments  agreed  to. 

Clause  6,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  7  : 

Drafting  Ameudnient  agreed  to. 

Clause  7,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Schedule : 

Lord  ORAN^ilORE  and  BROWNE 
moved  to  omit  the  words  "  sweets  for 
immediate  consumption,"  and  to  insert 
"  sweatmeats,  fruit,  and  cooked  fish, 
meat    and    eggs."     The    sale    of    these 


articles  on  Sundays  was  for  the  benefit 
principally  of  cheap  trippers,  ahd  it  would 
be  very  hard  if  they  oould  not  procnze 
the  articles  mentioned  in  his  Amendment. 
Moreover,  they  should  be  permitted 
to  take  them  away  for  consumption 
on  the  sea-shore  or  elsewliere,  but  this 
they  would  be  prevented  from  doing 
by  the  retention  of  the  words  "&^ 
immediate  consumption.*'  As  to  meat, 
he  meant,  of  course,  cooked  meat. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  line  15,  to  leave  out  the  words  '  sweets 
for  immediate  consumption  *  and  to  insert 
the  words  *  sweetmeats,  fruit,  and  cooked  fislu 
meat  and  eggs.*  " — {Lord  Oranmore  emdBrowme.) 

Lord  AVE  BURY  was  prepared 
to  accept  ^'  sweetmeats "  instead  of 
"  sweets,"  but  the  other  words  seemed 
unnecessary.  Cooked  fish,  meat,  and 
eggs  would  come  under  the  term  "re- 
freshments," and  to  specify  certain 
particular  refreshments  of  which  there 
could  be  no  doubt  might  be  held  to 
exclude  others. 

Lord  SWAYTHLING  :  Eaw  meat 
is  not  in  the  Schedule. 

Lord  AVBBXJRY  :  The  noble  Lord 
explained  that  he  meant  cooked,  not 
raw  meat. 

Lord  ORANMORE  and  BROWNE 
said  it  seemed  to  him  that  the  words 
were  required. 

Lord  AVEBURY  stated  that  it  was 
certainly  intended  that  all  these  refresh- 
ments should  be  allowed  to  be  sold  during 
the  whole  of  the  day.  He  thought  there 
could  be  no  doubt  about  it ;  but  if  the 
noble  Lord  would  postpone  the  Amend- 
ment ho  would  consult  the  draftsman. 

Lord  ASHBOURNE  thought  that  as 
the  Schedule  stood,  there  was  a  doubt 
on  the  subject,  and  he  was  glad  that 
Lord  Avebury  intended  to  confer  with 
the  draftsman  upon  it. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Schedule  agreed  to. 

Bill  re-committed  to  the  Standing 
Committee,  and  to  be  printed  as  amended. 
(No.  41.) 
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SMALL  HOLDINGS. 
The  Earl  of  STEADBEOKE:  My 
Lords,  I  rise  to  ask  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries 
whether  the  Board  concur  in  the  opinion 
given  by  the  Law  Officers  of  the  Crown 
that,  where  county  councils  purchase  small 
holdings  for  the  purpose  of  their  being  let, 
the  Act  requires  the  rent  to  be  fixed 
at  such  reasonable  amount  as  will  recoup 
the  purchase  money,  as  well  as  the 
interest,  on  the  loan  raised  to  provide  it ; 
aad  whether  the  effect  of  such  recoupment 
would  not  result  in  county  councils 
acquiring  estates  at  the  expense  of  the 
small  holders ;  and  further,  whether  the 
President  of  the  Board  will  take  im- 
mediate steps  to  remedy  such  an  injustice. 

My  reason  for  putting  these  Questions 
to  the   noble   Earl  is   that  the  county 
council  of  which   I   am  a  member  are 
anxious    to   know    their  exact  position 
before  they  enter  upon  any  scheme   for 
the  purebase  of  land  for  small  holdings. 
Since  I  first  placed  my  Question  on  the 
Paper    the    Board  of  Agriculture  have 
informed  the  County  Councils  Association 
that  they   will  not  raise  any  objection 
to  eounty  councils  letting  land  to  small 
holders,    although    the    rent    does    not 
iiudade  any  recoupment  of  the  purchase 
money.     But  we  must  bear  in  mind  that 
we  have  the  opinion  of  the  Law  Officers 
of  the  Crown,  in  which  they  state  clearly 
that  the  purchase   money  must  be  in- 
eluded'  in  the  rent  charged  to  the  small 
holders.       We    also    have    a    Treasury 
Minute,  issued   on  31st  December  last, 
laying  down  certain  rules  and  regulations 
which     must    be    followed    by    county 
councils  to  put  themselves  in  a  position  to 
obtain  relief  from  the  Imperial  Exchequer 
for  any  loss  they  may  incur  in  carrying 
out    the    Small    Holdings    Act.      Your 
LordBhips  will   remember   that    in    the 
Act  of  1907  there  was  a  certain  amount 
of  overlapping  of  the  Act  of  1892  with 
regard  to  holdings  that  exceed  one  acre 
and  do  not  exceed  five  acres,  and  it  was 
left  to  county  councils  to  decide  whether 
those  holdings  should  be  considered  as 
allotments  or  small  holdings.     In   July, 
1893,  the  Board  of  Agriculture   issued 
a  Circular  in  which  they  stated  that  they 
had   obtained   the   opinion   of   the   Law 
Officers  of  the  Crown  that  the  purchase 
money  diould  not   be   included  in   the 
rent  asked  of  allotment  holders.     There- 
fore,  if  county   councils   decide   that   a 


small  holding  not  exceeding  five  acres 
should  be  considered  as  an  allotment  they 
can  act  under  that  ruling.  If,  on  the 
other  hand,  the  small  holdings  come 
under  the  Act  of  1907  it  will  be  necessary 
for  county  councils  to  put  such  a  rent 
upon  them  as  would  cover  the  sinking 
fund  for  the  purchase  money. 

It  may,   perhaps,   be  said  that    this 
is     not     a    very     large     matter,     uid 
that    the    amount    added    to  the    rent 
would  be  inconsiderable ;  but  that  would 
be    presuming    that     the     full     period 
of  eighty  years  would  be  allowed  for  the 
repayment  of  the  money  advanced  by  the 
Local  Government  Board  for  the  purchase 
of   the   land   and    for    equipment.       Of 
course  we  do  not  know  that  the  full 
period  of  eighty  years  will  always  be 
granted ;  and  there  might  be  included  in 
the  purchase  money  the  amount  required, 
not  merely  for  the  purchase  of  the  land, 
but  also  for  the  erection  of  houses,  build- 
ings,  fences,   etc.,   and,   perhaps,   for   a 
water  supply,  so  that  the  amount  might 
be  a  very  considerable   one.     It  is  for 
these  reasons  that  I  have  ventured  to  put 
these  Questions  on  the  Paper,  and  I  hope 
the  reply  of  the  noble  Earl  will  be  such 
as  to  enable  county  councils  clearly  to 
understand  what  position   they  are  to 
take,  and  how  they  are  to  keep  themselves 
within  the  law  and  within  the  Treasury 
Minute  to  which  I  have  referred. 


The  PRESIDENT  of  the  BOARD 
OF  AGRICULTURE  and  FISHERIES 
(Earl  Carrington):  My  Lords,  I  am 
asked,  in  the  first  place,  whether  the 
Board  of  Agriculture  concur  in  the  opinion 
given  by  the  Law  Officers  of  the  Crown, 
that  where  county  councils  purchase  small 
holdings  for  the  purpose  of  their  being 
let,  the  Act  requires  the  rent  to  be  fixed 
at  such  reasonable  amount  as  will  recoup 
the  purchase  money,  as  well  as  the 
interest  on  the  loan  raised  to  provide 
it.  The  answer  is  in  the  affirmative. 
The  Small  Holdings  Act  of  1907  requires 
that  the  purchase  money  must  be  re- 
cQuped,  and  the  interest  as  well,  by  way 
of  sinking  fund.  That  was  laid  down  in 
the  Small  Holdings  Act  of  1892.  Clause 
18,  subsection  1,  provided  that — 

'*A  county  council  shall  not  acquire  land 
save  at  such  price  that  all  expenses  will  be 
recouped,  in  the  case  of  land  let,  out  of  the 
\  rent.'*^ 
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Parliament  agreed  that  the  term  of  repay- 
ment should  be  extended  to  eighty  years, 
and  spread  over  that  period  the  amount 
does  not  constitute  a  very  great  addition 
to  the  rent. 

Next,  the  noble  Earl  asked  whether 
the  effect  of  such  recoupment  would  not 
lesult  in  county  councils  acquiring  estates 
at  the  expense  of  the  small  holders.  Of 
course  that  is  so,  but  to  minimise  the 
Apparent  hardship — it  is  not  really  a 
hardship— it  is  provided  in  the  Act  of 
1907  that  county  councils  should  be 
able  compulsorily  to  hire  land  for 
thirty-five  years,  subject  to  a  renewal 
4.t  the  end  of  that  term  and  a  new 
rent  to  be  determined  by  valuation. 
There  will  be  no  objection  if  the 
county  councils  choose  to  pay  the  sum 
themselves  out  of  the  rates ;  and  I 
venture  to  think  the  ratepayers  could 
hardly  complain ;  hs  they  eventually 
accjuire  this  land  at  a  small  annual  out- 
lay spread  over  a  very  long  period  of 
years.  Some  county  councils  in  England 
object  to  putting  anything  on  the  rates, 
and  it  was  absolutely  necessary,  in  order 
to  get  the  Bill  through,  to  give  a  distinct 
pledge  that  if  a  county  council  so  desired 
there  should  be  no  charge  on  the  rates 
whatever.  It  must  be  remembered,  also, 
that  county  councils  can  borrow  money 
at  a  lower  rate  of  interest  than  private 
individuals,  and  this  enables  them  to  let 
the  land  at  lower  rents  than  would  other- 
wise be  the  case.  Finally,  the  noble 
Earl  asks  whether  I  will  take  immediate 
steps  to  remedy  the  injustice.  I  think  I 
have  shown  that  there  can  hardly  be  any 
injustice.  The  men  all  over  p]ngland  are 
perfectly  prepared  to  pay  the  small 
annual  addition  to  the  rent  necessary  to 
meet  the  sinking  fund  charges.  There 
is  very  little  hardship,  and  certainly  no 
injustice. 
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proper  that  a  sufficient  sum  should  be 
paid  by  the  tenant  to  refund  to  the 
county  council  the  cost  of  the  purchase 
of  the  land  as  well  as  the  rents  for  small 
holdings.  But  in  the  Act  of  1907  there 
is  no  such  power  to  re-sell,  and 
yet  we  are  told  that  the  county 
council  is  only  to  let  the  land  at 
such  a  rent  as  will  recoup  it,  not  only 
for  the  interest  on  the  purchase  money, 
but  provide  a  sinking  fund,  so  that,  at 
the  end  of  eighty  years,  the  county 
council  can  enter  into  possession  at  the 
expense  of  the  tenants.  That  seems  to 
me  a  most  extraordinary  proposition. 

Earl  CARRINGTON:  The  noble 
Earl  knows  very  well  that  if  the  Bill 
had  not  been  brought  forward  in 
that  form  there  would  have  been  no 
chance  of  its  passing  into  law.  The 
answer  to  my  noble  friend  is  that 
there  can  be  no  injustice  in  the  matter. 
The  proof  of  the  pudding  is  in  the  eating. 
Hundreds  and  thousands  of  applications 
for  land  are  coming  in,  but  not  in  one 
case  in  a  hundred  is  there  a  desire  to 
purchase  the  land.  The  Act  is  working 
extremely  well,  and  it  seems  an  extra- 
ordinary thing  at  this  time  of  day  my 
noble  friend  should  get  up  and  throw 
stones  at  the  Act  which  he  was  largely 
instrumental  in  passing. 

The  Kvrl  of  ONSLOW  :  We  did  not 
understand  that  at  the  time. 


THE 


IMPORTATION  OF  HAY  AND 
STRAW. 


The  Earl  of  ONSLOW :  My  Lords, 
on  behalf  of  my  noble  friend  Lord  Clinton 
I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the  Board 
of  Agriculture  whether,  in  view  of  the 
♦The  Earl  of  ONSLOW :  I  am  afraid  ',':°«"*  outbreaks  of  foot-and-mouth 
I  cannot  say  that  I  a.n  salisfied  with  the  '^'^tT'  J^'*"  ««°«''l««f '^'^  question  of 
answer  which  the  noble  Earl  has  given,  i  P^^^'^'^'^^S  *^°  importation  into  Ais 
The  noble  Earl  minin.iscd  the  whole  I  """"^"-y  °^  '^^y  """^  «*™'  "^  *" 
matter  as  if  it  were  a  ([uestion  in-  ^^^  ^"^* 
volving  the  small  holder  in  a  very  small  \ 

expenditure.  He  compared  the  Act  of  ■  Eakl  CARRINGTON  :  My  Lords,  as 
1892  with  the  Act  of  1907,  but  the  Act  of  ,  regards  this  question,  perhaps  I  may  be 
1892  enables  county  councils  to  buy  land  permitted  to  recall  the  attention  of  the 
and  re-aell  it  by  instalments  to  the  small  House  to  the  outbreak  of  foot-and-mouth 
holder,  and,  obviously,  it  was  cjuite  disease  in  lulinburgh  in  February  last. 
JSarl  Carmg^o^       . 
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Wo  were  fortunate  enough  to  stamp  it 
out  successfully,  and  it  was  discovered 
that  the  disease  was  introduced  through 
some  hay  imported  from  Holland.  The 
question  was,  ought  hay  and  straw  im- 
ported from  infected  countries  to  be  pro- 
hibited, and,  if  so,  to  what  extent  1  I 
looked  up  the  precedents,  and  found  that 
my  predecessors  in  1885  and  1892,  and, 
I  believe,  in  other  years,  decided  that 
such  action  should  not  be  taken.  In 
another  place  some  hon.  Members,  who 
really  ought  to  know  better,  blamed  me 
for  not  at  once^  prohibiting  the  importa- 
tion of  hay  and  straw  from  infected 
countries.  They  said  it  only  required  a 
mere  stroke  of  the  pen,  and  ought  to  have 
been  done  at  once.  The  present 
Government  are  entirely  opposed  to 
anything  like  panic  legislation,  and  as 
the  imports  of  hay  and  straw  for  fodder 
and  litter  alone  amounted  in  1906  to 
£400,000,  I  thought  it  was  my  duty  to 
satisfy  my  colleagues  that  there  was  no 
undue  proportion  between  the  danger  of 
infection  and  the  loss  of  trade  resulting 
from  the  prohibition  of  this  hay  and 
straw — that  is  to  say  that  the  premium 
for  insurance  must  not  be  an  unreason- 
able amount.  This  straw  is  not  pressed 
straw.  It  is  subject  to  light  and  air, 
which,  I  am  informed  on  the  best 
authority,  is  fatal  to  the  preservation 
of  the  virus  which  produces  infection,  so 
that  the  risk  of  infection  is,  bo  say  the 
least  of  it,  problematical,  and  not  suffi- 
cient to  justify  what  would  be  a  great 
disturbance  in  the  trades  concerned.  I 
have  done,  and  will  do,  all  in  my  power 
to  maintain  the  health  of  our  live  stock 
under  proper  conditions,  but  I  am  not 
prepared,  and  I  absolutely  decline,  to  be 
a  party  to  any  panic  legislation  or  to 
harass  persons  connected  with  legitimate 
trades  by  restrictions  which,  in  our 
opinion,  are  useless  and  uncalled  fur. 


POST    OFFICE    CONSOLIDATION    BILL. 

{H.L.]. 

A  Bill  to  consolidate  enactments 
relating  to  the  Post  Office — Was  presented 
by  the  Lord  Granard  (A',  (rratmrd) ;  read 
1*,  and  to  be  printed.     [No.  42.] 
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Thursday,  2Uh  March,  1908. 


The   House  met  at  a  quarter  before 
Three  of  the  Clock. 


House  adjourne*!  at  half-past 
Seven  o'clock,  till  To-morrow, 
hill f- past  Ten  o'clock. 


PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

PRIVATE  BILLS  (STANDING    ORDERS 
66  AND  67  NOT  COMPLIED  WITH). 

Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table 
Report  from  one  of  the  Examiners  of 
Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  That,  in  the 
case  of  the  following  Bill,  referred  on  the 
First  Reading  thereof.  Standing  Order  66 
and  67  have  not  been  complied  with, 
viz. : — 

Ards  and  Bangor  Railways  Bill. — 
Ordered,  that  the  Report  be  referred 
to  the  Select  Committee  on  Standing 
Orders. 

Finchley  Urban  District  Council  Bill. — 
As  amended,  considered  ;  to  be  read  the 
third  time. 

Dublin  Corporation  (Various  Powers) 
Bill  (by  Order). — Order  for  Second 
Reading  read,  and  discharged. — Bill 
withdrawn. 

Draycott  Gas  Bill. — Reported,  with 
Amendments ;  Report  to  lie  upon  the 
Table,  and  to  be  printed. 

Great  Eastern  Railway  (General 
Powers)  Bill;  Dartford  Gas  Bill; 
Wishaw  Burgh  Electricity,  &c.,  Bill. — 
Reported,  with  Amendments ;  Reports 
to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 


PETITIONS. 


ELEMENTARY  EDUCATION  (ENGLAND 
AND  WALES)  BILL. 

Petition  from  Finsbury  Park,  for 
alteration  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

LICENSING  BILL. 
Petitions  against :  From  Grays ;  Salis- 
bury ;      Tetbury  ;      Weymouth  ;      and 
^yishaw  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

Petitions  in  favour  :  From  Aberdeen  ; 
Ainsdalo  ;  Batley  ;  London  ;  Lostwithiel ; 
Manchester  ;  North  Shields ;  and  South- 
sea  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 
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MORAY  FIRTH  (ILLEGAL  TRAWLING). 
Petitions  for  prevention :  From  Buckie ; 
Gardenstown  ;  and  Portessie ;  to  lie  upon 
the  Table. 

SALE  OF  INTOXICATING  LIQUORS  ON 
SUNDAY  BILL. 

Petitions  in  favour  :  From  Nantwich  ; 
and  Wood  Green;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

RETURNS,. REPORTS,  ETC. 


BOARD  OF  EDUCATION. 
Copy  presented,  of  List  of  Public  Ele- 
mentary Schools  and  Certified  Efficient 
Schools  in  Wales  and  Monmouthshire  on 
1st  August  1907  [by  Command];  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

NATIONAL  SCHOOLS  (IRELAND). 

Return  presented,  relative  thereto 
[ordered  24:th  February ;  Mr.  Barrie] ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

COURT  OF  PROBATE  DIVISION  (HIGH 
COURT  OF  JUSTICE)  (IRELAND). 

Annual  Account  presented,  of  Receipts 
and  Disbursements  for  the  year  ended 
31st  December  1907  [by  Act] ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

SOUTH  AFRICA. 
Copy  presented,  of  correspondence 
relating  to  the  Recruitment  of  Labour 
in  the  Nyasaland  Protectorate  for  the 
Transvaal  and  Southern  Rhodesia  Mines 
[by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

LUNACY  (SCOTLAND). 
Copy  presented,  of  General  Rules  foj 
the     management     of     the     Edinburgh 
District  Asylum  at  Bangour  [by  Act] ;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 


QUESTIONS  JND   AXSTEUS 
CIRCULATED  WITH  THE  VOTES. 


customary  in  important  oflBces  such  as 
Belfast  to  have  a  full  staff  of  expert  tel^ 
graphists  on  duty  during  the  hours  in 
which  pressure  of  messages  usually 
occurs. 

(Anstoered  by  Mr.  Sydney  Buxion,) 
The  hon.  Member  has  been  misinformed. 
I  am  assured  that  there  is  no  foundation 
for  the  statement  that  there  has  been 
delay  or  error  in  the  transmission  of  tele- 
grams at  Belfast.  Under  the  new 
arrangement  which  came  into  force  on 
the  4th  instant,  the  staff  are^  not  required 
'*  to  take  part-duty  onlv  in  telegraphic 
work  and  the  remainder  in  ordioaiy 
postal  work  " ;  but  on  the  contrary,  tele- 
graph staff  have  been  employed  on 
telegraph  duties  only  and  postal  staff  on 
postal  duties  only.    A  sufficient  staff  of 

I  expert  telegraphists  is  on  duty  at  Belfast 

!  at  all  periods  of  the  day. 

I  Elilcoman  Evicted  Farm. 

I  Mr.  O'SHAUGBWESSY  (LimeriA, 
I  W.) :  To  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
I  Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if  he  can  say 
what  is  the  cause  of  delay  on  the  part  of 
'  the  Estates  Commissioners  in  reinstating 
'  Mrs.  Scully  in  the  farm  from  which  her 
i  husband,  Daniel  Scully,  deceased,  of 
I  Kilbreedy,  Kilcoman,  in  the  County  of 
I  Limerick,  was  evicted  by  the  Beverrad 
,  John  T.  Waller. 

j      {Ans^vered  hy  Mr.  Birrell.)     In  Decem- 

I  ber,  1903,  the  Estates  Commissioners 
received  an  application  for  reinstatement 

I  from  Daniel  Scully.  Their  inspector 
reported,  in  April  1907,  that  Scullv  had 

i  since  died  and  that  his  family  could  not 
be  traced,  but  it  was  subsequently  ascer- 

'  tained  that  Mrs.  Scully  and  a  daughter 

I  were  living  in  Limerick.  The  Commis- 
sioners   have  been  negotiating  for  the 

'  purchase  of  the  holding,  and  have  now 

'  been  informed  that  the  Reverend  J.  T. 

'  Waller  is  willing   to  accept     their  esti- 

I  mated  price. 


Belfast  Telegraphic  Delays.  ' 

Mr.  barrie  (Londonderry,  N.) :  To  ' 
ask    the    Postmaster-General  whether  a 
recent  rearrangement  of  internal  work  in 
the  Belfast  post  office  has  led  to  delay 
and  considerable  inaccuracy  in  the  trans- 
mission  of  press  and  other   telegrams  ;  i 
and,  if  so,  whether  he  will  reconsider  the  , 
new  arrangement  under  which  the  staff 
are  required  to  take   par^duty  only  in  i 
telegraphic  work  and   the  remainder  in  , 
ordinary  postal  work  ;  and  whether  it  is  , 


Coolcappa  Untenanted  Lands. 
Mr.  O'SHAUGHNESSY:  To  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  if  he  can  say  whether  the 
Instates  Commissioners  have  entered 
into  negotiations  for  the  purchase  of 
the  untenanted  lands  at  Mount  Henry, 
Coolcappa,  in  the  County  of  Limerick,  on 
the  Delmege  property ;  and,  if  so,  with 
what  result. 

{Amwcred  hy  Mr.  Birrell. )     The  Estates 
Commissioners    have    furnished    to    the 
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owner  a  preliminary  estimate  of  the  price 
they  would  be  prepared  to  offer  for  the 
untenanted  li&nds  in  question,  but  the 
owner  has  not  yert  replied  to  the  offer. 

Shanaffolden  TTntenaated  Lands. 
MrO'SHAUUHNESSY:  To  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant 
of  Ireland,  if  he  can  say  whether  the 
Estates  Commissioners  have  entered  into 
negotiations  with  Colonel  Dickson  for  the 
for  the  purchase  of  his  untenanted  lands 
at  CreevoB,  Shant^den,  in  the  County 
of  Limerick ;  and,  if  so,  whether  any 
agreement  has  been  arrived  at. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Birrell)  The  Estate 
Commissioners  are  negotiating  with 
Colbnel  W.  D.  Dickson  for  the  purchase 
of  about  286  acres  of  untenanted  land 
in  the  townland  of  Lackanagoneeny;  but 
the  lands  of  Creeves  do  not  appear  to  bo 
included  in  the  property  offered  for  sale. 

Bourse  Gambling. 
Mr.  field  (Dublin,  St  Patrick)  : 
To  ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade,  whether,  in  addition  to  the  par- 
ticulars of  the  various  foreign  govern- 
ments' legislative  measures  against  bourse 
^unbling,  he  will  also  obtain  a  copy  of 
tne  Egyptian  Bourse  Bill,  as  assented  to 
by  the  Powers,  which  has  lately  become 
law  in  Egypt,  as  well  as  the  particulars 
of  the  special  Anti-Option  Bill  in  the 
United  States,  as  prepared  by  Congress- 
man Hepburn,  and  lay  the  same  upon  the 
Table  of  the  House. 

(Answered  by  Mr,  Kearley.)  Steps  are 
being  taken  to  procure  copies  of  the 
legislative .  measures  to  which  the  hon. 
Member  refers. 

Bedirection  of  Lodgers'  Letters. 
Mr.  ROWLANDS  (Kent,  Dartford) : 
To  ask  the  Postmaster  General,  whether 
he  can  now  consider  the  possibility  of 
authorising  the  redirection  of  letters  of 
lodgers  in  cases  where  the  person  has 
given  notice  to  the  Post  Oiiice  on  his 
removal  that  he  will  be  prepared  t^  pay 
a  fee  for  the  redirection  and  delivery  of 
his  letters  at  the  new  address. 

(Answered  hi/  Mr.  Sfjdney  Buxton.) 
This  question  has  recently  been  carefully 
considered  ;  but  in  view  of  the  practical 
difficulties  which   present   themselves,    I 


regret  that  I  do  not  see  my  way  to 
extend  to  lodgers  the  privilege  of  redirec- 
tion even  on  payment  of  a  fee. 

Post  Of&ce  Telegraph  Overseers. 
Mr.  SLOAN  (Belfast,  S.) :  To^  the 
Postmaster- General  whether  a  circular 
has  been  issued  to  surveyors  instructing 
them  to  reduce  the  positions  of  overseers 
in  the  telegraph  department,  and  sugges- 
ing  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Post  Office 
is  prepared  to  abolish  all  such  appoint- 
ments created  by  the  Stanley  revision ; 
and  if  the  circidar  has  been  publii^ed 
with  his  knowledge  and  sanction. 

(Answered  by  Mr,  Sydney  Buxton.) 
No  such  circular  has  been  issued. 

Indian  Public  Companies. 
Mr.  REES  (Montgomery  Boroughs) : 
To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  India 
whether  the  Grovemment  of  India  pro- 
pose to  introduce  any  legislation  sinailar 
in  character  to  that  of  the  English  Com- 
panies Act  of  1907. 

(Answered  by  Mr,  Secretary  Morky.) 
No  such  proposal  has  been  submitted  to 
me.  The  Indian  Government  may  be 
disposed  to  wait  untO  the  Law  of  this 
country  on  the  subject  of  joint  stock 
companies  has  been  consolidated  in  a 
single  statute  before  they  deal  with  the 
question. 

Indian  Garrison. 
Mr.  REES  :  To  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  India  whether  the  Royal 
Commission  which  sat  shortly  after  the 
Mutiny,  to  consider  the  question  of  the 
forces  necessary  for  the  protection  of 
India,  advised  that  80,000  British  troops 
were  required  ;  and  whether  that  num- 
ber has  ever  been  reached,  or  is  at  present 
serving  in  the  Empire. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Morley.) 
My  hon.  friend  has  correctly  stated  the 
advice  of  the  Royal  Commission.  The 
figure  80,000  has  never  been  reached. 
The  latest  Returns  from  India  show  a 
strength  of  about  75,000  officers  and 
men. 

Indian  Immigration. 
M«.  REES  :    To  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  India  whether  the  Government 
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of  India  has  given  due  effect  to  his  in- 
structions to  make  widely  known  in 
India  the  circumstances  in  respect  of 
Indian  immigration  which  at  present 
obtain  in  Canada ;  and  whether,  if 
necessary,  he  will  supplement  these 
instructions,  in  view  of  the  fact  that 
British-Indian  subjects  still  continue  to 
arrive  in  Canada,  where  their  reception 
is    unsatisfactory. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Morley.) 
The  Government  of  India  have  made 
the  facts  widely  known,  and  have  taken 
special  steps  to  warn  intending  emigrants 
The  whole  subject  is  receiving  my  careful ; 
attention.  ! 

Kushtia— Attempted     Assassiiiation    of ' 
Mr.  Mickinbotliam.  i 

Mr.  REES  :    To  ask  the  Secretary  of  : 
State  for  India,  whether  he  can  give  the 
House    any    information    regarding    the  i 
attempted    assassination    early    in    this  | 
month  by  a  Bengali  of  Mr.  Hickinbotham,  | 
of   the    Church    Missionary   Society,    at ! 
Kushtia ;      and  whether  he   will   make  j 
inquiries  if  this   act  was  prompted  or 
encouraged  by  the  boycott  and  Swadeshi 
movement  in  Bengal.  i 

(Answered  by  Mr.   Secretary  Morley.) 
I  have  no  information  on  the  subject 
beyond  what  I  have  seen  in  the  news-  , 
papers  regarding  the  lamentable  occur-  \ 
rence.     I    see    at   present   no   sufficient  •. 
ground  for  making  the  inquiry  suggested.  , 


Trawlers  in  the  Mdmy  Flrtli. 
Captain  WARING  (Ban&hiie) :  To 
ask  the  Secretary  for  Scotland  whether 
he  is  aware  that  trawlers  now  trawl  for 
herring,  and  that  this  will  cause  con- 
siderable damage  to  the  nets  and  lines  of 
the  coast  fishermen,  especially  in  en- 
closed areas  such  as  the  Moray  Firth; 
and  whether  he  proposes  to  take  any 
action  further  to  protect  the  line-fishing 
industry. 

(An9icered  by  Mr.  Sinclair.)  I  under- 
stand that  the  method  of  fishing  for 
herring  described  by  my  hon.  friend  has 
on  occasion  been  adopted.  The  owners 
of  nets  and  lines  will  have  claim  for 
compensation  in  the  event  of  injury. 
It  is  not  in  my  power  to  take  action  so 
as  to  interfere  with  a  method  of  fishing 
which  is  not  illegal. 

Tralee  Railway  Gooda  Bates. 
Mb.  THOMAS  O'DONNELL  (Kerry, 
W.) :  To  ask  the  Vice-President  of  the 
Department  of  Agriculture  (Ireland), 
what  are  the  rates  charged  by  passenger 
and  goods  trains  for  butter,  bacon,  and 
eggs  from  Tralee  to  London  Man- 
chester, and  Liverpool;  what  is 
the  value  of  each  of  those  commodities 
imported  yearly  into  England  from 
foreign  countries ;  and  what  is  the  value 
of  the  imports  from  Ireland. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  T.  W.  RussdL) 
The  rates  asked  for  are  as  follows — 


liiites  for  Butter,  Bacon,  and  Eggs  by  Goods  Train. 


From 
Tralee  to 

Butter.                                       Bacon. 

Bggt. 

Via 
Dublin. 

Com- 
I.aD>s 

risk. 
Per  ton. 

Via  Dublin 
Via       and  Liverpwl 
Cork  or           Screw 
Water-     Steam  Packet 
ford.        Company  or 
Te<lca»tle 
Company. 
Com- 
pany's      Company's 
risk.              risk. 
Per  ton.         Per  ton. 

Via  Cork 

or 
Waterford. 

Company's 

risk. 

Per  ton. 

5.      d. 

15  10 

in  boxes, 

via 

Water- 
ford, 12.s\ 

By  other 
routes. 

Com- 
pany's 

risk. 
Per  ton. 

S.     d. 

25  10 

ViA  Dublin. 

VIA  Cork 

or 

Waterfotd. 

Com-      Owner's  ■     Com- 
pany's       risk.         pany'i 
risk.                         rislc 
Per  ton.  ,  Per  ton.    Per  ton. 

Owner's 
Bilk. 

Per  ton. 

Liverpool 

s.  d. 
33  4 

S.    d. 

30  0 

s.     d. 
17     6 

s.  d. 
45  0 

8.    d.     s.  d. 
40  10 ■ 40  10 

1 
1 

! 
i 

! 

5.    d. 
35   10 

All  the  above  rates  with  Liverpool  are  station  to  station. 
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From  Tralee  to 

Butter 

(vi&  Dublin,  Cork, 

or  Waterford). 

Bacon 

('ria  Dublin,  Cork, 

or  Waterford). 

(via  Dublin,  Coik,  or  Waterford). 

Carted,  per  ton. 
Company's  risk. 

Carted  per  ton. 
Company's  risk. 

Carted  per  ton. 
Company's  risk. 

Carted  per  ton. 
Owners  risk. 

Manchester 
London    - 

8.      d 
40     0 

38     0 

5.      d. 
40     0 

36     4 

s.     d 
57     6 

61     4 

s.     d. 
50     0 

53     0 

Rates  for  Butter,  Bacon,  and  Eggs  by  Passenger  Train. 


Butter. 

Eggs. 

From 

Bicon. 

Tralee  to 

Company's 

Owner's 

Company's 

Owner's 

risk. 

risk. 

risk. 

risk. 

Per  cwt. 

Per  cwt. 

Per  cwt. 

Per  cwt. 

5.     d. 

5.     d. 

8.      d. 

8.     d. 

Liverpool  - 

4       5 

3       9 

4       5 

3       9 

Bacon  is  not  usually  carried 
by  passenger  train,  but  if  a 
consignment  was  so  for- 
warded the  charge  would 

Manchester 

5       5 

4       8 

5       5 

4       9 

be  at  the  ordinary  parcel's 
scale  of  Id.  per  pound  at 
the  company's  risk  or  |  of 
a  \d.  at  owner's  risk,  i.e. 

London     - 

7       6 

4       8 

7       6 

5       0 

say,  9s.  46?.  per  cwt.  (com- 
pany's risk),  55.  \0d.  per 
cwt.  (owner's  risk). 

The  above  rates  are  subject  to  a  mini- 
mum charge  as  for  1  cwt.  There  is  no 
precise  information  as  to  the  value  of  the 
yearly  imports  of  these  commodities 
from  foreign  countries  into  England.  The 
estimated  values  of  the  imports  into 
Great  Britain  from  foreign  countries  in 
1.906  are—  £ 

Butter  -         -  2.3,195,121 

Bacon  -         -  12,543,791 

Eggs        -         -         -     7,050,856 

The  estimated  values  of  the  exports  of 
these  commodities  from  Ireland  to  Great 
Britain  in  1900  are —  £ 


Butter 

-  3,585,120 

Bacon 

-  1,877,115 

Eggs 

-  2,727,410 

Ballylongford  Untenanted  Lands. 

Mr.  flavin  (Kerry,  N.) :  To  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord -Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  whether  Mr.  J.  D.  Crosbie,  of 
Ballyheigue,  has  offered  his  untenanted 
lands  situate  near  Ballylongford,  County 
Kerry,  for  sale  to  the  Estates  Commis- 
sioners ;  whether  the  lands  have  been 
inspected ;    and,  if  so.  with  what  result. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Birrell.)  Mi*. 
Crosbie  has  not  offered  for  sale  to  the 
Estate  Commissioners  the  untenanted 
land  referred  to  in  the  Question. 

Irish  Export  Statistics. 
Mr.  GVVYXN  (Galway)  :    To  as'c  the 
Vice    President    of   the   Department    of 


1547 


Questions, 


{COMMONS} 


Quedions. 


1548 


Agriculture  (Ireland)  if  he  can  state  the 
annual  total  of  Ireland's  export  trade  in 
cattle,  bacon,  eggs,  poultry,  and  butter, 
respectively,  for  the  past  three  years. 


(Answered  hy  Mr.  T.  W.  RussM.)  The 
value  of  these  exports  from  Ireland  in 
each  of  the  years  1904,  1905,  and  1906, 
are  as  follows — 


Cattle 

Bacon,  hams,  and  pork 

Eggs 

Poultry*  - 

Butter      - 


1904. 


9,312,736 
2,288,121 
2,205,526 
645,358 
3,195,015 


1905. 


8,928,253 
2,349,039 
2,515,611 
696,923 
3,357,666 


1906. 


9,146,915 
2,502,870 
2,727,410 
725,441 
3,585,120 


*  The  exports  of  feathers  from  Ireland  for  those  years  has  been : — 

1904  ....   £36,888 

1905  ....   £53,988 

1906  ....   £59,064 

The  figures  for  1907  are  not  yet  available. 


British  Postal  Agencies  in  China* 

Mr.  HENNIKER  HEATON  (Canter- 
bury) :  To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  Foreign  Affairs  whether  the  Grovern- 
ment  of  Hong  Kong  is  saddled  with  the 
financial  as  well  as  the  administrative 
responsibility  of  carrying  on  British  postal 
agencies  at  the  principal  treaty  poits  of 
China  ;  whether  the  British  Government 
will  in  future  share  these  expenses  and 
losses,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  Great 
Britain  shares  the  profits  from  these 
services  ;  whether  the  British  community 
at  Tientsin  have  been  required  to  guar- 
antee 7,500  dollars,  the  estimated  loss  on 
the  working  of  the  British  postal  agency 
at  Tientsin  during  1908  ;  and  whether  the 
7,500  dollars  is  treated  as  revenue  in  the 
Hong  Kong  Government  accounts,  the 
Colonial  Government  being  required  to 
pay  upon  it  the  20  per  cent,  military 
contribution,  notwithstanding  that  it 
represents  a  loss. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Churchill.)  The  Hong 
Kong  Government  has  for  many  years 
carried  on  the  British  postal  agencies  in 
China,  and  has  hitherto  derived  from  them 
a  profit  in  which  the  British  Government 
has  not  shared.  As  will  be  seen  from 
Sub-head  D.  of  the  Post  Office  Estimates, 
it  received  a  Grant  of  £810  per  annum 


from  the  British  Grovemxnent  in  respect 
of  them,  out  of  which  £100  repreaentfl  an 
allowance  to  the  Colonial  PoBtmastei- 
G^neral  for  increased  responsibility.  The 
British  Municipal  Council  at  Tientsin 
have  guaranteed  a  sum  of  $7,500  to  meet 
the  anticipated  deficit  on  the  agency 
of  that  port  during  1908,  and  midei 
present  arrangements  any  siim  so  paid 
would  be  treated  as  revenue  for  ike 
purpose  of  assessing  the  Hong  Eong 
military  contribution.  As  I  informed 
the  hon.  Member  for  Stietfosd.  on  12tli 
March,  the  question  of  the  maintenance 
of  these  agencies  is,  however^  under 
consideration. 


British  and  Indian  AnnfM. 

Sir  H.  cotton  (Nottingham,  B.): 
To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  India 
what  was  the  efEective  strength  in  numhei 
of  the  British  and  Native  Army  in  India, 
including  officers,  during  the  following 
years  :  1856-7,  1862-3,  1867-8,  1670-1, 
1878-9,  1883-4,  1886-7,  1897-8,  1900-1, 
1901-2,  1002-3,  1903-4,  1904-5,  1905-^, 
1906-7,  and  1907-8. 

{Ansioerei  by  Mr.  Secretary  M^rley.) 
For  the  first  eight  years  refened  to,  ih» 
only  figures  available  are  those  of  the 
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They  are  as  follows — 

British.        Native. 
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1856 

-  45,104 

235,221 

1857 

-  45,522 

232,224 

1862 

-  78,174 

125,913 

1863 

-  76,085 

121,775 

1867 

-  65,467 

117,681 

1868 

-  61,897 

119,1.69 

1870 

-  56,954 

128,600 

1871 

-  58,368 

127,520 

1878-9      - 

-  64,726 

124,871 

1883-4      - 

-  63,065 

126,019 

1886-7      - 

-  73,582 

134,492 

1897-8      - 

-  76,376 

143,190 

These  figures  do  not  include  the  Hydera- 
bad contingent  (about  8,600  men).  It 
is  believed  that  for  each  of  these 
years  the  actual  strength  was  approxi- 
mately equal  to  the  established  strength. 
In  1st  April  in  each  of  the  following  years 
the  actual  strength  was  as  follows — 

British.        Native. 


UOO-l      - 

63,581 

149,358 

1901-2      -        - 

62,999 

134,491 

1902-3      - 

•  59,497 

143,617 

1903-4 

•  74,709 

147,876 

1904-5 

■  74,872 

147,916 

1905-6 

•  77,268 

149,505 

1906-7 

■  75.814 

151,725 

1907-8 

-  76,019 

152,411 

These  figures  include  the  Hyderabad 
contingent  up  to  the  time  of  its  abolition 
(ttbout  1902-3),  and  since  that  date  the 
mots  which  have  taken  its  place.  The 
acfmal  strength  for  the  earlier  of  these 
years  was  considerably  less  than  the 
established  strength  owing  to  the  absence 
of  troops  in  South  Africa,  China,  and 
Somaliland. 

Navy  Engine-Boom  Department.  ^ 

Mb.  WEDGWOOD  (Newcastle-under- 
Lyme) :  To  ask  the  Secretary  to  the 
Admiralty  whether  he  can  state  the 
numbers  of  officers  and  men  of  the 
Engine-room  department  borne  on  Slst 
March,  1876  and  on  31st  March,  1908, 
respectively. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Edmund  Robertson.) 
The  number  of  officers  and  men  of  the 
engine-room  department  borne  on  the 
31st  March,  1876  was  5,118  ;  the  number 


likely  to  be  borne  on  31st  instant  cannot 
be  stated  with  precision,  but  the  latest 
returns  available  give  a  total  of  35,849. 


Mr.  WEDGWOOD:  To  ask  the 
Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  whether  his 
attention  has  been  called  to  the  Report 
of  Admiral  Sir  Cooper  Key's  Committee, 
made  in  1876,  to  the  efEect  that,  in  view 
of  the  number  of  the  engine-room  stafi 
and  the  extent  of  the  chief  engineers' 
duties,  engineer  officers  should  in  future 
be  classed  with  the  military  or  executive 
branch  of  the  Navy ;  and  whether,  in 
view  of  the  increase  in  the  numbers  of 
the  engine-room  stafi  and  engineers' 
duties  since  1876,  he  proposes  to  deal  with 
this  question  of  the  status  of  engineers 
during  the  current  Session  of  Parliament. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Edmund  Robertson). 
My  attention  has  been  called  to  this 
Report,  but  I  can  add  nothing  at  present 
to  the  statement  which  I  made  in  reply 
to  my  hon.  friend  on  10th  March. 

Irish  TraTelling  Post  Offices. 
Mr.  field  :  To  ask  the  Postmaster- 
General,  whether  he  has  received  an 
application  from  the  staff  of  the  Great 
Southern  and  Western  travelling  post 
office,  Ireland,  that  the  sorting  carriages 
might  be  heated  during  the  winter 
months,  and  also  for  improved  lavatory 
accommodation ;  whether  he  is  aware 
that  during  the  cold  weather  considerable 
suffering  is  experienced,  that  the  heating 
apparatus  runs  imder  and  not  through 
the  vehicles,  and  that  the  necessary 
alterations  of  fittings  could  be  easily 
made ;  and  whether  he  is  prepared  to 
accede  to  the  request  of  the  memoralists. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Sydney  Buxton.)  I 
have  received  the  application  referred  to. 
The  Post  Office  has  been  in  communica- 
tion with  the  railway  company  as  regards 
the  provision  of  heating  apparatus  in 
these  mail  carriages,  and  I  have  given 
instructions  for  a  further  letter  to  be 
sent  to  them  on  the  subject.  I  will 
consider  the  application  for  washing 
accommodation. 

London  Postal  Sorters. 
Mr.    W.    T.    WILSON    (Lancashire, 
Westhougliton)  :   To  ask  the  Postmaster- 
General  if  it  is  with  his  knowledge  that 
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(Ireland),  if  liis  attention  has  been  called 
to  several  cases  tried  on  the  20th  instant 
at  Bumfoot  petty  sessions  on  the  charge 
of  cruelty  to  cattle ;  if  he  is  aware  that 
a  number  of  cattle  were  shipped  by 
steamer  for  Fahan,  and,  in  order  to  get 
them  landed,  a  gangway  was  made  up 
with  planks  and  the  animals  forced 
over  into  the  sea,  and  some  of  them  had 
to  be  dragged  ashore  by  means  of  a 
rope  and  landed  in  an  exhausted  condi- 
tion ;  and  if  he  will  make  inquiry  into  ; 
the  matter  in  order  that  arrangements 
may  be  made  that  the  unshipping  of 
cattle  in  this  place  may  be  carried  out  in 
a  humane  manner. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  T.  W.  Russell.) 
The  Department  have  seen  a  newspaper  I 
report  respecting  these  cases.  The  place 
where  they  occurred  appears,  owing  to 
the  movement  of  sand,  to  have  become 
unsuitable  for  disembarking  cattle  in 
certain  conditions  of  the  tide.  The 
Department  are  arranging  to  have  the 
circumstances  fully  looked  into. 

Great  Southern  and  Western  Railway 
Dispute. 

Mr.  KENDAL  O'BRIEN  (Tipperary, 
Mid.)  :  To  ask  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade,  has  the  Great  Southern 
and  Western  Railway  of  Ireland  yet 
signified  their  agreement  to  the  terms  of 
the  late  railway  dispute  ;  and,  if  so,  when 
and  how  will  their  conciliation  board  be 
formed,  and  will  representation  on  the 
same  board  be  provided  for  employees 
on  behalf  of  railway  officers'  associations 
such  as  stationmasters  and  clerks. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Kearley.)  The  Great 
Southern  and  Western  Railway  Com- 
pany have  expressed  their  willingness  to 
adopt  a  scheme  for  conciliation  boards 
on  the  lines  of  that  agreed  to  for  British 
railways  generally,  and  the  Board  of 
Trade  are  awaiting  the  proposals  of  the 
company  as  to  the  details  to  be  arranged 
for  their  line. 

Harrow  Schools. 
Mr.  GIBB  (Middlesex,  Harrow)  :"^ To 
ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Educa- 
tion whether  he  is  aware  that  an  experi- 
mental school  system  has  been  imposed 
by  the  education  committee  of  the 
Middlesex     County    Council    upon    the 


Harrow  elementary  school  district  against 
the  advice  of  the  Harrow  school  managers, 
and  against  the  desire  of  the  parents 
and  ratepayers  of  the  said  district,  as 
expressed  at  a  public  meeting  and 
embodied  in  a  petition  to  the  Middlesex 
education  committee ;  and  whether  he 
proposes  to  take  any  action  in  the  matter. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  McKenna.)  I  have 
been  informed  by  the  local  education 
authority  that  they  propose  to  take  the 
opportimity  of  the  opening  of  the  new 
council  school  at  Vaughan  Road,  Harrow, 
to  rearrange  the  schools  in  the  district, 
and  to  restrict  the  Greenhill  boys'  and 
girls'  departments  to  Standards  V.  and 
upwards,  keeping  the  Wealdstone  Bridge 
School  and  the  Vaughan  Road  School 
as  lower  standard  schools.  The  object 
appears  to  be  to  grade  the  schools  with  a 
view  to  bringing  the  older  and  more 
advanced  scholars  into  one  school  in 
which  arrangements  could  be  made 
for  their  more  efficient  instruction.  The 
reorganisation  is  within  the  competence 
of  the  authority,  and  has  been  approved 
by  the  Board  subject  to  its  recon- 
sideration should  the  experiment  prove 
unsuccessful. 

Income-Tax. 
Mr.  W.  T.  WILSON:  To  ask  Mr. 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  whether  he 
is  aware  that,  although  he  has  intimated 
to  surveyors  of  taxes  that  in  all  cases 
where  the  omission  of  bonuses  from 
income-tax  Returns  have  been  made 
under  the  bona  fide  belief  that  they  were 
exempt,  and  that  no  demand  was  to  be 
made  for  back  tax,  and  if  any  had 
been  raceived  it  must  be  returned,  some 
surveyors  of  taxes  are  demanding  the 
back  tax  and  compelling  its  payment ; 
and  whether  he  will,  under  the  circum- 
stances, again  communicate  with  the 
Inland  Revenue  authorities  with  the 
object  of  securing  equitable  treatment 
to  all  those  who  were  bona  fide  of  the 
opinion  that  a  bonus  on  wages  was 
exempt  from  the  tax. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Asquith.)  The  in- 
struction given  to  the  surveyors  of 
taxes  in  this  matter  have,  so  far  as  the 
Board  of  Inland  Revenue  f>re  aware, 
been  strictly  adhered  to.  But,  if  the 
hon.  Member  has  any  particular  case  in 
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mind  and  will  furnish  me  with  details, 
inquiry  shall  be  made. 

Eilbrin  Evicted  Tenant. 
Mr.  FLYNN  (Cork  County,  N.) : 
To  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  the  Estates 
Commissioners  have  yet  taken  any  steps 
towards  securing  the  reinstatement  of 
Timothy  O'Donovan,  who  was  evicted 
from  his  holding  on  the  Barry  estate, 
Balh^oe,  Kilbrin,  County  Cork  ;    are  the 


are  not  on  the  active  liat  are  entitled  to  a 
military  funeral,  but,  as  in  the  above 
case,  there  is  no  objection  to  a  semi- 
military  funeral  being  arranged  privately, 
provided  that  no  expense  to  the  public 
is  incurred. 

Sub-Target  Bifle  Kachine  Trials. 

Sir  clement  HILL  (Shrewsbury): 

To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State   for  War 

what  has  been  the  result  of   the  Army 

trials  of  the  sub-target    rifle    machine 


Commissioners  aware  that  thi8  holding  i  which  were  begun  in  1906  ;    and  whether 
was  visited  in  May,  11)07,  by  Mr.  Inspector  |  any  such  machine  is  now  being  officially 
Byrne ;    and   whether,    as    the    holding  |  used, 
is    now    in    the   landlord's   hands,    the  ! 


Commissioners  will  avail  themselves  of 
their  powers  under  the  Act  of  1907  to 
procure  the  restoration  of  this  tenant. 

(Amwerei  by  Mr,  Blrrdl.)  The  Estates 


(Answered  by  Mr,  Secr^ary  Haldane,) 
There  have  been  no  official  trials  of  this 
machine.  In  1906  Reports  were  called 
for  as  to  experience  gained  with  some 
privately  owned  machines  and  these  were 


Commissioners  had  the  former  holding  '  favourable.  It  has  now,  however,  been 
of  Timothv  O'Donovan  inspected  in  j  a^^g^d  to  give  a  trial  to  a  new  and  far 
May   last,  "and   have   decided   that   the  '  cheaper   design   which   is   being   manu- 


evicted  tenant's  widow  is  a  suitable 
person  to  work  a  farm.  The  Commis- 
sioners will  in  due  course  consider 
whether  the  case  is  one  for  the  applica- 
tion of  their  powers  under  the  Evicted 
Tenants  Act. 


factured.     Only    eight    machines 
purchased  out  of  public  funds. 


were 


QUESTIONS  IN  THE  HOUSE. 


Destruction  of  Cordite. 

Mr.  BELLAIES  (Lynn  E^)  :  I  beg 

to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty,  in 

reference  to  the  refusal  of  the  £oard  to 

state  the  amount  and  value  of  the  large 


Funerals  of  Indian  and  Crimean 
Veterans. 

Mr.  SLOAN  :    To   ask  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  War  whether  he  is  aware  ' 

that  Roland  Crocker,  trooper  of  the  i  quantity  of  cordite  which  has  been 
11th  Hussars,  who  died  a  short  time  ago  destroyed  because  of  the  presence  of 
in  Kensington  A^'orkhouse  Infirmary,  |  mercuric  chloride,  whether  the  Board 
and  was  proved  by  papers  found  in  his  have  furnished,  or  j^ropose  to  furnish,  the 
possession  to  have  been  one  of  the  Six  ,  Auditor-General  with  the  information ; 
Hundred  at  Balaclava,  was  buried  with  •  *^^  whether  the  reserves  of  ammunition 
full  military  honours,  a  party  of  men  •  ^^®^®  ^^  ^^^®  brought  up  to  compensate 
from  his  old  regiment  attending ;  and,  j  ^^^  ^h®^®  unexpected  losses, 
if  so,  will  the  same  concession  apply  to 
the  Indian  and  Crimean  veterans  who 
reside  in  Belfast  and  neighbourhood. 


The  SECRETARY  to  the  AD- 
MIRALTY (Mr.  Edmund  Robbrtbon, 
Dundee) :  No  cordite  has  been  destroyed 
because  it  contained  mercuric  chloride. 


Mr.  BELLAIRS: 
it  had  deteriorated  ? 


Was  it  then  because 


(Answered  by  Mr,  Secretary  Haldane.) 
The  pensioner   named   in  the   Question  i 
was  not  buried  with  military    honours,  ! 
but  the  loan  of  a    gun-carriage    which 
was  in  the  custody  of  the  Army  Service        Mr.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON-  Yes, 
Corps  at  Xensingtou  Barracks  was  sane-  '■  on  account  of  age. 
tioned  for  his  funeral.     A  few  men  of  the 

11th  Hussars  who  were  on  furlough  in  Stock  of  Cordite. 

London  and  a  few  men  of  the  Army  Mr.  ASHLEY  (Lancashire.  Blackpool) : 
bemce  Corps  voluntarily  attended  the  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Ad- 
funeral.     Neither  officers  nor  men  who    miralty  whether  the  cordite  which  has 
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been  destroyed  since  Ist  January  1907, 
either  because  of  deterioration  or  because 
of  the  presence  of  mercuric  chloride,  has 
been  replaced ;  and  whether  the  present 
stock  of  cordite  is  as  large  as  it  was  on 
Ist  January,  1907. 

Mr.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON :  It  is 
not  desirable  in  the  public  interest  to 
give  any  detailed  information  as  to  the 
stock  of  cordite,  but  it  is  at  least  as  large 
as  on  the  1st  January,  1907. 

Norwegian  Granite  for  Haulbowline 
Works. 

Mr.  MITCHELL-THOMSON  (Lanark- 
shire,  N.  W.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary 
to  the  Admiralty  if  he  can  state  from 
whence  the  granite  for  use  in  the  new 
works  at  Haulbowline  is  being  obtained  ; 
and  whether  any  of  the  granite  to  be 
used  is  foreign  granite. 

Mr.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON:  The 
contractors  have  informed  the  Admiralty 
that  they  are  obtaining  the  granite  from 
Norwegian  quarries. 

Mr.  T.  L.  CORBETT  (Down,  N.) :  Is 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  aware  that  the 
very  finest  granite  is  to  be  obtained  in 
Great  Britain,  and  that,  if  the  Govern- 
ment had  secured  the  granite  in  Great 
Britain,  the  wages  would  have  been 
spent  on  working  people  in  our  own 
country  ? 

Mr.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON:  I 
believe  very  good  granite  is  to  be 
obtained  in  this  country. 

Mr.  WATT  (Glasgow,  College) :  Is  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  aware  that  the  con- 
tractor is  a  strong  tariff  reformer  1 

Mr.  REMNANT  (Finsbury,  Holborn) : 
What  was  the  difference  in  price  between 
the  Norwegian  and  the  British  contracts  ? 

Mr.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON  :  There 
were  alternative  contracts  for  Irish  lime- 
stone and  granite.  The  difference  was 
about  20  per  cent,  in  the  favour  of  the 
granite. 

Mr.  T.  L.  CORBETT :  Can  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  give  the  difference  in 
price  between  the  granite  to  be  obtained 
in  this  country  and  foreign  granite  1 

VOL.  CLXXXVI.  [Fourth  Series.] 


Mr.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON  asked 
for  notice  of  the  Question. 

Captain  DONELAN  (Cork,  K):  Is 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  aware  that  the 
best  limestone  in  Ireland  isprocurable  in 
the  immediate  vicinity  of  Haulbowline  ? 

Mr.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON:  I 
believe  so. 

Mr.  REMNANT :  Can  the  right  hon. 
Oentleman  tell  us  the  difference  in  the 
wages  paid  the  Norwegian  worker? 

Mr.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON:  No, 
Sir,  I  cannot. 

Mr.  STANLEY  WILSON  (Yorkshire, 
E.R.,  Holderness) :  You  ought  to  know. 

Consumptive  Soldiers. 
Colonel  LOCKWOOD  (Essex,  Ep- 
ping) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  War  what  steps  (if  any)  are  or 
will  be  taken  to  carry  out  the  recommen- 
dations of  the  special  War  Office 
Committee  with  regard  to  soldiers 
suffering  from  tuberculosis  and  making 
provision  for  their  reception  into  suitable 
sanatoria,  and  thus  prevent  the  spread 
amongst  the  civilian  population  in  their 
own  homes  of  a  disease  which  is  killing 
off  some  40,000  of  our  population 
annually. 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 
WAR  (Mr.  Haldane,  Haddingjbon) : 
Will  the  hon.  and  gallant  Member  kindly 
refer  to  my  replies  to  previous  Questions 
on  this  subject  put  by  the  hon.  Member 
for  Sunderland  on  the  18th  February, 
and  the  hon.  Member  for  the  Abercrom- 
by  division  of  Liverpool  on  the  2nd 
instant,  to  which  at  present  I  have  nothing 
to  add. 

New  Forest  Manoeuvres. 
Sir  ROBERT  HOBART  (Hampshire, 
New  Forest)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  War  whether  it  is  proposed 
to  authorise  by  Order  in  Council  large 
military  manieuvres  in  the  New  Forest 
during  the  coming  autumn  ;  whether  his 
attention  has  been  drawn  to  the  pro- 
visions of  The  Military  Manoeuvres  Act, 
1897,  especially  to  Section  1  (2)  which 
requires  six  months'  notice  to  the  county 
district  and  parish  councils,  wholly  or 
partly  within  the  specified  limits,  and  in 
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the  case  of  the  Now  Forest  to  the  Court 
of  Verderers,  with  three  months  notice, 
to  be  advertised  in  two  local  newspapers 
before  the  Order  comes  into  force,  to- 
gether with  an  address  from  each  House 
of  Parliament  to  His  Majesty,  praying 
that  the  Order  may  be  made  ;  and  further 
to  inquire  whether  the  term  authorised 
forces  in  the  Military  Manoeuvres  Act 
applies  to  the  Territorial  Forces  equally 
with,  the  Regular  Forces  of  the  Crown. 

Mr.  HALDANE  :  It  is  not  proposed 
to  make  use  of  the  Military  Manoeuvres  Act 
in  the  New  Forest  in  1908.  The  General 
Officer  Commanding  in-Chief  Southern 
Command  has  arranged  in  a  friendly 
fashion  with  the  Office  of  Woods  and 
Forests  for  permission  to  hold  manoeuvres 
in  and  about  the  New  Forest  in  the 
autumn,  a  plan  which  is  much  preferable 
to  the  costly  and  clumsy  one  of  resorting 
to  compulsory  powers.  As  regards  the 
last  part  of  the  Question  the  phrase 
"  authorised  forces  "  applies  to  the  Terri- 
torial Forces  as  well  as  the  Regular 
Forces. 

Sir  ROBERT  HOBART  asked  whether 
permission  had  been  obtained  from  the 
Court  of  Verderers. 

Mr.  HALDANE  asked  that  the 
Question  should  be  put  down. 

Mr.  ASHLEY  asked  whether  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  ascertained 
whether  the  manoeuvres  were  viewed 
with  favour  by  those  who  had  common  or 
grazing  rights. 

Mr.  HALDANE  said  he  assumed  so, 
otherwise  permission  would  not  be  given. 

Mr.  CLAUDE  HAY:  Is  it  not  the 
fact  that  the  hon.  Member  for  the  New 
Forest  is  the  chief  holder  of  these  rights  1 

[No  Answer  was  returned.] 

Cordite  and  Mercuric  Chloride. 
Mr.  BELL  AIRS:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  whether  the 
Report  of  Lord  Rayleigh's  Committee 
bore  out  the  conclusion  of  his  expert 
advisere,  as  stated  by  him  in  the  debate 
on  11th  June,  1907,  that  there  was  no 
excuse  for  using  mercuric  chloride  as  an 
antiseptic  in  cordite,  and  that  the  only 
purpose    for    which    mercuric    chloride 


could  be  added  to  cordite  was  to  ma^k 
the  heat  test. 

Mr.  HALDANE :  As  I  have  already 
explained  to  the  House,  the  investigation 
of  the  question  of  the  use  of  mercury  in 
the  manufacture  of  cordite  was  not 
referred  to  the  Conference  under  the 
presidency  of  Lord  Rayleigh. 

Mr.  BELLAIRS  asked  whether  his 
right  hon.  friend  was  aware  that  the 
Secretary  of  Stat«  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment had  just  said  that  the  Committee 
unanimously  recommended  that  the 
blasting  explosive!  which  contained 
mercuric  chloride  should  be  destroyed; 
and  was  there  any  iaherent  difference 
between  cordite  and  blasting  explosives 
in  the  mat  ten 

Mr.  HALDANE:  We  decided  this 
question  for  ourselves;  we  had  our  own 
specifications. 

Viscount  HELMSLEY  (Yorkshire, 
N.R.,  Thirsk) :  Has  all  the  cordite  contain- 
ing mercuric  chloride  held  by  the  War 
Office  been  destroyed  ? 

Mr.  HALDANE  :  I  imagine  so. 

Lord  R.  CECIL  (Marylebone,  R) 
asked  why  it  was  that  the  cordite  belong- 
ing to  the  War  Office  which  contained 
mercuric  chloride  had  been  destroyed  on 
that  ground,  while  cordite  belonging  to 
the  Admiralty  which  contained  mercuric 
chloride  had  not  been  destix)yed  on  that 
ground. 

Mr.  HALDANE  said  that  the  War 
Office  had  it  in  their  speoifioations  that 
mercuric  chloride  and  such  thing?  were 
not  to  be  put  in,  and  where  they  were 
put  in  they  rejected  the  cordite.  The 
Question  should  be  put  down. 

An  HON.  MEMBER:  Is  it  not  the 
fact  that  many  experts  hold  that  mercuric 
chloride  adds  to  rather  than  detracts  from 
the  stability  of  chloride  ? 

Mr.  HALDANE :  I  am  not  aware  of 

that. 

Mr.  lea  (St.  Pancras,  R) :  What 
was  the  value  of  the  cordite  4e6troyed 
by  the  War  Office  1 

Mr.  QAI4DANE        1  <PV  li^tioet 
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Fife  Garrison  Artillery  Militia. 

Major  ANSTRUTHER-GRAY   (St. 

Andrews    Burghs) :    I    beg  to   ask  the 

Secretary    of    State   for  War    whether 

reductions    are    to    be     made    in    the 

S)rmanent  staff  of  the  Fife  Royal 
arrison  Artillery  Militia  when  it  is 
formed  into  Field  Artillery  Special 
Reserve ;  what  course  will  be  taken  with 
those  members  of  the  permanent  staff 
who  will  lose  their  present  appointments ; 
and  whether,  considering  the  fact  that 
they  are  mostly  married  men,  warning 
may  be  given  them  before  April  to  enable 
them  to  give  notice  to  give  up  their 
houses. 

Mr.  HALDANE  :  Some  reductions 
will  have  to  be  made  in  the  permanent 
staff,  but  they  will  not  take  place  until 
after  the  annual  training.  Every  en- 
deavour will  be  made  to  avoid  hardships 
as  far  as  possible  by  giving  sufficient 
warning.  Those  who  are  reduced  will 
be  absorbed  in  Royal  Garrison  Artillery 
units  of  the  Territorial  Force,  or  in  Royal 
Garrison  Artillery. 

Mr.  ARNOLD-FORSTER  (Croydon) : 
By  what  proportion  will  the  permanent 
staff  be  reduced  1 

Mr,  HALDANE:  I  cannot  say  at 
present. 

Army  Quartermasters  and  Biding 
Blasters. 

Major  ANSTRUTHER-GRAY:  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  whether,  in  consideration  of  the 
long  service  and  good  conduct  entailed 
by  those  who  have  risen  from  the  ranks 
to  the  position  of  quartermaster  and 
riding-master  in  His  Majesty's  Army,  he 
will  consider  the  advisability  of  amending 
the  regulations  to  ensure  them  substan- 
tive rank  instead  of  honorary  rank, 
Quicker  promotion  from  the  rank  of 
beutenant,  and  a  higher  rate  of  retired 
pay. 

Mr.  HALDANE :  It  is  not  considered 
that  the  duties  of  a  quartermaster  neces- 
sitates the  grant  of  substantive  rank,  as 
his  appointment  as  such  is  held  to  give 
him  all  the  authority  he  reciuiros,  and  his 
work  during  his  whole  period  of  service 
as  saeli  is  practically  the  same.  As  re- 
glldl  promotion  the  steps  of  honorary 


rank  may  be  regarded  as  corresponding 
to  the  average  rate  of  promotion  in  the 
case  of  officers  holding  substantive  rank. 
As  regards  retired  pay,  as  I  fully  ex- 
plained in  my  reply  to  a  Question  put  by 
the  hon.  Member  for  the  Newmarket 
Division  of  Cambridgeshire  on  the  19th 
February,  it  has  not  been  thought  right 
to  make  any  increase. 

Major  ANSTRUTHER-GRAY;  I 
cannot  agree  that  the  average  rate  of 
promotion  corresponds  in  the  two  cases. 
It  is  very  different. 

Army  PiBnsions. 
Captain  FABER  (Hampshire,  An- 
dover):  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  War  whether  he  will  consider 
the  advisability  of  making  it  obligatory 
for  boards  of  guardians  to  distribute  pen- 
sions to  old  soldiers  instead  of  optional, 
as  at  present  proposed. 

Mr.  HALDANE:  The  War  Office  has 
no  power  to  make  it  obligatory  for 
boards  of  guardians  to  distribute  soldiers 
pensions.  In  exceptional  cases  where 
pensioners  frequently  become  inmates 
of  workhouses,  payment  is  made  weekly 
by  the  guardians,  but  any  attempt  to 
make  this  custom  of  general  application 
would  be  strongly  resented  by  the 
pensioners.  I  do  not,  therefore,  propose 
to  adopt  the  hon.  and  gallant  Member's 
suggestion. 

Yeomanry  and  the  Territorial  Army. 

Sir  J.  DICKSON-POYNDER  (Wilt- 
shire, Chippenham) :  I  hQ%  to  ask  the  Sec- 
retary of  State  for  War  whether  it  will  be 
obligatory  on  all  the  Yeomanry  when 
joining  the  Territorial  Army  to  engage  for 
a  term  of  four  years ;  and  whether  he  will 
issue  an  Order  to  enable  those  yeomen 
who  have  already  served  in  the  force, 
whose  engagement  expires  after  1st  April 
and  who  desire  to  join  the  Territorial 
Army,  to  engage  for  one  year  instead  of 
four  years. 

Mr.  HALDANE  :  As  I  have  previously 
explained  to  the  House,  yeomen,  if  en- 
rolled before  the  18th  August,  1901,  who 
have  not  since  come  under  the  Militia 
and  Yeomanry  Act,  1901,  may  either 
serve  for  one  ytjar  from  the  31st  March, 
1908,  or  sign  for  the  full  period  of  four 
years.  Those  serving  under  the  Act  of 
1901  may  elect  either  to  sen^e  for  the 
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settlement  were  not  modified  in  any 
respect,  and  remain  the  same  as  I  stated 
in  the  House  on  the  3rd  of  last  July. 
The  correspondence  which  has  passed 
between  Messrs.  Kynoch  and  the  Home 
Department  related  to  the  carrying  out 
of  the  terms  of  the  settlement,  particu- 
larly to  the  question  which  of  the  blasting  , 
explosives  under  seizure  contained  mer-  f 
curie  chloride,  and  to  the  release  from 
seizure  of  those  explosives  which  did  not 
contain  that  ingredient ;  also  to  the  re- 
assembly of  the  conference  under  the 
chairmanship  of  Lord  Rayleigh.  That 
conference  re-assembled  on  the  25  th  of  last 
month,  and  unanimously  recommended 
that  the  blasting  explosive  containing 
mercuric  chloride  should  be  destroyed. 
In  these  circumstances,  no  useful  pur- 
pose would  be  served  by  publishing  the 
correspondence. 

Privileged  Cabs  at  London  Bailway 
Stations. 

Mr.  CLAUDE  HAY:  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department  how  many  railway  stations 
within  the  metropolitan  area  have  re- 
mained closed  to  cab  drivers  under  the 
provisions  of  the  London  Cab  and  Stage 
Carriage  Act,  1907. 

Mr.  GLADSTONE:  Orders  made 
under  Section  2  of  the  London  Cab  and 
Stage  Carriage  Act,  1907,  have  exempted 
from  the  operation  of  that  section  all 
stations  except  the  terminal  stations  of 
the  vaiious  railway  companies,  and  the 
London  and  South  Western  stations  at 
Vauxhall  and  Clapham  Junction.  This 
is  in  accordance  with  the  clear  under- 
standing arrived  at  when  the  Bill  was 
before  Parliament  that  suburban  stations 
would  not  as  a  rule  be  dealt  with  under 
the  section. 

The  "All  Bed"  Route. 
Mr.  CLAUDE  HAY :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  when 
the  Committee  appointed  to  consider  the 
All  Ked  Route  reported  to  the  Govern- 
ment ;  and  if  he  will  lay  the  Report  or 
such  portion  of  it  as  may  be  published 
without  prejudice  to  the  public  interest. 

The  parliamentary  SECRE- 
TARY TO  THE  BOARD  OF  TRADE 
(Mr.  Kearley,  Devonport) :  No  report 
has  yet  been  made  by  the  informal  Com- 


mittee referred  to.  The  Committee  have 
not  as  yet  received  any  formal  proposals 
from  the  Dominions  intereated* 

Mr.  CLAUDE  HAY :  Can  the  hon. 
Gentleman  say  when  the  Committee  is 
likely  to  report  1 

Mr.   KEARLEY  :  No,  Sir. 

Automatic  Couplings. 
Mr.  MADDISON  (Burnley)  :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
whether  the  Railway  Employment  Safety 
Appliance  Committee  has  had  any  trials 
of  automatic  couplings  or  made  any  report 
on  them,  and,  if  it  has  expressed  any 
view  throwing  doubt  on  their  value  as 
safety-appliances,  on  what  evidence  it  is 
based. 

Mr.  KEARLEY:  The  Committee 
which  consists  of  Colonel  Yorke,  my 
hon.  friend  the  Member  for  Derby,  and 
Mr.  Turnbull  of  the  London  and  North 
Western  Railway  were  asked  to  consider 
whether  it  was  advisable  that  investiga- 
tions and  experiments  should  be  under- 
taken in  regard  to  automatic  couplings, 
and  they  reported  after  very  full  con- 
sideration that  it  appeared  to  be  imprac- 
ticable to  fit  such  appliances  to  existing 
waggon  stock  and  that  oonsequently  any 
extensive  tests  of  automatic  couplers 
under  present  conditions  would  be  of  no 
value.  The  Committee's  Report  will  be 
presented  when  they  have  eoncluded 
their  investigations. 

Mr.  MADDISON :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  whether 
he  has  refused  to  appoint  a  juror  on  the 
Italian  Committee  which  is  to  conduct 
trials  of  automatic  couplers;  and,  if  so, 
whether  he  will  reconsider  his  decision, 
seeing  that  the  use  of  automatic  couplings 
in  the  United  States  has  shown  that  they 
have  been  the  means  of  considerable 
saving  of  life  and  limb. 

Mr.  KEARLEY:  His  Majesty's  Gov- 
ernment  have  received  no  invitation  to 
nominate  a  juror  on  this  Committee. 

Scarlet  Fever  in  London. 

Mr.  REMNANT;    I  beg  to  aak  the 

President  of   the    Local     Gk>vemment 

Board  what  action  he  proposes  to  take 

relative  to   the  resolution  unanimously 
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passed  by  the  managers  of  the  Metro- 
politan Asylum  District  on  the  7th 
December,  1907,  and  supported  by  the 
Corporation  of  the  City  of  London  and 
generally  by  the  borough  councils  and 
boards  of  guardians  of  the  metropolis, 
asking  the  Local  Government  Board,  in 
view  of  the  continued  prevalence  of  scarlet 
fever,  notwithstanding  the  extensive 
isolation  accommodation  which  has  been 
provided,  to  cause  an  inquiry  to  be  insti- 
tuted into  the  cause  of  the  disease ;  and 
whether  any,  and,  if  so,  what,  further 
means  can  be  adopted  for  its  prevention 

♦The    parliamentary  SECRE- 
TARY TO  THE  local  government 

BOARD  (Dr.  Macnamara,  Camberwell, 
N.) :  My  right  hon.  friend  has  received 
the  resolution  referred  to,  which  has 
been  supported  by  various  borough 
councils  and  boards  of  guardians.      He  is 

E'ving  consideration  to  the  subject,  but 
18  not  yet  arrived  at  a  decision  with 
regard  to  it. 

Mr.  remnant  :  When  is  a  decision 
likely  to  be  arrived  at  ? 

♦Dr.  M  ACNAMARA  :   I  will  put  the 
Question  to  my  right  hon.  friend. 

Danish  Bacon  and  Lard. 
Mr.  BOLAND  (Kerry,  S.) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  President  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  whether,  as  a  result  of  the 
fining  of  Alexander  Polsen,  manager  of 
the  Albion  Bacon  Curing  Factory  at 
Holbeck,  Denmark,  for  melting  lard 
derived  from  diseased  animab,  his  atten- 
tion has  been  called  to  the  action  of  the 
Danish  Minister  of  Agriculture  in  con- 
cealing the  fact  that  one  of  the  directors 
had  been  fined  for  practices  which  might 
injure  the  reputation  of  Danish  produce 
on  the  English  market ;  and  whether,  in 
view  of  the  fact  that  the  managers  of  all 
the  Dani^  co-operative  slaughter-houses 
met  at  Copenhagen  on  23rd  March  con- 
demned the  management  of  the  Albion 
factory  and  expressed  a  wish  to  secure 
more  effective  control  over  bacon  and 
other  meat  exported  from  Denmark,  he 
will  state  what  steps  he  proposes  to  take 
to  safeguard  the  interests  of  consumers 
in  this  country  pending  the  introduction 
of  more  effective  control  by  legislation  in 
Denmark. 


Dr.  MACNAMARA:  My  right  hon. 
friend  has  seen  the  statements  in  The 
Times  with  regard  to  the  matters  referred 
to  in  the  Question.  He  does  not  think 
any  special  action  is  necessary  at  the 
present  time  as  regards  the  importation 
of  bacon  and  meat  from  Denmark,  but 
he  has  in  preparation  regulations  dealing 
generally  with  the  measures  to  be  taken 
for  the  prevention  of  danger  to  health 
from  the  importation  of  foreign  meat. 

Mr.  BOLAND :  Is  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man  aware  that  a  Bill  has  been  introduced 
into  the  Danish  legislature  to  deal  with 
this  matter,  thereby  admitting  that  the 
present  control  is  ineffective  ? 

Dr.  MACNAMARA  :  I  am  not  aware 
of  that. 

Postage  to  Morocco. 
Major  ANSTRUTHER-GRAY :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Postmaster-General  whether, 
in  view  of  the  fact  that  Great  Britain 
possesses  some  50  per  cent,  of  the  trade, 
he  will  consider  the  advisability  of  reduc- 
ing the  postage  between  Morocco  and  this 
country  to  Id.  per  ounce,  as  is  the  case 
in  respect  of  letters  posted  between 
Morocco,  Spain,  Germany,  and  France. 

Thb  POSTMASTER-GENERAL  (M-. 
Sydney  Buxton,  Tower  Hamlets,  Pop- 
lar) :  The  question  of  reducing  the  rate 
of  postage  upon  letters  passing  between 
the  British  postal  agencies  in  Morocco 
and  this  country  is  now  under  my  con- 
sideration. 

Newfoundland  Newspaper  Bates. 
Major  ANSTRUTHER-GRAY  :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Postmaster  General  whether 
he  will  consider  the  advisability  of  reduc- 
ing the  rate  of  postage  on  newspapers 
and  periodicals  sent  from  the  United 
Kingdom  to  Newfoundland  to  Id.  per 
jx)und,  thus  establishing  the  same  rate  as 
applies  in  the  case  of  newspapers  and 
periodicals  sent  from  this  country  to 
Canada. 

Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON  :  The  re- 
duction of  postage  on  magazines  and 
periodicals  to  Canada  was  based  on  the 
very  special  and  peculiar  position  occu- 
pied by  that  Dominion,  as  the  result  of 
which  British  periodicals  were  unable  to 
obtain  a  footing  in  Canada,  their  places 
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being  taken  by  publications  from  the 
United  States.  These  conditions,  as  far 
as  I  am  aware,  do  not  prevail  in  New- 
foundland. The  rate  on  newspapers  from 
the  United  States  to  Newfoundland  is, 
according  to  the  latest  information  avail- 
able, the  usual  Postal  Union  rate,  identi- 
cally the  same  as  the  rate  from  Great 
Britain  to  Newfoundland.  There  does 
not  appear,  therefore,  any  reason  for 
extending  the  Canadian  Magazine  Post 
to  Newfoundland. 

Castle  Morton  Schoolroom. 
Mr.  ESSEX  (Gloucestershire,  Ciren- 
cester) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Education  whether  his  attention 
has  been  called  to  a  Primrose  League 
concert  and  smoking  political  meeting 
held  about  a  fortnight  ago  in  the  school- 
room of  Castle  Morton,  Worcestershire, 
the  vicar  of  the  parish  in  the  chair; 
whether  he  is  aware  that  an  oflf-license 
permitted  the  sale  of  refreshments  on  the 
school  premises  to  many  lads  and  other 
persons  who  were  present ;  and  whether 
he  is  taking  or  has  taken  any  action  in 
the  matter. 

The  PRESIDENT  of  the  BOARD  of 
EDUCATION  (Mr.  McKbnna,  Mon- 
mouthsire,  N.) :  Yes,  Sir.  This  school  is 
a  church  school,  the  trustees  of  which 
are  the  Bishop  and  Archdeacon  of  Wor- 
cester and  the  Vicar  of  Longdon.  I  am 
not  at  present  aware  of  the  precise 
provisions  of  the  trust  or  of  the  degree 
of  responsibility  of  the  trustees,  but  I 
have  very  little  doubt  that  the  use  of  the 
premises  for  the  purposes  mentioned, 
accompanied  by  the  sale  of  intoxicating 
liquor,  is  not  permissible  under  the  terms 
of  the  deed. 

Mr.  ESSEX:  Has  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  satisfied  himself  that  the 
permission  was  legally  given  1 

Mr.  McKENNA  :  I  had  nothing  to 
do  with  the  legality  of  the  permission. 
The  point  of  the  Question  is  as  to  the 
permissible  nature  of  this  use  of  a  trust 
building.  I  do  not  think  it  was  per- 
missible. 

Viscount  HELMSLEY  :  Has  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  inquired  if  the  facts  are 
as  alleged  ? 


Mr.   MoKENNA:    I    have  been  in- 
formed they  are. 

Viscount  HELMSLEY :  By  whom  1 

[No  Answer  was  returned.] 

The  Imperial  Oollege  of  Science. 
Mr.  RAMSAY  MACDONALD  (Lei- 
cester) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Education  whether  he  has 
received  any  representation  from  the 
Association  of  Teachers  in  Technical 
Institutions  regarding  the  composition  of 
the  governing  body  of  the  Imperial 
College  of  Science  and  Technolosry  indi- 
cating that  in  the  opinion  of  these 
teachers  the  present  constitution  of  the 
governing  boay  of  this  college  separated 
its  work  from  existing  technical  institu- 
tions, and  whether  he  proposes  to  settle 
immediately  if  the  college  is  to  be  an 
independent  foundation  or  part  of  the 
London  University. 

Mr.  McKENNA  :  Yes,  Sir.  I  received 
representations  to  that  effect  on  the  4th 
February  last.  I  have  pointed  out  to  the 
association  that  thirty  out  of  the  thirty- 
nine  members  of  the  governing  body  are 
nominated  either  by  technical  societies  or 
by  other  bodies  specially  interested  in 
technical  education.  With  regard  to  the 
last  paragraph,  I  must  refer  the  hon. 
Member  to  the  Answer  which  I  gave  him 
on  the  2nd  inst. 

Medical  Inspection  of  Irish  School 
Children. 

Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND  (Waterford) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the  Board 
of  Education  whether  it  is  intended  that 
the  special  grant  for  medical  inspec- 
tion and  other  purposes  which  he  has 
stated  he  is  prepared  to  recommend  the 
Treasury  to  extend  to  elementary  schools 
in  England  and  Wales  will  be  available 
for  provided  as  well  as  non-provided 
schools ;  and  whether  the  grant  to 
provided  schools  would  be  affeclied  by  the 
passage  of  the  Education  Bill  into  law. 

Mr.  McKENNA:  The  statement 
which  the  hon.  Member  quotes  was 
inaccurately  reported.  I  informed  a 
deputation  that  I  could  not  undertake  to 
recommend  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer to  make  a  special  grant  for 
medical  inspection  or  to  approach  him 
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with  a  view  to  obtaining  any  increase  of 
grant  for  the  ensuing  year. 

Teachers'  Begistration  Council. 
Mr.  a.  ALLEN  (Christcburcb) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Education  whether  the  staff  of  the 
Teachers*  Begistration  Council  will  be 
taken  over  by  the  new  council  when  it  is 
appointed ;  and,  if  not,  whether  any, 
ana,  if  so,  what,  employment  can  be 
found  for  the  members  of  the  staff. 

Mr.  MoKENNA  :  It  will  rest  with  the 
new  council  to  decide  what  officers  they 
will  employ.  The  question  of  finding 
some  temporary  employment  in  connec- 
tion with  the  Board  of  Education  is  now 
under  consideration. 

Mr.  a.  ALLEN:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Education 
whether  the  Teachers'  Eegistration 
Council  has  been  dissolved ;  and,  if  so, 
when  the  new  council  is  to  be  appointed. 

Mr.  McKENNA  :  The  existing  council 
will  be  dissolved  under  the  Order  in 
Council  on  the  31st  inst.  With 
regard  to  the  last  paragraph,  I  must  refer 
my  hon.  friend  to  the  Answer  which  I 
kve  yesterday  to  the  hon.  Baronet  the 
'ember  for  Oxford  University. 

Marble  Arch  Improvement. 
Mr.  CLAUDE  HAY :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  First  Commissioner  of  Works  what 
sum  IB  allotted  in  Class  1  of  the 
Estimates,  1908-9,  for  the  alterations 
now  being  carried  out  at  Marble  Arch. 

The  first  COMMISSIONER  of 
WORKS  (Mr.  Harcourt,  Lancashire, 
Rossendale) :  No  definite  sum  is  allotted 
for  this  service  in  the  Estimate  for 
1908-9.  The  cost  will  be  met  partly 
out  of  money  available  on  the  current 
year's  Vote,  and  partly  on  the  Vote  for 
1908-9,  under  Suohead  F.  Maintenance. 

Viscount  HELMSLEY  :  Can  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  say  to  what  sum 
the  cost  will  amount  t 

Mr.  HARCOURT:  I  cannot  say.  I 
am  working  with  the  London  County 
Council,  and  I  cannot  say  how  the  cost 
will  be  divided  between  us. 


Viscount  HELMSLEY:  WiU  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  determine  it  or 
the  County  Council  1 

Mr.  harcourt  :  It  wiU  be  easily 
determined  by  the  line  taken  by  the 
new  fences  of  the  park — on  our  side  it 
will  be  our  expense;  on  the  other  the 
County  Council  s. 

Imports  of  Foreign  Straw. 
Mr.  whitehead  (Essex,  S.E.) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  hon.  Member  for  South 
Somerset,  as  representing  the  President 
of  the  Board  of  Agriculture,  whether  he 
can  see  his  way  to  include  foreign  straw 
used  for  packing  and  foreign  peat-moss 
in  the  Order  prohibiting  import,  having 
regard  to  the  fact  that  both  these  articles 
are  used  for  litter,  and  that  peat-moss 
is  imported  from  places  where  there  is 
foot-and-mouth  disease. 

♦Mr.  J.  A.  PEASE  (for  Sir  Edward 
Strachey)  :  The  Board  do  not  see  their 
way  to  adopt  the  suggestion  of  my  hon. 
friend.  They  are  satisfied  that  it  would 
not  be  practicable  to  prohibit  the  intro- 
duction of  straw  used  in  packing,  and  in 
the  case  of  peat-moss  litter  the  manner 
in  which  that  article  is  prepared  for  use 
renders  it  extremely  improbable,  if  not 
impossible,  that  foot-and-mouth  disease 
can  be  introduced  thereby. 

Mr.  COURTHOPE  :  WUlthe  Govern- 
ment consider  the  possibility  of  prevent- 
ing the  sale  of  this  packing  straw. 

*Mr.  J.  A.  PEASE:  We  have  con- 
sidered that  fully  and  have  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  it  would  be  absolutely 
impossible  to  watch  the  course  of  this 
packing  straw  in  all  cases,  and  to  have  it 
destroyed. 


Viscount  HELMSLEY  :    Is  not 
importation  prohibited  in  Ireland  ] 


lU 


♦Mr.  J.  A.  PEASE :  Not  to  my  know- 
ledge. 

Tobacco  Growing  in  Scotland. 
Mr.  COCHRANE  (Ayrshire,  N.) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury, 
under  what  statute  has  the  Treasury 
authority  to  issue  permits  for  the  growth 
of  tobacco  in  Scotland ;  how  much  land 
might  any  individual  cultivate  with 
tobacco  under  such  a  permit ;  would  the 
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permit  authorise  the  selling  of  the 
produce;  and  what  amount  of  Excise 
Duty  would  be  chargeable. 

The  financial  SECRETARY  to 
THE  TREASURY  (Mr.  Runciman, 
Dewsbury) :  In  the  form  which  the 
hon.  Member  has  given  to  this  Ques- 
tion I  can  only  make  him  the  same 
reply  as  on  Monday  last.  I  understand, 
however,  that  he  intends  to  refer  to  the 
permission  which  had  been  given  by 
successive  Governments  for  several  years 
previously  to  the  passing  of  the  Irish 
Tobacco  Act,  1907,  to  grow  tobacco  for 
experimental  purposes  in  Ireland.  For 
these  purposes  the  area  under  cultivation 
was  limited  to  109  acres  and  as  a  matter 
of  fact  no  individual  cultivated  more  than 
twenty  acres.  In  these  circumstances  it 
was  unnecessary  to  prohibit  the  sale  of 
the  produce.  No  Excise  Duty  was 
charged,  but  the  growers  agreed  to  make 
a  payment  equal  to  the  Customs  Duty  on 
the  amount  of  tobacco  grown  with  a 
promise  of  refund  of  one  third  sub- 
sequently. His  Majesty's  Government 
are  prepared  to  allow  similar  facilities  for 
experimentation  in  Scotland  under  similar 
conditions. 

Mr.  COCHRANE :  The  point  is  under 
what  statute  the  sanction  is  given  1 

Mr.  RUNCIM an  :  I  believe  the  action 
taken  by  our  predecessors  was  executive 
action. 

Mail  Service  Contracts. 
Mr.   CLAUDE  HAY :   I  beg  to  ask 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  when  it 
is  proposed  to  discuss  the  mail  service 
contracts. 


Mr.   RUNCIMAN: 
say  at  present. 


I  am  unable  to 


Mr.  CLAUDE  HAY:  Will  the 
Government  give  ample  opportunity  for 
the  discussion  1 

Mr.  RUNCIMAN:  That  Question 
should  be  addressed  to  the  Leader  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  CLAUDE  HAY:  Will  the  hon. 
Gentleman  make  representations  in  the 
proper  quarter  to  secure  that  we  have 
ample  opix)rtunity  1 

[No  Answer  was  returned.] 


Unlicensed  Moiey  Landing. 
Mr.  CARR-GOMM  (South  wark,  Rother- 
hithe) :  I  beg  to  ask  Mr.  Attorney- 
General,  whether  his  attention  has  been 
called  to  the  evidence  given  at  the  inquest 
on  the  body  of  a  woman  who  committed 
suicide  at  52,  Gainsford  Street,  S.K,  on 
11th  January,  and  especially  to  the 
evidence  of  a  woman  moneylender  from 
whom  the  deceased  had  borrowed  money, 
and  who  confessed  to  being  unlicensed 
although  engaged  in  lending  money  about 
the  district;  whether  this  case  was 
brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Public 
Prosecutor ;  and,  if  so,  on  what  grounds 
he  refused  to  take  action. 

The  ATTORNEY -GENERAL  (Sir 
W.  RoBSON,  South  Shields):  The 
Public  Prosecutor  has  inquired  into  this 
case,  but  there  is  no  evidence  in  existence 
or  apparently  obtainable  which  would 
justify  him  in  charging  the  woman  as  a 
moneylender  within  the  meaning  of  the 
Act. 

Foriegn  Trawlers  in  the  North  Sea- 
Mr.  weir  (Ross  and  Cromarty):  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  for  Scotland,  in 
view  of  the  decision  in  the  High  Court  of 
Justiciary,  Edinburgh,  »ome  time  since, 
will  he  state  why  foreign  trawlers  de- 
tected trawling  in  the  Moray  Firth  are 
no  longer  prosecuted. 

Sir     GEORGE    DOUGHTY  (Great 
Grimsby) :    At    the    lame    titoe   may 
I     ask     the     Secretary    for     Sootland 
whether   he   is     aware    that    to    carry 
out    the  decision    of   the    High    Court 
of  Justiciary,  Scotland,  and  proseoute  all 
foreign  trawlers  fishing  outside  the  three 
mile  limits  in  the  Moray  Firth   would 
constitute  a  breach  of  International  Law ; 
whether  he  has  been  informed  that  that 
is  the  opinion  of  the  Foreign  Office ;  and 
whether  he  will  immediately  take  steps 
to  withdraw  the  British  cruisers  which  at 
present  protect  these  fishing  grounds  for 
the    exclusive    use    and    advantage    of 
foreigners,  and  remove  restrictions  which 
prevent  British  fishermen  from  trawling 
in  these  waters. 

Mr.  MORTON  (Sutherland)  :  I  beg  to 
ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
whether  the  Government  propose  to  take 
any  steps  to  compel  the  trawlers  which 
arc  engaged  in  illegal  trawling  around  the 
coasts  of  Scotland  to  obey  the  law ;   and 
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whether  he  is  aware  that  the  rich 
companies  and  trusts  are  allowed  to  carry 
on  this  illegal  trawling  with  impunity 
and  thus  deprive  the  fishermen  oi  their 
means  of  livelihood. 

Sir  ARTHUR  BIGNOLD  (Wick 
Burghs):  I  beg  tp  ask  the  Secre- 
tary tor  Scotland  whether  trawling 
vessels  of  foreign  countries  fishing 
within  the  limits  of  the  Moray 
Firth,  but  more  than  three  miles  from 
low-water  mark  therein,  are  immune 
from  prosecution,  or  whether  the  law  as 
laid  down  by  the  Justiciary  Appeal 
Court  of  Scotland  in  July  1906  is  now 
enforceable. 

The  secretary  for  SCOTLAND 
(Mr.  Sinclair,  Forfarshire)  :  The 
Government,  for  reasons  of  Inter- 
national comity,  are  not  prepared  to 
instruct  proceedings  against  foreign 
trawlers  engaged  in  trawling  outside 
the  limit  of  territorial  waters  recog- 
nised by  international  convention.  I  am, 
however,  in  communication  with  the 
oth^r  Government  Departments  con- 
cerned, Witt  a  view  to  the  formulation  of 
proposals  for  submission  to  other  Powers 
at  the  earliest  possible  date. 


Sir  GEORGE  DOUGHTY 
whether  there  were  not  a  thousand  miles 
in  the  Moray  Firth  outside  the  three 
miles  limit,  which  were  not  xmder  the 
eontrol  of  the  Department,  but  which  the 
Government  were  policing  with  British 
ahips  at  the  expense  of  the  taxpayers ; 
iwad  'wh^thdr  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
woidd  take  steps  to  remove  these  restric- 
tions and  give  British  fishermen  the 
same  opportunities  as  foreign  fishermen 
enjoyed. 

Mr.  SINCLAIR :  It  is  the  duty  of 
British  subjects  to  obey  the  law. 

Sir  GEORGE  DOUGHTY:  Does  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  imply  that  British 
fishermen  do  not  obey  the  law  1 

Mr.  WEIR:  Before  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  answers  that — 

Mr.  STANLEY  WILSON:  He  will 
net  answer  it. 

Mr.  WEIR:  Will  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  give  the  first  consirleration  to 


the  needs  of  line  fishermen  as  against  the 
trawlers  ? 

Mr.  STANLEY  WILSON  :  Are  we  to 
understand  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
is  in  favour  of  giving  preferential  treat- 
ment to  foreigners  1 

[No  Answer  was  given.] 

Mr.  WEIR  again  asked  whether  the 
first  consideration  would  be  given  to  the 
line  fishermen  rather  than  to  the  trawlers. 

Mr.  COURTHOPE  asked  whether  the 
Government  would  consider  the  advis- 
ability of  a  change  in  the  law. 

Mr.  SINCLAIR:  The  Government 
will,  of  course,  bear  such  considerations 
in  mind,  and  in  reply  to  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Ross-shire,  I  can  assure  him  that 
the  consideration  he  mentions  is  present 
to  the  mind  of  the  Government. 

Mr.  ASHLEY :  Are  we  to  understand 
that  the  Government  recognise  the  right 
of  trawlers  flying  a  foreign  flag  to  fish  out- 
side the  three-mile  limit  without  let  or 
hindrance  ? 

Mr.  SINCLAIR:  That  is  fully  covered 
by  the  Answer  to  the  Question  on  the 
Paper. 

Mr.  watt  :  Is  it  the  case  as  alleged 
that  the  opinion  of  the  Lord  Chancellor 
is  enabling  the  Government  to  over-ride 
the  unanimous  opinion  of  the  Court  of 
Session  ? 

♦Mr.  SPEAKER :  The  hon.  Member 
had  better  put  that  Question  down. 

Small  Landholders  (Scotland)  Bill. 
Mr.  WEIR :  I  beg  to  ask  Mr.  Chan- 
cellor  of  the  Exchequer,  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  the  Small  Landholders  (Scot- 
land) Bill  has  been  rejected  by  the  Lords, 
will  he  state  what  steps  the  Government 
propose  to  take  to  meet  the  land  hunger 
and  distress  in  the  Highlands  and  Islands 
of  Scotland. 

Mr.  SINCLAIR:  The  responsibility 
for  the  rejection  of  this  Bill  does  not  lie 
with  the  Government.  They  are  very 
sensible  of  the  vital  importance  of  the 
subject,  an  importance  which  has  in  no 
degree  decreased,  bub  I  have  no  state- 
ment to  make  at  present.. 
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Mr.  weir  :  Is  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man not  aware  that  there  is  acute  distress 
in  the  Highlands  and  Islands  of  Scot- 
land, and  that  the  Bill  which  was 
brought  in  was  an  impossible  Bill 
to  pass?  Is  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man also  not  aware  that  the  condi- 
tions in  the  Highlands  are  totally 
different  from  those  in  the  Lowlands  ? 

Mr.  SINCLAIR:  I  am  aware  of  the 
fact,  but  I  am  not  able  to  follow  my  hon. 
friend  into  a  discussion  of  that  nature. 

Viscount  HELMSLEY:  Will  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  say  whether 
the  Gk)vemment  intend  to  support 
in  this  House  another  Bill  dealing 
with  that  subject  which  has  been  intro- 
duced by  a  noble  Lord  in  the  House  of 
Lords  1 

Mr.  SINCLAIR:  That  question  will 
arise  when  the  circumstance  occurs  to 
which  the  noble  Lord  refers. 

Mr.  AINSWORTH:  Will  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  consider  the  advisability 
of  increasing  the  powers  of  the  Con- 
gested Districts  Board  of  Scotland  by 
legislation  so  as  to  enable  them  to  deal 
ivith  the  question  of  small  holdings  by 
hiring  or  purchasing  land  for  the  whole 
of  Scotland  ? 

Mr.  SINCLAIR  asked  for  notice  of 
that  Question. 

Scottish  Congestion  and  Migration. 

Mr.  weir  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary 
for  Scotland  whether  the  Congested 
Districts  Board  have  yet  framed  a  scheme 
for  the  encouragement  of  migration  to  the 
mainland ;  and,  if  not  will  he  explain 
the  cause  of  the  delay. 

Mr.  SINCLAIR :  Until  the  informa- 
tion referred  to  in  my  Answer  to  my 
hon.  friend's  Question  on  the  11th  instant 
haa  been  received  I  am  unable  to  make 
any  further  statement. 

Campbeltown  Sheriffs  Judgment  on 
Trawling. 

Mr.  MORTON  (Sutherland) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  for  Scotland  whether 
he  is  aware  that,  in  a  case  of  illegal 
trawling  tried  at  Campbeltown,  Argyll- 
shire, on  the  4th  of  September,  1907,  the 
sheriff  said  that,  from  a  tolerable  experi- 


ence of  convictions  of  those  who  have 
been  guilty  of  transgressing  the  law  as 
to  otter  trawling,  he  thought  that  until 
Parliament  saw  fit  to  permit  the  imposi- 
tion of  some  much  more  drastic  punish- 
ment than  the  limit  which  at  present  the 
Courts  have  power  to  inflict,  and  the  pro- 
vision of  more  adequate  means  for  the 
detection  and  capture  of  offenders,  such 
as  more  and  faster  cruisers,  little  can  be 
done  effectively  to  prevent  illegal  trawling 
and  the  ultimate  ruin  of  the  entire  fishing 
industry,  that  the  punishment  which  at 
present  it  is  in  the  power  of  the  Courts 
to  inflict  was  wholly  inadequate  to  pre- 
vent the  infraction  of  the  law,  and  that 
the  number  and  the  speed  of  the  pro- 
tective vessels  at  present  at  the  disposal 
of  the  Fishery  Board  was  wholly  incom- 
mensurate with  the  necessities  of  the 
case ;  and  whether,  under  those  circum- 
stanceS)  he  will  take  steps  to  vindicate 
the  law  and  to  compel  these  illegal 
trawlers  to  obey  the  law. 

Mr.  SINCLAIR :  Regarding  the  earlier 
part  of  this  Question  I  can  omy  refer  my 
hon.  friend  to  the  reply  given  him  on  the 
24th  instant.  The  protective  vessels  are 
rendering  efficient  service  in  the  vindica- 
tion of  the  law,  and  it  is  owing  to  financial 
considerations  that  the  number  has  not 
been  further  increased. 

Scottish  Herring  Fishery. 
Mr.  CATHCART  WASON  (Orkney 
and  Shetland) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary 
for  Scotland  whether  in  view  of  the 
failure  of  the  herring  fishery  on  the 
West  Coast  of  Shetland  since  the  killing 
of  whales  commenced  and  operations 
consequent,  and  the  apprehension  that 
still  wider-spread  disaster  wiU  ensue,  he 
will  take  precautions  to  protect  the  in- 
shore fisheries  from  the  depredations  of 
trawlers. 

Mr.  SINCLAIR :  The  fishery  croisers 
have  instructions  to  secure  the  purpose 
indicated  by  my  hon.  friend. 

Mr.  CATHCART  WASON :  WiU  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  take  some  steps  to 
secure  that  persons  caught  destroying  the 
fishery  shall  be  punished  1 

Mr.  SINCLAIR :  I  do  not  quite  under- 
stand the  bearing  of  that  Question.  Per- 
haps the  hon.  Gentleman  will  pat  it 
down. 
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OoiiTictioiui  for  Illegal  Trawling. 
MR.CATHOABTWASON:  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  for  Scotland  if  he  is 
aware  that  the  efforts  of  the  Orkney  and 
Shetland  Vigilance  Association  to  secure 
conviction  of  trawlers  engaged  in  destroy- 
ing the  inshore  fishenes  have  been 
attended  with  some  measure  of  success  ; 
and  if  the  Government  would  consider 
whether  the  offering  of  a  reward  for  the 
conviction  of  offenders  would  have  a 
salutary  effect. 

Mr.  SINCLAIB :  I  accept  the  informa- 
tion ffiven  in  the  earlier  part  of  the 
Question  from  my  hon.  friend.  The 
offer  of  a  reward  by  the  Qovernment  for 
the  conviction  of  offenders  is  not  a  course 
of  action  which  I  can  see  my  way  to 
adopt 

Sir  GEORGE  DOUGHTY:  Then  are 
we  to  understand  the  Scottish  Depart- 
ment admits  that  there  are  spies  all 
round  the  coasts  of  Scotland  1 

Mb.  SINCLAIR:  No,  Sir. 

Grimsby  Trawlers  in  the  Moray  Firth. 

Mb.  WILLIAMSON  (Elgin  and 
Nairn)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  for 
Scotland  whether  he  is  aware  that  most 
of  the  so-called  foreign  trawlers  in  the 
Moiav  Firth  are  owned  in  Grimsby,  and 
are  puMsed  under  the  Norwegian  flag  in 
(Mrder  to  evade  the  laws  of  this  Country, 
and  thus  unfairly  to  fish  in  waters  pro- 
hfbited  to  their  fellow  countrymen ;  and, 
seeing,  that  the  International  Fisheries 
Conference  at  Christiana  in  1901,  at 
.which  the  representatives  of  Norway 
were  present,  unanimously  passed  a  reso- 
lution to  the  effect  that  in  distinct  areas 
of  the  sea,  as  for  example  the  Moray 
Urthj  in  which  any  Government  have 
undertaken  scientific  experiments  in  tho 
interests  of  the  fisheries,  and  in  which 
the  success  of  the  experiments  is  being 
hindered  by  the  operations  of  trawlers, 
it  is  to  be  desired  that  measures  be 
adopted  for  the  removal  of  such  hind- 
rances, whether  the  Government  will 
make  a  friendly  representation  to  the 
Norwegian  Government  with  regard  to 
adoption  of  measures  for  tho  removal  of 
the  hindrances  above  referred  to  'i 

Mr.  SINCLAIR:  I  understand  the 
facts  to  be  as  stated  in  the  first  part 
of    my  hon,    friend's     Question.       The 


remainder  is  covered  by  the  general  reply 
which  I  have  just  given  on  this  subject. 

Sir  GEORGE  DOUGHTY:  Will  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  publish  a  return 
showing  the  number  of  vessels  British 
owned  but  sailing  under  the  Norwegian 

Mr.  SINCLAIR  :  If  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man will  put  down  that  Question  I  will 
consider  it. 

Sir  GEORGE  DOUGHTY :  This  is  an 
unfair  charge  on  some  of  my  constituents. 

Mr.  WILLIAMSON:  Is  the  hon. 
Member  for  Grimsby  not  himself 
interested  ] 

♦Mr.  SPEAKER :  Order,  order. 

Sir  GEORGE  DOUGHTY :  That  is 
an  insinuation  which 

Mr.  speaker  :  Order,  order,  I  did 
not  allow  the  question  so  I  cannot  permit 
the  reply. 

Olyde  Herring  Fishery. 
Mr.  AINSWORTH:  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Secretary  for  Scotland  whether 
he  is  aware  of  the  damage  caused 
to  the  herring  fishery  in  the  Clyde 
by  the  use  of  the  seine  net  during 
the  spawning  season ;  whether  he  is 
aware  that  by  the  use  of  this  net 
spawning  fish  are  caught  which  would 
otherwise  escape,  and  when  caught  are 
only  of  small  market  value,  while  other 
fish  are  destroyed  which  have  no  market 
value  at  the  time ;  and  whether  he  will 
cause  inquiry  to  be  made  as  to  the 
advantage  of  establishing  a  close  time 
for  the  seine  net  from  Ist  Februarry  to 
15th  May  in  each  year. 

Mr.  {SINCLAIR:  The  matter  referred 
to  by  my  hon.  friend  has  already  been 
the  subject  of  prolonged  inquiry  and  the 
conclusions  drawn  therefrom  do  not  tend 
to  establish  the  theory  that  this  mode 
of  fishing  conducted  in  waters  suitable 
thereto  is  necessarily  injurious. 

Mr.  ALNSWORTH  :  Is  the  right  hm. 
Gentleman  aware  that  all  public  opinion, 
with  one  exception,  is  in  favour  of  a  close 
time  for  the  seine  net  ? 
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Mr.  SINCLAIR:  I  will  accept  it. 

Mr.  WATT:  Will  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  institute  an  inquiry  either 
by  the  Fishery  Board  or  by  a  separate 
Commission  into  the  opinions  held  by 
fishermen  on  the  Clyde  1 

Mr.  SINCLAIR :  A  prolonged  inquiry 
has  already  taken  place  on  this  very 
subject,  and  in  my  opinion  there  is  no 
necessity  to  institute  a  further  inquiry. 

Mr.  H.  J.  TENNANT  (Berwickshixe) . 
What  was  the  nature  of  the  inquiry  1 

Mr.  SINCLAIR  asked  for  notice. 

Tralee  Goods  Bates. 
Mr.  THOMAS  O'DONNELL  (Kerry, 
W.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Vice-President 
of  the  Department  of  Agriculture  (Ire- 
land), what  are  the  rates  charged  by 
passenger  and  goods  trains  for  butter, 
bacon,  and  eggs  from  Tralee  to  London, 
Manchester  and  Liverpool ;  what  is  the 
value  of  each  of  those  commodities  im- 
ported yearly  into  England  from  Foreign 
countries  ;  and  what  is  the  value  of  the 
imports  from  Ireland. 

The  vice-president  op  the  DE- 
PARTMENT OF  AGRICULTURE  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  T.  W.  Russell,  Tyrone, 
S.) :  The  Answer  to  my  hon.  friend's 
Question  involves  a  tabular  statement 
which  will  be  more  readily  understood 
if  published  in  the  Votes  to-night,  which 
I  propose  to  do. 

Frauds  on  Irish  Industries. 
Mr.  FLYNN  (Cork,  N.) :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Vice-President  of  the  Department 
of  Agriculture  (Ireland),  whether  his 
attention  has  been  called  to  the  prosecu- 
tion and  conviction  of  a  trader  at  Hawick, 
on  the  16th  instant,  who  was  charged  at 
the  instance  of  the  Board  of  Trade  with 
selling  shoddy  cloth  as  Scottish  tweed, 
and  sentenced  to  a  month's  imprisonment, 
is  the  Department  aware  that  frauds  of 
a  similar  character  in  respect  to  Irish 
products,  such  as  bacon  and  hams,  and 
Irish  manufactures,  such  as  tweeds,  linen 
and  lace,  are  perpetrated  in  Great  Britain  ; 
what  steps,  if  any,  are  being  taken  by  the 
Department  to  check  these  fraudulent 
practices  ;     and  whether  the  protection 


of  Irish  industries  against  illegitimate 
competition,  .  British  and  foreign,  is 
allowed  to  devolve  solely  on  the  Irish 
Industrial  Deyelopment  Association. 

Mr,  T.  W.  RUSSELL :  The  Depart- 
ment have. seen  a  report  of  the  .case 
mentioned  in  the  Question.  They  are 
aware  that  fraudulent  transactions  ia 
respect  of  Irish  products  of  various  kinds 
take  place  in  Great  Britain.  The  De- 
partment have  officers  stationed  in  Great 
Britain,  whose  principal  duties  are  con- 
cerned with  the  detection  of  frauds  in 
connection  with  the  sale  of  articles  of 
Irish  agricultural  produce ;  and  through 
the  instrumentality  of  thiose  officers 
several  prosecutions  have  been  success- 
fully instituted  against  offenders  for  the 
sale  of  foreign  eggs  as  Irish,  of  margarine 
as  Irish  butter,  and  of  factory  butter  as 
creamery.  Other  cases  are  at  preddnt 
pending.  The  Department  cannot  ex- 
pend their  funds  in  proceedings  under 
the  Merchandise  Marks  Acts  for  the 
prevention  of  frauds  affecting  Irish  in- 
dustries generally.  The  Board  of  Trade 
arc  empowered  to  take  proceedings  under 
those  Acts  in  cases  afEecting  the  general 
interests  of  a  trade ;  and  the  Department 
are  prepared  to  submit  to  the  Board, 
for  such  action  as  they  may  t}unk  de- 
sirable, any  cases  of  the  kind  which  may 
come  under  their  notice.  The  I)epart- 
ment  are  aware  of  the  action  of  the  Irish 
Industrial  Development  Association  in 
this  respect,  and  consider  that  muoh  of 
this  work  can  be  most  efEectiveiiy  done 
by  such  an  agency  which  represents  the 
traders  themselves.  • 

Mr.  FLYNN  :  Cannot  the  Department 
in  addition  to  appointing  inspectors  for 
agriculture  appoint  inspectors  in 'connec- 
tion with  Irish  manufactures  ? 

Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL :  No,  Sir. 

Mr.  R.  DUNCAN  (Lanark,  Govan) : 
Has   the  Irish   Industrial   Development 
Association  taken  part  in  electii^neering  ? 

[No  Answer  was  rettimed:] ' 

*Mr.  CHARLES  CRAIG  (Antrim,  S.) : 
Have  the  officers  of  the  Department 
instructions  to  take  proceedings  in  con- 
nection with  frauds  in  regard  to  linen 
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sold  as  Irish  hand-loom  made  when  it  is 
machine  made  ? 

Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  asked  for  notice. 

Irish  Exports. 
Mr.  GWYNN  (Galway) :  I  beg  to'  ask 
the  Vice-President  of  the  Department 
of  Agriculture  (Ireland),  if  he  can  state 
the  annual  total  of  Ireland's  export  trade 
in  cattle,  bacon,  eggs,  poultry,  and  butter, 
respectively,  for  the  past  three  years. 

Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  :  The  Answer  to 
my  hon.  friend's  Question  involves  a 
tabular  statement  which  will  be  more 
readily  understood  if  published  in  the 
Votes  to-night,  which  I  propose  to  do. 

Oase  of  Minnie  Walsh. 
Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND  :  I  beg  to  ask 
Mr.  Attorney-General  for  Ireland  whether 
he  intends  to  issue  a  nolle  ^prosequi  in  the 
case  of  Minnie  Walsh. 

The  ATTORNEY-GENERAL  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Cherry,  Liverpool  Ex- 
change) :  Yes,  Sir. 

Firies  Outrage. 
Captain  CRAIG  (Down,  E.) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord- 
lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he  is 
aware  that  on  the  17th  instant  a  man 
named  Daniel  Moynihan,  when  driving  on 
an  outside  car  from  Killamey  towards 
lilies,  was  attacked  by  three  disguised 
men,  two  of  whom  were  armed,  and 
robbed  of  certain  paper3,  and  that  he  was 
threatened  not  to  show  himself  \i\  that 
neighbourhood  again  ;  what  arrests  have 
be^  made ;  and  what  sentences  have 
been  passed. 

Mr.  CHERRY  :  Daniel  MojTiihan  has 
given  information  to  the  police  to  the 
effect  stated  in  the  Question,  and  the 
local  police  are  now  engaged  in  investi- 
gating the  matter.  No  arrests  have  been 
made  up  to  the  present. 

Ballingar  Outrage. 
Captain  CRAIG:  I  be^r  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  whether  any  arrests  have  been 
made  in  connection  with  the  outrage 
committed   on    a   herd   named    Patrick 


Collins,  Ballingar,  Woodford,  County 
Galway,  on  8th  February  last,  when  he 
and  his  family  were  attacked  in  their 
house  by  armed  men  and  his  wife  shot  in 
the  face ;  and  is  Collins  employed  by  a 
Mr.  Lewis,  who  has  beeuk  severely  boy- 
cotted lately  by  the  United  Irish  League, 
which  is  making  a  fierce  effort  to  terrify 
his  employees  into  leaving  him. 

Mr.  cherry  :  No  arrests  have  been 
made  in  this  case.  Four  shots  were  fired 
at  the  house.  Two  of  them  struck  the 
outside  wall,  but  the  others  broke  the 
glass  in  a  window,  and  some  of  the 
pellets  struck  Mrs.  Collins  in  the  face  and 
neck.  I  am  glad  to  say  that  she  was  not 
seriously  injured.  Collins  is  in  the  em- 
ployment of  Mr.  Lewis,  who  is  boycotted. 

Woodford  Outrage. 
Captain  CRAIG :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  whether  ho'  is  aware  that 
John  Minogue,  whose  house  was  fired 
into  on  the  night  of  the  3rd  instant,  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Woodford,  in  the 
County  of  Galway,  had  previously  been 
intimidated  by  shouting,  groaning,  and 
the  blowing  of  horns,  because  he  was 
in  the  employment  of  Mr.  Lewis ;  that 
he  was  summoned  before  the  Abbey 
branch  of  the  United  Irish  League,  and 
was  allowed  one  month  to  clear  out  of 
his  then  occupation  ;  if  he  is  aware  that 
at  the  time  the  outrage  took  place 
Minogue  was  on  his  way  to  attend  a 
meeting  of  the  League  to  ask  permission 
to  keep  on  his  herding,  and  if  on  the  day 
following  the  outrage  Minogue  gave  up 
his  employment ;  that  the  house  of 
another  herd  on  the  Lewis  estate  within 
a  short  distance  of  Minogue's  was  fired 
into  about  six  weeks  before  and  his  wife 
injured ;  will  he  say  if  the  police  are 
now  aware  of  any  reason  for  the  firing 
into  Monogue's  house  ;  and  would  he 
lay  upon  the  Table  of  the  House  the  report 
of  the  local  police  upon  the  subject. 

Mr.  niERRY  :  The  police  authorities 
inform  me  that  Minoguo  has  never  com- 
plained of  having  been  shouted  or  groaned 
at.  He  states  that  he  was  summoned  before 
the  United  Irish  League,  and  that  he 
was  on  his  way  to  attend  a  meeting  of 
the  league  at  the  time  when  his  house 
was  fired  into.      No  meeting,  however, 
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was  held.  Minogue  was  a  herd  in  the 
employment  of  Mr.  Lewis,  and  he  gave 
up  his  employment  on  the  following 
day.  I  stated  in  reply  to  the  last  Ques- 
tion that  on  8th  February  the  house 
of  another  herd  named  Collins  was  fired 
into  and  his  wife  injured.  It  would 
be  quite  irregular  to  state  the  suspicions 
of  the  police  as  to  the  motives  for  offences. 
In  this  case,  I  am  informed,  there  is 
more  than  one  possible  motive.  The 
reply  to  the  concluding  inquiry  is  in  the 
negative. 

Mr.  T.  L.  CORBETT  :  Does  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  imply  that  this  man 
had  no  objection  to  his  house  being 
fired  into  ? 

Mr.  cherry  :  I  said  he  had  never 
complained  of  being  shouted  at  or  groaned 
at. 

Westmeath  Oattle  Drive. 
F  Captain  CRAIG :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  whether  he  is  aware  that  an 
extensive  cattle-drive  took  place  on  the 
17th  instant,  when  over  100  head  of 
cattle  and  sheep  were  removed  off  the 
lands  of  Lackan,  Fulmorth,  and  Soho, 
Multyfamham,  county  Westmeath  ; 
whether  the  police  have  assigned  any 
reason  for  the  outrage  ;  how  many  persons 
have  been  arrested  in  connection  with 
it ;  and  what  sentences  were  passed. 

Mr.  cherry  :  The  facts  are  sub- 
stantially as  stated.  I  cannot  state 
the  surmises  of  the  police  as  to  the  reason 
for  driving  off  the  cattle.  No  arrests 
have  been  made  in  the  case. 

Outrage  on  the  Butler  Estate. 
Captain  CRAIG :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord- Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  whether  he  can  give  the  House 
any  information  about  the  outrage  which 
was  committed  on  or  about  the  12th 
instant,  when  the  house  of  a  farmer 
named  Moroney  on  the  Butler  estate, 
County  Clare,  was  attacked  by  moon- 
lighters, and  a  regular  fusilade  of  guns 
and  revolver  shots  fired  through  the 
windows ;  can  he  stato  if  the  police 
have  made  any  arrests  ;  and,  if  so,  what 
sentences  have  been  passed  on  those 
moonlighters. 
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Mr.  T.  L.  CORBETT  :  I  suppose  we 
shall  get  the  same  reply. 

Mr.  cherry  :  On  the  evening  of 
28th  February  several  revolver  and 
gun  shots  were  fired  outside  the  house 
of  Michael  Moroney,  at  a  distance  of 
about  20  yards  from  the  house.  Three 
pellets  of  shot  entered  one  of  the  windows. 
The  offenders  were  not  secu,  and  the 
police  have  not  been  able  to  obtain 
evidence  of  their  identity.  No  arrests, 
therefore,  have  been  made.  [Ironical 
Opposition  cheers.]  It  seems  to  give 
hon.  Members  great  pleasure  that  no 
evidence  was  obtained  by  the  police. 

Derrsrmore  Outrage. 
Captain  CRAIG :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  whether  he  can  give  the  House 
any  information  about  the  outrage  which 
was  committed  on  the  12th  instant, 
when  the  house  of  a  farmer  named 
Murphy,  near  Derrymore,  County  Qaie, 
was  raided  by  a  party  of  moonlighters, 
who  fired  about  a  dozen  shots  from  guns 
and  revolvers ;  can  he  state  if  the  police 
have  made  any  arrests ;  and,  if  so,  what 
sentences  have  been  passed  on  the 
moonlighters. 

Mr.  cherry  :  On  the  evening  of 
3rd  March  seven  or  eight  revolver  and 
gun-shots  were  fired  into  and  about  the 
house  of  Patrick  Murphy,  breaking  the 
glass  in  the  kitchen  window,  but  doing 
no  other  damage.  It  is  stated  that  the 
occupants  saw  several  men  running 
away,  but  could  not  identify  them. 
No  arrests  have  been  made. 

Mr.  T.  L.  CORBETT  asked  the  right 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  when  the  last 
arrest  was  made  for  this  kind  of  offence. 

Mr.  cherry  :  I  really  could  not  say, 
but  if  the  hon.  Member  will  put  down  a 
Question  I  will  inquire. 

Warden  Estate  Evicted  Tenants. 
Mr.  BOLAND:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant 
of  Ireland,  whether  the  Estates  Com- 
missioners propose  to  acquire  under  the 
provisions  of  the  Evicted  Tenants  Act, 
the  six  evicted  untenanted  farms  on  the 
unsold   portion   of  the   Warden   estate, 
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near  Sneem,  County  Kerry,  seeing  that 
the  evicted  tenants  are  ready  to  occupy 
them. 

Mb.  CHEERY:  The  Estates  Com- 
missioners infonn  me  that  there  are 
only  three  evicted  tenants  from  the 
Wa^en  estate  for  whom  the  Commis- 
sioners intend  to  provide  holdings  if 
possible.  In  one  of  these  cases,  the 
evicted  farm  is  in  the  occupation  of 
another  tenant.  In  the  two  remaining 
cases  the  Commissioners  have  not  yet 
considered  the  question  of  compulsorily 
acqturing  the  holdings. 

Ventry  Estate. 
aiB.  THOMAS  O'DONNELL :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  when  the 
Congested  Districts  Board  will  be  pre- 
pared to  resume  the  negotiations  for 
the  purchase  of  the  Ventry  estate ;  and 
whether,  seeing  that  legal  proceedings 
are  pending  for  the  recovery  of  rent  and 
due  solely  to  the  refusal  of  the  Board  to 
complete  the  sale,  the  Board  will  direct 
its  inspector  to  visit  the  estate  at  once. 

Mb.  CHERRY :  In  the  present  state 
of  the  funds  of  the  Congested  Districts 
Board,  no  date  can  be  fixed  at  which 
negotiations  for  the  purchase  of  Lord 
Yentrj's  estate  can  be  resumed. 

Mb.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.) :  Did  not 
the  C!hief  Secretary  in  the  debate  promise 
the  purchase  shoidd  be  carried  out  ? 

Mb.  CHERRY  asked  for  notice. 

Gootehill  Labourers'  Cottages. 

Mb."  McKEAN  (Monaghan,  S.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord- 
lieutenant  of  Ireland,  whether  he  can 
state  on  what  evidence  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  inspector  who  recently  held 
an  inquiry  in  Cootehill  as  to  a  scheme 
for  providing  labourers'  cottages  in  the 
Cootehill  Rural  District  No.  2,  decided 
that  the  lands  of  Sydney  Jackson,  Esquire, 
were  demesne  lands,  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  at  the  aforesaid  inquiry  it  was 
proved  that  a  fair  rent  had  been  fixed 
on  the  said  lands;  and  whether,  under 
the  circumstances,  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  intend  to  take  any  steps  to 
provide  the  applicants  under  the  la])ourer3 
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scheme  with  sites  for  cottages  and  allot- 
ments of  land,  more  particularly  as  the 
houses  in  which  the  applicants  at  present 
live  have  been  condenmed  on  two  occa- 
sions by  the  medical  officer  of  the  district. 

Mr.  CHERRY:  The  application  for 
labourers'  cottages  on  Mr.  Jackson's 
lands  was  disallowed  by  the  inspector 
on  the  ground  that  the  lands  were 
demesne  lands.  The  lands  are  shown 
as  desmesne  on  the  ordnance  survey  maps, 
and  evidence  to  the  same  effect  was  given 
on  Mr.  Jackson's  behalf.  No  evidence  to 
the  contrary  was  given,  nor  was  any 
statement  made  that  a  fair  rent  had  been 
fixed  •  on  the  lands.  It  is  for  the  rural 
district  council  and  not  for  the  Local 
Government  Board  to  take  steps  to 
provide  the  applicants  with  cottages 
on  other  lands. 

Mr.  McKEAN  :  Will  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  inquire  further;  I  am  informed 
that  a  fair  rent  has  been  fixed  ? 

Mr.  cherry  :  I  do  not  think  that 
would  alter  the  decision  of  the  inspector. 
I  am  afraid  after  the  Report,  the  Govern- 
ment had  no  power  to  deal  otherwise 
with  the  matter. 

Mr.  McKEAN  :  Is  it  intended  to  take 
steps  to  provide  any  cottages  for  these 
labourers  ? 

Mr.  cherry  :  If  the  district  council 
neglect  their  duty  the  Local  Government 
Board  may  compel  them  to  do  it. 

Mr.  McKEAN:    Yes,  but 


*Mr.  SPEAKER :  The  hon.  Member 
had  better  resume  this  debate  another 
day. 

Galway  Outrage. 
Mr.  JOHN  ROCHE  (Galway,  E.) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he 
is  aware  that  at  the  late  assizes  held  at 
Galway  a  man  named  Michael  Mahon 
applied  for  compensation  for  the 
malicions  burning  of  his  House  ;  that 
Mahon  swore  that  a  threatening  notice 
was  posted  upon  his  door  a  few  nights 
befor-'  jip]»lication  was  heard  stating  that 
if  he  went  t-j   Galway  he  was  doomed, 
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and  also  having  a  picture  of  a  coffin  ] 
drawn  upon  it ;  whether  the  police  at  the  | 
trial  proved  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  j 
Judge  that  the  notice  was  written  by ! 
Mahon  ;  and  will  he  say  what  action  the 
Crown  intend  to  take  in  the  matter. 

Mr.  CHERRY:  The  facts  are  sub- 
Btantially  as  stated  in  the  Question,  but  I 
have  no  information  as  to  whether  the 
Judge  expressed  himself  as  being  satisfied 
that  the  threatening  notice  was  written 
by  Mahon  himself.  The  question  as  to 
what  action,  if  any,  should  be  taken  in 
the  matter  is  mider  consideration. 


Dublin  Port  Dues. 
Mr.  CLANCY  (Dublin  County,  N.) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
what  are  the  port  dues  now  charged  in 
Dublin  on  such  vessels  as  the  steamers  of 
the  London  and  North  Western  Railway 
Company ;  and  what  are  the  analogous 
dues  charged  on  vessels  moored  at  Carlisle 
Pier,  Kingstown. 

Mr.  RL^CIMAN:  I  am  informed 
that  the  port  dues  now  charged  in 
Dublin  on  the  steamers  of  the  London 
and  North-Western  Railway  Company 
are  at  the  rate  of  5Jd.  per  ton  on  one- 
half  the  gross  tonnage.  This  charge 
amounts  to  about  £2L  6s.  8d.  per  trip 
for  each  of  the  Company's  four  passenger 
steamers.  The  Company,  however,  con- 
tend, I  understand,  that  they  have  power 
to  compound  annually  for  these  charges 
by  the  payment  in  respect  of  each  ship 
of  a  lump  sum  equivalent  to  the  dues 
chargeable  upon  six  trips.  The  dues 
charged  for  the  mail  steamers  which  are 
the  only  steamers  now  using  Carlisle  Pier, 
Kingstown,  are  at  the  rate  of  5s.  per  trip, 
but  these  are  payable  throughout  the 
year. 

Mr.  CLANCY  :  Am  I  right  in  assum- 
ing that  the  charges  in  Dublin  for 
some  years  of  the  London  and  North 
Western  Railway  will  amount  to  about 
£5,000  a  year  and  that  by  going  to 
Kingstown  does  the  Government  propose 
to  permit  them  to  do  it  on  5s.  each  trip  ? 

Mr.  RUNCIMAN  :  I  have  no  means 
of  ascertaining  the  first  figure  quoted, 
and  I  shall  not  be  able  to  give  specific 


information  until  the  case  shortly  to  be 
tried  has  been  decided. 

Mr.  CLANCY  :  Is  not  the  case  which 
is  sub  judice  a  totally  different  matter 
and  dealing  with  the  question  whether 
the  company  of  steamers  have  a  right  to 
go  at  all  to  the  Carlisle  Pier  ?  This  being 
the  case,  is  not  the  Grovemment  actually 
paying  the  London  and  North  Western 
Railway  Company  some  £5,000  a  year 
for  the  benefit  of  the  English  and  S^cottish 
services  at  the  expense  of  the  Port  of 
Dublin. 

Mr.  RUNCIMAN :  I  think  the  hoiL 
Member  refers  to  an  entirely  difflerent 
case.  I  referred  to  a  case  likely  to  come 
on  shortly  between  the  London  and  North 
Western  Railway  Company  and  the 
Dublin  Port  and  Harbour  Board. 

Licensing  Oompensation. 
Mr.  MACKARNESS  :  I  b<^  to  ask 
Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  whether 
he  is  in  a  position  to  state  to  what  ex- 
tent the  amount  of  compensation  money 
payable  to  the  holders  of  licences  sup- 
pressed under  the  new  Licensing  Bill 
will  be  increased  as  compared  wifli  the 
amount  they  have  hitherto  received 
under  The  Licensing  Act,  1904. 

The  chancellor  of  the  EX- 
CHEQUER (Mr.  AsQUiTH,  Hfeshiie, 
E.)  :  Hitherto  the  licence-holder's  in- 
terest in  the  premises  has  not  been 
calculated  separately  in  arriving  »* 
the  total  compensation  money  payahle. 
When  the  value  of  the  licence  has  been 
arrived  at  as  provided  by  the  Act  of 
1904,  the  compensation  has  been  divided 
in  such  proportions  as  between  the  licence- 
holder  and  the  other  parties  interested 
as  the  Compensation  Authority  though* 
fit.  It  appears  that  in  1907  the  average 
payment  to  a  licence-holder  was  between 
£90  and  £100  out  of  an  average  payment 
from  the  Compensation  Funds  of  £921 
per  licence.  The  actual  payments  to 
the  licence-holders  varied  very  widely 
on  either  side  of  that  average.  Under 
the  Bill,  the  compensation  for  the 
licence-holder  is  to  be  calculated  sepa- 
rately from  the  compensation  for  the 
owners  of  the  licensed  premises,  and 
is  to  be  such  sum  as  the  Inland  Beveaue 
think  just  for  "  loss  of  buaineBa  having 
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regard  to  his  conduct  and  the  length 
of  time  during  which  he  has  been  the 
holder  of  the  licence."  It  is  impossible 
to  say  definitely  beforehand  what  sums 
will  in  any  given  case  or  even  on  the 
average  be  awarded,  though  they  may 
certainly  be  expected  to  be  considerably 
larger  than  the  payments  hitherto. 

Qovemment  Licensed  Property. 
♦Captain  FABER  (Hampshire,  And- 
over) :  I  beg  to  ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  whether,  under  the  new 
Licensing  Act,  it  is  intended  that  the 
(government  shall  make  provision  for 
the  extinction  at  the  end  of  the  time 
limit  of  any  licences  they  may  hold. 

Mr.  ASQUITH  :  I  am  not  aware  that 
the  Government  hold  any  licences,  though 
certain  Government  Departments  are 
no  doubt  in  possession  of  interests  in 
licensed  premises.  It  will  be  for  these 
Departments  to  consider  what  provision 
(if  any)  should  be  set  aside  against  de- 
preciation in  the  market  value  of  such 
I»operty  as  they  do  with  respect  to 
depreciation  in  other  property  for  the 
management  of  which  they  are  respon- 
sible. 

♦Captain  FABER  :  Would  there  have 
to  be  a  sinking  fund  in  the  case  of  pro- 
perty already  belonging  to  the  Depart- 
ment ? 


and  that  solicitors  there  pay  a  similar 

sum   on  their  admission,   but  that  the 

latter  branch  of  the  profession  are  called 

upon  annually  to  pay  a  further  sum  as 

licence  duty  to  enable  them  to  practice  ; 

whether  he  is  aware  that  advocates  have 

the  privilege  of  pleading  in  inferior  Courts 

while    solicitors    cannot    plead    in    the 

I  Supreme  Courts  ;  and  whether,  in  view 

I  of  the  fact  that  as  a  class  advocates  are 

,  better  able  to  pay  than  solicitors,  he  will 

I  equalise  the  payments  of  the  two  branches 

I  of  the  profession. 

Mr.  ASQUITH  :     It  is  the  fact  that. 

solicitors  are   required  to  take  out  an 

annual  certificate  to  practice,  and  that 

such    certificate    is    liable    to    a    stamp 

I  duty,  while  in  the  case  of  barristers  or 

'  advocates  no  such  annual  stamped  certi- 

1  ficate  is  necessary.     The  law  is  the  same 

,  in  this  respect  in  England,  Scotland  and 

I  Ireland.     The   duties   and   privileges   of 

the  two  branches  of  the  profession  are 

dissimilar,    and    there    seems    no    good 

reason  for  equalising  these  payments  by 

way  of  taxation. 


Mb.   ASQUITH: 
that  Question.* 


I    have   answered 


♦Captain  FABER:  If  the  houses 
already  belong  to  different  Depart- 
ments, how  can  there  be  a  sinking  fund  ? 

Mr.  ASQUITH  :  I  do  not  understand 
that  Question. 

♦Captain  FABER:  I  will  try  and 
explain 

♦Mr.  speaker  :  The  hon.  Member 
had  better  give  notice. 


RIGHTS  OF  PRIVATE  MEMBERS. 

,  Mr.  JESSE  COLLINGS  (Birmingham, 
Bordesley)  asked  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  whether  the  early  adjourn- 
ment on  the  preceding  night  was  not  an 
unprecedented  proceeding  and  an  in- 
fringement of  the  rights  of  private  Mem- 
bers, for  whom  Tuesday  and  Wednesday 
nights  were  specially  reserved. 

The  parliamentary  SECRE- 
TARY TO  THE  TREASURY  (Mr.  George 
Whiteley,  Yorkshire,  W.R.,  Pudsey) 
said  that  under  the  circumstances  it 
would  have  been  unfair  and  inconvenient 

I  to  Members  if  private  Members'  Bills  in 
which   they   were   interested   had   been 

'  taken  while  they  were  in  ignorance  of  the 
fact  that  these  particular  measures  were 
to  be  discussed.  Moreover,  he  thought 
the  adjournment  was  moved  with  the 
general  agreement  of  the  House. 


Scottish  Advocates.  Mr.  JESSE  COLLINGS  pointed  out 

Mb.  WATT  :    I  beg  to  ask  Mr.  Chan-  that   some   hours   before   eight    o'clock 

cdlor    of    the    Exchequer    whether    his  arrangements  were  made  to  discuss  the 

attention  has  been  drawn  to  the  facts  Small  Holdings  Bill,  and  several  Mem- 

that    advocates    in    Scotland    pay    £50  bers   remained   in   the   House   for   that 

stamp  duty  on  being  called  to  the  Bar,  purpose. 
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Mr.  GEORGE  WHITELEY  expressed 
regret  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's 
Bill  did  not  come  before  the  House,  but 
repeated  that  there  was  a  general  feeling 
that  the  House  should  adjourn. 

Mr.  JESSE  COLLINGS  :  May  I  ask 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  if  under 
the  circumstances  he  will  give  facilities 
for  this  Bill  ? 

Mr.  ASQUITH  :  I  am  afraid  I  could 
not  give  any  such  undertaking.  The 
adjournment  appears  to  have  been  as- 
sented to  without  a  division. 

Lord  R.  CECIL  (Marylebone,  E.)  : 
Did  not  this  difficulty  arise  from  the 
imfortunate  operation  of  the  rule  against 
anticipation,  and  will  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  give  an  opportunity  for  the 
discussion  of  the  Amendment  standing 
in  the  name  of  the  Prime  Minister. 

Mr.  ASQUITH  :  That  may  be  so,  and 
I  am  as  anxious  as  anybody  to  see  the 
new  Standing  Order  passed,  but  the  noble 
Lord  knows  on  what  condition  only  that 
can  be  done. 

Colonel  SEELY  (Liverpool,  Aber- 
cromby)  :  From  what  quarter  of  the 
House  does  the  opposition  to  it  emanate  ? 

Mr.  ASQUITH  :  That  will  be  seen  on 
reference  to  the  Order  Paper. 


.  BUSINESS  OF  THE  HOUSE. 
Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR  (City  of  London) 
asked  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
what  the  course  of  business  would  be 
next  week,  and  whether  he  could  give 
any  indication  of  the  time  when  the 
Second  Reading  of  the  Licensin<i;  Bill 
and  the  Miners  (Eight  Hours)  Bill  would 
be  taken. 

Mr.  ASQUITH:  Monday  is  already 
appropriated  to  the  Home  Rule  Motion. 
On  Tuesday  the  Chief  Secretary  for 
Ireland  will  introdiico  the  Irish  Univer- 
sity Bill.  On  Wednesday  tlie  first  order 
will  be  the  CV)niniitteo  sta^jje  of  the 
Prosecution  of  Orfcncos  (Amendment) 
Bill,  which  must  be  irot  throup:h  before 
Easter ;  and  the  next  order  will  be  the 
Second    Reading    of    the    Housing    Bill. 


I  cannot  j^t  say  what  Supply  will  be 
taken  on  Thursday.  The  Second  Reading 
of  the  Licensing  Bill  will  be  taken  on 
Monday  week,  6th  April.  I  am  unable 
to  make  any  statement  in  regard  to 
the  Miners  (Eight  Hours)  Bill. 

Mr.  STANLEY  WILSON:  The 
Licensing  Bill  had  better  be  dropped 
after  Peckham. 


SELECTION  (STANDING  COMMITTEES). 
Sir  William  Brampton  Gurdon  re- 
ported from  the  Committee  of  Selection  ; 
That  they  had  discharged  the  following 
Members  from  Standing  Committee  A 
(in  respect  of  the  Housing  of  the  Working 
Classes  (Ireland)  Bill) :  Mr.  Attorney- 
General,  Mr.  Secretary  Gladstone,  and 
Mr.  Herbert  Samuel ;  and  had  appobted 
in  substitution  (in  respect  of  the  Housing 
of  the  Working  Classes  (Ireland)  Bill) 
Mr.  Attomey-(3eneral  for  Ireland,  Bir. 
Solicitor-General  for  Ireland,  and  Mr. 
Birrell. 

Sir  William  Brampton  Gubdon  further 
reported  from  the  Committee :  That 
they  ha  J  added  to  Standing  Committee 
A  the  following  Fifteen  Members  (in 
respect  of  the  Housing  of  the  Working 
Classes  (Ireland)  Bill):  Mr.  Clancy, 
Mr.  William  O'Brien,  Mr.  Healy,  Mr. 
Nannetti,  Mr.  John  Redmond,  Mr. 
Hayden,  Mr.  Harrington,  Mr.  BWd, 
Mr.  William  Redmond,  Mr:  GloTer, 
Mr.  Summerbell,  Mr.  Campbell,  Mr- 
Guinness,  Mr.  Lonsdale,  and  Mr.  Bairie. 

Reports  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


MESSAGE  FROM  THE  LORDS. 
That    they    have    agreed     to :   CJon- 
solidated    Fmid    (No.    1)    Bill,    without 
Amendment. 


NEW  BILLS, 


HOUSING,  TOWN  PLANNING,  EXa, 
BILL. 

"  To  amend  the  Law  relating  to  the 
Housing  of  the  Working  Glasses,  to 
provide  for  the  making  of  Town  Planmng 
schemes,  and  to  make  further  proviaiim 
^dth   respect   to   the   appointment  and 
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duties  of  county  Medical  Officers  of 
Health,"  presented  by  Mr.  Bums ;  sup- 
ported by  Dr.  Macnamara ;  to  be  read 
a  second  time  upon  Wednesday  next, 
and  to  be  printed.    [Bill  178.] 

FRIENDLY  SOCIETIES  BILL. 
"  To    amend   The    Friendly   Societies 
Act,  1896,"  presented  by  Mr.  Runciman ; 
to  be  read  a  second  time  upon  Wednesday 
next,  and  to  be  printed.    [Bill  179.] 

LICENSING  (SCOTLAND)  AMENDMENT 
BILL. 

**  To  provide  for  the  later  opening 
in  the  morning  of  premises  licensed 
for  the  sale  of  excisable  liquors  in  Scot- 
land," presented  by  Mr.  Findlay ;  sup- 
ported by  Mr.  Cameron  Corbett,  Mr. 
Robert  Balfour,  Mr.  Cross,  Mr.  GuUand, 
Mr.  M'Callum,  Mr.  Sutherland,  and  Mr. 
WiUde ;  to  be  read  a  second  time  upon 
Wednesday,  8th  April,  and  to  be  printed. 
[BiU  180.] 


EDUCATION  (SCOTLAND.) 
The  SECRETARY  for  SCOTLAND 
(Mr.  Sinclair,  Forfarshire)  in  asking 
leave  to  introduce  a  Bill  to  amend  the 
laws  relating  to  education  in  Scotland, 
said  :  The  existing  system  of  education  in 
Scotland  has  been  regarded  with  general 
satisfaction,  but  even  the  most  perfect 
83r8tem  must  require,  as  time  goes  on, 
adjustment  to  new  needs  and  now  con- 
ditions. In  this  case  the  necessity  for 
these  adaptations  is  somewhat  urgent. 
During  the  last  eight  years,  five  Bills 
have  been  introduced  by  successive 
Governments  to  meet  the  requirements 
of  Scottish  education — four  Bills  in  the 
Commons  and  one  in  the  Lords.  Every 
one  of  these  Bills  has  failed  to  become 
law,  the  last  of  them  being  the  Bill  of 
last  year,  of  which  the  present  Bill  is  a 
development.  It  may  be  said  therefore 
that  the  object  of  the  Bill  as  a  whole, 
is  not  to  recast  the  system  of  education 
but  to  supplement  it.  In  the  first  place, 
it  will  not  disturb  the  existing  areas. 
We  leave  the  parish  school  boards  with 
their  present  powers,  and  we  leave 
the  existing  secondary  education  com- 
mittees, which  are  to  be  found  in  every 
county  and  in  some  lar<je  boroughs, 
with  their  powers  as  at  present.  The 
Act   of  1872  and  subsequent  legislation 


placed  no  limit  on  the  powers  of  school 
boards  in  Scotland  in  regard  to  the 
provision  of  education,  and  when  I 
say  education  that  includes  secondary 
education  as  well  as  what  is  known  in 
England  as  elementary  education.  This 
Bill  in  no  sense  curtails  or  abridges  the 
full  powers  in  this  respect  which  the 
school  boards  in  Scotland  possess  at 
present.  Nothing  is  taken  away  from 
them,  and  in  the  fututre,  as  in  the 
past,  the  system  will  rest  upon  what  has 
been  proved  to  be  a  secure  foundation. 
Time,  however,  has  shown  the  necessity 
for  organising  and  strengthening  the 
present  provision  for  secondary  edu- 
cation, and  for  this  we  now  provide.  As 
the  House  is  aware,  money  is  actually 
voted  every  year  for  the  purpose  of  Scot- 
tish education  under  the  Code.  These 
grants  are  paid  direct  to  the  school 
boards,  and  they  will  continue  to  be 
so  paid  and  they  are  not  touched  by 
the  proposals  in  this  Bill.  The  first  step 
which  this  Bill  takes  towards  more 
adequate  provision  for  secondary 
education  is  to  establish  an  Education 
(Scotland)  Fund,  into  which  in  future 
will  be  paid  all  local  taxation  monies 
now  intercepted  and  applied  for  the 
purposes  of  education  in  Scotland.  This 
fund  will  therefore  contain  £60,000 
available  for  secondary  education  under 
the  Act  of  1892,  the  residue  grant  of  1890, 
the  agricultural  rating  relief  grant  of 
1897,  two  sums  set  aside  under  the  Act 
of  1892,  and  lastly  the  general  aid  grant, 
which  was  given  to  Scotland  as  an  equiva- 
lent in  respect  of  the  English  Education 
Act  of  1902.  These  monies  w^ill  in  future 
be  pooled  together  in  the  Education 
(Scotland)  Fund,  which,  though  varying 
slightly  from  time  to  time,  will  amount 
to  something  like  £350,000  per  annum. 
As  to  the  application  of  this  fund,  in  the 
first  place  it  will  meet  certain  general 
charges  —  certain  prior  charges  —  of  a 
national  character,  Avhich  cannot  properly 
be  made  in  any  locality,  viz.,  claims  from 
universities  and  central  institutions  such 
as  technical  colleges,  agricultural  colleges, 
and  the  like.  These  prior  claims  having 
been  discharged  the  remaining  sum 
will  be  distributed,  according  to  their 
share,  to  the  secondary  education  author- 
ities. In  this  distribution  a  new  prin- 
ciple will  be  applied.  The  existing 
principle  of  distribution,  which  is  simply 
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on  the  basis  of  population,  obviously 
does  not  do  justice  to  the  poorer  local- 
ities. A  new  principle  of  distribution 
is  therefore  proposed — population  quali- 
fied by  two  other  considerations, 
viz.,  by  the  cost  of  education  in  each 
district  and  by  the  assessable  revenue  in 
each  district  calculated  per  head  of  the 
population.  The  secondary  education 
committees,  being  thus  placed  in  pos- 
session of  their  resources,  have  in  their 
turn  to  meet  certain  general  charges  of 
a  local  character,  charges  which  are 
general  to  their  district — the  provision 
of  other  kinds  of  education — ^which 
cannot  properly  be  within  the  compass 
of  the  secondary  school  boards.  Again, 
these  prior  charges  having  been  met, 
the  balance  remaining  will  be  distributed 
to  school  boards  and  to  managers  of 
voluntary  schools  on  the  same  principle 
which  I  have  described,  which  will  in 
this  case  be  applied  to  the  parishes. 
By  the  establishment  of  the  application 
of  this  new  principle  the  House  will  see 
that  this  scheme  regards  the  system  as 
a  whole.  The  ratepayers  and  the  parish 
school  boards  will  continue  to  be  as 
they  have  been  the  foundation  of  the 
system,  and  they  will  be,  as  they  have 
been,  the  custodians  of  education  within 
their  district,  but  in  future,  to  a  greater 
degree  than  in  the  past,  what  is  spent 
on  secondary  education  and  what  is  spent 
on  higher  education  will  be  a  matter  of 
direct  concern,  or  at  any  rate  of  real 
concern,  to  every  ratepayer  in  every 
school  board  district.  There  have  been 
criticisms  from  two  different  sources 
on  the  existing  areas,  and  they  have 
contributed  to  the  opinion  which 
was  held  by  some  in  favour  of  an 
alteration  of  the  areas.  This  Bill  en- 
deavours to  meet  those  criticisms.  In 
the  first  place  it  is  said  that  school 
boards  which  maintain  secondary  schools 
of  which  advantage  is  taken  by  people 
residing  in  neighbouring  districts  are 
unfairly  treated  by  the  present  system. 
School  board  centres  like  Perth,  or 
Galashiels,  or  Montrose,  for  instance, 
have  gone  in  at  great  expense  for  the 
establishment  of  secondary  schools. 
Other  districts  send  pupils  to  such 
schools,  and  it  is  urged  that  it  would  be 
only  fair  that  these  districts  should 
€ontri])ute  in  a  larger  share  than  they 
Mr.  Sinclair. 


can  at  present  to  the  expense  of  estab- 
lishing or  of  maintaining  such  instita- 
tions.    The   grievance  lies   in    the  fact 
that  towards  the  expenditure  of  such  a 
school  board  in  this  respect,  no  adequate 
provision  is  made  by  the  neighbouring 
districts.     This  Bill  provides  that  such 
contribution   shall   be   made,    and  any 
school  board  which  provides  secondary 
education  will  receive  from  the  Secondary 
Education  Committee  payment  charged 
upon  the  rates  in  respect  of  children 
coming  from  the  districts  of  other  school 
boards   who   receive   education  at  this 
centre.     There  is  one  further  provision 
on  this  point — that  a  school  board  pro- 
viding secondary  education  for  children 
other  than  its  own  shall  receive  half  of  the 
excess  of  the  cost  to  the  rates  of  such 
provision    over    a     certain    fixed   rate. 
These  provisions,  it  is  hoped,    will  act 
as  additional  make-weights  in  the  in 
terests  of  justice  in  this  matter,  and  so 
far  as  the  school  authorities  are  con- 
cerned, I  believe  the  difficulty  is  met 
Another  source  of  criticism  of  existing 
areas  lies  in  the  position  of  the  teachers. 
For  the  reason  I  mentioned  last  year 
provisions  similar  to  those  in  the  Bill 
of  last  year,  in  regard  to  teachers,  aie 
to    be    found    in    this    Bill — provisions 
namely,  restoring  the  school  boards^  dis- 
cretion in  giving  allowances  to  teachers  in 
cases  of  disablement  and  of  retirement 
Further,  let  me  mention  that  the  practice 
has  grown  up  in  localities  in  Scotland 
in   cases  of  a   threatened  dismissal  of 
teachers   of   invoking   the   intervention 
of  the  Scottish  Education  Department 
Persons  on  their  own  initiative  through 
a  Member  of  Parliament  have  by  petition 
approached  the  Department.  The  Depart- 
ment in  such  cases  has  repeatedly  re- 
fused to  intervene.     On  the  other  hand, 
it  has  in    some  cases  intervened,  and 
by  persuasion  and  correspondence,  and 
sometimes  by  the  employment  of  one 
of  its  own  officers  as  a  mediator  in  the 
matter,  has  succeeded  in  adjusting  such 
disputes.     A   provision   is   contained  in 
this    Bill    regularising    this    procedure, 
and  in  the  event  of  a  petition  being  pre- 
sented to  the  Department  by  not  less 
than    thirty    parents    or    guardians   of 
children   in    attendance   at   the   school, 
or  by  one-half  of  the  parents  or  guardians, 
whichever  number  is  the  smaller,  praying 
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proposed  dismissal  of  the  teacher,  the 
Department  may  make  such  inquiry. 
Pending  such  inquiry,  the  dismissal  of 
the  teacher  is  not  to  take  effect,  nor 
is  it  to  take  effect  without  the  consent 
of  the  Department.  This  provision, 
of  course,  in  no  way  affects  the  power  of 
the  school  board  summarily  to  suspend 
any  teacher  in  its  emplo3rment  from  the 
the  execution  of  his  duties.  The  Bill 
also  contains  additional  provision  for 
the  continuation  of  education  beyond 
the  school  age  of  fourteen.  It  lays 
upon  the  school  boards  the  duty  of  making 
provision  for  continuation  classes,  and 
gives  them  power  to  make  bye-laws 
requiring  the  attendance  of  young  persons 
under  the  age  of  seventeen  at  these 
classes.  In  other  directions  it  gives 
increased  powers  to  school  boards,  powers 
in  regard  to  medical  inspection,  which 
the  House  will  recollect  were  given  to 
English  school  authorities  by  legislation 
last  year.  Neglect  to  feed  or  clothe 
or  keep  clean  a  child  is  made  an  offence 
by  the  Bill  under  the  Prevention  of 
Cruelty  to  Children  Act,  and  with  regard 
to  the  feeding  of  school  children  the 
Bill  puts  the  responsibility  in  the  first 
place  upon  the  parent.  If  the  parent 
or  guardian  is  found  to  be  at  fault, 
he  is  liable  to  punishment.  If  not  at 
fault  the  duty  of  making  provision  for 
the  child  is  laid,  not  upon  the  parish 
council  as  in  last  year's  Bill,  but  upon 
the  school  board,  and  upon  the  school 
board  is  laid  the  responsibility  of  making 
such  temporary  provision  as  is  necessary 
during  the  inquiry.  The  cumulative 
vote  is  abolished,  and  the  school  board 
franchise'  is  assimilated  to  the  Parlia- 
mentary franchise.     These  are  the  main 


provisions  of  the  Bill,  which  I  may 
observe,  is  essentially  a  Committee  Bill. 
It  disturbs  nothing,  it  destroys  nothing, 
but  it  builds  round  the  existing  system 
in  Scotland,  which  it  aims  at  strengthen- 
ing, and  I  trust  it  will  be  so  regarded  in 
all  quarters  of  the  House. 

Motion  made,  and  Question,  "  That 
leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  amend 
the  Laws  relating  to  Education  in  Scot- 
land; and  for  other  purposes  connected 
therewith,"  put,  and  agreed  to.  Bill 
ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Sinclair, 
the  Lord  Advocate  and  Mr.  Solicitor- 
General  for  Scotland. 

Education  (Scotland)  Bill,  "To  amend 
the  Laws  relating  to  Education  in  Scot- 
land ;  and  for  other  purposes  connected 
therewith,"  presented  accordingly,  and 
read  the  first  time  ;  to  be  read  a  second 
time  upon  Monday  next,  and  to  be 
printed.     [Bill  181.] 


BUSINESS  OF  THE  HOUSE  (SUPPLY). 
Ordered,  *'  That  the  proceedings  on  the 
Resolution  relating  to  Prosecution  of 
Offences  (Amendment)  [Expenses]  have 
precedence  this  day  of  the  Business  of 
Supply." — (Mr,  Asquith.) 

Motion  made,  and  Question  put,  *'  That 
the  Proceedings  on  the  Business  of 
Supply,  if  under  discussion  at  Eleven 
o'clock  this  night,  be  not  interrupted 
under  the  StandEing  Order  (Sittings  of  the 
House)." — {Mr.  Asquith) 

The  House  divided  : — Ayes,  281 ;  Noes, 
62.     (Division  List  No.  51.)- 


Abraham,  William  (Cork.  N.E.) 
Abraham,  William  (Rbondda) 
Aoland,  Francis  Dyko 
Ainsworth,  John  Stirling 
Allen,  A.  Acland  (Cliristchurch) 
Allen,  Charles  P.  (Stroud) 
Ambrose,  Robert  , 
Asquith,Rt.Hn,'flerbert  Henry 
Astbury,  John  Ucir 
Atherley-Jones,  L. 
Baker,  Joseph  A.  (Finsbury,  E. 
Baring,  Godfrey  (Isle  of  Wight) 
Barker,  John 

Barlow,  Sir  John  E.  (Somerset) 
Bamard,  E.B. 


AYES. 

Barnes,  G.  N. 

Barry,  E.  (Cork,  S.) 

Boauchamp,  E. 

Bollairs,  Carlyon 

Benn,W.(T'w'r  Hamlets,S.C;eo. 

Bethel],  T.  R.  (Essex,  Maldon) 

Birrell,  Rt.  Hon.  Augustine 

Black,  Arthur  W. 

Boland,  John 

Bottomley,  Horatio 

Boulton,  A.  C.  F. 

Bo  we  rm  an,  C.  W. 

Brace,  William 

Bramsdon,  T.  A. 

Bryce,  J.  Annan 


Bu(;hanan,  Thomas  Rybum 
Burke,  E.  Haviland- 
Burns,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Burt,  Rt.  Hon.  Thomas 
Buxton,Rt.  Hn.  Sydney  Charles 
Byles,  William  Pollard 
Carr-CJomm,  H.  W. 
Causton,Kt  Hn.RichardKnight 
Cawley,  Sir  Frederick 
Chance,  Frederick  William 
Cherry,  Rt.  Hon.  R.  R. 
Churchill,  Rt.  Hon.  Winston  S 
Clancv,  John  Joseph 
Clynes,  J.  R. 
Cobbold,  Felix  Thoniley 
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Collins,  Stephen  (Lambeth) 

Compton-Rickett,  Sir  J. 

Condon,  Thomas  Joseph 

Cooper,  G.  J. 

Corbett,C  H  (Sii8sex,E.Grin8t'd 

Cotton,  Sir  H.  J.  S. 

Cowan,  W.  H. 

Craig,  Herbert  J.  (Tjmemouth) 

Crean,  Eugene 

Cullinan,  J. 

Curran,  Peter  Francis 

Dalziel,  James  Henry 

Davie8,M.Vaughan-  (Cardigan) 

Delany,  William 

Devlin,  Joseph 

Dewar,  Arthur  (Edinburgh,  S.) 

Dickinson, W.H.  (St.  Pancras,N 

Dilke,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Charles 

Dillon,  John 

Donelan,  Captain  A. 

Duckworth,  James 

Edwards,  Clement  (Denbigh) 

Edifards,  Sir  Francis  (Radnor) 

Elibank,  Mast^^r  of 

Erskine,  David  C. 

Esmonde,  Sir  Thomas 

Essex,  R.  W. 

Esslemont,  George  Bimie 

Evans,  Sir  Samuel  T. 

Everett,  R.  I^acey 

Fenwick,  Charles 

Ferens,  T.  R. 

Ferguson,  R.  C.  Munro 

Ffrench,  Peter 

Findlay.  Alexander 

Flynn,  James'  Christopher 

Foster,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Walter 

Freeman-Thomas,  Freeman 

Fumess,  Sir  Christopher 

Gill,  James  (Harrow) 

Gladstone,  Rt.  Hn.  Herbert  John 

Glen-Coats, Sir  T.  (Renfrew, W.) 

Glendinning,  R.  G. 

Grant,  Corrie 

Grayson,  Albert  Victor 

Greenwood,  G.  (Peterborough) 

Gulland,  John  W. 

Gwynn,  Stephen  Lucius 

Haldane,  Rt.  Hon.  Richard  B. 

Hall,  Frederick 

Hal  pin,  J. 

Harcourt,  Rt.  Hon.  Lewis 

Hardy,  George  A.  (Suffolk) 

Hart-Davies,  T. 

Harvey,  A.  G.  C.  (Rochdale) 

Harvey, W.E.  (Derbyshire,N.E. 

Haworth,  Arthur  A. 

Hayden,  John  Patrick 

Hazel,  Dr.  A.  E. 

Hazleton,  Richard 

Hoaly,  Timothy  Michael 

Helme,  Norval  Watson 

Henry,  Charles  S. 

Herbert  T.  Arnold  (Wycombe) 

Higham,  John  Sharp 

Hobart,  Sir  Robert 

Hodge,  John 

Hogan,  ^lichael 

Hooper,  A.  G. 

Horridgo,  Thomas  Gardner 

Hudson,  Walter 

Hyde,  Clarendon 
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Idris,  T.  H.  W. 

Illingworth,  Percy  H. 

Jackson,  R.  S. 

Jacoby,  Sir  James  Alfred 

Jardine,  Sir  J. 

Jenkins,  J. 

Johnson,  W.  (Nuneaton) 

Jones,Sir  D.  Brynmor(Swan8ea 

Jones,  William  (Carnarvonshire 

Jowett,  F.  W. 

Joyce,  Michael 

Kearley,  Hudson  E. 

Kekewich,  Sir  George 

Kennedy,  Vincent  Paul 

Kettle,  Th'^imas  Michael 

Kilbride,  Denis 

King,  Alfred  John  (Knutsford 

Laidlaw,  Robert 

Lamb,  Edmund  G.  (Leominster 

Lambert,  George 

Lamont,  Norman 

Lardner,  James  Carrige  Rushe 

Law,  Hugh  A.  (Donegal,  W.) 

Layland-Barratt,  Francis 

Lea,Hugh  Cecil  (St.  Pancras,E 

Lehmann,  R.  C. 

Lever,A.  Levy  (Essex,  Harwich 

Levy,  Sir  Maurice 

Lewis,  John  Herbert 

Lough,  Thomas 

Lundon,  W. 

Lupton.  Arnold 

Lyell,  Charles  Henry 

Macdonald,  J.  R.  (Leicester) 

Macdonald,J.M.  (Falkirk  B'ghs 

Mackamess,  Frederic  C. 

Macnamara,  Dr.  Thomas  J. 

Macpherson,  J.  T. 

Mac Veagh,  Jeremiah  (Down,S. 

MacVeigh,Charles  (Donegal,E) 

M*Callum,  John  M. 

M*Crae,  George 

M*Kean,  John 

M'Kenna,  Rt.  Hon.  Reginald 

M'Killop,  W. 

M'Laren,  Sir  C.  B.  (Leicester) 

McLaren,  H.  D.  (Stafford,  W.) 

M'Micking,  Major  G. 

Maddison,  Frederick 

Mallet,  Charles  E. 

Markham,  Arthur  Basil 

Marnham,  F.  J. 

Mason,  A.  E.  W.  (Coventry) 

Masflie,  J. 

Masterman,  C.  F.  G. 

Meagher,  Michael 

Meehan,  Francis  E.  (I^itrim,N. 

Meehan,  Patrick  A.(Qucen's  Co 

^fenzies,  Walter 

Micklem,  Nathaniel 

Montagu,  E.  S. 

Mooney,  J.  J. 

Morgan,  G.  Hay  (Cornwall) 

Murnaghan,  George 

.\rurphy,  John  (Kerry,  East) 

Murray,  James 

Myer,  Horatio 
Naunetti,  Joseph  P. 

Napier,  T.  B. 

Nicholls,  George 

Nolan,  Joscfjli 

Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  William 
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Nussey,  Thomas  Willans 
Nuttall,  Hariy 
0*Brien,Kendal(Tipperary  Mid 
O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 
O'Connor,  John  (Kildare,  N.) 
O'Doherty,  Philip 
O'Dowd,  John 

0'Kelly,James  (Ro6€Oznmon,X 
O'Malley,  WiUiam 
O'Shaughnessy,  P.  J. 
Parker,  James  (Halifax) 
Partington,  Oswald 
Pearce,  Robert  (Staffs,  Leek) 
Pearce,  William  (Limehoose) 
Pickersgill,  Edward  Hare 
Pirie,  Duncan  V. 
Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
Price,  C.  E.  (Edinb'gh,  Central) 
Priestley,  Ait^ur  (Grantham) 
Priestley,  W.E.B.  (Bradford.  E. 
Pullar,  Sir  Robert 
Raphael,  Herbert  H. 
Rea,  Walter  Russell  (Scarboro' 
Redmond,  John  E.  (Waterford) 
Redmond,  William  (Glare) 
Rees,  J.  D. 
Ridsdale,  £.  A. 
Roberts,  G.  H.  (Norwich) 
Robertson,  Rt.  Hn.  £.  (Dundee 
Robertson,Sir  G  Scott(Bradf 'id 

Robertson,  J.  M.  (T^eside) 

Robson,  Sir  William  Snowdon 

Roche,  Augustine  (Cork) 

Roche,  John  (Galway,  East) 

Roe,  Sir  Thomas 

Rogers,  F.  E.  Newman 

Rowlands,  J. 

Runciman,  Walter 

Russell,  T.  W. 

Samuel,  Herbert  L.  (CleTeland) 

Scarisbrick,  T.  T.  lu 

Scott,A.H.  ( Ash  ton  under  Lyne 

Sears,  J.  £. 

Seely,  CoUnel 

Shaw,  Charles  Edw.  (Stafford) 

Shaw,  Rt.  Hon.  T.  (Hawick  B.) 

Sheehan,  Daniel  Daniel 

Sheehy,  David 

Shipman,  Dr.  John  G. 

Silcock,  Thomas  Ball 

Sinclair,  Rt.  Hon.  John 

Smeaton,  Donald  Mackenzie 

Smyth,  Thomas  F.  (Leitrim,  S.) 

Stanley,Hn.A.  Lyulph  (Chesh.) 

Stewart,  Halley  (Greenock) 

Straus,  B.  a  (Mile  End) 

Strauss,  E.  A.  (Abingdcm) 

Summerbell,  T. 

Tennant,  H.  J.  (Berwickshire) 

Thomasson,  Franklin  v 

Thompson,  J.  W.H.  (Somerset,£ 

Torrance,  Sir  A.  M. 

Toulmin,  George 

Vemey,  F.  W. 

Villiers,  Ernest  Amherst 

Vivian,  Henry 

Wadsworth,  J. 

Walsh,  Stephen 

Walters,  John  Tador 

Walton,  Joseph 

Ward,  John  (Stoke  upon  Trent 

Wardle,  George  J. 
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Waring,  Walter 
Warner,  Thomas  Courtenay  T. 
Wa8on,JohnCathcart  (Orkney) 
Watt,  Henry  A. 
Wedgwood,  Josiah  C. 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
Whitbread,  Howard 
White,  Luke  (York,  E.  R.) 


White,  Patrick  (Meath,  North) 
Whitehead,  Rowland 
Whitley,  John  Henry  (Halifax) 
Wiles,  Thomas 
Williams,  J.  (Glamorgan) 
Williams,  Osmond  (Merioneth) 
Williamson,  A. 
Wilson,  Hon.  G.  G.  (Hull,  W.) 


Wilson,  J.  W.  (Woreestersh.N.) 
Wilson,  P.  W.  (St.  Pancras,  S.) 
Winfrey.  R. 
Wood,T.  M'Kinnon 

Tellers  for  the  Ayes — Mr. 
Whiteley  and  Mr.  J.  A. 
Pease. 


Anson,  Sir  William  Rejrnell 
Anatnither-Gray,  Major 
Amoki-For8ter,Rt.Hn.  Hugh  0 
Aahley.  W.  W. 
Balcarres,  Lord 
Banbury,  Sir  Frederick  George 
Banner,  John  S.  Harmood- 
Baring,Capt.Hn.G  (Winchester 
Barrie,  H.  T.  (Londonderry,  N. 
Beckett,  Hon.  Gervase 
Bignokl,  Sir  Arthur 
Brotherton,  Edward  Allen 
Carlile,  E.  Hildred 
Caatlereagh,  Viscount 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Aston  Manor) 
Cecil,  Lord  R.  (Marylebone,  £.) 
Chamberlain,Rt.Hn  J  A.(Worc 
Coatee,  E.  Feetham  (Lewisham 
Cochrane,  Hon.  Thos.  H.  A.  E. 
Colling8,Rt.Hn.J.  (Birmingham 
Corbett,  T.  L.  (Down,  North) 
Courthope,  G.  Loyd 


NOES. 

Craig,Charle8  Curtis  (Antrim,S 

Craig, Captain  Jame8(Down,E.) 

Craik,  Sir  Henry 

Cross,  Alexander 

Doughty,  Sir  George 

Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 

Du  Cros,  Arthur  Philip 

Duncan,  Robert  ( Lanark,  (3rOvan 

Faldell,SirT.  George 

Fell,  Arthur 

Forster,  Henry  William 

Gardner,  Ernest 

Gibbs,  G.  A.  (Bristol,  West) 

Glover,  Thomas 

Goulding,  Edward  Alfred 

Harrison- Broad  ley,  H.  B. 

Hay,  Hon.  Claude  George 

Helmsley,  Viscount 

Kimber,  Sir  Henry 

Lambton,  Hon.  Frederick  Win. 

Lockwood,Rt.Hn.  Lt.-CoI.A.R. 

Lonsdale,  John  Brownlee 


Lyttelton,  Rt.  Hon.  Alfred 
Mason,  James  F.  (Windsor) 
Morpeth,  Viscount 
Pease,  Herbert  Pike( Darlington 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Ratcliff,  Major  R.  F. 
Remnant,  James  Farquharson 
Ronaldshay,  Earl  of 
Sassoon,  Sir  Edward  Albert 
Sloan,  Thomas  Henry 
Starkey,  John  R. 
Stone,  Sir  Benjamin 
Talbot,  Lord  E.  (Chichester) 
Talbot,Rt.Hn. J.G.  (Oxf'd  Univ 
Thomson, W.Mitchell-  (Lanark 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Wilson.A.  Stanley  (York,  E.R  ) 
Wilson,  W.  T.  (Westhoughton) 

Tellers  for  the  Noes — Sir 
Alexander  Acland-Hood  and 
Viscount  Valentia. 


PROSECL'TION      OF      OFFENCES 
(AMENDMENT)  [EXPENSES]. 

Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

[Mr.  Emmott  (Oldham)  in  the  chair.] 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
**  That   it  is  expedient  to  authorise  the 

Styment  out  of  moneys  provided  by 
filament  of  the  salaries  and  remunora- 
tion  of  the  Director  of  Public  Prosecutions 
and  assistant  directors  appointed  under 
any  Act  of  the  present  session  to  amend 
the  Prosecution  of  Offences  Acts,  1879 
and  1884,  and  of  the  Expenses  incurred 
in  pursuance  of  such  Act." — {Mr.  Attornei/' 
General.) 

Sir  F.  BANBURY  (City  of  London) 
moved  to  add  at  the  end  of  the  Resolution 
the  words  "such  salaries  not  to  exceed 
£4,000  in  all."  He  said  that  he  was  going 
to  advance  arguments  which  he  was 
sure  would  appeal  to  right  hon.  and  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite.  It  was  extremely 
difficult  to  discuss  the*  Resolution  when 
its  terms  were  not  on  the  Paper,  and 
when  probably  only  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member    in   charge   of    the  Resolution 


and  himself  had  seen  them.  He 
thought  everyone  would  admit  that  it 
was  very  inconvenient  that  such  a 
Motion  involving  the  expenditure  of 
money  should  not  be  placed  upon  the 
Paper.  That  was  no  new  thing,  as  the 
House  had  for  some  years  objected  to 
that  form  of  procedure.  In  1904  the  hon. 
Member  for  Halifax,  who  now  adorned  the 
front  bench,  said  that  an  •  Agenda 
Paper  was  of  no  value  unless  it  contained 
the  business  that  was  going  to  be  done, 
and  in  that  view  he  was  backed  up  by  the 
Postmaster-General  who  spoke  of  the  in- 
advisabiUty  of  not  allowing  the  House  to 
know  the  terms  of  the  Motion.  It  had 
been  the  custom  of  the  House  to  bring 
forward  Motions  in  this  way,  but  he 
thought  that  when  "  the  gilded  duffers"  as 
they  were  called  by  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade,  were  done  away  with, 
and  the  Party  of  all  the  talents  and 
capabilities  were  put  in  their  place,  the 
first  thing  they  would  do  would  be  to  allow 
the  House  to  know  what  was  to  be  dis- 
cussed. He  was  surprised  to  find  that 
that  had  not  been  done  in  this  case.  Last 
year  they  pointed  out  the  inconvenience 
of  voting  money  in  this  way,  and  they 
asked  the  Government  to  be  consistent 
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with  the  statements  and  the  speeches 
they  made  in  1904  and  again  in  1905, 
but  it  appeared  that  they  had  spoken 
in  vain.  Nothing  had  been  done  in 
that  direction,  and  they  were  once 
more  confronted  with  a  Motion  the 
terms  of  which  were  not  on  the  Paper. 
On  the  Second  Reading  of  the  Bill  he 
asked  a  question  about  the  expenses,  and 
he  was  told  that  the  proper  place  to  dis- 
cuss them  was  in  Committee  on  the 
Eesolution,  and  consequently  he  re- 
served his  remarks  until  the  present 
occasion.  The  terms  of  the  Motion  not 
only  included  the  money  to  be  voted  for 
the  payment  of  the  salaries  of  the 
director  and  assistant  directors,  but  also 
the  expenses  to  be  incurred  by  the  new 
Department.  He  did  not  wish  to  put 
a  limit  to  the  expenses  of  the  new  De- 
partment, because  he  knew  it  would  be 
impossible  to  estimate  exactly  what 
those  expenses  would  be.  The  lion,  and 
learned  Gentleman  thought  they  would 
be  large  and  that  the  department 
would  transact  a  considerable  amount 
of  business.  It  was  no  use  when 
setting  up  a  new  department  to 
prevent  it  doing  the  work  which  it  was 
set  up  to  perform,  and  he  recognised  that 
it  would  be  quite  impossible  for  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  to  say  exactly 
what  the  expenses  would  be.  Conse- 
quently he  had  not  alluded  to  those  ex- 
penses in  his  Amendment.  All  he  pro- 
posed was  to  limit  the  salaries.  He  had 
not  limited  the  salary  of  the  director 
himself,  but  what  he  had  done  was  to  put 
down  a  lump  sum  which  could  be  applied 
to  the  salary  of  the  Director  of  Prosecu- 
tions and  to  the  salaries  of  the  assistant 
directors.  The  sum  he  had  put  down 
was  £4,000,  and  he  did  not  think  that  was 
too  small  a  sum.  It  would  not  be  well 
in  the  initial  stages  to  overload  the  De- 
partment with  a  number  of  fixed  head 
officials  whom  it  would  be  difficult  to  get 
rid  of  if  it  was  found  that  the  expectations 
of  the  two  hon.  and  learned  Gentlemen 
opposite  were  not  realised,  and  if  the 
business  turned  out  not  so  heavy  and 
excessive  as  was  anticipated.  If  it  was 
found  necessary  to  appoint  more  assistant 
directors  than  the  amount  he  had  put 
down  would  permit,  surely  it  would  not 
bo  necessary  to  appoint  them  until  next 
year.  The  new  Department  would  not 
have  any  work  to  do  until  next  month. 

Sir  F,  Banlmry. 


and  it  would  always  be  within  the  power 
of  the  Government  to  provide  for  an 
additional  sum  upon  the  Vote.  He 
wished  to  point  out  to  the  Qovemment 
that  the  Amendment,  which  had  for  its 
object  to  fix  the  sum  voted,  was  identical 
with  an  Amendment  moved  on  8th 
Jime,  1904,  supported  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  Halifax,  the  Postmaster- 
General,  the  President  of  the  Board 
of  Trade,  and  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Education.  The  majoritv  of 
those  he  had  referred  to  had  since 
been  rewarded  by  being  pkced  upon 
the  Treasury  Bench ;  he  did  not 
know  whether  that  reward  was  in 
consequence  of  the  action  they  took 
upon  the  date  he  had  quoted.  He 
specially  appealed  to  the  right  hoD. 
Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland, 
who  had  a  perfectly  unbiassed  mind  on 
this  question.  If  the  Government  had 
rewarded  those  to  whom  he  had  alluded 
by  putting  them  on  the  Treasmy 
Bench  it  followed  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland 
ought  to  support  this  Amendment.  The 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  was  also  one 
of  those  who  voted  on  that  occasion,  and, 
therefore,  he  claimed  his  support  in 
the  division.  He  thought  he  had 
said  enough  to  show  tliat  it  was 
an  excellent  Amendment  which  should 
receive  the  support  of  all  the  Members  of 
the  Grovemment  who  desired  to  be  con- 
sistent, and  he  was  sure  thev  all  did.  He 
begged  to  move. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  At  the  end  of  the  Queation  to  add  the  words 
'  such  salaries  not  to  exceed  four  thousand 
pounds  in  all'  " — (Sir  Frederick  Banhwry^) 

Question  proposed,  *'  That  those  words 
be  there  added/' 

Mr.  CLAUDE  HAY  (Shoreditch, 
Hoxton)  in  supporting  the  Motion, 
thought  he  could  a^k  the  co-operation 
of  the  Nationalist  Members  from  Ireland, 
for  on  an  occasion  when  the  present 
Leader  of  the  Opposition  was  in  office  and 
he  submitted  a  similar  Resolution  in  re- 
gard to  the  Chief  Secretary's  Office,  they 
objected  to  it  because  details  were  not 
given.  The  objection  raised  on  the  present 
o-casion  was  still  better  founded,  becaiue 
when  the  Prosecution  of  Offences  Bill 
was  before  the  House  two  days  ago  for 
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Second  Reading  they  asked  the  Attorney- 
General  and  the  Solicitor-General  for 
some  general  indication  of  the  amount  of 
money  which  would  have  to  be  expended 
under  the  powers  proposed  to  be  con- 
ferred by  the  Bill,  but  they  were  put  off 
at  that  stage  of  the  proceedings  without 
getting  the  information  they  desired. 
He  supposed  that  was  because  the  law 
officers  had  not  the  remotest  idea  what 
the  expenditure  was  to  be.  He  now 
asked  the  Government  to  state  de- 
finitely, chapter  and  verse,  the  amount 
of  money  involved,  the  number  of  persons 
to  be  appointed,  and,  in  short,  the  amount 
of  legal  patronage  which  would  be  in 
their  hands  under  the  measure.  They 
all  desired  to  see  the  offices  of  the  Solicitor 
to  the  Treasury  and  the  Public  Prosecutor 
well  manned  and  the  duties  well  carried 
out,  but  an  important  question  of  prin- 
ciple was  involved,  as  was  shown  by  the 
attitude  assumed  only  a  few  years  ago 
when  the  Opposition  Benches  were 
occupied  by  hon.  and  right  hon.  Gentle- 
men now  on  the  Treasury  Bench.  The 
Giancellor  of  the  Duchy  of  Lancaster, 
who  took  part  in  the  debate  in  June,  190^, 
reminded  the  House  that  on  a  former 
occasion  it  took  two  or  three  days  to  get 
a  Resolution  of  this  character  through 
the  House  of  Commons  because  of  the 
importance  which  the  Irish  Members 
attached  to  the  principle  involved. 
The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  took 
strong  exception  to  any  Resolution  of 
that  character  being  submitted  to  the 
House  without  the  amount  of  money 
involved  being  made  known  fully  in 
detail.  The  Secretary  to  the  Treasury, 
who  ought  to  be  the  guardian  of  the 
Treasury,  was  very  emphatic  on  the 
subject,  and  the  Postmaster-General 
made  two  speeches  denouncing  in  im- 
measured  terms  the  action  of  the  then 
Government  in  submitting  to  the  House 
of  Commons  a  proposal  which  did  not 
even  appear  on  the  Notice  Paper.  The 
Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  took  part  in 
the  debate  and  assumed  a  similar  attitude 
of  opposition  to  the  way  in  which  the  ' 
proposal  had  been  brought  forward.  In  | 
these  days,  when  they  were  supposed  to  ■ 
have  a  (Government  pledged  to  eeonomy,  i 
he  believed  the  public  would  greatly 
resent  the  idea  of  giving  a  blank  cheque 
to  any  Minister  or  to  any  public  officer 
under  the  control  of  a  responsible  Minister  • 


in  order  that  an  unknown  number  of 
fresh  appointments  should  be  male,  and 
an  unknown  amount  of  money  expended 
in  legal  patronage.  He  would  remind  the 
House  that  in  1884:  one  of  the  most  power- 
ful Committees  ever  appointed  by  the 
House  of  Commons  investigated  the 
whole  subject  of  the  organisation  of  the 
Department  of  the  Solicitor  to  the 
Treasury  and  the  Director  of  Public 
Prosecutions.  That  Committee  differed 
in  toto  from  the  conclusions  at  which  the 
Government  had  arrived.  That  might 
appear  a  small  matter  to  the  Liberal 
Party,  but  he  could  assure  them  that 
the  day  was  not  far  distant  when  the 
subject  to  which  the  Resolution  referred 
would  be  one  of  immediate  interest  in  all 
their  constituencies.  If  they  were  in- 
different to  the  expenditure  of  public 
money,  they  would  have  to  pay  heavily 
for  that  neglect  when  they  again  sought 
the  suffrages  of  their  constituents. 

Mr.  EVELYN  CECIL  (Aston  Manor) 
said  his  hon.  friend  was  perfectly  right 
to  move  the  Amendment  if  only  for  the 
purpose  of  giving  hon.  and  right  hon. 
Gentlemen  on  the  Treasury  Bench  the 
opportunity  of  explaining  their  position. 
Many  of  the  members  and  supporters 
of  the  Government  were  strongly  in 
favour  of  a  different  course  of  action 
from  that  now  adopted  when  the  Ex- 
penses Resolution  with  regard  to  aliens 
was  discussed  on  8th  June,  190^.  The 
debate  which  took  place  on  that  occasion 
was  exceedingly  interesting.  The  com- 
ments then  of  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury,  the  Postmaster- General,  and 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Duchy  of  Lancaster, 
the  hon.  Member  for  Halifax,  and  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Education, 
applied  also  to  the  present  Resolution. 
The  Opposition  desired  to  know  pre- 
cisely what  expenses  were  to  be  incurred, 
how  many  officials  were  to  be  appointed, 
and  whether  an  Estimate  had  been  sub- 
mitted to  the  Treasury.  They  were 
entitled  to  ask  how  far  hon.  and  right 
hon.  Gentlemen  on  the  Treasury 
Bench  intended  to  conform  on  the  present 
occasion  to  the  attitude  they  took  up 
in  June,  1904.  It  was  on  those  grounds 
that  he  thought  hon.  aixd  right  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite  should  have  an 
opportunity  of  explaining  their  attitude 
in  regard  to  this  matter. 
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The  attorney-general  (Sir 
W.  RoBSOX,  South  Shields),  who  was 
indistinctly  heard,  was  understood  to 
say  that  he  was  far  from  denying  that 
the  point  raised  by  hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite  was  important,  but  he  did  not 
think  that  the  illustration  was  very 
pertinent.  On  the  occasion  referred  to 
additional  information  was  asked  for 
as  to  what  would  be  the  increase  of  the 
staff  of  the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland, 
and  that  information  could  have  been 
given  without  possibility  of  doubt.  In 
this  case  they  were  dealing  with  an 
entirely  unkno>\Ti  quantity.  They  were 
dealing  with  the  approach  of  the  opera- 
tion of  the  Criminal  Appeal  Act,  which 
had  introduced  a  novel  principle  into 
our  criminal  jurisprudence,  and  the 
precise  limits  and  the  amount  of  work 
which  that  Act  would  throw  upon  the 
Department  was  not  known.  Hon.  Mem- 
bers said  that  the  Government  should 
let  them  know  what  their  present  pro- 
posals were  in  regard  to  the  increase  of 
the  staff  of  the  Solicitor  to  the  Treasury. 
He  was  in  a  position  to  tell  them  that, 
and  he  could  also  give  a  very  close 
approximate  idea  of  what  the  annual  cost 
would  be.  Of  course,  it  was  impossible 
to  say  what  ultimately  the  cost  would 
be,  and  that  was  why  the  Government 
could  not  accept  the  Amendment,  because 
it  so  limited  their  action  that  they  could 
not  appoint  another  clerk  without  the 
obligation  of  applying  for  a  fresh  Money 
Resolution  before  it  could  be  obtained 
in  Committee  of  Supply. 

Sir  F.  BANBURY  said  that  that  way 
not  the  case,  bt^oause  the  ATueudment 
applied  only  to  the  Director  and  Assist- 
ant-Directors of  Public  Prosecutions. 
It  did  not  apply  to  the  clerks  or  the 
ordinary  expenses  of  the  Department. 
The  Government  could  put  a  limit  to 
the  number  of  Assistant  Directors. 

Sir  W.  ROB^^ON  said  he  was  not 
dealing  with  the  specified  number  of 
clerks,  but  with  the  principles.  He  would 
explain  what  the  present  staff  was  and 
how  far  it  was  proposed  to  increase  the 
staff  of  the  Director  of  Public  Prosecu- 
tions. There  was  in  that  branch  of  the 
Department  one  assistant  solicitor  who 
acted  as  Assistant  Director  of  Public 
Prosecutions.,  two  chief  clerks,  one  first- 


class  clerk,  two  assistant  chief  clerks, 
five  professional  clerks — ^that  was,  clerb 
who  were  not  necessarily  qualified  solici- 
tors, but  who  had  from  experience  some 
knowledge  of  legal  forms.  They  pro- 
posed to  commence  simply  with  a  new 
Director,  who  would  be  the  head  of  the 
Department. 

Sir  F.   BANBURY  asked  what  his 
salary  was  to  be  ? 

Sir  W.  ROBSON  said  he  would  like 
to  be  a  little  reticent  as  to  that.  The 
salaries  of  the  heads  of  departmentB 
ranged  from  £1,800  to  £2,500 ;  and  if 
they  desired  to  have  a  Director  who 
should  have  legal  experience — a  man  of 
position  and  importance  and  competent 
to  deal  with  a  post  of  this  kind,  they 
must  get  a  man  who  had  had  a  con- 
siderable practice.  Experience  meant 
practice.  If  the  distinguished  gentle- 
man who  had  been  invited  to  serve  ac- 
cepted the  post,  it  would  be  at  a  consider- 
able sacrifice  of  income  to  himself.  They 
could  scarcely  expect  to  obtain  the 
services  of  a  professional  man  with  a 
large  practice  except  at  considerable 
cost.  Within  the  range  he  had  mentioned 
he  could  not  promise  the  House  that 
they  should  get  a  professional  man  at 
a  cheaper  salary.  So  much  for  the  new 
Director.  Below  him  they  would  com- 
mence with  three  new  professional  clerb 
and  some  additional  shorthand  and 
copying  clerks. 

Sir  F.  BANBURY:  No  assistant 
directors  ? 

Sir  W.  ROBSON  said  that  tbey  had 
already  an  assistant  -  director  on  the 
staff.  They  were  taking  over  the  present 
staff,  which  consisted  of  eleven  men,  not 
including  the  existing  head,  but  including 
the  assistant  chief  clerk,  first-class  clerk 
and  assistant  professional  clerks.  These 
were  all  to  be  retained.  It  was  proposed 
to  add  to  them  a  new  Director,  three 
more  professional  clerks  and  some  addi- 
tional shorthand  and  copying  clerks. 

Sir  F.  BANBURY  asked  what  were  the 

salaries  of  the  clerks. 

J?iR  W.  ROBSON  said  he  had  not 
inquired    into    that.     They    were   of  a 
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well-known  class.  He  thought  that  the 
hon.  Baionet,  who  was  a  man  of  sound 
business  experience,  would  admit  that 
that  was  a  very  proper  staff,  and  the 
salary  he  had  indicated  was  a  very 
proper  sum.  What  was  desired,  how- 
ever, was  that  the  Government  should 
not  have  any  limitation  of  number  of 
staff  or  money,  because  the  work  might 
come  very  suddenly  and  they  might 
find  the  Department  placed  in  a  diffi- 
culty in  an  emergency  in  which  they 
would  have  to  employ  a  staff  on  a  larger 
scale.  The  intention  of  the  Government 
was  to  make  the  initial  expense  on  a 
modest  scale.  For  some  little  time  he 
hoped  to  retain  the  assistance  of  Lord 
Depart.  The  new  Director  would  be 
appointed  without  any  suggestion  or 
suspicion  of  political  interest — a  purely 
professional  man.  It  had  been  said  that 
possibly  they  might  save  an  Assistant 
Director  on  the  Civil  side  by  appointing 
the  present  Assistant  Director  as  the  new 
Director  on  the  criminal  side.  Of  course, 
ihe  appointment  of  the  new  Director 
would  be  a  very  great  relief  to  the 
present  Director,  who  would  have  more 
time  on  his  hands  than  at  present.  He 
could  not  lay  too  much  stress  upon  that, 
because,  speaking  for  himself,  he  knew 
the  enormous  increase  that  had  taken 
place  in  the  amount  of  work  in  the  De- 
partment in  connection  with  the  business 
of  the  Admiralty  and  the  Education 
Board.  Therefore,  he  did  not  think 
there  would  be  very  much  saving  on 
the  Civil  side.  In  regard  to  another  point 
raised  by  hon.  Grentlemen  opposite, 
it  was  thought  desirable  in  1879  to 
appoint  a  Director  of  Public  Prosecutions 
in  order  not  to  leave  the  initiative  in 
criminal  prosecutions  always  in  private 
bands.  The  system  of  criminal  prosecu- 
tion in  this  country  did  not  compare 
favourably  with  that  in  some  Continental 
countries.  Sir  John  Maule  was  the 
first  Director  of  Prosecutions  appointed, 
but  all  he  did — whether  it  was  all  he  was 
bound  to  do  was  another  matter — was 
to  decide  what  cases  were  fit  to  be  dealt 
with  by  a  Public  Prosecutor,  and  having 
decided  that  he  proceedcnl  forthwith 
to  send  the  papers  to  a  practising 
sohcitor.  That  went  on  for  five  yeai^, 
but  it  was  found  not  to  be  very  satis- 
factory, and  then  came  the  appointment 
of  the   Committee  of  1884,  with  whose 


Report  he  was  not  disposed  to  quarrel. 
As  he  had  pointed  out,  there  had  been 
an  immense  increase  in  the  work  of  the 
Civil  branch  of  the  Department  within 
the  last  few  years.  The  work  of  the 
Charity  Commissioners  had  also  been 
put  on  the  Solicitor  to  the  Treasury  ;  and 
when  he  came  into  office  be  was  surprised 
at  the  amount  of  important  and  detailed 
work  which  came  before  the  Department. 
A  few  years  back  a  step  was  taken  by 
the  late  Grovernment  in  the  interests  of 
economy  in  regard  to  the  Department 
of  the  Director  of  Public  Prosecutions, 
the  arrangements  in  regard  to  which  were 
found  not  to  be  very  satisfactory.  There- 
fore they  established  a  branch  of  this 
office  at  the  Law  Courts  and  a  great 
deal  of  work  was  carried  out  there.  All 
these  things  taken  together  made  the 
situation  very  different  from  what  it  was 
in  1884.  He  did  not  complain  of  the 
criticism  as  unjust,  but  after  all  it  was 
one  which  could  be  met  by  a  fair  ex- 
planation, and  he  hoped  the  House 
would  negative  the  Amendment  and 
allow  the  Government  to  obtain  the 
Resolution. 

Sir  F.  BANBURY  said  the  hon.  and 
lealrned  Gentleman  had  made  an  ex- 
tremely able  and  temperate  speech,  but 
he  was  careful  with  his  astuteness  and 
knowledge  of  the  Law  Courts  not  to 
allude  to  the  first  question  he  asked 
him,  which  was  one  of  the  most  impor- 
tant points  of  his  speech.  He  had  asked 
him  why  it  was  that  he  himself  and  other 
hon.  and  right  hon.  Grentlemen  on  the 
Ministerial  side  of  the  House  had  in  1904 
drawn  attention  to  the  fact  that  these 
Motions  w^ere  not  put  on  the  Paper,  but 
were  left  at  the  desk  in  the  clerks' 
hands.  Under  such  circumstances,  unless 
one  knew  the  ropes  he  was  perfectly 
unable  to  know  what  was  going  on, 
and  consequently  he  could  not  draw 
the  attention  of  the  House  to  it.  He 
had  asked  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man why  he  had  allowed  that  course 
to  be  pursued  on  that  occasion,  and 
whether  in  the  future  he  would  take 
care  to  see  that,  as  far  as  he  was  con- 
cerned, it  should  not  happen  again.  He 
did  not  ask  the  hon .  and  learned  Gentle- 
man to  bind  the  whole  Government, 
but  he  thought  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  ought   to  be  present  in  view 
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of  the  fact  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
took  the  very  line  that  he  was  taking,  in 
a  speech  made  in  1904  on  the  subject. 
He  supposed  the  hon.  and  learned  Grentle- 
man,  not  having  an  answer  to  his  ques- 
tion, brushed  the  matter  aside  and  gave 
them  an  extremely  interesting  speech  to 
take  oi!  their  attention,  hoping  that  that 
would  cause  them  to  forget  the  Ques- 
tion that  had  been  put;  but  having 
some  little  experience  of  legal  gentlemen 
he  was  always  exceedingly  careful  to 
see  that  they  did  not  get  the  better  of 
him,  and  therefore  he  watched  the  hon. 
and  learned  Member  to  see  whether  he 
answered  his  Question.  As  he  had  not 
done  so,  perhaps  he  would  answer  it  now. 
He  did  not  think  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  had  given  any  reason  why 
his  Amendment  should  not  be  accepted. 
It  provided  that  until  next  year,  so  far 
as  Directors  and  Assistant- Directors  were 
concerned,  the  amoimt  should  not  exceed 
£4,000  in  all.  But  the  hon.  and  learned 
Grentleman,  instead  of  dealing  with  that 
point,  gave  them  a  long  and  interesting 
resume  of  how  the  clerks  were  to  be 
appointed,  what  they  would  have  to  do, 
and  where  they  would  come  from.  He 
said,  however,  that  there  would  be  only 
one  Director  and  Assistant-Director,  but 
if  the  work  was  heavy  they  might  have 
to  appoint  a  larger  staff,  and  it  would 
not  be  desirable  to  stop  the  work,  if  Par- 
liament was  not  sitting,  by  not  appointing 
additional  clerks.  But  his  Amendment 
dealt  with  that  point.  The  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  might  appoint  fifty 
or  sixty  additional  clerks  so  long  as  he 
only  appointed  one  Director  and  Assis- 
tant Director,  and  he  thought  the  sum 
as  limited  by  his  Amendment  was  ample. 
If  it  was  necessary,  not  only  to  have 
another  staff,  but  to  have  another  Direc- 
tor and  Assistant  Director,  they  could 
increase  the  number  of  the  latter  next 
year,  and  if  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man did  not  accept  the  Amendment  he 
must  divide  the  Committee  upon  it.  He 
was  quite  certain  that  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  would  do  his  best  to  carry 
out  the  intentions  of  the  Government, 
as  approved  by  Parliament.  The  inten- 
tions of  the  Government  might  be  all 
very  well,  but  they  were  sometimes 
changed,  and  circumstances  over  which 
they  had  no  control  compelled  them  to 
do  sometimes  that  which  they  did  not 

Sir  F,  Banhury. 


like  to  do.  Therefore,  it  was  not  enough 
to  say  that  it  was  the  intention  of  the 
Grovemment  to  do  so-and-so,  and  thev 
ought  to  put  some  limit  on  the  expendi- 
ture which  the  House  was  going  to 
sanction.  He  did  not  think  it  would  be 
desirable  to  limit  the  expenditure  in 
the  office  as  a  whole,  but  he  did  think 
it  would  be  possible  to  limit  it  in  regard 
to  the  salaries  given  to  the  Director  and 
Assistant-Director.  It  was  one  of  the 
charges  made  against  them  at  the  last 
election  that  the  control  of  the  House 
of  Commons  over  the  expenditure  was 
departing,  and  that  it  was  going  into 
the  hands  of  the  Cabinet ;  and  it  was 
said  that  if  the  hon.  and  right  hon.  Gen- 
tlemen opposite  came  into  power  they 
would  revive  that  control.  That  was 
exactly  what  he  was  trying  to  do.  He 
moved  the  Amendment  in  no  hostile 
spirit,  but  he  thought  they  ought  to 
Imow  what  they  were  going  to  spend  in 
the  coming  year. 

Sir  W.  ROBSON  was  understood  to 
say  that,  with  regard  to  the  first  Question 
of  the  hon.  Baronet,  it  related  to  some 
question  of  Parliamentary  procedure, 
and  he  had  humbly  to  confess  that 
he  knew  nothing  of  that  subject. 
As  far  as  Parliamentary  procedure  was 
concerned  he  consulted  his  right  hon. 
friends  who  were  much  better  able  than 
he  was  to  deal  with  matters  of  that  sort. 

Sir  F.  BANBURY  asked  if  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  would  reply  to 
his  Question  ? 

Sir  W.  ROBSON  said,  as  he  understood 
the  hon.  Baronet  required  a  pledge  that 
in  future  some  Parliamentary  offence 
should  not  be  repeated,  all  he  could 
say  was  that  he  would  endeavour  to 
ascertain  what  that  Parliamentary  offence 
was,  and  as  far  as  he  could  he  would 
endeavour  not  to  repeat  it.  From  the 
hon.  Baronet's  remarks  it  appeared  that 
he  did  not  read  the  Resolution  in  the 
sense  in  which  he  saw  it  was  taken.  It 
related  to  expenditure  which  might  be 
resorted  to  in  regard  to  salaries,  and 
the  hon.  Gentleman  said  that  certain 
salaries  should  not  exceed  £4,000.  He 
would  point  out,  however,  that  under  the 
scheme  of  the  Government,  so  far  as 
additional   expenditure   was   concerned. 
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£4,000  would  be  very  much  in  excess  of 
what  they  desired.  He,  therefore,  did 
aot  want  to  give  a  pledge  beyond  the 
uecessities  of  the  case.  The  Treasury  | 
were  very  vigilant  on  the  matter  of  de-  | 
partmental  increases  of  staff,  and  that, 
was,  in  the  view  of  the  Government,  a 
sufficient  reason  for  not  accepting  the 
Amendment. 


Mb.  CLAUDE  HAY  said  the  last  re- 
mark which  had  fallen  from  the  hon.  and  ' 
learned  Member  was  not  encouraging  as 
showing  any  inclination  to  meet  the  very  . 
clear  case  which  had  been  advanced  from  I 
that  side  of  the  House.  The  hon.  and  ; 
learned  Grentleman  thought  the  Amend- 
ment of  his  hon.  friend  was  not  sufficiently 
drastic,  but  he  would  have  great  pleasure, 
if  the  present  Amendment  were  rejected, 
in  moving  to  limit  the  salaries  to 
£3,000,  and  then  perhaps  he  would  be 
carrying  out  the  intentions  of  the  Attor- 
ney-General. He  rose  chiefly  to  call 
attention  to  what  he  considered  was  a 
very  serious  matter,  viz.,  a  question  of 
Pariiamentary  practice,  affecting  public 
expenditure  at  large,  in  reference  to  which 
the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  could 
not  give  them  any  assurance  or  indication 
of  what  the  Government  intended  to  do 
in  the  future.  It  was  to  be  regretted — 
indeed,  it  almost  amounted  to  a  scandal — 
that  no  Cabinet  Minister  was  on  the 
Mmisterial  Bench  to  deal  with  a  matter 
affecting  the  Grovemment  as  a  whole. 
The  case  was  made  even  more  serious  by 
the  fact  that  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  the  guardian  of  the  public 
poise,  himself  supported  the  cause  which 
they  were  advocating  that  afternoon,  and 
voted,  no  longer  than  four  years  ago,  in 
support  of  the  view  he  was  now  bringing 
forward.  It  was  treating  the  House  of  i 
Commons  with  the  greatest  discourtesy  for 
Cabinet  Ministers  not  to  be  present  to  ex- 
plain the  reasons  for  their  change  of  policy ; 
they  simply  ran  away  and  hid  themselves 
behind  Mr.  Speaker's  Chair.  He  hoped 
his  hon.  friend  would  carry  the  Amend 
ment  to  a  division. 


Captain  CRAIG  (Down,  E.) 
tiiooght  after  what  had  fallen  from  the 
Attorney-General,  it  was  obvious  that 
the     Bill     was    going    to    be    a     very 


expensive  affair  to  the  country,  and  that 
it  would  cost  much  more  than  was  antici- 
pated. He  thought  that,  in  view  of  the 
quotations  from  the  speeches  of  dis- 
tinguished Gentlemen  opposite,  in  regard  to 
the  bringing  forward  of  Money  Resolutions, 
they  had  been  treated  with  very  scant 
courtesy.  Surely  it  was  not  too  much 
to  demand  that  the  hon.  and  learned 
Grentleman  should  have  carefully  thought 
out  the  details  of  what  would  be  neces- 
sary when  the  Bill  became  law, 
for  the  first  year  at  all  events. 
It  was  not  fair  that  the  Government 
should  attempt  to  smuggle  through  a 
large  Estimate  like  this,  that  they  should 
ask  for  a  blank  cheque  on  the  Exchequer, 
without  a  single  member  of  the  Committee 
having  the  slightest  knowledge  of  it. 
Debates  had  taken  place  on  kindred 
subjects  before  and  the  present  Financial 
Secretary  on  a  similar  Vote  in  1904 
said — 

"The  Committee  had  no  information  as  to 
whether  it  was  meant  to  add  a  typewriter 
or  an  office  boy  to  the  office  now  under 
discussion." 

The  question  now  was  of  much  greater 
importance.  It  was  the  question  of 
the  cost  of  a  Director  of  Pu}>lic  Prosecu- 
tions and  certain  Assistant  Directors  to 
carry  out  the  provisions  of  the  Bill. 
Surely  it  was  not  too  much  to  ask  that 
some  member  of  the  Government  should 
put  a  limit  on  the  sum  the  Committee 
was  asked  to  vote.  Surely  it  was 
not  too  much  to  ask  the  Grovemment 
to  say  that  the  cost  of  working  the  Act 
this  year  should  not  exceed  £30,000  or 
£40,000.  The  complaint  was  that  there 
was  no  limit  put  upon  the  Vote  now 
asked  for.  The  Attorney- General  had  ap- 
pealed to  the  Committee  not  to  press 
for  a  precise  limit,  but  it  would  not  be 
going  too  far  to  say  that  the  salary  of 
the  Director  of  Public  Prosecutions 
should  be  for  this  year  £4,000.  It  could 
always  be  revised  if  it  was  found  that 
he  had  more  work  to  do  than  was  at 
present  anticipated.  But  no  assurance 
was  held  out  that  the  Government  would 
guarantee  that  for  twelve  months  the 
cost  should  not  exceed  a  certain  amount. 
He  objected  to  the  indefinite  manner  in 
which  the  Government  without  any 
notice  attempted  to  smuggle  large  Votes 
through    the     House     mthout    putting 
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them  on  the  Paper,  and  as  a  protest 
he  should  certainly  support  the  junior 
Member  for  the  City  of  London  in  the 
lobby. 


{COMMONS}      (AmendmefU)  [Expenses]. 
Question  put. 
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O'Connor,  John  (ICildare,  N.) 

O'Doherty,  PhiHp 
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PuUar,  Sir  Robert 
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Redmond,  William  (Clare) 

Rses,  J.  D. 
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Sears,  J.  E. 
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Shaw,  Charles  Edw.  (Stafford) 
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Shaw,  Rt.  Hon.  T.  (Hawick  B.) 

Sheehan,  Daniel  Daniel 

Sheehy,  David 

Shipman,  Dr.  John  G. 

Silcock,  Thomas  Ball 

Sinclair,  Rt.  Hon.  John 

Smeaton,  Donald  Mackenzie    *" 

Smyth,  Thomas  F.  (Leitrim,  S.) 

Spicer,  Sir  Albert 

Stanley,  Hn.  A.Lyulph(Chesh.) 

Stewart,  Halley  (Greenock) 

Straus,  B.  S.  (Mile  End) 

Strauss,  E.  A.  (Abingdon) 

Summerbell,  T. 

Tennant,  H.  J.  (Berwickshire) 

Thomasson,  Franklin 

Tomkinson,  James 

Torrance,  Sir  A.  M. 

Toulmin,  George 

Trevelyan,  Charles  Philips 

Verney,  F.  W. 

Villiers,  Ernest  Amherst 

Vivian,  Henry 

Wadsworth,  J. 

Walsh,  Stephen 

Walton,  Joseph 

Ward,W.  Dudley  (Southampton 

Wardle,  George  J. 

Waring,  Walter 

Wason,  John  Cathcart(Orknoy) 

Watt,  Henry  A. 

Wedgwood,  Josiah  C. 

Whitbread,  Howard 

White,  Luke  (York,  E.  R.) 

White.  Patrick  (Meath,  North) 

Whitehead,  Rowland 

Whitley,  John  Henry  (Halifax) 

Wiles,  Thomas 

Williams,  Osmond   Merioneth) 
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Tellbbs  fob  the  Noes — Mr. 
Whiteley  and  Mr.  J.  A. 
Pease. 


A  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

ed,  **That  it  is  expedient  to 
the  payment  out  of  moneys 
by  Parliament  of  the  salaries 
ineration  of  the  Director  of  Pub- 
cutions  and  assistant  directors 
1  under  any  Act  of  the  present 
o  amend  the  Prosecution  of 
Acts,  1879  and  1884,  and  of  the 
incurred  in  pursuance  of  such 

bion     to     be     reported    upon 

lext. 
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SUPPLY. 

(CIVIL    SERVICES    AND    REVENUE    DE- 
PARTMENTS  ESTIMATES.) 

Order  for  Committee  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
**  That  Mr.  Speaker  do  now  leave  the 
Chair." 

Mr.  kettle  (Tyrone,  E.),  in  moving, 
'  That  the  cost  of  administration  in  Ireland 
is  excessive,  is  unduly  burdensome  to  the 
people  of  that  country,  and  is  steadily 
increasing  ;    that  the  expenditure  is  not 
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subject  to  Irish  control  and  is  not  allo- 
cated or  administered  in  such  a  way  as 
to  promote  efficiency  in  government  or 
national  well-being ;    that,  so  far  from 
alleviating  the  injury  inflicted  on  Ireland 
by.  over-taxation,    this    waste    of    her 
re^urces  on  certain  services  tends  rather 
to  aggravate  it ;    and  that  this  condition 
of  affairs  constitutes  an  intolerable  griev- 
ance and  demands  the  immediate  atten- 
tion  of   Parliament,"    said   the   subject 
was  one  which  had  many  recommenda- 
tions  to   the   attention   of   the   House, 
though  it  could  not  lay  claim  to  novelty. 
The  wasteful  expenditure  on  Irish. ad- 
ministration was  admitted,   but  so   far 
not  amended,  and  the  taxation  of  Ire- 
land had  formed  the  subject  of  many 
debates  in  that  House* '  As  long  ago  as 
1840,    the    matter    of    extravagance    in 
Irish   government   was    first   raised   by 
O'Connell,   and  from  that  day  to  this 
there   had    been    a   long   succession    of 
vigorous    and    entirely    futile    protests 
from  those   benches.     The   subject  was 
one   of  enormous   gravity,   going  down 
to  the  root  of  Irish  decay  and  discontent. 
It  had  been   said  that   his  Motion  was 
the  money   argument  for  Home   Rule. 
The     education     question     in    Ireland, 
the  political  condition  of  the   country, 
and  the  excessive  cost  of  administration 
were    three    questions    which    together 
formed  one  subject  of  the  deepest  signi- 
ficance.    The  present  Motion  was  swal- 
lowed  up   in   the   Motion   of   his   hon. 
friend   the    Member    for    Waterford    to 
be   moved   on   Monday;    and   for   that 
reason,    and    for   the    technical    reason 
of  procedure,   which  the  House   would 
not  fail  to  understand,  he  might  state 
that    the    purpose    of    this    proposition 
was    to    ventilate    the    subject    and    to 
bring  the  facts  connected  with  it  under 
discussion,    though    Members    on    those 
benches  did  not  intend  to  proceed  to  a 
division.     The  Motion  on  the  Paper  did 
not  put  the  whole  money  argument  in 
favour  of  Home  Rule/,   it  put  only  half 
of  it.     The  whole  money  argument  in- 
cluded the  question  of  the  incidence  of 
taxation  in  Ireland.     This  Motion  dealt 
primarily  with  expenditure    in  Ireland 
and  dealt  only  with  taxation  in  relation 
to  expenditure  in  the  same  way  as  the 
obverse  side  of  a  penny  was  related  to  the 
reverse  side.     Happily  in  that  House  it 

Mr,  Kettle. 


Supply, 


1624 


was  not  necessary  to  engage  in  any  sort 
of  historical  reference.     That  had  been 
done  in  a  masterly  fashion  in  a  document 
with    which  he    supposed   those    inter- 
ested in  Irish  subjects  were  thoroughly 
conversant — ^he  referred  to  the  Report  of 
the  Commission  on  the  Financial  Rela- 
tions of  England  and  Ireland,  appointed 
by  the  last  Liberal  Government.     He  did 
not  propose  to  discuss  any  of  the  findings 
of  the  Commission.     But  there  were  one 
or  two  facts  which  he  thought  ought  to  be 
very  briefly  noted,  for  this  reason.     Many 
people  in  Ireland  had  thought  that  the 
effect  of  the  Report  would  be  to  awaken 
and  restore  activity  to  the  conscience  ot 
England.     But  the  conscience  of  England, 
he  was  sorry  to  say,  in  regard  to  Irish 
finance  had  apparently  discovered  some 
soporific  of  which  they  would  all  like  to 
learn  the  secret.    At  any  rate,  the  con- 
science of  England  had  not  been  awakened 
by  the  Report.     Substantially  the  find- 
ings of  the  Commission  were  the.-e,  that 
from  the  date  of  the  amalgamation  of  the 
Irish  and  EngHsh  Exchequers  down  to 
the  date  of  the  Commission,  the  taxation 
per  head  of  the  population  in  England 
had  been  reduced  by  11  per  cent.,  trtiile 
the  taxation  per  head  of  the  population 
of  Ireland  had  been  increased  by  170  per 
cent.     They  foimd,  in  the  words  of  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,   used  in 
1897,  that  the  real  fact  was  that  Ireland 
was  over-taxed  to  the  extent  of  £2,500,000 
a  year,  though  the  actual  figure  was  much 
closer  to  £2,726,000.    If  they   accepted 
the  statement  of  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer — and  it  could  not  be   con- 
troverted— they  would  find  that  at  the 
date  of  the  Commission  the  accumulated 
conscience  money  due  by  England  to 
Ireland    touched    a    figure     somewheie 
between  £400,000,000  and  £410,000,000. 
He    had    said    that    in    Ireland,    and 
in      England      also,     many      assumed 
that    the    Report    which    brought   to 
light     facts    of    which     many    public 
men  might  before  have  been  ignorant 
without  any  grave  discredit  to  them- 
selves, would  have  marked  the  beginning 
of  a  new  epoch  in  Irish  fizutnoe.    They 
assumed    that    the    ( 
Exchequer,   when  he  f^ame   to    budgp^ 
for  Irish  expenditure^    ould  hftvr*  fn*J*  ^ 
the  Report  his  study 
would    have   sle 
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pillow  at  night.  The  only  thing  he 
had  done  effectively  with  it  was  to  fall 
asleep  on  it.  So  far  from  things  having 
improved  in  reference  to  extravagant 
government  in  Ireland,  they  had  gone 
back  enonnously  since  the  Commission 
reported  in  1894.  Since  then  the  cost 
of  home  gDvernment  in  Ireland  had  been 
increased  by  £2,062,239.  The  home 
government  in  Ireland,  since  the  facts 
contained  in  the  Report  were  brought 
to  light,  had  increased  from  £1  4s.  6d. 
per  head  of  the  population  to  £1  15s. 
The  total  cost  of  all  services  in  Ireland 
had  increased  by  £1,799,655.  The 
population  in  the  meantime  had  fallen 
by  192,000.  As  a  test  of  whether  the 
sonntry  was  advancing  or  not,  they 
book  the  yield  of  income-tax  per  Id. 
in  the  £,  and  they  found  that  the  yield 
was  almost  precisely  to-day  what  it 
was  in  1894,  whereas  in  both  England 
itnd  Scotland  it  had  increased  by  some- 
Rrhere  about  50  per  cent.  These  facts 
ihowed  how  the  Report  of  the  Financial 
Relations  Commission  had  awakened  the 
conscience  of  England.  Let  him  take 
mother  item  of  curious  significance. 
Let  him  take  the  figures  showing  what 
iras  called  their  Imperial  contribution, 
>r,  as  he  should  prefer  to  put  it,  what  it 
508t  them  to  be  associated  with  this 
Empire  of  which  they  formed  part. 
The  Imperial  contribution  had  fallen 
from  £2,073,984  in  1894  to  £1,811,500 
in  1906-7.  The  Annual  Return  from 
rhich  the  figures  were  taken  was,  he 
lioiiglit,  the  most  thoroughly  separatist 
iocument  to  be  found  amongst  the 
mblications  of  that  House.  If  there 
ras  one  thing  that  the  Act  of  Union 
aade  clear,  it  was  that  in  future  arrange- 
nents  there  should  be  no  discrimination 
rith  regard  to  expenditure  between 
ither  of  the  contracting  parties,  Great 
iritain  and  Ireland.  The  formula  of 
he  Act  of  Union  was  that  Great  Britain 
ild  Ireland  should  enter  into  this 
Tiiion,  and  that  in  future  there  would  be 
aken  from  each  country  by  way  of 
azation  in  accordance  with  its  taxable 
apacity  and  that  there  should  be 
[nren   to   each   country   in   accordance 

its    administrative    needs.     There 
be   no  exemptions  and  abate- 

•  with  regard  to       ation^  so  far  as 
ad  and   Bcot 


and  there  was  to  be  no  discrimination 
whatever   with   regard   to   the    cost   of 
administrative   services   that   might    be 
regarded  as  Irish,  those  that  might  be 
regarded    as    English,    and    those   that 
might  be  regarded  as  Imperial.     There- 
fore   this  Annual  Return    afforded    an 
interesting   illustration   of   a   fact   that 
was  not  indeed  new  to  any  of  them, 
that  the  Act  of  Union  had  two  things 
against    it — first,  that    it    was  carried, 
and,  secondly,  that  it  had  never  been 
carried   out.      But   let    him    take    the 
item      of      Imperial     expenditure — the 
Irish    contribution    to    the    Army,    the 
Navy,  and  the  diplomatic  establishment. 
He  had  pointed  out  the  grave  objection 
in     principle     to     the     separation     of 
Imperial    expenditure    in    the    Return, 
but    there    were     much    graver    objec- 
tions  than   that.      There   was   a   grave 
and    fatal    objection    to     the    amomit. 
Last  year  the  contribution  of  Ireland  to 
Imperial  services — and  he  thought  this 
contribution    was    a    good    test    of    the 
cost  and  expenditure  of    home  govern- 
ment—was   less    than    £2,000,000.     In 
1859  it  was  more  than  £5,000,000.     In 
1869   it  was  £4,000,000,   and  in   1879, 
£3,000,000,  though  taxation  was  steadily 
increasing.     So   voracious   was   the   ap- 
petite of  Dublin  Castle  that  it  had  eaten 
up  the  entire  increase  of  taxation,  and 
if  matters  went   on   on  this  basis  much 
longer — not  that  he  should  regret  the 
eventuality — England   and   the   Empire 
would  be  running  Ireland  at  a  loss.     He 
had  said  that  in  regard  to  the  item  of 
£1,811,500  which  was  to  be  found  in  the 
Appropriation  Account  of   1906-7   there 
were  grave  objections  and  grave  mistakes. 
In  the  first  place,  the  entire  cost  of  the 
Royal    Irish    Constabulary,    which    was 
regulated    by    Imperial    and    not    Irish 
policy  and  ideas,   was  returned  as  ex- 
penditure   for    the    benefit    of    Ireland. 
He  could  appeal  to  much  higher  autho- 
rity than  he  could  lay  claim  to   be  for 
saying    that    a    large    portion    of     the 
£1,300,000  at  present  expended  on  the 
Irish  police    ought  to  be  set  down  as 
a   coutributon   to   the   expenses   of   the 
Empire.     Sir   Edward    Hamilton     when 
questioned   before   the    Financial    Rela- 
tions    Commission  on    the    point   said, 
and  it  had  never  been  disputed,   that 
part    of    the    police    charge    in    Ireland 
might  be  considered  an  Imperial  charge, 
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Then  in  reply  to  a  further  question  he 
said — 

"  I  think  it  would  be  fair  to  transfer  £600,000 
of  the  change  from  the  Irish  to  the  Imperial 
Parliament.** 

That  was  the  situation  in  1894. 
He  saw  in  the  Returns  which  were 
issued  from  year  to  year  that  at  least 
£1,000,000  to  £1,350,000  ought  to  be  set 
down  as  the  contribution  by  Ireland  to 
Imperial  services,  and  her  actual  con- 
tribution was  closer  to  £3,000,000  than  to 
£1,800,000.  But  he  did  not  want  to 
discuss  that  matter  in  any  detail.  The 
Returns  proceeded  to  show,  according  to 
the  fashion  in  which  they  were  arranged, 
Ireland's  contribution  to  what  were  spoken 
of  and  imderstood  in  that  sense  as  expenses 
of  Empire,  at  something  less  than  2  per 
cent,  of  the  total  cost  of  these  services. 
If  they  took  £3,000,000,  it,  with  her 
actual  contribution  percentage,  was 
up  to  about  5  per  cent,  of  the  other  ser- 
vices. For  that  burden  borne  by  the 
people  of  Ireland  what  did  Ireland  get  ? 
What  was  the  Empire  worth  to  them  ? 
Empire  meant  an  Army.  The  Army 
in  these  humanitarian  days  was  not  to  be 
employed  for  the  purpose  of  making  war, 
but  only  for  the  purpose  of  resisting 
invasion.  Would  any  invader  be  more 
terrible,  more  fatal  to  their  prosperity 
than  a  Government  which  in  fifty  years 
had  reduced  her  population  by  half  ? 
Then  again  in  these  humanitarian  days 
the  Navy  was  not  to  be  employed  for  the 
purpose  of  making  war,  but  only  as  an 
insurance  on  sea-borne  commerce.  A 
hundred  years  of  the  Act  of  Union  and 
sixty  years  of  free  trade  had  left  Ireland 
no  sea-borne  commerce.  A  third  benefit 
which  they  were  supposed  to  get  in 
return  for  their  contribution  to  the  ex- 
penses of  Empire  was  that  they  could 
employ  Imperial  credit  when  they  had 
large  national  transactions  to  carry 
through.  They  saw  the  value  of  Im- 
perial credit  when  as  a  result  of  that 
extremely  immoral  and,  what  was  still 
more  important  for  them,  expensive  war 
in  South  Africa,  C<  nsols  and  Land  Stock 
had  run  down  to  87  per  cent.  The 
benefit  which  they  secured  from  the 
tottering  and  falling  credit  of  the  Empire 
at  that  time  was  that  they  put  Land 
Stock  on  the  market  and  paid  the  four- 
teen points  diiference  out  of  the  pockets 
of  the   Irish  taxpayers.    So  much  with 

Mr,  Kettle. 


regard  to  that  portion   of    the  burden 
of    government    laid   upon    the    people 
of    Ireland    at    present     which     repre- 
sented    the     cost     and,     expenses    of 
Empire.     The  main  subject  of  discussion 
was  with  regard  to  home    government. 
They  complained  of  three   points  iRith 
regard    to     home     government.      They 
complained   of   the    amount     spent   oq 
home    government    and    of   the   alloca- 
tion and  administration  of  that  amount. 
They  in  Ireland  had  never  had  any  desire 
or  ambition  for  cheap  government  simply 
as   such.  Just  as  according  to   the  old 
story  when  a  traveller  came  to  a  place 
where  he  saw  a  gallows  erected  he  knew 
he  was  in  a  civilised  country,  so  pro- 
gressive government  was  to  a  large  ex- 
tent  marked   by   increase   in   taxation. 
Some  Governments  would  be  cheap  at 
any   price,    and   Grovemments   such  as 
existed  in  Ireland  would  be  dear  at  any 
price.     Their  complaint  had  always  been 
that    too    much    money  was  spent  on 
the  government  of  Ireland  as  a  whole, 
and  that  if  they  reduced  the  amount 
by  from  30    to    50    per    cent.,  redis- 
tributed it,  and  brought  their  adminis- 
trative house  into  order,  they  could  get 
all    their    services    more    properly  and 
efiiciently   discharged    than    under  the 
present  system.      So  far  were  they  f:o.Ti 
desiring  to  reduce  the  amount  expended  on 
such  services  as  education  and  agricul- 
ture that  they  would  gladly  take  £500,000 
or  £1,000,000  from  the  other  Irish  m- 
vices  and  transfer  the  money  to  education 
and  to  the  development  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture.    He  did  not  think 
he   was   going   beyond   the   bounds  of 
reason,  or  of  political  sense,  in  saying 
that  under  an  Irish  Government  these 
would  be  the  two  most  important  ser 
vices  in  the  entire  economy  of  the  nation. 
What  they  complained  of  was  that  too 
much  money  was  spent  on  tbe  wrong 
things   and   not   enough   on  the  nght 
things.    Every  agency  that  had  for  its 
function  to  repress  the  people,  to 
them    in    what  was    humorously 
order,    was   financed   to   the   fidl, 
staffed  and  over -salaried.     Every  agene^r 
such  as  education  and  agriculture,  wMol^ 
had   for   its   purpoae   to    build  up  *^lx.^ 
material   and  u  losperity  d  t:V^ 

country,   was  J  ^fled,  and  m     ^  ^ 

as    salaries    i  nl^jil^jtasrv « 

They  called  at  ^^^K^^ 
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the  total  amount  spent  on  Irish  govern- 
ment and  for   a  redistribution   of  the 
cost  of  the  repressive  services  in  favour 
of  services  of  development.     That  was 
the  position  they  had  always  taken  up. 
He  wished  the  House  clearly  to  imder- 
stand  that  every  single  penny  of  expen- 
diture on  Irish    government  was  Irish 
money.     He  thought  the  mind  of  the 
House  had  been  confused,  certainly  the 
mind  of  the  public   outside   had  been 
confused,  by  these  perpetual  references 
to  Irish  grants  and  exchequer  contribu- 
tions.   In   regard   to    this    question   it 
was  well  to  understand  the  process  at 
the  outset.    What  happened  was  simply 
that    the    Treasury    drained    the    Irish 
taxes     into     her     reservoir,     retained 
much  of  the  contribution  for  Imperial 
services,  and  returned  the  rest  for  Irish 
services.    Every  penny,  every  fraction  of 
the  money,  was  derived  from  Irish  sources, 
and  its  expenditure  could  not  be  properly 
managed  imtil  it  was  made  subject  to 
Irish  control.    He  would  also  deal  with 
another    argument    mentioned    in    the 
first  clause  of  the  Motion,  of  which  much 
was  heard.    It  was  probably  the  most 
fantastic  argument  ever  employed.    In 
reply    to    the    Report     of    the     Royal 
Gommission     it     was    sometimes     said 
thet      excessive     expenditure     in     Ire- 
land was  a  set-off  against  over-taxation. 
Then   it  was   discreetly  conveyed  that 
tiiis  extravagant  amount  all  came  from 
the    pockets    of   the    British   taxpayer. 
That  set-off  argument,  that  contention 
that  amends  could  be  made  for  over- 
tezation  by  over-expenditure,  was  per- 
haps  the   most  fantastic  of  the  many 
fantastic   arguments   employed  on   this 
mibject.     It  was  tantamount  to  saying  : 
Jtes,  it  IS  true  I  get  your  money  from 
yon  hy  the  methods  of  the  thief,  but  then 
1  make  amends  by  spending  it  after  the 
nwmon    of   the  profligate."     That   was 
wV  ^^^l^^^^  answer.     Another   point 
tW  ^1.^^^^^  seemea  to  have  raised  was 
^t  thw  was  accou/i  tcdL  for  a  good  deal  by 
«e     Ireasuiy   polic-.v.      The     Treasury, 
^^"^l    ^B8  not  di>Ie    to  ignore   that 
^W  m  mmging     its   Estimates  and 
22Sfe     ^^  o^rpenditure.        It 

**^T^    ^°^^»>  ^'«  tliisway.    It  was 
l^rWl/i^/^/,..;!^/^Jf        Commission   re- 


Ireland  was  estimated  as  being  not  more 
than  one-twentieth.    Now  the  Treasury 
replied  :    "  Yes,  but  in  1906-7  you  have 
not  been  paying  one-eleventh,  but  only 
one-fourteenth  or  one-fifteenth."     That 
was  perfectly  true.     He  would  like  for 
a  moment  to  contrast  the  progress  of 
the    population    and    wealth    made    by 
England  and  Scotland  with  the  decline 
of  Ireland  since  1894.     Since  the  date 
of  the  Commission  the  United  Kingdom 
had  grown  in  population   considerably 
more    than    the    entire    population    of 
Ireland.     They  frequently  heard  in  fiscal 
discussions  that  England  had  advanced 
in  wealth  and  prosperity  in  a  fashion 
entirely  unprecedented.    Ireland,     how- 
ever, during  the  same  period  had  fallen 
in  population  by  200,000,  whilst  the  yield 
of   the   income-tax   had   not    only    not 
advanced,  but  had  only  been  maintained 
at  the  figure  at  which  it  stood  in  1894. 
The  Act  of  Union  prescribed  that  the 
expenditure    should    be     in    proportion 
not     to     Ireland's     contribution,      but 
to     her     needs.     A     good    test    would 
be    that    when    the    expenditure    of    a 
coimtry  exceeded  a  certain  definite  pro- 
portion   the    total    national    income    of 
that  country  was  over-governed,  or  the 
Grovemment     was     over-financed.     Ob- 
viously, the  best  means  of  arriving  at 
a  conclusion  was  to  take  the  government 
of  Ireland  and  compare  it  with  that  of 
Scotland  and  England,  and  it  might  also 
be  useful  to  compare  it  with  some  small 
European  nations.     Comparing  the  figures 
for    Ireland    with    those    for    England, 
they  would  find  at  this   moment  that 
England  was  spending  one-forty-second 
part    of    her    total    national    income, 
whilst  Ireland  was  found  to  spend  one- 
eighth  or  one-ninth  of  her  total  national 
income.     According   to   the   book  pub- 
lished    by    the    hon.    Member    for   N. 
Paddington,  between     £70,000,000    and 
£75,000,000  per  annum  represented  the 
national      income     of     Ireland,     whilst 
£1,700,000,000   to   £1,800,000,000   repre- 
sented the  income  of  England.     Deduct- 
ing a  subsistence  allowance  of  £12  per 
head  of  the  population  and  taking  what 
was  left  as  the  taxable  margin  of  the 
national  income,  it  left  a  margin  of  £3 
per  head  in  Ireland  and  £30  per  head  in 
England.     Of  that  £3  in  Ireland  £2  was 
taken  in  national  and  £1  in  local  taxa- 
tion.    Those  were  the  salient  and  sterling 
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facts  which  confronted  them  upon  this 
question.  Every  penny  of  the  sums 
they  were  discussing  was  Irish  money 
drawn  from  Irish  sources.  Upon  whom 
in  Ireland  did  the  burden  of  this  extra- 
vagant government  fall  ?  It  fell  on  the 
weakest  shoulders.  It  should  be  re- 
membered that  in  England  they 
raised  the  revenue  as  to  50  per 
cent,  by  direct  taxation  and  as  to  50 
per  cent,  by  indirect  taxation,  but  in 
Ireland  the  proportion  was  73  per  cent, 
indirect  and  27  per  cent,  direct  taxation. 
That  meant  that  in  Ireland  they  were 
compelled  to  pay  what  it  had  been  stated 
would  never  be  tolerated  in  this  country, 
namely,  food  taxes.  The  man  in  Ireland 
who  bore  the  cost  of  this  extravagant 
government  was  the  indirect  taxpayer, 
such  as  the  small  farmer  and  the  agri- 
cultural labourer.  Mr.  Wilson  Fox  had 
conducted  an  exhaustive  inquiry  into 
the  wages  of  the  agricultural  population 
of  the  three  kingdoms.  He  foimd  that 
the  average  w^eekly  wage  of  the  agricul- 
tural labourer  in  England  was  18s.  3d ; 
in  Wales,  17s.  3d. ;  in  Scotland,  19s.  3d.  ; 
and  in  Ireland,  lOs.  lid.  It  was  County 
Mayo  and  places  like  that  that  were 
bearing  the  burden  of  this  extravagant 
government.  The  average  wage  of  the 
labourer  in  County  Mayo  at  this  moment 
was  8s.  9d.  a  week.  He  had  said  that 
the  cost  of  government  of  a  country, 
whatever  else  it  might  be  determined 
by,  was  determined  in  large  part  by  the 
resources  and  taxable  margin  of  the 
income  of  its  inhabitants.  What  was 
the  position  of  the  inhabitants  of  thp 
congested  districts  in  the  West  ?  Let 
him  read  from  the  evidence  given  by 
Mr.  W.  L.  Micks  before  the  Railway 
Commission — 

**  There  arc  two  classes  of  j)cof)le  in  the 
'"nijreHtcd  districts,  namely,  the  poor  and  the 
d  stitutc.  Nearly  all  the  inhabitants  are  on 
oae  dead  level  of  poverty." 

Their  dietary  was  almost  vegetable.  They 
hud  one  meal  a  day.  A  little  salt  fish, 
or  a  small  piece  of  coarse  American  bacon 
as  a  sort  of  relish  with  their  food,  but  the 


burden  of  government  in  Ireland.     There 
was  no  tax  on  meat  in  Ireland.   They  were 
told  that  never  in  England  would  there  be 
a  tax  on  meat.     That  did  not  matter  to 
the  inhabitant  of  the  congested  district, 
who  did  not  eat  meat,  because  he  could 
not  aiford  it.    He  found  tea  and  -sugar 
the  prime  necessity  of  his  life,  and  Ireland 
paid  about   £605,000  on   those   articles 
towards  the  cost  of  Irish  administration. 
Tobacco  was  another  necessity  of  his  life, 
and  from  tobacco  they  derived  £1,500,000 
of  the  cost  of  the  same  administration. 
They   had   always   protested   from  the 
Nationalist  benches  that  those  engaged 
in    educational    work   in    Ireland   were 
under-salaried  and  that  education  was 
practically  starved.     He  was  aware  that 
the  moment  one  touched  upon  the  subject 
of  education  one  naturally  fell  into  the 
morass  of  equivalent  grants.     The  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  had  repudiated 
the  principle  of  equivalent  grants,  but 
although  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had 
rejected  that  principle  as  fallacious  and 
misleading  it  had  been  employed  by  the 
Treasury  in  arranging  the  probate  duty 
and  the  local  taxation  account.    He  was 
glad  to  see  the  right  hon.  Gentleinan  the 
Member  for  Dover  in  his  place,  because 
he  might  lay  claim  to  being  the  parent  of 
the  most  remarkable  kind  of  equivalent 
grant,  that    so-called  equivalent  grant 
out  of  which  Irish  education  was  paid  for, 
which  was  started  in  1902.   At  that  time 
something    like    £1,400,000    was    given 
to    help    education    in    England,   and 
£185,000    to    Ireland.     In    the   interval 
that    £1,400,000    had    almost    doubled 
in  England,  and  the  amount  for  Scot- 
land had  nearly  been  doubled,  but  in 
Ireland  the  amount  remained  at  £185,000. 
In  the  first  place  it  was  not  equivalent, 
in  the  second  place  it  was  not  devoted  to 
education,    and    in    the    third   place  i^ 
at  present  suffered  from    the  Insh  and 
still  more  fatal  disease  of  non-existence. 
Part  of  it  was  swallowed  up  in  the  morass 
of  the  Land  Act  for  Ireland,  and  another 
part  was  employed  by  the  Board  of  WorU 
The  principle  of  equivalent  grants  haying 


niijority  of  the  people  had  nothinjj:  hut  I  been  abandoned  in  regard  to  education, 


vegctahloa,  Indian  meal,  porridge,  pota- 
toi^s  and  broad  baked  by  themselvos. 
They  also  drank  tea  to  a  lar<j;e  extent. 


the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  wai> 
driven  back  on  the  Act. of  Union,  and 
that    was   that    Ireland   should  get  as 


With  73  per  cent,  of  the  cost  of  Irish  !  mu('h  as  it  needed.  He  supposed  ^ 
government  paid  by  indirect  taxation  —  !  might  assume  that  the  needs  of  Ireland 
that  was  the  man  who  was  bearing  the  I  in  re^rard  to  education  were  not  leas  than 
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of  England  or  Scotland,  and  that 
owcr  of  Ireland  to  supply  those  needs 
af  local  resources  were  not  larger 

that  of  England  or  Scotland, 
figures  showed  a  sinister  contrast 
Ben  the  three  countries.  He  wished 
^y  a  word  in  passing  in  regard  to 
other  two  branches  of  education 
eland.  As  to  University  education 
ould  only  say  that  he  hoped  that 
n  a  very  few  days  Ireland  was 
;   to   get   what   she   wanted.     Tho 

Government  which  ordered  all 
:8  in  Ireland  prescribed  that  £45,000 

should  be  spent  every  year  on  the 

ing  of  the  City  of  Dublin  alone,  than 

le  entire  fabric  of  Uuiversity  educa- 

For   the    purposes    of    secondary 

ition  in  Ireland  not  one  penny  came 

way  of  Parliamentary  Vote, 
idary  education  in  Ireland  had 
r  been  discussed  in  the  House  on 
Estimates.  The  Board  which  con- 
hI  secondary  education  had  two 
nes — a  fixed  income  derived  from 
Irish  church  surplus,  which  was, 
ourse,  an  exclusively  Irish  fund, 
a  fluctuating  income  derived  from 
jrield  of  the  local  taxation  account. 
House,  which  had  had  recent  ex- 
nce  of  the  influence  of  beer  and 
itianity,  would  be  prepared  to  find 
(iated  in  Ireland  education  and 
ky.  The  fluctuating  income  of  the 
mediate  Board  did  not  depend 
lie  number  of  students  or  the  edu- 
nal  needs.  It  depended  on  the 
int  of  whisky  consumed  in  Ireland. 
dd  on  the  Irish  parent  the  duty 
3tting  drunk  on  Saturday  night,  in 
r  that  there  might  be  money  to 
ftte  his  children  on  Monday  morning. 
e  was  no  Parliamentary  Vote   for 

secondary   education.      For   Eng- 

secondary  education  there  was 
1  £802,T)00,  and  for  Scottish 
idary    education    £159,500.     In   re- 

to  primary  education,  the  figures 
ed  the  most  striking  contrast. 
the  current  year,  the  Estimate  for 
and  was  £13,594,150  ;  for  Scotland, 
t8,557,  and  for  Ireland,  £1,408,:3G0, 
imount  per  head  of  the  population 
T  8s.  8d.  for  IScotlaiid,  7s.  KHd. 
England,  and  6s.  5d.  for  Ireland. 
he  basis  o^  so  much  per  head  of  the 
lation,  Ireland  should  have  £500,000 
I,  in  order  to  bring  the  Estimate  up 


to  a  level  with  that  for  Scotland,     and 
£320,000  more  to  bring  it  up  to  the 
English   level.    A    strilang    feature    in 
connection  with  education  in  this  country 
had   been    the   growing   willingness    of 
the  people  to  spend  money  on  education. 
The  figures  showed  that  between  1900 
and  1907  the  money  voted  for  primary 
education   had  increased  43   per   cent, 
for  England  and  51  per  cent,  for  Scot- 
land,   while    for    Ireland    the    increase 
had  only  been    IJ    per    cent.    In    the 
face  of  these  figures  he  was  surely  justi- 
fied in  stating  that  the  service  of  edu- 
cation in  Ireland  was  starved.     That  was 
the  Treasury   side.    Now  bt  them  take 
the  teaching  side.     Was  there  any  reason 
why  teachers  should  be  less  well  paid  in 
Ireland  ?     He  saw  none.     The  payment 
of   male   teachers   in   England    worked 
out  at  an  average  of  £160 ;   in  Scotland 
£179  ;     in    Ireland    only    £102.      For 
women,  the  average  was:  England,  £109; 
Scotland,  £109  ;  Ireland,  £82.     Then  let 
Ihim  take  the  point  of  view  of  the  child. 
He  was  sorry  not  to  see  present  any  of 
the  Unionist  Members  for  Ulster  to  take 
an  interest  in  this  discussion.     He  would 
refer   to   the    Report   of   the   National 
Board,  1906,  in  which  would  be  found 
the  statements  of  Mr.  Kelly,  the  senior 
inspector    of    the    Belfist    district.    In 
that   Report  Mr.   Kelly  said  it  was  a 
fact  that  the  prosperous  and  progressive 
City  of  Belfast  was  the  most  backward 
part  of  the  British  Empire  in  the  matter 
of  school  accommodation.     He  was  sorry 
that  the  Member  for  E^^st  Down,  who 
was  so  anxious  to  float  the  Union  Jack 
upon  the  national  schools  in  order  to 
warm    the    patriotism    of  the  children, 
should  not  be  present  to  co-operate  with 
them  in  getting  more  money  to  buy  fuel 
to  keep  the  children's  feet  warm.     Mr. 
Kelly  concluded  by  referring  to  the  Re- 
port of  the  sub-inspector  of  hij  district. 
Let   it   be   remembered   that   thu   was 
four  years  after  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  Dover,  in  dealing  with  the 
Benevolent  Grant,  had  sail  that  £185,000 
a    veT    was    more    than    Ireland   could 
usefully  spend  u])on  that  subject.     The 
sul)-i  ispector    wrote     that     in    several 
schools  in  Belfast    the  class-rooms  were 
not    heated    at    j».ll  ;       the    cloak-rooms, 
porches,  and  passages  were  occasionally 
used    as   class-rooms,  and    were    not,    of 
course,  heated.     In  one  cloak-room  where 
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there  was  accommodation  for  28 
children  he  found  56,  in  another 
with  accommodation  for  26  he  found 
67,  in  another  with  accommodation 
for  34  there  were  70,  and  in  pother 
with  accommodation  for  84  there 
were  174  children.  In  an  entire  school 
he  found  accommodation  for  209,  the 
actual  number  of  children  in  attendance 
being  401.  In  another  school  he  found 
62  children  working  in  a  room  16 
feet  by  17  feet  6  inches,  and  he  added 
that  in  that  case  he  wrote  to  the  manager, 
pointing  out  that  the  Black  Hole  of 
Calcutta,  in  which  there  had  been  146 
persons  was  a  room  28  feet  by  20  feet. 
If  he  had  made  the  calculation  he  would 
hftve  found  that  the  persons  in  the  Black 
Hole  got  50  per  cent,  more  air-space 
than  the  persons  in  the  school  in  Belfast, 
but  the  Inspector  pointed  out  that  the 
only  diflerence  was  that  the  poisoning  in 
the  latter  case  was  a  little  slower,  but 
none  the  less  ceitain.  Yet  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Dover  had 
said  th^t  more  than  the  amount  referred 
to  could  not  be  usefully  used. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  (Dover)  said  that 
his  position  then  and  now  was  that  the 
equivalent  grant  and  the  money  paid 
for  the  education  of  children  ought  not 
to  be  diverted  to  purposes  that  should 
properly  be  met  out  of  building  grants. 

Mr.  kettle  said  it  would  certainly 
be  admitted  that  the  right  hon.  Grentle- 
man  had  worked  for  the  advancement 
of  Ireland  in  various  ways,  and  they 
much  regretted  that  a  certain  develop- 
ment of  Unionist  policy  relegated  him 
after  a  brief  interval  to  unofficial  ob- 
scurity and  set  in  his  place  a  representa- 
tive \\nth  the  most  reactionary  ideas 
that  ever  congregated  in  an  English 
brain.  He  turned  to  consider  the 
general  vices  which  marked  Irish  ad- 
ministration as  a  whole.  The  object 
of  administration  was  to  get  money 
used  for  the  purposes  for  which  it  was 
voted  and  at  the  same  time  to  secure 
that  as  little  as  possible  should  ad- 
here to  the  transmitting  hands  of 
officials.  The  fundamental  vice  of  the 
administration  in  Ireland  was  that  there 
were,  as  everybody  knew,  two  Civil 
Services — a  pprm-^nent  Civil  8?rvi''e 
and      a      casual,      peripatetic      sorvice, 


a    system    of     fixed     and      wandering 
stars.      The     permanent    Civil    Service 
was  recruited  by  competitive  examina- 
tion and  the  members  of  it  were  generally 
kept    in    obscure    positions.     The    peri- 
patetic was  composed  to  a  large  extent 
of  gentlemen,  who  were  what  was  known 
as  well  connected,  who  had  friends  at  the 
Castle  who  could  bring  influence  to  bear, 
and    whose    only  qualification    was,    in 
the  words  of  a  famous  letter  read  in  that 
House,  that  they  could  be  trusted  not  to 
sell  the   pass  and    not   to    forget    their 
friends.     These  gentlemen  were,  as  every 
head  of  a  department  knew,  always  looking 
for  something  to  inspect.  It  did  not  matter 
very  much  what  it  was  as  long  as  they 
got  two  guineas  a  day  and  subsistance 
money.     They  were  prepared  to  inspect 
anything  from  seed  potatoes  to  guipure 
lace.     That    Civil    Service    bad    to    be 
provided  before  the  other  was  attended 
to,  and  anyone  who  was  well  acquainted 
with    administration    in    Ireland    would 
agree   with  him  that,   in   a   very   kirge 
number  of  cases,  they  had  a  deliberate 
duplication  of  offices  so  that  occupations 
might  be  found  for  certain   gentlemen. 
Even     the     Manure     Department,   over 
which    the    Member    for    South    Tyrone 
presided,  was   not   free   from   this  vice, 
which,  of  course,  the  right  hon  Grentle- 
man  had  inherited  from  his  predecessors. 
Let  them  compare  Ireland  with  Scotland, 
the    population    of    the    two    countries 
being  pretty  much  the  same.     Scotland, 
which  had   a   more   complex   industrial 
population    naturally   calling   for    more 
expensive  government  than  Ireland,  had 
for  reasons  in  no  way  discreditable  to 
it  to  deal  with  a  larger  volume  of  crime. 
With  the  same  population  as  Scotland 
and  less  crime,  Ireland,  with  the  children 
of    Belfast    sitting   four    deep    on   the 
staircase,    spent    on     law     and     police 
£3     for    every   £1    spent   in    the     case 
of  Scotland.     He  would  take  a  signifi- 
cant  figure   which   would   illustrate   tho 
matter  still  more.     The   Report  of  the 
Commissioners   for  Inland   Revenue   for 
1906  showed,   in  the  case  of  Scotland, 
that    the    number    of    officials    assessed 
for  ill  come  tax  was  963.     In  Ireland  it  was 
4,539.     The  gross  income  of  the  officials 
assessed    was,    in     Scotland,    £311,694; 
in    Ireland,    £1,412,520,    or    more    than 
fonr  and  a  half  times  the  amount  spent 
I  in  Scotland,  where  there  was  the  same 
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population  and  less  to  do.  For  every 
£1  spent  by  the  State  in  England 
on  education  ITs.  went  to  education 
and  3s.  to  office  expenses.  In  the 
case  of  Scotland  16^.  2d.  went  to 
education  and  3s.  lOd.  to  office  expenses. 
For  every  £1  spent  in  Ireland  only 
138.  6d.  went  to  education  and  6s.  6d. 
was  spent  on  office  expenses.  With 
regard  to  the  judicial  establishment  he 
was  not  failing  in  proper  respect  for  the 
Judges,  for  they  had  always  been  proud 
in  Ireland,  especially  those  who  were 
members  of  the  legal  profession,  that 
the  Irish  Bench  had  been  adorned  by 
some  of  the  most  powerful  and  subtle 
legal  intellects  of  which  there  was  record 
in  the  history  of  English  law. 

♦Mr.  speaker  :  The  salaries  of  the 
Judges  are  not  borne  on  the  Estimates. 
It  is  only  matters  which  are  on  the 
Estimates  which  the  hon.  Member  can 
discuss. 

Mr.  kettle  said  that  only  the  Irish 
County  Court  Judges'  salaries  were  on 
the  Parliamentary  Vote  and  perhaps 
they  were  not  worth  discussing.  Lot 
him,  however,  give  the  House  the  figures 
of  the  Prisons  Boards  in  Scotland  and  I 
Ireland.  There  were  two  reasons  for 
this ;  first,  because  the  two  Boards  did 
preciselv  the  same  work,  and  secondly, 
they  did  it  under  precisely  the  same  Acts. 
He  knew  that  hon.  Gentlemen  above  the 
gangway  thought  he  was  going  to  gratify 
their  well-known  appetite  for  statistics 
of  crime.  In  Scotland  the  average  daily 
number  of  prisoners  under  the  charge  of 
the  Prisons  Board  in  1906  was  2,906, 
and  in  Ireland  2,541.  The  coat  of  the 
Irish  Prisons  Board  was  £107,012  ;  and 
of  the  Scottish,  £87,139.  The  explana- 
tion was  given  in  the  third  column  of  the 
Report,  which  stated  that  the  number  of 
convicts  under  the  charge  of  the  Prisons 
Board  in  Srotland  was  2,900  and  the 
attendants  454  ;  in  Ireland  ihc^  number 
of  convicts  under  the  Prisons  Board  whs 
2,541  and  the  attendants  628.  Then  let 
them  take  the  rase  of  pensions  in  the 
Police  Force.  In  Ireland  they  were  paying 
very  much  more  than  in  Scotland  for 
the  ghosts,  or  rather  the  retired  members 
of  the  Force.  If  the  Police  Estimates 
were  looked  at  it  wouhl  be  found 
that  the  pensions  to  the  Roy;il  Irish 
Constabulary  amounted  to  50  per  cent. 


of  their  actual  pay ;  and  that  the 
pensions  of  the  Dublin  Metropolitan 
Police  amounted  to  30  per  cent,  of 
their  actual  pay.  He  would  be  asked  : 
What  do  you  suggest  should  be  done  ? 
Well,  their  cardinal  suggestion  was  that 
the  money  allocated  to  the  service 
of  Ireland  should  be  better  distributed. 
Economies  should  be  made  in  the  police 
and  judicial  establishments,  which  were 
the  last  surviving  relic  of  twenty  years  of 
•resolute  government.  When  that  policy 
of  resolute  government  was  replaced  by 
another  system,  that  costly  relic  ought 
to  go  by  the  board.  When  Mr.  Glad- 
stone introduced  his  Home  Rule  Bill  in 
1886  ho  foresaw  the  development  of  Irish 
expenditure.     Mr.  Gladstone  said — 

'*  I  will  state  one  other  striking  fact  with 
regard  to  Irish  expenditure.  The  House  would 
like  to  know  what  an  amount  has  been  going 
on — and  is  at  this  moment  going  on — of  what 
I  may  call  a  waste  of  public  money,  demoralis- 
ing in  its  influence  upon  both  countiies.  The 
civil  charges  'per  capita  at  the  moment  are,  in 
Grreat  Britain,  8s.  2d.  per  head,  and  in  Ireland, 
168.  They  have  increased  in  Ireland  in  the 
last  fifteen  years  by  63  per  cent,  and  my  belief 
is  that  if  the  present  legislative  and  administra- 
tive systems  be  maintained^  you  must  make  up 
your  minds  to  a  continual,'  never-ending,  and 
never-to-be  limited  augmentation." 

When  Mr.  Gladstone  spoke  the  Civi^ 
Government  charges  in  Ireland  were  16s. 
per  head  ;  they  now  amounted  to  28s.  5d. 
The  augmentation  went  on  and  they 
believed  now,  and  always  did  believe, 
that  they  could  not  have  clean,  cheap,  and 
effective  administration  in  Ireland  until 
they  brought  that  administration  under 
tho  control  of  a  democratic  Assembly. 
They  believed  that  the  evils  resulted 
from  the  fact  that  the  political  centre  of 
Ireland  was  not  in  Dublin,  but  at  White- 
hall. They  were  asked  :  What  is  your 
remedy  ?  His  answer  was  that  the 
proper  remedy  would  be  found  in  the 
Motion  to  be  made  by  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  for  Watorford  on 
Monday  next.     He  begged  to  niove. 

Mr.  JAMES  O'KELLY  (Roscommon, 
N.)  formally  seconded  the  Motion. 

Amendment  p"oposed — 

'*  To  leave  out  from  the  word  '  That,'  to  the 
pnd  of  the  Question,  in  order  to  a<hl  the  words 
*  the  cost  ot  Administration  in  Ireland  is  ex- 
cessive, is  unduly  burdensome  to  the  people  of 
that  country,  and  is  steadily  increasing  ;  that 
the  expenditure  is  not  suhject  to  Irish  control 
and  is  not  allocated  or  admini.itere*!  in  such  a 
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way  as  to  promote  efficiency  in  government  or 
national  well-being  ;  that,  so  far  from  allevia- 
tinjif  the  injury  inflicted  on  Ireland  by  over- 
taxation, this  waste  of  her  resources  on  certain 
services  tends  rather  to  aggravate  it ;  and  that 
this  condition  of  affairs  constitutes  an  intoler- 
able grievance  and  demands  the  immediate 
attention  of  Parliament,'— (ikfr.  Kettle,) —  in- 
stead thereof.*' 

Question  proposed,  **That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Question." 


*The    VICE-PRESIDENT    of    the 
DEPARTMENT    of    AGRICULTURE 
FOR  IRELAND   (Mr.   T.  W.  Russell, 
Tyrone,  S.)  said  his  hon.  friend  and  col- 
league in  the  representation  of  Tyrone  had 
stated  that  the  question  was  not  a  novel 
one.     He  (Mr.  Russell)  had  spoken  on 
this    subject     more     than    once    from 
below   the   gangway,  and    if   any  hon. 
Member    would     read    the    Resolution 
paragraph    by    paragraph    he    did    not 
believe  there  was  one  who  knew  any- 
thing about  Ireland  who  would  traverse 
a   single   statement   in   it.     Something, 
he  admitted,  might  be  said  in  explana- 
tion of  many  things,  some  things  m-ght 
be     m  dified,     but      speaking     as    an 
Irish  Minister  responsible  for  one  of  the 
great    Departments    and    speaking    as 
an  Irish  Member  who  had  given  long  and 
anxious  consideration  to  the   question, 
he  stated  that  in  his  opinion  the  Resolu- 
tion   was    substantially    accurate    and 
could  not  be   doubted.     Let  them  see 
how  matters  actually  stood  on  the  Esti- 
mates.    There  were  two  ■  lasses — the  one 
productive    expenditure    and  the  other 
what  he  would  call  executive  expenditure. 
He  would  take  two  great  Departments 
and  contrast  them  with  tvvo  others.     He 
would   take   his   own   Department  first, 
and  then  he  would  take  the  Irish  Land 
Commission,  and  contrast  them  with  the 
Estimate  for  Law  and  Justice,  and  the 
House  would  see  not  only  the  difference, 
but  the  tremendous  difficulty  there  was 
in     dealing     with     this     question.     His 
Department     was     responsible     for     an 
expenditure    of    £400,000    per    annum. 
£215,000    was    on    the    Estimates,    the 
remainder  belonged  to  the   endowment 
fund.     Hut  he  should  say  that  £149,000 
of  the  Deparlnient  Vote  simply  passed 
through  its  hands  to  other  Departments. 
He  would  say  that  the  charge  lor  salaries 
and     executive    officers    in     connection 
with    the    Department    was    not    over 
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£65,000,  although'the  total  Vote  on  the 
Estimate  was  £215,000.     But  he  claimed 
that  the  £400,000  was  almost  entirely 
productive  and  beneficial  to  the  country. 
For    instance,    750,000    head   of   cattle 
were  annually  shipped  to  Great  Britain, 
and  the  large  dealers  who  purchased  these 
were  imanimous  in  their  testimony  as  to 
the  great  improvement  of  recent  years 
that  had  been  effected  in  Irish  cattle. 
It  was  only  reasonable  to  suppose  that 
the    improvement    represented    £1  per 
head.    Anything    less    would    not    be 
noticeable.     But  if  they  put  it  at  lOs. 
they  had  an  increase   of  £375,000  per 
annum,  at  least  three  times  the  whole 
agricultural  expenditure  of  the  Depart- 
ment.    Then  what  was  the  result  of  the 
agricultural  instruction  provided  ?  There 
was  now  being  carried  out  a  most  com- 
plete series  of  experiments  in  manuring 
and    treatment    of   crops.    Definite  in- 
formation   was    provided    and    widely 
disseminated  to  the  farmers,  who  thereby 
know  what  and  how  to  buy,  what  they 
were  to  pay,  and  how  they  were  to  use  it 
An    enormous    increase   in    the    use  of 
fertilisers  was  to  be  attributed  directly 
to  this  work.    Much  had  been  made  of 
the  probable  injury  that  would  be  done 
to  the  cattle  trade  of  Ireland  by  the 
breaking  up  of  the  grass  lands  into  small 
farms,  but  few  people  realised  that  the 
value  of  eggs,  butter,and  poultry,produced 
by  small  farmers,  exceeded  the  total  sum 
derived    from    the    export    of    cattle— 
generally  the  business  of  large  graziers. 
This   was    due   directly  to   the  county 
<  ommittee  schemes  and  to  the  direct  work 
of  the  Department  in  developing  and 
improving.     He  claimed  that  that  was 
almost  entirely  of  a  productive  character, 
and  that  the  charge  of  something  like 
£60,000  for  salaries,  etc.,  was  not  a  large 
sum  and  was  not  misspent.    If  the  work 
of    the    Department    was    to    go    on, 
technical  education  to  be  extended,  and 
( ounty  committees  supported    as    they 
ought  to  be,  it  was  more  and  not  less 
money  that    would  be    required.     The 
Land  Commission  was  another  of  those 
Departments    of    the    State    which    in- 
volved    a     heavy     expenditure,     close 
upon    £300,000     this    year.      He    had 
heard     complaints     of     the      enormous 
sums    spent    by  the    Commission    upon 
all     sorts    of    work       He    asked    was 
that  fair  ?     What  was  the  Land  Com- 
mission doing  ?     It  was  very  important 
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to  remember  that  the  Land  Commission 
was  carrying  out  duties  set  by  Parlia- 
ment which  involved  practically  re- 
settling the  whole  country.  It  was 
changing  the  ownership  of  land  through- 
out the  whole  of  Ireland.  Surely  that 
was  productive  expenditure,  and  surely 
those  were  things  which  could  not  be 
done  except  in  detail,  which  would 
require  a  great  deal  of  time  and  a  great 
deal  of  money.  There  was  no  doubt 
about  it  that  the  expenditure  on 
these  Departments  was  heavy  and  costly, 
but  where  that  expenditure  was  useful 
aad  productive  the  House  ought  not  to 
interfere,  it  ought  to  say  that  these  De- 
partments should  be  aided  with  money  to 
carry  on  the  work  as  quickly  as  it  could 
be  done.  He  came  to  a  class  of 
department  of  a  very  difEerent  kind,  and 
he  claimed  the  attention  of  the  House 
to  it  because  here  it  was  that  he  thought 
real  work  could  be  done.  He  would  take 
the. Department  of  what  was  called  Law 
and  Justice.  He  summarised  the  Esti- 
mates, and  found  that  the  Supreme 
Court  of  Justice  cost  £103,446,  and 
to  that  of  course  must  be  added 
about  £76,000  for  the  salaries  of 
Judges,  which  they  could  not  discuss 
there  ;  County  Courts  cost  £110,475,  pen- 
sions and  salaries,  £35,147,  and  resident 
magistrates  £43,645.  There  they  had  an 
expenditure  of  £368,742  upon  liw  and 
justice.  Let  them  contrast  that  with  Scot- 
land, where  the  population  was  practically 
the  same,  although  as  far  as  criminal  ten- 
dencies were  concerned  he  should  say  that 
the  great  manufacturing  centres  such  as 
were  found  in  Lanarkshire  would  have  a 
greater  tendency  towards  crime  than  the 
agricultural  districts  of  Ireland.  What 
was  the  entire  cost  of  Scottish  Uw  and 
justice  ?  He  took  the  Co  irt  of  Session, 
the  sheriff  courts  as  representing  the  work 
of  the  Irish  County  Courts,  and  the  entire 
cost  in  Scotland  amounted  to  £202,608, 
or  £150,000  less  than  law  and  justice  cost 
in  Ireland.  He  ventured  to  say  with  some 
experience  of  both  countries  thit  the  law 
wluch  the  Scottish  people  got  for  their 
money  was  quite  as  soiuid,  impartial,  and 
pure  as  that  which  Ireland  obtained. 
The  only  difference  was  that  the  Scottish 
paid  £202,000  for  their  liw  and  justice, 
whereas  the  Irish  people  paid  £308,000, 
although  the  population  was  ])r(Misely 
the  same.     He  thou^^ht  somothin<i  might 


be  done  in  regard  to  that,  though  he  ad- 
mitted it  was  difficult  to  do  it.  For  the 
present  he  contented  himself  with  draw- 
ing the  contrast.  He  took  next 
the  police.  There  was  no  counterpart 
for  the  Irish  police  in  Scotland  or  in 
England.  The  Royal  Irish  Constabulary 
according  to  the  Estimate  cost 
£1,354,902,  and  to  that  must  be  added 
£96,632,  the  cost  of  the  Metropolitan 
police,  making  a  total  of  £1,451,534  for 
the  police  in  Ireland.  Hon.  Gentlemen 
would  not  find  in  the  Scottish  Estimates 
a  charge  for  the  Scottish  police,  for  this 
reason,  that  it  was  a  local  charge,  and  wa 
locally  managed.  But  picking  out  the 
sums  from  the  various  accounts  of 
the  counties  it  was  a  strange  thing 
to  find  that  4,500,000  Scottish  people 
were  policed  at  a  charge  of  £()00,000, 
but  that  it  took  £1,500,000  to  do 
the  same  work  in  Ireland.  It 
was  enough  to  state  a  fact  like  that, 
to  show  that  something  was  radically 
wrong,  and  that  the  hon.  Member 
for  East  Tyrone  was  right  in  making 
his  complaint.  £1,430,818  was  spent 
on  primary  education  in  Ireland — less 
than  the  amount  spent  on  police.  That 
was  intolerable.  Education  required 
more  and  not  less.  Under  the  present 
system  under  which  it  was  spent  there 
was  probably  great  waste ;  there  was 
certainly  universal  dissatisfaction,  too 
many  small  schools,  and  inefficiency. 
What  the  House  and  the  Grovemment 
ought  to  feel  was  that  those  services 
which  were  productive  should  be  helped 
and  encouraged,  whilst  the  others  should 
have  less  expenditure  made  upon  them. 
How  was  that  to  be  done  ?  Compared 
with  Great  Britain,  Ireland  was  a  poor 
country.  She  had  not  the  natural  re- 
sources of  either  Scotland  or  England. 
H3  was  not  making  what  was  called  in 
Ireland  a  "  poor  mouth,"  because  he 
thought  there  were  compensations.  But 
they  in  Ireland  had  not  the  regulation 
of  their  own  household.  That  was 
done  for  them,  and  all  the  expenditure 
was  voted  upon  other  people's  ideas  of 
what  Ireland  re(piired.  Ireland  in  a 
sense  was  a  poor  country  forced  to  live 
l)eyond  its  means,  and  the  result  w\as 
inevitable.  Why  should  the  expenditure 
he  np')n  such  a  jzii^antic  scale  ?  It  was 
all  becaus.*  of  a  wastef'.d  and  wicked 
system    of     government.     But    let    any 
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Chief  Secretary  venture  upon  a  dis- 
covery. Let  him  say :  "I  shaH 
not  sanction  £1,500,000  for  police  in 
a  country  which  in  ordinary  times  is 
practically  crimeless  ;  I  shall  not  sanction 
£350,000  for  what  you  call  law  and 
justice  ;  I  will  not  spend  large  sums  of 
money  in  Ireland  which  have  no  counter- 
part in  Scotland  and  England ;  I  will 
bring  the  services  of  the  country  within 
reasonable  limits."  In  that  case  what 
would  happen  ?  The  Chief  Secretary 
would  not  be  able  to  do  very  much. 
The  average  life  of  a  Chief  Secretary 
was  two  years  and  three  months.  He  had 
seen  sixteen  Chief  Secretaries  since  he 
began  to  take  a  part  in  public  afEairs 
in  Ireland.  The  Chief  Secretary  would  be 
gone  long  before  the  officials  let  him 
do  much.  The  right  hon.  Member 
for  Dover  was  a  splendid  example.  He 
went  to  Ireland  with  the  very  best 
of  intentions — [A  Nationalist  Member  : 
They  all  do.] — and  he  proceeded  to  put 
them  into  force,  and  to  reduce  the  police 
and  resident  magistrates,  or  at  any  rate, 
to  make  arrangements  for  doing  so. 
But  when  he  went  he  was  succeeded  by 
another  who  filled  up  the  vacancies ; 
and  what  was  called  the  "  garrison " 
loudly  applauded  him  as  they  stepped 
into  the  vacant  offices.  So  the  thing 
went  round  and  round  like  a  horse 
in  a  bark  mill.  Something  might  occur 
in  the  west  to  give  trouble,  or  what 
was  called  the  rash  might  come  out  badly 
in  the  north  ;  the  police  would  then 
be  overworked  and  the  resident  magis- 
trates unable  to  cope  with  the  trouble. 
There  would  then  be  others  appointed 
"  temporarily,"  but  no  man  ever  so  ap- 
pointed really  believed  he  was  appointed 
temporarily.  Temporary  men  in  six 
months  applied  to  be  made  pensionable 
officers.  It  was  perfectly  impossible  for 
any  Chief  Secretary,  no  matter  what  his 
intentions  were,  to  make  any  im])n'ssion 
upon  this  business  from  the  English  side 
of  the  water.  He  had  been  twoity-two 
years  in  the  House,  and  the  thii^.j;  hrA 
gone  on  all  that  time  because  no  ('hiof 
Secretary  could  deal  with  it.  Official 
had  become  a  great  class  in  I  re  land  : 
there  were  thousands  of  them,  and  thoir 
influence  was  felt  everywhere.  Thev 
were  largely  of  one  class,  one  crc^d,  and 
one  party — and  if  any  man  dared  to  I:' v 
hands  upon  what  they  fonsidered  llmir 
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rights,  that  man  was  doomed.  That  sort 
of  devil  did  not  go  out  by  prayer  and 
fasting.  It  would  not  go  out  by  fine 
intentions  ;  it  would  have  to  be  dealt 
with  by  Irishmen,  on  their  own  soil  and 
in  their  own  way.  He  had  to  point  out 
to  Englishmen  another  difficulty  in  this 
matter.  Who  had  any  interest  in 
economy  in  Ireland  ?  The  revenue  Ire- 
land paid  last  year  was  £9,490,000;  that 
was  the  sum  taken  out  of  the  country  in 
revenue.  The  expenditure  in  Ireland 
was  £7,678,500,  leaving  a  balance  in 
favour  of  Ireland  of  £1,811^500.  That 
was  the  Imperial  contribution.  Thus  if 
Ireland  reduced  her  expenditure  the 
money  so  saved  went  to  increase  the 
Imperial  contribution — Ireland  got  no 
benefit  from  such  saving.  That  was  a 
wicked  system.  No  one  in  Ireland  had 
any  interest  in  economy.  There  was  s 
perfect  hopelessness  of  doing  anything. 
No  Chief  Secretary  could  do  anything 
because  he  was  there  to-day  and  gone 
to-morrow.  There  was  no  encourage- 
ment for  economy  in  Ireland  itself, 
because  the  people  thought  it  wrs  better 
to  have  money  spent  in  Ireland  than  to 
save  it  to  swell  the  Imperial  contribution. 
Long  study  of  this  question  had  driven 
him  to  the  conclusion  that  the  whole 
thing  was  hopeless,  and  it  was  impossible 
for  England  to  make  any  impression 
upon  it.  That  was  why  he  had  supported 
the  Irish  Coimcil  Bill,  because  he  thought 
it  would  give  Irishmen  themselves  a  grip 
upon  expenditure  in  the  great  Depart- 
ments. Until  that  was  done  by  Irish- 
men in  Ireland  the  remedy  would  never 
be  effected. 

Mr.  WALTER  LONG  (Dublin,  S.): 
I  should  not  have  intervened  in  this 
debate  but  for  what  has  fallen  from  the 
hon.  Gentleman.  As  an  Irish  Member 
I  should  like  to  see  reductions  of  ex- 
penditure if  they  could  be  seemed  in 
Parliament.  I  should  not  have  riaen,  as  I 
said,  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  extraordin- 
nry  speech  to  which  we  have  listened  from 
tlie  Vice-President  of  the  Department 
Agriculture.  I  am  not  going  to  sal 
anything  about  the  action  of  a  Mlni&ici! 
H  Member  of  the  Government*  who  get 
up  and  makes  by  '  '  ico  ati^l  by  iiit{ 
'jestion,  an  attack  thoso  who  ha^ 
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to  the  House  as  to  the  action  of  others, 
while  he  carefully,  and  for  purposes  of 
his  own,  ignores  the  action  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  which  he  is  now  a  Member — 
misrepresents  the  action  of  myself 
when  I  was  Chief  Secretary,  and  makes 
a  comparison  between  my  right  hon. 
friend  the  Member  for  Dover  and  myself, 
which,  if  it  means  anything,  means  that 
I  departed  from  the  arrangement  at 
which  my  right  hon.  friend  had  arrived, 
and  broke  that  promise  which  he  had 
made  to  Parliament.  I  did  nothing  of 
the  kind.  The  Vice-President  says  that 
my  right  hon.  friend,  amongst  other 
economies,  efEected  a  reduction  in  the 
police,  and  he  wound  up  by  saying  that 
no  Irish  Minister  could  make  economies 
because  he  was  not  permitted.  Having 
said  that  my  right  hon.  friend  had 
efEected  an  economy  by  reducing  the 
police,  he  charged  me  with  having 
departed  from  that  economy.  It  was 
convenient  for  him  for  the  moment  to 
forget — I  do  not  think  he  has  forgotten — 
that,  whatever  may  have  been  my  sins, 
I  left  the  police  at  the  statutory  number. 
One  of  the  earliest  actions  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  which  he  himself  is  a  Member, 
was  to  increase  that  number.  Why  ? 
Because  the  hon.  Gentleman  tells  us  in 
his  particularly  picturesque  language, 
that  the  "rash"  had  broken  out  in  the 
west. 

Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  :  No,  no  ;  in 
the  north. 

Mr.  WALTER  LONG :  Oh,  in  the 
north  !  But  according  to  the  statement 
made  by  the  hon.  Gentleman's  own 
chief,  the  increase  of  the  police  was  in 
consequence  of  troubles,  not  in  the 
north,  but  in  the  west.  Therefore,  the 
hon.  Gentleman  cannot  ride  off  on  that. 
But  now  the  hon.  Gentleman  in  his 
changed  position  tells  us  about  an 
outbreak  of  the  rash.  Is  there  a 
man  in  this  House  or  out  of  it, 
who  has  been  more  eloquent  or  more 
frequent  in  his  descriptions  of  dis- 
turbances and  trouble  in  Ireland  than 
the  hon.  Gentleman  ?  Now  that  he  finds 
it  desirable  to  make  peace  with  the 
National  representatives  of  Ireland  he 
forgets  his  speeches  of  the  past,  and  says 
the  increase  of  poUce  is  in  consequence 
of  an  outbreak  of  rash. 


Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  :  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  must  please  remember  that 
I  stated  that  the  trouble  arose  in  the 
west,  and  the  rash  broke  out  in  the  north. 

Mr.  WALTER  LONG  :  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  also  accused  me  of  departing 
from  my  right  hon.  friend  the  Member 
for  Dover's  promise  as  to  the  resident 
magistrates.  What  about  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  ? 
Unless  I  am  mistaken,  a  resident  magis- 
trate has  been  appointed  since  the 
Government  came  into  office.  I  believe 
I  am  right  in  saying  that  the  ap- 
pointment that  I  made  was  to  a 
resident  magistrateship  vacant  within 
the  conditions  laid  down  by  the  right 
hon.  Member  for  Dover,  and  I  did  not 
go  beyond  them.  But  what  of  this 
immaculate  Government,  who  by  their 
spokesmen  accept  every  word  uttered 
by  the  hon.  Member  who  moved  this 
Motion,  and  who  have  not  a  word  to  say 
in  defence  of  those  who  held  office  before 
them,  and  who  belonged  to  the  same 
Party  ?  Since  they  came  into  office 
they  have  done  that  which  we  deUberately 
declined  to  do.  They  have  filled  up  a 
vacant  judgeship,  a  much  larger  matter 
from  the  point  of  view  of  finance 
than  the  appointment  of  a  resident 
magistrate  or  an  increase  of  the  police; 
and  they  did  that  in  defiance  of  the 
fact  that  we  had  made  this  arrangement 
with  Parliament.  We  introduced  a  Bill 
which  was  not  passed,  having  for  its 
object  the  reduction  of  the  number  of 
Judges,  and  we  declined  ourselves  to 
make  a  new  appointment,  because  we 
were  debarred  from  doing  so  by  the 
arrangement  made  with  ParUament. 
Yet,  in  face  of  these  facts,  every  one  of 
which  was  known  to  the  hon.  Gentleman 
when  he  rose  in  order  to  score  a  petty 
party  point,  in  order,  if  possible,  to  do 
some  injury  to  a  single  individual, 
he  chose  to  try  and  draw  this  distinction 
between  my  right  hon.  friend  and  myself, 
and  he  chose  in  doing  that  grossly 
to  misrepresent  the  facts  as  to  my 
administration  in  Ireland.  Now,  the 
hon.  Gentleman  accepted  the  whole  of 
the  Motion  from  below  the  gangway. 
It  is  perfectly  true  that  there  are  some 
questions,  however  keenly  we  may  be 
divided  on  party  politics,  or  on  great 
matters  of  controversy,  upon  which  wa 
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may  speak  without  reserve,  and  I  hope 
that  will  ever  be  so  in  this  House.  The 
hon.  Gentleman  who  moved  the  Motion 
did  so  in  a  speech  of  rare  ability  and 
great  interest,  and  I  do  not  hesitate  to 
say  that  he  made,  as  others  have  made 
before  him,  a  clear  case  for  making 
an  examination  into  those  allegations 
in  regard  to  the  cost  of  government 
in  Ireland  and  in  regard  to  the 
incidence  of  the  cost  as  between 
the  Imperial  Exchequer  and  the  Ex- 
chequer of  Ireland  alone.  The  hon. 
Member  said  that  the  Motion  in- 
volved part  of  their  Motion  to  be  moved 
on  Monday  next,  and  he  said  quite  dis- 
tinctly that  no  promise  of  economy — 
no  putting  on  of  the  white  sheet  as  the 
hon.  Gentleman  opposite  has  done  to- 
night, by  disavowing  the  action  of  his 
predecessors  as  well  as  of  his  own  Gov- 
ernment— ^will  satisfy  them ;  nothing 
will  satisfy  them  except  the  transference 
of  power  from  this  Government  to  another 
in  Ireland.  What  was  the  answer  to 
the  non.  Gentleman  ?  We  thought 
he  was  going  to  leave  that  part 
of  the  Resolution  untouched,  but  we 
were  mistaken.  The  hon.  Gentleman  has 
never  tired  telling  the  House  and  Ire- 
land that,  although  he  has  seen  fit  to 
join  another  Party,  and  has  left  the 
Party  with  which  he  had  worked  so  long, 
it  did  not  mean  that  he  was  identified  in 
any  way  with  the  cause  of  Home  Rule. 
Can  he  say  that  after  the  declara- 
tion he  has  made  here  to-night  ?  Has 
he  offered  the  smallest  opposition  to  the 
explicit  and  definite  declaration  of  the 
hon.  Gentleman  below  the  gangway, 
representing  as  he  does  the  views  he  and 
his  Party  have  always  held  ?  What  in- 
terpretation does  his  language  bear  ? 
If  J  jt  does  not  mean  that  these 
Betters  are  to  be  transferred  to  an 
Irish  Parliament  it  has  no  meaning 
at  all.  Therefore,  all  these  asser- 
tions and  declarations  which  we  have 
heard  in  this  House  and  in  Ireland, 
have  been  entirely  obliterated  by  the 
definite  statement  made  now,  and  we 
know  he  is  prepared  no  longer  to  resist 
that  great  fundamental  change  in  the 
government  of  Ireland  which  he  resisted 
so  long,  and  to  which  many  of  us  believed 
he  was  not  yet  converted,  although  he 
had  seen  fit  to  join  the  present  Govern- 
ment.    It  is  not  possible  now  to  discuss 

Mr.  IVaUer  Long, 


the  larger  question  opened  up  by  the 
Motion  and  in  a  lesser  degree  by  the 
hon.  Grentleman  ;  but  I  confess  I  regret 
very  much  that  the  Government  has 
thought  it  necessary  to  put  up  to  repre- 
sent them  on  this  occasion  a  Minister 
who  has  embittered  what  has  been  a 
non-controversial  debate — a  debate  ex- 
tremely interesting  and  in  which  any 
hon.  Member  could  have  taken  part 
irrespective  of  the  part  he  takes  in 
public  affairs,  short  only  of  the  change 
from  Imperial  to  Irish  control,  without 
embarking  upon  any  of  those  personal 
attacks  which  the  hon.  Gtentleman  has 
thought  it  necessary  to  m^ke  in  order  to 
establish  hi  s  case.  I  should  not  have  risen 
if  it  had  not  been  for  the  charges  made  by 
the  hon.  Gentleman,  charges  for  which 
there  is  not  a  shadow  of  foundation, 
ftud  charges  which  as  a  Member  of  the 
Government  he  ought  not  to  have  made, 
because  he  is  in  possession  of  the  infor- 
mation I  have  now  given  to  the  House. 
I  profoundly  regret  that  we  should  have 
witnessed  this  spectacle  of  a  Minister 
who,  in  his  desire  to  join  hands  with 
those  who  support  lus  (Jovemment, 
thinks  it  necessary  to  traduce  those  who 
are  opposed  to  him,  and  who  differ  from 
him,  not  only  in  politics,  but  also  in 
this,  that  they  are  consistent,  whereas 
he  is  remarkable  for  his  inconsistency. 

Mr.  FLYNN  (Cork,  N.)  said,  in  regard 
to  the  Motion  so  ably  laid  before  the 
House  by  his  hon.  friend,  there  was  no 
excuse  for  a  Member  of  the  Front  Bench 
saying  that  they  could  find  no  way  to 
reduce  the  expenditure,  and  it  was 
equally  futile  for  the  hon.  Gentleman 
and  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  who  had 
just  spoken  to  use  the  tu  quoque  argu- 
ment, and  say  :  "  If  we  are  fat,  you  are 
also."  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  would 
excuse  him  if  he  said  that  he  ought  not 
to  be  excited  by  any  burning  desire  for 
retrenchment  in  Ireland,  seeing  that  he 
represented  a  constituency  near  Dublin 
Castle,  called  "Dublin  Castle  by  the 
Sea,"  because  in  that  constituency  the 
voters  were  very  largely  composed  of 
those  who  were  intimately  concerned  in 
the  perpetuation  of  the  system  of  extra- 
vagance and  corruption  which  had  been 
so  strongly  denounced  that  afternoon. 
The  main  argument  used  on  the  other 
side  was  this :    "  We  grant  that  large 
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sums  of  money  are  raised  in  Ireland, 
we  grant  that  government  in  Ireland  is 
costly,  we  grant  that  Ireland  in  pro- 
portion to  her  taxable  capacity  is  over- 
taxed, but  we  have  to  set-off  against  that 
the  extraordinary  amount  of  money  that 
is  spent  in  Ireland.    Look  what  a  large 
amount  of  money  is  spent  on  law,  justice, 
police,  tocal  Government  Boards,  and 
all  the  other  great  Departments  with 
which  you  are  blessed  in  Ireland."     But 
that  was  a  very  strange  argument  to 
use,   that  over-taxation    was    compen- 
^ sated  for  by  extravagant  expenditure. 
The  extraordinary  anomaly  was  that  the 
more  Ireland  was  taxed  the  less  money 
went  to  the  tax   gatherer.     The    Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  said  that  that  was 
due   to   the   extravagant   cost   of  Civil 
government  in  Ireland.    He  would  give 
a  few  figures  to  the  House  in  corrobora- 
tion of  that  view.     He  would  take  five 
periods — 1819,  when  the  Exchequers  were 
amalgamated,  and  then  the  periods  of 
twenty  years,    1849   to    1869-70,   then 
1889-90,  and  the  present  financial  year. 
The  estimated  true  revenue  of  Ireland  in 
1829  was  £5,264,000.     The  percentage  of 
Ireland's    revenue    to    that    of    Great 
Britain  was  10*4,  and  the  contribution 
per  head  was  158.  5d.    In  1849  after  the 
disastrous    famine    the    estimated    true 
revenue  was  £4,867,000,  the  percentage 
9*4,  and  the  amount  per  head  14s.  9d. 
Twenty   years   later   the   revenue,    still 
rising,  was   £7,426,000,    the    percentage 
10' 7,  and  the  cost  per  head  £1  7s.  9d. 
In    1889-1890   the   amount   raised   was 
£7,734,000,  the  percentage  9*1,  and  the 
amount  per  head  £1 12s.  6d.;  and  in  the 
last  financial  year  for  which  they  had 
figures,  1906-1907,  the  amount  raised  was 
£9,490,000,  the  percentage  6-8,  and  the 
amount  per   head  £2  3s.  3d.     Ireland's 
contribution  had  doubled  in  the  past  sixty 
years.   To  take  the  figures  as  given  a  few 
months  ago  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer in  replv  to  a  question  by  his  hon. 
friend   who  had  moved  the  Motion,  the 
increase  of  the  tax  revenue  \nthin  the 
past  ten  years  had  been  from  £7,144,000 
to  £8,274,000  or  £1,130,000,  and  the  per- 
centage had  fallen  from  7*9  to  6*9,  com- 
pared with  Great  Britain.     The  obvious 
conclusion  was  that  the  more  Ireland  paid 
in  tax  revenue  the  less  the  injustice  of 
over-taxation,  because  of  the  inflated  ex- 
poiditaie  of  Great  Britain,  and  the  more 


she  paid  in  taxation  the  less  she  con- 
tributed to  Imperial  expenditure,  because 
of  the  cost  of  Irish  services.  In  other 
words  the  candle  was  being  burnt  at  both 
ends.  Ireland  was  paying  more  year 
after  year,  owing  to  the  demands  made 
upon  her,  and  to  the  increase  in  British 
expenditure,  but  owing  to  the  still 
greater  increase  of  the  costly  system  of 
administration  in  Ireland,  that  was  more 
than  counterbalanced  by  the  increase  in 
the  expenditure,  and  while  Ireland  paid 
more  and  more  as  the  years  rolled  by 
she  contributed  less  and  less  towards  the 
Imperial  expenditure  of  the  country. 
That  had  a  doubb  disadvantage.  Ireland 
was  expending  more  and  getting  less  in 
return.  It  might  be  said  that  a  good 
deal  of  this  increase  was  automatic,  but 
this  thing  must  be  tackled  in  a  radical 
manner  and  little  peddling  reforms  here 
and  there  would  do  little.  In  order  to 
tackle  it  in  a  proper  way  they  must 
tackle  the  system  which  gave  rise  to  these 
gross  abuses  and  extraordinary  anomalies. 
Lord  Farrer  and  his  colleagues  on  the 
Financial  Relations  Commission  acknow- 
ledged this,  and  said — 

*'  Wo  are  of  opi  lion  that  the  excessive  ex- 
penditure of  Ireland  which  we  have  described, 
although  it  may  be  no  justification  for  the 
excessive  taxation  of  Ireland,  is  at  once  a 
pecuniary  loss  to  the  taxpayers  of  Great 
Britain  and  the  cause  of  demoralisation  to 
Ireland.** 

Even  the  Tory  Government  in  1906, 
which  did  not  accept  the  findings  of  the 
Commission,  proposed  to  appoint  a  fresh 
Commission,  and  in  the  reference  to  it 
acknowledged  that  there  was  a  very 
strong  case  made  out.  The  Commission 
was  to  inquire  how  the  expenditure 
on  Irish  local  services  for  which  the  State 
wholly,  or  in  part,  provided  compared 
with  corresponding  expenditure  in  Eng- 
land and  Scotland,  and  whether  such 
expenditure  might  with  advantage  be 
adjusted  or  reduced.  With  regard  to 
the  very  important  point  whether 
tlic  injustice  of  over-taxing  Ireland  was 
compensated  for  by  expending  extrava- 
gLint  sums  on  administration  by  keeping 
up  these  over-manned  and  over-salaried 
offices,  lot  him  (|U()to  a  very  distinguished 
member  of  the  Conservative  Party. 

Attention  called  to  the  fact  that  forty 
Members    were     not     present.      House 
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counted,  and  forty  Members  being  found 
present, 

Mr.  FLYNN,  continuing,  said  he  was 
endeavouring  to  prove  the  cruelty  of 
the  position  and  that  by  the  system  of 
undiscerning  and  indiscriminate  taxa- 
tion— by  what  was  called  identical 
taxation — they  forced  Ireland  to  bear 
taxation  upon  the  same  basis  as  England, 
altogether  ignoring  the  fact  that  Ire- 
land's proportion  of  indirect  taxation 
was  50  per  cent,  as  compared  with  about 
23  per  cent,  or  24  per  cent,  for  Great 
Britain.  The  mischief  was  twofold.  In 
the  first  place  over- taxed  Ireland  received 
a  very  much  larger  amount  of  money 
than  would  be  required  imder  normal 
circumstances,  and  they  had  to  levy 
increased  taxes  year  after  year  to  meet 
increased  military  and  naval  expenditure. 
Even  when  military  exigencies  were  over 
and  they  came  to  times  of  peace  the 
taxation  had  to  be  retained  at  a  high 
level,  and  by  the  system  of  identical 
taxation  taxation  was  forced  up  year 
after  year  and  decade  after  decade. 
But  simultaneously  with  that  there  went 
on  this  automatic  increase  in  the  cost  of 
Irish  establishments,  Ireland  losmg  all 
the  time  and  the  Imperial  Treasury 
gaining  nothing  as  far  as  they  were 
concerned,  because  the  percentage  of 
Ireland's  revenue  to  that  of  Great  Britain 
had  fallen  from  9*4  sixty  years  ago  to 
6*8.  With  regard  to  the  argument  of 
excessive  expenditure  with  which  this 
Motion  dealt  he  was  about  to  quote  Sir 
Edward  Clarke,  who,  speaking  on  a 
Motion  on  the  broader  question  of  the 
general  financial  relations,  said — 

"  They  tried  to  spend  the  taxation  as  if  it 
did  not  matter  how  large  was  the  tax  imposed, 
so  long  as  they  spent  it  upon  the  population 
where  it  was  raised.  According  to  that  theory 
they  would  be  doing  Ireland,  in  her  poverty 
and  trouble,  no  harm  at  all,  if  they  were  to 
impose  £3,000,000  more  taxation  per  annum 
upon  her,  always  provided  they  doubled  the 
number  of  her  polio,  gave  her  more  Judges, 
and  for  the  special  benefit  of  the  landlords,  an 
army  of  assistant  Commissioners." 

It  was  quite  obvious  that  if  this  system 
of  extravagance  in  administration  was 
to  be  held  as  justification  for  over- 
taxation it  did  not  matter  what  they 
drew  for  Ireland.  It  did  not  matter 
how  the  taxation  was  increased,  either 
direct    or    indirect,    if   they    handed    it 
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back  in  this  form.     All  they  had 'to  do 
was   to   double   the  number   of  police, 
put  some  more  Judges  there,  and  fill  up 
more  Dublin  Castle  appointments,  and, 
hey  presto  I  the  thing  was  done  to  the 
satisfaction  of  everybody  except  Ireland, 
certainly    to     the    satisfaction    of   the 
Treasury.     But  the  real  tragedy  as  re- 
garded Ireland   was   that  such  a  large 
proportion  of  the  expenditure  should  be 
of  an  unproductive  kind,  or  worse  than 
unproductive  if  he  could  find  an  adjective 
to  describe  it,  compared  with  the  pro- 
ductive portion.    Was  it  not  something 
tragic   after    100   years   of   the   Union, 
in  the  twentieth  century,  to  find  this 
large  amount  for  law,  for  police  and  for 
Judges,  though  the  Judges'  salaries  were 
charged    on    the   Consolidated     Fund? 
In  the  matter  of  book-keeping  they  were 
entitled  to  bring   in  everything    which 
was   put  down  by  the    Treasury   as  a 
separate     Irish    service.       It    was    an 
intolerable    state     of    things     to    find 
that    half   the    available    revenue    was 
devoted  to  unproductive  services.    There 
was   no   more   painful   thing   than  the 
average  Irish  Member  having  to  approach 
successive    Chief    Secretaries   or    Secre- 
taries to  the  Treasury  or  Chancellors  of 
the  Exchequer,  either  by  deputation  in 
Dublin   or  at  that  House  or  across  the 
floor  to  get  better  terms  and  conditions 
for  the  educational  needs  of  the  country, 
for  the  development  of  agriculture,  and 
for  the  building  up  and  improvement  of 
those    industries    which    were     largely 
crushed  out  by  the  bigotry  of  Parliaments 
that  had  preceded  this;   and  there  was 
nothing  more  humiliating  than  to  have  to 
come  to  the  House  and  ask  for  what  was 
after  all  their  own  money  that  was  being 
spent  on  that  corrupt  and  extravagant 
administration.    He  knew  no  better  trial 
than    that    which    Irish    Members    ex- 
perienced when  during  the  recess  they 
attended    congresses    of     the     national 
teachers  and  other  bodies  in  Ireland,  all 
of  whoin  cried  out  for  better  conditions 
and  pointed  out  the  niggardly  manner  in 
which  the  country  was  treated  by  the 
Treasury.     Yet  the  average  Irish  Member 
was  powerless  in  the  matter  except  to 
complain    of   the    wretched   system  of 
finance.    He  admitted  that  the  Congested 
Districts  Board  had  received  in  the  past 
considerable  sums  of  money,  but  all  that 
was  as  a  drop  in  the  ocean  compared  with 
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the  amount  of  beneficial  work  they  could 
have  done  had  they  had  more  money. 
But  the  operations  of  that  Board  had 
been  sharply  and  suddenly  brought  to  a 
standstill.     The  Chief  Secretary  had  told 
them  that  the  reason  was  want  of  money. 
The   only    Department  in  which   there 
seemed  to  be  no  lack  of  money  was  that 
which  dealt  with  those  things  which  were 
unproductive  and  did  nothing  whatever 
towards  developing  the  intellect  or  im- 
proving the  moral  and  material  resources 
of  the  nation.     He  noted  the  absence  of 
the    Ulster    Members  from  the  debate. 
It  was  very  sad  to  think  that  there  wa ; 
only  one  branch  of  Irish  subjects  which 
seemed  to  interest  them,  and  that  was 
the   police  news  of  the  country.     The 
Police  Gazelle  was  the  only  class  of  litera- 
ture they  seemed  to  study.     The  subject 
the  House  was  now  discussing  was  abso- 
lutely non-controversial,  or  should  at  any 
rate  be  so,  and  it  was  non-political.     Ten 
years  ago  the  Ulster  Members  under  the 
leadership  of  Colonel  Saunderson,  joined 
with  the  Nationalist  representatives  in 
making  a  strong  representation  with  regard 
to  the  financial  relations  between  the  two 
countries.     Times     were    changed,    but 
matters  had  not  improved.     The  duty  of 
the    Irish    representatives    was    clear ; 
they  must    keep   on  protesting  against 
the     excessive     cost    of    administration 
of  which    the    Motion  complained.     He 
had    heard    it    suggested    that  changes 
which  might  be  made  in  the  Irish  police 
would   increase  the  Constabulary  Vote. 
He  would  resist  strenuously,  as  he  hoped 
the  Nationalist  Party  would,  any  idea  of 
increasing  the  cost  of  administration  of 
the   Irish  police.     Not   that  they   were 
overpaid,  but  if  there  was  to  be  a  revision 
it  should  te  a  revision  that  embodied 
common-sense  as  well  as  economy,  and 
should  be 'brought  about  by  revising  the 
salaries  of  the  higher  officers  and  the  large 
establishment    charges  rather    than    by 
increasing  the  sum   total  of   the   Vote. 
The  figures  the  hon.   Member  for  East 
T\Tone  had  given  contrasting  Scotland 
aid  Ireland  were  most  striking,  and  if  he 
h^d  had  time  to  contrast  the  charges  witlx 
those  for  law  and  police  in  Belgium  and 
Germany  he  would  have  found  that  they 
proved  that  the  Irish  system  was  the 
most    costly   in    any    civilised    country. 
Say,  he  would  not  be  surprised  if  it  was 
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found  that  the  whole  Russian  autocracy, 
with  its  utter  disregard  for  the  people 
was  carried  on  much  more  cheaply  and 
much  more  to  the  satisfaction  of  th'^ 
people.  The  Irish  Members  would  never 
accept  the  uneconomic,  vicious  doctrine 
that  they  counterbalanced  and  gave  an 
equivalent  to  what  Ireland  claimed  to  be 
the  gross  over- taxation  of  the  country  by 
an  extravagant  system  of  administration, 
which  was  ruinous  to  the  country, 
developed  none  of  its  best  interests,  and 
produced  very  little  good  to  the  Imperial 
Treasury. 


*Mr.  BARRIE   (Londonderry,  N.)  re- 
pudiated   the    idea    that    the    present 
Ulster  Members  had  gone  back  on  the 
views    held     ly     the     Ulster    Member;* 
ten    years    ago.     With    regard    to    the 
contra  t    drawn    between    Ireland    and 
Scotland,  the  heavy  expense  in  Ireland 
had  arisen  largely  from  the  operations 
of  the  United  Irish  League  so  far  as  the 
administration   of   the   police   was   coi- 
cerned.     In    Ireland    the    United    Irish 
League  ruled  in  opposition  to  the  King':; 
Law  in  several  counties.  [Cries  of  "No"]. 
In    Scotland    if    the    League    still    had 
a      few      branches,     it     did     not    dar> 
to       usurp       the       law        and       hold 
its     Courts  and    execite     punishments. 
Under  those  circumstances  it  was  little 
wonder    that    Scotland    had    been    able 
to   have    an    effective    police    force    at 
much  less  cost.     He  was  pleased  to  hear 
the  hon.  Member  for  East  Tyrone  say 
when  referring  to   the  Agriculture  and 
Technical  Instr.ction  Department  that 
there     was      no      extravagance      there, 
and   that  he  would  gladlv  see  another 
£500,000    or    even    £1,000,000    devoted 
to     the    beneficent   work    of    that  De- 
partment.    The     Member      for      South 
Tyrone     had     also       spoken      of     the 
value  of  the  work  of  the  Agricultural 
and  Technical  Instruction   Department. 
But  what  was  the  attitude  of  Nationalist 
leaders     to     that     Department  ?     They 
found  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for 
Waterford    describing     the   Department 
as  an   insidious  attempt   to   divert  th:^ 
friends  of  Ireland  from  the  Nationalist 
movement,  while  the  Member  for  East 
Mayo  said  that  the  Department  was  from 
top  to  bottom  a  machine  to  burst   up 
and  destroy  the  Nationalist  movement. 
3  L 
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not  be  for  tlic  benefit  of  the  taxpayer 
in  Ireland,  but  would  add  to  the  contribu- 
t  ions  to  the  British  Treasury.  Everyone 
knew  that  the  Imperial  Exchequer  derived 
more  in  proportion  from  the  Irish  tax- 
payer than  from  the  taxpayers  of  either 
England  or  Scotlard.  He  remembered 
that  in  the  last  Parliament  when  the 
light  hon.  Member  for  Dover  proposed 
that  the  money  which  might  be  saved  in 
ceitain  departments  in  Ireland  .^hould 
be  put  to  a  fund  for  the  1  erefit  of 
Ireland,  the  hon.  Baronet  the  Member 
for  the  City  of  London,  with  that 
eloquence  which  they  were  accustomed 
to  hear  from  him,  said  that  that 
would  be  scandalous,  and  that  the  savings 
should  be  handed  on  to  the  British 
Treasury.  He  did  not  think  that  the 
hon.  Member  for  South  Tyrone  was 
entirely  free  in  this  respect  in  regard 
to  the  department  over  which  he  pre- 
sded.  An  A(t  was  passed  providitg 
that  the  balance  of  any  grant  which 
might  be  made  by  Parliament  for 
the  use  of  his  Department,  urex- 
f  ended  at  the  end  of  the  financial  a  ear, 
should  not  be  sent  to  the  British  Treasury, 
tut  should  be  earmarked  for  the  benefit 
of  Ireland.  The  hon.  Grentleman's  pre- 
decessor interpreted  that  Act  in  another 
way,  and  instead  of  the  grant  being  an 
advantage  to  Ireland,  it  had  been  a 
disadvantage.  The  hon.  Gentleman's 
predecessor  seized  the  opportunity  of 
.  tarving  the  industries  which  ought  to 
have  been  encouraged  by  the  grant, 
broke  the  promise  -.  given  by  the  Depart- 
ment, and  accumulated  a  fund  which 
he  held  was  absolutely  illegal  and  had 
never  been  contemplated  by  the  House. 
The  hon.  Gentleman's  predecessor  in 
order  to  induce  the  urban  authorities 
in  Ireland  to  start  a  system  of  technical 
education  promised  that  if  they  would 
make  a  rate  for  that  purpose,  he  would 
out  of  the  funds  of  the  Department 
make  an  ecjuivalent  grant  to  the  amount 
raised  by  the  urban  authorities.  All 
over  Ireland  the  urban  authorities 
embarked  on  an  expenditure  for  technical 
education  and  struck  a  rate.  The  first 
year  the  j.rant  was  made  to  the  urbm 
authorities  towards  the  cost  of  erecting 
technical  schools,  but  in  the  followiig 
year,  after  the  urban  authorities  had 
again  struck  a  rate  and  applied  for  tlie 
equivalent    grant    out    of    the    monies 
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voted  by  this  House,  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man's predecessor  said  :  "  Oh  no  ;  we 
won't  give  you  the  money  this  year  for 
technical  education  ;  we  require  it 
for  something  else." 

Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  said  he  thought 
his  hon.  friend  was  misljaken.  The 
grant  for  technical  education  was  £55,000, 
and  that  sum  was  distributed  amongst 
the  urban  authorities ;  and  it  was  .  o 
distributed  now. 

Mr.  MOONEY  said  that  the  hon. 
Gentleman's  predecessor  sent  round  to 
the  local  authorities  in  Ireland  a  <  ircular 
in  which  he  said  that  the  technical 
education  committees  must  manage  to  do 
without  the  grant  that  year  as  he  was  not 
in  a  position  to  help  him  ;  although  he- 
had  formerly  promised  that  if  the  local 
authorities  established  a  rate  for  techni- 
cal education  he  would  give  them  an 
equivalent  grant. 

Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL:  Up  to  the 
amount  sanctioned  by  Parliament 

Mr.  MOONEY  said  he  did  not  think 
that  that  was  mentioned  in  the  circular. 
In  numberless  cases  the  urban  authoritie) 
did  strike  a  rate,  and  the  first  year  they 
did  get  an  equivalent  grant  from  the 
Department ;  but  in  the  next  year, 
after  having  again  struck  the  rate  and 
entered  into  contracts  which  they  could 
not  break,  they  were  told  that  they  could 
not  get  the  money,  which  went  to  a 
special  fund  amoimting  to  £600»000. 


Mr.  T.  W.  RUt^SELL  said  x\m\  tW  ^1 
was  not  so.  During  the  fir.it  two  yniri 
it  was  fo:md  inipo^ible  to  spend  ail  tbr 
money  which  Parliament  had  vot*^d,  Jtnd 
the  sums  so  accumulated  were  pot 
together  and  comstituted  a  re*crv<?  tmi 

Mr.  MOONEY  said  th^t  mi  iimU  th.> 
lion. Gentleman  had  more  knowWiffloftif'' 
working  of  the  Department  thanl^e  bd, 
but  he  did  not  think  he  was  fi<:\t  od  fltft_ 
question  of  fait,  became  wff  ^ 
ard  day  after  d^y,  he  ijut-i.j 
Fryce  on  this  subiftct.  and  tAii  I 
Gentleman  hi 
a  great  dii 
supplied  to  J 
in  the  official 
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fell  upon  them  under  the  Act,  and  he 
said  that  it  fell  very  largely  upon 
English  shoulders.  [Nationalist  Cries  of 
"  No."]  The  Vice-President  of  the  Irish 
Board  of  Agriculture  had  proceeded  to  say 
that  law  and  justice  cost  more  in 
Ireland  than  in  Scotland,  with  a  more  or 
less  identical  population.  That  was  so, 
but,  after  all,  the  large  expenditure 
on  police  in  Ireland,  as  compared  with 
Scotland,  was  to  a  great  extent  due  to  the 
agrarian  movement  and  to  the  difficulty 
of  protecting  a  large  number  of  people 
in  their  ordinary  avocations.  A  great 
number  of  the  police  were  at  this 
moment  engaged  in  protecting  men  whose 
lives  were  not  otherwise  safe.  Not  only  so ; 
but  the  Nationalist  Members  themselves 
were  in  need  o£  being  protected  by 
the  police.  The  Leader  of  the 
Nationalist  Party  himself  last  Sep- 
tember was  protected! by  the  police 
when  he  went  to  the'j  Mansion  House, 
and  the  Lord  Mayor  of  Dublin  called 
in  thirty  policemen  to  keep  order  in 
the  assembly.  After  all,  too,  there  was  a 
per  contra  in  regard  to  the  support  which 
Ireland  f  received  from  the  United 
Kingdom.  In  thirty  years  Ireland  had 
had  £135,000,000  of  money  from  the 
British  Exchequer.  What  would  have 
been  the  position  if  Ireland';had  had  to 
raise  that  money  from  her  own  resources  ? 
Would  they  have  been  able  to  raise  that 
money  as  cheaply  as  they  could  with 
British  security?  Had  not  British  se- 
curity been  a  valuable  asset  to  Ireland 
in  the  past  ?  He  said  that  the  Union 
had  saved  Ireland  far  more  money 
than  it  had  ever  cost  her.  After  all, 
however,  there  were  opportunities  for 
economy  in  the  administration  of  Irish 
afEairs,  and  he  ventured  to  think  that  if 
there  were  more  firmness  in  the  executive 
and  the  Government  were  less  squeez- 
able by  hon.  Members  below  the  gang- 
way, there  would  be  less  uncertainty  and 
turbulence,  and  great  saving  might  be 
effected.  That  uncertainty  in  Ireland 
cost  a  largo  amount  of  money,  not  only 
for  the  police,  but  for  the  disturbance 
of  the  trade  and  industry  of  the  country. 
Trade  and  industry  would  thrive  if  there 
were  more  certainty  in  the  application 
of  the  law.  The  Irish  people  had  done 
a /good  deal  to  endanger  their  most 
useful  trades,  those  of  agriculture  and 
cattle  raising,  and  he  thought  that  the 
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root  cause  of  the  difficulty  in  administer- 
ing Irish  affairs  was  that  Ireland  was 
now  governed  by  a  Ministry,  many 
members  of  which  did  not  believe  in  the 
system  they  were  called  upon  to  ad- 
minister; they  did  not  believe  in  the 
Union,  or  only  half  believed  in  it,  and 
the  consequence  was  that  there  was  an 
amount  of  indecision  and  vacillation 
which  accounted  for  much  of  the  ex- 
penditure of  the  country.  But  were 
there  prospect*  of  more  economy  under 
a  Nationalist  rule  than  there  were  imder 
the  present  rule?  He  thought  thej 
might  get  an  object  lesson  from  the  way 
in  which  economy  was  displayed  by  the 
Nationalist  municipality  of  Dublin.  The 
Sinn  Fein  of  14th  March,  1908,  said— 

"  On  a  city,  one-fourth  of  whose  population 
suffer  from  acute  distress  each  winter,  £7,600 
a  year  has  been  levied  by  the  BiU-promoten 
and  their  allies,  for  a  dozen  yean  past,  and 
£2,000  a  year  added  to  the  saliuries  of  overpaid 
ofiicids,  under  whose  administration  the  debt 
of  the  City  has  risen  to  £2,750,000,  and  the 
rates  stand  at  over  10s.  in  the  £,  paralysing 
industry,  and  thus  throwing  men  and  women 
out  of  employment  and  into  the  workhouse. 
Of  that  10s.  in  the  £  levied  on  the  direct  rate- 
payer by  the  Corporation,  and  levied  in  mt 
on  the  indirect  ratepayer,  only  1b.  6d.  ii  now 
available  for  the  upkeep  of  th«  City.  Tbe 
remainder  goes  to  pay  the  interest  on  the 
enormous  debt  which  burdens  the  Cily,  to  pay 
for  the  pauperism  which  the  debt  largely  cansefl, 
to  pay  for  a  police  force  over  which  the  dtiniis 
are  denied  any  control,  and  to  pay  salaries  to 
officials  at  a  rate  which  wealthy  England  does 
not  pay.  The  town  clerk  of  Dublin,  a  (Sty  of 
300,000  people,  draws  a  salary  of  £2,100  a  year. 
The  clerk  of  the  Ixmdon  Comity  Council 
governing  an  area  with  6,000,000  people, 
has  a  salary  of  £2,000  a  year.  If  he  were  paid 
at  the  rate  the  town  clerk  of  Dablin  is  paid, 
his  salary  would  approach  £50,000  a  year." 

That  was  the  sort  of  economy  they 
would  have  to  look  for  if  Ireland 
were  governed  by  the  Nationalist  Party. 

Mr.  T.  L.  COKBETT  (Down,  N.)  said 
that  his  hon.  friend  had  been  taunted 
with  being  a  Scotsman  sitting  for  an  Irish 
constituency.  If  the  hon.  Member  for 
Newry  was  an  average  Irishman  it  would 
be  an  excellent  thing  for  the  House  H 
there  were  a  few  more  Scotsmen  repre- 
senting Ulster.  The  Vice-President  of 
the  Agricultural  Department  of  Ireland 
had  introduced  into  the  debate  a  veiy 
violent  and  bitter  tone.  He  had  succeeded 
a  man  absolutely  dingle-minded  in  his 
Department :  a  man  who  shut  out  politics 
from  it  altogether  and  who  hid  never 
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shown  that  bitter  and  controversial 
spirit  ia  the  debates.  The  hon.  Member 
had  said  that  the  cost  of  police  in  Scotland 
was  £500,000  and  that  in  Ireland  it  was 
three  times  as  great.  Then  he  had  asked 
in  tragic  tones  "  What  does  it  mean."  He 
remembered  an  occasion  •  when  the  hon. 
Gentleman,  who  then  professed  a  different 
political  faith,  was  saved  from  an  attack 
by  an  ai^y  mob  and  knew  the  need  for 
effective  police  and  strip gant  administra- 
tion of  the  la  w  in  Ireland.  The  hon .  Mem- 
ber had  made  a  rather  hopeless  and  despair- 
ing  speech  declaring  that  before  any  hope 
for  Ireland  was  reached  Chief  Secretaries 
would  come  and  go.  He  gave  his  right  hon. 
friend  a  year  and  a  half  to  remain,  and  he 
then  said  he  would  leave  the  country 
without  having  solved  these  questions. 
Of  one  thing  they  might  be  quite  certain — 
that  whatever  happened  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man would  not  depart.  Whatever  Party 
was  in  power  they  would  always  find 
him  on  the  Treasury  bench  drawing  the 
emoluments.  The  hon.  Member  had 
taunted  Ulster  Members  with  not  being 
present  at  jthe  debate,  but  Ulster 
Members  he  ventured  to  say  did  more 
without  being  paid  for  it  than  the 
hon.  Member  had  ever  done.  When 
a  short  time  ago  a  Committee  was  ordered 
the  hon.  Member  himself  was  one  of  the 
absentees  and  did  not  come  into  the 
House.  The  taunt  which  he  threw  out 
was  not  deserved  by  the  Members  of  the 
Ulster  Party.  ^ 

Mr.  J.  P.  FARRELL  (Longford,  N.) 

Slid    there    were    two    points    in   one 

of  the   speeches  made  from  above  the 

gangway    which     struck    him    as    con- 

fiiting   each    other    in    their    urgumont. 

The  hon.  Member  for  North  Derry  had 

spoken  of  the  want  of  confidence  of  the 

people   of   Irel?.nd   and   their   investing 

their  savings  in  this  country  rather  than 

their  own,  and    he     had    taunted    the 

the  Nationalist  Members  witli  the  fact 

that    the    Irish    people    were    inves  ing 

their  money  on  this  si<l«»  of  the  Chn,nnel 

and  not  in  Ireland.     In  the  next  bro:ith, 

the    hon.  Member  ha  1  d\M^rc;l  that  the 

deposits  in  the  Savings  Banks  and  Joint 

Stock    Banks  were  millions    more    than 

they  were  ten  years  ago.    That  completely 

fefuted    the   argument    that    there    was 

any  lack  of  confidence  an) on*,'  the  ])eo])le 

t>f  Ireland,  and  proved  conclusively  that 

iUider  this  or  any  other  Oovernment  the 

E^sople  of  Ir:l-.nd  knn\   th  if  o^n  \niA- 
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ness  and  attended  to  it,  and  that  they 
were  not  losing  prosperity  as  was  alleged 
to  be  the  case  in  consequence  of  the  agita- 
tion now  going  on  in  the  country.  He 
rose  principally  to  call  attention  to  the 
cost  of  primary  education  in  Ireland# 
Figures  and  tables  had  been  read  to  show 
the  amounts  expended  upon  the  polic^, 
law  charges,  and  other  expenses 
of  Civil  administration  in  Ireland.  It 
was  a  most  extraordinary  thing  that 
the  amount  spent  on  police  was  almost 
equal  to  that  spent  on  education.  The 
hon.  Member  for  North  Derry  hid  referrec. 
to  the  speeches  made  by  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  for  Waterford,  and  the 
hon.  Member  for  East  Mayo,  comment- 
ing adversely  on  the  work  done  by  the 
technical  instruction  department,  had 
sugg  jsted  that  as  public  bodies  were  work- 
ing the  scheme  of  technical  education 
those  hon.  Members  did  not  represent  the 
views  of  Ireland  in  their  speeches.  The 
work  itself  might  be  such  as  to  com- 
mend itself  to  the  people  of  the  country, 
but  so  far  the  operations  of  the  Depart- 
ment in  Irel  md  had  been  disappointing, 
and  there  was  much  to  be  done. 
The  Vice-President  of  that  Department 
had  his  work  cut  out  to  undo  the  mis- 
chief which  had  been  done  by  his  pre- 
decessors in  Ireland.  The  country 
people  of  Ireland  had  no  confidence 
whatever  in  the  work  of  the  Department 
— neither  as  to  the  ability  nor  as  to  the 
scheme — which  had  done  nothing  per- 
manent for  the  benefit  of  the  people. 
The  hon.  Gentleman  had  spoken  of  a 
reserve  fund  of  £340,000.  There  should 
bs  no  reserve  fund,  there  was  plenty  of 
scope  for  the  work. 

Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL :  I  am  engaged 
in   dissipating  it. 

Mr.  J.  P.  FARRELL  said  that  the 
charges  of  the  hon.  Member  for  North 
Derry  therefore  fell  to  the  ground  so  far 
as  Ireland  was  coneerne<l.  In  his  opinion 
the  best  thing  the  Government  could  do 
wouM  be  largely  to  increase  the  Estimates 
for  primary  education  in  Ireland,  and  to 
turn  the  minds  of  the  teachers  in  Ireland 
to  the  imparting  of  better  knowledge 
to  the  people.  Forestry,  gardening, 
and  agriculture  should  be  as  much 
matters  to  be  imparted  by  the  teachers 
as  the  hMisiths  of  rivers  and  names  of 
foreijrn  coiuitries  which  those  people  were 
ncwr  likely  to  s».\     In  liiat  way  primary 
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education    might    be    made    useful    to 
Ireland. 

Viscount    CASTLEREAGH     (Maid- 
stone)   said  lie    rose    in    the    hope    of 
eliciting   something   from   the   Treasury 
oench    that    might    obviate     the    ex- 
travagant expenditure    in  Ireland.    He 
did   not    wish  to  import    party  feeling 
into    the    debate,    because    it    was    a 
matter  of  too  much  importance  to  be 
discussed  as  a  party  question.     Every- 
body would  agree  that  it  was  desirable 
to  put  a  stop  to  the  present  extravagant 
and  lavish  expenditure    in  Ireland.     He 
agreed  iip  to  a  certain  point  with  the  mover 
of  the  Motion,  but  he  had  to  take  a  diver- 
gent opinion    with  regard  to  the  latter 
portion  of  his  speech,  because  the  hon. 
Member  maintained  that  Home  Rule  was 
the  only  remedy  by  which  the  difficulty 
would  be  entirely  removed.     When  the 
hon.  Member  for  North  Tyrone  made  his 
speech,  however,  he  endeavoured  wherever 
he  could  to  raise  all  that  political  ani- 
mosity   which    Unionist    Members    had 
striven  to  allay.     Instead  of  endeavour- 
ing   to    suggest    anythmg    that    might 
be  done,  the  hon.  Member   had  said  he 
looked    on    the    matter    as    absolutely 
hopeless,  and   hurled   recriminations    at 
his  predecessors.     They  had  heard  that 
the  Motion  was  an  argument  for  Home 
Rule,  but  he  was  convinced  that  it  was  the 
strongest  argument  against  it,  because 
when   the  government    of    Ireland    was 
handed  over  to  the   people  of  Ireland, 
if  ever  it  was,  it  should  be  handed  over 
as  a  going  concern  and  not  in  the  condi- 
tion  in  which   as  he  understood  it  was 
at  the  present  time.       With  regard  to 
economy    he    was    in    entire    agreement 
with    the    mover    of   the    Motion.     As 
to  the  second  part  of  the  Motion,  which 
stated  that    the    expenditure   was    not 
distributed  in  such  a  way  as  to  promote 
national  well-being,  he  regretted  that  he 
could  not  express  himself  as  in  agreement 
with  it,   because  although  it  was  true 
that  the  money  was  voted  by  Parliament, 
the  Estimates  were  proposed  by  Irishmen, 
the  money  was  apportioned  by  Irishmen, 
and   what   was   more   the    work   which 
was  paid  for  by  this  money  was  done 
by  Irishmen.     The  hon.  Oentlenian  who 
proposed  the   Motion   complained   that 
too  much  money  was  spent.     After  all, 
the  people   who   benefited  by    the    cx- 
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penditure    were    the    Irisli.     He    main- 
tained  that  it   was  the   duty   of  any 
Government  in    power,    where    money 
was  too  lavishly  spent  in  Ireland,  to 
suggest   some   plan,    or   do   something, 
to  redress  the  wrong.     But   until  now 
the  only  solution  put  forward  had  been 
that    mentioned   by   the  mover  of  the 
Resolution,  namely,  that  if  there  were 
Home  Rule  in  Ireland  all  these  difficjlties 
and  evil  \  would  disappear.     With  regard 
to  the  question  of  taxation,  it  was  true 
that  it  had  increased  in  Ireland,  but 
it  was  equally  true  that  it  had  increased 
everywhere  else.  '  He  thought  that  they 
must  all  admit  that  taxation  would  go 
on  increasing  instead  of  decreasing,  but 
they  must  also  take  into  consideration 
the  wealth  of  the  country,  which  had  also 
increased.     The    railway    receipts    had 
increased  by  something  like  25  per  cent., 
and  deposits  in  joint  stock  and  savings 
banks  had  increased  to   a   very  large 
extent.    It    was    obvious,    if    taxation 
had  increased,  as  they  knew  perfectly 
well  it  had,  and  would  increase  in  the 
future,  that  they  should  set  off,  on  the 
other  side,  the  wealth  of  the  country, 
which  had  increased  constantly  in  pro- 
portion to  the  taxation  to   be   borne. 
In  reference  to  the  decrease  of  population 
referred  to  by  the  hon.  Member  below 
the  gangway,  and  so  constantly  lamented, 
he  was  one  of  those  who  believed  that 
at    the    present    moment    Ireland    was 
overpopulated.    ["  Oh."]    He  regretted 
it  very  much,  but  he  did  not  think  that 
Ireland  was  at  present  in  a  condition 
to  maintain  a  larger  population  than 
it  had  now.    He  was  very  sorry  for  it. 
But  the  population  which  had  disappeared 
from  Ireland  was  not  to  a  great  extent 
the  population  which  they  could  look 
to  as  contributors  to  the  Exchequer; 
it    was    rather    the    population    which 
would  have  been  more  or  less  a  charge 
on  the  Exchequer,  and  that  would  have 
been  a  disadvantage    to    the    country. 
From  the  various  speeches  which  they 
had    heard    one    would    imagine     that 
England  had  been  the  gainer  by  that. 
He     could    not    see     that     argument 
at    all.     It    was    a    long    time      since 
Enghuul     could     be     looked    upon     in 
any    sense    as    havuig   injured  Ireland. 
He  entirely  agreed  that  in  years  gone 
by  the  policy  of  England  was  not  cal- 
culated to  do  Ireland  any  good;    in  fact, 
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it  did  Ireland  a  very  great  deal  of  harm. 
But  since  those  days  England  had  cer- 
tainly wiped  out  any  deficiency  in  that 
respect,  and  all  that  had  been  done  by 
England  in  the  recent  past  had  been  for 
the  benefit  of  Ireland.  When  they 
looked  to  the  large  sums  of  money  ad- 
vanced, with  the  credit  of  England  at 
the  back  of  it,  he  for  one  could  not 
understand  why  hon.  Gentlemen  were  so 
anxious  to  have  everything  in  their 
own  hands,  because  it  meant  that  once 
they  established  Home  Rule  in  Ireland 
that  credit,  from  which  they  extracted 
BO  much  benefit  at  the  present  moment, 
would  be  gone  for  ever.  There  was  also 
the  question  of  primary  education,  on 
which  the  expenditure  was  certainly 
extravagant  and  of  an  unjustifiable 
character.  By  extravagant  he  meant 
that  the  number  of  schools  in  Ireland 
was  far  greater  for  a  smaller  number 
of  children,  than  was  the  case  in  Scot- 
land. It  seemed  extraordinary  that 
when  there  was  lack  of  efficiency  in 
primary  education,  thev  should  hear  so 
much  clamour  on  all  sides  for  secondary 
education  in  Ireland.  One  of  the  solu- 
tions, besides  the  redistribution  of  money 
which  the  hon.  Member  proposed,  was 
that  the  Royal  Irish  Constabulary  should 
be  reduced,  and  it  was  pointed  out,  in 
support  of  that  proposal,  that  there 
was  less  crime  in  Ireland.  It  was  per- 
fectly true  that  there  was  less  crime  in 
Ireland,  but  he  did  not  suppose  that  he 
would  be  entirely  wrong  if  he  drew  from 
that  the  analogy  that  the  less  crime  in 
Iraland  was  in  proportion  to  the  large 
force  of  Irish  Constabulary  maintained. 
He,  however,  did  not  want  to  draw  that 
analogy  at  all.  But  they  must  re- 
member that  the  Royal  Irish  Con- 
stabulary were  also  employed  as  excisi^ 
officers,  and  it  was  also,  perhaps,  a  very 
curious  coincidence  that  the  force  had 
been  increased  in  numbers  by  the  present 
executive.  He  did  not  believe  in  the 
conclusion  at  which  the  mover  of  the 
Resolution  had  arrivc^d,  thit  the  removal 
of  all  the  difficulties  of  which  they  com- 
plained would  be  p^'M-ted  by  the  c^rantinj,' 
of  Home  Rule.  He  did  not  believr 
that  that  would  prove  a  solution  in  any 
8?nse  ;  but  he  did  think  that  if  the  Gov- 
ernment set  themselves  to  discover-  - 
and  he  appealed  to  them  to  do  so — how 
it  was  that  a  great  deal  of  the  money 
was    allocated    in    an    extravagant    and 


useless  manner,  they  would  be  able 
to  remedy  the  present  state  of  affairs  in 
Ireland  by  causing  it  to  be  expended 
in  a  manner  advantageous  to  that 
country. 

Mr.  T.  p.  O'CONNOR  (Liverpool, 
Scotland)  said  the  speech  of  the  noble 
Lord  was  a  speech  which  filled  country- 
men of  his  with  curiously  mingled  feel- 
ings. There  were  parts  of  it  which 
showed  a  certain  amount  of  sympathy 
and  natural  feeling,  and  others  which 
betrayed  a  state  of  invincible  ignorance. 
They  had  heard  from  the  hon.  Member 
for  East  Tyrone  as  powerful  an  indict- 
ment of  British  government  in  Ireland 
as  had  ever  been  uttered  in  that  House. 
Oat  of  many  passages  he  singled  one 
which  attracted  his  attention  and  moved 
his  feelings.  It  was  the  passage  which 
the  hon.  Member  quoted  from  the 
Education  Inspector's  Report,  which 
described  a  school  in  the  north  of  Ire- 
land, he  believed  in  Belfast,  where  there 
was  rather  less  air  space  than  in  the 
Blrck  Hole  of  Calcutta.  Yet,  in  face 
of  that,  the  noble  Lord  said  that  the 
chief  fault  of  the  primary  education 
system  in  Ireland  was  its  extravagance. 
That  was  the  first  example  of  invincible 
ignorarce.  He  did  lot  know  anything 
more  tragic  in  history  than  the  emigra- 
tion from  Ireland.  With  a  population  re- 
du'^ed  by  one-half  in  half  a  century,  with 
all  the  misery  and  suffering  which  exile 
meant  to  an  Irishmr.n,  the  noble  Lord 
got  up  and  said  the  work  had  not  been 
sufficiently  completed,  and  that  Ireland 
wf.s  not  yet  sufficiently  empty.  He  was 
like  the  famous  divine,  who  said  that 
Irelr-nd  was  a  delightful  country  except 
for  its  people.  It  made  him  sad  to 
think  that  a  young  Irishman,  who  might 
be  serving  his  country — he  would  not 
say  like  his  ancestors,  because  that 
might  be  treading  on  delicate  ground — 
could  only  say  thrt  the  remedy  he  had 
to  offer  was  the  further  depletion  of  a 
population  which  rJrerdy  in  half  a 
century  had  been  diminished  by  one-half. 
The  noble  Lord  had  siiid  also  that  the 
FiStim.itos  wcro  nirdo  by  Irishman,  spent 
by  Irishmen,  and,  he  suggested,  voted 
by  Trishninn.  Let  him  look  at  the 
House.  Who,  if  the  Motion  were 
divided  upon,  would  vote  on  the 
(juestion  of  the  expenditure  in  Ire- 
land ?     Was    it   the    Irishmen,    was    it 
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even  the  Englishmen  who  had  listened  to 
the  debate  ?  No  ;  the  division  lobbies 
would  be  crowded  by  a  majority  of 
Englishmen  who  had  not  listened  to  a 
single  word  of  the  speeches.  He  must 
express  his  profound  regret  that  more 
English  Members  were  not  present  at 
the  debate.  He  did  not  want  to  com- 
plain on  that  point,  but  as  Englishmen 
were,  in  the  main,  the  people  responsible 
for  the  government  of  Ireland,  and  cs 
most  of  them,  by  the  circumstances  of 
their  lives  and  conditions,  knew  little 
of  the  state  of  Ireland,  they  might  it 
least  inform  their  minds  in  regard  to  the 
country  they  had  to  govern  by  list^nirg 
to  such  an  instructive  debate  as  thr.t 
now  proceeding.  He  noted  also  the 
absence  of  the  Ulster  Members.  He 
dared  say,  in  view  of  the  Motion  to  be 
debated  on  Monday,  these  Gentlemen 
had  other  and  more  agreeable  occupr.- 
tions  to  divert  their  attention  from 
that  House.  But  if  the  debate  had 
been  on  the  question,  not  of  saving, 
but  of  coercing  Ireland,  the  Unionist 
benches  would  have  been  crowded  by 
an  excited  and  enthusiastic  audience, 
ready  to  contribute  their  share  towards 
the  disparagement  of  the  character  of 
the  country.  What  had  been  proved 
that  evening  ?  He  put  it  to  the  Chief 
Secretary  that  they  could  have  alien 
government  which  was  cheap  and  effi- 
cient. There  were  portions  of  the 
British  Empire  where  alien  government 
was  cheap  and  still  efficient,  and  there 
were  other  parts  of  the  world  where 
alien  government  was  cheap  and  efficient. 
He  did  not  know  of  a  more  successful 
Government  in  the  world  than  the 
Government  of  Bosnia  and  Herzego\'ina 
by  Austria,  whose  administration  had 
certainly  been  both  cheap  and  efficient. 
He  was  not  sure  whether  a  large  number 
of  Englishmen  were  of  opinion  that, 
though  the  g.)vernment  of  England  in 
Ireland  mitjht  be  unpopular  and  mi<»ht 
be  called  alien,  still  it  had  the  dis- 
tinguishing niirka  of  purity,  cleapness 
and  efficiency,  which  they  regarded  «s 
belonging  to  British  government  in  all 
parts  of  the  world.  The  curious  thing 
was  that  government  in  Ireland 
was  dear,  corrupt,  and  inefficient. 
The  intellifrence  of  the  Irish  peopb 
was  admitted  by  every  other  race 
in    the    world.     He    rould    speak    with 
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some  feeling  and  experience  on  this 
subject.  When  he  was  a  young  student 
in  Galway  College  he  saw  a  sight  which 
could  be  seen  in  no  part  of  the  British 
dominions  outside-  Ireland  and  Scot- 
land. He  saw  the  children  of  the 
poorest  of  the  poor,  the  sons  of  laun- 
dresses, getting  education  as  mediciil  men 
and  going  out  into  the  world  and  getting 
positions  in  which  they  could  earn  an 
excellent  living.  That  showed  the 
necessity  of  education  for  the  people 
of  Ireland.  Yet  in  face  of  that 
they  had  the  tragic  feature  of  schools 
without  fires,  children  without  air, 
teachers  without  adequate  salaries. 
They  had  education  in  a  lower  and 
meaner  and  less  endowed  position  in  a 
country  that  had  only  education  to  look 
to  than  in  any  other  part  of  the  British 
dominions,  and  side  by  side  with  the  poor 
fireless  school  house  was  a  white-washed, 
opulent,  well  paid  police  barracks.  That 
was  not  the  only  tragic  contrast  of  Irish 
life.  In  the  eighteenth  century  when 
there  was  an  Irish  Parliament — he  heard 
an  hon.  Gentleman  above  the  gangway 
repeat  the  words  "  eighteenth  c«ntuiy  " 
by  which  he  assumed  he  meant  he  was 
going  a  long  way  back  to  find  a  grievance 
for  Ireland.  The  fact  was  that  Qiey  were 
still  governed  in  Ireland  on  eighteenth 
century  methods. 

Sir  F.  BANBURY :  I  am  not  sure  that 
I  should  not  like  to  see  England  governed 
in  the  same  way. 

Mr.  T.  p.  O'CONNOR  said  that  now 
they  knew  where  they  were.  The  only 
fault  he  had  to  find  with  that  expression  of 
opinion  by  the  hon.  Baronet  was  that  he 
did  not  take  the  opportunity  of  revealing 
it  on  the  platform  at  Peckham  during  the 
recent  election.  He  was  sure  it  would 
have  helped  the  electors  of  what  was  once 
his  constituency  to  a  proper  appreciation 
of  Moderate  and  Tory  policy.  What  he 
was  saying  was  that  in  the  eighteenth 
century  there  was  a  financial  arrange- 
ment by  which  any  job  that  was  too  crude 
for  even  eighteenth  centuij  England,  the 
paradise  of  the  hon.  Baronet,  should 
be  put  upon  Ireland.  If  a  bidiop  not 
considered  sufficiently  worihv  for  high 
prelatical  position  in  England  had  to  be 
provided  for,  he  was  sent  to  Ireland.  If 
an  official  not  sufficiently  free  from  the 
then  rather  prevalent  taint  of  peculation 
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was  too  corrupt  even  for  eighteenth 
centuiy  England — ^too  strong  for  the 
digestion  of  England — ^he  was  sent  to 
Ireland.  Nay,  if  members  of  the  fair  sex 
whose  career  had  been  adventurous 
rather  than  edifying  were  found  rather 
too  unacceptable  claimants  for  the 
bounty  of  the  treasury  of  England,  they 
were  placed  upon  the  exchequer  of  Ire- 
land. That  was  the  eighteenth  century 
83rBtem  in  Ireland  which  the  hon.  Baronet 
would  like  to  see  extended  to  modern 
England. 

Sir  F.  BANBURY :  In  the  City  of 
London  we  have  no  experience  of  ladies 
of  that  kind. 

Mb.  T.  p.  O'CONNOR  said  they  all  knew 
that  the  City  of  London  was  absolutely 
free  from  the  taint  or  even  the  sus- 
picion of  any  dealings  not  in  absolute 
accordance  with  the  Ten  Commandments. 
But  what  was  the  twentieth  century 
system  ?  Now  gentlemen  of  good  family 
and  defective  intelligence  foimd  them- 
sdves  without  anything  to  do.  A  job 
was  immediately  found  for  them  in  the 
official  hierarchy  of  Ireland.  There  were 
two  twin  instruments  of  government  in 
Ireland,  and  he  was  not  certain  that  he 
did  not  dislike  the  second  more  than 
the  first.  The  first  was  repression  by 
superior  force.  The  second,  and  to  some 
extent  the  more  effective,  was  the  corrup- 
tion of  the  intellect  of  Ireland.  He  was 
not  allowed  to  discuss  the  salaries  of  some 
of  the  high  officials  in  Ireland,  notably, 
of  the  Judges.  If  he  was  he  would  be 
compelled  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  the  fact  that  whereas  in  England 
elevation  to  the  Bench  nearly  always 
meant  to  a  barrister  a  diminution  of 
income,  in  Ireland  it  nearly  always  meant 
an  augmentation,  sometimes  the  doubling 
of  his  income.  Going  all  through  the 
course  of  official  life  in  Ireland  they 
found  the  same  thing — innumerable  cases 
of  bloated  salaries  and  of  the  hideous 
temptation  that  a  rich  country  could  offer 
to  a  poor  country,  with  the  additional 
wrong  that  the  money  and  the  bribe  were 
given,  not  from  the  purse  of  the  rich 
nation,  but  from  the  purse  of  the  poor 
impoverished  nation.  As  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  East  Tyrone  had  pointed 
out,  the  money  thus  extra vao[antly 
spent  was  not  English  money.  It  was 
Irish  money.     If  it  were  En^hsh  money 


it  would   be    at   least    an  excuse  that 
it  came  from  a  rich  country  and  in  some 
respects  at  least  from  the  richer  classes. 
The  aggravation  of  the  evil  was  that  the 
expenditure  came  not  only  from  the  poor 
country  but  from  the  poorest  of  the  poor 
in   the   poor   country,    because   indirect 
taxation  in  Ireland  bore  a  proportion  to 
direct  taxation  almost  the  converse  of  the 
proportion  in  England.    In  England  the 
taxation  was  to  a  large  extent  paid  by  the 
rich.    In  Ireland  it  was  paid  to  the  extent 
of  73  per  cent,  by  the  poor.     One  of  the 
things    they    constantly    heard    about 
Ireland  was  that  the  poor  people  drank 
too  much  tea,  and  so  they  did.     Too  much 
tea  was  drunk  among  the  poor  in  all  parts 
of  the  world.     They  drank  too  much  tea 
in   Whitechapel,   in  St.   Giles's,   and  in 
parts  of  Glasgow.     Why  did  they  do  it  ? 
Because  tea    was    food,   and    the  over* 
consumption  of  tea  was  a  proof  not  of 
the  extravagance  of  the  poor  but  of  the 
poverty  of  the  poor,  who  sought  in  tea 
not  only  the  stimulus  that  it  gave  but  the 
food  for  which  it  was  a  substitute ;  and 
when  they  put  these  two  pictures  into 
juxtaposition — the  official  in  Dublin  pay- 
ing an  occasional  visit  to  the  office  of  the 
Board  of  Agriculture  and  spending  the 
remainder   of  the   day  in  a   charitable 
discussion  of  the  affairs  of  Ireland  in  the 
smoking-room  of  the  Kildare  Street  Club 
— the  unnecessary  and  the  over-paid  on 
the  one  side,  and  the  poverty-stricken 
peasant  of  Mayo  on  the  other,  who  was 
paying  for  them,  they  had  as  strong  a 
condemnation  of  English  rule  in  Ireland 
as  they  could  have  of  the  rule  of  any 
country.     What  was  the  remedy  ?     The 
noble  Lord  proposed  that  they  should 
have  an  investigation.     He  must  note, 
and  he  commended  it  to  the  attention  of 
the  Chief  Secretary  as  a  significant  fact 
in  the  debate,  that  all  parties  who  had 
been   represented  had  agreed  that  the 
expenditure    of    Ireland    was    excessive. 
That  was  an  important  fact.     He  thought 
it  extravagant  and  wasteful.     If  he  was 
not  mistaken  it  was  the  first  time  they 
had  had  the  fact  admitted  by  the  uni- 
versal assent  of  all  parties  in  Ireland. 
If  the  expenditure  in  Ireland  was  wasteful 
and  extravagant  they  must  find  a  remedy* 
What  was  the  remedy — investigation  by 
a  new  Royal  Commission  ?     Let  them  not 
talk  to  Irishmen  about  a  Royal  Commis- 
sion upon  Irish  expenditure.     They  had 
had  their  experience    on    that    subject. 
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More  than  a  dozen  years  ago  a  Royal  Com- 1 
mission  consisting  of  Englishmen  had  j 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  Ireland  was 
overtaxed  by  £3,250,000  a  year,  and  the 
only  result  was  that  over-taxation  had  j 
increased  and  gone  on  ever  since  that  day.  ; 
So  they  did  not  want  any  more  Royal  , 
Commissions.  They  knew  that  their  ver-  ' 
diets  were  ignored  by  Parliament.  What 
was  the  use  of  reducing  expenditure  in 
Ireland  ?  As  the  hon.  Member  for  Soiflh 
Tyrone  had  said,  it  was  Ireland's  loss  for 
England's  gain.  Their  complaint,  let  it  be 
observed,  was  not  so  much  that  England 
gained  and  Ireland  lost  by  this  old 
system,  but  that  both  England  and 
Ireland  lost,  because  whenever  the 
taxation  of  the  United  Kingdom  was 
increased,  England  did  not  gain  any- 
thing by  it,  for  if  there  was  £1,000,000 
increase  on  the  Imperial  taxation  there 
was  £2,000,000  increase  on  Irish  taxa- 
tion. There  was  only  one  remedy  for 
it.  They  must  give  the  expenditure  of 
Irish  money  and  the  economising  of 
Irish  money  to  the  Irishmen  concerned. 
They  alone  would  have  the  necessary  in- 
terest, knowledge,  and  responsibility,  and 
until  that  day  came  he  regarded  as  futile 
and  absurd  any  other  means  of  bringing 
the  condition  of  Ireland  into  that  of  a 
really  well-governed  country. 

*Mr.  VERNEY  (Buckinghamshire,  N.) 
said  there  was  one  point  which  struck 
him  in  the  remarks  of  the  last  speaker. 
He  referred  to  education,  and  he  thought 
that  the  hon.  Member  would  perhaps 
have  indicated  some  practical  reform,  and 
have  made  some  reference  to  a  country 
where  there  were  many  Irishmen  at 
the  present  moment — he  referred  to 
the  United  States  and  Canada,  where 
they  had  adopted  for  education  a  con- 
solidation scheme  in  connection  with 
their  schools,  which  was  doing  an  enor- 
mous amount  of  good,  and  which  might 
.be  applied  with  advantage  to  this  country. 
What  he  alluded  to  was  the  system  of 
consolidation  of  schools  in  Massachusetts 
and  in  Canada,  whereby  the  children 
were  reaping  all  the  advantages  of  large 
schools  with  a  great  ec  onomy  of  labour 
and  a  diminution  of  expense.  The 
organising  secretary  for  the  county  of 
Buckinghamshire  had  lately  returned  from 
the  United  States  and  Canada  full  of  the 
scheme  in  operation  there.  That  system 
was  givinir  to  the  teachers  the  greatest 
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opportunity  for  the  use  of  their  powers 
in   encouraging  their   pupils,    and  pro- 
viding the  children  with  those  oppor- 
tunities which  could  alone  be  given  in 
big    schools:    beautiful    buildings,    and 
splendid  playgrounds,  with  all  the  ad- 
vantages of  co-operation  and  consoUda- 
tion   which   had    been   so    marvellously 
shown  in  Ireland  in  quite  another  field 
of    operation.     As    Ireland    had    taken 
the  lead  and  taught  them  a  lesson  in 
agricultural  consolidation  and  co-opera- 
tion, so  in  education  also  it  was  possible 
that  she  might  teach  them  a  lesson.    In 
a  country  which  was  sparsely  populated, 
and   where  the   advantages   of  consoli- 
dation and  co-operation  in  educational 
matters  would  have  such  valuable  re- 
sults, was  it  not  possible  that  the  abiUtv, 
the  imaginative  power,  and  the  power 
of    cre3,tion    in    the    sister    isle    would 
rapidly  bring  the  educational  system  of 
Ireland   to    an   entirely   different   level 
from  that  at  which  it  stood  to-day  ?    He 
hoped  to  see  the  principle  of  co-operation 
and    consolidation    applied    in    Ireland, 
t  Although  £70,000  a  year  was  spent  in 
'  Massachusetts  in  conveying  childrcnback- 
'  wards  and  forwards  to  the  large  schools, 
;  yet   economy  and  actual   reduction  of 
expenditure  had  been  produced  by  the 
I  system,  and  that  was  something  which 
,  the  Americans  and  the  Canadians  them- 
'  selves  had  hardly  anticipated.   Those  facts 
[  and    figures    might    be    confirmed   and 
thoroughly  proved  and  tested,  and  the 
i  success  of  that  system  would  shortly  he 
common  knowledge.    He  knew  nothing 
of  the  political  question  as  it  affected 
agricultural    advance    in    Ireland,    but 
he  knew  that  in  England  they  were  often 
,  pointing  to  the  Irish  power  of  combina- 
tion  for  the  purpose  of  inspiring   the 
I  English  people  in   the  same    direction. 
I  He  hoped  that  during  the  coming  years 
they  would  be  able  in  this  country  to 
do  as  nmch  in  the  way  of  consolidating 
and  co-operating  their  agricultural  and 
educational  systems  to  the  advantage  of 
the  whol3  community  as  had  undoubtedly 
been  done  by  thc.r  Irish  brethren  across 
the  seas. 

The  CHIEF  SECRETARY  for 
1  IRELAND  (Mr.  Birrbll,  Bristol,  N.) : 
I  am  sure  no  one  will  deny  that  the 
subject  brought  forward  by  the  Resolu- 
tion is  one  of  great  importance,  and  it 
was  introduced  in  a  speech  of  remarkable 
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ability,  which  fully  deserved  the  en- 
comium generously  passed  upon  it  by  the 
right  hon.  Grentleman  the  Member  for 
South  Dublin.  The  Chief  Secretaries  for 
Ireland  have  not  cut  a  very  heroic 
figure  in  this  debate,  and  the  House  has 
been  assured  that  two  or  three  months 
is  quite  sufficient  to  have  exhausted  all 
their  vitality.  We  are  also  given  to 
understand  that  they  are  capable 
of  nothing  except  occasional  jobs.  I 
am  the  last  man  in  the  world  to  magnify 
my  office  ;  I  would  much  rather  be  put 
under  a  microscope  than  exposed  to  a 
magnifying  glass.  But  as  I  have  ten 
living  predecessors,  I  am  bound  to  say  on 
.  their  behalf  that,  after  all,  during  the 
short  period  in  which  they  hold  office 
they  are  not  altogether  left  alone,  and 
that  at  all  events  there  are  persons 
in  Ireland  who  think  them  of  quite 
sufiScient  importance  to  pay  very  marked 
attention  to  them,  and  even  occasionally 
to  ask  something  of  them.  It  is  a  little 
difficult  to  separate  this  Resolution  into 
its  component  parts.  In  the  middle 
of  the  Resolution  there  is  wedged  in  a 
good  substantial  bit  of  Home  Rule,  and 
with  that  part  of  the  Resolution  I  entirely 
concur,  for  I  at  all  events  have  no  diffi- 
culty in  that  matter.  With  regard  to 
some  of  the  other  questions  raised,  a  little 
investigation  might  perhaps  reveal  that 
the  case  of  the  Irish  administration  is 
not  quite  so  bad  as  is  made  out.  I  am 
satisfied  that  no  person,  to  whatever 
party  he  belongs,  will  maintain  that  the 
mode  of  Irish  administration  is  a  good 
and  sound  one,  that  it  is  efficient  and 
economical,  or  that  it  gives  any  real 
Mtisfaction  to  any  portion  of  the  Irish 
people.  Nobody  likes  it  or  has  much 
coi^dence  in  it,  and  no  person  who  has 
been  called  on  to  administer  it  has 
ever  really  spoken  a  good  word  for  it. 
Some  may  say  that  it  is  better  than  Home 
Rule,  but  it  is  rather  a  lamentable 
state  of  things  that  after  all  these  years 
of  the  Union  the  most  that  anybody 
can  say  for  the  administratiou  is  that  it  is 
not  efficient,  that  it  is  extravagant,  and 
does  not  give  satisfaction,  but  that  it  is 
at  all  events  better  than  it  would  be 
if  the  task  of  spending  their  own  money 
were  entrusted  to  the  people  themselves. 
The  hon.  Member  for  East  Tyrone 
pleaded  for  clean,  honest,  and  efficient 
administration.  Surely  that  is  what  we 
all  long  and  look  for,  but  we  certainly 


have  not  yet  got  it,  at  all  events  on  the 
economical  side,  and  we  are  at  a  loss  to 
know  how  the  resources  of  Ireland  should 
best  l>e  ministered  to  and  husbanded. 
It  has  been  said  that  there  are  some 
cheerful  symptoms.  I  am  glad  to  think 
that  even  the  cattle  trade  is  thriving. 
I  am  glad  to  believe  that  the  deposits 
in  banks  are  increasing,  although  that 
is  not  a  very  good  sign  of  commercial 
prosperity.  •  If  people  can  do  nothing 
better  with  their  money  than  put  it  into 
a  bank  at  a  very  low  rate  of  interest  in 
order  to  allow  the  bank  and  their  share- 
holders to  earn  some  15  or  16  per  cent., 
that  cannot  be  taken  as  proof  of  com- 
mercial prosperity,  but  rather  of  the  lack 
of  investment  for  people  who  have  been 
able  to  save  a  little  money.  Quite 
irrespective  of  those  features,  we  have 
only  to  look  at  the  Revenue  Returns  to 
see  how  poor  is  the  country.  The  total 
revenues  collected  for  1906-7  are 
£11,399,000,  of  which  £8,000,000  is  de- 
rived from  Customs  and  Excise.  The 
hon.  Member  for  the  Scotland  Division 
of  Liverpool  has  drawn  attention  to  he 
fact  that  the  poor  in  Ireland  drink  large 
quantities  of  tea,  and  smoke  many 
ounces  of  tobacco.  That,  in  my 
opinion,  is  proof  of  the  inadequacy 
of  their  sustenance  and  not  of  the 
extra  vangance  of  their  taste.  The 
income-tax  which  produces  in  Eng- 
land over  £28,000,000,  produces  in  Ire- 
land only  £999,000.  Therefore,  we  have 
in  Ireland  a  country  whose  revenue  is 
derived  from  indirect  taxation  upon 
articles  which  must  be  described  as 
articles  not  of  luxury,  but  of  prime 
necessity.  In  these  circumstances  it  is 
perfectly  fair  to  say,  whatever  hon.  Mem- 
bers may  allege  to  the  contrary,  that 
Ireland,  being  a  poor  country,  unhappi'y 
for  her  ecofiomic  peace  of  mind — what- 
ever political  benefits  she  may  derive — 
is  damnified  by  being  so  closely 
associated  with  a  country  of  such 
expensive  tastes  as  England.  I  know 
of  nothing  in  private  life  more  disadvan- 
tageous to  a  poor  min  than  to  have  rich 
relatives.  I  am  a  poor  man,  but  I  f-m 
glad  to  say  I  have  no  rich  relatives,  end 
consequently  I  have  b3en  able  to  fix  my 
own  habits  and  live  my  own  life.  A 
poor  man  with  rich  relatives  feels  bound, 
especially  if  he  b 3  of  a  sanguine  disposi- 
tion, to  launch  into  extravagances  wholly 
destructive   of   his   peace  of  mind  and 
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calculated  to  drive  liiiii  into  the  Bank- 
ruptcy Court.  A  rich  relative  makes 
you  a  present  of  a  motor-car,  saying  it 
is  charming  to  run  down  to  Brighton, 
to  lunch  at  the  Hotel  Metropole,  and  to 
get  back  in  time  for  dinner.  But  you 
soon  find  that  a  few  such  runs  and  a  few 
such  luncheons,  and  the  expenses  of 
chauffeur  and  petrol,  and  things  of  that 
kind — not  to  speak  of  dangers  by  the 
way — are  sufficient  in  twelve  months  to 
wholly  upset  your  standard  of  life  and 
destroy  your  peace  of  mind.  There- 
fore, hon.  Gentlemen  from  Ireland  are 
perfectly  justified  in  saying,  "  We  cannot 
83e  the  advantage  of  being  called  upon 
to  contribute  such  heavy  taxation  for 
purposes  which  do  us  no  particular  good. 
They  might  do  us  good  if  we  were  as  rich 
as  you  are,  but  if  you  are  not  prepared 
to  supplement  us  we  object  very  much 
to  be  taxed  on  the  same  footing  as  your- 
selves. We  do  not  want  such  things. 
We  are  unable  to  share  in  these  heavy 
expenses  ;  and  consequently  we  have 
to  deny  ourselves  those  glories  which  are 
so  dear  to  the  British  mind."  That  is 
a  perfectly  fair  and  legitimate  argument. 
Therefore,  if  you  put  this  question  upon 
g3neral  grounds,  I  think  there  is  a  good 
deal  to  be  said  for  many  of  the  term.s  of 
the  Resolution. 

But  when  wc  come  to  criticise  the 
details,  when  we  call  attention,  for 
example,  to  the  excessive  cost  of  the 
administrationof  the  various  Departments 
for  which  I  am  responsible,  there  are  f. 
few  facts  which  ought  not  to  be  over- 
lookwl.  Take  the  case  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board.  Sometimes  the  figures  cf 
the  Local  Government  Board  are  com- 
parer] with  that  of  the  corresponding 
Ijoard  in  England,  but  you  must  remem- 
b'rr  th'it  in  Ireland  you  have  assigned 
to  th';  Local  Government  Board  all  the 
work -the  most  important  and  beneficial 
work — r;oiinrcted  with  your  labourers' 
'  '  I  ai'fs  and  meciicfil  ohaiities  Acts. 
'I'll':  work  in  connection  with  the 
j;ro virion  of  lubourers'  cottages  and 
*}i«r  j-dnjiriistnjtion  of  the  Medical 
i'h'.'.n^ii'.^  Ar-t  take  £.'i4,(KM)  out  of  the 
Si^lM)^)  wliirb  is  till*,  cost  of  that  Depnrt- 
rr-tMit.  I  do  not  think  anybody  will  dis- 
j^ijir^  that  the  liiibourers  Act  has  been 
i-ijorrnonsly  bent^ficial  to  Ireland.  I 
know  of  nothing  in  my  experiences  of 
Jn'land  whirrh  j.'ivcs  me  more  profound 
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satisfaction   than  the   springing  up  all 
over   the    country   of   these    admirable 
cottages.    I  have  also  noticed  that  the 
Irish  people,  who  have  very  often  been 
accused  of  living  in  a  sort  of  heathenish 
state,  have  already  shown  a  taste  for 
cottage  decoration,  and  for  cleanly  and 
even  beautiful  homes,  which  is  calculated 
to  make  every  right-thinking  man  very 
joyful.     But    these    labourers'   cottages 
cost  money,  largely  owing  to  legal  ex- 
penses,  which   are  the  curse  of  every 
country.     The  district  councils  have  to 
make  bargains  for  the  purchase  of  the 
land.    The   land   has   to   be  inspected, 
and  consequently  the  army  of  inspectors 
which  is  the  despair  of  all  economists,  has 
had  to  be  very  largely  increased.    If  we 
would  act  in  the  spirit  of  the  revolation 
which  was  the  outcome  of  that  century  so 
dear  to  the  heart  of  the  hon.  Baronet  the 
Member  for  the  City  of  London,  we  could 
do  things  more     economically.    But  in 
Ireland  we  are  a  people  of  law  and  order. 
There  is  more  respect  shown  for  property 
in  Ireland  than  in  many  other  parts  of 
the  Empire.    You  can  get  nothing  in 
Ireland    without    paying    for    it— aye, 
without  paying  through  the  nose  for  it 
As  President  of  the  Local  Ch>yemmait 
Board,  I  know,  and  it  is  my  duty  to 
know,   the  price  that  has  to  be  paid 
for  every  acre  of  land  upon  which  a 
cottage  is  built ;     and  I  say  it  is  an 
extravagant  price,   and  a  price  whicli 
ought   to   be    moot   gratifying  to  the 
mind  of  the  Member  for  the  City  of 
London  who  likes  eveiybody  to  be  paid 
for    what    he    has    to  seiL    He  miy 
rest  perfectly  assured  that  eveiybody  in 
Ireland   who   parts   with   his  property 
is  b^ing  paid  its  fall  valae,  and  nther 
more  than  its  full  value.    Bat,  as  I  tu 
saying,  it  is  only  fair  to  remember  that 
this  Local  Government  Board  has  im- 
posed upon  it  the  task  of  working  the 
Labourers  Act  at  a  cost  of  £26,500  a  year, 
and  it  is  not  to  be  blamed  for  having 
been  obliged  to  increase  this  army  oi 
inspectors.    We  do  not  want  this  army 
of  inspectors,   bat  as  my  hon.  friend 
has   already   pointed  ont,   you  rannot 
build  20,000  kboaren'  cottages  on  fittk 
bits  of  land  scattered  all  over  Ireland 
without  inspection,  without  a  great  deal  of 
the  red  tape  which  we  all,  at  the  bottom 
of  our  hearts,  deploze,  Imt  from  "^^ 
none  of  us'are  'able  to  extricate  omseh^ 
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t  is  just  the  same  with  the  Land 
'ommission.  It  is  impossible  to  carry 
at  the  beneficent  work  contemplated 
y  the  right  hen.  Grentleman  the  Member 
ar  Dover  without  inspection  unless  you 
re  prepared  to  act  on  revolutionary 
principles,  which  we  all  abhor.  In 
hanging  the  land  of  the  country  to  the 
ceup3ring  tenants  you  must  have  an 
rmy  of  inspectors  in  order  to  protect 
property  and  secure  payments  and  carry 
»ut  all  the  details,  not  of  a  revolutionary 
iroceeding,  but  of  a  quiet  City  of  London 
proceeding.  I  regret  that  they  have  to  be 
laid,  but  I  am  not  at  all  sure  that  they 
ire  paid  too  much.  Their  cost  totals 
ip  to  a  large  figure.  They  are  a  terrible 
mrden,  and,  what  is  worse  even  than  the 
mrden,  they  do  occasion,  in  the  exercise 
)i  their  excellent  work,  great  delay, 
rhich  is  a  matter  of  extreme  irritation 
o  both  landlord  and  tenant.  I  know 
lothing  that  is  more  irritating,  more 
endangering  to  the  peace  of  the  country, 
nore  injuring  to  the  beneficent  work 
i^hich  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Ifember  for  Dover  had  in  view,  than  the 
lelay  which  has  taken  place  in  carrying 
mt  contracts  and  agreements  come  to 
[>etweeen  landlord  and  tenant.  [Ai 
ffoN.  Member  :  Why  do  you  not 
ind  the  money  ?]  The  money  will 
i)e  found  when  the  work  has  been  done. 
Fhc  delay  has  not  been  occasioned  by 
the  Treasury  refusing  the  money.  I  do 
not  say  that  the  Treasury  may  not  have 
%  certain  sinister  pleasure  of  late  years 
in  seeing  the  difficulties  in  our  way. 
VHienever  a  contract  has  been  com- 
pleted the  Treasury  has  never  yet 
refused  to  supply  the  money.  I  am 
explaining  these  two  things — the 
Labourers  Act  and  the  Medical  Charities 
Act — as  something  which  the  Local 
Government  Board  in  England  has  not 
g)t  to  do,  and  it  is  only  fair  to  remember 
tiat  you  mnst  deduct  a  large  sum  from 
the  Estimate  which  appears  on  our 
Papers  as  the  charge  for  this  Board. 

I  fully  appreciate  what  the  lion. 
Member  said  about  the  number  of 
officials  in  Ireland.  I  do  not  think 
you  can  get  out  of  the  figures  that  he 
pre83nted  to  the  House.  But  at  the 
same  time  you  have  got  to  bear  in  mind 
that  you  are  doing  things  in  Ireland 
which  you  are  not  doing  to  a  like  extent 
in  Scotland,  and  which  you  are  not  doing 
at  all  in  England,  and  that  these  things 


cannot  be  done  without  employing  per- 
sons.    The    Local    Government    Board 
have,  in  this  matter  of  Poor  Law  relief 
and  the  like — I  do  not  know  whether 
it  is  a  good  thing  or  a  bad — a  much 
more  inquisitorial  authority,  and  a  num- 
ber   of    multifarious    duties    which    do 
involve  the  employment  of  a  great  staff 
of    inspectors.     I    do    not    think    it    is 
altogether  fair — in  fact,  it  is  most  unfair 
— to    say   that    the    administration    for 
which  I  or  any  of  my  predecessors  have 
been  responsible  is  a  corrupt  administra- 
tion because  of    the  fact  that  we  had 
to  create  and  appoint  all  these  officials. 
I  daresay  that  we  have  often  appointed 
the  wrong  people ;     but.  Heaven  help 
us,  how  could  we  avoid  it  ?     I  am  quite 
sure  that  all  my  predecessors,  as  myself, 
have  had  only  one  desire  in  this  matter, 
and  that  has  been  to  choose  the  person 
who,  at  all  events,  would  give  us  the 
least  trouble,  and  discharge  the  duties 
of  his  office  with  honesty  and  efficacy. 
Though  there  may  be  a  certain  number 
of  lazy  and  incompetent  persons,   I  do 
not    believe    that    the    number    is    one 
fraction    larger    than    the    number    in 
England    or    Scotland     My    own    ex- 
perience of  them  is  that,  although  most 
of  them  were  glad  to  get  the  job,  and, 
perhaps,  would  not  have  known  where- 
else  to  get  so  good  a  job,  once  they  have 
gQt  the   job,   they  have   devoted   their 
time  and  their  energy,  with  some  excej)- 
tions   I   dare   say,   to   the   discharge  of 
their   duties.     As   to    salaries,  those   of 
the  Irish  Civil  servant  are  smaller  than 
those   of  his   brother  in   England,   and 
that  sometimes  is  made  a  little  bit  of 
an    Irish    grievance.     There    are    clerks 
in  the  Office  over  which  I  preside  who 
do   duties  precisely  of  the   same   kind 
as  clerks  in  the  English  Home  Office, 
for    example,    and    they    are    not    paid 
anything  like  the  same  salaries  as  their 
corresponding       brothers       are       here. 
I  really  do   nob   think,  when  you  come 
to  deal  economically  with    this    thing, 
although  you  may  be  able  to  reduce,  in 
time,  your  army  of   commissioners  and 
inspectors,  that  you  will  be  able  to  work 
much     reduction     upon    their    salaries. 
"  Salaries  of  Judges  "  is  happily  out  of 
order.     I  would  like  to  say  a  word  upon 
the  vexed  question  of  police.     I  do  not 
know  whether  the  figures  have  been  given 
to    the    House    precisely    in    the    form 
I  will  give  them,   but  I  think  it  will  be 
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worth  the  while  of  hon.  Members  to  get 
them    into    their    heads.     In    England 
and    AValcrt   in    1905-6   the   gross  total 
('i)st  of   police,   including  pensions,   was 
£6,043,470  ;   the  Exchequer  contribution 
was    £2,363,000,    £3,000,000    falling    on 
local   rates ;    the  total  cost  per  head  of 
population,    3s.    6d.  ;     Exchequer    con- 
tribution per  head  of  population  being 
Is.  4d.     In  Scotland  the  total  cost  was 
£583,347 ;      the     Exchequer     contribu- 
tion   including   contribution  to   pension 
fund  £219,000  ;    the  difference  between 
£219,000  and  £583,000  is  borne  by  local 
contribution  ;     total   cost   per   head   of 
population,  2s.  6d.     In  Ireland  the  total 
cost,  including  pensions,  is  £1,460,000  ; 
that  is  all  borne  by  the  Exchequer,  I 
agree,  out  of  Irish  money  ;    total  cost 
per  head  of  population,  68.  7d.,  as  com- 
pared   with    the    28.    6d.    for    Scotland 
and    38.    6d.    for    England.     But   then, 
what  am  I  to  say  for  myself  ?     I  am 
the  last  person  to  conceal  a  retort,  par- 
ticularly when  it  is  so  obvious  that  it 
could  hardly  be  overlooked  by  anybody. 
I  appear  here  as  having  increased  the 
police   force   by  400   men.     I   am  glad 
to  say  that  even  that  increase  brings 
the  force   much    lower  than  it   was    in 
such   bad   times   as    1883-4,    when   the 
number  of  police   was   14,277,   whereas 
now  it  is  9,900.     It  is  said  you  ought 
to  be  able  to  get  rid  in  Ireland  of  this 
monstrous   cost   of   police,    6s.    7d.   pfir 
head  of  the  population.     If  that  is  put 
as  a  question  of  policy  I  dare  say  there 
is  a  good  deal    in    it.      You    may  say 
*'  Change  your  policy  and  you  change 
your  cost.*'     But  that  is  not  wholly  in 
my   power.     Being   here   responsible   as 
Chief  S<»cretary  for  Ireland,  a  member 
of  an  Administration  which  is  not  in  a 
position  during  this  Parliament  to  deal 
with    any    great    change    of    policy    in 
Ireland,   I  am  clearly  bound  and  they 
are  bound  to  maintain  in  Ireland  such  a 
force  of  police  as  is  necessary,  our  policy 
being  what  it  is,  to  secure  law  and  order 
in  all   parts   of   Ireland.     You  ask  me 
why  did  I  increase  the  force  by  400  men. 
My  answer  is,  because  the  Irish  people 
took     to     cattle-driving.      The     cattle- 
driving  policy  in  the  opinion  of  some 
people  may  be  worth  the  cost   of  the 
400   policemen  ;     but    I   think   no   fair- 
minded  man,  whatever  his  politics  may 
be,   be  he  Unionist  or  Nationalist,  can 
Mr.  rirnU. 


deny  that,  our  policy  being  what  it  is, 
it  is  very  difficult  to  see  how  you  can 
reduce  this  costly  police   force,  things 
being  what  they  are.     I  dare  say  there 
is  a  great  deal  of  truth  in  what  was  said 
by   the   hon.    Member   Arho    introduced 
this  Motion  ;    that  the  pension  scheme 
may  seem  somewhat  extravagant ;  and 
that  Ireland  is  supporting  a  considerable 
number  of  able-bodied  men   who  have 
served  in  this  police  force.     But  assum- 
ing  the    police   force   to   be    necessan^ 
[Cries    from    the     Irish     Benches    of 
"  Oh  !  "] — our  policy  being  what  it  is— 
you  have  to  secure  to  these  men  fair  and 
reasonable    terms    and    to    offer   them 
remuneration  sufficient  for  their  needs; 
and   I   cannot   say — I    will    not    say- 
that  in  my  judgment  the  Royal  Irish 
Constabulary    are    one    bit    overpaid. 
In    fact,    when    there    was    an    inquiry 
some  years  ago  into  their  circumstances, 
a  report  was  made  advocating  certain 
additions  which,  so  far  as  they  could  be 
carried  out  administratively,  have  been 
carried  out,  but  so  far  as  they  required 
legislation  have  neyer  been  carried  out 
from  that  day  to  this.    What  would  our 
position  have  been  in  regard  to  cattle- 
driving   if   we   had   not   employed  the 
police  to  prevent  it,  to  arrest  the  per- 
petrators, and  to  take  part  in  the  peaceful 
pastoral  occupation  of  restoring  bullocb 
to  their  owners  ?     I  do  not  think  that 
when  you  have  a  Home  Rule  Govern- 
ment— and  I  hope  that  some  day,  and 
soon,    you    will    [Opposition   cries  of 
''Oh!   oh,"]— well,   I  may   be  allowed 
to  express  a  hope,  we  may  all  have  our 
hopes,   the  hon.   Member  himself  may 
have    hopes    of    Heaven.    [OpposmoN 
cries  of  "Oh,  oh!"] 

Mr.  LONSDALE  (Armagh,  Mid):  I 
only  hope  I  may  meet  the  right  hon. 
Grentleman  there. 

Mr.  BIRRELL  :  I  do  not  know  that 
there  will  be  many  opportunities  of 
knocking  up  against  one's  acquaintances 
there.  I  was  saying  that  any  Govcmraent, 
be  it  Home  Rule  or  other,  is  bound  to 
ase  the  police  to  maintain  law  and  order. 
Vou  may  t'link,  and  I  hope  your  cxpc^c- 
tations  may  be  realised,  that  you  might 
do  this  with  a  smaller,  cheaper  force 
than  you  have  now,  but  the  point  I  am 
labouring  is  that  we,  pursuing  our  present 
policy,  which  we  do  not  at  present  propose 
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to    change,  are    bound  to    maintain   a 
sufficient  force  to  meet  the  exigencies  of 
the  situation,  and  when  the  exigencies  of 
the  situation  renders  an  increase  of  that 
force  necessary  we  are  boimd  to  make 
that   increase.    But   all   this   does   not 
interfere  with  the  moral  lesson  to  be 
drawn  from  the  fact  that  after  100  y^ars 
of  union  we  find  it  necessary  to  maintain 
a  police  force — a  force  that  might  be 
called   by   another   name — which    costs 
Gs.  7d.  per  head  of  th6  population.   Surely 
that  presents  for  any  economist  a  great 
field  for  future  operations,  but  I  do  not 
admit  that  the  force  can  now  be  sub- 
stantially reduced,  nor  am  I  prepared 
to  admit,  having  regard  to  the  multi- 
farious duties — I  will  not  stop  to  read 
a  page  or  two  detailing  them,  but  they 
are  duties  quite  different  from  those  the 
police  have  to  discharge  in  England  or 
Scotland — ^that  their  pay  or  pensions  are 
framed  on  an  extravagant  scale.     I  shall 
be  glad  if  the  opportunity  offers,  and 
indeed  the  obligation  will  remain  on  the 
House,  to  keep  faith  with  that  body  of 
men  and  to  carry  out  recommendations 
made  on  their  behalf  so  many  years  ago. 
If  that  can  be  accompanied  by  economy 
nobody    will    be    more  •  delighted    than 
myself. 

One  word  on  education,  a  sub- 
ject near  and  dear  to  me.  Although 
Chief  Secretaries  are  mere  phantoms  of 
the  hour  and  disappear — as  I  am  re- 
minded every  day  when  I  bring  down 
my  budget  of  Answers  to  Questions  in 
an  envelope  still  bearing  the  name  of  my 
predecessor;  it  has  been  thought  un- 
necessary to  alter  it,  no  doubt,  because 
of  the  precarious  nature  of  the  tenure — 
during  the  time  I  have  been  in  office  I 
have  not  been  wholly  unsuccessful  in 
securing,  not  an  adequate,  but  substan- 
tial, assistance  to  teachers'  salaries. 
Nobody  is  more  alive  than  I  to  the  miser- 
able condition  of  too  many  of  the  school 
houses  in  Ireland,  both  in  the  north  and 
in  other  parts.  Inspectors  have  told 
me  that,  over  and  over  again,  after  going 
to  a  school,  the  first  thing  they  have  done 
has  been  to  insist  on  the  children  going 
back  home,  soaked  through  in  scanty 
clothing,  from  buildings  almost  entirely 
unwarmed,  where  the  teacher  was  strug- 
gling to  light  a  miserable  fire  \nth  peat 
brought  by  the  children.  I  hope  before 
my  time  is  up  to  make  some  substantial 
VOL.  CLXXXVI.    [Fourth  Serjes.] 


improvement  in  this  condition  of  things ; 
but,  as  to  education  itself,  I  do  not  thmk 
I  need  now  trouble  the  House  much  with 
figures  except  to  say  that  hon.  Members 
below    the   gangway   make    a   mistake 
which  b  often  fallen  into  in  their  com- 
parisons   with    Scotland    in    regard    to 
technical    and   secondary   education.    I 
know  it  is  very  difficult  to  distinguish 
between    them.      But    you    get     your 
educational  grant  in  Ireland,  £1,421,971, 
or    6s.     5Jd.     per     head,      and      you 
know  little  is   raised  from    local    rates 
for   educational   purposss.     In   England 
and  Wales  the  local  rates  for  education 
are  £9,230,000,  or  5s.  5Jd.  per  head,  and 
in  Scotland  £1,000,000  odd,  or  4s.  lOJd. ; 
in  Ireland    £26,000,   or   IJd.   per  head. 
You,  therefore,  fi^d  an  insufficient  sum 
out  of  Irish   money  spent  on   primary 
education.     You    want     it      increased, 
and    increased    it    certainly    must    be. 
I  do  not  want  to  go  back  on  past  history, 
but    one    of    the    considerations    which 
induced  me  to  take  a  favourable  view 
of  the   Council    Bill   was  that  it   did 
supply  money  which  might  have  been 
used  for  great  educational  reforms   in 
Ireland.     But  those  reforms,  undoubtedly, 
are  only  postponed  a  little  longer.     The 
point  of  the  speech  of  the  hon.  Member 
who  introduced  the  Motion  was  that  he 
wanted  a  distribution,  that  is  to  say, 
he  wanted  the  money  taken  away  from 
the  police  and  spent  on  education.     A 
most  pious  and  noble  resolution.    But 
for  the  purposes  of  this  Resolution  it 
would  show  that  all  the  services  are 
excessively  and  extravagantly  conducted, 
and  I  think  that  would  be  rather  more 
difficult  to  show  than  some  hon.  (Jentle- 
meu  below  the  gangway  think. 

Mr.  kettle  said  he  had  referred 
to  certain  services. 

Mr.  BIRRELL:  The  hon.  Member 
was  clear  that  far  too  little  money  was 
spent  on  education  and  far  too  much 
on  police.  In  that,  of  course,  I  entirely 
agree  with  him,  except  that  I  am  bound 
to  say  that  at  the  present  moment,  under 
our  present  circumstances,  I  do  not 
think  the  amount  spent  on  police  can 
be  described  as  excessive,  though  I 
quite  agree  it  is  not  economical.  Con- 
sequently, money  cannot  be  obtained 
from  that  quarter  for  increasing  the 
educational    services.     I    hope    in    the 
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Estimates  that  come  to  be  considered  faith  that  is  in  me  or  the  half -faith  that 
it  will  be  found  that,  although  we  have :  has  been  in  many  people  who  have  had 
not  found  it  possible  to  reduce  the  ex-  anything  to  do  with  Iriah  affairs,  that 
penditure  on  police,  we  have  been  able ''  the  only  solution  of  this  question  will 
to  increase  the  expenditure  on  education,  be  found  in  a  liberal  meaaore  of  what 
As  to  the  number  of  officials  in  Ireland,  is  compendiously  called  Home  Rule. 
I  fauuot  deny  that  it  is  somewhat  alarm-  But  at  the  present  moment  all  I  can  say 
iiigly  great  in  proportion  to  what  obtains  is  that,  though  some  of  the  services 
in  other  countries  or  other  parts  of  the  are  somewhat  lavish,  I  do  not  think 
Empire.  But  against  that  you  have  that  the  hon.  Member  would  be  able 
to  remember  that  in  Ireland  you  are  with  the  closest  possible  inquiry  to  make 
carrying  on  great  temporary  works,  out  the  whole  of  his^caae,  or  to  say  that 
experimental  works  in  a  sense,  which  the  services  of  Ireland  deaerve  all  the 
do  of  necessity  require  the  emplo^-ment  i  h^rsh  things  that  have  been  said  about 
of  a  large   number  of  officials.     When  ]  them. 

land  purchase,  for  example,  has  been  |  ♦Mr.  WYNDHAM  (Dover) :  Aa  previous 
carried  out,  and  when  the  Congested  j  ^  ^^kers  have  said  something  about 
Distncts  Board  has  got  to  the  end  of  I  ^^^^^^j  j  perhaps  be  permitted  to 

its  work — no  one  can  exactly  determme       '      -  _       _  _  ^ .       . 

when  that  will  be — this  great  army  of 
inspectors    will    grow    beautifully    less, 


and  finally,  let  us  trust,  dwindle  down 
to  the  comparatively  modest  dimensions 
it  assumes  in  England  and  ii^cotlaud. 
I  fully  recognise  that  the  present  mode 
of  administration  in  Ireland,  in  the 
language  of  the  Resolution,  is  little  calcu- 
lated to  minister  to   the   well-being  of 


^y  a  few  words.  I  do  not  wish  to  import 
a  controversial  tone  into  the  debate,  but 
I  think  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
will  agree  that  it  is  impossible  for  a 
l^nionist  to  rise  without  dissociating 
himself  entirely  from  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman's  concluding  observation. 
The  House  discusses  a  question  of  tlds 
kind  with  marked  disadvantage  when 
^  it  is  handled  by  a  Chief  Secretary  who 


the  Insh  people.  It  is  an  ignominous  ^  ^^^j^j^  y^^^^i  a  Home  Ruler,  and 
form  of  govemmeut,  iguomiuous  to  the  ^^  ^^^  ^^^^  ^j^^  j^  precluded  from  in- 
Irish  themselves  and  to  a  verv  large  j  ^^^^^^j  ^  Home  Rule  BiU.  The 
degree  to  the  Chief  ^^ec^etaI^v  who  b^s    >;ationalist8   are  Home    Rulers,  and  if 


to    carry    on    this    work.     The    sooner 
it  is  brought  to  an  end  the  better ;    the 
sooner    the    establishment    of    Ireland 
can  be  made  responsible  for  itself  and 
self-supporting,  the  better  for  all  con- 
cerned.   In  the  meantime  some  of  the 
services  are  carried  on,  I  daresay,  some- 
what lavishly,  but  I  do  not  think  you 
could  prove,  even  on  the  closest  inquiry, 
that    there    was    anything    approaching 
to  corruption, and  I  was  very  sorry  that 
that   word  was  used.     I   do  not  think 
any  trace  of  corruption  can  be  found. 
[A  NATiONAUiW  Member  :    What  about 
the   Sj^cj^  Service   Fund?]     I   am  not 
t'.  of  anything  that  can  be  calle<.l 
.„riipt.ion    ill    rarryiuj^    on    the    affairs 
of  Inrl;ii»<J.     So  f;ir  as  the  adiiiiuistratioii 
/,f   |>:iiroii.i<//',  in  (•r)U(:<irued,  it  is  always 
tf\tt'.u  to  i,ni'..i.l  and  ^'rave  ohjections,  not 
only  ill  In^lari'l  hut.  in  all  other  couutrief^. 
r,iii  I  do  not.  think  it  is  at  all  just  ami 
|jrop«r  to  foun^J  any  allegation  of  any- 
t.liinj/   that-  r,an    he  called  corruption  in 
Irihii  alTairrf.     I  luive  no  doubt  whatever^ 
iiM'l   I  am  ci^rtainly  not  asliamed  of  the 
Mr,  llimll. 


they  had  a  majority  they  would  bring 
in    a    measure  to  give    effect  to  their 
principles.      But    as    Home    Rule  is 
excluded  from  the  discussion  and  also 
the  consideration  of  the  economie  con- 
dition of  Ireland,  so  far  as  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  is  concerned,  I  hope  that  I 
am  not  adopting  a  polemical  tone  if  I 
say  that  the  Chief  Secretary,  being  pie* 
eluded  from  being  an  active  Home  Ruler, 
does  not  make  his  own  task  of  governing 
Ireland  according  to  the  Union  eaaei 
by  describing  the  form  of   government 
as  an  ignominious  form  of  government, 
and  by  sajring  that  the  sooner     it  is 
brought  to  an  end  the  better.    What 
in  fact,  has  the  Chief  Secretary  been  able 
to  do  recently  ?    To  increase  the  number 
of  the  police  force  and  to  decrease  the 
amount  of  money  spent  by  the  Con- 
gested Districts  Board  on  certain  useful 
functions. 

Mr.  BIRRELL  :   I  never  decreased  it. 
Mr.    WYNDHAM:   The    right  hon. 
Gentleman  said  h^  h^d  4ecre^ecl  % 
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Mr.  BIRRELL  was  understood  to  say 
that  he  pointed  out  with  great  regret 
that  the  Congested  Districts  Board  had 
a  statutory  income,  and  that  it  was  not 
sufficient  to  pay  for  certain  expenditure. 

♦Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  At  all  events  the 
funds  of  the  Congested  Districts  Board 
have  not  gone  up,  and  some  of  the  most 
useful  work  of  the  Board,  the  support 
of  parish  committees,  has  ceased. 

Mr.  BIRRELIi :  There  is  no  con- 
nection between  the  two  things. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM:  I  will  take  the 
state  of  Ireland  now.  The  facts  of  the 
situation  are  such  that  the  right  hon. 
Oentlenian  ought  to  try  to  govern  under 
the  limitations  which  he  acknowledges 
instead  of  indulging  hopes  for  the  future 
which  the  "right  hon.  Gentleman  and 
his  friends  cannot  bring  any  nearer. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  spoke  of 
the  Local  Government  Board  and  the 
Land  Commission.  I  do  not  believe 
that  anyone  seriously  desires  a  diminu- 
tion in  the  cost  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  in  Ireland.  Certain  parts  of 
Ireland  are  exposed  to  visitations  which 
necessitate  inspectors,  and  no  one  ad- 
vocates less  inspection,  because  without 
inspection  there  can  be  no  case  brought 
forward  for  giving  aid  where  aid  is  needed. 
I  personally  believe  that  it  is  not  possible 
to  reduce  the  cost  of  administration  in 
that  Department ;  and  when  it  comes 
to  the  Land  Commission,  I  do  not  think 
tliat  anyone  will  urge  that  the  cost  should 
be  cut  down  at  the  present  moment. 
But  what  some  persons  say  is  that  the 
Government  have  recently  added  to  the 
cost  of  that  Commission  and  to  the 
number  of  officials  in  it  without  pro- 
ducing any  expedition  in  the  process  of 
land  purchase.  This  has  led  some  persons 
to  believe  that  the  Government  are  not 
efficiently  concerned  in  pushing  forward 
land  purchase  at  the  present  tmie. 

Mr.  BIRRELL:  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  forgets  the  increase  necessi- 
tated by  the  evicted  tenants. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM:  Some  persons 
think  that  this  is  an  unnecessary  addition 
which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has 
made  to  the  burdens  which  he  has  to 
bear  already.  The  two  points  of  the 
discussion  are  :  Can  we  effect  economies 
i&  Irish  government  ?  And  if  we  can, 
pan  we  do  something  to  improve  oduca- 
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tion  in  Ireknd,  end  to  develop  its 
agricultural  and  industrial  resources  ? 
We  have  to  exclude  the  constitutional 
argument  of  Home  Rule,  and  we  are 
also  precluded  from  considering  the 
fiscal  system.  I  believe  it  is  true  that 
the  taxable  capacity  of  Ireland  and  the 
Imperial  contribution  of  Ireland  depend 
more  on  the  kind  of  taxation  you  have 
there  than  anything  else.  If  you  are 
debarred  from  discussing  the  question 
of  Home  Rule  versus  Union,  which  is 
specially  reserved  until  Monday  next, 
and  practically  from  considering  the 
present  fiscal  system,  nothing  is  left  in 
this  debate  but  the  question  of  whether 
any  money  which  the  Government  may 
have  at  their  disposal  is  to  be  used  to 
the  best  advantage  for  the  purpose  of 
improving  Irish  education,  and  developing 
the  resources  of  the  country.  As  the  area 
is  so  limited  it  is  well  to  clear  the  ground 
inside  the  limits  of  that  area.  If  we  can- 
not discuss  Home  Rule,  still  less  is  it 
wise  to  shed  a  tear  over  the  unlamented 
urn  of  last  year's  Council  Bill.  That 
also  goes  by  the  board.  I  really  do  not 
understand  the  allusion  to  that  measure 
by  the  Vice-President  and  the  Chief 
Secretary,  because  all  it  would  have 
done  would  have  been  to  add  another 
£600,000  to  the  cost  of  administration 
which  is  now  being  imposed  on  the  coun- 
try. So  also  I  think  we  may  put  aside  the 
comparison  drawn  by  the  hon.  Member 
between  Ireland  and  such  countries  as 
Portugal.  Underlying  all  this  there  was 
the  Home  Rule  question.  We  have 
to  look  at  Ireland  as  an  integral  part 
of  the  United  Kingdom.  I  hope  it  will 
always  remain  so.  The  right  hon.  Gentle* 
man    has    no    such    desire. 

Mr.  BIRRELL  :  I  have  no  desire  that 
Ireland  should  cease  to  be  an  integral 
part  of  the  United  Kingdom. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  Taking  the  situa- 
tion as  it  is,  and  that  is  what  I  am  sug- 
gesting the  right  hon.  Gentleman  ought 
to  do,  and  what  we  suggest  he  did  not 
do,  the  cost  of  Irish  government  must 
be  greater  relatively  to  Ireland  than  the 
cost  of  English  government.  Every 
part  of  Ireland  demands  that  there 
shall  be  a  number  of  separate  depart- 
ments in  Ireland,  and  that  they  shall 
be  Irish  Departments.  There  is  not,  I 
believe,  an  Irish  Member  who  would  wish 
that  the  local  government    of    Ireland 
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should  bo  a  part  of  the  English  local 
government.     So  it  is  with  every  other 
Department.     And  as  there  is  a  reduction 
on  taking  a  quantity  so  if  you  will  have 
separate    Departments    for   the   smaller 
and  poorer  country   the  cost  must  be 
relatively  larger.      You    cannot  escape 
it.     You  could  economise  if  you  made 
the  Union  a  logical  whole,  if  you  carried 
it  further  than  it  has  been  carried  before, 
if  you  made  Ireland  so  many  counties  in 
the   United   Kingdom,    with   the    same 
Local  Grovernmcnt  Board.     But  I  believe 
there    is    not    a    single    Irishman    who 
desires  that,  and  if  you  have  a  separate 
Local   Government  Board,   Agricultural 
Department,  Prisons  Board,  and  Lunacy 
Board,  the  cost  of  the  government  of 
Ireland  must  be  greater  relatively  than 
that  of  England.     The  cost  of  governing 
a  country  of  4,000,000  inhabitants  must 
be  greater  than  the  cost  of  governing 
36,000,000.     Then  we  have  to  remember 
that   Ireland,    in  respect  of  education, 
unanimously    prefers    to    have    schools 
which  suit  the  views  of  those  who  live 
in  the  country.     That  is  a  costly  matter. 
If  you  have  to  suit  the  views  of  people 
whose  views  differ — a  course  of  which  I 
am    in    favour — ^you    must   have    more 
schools,    and   then   the   building    grant 
must    be    heav}^     The    cost    must    be 
inflated.     If   you   are   to   have   schools 
which    suit    the    views    of   the    various 
component  part«  of  the  population  you 
will  find  it  very  difficult  to  have  a  rate  in 
aid  of  education,  and  in  Ireland  there 
is  not  a  rate  in  aid  of  education.     That, 
again,  makes  the  cost  of  Irish  government 
seem  heavier  than  it  really  is.     There 
is   one  argument  of  the  mover  of  the 
Motion  which  really  will  not  hold  water. 
He  gives  us  the  amount  of  money  contri- 
buted by  the  Exchequer  for  this  purpose 
per  head  of  the  population.     But  I  think 
ne  is  aware  that  in  Ireland  there  is  no 
compulsory  provision  for  education  all 
over   Ireland,    and    the   proportion    per 
head  for  the  children  is  much  lower  in 
Ireland  than  in  England  or  Scotland.  Hon. 
Members  have  criticised  the  whole  basis 
of  the  equivalent  grant.      What  is  the 
basis  of  the  equivalent  grant  ?     It  is  that 
when  a  large  sum  of  money  is  voted  in 
respect  of  England  or  Scotland   for   a 
new  service,  a  proportionate  amount  of 
money  shall  be  voted  for  Ireland  for  new 
services,    but    not    for    an     automatic 
Mr.  JFyndham. 


increase    upon    old    services,    and    not 
certainly  for  levelling  up  the    standard 
to  what  I  might  call  decency  in  Ireland. 
There  is  not  an  Irish  Member  who  does 
not  desire  that  the  Irish  child  and  Irish 
teacher  should  have  a  better  time  than 
they  now   have.     But  if  you  mix  up 
that  question  with  the  question  of  the 
equivalent  grant,  the  Irish  teacher  and 
the  Irish  child  never  will  have  a  better 
time  than  they  have  now.     You  have 
to  say  that  the  Irish  child  and  the  Irish 
teacher  are  entitled  to   certain  things. 
If  that  is  assented  to,  the  money  has 
to    be    found.     The    question    of    the 
equivalent    grant    is    another    matter. 
It  turns  only  on    this  fact— that,  if  8 
considerable    sum    of   money   is    found 
for  quite  new  services  in  one  other  of 
the   three   countries,   there   is  a  moral 
obligation   for   every   Unionist   to  find 
a  new  source  of  money  for  some  service 
equally  required  in  Ireland.     Therefore, 
I  would  ask  whether  it  is  true,  as  the 
Chief  Secretary  seems  to  suggest,  that 
there    is    no    hope    for    Ireland    under 
Unionism  in  the  field  of  economic  ad- 
ministration   and    the    development  of 
the  resources  of  Ireland.     The  Unionist 
Party  are  the  only  Party  who  by  their 
policy  are  able  to  give  a  vote  to  which 
they  can  give  effect.    It  is  all  very  well 
to  say :     "  I  am   a    Home   Ruler,  but 
cannot  pass  Home  Rule."   The  Unionists 
can  govern  Ireland  in  a  manner  which 
is  conducive  to  the  interests  of  Ireland. 
Looking  back  on  the  last  twenty  yean, 
for  the  greater  part  of  which  the  Unionist 
Party  were  in  power,  they  have  sought  to 
economise  on  non-productive  services  in 
Ireland  and  to  find  money  for  productive 
services  in  Ireland.     Can  not  that  hope 
be  enlarged  ?     It  can  if  all  those,  whether 
they  be  Ministers  sitting  on  the  Front 
Bench  or  those  hon.  Gentlemen  below 
the    gangway     who    have    power    and 
influence,  use  their  influence  to  diminish* 
the  causes  which  inflate  the  cost  of  law 
and  police  in  Ireland.    Then,  and  then 
only,   by  that  means  is  it  possible  to 
effect    economies    in    the    unneeessaiy 
and    unproductive     portions    of    Irish 
government. 


Ax  IRISH  MEMBER :  If  you  fulfil 
the  pledges  you  made  in  the  Land  Pu^ 
chase  Bill  of  1903  you  would  remove  the 
cause  of  the  present  trouble  in  Ireland. 
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Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  1  do  not  wish  to  go 
back  to  the  discussions  of  1903,  but  I  can 
say  that  I  have  always  tried  to  keep  any 
pledges  I  have  made.  If  we  can  diminish 
the  causes  which  inflate  the  cost  of  main- 
taining law  and  order,  then,  under  the 
Unionist  tegime^  which  is  the  regime  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  got  to  adminis- 
ter, undoubtedly  there  are  savings  which 
could  be  allocated  to  the  Irish  Fund 
for  improving  new  services  in  Irish 
education  and  developing  Irish  resources. 
That  is  the  policy  of  the  late  Government. 
Let  that  be  the  policy  of  the  present 
Government  until  they  are  in  a  position  to 
come  down  to  the  House  and  say  that 
their  views  on  Home  Rule  are  practical 
views,  and  not  views  which  they  can 
not  introduce  into  this  House,  which 
Unionists  would  always  resist  and  which 
for  the  moment  are  not  a  part  of  practical 
politics. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Original  Question  again  proposed. 

Sir  F.  BANBURY  said  an  interesting 
discussion  hadtaken  place  upon  the  Motion, 
but  he  would  like  to  say  a  few  words  on 
the  English  question.     He  wished  to  draw 
attention    to    the    matter    from     the 
K>int  of  view  of  England.     When  the 
3ovemment  came  into  power  they  in- 
rormed  the  House  that  the  new  regime 
vms  one  of  economy  and  efficiency,  and 
le  desired  to  call  attention  to  the  way 
D  which  the  Grovernment  had  carried 
»ut  the  pledges  they  gave  last  session, 
o    show    that     there      had    been    no 
economy,    and    that  it    was  extremely 
loubtfid  whether  there  had  been  any 
efficiency.    It    was    quite    certain    that 
expenditure  had  increased  without  the 
lation  having  gained  any  corresponding 
advantage.     The     true     definition     of 
Jconomy  did  not  mean  that  necessary 
npenditure  should  be  saved,  because  if 
:hat    were    done   it   would    only   need 
greater  expenditure  to  be  incurred  in  the 
uture.      Neither  did  it  consist  in  cutting 
iown     the     expenditure     required     to 
naintain    efficiently    a     given    depart- 
nent  either  of  a  business  or  of  the  State. 
rhe  power  of  administration   was  not 
liven  to  everybody.     It  did  not  follow 
it  all  because  a  person  was  able  to  make 
.  very  interesting  speech  that  he  was 


capable  of  administering ;  on  the  contrary, 
the  reverse  was  often  the  case.     A  real 
token    of    a  t'good    administration    was 
when  he  produced  the  same,  or  possibly 
better,    results,    without   increasing   the 
amount    of    money    spent.    Had    the 
Government  succeeded  in  doing  that  ? 
It  was  not  for  him  to  allude  in  any 
way  to    the    question     of    the    Army 
and  Navy;    he    would   confine   himself 
strictly  to  the  question  before  the  House. 
It    had,    in    his    experience,    been    the 
custom  for  the  Financial  Secretary  to 
the  Treasury,  before  the  question  was  put, 
to  present  to  the  House  the  Memoranda 
detailing  the  general  facts  of  the  Esti- 
mates  before  them.     On  this   occasion 
no  such  Memoranda  had  been  presented ; 
the  Estimates  were  not  even  bound  up 
in  one  volume.    Why  was  it  this  had 
not  been  done  ?     They  were  told  to  look 
forward  to  a  period  when  the  administra- 
tion, at  any  rate,  of  the  Government  would 
be  done  in  a  businesslike  manner ;  when 
the  "  gilded  duffers  "  would    disappear, 
and  men  of  business  would  take  their 
places.     He  had  failed  to  observe   any 
change  in  that  direction  ;  on  the  contrary, 
he  had  observed  that  the  facilities  they 
had    been    accustomed    to    had    been 
denied   them,   and   that  the   Estimates 
were    simply    thrown    at    their    heads, 
and  they  were  expected  to  shut  their 
eyes  and  accept  them.     He  had  taken 
the  trouble  to  do  for  himself  what  the 
Financial    Secretary    of    the    Treasury 
should  have  done  for  them,  and  he  found 
that  in  Class  I.  there  was  an  increase  of 
£160,000,   in   Class  II.,   an  increase  of 
£85,000,  in  the  Revenue  Departments  an 
increase  of  £1,013,000,  and  in  Part  III. 
of  the  Revenue  an  increase  of  £109,000, 
making  a  total  increase  of  £1,367,000. 
This  was  from  the  Party  of  economy, 
and  was  on  the  Civil  Service  Estimates — 
unproductive    expenditure — and    for    a 
Department  which  was  not  an  insurance. 

The  FINANCIAL  SECRETARY  to 
THE  TREASURY  (Mr.  Runciman, 
Dewsbury)  :  Has  the  hon.  Baronet 
included  the  Post  Office  ? 


Sir  F.  BANBURY  said  he  thought 
he  had,  and  he  was  coming  to  the  Post 
Office  afterwards.  The  increase  he  had 
included  Vas  £400,000,  whereas,  according 
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to  the  statement  of  the  Postmaster- 
General,  within  a  year  the  increase 
would  be  very  nearly  £700,000.  He 
therefore  thought  the  interruption  of  the 
hon.  Gentleman  was  a  little  inopportune. 
There  was  something  to  be  said  on  the 
other  side ;  a  case  was  bad  indeed  if 
one  could  not  say  something  in  favour  of 
it.  Nobody  was  quite  as  bad  as  they 
were  painted.  There  was  something, 
but  very  little,  to  be  said  for  hon. 
and  right  hon.  Gentlemen7  opposite. 
There  wasja  decrease  in  the  Revenue 
Department  No.  4,  of  £128,000,  in  No.  5, 
Revenue  Department,  of  £248,000,  in 
Miscellaneous  of  £263,000,  and  in  Class 
6  of  £34,000.  Adding  these  together 
they  arrived  at  £673,000,  and,  subtracting 
that  from  the  sum  of  £1,367,000,  they 
arrived  at  a  net  increase  of  £694,000, 
which  was  arrived  at  in  the^  following 
way.  Last  year  there  was  a  miscel- 
laneous vote  of  £200,000  for  the  unem- 
ployed. That  did  not  appear  this  year, 
and  was  not  therefore  a  decrease.  The 
result  was  that  in  that  particular  De- 
partment there  was  no  saving  in  the 
ordinary  expenditure  ;  on  the  contrary, 
he  was  afraid  they  might  look  for  a 
supplementary  estimate  for  a  certain 
simi,  whatever  it  might  bo,  for  provision 
for  the  unemployed.  He  was  quite 
certain,  if  the  Government  did  not  bring 
it  forward,  the  hon.  Gentlemen  below 
the  gangway  would  ask  them  why  they 
did  not  do  so.  He  therefore  maintained 
that  so  far  as  that  was  concerned  the 
decrease  of  £200,000  was  absolutely 
illusory.  In  the  Colonial  Vote,  too, 
there  was  a  sum  last  year  of  £150,000 
for  the  earthquake  in  Jamaica.  That 
of  course,  did  not  appear  again  in  these 
Estimates,  and  the  saving  was  not  a 
real  saving.  It  was  merely  the  non- 
appearance of  an  item  which  appeared 
last  year  for  circumstances  which  they 
all  hoped  would  never  arise  again. 
There  therefore  appeared  to  be  a  saving 
of  £360,000  which  was  really  nothing 
of  the  sort.  The  real  increase,  con- 
sequently, was  something  over  £1,000,000. 
And  that  was  not  all.  He  had  included 
an  increase  of  £400,000  in  the  Post  Office, 
whereas,  if  his  memory  was  not  wrong, 
the  Postmaster-General  informed  them 
that  the  amount  of  the  increase  would  be 
very  nearly  £700,000.  He  might  there- 
fore   add  'another   £300,000.    He    was, 
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however,  content  to  add  £200,000,  and 
that  made  the  increase  over  £1,200,000. 
But  even  that  was  not  all.  If  the 
Education  Bill  became  law,  £1,400,000 
would  be  added  to  the  expenditure,  and 
if  they  added  those  two  figures  together 
they  arrived  at  a  total  of  £2,680,000. 
And  this  was  a  Gk>veinmentJ  'of 
economy.  That  was  a  sufficiently 
startling  indictment  if  it  stood  alone, 
but  he  was  not  at  all  sure  that 
it  did  stand  alone,  because  last  year 
the  Irish  Council  Bill  was  brought  in 
which,  if  it  had  been  carried,  would  have 
added  £600,000  more.  Every  step  in 
that  direction  was  going  to  cost  addi- 
tional money.  Again,  things  were 
placed  upon  the  rates  which  ought  to 
come  on  the  Estimates  ;  in  arriving 
at  a  correct  estimate,  those  also  should 
be  taken  into  account.  He  bad  now 
shown  that  part  of  the  economy  was 
due  to  Civil  Service  Estimates  which 
ought  to  be  increased  l)e3rond  the  present 
amount  by  no  less  than  £2,600,000.  A 
reduction  had  been  effected  in  the  ex- 
penditure in  the  administration  of  the 
Aliens  Act  of  something  like  £1,300,  by  a 
reduction  in  the  inspectois — ^the  people 
who  did  the  most  important  work  of  the 
Act.  The  administration  of  the  Aliens 
Act  had  altered  so  much  since  the  present 
Government  came  into  power,  that  he 
desired  to  ask  whether  it  was  in  accor 
dance  with  Parliamentary  precedent, 
that  a  Government  by  its  administiation 
should  so  alter  the  effect  of  an 
Act  as  to  clumge  it  entirely  from 
what  Parliament  intended  it  to  he. 
True  economy  was  not  cutting  down 
expenditure  and  getting  no  result  out 
of  what  was  eventually  spent.  Tn^ 
economy  was  to  cut  down  the  expendi- 
ture and  produce  the  same  results  foi 
the  reduced  amount  roent.  The  right 
hon.  Grentleman  the  Home  Secretary^ 
by  his  reduction  under  the  AiienB  Act,  had 
not  only  not  produced  the  same  resnit, 
but  had  succeeded  in  producing  no  restdt 
at  all,  and,  at  the  same  tipie,  had  dimin' 
ished  the  expenditure  very  slightly. 

Mr.  RUNCIMAN  rose  in  his  place,  and 
claimed  to  move,  "  That  the  Question  be 
now  put.'* 

Question  put,  "  That  the  Question  be 
now  put." 


Supply,  {26  March  1908}  Supply. 
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*,  Thomas 

,  George  Peabody  (Bath) 
Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Edward 


,  Sir  William  Reynell 
ight,  John  Stanhope 
res.  Lord 
iry,  Sir  Frederick  George 


AYES. 

Griffith,  Ellis  J. 

Gulland,  John  W. 

Gwynn,  Stephen  Lucius 

Hall,  Frederick 

Harmsworth,R.L.(C!aithn*ss-sh 

Harvey,  A.  G.  C.(Rochdale) 

Harvey, W.  E.(Derby8hire,N.E. 

Hawortb,  Arthur  A. 

Hazel,  Dr.  A.  E. 

Hazleton,  Richard 

Healy,  Timothy  Michael 

Helme,  Nerval  Watson 

Henderson,  Arthur  (Durham) 

Henry,  Charles  S. 

Higham,  John  Sharp 

Hodge,  John 

Hogan,  Michael 

Horniman,  Emslie  John 

Hudson,  Walter 

Hyde,  Clarendon 

IlUngworth,  Percy  H. 

Jardine,  Sir  J. 

Jenkias,  J. 

Johnson,  W.  (Nuneaton) 

Jones,  Leif  (Appleby) 

Jones, William  (Carnarvonshire 

Jowett,  F.  W. 

Kearley,  Hudson  E. 

Kennedy,  Vincent  Paul 

Kilbride,  Denis 

King,  Alfred  John  (Knutsford) 

Laidlaw,  Robert 

Lambert,  GJeorge 

Lardner,  James  Carrige  Rushe 

Law,  Hugh  A.  (Donegal,  W.) 

Layland-Barratt,  Francis 

Lever,  A.  Levy(Essex,Harwich 

Levy,  Sir  Maurice 

Lewis,  John  Herbert 

Lough,  Thomas 

Lupton,  Arnold 

Macdonald,  J.  R.  (Leicester) 

Macdonald,J.M.  (Falkirk  Bg'hs 

Maclean,  Donald 

Macnamara,  Dr.  Thomas  J. 

Macpherson,  J.  T. 

Mac  Veagh,  Jeremiah  ( Down,  S. 

Mac  Veigh, Charles  (Donegal,E.) 

M*Kenna,  Rt.  Hon.  Reginald 

M'Killop,  W. 

M'Micking,  Major  G. 

Mallet,  Charles  E. 

Marks, G.Croydon  (Launceston) 

Mamham,  F.  J. 

Mason,  A.  E.  W.  (Coventry) 

Massie,  J. 

Meehan,Franci8  E.(  Lei  trim, N.) 

Meehan,  Patrick  A.(Queen'sCo. 

Menzies,  Walter 

Mond.  A.  i 

Montagu,  E.  S. 

Mooney,  J.  J. 

NOES. 

Barrie,  H.  T.  ( Londonderry, N.) 
Beckett,  Hon.  Gervase 
Boyle,  Sir  Edward 
Biidgeman,  W.  Clive 


Morton,  Alpheus  Oleophaa 

Mumaghan,  George 

Murray,  James 

Myer,  Horatio 

Nieumetti,  Joseph  P. 

Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  William 

Nuttall,  Harry 

O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 

O'Connor.  T.  P.  (Liverpool) 

O'Doherty,  Philip 

O'Dowd,  John 

O'Kelly,  Conor  (Mayo,  N.) 

O'Shaughnessy,  P.  J. 

Parker,  James  (Halifax) 

Pearce,  Robert  (Stafifs,  Leek) 

Phillips,  John  (Longford,  S.) 

Pirie,  Duncan  V. 

Power,  Patrick  Joseph 

Price,  C.  E  (Edinb'gh,  Central) 

Radford,  G.  H. 

Redmond,  William  (Clare) 

Rees,  J.  D. 

Richards,  T.  F.(  Wolverh'mpt'n 

Ridsdale,  E.  A. 

Roberts,  G.  H.  (Norwich) 

Robert80u,Sir  G.Scott(Bradf  rd 

Robertson,  J.  M.  (Tyneside) 

Robson,  Sir  William  Snowdon 

Roche,  John  (Galway,  East) 

Roe,  Sir  Thomas 

Rogers,  F.  E.  Newman 

Rowlands,  J. 

Runciman,  Walter 

Russell,  T.  W. 

Samuel,  Herbert  L.  (Cleveland) 

Seely,  Colonel 

Simon,  John  Allsebrook 

Smyth,  Thomas  F.  (Leitrim,  S.) 

Stanley,  Hn.  A.Lyulph(Caieeh.) 

Straus,  B.  S.  (Blile  End) 

Strauss,  E.  A.  (Abingdon) 

Summerbell,  T. 

Thomasson,  Franklin 

Tomkinson,  James 

Toulmin,  George 

Vemey,  F.  W. 

Wadsworth,  J. 

Waring,  Walter 

Watt,  Henry  A. 

Wedgwood,  Josiah  C. 

Weir,  James  Galloway 

White,  Sir  George  (Norfolk; 

White,  Luke  (York,  R  R.) 

Whitley,  John  Henry  (Halifax) 

Williamson,  A. 

Wilson,  J.  H.  (Middlesbrough) 

Wilson,?.  W.  (St.  Pancras,  S.) 

Wilson,  W.  T.  (Westhoughton) 

Tellers  for  the  Ayes — ^Mr. 
Whiteley  and  Mr.  J.  A. 
Pease. 


CarUle,  E.  Hildred 

Cave,  George 

Coates,  E.  Feetham  (Lewisham 

Condon,  Thomas  Joseph 
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Adjournment 


Corbett,  A.  Cameron  (Glasgow) 

Fell,  Arthur 

Fletcher,  J.  S. 

Gibbs,  G.  A.  (Bristol,  West) 

Gretton,  John 

Guinness,  Walter  Edward 

Helmsley,  Viscount 

Hill,  Sir  Clement 


{COMMONS} 

Hills,  J.  W. 
Hunt,  Rowland 
Keswick,  William 
Nicholson,  Wm.  G .  (Petersfield 
Pease,Herbert  Pike( Darlington 
Rawlinson,  John  Frederick  Peel 
Talbot,  Lord  E.  (Chichester) 
Thomson,  W.Mitchell-  (Lanark) 


of  the  Howe. 
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Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Winterton,  Earl 
Wyndham,  Bt.Hon.  George 

Tellebs  fob  ths  Noes- 
Viscount  Valentia  and  Mr. 
Forster. 


Main  Question  put  accordingly,  and 
agreed  to. 


SUPPLY. 

Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

CIVIL  SERVICES  AND  REVENUE 
DEPARTMENTS  ESTIMATES,  1908-9. 

Committee    report    Progress ;     to    sit 
again  upon  Monday  next. 


DAYLIGHT  SAVING  BILL. 
Bead  a  second  time. 

Bill  committed  to  a  Select  Committee. 
— (Mr,  Eobert  Pearce.) 


ADJOURNMENT. 
Motion  made,  and  Question  propoied* 
"That  the  House  do  now  adjourn." 

Sir  F.  BANBUBY  said  he  had 
given  notice  to  the  Financial  Secre- 
tary to  the  Treasury  that  he  would 
ask  him  to  explain  why  he  had  departed 
from  the  usual  custom  and  not  given 
them  a  Memorandum  accompanying  the 
Estimates  issuing  from  his  Department. 
He  presumed  the  hon.  (jentleman  had 
some  explanation  to  offer  and  he  should 
be  glad  to  have  it. 

Mr.  RUNCIMAN  said  he  was  sorry 
the  hon.  Baronet  had  not  been  supplied 
with  a  Memorandum.  As  a  matter  of 
fact  it  was  completed  immediately  they 
compiled  the  last  of  the  classes  in  the 
Civil  Service  Estimates.  It  had  been 
ready  for  well  over  a  week,  and  he  did 
not  know  why  it  had  not  been  circulated. 
He  would  see  that  an  advance  copy  was 
placed  in  the  hand  of  the  hon.  Baronet. 

Lord  BALCARRES  (Lancashire, 
Chorley)  said  the  Memorandum  ought 
to  have  been  in  ■  their  hands  before, 
and  the  fact  that  it  had  not  been 
supplied  would  have  afforded  technical 
ground  for  postponing  the  Motion  that 
Mr.  Speaker  do  leave  the  Chair.  He 
hoped  that  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
would. make  inquiries  with  the  view  of 
ascertaining  how  the  error  had  occurred. 


Mr.  MORTON  (Sutherland)  said  it 
was  all  very  well  for  the  Secretary  to 
the  Treasury  to  say  that  he  did  not 
know  why  the  Memorandum  had  not 
been  circulated,  but  somebody  should 
be  censured  for  its  not  having  been 
attended  to.  The  salaries  of  officials 
had  to  be  paid  whether  the  work  was 
done  or  not.  It  was  not  fair  to  withhold 
information  in  that  way,  and  then  when 
the  Estimates  came  on  for  consideration 
to  closure  discussion.  That  was  contrary 
to  the  usual  practice  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  and  if  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  could  not  get  into  a  better  state 
of  mind,  he  would  have  something  to 
say  on  the  subject  when  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man's salary  came  on  for  discussion. 
The  House  was  entitled  to  a  better 
explanation  than  the  hon.  Gentleman 
had  given. 

Mr.  GRETTON  (Rutland)  said  the 
explanation  given  to  the  House  in  r^aid 
to  the  absence  of  the  Memorandum  was 
not  adequate,  and  those  who  took  an 
interest  in  the  national  finances  had  a 
right  to  feel  aggrieved.  He  associated 
himself  with  the  protest  which  had  been 
made. 

Viscount  HELMSLEY  (Yorkshiie, 
N.R.,  Thirsk)  said  it  was  unsatisfac- 
tory not  to  have  had  the  Memoran- 
dum before.  He  thought  the  Secietaij 
to  the  Treasury  had  treated  the  House 
very  cavalierly  in  the  answer  he  had 
given. 

Earl  WINTERTON  (Sussex,  Hor 
sham)  asked  when  the  Second  Reading 
of  the  Licensing  Bill  and  the  Education 
Bill  would  be  taken. 

Mr.    J.    A.    PEASE    (Essex,   Safiron 
Walden)  said  his  right    hon.  friend  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  already 
informed   the    House   that   the  Second     ^ 
Reading  of  the  Licensing  Bill  would  be 
taken  on   Monday  week.    No  anao^'     \ 
ment  had  been  made  in  regard  to  the     | 
Education  Bill  up  to  the  present  tinw*     ! 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 


Adjourned      at      twaty-iv^ 
mmutes  after  JRoffoi  o'4oi* 


i 
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HOUSE    OF    LORDS. 

Friday,  27th  March,  1908. 


COMMISSION. 

The  following  Bills  received  the  Royal 
Assent : — 

1.  Consolidated  Fund  (No.  1). 

2.  Transfer  of  Training  Colleges  (Scot- 
land) Order  Confirmation. 

3.  Clyde  Navigation  (Superannuation) 
Order  Confirmation. 

4.  Madras    Railway     Company    (An- 
noities). 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Friday,  21th  March,  1908. 


The  House  met  at  twelve  noon  of  the 
Clock, 


COMMISSION. 

Message  to  attend  the  Lords  Commis- 
sioners. 

The  House  went,  and,  having  returned, 

Mr.    Speaker    reported    the    Royal 
Assent  to — 

1.  Consolidated   Fund    (No.    1)    Act, 
1908. 

!     2.  Transfer  of  Training  Colleges  (Scot- 
land) Order  Confirmation  Act,  1908. 

3.  Clyde  Navigation  (Superannuation) 
Order  Confirmation  Act,  1908. 

4.  Madras    Railway    (Annuities)  Act, 
1908. 


PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 


City  of  Glasgow  Bill. — Read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

Motherwell  Burgh  Extension,  kc, 
BilL  —  Reported,  with  Amendments  ; 
Iteport  to  lie  upon  the  Tahle,  and   to  be 
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Petitions^ 
PETITIONS, 
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DAIRIES  (SCOTLAND)  BILL. 
Petition  from  Partick,   in  favour ;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

ELEMENTARY  EDUCATION  (ENGLAND 
AND   WALES)   BILL. 

Petition  from  Sowerby  Bridge,  in 
favour ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

LICENSED    PREMISES    (EXCLUSION 
OF  CHILDREN). 

Petition  from  Lee,  for  legislation ;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

LICENSING   BILL. 
Petitions  against :  From  Bristol ;  Else- 
car  ;    Hoyland    (three) ;   London ;  Salis- 
bury ;    Sevenhampton ;     and    Wath   on 
Dearne  (two) ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

Petitions  in  favour :  From  Ardsley  ; 
Bettyhill;  Blyth;  Bolton;  Bristol;  Den- 
holme  ;  Dundee ;  Dunscar ;  Lancaster  ; 
Liverpool ;  Nenthead ;  Newcastle-upon- 
Tyne  (two) ;  Sowerby  Bridge  ;  Trimdon ; 
and  Wilmslow ;    to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

LIQUOR    TRAFFIC    (LOCAL   OPTION) 
(SCOTLAND)   BILL. 

Petition  from  Aberdeen,  in  favour ;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

METROPOLITAN    SEWERS    AND 
DRAINS   BILL. 

Petition  from  Wandsworth,  in  favour  ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

OPEN   SPACES  (SCOTLAND)  BILL. 
Petition  from  Renfrew,  for  alteration ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

PUBLIC    HEALTH   OFFICERS  BILL. 
Petition   from    Wandsworth,  against ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

PUBLIC   LIBRARIES   BILL. 
Petition    from    Wandsworth,  against ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

SALE   OF   INTOXICATING   LIQUORS 
ON   SUNDAY   BILL. 

Petitions  in  favour.  From  Felton  ;  and, 
Newton  on  the  Moor ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

3  N 
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liETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC,  is  aware  that  under  the  Hobhouse  award 

the  maxiraurn  wages  for  male  telegraphists 
at  Hastings  and  Eastbourne  is  528.  per 
week,  while  at  Bexhill  the  maximum  is 
fixed  at  40s.  per  week ;  and,  seeing  that 
the  cost  of  living  at  Bexhill  is  quite  equal 
t)  Hastings  and  Eastbourne,  whether  he 
can  explain  the  disparity  of  wages 
existing  between  officials  of  the  same 
grade. 


WORKMEN'S  INSURANCE  (GERMANY). 
Koturn  presented,  relative  thereto 
[ordered  1 8th  February  ;  J/r.  Leuois 
//nshmi]  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to 
bo  printed.     [No.  102.] 

SHOP  HOURS  ACT,  1904. 
Copy  presented,  of  Order  made  by  the 
Urban  District  Council  of  Donaghadee, 
and  confirmed  by  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of 
Ireland,  fixing  the  Hours  for  Closing 
certain  Shops  in  the  Urban  District  [by 
Act]  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

TURKEY  (No.  1,  1908). 
Copy  presented,  of  further  Correspond- 
ence respecting  Proposals  by  His 
Majesty's  Government  for  lieforms  in 
Macedonia  [by  Command]  ;  to  lie  upon 
the  Table. 

REVENUE  (COLLECTION  OF  TAXES). 

Keturn  presented,  relative  thereto 
[ordered  4th  March  ;  j}fr.  iMc^rac] ;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 
[No.  103.] 

lURTHS,    DEATHS,    MAKKIAliES,    AND 
VACCINATION  (SCOTLAN D). 

Co])y  presented  of  the  Fifty-third 
Aiiiiu:il  Kepjrt  on  the  Births,  Deaths, 
jind  Marriages  in  Scotland  for  1907  and 
Forty-third  Annual  Report  on  Vaccina- 
tion [by  Command]  ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

HOUSlN(i  CONDITIONS  (SCOTLAND). 
Copypresonted,  of  Return  showing  the 
Housini^  Conditions  of    the  Population  of 
Scotland    [by    Command]  ;    to    lie  upon 
the  Table. 

UAILWAV     AND    CANAL    TRAFFIC 
ACTS,   1S54    TO  1S94. 

Copy  presented,  of  Nineteenth  Annual 
lleport  of  the  Railway  and  Canal  Com- 
mission, with  A})pendix  jby  Command]  ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


ClUCULATKD 


AXI>  AXlSU'EUS 
WITH  THE  VOTES. 


Pay  of  Bexhill  Telegraphists 
Mk.  COURTHOPE  (Sussex,  Ryo) :  To 
ask  the  Postmaster-Ceneral  whether  he 


{Answered  by  Mr.  Sydney  Buxion,)  The 
recommendation  of  the  Select  Committee 
was  that  the  new  classification  should  be 
based  upon  the  volume  of  work  and  the 
cost  of  living,  and  not  on  the  cost  of 
living  alone.  The  position  of  Bexhill  in 
the  new  classification  has  not  yet  been 
definitely  settled. 

Post  Office  Telephones—Pay  of  Staff. 

Lord  R.  CECIL  (Marylebone,  E): 
To  ask  the  Postmaster  General  if  he 
will  state  when  the  scheme  for  placing 
the  male  clerical  staff  of  the  general 
manager  of  the  Post  Office  (Ix)ndon) 
telephone  service  on  the  establishment 
will  come  into  force ;  whether  the  positions 
to  be  created  will  carry  pay  and  condi- 
tions of  service  equal  with  those  cnven 
for  similar  work  in  the  other  branches  of 
the  Pcst  Office ;  and  whether  the  appoint- 
ments will  be  given  to  the  unestablished 
men  who  have  hitherto  carried  out  the 
w.  rk. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Sydney  Buxton)  As 
the  noble  Lord  is,  I  think,  aware,  the 
question  is  still  before  the  Treasury.  I 
am  not,  therefore,  in  a  position  at  present 
to  make  any  announcement  on  the  subject 

Moneylenders  and  Lord  Mayor's 
Court. 
Mu.  CARR  -  GOMM  (Southward 
Rotherhithe) :  To  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Home  Department,  if  he 
will  state  the  number  of  defended  and 
undefended  actions  brought  before  the 
Lord  Mayor's  Court  of  the  City  of 
London  by  licensed  moneylenders  during 
the  vear  1907. 


{An.<wer('d  by  Mr.  Secretary  Gladstone.) 
I  am  informed  by  the  registrar  of  the 
Lord  ^Mayor's  Court  that  there  is  no 
recoixl  in  the  Court  books  to  show  by 
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what  classes  of  persons  actions  are 
brought.  A  litigant  sues  only  in  his 
individual  name,  and  there  are  no  means 
of  identifying  any  plaintiff  as  being  a 
moneylender  or  otherwise. 

Age  Betirement  in  the  Inland  Beyenue 
Service. 

Captain  CRAIG  (Down,  E.) :  To  ask 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  whether 
officers  of  all  grades  in  the  Excise  branch 
of  the  Inland  Revenue  Service  are 
required  to  superannuate  at  the  age  of 
62,  whereas  officers  occupying  correspond- 
ing positions  and  performing  similar  work 
in  the  Customs  branch  do  not  super- 
annuate until  they  reach  the  age  of  65, 
and,  if  so,  why  this  distinction  is  made ; 
and  whether  the  effect  of  such  super- 
annuation of  men,  physically  and  mentally 
able  to  perform  their  official  duties,  is  to 
increase  the  non-effective  charge  in  this 
department. 

(Answered  by  Mr,  Runciman,)  In  all 
departments  of  the  public  service  an 
established  officer  may  be  called  upon  to 
retire  at  the  age  of  60.  Ketention  beyond 
this  age  depends  upon  efficiency,  but 
retirement  is  compulsory  in  ordinary 
cases  at  the  age  of  65.  These  rules  are 
acted  upon  in  the  departments  referred  to 
in  the  Question,  but  it  is  the  practice  of 
the  Board  of  Inland  Revenue  to  require 
all  officers  to  retire  at  the  age  of  62, 
provided  thev  have  completed  40  years 
of  pensionable  service,  and  that  their 
retirement  at  this  age  is  not  thoi^ght  to 
be  detrimental  to  the  public  interest.  No  | 
doubt  the  earlier  the  age  for  retirement 
the  greater  becomes  the  non-effective 
charge,  but  the  Board  are  of  opinion 
that,  in  the  interests  of  efficient  adminis- 
tration, the  general  rule  they  have  adopted 
should  be  maintained. 


Yard  Craft  No.  11. 
Mr.  holt  (Northumberland,  Hex- 
ham) :  To  ask  the  Secretary  to  the 
Admiralty  of  what  material  the  hull  of 
yard  craft  No.  11  is  being  constructed  ; 
whether  she  has  any  sleeping  accom- 
modation, and,  if  so,  for  how  many 
people ;  whether  she  has  any  hold  for  the 
carriage  of  stores  or  other  goods,  and,  if 
80^  how  many  tons  can  she  carry ; 
whether  she  has  any  cranes  or  derricks, 
and,  if  aO|  how  many  tons  can  thoy  lift ; 


and  how  many  capstans,  windlafses,  and 
winches  has  she  got. 

(Answered  by  Mr,  Edmund  Robertson) 
The  hull  of  yard  craft  No.  11  is  con- 
structed of  steel.  Messing  and  sleeping 
accommodation  is  provided  for  40  men. 
A  large  hold  is  provided,  fitted  with  all 
necessary  appliances  for  getting  heavy 
mooring  chains  in  and  out.  170  tons  of 
moorings  or  other  cargo  can  be  carried  in 
this  hold.  She  is  fitted  with  a  horn  at 
the  bow  capable  of  lifting  30  tons,  a 
derrick  to  lift  six  tons,  and  special  fittings 
at  the  bow  and  stern  to  enable  her  to 
salve  sunken  submarines.  Two  power- 
ful steam  capstans,  a  steam  winch,  one 
steam  winding  bollard,  and  a  smith's 
forge  are  supplied,  and  a  number  of 
large  bollards  are  fitted  on  each  side  for 
mooring  work. 

Dismissal  of  Sir  Arthur  Vicars. 

Captain  CRAIG :  To  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whether  Sir  Arthur  Vicars' 
dismissal  was  decided  upon  before  the 
28th  October,  1907,  and  that  he  was  so 
informed  in  a  letter  bearing  that  dale; 
and,  if  so,  why  a  Vice-Regal  Commission 
was  subsequently  appointed  to  inquire 
into  a  matter  already  judged  and  decided 
by  the  Irish  Government. 

{Answered  by  Mr,  Birrell.)  On  23rd 
October,  1907,  Sir  Arthur  Vicars  was 
informed  that  it  had  been  decided  to 
reconstitute  the  OflBce  of  Arms,  and  that 
this  would  involve  his  being  relieved  of 
the  office  of  Ulster  King  of  Arras.  The 
Vice-Regal  Commission  was  subsequently 
appointed  in  consequence  of  a  memorial 
praying  for  an  inquiry  signed  by  certain 
Knights  of  the  Order  of  St.  Patrick. 

Swine  Fever. 

Sir  W.  J.  COLLINS,  (St.  Pancras,  W.) 
To  ask  the  hon.  Member  for  South  Som- 
erset, as  representing  the  President  of 
the  Hoard  of  Agriculture,  if  he  will  state 
the  number  of  outbreaks  of  swine  fever, 
the  number  of  infected  swine  and  contact 
swine  slaughtered,  and  the  amount  paid 
in  compensation  in  each  year  from  1890 
to  1907. 

{Aiiswtircd  hu  Sir  E'hvird  Strachcy,) 
It  is  not  possible  to  separate  the  numbers 
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of  infected    and    contact    swine    which 
have  been  slaughtered,  but  the  following 


table  will  perhaps  give  my  hon.  friend 
the  information  he  desires : 


Number  of  Outbreaks  of  Swine  Fever,  Number  of  Swine  slaughtered,  an  d 
Compensation  paid  in  the  years  1890  to  1907. 


Year 

Outbreaks  reported. 

Swine  attacked. 

Compensation. 

Number. 

Number. 

£ 

1890    - 

5,076 

29,092 

8,329 

1891    - 

5,595 

32,349 

9,187 

1892    - 

2,748 

13,957 

6,383 

1893  (Jan.— Oct.) 

2,377 

11,729 

4,391 

Outbreaks  confirmed. 

Svrine  slaughtered  as 

diseased  or  exposed  to 

infection. 

1893  (Nov.— Dec.) 

536 

6,045 

34,362* 

1894    - 

5,682 

56,296 

108,323 

1895   - 

6,305 

69,931 

120,205 

1896   - 

5,166 

79,586 

97,914 

1897   - 

2,155 

40,432 

68,364 

1898  - 

2,514 

43,756 

77,194 

1899   • 

2,322 

30,797 

40,198 

1900  - 

1,940 

17,933 

22,208 

1901   - 

3,140 

15,237 

20,072 

1902   - 

1,688 

8,263 

11,341 

1903   - 

1,478 

7,933 

12,741 

1904   - 

1,196 

5,603 

6,426 

1905   - 

817 

3,876 

7,305 

1906    - 

1,280 

7,359 

13,465 

1907   - 

2,336 

11,275 

— 

*Five  months,  November  1893  to  March  1894. 

Note.~The    figures   relating  to    out- 1  years    in    1890,    1891,    1892,   but  the 
breaks   and  number  of  animals  refer  to    tinancial  year    ending    March  foUoviog 
calendar  years.      The    figures    relating    in  1894  and  subsequently. 
to  compensation  paid  refer  to  calendar  ' 
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Lay  Catholics  Educated  at  Masmooth 
College. 

Captain  CRAIG :  To  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  -  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  if  he  can  state  how  many  lay 
Catholics  have  been  educated  in  Maynooth, 
and  how  many  of  such  within  the  last  80 
years;  when  and  by  whose  or  what 
authority  were  the  lay  Catholics  of 
Ireland  excluded  from  the  benefits  of  the 
Maynooth  College  education,  and  by 
what  Act  of  Parliament  or  other  provision 
were  the  funds  devoted  by  the  original 
Act  to  the  education  of  Irish  Eoman 
Catholics  diverted  and  applied  entirely  to 
such  members  of  that  denomination  as 
were  intended  for  the  Roman  Catholic 
priesthood  alone;  what  guarantee  is  it 
proposed  shall  be  given  that  any  further 
sum  devoted  to  the  better  education  of 
the  Roman  Catholics  of  Ireland  shall  not 
be  diverted  and  applied  to  the  same  sole 
purpose. 

{Answered  hy  Mr.  Binell.)  The  Gov- 
ernment have  no  information  as  to  the 
number  of  lay  Catholics  educated  in 
Maynooth.  The  college  was  founded  in 
1795,  under  an  Act  of  the  Irish  Parlia- 
ment, as  a  place  of  education  for  persons 
professing  the  Roman  Catholic  Religion. 
It  appears  from  the  evidence  given  before 
the  Royal  Commission  on  University 
Education  in  Ireland,  1902  (Appendix  to 
Third  Report,  page  284),  that  a  lay 
college  was  founded  in  1801,  and,  owing 
to  the  intervention  of  the  Government, 
was  closed  in  1817.  In  the  debate  on 
Maynooth  College  on  18th  April,  1845 
{Hansard^  Third  Series,  vol.  79,  page 
1032),  Sir  Robert  Peel,  speaking  on  behalf 
of  the  Government,  indicated  that  the 
British  Government,  and  not  the  Roman 
Catholics  themselves,  were  responsible  for 
the  exclusively  clerical  character  which 
Maynooth  had  assumed.  I  have  already 
informed  the  hon.  and  gallant  Member 
that  for  the  details  of  the  Government's 
proposed  measure  he  must  await  the 
introduction  of  the  Bill.  The  question 
raised  in  his  concUiding  inquiry  will  then 
be  open  to  full  discussion. 

The  J.  W.  Leahy  Estate  Dispute. 
Mr.  BOLAND  (Kerry,  S.) :  To  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieuten- 
ant of  Ireland,  whether  he  is  aware  that 
the  Estates  Commissi  oners  forwarded  to 
the  new  agent  of  the  J.  \V.  Leahy  estate 
at  Aghatubrid,  in   November,  1907,  an 


intimation  of  the  price  they  were  prepared 
to  advance  in  purchase  of  the  estate 
and  a  copy  of  the  agreement  entered 
into  between  the  late  owner  and 
the  tenants,  in  which  the  owner  agreed  to 
wipe  out  all  arrears ;  and,  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  processes  have  now  been  issued 
for  the  recovery  of  arrears  due  to  the 
29th  September,  1906,  being  a  date 
precedent  to  the  agreement  entered  into 
between  the  late  owner  and  the  tenants, 
he  will  now  state  what  steps  the  Commis- 
sioners will  take  to  protect  the  tenants, 
who  have  fulfilled  their  side  of  the  agree- 
ment, from  being  processed  for  arrears 
agreed  to  be  wiped  out. 

{A^iswei'ed  hy  Mr,  BirrelL)  I  refer  the 
hon.  Member  to  my  Answer  to  his  Ques- 
tion on  this  subject  on  the  25th  instant. 
The  Estates  Commissioners  have  now 
informed  the  solicitor  to  the  new  owner 
that  unless  they  receive  within  fourteen 
days  an  intimation  that  he  is  prepared  to 
continue  proceedings  for  sale  at  the 
estimated  price  the  case  will  be  dismissed. 


REGISTRATION  OP'  CLUBS  (IRELAND) 
BILL. 

Orcler  for  Second  Reading  read. 

Mr.  SLOAN  (Belfast,  S.)  said  that  in 
submitting  this  Bill  to  the  House  it  would 
be  necessary  for  him  to  offer  some  justifica- 
tion for  so  doing,  but  he  did  not  think 
the  views  he  advanced  would  meet  with 
any  very  serious  opposition.  They  un- 
fortunately in  Ireland  did  not  come  into 
line  with  England,  Scotland,  and  Wales 
when  anything  in  the  way  of  temperance 
or  licensing  reform  was  introduced  in  that 
House.  There  was  before  the  House  at 
the  present  time  a  drastic  Licensing  Bill 
for  England,  which  was  causing  a  good 
deal  of  commotion  and  criticism,  and  the 
people  of  the  North  of  Ireland — and  he 
spoke  with  a  knowledge  of  their  feelings 
— very  much  regretted  that  they  were 
not  included  in  it.  They  had  made 
attempts  from  time  to  time  by 
individual  effort  to  get  legislation  passed 
which  would  meet  the  wishes  of  the 
people  there,  and  it  was  well  known  to 
every  Member  of  the  House  how  difficult 
it  was  to  get  the  Second  Reading  of  a  Bill 
and  still  more  to  get  it  placed  on  the 
Statute-book  if  it  were  in  the  hands  of  a 
private  Member,  unless  the  Government 
willingly   and    sympathetically    afforded 
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facilities  it  was  almost  impossible  to  do 
more  than  get  the  principle  approved. 
In  1906  he  had  the  good  fortune  to 
introduce  a  Bill  which  dealt  with  early 
closing  of  public-houses  on  Saturday,  and 
entire  closing  on  Sunday.  Its  Second 
Reading  was  carried  by  a  large  majority, 
and  it  was  then  sent  upstairs  to  a 
Committee.  During  the  course  of  its 
passage  through  Committee,  negotiations 
were  opened  up  between  certain  in- 
dividuals in  favour  of  the  measure,  and 
others  who  favoured  the  licensed  trade, 
and  although  he  was  responsible  for  the 
Bill  it  was  passing  strange  that  he  was 
never  once  communicated  with  in  reference 
to  the  proposed  compromise.  As  a 
matter  of  fact  that,  compromise,  as 
effected,  met  with  his  entire  disap- 
proval. He  tried  both  in  the  House 
and  in  Committee  to  point  out 
that  the  Irish  people  had  waited  long 
enough  for  that  Bill,  and  that  it  was  indeed 
a  small  thing  to  ask  that  licensed  houses 
should  close  two  hours  earlier  on  Satur- 
day nights  and  entirely  on  Sundays,  in 
the  cities  of  Ireland.  But  the  Committee 
upstairs,  influenced,  and  very  naturally  so, 
by  the  Vice  President  of  the  Irish  Board 
of  Agriculture,  who  had  had  such  long 
experience  in  this  question,  was  per- 
suaded to  agree  to  the  compromise,  which 
ho  looked  upon  as  a  mistake.  The 
principal  allegation  made  against  the  Bill 
when  it  was  under  discussion  was  that 
its  passage  would  involv«>  the  creation  of 
bogus  clubs. 

Sir  F.  BANBURY  (City  of  London) 
called  attention  to  the  ffict  that  forty 
Members  were  not  present.  House 
counted  ;  and,  forty  Members  being  found 
present — 

Mr.  SLOAN,  continuing,  said  that 
during  the  debate  on  the  Second  Reading 
the  Member  for  the  College  Green 
Division  of  Dublin  declared  that  the  Bill 
would  lead  to  the  establishment  of  bogus 
clubs.  The  Bill  came  into  force  on  the 
1st  January,  1007,  and  he  now  had  to 
confess  that  the  contention  had  proved 
well  founded,  and  that  the  effect  had  been 
the  creation  of  a  number  of  bogus  clul>s. 
HoTice  the  measure  he  was  submitting  for 
their  ap[)r<>val  that  day,  and  ho  was 
bound  to  say,  if  he  had  his  choice,  he 
Would  rather  see  the  working-man  in  the 
open  public-house  than  indulging  in  illicit 
dr-inking  in  a  bogus  club.     The  l>i!l  aimed 

Mr,  Sloan. 


at  doing    away    with  that    evil,    which 
admittedly  was  created  by  the  Bill  of  1 906. 
He  thought  the  trade,  as  it  was  called, 
would  not  object  to   being  safeguarded 
against    illicit  drinking   in    clubs.      He 
would  be  the  last  in  the  world  to  stand 
up  and  ask  for  legislation  which  would 
curtail    the    rights  or  liberties   of    the 
working  classes,  but  he  was  thoroughly 
convinced  that  nothing  in  the  Bill  would 
unduly  interfere  with  the  rights  of  the 
working    classes,    nor    with    their  hnvi 
Jide  clubs.     In   Clause  1    of  the  Bill  it 
WIS  provided  that  no  excisable  liquors 
should  be  sold  for  consumption  off  the 
premises  of  a  club,  and  that  no  visitor  to 
or  honorary  member  of  a  club  should  be 
supplied   with    excisable    liquor  on  the 
club  premises  after  licensed  houses  were 
closed.     He  thought  the  main  objection 
to  the  Bill  would  be  that  it  provided  for 
the    entry    of      the     police     in    order 
to    find    out     whether    the     club    was 
being  carried  on  according  to  the  law. 
He   did    not   wish  to  be  the  means  of 
creating  a   new  department  at  Dublin 
Castle      Someone    had    suggested   that 
instead  of  a  policeman  in   plain  clothes 
being  entrusted  with  the  duty  of  entering 
a  club  after  licensed  premises  were  closed 
for  the  purpose  of  finding  out  whether 
illicit  drinking  was  going  on,  there  should 
be  a  special  inspector  appointed  for  the 
purpose,    but    it    seemed    to    him  that 
that    would    mean    the    creation  of  an 
additional  department  at  Dublin  Castle. 
He  did  not  know  how  they  were  going  to 
get  over  the  difficulty  of  inspection,  be- 
cause at  the  present  cime  if  the  police  got 
a  warrant  to  visit  a  club  on  suspicion  they 
could  force   an   entrance.     If    any  hon. 
Gentleman  could  make  a  better  proposal 
than  that  contained  in  the  Bill,  by  which 
police  inspection  could  be  carried  out, 
otherwise  than  by    an  ordinary  police- 
man going  into  a  working-men's  club,  so 
far  as  he  was  personally  concerned  h»5 
would  have  no  objection.    The  only  thing 
they  wanted  to  do  was  to  make  the  Bill 
efFoctive.    The  application  for  registration 
was  to  be  made  on  the  1st  of  January. 
At  the  present  time  if  a  bogus  club  was 
ra'ded  and  broughc  before  the  Court  it^ 
registration  might  be  withdrawn,  but  all 
that  they  had  to  do  in  such  an  event  was 
to   change   the   name   of    the   club  and 
registration  could  be  obtained  again.    It 
was  intended  by  the  Bill    to  make  im- 
possible  in   future   such  an   occurrence. 
Thtiy  j)roposed  that   registration  should 
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take  placo  every  year  on  the  1st  of 
January,  with  notification  to  those  who 
were  interested  in  the  proper  working 
and  conduct  of  these  clabs,  so  that  they 
might  make  investigation  as  to  whether 
the  application  was  a  bona-frie  one  or  not. 
The  fourth  clause  was  very  important; 
it  provided  that  no  club  should  be  quali- 
fied for  registration  where  the  premises 
were  leased'  by  a  brewer  or  a  distiller. 
There  would,  therefore,  be  no  possibility 
of  subsidising  a  club  by  either  a  brewer 
or  distiller.  He  did  not  see  how  any 
reasonably  sane  man  could  object  to  the 
simplicity  of  the  Bill,  the  object  of  which 
was  really  to  curtail  what,  they  admitted, 
the  measure  of  1906  had  created.  Perhaps 
the  Vice-President  of  the  Agricultural 
Department  could  tell  them  about  the 
round  table  conference  which  was  to  have 
been  held  last  year.  There  was  to  be  a  com- 
promise, and  they  were  to  draw  up 
another  Bill  agreed  to  by  both  sides. 

The  vice-president  op  the 
DEPARTMENT  of  AGRICULTURE 
FOR  IRELAND  (Mr.  T.  W.  Russell, 
Tyrone,  S.)  was  understood  to  say 
that  the  reason  why  the  round 
table  conference  was  not  held  was  that 
the  temperance  party  were  so  enraged 
about  the  compromise  that  they  declined 
to  take  any  action. 

Mr,  SLOAN  said  that  the  temper- 
ance party  were  enraged  while  the 
compromise  was  going  on.  If  the 
temperance  party  were  enraged  because 
of  tne  compromise,  and  if  that  was  the 
reason  why  the  round  table  conference 
did  not  take  place,  would  the  hon. 
(Gentleman  say  how  it  was  that  the  com- 
promise had  taken  place,  because  one 
argument  was  as  good  na  the  other  ? 
The  fact  of  the  matter  was,  they 
understood  that  there  was  a  compromise, 
but  that  it  fell  throu^^h,  not  because  of  the 
temperance  party,  but  b^^cause  of  the 
representatives  of  the  trade  and  of  tliose 
who  joined  to  assist  in  bringin*^  the  Bill 
through.  Though  lie  ran  the  risk  of 
being  misunderstood,  ho  himself  was 
prepared,  rather  than  reject  the  whol*^ 
Bill,  to  accept  what  he  could  get  as  a 
reasonable  tirst  step  towards  his  object. 
Much  good  had  already  been  etlectcMl, 
and  it  was  now  a  comfort,  after  t<Mi  o"clc»ck 
on  the  Saturday  night,  to  walk  through 
the  city  of  Belfast,  compared  with  what  it 


was  formerly ;  and  the  records  of  drunken- 
ness on  the  Monday  were  now  much 
less.  On  Sundays,  when  the  people  were 
going  to  places  of  worship,  the  public- 
houses  were  closed.  Men  were  turned 
out  of  the  houses  about  five  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon,  an  i  the  result  was  that  there 
was  now  a  greater  amount  of  convenience 
and  comfort  to  the  citizens  of  Belfast  in 
going  through  the  streets.  He  appealed 
to  the  House  to  look  upon  the  Bill  as  a 
non-contentious  measure.  He  did  not 
think  that  even  the  ardent  temperance 
reformer  could  object  to  it.  He  under- 
stood that  the  junior  Member  for  the 
City  of  London  intended  to  oppose  the 
Bill.  If  he  did  he  hope  i  thathe  would 
give  them  some  tangible  reason  in  support 
of  his  objections,  because  the  reasons 
which  the  hon.  Baronet  gave  were  some- 
times difficult  to  understand.  But  in 
this  instance  the  measure  was  not  com- 
plicated, and  the  hon.  Baronet  could  go 
through  it  line  for  line  and  letter  by 
letter,  and  so  endeavour  to  give  them 
some  really  tangible  reason  for  his  sup- 
port of  the  rejection  of  the  Bill.  lie 
desired  respectfully  to  urge  on  Irish  Mem- 
bers of  both  parties  that  the  Bill  was  as 
much  in  the  interest  of  boih.i-fide  clubs  as 
in  the  interest  of  temperance  reform,  and 
there  was  no  reason  for  rejecting  it  on 
the  Second  lieading,  because  when  they 
got  into  Committee  reasonable  amend- 
ments would  be  considered  and  no  doubt 
accepted  if  they  did  not  interfere  with 
the  purpose  of  the  Bill.  With  these  re- 
marks he  begged  to  move  the  Second 
Reading  of  the  Bill. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time/'— (J/r.  Sloav.) 

Mr.  TATRICK  WHITE  (Meath,  N.), 
who  w^iis  imperfectly  heard,  in  moving 
the  rejection  of  the  Bill,  said  that  in  his 
view  a  more  absurd  measure  was  never  sui)- 
niitted  to  the  House,  and  instead  of  being 
drafted  in  the  interests  of  teniperauc(^ 
reform,  it  really  seemed  to  be  in  the 
interest  of  the  licensed  trade.  It  did  not 
in  any  way. 
that  a 
man  i'l  his  own  club  would  not  bo  a])le 
to  entertain  a  friend  who  resided  within 
seven  miles  of  that  j)hice,  during  prohi- 
bited hours  (m  licensed  premises.  What 
would  be  tlie  result  in  such  circumstances  f 
The  suggestion  would  i>o  made  that  men 


I  pronioU^      temperance 

!  Tlie  etlect   of    tlie    Hill  would  be 
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should  become  members  of  clubs,  and  in 
that  way  clubs  would  be  multiplied,  and 
as  the  multiplication  of  clubs  would  be 
bad  in  itself,  so  this  Bill  which  brought 
about  such  a  result  must  necessarily  be 
bad.  The  Clubs  Bill  of  1904  provided  that 
no  constable  could  enter  a  club  without 
having  previously  obtained  a  search  war- 
rant from  the  magistrate,  who  should  be 
satisfied  that  there  was  reasonable  ground 
for  entering  the  premises.  This  Bill  pro- 
vided that  any  police  constable  could  enter 
a  club  during  prohibited  hours  for  licensed 
houses  in  order  to  see  whether  the 
provisions  of  the  Bill  were  being  carried 
out.  He  submitted  that  that  was  a 
violation  of  the  rights  of  clubs  which 
ought  not  to  be  tolerated.  He  was  a 
member  of  a  club  numbering  600  or  700 
members  in  Dublin,  and  what  would  be 
thought  by  Irishmen  if  a  sergeant  of 
police  could  enter  their  club  at  any  time 
from  ^ve  o'clock  in  the  evening  to  closing 
time  ?  It  would  not  be  tolerated  for  a 
moment;  the  police,  with  their  privi- 
leges and  rights,  might  use  their 
powers  for  purposes  of  espionage.  It 
would  be  a  violation  of  the  rights  of  the 
subject,  against  which  they  were  bound 
strongly  to  protest.  Then  as  to  the  extra 
number  and  control  of  the  police.  The 
police  in  Ireland  were  an  Imperial  force, 
and  under  this  Bill  they  would  have  an 
opportunity  of  prying  into  private  affairs. 
They  were  bound  to  protest  against  their 
entering  any  club  except  upon  reasonable 
ground,  and  on  a  warrant  obtained  from 
the  magistrate.  Let  the  advocates  of 
temperance  promote  their  cause  by  means 
of  moral  suasion,  and  not  show  want  of 
confidence  in  it  by  resorting  to  oppressive 
and  coercive  means.  Coercive  means 
never  succeeded  in  elevating  the  indivi- 
dual character.  If  they  adopted  the 
means  of  moral  suasion  it  would  be 
found  that  they  had  a  far  greater 
effect  than  methods  of  coercion.  The 
club  was  a  man's  home  where  he 
was  supposed  to  be  able  to  enter- 
tain his  friends  without  being  interfered 
with  by  the  police.  He  moved  the  re- 
jection of  the  Bill,  and  he  hoped  that  the 
House  would  join  in  supporting  his 
Amendment. 

Mr.    CEEAN    (Cork,   S.E.)    rose   to 
speak. 

^Mk.  speaker  :  Docs  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber rise  to  second  the  Aniondmeiit  ? 


Mr.  CREAN  said  he  did.  He  had 
opposed  every  measure  of  temperance 
reform  since  he  entered  the  House,  and 
had  given  as  his  reason  for  doing  so  the 
very  reason  which  had  been  adduced  by 
the  mover  of  the  Bill.  The  hon.  Gentle- 
man in  charge  of  the  Agricultural  De- 
partment would  remember  that  he  had 
given  strong  evidence  on  behalf  of  the 
Corporation  of  Cork  and  the  trading 
bodies  of  Cork  in  opposition  to  the  Bills, 
and  his  main  plea  was  that  they  simply 
closed  the  doors  of  the  public-houses, 
which  were  under  the  supervision  of  the 
police  force,  who  could  enter  into  them 
at  all  hours  of  the  day  or  night  if  they 
had  a  suspicion,  with  warrant  or  other 
wise,  while  they  left  open  premises  which 
were  known  to  be  kept  open  all  night 
long  so  long  as  unfortunate  men  had 
money  in  their  pocket.  It  was  a  crying 
and  a  growing  shame,  and  the  evil  had 
become  more  intense  since  the  last  re- 
f'trictive  measure  was  placed  on  the 
licensed  victuallers  of  Ireland.  He  did 
not  complain  of  the  closing  of  the  houses 
earlier  on  Saturday  night  or  Sunday,  but 
he  complained  of  closing  them  to  divert 
trade  into  a  lot  of  bogus  clubs,  created 
for  no  other  rciison  than  that  the  public- 
houses  were  closed  and  the  public 
had  not  what  they  considered  to  be  legiti- 
mate opportunities  for  taking  refreshment. 
They  were  the  reasons  why  he  had  always 
opposed  temperance  programmes  that 
came  before  the  House.  To-day  he  was 
more  strongly  in  favour  of  this  Bill 
than  ever  he  was  opposed  to  the  old 
Bills  that  were  introduced,  and  for  the 
selfsame  reason  that  he  opposed  the  old 
Bills  he  was  a  supporter  of  this.  To 
his  own  knowledge  bogus  clubs  had  been 
created.  He  knew  men  who  could 
not  afiord  to  spend  money  either  in 
public-houses  or  in  clubs  who  had  been 
brought  into  clubdom  as  visitors.  The 
decency  of  the  men  themselves  would  not 
allow  them  to  accept  treats  from  others 
without  returning  the  compliment.  That 
was  the  unfortunate  vice  of  their  people, 
and  it  should  be  stamped  out  if  possible. 
He  sincerely  hoped  the  House  would 
accept  the  Bill.  It  was  no  special  plead- 
ing on  his  part.  His  opinion  was  the 
stronger  on  account  of  the  new  legislation 
that  had  passed  through  the  House  all  in 
one  dir ec  t ion .  He  remembered  a  Catholic 
bishop,  a  man  of  great  influence  in  his 
own  division,  speaking  to  him  and  for  a 
full  hour  apj)ealing  to  him  to  vote  for 
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certain  legislation  that  was  introduced 
>y  the  hon.  Gentleman  who  represented 
he  Agricultural  Department,  and  he  told 
he  bishop  he  could  support  no  such  Bill 
intil  such  restrictions  were  placed  on 
:lub8  as  would  prevent  them  from  being 
I  rendezvous  for  men  who  wanted  to  get 
Irink  after  the  public-houses  were  closed. 
^t  them  be  worked  on  the  same  prin 
iples  and  under  the  same  conditions  that 
>ublic-houses.  were  worked.  He  went 
urther  than  the  Bill.  He  would  make 
hem  pay  a  heavy  licence  if  they  were 
;oing  to  get  the  same  facilities  for  sale. 
ie  knew  clubs  to  which  people  went  after 
>eing  discharged  from  public  houses  at 
losing  time  and  at  which  they  stayed 
ill  all  hours  of  the  morning  if  they 
lad  enough  money.  He  dreaded  the 
effect  of  that  so  long  as  clubs  were 
eft  uncontrolled  by  some  authority, 
le  cared  not  what.  He  was  not  speak- 
ng  of  the  working  man's  club  any  more 
han  of  the  wealthy  man's  club.  There 
?ere  scandals  in  the  highest  clubs  in  the 
and  that  should  be  blotted  out.  He 
lad  seen  clubs  where,  when  the  lights 
rere  put  out  at  night,  candles  were  lit 
nd  the  men  went  on  drinking.  If  clubs 
ranted  the  privileges  of  vending  drink 
bey  should  be  subjected  to  restrictions 
)  prevent  them  from  doing  wrong  to  the 
ommunity,  and  he  was  there  to  speak 
3  strongly  as  he  had  ever  spoken  on 
ny  subject  in  support  of  the  Bill. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  To  leave  out  the  word  *  now  '  antl  at  end  of 
le  Qaestion  to  add  the  words  '  upon  this 
fty  six  months.'"— {3fr.  White.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  word 
now'  stand  part  of  the  Question." 

Mr.  J.  P.  NANNETTl  (Dublin, College 
rreen)  did  not  rise  to  give  any  opposi- 
on  ta  the  Bill,  because  from  what  the 
on.  Member  had  said  in  his  speech  and 
•om  some  conversation  bo  had  had  with 
im  his  desire  was  not  to  interfere,  he 
)ok  it,  with  the  hona-jide  clubs  of  the 
)untry.  His  desire  was  rather  to  meet 
lat  difficulty.  When  the  Early  Closin<^' 
ill  was  going  throu<j;h  the  House  he  was 
)urageous  enough  to  make  the  predic- 
on  that  the  result  of  an  interference 
ith  legitimate  trade  would  be  the  means 
'  establishing  all  over  the  country  those 
)gus  institutions  which  those  interested 
I   the  welfare   of   the    workin*;   classes 


would  be  delighted  to  see  abolished.     In 
the    city    he    represented     there    were 
hona-jide   clubs,   and   with   reference    to 
them     he     was     quite     satisfied     with 
the  reasonable   Amendments   which   his 
hon.    friend  would  accept  to   safeojuard 
those    clubs;    therefore    he    would    not 
interfere   with   the   passing  of  the  Bill. 
He,  however,  entered  a  strong  protest 
against   one  provision  of  the  Bill — that 
which  gave  the  right  to  any  policeman 
to  enter  on  any  club  premises.     It  was 
most  objectionable  and  would  be  resented 
by     every     working     man.        If     they 
allowed  the  principle   that  a   policeman 
could  go  into  a  hma-fide  club  it  was  no 
stretch  of  imagination  to  say  that  in  the 
near  future  they  would  have  them  coming 
into  private  homes  to  see  what  amount 
of  liquor  people   put    into   their  cellars. 
Such    legislation    would    be    repugnant 
to   the   feelings   of   Irishmen   generally. 
There  was   a  safeguard  at   present.     If 
any     person     had     a     feeling     that     a 
club    was   not   carried   on   in   a   proper 
manner,  all  he  had  to  do  was  to  make 
an    affidavit    and    get   a   warrant   from 
a  police  inspector  to  inspect  a  club.     He 
was  a  member  of  two  clubs  in  Dublin, 
though  he  very  seldom  used  them;   he 
found   the  best  club  at  the  fireside  at 
home,  and  he  was  more  happy  there.     At 
the   same   time,  he  knew  that  a  large 
number  of  working  men  took  advantage 
of  the  club  system  in  the  city  from  which 
he  came,   not  for  the   mere   purpose  of 
drinking,  but  for  reasonable  enjoyment. 
It  would  be  a  terrible  thing  if  they  put 
a  restriction  on  that  and  allowed  police- 
men  to  enter  at  any  hour,  and  perhaps 
take  hold  of  a  man  who  might  be  sitting  in 
his  club,  and  make  him  walk  the  line.     It 
was  objectionable,  and  he  did  not  think  the 
hon.  Member  for  Belfast  would  attempt 
to   ask   that  any  such  thing  should  be 
done.     He  wanted  to  get  rid  of  the  bogus 
club  system.     He  was  happy  to  say  that 
his  prognostications  as  to  bogus  clubs  heid 
not  extended  to  Dublin.     The  authorities 
had   been   able  by  proper  means  to  do 
away  with  every  one  of  the  bogus  clubs — 
bogus  in  the  sense  that  they  were  started 
by      individuals      for      personal      gain. 
He  did  not  believe  there  were  any  such 
clubs    in   Dublin    at    present.       He  was 
given  to  understand  that  in  Belfast  there 
were  plenty  of  them.     The  hon.  Member 
had  said  that  one  of  the  chief  benefits  of 
early  closing  Wiis  that  one  could  walk  the 
streets   of   Belfast   after   ten   o'clock   on 
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Saturday  night.  But  the  hon.  Member 
gave  away  the  whole  show.  The  reason 
was  that  the  people  had  gone  into  these 
bogus  clubs  which  he  was  anxious  to  put 
down.  They  had  closed  respectaole 
licensed  houses,  and  opened  the  door  to 
the  bogus  club  which  came  under  no 
regulations.  There  was  another  point  in 
the  Bill  which  he  hoped  the  hon.  Member 
would  see  his  way  to  modify,  viz.,  in 
regard  to  not  being  allowed  to  take  in- 
toxicating liquors  off  the  premises.  He  did 
no^  wish  it  to  be  thought  for  a  moment  that 
he  would  like  working  men  to  spend 
their  evenings  in  a  club  and  put  half  a 
pint  of  whisky  into  their  pocket  and  take 
It  home.  but  these  hona-JUle  well- 
managed  clubs  got  up  Sunday  morning 
excursions,  and  the  members  took 
from  the  club  liquor  and  sandwiches, 
and  anything  else.  He  did  ni»t 
see  why  the  working-man  should  be 
denied  the  right  of  going  on  an  excursion, 
and  if  he  did  not  wish  to  buy  his  spirits 
overnight,  to  make  the  purchase  at  his 
club  the  next  morning.  If  he  had  to  buy 
it  overnight  there  would  probably  be 
none  left  in  the  morning,  and  therefore 
it  would  be  a  great  evil  to  compel  him  to 
purchase  it  overnight.  He  was  thoroughly 
in  sympathy  with  the  point  raised  in 
Clause  1,  dealing  with  the  brewers  and 
distillers,  and  preventing  them  having 
anything  to  do  with  the  matter.  He 
had  no  sympathy  with  the  brewers  or 
distillers  who  owned  tied  houses.  He 
was  a  member  of  a  well-known  club  in 
Dublin,  and  he  was  sure  nobody  could 
say  a  word  against  the  way  in  which  it 
was  carried  on.  It  would  be  little  short 
of  a  scandal  if  the  police  wore  allowed  to 
walk  into  that  club  just  when  they 
pleased  when  members  might  be  having 
a  cup  of  tea  or  reading  the  newspapers. 
He  hoped  they  would  bo  mot  in  their 
effort  to  prevent  anything  like  that 
happening.  Personally  he  was  as  much 
opposed  to  bogus  clubs  as  the  introducer 
of  this  Bill,  and  he  was  willing  to  support 
any  proposal  to  kill  such  cluhs  which 
would  not  interfero  with  hona-Juh' 
working-men's  clubs.  Then  there  was 
another  clause  which  would  deprive 
a  member  of  a  clul)  from  taking 
his  friend  to  the  club  during  the  hours 
when  licensed  promises  were  closed. 
Surely  that  would  ])0  a  great  hardship 
to  an  Irishman.  Under  Clause  1  of  the 
Bill  a  member  of  a  club  was  prohibited 
from  asking  a  friend  who  resided  within 

Mr.  J,  P.  Xannetti. 


seven  miles  of  the  club  to  have  a  drink  in 
the  club  during  the  hours  that  the  sale 
of  drink  was  prohibited  on  licensed 
premises.  Surely  it  was  going  too  far  to 
say  that  a  member  of  a  club  must  not 
bring  in  a  friend  during  thoso  hours  t 

Mr.  SLOAN  :  He  may  bring  him  in. 

Mr.  J.  P.  NANNETTI  thought  it  would 
be  very  cold  comfort  to  the  friend  to  be 
brought  in  and  then  told  he  might  have 
a  glass  of  water.  It  was  a  fact  that  in 
Dublin  there  was  hardly  an  hotel 
where  a  traveller  could  ^et  his 
dinner  after  five  o'clock  in  the  after- 
noon, and  that  was  the  result  of 
temperance  legislation,  because  it  was 
found  that  it  did  not  pay  to  provide 
dinners  at  that  hour  unless  intoxicating 
li(|uors  were  sold.  If  people  were  pie- 
vented  from  taking  their  friends  into  the 
clubs  during  closing  hours  they  would 
have  to  take  them  to  their  homes,  and  if 
he  took  all  the  friends  he  bad  in  Dublin 
to  his  own  home  he  was  afraid  that  he 
would  have  a  lively  time  of  it.  Whilst 
he  welcomed  heartily  the  effort  made  by 
the  Bill  to  do  away  with  bogus  clubs  be 
urged  that  the  points  he  had  raised 
should  be  looked  into,  because  they  had 
in  the  past  caused  a  great  deal  of  confu- 
sion and  inconvenience  in  Dublin.  He 
did  not,  however,  intend  to  vote  against 
the  Bill. 

Sir  F.  BANBURY  (City  of  London) 
said  he  was  astonished  at  the  action  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  South-East  Cork,  who, 
while  he  seconded  the  rejection  of  the 
Bill,  declared  that  he  intended  to  vote 
for  it. 

Mr.  CREAN  explained  that  what  he 
had  done  was  to  second  the  Motion  for 
the  Second  Reading  of  the  Bill. 

*Mr.  SPEAKER:  I  asked  tho  hon. 
Member  if  he  rose  to  second  the  Amend- 
ment, and  I  understood  him  to  say 
'*  Yes." 

Mr.  CREAN :  What  I  meant  was  that 
I  seconded  the  Bill. 

*Mr.  SPEAKER:  The  Amendment 
was  the  Amendment  of  Jacob,  but  the 
speech  was  the  speech  of  Esau. 

Sir  F.  BANBURY  said  he  regarded 
the   Bill   as  a  persecuting  Bill,  and  for 
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that  reason  he  was  opposed  to  it.  He 
did  not  ihink  they  would  be  able  to  pro- 
mote temperance  by  persecution.  The  hon. 
Member  was  proposing  that  no  excisable 
liquor  should  oe  supplied  for  consumption 
off  the  premises.  That  might  be  very  in- 
convenient, because  the  club  might  have 
purchased,  for  example,  a  large  stock  of 
wines  or  champagnes  which  it  was  desir 
able  for  commercial  reasons  co  dispose  of, 
and  under  this  proposal  they  would  not 
be  able  to  do  so.  Even  the  Licensing 
Bill  introduced  by  the  Government  did 
not  go  so  far  as  the  hon.  Member  now 
proposed.  Section  (h)  of  Clause  1  provided 
that  no  visitor  living  within  seven  miles 
of  the  town  should  be  supplied  with 
liquor  during  the  closing  hours  of 
licensed  premises  in  the  district.  That 
appeared  to  him  to  presume  that  all 
these  clubs  were  bogus  clubs.  [Cries  of 
"No.'*]  It  meant  that  if  he  belonged 
to  a  club  in  Ireland  he  could  not  take  a 
friend  there  and  give  him  a  brandy  and 
•oda  during  the  closing  hours  of  licensed 
premises  in  that  dintrict.  It  would  be 
very  hard  if  a  member  of  one  of  those 
clubs  took  a  friend  t^ere  and  gave  him  a 
drink,  and  he  was  haled  before  a  magis- 
trate because  the  diink  had  been  served 
five  minutes  after  the  prescribed  time. 
There  was  a  provision  imposing  a  seven- 
mile  limit.  It  was  claimed  that  thai  was 
beine  done  in  order  to  make  the  club  a 
parallel  to  the  public-house,  but  he  did  not 
think  that  ought  to  be  done.  Ue  did 
not  think  that  distance  had  anything  to 
do  with  the  matter.  A  club  ought  to  be 
a  place  where  men  could  meet  together 
for  friendly  conversation,  and  general 
harmless  amusements.  Ic  should  be  a 
place  where  members  could  bring  their 
friends  just  as  they  would  do  to  their 
own  houses.  He  thought  the  promoters 
of  the  Bill  were  wrong  in  attempting  to 
enforce  a  condition  of  the  kind  referred 
to.     Clause  2  provided  that — 

**  Any  district  inspector,  or  hea<l  constahle, 
or  sergeant  of  i>olice,  may,  for  tlie  purpose  of 
detecting  or  preventing  the  violation  of  any  of 
the  provisionH  of  this  Act  or  of  tlie  jirinciple 
Act,  enter  the  premises  of  anv  registered  ciuh 
at  any  time  daring  the  hours  when  the  sale  of 
excisable  liqaors  i»  prohibited  on  liconscd 
premises  in  the  district  as  aforesaid. 


dogged  to  see  that  they  were  behaving 
themselves.  If  he  were  in  his  club  with 
a  friend  who  had  just  sat  down  with  him 
he  would  very  much  resent  being 
addressed  bv  a  policeman — **  I  see  you 
are  here  with  a  friend,  he  is  not  a  member 
of  the  club,  and  I  must  ask  you 
whether  he  has  had  anything  to  drink 
during  the  last  twenty  minutes."  He 
thought  hon.  Members  would  be  inclined 
to  jom  in  objecting  to  provisions  of  that 
sort.  He  believed  that  already  there  wafi 
a  very  great  reaction  against  certain  pro- 
posals made  by  hon.  Gentlemen  on  the 
Ministerial  side  of  the  House,  chiefly 
because  of  the  provisions  in  relation  to 
clubs.  Clause  I  was  unnecessary.  It 
was  in  the  following  terms : — 

"  No  club  shall  be  qualified  for  registration 
where  the  premises  have  been  purchased  or 
leased  for  the  purpose  of  such  club  by  any 
brewer,  firm  of  brewers,  brewery  company,  dis- 
tiller, or  wine  and  spiiit  merchant,  or  where  the 
club  is  under  covenant  to  purchase  excisable 
liquors  in  consideration  of  money  advanced  on 
account  of  the  said  club.** 

There  was  a  provision  in  the  Act  of 
1904  which  seemed  to  cover  everything 
that  was  aimed  at  by  this  clause.  There 
might  be  something  to  be  said 
f<^r  the  proposal  from  the  point 
of  view  that  a  brewer  who  was 
unable  to  obtain  a  licence  might  set  up  a 
bogus  club  and  tie  it  to  himself  in  order 
to  sell  his  own  beer.  Clause  6  seemed 
to  him  to  involve  a  departure  from  the 
old  principle  of  English  law  that  every 
man  was  aeemed  to  be  innocent  until  he 
was  proved  to  be  guilty.  That  principle 
also  applied  in  Ireland.  It  was  proposed 
to  enact  by  that  clause — 

**  Where  any  registered  club  sells,  or  distri- 
butes, or  supplies,  or  permiU  any  of  its 
membei-s,  servants,  or  offacials,  to  sell,  distri- 
bule,  or  supply,  any  intoxicating  liauors  in 
contravention  of  Section  1  of  this  Act,  the 
res{K)DRibin  otficers  and  committee,  and  every 
i.erson  payin<4  for  such  intoxicating  liquors 
shall  \\e  liable  severally  on  conviction  to  a 
I)enalty  not  exceeding  for  the  first  offence, 
seven  pounds,  for  the  second  ottence,  fifteen 
pounds,  and  for  every  subsequent  otfence, 
thirty  pounds,  unless  he  jiroves  to  the  satis- 

I  faction  of  tlie  Court  tlut  such  liqnor  was  so 
sold    or  supplied   without    hi-j   knowledge    or 

I  ai^ainst  his  consent,  and,  where  it  is  proved 
that  such  li<|uor  has  been  received,  delivered, 
or  distributed,  within  ihe  premises  of  the  club 


That  went  very  much  further  than  tlio  and  taken  cmtKide  ihe  premiHes,  it  shall,  fail- 
ing j)ro(>f  to  ihe  coutniry  be  di»eme<l  to  have 
lw>»  ji  so  takeFi  lor  consumption  outside  the 
jucniises." 

lie   was   to    bo    decned     guilty    unless 
ho    proved    his    inriocvnce.      lie   really 


provisions  of  the  (Tovernnient  Hill.  IIo 
thought  this  continual  inspection  of 
everybody  was  a  very  groat  mistake. 
Working-men  like  other  members  of  the 
eominunity    resented    being  continually 
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did  not  see  why  they  should  sud- 
denly under  this  Bill  reverse  what  had 
been  an  accepted  principle  of  English 
law  for  many  centuries.  It  seemed  to 
him  that  the  members,  servants,  and 
ofHcials  of  clubs  would  have  a  very  great 
burden  cast  upon  them  if  they  were  to  bo 
liable  to  conviction  before  a  magistrate 
unless  they  could  give  the  proof  which 
the  clause  required.  He  had  been  asked 
to  give  some  tangible  reasons  for  opposing 
the  Bill,  and  he  would  do  so.  He  thought 
it  wrong  to  subject  clubs  to  police  inspec- 
tion without  a  warrant.  The  police 
under  the  Act  of  1904  could  get  a  warrant 
if  they  were  under  the  impression  that 
anything  illegal  was  going  on.  Sub- 
section (a)  of  Clause  1  was  absurd,  because 
it  meant  that  once  liquor  was  taken  into 
a  club  it  must  be  consumed  on  the 
premises,  and  subsection  (6)  was  an  in- 
fringement of  the  liberty  of  the  subject 
because  it  would  prevent  the  member  of 
a  genuine  club  from  giving  harmless 
refreshment  to  a  friend  "  during  the 
,  hours  when  the  sale  of  excisable  liquors 
is  prohibited  on  licensed  premises  in  the 
disirict  where  the  club  is  situated."  He 
had  no  objection  to  Clause  3  which 
required  that  all  applications  for  club 
certificates  should  be  made  at  a  certain 
given  time.  That  was  the  only  harmless 
clau>e  in  the  Bill.  He  claimed  that  he 
had  shown  that  the  Bill  was  unnecessary 
and  unjust,  and  that  it  ought  not  to 
pass. 

Mr.  HART-DAVIES  (Hackney,  N.) 
said  he  had  a  certain  amount  of  sympathy 
with  the  objection  to  allowing  tne  police 
to  enter  club  premises  in  the  way  pro- 
posed. He  was  well  aware  that  the 
objection  was  mainly  sentimental,  but 
sometimes  sentimental  objections  were 
as  strong  as,  if  not  stronger  than,  other 
objections.  He  gathered  from  what  was 
said  by  the  mover  of  the  Second  Reading 
of  the  Bill  that  he  was  op  n  to  conviction 
on  that  matter.  As  to  the  rest  of  the 
Bill,  he  had  no  observations  to  make. 
The  clau>e.s  dealt  with  mattt^rs  which 
the  Irish  thems*^lves  ought  to  be  allowed 
to  settle. 

*  Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  said  he  rose 
to  state  the  view  of  the  Government  in 
regard  to  the  Bill.  They  would  vote 
for  the  Second  Koading,  hut  left  it 
entirely  to  the  judgment  of  the  House, 
reserving  to  themselves  the  right  to  deal 
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in  Committee  with  the  particular  pro- 
posals contained  in  the  measure.  As  to 
the  question  of  the  sale  and  con- 
sumption of  liquor  off  the  premises, 
he  had  to  say  at  once  that  dur- 
ing the  whole  of  the  time  he  had 
been  in  the  House  he  had  always  found 
the  opponents  of  temperance  legislation 
advising  temperance  people  to  attack 
clubs  on  the  ground  that  they  were  the 
real  sources  of  mischief.  They  said  that 
temperance  people  were  beating  the  air 
in  attacking  the  licensed  house  while 
they  left  untouched  the  unlicensed  clab. 
His  hon.  friend  the  Member  for  South 
Belfast  had  taken  their  advice,  and  he 
had  introduced  a  Bill  which,  though  it 
doubtless  had  faults,  dealt  with  clubs. 
He  agreed  with  one  of  the  objections  of 
the  hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for  the 
City  of  London,  but  it  was  a  matter  of 
detail  which  could  be  easily  rectified.  So 
far  as  he  understood,  his  hon.  friend 
did  not  attack  the  rights  of  genuine  dubs. 
The  hon.  Member's  desire  was  to  reach 
the  bogus  clubs.  The  hon.  Member  who 
moved  the  rejection  of  the  Bill  and  his 
supporters  had  made  it  quite  apparent 
that  they  were  opposed  to  all  temperance 
reform.  Whether  the  attack  was  made 
on  clubs  or  public-houses  it  was  all  the 
same  to  them. 

Mr.  PATRICK  WHITE  said  he  had 
never  spoken  against  temperance  reform 
in  his  life. 

*Mr.  T  W.  RUSSELL  said  that  he  had 
heard  the  hon.  Member  make  a  speech  an 
hour  and  a  half  long  against  a  temperance 
Bill. 

Mr.  PATRICK  WHITE  said  that  the 
hon.  Gentleman  was  mistaken. 

♦Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  said  he  accepted, 
as  he  was  bound  to  do,  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber's statement  and  his  recollection  must 
have  been  deceptive.  His  point,  how- 
ever, was  that  some  hon.  ■  Members 
opposed  every  attack  made  in  the 
interest  of  temperance  reform  on  the 
licensed  trade,  unlicensed  clubs,  or  the 
drink  traffic  in  any  shape  or  form. 

Mr.  CKEAN  thought  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man was  really  mists^en. 

*Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  said  the  hon. 
Gentleman   was  opposed  to  temperane^ 
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Mr.  CREAN  said  that  he  opposed 
temperance  legislation,  butf  supported 
this  Bill. 

♦Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  said  he  knew 
nothing   about   other   countries,    but  as 
regarded  Ireland,  he  knew  it  was  true 
that  just  as  temperance  legislation  had 
progressed,   it    hid   been   frustrated    to 
a    certain    extent    by    the     appearance 
of     these     clubs ;     and      it     was     also 
true    to    say    that     with     the    present 
law  on  the  Statute-book,  it  was  exceed- 
ingly   difficult    for    the    magistrates   to 
control    clubs.     In   his  own    experience 
he   had    known  more    than   once  when 
sitting   as   a   licensing   magistrate    that 
as    soon  as    a    public-house    had    been 
closed    it  was    immediately    opened   as 
a   club.     It   was   not  much    use    doing 
things   like    that.     He   did   not    under- 
stand that  there  was  any  desire  on  the 
part  of  any  man  to  hamper  legitimate 
clubs.     Certainly  it  was  not  his  intention 
or  the  intention  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
South  Belfast^   but  he  thought  that  the 
members  of  genuine    clubs  ought  to  be 
prepared  to  make  some  little  sacrifice  of 
their     rights     which     they     did      not 
themselves    abuse,   in  order  to  remedy 
what  everybody  admitted  to  be  one  of 
the  greatest  evils.     As  to  the  matter  of 
police   entry,   he    quite    understood  the 
feeling    of     hon.     Members    below    the 
gangway  opposite.     And  what  was  more, 
to  a  certain  extent  he  sympathised  with 
them.     All  he  could  say  in  the  matter  of 
police  entry  was  that  if  the  Bill  secured 
a  Second  Reading,  as  he  hoped  it  would, 
that  clause  could  not  stand   as  it  was. 
Some  method  would  have  to  be  taken  to 
obviate   the  apparent  difficulties  and  to 
satisfy    the     scruples     of     members    of 
legitimate    clubs    who   objected   to    the 
police,   whether  in  or  out   of    uniform, 
going  into  their  clubs  and  doing   what 
they    liked.      The    clause  would     have 
to    be    completely     overhauled.      Then 
there    was   the   matter    of    the   sale    of 
liquor  to  be  consumed  off  the  premises. 
He  was  a  member  of  two  clubs,  and  he 
had  never  been  able  to  understand  why  a 
club  which   paid    no   licence,  and  which 
contributed  nothing  to  the  rates,  should 
be  enabled  to  sell  intoxicating  liquor  for 
consumption  off  the  premises,  any  more 
than    anybody    else.     He    always    paid 
attention    to    everything    said    by    the 
hon.    Baronet    the    senior   Member    for 
the    City    of    London,  and    he  thought 


that  the  hon.  Baronet  had  made  a 
splendid  case  with  regard  to  the  stock 
of  champagne  which  the  members  of  a 
club  would  not  drink-  and  probably  they 
were  right.  That  champagne  the  hon. 
Member  said  the  club  could  not  sell  if 
this  Bill  piissed.  He  thought  a  very 
slight  alteration  of  the  clause  in  the  Bill 
would  enable  the  hon.  Member's  club 
to  get  rid  of  its  bad  champagne.  But 
that  was  not  what  the  promoters 
of  the  Bill  aimed  at.  He  had  never  been 
able  to  understand  the  justice  of  a  number 
of  men  starting  a  club  and  forthwith 
commencing  to  sell  intoxicating  liquor 
without  a  licence  and  with  no  regulations 
as  to  hours  or  anything  else.  He 
maintained  that  that  was  a  gross  injustice 
to  the  revenue  and  also  to  the  legitimate 
trader  who  paid  for  his  licence  and  was 
subject  to  all  sorts  of  regulations.  The 
hon.  Member  for  the  College  Green 
Division  had  said  that  it  would  be 
terribly  hard  for  members  of  a 
club  if  they  could  not  get  their  liquor 
in  the  morning  when  they  were  leaving 
for  a  trip  in  the  country.  The  hon. 
Member  thought  it  would  be  a  hardship 
if  they  had  to  purchase  their  liquor 
overnight  and  that  they  ought  to  be 
allowed  to  purchase  it  in  the  morning. 
Perhaps  if  it  were  purchased  overnight 
the  liquor  would  not  last  so  long, 
although  he  was  not  a  judge  of  that. 
But,  as  he  had  already  said,  members  of 
a  club  who  desired  the  welfare  of  the 
people  should  be  prepared  to  make  a 
small  sacrifice  for  the  general  good.  He 
dared  say  they  would  get  their  liquor 
in  the  morning  even  if  not  at  their  clubs. 

Mr.  J.  P.  NANNETTI  said  that  he  did 
not  believe  in  the  sale  of  liquor,  etc.,  ad  lib 
oflf  the  premises;  but  if  members  of  a 
club  were  going  for  an  excursion  to  the 
country  it  would  be  a  hard  thing  to 
be  unable  to  bring  with  them  from 
the  club  premises  the  liquor  they  wished 
to  consume  during  their  excursion.  He 
agreed  it  would  be  an  intolerable 
nuisance  if  a  club  were  able  to  sell 
liquor  oflf  the  pre  nises  to  anybody.  His 
argument  was  that  the  club  members 
should  be  entitled  to  take  from  the  club 
premises  their  liquor  in  the  morning 
they  desired  to  do  so. 

*Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  said  that  at  all 
events,  speaking  for  himself — he  only 
spoke  for  the. Government  in  favour  o( 
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the  general  principle  of  the  Bill — 
he  believed  it  was  not  right,  and  that 
they  ought  to  oppose — and  this  applied 
to  every  kind  of  club,  bogus  or  legitimate 
— the  sale  of  liquor  in  clubs  for  consump- 
tion off  the  premises.  If  clubs  wanted 
to  do  so  they  ought  to  pay  for  a  licence 
and  be  subject  to  regulations.  His  hon. 
friend  the  Member  for  College  Green 
knew  it  to  be  true  that  within  his  own 
city  it  frequently  happened  that  when 
the  public  houses  were  closed  at  a  certain 
hour,  a  very  large  number  of  men  who 
would  be  much  better  in  their  homes 
adjourned  to  their  club  and  sat  there  to 
all  hours  under  no  control  whatever. 

Mr.  J.  P.  NANNETTI :  Not  in  any 
properly  conducted  club.  They  have 
their  hours  for  closing. 

♦Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  said  he  was 
not  dealing  on  this  point  with  such  clubs. 

Mb.  J.  P.  NANNETTI  said  the  hon. 
Member  was  dealing  with  bogus  clubs. 

♦Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  said  he  differed 
from  his  hon.  friend.  He  contended 
that  immeasurable  injury  was  done  to 
poor  people  who  adjourned  from  the 
public-houses  to  clubs,  probably  with 
their  wages  in  their  pockets,  and  sat  there 
drinking  to  all  hours  and  spending  their 
money,  while  their  wives  and  families 
were  waiting  for  them  at  home.  He 
held  that  the  law  ought  to  be  strong 
enough  to  deal  with  that  matter.  He 
was  far  from  saying  that  even  after  they 
had  done  their  best  they  could  deal 
with  it  effectively,  but  at  all  events  this 
Bill  was  an  attempt  to  bring  these  clubs 
into  some  tolerable  relation  to  law,  order, 
and  decency.  He  would  suggest  to  the 
hon.  Baronet  that  as  this  was  a  matter 
purely  affecting  Ireland,  the  Irish  people 
and  their  own  morals  and  interests,  he 
should  allow  the  Irish  Members  to  fight 
out  their  own  domestic  differences 
amongst  themselves.  That  was  the 
view  the  Government  took  of  the  matter. 
They  thought  that  this  great  evil  ought 
to  be  dealt  with,  and  so  far  as  the 
Government  wore  concerned  they  would 
support  the  Second  Reading,  though  not 
jmtting  any  pressure  on  their  followers 
10  do  the  same.  They  might  do  what 
they  liked.  But  if  the  Bill  went  to  the 
Committee  upstairs,  as  it  probably  would, 
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then  they  would  submit  any  Amendments 
to  clauses  that  might  be  required  in  order 
to  make  the  measure  effective  for  the 
purpose  intended,  and  he  believed  that  it 
would  be  supported  by  ninety  out  of  the 
103  Members  from  Ireland. 

♦Mr.  BARRIE  (Londonderry,  N.)  said 
he  rose  to  support  the  Bill,  although  in 
principle  he  objected  to   several  of  its 
provisions.     The  Bill,  it  was  said  by  its 
promoters,  had  been  found  necessary  as 
the  result  of  the  legislation  passed  in  the 
year  1906,  but  they  had  had  no  statistics 
which  bore  out  the  allegation  that  as  the 
result  of  that  Bill  bogus  clubs  had  become 
very  numerous  in   Ireland.     He  hoped 
before  the  Bill  came  to  the  Committee 
stage    they    would    be   furnished    with 
statistics  bearing    out   that  suggestion, 
and    that    it    would    be    shown    there 
was      some     misapprehension     on     the 
subject.      He  had  listened  with    great 
regret      to     the     hon.     Member     for 
South     Tyrone     when      he      appealed 
to     the     English     Members     to     have 
regard  in  considering  this  measure  to 
the  moral  sense  of  the  Irish  Members, 
and    urged    them    to    leave    it  to   the 
Government  to  put  down  in  Committee 
the   Amendments  which    they    deemed 
necessary.      He    could    only    say   with 
sincerity,  as  one  who  was  anxious  that 
everything   that  was  necessary  in  this 
direction  should  be  done,  that  whaterer 
nominations  the  Government  made  on 
that  Committee,  he  hoped  they  would  not 
nominate  the  hon.  Member  for  South  Ty- 
rone.  For  very  many  years  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber was  the  advocate  of  the  most  extreme 
form  of   temperance   reform  in  Ireland. 
The  Bill  of  IU06  passed  the  House  by  an 
overwhelming  majority,  and  they  thought 
it  was  a  merest  measure  of  reform,  bat 
thanks  to  the  intriguing — he  could  not 
call  ic  anything  else—of  the  hon.  Member 
for  South  Tyrone  with  the  representa- 
tives of  the  licensed  trade   in  Ireland 
and   his    ignoring    the    Members    who 
were  in   charge  of  the  Bill,   they  had 
to  accept  la  measure  which  was  hardly 
worth     placing    on    the    Statute-book. 
He  thought  there  was  aseneral  consensus 
of  opinion  that  as  regaraed  the  five  cities 
in   Ireland  which  had  not  enjoyed  the 
benefits  of  Sunday  closing  the  time  was 
ripe  for  giving  them  Sunday  closing,  but 
thanks   to  the  hon.  Member  for  South 
Tyrone  that  day  was  again  deferred.    He 
regretted  the  arrangement  made  at  that 
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ime  with  the  licensing  trade  by  the  hon. 
klember. 

♦Mr.  speaker  :  I  fail  to  see  how  the 
reminiscences  of  the  discussions  on  a 
)revious  Bill  are  relevant  to  this  one  and 
)ear  upon  the  subject  before  the  House. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  (Clare' 
E.)  :  On  the  point  of  order.  I  ask  you 
respectfully,  Sir,  on  the  point  of  order, 
vrhether  any  hon.  Members  sitting  here 
will  be  secured  the  opportunity  of  com- 
bating the  statements  which  have  just 
been  made  by  the  hon.  Member,  which 
are  quice  inaccurate  with  regard  to  the 
hon.  Member  for  South  Tyrone. 

♦Mr.  SPEAKER:  If  the  statements 
are  out  of  order  the  answer  to  them  will 
be  out  of  order.  I  think  it  would  be 
undesirable  to  pursue  the  subject. 

*Mr.  BARRIE,  said  that  as  far  as  he  was 
personally  conce/'ned,  although  he  did  not 
accept  the  Bill  altogether,  yet  inasmuch 
Ls  it  was  aimed  at  bogus  clubs  and  there 
iras  no  attempt  to  limit  legitimate  clubs, 
le  gave  it  his  hearty  support.  They  had 
seard  a  great  deal  that  afternoon  about 
nspection  of  all  kinds  of  clubs.  He 
band  it  necessary  to  be  a  member  of 
more  than  one  club,  and  he  had  not  yet 
been  connected  with  any  club  where  the 
police  were  likely  to  feel  it  necessary  to 
exercise  this  power  of  entry.  He  did 
not  believe  the  power  woula  be  abused 
by  the  authorities;  it  would  only  be 
used  where  there  was  some  sugges- 
tion that  irregularities  were  going  on. 
Therefore  he  thought  the  fears  expressed 
as  to  that  portion  of  the  Bill  need  not  be 
seriously  considered.     As   to   the  other 

Kovisions,  he  was  opposed  to  liquor 
ing  sold  by  clubs  for  consumption  off 
the  premises;  that  was  outside  the 
province  of  any  properly  constituted  club. 
As  to  these  provisions  he  was  satisfied, 
but  there  were  some  other  provisions 
which  had  been  dealt  with  which  he 
thought  would  require  to  be  modified, 
if  not  altogether  withdrawn  from  the  Bill. 
He  thought,  however,  that  there  was 
a  general  consensus  of  opinion  that  the 
BiU  with  all  its  drawbacks  might  fairly 
go  to  a  Committee. 

Mr.  watt  (Glasgow,  C:ollege)  said 
that  when  he  came  down  to  the  llouso 
be  had  no  views  at  all    upon   the  Bill, 


but  having  listened  very  attentively  to 
the  arguments  which  had  been  put  before 
them  he  had  no  hesitation  in  supporting 
the  measure.  The  tendency  of  temper- 
ance legislation  of  recent  years  had 
certainly  been  to  give  rise  to  bogus  clubs. 
As  public-houses  were  reduced  in  number 
by  that  temperance  legislation,  unfortu- 
nately in  many  cases  clubs  arose  in  the 
immediate  neighbourhood  of  the  public- 
houses  which  had  been  shut,  and  as  this 
Bill  was  a  bona  fide  attempt  to  suppress 
bogus  clubs  he  could  give  it  his  hearty 
support.  He  took  the  view  that 
temperance  legislation  should  be  aimed 
especially  at  clubs.  He,  too,  like  many 
hon.  Members  who  had  spoken^  had  the 
privilege  of  being  a  member  of  many 
clubs,  and  it  was  always  a  subject  of 
wonderment  to  him  why  clubs  were 
permitted  at  all  hours  of  the  morning 
to  sell  drink  freely  not  only  to  members 
but  to  the  friends  of  members,  while  the 
neighbouring  public-houses  which  had  to 
pay  heavy  licence  duties  were  closed 
hours  before.  He  could  not  see  why 
that  distinction  was  permitted  by 
the  Legislature,  and  he  thought  that 
temperance  reformers  should  take  the 
line  of  prohibiting  the  sale  of  liquors 
in  clubs  at  all  hours  in  the  morning. 
For  his  part  he  did  not  see  why  a  respect- 
able club  should  object  to  this  inspection 
on  the  part  of  the  police.  He,  as  a 
member  of,  he  hoped,  respectable  clubs, 
would  have  no  objection  whatever  to  the 
passage  of  any  representative  of  the 
law  through  the  room,  but,  of  course, 
he  thought  it  advisable  when  his  visits 
were  made  that  he  should  be  in  plain 
clothes,  as  the  Licensing  Bill  suggested. 
He  was  glad  that  the  Government  had 
given  their  followers  the  opportunity  of 
supporting  this  Bill,  and  he  would  have 
the  pleasure  of  voting  for  it. 

Mr.  J.  P.  FARRELL  (Longford,  N.) 
said  he  did  not  like  to  give  a  silent  vote 
with  regard  to  this  Bill.  He  had  never 
been  in  favour  of  drastic  temperance 
legislation,  as  he  did  not  believe  they 
could  make  people  sober  by  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment. Temperance  was  a  thing  which 
could  he  spread  by  outside  opinion  just  as 
much  as,  if  not  more  than,  by  legislation. 
But  ho  heartily  sui)ported  this  Bill  for 
the  suppression  of  overdrinking  in  clubs, 
and  he  would  make  no  exemptions  what- 
ever in  regard  to  any  club  whether  it  was 
a  bogus   or  so-called   respectable     club. 
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They  should  all,  he  held,  be  subject  to  and 
obey  the  same  law,  and  he  did  not  think 
it  was  at  all  fair  or  just  that  the  publican 
who  had  to  pay  a  heavy  licence  duty, 
support  his  wife  and  family,  pay  rates, 
and  discharge  all  the  duties  of  a  citizen, 
should  have  side  by  side  with  his  house  a 
club,  bogus  or  otherwise,  in  which  people 
could  get  drunk  at  any  hour  if  they  wished. 
He  thought  any  legislation  which  would 
check  such  a  state  of  things  as  that  was 
a  step  in  the  right  direction,  and  for  that 
reason  he  supported  the  Second  Heading 
of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  J.  DEVLIN  (Belfast,  W.)  said 
that  he  also  was  not  in  favour  of  drastic 
legislation  dealing  with  the  temperance 
question,  because  he  thought  that  it  was 
very  much  like  the  speeches  of  temper- 
ance orators  and  did  not  conduce  to 
temperance,  but  went  in  the  opposite 
direction.  He  was  in  favour  of  this 
Bill  because  he  thought  it  was  th3 
only  logical  Bill  that  the  temperance 
party  had  introduced.  He  was  some- 
what surprised  to  hear  the  speech 
of  the  learned  Member  for  South 
Belfast  to  the  effect  that  Saturday  and 
Sunday  closing  was  a  success,  because  he 
had  seen  people  reeling  through  the 
streets.  He  had  not  seen  the  city  of 
Belfast  turned  into  the  peaceful 
paradise  which  had  been  represented. 
He  listened  with  some  interest  to  the 
speech  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Derry, 
because  he  understood  that  he  was  one  of 
the  hon.  Members  who  flung  their  hats 
into  the  air  because  of  the  result  of  the 
Peckham  election. 

Mr.  BARRIE  said  he  was  sorry  to  say 
that  he  had  an  engagement  outside  the 
House  that  afternoon  and  was  not  there. 

Mr.  J.  DEVLIN  said  in  any  case  he 
understood  that  wherever  he  had  the 
engagement  the  hon.  Member  flung  his 
hat  into  the  air,  and  rejoiced  at  his  Party 
swimming  into  the  representation  of 
Peckham  upon  beer. 

Mr.  DEPUTY-SPEAKER  (Mr.  Cald 
WELL,  Lanarkshire,  Mid.)  :  The  hon. 
Member  must  speak  to  the  Bill. 

Mr.  J.  DEVLIN  said  he  knew  that 
the  Peckham  election  had  nothing  to  do 
with  tooiperanco,  and  therefore  he  would 
not  say  any  more  about  it.     He  did  not 
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hesitate  to  support  this  Bill  as  the  hon. 
Member  for  South  Tyrone  was  prepared  to 
consider  and  pass  such  legitimate  Amend- 
ments as  those  who  were  in  favour  of  the 
Bill  as  a  whole,  but  yet  were  opposed 
to  some  of  its  provisions,  might  approve. 
He  quite  agreed   that   bogus  clubs  had 
sprung  uo  in  Belfast.     Those  bogus  clubs 
were  the  direct  effect  of  drastic  temperance 
legislation.     The  hon.  Member  for  South 
Tyrone  had  stated  that  when  people  left 
the  public-houses  at  five  o'clock   on  a 
Sunday   afternoon  they  went   to   these 
clubs,  and  that  was  probably  true.    He 
himself   believed  that  the  true  solution 
of    the  temperance  question  was  to  be 
found    in     the     legitimate    public-house 
under  proper    control   and    supervision, 
and  proper  drink  sold  in  proper  hours, 
with  che  addition  of  decent  house  accom- 
modation for  the  people.     It  was  not  bj 
closing  the  public-houses  that  the  appetite 
for  drink  was  destroyed.  On  the  contran', 
it    was    very   often    increased    thereby. 
When   turned  out  of    the    public-house 
people  often  turned  into'  these  clubs  to 
get  more  drink.    He  disagreed  with  one  or 
two  of  the  observations  of  his  hon.  friend 
the  Member  for  the  College  Green  Division. 
The  hon.  Member  failed  to  see  why  mem- 
bers of  clubs  should  not  be  allowed  to 
buy  drink  at  the  clubs  to  carry  with  them 
on  excursions.     He  himself  agreed  with     | 
the   Member  for  South  Tyrone  that  it     | 
would  be  a  scandalous  thing  to  allow 
clubs    to    become     competitors   of    the    | 
legitimate    public-houses.      Nor   did  he 
think  there  was  much  point  in  the  argu- 
ment, because  people    on   an  excursion 
could  obtain  what  they  required  from  the 
public-houses  under  the  travellers'  clause 
of  the  Act,  and  he  did  not  believe  there 
was  a  thirst  so  intense  that  it  could  not 
wait  for  five  miles  to  be  satisfied.    With 
regard  to  the  Amendment  which  the  hon. 
Member  for  South  Tyrone  said  he  was 
prepared  to  accept    on    behalf   of  the 
Government,  he  could  only  say  he  should 
oppose    the    Bill    most    strenuously  it 
policemen  were  to  be  allowed  to  go  into 
clubs    either    in    or   out    of    umfonn. 
Personal   liberty   in    Ireland   was  voiy 
slight  at  the  present  time,  and  as  the 
clubs  were  the  homes  of  the  people  who 
used  them  he  objected  to  officious  poUce- 
nien  being  allowed  to  enter  them  and  to 
behave  as  the  policemen  of  Ireland  did 
in    these    matters.      Therefore,  if   the 
Government  desired  that  the  Bill  should 
pass,  they  should  devise  some  other  meaoft 
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of  inspection  to  ensure  that  the  purposes 
of  the  Bill  might  be  carried  out.     Sorae 
alteration  should  also  be   made  in  the 
Bill  with    regard    to    the    introduction 
of  a  friend.     The  provision   of  the  Bill 
governing   that  matter  was   an  absurd 
one.       A    member  ought  to  be  allowed 
to  introduce  a  fnend  and  treat  him  as  a 
temporary  member  of  the  club.     To  say 
that   the  friend  should   only  have   one 
drink  while  the  man  who  took  him  in 
could   have   as  many  as  he  wanted  was 
ridiculous.    He  would  not,  however,  press 
the  point.    The  hon.  Member  was  the  only 
logical  temperate  man  he  had  listened  to 
in  the  House ;  he  had  always  been  a  strong 
opponent  of  the  drink  traffic  and  his  object 
in  bringing  in  the  Bill  was  to  ensure  that 
people  when  they  left  the  public- houses 
should  not  go  into  clubs  and  secure  that 
which  the  law  would  not  allow  them  to 
have  in  the  legitimate  public-houses.     He 
was  a  strong  opponent  of  grandmotherly 
legislation  on   temperance.     He   himself 
would  not  give  a  licence  to  a  single  pub- 
lican where  the  public-house  was  owned  by 
a  brewer  or  distiller.     He  believed  that  if 
the  public-houses  were  owned  by  the  men 
who  occupied  them  and  were  not  tied  to 
brewers  or  distillers,  half  the  temperance 
question  would  be  solved.     He  objected 
altogether  to  the  brewer  or  distiller  when 
a  public-house  was  closed  starting  a  bogus 
dub.     He  believed  that  brewers  and  dis- 
tillers were  at  the  bottom  of  the  bogus 
dubs,  and  he  was  glad  his  hon.  friend  had 
sufficient  grasp  of  the  subject  to  see  that 
they  should  not  have  any  control  over 
Ihese   clubs  and   that   they  should   not 
establish    them    in    opposition    to    the 
legitimate  public-house.      For  all  these 
reasons,  though  he  supported  the  Bill,  he 
hoped  in  Committee  the  genuine  friends 
of  temperance   would    alter  it  in  some 
particulars. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  expressed 
bis    pleasure   at   finding,    in   respect   to 
his  Bill,  at  any  rate,  practical  unanimity 
unong  all  who  had    spoken.     The  hon. 
Member    who    had     just     spoken     and 
others,     who     did     not     always     share 
he  views  of  those  interested  in  temper-  ' 
mce     legislation,     were    in    favour     of 
he    Bill,    and    it    would    bo   found    he  | 
relieved  that  every  man  representing  an    it  was 
Tish  constituency  also  was  in  favour  of 
L     That  being  the  case  it  seemed  almost 
mneceasary  to  prolong  the  debate,  and 
le   would  not   have   done   so  by  rising 
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but  for  the  fact  that  the  unanimity  that 
prevailed  had  had  an  assault  made  upon  it 
Dy  the  hon.  Member  for  North  Derry. 
He  quite  agreed  that  the  hon.  Member 
was  an  ardent  supporter  of  temperance 
but  Athing  could  have  been  better  cal- 
culated to  injure  that  cause  than  the 
attack  the  hon.  Member  had  delivered 
on  the  hon.  Member  for  South  Tyrone. 

Mr.  T.  L.  CORBETT  pointed  out  that 
Mr.  Speaker  ruled  that  the  hon.  Member 
for  North  Derry  was  out  of  order,  and  his 
hon.  friend  was  prevented  from  continu- 
ing his  argument.  Mr.  Speaker  said  he 
would  not  allow  any  reply  upon  it. 

Mr.  J.  DEVLIN  said  that  when  the 
point  of  order  was  raised  the  hon.  Member 
for  North  Derry  was  ruled  out  of  order, 
and  when  his  hon.  friend  rose  to  reply  he 
was  ruled  out  of  order. 

Mr.  deputy-speaker  said  the 
matter  was  rather  out  of  order  and  must 
not  continue. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  said  it 
was  perfectly  true  as  his  hon.  friend  had 
stated,  and  he  was  sorry  the  hon. 
Member  for  North  Down  thought  so 
meanly  of  him  as  to  suppose  that  he 
should  take  advantage  of  Mr.  Speaker 
being  out  of  the  Chair  to  do  something 
which  he  could  not  do  if  Mr.  Speaker 
were  present.  What  he  was  about  to 
say  when  interrupted  by  the  hon. 
Member  was  that  the  hon.  Member  for 
South  Tyrone  had  taken  no  isolated 
action  at  any  time.  So  far  as  he  (Mr. 
Redmond)  knew  the  hon.  Member  had 
acted  in  consultation  with  some  of  those 
who  sat  on  the  Nationalist  Benches,  and 
they  were  prepared  to  take  their  share  of 
the  responsibility.  He  would  say,  how- 
ever, that  it  was  not  in  the  interest  of 
temperance  that  attacks  of  that  kind 
should  bo  made. 


Mr.  T.  L.  CORBETT  : 
allowed  to  reply  to  this  1 


Are  we   to  be 


Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  expressed 
his  inability  to  account  for  the  restlessness 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  North  Down,unless 
it  was  duo  to  the  fact  that  the  hon. 
Gentleman  had  recently  been  speaking  at 
street  comers  where  there  was  no  tolera- 
tion and  no  order,  good,  bad,  or  indifferent. 
It  was  not  in  the  interests  of  temperance 
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that  such  attacks  should  be  delivered, 
in  view  of  the  fact  that  it  was  more 
than  thirty-five  years  since  the  hon. 
Member  for  South  Tyrone  devoted  him- 
self to  the  interests  of  temperance  legisla- 
tion. He  differed  from  him  in  9  great 
many  things,  but  there  was  no  gainsaying 
the  fact  that  he  had  devoted  his  life  to 
this  thing,  and  that  long  before  the  hon. 
Member  for  Derry  was  heard  of  in  tem- 
perance legislation,  the  interests  of  tem- 
perance legislation  in  Ireland  were  served 
by  the  hon.  Member  for  South  Tyrone. 
When  former  legislation  was  being  carried 
through  the  House  in  reference  to  tem- 
perance matters  in  Ireland,  it  was  con- 
stantly alleged,  he  thought  somewhat 
unfairly,  that  many  of  those  who  were 
interested  in  passing  Sunday  Closing  Acts 
and  measures  of  that  kind  were  animated 
]>y  some  strange  desire  to  injure  the 
interests  of  their  fellow-countrymen  who 
were  engaged  in  the  licensing  trade,  but 
he  thought  that  that  was  never  true.  So 
far  as  he  knew,  no  Member  had  ever 
been  animated  in  such  a  way,  and  there 
had  been  no  desire  whatever  unfairly  to 
interfere  with  the  legitimate  business  of 
those  engaged  in  the  licensing  trade.  But, 
be  that  as  it  might,  he  thought  the  intro- 
ductitm  of  this  Bill  showed  clearly  that 
the  object  was  not  in  any  way  to  harass 
those  in  the  licensing  trade,  but  to 
promote  temperance,  and  having  in  view 
the  legislation  which  had  become  law, 
it  would  be  simply  an  unfair  thing 
to  the  licensed  trade  in  Ireland  if  such 
a  Bill  had  not  been  produced.  He  was 
sorry  to  admit  that  where  licensed 
houses  had  been  interfered  with  and 
licences  extinguished,  they  had  found 
bogus  clubs  springing  up ;  that  was  one 
of  the  worst  difficulties  to  be  met  with, 
and  ho  did  not  minimise  it  for  a  moment, 
but  that  being  so,surely  this  Bill  was  neces- 
sary, in  order  that  the  same  rules  should 
be  applied  to  clubs  as  were  apj)lied  to 
licensed  premises.  He  thought  it  would 
be  monstrously  unfair  to  the  licensed 
trade  to  interfere  with  their  business  and 
at  the  same  time  to  allow  it  to  be  trans- 
ferred to  clubs,  which  were  not  under 
the  same  public  control ;  therefore  ho 
believed  this  Bill  was  the  necessary 
Consequence  of  previous  legislation  in  the 
same  direction.  He  quite  agreed  with 
the  hon.  Member  for  Belfast,  that  the  Bill 
would  need  some  amendment  in  Com- 
mittee, lie  thought  that  in  Ireland 
especially   the    ([uestion    of    the    entry 
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of  the  police  was  an  extremely  difficult 
one.     He  was  not  going  to  deliver  aoy 
attack  on    the   police   at   that  moment, 
but  he  was  afraid  that  if  the  Bill  passed  in 
its  present  form,  the  poor  working-men's 
clubs  in  the  out-of-the-way    districts  of 
the  city,    where   men    congregated    for 
legitimate  amusement,  would  be  far  too 
regularly  and  far  too  officiously  inspected 
by  the  police,  and  a  great  deal  of  irri- 
tation   would    be    caused ;     but     there 
were    other    clubs    in     Dublin     which 
he    was  perfectly   certain   in  which  no 
policeman  would  dare  to  show  his  nose. 
They  could  not  make  it  too  clear  that  it 
was  to  be  in  reference  to  clubs  generally; 
there  were  to  be  no  exceptions  made  iii 
favour  of  the  rich  man's  club.     He  felt, 
with  regard  to  legislation  about  club««,  a 
good  deal  of  hesitation,  bocauBO  he  was 
assurjd   that,  certainly,  in   Ireland,  the 
law  under  a  measure  of  this  kind  would 
be  strained  against  the  poor  people,  and 
it  would  be  in  many  cases  practically  ft 
dead  letter  when  it  came  to  deal  with  the 
wealthy   clubs  of    the  leisured   classes. 
Therefore,  he  quite  agreed  that  the  ques- 
tion  would  have  to  be  very  carefully 
considered  in  Committee.    As  to  whether 
the  policeman  must  be  in  uniform  or  not, 
that  was  a  question  which  he  remembered 
was    debated  in    reference  to  the  Act 
limiting    the     speed     of     motor    cars, 
and     there     was     a     question     as    to 
whether  the  policeman  who  stopped  the 
car  should  be  in  uniform  or  not.    He 
remembered  making  a  remark  on  that 
occasion   which    he    thought    he  misht 
appropriately  repeat;    and  it  was  that 
after  all  it  made  very  little  difference 
whether  a  policeman  was  in  uniform  or 
not.     A  policeman  was  a  policeman  all 
the  world  over.     He  had  had  the  advan- 
tage of  being  arrested  more  than  once. 
He  had  been  arrested  by  a  policeman  in 
full    uniform    and    by   a    plain    clothes 
detective,  and  in  the  end  the  result  was 
exactly  the  same,  and  it  made  no  differ- 
ence to  him  at  all.    But  there  was  no 
doubt  that  in  Ireland,  on  the  question  of 
a  policeman  marching  into  working-men's 
clubs  when  they  were  sitting  at  their 
tables,  perhaps  playing  a  game  of  cards, 
if    the    policeman    was    not    extremely 
tactful  the  result  would  in  all  probabilitv 
lead  to  a  worse  row  than  ever    took 
place     in     any    pubUc^house.     He    con- 
gratulated the  hon.  Member  for  Belfast 
and  the  whole  city  of  Belfast  on  being 
united   on  this  Bill,    and  he    speciallT 
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>cognised  the  appropriateness  and  fitness 
:  the  Government  being  represented  in 
10  matter  by  the  hon.  Member  for  South 
yrone,  who  had  done  good  service  to 
le  cause,  which  was  gladly  recognised 
I  Ireland  in  spite  of  what  the  hon. 
[ember  for  Derry  had  said. 

Mr.  T.  L.  CORBETT  said  the  hon. 
[ember  for  East  Clare  had  said 
tiat  he  (Mr.  Corbett)  had  been 
n^ged  in  speaking  at  street  corners 
1  reckham.  He  was  only  too  proud  to 
ave  spoken  at  street  corners  in  Peckham, 
ot  altogether  with  bad  results.  He  did 
ot  propose  to  intervene  between  the 
[oube  and  a  division  for  more  than  a 
loment.     He  was  only  too  glad  to  give 

general  support  to  the  Bill,  although  a 
)w  Amendments  might  be  ventured.  In 
Belfast  there  would,  he  thought,  be  no 
deling  about  the  entry  of  police  such 
8  that  which  appeared  to  be  dreaded 
y  the  hon.  Member  for  East  Clare, 
nd  he  hoped  the  Government  would 
lOt  give  way  on  that  important  point 
rhen  the  Bill  went  into  Committee. 
le  heartily  supported  the  main  principles 
i  the  Bill,  reserving  to  himself  the 
ight  to  discuss  details  in  Committee. 

Lord  R.  CECIL  (Marylebone  E.)  said 
le  would  not  have  taken  part  in  the 
lebate  except  for  an  observation  of 
he  hon.  Member  for  South  Tyrone, 
rho,  with  all  the  dignity  of  the 
rreasiiry  Bench,  rebuked  him  even  for 
theering  his  speech  and  told  him  that 
(ince  he  was  an  English  Member  he  had 
K)  right  td  take  any  part  in  the  debate. 

Mr,  T.  W.  RUSSELL :  I  did  not  say 
;hat.  I  said  it  was  simply  a  domestic 
x>ncem  in  which  nobody  else  than  Irish 
'epresentatives  were  involved. 

Lord  R.  CECIL  said  the  hon.  Member 
lad  intimated  that  he  thought  it  was  un- 
lesirable  that  an  English  Member  should 
ake  part  in  the  debate,  and  he  did  not 
n  the  least  agree  with  that.  He  thought 
t  was  the  duty  of  ali  Members  to  consider 
he  Bills  that  were  submitted  to  them 
nd,  if  necessary,  to  give  their  opiniohs 
hereon;  therefore,  he  desired  to  say 
,  few  words  on  this  Bill.  He  under- 
tood  that  it  was  introduced  in  order  to 
tut  a  stop  to  what  were   described   as 
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bogus  clubs,  but  he  did  not  find  Anything 
bo  confine   the  Bill,  except,  perhaps,  in 
Clause  4,  which  dealt  with  clubs  estab- 
lished by  brewers,  specifically  to  bogus 
clubs  more  than  to  any  other  clubs;  it 
applied  to  all  clubs,   however  genuine. 
Moreover,  he  thought  there  were   some 
very  good  observations  made  by  the  hon. 
Members    for  Clare    and    for    Belfast, 
which  showed  the  danger  of  all  this  kind 
of    legislation.     They    said    that    these 
bogus  clubs  had  come  into  existence  by 
reason  of  the  drastic  temperance  legisla< 
I  tion  already  passed.     He   thought  that 
was  the  kind  of  observation  which  was 
exceedingly  true  and  important  for  the 
!  House    to    remember.     They    did    not 
destroy  the  disease  of  excessive  drinking 
by  such  legislation.     At  the  most  they 
changed    the    symptoms,    and    he    was 
I  by  no  means  sure  that   if  they  passed 
legislation  dealing  with  clubs  in  general 
it  was  the  bogus  club  which  would  sufiFer 
most    severely.       Bogus    clubs     which 
intended  to  carry  on  business  of  a  dis- 
reputable character  in  the  sale  of  liquor 
would  be  able  to  protect  themselves  far 
more    easily   than    the   bona -fide    clubs. 
They  would  take  elaborate  precautions 
and  have  an  elaborate  system  of  spies 
^  and  so  on,  such  as  they  knew  did  exist,  to 
protect  those  institutions,  and  they  would 
be  the  last  clubs  that  would  be  hit  by 
legislation  of  this  kind.     It  was  not  the 
bogus  clubs  that  would  most  resent  the 
policemen.     Where  men  were  assembled 
merely  to  drink  they  would  not  be  dis- 
turbed by  policemen  coming  in,  but  the 
genuine  clubs,  which  existed  for  proper 
social    purposes,    were    the    very    clubs 
which  would  be  most  hit  by  the  entrance 
of  a  policeman.     He  did  not  know  how 
it  might  be  in  Ireland,  but  he  Was  asked 
to  go  the  other  day  to  a  working-men's 
club  in   his   own    constituency   on   this 
question.     It  was  not  a  political  club  in 
any  sense,  and  he  was  asked  to  hear  their 
view  on  the  question.    He  found  profound 
indignation  at   the  idea  of  a  policeman 
being  allowed  to  go  into  that  club.     They 
said  that  the  talk  about  the  same  law 
for    the    rich    and    the    poor    was    the 
merest   nonsense,    which   might   take   in 
i  Members  of  Parliament,  but  nobody  else, 
I  and    that   for   a   policeman   to   go    into 
I  a  working-men's  club  was  totally  diflferont 
from  a  policeman  going  into  a  club  in  Pall 
I  Mall. 

\      Mr.  watt  (Glasgow,  College) :  Why  J 
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v-iritiAti/  'if  one  Ur  ^■./•^i  r'-i'-^n  ^riere 
rhe  rr4ftmry>n  -^tn  ar.ri  p;i7i»ii  o,  111:1. rd-? 
^f.fi  Uilcerl,  a.'.ri.  he  h;iil  no  'iwabc. 
^ir^nic  nheir  r^*-r.  I:  a  pi.lioenian 
w^ifit  in  he  wenr,  ri^rht  int»j  tha:  ro*jnL 
There  '3»;jh  no  on  her  p^rt  of  the  club  ac 
all  U,  which  he  f:iy4ld  pay  a  formal  vLsit. 
arwJ,  a*  they  sairj,  he  could  go 
t<'>  any  member  if  he  thought  right, 
take  him  by  the  ^hoiilder,  and  say.  '*  I 
thi«k  you  have  h^fl  quite  enough  tr. 
drink.'  They  said  that  it  was  the 
end  of  all  privaey  and  of  all  sooia' 
enjoyment,  and  a^  to  whether  the 
\tff\UA'Mififi  wa^  in  plain  elonhes  or  in 
unifonn,  they  .vjotFed  at  the  distinction. 
lie  wa«  «urpn.-.ed  and  greatly  deliirhTed 
to  find  that  there  wa.-4  stiil  alive  in 
Hn;<li-»hmeri  -tueh  a  strung  senriment  o: 
jK-Trt'^nai  iiUjrty  aa  he  found  among  the 
merfiU;rH  of  that  elub. 

Mk.    WATT:    What  would  a  p^Iice- 
niun  do  at  the  Carlton  Club? 

LoKli  U.  CA'TMj  said  he  did  not  think 
he  would  i^o  and  Heizeoneof  the  members 
by  the  arm  and  ivnk  whether  he  had  not 
hiul  <^noij^h  to  drink.  Rlverybody  knew 
that,  an  inHpection  of  8uch  a  club  as  that 
would  be  the  merest  formality.  He 
would  Ko  into  the  hall,  and  perhaps  look 
int,o  the  morning  room,  taking  caro  to 
go  in  whnn  there  was  nobody  th(!re,  and 
I  Immi  go  out  again.  The  t  hing  was  totally 
diUnient..  and  1mi  observed  that  the  hon. 
MeiiUMU"  for  St(»ke  agreed  with  him  in 
that,  if  in  nothing  (^Ise.  There  was 
anollier  eonsicleration  whieli  he  ventured 
to  urge  on  the  llonse.  One  of  the  great 
dini(Milti««M  in  diMiling  with  the  liquor 
tnub*  was  that  there  had  Immmi  created  a 
njonopoly  for  thin  sale  of  liquor  by  well- 
intenti(»iHMl  h^gislation  attempting  to  put 
a  slop  t.o  intemperance.  The  ellect  had 
been  t.o  ertMite  the  monopoly  atid  to  raise 
a  dillitMilt  ({uesti«)n,  and  it  appeared  that 
iliiM-e  waM  a  great  dani^or  that  the  House 
was  going  to  rreate  the  same  ditHculty 
in  regard  t«»  clubs  as  tu)W  existed  in 
rej'jinl  to  lirenseil  house**.  They  were 
going  to  provide  strict  regulations  as  to 
regi'-tratiou  ami  to  maUt*  it  increasingly 
ditlinilt  to  obtain  resist ratiiui,  and  they 
were  going  toercalea  siHU'ially  privileged 
class  of  clubs  entitled  to  registration 
which      would       i\M\  lually      acquire      a 
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:in-e.''p«l7  value  very  similar  ti  the 
y.'  ■r.':^*ij  ^ilie  create*!  in  publie-houies, 
ATji  izi  riture  yean  they  would 
\x"^  die  same  difficulty  to  deal 
.v^i'.h.  waen  they  came  to  deal  with 
.'•?gi.scereii  claba  which  they  now  had  in 
■i:a;:ng  with  lieended  houses.  That  was 
i  .arge  subject,  and  he  could  not  enter 
ipijQ  it  more  than  to  indicate  the  di£- 
ouicy.  But  he  felt  that  the  Bill  was  a  bad 
one,  and  really,  if  the  House  dealt 
^ith  it  honestly,  they  would  reject  it  on 
:he  Second  Reading  .  but  in  view  of  the 
^eat  unanimity  of  those  who  had  the 
most  local  aci^oaintance  with  the  subject 
he  did  not  propose  to  put  the  House  to 
the  trouble  of  a  division  on  it.  He  could 
not  accept  the  otfer  of  the  hon.  Meiuber 
for  ^k>uth  Tyrone  to  amend  the  Bill  as 
any  satisfaction  to  himself.  He  did  not 
feel  aure  that  his  Amendment  would 
make  the  Bill  more  acceptable  to  him, 
and  he  observed  that  many  of  those  who 
.  supported  the  Bill  did  so  in  the  hope 
!  and  belief  that  all  its  main  provisions 
would  be  struck  out.  He  thought 
I  that  if  that  was  so,  the  better  course 
I  would  be  to  reject  it  now,  and  not  to 
I  leave  it  to  casual  Amendments. 

MR.AV.  E.  HARVEY  (Derbyshire,  N.E.) 
said  he  rose  to  support  the  Bill,  which 
he  thought  quite  necessary  at  the 
present  time.  He  quite  agreed  with 
the  Member  for  South  Tyrone  when 
he  said  that  they  could  not  touch 
this  question  by  legislation  imposing 
restrictions  without  exciting  opposition 
somewhere.  The  Bill  was  worthy  of  the 
support  of  all  Members  of  the  Htotf 
who  wanted  to  get  rid  of  a  monopoly 
which  was  growing  in  this  country  to  iui 
alarming  extent.  Clause  4  was  tne  very  I 
life  of  the  measure,  and  in  his  opinion^ 
knowing  the  working-men  of  the  country 
as  well  as  any  Member  of  the  House,  it 
would  be  generally  accepted.  Blany 
reasons  had  been  assigned  for  intemper- 
ance, and  strong  statements  had  been 
luado  about  bogus  clubs,  but  he  ventured 
to  say  that  the  brewers  were  more  respon- 
sible for  it  than  any  other  class  of  the 
community.  What  happened  f  Many  a 
01  ub  owed  its  origin  to  a  brewery  com- 
pany. There  was  an  inner  working  in 
this  matter  which  was  not  generally 
reroi^nised,  and  he  ventured  to  say  that 
if  they  put  a  restriction  on  what  he 
ealled  property  in  drink  they  wooU 
do    a  great  deal  to    remedy    a  great 
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evil.  Brewers  established  clubs  in  this 
country,  and  they  paid  enormous  prices 
for  the  premises.  The  club  established, 
they  then  forced  their  drink  upon 
the  members,  who  had  no  choice  as  to 
their  drink  at  all.  He  wished  that  the 
clause  could  be  made  to  apply  to  licensed 
houses  as  well  as  to  clubs ;  it  would  be  the 
salvation  of  the  working-men  of  the 
country.  He  wanted  to  see  the  time 
when  they  would  have  no  tied  clubs 
or  tied  houses,  and  the  occupiers  of 
licensed  places  would  be  free  to  buy  the 
best  commodities  in  the  open  market  for 
the  customers  who  resorted  to  their 
houses.  He  hoped  that  in  the  near 
future  something  of  that  kind  would  be 
introduced  into  the  House  of  Commons 
and  accepted,  for  it  would  be  for  the 
well-being  of  the  community.  With  re- 
gard to  the  question  of  the  fairness  of 
the  Bill  to  licence  holders,  he  was  of 
opinion  that  a  great  injustice  had  too 
IcHig  been  done  to  the  publicans,  who 
were  under  great  restrictions,  and  were 
prevented  from  doing  a  great  many 
things.  Their  houses  were  watched,  and 
it  became  almost  intolerable  for  them 
Bometimes  to  continue  in  their  trade. 
He  had  yet  to  learn  that  one  law  ought 
to  apply  to  one  trader  and  not  to 
mother ;  if  it  was  wrong  to  get  drunk 
in  a  public-house  it  was  equally  wrong  to 
get  orunk  in  a  club,  and  some  provision  in 
regard  to  that  aspect  of  the  case  ought  to 
be  made.  Why  should  a  man  go 
into  *a  club  which  paid  no  licence 
and  was  under  no  inspection,  and  get 
demoralised  and  intoxicated  there,  in 
svasion  of  the  law?  A  man  in  such 
circumstances  would  be  shielded  and 
hidden  in  the  club,  and  there  was  no 
remedy.  But  in  a  licensed  house,  under 
police  inspection,  there  were  effective 
restrictions.  For  himself,  ho  could  not 
understand  why  men  should  bo  afraid  of 
policeman  going  in  anywhere.  Whore 
they  objected  to  it,  the  inference  was 
that  there  was  something  shady  going 
on  which  they  wanted  hidden.  He  knew 
well  that  there  were  some  very  disgrace- 
ful clubs,  and  on  a  Sunday  when  the 
public-houses  were  still  closed,  he  had 
seen  men  turn  out  drunk  at  half-ptist  ten 
in  the  morning.  Such  a  state  of  matters 
on  a  Sunday  morning  was  a  disgrace  to 
the  nation,  and  the  time  had  come  when 
they  should  treat  the  (Hiestion  in  the 
most  serious  manner.  lie,  therefore, 
should   give  his  supf:ort    to   the  Second 


Reading  of  this  Bill,  and  he  was  hopeful 
that  ere  long  the  same  principle  would 
be  applied  throughout  the  whole  of 
England  and  the  rest  of  the  United 
Kingdom.  They  wished  to  put  drinking 
places  under  proper  supervision  and 
proper  command. 

Mr.  J.  MACVEAGH  (Down,  S.)  said 
the  noble  Lord  the  Member  for  Marylebone 
had  approached  the  consideration  of  the 
question  with  frequent  references  to 
personal  liberty,  and  he  had  asked  the 
House  to  believe  that  the  interests  of 
personal  liberty  were  involved  in  the 
Bill.  He  did  not  know  by  what  process 
of  argument  the  noble  Lord  had  convinced 
himself  of  that,  unless  it  were  in  pursu- 
ance of  the  old  theory  that  a  man's  club 
was  his  home,  and  therefore  a  man  was 
immune  from  interference  of  the  law  if  a 
member  and  within  its  walls.  But  he 
thought  that  the  position  about  a  club 
being  a  man's  home  was  fallacious.  To 
his  mind  a  club  in  a  sense  was  public,  and 
he  could  not  understand  how  any  man  of 
intelligence  could  urge  for  a  moment  that 
a  man,  by  paying  a  subscription  as  a 
member  of  a  club,  could  imagine  that  he 
was  therefore  entitled  to  place  himself 
outside  the  law.  He  supported  the  Bill 
from  a  standpoint  perhaps  different  from 
that  of  his  hon.  friend  the  Member  for 
South  Belfast  who  introduced  it,  and  of 
his  colleague  in  the  representation  of 
Ulster,  who  supported  it.  He  did  not 
profess  to  understand  the  working  of  the 
mind  of  the  Ulster  Unionists  on  the 
question  of  temperance  reform.  They 
shuddered  at  the  name  of  drink,  and 
they  shrank  from  the  contamination 
of  association  with  the  common  publi- 
can, but  these  same  Gentlemen  in  the 
case  of  a  brewer  or  distiller  prostrated 
themselves  before  him.  They  wanted  to 
apply  to  Ireland  the  same  law  as  pre- 
vailed in  the  state  of  marine,  under  which, 
when  a  man  sold  drink,  they  sent  him  to 
sjaol.  But  what  did  they  do  themselves  1 
Provided  a  man  in  Ulster  sold  enough 
of  it,  they  sent  him  to  the  House  of 
Commons. 

An  HON.  MEMBER :  To  the  House  of 
Lords. 

Mr.  J.  MACVEAGH  said  it  was  in 
K ng] and  that  they  sent  them  to  the 
House  of  Lords;  the  Ulster  Unionists 
only  sent  them  t(»  the  House  of  Commons. 
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Ho  was  in  favour  of  the  Bill  for  two 
reasons.  He  believed  these  clubs  were  a 
far  greater  source  of  intemperance  than 
the  legitimate  public-houses.  He  had 
been  driven  to  that  conclusion  by  his 
observation  of  clubs  in  this  country,  and  he 
supported  the  Bill  because  he  was  sincerely 
anxious  that  the  day  should  never 
come  when  the  club  curse  should  obtain 
such  a  hold  upon  Ireland  as  it  had 
obtained  upon  this  country.  Secondly, 
he  supported  the  Bill  because  he  thought 
the  competition  of  the  clubs  was  unfair 
to  the  legitimate  licensed  trader.  He 
had  to  pay  a  high  licence  duty ;  he  was 
told  the  hours  at  which  he  was  to 
open  and  to  close ;  but  no  such  regula- 
tions were  imposed  upon  the  clubs ;  they 
could  sell  intoxicating  drinks  at  any 
hour.  If  the  Bill  was  to  be  effective 
it  would  have  to  bo  modified  in  one 
way  and  certainly  strengthened  in 
another.  He  had  never  been  able  to 
understand  why  it  was  that  neither 
temperance  reformers  nor  publicans  had 
had  the  courage  to  demand  that  the 
regulations  should  be  carried  to  a  logical 
issue  and  club  bars  compelled  to  close 
at  the  same  hour  as  public  houses.  The 
noble  Lord  the  Member  for  Marylebono 
might  call  it  an  interference  with  personal 
liberty,  but  there  was  an  interference 
with  personal  liberty  in  many  things. 
The  law  interfered  with  the  burglar, 
with  a  man  who  wanted  to  take  poison 
and  commit  suicide,  and  with  the  man 
who  wanted  to  go  into  a  public  house 
and  drink  after  a  certain  hour;  and,  in- 
asmuch as  the  law  regulated  the  sale 
of  drink,  if  it  was  improper  to  sell  drink 
after  a  certain  hour  in  a  public  house, 
the  same  regulations  ought  to  be  made 
with  regard  to  clubs.  He  did  not  think 
it  would  be  any  groat  hardship  for  the 
hon.  Member  when  ho  entered  the  Carlton, 
or  when  ho  went  up  to  the  club  in  Maryle- 
^Wio  about  which  ho  had  spoken,  to  bo  told 
it  was  half-past  twelve,  and  that  ho  could 
not  got  drink  there.  He  had  too  much 
respect  for  the  hon.  Baronet  the  Member 
for  tho  City  of  Ijondon  to  imagine  that  he 
went  round  at  half-past  twelve  at  night 
looking  for  clubs  at  which  he  could  drink. 
He  sincerely  trusted  the  Bill  would  be 
amended  in  that  direction.  Unless  a 
clause  Wiis  put  in  regulating  the  hours 
(luring  which  drink  could  be  sold  in  clubs, 
the  Bill  would  be  non-effective,  because 
inspection  after  all  would  be  an  absolute 
fane.     It  was  no  use  for  anyone  to  ask 
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him  to  believe  that  the  rich  man's  club 
would  be  inspected  the  same  as  the  poor 
man's  club.  The  secret  of  all  hostility  to 
legislation  with  regard  to  clubs  arose  from 
the  fact  that  there  would  be  one  law  for 
the  rich  and  another  for  the  poor. 
If  a  clause  was  inserted,  such  as  he  had 
suggested,  regulating  the  hours  at  which 
clubs  should  be  allowed  to  sell  drink, 
then  that  allegation  of  class  distinction 
must  disappear,  and  he  believed  the 
moral  sense  of  the  community — the 
working-man  as  well  as  the  middle 
classes — would  demand  the  enforcement 
of  the  law.  If  they  admitted  the 
principle  of  the  regulation  of  clubs,  they 
must  adnut  the  principle  of  inspection, 
because  otherwise  their  regulations  would 
not  be  obeyed.  The  hon.  Member  for 
Clare  carried  the  sympathy  of  the  House 
with  him  when  he  said  that  it  did  not 
matter  whether  the  policeman  was  in 
plain  clothes  or  in  uniform,  the  result 
was  all  the  same.  Whilst  some 
precautions  and  some  modifications  in 
the  clause  might  be  necessary,  he  was 
bound  to  say  that  in  his  judgment, 
even  as  it  stood,  it  did  not  seem  to  be  a 
penal  clause.  He  did  not  think  the 
power  was  likely  to  be  exercised  so  as  to 
interfere  with  political  action  in  any  dob. 
He  had  never  known  politicians  sitting  up 
at  one  o'clock  in  the  morning  working 
out  deep '  political  problems.  He  re* 
cognised,  however,  that  some  modifications 
might  be  necessary  in  that  clause.  He 
hoped  the  principle  would  not  be 
abandoned,  and  that  the  Bill,  instead  of 
being  weakened,  would  come  back  from 
the  Committee  considerably  strengthened. 

♦Mr.  R.  DUNCAN  (Lanarkshire, 
Govan)  said  it  was  not  very  often  they 
saw  Irishmen  above  and  below  the  gang- 
way of  one  mind,  but  they  were  of  one 
mind  that  this  Bill  would  do  something 
to  promote  temperance  in  Ireland.    He 
supposed  Irishmen   were  sometimes  in- 
temperate.    He  was  sorry  to  say  there 
was     intemperance     in     Scotland     and 
England,   and  anything  that    could  be 
done  to  decrease  it  should  be  welcomed 
by  Englishmen,  Irishmen,  and  Scotsmen. 
The  Bill,  on  the  whole,  was  supposed  to 
be  a  step  forward  in  the  direction  of 
temperance  ;  but  the  proof  of  the  podding 
Wiis  in  the  eating,  and  the  success  of  the 
measure  would  depend  upon  its  administra- 
tion.    It  was  all  very  well  to  say  they 
were  working  for  temperance  when  they 
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d  people  like  children.  He  had 
iclmed  sometimes  to  introduce  a 
e  Bill  providing  every  hon. 
ler  with  a  bib  and  tucker.  He 
sore  the  hon.  Member  for  the 
of  London  would  have  heartily 
rted  such  a  Bill,  knowing  its 
il  intention.  Englishmen,  Irish- 
aod  Scotsmen,  when  they  forgot 
elves,  were  going  to  be  treated  in 
iture  like  babies.  They  believed 
>lic  opinion,  and  in  the  long  run  it 
le  most  potent  factor  in  promoting 
ranee  or  any  good  work.  Temper- 
nras  more  common  than  it  usea  to 
The  sight  of  a  drunken  man  was 
looked  on  as  something  amusing, 
bing  to  laugh  at.  Now  it  was 
ther  different.  Now  a  man  who 
he  worse  for  liquor  in  the  streets 
lirried  out  of  sight  by  his  friends  as 
as  possible.  It  was  something  to 
hamed  of.  That  was  a  healthy 
I,  and  it  was  far  more  powerful  than 
ing  they  could  do  by  legislation, 
could  do  far  more  by  influencing 
opinion  than  by  any  legislation 
pafl»ed.  He  thought  that  the  ad- 
iTation  of  the  law  should  be  more 
in  regard  to  the  rich  man's  than 


the  poor  man's  club.  The  poor  man 
tried  to  forget  his  sorrows  and  went  to 
the  one  place  where  he  could  have  society 
— something  to  raise  him  out  of  himself. 
If  he  took  a  glass  too  much  who  oould 
very  severely  blame  him  1  The  rich 
man  on  the  contrary  had  every  appliance 
for  amusement.  He  was  a  member  of  a 
club  which  he  supposed  would  be  called 
a  rich  man's  club  —  the  Conservative 
Club  of  the  City  of  Glasgow.  He  was 
not  in  the  slightest  degree  ashamed  of  it. 
If  men  habitually  took  too  much  to  drink 
by  all  means  let  an  inspector  come  in, 
with  lace  on  his  cap  or  without,  hold  the 
president  and  secretary  responsible,  and 
see  that  the  club  was  not  abused. 

Amendment  put,  and  negatived. 

Main  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  put, 
"  That  the  Bill  be  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House."— (5ir  Z 
Banbury.) 

The  House  divided  :— Ayes,  26 ;  Noes, 
140.    (Division  Lbt  No.  57.) 


im,  William  (Cork,  N.E. ) 

res.  Lord 

t,  Hon.  Gervase 

I,  O.  Stewart 

» £.  Hildred 

jord  R.  (Marylebone,  E.) 

Hartland,Sir  FredBixon 

rthor 

bT,  J.  S. 

p,  Henry  William 


AYES. 

Groulding,  Edward  Alfred 
Harrison-Broadley,  H.  B. 
Houston,  Robert  Paterson 
Kimber,  Sir  Henry 
Lockwood,  Rt.Hn.Lt-Col.A.R. 
O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Remnant,  James  Farquharson 
Roche,  Augustine  (Cork) 
Shechan,  Daniel  Daniel 


Smith,  Abel  H.  (Hertford,Eaat) 

Starkey,  John  R. 

Stone,  Sir  Benjamin 

Thomson,  W.Mitchell.  (Lanark) 

Valentia,  Viscount 

White,  Patrick  (Meath,  North) 

Tellers  for  the  Ayes — Sir 
Frederick  Banbury  and  Mr. 
Robert  Duncan. 


A.  Acland(Christ church) 
I,  Thomas  Gair 
:,  Godfrey  (Isle  of  Wight) 
',  John 

.  H.  T.  (Londonderry,N.) 
E.  (Cork,S.) 
man,  C.  W. 
I,  James 
John 

Rt.  Hon.  John 
William  Pollard 
Ml,  Robert 
omm,  H.  W. 
ing.  Sir  Francis  All^lon 
,  Rt.  Hon.  R.  R. 
,  Stephen  (Lambeth) 
,Sir  Wm.  J.(S.Panrra8,W 
on-Rickett.SirJ. 
t,  A.  Cameron  (GlaFgow) 
t,C  H(Su88ex,E.Grin8t'd 


NOES. 

Corbctt,  T.  L.  (Down,  North) 

Cowan,  W.  H. 

Craig,Captain  Jame8(Down,E.) 

Croan,  Eugene 

Crooks,  William 

Crossley,  William  J. 

(/urran,  Poter  Francis 

Davics,  M.  Vaughan-(Cardigan) 

Delnny,  William 

Devlin,  Jcweph 

Dobson,  T'.ionias  W. 

Donolnn,  (-aptain  A. 

Ellis,  Rt.  Hon.  John  Edward 

Esslcinont.  (Joorpe  Birnie 

Farn'll,  Jamos  Patrick 

Ffrcnch,  I*ctcr 

Finfllay.  Alexander 

Flavin,  Mirhael  Joseph 

Flynn.  James  Christopher 

Foster,  Rt.  H(»n.  Sir  Walter 


Grant,  Corrie 

Green woofl,  Q.  (Peterborough) 

GuUand,  John  W. 

Gwynn,  Stephen  Lucius 

Halpin,  J. 

Hamilton,  Marquess  of 

Harvey, W.  E.(I)erby8hire,N.E. 

Haydon,  John  Patrick 

HazoI.Dr.  A.  E. 

Hazleton,  Richard 

Henderson,  Arthur  (Durham) 

Higham,  John  Sharp 

Hol)art,SirRol)ort 

Ho<lge,  John 

Hogan,  Michael 

Horninian.  Enislie  John 

Hudson,  Walter 

niingvvorth,  Percy  H. 

Jacoby,  Sir  James  Alfred 

Jenkins,  J. 
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Jones,  Leif  (Appleby) 

Jones,  William(Camarvon8hire) 

Joyce,  Michael 

Kavanagh,  Walter  M. 

Kekewich,  Sir  George 

Kennedy,  Vincent  Paul 

King,  Alfred  John  (Knutsford) 

Lardner,  James  Carrige  Rushe 

Lewis,  John  Herbert 

Lloyd -George,  Rt.  Hon.  David 

Long,Rt.Hn.Walter{Dublin,  S. 

Lund  on,  W. 

Lupton,  Arnold 

Lyell,  Charles  Henry 

Macdonald,  J.  R.  (Leicester) 

Macdonald,J.M.(FalkirkBg'h8) 

Macpherson,  J.  T. 

Mac Veagh, Jeremiah  (Down,S.) 

M'Callum,  John  M. 

M*Crae,  George 

M'Kean,  John 

McLaren,  H.  D.  (Stafford,  W.) 

Mallet,  Charles  E. 

Markham,  Arthur  Basil 

Mark8,G.Croydon  (Launceston) 

Mamham,  F.  J. 

Maseie,  J. 

Meagher,  Michael 


{COMMONS} 

Meehan,Franci8  E.(Leitrim,N.) 
Meehan  ,Patr  ickA .  ( Queen'sCo. ) 
Menzies,  Walter 
Montagu,  E.  S. 
Morgan,  G.  Hay  (Cornwall) 
Morpeth,  Viscount 
Morton,  Alpheus  Cleophas 
Murnaghan,  George 
Murray,  James 
Myer,  Horatio 
Nannetti,  Joseph  P. 
Norton,  Captain  Cecil  William 
0'Brien,Kendal(Tipperary  Mid 
O'Doherty,  Philip 
0*Donnell,  John  (Mayo,  S.) 
O'Neill,  Hon.  Robert  Torrens 
O'Shaughnessy,  P.  J. 
Parker,  James  (Halifax) 
Pearce,  Robert  (Staffs,  Leek) 
Pease,  J.  A.  (Saffron  Walden) 
Phillips,  John  (Longford,  S.) 
Pickersgill,  Edward  Hare 
Pirie,  Duncan  V. 
Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
Price,  C.  E.  (Edinb'gh,  Central) 
Radford,  G.  H. 
Raphael,  Herbert  H. 
Reddy,  M. 
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Richards,  T.F.(Wolverh'mpt'n) 

Roberts,  Charles  H.  (Lincoln) 

Roberts,  G.  H.  (Norwich) 

Robertson,  J.  M.  (Tyneside) 

Robson,  Sir  William  Snowdon 

Roe,  Sir  Thomas 

Russell,  T.  W. 

Rutherford,  V.  H.  (Brentford) 

Samuel,  Herbert  L.  (CleTelaad) 

Scott,A.H.(A9hton  under  Lyne 

Seely,  Colonel 

Smyth,  Thomas  F.(Leitrim,  S.) 

Staiiley,  Hn.  A.Lyulph((}hcaBh.) 

Stewart,  Halley  (Greenock) 

Torrance,  Sir  A.  M. 

Wadsworth,  J. 

Ward,John  (Stoke  upon  Trent) 

Waterlow,  D.  S. 

Watt,  Henry  A. 

White,  Luke  (York,  E.  R.) 

Whitehead,  Rowland 

Wilson,  Henry  J.  (York,  W.  R. 

Wilson,  P.  W.  (St.  Pancras,  8.) 

Wilson,  W.  T.  (Westhoughton) 

Tellbbs  for  thb  Noes— Mr. 
Sloan  and  Mr.  William 
Redmond. 


PARLIAMENTARY       ELECTIONS        (DIS- 
QUALIFICATION REMOVAL)  BILL. 

Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

Mr.  MARNHAM  (Surrey,  Chertsey) 
moved  the  second  reading  of  this  Bill, 
the  object  of  which  he  explained  to  be 
the  removal  of  the  present  disqualification 
of  electors  who,  in  times  of  local  distress 
accepted  work  in  the  labour  yard  of  a 
imion  or  in  places  where  able-bodied  male 
paupers  might  be'set  to  work  in  a  imion, 
the  cost  of  jwhich  was  provided  out  of  the 
poor-rate.  The  fortimes  of  the  ballot 
in  1906  enabled  him  to  introduce  this 
Bill,  but  as  it  happened  to  be  the  second 
Order  the  House  was  not  able  to  come 
to  a  decision  upon  it.  To-day  he  foimd 
himself  in  the  same  position,  but 
having  regard  to  the  fact  that  it 
was  discussed  for  some  time  in  1906 
in  the  House  he  hoped  that  on 
this  occasion  hon.  Members  would  be 
willing  to  assent  to  the  principle  of  the 
Bill.  The  objects  of  the  Bill  were  clearly 
set  forth  in  the  preamble.  He  thought 
he  might  claim  that  this  was  not  in  any 
sense  a  party  measure,  for  it  had  been 
drafted  on  the  lines  of  the  Medical  Relief 
Act.  The  Medical  Relief  Act  was  passed 
in  1885  to  do  away  with  the  disfranchise- 
ment of  working'  men  who  lost  their  votes 
if  at  any  time  they  had  received  medical 
relief  of  any  sort.     The  Bill  set  out  that 


those    men    might    receive    medical  oi 
surgical  aid  without  losing  their  votes. 
Medical  aid  imder  the  Bill  covered  not 
only  the  actual  physic  but  also  the  actaal 
nutriment  which  was  often  a  great  deal 
more  necessary  than  drugs  in  time  of 
sickness.    In    the    Unemployed    Work- 
men's Act  of  1905  there  was  a  provision 
that  temporary  work  or  other  assistance 
should  not  disentitle  a  man  to  be  regis- 
tered or  to  vote  as  a  Parliamentaiy, 
coimty,    or   parochial   elector,  or  as^a 
burgess.    He   need  hardly   remind  the 
House  how  difficult  it  was  at  the  present 
moment  for  a  working  man  to  get  on  the 
register  at  all.    Under  the  present  regis- 
tration law  it  took  a  period  of  from 
eighteen  months  to  two  years  before  a 
man  could  get  on  the   list,  and  many 
working  men  were  not  able  to  register 
their  votes  because  they  had  constantly 
to  move  from  place  to  place  in  search  of 
work.     The  Bill  was  not  framed  in  the 
interests  of  the  "  won't-works  "  and  the 
"ne'er-do-wells,"    because    they    passed 
from  place  to  place  and  never  got  on 
the    register    at   all.    Honest    poverty, 
however,  was  no  crime,  and  yet  by  our 
registration  law  we  were  punishing  men 
when  they  were  in  the  very  depths  of 
distress  by  putting  them  on  the  same 
footing    as    paupers.     The    Workmen's 
Unemployed    Act    only   gave    relief  in 
great     centres      of    population.     In    a 
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part  of  the  country  in  which  he  took 
a    considerable   interest   this   particular 
question  was  brought  very  forcibly  under 
his   notice.    In   the   winter   of    1904-5, 
sixty-four  men  in  a  certain  Parliamentary 
Division  lost  their  votes  through  obtain- 
ing temporary  work  at  a  labour  yard. 
About  twenty-five  of  them  received  less 
than  £1  each,  twenty  less  than  lOs.,  ten 
only  Is.  9d.  each,  and  5s.  4d.  worth  of 
bread.     Nobody  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons would  suggest  for  a  moment  that 
honest  poverty  was  a  crime.     Those  who 
had  had  any  experience  of  this  question 
knew  through  what  agony  those  who  were 
driven  to  ask  for  employment  in  those 
labour  yards  had  gone.     Their  earnings 
had  gradually  disappeared,   and  every- 
thing they  could  raise  a  little  money  upon 
had  gone  one  by  one  in  order  to  save 
their  families  from  utter  starvation.     At 
an  inquest  he  knew  of  a  case  where  a  man 
was  reprimanded  by  the  coroner  for  not 
applying  for  relief  when  his  child  was 
dying  of  hunger.     The  reason  the  man 
gave  for  not  applying  was  that  if  he  had 
done  so  he  would  have  lost  his  rights  of 
citizenship.    Many  of  those  men  valued 
their  rights  of  citizens  quite  as  much  as 
hon.  Members  of  the  House.     The  Bill 
he  had  the  honour  to  introduce  was  a 
very  short  one.     The  first  Clause  dwelt 
with  the  title,  and  the  second  preserved 
the  right  of  voting  on  all  occasions  except 
for    guardians.     He    trusted    the    Bill 
would  not  be  treated  as  a  Party  measure, 
but  would  be  supported  from  all  quarters 
of  the  House.     He  begged  to  move. 


♦Mr.  CROYDON  MARKS  (Cornwall, 
Launceston)  seconded.  The  Bill  night 
fairly  be  said  to  be  representative.  The 
working  man  had  a  right  to  sell  his 
labour  and  the  consideration  was  in 
money  or  food.  The  Bill  provided 
in  the  case  of  a  municipality  or  parish, 
which  gave  that  consideration,  the  man 
should  be  under  no  disability  as  regarded 
his  citizenship.  Men,  through  no  fault 
of  their  own,  had  to  seek  help  from 
somebody,  and  they  frequently  sought 
it  from  the  parish  who  paid  for  the  work 
done,  and  yet  by  receiving  that  payment 
the  man  lost  his  vote  in  a  small  place, 
while  in  a  large  one  he  was  not  dis- 
franchised. There  was  another  Act  which 
provided  that  in  an  emergency,  localities 
could  institute  relief  works,  and  in  that 


case  such  work  was  no  disqualification  to 
the  man  who  then  did  not  lose  his  right  of 
citizenship.     In  the  case  of  small  village 
industries,    relief    works    could    not    be 
instituted  in  time  to  be  of  service,  and 
those  localities  by  providing  work  caused 
a  man  to  lose  that  which  any  honourable 
Member  would  recognise  he  would  not 
lose  if  he  was  living  in  a  larger  place. 
That  principle  which  operated  in  a  large 
centre   where   there   were   relief   works 
ought  to  be  recognised  in  smaller  places 
where  the  local  authorities  themselves 
did  the  work.     He  could  not  see    any 
difference    between    men    doing    relief 
work  and  those  engaged  breaking  stones 
on   the  roads,    because   both   were   en- 
deavouring    by     the      same    kind     of 
work      to    keep    their    families    out    of 
the    workhouse,    and   they   were    really 
saving  the  parish  a  larger  amount  than 
they  were  actually  receiving.     The  Bill 
was   a    small    measure   which  preserved 
the  man's  interest  in  his  country  and  his 
citizenship.     They    should    try    to    en- 
courage  village    industries,    and     meet 
village  difficulties,  otherwise  men  would 
necessarily  when  thrown  out  of  employ- 
ment become  paupers.  The  Bill  gave  locali- 
ties power  to  institute  local  work  without 
having   to   wait   for  the   machinery   of 
the  existing  law  which  dealt  only  with 
larger   areas.     Once   a    man   became    a 
pauper  and  was  struck  off  the  list  through 
having  received  relief  he  lost  self-respect. 
The   Bill   would   not   encourage   loafers 
or  the  casual  man  going  from  place  to 
place,  as  such  an  one  did  not  live  long 
enough  anywhere  for  a  voter's  qualifica- 
tion.    Its  object  was  purely  to  relieve 
a  difficulty  which  arose  in  the  case  of  a 
workman    being    thrown    suddenly    out 
of  employment  and  who  was  anxious  to 
save  his  family  from  the  stigma  of  the 
Poor  Law.  It  was  with  the  desire  to  prevent 
this  evil,  lessen  pauperism,  and  quicken 
the  interesr  of  a  man  in  his  own  country 
that  he  wished  to  second  the  Bill. 


Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time." 

Sir  F.  BANBURY  said  the  hon. 
Member  had  argued  that  he  wished  to 
make  the  law  the  same  in  a  small  place 
as  it  was  in  a  large  one.  There  was  no 
law  in  a  large  place  which  allowed  s^ 
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man  to  receive  relief  without  being 
disqualified  which  did  not  apply  equally 
to  a  small  place.  i.  l    tsi 

f 
Mr.    CROYDON    MARKS     said     he 
was  referring  to  the    Workmen's    Un- 
employed   Act,  which    was    operative 
in  large  centres. 

Sir  F.  BANBURY  said  that,  so  far 
as  he  knew,  the  Unemployed  Workmen 
Act,  to  which  the  hon.  Member  referred, 
applied  all  over  the  country,  and  not 
only  to  large  centres.  The  introduction 
of  this  Bill  illustrated  the  mistake  which 
was  sometimes  made  in  the  House  of 
Commons  of  allowing  a  small  measure 
to  pass  on  the  ground  that  it  did  not  do 
very  much  harm  while  doing  some  good. 
As  soon  as  such  a  Bill  was  passed, 
somebody  came  forward  and  said  that  it 
ought  to  be  extended.  Thus  the  hon. 
Member  who  introduced  the  Bill  based  his 
case  on  the  Medical  Relief  Act.  The 
hon.  Member  claimed  that  this  was  not  a 
Party  measure,  but  they  all  knew  that  it 
was  brought  in  because  hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite  thought  they  would  gain  a 
little  additional  support  at  the  elections. 
["No,  no."]  The  House  should  take 
note  that  this  was  an  alteration  of  the 
franchise.  It  was  absurd  that  such  a 
Bill  should  be  dealt  with  when  there  were 
not  more  than  twenty  Members  in  the 
House.  The  old  principle  of  the  Liberal 
Party  was  that  taxation  and  representa- 
tion should  go  together,  but  he  was 
sorry  to  see  they  had  departed  from  it ; 
in  fact,  he  did  not  know  of  any  old 
principle  of  the  Liberal  Party  from 
which  they  had  not  departed.  How 
on  earth  could  it  be  said  that  a  man  in 
receipt  of  Poor  Law  relief  had  anything 
to  do  with  taxation  ?  It  was  said  that 
poverty  was  not  a  crime.  Of  course  it 
was  not,  but  hon.  Members  opposite 
must  not  claim  a  monopoly  in  sympathy 
for  people  who  met  with  misfortune. 
But  it  required  a  little  courage  to  show 
sympathy  in  the  right  direction.  He 
took  exception  \o  the  statement  of  the 
hon.  Member  that  everybody  prized  the 
franchise.  Many  \people  said  they  had 
business  to  attend  v  to,  they  had  nothing 
to  do  with  politic^,  and  they  did  not 
intend  to  vote  ;  ai^d  others  would  not 
exercise  the  franchise  for  fear  that  they 
might   be  put   upoh   the   jury   list,     if 

Sir  F.  Banbury,     ^ 


80  per  cent,  of  the  electors  went  to  the 
poll,  it  was  considered  a  large  number. 
One  of  the  first  results  of  this  Bill  would 
be  that  one  of  the  deterrents  to  seeking 
outdoor  relief  would  disappear.  It  was 
human  nature  to  be  lazy.  He  wished 
that  hon.  Members,  particularly  on  his 
side  of  the  House,  would  be  more  diligent 
in  the  discharge  of  their  duty. 

Mr.  JOHN  WARD  (Stoke-on-Trent) : 
You  are  a  party  of  loafers. 

Sir  F.  BANBURY  said  that  was  not  a 
polite  observation,  nor  was  it  correct.  But 
there  were  plenty  of  other  loafers  who 
should  not  be  supported  out  of  the  pockets 
of  the  industrious  like  the  hon.  Member. 
A  man  who  was  receiving  out-door  relief 
would  not  be  prevented  from  voting  at  an 
election.    He  asked  the  House  to  consider 
a  concrete  case.    A  man  residing  in  a 
village  did  a  certain  amount  of  work  in 
summer,  but,  being  unable  to  get  work 
in  winter,  he  received  relief  under  the 
Poor  Law.    Under  this  Bill  that  man 
would  be  allowed  to  vote.    Supposing 
that  there  was  a  candidate  in  the  con- 
stituency  who  said  he  would  see  that 
the  amount  of  money  given  in  relief  of 
the  poor  was  increased,  and  that  the 
work  they  were  asked  to  perform  while 
in  receipt  of  that  relief  was  reduced,  what 
would  be  done  by  the  man  who  was  re- 
ceiving relief  ?    He  would  support  the 
candidate  who  appealed  to  his  personal 
interest,  and  the  consequence  would  he 
the  creation  of  a  class  of  voters  whose 
only  interest  would  be  in  some  small 
matter  affecting  themselves.    Having  no 
stake  in  the  country,  they  would  not 
care  whether  it  went  to  pieces.     Being 
kept  on  money  taken  out  of  the  pockets 
of  hard  working  and  industrious  people, 
it  was  absolutely  absurd  to  suppose  that 
they  would  give  an  unbiassed  vot«  at  the 
I  election.     That  was  the  worst  form  of 
I  corruption  that  could  be  instituted,  and 
j  human  power  would  be  unable  to  resist 
!  the  temptation  put  before  those  men. 
I  It  was  all  very  well  to  say  that  the  Bill 
was  only  to  apply  in  the  case  of  men  who, 
owing    to    unfortunate    circumfltances, 
might  once  or  twice  be  obliged  to  accept 
;  out -door  relief,  or  perform  work  given 
by  the  parish.    But  it  must  not  be  for- 
gotten that,  though  there  were  many 
instances  of  that  sort,  there  were  a  great 
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number  of  people  who  were  continually 
in  the  habit  of  accepting  out-door  relief. 
If  they  were  going  to  make  things  easier 
for  that  class,  there  would  be  many  more 
of  them.  They  had  only  to  look  back 
to  the  state  of  things  which  existed  in 
England  prior  to  1836,  when  there  was 
a  more  liberal  interpretation  of  the  Poor 
Jaw  than  now,  to  find  that  rates  ran 
up  to  a  high  figure,  and  that  a  very  large 
percentage  of  the  people  were  in  the 
habit  of  receiving  out-door  relief.  The 
Labour  Party  were  clamouring  for  an 
extension  of  the  Unemployed  Act  of  two 
years  ago,  ajid  for  the  provision  of  more 
money  for  the  administration  of  that 
Act.  That  alone  was  sure  to  cause  a 
great  increase  in  the  class  of  men  who 
would  come  under  the  Bill,  and  he  was 
certain  that  the  influence  which  they 
would  exert  would  be  harmful  to  the 
country  as  a  whole.  The  Bill  was  one  of 
a  very  curious  description.  The  Attorney- 
General  would  agree  with  him  that  an  Act 
of  Parliament  ought  to  be  clearly  ex- 
pressed, and  that  it  should  not  afford  the 
Members  of  the  legal  profession  an  oppor- 
tunity to  raise  arguments  as  to  what 
the  House  of  Commons  meant  when  it 
was  passed.  A  good  many  cases  had 
arisen  out  of  slipshod  legislation,  and 
no  one  had  been  benefited  except  members 
of  the  legal  profession.  He  wanted  to 
make  quite  certain  that  this  Bill  would  not 
be  subject  to  any  misunderstanding. 
He  understood  that  the  hon.  Member 
who  introduced  the  Bill  was  in  favour 
of  some  legislation  which  would  enable 
any  man  who,  owing  to  temporary 
causes,  was  obliged  to  accept  work  from 
the  parish,  to  retain  the  franchise.  It 
seemed  to  him  that  Clause  2  went  very 
much  further  than  that.     It  said — 
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"  (1)  Where  a  person  has  in  any  part  of  the 
United  Kingdom,  either  himself  or  by  any 
member  of  his  family,  performed  work  in 
the  labour  yard  of  any  union  in  any  such  place 
or  pUces  as  able-bodied  male  paupers  may  be 
set  to  work  in  any  union  and  in  consideration 
thereof  has  received  relief  from  the  guardians 
of  the  poor  or  at  the  expense  of  any  poor  rate, 
such  person  shall  not  by  reason  thereof  be 
deprived  of  any  right  to  bo  registered  or  to 
vote  either  (a)  as  a  parliamentary  voter  ;  or 
(6)  as  a  voter  at  any  municipal  election ;  or 
(e)  as  a  burgess ;  or  {d)  as  a  voter  at  any 
election  to  an  office  under  the  provisions  of  any 
ttatnie ;  but  nothing  in  this  section  shall  apply 
to  the  eleotion  (a)  of  any  guardian  of  the  poor  ; 
or  (6)  of  any  member  of  any  parochial  board 
la  SootUnd ;  or  (c)  of  any  other  body  acting 


in  the  distribution  of  relief  to  the  poor  from 
the  poor  rate.  (2)  Every  person  shall  be 
qualified  to  be  registered  as  a  voter  and  to 
vote  as  aforesaid  who  would  be  so  qualified 
f  the  provisions  of  this  Act  had  oome  into  force 
on  the  fifteenth  day  of  July  one  thousand  nine 
hundred  and  seven."* 

He  wished  to  know  from  the  Attorney- 
General  whether  it  was  right  to  say 
that,  if  this  clause  was  passed,  any  man 
who  was  receiving  relief  for  ten  or  twelve 
months,  or  who  had  even  received  it 
for  several  years  on  end,  would  be 
qualified  to  vote.  If  that  was  so,  it 
practically  came  to  this,  that  anybody 
who  received  relief  in  any  shape  or  form 
would  be  able  to  exercise  the  right  of 
voting.  That  was  a  very  serious  thing. 
The  clause  was  vague  and  general,  and 
it  might  be  argued  by  a  clever  lawyer 
that  anyone  working  in  the  yard  of  a 
union  would  be  entitled  to  go  out  to 
give  his  vote.  [An  Hon.  Member  : 
He  would  not  have  the  qualification.] 
If  the  man  had  only  been  there  for  two 
or  three  months,  it  did  not  follow  that 
he  had  given  up  his  house.  He  did  not 
think  the  clause  would  prevent  that 
man  from  voting.  Supposing  that  man 
was  put  on  the  register  in  July,  and 
that  he  went  out  of  his  house  in  August, 
he  would  be  qualified  to  exercise  the 
vote  at  an  election  which  took  place 
after  the  register  appeared.  The  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  should  be  able 
to  state  whether  that  view  was  right 
or  wrong.  Clause  3  seemed  to  him  an 
extraordinary  clause.  He  could  not 
understand  it  at  all  unless  there  was 
going  to  be  a  general  election.  He  did 
not  object  to  general  elections,  but  he 
did  not  want  Clause  3.  His  hon.  friend 
behind  him  said  that  the  Government 
dare  not  have  one.  That  might  be 
true,  but  it  would  be  out  of  order  for 
him  to  express  his  views  on  that  matter 
at  present.  He  did  not  wish  to  be  led 
into  the  discussion  of  anything  which 
was  not  germane  to  the  Bill.  Clause  3 
said — 

"  In  the  year  one  thousand  nine  hundred  and 
eight  in  England,  where  the  overseers  have 
entered  '  objected  '  against  the  names  of  any 
persons  in  the  list  of  ownership  voters  .  .  .  .  " 

It  appeared  that  the  clause  only  applied 
to  England,  but  as  a  matter  of  fact 
the  Bill  applied  to  the  United  Kingdom, 
which  included  England,  Scotland,  Wales, 
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and  Ireland.  He  presumed  that  the 
definition  of  "  United  Kingdom "  was 
the  same  now  as  it  was  before  the  Bill 
was  brought  in.  Why  did  not  the  hon. 
Member  withdraw  this  Bill  and  bring 
in  another  which  would  carry  out  his 
own  intentions  ?  Apparently  the  hon. 
Member  did  not  wish  to  do  that.  Clause 
3  clearly  said — 

"  Where  the  overseers  have  entered  *  objected' 
against  the  names  of  any  persons  in  the  list 
of  ownership  voters  or  in  the  old  lodger  list 
or  have  omitted  the  names  of  any  voters  from 
any  list  of  voters  made  by  them,  and  such  entry 
or  omission  has  been  made  on  the  ground  only 
of  those  persons  having  accepted  work  in  the 
labour  yard  of  a  union  in  such  place  or  places 
as  in  this  Act  are  hereinfore  mentioned,  and 
such  names  would  not,  if  this  Act  had  been 
previously  passed,  have  been  so  objected  to  or 
omitted,  the  overseers  shall  make  a  list  of  such 
persons,  and  such  list  shall  be  published,  re- 
vised, and  dealt  with  in  all  respects  as  if  it 
were  part  of  the  list  of  claimants  in  respect  of 
the  occupation  of  property  with  the  qualifi- 
cations following,"  etc. 

The  result  of  that  was  that  it  would  alter 
not  only  the  franchise  but  the  registra- 
tion law.  At  present  registration  was 
made  in  September.  The  overseers  made 
out  the  list  before  31st  July  ;  the  revising 
barristers  sat  in  September  ;  the  list 
was  finished  at  the  beginning  of  October 
and  put  up  on  the  church  doors  and  came 
into  operation  on  the  following  1st 
January.  But  all  that  was  to. be  altered, 
and  persons  who  were  not  on  the  register 
before  the  beginning  of  October,  but  had 
qualified   since   the   list   was  made   up, 

Sir  F,  Banbury. 


were  to  be  put  on  the  register.  Why 
should  that  distinction  and  advantage 
be  given  to  a  particular  class  of  people  ? 
It  seemed  to  him  that  in  one  sense  the  Bill 
did  not  go  far  enough,  for  it  created  a 
privileged  class.  There  again  the  hon. 
Member  did  not  know  what  his  own  Bill 
was  going  to  do.  First  of  all,  he  was 
extending  it  not  only  to  England,  but  to 
Wales,  Ireland  and  Scotland.  When  he 
did  not  intend  to  do  that,  then  he 
was  creating  a  privileged  class.  There- 
fore, he  advised  the  hon.  Member  to 
withdraw  this  Bill  and  introduce  another 
which  would  enable  the  House  of  Com- 
mons to  know  what  the  hon.  Member 
really  intended.  He  asked  the  Attorney- 
General  if  he  could  give  a  single  instance 
where  anything  like  Clause  3  had  ever 
been  inserted  in  any  Bill  before.  It  had 
nothing  to  do  with  a  man  being  poor  or 
anything  of  that  sort.  It  was  said  that 
the  clause  only  meant  to  rectify  an  error, 
but  could  the  Attorney-General  give  any 
instance  of  a  rectification  of  the  roister 
having  been  made  in  this  fashion  ? 

Mr.  GOULDING  (Worcester)  called 
attention  to  the  fact  that  forty  Members 
were  not  present. 

House  counted,  and  forty  Members  not 
being  present — 

The  House  was  adjourned  at  Tvro 
minutes  past  Four  of  tiie 
Clook  till  Monday  next. 
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PUBLIC    BILLS 

DEALT  WITH  IN  VOLUME  CLXXXVI. 

Those  marked  thus  *  are  Government  Bills.  The  figures  in  parentheses  in 
the  last  column  refer  to  the  page  in  this  volume.  **  [h.l.]  "  following  title 
indicates  that  the  Bill  originated  in  the  House  of  Lords. 


(A.)    House  of  Lords. 


TlUe  of  BilL 


Brought  in  by 


•Agricultural    Holdings    Earl  Canington 

[H.L.] 


*Anny  Annual 

♦Consolidated  Fund  (No.  1.) 

♦County  Courts  [h.l.] 

Elementary    Education 
(England  &  Wales)  [ill.] 

Land  and  Property  (Trans- 
fer) 

Land  Values  (Scotland) 


Municipal     Kepresentation 

[H.L.] 

Official  Directory  of  Nurses 
[H.L.] 

Official  Secrets  [h.l.] 


Earl  of  Poi'tsmouth 

Earl  of  Crewe 

Lord  Cha7u:ellor 

Loi'd    Bishop    of    St, 
Asaph 

Earl  of  Wemyss 


Lord     Courtney     of 
Penmth 

Loi'd     Balfour     of 
Burleigh 

Lard  Chancellor 


I 

Small    Holdings    &    Allot-  ;  Earl  Cairington 
ments  [h.l!j  ! 

Sunday     Closing     (Shops)     Lo^'d  Avebury 
[H.L.]  i 

Thrift    &     Credit     Banks    Lord  Wenlock 
[H.L.]  I 


Progren. 


Read2«  17th  Mar.  (342) 

Read  1«  26th  March  (1494) 
Read  1«  26th  March  (1494) 
Read  1*  24th  March  (1178) 
Read  V  18th  March  (494) 

Read  1"  23rd  March  (995) 


Second  Reading  (adjourned) 

25th  March  (1353) 
Read  2«  26th  March  (1494) 
Committee  16th  March  (103) 


Read  1«  18th  March  (495) 

Read  1«  16th  March  (103) 
Read  2*  17th  March  (344) 


Read  2'»  17th  March  (326) 
Committee  26th  March  (1523) 

Read  P  18th  March  (494) 
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(B.)    House  op  Commons. 


Title  of  Bill. 

Brought  in  by 

Progress. 

Abbotts    Bromley    Charity 

Mr,  Trevelyan 

Eead  Y  19fch  March  (798) 

*Army  Annual 

Ballot  (Transferable  Vote) 

Mr.  Haldane 
Mr.  J.  R  White 

Read  l**  19th  March  (916) 
Read  2'  23rd  March  (1176) 
Committee         )  ^.^^    y^^^ 

Sloped  (      (1^34) 
Read  1"  25th  Nfarch  (1434) 

Borough  Councils 

Mr.  Whitehead 

Eead  1"  23rd  March  (1103) 

Breaches  of  Bye-Laws 

Mr.  Wedgwood 

Second  Reading   (adjourned) 
20th  March  (989) 

Buxton  Charity 

Mr.  Trevelyan 

Read  !•  19th  March  (797) 

Calendar  Reform 

Mr.  R.  Pearce 

Read  1"  16th  March  (210) 

•♦Children 

Mr.  H.  Samuel 

Second   Reading  (adjonmed) 
24th  March  (1251) 

♦Consolidated  Fund 

Mr.  AsquUh 

Read  1°  19th  March  (916) 
Read  2"  23rd  March  (1104^ 

g-;tt««}24th  March  (1^) 

Read    3°    passed    i5th  March 
(1482) 

*Costs  in  Criminal  Cases 

Sir  W.  Evans 

Read  1»  17th  March  (418) 

Crofters   Holdings   (Scot- 
land) 

Mr.  J.  C.  Wason 

Read  1'  17th  March  (418) 

Cruelty  to  Animals 

Mr.  G.  Greentoood 

Read  1'  25th  March  (1433) 

Education    (Continuation 
Schools) 

Mr.  Money 

Read  1-  24th  March  (1284) 

Employment     of    British 
Subjects  Abroad 

Mr.  Crooks 

Read  1"  23rd  March  (1103) 

.-^^portation  of  Old  Horses 

Sir  H.  VincerU 

Bill  Withdrawn  13th  March(99) 

Hours  of  Labour 

Mr.  Thame 

BiU  Withdrawn    13th  March 
(100) 

Hours  of  Labour  (Surface- 
men) 

Mr.  Summerhell 

Read  l».17th  March  (418) 

Housing   of    the    Working 
Classes  (Ireland) 

{Mr.  Hogan 

Read  2'  20th  March  (920) 

Irish    National     Schools 
(Heating) 

Captain  Craig 

Bead  1°  18th  March  (593) 

(B.) 

House  of  Commons— 

continued. 

Title  of  Bill. 

Brought  in  by 

ProgroM. 

ng  Consolidation 

1 

Mr,  Gladstone 

Read  1"  24th  March  (1238) 

uthorities   (Admis- 
f  the  Press) 

Mr,  A.  Henderson 

Read  2»  16th  March  (323) 

jhton  Charity 

Mr.  Trevelyan 

Read  1"  19th  March  (797) 

entary      Elections 
lalification        Ke- 
) 

Mr.  Mamham 

Read  2°  27th  March  (1747) 

cy 

Mr.  Winfrey 

Read  l"  18th  March  (594) 

La^     (Compulsory 
ibution  Exemption) 

Mr.  Lupton 

Read  l"  17th  March  (418) 

tion     of     Offences 
ndment) 

Sir  W,  Eobson 

Read  2'  24th  March  (1239) 

Sealth 

Mr,  Cooper 

Read  1»  24th  March  (1234) 

Houses   (Exclusion 
ildren)  (Scotland) 

Mr.  Gulland 

Read  1»  23rd  March  (1103) 

ition  of  Clubs  (Ire- 

Mr,  Sloan 

Read  2°  27th  March  (1710) 

investments 

Mr,  Banner 

Read  1»  18th  March  (593) 

oyed  Workmen 

Mr,  P,  IF,  Wilson 

Second    Reading    13th  March 
(10) 

Rest  Day 

Mr,  Pine 

Read  1°  23rd  March  (1103) 
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HOUSE  OF  COMMONS,  SESSION  1908. 

List  of  Bulbs,  Orders,  &c.,  which  have  been  presented  during  the  Session,  a 
required  by  Statute  to  lie  for  an  appointed  number  of  Days  upon  the  Tj 
the  House. 

[In  C&nHnuation  of  List  given  in  previous  Volume.] 


Title  of  Paper. 

Date  from  which 
the  Period  runs. 

Period  to  li< 
the  Tab] 

Sheriflf  Courts  (Scotland)  Act,  1907,— Copy  of  Act  of 
Sederunt  reo:ulating  the  Fees  payable  in  the  Sheriff 
Courts  of  Scotland,  and  prescribinir  the  Form  of  Books 
of  Account  to  be  kept  by  Sheriff  Clerks  [7  Edw.  VII., 
c.  51,  8.  40] 

Shop  Hours  Act,  1904,— Copy  of  Order  made  by  the 
Council  of  the  West  Riding  ot  Yorkshire,  and  confirmed 
by  the  Secretsury  of  State  for  the  Home  Department, 
fixing  the  Hours  of  Closing  for  certain  classes  of  Shops 
within  the  Sowerby  Bridge  Urban  District  (4  Edw.  VII., 
c.  31,  s.  3  (3)] 

Criminal  Appeal  Rules,— Copy  of  the  Criminal  Appeal 
Rules,  1908  [7  Edw.  VII.,  c.  2.3,  s.  18] 

Shop  Hours  Act.  1904,— Copy  of  Order  made  by  the 
Urban  District  Council  of  Donashadee,  and  confirmed 
by  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  fixing  the  Hour-<  ^or 
Clo-ing  certain  Shops  within  the  Urban  District  [4  Edw. 
Vn.,c.  31,8.  3(3)] 

16  March 
16  March 

18  March 
27  March 

36dayi 
40  days 

30  sitting  di 
40  days 
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BSTIMATES  POB  CIVIL  SERVICES  AND  BEVENTJE  DEPARTMENTS,  1908  9 

Memorandum  by  the  Financial  Secretary  to  the  Treasury. 

I.— CIVIL    SERVICES. 

1.  The  net  total  of  the  Estimates  for  Civil  Services  for  1908-9  is  30,496,947/. 
he  net  total  of  the  original  Estimates  for  1907-8  was  30,107,034/.  The  increase  is 
erefore  389,913/. 

2.  In  the  following  Abstract  and  throughout  the  detailed  Estimates  comparison 
made  according  to  the  usual  practice,  with  the  total  grants  made  for  the  service  of 
e  year  1907-8  m  the  Session  of  1907.  Thus  the  figures  for  1907-8  comprise,  in 
Idition  to  the  original  Estimates  for  the^  year.  Supplementary  Estimates  to  the 
nount  of  716,029  which  were  presented  in  the  summer  of  1907.  The  result  (after 
lowing  for  the  transfer,  for  purposes  of  comparison,  of  the  sum  of  6,500/.  to  the  vote 
r  the  Post  Oflfice),  is  a  net  total  for  1907-8  of  30,816,563/. ;  and  on  this  basis  of 
tmparison  the  Civil  Service  Estimates  for  1908-9  show  a  decrease  of  319,616/. 

3.  This  decrease  mainly  arises,  as  the  result  of  the  method  of  comparison  ex- 
idned  above,  under  the  heads  of  Board  of  Education,  Colonial  Services,  and  Mis- 
)llaneous  Expenses. 

4.  The  number  of  Votes  is  105,  being  one  more  than  the  original  number  for 
907-8,  an  additional  Vote  appearing  in  Class  III.  for  the  Office  of  the  Public  Trustee. 

5.  Increased  provisions  has  been  made  for  uhe  salaries  of  Second  Division  Clerks 
tiroughout  the  Public  Service,  in  pursuance  of  the  Order  in  Council  of  the  21st 
)ecember,  1907,  which  authorised  an  improved  scale  of  pay  for  Clerks  of  that 
Mvision. 

Class    I. 

6.  The  total  sum  required  for  Public  Works  and  Buildings  is  3,029,468/.,  being 
1  increase  of  160,636/.  over  the  amount  voted  (including  a  Supplementary  Estimate 
'  5,700/.  for  Houses  of  Parliament  Buildings)  in  the  Session  of  1907.  Six  of  the 
otes  included  in  this  Class  show  decreases,  the  amount  of  which,  however,  is  more 
tan  counterbalanced  by  large  increases  under  some  of  the  remaining  heads. 

7.  The  increase  of  7,600/.  for  Art  and  Science  Buildings  is  due  chiefly  to  expen- 
tore  on  the  heating  and  lighting  of  the  new  Victoria  and  Albert  Museum,  and  on 
e  supply  of  cases,  library  fittings,  etc.  for  that  Museum. 

8.  The  Estimate  for  Revenue  Buildings  shows  the  large  increase  of  86,000/.,  of 
bich  about  half  is  attributable  to  the  cost  of  important  Post  Office  works  which  were 

progress  in  1907-8,  while  10,200/.  is  for  maintenance  of  Post  Offices,  about  7,000/. 
fm  account  of  the  increased  cost  of  fuel,  and  5,900/.  is  for  rents  of  Inland  Eevenue 
id  Customs  Offices. 

9.  Under  the  Public  Buildings  Vote  there  is  an  increase  of  59,900/.  The  more 
iportant  new  works  for  which  provision  is  made  comprise  the  official  residences  of 
e  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  and  the  Senior  Naval  Lord,  the  extension  of  the 
ational  Gallery,  additions  to  the  Royal  Courts  of  Justice,  and  the  extension  of  the 
dinburgh  Law  Courts.     Amongst  other  items  contributing  to  the  net  increase  may 

>  mentioned  the  annuities  under  the  Public  Buildings  Expenses  Acts,  which  amount 

►  8,465/.  more  than  in  1907-8  ;  maintenance  and  repairs  (5,060/.);  increased  cost  of 
lel  (4,000/.)  ;  electric  light  for  the  new  Public  Offices,  and  general  improvements  in 
ghting  (3,600/.) ;  and  furniture  and  removal  expenses  in  connection  with  the  new 
Westminister  Offices  and  the  Duke  of  York's  School  (18,000/.).  On  the  other  hand 
le  charge  for  rents,  care-takers,  etc.,  is  reduced  by  9,000/. 

10.  The  sum  of  2,100/.  for  a  memorial  of  the  late  Marquess  of  Salisbury  is  a  re- 
ote  of  the  provision  made  in  the  Estimates  of  1907-8  for  this  work,  the  fee  in  respect 

which  will  not  become  payable  until  the  year  1908-9. 

11.  Under  Surveys  of  the  United  Kingdom  there  is  a  net  decease  of  2,090/., 
luch  would  have  been  considerably  greater  but  for  the  fact  that  the  charge  in  respect 
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of  the  military  pay  of  the  Royal  Engineer  Staflf  employed  upon  the  Ordnance  Survey 
has  been  transferred  to  this  Vote  from  Army  Votes. 

12.  In  the  Estimate  for  Harbours  under  the  Board  of  Trade,  which  exhibiU  a 
net  increase  of  21,100/.,  provision  is  made  for  further  instalments  of  grants  in  aid  of 
harbours,  etc.,  at  Pwllheli,  Southwold  and  Peterhead,  and  for  initial  payments  on 
account  of  similar  grants  to  Craster,  Newlyn,  Fraserburgh,  and  Sennen  Cove. 

13.  The  liates  Vote  shows  a  contijiued  tendency  to  rise,  the  estimated  increase 
(16,300/.)  for  1908-9  being  due,  as  in  past  years,  in  part  to  the  larger  amount  of 
Government  property  in  respect  of  which  contributions  are  made,  and  in  part  to 
additional  poundage  and  increased  assessments. 

14.  Under  the  head  of  Public  Works  and  Buildings,  Ireland,  sums  of  7,000*.  and 
4,000/.  are  provided  as  the  first  instalments  of  grants  in  aid  of  the  Siigo  and  Fenit 
Harbours  respectively.     The  Estimate  as  a  whol^  shows  a  npt  increase  of  11,430/. 


Class  II. 


15.  The  total  Estimate  under  this  Class  (Salaries  and  Expenses  of  Civil  Depart- 
ments) is  2,969,166Z.,  being  an  increase  of  85,134^.  on  the  amount  voted  (including  a 
Supplementary  Grant  of  2,200/.  for  the  expenses  of  the  Colonial  Conference)  in  the 
Session  of  1907.     The  increase  is  accounted  for  under  the  following  principal  heads. 

16.  The  Estimate  for  the  Treasury  and  Subordinate  Departments  includes  for 
the  first  time  provision  (2,370/ )  for  the  composition,  under  the  direction  of  the  Imperial 
Defence  Committee,  of  Histories  of  the  South  African  and  Russo-Japanese  Wars. 

17.  The  Home  Office  Estimate  shows  a  net  increase  of  16,232/.,  due  mainly  to 
large  additions  to  the  StatT  for  the  inspection  of  Factories  and  Mines.  A  sum  of 
1,000Z.  has  also  been  inserted  for  the  additional  office  porters,  messengers,  charwomen, 
etc.,  required  for  the  new  premises  to  be  occupied  by  the  Department ;  and  the 
provision  for  Fees  to  certifying  Surgeons,  etc.,  under  the  Factory  Act  (Subhead  6.) 
has  been  increased  by  1,500/. 

18.  The  increase  of  36,685/.  under  Board  of  Trade  is  chiefly  accounted  for  by  the 
large  additions  which  have  been  made  to  the  Staflf  of  the  Commercial  Labour  and 
Statistical  Department  in  connection  with  the  Census  of  Production ;  the  increaae 
from  2,000/.  to  7,000/.  of  the  remuneration  of  Commercial  Correspondents  in  Britisb 
Colonies  and  Possessions  ;  the  cost  of  the  reorganisation  of  the  ratent  Office  which 
has  followed  upon  the  passing  of  the  Patents  and  Designs  Act,  1907  ;  and  the  fonna- 
tion  of  a  temporary  London  Traffic  Branch  (Subhead  AA).  The  charge  for  the  wofk 
under  the  Companies  Winding  Up  Act,  1890,  has  been  transferred  to  this  Vote  from 
the  Vote  for  the  Bankruptcy  Department  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  in  accoi  dance  with 
the  recommendation  contained  in  the  Third  Keport  of  the  Public  Accounts  Committee, 
1907. 

19.  The  Estimate  for  the  Board  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  shows  a  net 
increase  of  10,284/.,  due  mainly  to  the  cost  of  additional  staflf  (Commissionen, 
Inspectors  and  Clerks)  required  for  the  discharge  of  the  duties  imposed  upon  the 
Board  by  the  Small  Holdings  Act  and  other  legislation  of  last  Session. 

20.  Of  the  net  increase  of  8,718/.  under  Local  Government  Board,  5,2401. 
j«©presents  the  cost  of  additions  to  the  Audit  Staff  of  the  Department  which  have  been 
temporarily  sanctioned  jicnding  a  permanent  settlement  of  that  establishment. 

21.  The  Estimate  for  the  Mint  includes  40,000/.  to  meet  the  loss  on  light  gold 
coin  withdrawn  from  circulation.  Tliis  provision  is  rendered  necessary  by  tjie 
approachintj:  exhaustion  of  the  Coinage  Fund  for  the  restoration  of  light  gold  coinr 
and  the  liability  to  be  incurred  after  the  Ist  April,  1908,  as  regards  the  restoration  of 
light  gold  coin  in  Australia.  A  sum  of  5,000/.  is  also  provided  in  respect  of  loss  oa 
worn  bronze  coin. 

22.  The  increase  of  11,971/.  under  Department  of  Agriculture  and  Technical, 
nstruction,  Ireland,  is  mainly  due,  apart  from  certain  addition*  to  staff  and  improve- 
ments of  pay,  to  the  automatic  growth  of  the  Grants  to  Scho^s  of  Science  and  Art,, 
etc.  (Subhead  H.),  and  to  tlio  increase  from  9,000/.  to  10,000/.   of.the  Irish  share  of 
Swine  Fever  Grant  under  the  Diseases  of  Animals  Act,  1894. 
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^lor?,^'  ^^  ^^®  "®^  increase  of  6,205/.  under  Local  Government  Board,  Ireland, 
i,185/.  represents  a  grant  payable  to  the  Labourers*  Cottages  Fund,  equivalent  to  the 
lavmg  effected  by  the  reduction  of  the  salary  of  the  Lord  Chancellor  of  Ireland,  under 
the  Supreme  Court  of  Judicature  (Ireland)  Act,  1907;  and  the  greater  part  of  the 
remaining  increase  is  for  additional  staff,  to  a  large  extent  temporaiT,  for  the 
purposes  of  the  Labourers  (Ireland)  Act,  1906.  r-     ^» 

24.  Against  the  foregoing  increases  may  be  set  the  decreases  of  expenditure 
mown  in  the  tabular  statement,  the  principal  items  being  1,587/.  and  2,900/.  under 
House  of  Lords  and  House  of  Commons  Offices  respectively,  due  principally  in  either 
^  ^  f  nanticipated  increase  in  the  amount  of  the  fees ;  a  decrease  of  6,450/.  under 
;^lonial  Office,  the  total  for  1907-8  having  included  8,200/.  for  the  Colonial 
w/onference  j  and  a  decrease  of  12,841/.  und^r  Stationery  and  Printing. 

Class  III 

S5.  T*he  total  sum  WqUired  under  the  head  of  Law  and  Justice  is  4,031,785/., 
being  a  net  increase  of  109,359/.  on  the  total  for  1907-8. 

'26.  The  Estimate  for  the  Supreme  Court  of  Judicature  includes  20,000/.  for 
probable  expenses  under  the  Criminal  Appeal  Act,  1907  ;  and  an  additional  sum  of 
SyOOO/.  is  provided  under  Law  Charges  for  expenses  of  the  Director  of  Public 
Ppoaecutions  under  the  same  Act. 

27.  The  Estimate  for  the  Land  Registry  shows  a  decrease  of  1,063/.,  as  the 
result  of  further  economies  in  the  working  of  that  Department. 

28.  An  Jlstimate  is  presented  for  the  first  time  (Vote  No.  5)  of  the  cost  for  a 
Mmplete  year*  of  the  Office  of  Public  Trustee,  constituted  under  the  Act  6  Edward 
VlL,  cap.  65,  which  came  into  operation  on  the  1st  January,  1908.  The  salaries  and 
BX^nses  of  the  Department,  as  it  stands  at  present,  amount  to  6,500/. ;  and  the  fees, 
which  are  appropriated  in  aid  of  the  Vote,  are  estimated  approximately  for  the  year 
1908-9  at  4,000/.     The  net  sum  required  is  therefore  2,500/. 

29.  The  Estimate  for  Prisons,  England  and  the  Colonies,  shows  a  net  decrease  of 
7,260/.,  attributable  to  a  decline  in  the  number  of  prisoners  to  be  provided  for. 
Smiis  of  12,850/.  and  2,500/.,  are  included  for  new  buildings  and  alterations  at 
Borstal  and  Lincoln,  respectively,  in  connection  with  the  Borstal  system  of  dealing 
with  juvenile-adult  delinquents. 

30.  Under  Prisons,  Scotland,  2,500/.  has  been  provided  for  the  purchase  of  a 
lite  for  a  new  State  Inebriate  Reformatory  ;  and  the  Estimate  for  Prisons,  Ireland, 
ibibodies  certain  improvements  recently  sanctioned  in  the  scales  of  pay  of  Prison 
Mfeers. 

31.  The  Estimate  for  the  Irish  Land  Commission  shows  a  net  increase  of 
Sly928/.  mainly  attributable  to  additional  staff  (of  which  a  large  part  is  temporary) 
deoessary  under  the  Evicted  Tenants  Act,  1907,  and  to  an  increase  by  10,000/.  of  the 
imount  required  for  the  Land  Purchase  Aid  Fund  (Sub-Head  G.). 

32.  The  net  increase  of  33,403/.  under  Royal  Irish  Constabulary  is  due  in  part 
tfO  the  addition  of  400  men  to  the  Force  in  the  autumn  of  1907,  and  in  part  to  the 
continued  growth  of  the  pension  charge  (see  Memorandum  prefixed  to  the  Civil 
Service  Estimates  for  1907-8). 

Class  IV. 

33.  The  total  provision  for  Education  Science  and  Art  is  17,578,230/.,  being  a 
net  decrease  of  128,007/.  on  the  amount  voted  (including  Supplementary  Grants  of 
200,000/.  and  11,000/.)  in  1907. 

34.  The  Estimate  for  tbo  Board  of  Education  includes  a  sum  of  200,000/.  for 
Special  Grants  to  certain  necessitous  Local  Education  Authorities  (which  in  1906-7 
and  1907-8  formed  tlie  suhject  of  Suj)plomentary  P^stiraates),  and  a  Grant  of  20,000/. 
in  aid  of  the  Imperial  Colle<^o  of  Science  and  Technology.     An  additional  sum  of 

•  A  Supplementary  Vole  for   tliis  service  for    ]1K»7-S  (part  of  the  ytar)   was  t^ikon  in 
February,  1908. 
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7,200Z.  has  also  been  inserted  under  Sub-head  E.  for  Grants  in  respect  of  Secondary 
Schools  in  Wales.  After  providing  for  these  Grants,  the  Estimate  still  shows  a  net 
decrease  of  199,496^.,  as  compared  with  the  total  of  1907-8.  This  decrease,  which 
arises  mainly  on  the  Grants  in  respect  of  Public  Elementary  Schools  under  Sub-head  . 
C,  is  attributable  to  a  falling-ofF  in  the  number  of  Scholars  in  average  attendance  at 
Public  Elementary  Schools,  owing  to  the  tendency  of  Local  Education  Authorities 
to  exclude  or  not  admit  children  under  five  years  of  age.  The  40,000t  under  Sub- 
head C.  6  (Special  Grants  for  the  building  of  new  Public  Elementary  Schoob)  is  a 
re-Vote  of  the  unexpended  portion  of  the  100,000^  granted  for  this  purpose  in  1907-8. 

35.  In  the  Estimate  for  the  British  Museum,  a  sum  of  4,445^  has  been  provided 
for  the  introduction  of  a  new  system  of  heating  and  ventilating  the  Museum. 

36.  The  Estimate  for  the  National  Gallery  includes  a  special  grant  of  12,500/. 
for  the  purchase  of  a  portrait  by  Vandyke  of  the  Marchesa  Cattaneo. 

37.  Under  the  heads  of  Universities  and  Colleges  provision  is  made  for  a  grant 
of  20,000?.  in  aid  of  the  Building  Fund  of  the  University  College  of  North  Wales. 

38.  Under  Public  Education,  Scotland,  there  is  an  increase  of  15,003/.,  which 
includes  10,000/.,  for  Special  Grants  to  certain  necessitous  School  Boards,  in  continu- 
ation of  the  11,000/.  for  which  Supplementary  Estimates  were  taken  in  the  two 
previous  years. 

3^.  The  Estimate  for  Public  Education,  Ireland,  exhibits  a  net  incre^e  of 
22,458/.,  of  which  9,400/.,  is  for  instruction  in  Irish. 

Class  V, 

40.  The  total  sum  required  under  the  head  of  Foreign  and  Colonial  Services  is 
1,832,612/.,  being  a  decrease  of  248,793.,  as  compared  with  the  amount  voted 
(including  Supplementary  Grants  for  Colonial  Services  of  282,690/.)  in  the  Session 
of  1907. 

41.  The  Estimate  for  Colonial  Services  for  1908-9  shows  a  decrease  of 
268,578/.,  if  the  above-mentioned  large  Supplementary  Grants  of  1907  be  taken  into 
accoount.  If  on  the  other  hand  the  comparision  be  made  with  the  original  Estimate 
for  1907-8,  the  present  Estimate  shows  an  increase  of  14,112/.  The  Grant  in  aid  of 
Uganda  is  increased  by  10,000/.;  and  provision  is  made  for  expenses  under  the 
Anglo-French  Convention  relating  to  the  New  Hebrides  to  the  extent  of  28,005/.,  as 
against  7,000/.  in  1907-8. 

42.  Under  Diplomatic  end  Consular  Services  there  is  a  net  increase  of  4,4281. 
The  Appropriations  in  Aid  of  the  Vote  include  for  the  first  time  a  contributioD  of 
4,000/.  from  the  Zanzibar  Government  in  respect  of  the  expenses  of  the  British  Court 
at  Zanzibar. 

43.  Under  Vote  3,  the  Grant  in  Aid  of  the  Pacific  Cable  shows  an  increase  of 
13,577/.,  due  to  the  fact  that  the  ei^timated  available  balance  in  the  hands  of  the 
Pacific  Cable  Board,  to  be  applied  in  reduction  of  the  Grant,  is  only  6,976/.  for 
1908-9,  as  against  20,355/.  for  the  previous  year. 

44.  A  grant  of  50,000/.  is  again  provided  in  aid  of  the  revenues  of  Cypros,  in 
accordance  with  the  arrangement  that  provision  at  this  rate  should  be  made  for  threo 
years  from  1907-8  inclusive. 

Class  VI. 

45.  In  this  Class  /Non-Effective  and  Charitable  Services)  is  included  a  Vote  of 
109,713/.  to  make  good  deficiencies  on  the  income  accounts  of  the  funds  for  Savings 
Banks  and  Frioiully  Societies,  which,  compared  with  the  Vote  for  the  same  purpose 
in  1907-8,  shows  a  decrease  of  36,227/.  Of  this  decrease,  24,0001.  is  due  to. 
provision  having  been  made  for  thirteen  months  salaries  in  1907-8  in  the  Savings. 
Bank  Department  in  consequence  of  an  alteration  in  the  period  of  account.  There  is 
an  increase  of  1,622/.  under  Superannuation  and  Retired  AU^vances,  and  a  net. 
docroase  on  t'-Q  total  for  the  Class  of  34,664/.  ^ 
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46.  This  Class  (Miscellaneous  Services)  shows  a  net  decrease  of  263,2812.,  as 
compared  with  the  total  of  1907-8,  which  includes  a  grant  (non-recurrent)  of  33,0002. 
in  aid  of  the  purchase  of  a  bridge  by  the  Corporation  of  Waterford ;  the  200,0002. 
voted  in  July,  1907,  to  meet  expenses  under  the  Unemployed  Workmen  Act,  1905 ; 
and  the  14,4392.  voted  at  the  same  time  for  repayments  to  the  Civil  Contingencies 
Fund.  There  is  also  a  decrease  of  14,0002.  in  the  amoimt  required  in  190^9  for 
Temporary  Commissions)  several  important  Commissions  having  come  to  an  end. 

47.  An  estimate  for  Bepayments  to  Civil  Contingencies  Fund  will  be  presented, 
as  usual,  later  in  the  Session,  if  necessary,  when  the  amount  to  be  made  good  to  the 
Fund  has  been  ascertained. 


II.— REVENUE  DEPARTMENTS. 

48.  The  net  total  of  the  Estimates  for  the  Revenue  Departments  is  21,645,6312., 
being  an  increase  of  1,013,3802.  over  the  total  for  1907-8. 

49.  The  Estimate  for  the  Customs  shows  a  net  increase  of  11,8002,.,  of  which 
nearly  one-half  is  due  to  additions  to  the  Waterguard  Staff  and  the  Statistical 
Office,  and  the  remainder  to  minor  changes  and  increments  of  salary. 

50.  In  the  case  of  the  Inland  Revenue,  there  is  an  increase  of  54,3002.,  of 
which  about  30,0002.  is  attributable  to  the  Income  Tax  legislation  of  1907,  8,1002. 
is  required  for  commuted  allowances,  etc.,  to  Assessors  and  Collectors  of  Taxes,  and 
11,3202.  is  for  superannuation. 

51.  The  Estimate  for  the  Post  Office  shows  a  net  increase  of  947,2802.,  made  up 
M  follows : — 

Postal  Services 721,3082. 

Packet  Services 26,0002. 

Telegraph  Services 77,1992. 

Telephone  Services 122,7732. 

947,2802. 


52.  This  increase  is  attributable  in  about  equal  shares  (a)  to  normal  growth  in 
pay  and  numbers  of  Staff,  and  (b)  to  the  improved  salaries,  wages  and  conditions  of 
service,  etc.,  granted  under  the  Parliamentary  Committee  Revision,  taking  effect  on 
l«t  January,  1908.  The  additional  cost  of  this  Revision  in  1908-9  is  estimated  at 
^bout  475,0002.;  the  ultimate  cost,  on  present  numbers  of  staff,  will  approach 
700,0002.  a  year. 

53.  In  accordance  with  the  recommendations  made  in  a  preliminary  Report  of  a 
Committee  appointed  by  the  Postmaster-General  to  consider  the  various  accounts  and 
^fttums  presented  to  Parliament  in  connection  with  flie  Telegraph  and  Telephone 
Services,  the  Estimates  show,  for  the  first  time,  the  anticipated  Vote  expenditure  on 
telephone  Services  separately  from  that  on  Telegraph  Services.  In  this  connection 
it  is  necessary  to  apportion  the  Maintenance  expenditure  under  Sub-head  P  between 
the  two  Services,  and  the  Committee  have  found  that  the  share  proper  to  Telephones 
is  46  per  cent. — see  Sub-heads  Q  and  P.P.  The  share  of  this  expenditure  proper  to 
Telephones  for  1907-8  may  be  estimated  at  44*3  per  cent. 

54.  An  Inter-Departmental  Committee  has  reconsidered  the  apportionment  of 
expenditure  common  to  Postal,  Telegraph  and  Telephone  Services,  and  it  is  estimated 
that  20J  per  cent,  of  the  total  is  proper  to  Telegraphs  and  2  J  per  cent,  to  Telephones. 
The  percentage  for  1907-8  was  23  for  Telegraphs  (including  Telephones),  of  which  2^ 
is  estimated  to  have  been  proper  to  Telephones. 

55.  Under  Packet  Services  there  is  an  increase  of  47,5002. — less  11,5202.,  the 
increased  contribution  towards  the  cost  of  the  service  by  the  Colonies  served — mainly 
in  respect  of  the  Contract  for  the  Peninsular  and  Oriental  Service  to  Asia  and 
Aostraiasia,    The  provision  for  this  Service  in  1907-8  rfipresented,  not  one  year's 
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subsidy,  but  the  balance  due  to  the  Contractors  under  the  retrospective  reduction  of 
sudsidy  conditional  on  the  extension  of  the  Contract  to  1912.  On  the  other  hand  the 
provision  under  Canada  and  China  for  the  Canadian-Pacific  Service  covers  the  period 
to  6th  April  only,  the  date  of  cessation  of  the  Contract.  One-fourth  of  the  cost  of 
this  Service  is  recovered  from  the  Dominion. 

5t5.  The  increase  under  Telegraph  Services  is  mainly  due  to  increments  in 
salaries  and  wages  and  to  the  improved  scales  of  pay,  etc.,  resulting  from  the  Revision 
referred  to  above. 

57.  As  regards  Telephone  Services,  the  increase  is  due  partly  to  the 
growth  of  the  system,  partly  to  the  additional  expenditure  resulting  from  the 
Revision  referred  to  above,  an  partly  to  and  increase  of  41,3691.  in  respect  of 
Annuities  issued  in  repayment  of  loans  on  Telephone  Capital  Account. 

WALTER  RUNCIMAN, 

Treasury  Chambers,  Whitehall 

2  March,  1908. 
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EXPLANATION    OF    ARRANGEMENT    AND    ABBREVIATIONS. 
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abjects  discnssed  in  Committee  of  Supply  are  entered  under  their  headings,  and  also  under 

Members'  Names,  without  reference  to  the  actual  Vote  before  the  Committee. 


ibbots  Bromley  Charity  Bill 

c.  1e.*,  Mar.  19,  798. 

Lberdare 

Education  Authority — Power  to  Dismiss 
Female  Married  Teachers. 

Q.     Mr.  D.  A.  Thomas;     A.     Mr. 
MjKenna,  Mar.  20,  921. 

Lbinger,  Lord 

Army — Special  Reserve  Officers,  Pespon- 
sibility  during  Non-I  raining  Pericd, 
Mar.  19,  740. 

Land  Values  (Scotland)  Bill,  2b.,  Mar. 
26,  1604. 

Lbraham,  Mr.  W.  [Cork  Co.  N.E.] 

Cork  Evicted  Tenants — Progress  made 
with  Reinstatements,  Mar.  23,  1101. 

Admiralty 

First  Lord — Rt.  Hon.  Lord  Tweedmouth. 
Financial  Secretary — Rt.  Hon.  E.  Robert- 
son. 

Coal    in    Stock    and    Aiiiount    Issued    in 
1907-8. 
Q.     Mr.  Holt;    J.     Mr.  E.  Robert- 
son,  Mar.  24,  1195. 

Contracts — Wages  Paid  by  Messrs.  Arm- 
strong, Whit  worth  &  Co. 

Q.     Mr.     Hudson;         A.     Mr.     E. 
Robertson,  Mur.  19,  708. 

Scarves  Contract,  Allocation  of. 

Q.     Mr.  Fell;    A.     Mr.  Laml^crt,  Mar. 
23,  1065. 
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Afghanistan 

Boundary  Agreement. 
Q.     Sir   H.   Cotton; 
Mar.  19,  772. 


A,    Mr.  Morley, 


Africa,  Central 

[See  also  Names  of  Places.] 
Chiromo-Blantyre  Railway,  Proposals  for 
Constructing. 

Q.     Sir  C.  Hill ;   A.     Mr.  Churchill, 
Mar.  23,  1050. 
Native  Labour  Recruitment  Regulations. 
Q.     Mr.  Bridgeman  ;  A.     Mr.  Churchill, 
Mar.  18,  569. 

Africa,  East 

[See  also  Names  of  T laces.] 
Goanese     and    Indians    in     Government 
Employ. 

Q.     Sir  G.  Parker ;    A.     Mr.  Chur- 
chill, Mar.  16,  189. 

Land  Ordinance,  Proposals  as  to. 

Q.     Sir  G.  Parker;    A.     Mr.  Churchill, 
Mar.  16,  190. 
Nairobi    Flogging   Incident — Case   of   Mr. 
Burn. 

Q.     Sir  G.  Parker ;    A.     Mr.  Chur- 
chill, Mar.  16,  185. 

Portuguese  Native  Labour  for  Transvaal 
Mines,   Conditions  of  Recruitment. 
Os.     Mr.  Fell,  Mar.  23,  1154,  1155. 
Qs.     Mr.   Staveley-Hill ;     As.     Mr. 
Churchill  Mar.  24,  1206. 

[corit. 


Vmr.  ll^JCi^, 


Mv. 


lfr-12: 


^ts^flmn*  •>  ', Atin  in  J- HT  r.n  "w.r'i. 
i/.   .is," 

^^.     K.-   U-T*.:.  J/cr'.   /i.  rj5r  :     Xr. 
if.--  f>»w.  ^Ti». 

Afrienltunl  HoUings  Bill 
AfiiealtQre 

Cf//f/«i — tUitnrTtM  fknrl  .Srrmman«s  Presented, 
Mar.  10,  J02,  l.%.  ] 

Agriadiure  and  Fisheries,  Board  of 

PffJiid^.nt — Bt.  Hon.  Earl  Carrington. 
I'oWf'.y  fff. 
(fH.    ('AfUmfA   Kfmyan-Slaney,   Mar.  16 ^ 
2%'A'I4\  ;     Mr.  J.  A.   Pease,  240; 
Mr.  J.  y.  Manon,  247. 

Vrttmimn  Occupied  bj. 
(?.     Mr.  C>ifjrthope  ;   ^.     Mr.  Harcourt, 
Mar.  24,  1194. 

lift fir#?«en tat ivf?  in  the  House  of  Commons, 
ApfK^intment  fjf,  prr/posed. 

0>».  Mr.  f Viurthope,  Mar.  16,  223 ; 
Mr.  C.  Warner,  238 ;  Colonel 
K»!nyon-81aney,  238. 

Agrioulture  and  Technical  Instruction 
Department,  Ireland 

Vire.prrjiidr.vt -Hi.  Hon.  T.  W.  Russell. 

(/onstituiion     and     Working,     Legislative 
f'nifM)HAlH  for  Atii ending. 
Q.     Hir(i.  S.   liolwrtson;     A.     Mr. 
IJirroll,  Mnr.S0,\r2\. 

Cn oporativo  Trailing  Kofioties  Subsidised 

Q.  Sir  (J.  H.  Kol)ertson;  A.  Mr. 
Hirroll,  Mar.  19,  700. 

KxpoiHliliiro  of. 
(h.     Mr.  '!'.  \V.  lluHHoll.  Mar.  26,  1039, 
lOlO;        Mr.    Mooiioy,     1059-1001, 
1000. 

Work  of. 

fh.     Mr.  T.  W.  UusHoIl.  Mar.  26,  KUO; 
Mr.  Hnrrio.  lO.Vl. 

Ainiworth,  Mr.  J.  S.IAr-ylll 

Clv'l'*  S«Mn«»  NoIm.  (Mono  Tinio  for,  oto.. 
.l/.ir.  /.v.  :i70:     Mar.  26,  IfvS'J. 

Slvoop  KurtUM  KlToot  of  l>ooision  in  ("aso 
of  (JilloMpio  r.  Hiddrll.  Mar.  :\5.  U13. 

Siunll  l««mU\oldcrH  (Sootlnnd)  Hill — Rc- 
Jootion  t>f,  Attitmlo  of  thr  (Jovornmont, 
.War  ;v;.  ICVT9. 

IJ 
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Force. 

F<n.    Amefidmeiit     of, 
jr«r.     J^,    740,    742, 


Coijul:!  AsocutiaiH,.  Secfvtaries,  Be- 
BLTTirrarinn  oC  JTflr.  19,  741. 

Fhsis*  for  w  nwiiilanff  at  Camp, 
Jfflr.  i»,  740.  742L 

Posaoa  of  llembas  of  Auxiliary 
F<gr?es  unable  to  join  Tenitorial 
Force,  Jim.  19,  74^  743. 

Seporatiom  ADovances,  ExtensHMi  of 
to  PriTato,  proposed,  Jfor.  19, 
740<,    741. 

Volunteers 

LoQz  Serrke  Miedal,  bestowing  on 
OfficcfB  after  1st  April,  1906, 
Mm.   19.  743L 

Weeklv  Allowances,  Increase  in,  pro- 
pped, Jr«r.  19,  740,  742. 

Alden,  lEr.  P.  [Middlesex.  Tottenham] 

HolkslcT  Bay  Labour  Colony,  Value  of 
ImproTements,  Jif«r.  2J,   1085. 

House  of  Commons  Library — Xnerease 
of  Accommodation  proposed,  Uv. 
16,  200. 

Lead-poi3oning  cases  in   1906,  Jfor.  2i^ 

1213. 
Natal  Natire  Affairs  Commission  Report, 

Action  taken  on,  Jfor.  24,  1209. 
Navy     Reserve— Engine-room    Artificen, 

Statistics  as  to,  Jfor.  16,  178. 
Reformatory  and  Industrial  Schools,  Boys 

sent  to  Sea  from,  (1000-7),  Jfor-  ^ 

1081. 
Unemployed  Workmen  Bill,  2b.,  Mar.  11 

35. 

Aldemey 

Foreign    Animals    Wharf    and    Abattoir 
Scheme,  Board  of  Agriculture  Decisioo 
as  to. 
Os,    Mr.  Bowerman,  If  or.  16,  242; 
Mr.  J.  A.   Pease,  257. 

Aliens 

Immigration  Boards 

Advisory  Committees,  Formation  of 
Q.     Mr.    Armitage;       A.    Mr.  »• 
Samuel,   Mar.   17,  413. 
Period  of  Appointment  of  Members 
Q,    Mr.    Armitage;       A.    Mr.  »• 
Samuel,    Mar.    17,    412. 
Koflfenborg  (or  Woffenburg)  Family,  Cause 
for    Rejection.  - 

Q.     Mr.    Armitage;       A.    Mr.  J^ 
Snmuel,    ifor.    17^  413» 

Aliens  Aot 

Cost    of   Administration. "  ^, 

Os.    Sir  F.  Banbury;  Mm*  M  1^ 
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Uen,  Mr.  A  A,  [Christchurch] 

Bankruptcy  Laws — Commercial  Travellers, 
Position   of.   Mar.   24,    1189. 

Children  Bill,  2e.,  Mar.  24,  1270-1275. 

Teachers*  Registration  Council,  Proposals 
for,   Mar.   26,    1573. 

Uendale.  Lord 

Motors 

Roads,  Grant-in-Aid  to  County  Coun- 
cils for  Maintenance  of,  proposed, 
Mar.    17,   349-352,   360. 
Taxation  and   Legislation,    Proposals 
as  to.  Mar.  17,  349. 
Municipal  Representation  Bill,  Com.,  Mar. 
16,  107. 


Jl-British  Hail  Route 

Report  on. 

Qs.     Mr.     Hay;      As.    Mr.      Kearley, 
Mar.  26,  1567. 

dtham 

Church  Rates,  Demand  Note  for  Payment 
of. 

Q.     Sir  J.  Leese ;     ^.     Mr.  Bums, 
Mar.  23,  1084. 

Lmpthill,  Lord 

India — Governors  Leave  of  Absence,  Amend- 
ment of  Statute  relating  to,  proposed, 
Mar.   17,   377-381. 

knson,  Sir  W.  R.  [Oxford  University] 

Burford  Grammar  School,  Religious  In- 
struction in.  Mar.   25,   1411. 

Science  and  Technology,  Imperial  College 
of,  Estimate  for,  Information  as  to. 
Mar.    18,    717-719. 

South  Kensington  College  of  Science, 
Grant,  Distribution  of.  Mar.  18,  718. 

Teachers*  Registration  Council,  Proposals 
for.    Mar.    25,    1410. 

Aiiitruther-Oray,    Major    [St.    Andrews 

Burghs] 

Africa,  South — Garrison  Reduction  Pro- 
posals, Mar.  17,  402. 

Army  Quartermasters  and  Riding  Masters, 
Rank  and  Retired  Pay  of.  Mar.  26, 
1561. 

Canals  and  Waterways,  Scottish,  Considera- 
tion of,  by  Commission,  Mar.  24, 
1220. 

India — Jullundur,  Facilities  for  Presby- 
terian Service,  Mar.  IS,  565, 

Militia — Fife  Royal  Garrison  Artillery. 
Decision  as  to,  Mar.  26,  1561. 

Navy 

Battleship  Practice  Return,  Form  of 
and  Date  of  issuing.  Mar.  17. 
405. 

Boeyth  Works  Contract,  Information 
as  to,  ifar.  23,  1065. 
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Aiutruther-Oray,  Major— conf. 

Post  Office 

Newspaper   Rates  to   Newfoundland, 

Mar.  26,  1670. 
Postal   Rate  to  Morocco,   Reduction 
of.  Mar.  26,  1670. 

St.  Helena,  Medical  Attendance  for  In- 
habitants, Mar.  26,  1564. 

Trawling — British  Vessels  Registered  in 
Norway,  Proposals  for  dealing  with, 
Mar.  24,  1221. 

Anthrax 

Increase  in.  Necessity  for  Stringent  Regu- 
lations. 
08.     Mr.  C.  Warner,  Mar.  16,  238. 

Ards  and  Bangor  Railways  Bill 

c.  lE.*  Mar.  19,  750. 

Argentine  North  Eastern  Railway  Bill 

/.  2b.  ♦  Mar.  26,  1493. 

Armaments 

Reduction  of  Expenditure  on,  proposed. 
Os.    Mr.  Everett,  Mar.  19,   892. 

Armitage,  Mr.  £.  [Leeds,  Central] 
Aliens 

Immigration  Boards 

Advisory  Committees,  Formation 
of,  Mar.  17,  413. 

Period  of  Appointment  of  Mem- 
bers, Mar.  17,  412. 

Koflfenburg  (or  Woflfenburg)  Family, 
Cause  for  Rejection  of.  Mar.  17, 
413. 

Army 

Secretary    of    State— lS,t.    Hon.     H.    B. 
Haldane. 

Parliamentary  Secretary — Earl  of  Ports- 
mouth. 


Financial       Secretary — ^Mr. 
Buchanan. 


T. 


R. 


Accounts   Department,    Changes   Contem- 
plated in. 
Q.    Sir  J.  Bethell  -,  A.    Mr.  Bialdane 
Mar.  17,  402. 

Annual  Report,  Date  of  presenting. 

Q.     Sir  C.   Dilke;      A.    Mr.   Haldane, 
Mar.  16,  178. 

Artillery 

Reductions  effected. 

Oa.  Lord  Wynford,  Mar, 
16,  127,  129;  Lord 
Raglan,  131  ;  Mar- 
quess of  Lansdowne, 
142. 

Minute  of  Army  Council  approving 
— Tabling,  proposed. 

Oa.  Marquess  of  Lans- 
downe, Mar.  16,  146; 
Earl  of  Portsmouth, 
146,  153;  Viscount 
Midleton,  153.  Mr. 
Haldane,  Mar.  19, 
845-848. 

[coni. 
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nny — cont. 

Artillery — cont, 

Keductlona  eflfected— con^. 

Objections  to. 

Oa.  Mr.  A.  Lee,  Mar  19. 
832-835;  Mr.  Ealdane, 
839,  842;  JMr.  A.  J. 
Balfour,  869-861;  Mr. 
Wyndham,  900-903. 

Reserve,  Present  Strength  of. 
08.     Earl  of  Portsmouth,  Mar.  16. 
116. 

Royal  Field — Commissions  offered  for 
Competition. 

Q.     Mr.    Younger ;        A.     Mr. 
Haldane,  Mar.  19,  766. 

Auxiliary  Forces,  {see  also  Militia,  Volun- 
teers, Yeomanry.) 

Allowances      of      Officers      attending 
Schools   of  Instruction,   Income- 
tax  on. 
Q.     Mr.   Courthope;     A.     Mr. 
Haldane,  Mar.  19,  769. 

Cadet  Corps,  see  that  title. 

Cordite     containing     Mercuric     Chloride, 
Decision  as  to. 

Qs.  Mr.  Bellairs,  Viscount  Helms- 
ley,  Lord  R.  Cecil,  Mr.  Lea  ;  As. 
Mr.  Haldane,  Mar.  26,  1659. 

Cost  of. 
Os.    Mr.  H.  Cox,  Mar.  19,  903,  904. 

Enfield    Factory,     Apprentices,    Employ- 
ment of. 

Q.  Mr.  Branch  ;  A.  Mr.  Qaldano, 
Mar.  18,  567. 

Enfield  Lock — Case  of  West. 
Q.     Mr.  P.  O'Brien  ;  A.     Mr.  Runciman, 

Mar.  16,  204. 
Q.     Mr.    Vemey ;       A.     Mr.    Haldane, 

Mar.  19,  766 
Q.     Mr.   Branch;     A.     Mr.   Runciman, 

Mar.  25,  1412. 

Expeditionary  Force  of  160,000  Men. 
Os.  Lord  Lucas  Mar.  16,  122-124, 
154;  Earl  of  Elgin,  150,  151  ; 
Viscount  Midleton,  154 ;  Mr. 
Luttrell,itf ar.  19, 828  ;  Mr.  Haldane, 
840,  853. 

Guns,  Field,  Weight  of. 

Q.    Mr.    A.    Lee       A,     Mr.     Haldane 
J/ar.  26,  182. 

Interpreters — Eligibility  of  Auxiliary  Force 
Officers  for  Grant. 

Q.  Viscount  CastJereagh ;  A.  Mr. 
Haldane,  Mar.  17,  406. 

King's  Regulations,  Revision  of. 

Q.     Sir   C.    Dilke;      A.     Mr.    Haldane, 

Mar.  13,  10. 
Q.     Sir   C.    Dilko;      A.     Mr.    Haldane, 
Mar.  25,  1402. 

London  'S mall ^ Arms    Company,    Wages 
paid  by. 

Q.  Mr.  B.  S.  Straus;  A.  Mr. 
Haldane,  Mar.  25,  1401. 


Army — cont. 

Manual  of  Military  Law,  Revision  of. 
Q.     Sir  C.   Dilke;      A.     Mr.   Haldane. 
Mar.  25,  )402. 

Marines,  Royal,  see  that  tiile. 

Militia,   Volunteers,   Y'eomanry,   see  those 
titles. 

Officers 

Brigade-Majors,   Honorary   Rank  for 
imder  New  Regulations. 

Q.     Mr.   Courthope;     A.    Mr. 
Haldane.  Mar.  23,  1052. 

Compulsory   Transfer   from   Reduced 
Regiments. 
Qs.     Earl  Winterton,  Mr.  Lamb 
ton,  Mr.  Ashley;    As.  Mr. 
Haldane,  Mar.  23,  1069. 

Estimate  for  making  good  Deficiency. 
Q.  Mr.  A.  L.  Stanley;  A. 
Mr.  Haldane,  Mar.  23,  1068. 

Pay,  Inadequacy  of. 
Os.  Mr.  Ashley,  Mar.  19,  908, 
909;  Mr.  Haldane,  909,  910; 
Sir  F.  Banbury,  910,  911; 
Sir  H.  Craik,  911  ;  Captain 
Craig,  912. 

Pension  System. 
Os.    Lord  Saye  and  Sele,  Mar.  19, 

745. 

Reduction  in  Number,  Proposals  for. 
Os.     Lord  Wynford,  Mar.  16,  129, 
130. 

Royal  Garrison  Artillery,  Promotion 
Grievances. 
Os.     Mr.  A.  Lee,  Mar.  19,  836  ; 
Mr.  Haldane,  838. 

Shortage,  Causes  of. 
Os.     Mr.    A.    Lee,    Mar.    19,    S3-S 
836  ;    Captain  Craig,  012. 

Special  Reserve,  see  that  svbheadin^- 

Territorial  Force,  see  that  subhetid*^' 

Ordnance  Department. 

Wages  of  Civil  Employees  in  Irel^*** 
Q.    Mr.  Field;     A.     Mr.  Haldti-^^ 
Mar.  16,  167. 

Writers,  Pay  of. 

Q.    Mr.    Courthope;        A,     Mr*- 
Buchanan,  Mar.  23,  1051. 

Pay,  Rate  of. 
Os.     Mr.  H.  Cox,  Mar.  19,  904,  1>0- 
Mr.  Ashley,  908. 

Pensions — System  of  Paying  by  Boarci.^ 
of  Guardians. 

Q.     Captain  Faber ;    A.     Mr.   S^^ 
dane.  Mar.  26,  1562. 

Quartermasters  and  Riding-Ma8ter8,Bot^s^<^ 
Pay  of. 
Q.    Mr.   G.   A.   Hardy;     A.       '^^ 

Haldane,  Mar.  23,  1055. 
r.    Major  Am     ither*Gny;  -^ 

Mr.  Haldauo,  Mar.  26,  USei* 
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jrmy — eotu. 

Redactions  effected. 

08.  Lord  Lucas,  Mar,  16,  121- 
124  ;  Lord  Raglan,  130  ;  Lord 
Lovat,  136 ;  Marquess  of 
Lansdowne,  140;  Earl  of 
Portsmouth,  141 ;  Viscount 
Midleton,  152 ;  Mr.  Haldane, 
Mar.  19,  854;  Mr,  Ashley, 
869-873. 

Lnsh  Regiments,  Proposals  as  to. 
08,     Captain  Craig,  Mar,  19,  890. 

Report  of  Inspector-General  for  1907  as 
to  Training  and  Efl&ciency  of  the 
Troops — ^Tabling,  proposed. 

O.  Lord  Raglan,  Mar,  16,  133; 
Marquess  of  Lansdowne,  146, 
147 ;  Earl  of  Elgin,  148,  149  ; 
Mr.  Haldane,  Mar.  19,  845- 
848. 
Q.  Sir '  B.  Sheffield ;  A,  Mr. 
Haldane,  Mar.  18,  562. 

Reserve 

Sergeant-Majors,  Pay  of. 

Q.  Mr.  Hunt;  A,  Mr.  Haldane, 
Mar,  24,  1199. 

Special  Reserve,  see  that  subJieading. 
Strength  of. 
Os.    Marquess  of  Lansdowne,  Mar. 

16,    141;      Mr.    Ashley,    Mar. 

19,  870. 

Rules  of  Procedure,  Date  of  Tabling. 
Q.     Sir   C.    Dilke;      A.     Mr.    Haldane, 
Mar,  13,  10. 

Scollans,  C,  Case  of. 
<?.     Mr.  V.  Kennedy  ;  A,    Mr.  Haldane, 
Mar,  13,9, 

Scottish  Horse,  Recruiting  for. 
Qs,    Mr.  Bowerman  ;  As,     Mr.  Haldane, 
Mar.  23,  1071. 

Soldiers,  Tuberculous 

Discharges  in  1907. 
Qs.     Mr.  Summerbell,  Colonel  Seely, 
As.     Mr.    Haldane,    Mar.    18, 
556. 

Proposals  for  Treatment  of. 

Q.  Colonel  Lockwood ;  A.  Mr. 
Haldane,  Mar,  26,   1658. 

Special  Reserve 

Bounties  for  Recruits. 
Os.     Duke    of    Bedford,    Mar.    19, 
735;        Earl    of    Portsmouth, 
738. 

,    Conditions  of  Enlistment. 

:      Os.     Duke    of    Bedford,    Mar.    19, 

734;        Earl    of    Portsmouth, 

737. 

Married  Men,  Eligibility  of. 

Os.  Duke  of  Bedford.  Mar.  19, 
736;  Earl  of  Portsmouth, 
739. 

Minimum  Age  for  Enlistment. 
Os.     Duke    of    Bedford.    Mar.    19, 
.,  736;        Earl     of    Portsmouth, 
739. 


Army — corU, 

Special  Reserve— con^ 

Mobilisation,  Distribution  of  Men  on. 

Os,     Duke    of    Bedford,    Mar.    19, 

735  ;    Earl  of  Portsmouth,  738. 

Non-Training    Period,    Position    of 
Battalions  during. 
Os,     Duke    of    Bedford,    Mar, 
19,  734;      Earl  of  Ports- 
mouth,  737. 
Officers 

Additions  to. 
Os,     Duke    of    Bedford,    Mar, 
19,  736;      Earl  of  Ports- 
mouth.  739. 

Line  Majors,  StcUtLs  of  at  Annual 
Training. 
Os.     Duke  of  Bedford,  Mar, 
19,135;  Earl  of  Ports- 
mouth, 738. 

RespNonsibility  during  Non-train- 
ing Period. 

Os.   Duke  of  Bedford,  Jf Of. 
19,  736  ;  Earl  of  Ports- 
mouth, 737,  740 ;  Lord 
Abinger,  740. 
Organisation  of. 
Os.     Marquess  of  Lansdowne,  Mar, 
16,  141,  142;  Earl  of  Elgin,  148. 
Stores,  Maintainmg  Adequate  Reserve  of. 
Os.     Lord   Raglan,   Mar.  16,  134;  Earl 
of  Elgin,  147. 
Strength  of. 

Os.  Lord  Lucas,  Mar.  16,  121-124; 
Mr.  Luttrell,  Mar.  19,  828;  Mr! 
Hart-Davies,  830;  Mr.  Haldane, 
839  ;  Sir  C.  Dilke,  862-864  ;  Mr. 
Ashley,  868,  869;  Mr.  Rees,  F77, 
880:  Mr.  J.  M.  Robertson.  881- 
886 ;  Captain  Craig,  886,  890-892  ; 
Mr.  Wyndham,  894-898;  Mr.  H. 
Cox.  903-907. 

Sub-Target  Rifle  Machine,  Trials  of. 
Q.     Sir    C.    Hill;       A.     Mr.    Haldane, 
Mar.  26,  1656. 

Territorial    Force   [see   also   tiUes,   Militia, 
Volunteers,  Yeomanry]. 
Artillery 

Armament  with  Modem  Guns. 
Os.     Mr.    Haldane,    Mar.    19 
852,    853. 

Organisation  and  Training  of. 
Os.  Earl  Roberts,  Mar.  16, 
125 ;  Lord  Lucas,  125- 
127  ;  Lord  Wynford,  128, 
129  ;  Lord  Raglan,  132  ; 
Marquess    of    Lansdowne', 


143-146;  Earl  of  Elgin,  15o! 
Value  of  in  Time  of  War. 
Os.  Mr.  Haldane,  Mar 
838,  844-853 ;  Mr 
Lee,  844  ;  Mr.  A.  J 
four,  855,  857-860;  Sir 
C.  Dilke,  861,  868}/  Mr. 
Wedgwood,  8a*-W;  Mr. 
Ashley,  867;  J*^  Wynd- 
ham,  899-(»8.  / 

[coni. 
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Ashley,  Mr.  W.  W.  [Lancashire,  N, 
pool] 

Army 

Officers 

Compulsory  Transfer  from  Re- 
duced Bdgiments,  Mar,  23, 
1069. 

Pay,  Inadequacy  of.  Mar.  19, 
908,  909. 

Pay,  Rate  of,  Mar.  19,  908. 

Reductions   effected,    Mar.    19,    869- 

873. 
Reserve,  Strength  of,  Mar.  19,  870. 
Strength  of.  Mar.  19,  868,  869. 
Territorial  Force 

Artillery — Value  of  in  Time  of 
War,  Mar.  19,  867. 

Coimty  Association  Secretaries, 
Pay  of.  Mar.  23,  1073. 

Army  (Annual)  Bill,  Cam.,  Mar.  25,  1434, 
1440,  1443-1446,  1466,  1461, 
1467, 1476, 1477. 

Copies  Available  for  Members,  Mar. 
23,  1076. 

Egypt 

British   Garrison,    Strength   of.   Mar. 
19,  871. 

Mecca    Pilgrims,    Measures    for    Pro- 
tection of.  Mar.  26,  1566. 

Indian  Army,  Reduction  in  Strength  of, 
proposed.  Mar.  19,  870. 

Malta  Garrison,  Strength  of.  Mar.  19,  871, 
872. 

Moray  Firth — Foreign  Trawlers,  Prosecu- 
tion of,  Mar.  26,  1678. 

Morocco — Algeciras  Convention,  Proposals 

as  to  Mar.  26,  1665. 
jfavy— Cordite,  Stock  of,  Mar.  26,  1566. 

New  Forest — Army  Manoeuvres.  Proposals 
for  Holding,  Mar.  26,  1669. 

Aaquith,  Et.  Hon.  H.  R,— Chancellor  of  the 

Exchequer  [Fife,  E.] 

Army  Estimates,  Allocation  of  Time  for 
Discussion,  Mar.  16,  210. 

Brewing  Statistics  (1878-1907),   Mar.  23* 

1061. 
Budget,    Date    of    introducing,  Mar^  19, 

795. 

Business  of  the  House 

Course  of.  Mar.  18,  691,  692;     Mar. 
19,  785,  786  ;   Mar.  26,  1595. 

Sessional  Arrangements,  Mar.  19,  795. 

Canals  and  Waterways,  Scottish,  Con- 
sideration of,  by  Commission,  Mar. 
24,  1220. 

Consolidated  Fund  (No.  1)  Bill,  2b.,  Mar. 
2C,  1113,    1133-1137,  1139,  1143. 

Civil  Service  Assistant  Clerks,  Petition 
from.  Mar.  17,  403. 
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Asquith.  Rt.  Hon.  H.  ll.—€ont. 

Devonshire,  Duke  of,  Death  of.  Mar. 

1231. 
Education    (Scotland)    Bill— Introduct 

Proposals  for.  Mar.  25,  1432. 
Edwards,    Dr.    Hall,    Case    of— Award 

Civil  List  Pension,  Mar.  23,  1079. 
Finance   Accounts,    Information   inclu 

in,  3/ar.  25,  1431. 
Hayti,  British  Warships  in  Vicinity,  J 

16,  210. 
Incomo-Taz 

Bonus,  Assessment  of.  Mar.  26,  \l 

Claim  for  Relief,  Mar.  19,  793. 
Inhabited  House  Duty,  Method  of  km 

ment.  Mar.  24,  1230. 

Land  Purchase 

Funds  available  for.  Mar.  16,  173. 

Stock  Flotation — Date  of  malt 
Statement,  Mar.  23, 1061. 

Land  Tax — Charities  and  Friendly  Societ 
Exemption  of,  proposed.  Mar.  16, 2 

Land    Valuation    Bill,    Proposals  as 
Mar.  19,  793. 

Licensing  Bill — Second  Reading,  Date 
t  iking.  Mar.  23,  1103,  1186. 

Liquor  Traffic 

Compensation,  Method  of  oalculat 
Mar.  26,  1692. 

Government  Licensed  Property,  I 
posals  as  to.  Mar.  26,  1693. 

Income-Tax,  Basis  of  Assessing,  i 

23,  1102. 
Public-houses  owned  by  Govemni( 

S»le  of.  Mar.  25,  1403, 

*'SawyerArm8"(Hertford)  and  "Que 
(Codicote)  Compensation  awar 
to.  Mar.  23,  1062. 

Lunatics,  Married,    Statistics   as  to 
Facilities  for  Divorce,  Mar.  17,  40S 

Motors,  Irish^owned  Cars,  Fees  payable 
Mar.  23,  1102. 

Post  Office  Savings  Bank  Deficiency,  M 
19,  794. 

Private  Members*  rights — Infringement 
Early  Adjournment,  on  25th  in 
Mar.  26,  1596. 

Savings  Bank  Investments^Cost  Pr 
etc.  Mar.  24,  1229. 

Secret  Service,  Expenditure  on,  Mw. 
1229. 

Small  Holdings  (Scotland)  Bill,  Propo 
as  to.  Mar.  16,  209. 

Small  Landholders  (Scotland)  BilMi 
ernment  Proposals,  Jfor.  IS,  661. 

Solicitors — Annnal  Fee  payable,  Jfar. 
1594, 

Sugar  Duty,  Representations  as  to,  J 
24^  1230. 
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jquith,  Et.  Hon.  H.  'E,—cont, 

Taxation 

Suggestions  for.  Mar.  19,  794. 
Surveyor's    Clerks,    Status,    etc., ^  of. 
Mar.  16,  209. 

Temperance   Drinks,   Proof  Spirits  found 
on  Analysis,  Mar.  17,  396,  412. 

Tobacco 

Cultivation  in  Scotland,  Act  prohibit- 
ing. Mar,  13,  8. 

Duty,  Representations  as  to  Reduc- 
tion of.  Mar.  16,  173. 

Transvaal — Chinese  Labour. 

Policy  of  H.M.  Grovernnient,  Mar.  23, 
1134-1137. 

Re-enactment  of  Ordinance  of  1904-5 
— Charges    against    the    Govern- 
ment, Mar.  23,  1113,  1133-1137. 
Unemployed  Workmen  Bill,  2r.  ,  Mar.  13* 
85-88. 

Lnooiated  Portland   Cement  Mannfac- 
turen 

Wages  paid  by. 

Q.     Mr.  Summerbell ;  A.      Mr.  Haldane, 
Mar.  24,  1197. 

Ltheiley- Jones,  Mr.  L.  [Durham,  N. w.j 

Children  Bill,  2r.,  Mar.  24,  1275-1278. 

ittomey-G'eneral — Sir  w.  s.  Rohson 
ittomey-Oeneral  for  Ireland— ^<.  Hon. 

JS.  B.  Cherry, 

Liidenshaw  Urban  District  Council  Bill 

/.  Rep.*   Mar.    26,    1493. 

Luftralia 

Set  also  Names  of  Stales. ] 

Naval    Contribution,    Correspondence    as 
to. 
Q.     Barl  Winterton  ;  A.     Mr.  I^m- 
bert,    Mar.    23,    1064. 

State  Railways,   Information  as  to. 
Q.     Mr.   W.  Redmond  ;     .4.  Mr.  Lloyd- 
George,    Mar.   IS,   547. 

Instria-Hungary 

Economic  Condition  of  Hungary  (1906-7) 
Report  Presented,  Mar.  18,  494. 

Avehnry,  Lord 

Municipal  Representation  Bill,  Com.,  Mar. 

16,  107. 
Sunday  Closing  (Shops)  Bill,  2k.,  Mar.  17. 

326-329,  341  ;     Cow.,  Mar.  26,  1524- 

1532. 

Balcarres,  Lord  [Lancashire,  N.,  Chorley] 
Army — Territorial    Force 

Attestation  Form,  Terms  of,  Mar. 
25,    1437,    1438. 

County  Association  Secretaryships, 
Position  of  Army  Officers  accept- 
ing,  Mar.   25,    1487-1489,    1491. 
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Baloarres,  Lord— cofi<. 

Army  (Annual)  Bill.  Com.,  Mar.  25,  1437, 
1467. 

Civil    Service    Estimates — Date    of   Circu- 
lating Memorandum,  Mar.  26,  1669. 

Consolidated  Fund  (No.  1)  Bill,  3r.,  Mar. 

25,   1487,   1488,   1489. 
Cordite — Period    of    Preservation    in    Hot 

Climates,  Mar.  16,  161. 

Balfour,  Et.  Hon.  A.  J.  [City  of  London] 
Army 

Artillery    Reductions,    Objections    to. 
Mar.  19,  859-861. 

Territorial  Force 

Artillery — Value  in  Time  of  War, 
Mar.  19,  855,  857-800. 

t)rganisation  as  a  Fighting  Force, 
Mar.  19,  856-858. 

Business  of  the  House,  Course  of,  Mar  18, 
591,  592;   Mar.  26,   1595. 

Consolidated  Fund  (No.  1)  Bill,  2r.,  Mar. 
23,  1137-1144. 

Devonshire,  Late  Duke  of.  Mar.  24,  1232. 

Labour  —  Eight- Hours     Day,     Limitation 
by  Law,  proposed,  Mar.  18,  702-704. 

Small  Holdings 

Grant    of    £100,000,     Allocation     of. 
Mar.   17,  430,  431,  434. 

Land    offered    to   County   Councils — 
Lmdsey  Case,  Mar.  17,  431-432. 

Working   of   Act — Financial   Position 

of   Coimty   Councils,   etc..    Mar. 

17,   433. 

Transvaal,  Chinese  Labour — Re-enactment 

of    Ordinance    of    1904-5,    Mar.    23, 

1138-1144. 

Balfonr  of  Bnrleigh,  Lord 

Land    Values    (Scotland)    Bill,    2r.,    Mar. 

25,  1384-1390. 

Sunday  Closing  (Shops)  Bill,  Com.,  Mar. 

26,  1530. 

Ballinaraw 

Case  of  R.  Foy. 

Q.     Mr.     O'Dowd;        A.     Mr.     Birrell, 
Mar.  25,  1398. 

Ballingar 

Case  of  P.  Collins. 

Q.     Capt.     Craig ;         A.     Mr.     Cherry, 
Mar.   20.    1585. 

Outrage  at  House  of  J.  Minogue. 
Qs.     Capt.    Craig,    Mr.    T.    L.    Corbeit ; 
As.     Ml-.   Cherry,   Mar.   26,   1580. 

Ballot  (Transferable  Vote)  Bill 

c.  iR*.,   Mar.  25,   1434. 

Ballyquaide  Glebe 

Grant  to  Mr.  R.  Pearson,  proposed. 
Q.     Mr.  Delany ;    A.     Mr.  Birrell,  Mar. 
16,  175. 


Bal~Bar] 
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Ballyshaniioii 

Constabulary  Barracks,  Accommodation 
in. 

Q,     Mr.  MacNeill ;    ^.     Mr.  BirreU, 
Mar,  25,  1424. 

Banbury,  Sir  P.  [City  of  London] 

Aliens  Act — Cost  of  Administration,  Mar, 

26,  1696. 
Army  Officers  Pay,  Inadequacy  of,  Mar, 

19,  910,  911. 
Army  (Annual)  Bill,  Cam,,  Mar,  25,  1448, 

1468,  1472. 
Cattle     Importation     Restrictions — Effect 

on     Deptford    Cattle    Market,     etc., 

Mar.  16,  253. 
Civil  Service  Estimates 

Economies  effected.   Mar,   26,   1694- 

1696. 
Memorandum,    Date    of    circulating. 

Mar,  26,  1669. 
Coastguard,  Policy  as  to.  Mar,  19,  914. 

Coinage,  Silver,  for  Colonies  and  Pro- 
tectorates, Expenditure  in  connection 
with.  Mar.  17,  449. 

Congested  Districts  Board — Funds  avail- 
able for  Purchase  of  Estates,  Mar.  18, 
665. 

Consolidated  Fund  (No.  1)  Bill,  2b.,  Mar, 
23,  1163-1165,  1167. 

Constabulary,  Royal  Irish,  Supplementary 
Estimate  for.  Mar,  18,  715. 

Education  Board  President — Absence 
during  Discussion  on  Education  Vote, 
Mar.  18,  726. 

Foot-and-Mouth  Disease 

Hay  and  Straw  imported  from  In- 
fected Districts,  Mar.  16,  252, 
253. 

Horses,  Liability  of.  Mar,  16,  230. 

Gibraltar,  Admiralty  Works  at.  Mar.  19, 
826. 

Glanders,  Measures  taken  to  check.  Mar. 
18,  666. 

Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  (Ireland) 
Bill,  2b.,  Mar.  20,  937-943,  983. 

Labour — Eight  Hours  Day  Limitation  by 
Law,  proposed.  Mar.  18,  707. 

Law  and  Justice  in  Ireland,  Administra- 
tion of,  Mar.  17,  484-486. 

New  Hebrides  Native  Labour  Convention, 
Mar.  23,  1165. 

Parliamentary  Elections  (Disqualification 
Removal)  Bill,  2b.,  Mar.  27,  1750- 
1756. 

Post  Office 

Hobhouse  Committee  Report,  In- 
creased Expenditure  due  to,  Mar. 
18y  710,  71L 

Sites,  Increase  in  Estimate  for.  Mar, 
I8y  709. 
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Banbury,  Sir  P.— co»<. 

Prosecution  of  Offences  (Amendment) 
2b.,  Mar.  24,  1243-1246. 

Expenses  Resolution,  Mar.  26,  1 
1608,   1611-1616. 

Public  Trustee 

Expenses  of  Office,  Vote  for.  Mat 

451. 
Fees  to  be  charged.  Mar.  17,  452. 

Registration  of  Clubs  (Ireland)  Bill, 
Mar.  27,  1720-1723. 

Rosyth,  Policy  as  to.  Mar.  19,  826. 

Science  and  Technology,  Imperial  Col 
of,  Estimate  for,  Mar.  18,  726. 

Small  Holdings 

Grant  of  £100,000,  Allocation  of,  1 
17,  424,  426. 

Working  of  Act — ^Financial  Poei 
of  County  Councils,  etc..  Mar. 
29(^296. 

Taxation — Irish  Contribution,  Over-Ti 
tion,  etc.,  Mar.  26,  1693,  1694. 

Telegraph    Service — Supplementary   I 

mate.  Mar.  18,  709. 
Thames — Deep  Water  Docks  near  Lorn 

Provision    of,    proposed.    Mar. 

826. 

Transvaal  Chinese  Labour — Policy  of 
Majesty's  Government,  Mar.  23,  U 
1166. 

Treasury  Chest  Bond  Vote,  Decrease 
Mar.  17,  466. 

Unemployed,  Estimate  for,  Mar.  26,  K 

Bankruptcy  Laws 

Commercial  Travellers,  Position  ot 
Q.    Mr.    A.    Allen;       A.    Mr.   Uo 
George,  Meur.  24,  1189. 

Baring,  Mr.  0.  V.  [Winchester] 

Territorial    Force    Attesting    Officer 
Approving  Officer,  Definition  of,  i 
18,  561. 

Barnard,  Lord 

Education 

Charitable  Trusts — ^Administratioo 

the  Board  of  Education,  Mar. 

1013-1015. 
School  Building  Grant,  Allocation 

Mar.  23,  1006-1012,  1046. 

Garforth  School  Reorganisation  Schea 
Action  of  Board  of  Education,  i 
23,  1012,  1013. 

Narberth  Trust  School,  Decision  of  I 
cation  Board  as  to.  Mar.  23, 1014. 

Royston  School— Case  of  Mr.  0.  B.  Mi 
Mar.  23,  1012. 

Barnard,  Mr.  E.  B.  [Kidderminster] 
"  Sawyer  Arms  '*  (Hertford),  and  "  Que 
(Codicote) — Compensation  Award© 
Mar.  23,  1062. 
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lamas,  lEr.  0.  N.  [Glasgow,  Blackfriars] 
Navy 

"  Indus  "—Police  employed  for  Stoker 
Ratings,  Mar,  18,  656. 

Officers — ^Training  under  New  System, 
Mar,  19,  914. 


lamtflilaiLd  of 

Exodus    of    Crofters 
Vatersay). 


to    Vatersay,  {see 


lanie,  Mr.  H.  T.  [Londonderry,  N.] 

Administraton,    Ck>8t   of,   etc.,    Mar,    26, 

1(MJ4-1657. 
Agriculture  Department,   Work  of.   Mar. 

26, 1664. 

Belfast  Post  Office—Telegraphic  Delays, 
Mar.  26,  1639. 

Batter,  Milk-blended — Objections  to  Regis- 
tration of  "  Peark's  Own,"  Mar.  16, 
270-272. 

Cattle-driying  in  Ireland,  Mar.  17,  467. 

Congested  Districts  Board — ^Funds  avail- 
able for  Purchase  of  Estates,  Mar. 
18,  648-660. 

Constabulary,  Royal  Irish,  Supplementary 
Estimate  for.  Mar,  18,  714. 

Criminal  Prosecutions  in  Ireland,  Supple- 
mentary Vote  for.  Mar.  17,  467. 

BduoatioR,  Policy  as  to.  Mar.  26,  1656. 

Housing  oC  the  Working  Classes  (Ireland) 
Bill,  2k.,  Mmr,  20,  956-961. 

Land  Purchase  Stock  Flotation — Date  o^ 
making  Statement,  Mar,  23,  1060. 

Registration  of  Clubs  (Ireland)  Bill,  2b., 
Mar,  27,  1728,  173L 

lixrySitata 

Case  of  T.  O'Donovan- 
Q.    Bir.  Flynn ;    A.     Mr.  Birrell  Mar, 
26,  1556. 

itnrlek-in-Elmet 

Sohool  Accommodation. 
Qs.     Mr.  Carlile,  Sir  H.  Craik  ;  As.     Mr, 

McKenna,  Mar.  19,  782- 
Q,    Mr.  Lane-Fox ;  A,     Mr.  McKenna, 

Mar,  25,  1409. 


[Glouoestershire,  Tewkes- 


^aak,  Mr.  M.  H. 

bury] 

Small  Holdings  Act,  Working  of — Financial 
Position  of  County  Councils,  etc., 
Mar.  16,  287,  288. 

leauehamp,  Earl 

Yndi*-"  Governors,  Leave  of  Absence  of — 
Amendment  of  Statute,  proposed, 
Mmt,  17,  372-375. 

Svnday  Closing  (Shops)  Bill,  2r.,  Mar,  17, 
337 ;   C<m..,  Mar.  26,  1529. 


Bedford,  Duke  of 

Army,  Special  Reserve 

Bounties  for  Recruits,  Mar,  19,  735. 

Conditions   of   Enlistment,    Mar,    19 
734. 

Married  Men,  Eligibility  of.  Mar.  19, 
736. 

Minimum  Age  for  Enlistment,   JIfar. 
19,  736. 

Mobilisation,  Distribution  of  Men  on. 
Mar,  19,  736. 

Xon-training  Period,  Position  of  Bat- 
talions during.  Mar.  19,  734. 

Officers 

Additions  to.  Mar,  19,  736. 

Line  Majors,  Status  of,  at  Annual 
Training,  Mar,  19,  735. 

Responsibility  during  Non-training 
Period,  Mar,  19,  736. 

Militia — Non- training  Bounty  for  Men  of 
Disbanded  Battalions,  Mar,  19,  736. 

Beer 

Brewing  Statistics   (1878-1907). 

Q,     Mr.   Courthope ;    A.     Mr.   Asquith, 
Mar.  23,  1061. 

Belfast 

Post  Office  Telegraph  Delays,  Cause  of. 
Q.     Mr.    Lon^ale;       A.     Mr.    Buxton, 

Mar.  23,   1102. 
Q.     Mr.     Barrie ;        A.     Mr.    Buxton, 

Mar.  26,   1639. 

Strike    Riots — Case   of   James    Larkin. 
Os,     Mr.  Cherry,  Mar.  17,  470,  471. 

Belgium 

Ttade  and  Population  (1907). 

Q.     Mr.     Mitchell-Thomson ;      A,     Mr. 
Lloyd-George,    Mar.    23,    1048. 

Belhaven  and  Stenton,  Lord 

Land  Values  (Scotland)  Bill,  2b.,  Mar,  26, 
1499. 

Bellairs,  Mr.  C.  [Lynn  Regis] 

Cordite  containing  Mercuric  Chloride,  Deci- 
sion as  to.  Mar.  26,  1559,  1560. 

Kynoch,  Messrs.,  Penalty  on.  Mar.  16, 
193,  194;    Mar.  26,  1566. 

Explosion  at  Pembroke — Cause  of  Delay 
of  Report,  Mar.  16,   194. 

Marines,   Royal — Proportion     Afloat    and 
Ashore,  Mar.  23,  1065,  1066. 

Navy 

Channel  Fleet — Strength  on  11th 
Inst.  Mar.  17,  406. 

Cordite,  Defective  —  Anioimt  de- 
stroyed in  1907,  Mar.  19,  768,  769  ; 
Mar.    26,    1556. 

\c(yrU. 


Bel-Birl 


Ballairf,  Mr.  G,-ront. 

Navy    rmU, 

DorlcH  (rapablo  of  taking  Ships  of 
"  Droafinought  "  Type,  Provision 
of.  Mar.  19,  803-806. 

lif^frigoraiing  Machinery  in  Ships* 
Magazines,  Cost  of  Fitting,  Mar. 
10,  178;    Mar.  19,  764. 

R()H3rth 

Policy  as  to,  Mar.  19,  806-808. 

Water    Supply  Scheme— Admir- 
alty liability,  Mar.  19,  769. 

ToriMxlot^s 

Now    Heater    Type,    Advantage 
of.   Mar.   17,  398. 

Onlera  for,   Mar.   17,  399. 

Works.  Exi)cnditur»  on,  Mar.  19, 
19,    801.    802.  ^sj; 

Belloc  Mr.,  H.  V.  P.  E.  [Salford,  s.] 

Olonahiory  Explosion — Report  of  District 
Ins|HH»tor  Preston,  Mar.  25,  1417. 

N'atnl— Trial  of  Diniiulu,  Mar.  19,  774. 

Helper,  Lord 

Munioiivjil  Ri^pre^ntation  Bill,  Com.,  Mar. 
16.   107.   108. 

Small  HoUinss  and  Allotments  Bill,  2b., 
AftiK  ;.\  34+. 

Beun.  Sir  J,  W.  [iVvonport] 

T^^rp^io  Bi>at  9(>,  Awards  for  Raising  of, 
JTitr.  iff,  UU. 
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T.    H.  D.  [Warwick    and 


Benidge,    Kr. 
IwMinungfoii] 

liquor  TmAW  OomprasatkiD — Amount  of 
Aumial  LfTT,   Mar.  U.   1189. 

BethdL  Hr.  T.  R.  ;E«*3c  Maldonl 

Hi'vNrxice  Pw4aI  Fiu*:l:iie*.  Mar.  19,  753. 

BetlielL  Sir  J.  H.  I^^^ifx.  Rcwtoid] 

Arr:;y     AsN%>un5*     IVpartz&eat.    Chazues 
.  ,Q:<er,:v,*wvi  in.   Msr,  2T.  40± 

Bet^Al  Qr^a 
BexkiU 


iV.-Wl."!- 

Su^ 

>i^- 
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^^■c-tX* 

VfJiJer*    Ts-i-i,     nT«vrr-in.-7 

7.Tr 

M  -^ 

X»JT-ni.   Xir   r". 

«»L 

Small  Holdings,  notice  as  to. 

Q.     Mr.  L.  Lever ;  A.     Mr.  7  2E  li?' 
Mar.  18;  674. 


Birrell,  Et.  Hwk  A.— C»*ff 

/reZa»i  [Bristol,.  N.] 
Administration,  cost  of,  etc.,  Jf  ar  iV..  jf 

1688. 
Agricultural  Department 

Constitution  and  WaAmz^  j^^isur 
Proposals  for  amfrvr^r-  JTr 
922. 
Co-operative    Trading    SaciMUrt  i^ 
sidised  by,  Mmr.  ULpM 

Ballinaraw— Caae  of  B.  F*;-.  Jf v'  15..  21 

Ballyquaide  Glebe— Grant  «»  Kr  3:  ?*t 
son,  proposed,  Mmr.  IC  IT^ 

Ballyshannon  Constdbnkiy  SKzm;^  . 

commodation  in  Mmr.  £S-  ^tSk 
Barry  Kstate— Case  of  T.  CDonnria.  if 

26,  1555. 
Blacker— Dooglfts  EstaseUasBuaife^lK 

disposal  of.  Mmr.  iSL  m-t^ 

Blake-Foster  Bstste    Cun  €i  Kr   >?!h 
gan.  Mar.  id,  1««. 

Blennerfaasset  Estate— GwesfT  O'Tam 
Mar.  25,  1425l 

Blosse    Estates,    Sdb    «<  — Frves 
negotiations,  Mmr.  iJL  4M. 

Caddy  School  BrectHn— wnw    k  nu 
Mar.  IS,  54€l 

Caldbeck  Estate 

BalUfoHa  lUk^EL  Sa^b  «.  JE^r 
]  17«L 

Sale  FrapoaaK  JTar.  JC  HK. 
Carroroill] 
765. 

Catde-dririnc— Chbs  1 

Mmr.  iSTs:*^ 
Gavan 

Evkted      To 

jr«L  jsL  XI 

[4£.JE« 
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Slrrell,  St.  Hon.  A.-^on^ 

Cork  Evicted  Tenants — Progress  made  with 
Reinstatements,  Mar.  23,  1101. 

Crag^  and  Ardcrone  Farms — Catt'e  drive 
on  8th  inst..  Mar.  IS,  689. 

Crimes  Act.  re-imposition  of,  proposedt 
Mar.  17, 478, 479. 

Criminal  Prosecutions,  Supplementary  Vote 
for.  Mar.  17,  479-481. 

Crosbie  Estate  Untenanted  Lands,  Sale  of 
Mar.  26,  1546. 

Crown  Jewels,  loss  of,  Mar.  19,  792. 

Bate  of  Dismissal  of  Sir  A.   Vicars, 
Mar.  27,  1706. 
lelmege    Estat-  — Sale   of  Mount   Henry, 
Mar.  26,  1540. 

Dysart  Land  Purchase— Petition  as  to, 
Mar,  16, 175. 

Education 

Confidential  Reports,  Regulations  as 
to.  Mar.  20,  926. 

Grants,  Increase  in.  Mar.  23,  1 100. 

Inspection,  Notice  of.  Mar.  20,  925. 

Intermediate    Examination    Papers, 
Standard  of.  Mar.  18,  579. 

Medical  Inspection  of  Children,  Pro- 
vision for,  Mar,  25,  1429. 

National  School  Teachers. 

Inner-Grade  Teachers,  Grievances 
of,  Mar.  16,  174. 

Pension  System,  Mar.  16,  174. 

Policy  as  to.  Mar.  26,  1685-1687. 

Union  Jack — Hoisting  over  Schools, 
Mar,  18,  589.  590;  Mar.  24, 
1224,  1226. 

Evicted  Tenants  Act — Date  of  Presenting 
Report  of  Operations,  Mar,  18,  588. 

l^heries 

EIncouragement  of,  Mar.  19,  790, 
791. 

Irish  Supply  of  Fish,  Regulation  of. 
Mar,  18,  581. 

Gascoigne  Estate 

Evictions,  Police  Action  in.  Mar, 
24,  1227. 

Sale  Proposals,  Mar,  24,  1228. 
Glenahiery  Explosion 

Jenning's  County  Insjiector.  Reports 
of.  Mar.  25,  1421. 

Report  of  District  Inspector  Preston, 
Mar.  25.  1419,  1420. 

Harlech  Estate — Acquisition  of  Leitrim 
Hill  Farm,  Mar.  25.  1428. 

*    Hayes     Estate — Case     of     P.     Hannigan, 
Mar.  17,  417. 
Headford    Police    Force,    Reason    for    In- 
creasing. Mar.  13.  8. 

Hegarty  Estate,  Purchase  of.  Mar.  25, 
1414. 
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Hely  Estate — Case  of  J.   Brennan,   Mnr, 
16,  208. 

Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  (Ireland) 

BiU,  2r,  Mar,  20,  976-983,  986,  988. 
Hudson  Estate — Cases  of  Evicted  Tenants, 

Mar.  25,  1426. 
Irish     Language — Teaching     in     Schools* 

Mar,  18,  587. 
Irvine   Estate — Case   of  J.    F.   McQuade, 

Mar,  23,  1063. 
Kilmalogue — Marriage  of  Sergeant  Molloy, 

Mar,  18,  580. 
Knockanure     Evicted     Farms,     Purchase 

of.  Mar,  19,  767. 
Labourers   Act,   Working  of  and  Cost  of 

administering.  Mar,  26,  1680. 
Lackanagoneeny    Estate    Sale    Proposals, 
Mar,  19,  792. 

Creeves    Lands,    Inclusion    of.    Mar. 
26,  1541. 
Lambert   Minors   Estate — Sale    Proposals, 

Mar.  18,  547. 
Land  Commission,  Inspectors,  Duties  and 

Pay  of.  Mar,  26,  1681. 

Land  Purchase 

Originating    Requests    under   Section 

3  of  Act  of  1903,  Mar.  25,  1426. 
Sub-Division    of    Holdings,    Applica- 
tions for.  Mar.  19,  765. 
Law  and  Justice  in  Ireland,  Administra* 

tion  of.  Mar.  17,  478. 
Leader  Estate,   Untenanted  Lands,   Pur- 
chase of.  Mar.  25,  1414. 

Leahy  Estate,  Sale  of.  Mar.  27,  1710. 

Terms  of  Purchase,  Mar.  25,  1430. 

Letterkenny  Labourers*  Cottages  Scheme 
—Cause  of  Delay,  Mar,  23,  1101. 

Long,  Rev.  T.,  Pension  Claims  of.  Mar. 

18,  582. 
Marshall  Estate 

Sale  of.  Mar.  24,  1226. 

Valuation  of.  Mar.  18,  586. 
Maynooth  College 

Lay  Catholics  educated  at,  Mar,  27, 
1709. 

Students  eligible  for.  Mar.  19,  791. 
Mountmellick     Petty     Sessions— Case     of 

M.  Gaffney,  Mar.  24,  1226. 
Mulcair    Estate,    Purchase    of,    proposed, 

Mar.  17,  418. 

Neville  Estate— Case  of  E.  Smith,  Mnr. 
13,  8. 

New  Ross  Urban  District  Council  Resolu- 
tions, Mar.  23,  1100. 

Nolan-Ferrall  Estate— Sale  of  Rockfield 
Portion,  Mar.  20,  927. 

Nurses,  Training  of— Requirements  of 
Local  Government  Board,  Mar.  17, 
401. 
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Oliver  Estate — Case  of  T.  H&zman,  Mar. 

19,  757. 
Orpen  Estate— Case  of  Mrs.  £.  O'Shaugh- 

nessy,  Mar,  25,  1398. 

Portarlington — Schools  in  Circuit  with 
reduced  Proficiency  Mark,  Mar,  20, 
925. 

Roman  Catholic  Univeraity — Legislative 
Proposals,  Mar.  18,  588. 

Scariff  Labourers'  Cottages  Scheme,  In- 
quiry into.  Mar.  23,  1099. 

Stubber  Estate,  Sale  of,  Mar,  23,  1063. 

Ventry  Estate,  Delay  in  Sale  of.  Mar,  18, 
634. 

Waller  Estate—Case  of  Mrs.  Scully,  Mar, 
26, 1640. 

Births 

Scotland— Report  Presented,  Mar.  27, 1703. 

Blac'c  Scab 

Measures  taken  to  Check. 
Os.     Mr.    L.    Hardy,    Mar.     16,    266; 
Mr.  J.  A.  Pease,  269. 

Blacker-Douglas  Estate 

Untenanted  Land,  Disposal  of. 

Q.     Mr.  Flavin ;    A.     Mr.  Birrell,  Mar. 
19,  766. 

Blake-Foster  Estate 

Case  of  Mr.  OTlanagan. 

Q.     Mr.  DuflFy;    A.    Mr.  Birrell,  Mar. 
16,  177. 

Blaydou  and  Syton  Water  (Transfer) 
BiU 

c.  Rep.*  Mar.  19,  751. 


Blennehasset  Estate 

Case  of  T.  O'Connor. 
Q.     Mr.  T.  O^Donnell ;  A. 
Mar.  25,  1426. 


Mr.  Birrell, 


Blofield 

CaseofF.  W.  Brown. 

Q.   Mr.  George  Roberts ;   A.  Mr.  Burns, 
Mar.  17,  416. 

Blosse  Estate 

Sale  of — Progress  of  Negotiations. 

Os.     Mr.    C.    OKelly,    Mar,    18,    653; 
Mr.  Birrell,  654. 

Boland,  Mr.  J.  P.  [Kerry,  S.1 

Danish  Bacon  and  Lard — Case  of  Alexander 
Polsen,  Mar.  23,  1083;  Mar.  26, 
1569,  1670. 

Leahy  Estate,  Sale  of.  Mar.  27,  1709. 

Terms  of  Purchase,  Mar.  25,  1429. 

Warden  Estate  I'n tenanted  Farms,  Ac- 
quisition of.  Mar.  26,  1588. 


Borough  Councils  Bill 

c  iB.*  Mar.  23,  1103. 

Bottomlej,  Mr.  H.  W.  [Hackney.  S.] 

Business  of  the  House,  Course  of,  Mar. 
19,  795. 

Ecclesiastical  Commissioners,  LicenFed 
Premises  on  Property  of.  Mar.  18, 
674 

Hilsea—"  Coach     and     Horses"     Public- 
House,     Sale     of.     Mar.     18,    560 
Mar.  23,  1074. 

Liquor  Traffic— Offences  by  Lioensed  Vic- 
tuallers in  1907,  Mar,  19,  776. 

Parliamentary  Procedure — ^Reception  of 
Now  Members,  Mar  25. 1433. 

Taxes,  Suggestions  for  Imposition  of.  Mar. 
19,  794. 

Boulton,  Mr.  A.  C.  F.  [Hunts,  Ramsey] 
Small  Holdings  Loans,  Conditions  of  Grant- 
ing, Mar,  23, 1064. 

Bowerman,  Hr.  C.  W.  [Deptford] 

Aldemey  Foreign  Animals  Wharf ''•nd 
Abattoir  Scheme,  Board  of  Agrionltuie 
Decision  as  to.  Mar.  16,  242. 

Army — Recruitinq  for  Scottish  Horse,  ifor. 

23,  1071,  1072. 
Cabs  at  Clapham  Junction  and  Wimbledon 

Stations,   Petitions   as  to.   Mar,  2S, 

1081. 

Cattle  Importation  Restrictions — ^Effect  on 
Deptford  Cattle  Market,  Mwr.  16, 141, 
142. 

Cheap  Trains  Act  1883 — ^Amendment  Pro- 
posals, Mar.  23,  1082. 

Bowles,  Hr.  O.  8.  [Lambeth,  N.] 

Territorial    Force — Expert    Opinioa  of 
Scheme,  Mar.  23,  1074. 

Braee,  Mr.  W.  [Glamorgan,  8.] 

Unemployed  Workmen  Bill,  2b.,  Mat.  11 
49-64. 

Brancll,  Hr.  J.  [Middlesex,  Enfield] 
Enfield  Lock 

Apprentices,  Employment  of,  M».  1^ 
667. 

Case  of  J.  West,  Mar.  25, 1411 
Brazil 

Battleships  Building  for. 
Q,  Mr.  Nield  ;  A.  Mr.  Lunbert,  Mar.  iS, 
1066. 

Breaches  of  Bye-laws  Bill 

c.  2r.,  Mar,  20,  989. 


Brereton  Colliery  Disaster 

Recovery  of  Bodies,  Measures  for, 
Q8.  Mr.  Albert  Stanley;  Am.  I 
stone.  Mar.  18.  570l 
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iridgeman,     Xr.    W.    C.    [Shn^Mdare, 
Osweatry] 

Africa,  Central — Native  Labour  Recruit- 
ment Begulationi»  Jfar.  IS,  669. 

Army  Territorial  Force 

Attestation    (revised)    form — Applica- 
tion of  Army  Act,  Mar,  16,  180. 

Penalties  in  respect   to   Enlistments 
Prescribed  by  Act,  Mar,  16, 180. 

Business  of  the  House — Placing  Pro- 
gramme in  conspicuous  Place,  pro- 
posed. Mar.  16,  203. 

Butter,  Milk-blended—Objections  to  Regis- 
tration of  "  Peark's  Own,"  Mar,  16, 
270. 

Science  and  Technolo^,  Imperial  Ck)llege 
of,  Estimate  for.  Mar.  18,  72" 

Small  Holdings 

Grant  of  £100,000,  Allocation  of.  Mar. 
17,  426,  427. 

Working  of  Act,  Mar.  16,  294,  295. 

ITorkshire,  West  Riding,  School  Accom- 
modation, Mar,  25,  1409. 

bright,  Xr.  J.  A.  [Oldham] 

Indian  Army — Facilities  for  Presbyterian 
Service  at  Jullnndur,  Mar,  18,  662. 

Telephone  Service — Charge  for  Extension 
of  Time  for  Speaking,  Mar,  23,  1067. 

Mtiih  Ckilnmbia 

Indian  Immigrants,  Application  of    Natal 
Act  to. 

Q,  Mr.  0*Grady ;   A.  Mr.  Churchill, 
H    ^ar,  18,  669. 

Qs,     Mr.     Wedgwood ;      As,     Mr. 
Churchill,  Mar,  23,  1060,  Mar. 
25  1404. 
<?,  Sir  C.  Dilke  ;  A,m,  Morley,  Mar. 
24,  1206 ;    Mar.  25,  1404. 

Kritifk  Indians 

Treatment  of  in  the  Transvaal. 
Os,  Mr.  B.  Law,  Mar.  23,  1131. 

iriton  Perry  Urban  District  Council  Bill 

/.  IUp.*JMar.  16,  101. 
3b.*  Mar.  23,  993. 
c  iB.*  Mar.  24,  1185. 

IrodiC;  Mr.  H.  C.  [Surrey,  Keigate] 

Post  Office,  Regulations  as  to  Political 
Organisations,  Mar.   16,  315. 

]    Yeomanry  Rifle — Date  of  Issue,  Mar.  18, 
556. 

romley  and  Grays  Gas  Bill 

c  B»p.*  Mar.  23,   1047. 

ronghty  Ferry 

Post  Office— Case  of  Slidder 

Q.     Mr.     James     O'Connor;     A.     Mr. 
Buxton,  Mar.  24,  1194. 

mssels  Carpets 

British  Manufacture  of. 

Q.    Mr.  Smeaton  ;  A.  Mr.  Lloyd- George, 
Mar.  18,  572. 


Brussels  International  Conference 

Scope  of 

e*    Sir  C.  Dilke  ;  A.  Sir  E.  Grey,  Mar. 
20,  922. 

Bryce,  Hr.  J.  A*  [InvenessBnrghs] 

Congested  Districts  Board — Funds  avail- 
able for  Purchase  of  Estates,  Mar.  18, 
640. 
Indian  Army  Churches,  Use  of,  by  Presby- 
terians, etc.,  Mar.  24,  1201,  1202. 

Buchanan!  Mr.  T.  B.— -^»wa»cia/  Secretary 
to  the  War  Office  [Perthshire,  E.] 

Ordnance  Department  Writers,  Pay  of. 
Mar.  23,  1051. 

Budget 

Introduction,  Proposals  foi. 

Q.    Mr.  Courthope;    A.      Mr.  Asquith, 
Mar.  19,  796. 

Bull,  Sir  W.  J.  [Hammersmith] 

Russia — Arrest  of  Mr.  Luxenburg,  Mar, 
23,  1078. 

Burford 

Grammar  School,  Religious  Instruction  in. 
Qs,     Sir    W.     Anson;     Aa,     Mr. 
McKenna,  Mar,  25,  1411. 

Bumfoot 

Petty  Sessions — Prosecution  for  Cruelty  in 
Landing  Cattle. 
Q.     Mr.    Sloan;    A,     Mr.    T.    W. 
Russell,  Mar,  26,  1662. 

Bums,  Bt.  Hon.  J.—PreMetU  of  the  Locol 
Oovemment  Board  [Battersea] 

Altham  Church  Rates,  Demand  Note 
for  Payment  of,  ifar.  23,  1084. 

Blofield— Case  of  F.  W.  Brown,  Mar,  17, 
416. 

Company  Franchise  Rights — Legislation 
proposed.  Mar,  19,  11%, 

"^       Danish  Bacon  and  Lard — Case  of  Alex- 
p  ander  Polsen,  Mar.  23,  1083. 

Housing  Bill,  Proposals  as  to.  Mar.  16, 
196 ;  Mar.  23,  1083,  1084. 

Infantile  Ophthalmia,  Procedure  in  Cases 
of,  Mar.  17,  416, 

Labour  Colonies 

Accounts,    Information    as    to,    Mar. 

18,  553,  554. 

Funds — Source    of    Derivation,    Mar. 

19,  779. 

Value    of    Improvements,    Mar.    23, 
1060,  1085. 

London  Paving  Expenses  Bill,  Object  of, 
Mar.  13,  5. 

Markets  in  Rural  Districts,  Control  of — 
Legislative  Proposals,  Mar.  16,  197, 
198. 

Motors — Proposals  for  Legislation,  Mar- 
23,  1085. 
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Public  Health  Act,  1907. 

Applications  for  Orders  imdi&r,  Mar. 
20,  923. 

Order  for  Seaside  and  Health  Resorts, 
Issue  of,  Mar,  26,  1651. 

Rating  of  Agricultural  District — Statistics 
(1899,  1900  and  1906-7),  Mar.  16,  196. 

Road  Repair  in  Rural  Districts,  Necessity 

for,  Mar.  16,  197. 
Small     Holdings     Loans,    Conditions     of 

Granting,  Mar.  23.  1085. 

Somers  Town — Re-housing  Proposals  of 
Midland  Railway  Company,  Mar.  25, 
1407,  1408. 

Traction  Engines — Regulation  of  Traffic 
on  Roads,  Mar.  19,  778. 

Unemployed  Grant,  Proposals  for,  Mar.  23, 
1085. 

Unemployed  Workmwi  Bill,  2b.,  Mar.  13, 

65-76. 
West  Ham  Workhouse  Officials,  Medical 

Attendance  for.  Mar.  20,  926. 

Bury  and  District  Joint  Water  Board 
BiU 

c.  Rev*  Mar.  19,  761. 
Con.*  Mar.  25,  1394. 

Business  of  the  House 

Course  of. 

Os.  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Mr.  Asquith 
Mar.  18,  591  ;  Mr.  A.  Douclas,  Mr. 
Asquith,  Mr.  Bottomley,  Mar.  19, 
795  ;  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Mr  Asquith 
Mar.  26,  1595. 

Placing  Programme  in  Conspicuous  place, 
proposed. 
Q.     Mr.    Bridgeman ;     A.     Mr.    G. 
Whiteley,  Mar.  16,  203. 

Sessional  Arrangements. 

Q.  Mr.  E.  Cecil;  A.  IMr.  Asquith. 
Mar.  19,  795. 

Buxton,  Bt.  Hon.  S.  C. — Poatmaster-General 

[Tower  Hamlets,  Poplar] 
Auxiliary  Labour,  Proposals    for  limiting. 

Mar.  24,  1193. 
Belfast  Telegraph  Delays,  Cause  of.  Mar. 

23,  1102;   Mar.  26,  1540. 

Bethnal   Green — Case   of  three   Postmen, 
Mar.  23,  1088,  1089. 

Bexhiil  Postal  Telegraphists,  Pay  of.  Mar. 
27,  1704. 

Broughty    Ferry — Case    of   Slidder,    Mar. 

24,  1194. 
Canadian     Magazine     Post,     Success     of. 

Mar.  23,  J086,  1087. 
Cheltenham  Cycle  Cleaner,  Pay  of.  Mar.  18, 
573. 

Chief  Medical  Officer,  Duties  and  Salary 
of.  Mar.  18,  662. 

Circulation  Office,  Overtime  Pay  in,  Mar. 
23,  1087,  1088. 
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Consolidated  Fund  (No.  1)  Bill,  3r,,  Mar, 

25,  1484. 
Dallas  Postal  FaeiLties,  Mcr  24, 1215. 
Duncormack   Postal   Telegraph   Facilities, 

Mar.  16,  208. 
Falkirk  Postal  Telegraphists,  Pay  of.  Mar 

16,  198. 
Heybridge  Postal  Facilities,  Mar.  19,  753^ 

Hobhouse    Committee,   Delay  in  carrying 

out   Recommendations   of.    Mar.   18, 

657,  662,  663,  713. 
Kingstown    Harbour,    Correspondence  as 

to   calling  of  Steamer  at.   Mar.    16, 

209. 
Lodgers'  Letters,  Redirection  of.  Mar.  26, 

1541. 

Mail  Service. 

France  and  Italy,  Payments  to,  for 

Conveyance    of  MaUs,    Mar.  23, 

1058. 
Hong  Kong  Service,   Revenue  from, 

Mar.  16,  199. 

Indian  Time-t«ble,  Revision  of,  Mar. 
24,  1215. 
Newspaper  Rates  to  Newfoundland,  Mar. 

26,  1570. 

Night  Duty,  Revision  of.  Mar.  23, 1088. 

Overseers — Hobhouse  Committee  Recom- 
mendations, Mar.  J8f  663. 

Penny  Post  with  France,  proposed,  Mtff. 

24,  1216. 
Political  Associations,  Regulations  as  to, 

Mar.  13,  6;    Mar.  16,  198,  304-311, 

318  ;    Mar.  23,  1086 ;    Mar.  25, 1484. 
Postal   Rate   to   Morocco*   Rednctioii  oU 

Mar.  26,  1670. 
Postinasters 

Irish  Sub-Postmasters,  Pay  of,  Ma^' 

24,  1228,  1229. 
Sub-postmasters,     ImproTement     i^ 
Position  of,  proposed.  Mar.  1^ 
663. 
Postmen,  Rural,  Work  required  of,  Mar^ 

16,  162. 
Saltcoats  Post  Office,  Site  for.  Mar.  23  ' 

1060. 
Sanitsiryand  Constructional  Improvements^ 

Policy  as  to.  Mar.  18, 662. 
Savings    Bank,    Second    Division    Clerks^ 
Salaries  of.  Mar.  23,  1059. 

Scottish  Mail  Arrangements — ^Measures  fo£ 
Ensuring  Punctuality,  Mar,  19, 752. 

Seaham  Harbour  Postol  Facilitiea,  Mar.  26, 
1551. 

Sites,  Increase  in  Estimate  for.  Mar.  18, 
712. 

Sorting  Staff  in  London,  Forms  supplied  to. 
Mar.  26,  1661. 

Split  turns  of  Duty,  etc.,  Broposals  as  to. 
Mar.  23,  10619. 
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JSub-Engineers — Hobhouse  Committee  Re- 
commendations»  Mar,  18,  662,  663. 

Telegraph  Service 

Cable  StaflF,  Allowance  to,   Mar.   24. 
1214. 

Overseers,   Circular   as   to,    Mar.    26, 
1542. 

Supplementary    Estimate,    Mar.    18, 
712. 

Technical     Increment,     Telegraphists 
earning.  Mar.  16,  173. 
Telephone  Service 

Extension    of    Time    for    Speaking, 
Charge  for.  Mar.  23,  1057. 

Male   Clerical   Staff,    Decision   as   to. 
Mar.  27,  1704. 

Travelling  Offices  on  Irish  Railways,  Heat- 
ing of,  etc..  Mar.  26,  1550. 

Treasury  Control,  Objections  to.  Mar.  18, 
661. 

Unestablished  Men,  Sick  Pay  of,  Mar.  25, 
1397. 

Works  Board,  Relations  with.  Mar.  18, 661, 
662. 

mzton  Charity  Bill 

c.  iR.*  Mar.  19,  797. 

Nitiier  Estate 

Outrage  at  Moroney*s  House 
Q,     Capt.  Craig;   A.     Mr.  Cherry,  Mar, 
26,  1587. 

Butter 

Margarine  sold  as.  Allegations  as  to. 
Os.    Mr.  Power,  Mar-  16,  267. 

Milk-blended — Objections  to  Registration 
of  "  Peark's  Own." 
Os.  Mr.  0*Shaughnessy,  Mar. 
16,  264,  268;  Mr.  J.  A. 
Pease,  268;  Mr.  Bridge- 
man,  270  ;  Mr.  C.  Warner, 
270 ;    Mr.  Barrie,  270-272. 

Names  approved  by  Board  of  Agriculture. 

Oa.     Mr.   L.   Hardy,   Mar.   17, 

421  ;   Mr.  J.  A.  Pease,  428. 

lylet,  Mr.  W.  P.  [Saiford,N.] 

Crimes  Act,  re-imposition  of,  in  Ireland, 
proposed.  Mar.  17,  482. 

Criminal  Prosecutions,  Ireland,  Supple- 
mentary Vote  for,  Mar.  17.  482. 

House  of  Commons  Accommodation  for 
Foreign  and  Colonial  Press,  Represen- 
tatives, Mar.  24,  1321-1323. 

Japanese  Operations  in  Formosa,  Mar.  24, 

1210. 
Sugar  Dutv,  Representations  as  to.  Mar. 

24,  1230. 
Zoological   Gardens   Extension — Terms  of 
,    Granting  Land,  Mar.  19.  785. 
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Cabs 

Clapham      Junction      and       Wimbledon 
Stations,  Petitions  as  to  opening  of. 
Q.     Mr.  Bowerman  ;   A.     Mr.  Glad- 
stone, Mar.  23,  1081. 

Railway  Stations  remaining  closed. 
Q.     Mr.  Hay  ;  A.     Mr.  Gladstone,  Mar. 
26,  1667. 

Caddy 

School  Erection — Cause  of  Delay. 

Q.    ]Mr.   Sloan ;    ^.     Mr.   Birrell,.  Mar. 
18,  546. 

Cadet  Corps 

OflScers — Elegibility  for  Commissions  in 
Territorial  Force. 

Q.     Earl  Winterton  ;   A.     Mr.  Hal- 
dane.  Mar.  23,  1068. 

Caldbeck  Estate 

Ballacolla  Village,  Sale  of 
Q.     Mr.  Delany ;   A.     Mr.  Birrell,  Mar. 
16,  176. 

Sale  Proposals. 

Q.     Mr.  Delany ;   A.     Mr.  Birrell,  Mar. 
16,  176. 

Calendar  Seform  Bill 

c.  iB.*  Mar.  16,  210. 

Camberwell  (Peckham) 

ParliamentaryjElection-^New  Writ  issued. 
Mar.  16,  155. 
New  Member  sworn,  Mar.  25,  1433. 

Camberwell  and  other  Metropolitan 
Borough  Councils  (Superannuation) 
Bill 

/.     Rep.*  Mar.  19,  733. 
3r.*  Mar.  26,  1493. 

Camborne  Water  Bill 

c.  2r.*  Mar.  23,  1047. 

Cambrian  Eailways  Bill 

/.  IR*  Mar.  26,  1493. 

Campbell,  Et.   Hon.   J.  H.  M.  [Dublin, 

University] 
Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  (Ireland) 
Bill,  2r.,  Mar.  20,  986 

Camperdown,  Earl  of 

Vatersay,  Island  of — Correspondence  be- 
tween Lady  Cathcart  and  Secretary 
for  Scotland— Date  of  Tabling,  Mar. 
16,  119. 

Canada 

[See  also  Names  of  SfaUs.] 

Rifle  Used  by  Forces,  Place  of  Origin  of. 
Q.     Mr.   Goulding;     A.    Mr.   Haldane, 
Mar.  23,  1071. 
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Canals  and  Waterwayi 

Scottish  Canals,  Consideration  of,  by  Com- 
mission. 

Qs.  Mr.  Pirie,  Major  Anstruther- 
Gray  ;  As.  Mr.  Asquith,  Mar. 
24,    1220. 

Canterbury,  Arehbiikop  of 

Sunday  Closing  (Shops)  Bill,  2r.,  Mar.  17, 
332-336. 

Carr-Gomm,  Mr.  H.  W.  [Soathwark,  Rother- 
hithe] 

Moneylenders 

Actions   Brought  by,   in   1907,    Mar. 

27,   1704. 
Licensing  of  Women  Lenders — Gains- 

ford  Street  Case,  Mar.  26,  1676. 

Carlisle,  Mr.  E.  H.  [Herf.,  St.  Albans] 

Army  (Annual)  Bill,  Com.,  Mar.  f5, 
146&-1470,  14S2. 

Barwiok-in-£lmet,  School  Accommodation, 
Mar.  19  782,  783. 

Congested  Districts  Board,  Work  in  West 
of  Ireland*  Mar.  18,  652,  653. 

Consolidated  Fund  (No.  1)  Bill,  2b.,  Mar. 
23,  1173-1176;  Sb.«  Mar.  25,  I486. 

£duoation.  Board — President,  Absence  of 
during  Discussion  of  Education  Board, 
Mar.  18,  726. 

Housing  of  the  Working  CUsseR  (Ireland) 
Bill,  2r.,  Mar.  2(K  943-945. 

Navy — Torpedoes,  Manufacture,  Transfer 
of  Men  to  Greenock,  Mar.  16,  177,  178. 

New  Hebrides  Native  Labour  Convention, 
Mar.  23,  1174,  1175. 

PMt  Office— Political  Organisations,  Re- 
gulations as  to.  Mar.  25,  1485. 

Science  and  Technology*  Imperial  College 
of.  Estimate  for,  Liformation  as  to. 
Mar.  18,  725. 

Swarsea  Education  Dispute — Reply  to 
Local  Authorities,  Mar.  23,  1091. 

Transvaal — Cliinese  Labour,  Policy  of 
His  Majesty *8  Government,  Mar.  25, 
1174-1176. 

Yeomanry  Officers — Facilities  for  Attend- 
ing Cavalry  Course.  Mar.  16,  180. 

Yorkshire.  West  Riding — School  Places 
Sanctioned,  Mar,  19,  781,  782. 

Carrington,  Earl  9t—^*residefU  of  the  Board 
cj  Affncuiture 

Agricultural  Holdings  Bill,  2b.,  Mar.  17, 
342. 

Foiider — ImiK»rtation  of  Hay  and  Straw 
Dangen^  of  Infection  from.  Mar.  26, 
1536- 

Small  Holdings 

Exivrimental  Small  Holdings,  Granta 
for.  Mar.  16,  110. 

Rent  to  be  Fixeil  to  Recoup  Purchase 
Monev — Position  of  County  Coun- 
cil, j/:r.  ^6.  1534,  1536- 
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Carring^n,  Earl  of— eo»<. 

Small  Holdings  and  Allotments  Bill,  2&., 
Mar.  17,  344. 

Carrocuill  Estate 

Sale  Proposals. 

g.   Mr.  James  O'Kelly  ;   A.  Mr.  Birrell, 
Mar.  19,  765. 

Cattle  Xorton 

Schoolroom,  Use  of,  for  Political  Meeting 
Qa.    Mr.  Essex,  Viscount  Helmsley ;  As. 
Mr.  McKenna,  Mar.  26,  1571. 

Castlereagli,  Lord  [Maidstone] 

Administration  of  Ireland,  Cost  of,  etc., 
Mar.  26,  1667-1670. 

Army  Interpreters — ^Eligibility  of  Auxili- 
ary Force  Officers  for  Grant,  Mar. 
17,  406. 

Army  (Annual)  Bill,  Com.,  Mar.  25,  U62* 
1463,  1482. 

Coal  Mines  (Eight  Hours)  Bill — ReproBen- 
tations  received.   Mar.  24,   1211. 

Education    Policy   in   Ireland,   Mar.  26, 

1669. 
Navy 

Battle  Practice 

Channel  Fleet,    Time    taken  by, 

Mar.    24,    1197. 
"  Dreadnought "  Firing  by.  Mar, 

24,    1197,    1198. 
Return,  Form  of.  Date  of  Ivmngi 
Mar.    17,    405;       Mar.  24, 
1190,    1198. 

Trial  Shots  fired  at  Target,  Msf- 

24,    1197. 
Qunnery  Improvement,  MeasnrM 

for.  Mar.  24,  1198. 

''Hannibal."  BatOe  Pr^tice  o^  Mar- 
17,   406. 

CatUe 

Diseases  [For  PartieiMlar  Diaeast*  aee  \in^ 

Namta,  a»  Glanders,  efe.J 

Importation  Restrictions — ^Effect  on  Bept* 

ford  Cattle  Market,  etc. 

09.    Mr.  Bowerman,  Mar.  16,  H^ 

142  ;    BIr.  A.  Smith,  243;  Mr, 

Watt,  248;     Sir  F.  Bsabory. 

253 ;    Mr.  J.  A.  Ptase,  287. 

Pedigree  Stoek  exported  to  the  AimbI 
Inquiry  into  Qaanntine  Ragiuati 
proposed. 
Oa.    Mr.  Conrthope,  Mar.  16, 
229;     Mr.  J.  A.  Fsase, 
Mr.    Everett,   24& 

Tuberculin  Test,  Effsrt  of  Sm  ¥< 
Qs.    Mr.  Courthope,  Mr.  Ln] 
Mr.  J.  A.  PtoMO,  Mar. 

Cayan 

Evicted  Tenant»— Rmstotenents 
Q,    Mr.  V.  Kennedy;    A.  Mr. 
Mar.  ISr  SN. 
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Magistrates,   Appointment  of. 

Q.    Mr.  V.  Kennedy;    A.    Mr.  BirreU 
Mar.  18,  678. 

iwdor,  Xarl 

Coastguard,  Policy  as  to.  Mar,  18,  497, 

408. 
Qreenwich — London  County  Council  Elec- 
tric   Generating    Station,    Mar.    18, 
496. 
Malta  Fever,  Decrease  in,  Mar.  18,  497. 
Navy 

Battleships  of  "  Dreadnought "  Type, 

Relative    Strength    in    of    Great 

Britain   and   Germany,   in    1911, 

Mar.   18,  604,  606,  640. 

Cadets,   Sea  Training   for,    Mar.    18, 

496. 
Estimates,    Reduction   in,    Mar.    18, 

609,  610,  640. 
Guns,  Supply  and  Issue  of.  Policy  as 
to.  Mar.  18,  496. 

Home   Fleet 

Battleships  taking  part  in  Fleet 
exercised  on  9th  March,  Mar. 
18,  601,  641. 
Nucleus   Crew   System,   Working 

of.  Mar.  18,  600. 
Ships  undergoing  Repair  tempor- 
arily attached   to.   Mar.   18, 
600. 
Rosyth,  Policy  as  to,  Mar.,  18,  499. 
Shipbuilding  Programme  1908-9,  Mar. 

18,   505,  606. 
Stores    Supply    of    and    Expenditure 

on,   Mar.   18,   498. 
Torpedo  Boat  Destroyers 

Construction    Policy,     Mar.     18, 

606,  528. 
Return  as  to,  proposed.  Mar.  IS, 

691. 
Strength  in,  compared  with  Ger. 
many  and  France,  Mar.  18, 
507-509,    641. 
Two-Power     Standard,     Maintenance 
of.  Mar.  18,  501-505,  542. 
Swansea    Education    Disputes,   Mar.    23, 
1025-1208. 

CJecil,  Lord  R.  [Marylebone,  E.] 

jixmy — Cordite  containing  Mercuric  Chlor- 
ide, Deciaion<as  to,  Mar.  26,  1560. 

Cattle-driving,   Mar.   17,  473-476. 

Infantile  Ophthalmia,  Procedure  in  Cases 
of.   Mar.    17,  41G. 

Law  and  Justice,  Ireland,  Administration 
of,  Mar.  17  473,  470. 

Private  Members'  Rights— Infringement 
by  Early  Adjournment  on  2oth 
inst.,  Mar.  26,  Io9r>. 

Registration  of  (Mubs  (Ireland)  Bill,  2r., 
Mar.  27,  1737-1740. 
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Cecil,  Lord  'BL—conf. 

Swansea  Education  Dispute — Reply  to 
Letter  of  10th  February,  Mar.  16, 
200. 

Telephone  Service— Male  Clerical  StaflF, 
Decision  as  to.  Mar.  27,  1704. 

Training  Colleges — Religious  Instmction 
provided  by  London  County  Council, 
Mar.  20,  920. 

Cecil,  Hr.  E.  [Aston  Manor] 

Business  of  the  House  for  the  Session, 
Mar.  19,  796. 

Canadian  Magazine  Post,  Success  of.  Mar, 
23,  1086. 

Prosecution  of  Offences  (Amendment)  Bill 
— Expenses  Resolution,  Mar.  26,  1610. 

Transvaal — White  Labour  in  MineSr 
Statistics  as  to.  Mar.  16,  187. 

Chairman  and  Depnty-Chairman— 
Snlings. 

Array  (Annual)  Bill 

Irrelevant    Matter,    Mar.    25,    146T, 
1468. 

New  Clause  involving  Public  Charge^ 
not  in  Order,  Mar.  25,  1478. 

Repetition  in  Debate,  Mar.  25,  1471. 

CJivil  Service  Estimates,  Matter  irrelevant 
to  certain  Votes,  Mar.  16,  248,  262, 
263,  264. 

Chamberlain,  Et.  Hon.  J.  A.  [Worcester- 
shire, £.] 

Education  Grants  in  1907-8  under  New 
Scheme,  Memorandum  as  to.  Mar.  18, 
660. 

Rosyth,  Expediting  Date  of  Completion, 
proposed.  Mar.  19,  811-813. 

Silver  Coinage  for  Colonies  and  Pro- 
tectorates, Expenditiure  in  connection 
with.  Mar.  17,  449,  460. 

Small  Holdings— Grant  of  £100,000,  Alloca- 
tion of.  Mar.  17,  423,  438. 

Chancellor  of  the  Duchy  of  Lancaster— 

Bt.  Hon.  Sir  H.  Fowler. 

Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer— i?^  ffon. 

H.  H.  Asquith. 
Channing,  Sir  F.  A.  [NorthanU,  E.] 

Education — Gardening  Grant,  Number  of 
Scliools  Earning,  Mar.  17.  399,  400. 

Hollesley  Bay  Labour  Colony  Accounts. 
Mnr.  lS,'5r)3,  554. 

Chaplin,  Rt.  Hon.  H.  ['"murrey,  Wimbledon] 
Fodder — Landing  of  *'  Fram  '*  Cargo,  Mar, 
16,  201. 

Foot-and-Mouth  Disease 

Hay  and  Straw  Imported  from  In- 
fected Districts,  Mar.  16,  216- 
223,  259. 
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Chaplin,  Rt.  Hon.  H.— con^ 

Foot-and -Mouth  Disease— ron^. 

Scottish    Outbreak,    Measures    taken 
to  Cope  with,  etc.,  Mar.  16,  214- 
215. 
Small  Holdings 

Grant  of  £100,000,  Allocation  of. 
Mar.  17,  447. 

Land  oflFered  to  County  Councils — 
Lindsey  Case,  Mar.  16,  279-283  ; 
Mar.  17,  447. 

Charities 

[See  Names  of  Counties,  etc.] 
Weir    Charity — Payment    to    Bolingbroke 
Hospital. 

Q.     Sir     H.     Kimber;         A.     Mr. 
Trevelyan,  Mar.  23,  1056. 

Charity  Commission 

Report  Presented,  Mar.  16,  102,  157. 

Cheap  Trains  Act  1883 

Amendment  Proposals. 
Q.     Mr.  Bowerman ;    A.     Mr.  Kearley, 
Mar.  23,  1082. 

Checkweighing 

Reports  as  to  Cement  Works,  etc.,  Pre- 
sented, Mar.  18,  494,  645. 

Cheltenham 

Post  Office  Cycle  Cleaner,  Pay  of. 

Q.     Mr.    T.    F.     Richards;        A.     Mr. 
Buxton.  Mar.  18.  673. 

Cherry,  Rt.  Hon.  B.  "R.— Attorney-General 
for  Ireland  [liverpool.  Exchange] 
Ballingar 

Case  of  P.  Collins,  Mar.  26,  1585. 

Outrage  at  House  of  J.  Minogue, 
Mar.  26,  1686,  1587. 

Belfast     Strike     Riots — Case     of     James 
Larkin,  Mar.  17,  470,  471. 

Butler     Estate — Outrage     at     Moroney's 
House,  Mar.  26,  1588. 

Cattle-Driving   Trials,    Change   of   Venue, 
etc.,  Mar.  17,  470,  471. 

Cootehill    Labourers    Cottages,    Site    for. 
Mar.  26,  1589. 

Criminal  Prosecutions,  Supplementary  Vote 
for.  Mar.  17,  472. 

Derrymore — Outrage  at  P.  Murphy's  House, 
Mar.  26.  1588. 

Dublin — Registration   Forms,    Irregularity 
in  filling  up.   Mar.  25,  1423,  1424. 

Firies — Attack  on  D.  Mojrnihan,  Mar.  26, 

1585. 
(ifvlway — Case]  of    Michael    Mahon,    Mar. 

26,  1590. 

(.i!»»nahiery  Outrage 

Blasting  Powder,  etc..  Police  Know- 
ledge of  Purchase  of,  Mar.  23, 
1098. 
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Cherry,  Rt.  Hon.  R.  B^.—cont. 

Glenahiery  Outrage — cont. 

Jennings,  County  Inspector,  Reports 
of.  Mar,  25,  1422,  1423. 

Preston,  District  Inspector,  Report 
of,  Mar.  25,  1416. 

Reports  by  Police,  Cause  for  Non- 
production  of,  etc..  Mar.  18, 
683,  585,  686. 

Walsh  Case — ^Issue  of  nolU  prosuqu^ 
Mar.  26,  1685. 

Gort — Prosecution  of  Mr.  F.  Persse,  J.  P. 

Pfocedure   in.    Mar,   19,    755;    Mar. 

24,  1190. 
Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  (Ireland) 

Bill,  2b.,  Mar.  20,  988. 

Law  and  Justice,  Administration  of.  Mar. 

17,  468-472. 

Mult3rfamham    Cattle    Drive,    Cause  for, 
Mar.  26,  168'7. 

Ventry    Estate,    Purchase    of.    Mat.  26* 
1589. 

Warden  Estate  Untenanted  Farms,  Acqui- 
sition of.  Mar.  26,  1688. 

Waterford — Case    of    N.    Quinlan,    Mar. 

18,  690. 

Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland— i?'.  ffo^  ^• 

Birrell     ^ 

Children  Bill 

c.  2r.,  Mar.  24,  1261. 

Clause  22,  Interpretation  of. 
Q.     Lord  £.  Talbot ;  A.     Mr.  Gladstone, 
Mar.  16,  192, 

Second  Reading,  Date  of  Taking. 
Q.    Mr.    Sloan;       A.    Mr.    Gladstone, 
Mar.  23,  1081.  ; 

China 

British   Postal   Agencies,   System  of  id- 
ministering. 
Q.    Mr.     H.    Heaton;        A.  Mr. 
ChurchiU,  Mar.  26,  1547. 
Hsinmintun  -  Faknmen  Railway,  Ji^mk* 
Right  to  Veto. 
Q.    Mi.     Lyttelton;    A.     Sir  t 
Grey,  Mar.  24,  1191. 

China  and  Earthenware 

See  Earthenware  and  China. 

Chnrchill,  Et  Hon.  W,  L.  B.-Uni$rSm 
taryfor  the  Colonies  [Manchester  N.W.j 
Africa,  Central 

Chiromo-Blantyre  Railway,  PlropoiJ« 

for  Constructing*  Mar.  23, 1051 
Native  Labour  Reoniitment  Regain 
tions.  Mar.    IS,  S&k 
Africa,  East 

Goanese  and  Indians  ixi  GoTefoac*^ 
Employ,  Mar.  16,  189. 

Land    Ordinance,    Froposab  M  ^ 
Mar.  16,  100. 
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Imrohill,  Rt.  Hon.  W.  L.  B.—cont. 
Afrioa,  East — cont. 

Nairobi  Flogging  locident — Case  of 
Mr.  Burn,  Mar.  16,  185. 

Native  Labour  Recruitment  Regula- 
tions, Mar.  24,  1206,  1207. 
Steamship  Communication  with.  Mar. 
24,  1208, 
British  Columbia — ^Indian  Immigrants,  Ap" 
plication  of  Natal  Act  to.   Mar,  18* 
670  ;  Mar,  23,  1060  ;  Mar.  25,  1404. 
China  British  Postal  Agencies,  System  of 
administering.  Mar.  26^  1547. 

Consolidated  Fund  (No.  1)  Bill,  2r.  Mar. 
23,  1114,  1117-1126,  1129,  1138,  1141, 
1166,1166-1167,  1170. 

Ck>lonies 

Crown  Agents  for  Office  Administra- 
tion, etc. — Proposals  for  Inquiry, 
Mar.  26,  1564. 

Native       Questions,       Self-governing 
Colonies  in  which  reserved.  Mar. 
16,  189. 
ISgba  Country,  Recognition    of    Indepen- 
dence of.  Mar.  16,  184,  185. 
J^amaica 

Excise  Duties  on  Soap  and  Matches, 
Mar.  18,  568. 

Property  Tax  Payable,  Mar.  18, 568. 

Madagascar   Native   Labour   Recruitment 
Proposals,  Mar.  16, 190. 

l^atal 

Cakijana,  Case  of,  Mar.  26,  1563. 

Dinizulu,  Trial  of.  Charge   and    Pro- 
cedure, Mar.  16,  186,  187. 
Answers  to  Mr  Jellicoe's   Letter, 
Mar.  19,  773,  774,  775. 

Jif artial  Law,  Continuance  of.  Mar.  23, 
1076. 

"Native  Affairs  Commission  Report, 
Action  taken  on,  Mar.  24,  1209. 

New  Hebrides  Native  Labour  Convention, 
ifar.^J,  1165,  1166. 

Nigeria — European     Officials,     Sites     for 
Dwellings  of,  Mar.  16,  184. 

Nyassaland    Native   Labour  Recruitment, 
Mar.  16,  183. 

^t.   Helena,    Medical   Attendance  for   In- 
habitants, Mar.  26,  1564. 

Transvaal 

Chinese  Labourers. 

Mortality,  Decrease  in,  Mar.  23, 
1125,1126,1156. 

Policy  of  His  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment, Mar.  23,  1117-1128. 

Re-enactment  of  Ordinance  of 
1904-5 — Charges  against  the 
Government,  Mar.  23,  1114. 
1120,  1124,  1138,  1141,  1170, 

"Repatriations  in  February,  Mar. 
26,  1565. 
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Churcliill,  Et.  Hon.  W. L.  S.— ^o*^- 
Transvaal-— «on^ 

Chinese  Labourers — cont. 

Retention  of,  proposed.  Mar.  25, 
1405. 

Sick  Men  repatriated.  Mar.  25, 
1564,  1565. 

Substitution  Proposals,  31  ar.  16, 
189. 

Mining  Industry 

Abandoned  Claims  in  1906  and 
1907,  Mar.  23,  1077. 

Commission  Report,  Tabling  of. 
Mar.  24,  1206. 

Medical  Inspector,  Appointment 
of.  Mar.  25,  1405. 

Stores— Imports  (1905  and  1907), 
Jtfar.  23.1077. 

Wages  of  Labourers  (1905-7), 
Mar.  23,  1077. 

Native  Labour  in  Mines 

Discharged  Diamond     Mine     La- 
'  bourers   employecl.    Mar.  18, 

569. 

Medical  Inspector,  Appointment 
of.  on  Retrenchment  of  Dr. 
Sanson,  Mar.  16,  188. 

Recruits  from  elsewhere.  Right  of 
Acquisition  of  Land  by,  Mar. 
16,  187. 

Railways  Revenue  (1904-7),  Mar.  23, 
1078. 

Revenue  (1904-7),  Mar.  23,  1078. 
White  Labour  in  Mines,  Statistics  as  to. 
;  Mar.  16,  187. 

I  City  of  Glasgow  BiU 

c.  Rep.*  Mar.  19,  751. 
Con.*  Mar.  24,  nS4. 
3r.*  Mar.  27,  1701. 

Civil  Service 

Assistant  Clerks,  Petition  from. 

Q.  Mr.  Field ;   A.    Mr.  Asquith,  Mar.  17, 
403. 

Boy  Clerks,  Service  Marks  given  to. 

Qa.    Mr.    Watt ;      As.    Mr.    Runciinan, 
Mar.  24,  1218. 
Ex-Soldiers      employed     in,     System     of 
Counting  Pensions. 

Oa.  Earl  of  Erroll,  Mar.  23,  996- 
1000;  Lord  Denman,  1000- 
1003 ;  Earl  of  Donoughmore, 
1004. 

Grievances  of  Subordinate  OflGcers,  Cau  e 
of. 

Q,  Mr.  Field  ;  .4.  Mr.  Riinciman. 
Mar.  18,  546. 

Superannuation,  ate  thai  title. 

Civil  Service  Estimates 

Art  and  Science  Buildings— £25,000,  Com.* 
Mar.  16,  211  ;    Rep.*  Mar.  IS,  597. 

[cora. 
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Civil  Service  Estimates—con^ 

Bankruptcy  Department  of  the  Board  of 
Trade— £3,  Com*  Mar,  16,  212; 
Bep*  Mar.  18,  698. 

Board  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries — 
£65,000,  Com*  Mar.  16,  211 ;  Rep.* 
Mar.  18,  597. 

Board  of  Education— £7,000,000,  Com.* 
Mar.  16,  213  ;    Bep.*  Mar.  18,  600. 

Board  of  Trade— £100,000,  Com.*  Mar,  16, 

212  ;  Rep.*  Mar.  18,  698. 

British  Museum— £60,000,  Com.*  Mar.  16, 

213  ;  Rep.*  Mar.  18,  600. 

Broadmoor  Criminal  Lunatic  Asylum — 
£16.000.  Com.*  Mar.  16,  213 ;  Rep.* 
Mar.  18,  699. 

Charity  Commission — ^£15,000,  Com,*  Mar. 
16,  212  ;    Rep.*  Mar.  18,  698. 

Civil  Service  Commission — £17,000,  Com.* 
Mar,  16,  212 ;   Rep.*  Mar,  18,  698. 

Colonial  Office— £26,000,  Com.*  Mar.  16, 
212;  Rep.*  Mar.  18,  59S, 

Colonial  Services— £360,000,  Com.*  Mar. 
16,  214  ;  Rep.*  Mar.  18,  600. 

County  Courts— £2,  Com.*  Mar.  16,  213  J 

Rep.*  Mar.  18,  599. 
Customs— £350,000,  Com.*  Mar.  16,  214 ; 

Rep.*  Mar.  18,  600. 

Cyprus  (Grant-in-Aid)- £49,000,  Com,* 
Mar.  16,  142 ;   Rep.*  Mar.  18,  600. 

Diplomatic     and     Consular     Buildings — 

£40,000,  Com.*  Mar.  16,  211 ;    Rep.* 

Mar.  18,  697. 
Diplomatic      and      Consular      Services — 

£260,000,  Com.*  Mar.  16,  214  ;   Rep.* 

Mar.  18,  600. 

Economies  effected. 
Os.     Sir  F.    Banbury,   Mar.   26,   1694- 
1696. 
Exchequer     and     Audit     Departments — 
£25,000,  Com.*  Mar.  16,  212 ;    Rep.* 
Mar.  18,  598. 
Foreign  Office— £24,000,  Com.*  Mar.  16, 
212  ;  Rep.*  Mar.  18,  598. 

Friendly  Societies— £3,000,  Com.*  Mar.  16, 
2\2  X  Rep.*  Mar.  i5,  598. 

Harbours— £20,000,  Com.*  Mar.  16,  211; 

Rep.*  Mar.  18,  598. 
Home    Office— £75,000,    Com.*    Mar,    16, 
^^.  212  ;  Rep.*  Mar.  IS,  598. 

House  of.Commons  Offices— £20,000,  Com.* 

Mar.  16,212;    Rep.*  Mar.  18,  598. 

House   of   Lords   Offices— £10,000,   Com.* 

Mar.  16,  212  ;    Rep.*  Mar.  18,  598. 
Houses       of        Parliament       Buildings — 

£18,000,  Com.*  Mar.  16,  211  ;    Rep.^ 

Mar.  18,  5«J7. 
Inland  Revenue— £830,000,  Com.*  Mar.  16, 

214;  Rep*  Mar.  IS,  (iOO. 

Ireland 

Charitable  Donations  and  Bequests 
Ofla«»-il,0(M),  Com.*  Mar.  16, 
212;  JBep.*  Mar.  18,  5\){). 
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Chief  Secretary's  Offices  and  Si 
ordinate  Departments — £10,0 
Com.*  Mar.  16,  212;  Re 
Mar,  18,  699. 

County  Court  0fficer8,'"etc.— £40,0 
C<m.*  Mar.  16,  213;  Re 
Mar.  18,  699. 

Department  of  Agriculture  and  T© 
nical  Instmotion — ^£96,000,  Cot 
Mar,  16,  211 ;     JZcp.*  Mar. 
697. 

Development  Grant — £100,000,  Coti 
Mar.  16,  214 ;  Rep,*  Mar.  . 
600. 

Dublin  Metropolitan  Police— £60,0( 
Com,*  Mar  16,  213  ;  Rep.*  Mi 
18,  60a 

Dundrum  Criminal  Lunatic  Asylum 
£4,000,  Com.*  Mar,  16,  2Ii 
Rep,*  Mar,  18,  600. 

Education— £760,000,  Com,*  Mar.  J 
214  ;  Rep,*  Mar.  18,  600. 

Jilndowed  Schools  Commissioners 
£400,  Com.*  Mar.  16,  214  ;  i?ep 
Jfar.i5, 600. 

Hospital  and  Charities — £17,000,  Com 
Mar.  16,  214 ;  Rep.*  Mar.  1 
600. 

Land  Commission — ^£110,000,  Con 
Mar.  16,  213 ;  Rep.*  Mar.  1 
699. 

Law  Charges  and  Criminal  Prosec 
tions— £26.000,  Com.*  Mar.  1 
213  ;   Rep.*  Mar.  18,  699. 

Local  Government  Board — £30,0( 
Com.*  Mar.  16,  212  ;  Rep.*  Mi 
18,  699. 

Lord  -  Lieutenant's  Household 
£2,000,  Com.*  Mar.  16,  21 
Rep.*  Mar.  18,  599. 

National  Gallery  ■—  £2,000,  Con 
Mar.  16,  214;  Rep,*  Mar.  . 
600. 

Prisons— £60,000,    Com.*     Mar. 

213;  Rep.*  Mar.  18,600. 
Public   Record   Office— £2,000,  Coi 

Mar.  16,  212  ;  Rep.*  Mar.  18, 5 

PubUc  Works  Office— £16,000,  Goi 

Mar.   16,  212;    Rep.*   Mar. 

699. 
Public  Works  and  Buildings— £95,C 

Com.*  Mar.  16,  212  ;   Rep.*  M 

18,  698. 
Queen*s  Colleges— £2,500,  Com.*  Ai 

16,  214  ;  Rep.*  Mar.  18,  600. 
Railways— £30,000,    Com.*    Mar. 

212, ;  Rep.*  Mar.  18,  698. 
Reformatory  and  Industrial  School 

£55,000,    Com.*    Mar.    16,    2 

Rep.*  Mar,  18,  600. 
Registrar  -  ^General's    Office — £5,0 

Com.*  Mar,  16,  213  ;  Rep.*  M 

18,  699. 
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Royal  Irish  Constabulary  — £616,000' 
Com*  Mar.  16,  213 ;  Mep*  Mar- 
i^,  600. 

Supreme  Court  of  Judicature,  etc. — 
£43,000,  Com*  Mar.  16,  213; 
Rep.*  Mar.  18,  599. 

Valuation  and  Boundary  Survey — 
£7,000,  Com.*  Mar.  16,  213; 
Rep.*  Mar.  18,  599. 

Land  Registry— £16,000,  Com.*  Mar.  16, 
213  ;    Rep.*  Mar.  18,  599. 

Law   Charges— £30,000.    Com.*    Mar.    16, 

212  ;  Rep.*  Mar.  18,  599. 

Local  Government  Board— £85,000.  Com.* 
Mar.  16,  212  ;  Rep.*  Mar.  18,  598. 

Lunacy  Commission — £5,000,  Com.*  Mar- 
ie, 212  ;  Rep.*  Mar.  18,  598. 

Memorandum,  Date  of  Circulation  of. 
Oa.  Sir  F.  Banbury,  Mr.  Runciman,  Lord 
Balcarres,     Mar.     26,     1669;      Mr. 
Morton,     Mr.     Gretton,     Viscount 
Helmsley,  1700. 

Mercantile  Marine  Service — £25,000,  Com.* 
Mar.  16, 212  ;  Rep.*  Mar.  18,  598. 

Mint— £5,  Com.*  Mar.  16,  212;  Rep.* 
Mar.  18,  598. 

Miscellaneous,  Charitable  and  other  Allow- 
ances—£1,150,  Com.*  Mar.  16,  214; 
Rep.*  Mar.  18,  600. 

Miscellaneous  Expenses — £4,740,  Com.* 
Mar.  16,  214;    Rep*  Mar.  18,  600. 

Miscellaneous     Legal     Buildings— £30,000, 

Com.*  Mar.  16,  211  ;    Rep.*  Mar.  18, 

597. 
Miscellaneous     Legal     Expenses — £28,000, 

Com.*  Mar.  16,  213  ;    Rep.*  Mar.  18, 

699. 
National  Debt  Office— £6,000,  Com.*  Mar. 

16,  212  ;   Rep.*  Mar.  18,  598. 

National    Gallery— £17,000,    Com.*    Mar. 

16,  213  ;   Rep.*  Mar.  18,  600. 
National   Portrait   Gallery— £3,000,   Com.* 

Mar.  16,  213  :    Rep.*  Mar.  18.  600. 

Osborne- £5.000,    Com.*    Mar.    16,    211; 

Rep.*  Mar.  18,  597. 
Peterhead  Harbour— £10,000,  Com.*  Mar. 

16,211  ;  Rep.*  Mar.  18,  odS. 
Police— £15.000,     Com.      Mar.     16,    213; 

Rep.*  Mar.  IS,  599. 
Post   Office— £6,500.(M)(),    Com*    Mar.   16, 

211  ;   Rep.*  Mar.  18.  397. 
Prisons— £320,000,    Com*   Mar.    16,   213; 

Rep.*  Mar.  IS,  599. 
Privy  Council  Office— £').()( M),  Com*  Mar. 

16.  212;    Rep.*  Mar.  IS,  598. 
Public    Buildings— £230,0(X).    Com*    Mar. 

16,  211;    Rep.*  Mar.  IS.  59S. 
Public      Record      Office— £  I  O.OOO.      Com.* 

Mar.  16,212;  Rrp*  Mar.  i.S,  598. 

Public   Trustee— £1,000,    Corn*   Mar.    16, 

213  ;    Rep.*  Mar.  IS,  599. 
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Public  Works  Loan  Commission— £1,200. 
Com.*  Mar.  16,  212 ;  Rep.*  Mar.  18, 
598. 

Rates  on  Government  Property — £300,000, 
Com.*  Mar.  16,  211  ;  Rep.*  Mar.  18, 
598. 

Reformatory  and  Industrial  schools — 
£130,000,  Com.*  Mar.  16,  213 ;  Rep.* 
Mar.  18,  599. 

Registrar-GeneraFs  Office— £15,000,  Com.* 
Mar.  16,  ^12  ;  Rep.*  Mar.  18,  598. 

Revenue  Buildings— £250,000,  Com.*  Mar. 

16, 211  ;  Rep.*  Mar.  18, 598. 
Royal     Parks    and    Pleasure    Gardens — 

£52.000  Com.*  Mar.  16,  211;  Rep.* 

Mar.  18,  597. 

Royal  Palaces— £20,000,  Com.*  Mar.  16, 

211;  Rep.*  Mar.  18,597. 
Salisbury  Memorial— £1,000,  Com.*  Mar. 

16, 211  ;  Rep.*  Mar.  18, 697. 
Scientific    Investigation — ^£28,000,    Com.* 

Mar.  16,  213  ;  Rep.*  Mar.  18,  600. 

Scotland 

Crofters  Commission — ^£2,000,  Com.* 
Mar.  16,  213  ;  Rep.*  Mar.  18,  599. 

Education— £850,000,  Com.*  Mar.  16, 
214  ;   Rep.*  Mar.  18,  600. 

Fishery  Board— £7,000,  Com.*  Mar. 
16,  212  ;  Rep.*  Mar.  18,  599. 

Law  Charges  and  Courts  of  Law — 
£30,000,  Com.*  Mar.  16,  213; 
Rep.*  Mar.  18,  599. 

Local  Government  Board — £5,000,. 
Com.*  Mar.  16,  212;  Rep.* 
Mar.  18,  599. 

j  Lunacy  Commission £2,500,  Com.* 

i  Mar.   16,  212;    Rep.*  Mar.  18, 

599. 

I  National  Galleries— £3,000,  Com.  *  Mar. 

16,  214  ;  Rep.*  Mar.  18,  600. 

\  Prisons— £35,000,     Com.*     Mar.     16, 

213  ;   Rep.*  Mar.  18,  599. 

Register  House,  Edmburgh— £15,000, 
Com.*  Mar.  16,  213  ;  Rep.*  Mar. 
18,  599. 

Registrar-General's     Office  —  £1,500, 

Com.*  Mar.  16,  212  ;   Rep.*  Mar. 

18,     599. 
Secretary's    Office  —  £25,000,    Cotn.* 

Mar.    16,   212;    Rep.*   Mar.   18, 

599. 
Secret   Service- -£40,000,   Com.*  Mar.    16,. 
212;   Rep.*  Mar.  i5,  599. 

Stationery  and  Printing— £330,000,  Com.* 
Mar!  16,  212  ;   Rep.*  Mar.  18,  598. 

Superannuation  and  Retired  Allowances 
—£300.000,  Com.*  Mar.  16,  214; 
Rep.*  Mar.  IS,  ()<)(). 

Suj)plement{iry 

Board  of  Education,  etc.— £0,00(j. 
Rep.*  Mar.  IS,  708. 

33  3  R  [cont. 


Oiy— Ooi] 


INDEX. 

Mar,  13 — Mar. 


[Vol  186. 


27. 


Civil  Service  Estimates— con^ 
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Criminal    Prosecutions,    etc.,    Ireland 
—£2,500,  Rep.,  Mar,  17,  457. 

Post  Office— £260,000,  Rep,*  Mar,  18, 
708. 

Royal     Irish     Constabulary— £5,000, 
Rep,*  Mar,  18,  708. 
Supreme   Court   of   Judicature — £150,000, 
Com,*  Mar,  16,  213  ;   Rep,*  Mar.  18, 
599. 

Surveys— £90,000,  Com,*  Mar,  16,  211; 
Rep.*  Mar.  18,  598. 

Telegraph  Subsidies  and  Pacific  Cable — 
£25,000,  Com.*  Mar,  16,  214  ;  Rep,* 
Mar.  18,  600. 

Temporary  Commissions — £25,000,  Com,* 
Mar.  16, 214  ;  Rep,*  Mar,  18, 600. 

Treasury  and  Subordinate  Departments — 
£40,000,  Com,*  Mar,  16,  212  ;  Rep.* 
Mar.  18,  598. 

Universities  and  Colleges,  and  Intermediate 
Education  (Wales)— £75,000,  Com,* 
Mar.  16,  213  ;  Rep,*  Mar.  18,  600. 

Wallace  Collection— £3,000,  Com.*  Mar. 
16,  213  ;  Rep.*  Mar.  18,  600. 

Woods,  Forests,  etc..  Office  of— £8,000, 
Com.*  Mar,  16,  212  ;  Rep.*  Mar.  18, 
599. 

Works  and  Public  Buildings,  Office  of — 
£30,000,  Com.*  Mar.  16,  212 ;  Rep.* 
Mar.  18,  599. 

Clancy,  Mr.  J.  J.  [Dublin  Co.,  N.] 

Dublin  Port  Dues — Comparison  with  Kings- 
town.  Mar.  26,  1591. 

Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  (Ireland) 
Bill,  2b.,  Mar.  20,  929-937,  941,  942, 
974. 

Kingstown  Harbour,  Charge  on  Railway 
Company  for  using.  Mar.  18,  590,  591. 

Clive,  Captain  P.  A.  [Hereford,  Ross] 

Small  Holdings— Grant  of  £100,000,  Alloca- 
tion of,  Mar.  17,  445. 

Cloch  Point 

Price  of  War  Office  Land  on  Re-Sale. 
Q.     Mr.  J.  D.  White  ;  .4.     Mr.  Haldane, 
Mar.  17,  402. 

Clough,  Mr,  W.  [Yorkshire,  W.R.  Skipton] 
Hertfordshire 

Education  Rate  for  1906-7,  Mar.  19. 
119. 

School  Places  and  Attendance  (1904- 
7),  Mar.  19,  756,  779. 

Kirkburton  School — Facilities  for  Denomi- 
national Teaching,  Mar.  24,  1217. 

Royal  London  Friendly  Society — Con- 
version into  Mutual  Insurance  Com- 
pany,  Mar.  24,   1217. 

Yorkshire,  West  Riding  —  School  Accom- 
miKlation,  Mar.  25,  1409. 
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Sinclair, 


Watt,  Mr.  H. 
Mr.    Sinclair, 


Clyde 

Seine  Nets,  Close  Time  for,  etc. 
Q.     Mr.     Watt;  A.     Mr. 

Mar.  17,  394. 

Mr.  Watt,  Mr.  Ainsworth,  Mr.  R. 
Duncan;  A8,  Mr.  Sinclair,  Mar. 
18,  575. 

Mr.  Ainsworth,  Mr, 
J.  Tennant ;  A8. 
Mar.  26,  1582. 

Clyde     Navigation      (S^erannuation) 
Order  Confirmation  Bill 

/.    Commons   Amend ts.     Con.^    Mar.  17, 
326. 

Royal  Assent,  Mar.  27,  1701. 

Clyne8»  Mr.  J.  S.  [Manchester,  N.E.] 

Eight- Hours    Day,    Limitation    by    Law. 
proposed.  Mar.  18,  666-676,  682,  706. 

Coal 

Export  (1906    and    1907) — Returns    Prt- 
sented.  Mar.  24,  1187  ;  Mar.  25, 1398. 

Coal  Mines  (Eight  Honrs)  Bill 

Amendment  Considered  necessary  for. 
Q.     Mr.  D.  A.  Thomas ;    A.    Mr.  Glad- 
stone.  Mar.  19,  763. 

Proposals  as  to. 
Qa.     Captain    Craig;       A.     Mr.   A  8. 
Wilson,  Mar.  19,  111. 

Representations  reoeived. 
Qa.  Sir  B.  Sheffield.  Viscount  Caatle. 
reagh, Captain Craig^Mr.  W. Harrer, 
Mr.  J.  Ward,  Mr.  Watt,  Mr.  a  J. 
Pease;  As.  Mr.  Gladstone,  Mr. 
Speaker,  Mar.  24,  1211. 

Second  Reading  Date  of  taking. 

Q.  Mr.  C.  Mc Arthur ;  ^.  Mr.  Glad- 
stone.  Mar.  24,  1213. 

Coastguard 

Policy  as  to. 

Oa.  Earl  Cawdor,  Mar.  18,  497^4«; 
Lord  Tweedmouth,  497;  £»> 
Hardwicke,  619 ;  Lord  Tweedmoothi 
538 ;  Sir  F.  Banbury,  Mar.  11 
914;  Mr.  £.  Robertson,  915;  3fr: 
Fell,  916. 

Q.  Mr.  Nield;  .4.  Mr.  E.  Robertfoa 
Mar.  20,  920. 

Coclirane,  Mr.  T.  H.  [Ayrshire,  N.] 

Prosecution  of  Offences  (Amendment)  Bill 

2r..  Mar.  24,  1240-1242. 
Saltcoats  Post  Office,  Site  for.  Mar.  21, 
1049. 

Tobacco — Scottish   Goltivaticm  ftopoe*!* 

Mar.  26,  1574.  1676. 
Tobacco  Growing  (Scotland)  Bill,  Vto^vaf^ 

of.  Mar.  23,  1096,  1097. 

Coinage  and  Currency 

Silver  Coinage  for  Colonies  and  Protao* 

torates.    Expenditure    in    c<HUieetiC 

^ith. 

Oa.     Sir    F.     Banbury,    Mar.  Ih 

449;   Mr.  A.Chamberisin,itf' 

460 ;  Mr.  Rnndmaii,  4M. 
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loUingSyRt.  Hon.  J.  [Birmingham,  Bordesley] 
Pbet  Office — Political  Organisations,  Regu- 
lations  as  to.  Mar.  16,  316-318. 

JMyate  Members*  Rights — Infringement  by 
early  Adjournment  on  25th  Inst., 
Mar.  26,  1594,  1595. 

kdlins,  Sir  W.  J.  [St.  Pancras,  W.] 

Diseases  of  Animals,  Scientific  Inquiry  into, 
proposed.  Mar.  16,  254,  255. 

Swine  Fever 

Departmental  Committee  of  Inquiry, 
Appointment  of,  proposed.  Mar. 
16,  254. 

Outbreaks,  etc.  (1890-1907),  Mar.  27, 
1706. 

Uonial  OfBce 

Secretary  of  8t<Ue—Kt.  Hon  Earl  of  Elgin. 

Under-Secretary— Rt.    Hon.    W.    L.    S. 
Churchill. 

lolonies  and  Protectorates 

[For  Particular  Colonies,  etc.,  see  (heir 
Name».] 

Cost  (1853-1903),  Population,  etc.  — 
Ordered  to  be  vacated.  Mar.  18,  493. 

Crown  Agents,  see  thai  title. 

Elections,  Machinery  and  Cost  of — Papers 
Presented,  Mar.  18,  494;     Mar.  19, 
762. 
Native  Question,  Self-governing  Colonies  in 
which  reserved. 

Q.     Mr.   Fell;     A.     Mr.   Churchill. 
Mar.  16,  189. 

Taxation  Systems,  Inquiry  into,  proposed. 
Q.     Mr.    Wedgwood;      A.     Mr.   J.    A. 
Pease,  Mar.  17,  411. 

lommereial  Union  Assurance  Company 
Bill 

I  Sep.*  Mar.  17,  325. 

3b.*  Mar.  23,  993. 
c  iR.*  if  or.  24,  1185. 

Eknapanies  Acts  Consolidation  Bill 

Proposals  as  to. 
Q.     Mr.  Hyde;    A.     Mr.  Lloyd -George, 
Mar.  20,  922. 

tempany 

Franchise  Rights — LegiHlation  })ro posed. 
Q.     Mr.    Richardson ;      -1.     Mr.    Burns, 
Mar.  19,  778. 

oagested  Districts  Board,  Ireland 

Funds  available  for  Purchase  of  Estates. 
Os.  Mr.  Dillon,  Mar.  18,  001,  610-016; 
Mr.  J.  Rechnoml,  024-029;  Mr. 
Birrell,  030-037  ;  Mr.  A.  Brvce, 
640;  Mr.  (iooch,  040-(>48;  Mr. 
Barrie,  (>48-0r>0 ;  Captain  Craig, 
654,  655  ;  Sir  F.  Banburv,  0r)5. 
Q.  Mr.  H.  Law  ;  .1.  Mr.  Birrell,  Mar. 
18,  587. 
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L3ind  Purchase  Policy  of. 

O,.     Mr.  Dillon,  Mar.  18,  601-617,  656; 

Mr.  T.  O^Donnell,  617-623 ;   Mr.  J. 

Redmond,    624-629;    Mr.    Birrell. 

629-637  ;    Mr.  Long,  637-640 ;   Mr. 

Hayden,    640-646;     Mr.    H.    Law, 

650,651. 
Q.     Mr.  T.  0*Donnell ;  A.     Mr.  Birrell, 

Mar.  18,  580. 

Unemployment  Relief,  Disbursements  for. 
Q.     Mr.    Wedgwood;    A.     Mr.    Birrell, 
Mar.  25,   1427. 

Work  in  West  of  Ireland. 
Os.     Mr.  Carlile,  Mar.  18,. 052,  653. 

Congested  Districts  Board,  Scotland 

Seed  Com,  Conditions  of  suppljdng. 
Q.     Mr.  J.  C.  Wason;    Mr.  J.    Dewar, 
.4.     Mr.  Sinclair,  Mar.  17,  394. 

Consolidated  Fond 

Grants  from  towards  making  good  Supply* 
Com.*  Mar.  17,  419;  Rep.*  Mar.  18, 
732. 

Consolidated  Fund  (No.  1)  Bill 

c.   iR.*  Mar.  19,  916. 

2r.,  Mar.  23,   1104. 

Com.  and  Bep.*  Mar.  24,  1300. 

3b.,  Mar.  25,  1482. 
I.   iB.*  Mar.  26,   1494. 

Royal  Assent,  Mar.  27,   1701. 

Constabulary,  Koyal  Irisk 

[See  also  Names  of  Places.] 
Cattle-driving  Cases,  see  under  Ireland. 

Cost  of. 

Os.     Mr.  T.  W.  Russell,  Mar.  26,  1642, 
1646;    Mr.  Long,  1645;    Mr.   T.  L. 
Corbett,    1665;   Mr.    Birrell,    1682- 
1685. 
Pay,  etc. — Legislative  Proposals. 

Q.     Mr.     Lonsilale;      A.     Mr.     Birrell, 
Mar.  25,  1427. 

Pensions,  Expenditure  on. 
Os.     Mr.  Kettle,  Mir.  26,  1637. 

Prosecutions  by 

Q.  Mr.  Delany  ;  A.  Mr.  Birrell,  Mar. 
23,  1063. 

Strength,  Salaries,  etc. 

Q.  Mr.  T.  O'Donncll ;  A.  Mr.  Birrell, 
Mar.  19,  704. 

Supplementary  Estimate  for. 

Os.  Mr.  Barrie,  Mar.  IS.  714:  Mr 
Birrell,  714,  715;  Sir  F.  Banbury, 
TIT);  Mr.  C.  Hay,  710;  Mr.  T.  L 
Corbett,  710,  717. 

Conway  and  Colwyn  Bay  Joint  Water 
Board  Bill 

c.  Con.*  Mar.  19,  750. 

3k.*  Mar.  23,  1047. 

I.   iR.*  Mar.  24,  1177. 
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Cooper,  Mr.  G.  [Southwark,  Bermondsey] 
West   Ham   Workhouse   Officials,   MedicaJ 
Attendance  for.  Mar.  20,  924. 

Cootehill 

Labourer*H  Cottages,  Site  for. 

Qs.     Mr.    McKean;     As.     Mr.    Cherry, 
Mr.  Speaker,  Mar.  26,  1589. 

Corbett)  Mr.  C.  H.  [Sussex,  East  Grinstead] 
Territorial  Force   Officers,  Courses  of  In- 
struction open  to,  Mar.  17,  402. 

Corbett,  Mr,  T.  L.  [Down,  N.] 

Army  (Annual)  Bill,  Com.,  Mar.  25,  1446, 
1470. 

.^sUingar — Outrage  at  House  of  J.  Minocue, 

Mar.  26,  1587. 
Cattle-driving — Cases  reported  in  Returns, 

Mar.  IS,  577. 

Consolidated  Fund  (Xo.  1)  Bill,  2r.,  Mar. 
23,  1167-1169. 

Constabulary 

Cost  of.  Mar.  26^  1665. 

Supplementary  Estimate  for,  Mar.  18, 
716,  717. 

Criminal  Prosecutions,  Supplementary  Vote 
for.  Mar.  17,  463. 

Foot -and -Mouth  Disease — Hay  and  Straw 
imported  from  Infected  Districts, 
Mar.  16,  262. 

Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  (Ireland) 
Bill,  2r.,   Mar.  20.  987,  988. 

Navy — Kaulbowline  Works,  Granite  used 

for.  Mar.  26,  1557. 
Post  Office 

Hobhouse  •Committee  Report,  In- 
creased Expenditure  due  to,  Mar. 
18,  711. 

Political  Organisations,  Regulations 
as  to.  Mar.  16,  308  ;  Mar.  23, 
1086. 

Registration  of  Clubs  (Ireland)  Bill,  2b., 
Mar.  27,  1734,  1737. 

Small   Holdings 

Grant  of  £1()(),01M),  Allocation  of,  Mar. 
17.  444. 

Working  of  Act,  Mar.  lOy  295.  296. 

Transvaal  Chinese  Labourers — Re-enact- 
ment of  Ordinance  of  1904-5 — Charges 
against  the  Government,  Mar.  23, 1167. 

Cordite 

[See  also  under  Army  and  Xavy.] 

Kynoeh,  Messrs.,  Penalty  on,  for  addition 
of    Mercuric    Chloride. 

Qs.     Mr.     Bellairs,     Mr.     Ridsdale,  i 
Mr.  Mooney ;     As.     Mr.  Glad 
stone.    Mar.    16.    193. 
Q.     Mr.    Bellairs;      .4.     Mr.    Glad 
stone.    Mar.    26,    1566. 

Period  of  Preservation  in  Hot  Climates. 
Q.     Lord  Balcarres  ;  A.     Mr.  E.  Robert 
son  Mar.  16,  161. 
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Cork 


Evicted     Tenants — Progress     made    with 
Reinstatements. 

Q.     Mr.    W.    Abraham;      A.    Mr. 
Birrell,    Mar.    23,    1101. 

Costs  in  Criminal  Cases  Bill 

c.  IR*.,  Mar.  17,  418. 

Cotton,  Sir  H.  J.  S.  [Nottingham,  E.] 

Afghanistan    Boundary  Agreement,    Mar. 
19,  772. 

Africa,     South,    Garrifon,     Reduction  of. 
proposed.  Mar.  19,  874. 

Indir 

Army — Reduction  in  Strength  of,  pro- 
posed. Mar.  19,  874-877;  Mar. 
26,  1548. 

Bengal 

Additional  Police  quartered  in 
certain  Districts,  Mar.  19, 
771,  772. 

Judicial  and  Executive  Fonctions, 
Scheme  for  separation  of,  Mar. 
19,   770. 

Partition  of — Reconsideratioii  of 
Matter,  proposed.  Mar.  17, 
407.    408.  ' 

Mymensingh    Disturbances,    Reports 

on.   Mar.    19,   770. 

Whipping  Act,    \mendment  of.  Mar* 
18,   666. 

County*  Courts 

Rules    (1908) — Memorandum   Presented, 
Mar.  17,  325,  393. 

Stationery  Allowances,  Amoant  ot 
Q.     :Mr.  Younger;    A.     Mr.  Rnnoimtn, 
Mar.  13,  4. 

County  Courts  Bill 

/.  IB.,  Mar.  24,  1178. 

Courthope,  Mr.  G.  L.  [Sussex,  Rye] 
Agriculture  Board 

Premises  occupied  by.  Mar.  24,  H^ 

Representative  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, Appointment  of,  propoeed 
Mar.  16,  223. 
Army 

Auxiliary  Forces,  Allowances  of  Offi^ 

attending  Schools  of  Instmctioo. 

Income-tax  on,  Jfor.  19,  769. 
Brigade-Majors,  Honorary  Bank  fo'' 

under    New    Begulations,   Mof- 

23,   1052. 

Ordnance  Department    Writeff,  ^^ 
of.  Mar.  23,   1051. 

Territorial   Force 

Honorary    Rank,    Conditioiui  of 

granting.  Mar.  23,  105^ 
Titles  of  RegiinientB,  Beteotioo  of 

Mar.  26,  1401 
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mrthope,  Mr.  0.  L.—conL 

Army  (Annaal)  Bill,  Com.,  Mar,  25  1437, 
1447,  1471. 

Brewing  Statistics  (1878-1907),  Mar.  23y 
1061. 

Bexhill  Postal  Telegraphists,  Pay  of,  Mar. 
'    27,  1703. 

Budget,    Date   of   Introducing,    Mar.    19, 

796. 
Cattle 

Pedigree  Stock  exported  to  the 
Argentine,  Inquiry  into  Quaran- 
tine Regulations,  proposed.  Mar. 
16,  228,  229. 

Tuberculin  Test,  Effect  of  Sea-voyage 
on.  Mar.  16,  202. 

Poot-and-Mouth  Disease — Hay  and  Straw 
Imported  from  Infected  Districts, 
Mar.  16,  225,  226 ;   Mar.  26,  1574. 

Labour  Ck)lonies — Funds,  Source  of  De- 
rivation.  Mar.  19,  119. 

Moray  Firth — Foreign  Trawlers,  Prosecu- 
tion of,  Mar.  26,  1578. 

Navy — Ordnance  Department  Writers, 
Pay  of.  Mar.  20,  924. 

Public  Health  Act,  1907 

Applications  for  Orders  under,  Mar. 
20,  923. 

Orders  for  Seaside  and  Health  Resorts, 
Issue  of.  Mar.  26,  1551. 

Swine-Fever — Departmental  Committee  of 
Inquiry,  Appointment  of,  proposed. 
Mar.  16, 227,  228. 

Sonrtney,  Lord 

Municipal  Representation  Bill,  con..  Mar. 
16,  106,  108. 

iOlWtll,  Mr.  W.  H.  [Surrey,  GuUdford] 

India — ^Army  Churches,  Use  of  by  Pres- 
byterians, etc..  Mar.  24,  1202. 

kH,  Mr.  H.  [Preston] 

Army 

Cost  of.  Mar.  19,  903,  904. 

Pay,  Rate  of.  Mar.  19. 904,  905. 

Strength  of,  Mar.  19,  903-907. 

Education  Grants  for  Children  under  Five, 
Mar.  18,  551. 

Eight-Hours  Day,  Limitation  by  Law, 
proposed.  Mar.  IS,  ()S9-69-2. 

Finance  Accountsjnforniation  included  in, 
Mar.  25,  1431.  | 

Government  Orders,  Occasion  for  Daily 
Printing  of,  Mar.  16,  165,  203. 

Natal,  Immigration — Report  of  Mr.  H. 
Smith,  Mar.  19,  773. 

Pacific  Cable,  Grant-in-Aid,  Increase  in, 
Mar.  18,  549. 
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Cox,  Kr.  H.-HJon^ 

Post  Office 

Canadian  Magazine  Post,  Success  of. 

Mar.  23,  1087. 
Hong   Kong   Mail   Service,    Revenue 
from.  Mar.  16,  198. 
Post  Office  Savings  Bank  Deficit,  Mar.  19  f 
794. 

Cragg  and  Ardorone  Farms 

Cattle- Drive  on  8th  inst. 

Q.  Captain  Craig  ;  A.  Mr.  Birrell,  Mar, 
18,  589. 

Craig,  Captain  [Down,  E.] 

Army 

Officers 

Pay,  Inadequacy  of.  Mar.  19,  912. 

Shortage,  Causes  of,  Mar.  19,  912. 

Reduction  of  Irish  Regiments,   Pro- 
posals as  to.  Mar.  19,  890. 

Strength  of.  Mar.  19,  886,  890-892. 

Territorial  Force,  Organisation  of  as 

a  Fighting  Force,  Mar.  19,  887- 

890. 

Army  (Annual)  Bill,  con..  Mar.  25,  1454- 
1456,  1466,  1479,  1480. 

Ballingar 

Case  of  P.  Collins,  Mar.  26,  1585. 

Outrage  at  House  of  J.  Minogue,  Mar. 
25,1586. 
Breaches  of  Bye- laws  Bill,  2r.,  Mat.  20, 

990. 
Butler     Estate — Outrage     at     Moroney's 

House,  Mar.  26,  1587. 
Cattle-driving  Trials, Change  of  Venue,  etc., 

Mar.  17,  461. 
Coal  Mines  (Eight  Hours)  Bill 

Proposals  as  to,  Mar.  19,  111. 

Representations     received.     Mar.    24, 
1212. 
Congested   Districts   Board,   Funds  Avail- 
able for  Purchase  of  Estates,  Mar.  18, 

654,  655. 
Cragg  and  Ardcrone  Farms — Cattle-Drive 

on  8th.  inst.,  Mar.  18,  589. 
Criminal  Prosecutions,  Supplementary  Vote 

for,  Mar.  17.  457. 
Crown  Jewels,  Loss  of,  Mar.  19,  792. 

Date   of    Dismissal   of  Sir  A.    Vicars, 
Mar.  27,   1706. 
Derrymore — Outrage  at  P.  Murphy's  House* 

Mar.  26,  15H8. 
Firies — Attack  on  D.  Moynihan,  Mar.  26, 

1585. 
Fisheries,   Irish,   Encouragement  of,   Mar, 

19,  791. 
(Jlenahiery.  Explosion 

Jennings,   County  Inspector,  Reports 
of.  Mar.  25,  1422. 
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Craig,  Captain— ^-ow^. 

Glenahiery  Explosion — cont, 

Preston,  District  Inspector,  Report  of. 
Mar.  25,  1415,  1416,  1417,  1418, 
1419. 
Reports   by   Police,    Cause   for   Non- 
Production  of,  etc..  Mar,  18,  583, 
585. 
House   of   Commons — Press   and   Foreign 
and  Colonial  Representatives,  Accom- 
modation for.  Mar,  24,  1314-1316. 

Inland  Revenue,  Superannuation,  Age  for. 
Mar.  27,  1705. 

Law  and  Justice,  Administration  of.  Mar, 
17,  457-463. 

Linen,  Irish  Hand-woven  Damasks,  Mark- 
ing of.  Mar.  16,  196. 

Maynooth  College 

Lay  Catholics  Educated  at,  Mar.  27, 

1709. 
Students  Eligible  for.  Mar.  19,  791. 

Multyfarnham  Cattle-Drive,  Cause  for. 
Mar.  26,  1587. 

Prosecution  of  Offences  (Amendment) 
Bill — Expenses  Resolution,  Mar.  26, 
1617-1619. 

Roman  Catholic  University — Legislative 
Proposals,  Mar,  18,  588. 

Small  Holdings 

Grant  of  £100,000,  Allocation  of.  Mar. 
17,  440-443. 

Union  Jack,  Display  of,  on  National 
Schools,  Mar.  18,  589,  590; 
Mar.  24,  1224,  1225. 

Waterford — Case  of  N.  Quinlan,  Mar.  18, 
590. 

Craig,  Mr.  C.  C.  [Antrim,  S.] 

Glenahiery  Explosion 

Jennings,  County  Inspector,  Reports 
of,  Mar.  25,  1423. 

Preston,  District  Inspector,  Report  of. 
Mar.  25,  1416,  1419. 

Irish  Industries  and  Produce,  Protection 
of.  Mar.  26,  1584. 

Craig,  Mr.  H.  J.  [Tynemouth] 

Inhabited  House  Duty,  Method  of  Assess- 
ment, Mar.  24,  1230. 

Craik,    Sir    H.     [Glasgow    and    Aberdeen 
Universities] 
Army  Officers,  Pay,  Inadequacy  of.  Mar. 

19,  911. 
Barwick-in-Elmet  School  Accommodation, 
Mar,  19,  783. 

Consolidated  Fund'  (No.  1)  Bill,  2r.,  Mar. 
23,  1171-1173.' 

Education — Scottish  Legislative  Proposals, 
Mar.  19,  788. 

Indian  Army — Churches,  Use  of  by  Presby- 
terians, etc.,  Mar.  24,  1203. 
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Craik,  Sir  K,—cont. 

Motor  Omnibus  Traffic  in  London,  Regula- 
tion of.  Mar,  24,  1213. 

Post  Office — Political  Organisations,  Regu- 
lations as  to,  Mar.  16,  320-322. 

Royal  Scottish  Museum — ^Danger   of  Kre 

from  Proximity  of  Warehouses,  Mar. 

23,  1095,  1096. 
Science  and  Technology,  Imperial  College 

of.  Estimate  for,  Information  as  to. 

Mar,  18,  721-724. 

Transvaal  Chinese  Labour — ^Policy  of  His 
Majesty's  Government,  Mar.  23,  1171- 
1173. 

Cranbrook,  Earl  of 

Land  Values  (Scotland)  Bill,  2b.,  Mar.  26, 
1603. 

Crean,  Mr.  E.  [Cork,  S.R] 

Registration  of  Clubs  (Ireland)  Bill,  2s.r 
Mar.  27,  1716,  1720. 

Crewe,    Earl    of— Lord   President    of   the 
Council 
Education 

Charitable  Trusts,  Administration  of 
by  the  Board  of  Education,  Mar. 
23,  1034. 

School  Building  Grant  of  £100,000, 
Allocation  of.  Mar.  23,  1029- 
1031. 

Garforth  School  Reorganisation  Scheme- 
Action  of  Board  of  Education,  Mar. 
23,  1032. 

Land  Values  (Scotland)  Bill,  2b.,  Mar.  2Sr 
1515-1521. 

Narberth  Trust  School,  Decision  of  Educa- 
tion Board  as  to.  Mar.  23,  1033. 

Royston  School — ^Appointment  of  ICc- 
Milnes  as  Headmaster,  Ratifioatio'S 
refused.  Mar.  23,  1035. 

Standing  Order  No.  XXXTX.,  Sospensicsi 
of.  Mar.  25,  1393. 

Sunday  Closing  (Shops)  Bill,  Cam.,  JTcir. 
26,  1526. 

Swansea  Education  Disputes,  Mar,  SS, 
1036-1042. 

Crimean  War 

Veterans — ^Regulations     as     to    WiUtary 
Funeral. 
Q,     Mr.  Sloan;    A.    Mr.  HaklAae, 
Mar.  26,  1566. 

Criminal  Appeal  Act 

Rules  Presented,  Mar.  18,  494,  546. 
Shorthand  Writers,  Appointment  of. 
Qa.    Mr.    J.    W.    Wilson;      ^'-Mt. 
Runciman,  Mar.  23,  1053,  im 

Criminal  Prooednre 

Simpson,  Robert,  Case    oi.  w— 

oi    Mr.  Watt  :^*.        lit.  8««^^«' ^*- 


Mr.  Watt ;  A». 
16,  205. 
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Q9.     Mr.  Weir  ;   As, 
18,  676. 
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Mr.  Sinclar,  Mar, 


rafters  Holdings  (Scotland)  Bill 

c  iB.*  Mar.  17,  418. 

ramer,  Earl  of 

India — Governors  Leave  of  Absence, 
Amendment  of  Statute  relating  to, 
proposed,  Mar.  17,  375-377. 

rooks,  Mr.  W.  [Woolwich] 

Unemployed  Workmen  Bill,  2b.,  Mar.  IS, 
70   71. 

Woolwich,  Royal  Academy — Wages  of 
Workmen,  Mar.  25,  1403. 

Workmens  Clubs,  Registration  of.  Mar.  18, 
548. 

rosbie  Estate 

Untenanted  Lands,  Sale  of. 

Q,     Mr.  Flavin;    A.     Mr.  Birrell,  Mar, 
26,  1546. 

ross.  Lord 

India — Governors  Leave  of  Absence, 
Amendment  of  Statute  relating  to, 
proposed.  Mar.  17,  365-368. 

Irown  Agents  for  the  Colonies 

Office  Administration,  etc. — Proposals  for 
Inquiry. 

Q.     Mr.  Hay;     A.     Mr.  Churchill, 
Mar.  26,  1563. 

hraelty  to  Animals  Bill 

c  iB.*  Mar,  25,  1433. 

Ulinan,  Mr.  J.  [Tipperary,  S.] 

Knrses,     Training     of — Requirements     of 
%  Local  Government   Board,   Mar.    17, 

401. 

Nnran,  Mr.  P.  [Durham,  Jarrow] 

Bethnal  Green  Post  Office — Case  of  Three 
Postmen,  Mar.  23,  1088,  1089. 

Navy 

Artificer  Engineers  carried  in  Com- 
plement of  Cruisers,  Mar.  19, 
767. 

Cadets — Number  Selecting  Engineer- 
ing, Mar.  19,  767. 

Stoker  Petty  Officers  Training  for 
Mechanician  Rating — Cost  of  Pay, 
Victualling,  etc.,  Mar.  19,  768. 

Cmon  of  Eedleston,  Lord 

India — Governors  Lease  of  Absence, 
Amendment  of  Statute  relating  to, 
proposed,  Mar.  17,  368-371,  374,  390. 

Cnitoms 

Ontport  U'atchers,  Pay  of. 
Q'     Mr.      Field;       A.     Mr.     Runoiman, 
-^ar-.    16,  170. 
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Cyprus 

Grant-in-Aid,    Vote    for.    Mar.    16,    214; 
Mar.  18,  600. 

Dallas 

Postal  Facilities. 

Q.    Mr.  A.  Williamson  ;  A.     Mr.  Buxton, 
Mar.  24,  1215. 

Dartford  Gas  BiU 

c.  Bep,*  Mar.  26,  1538. 

Dartmouth,  Earl  of 

Army — Territorial  Force 
Guns 

Distribution  of.  Mar.  16,  112,  113, 

116,  118,  119. 
Number     of     15-pounder     Guns 

converted.  Mar.  16,  112,  113. 

Riding  Schools,  Provision  of.  Mar.  16, 
112. 

Royston  School — Case  of  Mr.  O.  B.  Milnes, 
Mar,  23,  1023-1025,  1035. 

Daylight  Saving  Bill 

c.  Second  Reading  deferred,  Mar.  24,  1347. 
c  2r.*  Mar.  26,  1699. 

Deaths 

Scotland — Report    Presented,     Mar.     27, 
1703. 

Debt,  Imprisonment  for 

Law,    Amendment    of — Select   Committee 
of  Inquiry  appointed,  Mar.  19,  916. 

Defence  of  the  Empire 

Foreign   Powers,   understanding   with,  as 
to  Force  to  be  maintained. 

Q,       Mr.  Mackamess ;  A.      Sir  E. 
Grey,  Mar.  24,  1210. 

Invasion,  'Precautions  against. 

Os,      Lord  Ellenborough,  Mar,  18,  514- 
518. 

Delany,  Mr.  W.  [Qneen's  County,  Ossory] 
Ballyquaide     Glebe— Grant    to      Mr.     R. 
Pearson,  proposed.  Mar,  16,   175. 

Caldbeck  Estate 

BallacoUa  Village,  Sale  of.  Mar.  16, 176. 

Sale  Proposals,  Mar.  16,  176. 
Constabulary,  Prosecutions  by.   Mar.  23, 

1063. 
Education 

Confidential  Reports,  Regulations  as  to. 
Mar.  20,  926. 

Inspection,  Notice  of,  Mar,  20,  925. 
Hely  Estate — Case  of  J.  Brennan,  Mar.  16, 

207. 
Kilmalogue — Marriage  of  Sergeant  Molloy, 

Mar.  18,  580. 
Mountmellick     Petty     Sessions — Case    of 

M.  Gaffney,  Mar.  24,  1225. 

Portarlington — Schools  in  circuit  with  re- 
duced Proficiency  Mark,  Mar,  20,  926w 

Stubber  Estate,  Sale  of.  Mar.  23,  1063. 
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Delmege  Estate 

Mount  Henry,  Sale  of. 

Q.    Mr.  O'Shaughnessy  ;  A,    Mr.  Birrell, 
Mar,  26,  1540. 

Denman,  Lord 

Civil  Service,  Ex-Soldiers  employed  in 
— System  of  counting  Pensions,  Mar. 
23,  1000-1003. 

Denmark 

Bacon  and  Lard — Case  of  Alexander 
Pol  sen. 

Q.      Mr.  Boland  ;  A,      Mr.  Bums, 

Mar.  23.  1083. 
Qa.     Mr.  Boland  ;  As.     Dr.  Macna- 
mara.  Mar.  26,  1569.  | 

Derby  Gas  Bill  \ 

c.  Con.*  Mar.  18,  544.  I 

3r.*  Mar.  23,  1047.  I 

I.  iR.*  Mar.  24,  1177.  | 

Derrymore 

Outrage  at  P.  Murphy's  House. 
Q.       Captain  Craig ;  A.       Mr.   Cherry, 
Mar.  26,   1588. 

Devlin,  Mr.  J.  [Belfast,  W.] 

Registration  of  Clubs  (Ireland)  Bill,  2e., 
Mar.  27,  1731-1734. 

Devonshire 

Charities— Return  Presented,  Mar.  24,  1187. 

Licensed  Houses  extinguished  under  Act 
of  1904. 

Q.     Mr.  Soares  ;  A,     Mr.  Gladstone, 
Mar.  24,  1188. 

Devonshire,  late  Duke  of 

Death  of 

Os.  Marquess  of  Ripon,  Mar.  24,  1178, 
1183 ;  Marquess  of  Lansdowne, 
1179-1181;  Earl  Rosebery,  1181- 
1 183  ;  Mr.  Asquith,  1231  ;  Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfour,  1232. 

Dewar,  Mr.  A.  [Edinburgh,  s.] 

Consolidated  Fund  (\o.  1)  Bill,  2r.,  Mar.  1 
23,\U)K)-\n2  I 

Transvaal      Chinese     Labour — Policy     of 
His  Majestv's  Government,  Mar.  23,  • 
1100-1163.' 

Dewar,  Sir  J.  A.  [Inverness] 

Congested  Districts  Board — Conditions  of 
supplying  Seed  Corn,  Mar.  17,  394. 

Skvc — Elgoll     Crofters     Petition     as     to 
Glasnakille,  Mar.  23,  1094. 

Dickinson,  Mr.  W.  H.  [St.  Pancras,  N.] 

Voluntary    Schools,    Repair   of — Expendi- 
ture in  London,  Mar.  19,  753. 

Dickson  •  Poynder,  Sir  J.   [Wilts.,  Chip- 
penham] 

Africa,     Ka.st.    Steamship    Communication 
with.  Mar.  24,  1207. 
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Dickson-Poynder,  Sir  J.—<sont. 

Army,  Territorial  Force — Conditions  of 
Enrolment,  Mar.  26,  1562. 

Housing  Bill,  Proposals  as  to.  Mar.  16, 
196. 

Transvaal — ^Disposal  of  Middlebvig  Bar- 
racks, Jlfor.  18,  660. 

Digby  Estate 

Sale  of.  Negotiations  for. 
Oa.    Mr.  J.   Redmond,   Mar.  18,  625- 
627. 

Dilke,  Et.  Hon.  Sir  C.   W.   [Gloucester, 
Forest  of  Dean] 

Army 

Annual  Report,   Date  of  Presenting, 

Mar.  16,  178. 
King's    Regulations     and    Rules    of 
Procedure,  Proposals  as  to,  Mar. 
13,  10  ;   Mar.  25,  1402. 
Manual  of  Military  Law,  Revision  of, 

Mar.  25,  1402. 
Strength  of.  Mar.  19,  862-864. 
Territorial  Force 

Artillery— Valne  in  Time  of  War, 

Mar.  19,  861,  862. 
Drills  Required  in  Training,  Mar. 

16,  179. 
Regulations,  Progress  made  with 
Drawing  up.  Mar.  25, 1403> 
Army    (Annual)    Bill,    Com.,   Mar.  25, 
1450,  1468,  1481. 
Re-casting,  Necessity   for,   Mar,  25, 
1402. 
British  Columbia — ^Indians  prohibited  from 
Landing  at  Vanooaver,  Mar.  24f  1206: 
Mar,  25,  1404. 
Brussels   International   Conference,  Scope 

of.  Mar.  20,  922. 
Private   Members'    Bights,    Infringement 
of,  Mar.  25,  1489,  1490. 

DiUon,  Mr.  J.  [Mayo,  E.] 
Congested  Districts  Board 

Funds     Available    for    Purchase  of 
Estates,  Mar.  18,  601,  eiMK!- 

Land  Purchase,  Policy  of.  Mar,  IS' 
601-617,  666. 
Consolidated  Fund  (No.  1)  Bill,  2b.,  Mv. 

23,  1140,  1141. 
Dillon     Estate — Circumstances    of   Sale, 

Mar.  18,  604. 
Transvaal,     Chinese     Labour— P*>licy   o^ 

His     Majesty's     Goyemment,    Mar. 

23,  1140,  114L 
Ventrv    Estate,    Purchase    of,    Mar.  25. 

1589. 

Dillon  Estate 

Circumstances  of  Sale. 
Oii.    Mr.  Dillon,  Mar.  1S»  604. 
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diseases  of  Animals 

[See  aUo  Names  of  Diseases,] 
Scientific  Inquiry  into,  proposed. 
Os.     Sir  W.    J.  ColUns,  Mar.  16,  254, 
255. 

loekyards,  Vaval 

See  under  Navy. 

tonelan,  Captain  A.  T.  C.  [Cork,  £.] 

Haulbowline  Works,  Granite  Used  for 
Mar,  26,  1558. 

tononghmore,  Earl  of 

Civil  Service,  Ex -Soldiers  employed  in — 
System  of  Counting  Pensions,  Mar. 
23,  1004 


Territorial     Force     Guns — Inspection 
Members  of  House  of  Lords,  Mar. 
119. 

lormant  Funds,  List  of 

Additional  Information  proposed. 


by 

26, 


Q- 


Mr.  Radford; 
Mar.  23,  1094. 


A.     Mr.  Runciman, 


k>ngllt7,  Sir  0.  [Great  Grimsby] 
Fisheries 

Grounds,  Protection  of.  Mar.  26,  1581. 

Spies  employed  by  the  Board,  Mar.  19, 
787. 
Moray  Firth 

British  Trawlers  registered  in  Norway, 
Mar.  26,  1582. 

Foreign  Trawlers,  Prosecution  of.  Mar. 
26,   1576. 

Illegal  Trawling — Question  Postponed, 
Mar.  19,  787. 

)onglas,  Et.   Hon.    A.    A.    [Kent,  St. 

Augustine's] 

Business     of     the     House,      Coiu^e     of. 
Mar.  19,  795. 

Children  Bill,  2b.,  Mar.  24.  1262-1270. 

Prosecution     of     OfTences     (Amendment) 
Bill,  2e.,  Mar.  24,  1247-1249. 

brayoott  Gas  Bill 

c.  Rej).*  Mar.  26,  1538. 

)ll  CrOS,  Mr.  A.  [Hastings] 

Post     Offioe    Night     Duty — Revision     of. 
Mar.  23,  1088. 

Dublin 

Cro^Ti  Jewels,  Loss  of,  see  under  Ireland. 

Custom    House    Stamp    Office,    Hours    of 
Opening. 

Q.     Mr.  Nannetti  ;  A.     Mr.  Runci- 
man.  Mar.  19,  762. 

Port  Dues — Comparison  with  Kingstown. 
Qs.     Mr.  Clancy ;    As.     Mr.   Runciman, 
Mar.  26.  1591. 

Registration  Forms,  Irregularity  in  Filling 
up. 

Qs.     Mr.  Lonsdale,  Mr.  Mooney  ;  As. 
Mr.  Cherry,  Mar.  25,  1423. 
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Dublin  Corporation  Bill 

c.  Second    Reading   and    Bill   withdrawn, 
Mar.  19,  750. 

Dublin  Corporation  (Various  Powers)  Bill 

c.  Second    Reading   and    Bill    withdrawn. 
Mar.  26,  1538. 

Dublin  and  South  Eastern  Railway  Bill 

c.  Rep.*  Mar.  19,  751. 
Con.*  Mar.  25,  1394. 

Dufiy,  Mr.  W.  J.  [Galway,  S.] 

Blake-Foster      Estate  —  Case      of      Mr. 
0*Flanagan,  Mar,  16,  177. 

Gort — Prosecution  of  Mr.  F.  Persse,  J.P.» 
Mar,  19,  755;    Mar.  24,  1190. 

Lambert   Minors    Estate — Sale   Proposals* 
Mar.  18,  547. 

Duke  of  York's  School 

Site — Sale  Proposals,  etc. 

Q.     Mr.    Hart-Davies;     A,     Mr.    Har- 

court.  Mar.  18,  552. 
Q.     Mr.  Hart-Davies  -,  A,     Mr.  Haldane, 

Mar.  18,  555. 

Duncan,  Mr.  C.  [Barrow-in-Furness] 
Navy 

Chatham   Depot,   Engine-room  Artifi- 
cers allotted  to,  Mar.  17,  404. 

•'  Indus  "—Cost     of     Officers,     Petty 

Officers  and  Pensioned  Instructors, 

Mar.  17,  404. 
Mechanical  Training  Establishment — 

Vote  on  which  taken.   Mar.   17, 

404. 

Signal  Ratings — Total  Number  (f,  etc., 

Mar,  16,  177. 
Stokers   joining   under   Short  Service 

System  in  1907,  Mar.  17,  404. 
Railway  Cargo  Men,  et:».,  Inclusion  in 

Scope  of  Conciliation  Board,  Mar, 

18,  571. 

Duncan,  Mr.  B*.  [Lanarkshire,  Govan] 

Clyde     Fisheries — Close    Time     for,   etc., 
Seine  Nets,  Mar.  IS,  576. 

Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  (Ireland) 
Bill,  2r.,  Mar.  20,  988. 

Irish  Language — Teaching  in  Schools,  Mar, 
18,  587. 


Registration   of  Clubs   (Ireland)   Bill, 
Mar.  27,  1744-1746. 


2r, 


Union  Jack,  DiRi)lav  of,  on  Irish  National 
Schools,  Mar.  24.  1225. 

United  States — New  York  L'nemployed 
out-of-work  Benefit  Svstem,  Mar. 
18,  572. 

Dunn,  Mr.  A.  E.  [Cornwall,  Camborne] 

Lunatics  Married,  Statistics  as  to  and 
Facilities  for  Divorce,  Mar.  17,  403. 

Duncormack 

Pastal  and  Telegraph  Facilities. 

Qs.     Mr.    Ffrench;      A^.     Mr.    Buxton, 
Mar.  16,  208. 
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Dysart 

Land  Purchase,  Petition  as  to. 

Q,     Sir  W.   Nugent;     A.     Mr.   Birrell, 
Mar.  16,  175 

Earthenware  and  China 

Lead -poisoning  Cases  in  1908. 

Q.     Mr.    Alden ;       A.     Mr.    Gladstone, 
Mar.  24,  1213. 

Ecclesiastical  Commissioners 

Licensed  Premises  on  Property  of. 

Q.     Mr.  Bottomley;     A.     Mr.  Tomkin- 
son,  Mar.  18,  674. 

Education,  Board  of— 

President — Rt.  Hon.  R.  McKenna. 
Parliameniary  Secretary — Mr.  T.  Lough. 

Charitable  Trusts,  Administration  of. 
08.     Lord  Barnard,  Mar.  23,  1013-1016'; 
Earl  of  Crewe,  1034;    Marquess  of 
Londonderry,   1046. 

President,  Absence  of,  during  Discussion  of 
Education  Vote. 
Os.     Mr.    Carlile,    Mar.    18,    725; 
Sir  F.  Banbury,  726 ;    Mr.  W. 
Rutherford,   727. 

Education  (England  and  Wales) 

[For  Particular  Places  see  their  Names.] 

Ckirdening  Grant,  Number  of  Schools 
Earning. 

Qs.     Sir   F.    Channing;      As.     Mr. 
McKenna,  Ma^.  17,  399. 
Grants 

Children    under    Five,    Payment    on 
Account  of. 
Q.     Mr.        Cox;  A,     Mr. 

McKenna,  Mar.  18,  651. 

Number  in  1907-8  under  New  Scheme, 
Memorandum  as  to. 
Q.     Mr.  A.  Chamberlain ;     A. 
Mr.    McKenna,    Mar.    18, 
650. 

List  of  Schools  Presented,  Mar.  26,  1493, 
1539. 

Provided  Schools — Number  awaiting  Ap- 
proval. 

Qs.     Mr.  Myer  ;  As.     Mr.  McKenna, 
Mar.  16,  199. 

Recognition  of  Certain  Schools — Regula- 
tions, etc..  Presented,  Mar.  13,  3 ; 
Mar.  16,  102. 

School  Building  Grant,  Allocation  of. 
Os.     Lord    Barnard,    Mar.    23,    1006- 
1012,  1046 ;     Earl  of  Crewe,  1029- 
1031  ;      Marquess  of  Londonderry, 
1042,  1044. 
Q.     Mr.  Lane-Fox ;    A.     Mr.  McKenna, 
Mar.  25, 1 40S. 
Teachers 

Registration  Council,  Proposals  for. 
Qs.     Sir  W.  Anson,  Sir  P.  Magnus ; 
As.     Mr.    McKenna,    Mar.    25, 
1410. 
Qs.     Mr.      A.     Allen;         As.     Mr. 
McKenna,  Mar.  26,  1573. 
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Education  (England  and  Wale8)-HMm^. 

Teachers — cont. 

Superannuated,  Information  as  to. 
Q.     Mr.  T.  F.  Richards;     A.    M 
McKenna,  Mar.  23^  1090. 
Training    Colleges — Religious    Instructi* 
provided  by  London  County  i^xmQ 
Q.     Lord     R.     C«cil ;         A.    M 
McKenna,  Mar.  20,  920. 

Voluntary   Schools,   Repair   of — Expend 
ture  in  London. 

Q.     Mr.  Dickinson;     A.    Mr.  M 
Kenna,  Mar,  19,  753. 

Education  (Ireland) 

[For  Particular  Places  see  their  Names.] 

Confidential  Reports,  Regulations  as  to. 
Q.    Mr.     Delany;         A.     Mr.     Birre 
Mar.  20,  926. 

Grants,  Increase  in. 

Q.    Mr.    Ffrench;        A.     Mr.    Birrel 
Mar.  23,  1100. 

Inspection,  Notice  of. 

Q.    Mr.  Delany ;    A.    Mr.  Birrell,  Ma 
20,925. 
Intermediate         Examination         Paper 
Standard  of. 

Qs.    Mr.      Hazleton;         As.    M 
Birrell,  Mar.  18,  678. 

Medical  Inspection  of  Children,  Provisi) 
for. 

Qs.    Mr.  J.  Redmond;     As.    M 

Birrell,  Mar.  25,  1428. 
Q.    Mr.    J.    Redmond  ;       A.    I 
McKenna,  Mar.  26,  1572. 

National  School  Teachers 

Inner-grade  Teachers,  Grievances  of. 
Q.    Sir    T.    Esmonde;        A.    I 
Birrell,  Mar.  16,  174. 
Pension  System. 
Q.     Mr.  MoHugh ;    A.     Mr.  Birr 
Mar.  16,  173. 
Policy  as  to. 
Os.    Mr.  Kettle,  Mair.  26,  1634,  162 
Mr.  T.  W.  BusseU,  1642;  Mr.  Ban 
1666;      Mr.   J.   P.    Farrell,    16( 
Viscount        Castlereagh,         16C 
Mr.  T.  P.  O'Connor,  1670;       I 
Vemey,   1676,   1676;      Mr.   Birr 
1686-1687;    Mr.    Wyndham,  16 
1692. 

Schools,   National,  Number  of.    Form 
Agreement,     Number    of     Manag 
etc. — Return     Presented,     Mar. 
1639. 

Union  Jack — Hoisting  over  Schools. 
Qs.     Capt.    Craig;       As.     Mr.    Birr* 

Mar.  18,  689. 
Qs.     Capt.     Craig,    Mr.      R.      Dunof 

As.    Mr.  BirreU,  Mar.  24, 1224. 

Education  (Scotland) 

Vice-PresiedfU  of  the  Council— Rt.  He 
J.  Sinclair. 

[For  Particular  Places,  see  their  Names.] 
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dneation  (Scotiand)— cow^. 

Additional  Grants,  Proposals  for. 

Q.     Mr.    Younger;       A,     Mr.    Sinclair, 
Mar,  20,  922. 
Expenditure    (1907),    Return    Presented, 
Mar.  19,  733,  752. 

Gardens,  Number  of  Schools  Possessing. 
Q.     Mr.    GuUand;       A.     Mr.    Sinclair, 
Mar.  24,  1223. 

Legislative  Propoals. 
Q.     Sir   H.   Craik;      A.     Mr.    Sinclair, 
Mar.  19,  788. 

Secondary  Grant,  Distribution  of — Minute 
Presented,  Mar.  13,  3 ;    Mar.  16,  102. 

idneation  (Continuation  School)  Bill 

e.  Intro.,  Mar.  24, 1234. 
iB*,  Mar.  ^4,  1238. 

Idneation  (Provision  of  Meals)  Act 

Failure  to  Adopt. 

Q.     Mr.  O'Grady;     A.    Mr.  MoKenna, 
Mar.  18,  674. 

Local  Authorities  Adopting. 

Q.     Mr.  W.  T.  Wilson ;  A.  Mr.  McKenna, 
Mar.  25,  1399. 

Idneation  (Scotland)  Bill 

c  Intro.,  Mar.  26,  1597. 

iB*,  Mar.  26,  1602. 
Proposals  as  to. 

Q.     Mr.    Morton ;       A.     Mr.    Sinclair, 

Mar.  24,  1219. 
Q.     Mr.    M'Crae;       A.     Mr.    Asquith, 
Mar.  25,  1432. 

awards,  Dr.  Hall,  Case  of 

Award  of  Civil  List  Pension. 

Q.     Sir  G.   Parker;     A.     Mr.  Asquith, 
Mar.  23,  1079. 

^baConntry 

Recognition  of  Independence  of. 

Qs.     Mr.    J.    C.    Wason;  As.     Mr. 

Caiurchill,  Mar.  16,  184. 

sgypt 

British  Garrison,  Strength  of. 
Os.     Mr.  Haldane,  Mar.  19,  854;     Mr. 
Ashley,  871  ;    Mr.  Rees,  879. 

C!otton  Cultivation  Inquiry,  Proposals  for. 
Q.     Mr.  J.  M.  Robertson  ;     A.     Sir  E. 
Grey,  Mar.  26,  1566. 

Mecca   Pilgrims,  Measures  for  Protection 
of. 

Q.     Mr.  Ashley  ;    A.     Sir  E.  Grey, 
Mar.  26,  1565. 

Memphis,  Assistance   towards   Excavation 
of. 

Q.     "Mi.  Smeaton ;    A.     Mr.  Runci- 
man,  Mar.  18,  570. 

Moustafa  Kamal  Pasha's  Funeral,  Attend- 
ance of  Students  at. 

Q.     Mr.   Kettle;      A.     Mr.    Runci- 
man.  Mar.  16,  191. 
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Egypt — cont. 

School  Sports,  Date  fixed  for  Holding. 
Q.     Mr.   Kettle;      A.     Mr.   Runciman, 
Mar.[16,  191. 

"Egyptian" 

Complaint  by  Crew. 

Q.     Mr.    J.    H.    Wilson;      A.    Sir   E. 
Grey,  Mar.  19,  768. 

Eight  Honrs  Day 

See  under  Labour. 

Elementary    Education    (England    and 
Wales)  (H.L.) 

/.  iB,*,  Mar.  18,495. 

Attendance,  Computation  of. 

Q.     Lord  E.  Talbot ;  A.     Mr.  McKenna, 
Mar.  16,  200. 
Enactments  affected  by— Print  Presented, 

Mar.  16,  102,  158. 
London    Contracted-out    Schools,    Grant 
for. 

Q8.     Sir    E.    Sassoon;       As.     Mr. 
McKenna,  Mar.  19,  783. 
London  County  Council  Syllabus  (Order 
116-1),  Circulation  of. 
Q.     Sir  F.Powell;  A.  Mr.  McKenna, 
Mar.  25,  1410. 
Section  3  (6)  Definition  of  Schools  under. 
Presented,  Mar.  17,  325,  393. 

Eleven  O'clock  Eule 

Suspension  of — Motion  (Mr.  J.  A.  Pease), 
Mar.  17,  491. 

Elgin  and  Kincardine,  Earl  oi—Secretai-y 
of  State  for  the  Colonies 
Army 

Expeditionary  Force  of  160,000  Men. 

Mar.  16,  150,  161. 
Report  of  Inspector-General  for  1907, 
as  to  Training  and  Efficiency  of 
the    Troops— Tabling,   proposed. 
Mar.  16,  148,  149. 
Special  Reserve,  Organisation  of.  Mar. 

16,  148. 
Stores,    Maintaining    Adequate    Re- 
serve of.  Mar.  16,  147. 

Territorial  Force. 

Artillery  Organisation  and  Train- 
ing of.  Mar.  16, 150. 
Horses,  Supply  of,  Mar.  16,  147, 
148. 
Indian    Governors,  Leave   of   Absence   of 
— Amendment   of   Statute,    proposed. 
Mar.  17,  386-390. 
Land  Values  (Scotland)  Bill,  2r,  Mar.  26, 
1500-1503. 

Ellenborough,  Lord 

Defence  of  the  Empire — Precautions  against 
Invasion,  Mar.  18,  514-518. 

Hague  Prize  Court  of  Appeal,  proposed 
Establishment  of,  Mar,  18,  512. 
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Ellenborough,  Lord— ^on^. 

Navy 

Cadets,  New  Scheme  for  Training, 
Mar,  18,511. 

Home  Fleet — ^Working  of  Neucleus 
Crew  System,  Mar,  18,  511. 

Leave  Arrangements,  Mar.  18,  613, 
514. 

Rosyth,  Policy  as  to,  Mar.  18,  516, 
518. 

Shipbuilding  Programme  1908-9,  Mar, 
18,  515,   518. 

Submarine  Mines,  Policy  as  to.  Mar. 
18,  512,  513. 

Navy  Estimates,  Reduction  in.  Mar. 
18,511. 

Ellis,  Et.  Hon.  J.  E.  [Nottingham,   Kush- 
cliffe] 

Children  Bill,  2e.,  Mar.  24,  1282-1284. 

Emigration  and  Immigration 

Emigrant  Information  Office— Report  (1907) 
Presented,    Mar.    16,    102,    159. 

Irish  Emigration  Statistics  (1907),  Pre- 
sented, Mar.   16,   102,   158. 

Scottish  Statistics  for  1907. 

Q.     Mr.  J.  D.  White  ;     .4.     Mr.  Lloyd- 
George,    Mar.    16,    1G2. 

Statistics. 

Os.     Mr.   Goulding,   Mar.   24,   1325. 

Emplorment  of  British  Subjects  Abroad 
Bill 

c.  iB.,*  Mar.  23,  1103. 

Enroll,  Earl  of 

Civil  Service,  Ex-Soldiers  employed  in. 
System  of  counting  Pensions,  Mar. 
23,  995-1,000. 

Territorial  Force  Separation  Allowances, 
Extension  of  to  Privates,  proposed. 
Mar.   19,  744. 

Esmonde,  Sir  T.  G.  [Wexford,  N.] 

Education  —  Grievances  of  Inner-Grade 
Teachers,    Mar.    16,    174. 

Government  Departments — Irish  Credit 
Balances,  (1907-8),  Mar.  16,  170. 

Land  Purchase,  Funds  Available  for.  Mar. 
16,   173. 

Tobacco  Duty — Representations  as  to 
Reduction  of,   Mar.   16,   173. 

Essex,  Mr.  B.  W.   [Gloucestershire,   Ciren- 
cester] 

Castle  Morton  Schoolroom,  Use  of,  for 
Political    Meeting,    Mar.    26,    1571. 

Evans  Sir  S.  T,— Solicitor-General,  [Glamor- 
gan, Mid.] 

Prosecution  of  Offences  (Amendment)  Bill 
2r.,    Mar.    24,    1249. 
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Everett,  Mr.  E.  L.  [Suflfolk,  Woodbridge] 
Armaments,  Reduction  of  Expenditure  on, 
proposed.    Mar.    19,    892. 

Hay    and    Straw  imported  from  Infected 
Districts,    Mar.    16,    245. 

Pedigree  Stock   exported  to  the  Argentine 

— Inquiry  into  Quarantine  Regulations, 

proposed.  Mar.  16,  246. 
Small  Holdings — Land  Offered  to  County 

Councils — ^Lindsey     Case,     Mar.    17. 

435. 

Swine-Fever,    Statistics   as   to,    Mar.  16, 
244. 

Eversley,  Lord 

Municipal  Representation  Bill,  Com.,  Mar. 
16,  104. 

Evicted  Tenants  Act      # 

Report  of  Operations,  Date  of  Presenting. 
Q.     Mr.  W.  O'Brien;     A.     Mr.  BineD, 
Mar.    18,    588. 

Explosions 

Pembroke — Cause  of  JOelay  of  Report. 
Q.     Mr.   Bellairs;     A.     Mr.   Gladstone, 
Mar.  16,  194. 

Exportation  of  Old  Horses  Bill 

e.  Order    for    Second    Reading   and  Bill 
withdrawn.   Mar.   13,  99. 

Exports  and  Imports 

Irish  Exports  of  Bacon,  EggB,  etc  (1904-7). 
Q8.     Mr.  Gwynn ;   As.    Mr.  T.  W.  Bin- 
sell,  Mar.  26,  1546,   1585. 

Statistics 

British   and   Foreign   (1907). 
Q.    Mr.   J.    T>.    White;      A.  Mr. 
Lloyd-Gfeorge,  Mar.  19,  750- 
Trade    with    Germany    (1898-1907). 
Q.    Mr.    J.    D.    White;    A.  Hr. 
Kearley,    Mar.    16,    170. 

Faber,  Captain  W.  V.  [Hante,  Andonr] 

Army  Pensions — System    of    Paying  ^1 
Boards  of  Guurdians,  Mar.  26,  \^ 

Army  (Annual)  Bill,  Com.,  Mar.  25,  \^ 
Licensing    Bill — Provisions    as   to  Cln^» 
Mar.  25,  1406,  1407. 

Liquor  Traffic 

Child  Customers  served  with  SeiW 
]  Bottles,    Legality    of,    Mar.  ^. 

'  1406. 

Public-houses  owned  by  Government. 
j  Sale  of.  Mar.  25,  1403;  Mar.  26, 

\  1593. 

i  Faber,  Mr.  G.  D.  [York] 

Hay    and     Straw    Imported     frcMB  I»' 
I  fected  Districts,  Mar.  16,  249, 250. 

'  Hilsea—'*  Coach     and     Horses"    PnbHj 

!  house,  War  Office  Sale  of.  Mar.  1^ 

180,  181,  182. 

Liquor  Traffic — Basis  of  ABsessiiig  IM***' 
tax,  Mor.  23,  1102. 
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aber,  Mr.  0.  J>,—conf. 

Pablic  Trustee 

Branch  Offices,  Number  Established, 

Mar,   17,  454. 
Fees  to  be  charged,  Mar.  17,  454. 

Small  Holdings,  Grant  of  £100,000,  Alloca- 
tion of.  Mar.  17,  446. 

faetories  and  Workshops 

Inspectors 

Prosecutions  undertaken  by. 

Q.    Mr.  J.  R.  Macdonald  ;  A.     Mr. 
H.  Samuel,  Mar.  17,  414. 


Returns  as  to  Work  of. 

Q.     Mr.  J.  R.  Macdonald  ;   A. 
H.  Samuel,  Mar.  17,  414. 


Mr. 


Persons  employed  (1904)  and  Reports  of 
Medical  Officers  of  Health  (1906)— 
Returns  Presented,  Mar.  16,  102,  157. 

Ukirk 

Postal  Telegraphists,  Pay  of 

Q.     Mr.    J.    M.    Macdonald;     A.     Mr. 
Buxton,  Mar.  16,  198. 

•arrell,  Mr.  J.  [Longford,  N.] 
Education  Policy,  Mar.  26,  1666. 
Registration  of  Clubs  (Ireland)  Bill,  2r., 
Mar.  27,  1730. 

fell,  lb.  A.  [Great  Yarmouth] 

Admiralty  Scarves  Contract,  Allocation  of. 

Mar.  2  ,  1065. 
Africa,  East  Portuguese  Native  Labour  Re- 
cruitment for  Transvaal  Mines,  Mar. 
23,  1154,  1155. 
Coastguard,  Policy  as  to.  Mar.  19,  915. 
Colonies — Native  Question,  Self-Goveming 
Colonies  in  which  reserved.  Mar.  16, 
189. 
Consolkiated  Fund  (No.  1)  Bill,  2r.,  Mar.  I 

23,  1153-1157. 
••  Minota,"  Looting  of,  at  Tulagi,  Mar.  17, 

411. 
Public  Trustee — Fees  to  be  charged.  Mar. 

17,  455.  I 

Transvaal  j 

Chinese  Labour 

Mortality,  Decrea.se  in.  Mar.  23,  , 
1156.  I 

Policy  of  H.  31.  Government, 
J/rtf. -^.3,1153. 

Re-enactment  of  Ordinance  of 
1904-5 — Charges  against  the 
Government,  Mar.  23y   1 155. 

Substitution  Proposals,  Mar.  16 y 
189. 

Native  Labour 

Medical  Insju-ctor.  Ai)pointnient 
of,  on  Retrenchineiit  of  Dr. 
Sanson,  Mar.  16,  187,  188. 

Mortality,  Rate  of.  Mar.  23,  1156. 
45 


Fenwiok,  Kr.  C.  [Northumberland,  Wans- 
beck] 

Fisheries  on  North^East  Coast,  Inquiry 
into  Condition  of,  proposed.  Mar.  19, 
785. 

FergfOSOn,  Kr.  E.  C.  H.  [Leith  Burghs]. 
Rosyth,  Policy  as  to.  Mar.  19,  826. 

Fetherstonhaugh,  Kr.  0.  [Fermanagh,  N.] 

Irvine  Estate — Case  of  J.  F.  McQuade,. 
Mar.  23,  1062. 

Ffrench,  Mr.  P.  [Wexford,  S.] 

Dimcormack  Postal  and  Telegraph  Facili- 
ties, Mar.  16,  208. 

Education  Grants,  Increase  in.  Mar.  23, 
1100. 

New  Ross  Urban  District  Council  Resolu 
tions.  Mar.  23,  1099. 

Field,  Mr.  W.  [Dublin,  St.  Patrick] 

Army    Ordnance    Department — Wages    of 
Civil  Employees  in  Ireland,  Mar,  16, 
167. 
Civil  Service 

Assistant  Clerks,  Petition  from.  Mar. 
17,  403. 

Grievance    of    Subordinate    Officers, 
Cause  of.  Mar.  18,  546. 

Customs  Outport  Watchers,  Pay  of.  Mar. 
16,  170. 

Gambling  in  Futures,  etc. — Egyptian 
Bourse  Bill  and  American  Anti- 
Option  Bill,  Copies  of,  Mar,  26,  1541. 

Ordnance  Survey 

Adoption    of    Bi-lingual    System    for 
Maps,  proposed.  Mar,  16,  168. 

Labourers,  Pay  of.  Mar,  16,  168. 

Pay  of  Larkin  and  Stewart,  Mar.  23. 
1055. 

Post  Offices  Travelling,  on  Irish  Railways. 
Heating  of,  etc..  Mar.  26,  1550. 

Financial  Eelations  between  England 
and  Ireland 

Report  of  Commission. 

Os.  Mr.  Kettle,  Mar,  26,  1624,  1025. 

I  Finchley  Urban  Distriot  Council  Bill 

I  c.  Report  from  Police  and  Sanitary  Com- 

mittee, Mar.  20,  917. 
Con.*  Mar.  26.  1538. 

Firies 

Attack  on  I).  Moynihan. 

Q.  Captain  Craig  ;    A.  Mr.^Cherry,5J/ar. 
26,  1585. 

First  Commissioner ofWorks 

Bt.  Hon.  L.  Harcour! 

First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty 

Lord  Twccdmouth 
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First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 

JUL   Hon.   Sir  H.   Campbell- Bannerman.^ 

Eisheries 

Ireland 

Measures  for  Encouragement. 

Qs.  Mr.  T.  O'Donnell,  Captain  Craig; 
As.  Mr.  Birrell,  Mar.  19,  790. 

Supply  of  Fish,  Regulation  of. 

Q.  Mr.  T.  O'Donnell ;  A.  Mr.  Birrell, 
Mar.  18y  581. 
North-East  Coast  Industry,  Inquiry  into 
Condition  of,  proposed. 

Q.    Mr.    Fen  wick;     A.    Mr.    J.    A. 
Peaae,  Mar.  19,  785. 

Scotland 

Asse3sible     Rentals    and     Legislative 
Proposals. 

Q.  Mr.  Menzies  ;  A.  Mr.  Sinclair, 
Mar.  24, 1192. 

Legislative  Measures,  Government  At- 
titude towards. 

Qs.  Mr.  Weir,  Mr.  Menzies ; 
As.  Mr.  Sinclair,  Mar.  24, 
1222. 

Line-fishing,  Protection  of. 

Q.  Captain  Waring  ;  A.  Mr.  Sinclair 
Mar.  26,  1544. 

Protection  of  Grounds. 
Qs.  Mr.  Morton,  Mr.  J.  C.  Wason, 
Sir     G.     Doughty;      As.     Mr. 
Sinclair,  Mar.  26,  1579. 

bpies  employed  by  the  Board. 

Q.  Sir  G.  Doughty  ;   A.  Mr.  Sinclair, 
Mar.  19,  787. 
Trawling 

British  Vessels  registered  in  Norway, 
proposals  for  dealing  with. 

Qs.  Mr.  Weir,  Major  Anstruther- 
Gray,  Mr.  A.  Williamson, 
Mr.  Morton  ;  As.  Mr.  Sin- 
clair.  Mar.  24.  1221. 

Foreign  Ports,  Vessels  registered  in. 
Q.  Mr.   A.   Williamson:    A.  Sir  E. 
Grey,  Mar.  24,  1209. 

Illegal  Trawling  Prosecutions  in  1907. 
Q.  Mr.  Weir  ;   A .  Mr.  Sinclair,  Mar. 
20,  919. 

Penalties,  Increase  of,  proposed. 
Qs.     Mr.     Morton,     Mr.     Younger ; 
As.  Mr.  Sinclair,  Mar.  24,  1223. 

Pishgnard  and  Eosslare  Eailways  and 
Harbours  Bill 

I.  Rep*  Mar.  25,  1349. 

Fitzmaurice,     laor^— Under-Secretary    for 
Foreign  Affairs 
Motors 

Roads,  Grant-in-Aid  to  County  Coun- 
cils for  Maintenance  of,  proposed. 
Mar.    17,   355-358. 

Taxation  and  Legislation,  proposals  as 
to,  Mar.  17,  358,  359. 

i6 


Flavin,  Mr.  M.  J.  [Kerry,  N.] 

Blacker  •  Dollglas        Estate       Untenant 
Land,  Disposal  of.  Mar.  19.  755. 

Cro3bie  Estate  Untenanted  Lands,  Sale 

Mar.  26,  1546. 
Knockanure  Evicted  Farms,  Purchase  ( 

Mar.  39,  757. 
Oliver  Estate — Case  of  T.  Hannan.  Mar.  1 

757. 

Fletcher,  Mr.  J.  S.  [Hampstead] 

Russia — Arrest  of  Mr.   Luxenburg,    Ma 

23,  1079. 
Unemployment— TariflE  Reformas  aRemed 

Mar.  24,  1331.  1332. 

Flynn,  Mr.  J.  C-  [Cork,  N.] 

Administration  of  Ireland,   Cost  of,  etc 
Mar.  26,  1648-1654. 

Barry    Estate— Case    of    T.     0*DonovM 

Mar.  26,  1556. 
Hegarty    Estate,    Purchase    of.    Mar.  2h 

1413,  1414. 
Irish  Industries  and  Produce,   Protectioi 

of.  Mar.  26,  1583,  1584. 

Leader  Estate  Untenanted  Lands,  Purchae 

of,  Mar  25.  1414. 
Orpen  Estate — Case  of  Mrs.  E.  0*Shaugh 

nessy.  Mar.  25,  1398. 

Taxation — ^Irish  Contribution,  Over-Taxa 
tion,  etc..  Mar.  26,  1649-1654. 

Fodder  and  Litter 

**  Fram  "  Cargo,  Landing  of. 

Q.     Mr.  Chaplin ;    A.     Mr.  J.  A.  Peas 
Mar.  16,  201. 

Hay  and  Straw  Imported  from  Infectc 
Districts. 
Os.  Mr.  Chaplin,  Mar.  16,  2h 
223,  259;  Mr.  Coorthop 
225,  226;  Mr.  J.  A.  Pfeaa 
230-236,  266-257;  Mr.  • 
Warner,  236;  Colonel  Kenyo 
Slaney,  239;  Mr.  A.  Smit 
243,  244;  Mr.  Everett,  2H 
Mr.  G.  Faber,  249,  260;  S 
F.  Banbury,  262,  263;  M 
T.  L.  Corbett,  262;  M 
O'Shaughnessy,  263 ;  Ikl 
Power,  266.  Earl  of  Onslo' 
Earl  Carrington,  Mar.  26,  153 

Import  Restrictions,  Scope  of. 

Q.     Mr.  Seavems  ;  A.    Sir  E.  Straohe 

Mar.  16.  169. 
Qs.     Mr.     ^Vhitehead,    Mr.    Courtho| 

Viscount  Helmsley;      As.     Mr. 

A.  Pease,  Mar.  26,  1674. 

Peat-Moss  Importation,  Restrictions  on^ 
Qs.     Mr.    Ridsdale,    Mr.   Moore ;       ^ 
Sir  E.  Strachey,  Mr.  T.  W.  Ross^ 
Mar.  26,  1552. 

Foot-and-Hontli  Disease 

Horses,  Liability  of. 

Os.     Sir   F.    Banbury,    Mar.    16,   ^5 
Mr  J.  A.  Pease,  231. 
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oot-and-Honth  Disease— <;on< 

Prohibitory  Orders  in  Cumberland  against 
Scottish  Cattle. 

Qs.  Mr.  Gulland,  Sir  J.  Jardine* 
Mr.  J.  C.  Wasor;  As.  Mr. 
J.  A.  Pease,  Mar.  23,  1091. 

Rats,   Measures   taken  to   exterminate. 
0#.     Colonel   Kenyon-Slarey,   Mar.   16, 
239  ;  Mr.  J.  A.  Pease.  266. 
Scottish    Outbreak,    Measures    taken    to 
cope  with.  etc. 

09.  Mr.  Chaplin,  Mar.  16,  214, 
215;  Mr.  J.  A.  Pease,  229; 
Mr.  Watt.  248. 

'oreign  Office 

Secretary    o/   State— Rt.    Hon.   Sir  E. 
Grey. 

UneUr- Secretary — Lord  Fitzmaurice. 

*ortesciie,  Earl 

Territorial  Force 

Equitation  Grant,  Mar.  16,  114. 

Horses,  Compensation  for  Loss  of. 
Mar.  16,  115. 

Range  Finders  and  Signalling  Appar- 
atus. Provision  of.  Mar.  16,  115, 
118. 

France 

Penny  Post,  see  under  Post  Office. 

hiendly  Societies  Bill 

c.  iB.*,  Mar.  26,  1597. 

EUvray 

Case  of  Michael  Mahon. 
Q.     Mr.    J.    Roche; 
Mar.  26,  1590. 

huAbling  in  Futures,  etc. 

Eigyptian  Bourse  Bill  and  American  Anti- 
Option  Bill,  Copies  of. 

Q.  Mr.  Field;  A.  Mr.  Kearley, 
Mar.  26,  1541. 

tarforth  School 

Reorganisation  Scheme — Action  of  Board 
of  Education. 

Os.  Lord  Barnard,  Mar.  23,  101, 
1013;  Earl  of  Crewe,  1032; 
Marquess  of  Londonderry,  1045. 

lascoigne  Estate 

Evictions,  Police  Action  in. 
Qs.     Mr.    Lumlon ;       A  s.     Mr.    Birrell, 
Mar.  24,  1227. 


A,    Mr.    Cherry, 


Sale  Proposals 

Q.     Mr.     Lundon ; 
Mar.  24,  1227. 


A.     Mr.     Birrell, 


i^ermany 

Naval  Programme,  see  under  Navy. 

Post     Office     Money     Order     Agreement 
Presented,  Mar.  23,  994,  1048. 

\^orkmen*s  Insurance — Return  Presented, 
Mar.  27;  1703. 

4.7 


Gibb,  Mr.  J.  [Middlesex,  Harrow] 

Harrow  Schools,  Rearrangement  of,  Mar. 
26,  1553. 

Gibbs,  Mr.  G.  A.  [Bristol,  W.] 

Siam,    Treaty    with — Effect    on    British 
Trade,  Mar.  16,  190. 

Gibraltar 

Admiralty  Works  at. 

Os.     Sir   F.    Banbury,    Mar.    19,    826; 
Mr.  Lambert,  827. 

Gladstone,    Et.   Hon.   H.    J,— Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Home  Department  {Leeds» 

W.] 

Brereton  Colliery  Disaster,  Recovery  of 
Bodies,  Measures  for.  Mar.  18,  671. 

Cabs 

Olapham  Junction  and  Wimbledon 
Stations,  Petitions  as  to  Opening 
of.  Mar.  23,  1081. 

Railway    Stations    remaining   closed. 
Mar.  26,  1567. 
Children  Bill 

Clause  22,  Interpretation  of.  Mar, 
16,  193. 

Second  Reading,  Date  of  taking. 
Mar.  23,  1081. 

Coal  Mines  (Eight  Hours)  Bill 

Amendment  considered  necessary  for, 
Mar.  19,  764. 

Representations  received.  Mar.  24, 
1211,  1212,  1213. 

Second  Reading,  Date  of  taking.  Mar. 
24,  1213. 

Devonshire,  Licensed  Houses  extinguished 
under  Act  of  1904,  Mar.  24,  1188. 

Explosives 

Kynoch,  Messrs.,  Penalty  on,  for 
Addition  of  Mercuric  Chloride, 
Mar.  16,  193,  194  ;  Mar.  26,  1566. 

Pembroke  Explosions — Cause  of  De- 
lay of  Report,  Mar.  16,  194. 

Juvenile  Offenders,  Imprisonment  in  De- 
fault of  Fine  in  1906,  Mar.  16,  168. 

Laundries — Hours  of  Labour,  Annulment 
of  Special  Order  of  December,  1907, 
proi)osed.   Mar.   24,    1340-1345. 

Lead  Poisoning  Cases  in  1908,  Mar.  24, 
1213. 

Licensing  Bill 

Clubs,  Provisions  as  to.  Mar.  25,  1406, 
1407. 

Statutory  Reduction  of  on-Licences, 
Sale  of.  Mar.  16,  194,  195. 

Licensing  (Consolidation)  Bill,  Intro,  Mar. 
24,  1238. 

Liquor  Traffic 

Child  Customers  served  x^ith  Sealed 
Bottles,  Legality  of.  Mar.  25, 
1406. 

[cojU, 
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Gladstone,  Et.  Hon.  H.  J,~*'onf. 

Lifjuor  Tratiic — *'on(, 

^'ompenaation 

.Amount  of  Anniini  Levv,  Jf»ir.  '4, 
1 189.  '  , 

Awards  :imler  Act  «>t  1904.  Jifir.  ' 
24,   I-ill. 

Fiiuiis    .ivaiiabie    for.    Jl'sr.     26  \ 

Loudon  Statistics,  Jf  «r.  2^,  192. 

•>tieiicf*    by   LiceatMHi    Viccnallers   in 
HMIT.    Miur.    :if.  7T»5. 
Moufv  lender**.     Act  ions     bcwiifht     by,     in 
1J^»7.    .Var.    J:.    1704. 

Motor  Oiiiiubus  Tmiiiir  in  London,  Regu la- 
rum  .u.  Mar    U,  i'llX 

NoitiiiKliaiiu    Lii'fni»tfd    Houses  closed   in 
Htw.  26.  14«HK 

police,  Metntp^liCiUi — Telephone  Extension 
to  Stations,  Mar,  19,  777. 

Ket'onnatory     and     Industrial     Schools — 
Bovs  sent  to  5>ea  from  (1906-7),  Mar. 

S\%aiisi'a   -Kiuic's    l\vk — Accident    to    P* 

Lon;i.    M'lr.   '2J,   l*)SiK 
VWuktriens     Coiufvusation     Act — Medical 

Kot\'rtv«i,   i^'ases  oonsiidertd   by,  JIar. 

Olaud^rs 

MeiiMHt'.-i  taken  lo  olicck 

(><*.  roloncl  Walker,  Mar.  W,  20*2,  203  ; 
Mi.  L.  Kaiily,  2tU,  2tM  ;  Mr.  J.  A. 
lVrt>e»   *-H»7,   -^iii ;   Sir   F.    Banbury, 

UuU'hei-    lined    K»i  Sale  of     Tuberculous* 
Meal. 

{^Kx.      Ml     J.  r.    NVasion ;    As,    Mr. 

Siu^lau.  .l/<*r.   /tf,  2lHi. 

V*a((te  luH)HV(ton   Kcktutations. 

(^»..      Ml.  J   ^V  Wa^on  :  An.     Mr.  Sinclair, 

»/.*»   /v,  ;ss. 

IU;»^uiu'.  IVwder,  ele  .  IVUev  kuowledgt^  of 

\^^      Ml    touMlale;!.      .Mr.  i'herry, 
U.*»     i*»\  Un»7 

\\Mnu  \    l«!»jH*eier,    Keports 

Mi  I  \M\>daU\  Oaj^tain 
x'»  *  <.  M»  v\  Tvai*:.  Mr. 
\\  I  v"v<  Ia  Mr  Uirr^Ml, 
M     V  tsMx,    M^f    ;>.  U2l. 


Feports  by  Police,  Cause  for  Non-Pro- 
duction  of,  etc. 

Qs.  Mr.  Lonsdale,  Mr.  Moore,  Cap- 
tain Craig:  As,  Mr.  Cherrv. 
Mar.  18,  582. 

Walsh  Case — Issue  of  noUe  prosequi. 
Q.    Mr.  J.  Redmond  ;    ^      Mr.  Chem\ 
Mar.  26,  1585. 

Glyncorrwg  Urban  District  Conncil  Bill 

C    Bep.*  Mar.  20,  917.' 
Gooch,  Mr.  G.  P.  [Bath] 

Congested  Districts  Board,  Funds  Available 
for  Purchase  of  Estates,  Mar.  18,  640- 
648. 

Gooseberry  Mildew 

Measures  taken  to  Check. 

Os.  Mr.  L.  Hardy,  Mar.  16,  265,  266. 
269  ;  Mr.  J.  A.  Pease,  269  ;  Mr.  L 
Hardy,  Mar.  17,  419,  420,  428;  Mr. 
J.  A.*Pease,  427,  428. 

Gort  . 

Prosecution  of  Mr.  F.  Peisse,  J.P.,  Proce- 
dure in. 

Qs.  Mr.  DuflFy ;  As.  Mr.  Cherry,. 
Mar.  19,  755;    Mar.  24,  1190. 

Goulding,  Kr.  [Worcester] 

Canada,   Rifle    used   by  Forces,  Place  ol 

Origin  of,  Mar.  23,  1071. 
Emigration  Statistics,  Mar.  24,  1325. 

Industries — Foreign    Competition,    Eff^*^ 

of.  Mar.  24,  1327-1330. 
Unemployed — Tariff  Reform  as  a  Reme< 

Mar.  24,  1325-1331. 


Government  Departments 

Irish  Credit   Balances  (1907-8). 
Q.     Sir  T.  Esmonde;     A.     Mr.  Bi 
man.  Mar.  16,  170. 


Grantham 

Si'hool  Dispute. 

Q.     Mr.    Yoxall;      A.     Mr.    McKecr^i 
Mar.  19,  763. 

Grayson,  Mr.  V.    [Yorks,    W.R.,    C^^ln 
Valley] 

Unemployed  Workmen  Bill,  2r.,  Mar^     -M 
57-65. 

GreatlEastem  Eailway  (Gtoneral  VoweTB) 
Bill  ^ 

f.    Be  p.*  Mar.  26,  1538. 

GreatlEastem    Bailway   (Steambo8ts> 
Bill  ^ 

f.     (>rder   for   Second    Reading   and  Bill 
Withdrawn,  Mar.  13,  1. 


sx  n';  .     Ke}^>rT    of. 

.    M'.   .^    K<du\ond.  ^        ^  *-     ,      1 

,.    V;    r    Oraiji.  Great  Horkesley 

\;      MxSM\o\  ;    .U.  Si»hool,  Use  of,  for  Political  Meeting. 

M'.      iK^tvl:,    Mr.  Q.     Mr.  L.  Lever;    A.    ]tfr.  McKenna 

>•  UUv  Mar.  18,  573. 
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Teat  Weftern  Eailway  (Snperaimna- 
tion  Soheme) 

L  3b.*  Mar.  16,  102. 
c.  iB.*  Mar.  17,  392. 

Teenwioh 

London  CJounty  Council  Electric  Generating 
Station,  Decision  as  to. 

08.     Earl  Cawdor,  Mar.  18,  496. 

freenWOOd,  Mr.  0.  [Peterborough] 

Land  Transfer  Acts,  Inquiry  into  Working 
of.  Mar.  23,  1069. 

Natal 

Cakijana,  Case  of,  Mar.  26,  1663. 

Dinizulu,  Trial  of.   Charge  and  Pro- 
cedure,  Mar.   16,   186. 

fretton,  Mr.  J.  [Rutland] 

Civil  Service  Estimates,  Memorandum, 
Date  of  Circulating,  Mar.  26,  1700. 

CooBolidated  Fund  (No.  1)  Bill,  3b.,  Mar. 

25,  1482. 
Navy 

"  Montagu  "  Cost  of  Salving  and  Value 
of  Stores  Salved.  Mar.  20,  920. 

Two-Power  Standard,  Maintenance  of, 
Mar.  25,  1482. 

EbOT,  St.  Hon.  Sir  £. — Secretary  of  State 
for  Foreign  Affairs  [Northumberland, 
Berwick] 

Brussels  International  Conference,  Scope 
of.  Mar,  20,  922. 

China  Hsinmintun — Fakumen  Railway, 
Japanese  Right  to  veto,  Mar,  24, 
1191. 

E[  Defence  of  the  Empire — Foreign  Powers, 
Understanding  with,  as  to  Force  to 
be  maintained.  Mar.  24,  1210. 

Egypt 

Cotton  Cultivation  Inquiry,  Proposals 
for.  Mar.  26,  1566. 

Mecca  Pilgrims,  Measures  for  Protec- 
tion of.  Mar.  26,  1566. 

"  Egyptian,"  Complaint  by  Crew,  Mar.  19, 
758. 

Japan — Formosa,  Operations  in.  Mar.  24, 
1210. 

Morocco — Algeciras  Convention,  Proposals 

as  to.  Mar.  26,  1565. 
Panama  Canal  Labour — Date  of  Presenting 

Report,  Mar.  17,  412  ;    Mar.  26,  1566. 

Siam,  Agreement  with.  Terms  of,  and  Date 
of  Tabling.  Mar.  19,  775. 

Trawling — Vessels  Registered  in  Foreign 
Porta,  Mar.  24,   1209. 

Quinness,  Mr.  W.  [l'>'iry  St.  Edmunds] 

Housing  of  the  Working  Cla,sses  (Ireland) 
Bill,  2r.,  Mar.  20.  973  975. 

PoBt  Office — Political  Organisations,  Re- 
gulations as  to,  Mar.  IS,  604. 

TOL  CLXXXVI.     [Fourth  Series.] 


Onlland,  Kr.  J.  W.  [Dumfries  Burghs] 

Education — Gardens,  Number  of  Sohooli 

Possessing,  Mar.  24,  1223. 
Foot  -  and  -  Mouth    Disease,     Prohibitory 
Orders  in  Cumberland  against  Scottish 
Cattle,  Mar.  23,  1091,  1092. 

India 

Army — Churches,   Use    of,    by   Pres- 
bfterians,  etc.,  Mar.  24,  1204. 

JuUundur — Facilities  for  Presbyterian 
Service,  Mar.  18,  663. 

Juries,  System  of  Summoning — Discontent 
in  Scotland,  Mar.  23,  1064. 

Gwyim,  Mr.  S.  L.  [Galway] 

Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  (Ireland) 
Bill,  2b.,  Mar.  20,  972. 

Irish  Exports  of  Bacon,  Eggs,  etc.  (1904-7), 

Mar.  26,  1646,  1686. 
Bates  and  Bating  in  Agricultural  District* 

Statistics    (1899,    1900   and    1906-7). 

Mar.  16,  196. 

Haddington 

Case  of  Montgomerie  and  Company. 

Q.     Mr.     Newnes ;      A.     Mr.     Sinclair, 
Mar.  25,  1412. 

Haddock,  Mr.  0.  B.  [Lancashire,  Lonsdale] 
Spirits — Plain  Potato  Spirit,  imported  in 
1907,  Mar.  18,  666. 

Hagne 

Price  Court  of  Appeal,  proposed  Establish- 
ment of. 

Oa.     Lord  Ellenborongh,   Mar.   18f 
612. 

Haldane,    Et    Hon.    R.    B-— Secretary    of 
State  for  War  [Haddington] 

Accounts    Department,    Changes   Contem- 
plated in.  Mar.  17,  403. 

Africa,    South — Garrison    Reduction    Pro- 
posaU,  Mar.  17,  402  ;   Mar.  19,  864. 

Annual  Report,  Date  of  Presenting,  Mar. 
16,  179. 

Army  (Annual)  Bill,  Com.,  Mar.  25, 
1436-1438,  1440,  1448,  1460, 
1462-1464,  1171,  1472,  1476- 
1482. 

Copies   available   for   Members,    Mar. 
23,  1076. 

Re-casting,    Necessity    for.    Mar.    25, 
1402. 

Artillery 

Reduction 

Minute  of  Army  Council,  Approv- 
ing, Mar.  19,  846-848. 
Objections   to.  Mar.  19,  839,  842. 

Royal  Field — Commissions  offered  for 
Competition,  Mar.  19,  767. 

Associated  Portland  Cement  Manufacturers* 
Wages  paid  by,  Mar.  24,  1197. 
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Haldane  Et.  Hon.  E.  B.-^cont. 

Auxiliary  Forces,  Allowances  of  Officers 
attending  Schools  of  Instruction,  In- 
come-tax on,  Mar.  19,  770. 

Cadet  Corps  Officers — Eligibility  for  Com- 
missions in  Territorial  Force,  Mar, 
23,  1068. 

Canada,  Riifle  used  by  Forces,  Place  of 
Origin  of.  Mar.  23,  10?1. 

Cloch  Point,  Price  of  War  Office  Land  on 
Re-sale,  Mar.  17,  402. 

Cordite,  Containing  Mercuric  Chloride, 
Decision  as  to.  Mar.  26,  1560. 

Crimean  War  Veterans — Regulations  as  to 
Military  Funeral,  Mar.  26,  1566. 

Duke  of  York's  School  Site — sale  Proposals, 

etc..  Mar.  18,  655. 
Egypt,  British  Garrison,  Strength  of.  Mar. 

19,  854. 

Enfield  Factory,  Apprentices,  Employment 

of.  Mar.  18,  557. 
Enfield  Lock— Case  of  West,  Mar.  19,  766. 

Expeditionary  Force  of  160,000,  men.  Mar. 

19,  840,  853. 
Guns.  Field,  Weight  of.  Mar.  16,  182. 

Hilsea — "  Coach  and  Horses "  Public- 
House,  War  Office  sale  of — Basis  of 
fixing  Reserve  Price,  etc.,  Mar.  16, 
181,182  ;  Mar.  18, 559,  560  ;  Mar.  23, 
1074,  1075,  1076. 

India 

Churches,  use  of,bv  Presbyterians,  etc., 

Mar.  24,  1204. 
Reduction  in  Strength  of,   proposed. 
Mar.  19,  853. 
Indian  Mutiny  Pensions,  System  of  Grant- 
ing, Mar.  23,1011. 

Interpreters — Eligibility  of  Auxiliary  Force 
Officers  for  Grant,  Mar.  17,  407. 

King's  Regulations  and  Rules  of  Procedure, 
Proposals  as  to.  Mar.  13, 10 ;  Mar.  25, 
1402. 

London  Small  Arms  Company,  Wages  paid 
by.  Mar.  25,  1401. 

Manual  of  Military  Law,  Revision  of.  Mar. 
25,  1402. 

Middleburg  Barracks,  Disposal  of,  Mar,  18, 
560,  561. 

Militia 

Adjutants,  Hardship  inflicted  on  by 
Disbandment  Proposals,  Mar.  15, 
559. 

Colours,  Disposal  of.  Mar.  18,  559. 

Fife  Royal  Garrison  Artillery,  Decision 
as  to.  Mar.  26,  1501. 

New  Forest — Manoeuvres,  Proposals  for 
Holding,  Mar.  26,  1559. 

Officers 

Brigade. Majors,  Honorary  Rank  for, 
under  new  Regulations,  Mar.  23, 
1052. 
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Haldane,  Et.  Hon.  E.  B.—<:ont. 

Officers — cont. 

Compulsory  Transfer  from  Reduced 
Regiments,  Mar.  23,  1069. 

Estimate  for  making  good  Deficiency, 
Mar.  23,  1068. 

Pay,  Inadequacy  of.  Mar.  19,  909, 910. 

Royal  Garrison  Artillery,   Promotion 
Grievances,  Mar.  19,  8,%. 
Ordnance    Department,    Wages    of   Civil 
Employees  in  Ireland,  Mar.  16,  167. 

Pensions,  System  of  Paying  by  Boards  of 
Guardians,  Mar.  26,  1662. 

Quartermasters  and  Biding-Masters,  re- 
tired Pay  of,  Mar.  23,  1055  ;  Mar.  26, 
1561. 

Reductions  Effected,   Mar.  19,  864. 

Report  of  Inspector-General  on  Efficiency 

and  Training— Tabling,  Mar.  18,  662; 

Mar.  19,  846-848. 
Reserve  Sergeant-Majors,  Pay  of.  Mar.  24, 

1199. 

Scollans,  C,  Case  of.  Mar.  13,  10. 
Scottish  Horse,  Recruiting  for,  Mar.  23, 
1072. 

Soldiers  Tuberculosus 

Discharges  in  1907,  Mar.  18,  667. 
Proposals  for  Treatment  of.  Mar.  26, 
1558. 

Strength,  Mar.  19,  839. 

Sub-Target  Rifle  Machine,  Trials  of,  Mar- 
26, 1566. 

Territorial  Force 

Artillery 

Armament  with  Modem  Gubb> 
Mar.  19,  862,  853. 

Value  of  in  Time  of  War,  Jfaf. 
19,  838,  844-863. 

Attestation  (Revised)  Form — ^Applic»* 
tion  of  Army  Act,  Mar.  16,  180 ; 
Mar.  25,  1438. 

Attesting  Officer  and  Approving  Officer, 

Definition  of,  Jfor.  18,  661. 
Brigadiers,  Pay  of.  Mar.  18,  661. 

Conditions  of  Enrolment,  Mar.  26, 
1562,  1663. 

County  Associations 

Franking  of  Letters  to  and  from 
Secretaries,  proposed,  ifar. 
19,  767. 


Secretaries 

Pay  of,  Mar. 


23,  1072,  1073. 


Position  of  Ofi&cers  accepting 
Secretaryships,  Mar.  25^ 
1490,  1491. 

Drills  required  in  Training,  Mar.  16, 
179. 

Guns     for — Comparison     with     18- 
pounders,  Mar,  16,  183. 
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[aldane,  Et.  Hon.  £.  'A.—cont, 

Territorial  Force — cont. 

Honorary  Bank,  Conditions  of  Grant- 
ing, Mar.  23,  1052,  1070. 

Officers 

Ck)urses  of  Instruction   open  to. 

Mar.  17,  402. 
Retirement  Regulations,  Mar.  23, 

1065. 

Organisation  of  as  a  Fighting  Force, 
Mar.  19,  840,  841. 

Penalties  in  Respect  to  Enlistments 
Prescribed  by  Act,  Mar.  16,  180. 

Quartermaster-Sergeants  and  Squadron 
Sergeant  -  Majors,  Separation 
Allowances  of.  Mar.  24,  1200. 

Quartermasters,  Promotion  of.  Mar, 
16,  179. 

Regulations,Progress  made  with  Draw- 
ing iup.  Mar.  25,  1402. 

Reserve     Sergeant-Majors,     Pay     of. 

Mar.  13,  3. 
Titles^of    Regiments,    Retention    of, 

Mar.  25,  1402. 

Uniform 

Expense   incurred   by,    Mar.    23, 

1070. 
Walking-out   Dress,    Decision  as 

to.  Mar.  23,  1070. 

Valuej^as  a  Fighting  Force — Opinion 
of  Experts,  Mar.  18,  558 ;    Mar. 
23,  1074. 
Volunteers'  Long  Service  Medal,  Grant  of, 

Mar.  18,  562. 
Woolwich,     Royal     Academy— Wages  of 
Workmen,  Mar.  25,  1403. 

Yeomanry 

Officers — Facilities  for  Attending 
Cavalry  Course,  Mar.  16,  180. 

Rifle — Date  of  Issue,  Mar.  18,  556. 

larboTirs 

[See  Piers  and  Harbours,  and  also  Names 
of  Places.] 

larOOUrt,  Rt.  Hon.  L.—^*rst  Commissioner 
of^Works  [Lancashire,  N.E.,Ros8endaie] 

Agriculturc^Board,  Premises  occupied  by, 
Mar.  24,  119(5. 

Duke^of    York's   School   Site — Sale    Pro- 
posals, etc..  Mar.  IS,  552. 

House  of  Commons 

Ladies*  Gallery,  Improvement  of. 
Mar.  23,  1090. 

Library — Increase  of  Accommodation, 
proposed.  Mar.  76*,  201. 

Press,  Foreign  and  Colonial  Kej)re- 
sentatives,  AccoinnKxlation  for. 
Mar.  24,  1307-1311. 

Law  Courts,  New  Plan  for,     Preparation 
of.  Mar.  25,  1400. 
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I  Harcourt,  Rt.  Hon.  L^—conL 

Marble  Arch  Improvement,  Progress  made 
with  and  Proposals  as  to,  Mar.  19, 
762 ;    Mar.  26,  1573,  1574. 

National  Gallery  Extension,  Materials  used 
for.  Mar.  24,  1216. 

Royal  Scottish  Museum — Danger  of  Fire 
from  Proximity  of  Warehouses,  Mar, 
23,  1098. 

Small  Holdings 

Grant  of  £100,000,  Allocation  of.  Mar. 
17,  421-423,  425,  437,  448. 

Land  offered  to  County  Councils — 
Lindsey  Case,  Mar,  16,  278-280 ; 
Mar.  17,  436,  437. 

Working  of  Act — Financial  Position  of 
County  Councils,  etc.,  Mar.  16, 
288-290,  294,  295;  Mar.  17, 
421, 

Unemployed — Parks,  Payment  for  Work 
in.  Mar.  23,  1089. 

Wakefield  Post  Office  Alterations — Alloca- 
tion of  Contract,  Mar.  24,  1194. 

Zoological  Gardens  Extension — Terms  of 
Granting  Land,  Mar.  19,  784,  785. 

Hardy,  Mr.  G.  A.  [Suffolk,  Stowmarket] 

Army  Quartermasters,  Retired  Pay  of. 
Mar.  23,  1055. 

Hardy,  Mr.  L.  [Kent,  Ashford] 

Black  Scab,  Measures  taken  to  check,  Mar. 
16,  205. 

Butter,  Milk-blended,  Objections  to  Regis- 
tration— Names  aj)proved  by  Board 
of  Agriculture,  Mar.  17,  421. 

Glanders,  Measures  taken  to  check.  Mar. 

16.  264,  265. 

Gooseberrv  Mildew,  Measures  taken  to 
check.  Mar.  10,  265,  266,  269  ;     Mar. 

17,  419,  420,  428. 

Small  Holdings 

Grant  of  £100,000,  Allocation  of. 
Mar.    17,   421. 

Working  of  Act — Financial  Position 
of  County  Councils,  etc..  Mar. 
16,  285 ;  Mar.  17,  421,  422,  423, 
4:^5. 

Hardwicke,  Earl  of 

Coastguard,  Policy  as  to.  Mar.  iSy  519. 

Harlech  Estate 

UMtrim  Hill  Farm,  Acquisition  of. 

Q.s.     Mr.    O'Oowd  ;       As.     Mr.     Hirrell 
Mar.  25,  1428. 


Harmsworth,  Mr.  C.  B.  [Worcester,  Jiroit- 
wichj 

Land  Tax— Charities  and  Friendly  SotMe- 
ties.  Exemption  of,  proposed.  Mar.  16, 
209. 
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Hannswortli,  Mr.  E.  L.  [Caithness] 
Moray  Firth 

**  Bonaigen  "  and    "  Bangkok  "  Case, 

Mar.  17,  397. 
Foreign   Trawlers   reported    (1907-8), 
Mar.  18,  550. 
Scottish  Mail  Arrangements — ^Measures  for 
ensuring  Punctuality,  Mar.  19,  752. 

Harris,  Lord 

Army — Territorial  Force 

Fines  for  Non-attendance  at    Camp, 

Mar.  19,  749. 
Horses,  Supply  of.  Mar.  16, 139, 148. 
Organisation  of.  Mar.  16,  137-139. 

Harrow 

Schools,  Rearrangement  of. 

Q.     Mr.  Gibb  ;   A.     Mr.  MoKenna,  Mar. 
26,  1553. 

Hart-Davies,  Mr.  T.  [Hackney,  N.] 
Army,  Strength  of.  Mar.  19,  830. 
Duke  of  York's  School  Site — Sale  Proposals, 

etc..  Mar.  IS,  552.  555. 
Land  Valuation  Bill,  Proposals  as  to.  Mar- 

19,  792. 
Registration  of  Clubs  (Ireland)  Bill,  2r., 

Mar.  27,  l723. 

Harvey,  Mr.  W.  E.  [Derbyshire,  N.E.] 

Coal    Mines    (Eight    Hours)    Bill — Repre- 
sentations received.  Mar.  24,  1212. 
Registration  of  Clubs  (Ireland)  Bill,  2b., 
Mar.  27,  1740-1744. 

Harwood,  Mr.  G.  [Bolton] 

Consolidated  Fund  (No.  1)  Bill,  2e.,  Mar. 

23,  1169-1171. 

Transvaal  Chinese  Labour — Re-enactment 
of  Ordinance  of  1904-5,  Charges  against 
the  Government,  Mar.  23,  1169-1171. 

Hay,  Mr.  C.  G.  D.  [Shoreditch,  Hoxton] 

All-British  Mail  Route,  Report  on.  Mar.  26, 

1567,  1668. 
Army — Territorial     Force,  Quartermaster- 
Sergeants    and     Squadron  Sergeants- 
Major,  Separation  Allowances  of.  Mar. 

24,  1199,  1200. 

Army  (Annual)  Bill,  Com.,  Mar.  25,  1451, 
1466,   1478,   1481. 

Cabs — Railway  Stations  remaining  closed. 
Mar.  26,  1667. 

Consolidated  Fund  (No.  1)  BiU,  3r.,   Mar. 
•  25,  1482. 

Constabulary,  Supplementary  Estimate  for 
Mar.  18.  716. 

Crown  Agents  for  the  Colonies,  Office 
Administration,  etc. — Proposals  for 
In^iuiry,  Mar.  26,  1563. 

Marble  ^Vich  Improvement,  Sum  allotted 
for.  Mar.  26,  1573. 
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Hay,  Mr.  C.  D.  Q.—cont 

Panama  Canal  Labour   Report,  Date  of 
Presenting,  Mar.  26,  1566. 

Post  Office 

Chief  Medical  Officer,  Duties  and 
Salary  of.  Mar.  18,  660,  662. 

Hobhouse  Committee,  Delay  in  Carry- 
ing out  Recommendations  of. 
Mar.  18,  666-660. 

Mail  Service  Contracts,  Opportunity 
for  Discussing,  Mcnt.  26, 1575. 

Overseers — Hobhouse  Committee  Re- 
commendations^  Mar.  18,  668. 

Post  Office 

Political  Associations,  Regiilations  as 
to.  Mar.  13,  6;  Mar.  16,  198; 
Mar.  18,  709 ;    Mar.  25,  1482. 

Sanitary  and  Constructional  Improve- 
ments, Policy  as  to.  Mar.  18,  659 

Sub-Engineers,  Hobhouse  Committee 
Recommendations,  Mar.  18,  656< 
658. 

Sub-Postmasters,  Improvement  in 
Position  of,  proposed.  Mar.  18, 
669. 

Treasury  Control,  Objections  to,  if  or. 
18,  660. 

Works,  Board  of.  Relations  with,  Mar, 
18,  669,  662. 

Prosecution  of  Offences  (Amendment)  Bill, 
2b.  Mar.  24,  1246. 

Expenses  Resolution,  Mar.  24,  1347, 

1348 ;   Mar.  26,  1608-1610,  1617. 

Science  and  Technology,  Imperial  College 

of.  Estimate  for.  Information  m  to 

Mar.  18,  724. 

Hayden,  Mr.  J.  P.  [Roscommon,  S.] 

Congested  Districts  Board,  Land  Parofaase 
PoUcy  of.  Mar.  18,  640-646. 

Land  Purchase — Sub-division  of  Holdingit 
Applications  for.  Mar.  19,  766. 

Hayes  Estate 

Case  of  P.  Hannigan. 

Q.     Mr.  C.  MacVeigh;   A 

Mar.  17,  411.  :j_ 

Hayti  .jj^ 

British  Warships  in  Vicinity,        ■    ,•, 
Q.     Sir   G.  Parker;    A.      Ml.'    W 

Mar.  16,  210. 
Q.     Sir  G.  Parker ;  ^.     Mr.   1 

son.  Mar.  18,  666. 

Hazleton,  Mr.  R.  [Galway,  N.] 

Education  —  Intermediate      Ftbhiiih*'*' 
Papers,  Standard  of.  Mar.  2^,678^(^1^ 

Headford  Police  Force,  Reason  for  IhcwM' 

ing,  Mar.  13,  8. 

Headford 

Police  Force,  Reason  for  Incr 
Q.     Mr.     Hazleton;      A     Mr. 
Mar.  13,  8. 


Mr.  1^1 
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Mar.  13— Mar.  27, 
Heaton,  llr.  J.  H.  [CaDterbary] 

China — British  Postal  Agencies,  System 
of  administering.  Mar,  26,  1547. 

Blail  SerWcd — Payments  to  France  and 
Italy  for  conveyance  of  Mails, 
Mar,  23,  1068. 
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Segarty  Bftate 

Porohase  of. 

0».     Mr.     Plynn ; 
Mar.   25,   1413. 


As.     Mr.HBirrell, 


lelmiley,  YiloountCYorshire,  N.R.  Thirsk] 
Army 

Cordite  containing  Mercuric  Chloridet 

Decision  as  to,  Mar.  26,  1560. 
Territorial  Force — Conditions  of  En- 
rolment,   Mar.    26,    1563. 
Army  (Annual)  Bill,  Cam.,  Mar.  25,  1480. 
Castle   Morton    Schoolroom,    Use   of   for 
Political    Meeting,    Mar.    26,     1571, 
1572. 

Civil  Service    Estimates,  Date    of   circu- 
lating Memorandum,   Mar.   26,   1700. 

Fodder  and  Litter  Importation  restrictions. 
Mar.   26,   1574. 

Marble   Aroh    Improvement,  Sum  allotted 
for.  Mar.  26,  1573,  1574. 

Broeecntion  of  Ofifences  (Amendment)  Bill, 
2b.,  Mar.  24,  1246. 

Small  Landholders  (Scotland)  Bill,  Rejec 
tion  of — Attitude  of  the  Government, 
Mar.   26,    1579. 


Heme  Bay  Pier  Bill 

c.  2e.*  Mar.  23,   1047. 

Herring  Fishing  (Sootland)  Act  1899 

Section  8,  Extending  Operation  of,  pro- 
posed. 

Q.     Mr.  J.  D.  White  ;    ^ .  Mr.  Sinclair, 
Mar.   18,   549. 

Henokell,  Lord 

Land  Values  (Scotland)  Bill,  2b.,  Mar.  25, 
1353. 

Vatersay,  Island  of — Correspondence  be- 
tween Lady  Cathcart  and  Secretary 
for  Scotland,  Date  of  Tabling,  Mar. 
16,  120. 

Hertfordihire 

Education  Rate  for  1906-7. 
Q.     Mr.    Clough;      A.     Mr.    McKenna, 
Mar.  19,  779. 
Schoolplaoes   and    Attendance   (1904-7). 
Qs.     Mr.  Clough;     As.     Mr.  M-^Kenna, 
Mar.  19,  756,  779. 


Mr.  Birrell,  Mar. 


Uy  Estate 

Gase  of  J.  Brennan. 
Q.     Mr.  Delany;    A. 
16,  207. 


'emmerde,  llr.  E.  0.  [DenbighBhire,  £.] 
Unemployed  Workmen  Bill,  2b.,  Mar.  13. 
64-57. 

endenon*  llr.  A.  [Durham,  Barnard  Castle] 
Eight- Hours  Day — Limitation  by  Law,  pro- 
posed. Mar.   18,   705. 

Unemployed  Workmen  Bill,  2r,  Mar.  13, 
35,  88-92. 

Workmen's  Compensation  Act  —  Cases 
considered  by  Medical  Referees,  Mar. 
19,  775. 

Srbert,  Col.  Sir  I.  [Monmouthshire] 
Territorial     Force — Brigadiers,     Pay     of, 
Mar.  18.  561. 

ftrbert,  Mr.  T.  A.  [Buckinghamshire,  Wy- 
combe] 

Consolidated  Fund  (No.  1)  Bill,  2r.,  Mar. 
23,   1112. 

Law  Courts — Preparation  of  New  Plans, 
Mar.   25,   1400. 

Natal — ^Martial  Law,  C'ontinuance  of,  Mar. 
23,  1076. 
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Heybridg^e 

Postal  Facilities. 
Q.     Mr.  T.  R.  Bethell ;  A.     Mr.  Buxton, 
Mar.  19,  753. 

Hill,  Sir  C.  L.  [Shrewsbury] 

Army  Sub-Target  Rifle  Machine,  Trials 
of,  if  or.   26,   1566. 

Chiromo-Blantyre  Railway,  Proposals  for 
constructing.  Mar.  23,  1050. 

Nyassaland  Native  Labour  Recruitment, 
Mof.  16,  183. 

Hilsea 

"  Coach  and  Horses  "  Public  House,  War 
Office  Sale  of — Basis  of  fixing  Reserve 
Price,  etc. 

Qs.  Mr.  George  Faber,  Mr.  L. 
Jones ;  As.  Mr.  Haldane, 
Mr.  Speaker,  Mar.  16,  180. 
Qs.  Mj.  a.  Lee,  Mr.  L.  Jones,  Mr. 
Bottomley  ;  As.  Mr.  Haldane, 
Mar.  IS,  569. 
Qs.  Mr.  Bottomley,  Mr.  Remnant, 
Mr.  J.  Ward.  Mr.  Lyttelton, 
Mr.  Lupton,  Mr.  A.  S.  Wilson ; 
As.  Mr.  Haldane,  Mr.  Speaker, 
Mar.  23,  1074. 

Hobart,  Sir  S.  [Hants,  New  Forest] 

New  Forest — Army  Manci'uvroR,  Proposals 
for    Holding,    Mar.    26,   If^H,  1569. 

Hogan,  Mr.  M.  [Tipperary,  N.] 

Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  (Ireland) 
Bill,  2r.  Mar.  20,  917. 

Hollesley  Bay 

iSVe  under  Labour  Colonies. 

Holt,  Mr.  S.  D.  [Northumberland,  H 

Ad.ninilty — Co^l  in  Stock,  am'  Work'^be- 
Issued  in  1907-1908,  Mar.  .'and   Private 


Daylight  Saving  Bill,  2r,  Mar.'  ^22. 
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Holt,  Mr.  R.  J>.—cont 

Navy 

*'  Grappler  "    and     "  Robust  "    Tugs* 
Use  for,  Mar.  20,  923. 

"  Yard  Craft  No.  11,"  Speed,  etc..  of, 
Mar.  24,  119G  ;   Mar.  27,  1705. 

Home  Office 

Secretary  of  State — Rt.   Hon.   H.   Glad- 
stone. 
Under-Secretary — Mr.  H.  Samuel. 

Homiman,  Mr.  E.  J.  [Chelsea] 

Marble  Arch  Iiuprovejiient,  Progress  made 
with,  and  Proposals  as  to.  Mar.  19, 
762. 

Hours  of  Labour  Bill 

c.  Order  for  Second  Reading  and  Bill 
Withdrawn,  Mai.  13,  100. 

Hours  of  Labour  (Surfacemen)  Bill 

c.  IB*,  J/ar.  i7,  418. 

Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  (Ireland) 
Bill 

c.  2r,  Mar.  20,  028. 

Housing,  Town  Planning,  etc.,  Bill 

c.  iR*,  Mar.  26,  1590. 
Proposals  as  to. 

Qa.     Sir  J.  Dickson-Poynder,  Mr.  Watt ; 

A8.     Mr.  Burns,  Mar.  16,  196. 
Qa.     Mr.  Morrell,  Mr.   Mackamess,  Mr. 
Vivian ;    As.     Mr.  Burns,  Mar.  23, 
108.3. 

Huddersfield  Water  Bill 

c.  iR*,  Mar.  16,  156. 

Hudson*  Mr.  W.  [Newcastle-on-Tyne] 

Admiralty  Contracts — Wages  paid  by 
Messrs.  Armstrong,  Whitworth  and 
Company,  Mar.  19,  768. 

Hudson  Estate 

Cases  of  Evicted  Tenants,  Decision  in. 
Q.     Mr.  V.  Kennedy;    A.     Mr.  Birrell, 
Mar.  25,  1426. 

Hull  and  Bamsley  Bailway  Bill 

c.  Rep.*  Mar.  25,  1394. 

Hungary 

See  Austria-Hungary. 

Hunt  Mr.  R.  [Shropshire,  Ludlow] 

Army  (Annual)  Bill,  Com.,  Mar.  25, 1457. 

Consolidated  Fund  (No.  1)  Bill,  2r,  Mar. 
23,  1158-1160. 
n  ^tional    Gallery     Extension,     Materials 

A  ^^^^  ^^'^'  ^^^''-  ^^*  ^^^^' 

Inq— Eli  Bath,  Case  of.  Mar,  24,  1199. 

AT  1 1  Atrial  Force  —  Reserve  Sergeants- 
Maroie^  ^ijor.  Pay  of.  Mar.  13,  3 ;  Mar.  24, 
lor,  ...<^ 


52 


Hunt,  Mr.  B.. — ^ont, 

Transvaal  Chinese  Labour — Policy  of  His 
Majesty's  Government,  Mar.  23,  1159. 

Hyde,  Mr.  C.  G.  [Wednesbury] 

Companies  Acts  Consolidation   Bill,  Pro- 
posals as  to.  Mar.  20,  922. 

Imports 

See  Exports  and  Imports. 

Income-Tax 

Bonus,  Assessment  of. 

Q.     Mr.  W.  T.  Wilson ;  A.    Mr.  Asquith, 
Mar,  26, 1664. 
Claim  for  Relief,  Procedure  in  making. 
Q.     Mr.  Whitehead ;    A.     Mr.  Asquith, 
Mar,  19,  793. 
Liquor  Traffic,  see  thcU  tiUe. 


India 


Army 

Churche8,U8e  of,  by  Presbyterians,  etc. 
Qa,  Mr.  Bright,  Sir  J.  Jardine,  Mr. 

Gulland,  Mr.  J.  D.  White,  Mr. 

Smeaton,     Mr.     Laidlaw,    Mr. 

Morton,      Major      Anstmther- 

Gray;     A  a,    Mr.    Morley,  Mr. 

Speaker,  Mar,  18,  662. 
Qa,  Sir  J.  Jardine,  Mr.  J.  D.  White, 

Mr.    Bryce,    Mr.    Cowan,  Mr. 

Laidlaw,    Sir    H.    Craik,  Mr. 

Gulland  ;   As,  Mr.  Moriey,  Mr. 

Haldane,  Mar.  24,  1201. 
Reduction  in  Strength  of,  propofled* 
Oa,  Mr.  LuttreU,  Mar.  19,  830?  Mr. 

Haldane,    863;      Mr.    Ashley. 

870;  Sir  H.  Cotton,  874-877; 

Mr.  Rees,  877-881 ;   Mr.  J.  M. 

Robertson,  882, 884 ;  Bfr.  Wynd- 

ham,  894. 

Strength  of. 
Q,  Mr.  Rees ;  A.  Mr.  Mcvley,  Mv. 

26,  1542. 
Q.  Sir  H.  Cotton ;   A.  Mr.  Morley. 
Mar,  26,  1648. 
Assam  and  Eastern  Bengal  Estate  Sohodi. 
Tabling  Report  on. 
Q,  Mr.  Weir ;  A.  Mr.  Morley,  Mv- 
19,  769. 
Bengal 

Additional  Police  quartered  in  certiis 
Districts. 
Q.  Sir  H.  Cotton ;  A.  Mr.  Morivft 
Mar.  19,  77L 

Chowkidari  Tax,  Proposals  as  to. 
Q.  Mr.  Weir ;  A.  Bfr.  Morley,  Mv- 
19,  768. 
Judicial    and    Execnttve    Fmctiov. 
Scheme  for  Separation  of. 
Q,    Sir   H.    Cotton;    A,  ^^ 
Morley,  Mar.  19, 77a 
Partition      of— Beconsidecatioii    ^ 
Matter,  proposed.    * 
Qa.  Sir  H.  Cotton;   Ai.  V. 
Morley,  Mar.  17, 407. 
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Bikaoir  Thakuis,  Case  oL 

Q.  Dr.  Rutherford  ;  A.  Mr.  Morley,  Mar. 
27,408. 

Bombay  Ecclesiastical  Dispute,  Inquiry 
as  to. 

Q.  Sir  J.  Jardine ;  A.  Mr.  Morley, 
Mar.  U,  1205. 

Canadian    Immigration^  Restrictions    on 
British  Indians. 

Dissemination  of. 

Q.  Mr.  Rees  ;  A.  Mr.  Morley,  Mar. 
26,  1542. 

Vancouver    Case,    see    under    British 
Columbia. 

Companies,  Legislative  Proposals  for  deal- 
ing with. 

Q.  Mr.  Rees  ;  A,  Mr.  Morley,  Mar, 
26,  1542. 

Decentralisation  Commission,  Work  of. 
Q.  Mr.  O'Grady ;    ^.  Mr.  Morley,  Mar. 
18,  566. 

GJovemors,  Leave  of  Absence  of — Amend- 
ment of  Statute,  proposed. 

Os.  Lord  Lamington,  Mar.  17, 
360-365;  386;  Lord  Cross, 
365-368;  Lord  Curzon,  368- 
371,374,390;  Earl  Beauchamp, 
372-375  ;  Earl  of  Cromer,  375- 
377  ;  Lord  Ampthill,  377-381 ; 
Lord  Wenlock,  382 ;  Viscount 
Midleton,  383-386  ;  Earl  of 
Elgin,  386-390. 

Jnllundar  Church,  Use  of,  by  Presbyterians, 
8ee  subheading — Array  Churches. 

Kushtia — Atterapted  Assassination  of  Rev. 
Mr.  Hickinbothara. 

Q.  Mr.  Rees  ;  A.  Mr.  Morlev,  Mar. 
26,  1543. 

Madras  High  Court  Judgeship,  Proposals  for 
Filling. 

Q.  Dr.  Rutherford;   A.  Mr.  Morley, 

Mar.  19,  770. 
Q.  Sir  J.  Jardine  ;    A.  Mr.  Morley, 
Mar.  24,  1204. 

Magistrates,  Nationality  of. 

Q.  Mr.  Rees  ;    ^.  Mr.  Morley,  Mar.  24, 
1192. 

Mymensingh     Disturbances,    Reports    on. 
Q.  Mr.  0*Grady;  A.  Mr.  Morley,  Mar. 

18,  567. 

Q.  Sir  H.  Cotton  ;   A.  Mr.  Morley,  Mar. 

19,  770. 

Orissa  Floods,  Distress  caused  bv. 
Q.  Dr.  Rutherford  ;  A.  Mr.  Modey,  Mar. 
17,  408. 

Punjab  Land  Revenue  Assessments  sinoe 
1855 — Return  Presented,  Mar.  17, 
325,  393. 

Railways 

Chaman-Kuskh  Route,  Length  of. 
Q.  Mr.  J.  D.  White  ;  .4.  Mr.  Morlev, 
Mar.  17,  395. 

Financial  Policy. 

Q.  Mr.  Rees;  A.  Mr.  Morley,  Mar. 
24,  1192. 
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India — cont, 

Sherpur   (or   Meherpur)   Disturbance,   In- 
formation as  to. 

Q.  Mr.   O'Grady:    A.  Mr.  Morley, 
Mar,  18,  566. 
Simla  Municipal  Committee,  Reconstitution 
of. 
Q.   Mr.   Laidlaw ;    A.   Mr,   Morley, 
Mar.  24,  1206. 

Thomasson  College,  Functions  of. 

Q.  Mr.  Rees ;    ^.  Mr.  Morley,  Mar,  24, 
1200. 

Tlnnevelly  Riot,  Information  as  to. 

Q.  Mr.  Rees  ;   ^.  Mr.  Morley,  Mar,    17, 
396. 

Trade  Roads  into  Tibet,  Improvement  of. 
Q.     Mr.  Rees ;     A,    Mr.    Morley,  Mar. 
24, 1200. 

Whipping  Act,  Amendment  of. 

Q.  Sir  H.  Cotton ;   ^.  Mr.  Morley,  Mar. 
18,  566. 

India  Office 

Secretary  of  State — Rt.  Hon.  J.  Morley. 
Under-Secretary — Mr.  C.  E.  H.  Hobhouse. 

Indian  Mutiny 

Pensions,  System  of  Granting. 

Qa.  Mr.  Watt;    As,  Mr.  Haldane,  Mar, 
23,  1071. 

Industrial  and  Reformatory  School 

See  Reformatory  and  Industrial  Schools. 

Industries 

Foreign  Competition,  Effect  of. 
Os.  Mr.  Goulding,  Mar.  24,  1327-1330; 
Mr.  Lloyd-George,  1330,  1334,  1335. 

Infant  Life  Protection 

Report    of   Select    Committee    Presented, 
Mar,  24,  1234. 

Infantile  Ophthalmia 

Procedure  in  Cases  of. 

Q.     Lord    R.    Cecil;     A,     Mr.    Bums, 
Mar.  17,  416. 

Inhabited  House  Duty. 

Method  of  Assessment. 

Q,     Mr.  H.  J.  Craig;   A,     Mr.  Asquith, 
Mar.  24,  1230. 

Inland  Revenue 

Superannuation,  Age  for. 

Q.     Captain  Craig  ;   A.     Mr.  Runciman, 
Mar.  27,  1705. 

Interoceanic  Railway  of  Mexico  BiU 

I.  Rep.*  Mar.  18,  493. 

3r.*  Mar.  23,  993. 
c.   iR.*  Mar.  24,  1185. 

Inverclyde,  Lord 

Navy 

Dockyards — Allocation  of  Work^j^be- 
tween  Government  and  Private 
Yards,  Mar.  18,  521,  522. 
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Inverolyde,  Lord— con/. 

Navy — cent 

Patrol   Duties   in   Out-l3dng   Waters, 
Importance  of,  Mar.  18 f  521. 

Ireland 

Chief   Secretary — Rt.  Hon.  A.  Birrell. 
Lord'LietUenarU — Earl  of  Aberdeen. 
Attomey-Oeneral — Rt.  Hon.  R.  R.  Cherry. 
SoUcUor-Oeneral — ^Mr.  R.  Barry. 

[For  Particular  Places,  Estates,  etc.,  see 
their  Names.] 

Administration,  Cost  of,  etc. 
Os.  Mr.  Kettle,  Mar.  26,  1622-1638; 
Mr.  T.  W.  Russell,  1639-1644; 
Mr.  Long,  1644-1648;  Mr.  Flynn, 
1648-1664  ;  Mr.  Bame,  1664-1667  ; 
Mr.  Mooney,  1658-1661 ;  Mr.  J.  F. 
Mason,  1661 ;  Viscount  Castlereagh, 
1667-1670;  Mr.  T.  P.  O'Connor, 
1670-1675  ;  Mr.  BirrelU  1676-1688  ; 
Mr.  Wyndham,  1688-1693. 

Agriculture  and  Technical  Instruction 
Department,  see  that  tiUe, 

Cattle-driving. 

Os.  Mr.  Tomkinson,  Mar.  17,  464, 
465,  475;  Mr.  Barrie,  467; 
Lord  R.  Cecil,  473-476. 

Cases  reported  in  Returns. 

Q.  Mr.  T.  L.  Corbett;  A.  Mr. 
Biirell,  Mar.  18,  677. 

Trials — Change  of  Venue,  etc. 

Os.  Capt'iin  Craig,  Mar.  17,  461  ; 
Mr.  Cherry,  470,  471. 

Congestion,  Royal  Commission  on — Report, 
etc..  Presented,  Mar.  20,  918  ;  Mar. 
23,  993. 

Constabulary,  see  that  title. 

Crimes  Act,  Re-imposition  of,  proposed. 
Os.     Mr.    Birrell,    Mar.    17,    478,    479; 
Mr.   S.   Wortley,   481  ;    Mr.    Byles, 
482. 

Criminal  Prosecutions,  Supplementary  Vote 
for. 

Os.  Captain  C/aig,  Mar.  17,  457  ; 
Mr.  T.  L.  Corbett,  463;  Mr. 
Barrie,  467  ;  Mr.  Cherry,  472; 
Mr.  A.  S.  Wilson,  477  ;  Mr. 
Birrell,  479-481;  Mr.  Byles, 
482. 

Crown  Jewels,  Loss  of. 

Q.  Captain  Craig ;  A.  Mr.  Birrell, 
Mar.  19,  792. 

Date  of  Dismissal  of  Sir  A.  Vicars. 
Q.     Captain  Craig ;    A.  Mr.  Birrell, 
Mar.  17,  1706. 
Education,  see  that  title. 

Equivalent  Grant,  Allocation  of. 
Os.     Mr.  Kettle,  Mar.  26,  1632. 

Fisheries,  sec  that  title. 

Industries  and  Produce,  Protection  of. 
Qs.     Mr.    Flynn,    Mr.    C.    Craig;     As. 
Mr.  T.  W.  RusHoll,  Mar.  26,  1683. 

Irish  Language,  see  that  title, 
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Ireland— con<. 

Land  Acts,  Land  Commission,  LanciJudge's 
Court,  and  Land  Purchase,  see  those 
titles. 

Law  Courts,  see  that  title. 

Law  and  Justice 

Administration  of. 
Os.  Captain  Craig,  ifor.  27,457-463; 
Mr.  Tomkinson,  464-466 ;  Mr. 
Cherry,  468-472;  Lord  R. 
Cecil,  473,  476;  Mr.  BirreU, 
478  ;   Sir  F.  Banbury,  484-486. 

Cost  of. 
Os.     Mr.  T.  W.  Russell,  Mar.  26, 
1641. 

Long,  Rev.  T.,  Pension  Claims  of. 

Q.    Mr.     Lonsdale;      A.     Mr.     BirreU, 
Mar.  18,  681. 
Maynooth  College 

Lay  Catholics  educated  at. 

Q.     Captain  Craig  ;   A.   Mr.  Birrell, 
Mar.  27,  1709. 

Students  eligible  for. 

Q.     Captain  Craig;    A.   Mr.  Birrell, 
Mar.  19,  791. 
Police,    see    Constabulary    and    Dublin- 
Metropolitan  Police. 

Poor  Law,  see  that  title. 
Roman    Catholic    University — Legislative 
Proposals. 
Q.     Captain  Craig;    A.  Mr.  Birrell, 
Mar.  18,  688. 

Irish  Language 

Teaching  in  Schools. 
Qs.    Mr.  T.  O'Donnell,  Mr.  R.  Duncan; 
As.    Mr.  BirreU,  Mar.  18,  686. 

Irish  National  Schools  (Heating)  Bill 

c  lE.*  Mar.  18,  693. 

Irvine  Estate 

Case  of  J.  F.  McQuade. 
Q.    Mr.      Fetherstonhaugh ;       ^.    Mr. 
Birrell,  Mar.  23,  1062. 

Jamaica 

Excise  Duties  on  Soap  and  Matches. 
Q.    Mr.  Summerbell ;  A.     Mr.  Churchill, 
Mar.  18,  668. 

Property  Tax  Payable. 
Q.    Mr.  Summerbell ;  A.     Mr.  Churchill, 
Mar.  18,  668. 

Japan 

Formosa,  Operations  in. 

Qs.    Mr.  Byles ;    As.     Sir  E.  Grey,  Mr. 
Speaker,  Mar.  24,  1210. 

Jardine,  Sir  J.  [Roxburghshire] 

Foot-and-Mouth  Disease  —  Prohibitory 
Orders  in  Cumberland  against  Scottish 
Cattle,  Mar.  23,  1091. 

House  of  Commons  Accommodation  for 
Foreign  and  Colonial  Press  Representa- 
tives, Mar.  24,  1323. 
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India 

Anny  Churohes,  Use  of  by  Presby- 
teriang,  etc..  Mar,  18,  563,  664, 
665  ;  Mar,  24,  1201,  1204. 

Bombay  Eoolesiastioal  Dispute,  In- 
quiry as  to.  Mar.  24,  1205. 

Madras  High  Court,  Indian  Judge  of. 
Mar,  24.  1204. 

roieey-Ceoil,  Lord  J.  [Llncoloshlre,  Stam- 
ford] 
Militia 

Adjutants,  Hardship  inflicted  on  by 
Disbandment  Proposals,  Mar,  18, 
559. 

Colours,  Disposal  of.  Mar,  18,  569. 

ronet,  Kr.  L.  [Westmoreland,  Appleby] 
Hilsea—"  Coach   and   Horses"       Public- 
house,  War  Office  Sale  of.  Mar,  16, 
181 ;    Mar,  18,  560. 


Furies 

System  of  Summoning — Discontent  in 
Scotland. 

Q,    Mr.  Gulland  ;  A.  Mr.  T.  Shaw, 
Mar,  23,  1054. 

Inyenile  OjBlenders 

Imprisonment  in  Default  of  Fine  in  1906. 
Q.     Mr.  Wedgwood  ;  A.     Mr.  Gladstone, 
Mar.  16,  167. 

Xearley,  Mr.  H.  'E.— Parliamentary  Secre- 
tary to  the  Board  of  Trade  [Devonport] 
All-British  Rail   Route,  Report  on.  Mar. 
26,  1567,  1568. 

Cheap  Trains  Act  1883 — Amendment  Pro- 
posals, Mar.  23,  1082. 

Exports  and  Imports — Statistics  as  to 
Trade  with  Germany  (1898-1907), 
Mar,  16,  171. 

Gambling  .in  Futures,  etc. — Egyptian 
Bourse  Bill  and  American  Anti- 
Option  Bill,  Copies  of,  Mar.  26,  1541. 

Linen — ^Irish  Hand- woven  Damasks,  Mark- 
ing of.  Mar,  16,  195. 

Merchant  Shipping — ^Training  of  Boy  Sea- 
men, Mar,  23,  1082. 

Railways 

Automatic  Couplings,  Trials  of,  Mar. 
26,   1568. 

Irish — Great  Southern  and  Western 
Agreement  to  Scheme  for  Con- 
ciliation Board,  Mar.  26,  1553. 

[ekewich,  Sir  G.  W.  [Exeter] 

Post  Office  Savings  Bank  Second  Division 
Clerks,  Salaries  of,  Mar.  23,  1059. 

UUey,  Mr,  G.  D.  [Manchester,  S.W.] 

Kght- Hours  Day,  Limitation  by  Law, 
proposed.  Mar.  18,  675-681. 
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Kennedy,  Mr.  V.  P.  [Cavan,  W.] 

Army — Case  of  C.  Soollans,  Mar,  13,  9. 
Cavan 

Evicted     Tenants  —  Reinstatements 
effected.  Mar,  18,  587. 

Magistrates,  Appointment  of.  Mar,  18, 
578. 
Hudson  Estate— Cases  of  Evicted  Tenants, 

Mar.  25,  1426. 
Motors,    Irish-owned,   Fees    Payable    for. 

Mar.  23,  1101. 
Neville  Estate— Case  of  E.  Smith,  Mar,  13, 

8. 

Kenyon-Slaney,  Et  Hon.  Col.  W.  [Shrop- 
shire, Newport] 
Agriculture  Board 

Policy  of.  Mar.  16,  239-241. 
Representative     in     the     House     of 
Commons,  Appointment  of,  pro- 
posed. Mar.  16,  238. 
Foot-and-Mouth     Disease 

Hay  and  Straw  imported  from  infected 

Districts,  Mar.  16,  239. 
Rats,  Measures  taken  to  Exterminate, 
Mar.  16,  239. 

Kerry 

Land  Purchase  Policy  in. 
O,     Mr.   T.    0*Donnell,   Mar,   18,   618, 
619. 

Kettle,  Mr.  T.  M.  [Tyrone,  E.] 

Administration   of  Ireland,   Cost  of,  etc.. 

Mar.  26,  1622-1638. 
Constabulary,  Royal  Irish — Expenditure  on 

Pensions,  Mar,  26,  1639. 
Education  Policy,  Mar,  26,  1634,  1635. 
Egypt 

Moustafa    Kamal     Pasha's    Funeral, 

Attendance  of  Students  at.  Mar. 

16,  191. 

School  Sports,  Date  fixed  for  holding. 

Mar.  16,  191. 

Equivalent  Grant,  Allocation  of.  Mar.  26, 

1632. 
Financial  Relations  between  England  and 
Ireland — Report  of  Commission,  Mar, 
26,  1624,  1625. 

Prisons,  Cost  and  Administration  of.  Mar. 
26,  1637. 

Taxation — Irish  Contribution,  over  Taxa- 
tion, et€.,  Mar.  26,  1625-1638. 

Kew  Gardens 

Gardeners,  Rate  of  Pay. 

Qs.     Mr.    Summerbell,    Mar.    16,    251, 
252  :   Mr.  J.  A.  Pease,  257,  258. 

Kilmalogue 

Molloy,  Sergeant,  Marriage  of. 

Q.     Mr.  Delany;    A,     Mr.  Birre  11,  3/ar. 
18,  580. 
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Kimber,  Sir  H,  [Wandsworth] 

Weir    CJharity — Payment    to    Bolingbroke 
Hospital,  Mar.  23,  1066. 

Kingston  Harbour 

Charge  on  Railway  Company  for  using. 
Qs.     Mr.  Clancy,  Mr.  P.  0'  Brien ;    As. 
Mr.  Rimciman,  Mar.  18y  590. 

Correspondence  as  to  calling  of  Steamer  at. 
Qa.     Mr.   J.   Redmond ;      As.     Mr. 
Buxton,  Mar.  16,  208. 

Kirkbnrton 

School 

Facilities  for  Denominational  Teach- 
ing. 
Q.  Mr.  Clough ;  A.  Mr.  Lough, 
Mar.  24,  1217. 
Grant  for,  etc. 
Qa.     Mr.     Lane-Fox,     Mr.     H.     J. 
Wilson ;      As.     Mr.   McKenna, 
Mar.  19,  780. 

Knockanure 

Evicted  Farms,  Purchase  of. 
Q.     Mr.  Flavin  ;  A.  Mr.  Birrell,  Mar.  19, 
757. 

Labour 

Eight- Hours  Day — Limitation  by  Law, 
proposed. 
Os.  Mr.  Clynes,  Mar.  18,  666-675. 
682,  706;  Mr.  Kelley,  675- 
681;  Mr.  Mond,  681-684. 
Mr.  W.  H.  Lever,  684-686; 
Mr.  Macpherson,  687,  688  ;  Mr. 
H.  Cox,  689-692  ;  Mr.  Nicholls, 
692;  Mr.  H.  J.  Wilson,  693; 
Mr.  H.  Samuel,  694-702,  704; 
Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  702-704 ;  Mr. 
A.  Henderson,  705 ;  Sir  F. 
Banbury,  707 ;  Mr.  Lupton, 
707. 

Labour  Colonies 

Funds — Source  of  derivation. 

Q.     Mr.    Court  hope ;      A,     Mr.    Bums, 
Mar.  19,  779. 
Hollesley  Bay 

Accounts,  Information  as  to. 

Qs.     Sir   F.    Channing;      As.     Mr. 
Burns.  Mar.  18,  653. 

Value  of  Improvements. 

Q,     Mr.    Rogers ;     -4.     Mr.    Bums. 

Mar.  23,  1060. 
Q.     Mr.    Alden;      A.     Mr.    Burns, 

Mar.  23,  1085. 

Labourers  (Ireland)  Act 

Working  of  and  Cost  of  administering. 
Os.     Mr.  Birrell,  Mar.  26,  1680. 

Lackanagoneeny 

Creevea  Lands — Inclusion  in  sale. 

Q.     Mr.      O'Shaughnessy ;         A.      Mr. 
Birrell,  Mar.  26,  1541. 

Sale  Proposals. 

Q.     Mr.  Lundon  ;  A,     Mr.  Birrell,  Mar. 
19   792. 
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Laidlaw,  Mr.  E.  [Renfrew  E.] 
India 

Army  Churches,  Use  of  by  Presbyt^ 

ians,  etc..  Mar,  18,  564 ;  Mar.  i 

1202,  1203. 

Simla  Municipal  Committee,  Recons 

tution  of.  Mar.  24,  1206. 

Post    Office   Mail   Service — ^Indian ^Tiit 

table,  Mar.  24,  1215. 
Russia — Arrest  of  Mr.  Luxenburg,  Mar.  ^ 
1079. 

Lamb,  Mr,  E.  H.  [Rochester] 

Naval  Dockyards,  Established  Staff,  D 
cision  as  to.  Mar.  23,  1063. 

Lamberjt*  Mr.  Q^,—Lord  of  the  Admiralt 
[Devon,  S.  Molten] 

Admiralty  Scarves  Contract,  Allocation  o 

Mar.  23, 1066. 
Australian    Naval    Contribution,    Corre; 

pondenoe  as  to.  Mar.  23,  1064. 
Brazil,  Battleships  Building  for.  Mar.  2i 

1066. 
Docks  capable  of  taking  Ships  of  "  Dread 

nought  "  Type,  Provision  of,  Mar.  iJ 

816. 
German  Shipbuilding  Statistics,  Mar.  2i. 

1053. 
Gibraltar,  Admiralty  Works  at,  Mar.  19 

827. 
Good   Conduct   Pay — Cause   for  Increas 

in  Estimate,  Mar.  23,  1067. 
"  Invincible  "  Class,  Contract  for  Buildin 

Mar.  23,  1052. 
Marines,    Royal — ^Proportion    Afloat  ai 

Ashore,  Mar.  23,  1066. 
Obsolete  Vessels  in  the  Kyles  of  Bu 

Mar.  23,  1064,  1066. 

Portsmouth  New  Lock,  Mar.  19,  827. 

Refrigerating      Machinery       in      Sh.i 
Magazines,  Cost  of  Fitting,  Mar. 
178. 

Reserve — Engine-room  Artificers,  Static 
as  to.  Mar.  16,  178. 

Rosyth  Works 

Contract,  Information  as  to,  Mar- 
1066. 

Expediting  Date  of  Completion,   1 

posed.  Mar.  19,  814. 
Policy  as  to.  Mar.  19,  814,  827. 

Shipbuilding  Programme — Date  of  C 
pletion  of  "  Bellerophon,"  "  CoU 
wood,"  and  **^  Superb,",  if  or.  23,  IC 

Signal   Ratings,   Total  Number  of,   « 

Mar.  16,  177. 
Thames  Deep  Water  DookB  near  Loodt 

Provision  of,  proposed,  Mar.  19,  S. 

817,  827. 
Torpedo    Boat    Destroyers— Coostmcti 

Proposals,  Mar,  23^  1067. 

[eaid. 
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bert,  Mr.  Q-cont, 

*orpedo  Manufacture — Transfer  of  Men 
to  Greenock,  Mar.  16,  178. 

Warrant  Officers,  Cause  of  Increase  in 
Estimate  for.  Mar.  23,  1068. 

^rt  Minors  Estate 

ale  Ploposals. 
Q.    Mj.  Duffy;     A.     Mr.  Birrell,  Mar. 
18,  647. 

>t01l,  Mr.  P.  W.  [Durham,  S.E  ] 
xmy  Officers — Compulsory  Transfer  from 
Reduced  Regiments,  Mar.  23,  1069. 

jnny  (Annual)  Bill,  Com.,  Mar.  25,  1464, 
1472. 

eaham  Harbour  Postal  Facilities,  Mar.  26, 
1651. 

mall  Landholders  (Scotland)  Bill,  Re- 
consideration of.  Mar.  23,  1092. 

iLS^n,  Lord 

odian  Governors,  Leave  of  Absence  of — 
Amendment  of  Statute,  proposed. 
Mar.  17,  360-366,  386. 

Favy 

Manoeuvres  of  Combined  Fleets,  Li- 
creasing  Time  for,  proposed.  Mar. 
18,  620,  542. 

Submarines — Value  in  Time  of  War, 
Mar.  18,  620. 

ConuiLissioii  (Ireland) 

for  Particular  Estates,  etc.,  see  their 
Names.] 

ispeotors.  Duties  and  Pay  of. 
Os,     Mr.  Birrell,  Mar.  26,  1681. 

Porohase  (Lreland) 

for  Particular  Estates,  etc.,  see  their 
Names.] 

dvanoes — Return  Presented,  Mar.  25, 
1351,  1396. 

inaiioe — Report  of  Committee  Presented, 
ifar.  2(?,  919 ;  if ar.  25,  994. 

onds  available  for. 

Q,     Sir  T.  Esmonde ;    A.     Mr.  Asquith, 
Mar.  16,  173. 

riginating  Requests  under  Section  3  of 
Act  of  1903. 

Q.     Mr.    T.    O'Donnell;      A.     Mr. 
Birrell,  Mar.  25,  1426. 

tock  Flotation — Date  of  making  State- 
ment. 

Q.     Mr.  Barrie ;    A.     Mr.  Asquith, 
Mar.  23,  1060. 

lb-division  of  Holdings,  Applications  for. 
Q,     Mr.  Hayden  ;   A.     Mr.  Birrell,  Mar. 
19,  766. 

Begifltration 

sottish  System,  Proposals  for  Revision 
of. 

Qs,     Mr.  Rowlands;     As.     Sir  W. 
Robson,  Mar.  16,  171. 


Land  Tax 

Charities  and  Friendly  Societies,  Exemp- 
tion of,  proposed. 

Q.     HkDr.   C.   B.   Harmsworth ;       A. 
Mr.  Asquith,  Mar.  16,  209. 

Land  Transfer  Acts 

Inquiry  into  Working  of. 

Q,     Mr.    G.    Greenwood;      A.     Sir  W» 
Robson.  Mar.  23,  1069. 


Land  Yaluation  BiU 

Proposals  as  to. 

Q.     Mr.  Hart-Davies  ;   A.     Mr.  Asquith^ 
Mar.  19,  792. 


Land  Values  (Scotland)  Bill 

/.  2r.,  Mar.  25,  1353  ;   Mar.  26,  1494, 

Land  and  Property  Transfer  Bill 

I.  iR.*,  Mar.  23,  995. 

Lane-Pox,     Mr.     G.      [Yorkshire,     W.R., 
Barkston  Ash] 

Barwick-in-Elmet  School,  Decision  as  to. 
Mar.  25,  1409. 

Education — School  Building  Grant,  Alloca- 
tion of.  Mar.  25,  1408. 

Kirkburton  Schools,  Grant  for,  etc..  Mar, 

19,  780,  781. 
Science  and  Technology,  Imperial  College 

of.  Estimate  for.  Mar.  18,  724. 

Yorkshire,  West  Riding — School  Places 
sanctioned.  Mar.  19,  782;  Mar.  26, 
1408,  1409. 

Lansdowne,  Marquess  of 

Army 

Artillery — Reductions  effected.  Mar. 
16,  142,  146. 

Reductions  effected.  Mar.  16,  140. 

Report  of  In  spec  tor- General  for  1907 
as  to  Training  and  Efficiency  of 
the  Troops — Tabling,  proposed. 
Mar.  16,  146,  147. 

Reserve,  Strength  of.  Mar.  16,  141. 

Special  Reserve,  Organisation  of. 
Mar.  16,  141,  142. 

Territorial  Force 

Artillery,  Organisation  and  Train* 
ing  of.  Mar.  16,  143-146. 

County  Association  Secretaries, 
Remuneration  of.  Mar.  19, 
746. 

Devonshire,  Late  Duke  of.  Mar.  24  1179- 
1181. 

Land  Values  (Scotland)  Bill  2r.,  Mar 
26,  1505-1515. 

Sunday  Closing  (Shops)  Bill,  2r.,  Mar, 
17.  335-337,  339. 
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Xaimdries 

Hours  of  Labour — Annulment  of  Special 

Order  of  December,  1907,  proposed. 

Os.     Mr.    J.    R.    Macdonald,    Mar, 

24,     1336-1339,     1341;        Mr 

Gladstone,     1340-1346 ;        Mr. 

H.  J.  Tennant,   1344-1346. 

Law,  Mr.  A.  B.  [Camberwell,  Dulwich] 

British     Indians,     Treatment     of    in  the 

Transvaal,  Mar.  23,  1131. 
Consolidated  Fund  (No.  1)  Bill,  2b.,  Mar, 
23,  1126-1133,  1135,  1148.  1149. 

Transvaal,  Chinese  Labour 

Policy  of  His  Majesty's  Government, 
Mar,  23,  1128-1133,  1135,  1148, 
1149. 

Re-enactment  of  Ordinance  of  1904-5 
— Charges  against  the  Govern- 
ment, Mar.  23,  1127. 

Law,  Mr.  H.  A.  [Donegal,  W.] 

Children  Bill,  2r.,  Mar.  24,  1284-1286. 
Congested  Districts  Board 

Funds  Available  for  Work  of.  Mar. 
•    18,587. 

Land  Purchase  Policy,  Mar.  18,  650, 
651. 

Law  Courts 

Irish  High  Court  (Probate  Division) 
Accounts  Presented,  Mar.  26,  1539. 

Plans  foi  New  Courts,  Preparation  of. 
Q.     Mr.   Herbert;      A.     Mr.   Harcourt, 
Mar.  25,  1400. 

Law  of  Distress  Amendment  Bill 

c.  Report  from  Standing  Committee  A. 
Mar.  25,  1432. 

Lea,  Mr.  H.  C.  [St.  Pancras,  E.] 

Cordite  Containing  Mercuric  Chloride, 
Decision  as  to.  Mar.  26,  1560. 

Somers  Town — Rehousing  Proposals  of 
Midland  Railway  Company,  Mar. 
25,  1407,  1403. 

Lead  Poisoning 

Earthenware  and  China,  sec  that  title. 

Leader  Estate 

Untenanted  Lanas,  Purchase  of. 

Q.     Mr.  Flynn;    A.     Mr.  Birrell,  Mar. 
25,  1414. 

Leaky  Estate 

Sale  of. 

Q.     Mr.  Boland ;    A.     Mr.  Birrell,  Mar. 
27,  1709. 

Terms  of  Purchase. 

Q.     Mr.  Boland  ;    A.     Mr.  Birrell,  Mar. 
25,   1429. 

Lee,  Mr.  A.  H.  [Hampshire,  Fareham] 

Army 

Artillery  Reductions,  Objections  to. 
Mar.   19,  832-835. 
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Lea,  Mr.  A.  K.—€oni. 
Aimy—cant. 

Field  Guns,  Weight  of.  Mar.  16,  182. 
Officers 

Royal    Garrison    Artillery— Pro- 
motion  Grievances,  Mar.  19, 
836. 
Shortage,    Causes    of.    Mar.   19, 
835,    836. 
Territorial  Force 

Artillery,   Value   of  in  Time  of 

War,  Mar,  19,  844. 
County    Association    Secretaries, 

Pay  of,  Mar,  23,  1072. 
Guns  for — Comparison  with  18- 
Pounders,  Mar,  16,  183. 

Value    as    a    Fighting    Force- 
Opinion  of  Experts,  Mar.  IS, 
558. 
Canadian  Magazine  Poet,  Success  of,  Mar. 

23,  1087. 
Hilsea— "  Coach  and  Horses  "  Public  House, 
Sale  of,  Mar,  18,  660. 

Navy 

Cordite,  Defective — ^Amount  destroyed 

in  1907,  Mar,  19,  769. 
Docks  capable   of    taking    Ships  of 

"  Dreadnought "  Type,  Vtmaan 

of.  Mar.  19,  818. 
Portsmouth  New  Lock,  Mar,  19,  817. 
Rosyth  Works  Contract,  Informstioo 

as  to,  Mar,  23,  1065. 
Torpedo-boat    Destroyers — CoMt^u^ 

tion  Proposals,  Mar,  23,  1007. 

Leeds  Corporation  Bill 

c.  Rep,*  Mar.  24,  1184. 
Leese,  Sir  J.  P.  [Lancashire,  Aocrington] 
Altham  Church  Rates,  Demand  Note  for 
Payment  of.  Mar,  23,  1064. 

Lehmann,  Mr.  R.  C.   [Leicesterahiw,  Mar- 
ket Harborouffh] 
Natal— Trial  of  Dinizulu,  Mar.  19,  773. 

Leith  Burgh  Bill 

I.  2b.*  Mar.  17,  325. 

Letterkenny 

Labourers'    Cottages    Schemes— Gauie  ^ 
Delay. 
Q.    Mr.    C.    MaoVeigh;      A,   ^^' 
Birrell,  Mar,  23,  1100. 

Lever,  Mr.  A.  L.  [Essex,  Harwich] 

Birch  Small  Holdings,  Notice  as  Ut,  Mo^^ 

18,  574. 
Great  Horkesley  School,  Use  of,  for  Politick 

Meeting,  Mar,  18,  673. 

Lever,  Mr.  W.  H.  fChwhire,  Winrnl] 

Eight   Hours   Day,   Limitation  by  I*w^ 
proposed,  Mar,  18,  e84-6JBa 
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ewii.  Mr.  J.  H.  [Flintshire] 

Birch  Small  Holdings,  Notice  as  to.  Mar. 
18,  574. 

ewiSy  Island  of 

Garloway-Stomoway  Road,  Completion  of. 
Q.    Mr.  Weir;     A.     Mr.  Sinclair,  Mar. 
24,  1219. 

Emigration  to  ^lainland,  Scheme  for. 
Q.    Mr.  Weir;    A,     Mr.  Sinclair,  Mar. 
26,  1679. 
Shftder   Landing   Place   Works,    Date    of 
oommenoing. 

Q.     Mr.   Weir;      A.     Mr.   Sinclair, 
Mar.  16,  204. 

fiOdgersta  Sea  Wall,  Decision  as  to. 

Q9,     Mr.     Weir;        As.     Mr.    Sinclair, 
Mar,  19,  788. 
Tolsta  and  Ness  Road,  Resolution  as  to. 
Q.     Mr.  Weir;     A.     Mr.  Sinclair,  Mar. 
24,  1218. 
Water  Supply,  Proposals  for  Improvement 
of. 

Q9.     Mr.  Weir,  Mr.  Rees ;  As. 
Mr.  Sinclair,  Mar.  16,  205. 

New  Wells  sunk  since  1905. 

Q,     Mr.   Weir;      A.     Mr.   Sinclair, 
Mar.  25,  1399. 

UoeniingBiU 

Clubs,  Provisions  as  to. 
Qa.    Captain    Faber,    Earl    Winterton ; 
As.     Mr.    Gladstone,   Mr.    Speaker, 
Mar.  25,  1406. 

Extension  to  Scotland,  proposed. 
Q.    Sir  B.  Sheffield ;    A.     Mr.  Sinclair, 
Mar.  23,  1095. 

Second  Reading,  Date  of. 
Os.     Earl  Winterton,  Mr.  J.  A.  Pease, 

Mar,  25,1700. 
Qs,     Mr.    Sloan;        As.     Mr.    Asquith, 
Mar.  23,  1103,  1186. 
Statutory      Reduction     of      On-Licences, 
Scale  of. 

Qs.     Mr.  Younger  ;    As.     Mr.  Glad- 
stone. Mar.  16,  194. 

Edeeniiiig  (Consolidation)  Bill 

c.  Intro,  and  1b,  Mar.  24,  1238. 

Ciicensing  (Scotland)  Amendment  BiU 

f.  iB.*  Mar.  26,  1597. 

C-iiiiited  Liability  Acts 

Breweries  and  Distilleries  Registered  under. 
Q.     Mr.     Ridsdale;        .4.     Mr.     Lloyd- 
George,  Mar.  13y  4. 

Lincoln  Corporation  BiU 

c.  Rep.^  Mar.  20,  917. 

tinen 

Irish  Hand-Woven  Damasks,  Marking  of. 
Qs,     Mr.  Lonsdale.  Captain  (Vaiir  ;     Aj* 
Mr.  Keariev,  Mr.  Speaker,  Mar.  16. 
195. 
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Liquor  Traffic 

Child     Customers     served     with     Sealed 
Bottles,  Legality  of. 

Qs.  Captain  Faher ;  As,  Mr. 
Gladstone,  Mar.  25,  1406. 

Compensation 

Amount  of  Annual  Levy. 
Q,     Mr.  Berridge;     A,    Mr.  Glad- 
stone, Mar,  24,  1189. 

Awards  under  Act  of  1904. 

Qs.  Mr.  J.  D.  White,  Mr.  J. 
Ward ;  As.  Mr.  Gladstone,. 
Mar.  24,  1210. 

Funds  Available  for. 

Q.  Mr.  Verney;  A,  Mr.  Glad- 
stone.  Mar,  25,  1400. 

Method  of  Calculating. 

Q.     Mr.    Mackamess ;  A.     Mr. 

Asquith,  Mar.  26,  1592. 

Non-Renewal  of  Licences  in  London. 
Q,     Mr.  J.   D.   White;        A,     Mr. 
Gladstone,  Mar,  16,  192. 

Income-Tax,  Basis  of  Assessing. 

Q,     Mr.  George  Faber  ;    A .  Mr.  Asquith,. 
Mar.  23,  1102. 

Ofifences  by  Licensed  Victuallers  in  1907. 
Q.     Mr.    Bottomley;       A,     Mr.    Glad- 
stone, Mar.  19,  776. 
Public-Houses     owned     by     Government,. 
Sale  of. 

Qs.  Captain  Faber ;  ^.  Mr.  Asquith,. 

Mar.  25,  1403. 
Qs.  Captain  Faber;  As,  Mr.  Asquith, 
Mr.  Speaker,  Mar.  26,  1593  . 

"  Sawyer  Arms  "  (Hertford)  and  **  Queen  ** 
(Codicote),  Compensation  awarded  to. 
Q.     Mr.  Barnard  ;  A,     Mr.  Asquith,. 
Mar.  23,  1062. 

LlaneUy  Ckts  Bill 

/.  Rep,*  Mar,  25,  1349. 

Lloyd-George,  Et.  Hon.  B.-President  of 
the  Board  of  Trade  [Carnarvon,  etc.] 

Australasian  State  Railways,  Information 
as  to,  Mar.  18,  647. 

Bankruptcy  Laws  —  Position  of  Com- 
mercial Travellers,  Mar,  24,  1 189. 

Belgium— Trade  and  Population  (1907V 
Mar.  23,  1048. 

Brussels  (.'ftr])et8,  British  Manufacture  of. 
Mar.  IS,  572. 

Companies  Acts  Consolidation  Bill,  Pro- 
posals as  to.  Mar.  20,  922. 

Kmignition — Scottish  Statistics  for  1907, 
Mar.  16,  102. 

Exports  and  Imports — Statistics  (British 
and  Foreijin)  for  1907.  Mar.  19,  760. 

Industries — Effect  of  Foreign  Competition, 
Mar.  21,  1330,  1334,  13.35. 

Limited  Liability  Acts,  Breweries  and 
Disti  leries  registered  under,  Mar. 
13,4 

[conl. 
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lloyd-George,  Rt.  Hon.  J^.^cont. 

London   Electric   Supply   Bills — Referring 

to  Joint  Committee,  Mar.  17 ,  489. 
Railways 

Cargo  Men,  etc. — Inclusion  in  Scope 
of  Conciliation  Board,  Mar,  18, 
571. 

District— rPosting  of  Notice  as  to 
what  to  do  in  Case  of  Fire,  pro- 
posed. Mar,  17,  399. 

Tickets,  Printing  Amount  of  Fare  on, 
proposed,  Mar.  19 j  761. 

Spirits,  Plain  Potato,  Imported  in  1907, 
Mar.  18,  555. 

Unemployed 

Statistics,  Mar.  24,  1333,  1334. 

Tariff  Reform  as  a  Remedy  for 
Unemployment,  Mar.  24,  1334. 

United  States — New  York  Unemployed 
Out-of-Work  Benefit  System,  Mar. 
18,  572. 

Loan  Fund  Board,  Ireland 

Report  (1907)  Presented,  Mar.  19,  734, 
752. 

Local  Authorities  (Admission  of  the  Press) 
BiU 

c.  2r.*  Mar.  16,  323. 

Local  Government  (Ireland)  Provisional 
Orders  (No.  1)  BiU 

/.  iR.*  Mar.  25,  1350. 

Local  Loans  Fund 

Accounts,  etc..  Presented,  Mar.  16,  160 ; 
Mar.  17,  325. 

Local  Taxation 

See  under  Taxation. 

Loch  Long 

Torpedo  Range,  Establishment  of. 

Qs.     Lord   Tweedmouth,   Mar,    18, 
536. 

Negotiations  for  Land. 

Q.     Mr.   G.    Roberts;    A.     yii.   E. 
Robertson,  Mar,  24,  1198. 

Lockwood,  Et.  Hon.  Lt.Col.  A.    [Essex, 
Epping] 

Soldiers,  Tuberculous,  Proposals  for  Treat- 
ment of.  Mar.  26,  1558. 

London  County  Council  (Tramways  and 
Improvements)  Bill 

I.  Report  from  Select  Committee,  Mar.  19, 
733. 
3r.*  Mar,  24,  1177. 
c.  iR.*  Mar.  2o,  1395. 

London  Electric  Supply  Bilh 

Referring  to  Joint  roinmiilco,  proposed, 
Mnr.  IS,  493. 

Oh.     Mr.    Lloyd-(  Joorge,    Mar.    17, 

489. 
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London  Paving  Expenses  Bill 

Cause  for  Introducing. 

Q.     Mr.  J.  D.  White;    A.     Mr.  Bums, 
Mar.  13,  6. 

London  United  Tramways  Bill 

c.  iB.*  Mar,  19,  761. 

Londonderry,  Marquess  of 

Charitable  Trusts — Administration  by 
Board  of  Education,  Mar,  23,  1045. 

Education — School  Building  Grant,  Mar. 
23,  1042,  1044. 

Garforth  School  Re-organisation  Scheme- 
Action  of  Board  of  Education,  Mar.  2S, 
1045. 

Roads,  Grant-in-aid  to  County  Counoib  for 
Maintenance  of,  proposed.  Mar.  17, 
363-356. 

Territorial  Force  Guns,  Distribution  of, 
Mar,  16,  116. 

Long,  Et.  Hon.  W.  H.  [Dublin,  S.] 

Administration  of  Ireland,  Cost  of,  rtc., 

Mar.  26,  1644-1648. 
Congested  Districts  Board,  Land  Purchase, 

PoUcy  of.  Mar,  18,  637-640. 
Constabulary,  Royal  Irish,  Cost  of,  Uv. 

26,  1646 ; 

Glenahiery  Explosion,  Maareh  25,  1423. 

Markets  in  Rural  Districts,  Control  of— 
Legislative  Proposals,  Mar.  16, 197. 

Unemployed  Workmen  Kll,  2b.,  Mar,  lii 
77-86. 

Long  Askton  Cliarity  Bill 

c.  iR.*  Mar.  19,  797. 

Lonsdale,  Mr.  J.  B.  [Armagh,  Mid.] 

Belfast  Telegraph  Delays,  Cause  of,  i^*'- 

23,  1102. 
Constabulary   Pay,  etc. — ^Legislative  Pw* 

posals.  Mar,  25, 1427. 
Dublin  Registration  Forms,  Irregularity  >> 

of  Filling  up.  Mar.  25,  1423,  142i 
Glenhiery  Outrage 

Blasting  Powder,  etc..  Police  Knowledge 

Purchase  of.  Mar,  23,  1097. 
Jennings,  Coimty  Inspector,  Report* 

of,  Mar,  25,  1421,  1423. 
Reports  by  Police,  Cause  for  Non-p^^* 
duction  of,  etc.  Mar.  18, 682, 585, 
686. 
Report  of  District  Ihspeotor  Preiton» 
Mar.  25,  1416,  1420. 
Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  (IreUnd) 

Bill,  2E.,  Mar,  20,  946-»54,  962. 
linen — ^Irish  Hand- woven  Damasks,  MsT"^* 

ing  of,  Mar,  16,  196. 
Lona,  Kcv.  T.,  Pension  Claims  of,  Mor-  ^^' 
581. 


.186.] 
Chamberlain 

i8C€UfU  Althorp, 
Chancellor 

nd  Lorebum. 

Chief  Justice 

ord  Alvef stone, 

Oreat  Chamberlain 

farquess  of  Chdmonddey. 

Lieutenant  of  Ireland 

arl  of  Aberdeen, 

President  of  the  Council 

'arl  Crewe. 

Privy  Seal 

farquess  of  Ripon. 

bum.  Lord — Lord  Chaiicellor. 

oanty  Courts  Bill,  Intro.,  Mar.  24,  1178. 

And  Values  (Scotland)  Bill,  2r.,  Mar.  25, 
1375-1384;      Mar.   26,   1608. 

Official  Secrets  Bill,  1e.,  Mar.  16,  104. 

mall  Holdings,  Experimental,  Grants 
for.  Mar.  16,  HI. 

)ries  and  Advertisements 

AW  as  to  Joint  Committee  of  Inquiry 
appointed.  Mar.  20.  992, ;  Mar.  23, 
W4;     Mar.  25,  1432. 

rh,    Mr.  T. — Parliamentary    Secretary 
Board  of  Edueation  [Islington,  W.] 

Cirkburton  School — Facilities  for  Deno- 
minational Teaching,  Mar.  24,  1217. 

(cience  and  Technology,  Imperial  College 

of.  Estimate  for.  Mar.   18,  719,  720, 

726. 
k>nth      Kensington     College    of    Science 

Grant,  Distribution  of,  Mar.  18,  720, 

721. 

at,  Lord 

Army 

Reductions  effected.   Mar.  16,   136. 
Territorial    Force 

Mobilisation,   Scheme    of.    Mar. 

16,    134. 
Organisation   of.    Mar.    16,    134- 
137. 

ther,  Et.  Hon.  T.  W.—lFor  Euiings  of 

Speaker,  see  titles  Speaker  nnl  Ques- 
tions.] 

18,  Lord 

Army 

Expeditionary  Force  of  160,000  Men, 
Mar.   16,   122,    124,    154. 

Reductions   effected,    Mar.    10,    121- 
124. 
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Lucas,  Lord— c<m^. 
Army — cont. 

Strength  of,  Mar,  16,  121-124. 

Territorial  Force  Artillery,  Organisa- 
tion and  Training  of,  Mar.  16, 
125-127. 

Lunacy 

Edinburgh    District    Asylum    (Bangor) — 
Rules  Presented,  Mar.  26,  1494,  1539. 

Married    Lunatics,    Statistics    as    to    and 
Facilities   for   Divorce. 

Q.     Mr.  Dunn ;     A.     Mr.  Asquith, 
Mar.  17,  403. 

Lundon,  Mr.  W.  [Limerick,  E.] 
Gascoigne   Estate 

Evictions,  Police  Action  in.  Mar.  24, 

1227. 
Sale  Proposals,   Mar.  24,   1227. 

Lackanagoneeny  Estate  Sale  Proposals, 
Mar.  19,  792. 

Mulcair  Estate,  Purchase  of,  proposed, 
Mar.  17,  417. 

Lupton,  Mr.  A.  [Lincolnshire,  Sleaford] 

Cattle — Effect  of  Sea  Voyage  on  Tuberculin 
Test,  Mar.  16,  203. 

Eight-Hours  Day — Limitation  by  Law 
proposed.  Mar.  18,  101. 

Hilsea — *'  Coach  and  Horses,"  Sale  of. 
Mar.   23,    1076. 

Rosyth,  Policy  as  to.  Mar.  19,  819-824. 

Thames 

Deep-Water  Docks  near  London,  Pro- 
vision of,  proposed.  Mar,  19, 
818. 

Luttrell,  Mr.  H.  F.  [Devon,  Tavistock] 

Africa,  South — Reduction  of  Garrison, 
proposed.  Mar.  19,  829. 

Army 

Expeditionary  Force  of  160,0(M>  Men, 
Mar.  19,  828. 

Strength  of.  Mar.  19,  828. 
Army  Estimates — Allocation  of  Time  for 
Discussion,  Mar.  16,  210. 

Indian  Army,  Reduction  in  Strength  of, 
proposed.  Mar.  19,  830. 

Lyell,  MrC.H.  [Dorset,  E.] 

Traction  Engines — Regulation  of  Traffic 
on  Roads,  Mar.  19,  778. 

Lyttelton,  Rt.  Hon.  A.    [St.  George's  Han- 
over S(|uare] 

China —  Hsinmintun-Fakumen  Railway, 
Ja])anese  Right  to  Veto,  Mar.  24,  1191, 

Consolidated  Fund  (Xo.  I)  Bill,  2r.,  Mar. 
2:1  1104-1  IK),  1125,  1137,  1145, 
1147,   11  (-.2. 

Hil.sea — "  Coach  and  Horses,"  kSale  of. 
Mar.    '23,    lOTo. 

[coy\t. 
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Lyttelton,  Rt.  Hon.  K—cont, 

New  Hebrides,  Native  Labour  Convention, 
Mar,  23,  1104.  | 

Transvaal  Chinese  Labour  | 

Blue-books,  Lack  of  Information  in, 
Mar.  23,  1114,  1116. 

Policy  of  His  Majesty's  Government, 
3far.  ;?^,  1105-1116.  | 

Re-enactment  of  Ordinance  of  1904-5 

— Charges  against  the  Government, 

Mar.  2S,  1105,  1109-1116,  1147. 

McArtlmr,  Mr.  C.  [Liverpool,  Kirkdale]        I 

Coal    Mines    (Eight   Hours)    Bill — Second  1 

Reading,    Date   of  taking.    Mar,   24,  \ 

1213.  j 

Merchant  Shipping — Boy   Seamen,   Train-  ( 
ing  of.  Mar,  28,  1082. 

McCrae,  Mr.  G.  [Edinburgh,  E.] 

Army  (Annual)  Bill,  C<m„  Mar.  25,  1435. 
Education   (Scotland)   Bill — Proposals   for 
Litroduction,  Mar.  25,  1432. 

Small  Landholders  (Scotland)  Bill — 
Gk)vemment  Proposals,  Mar,  18,  691. 

Macdonald,  Mr.  J.  A.  M.  [Falkirk  Burghs] 
Falkirk    Postal    Telegraphists,     Pay    of. 
Mar.  16,  198. 

Macdonald,  Mr.  J.  S.  [Leicester] 

Factories  and  Workshops  Inspectors. 

Prosecutions  undertaken  by.  Mar.  17, 
414. 

Returns  as  to  Work  of,  Mar.  17,  414, 
415. 

House  of  Commons  Ladies  Gallery,  Im- 
provement of,  Mar.  23,  1090. 

Laundries*  Hours  of  Labour — Annulment 
of  Special  Order  of  December,  1907, 
proposed,  Mar.  24,  1336,  1341. 

Science  and  Technology  Imperial  College 
of — Governing  Body,  Mar.  26,  1572. 

Unemployed  Workmen  Bill,  2b.,  Mar,  13, 
19-28,  72. 

McHngh,  Mr.  P.  A.  [Sligo,  N.] 

National  School  Teachers — Pension  System, 
Mar.  16,  173. 

Mackamess,   Mr.  F.   C.    [Berkshire,  New- 
bury] 
Consolidated  Fund  (No.  1)  Bill.   2r.,  Mar, 
23,  1115,  1116,  1142.  1143,  1152. 

Defence  of  the  Empire — Understanding 
with  Foreign  Powers,  as  to  Force  to  be 
Maintained,  Mar.  24,  1210. 

Housing  Bill,   Proposals  as  to,   Mar.   23, 

1083. 
Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  (Ireland) 

Bill,  2r.,  Mar.  20,  971. 

Liquor  Traffic  Compensation,  Method  of 
Calculating,  Mar.  26,  1592. 

Natal— Trial  of  Dinizulu,  Mar.  16,  180. 

Rosyth,  Policy  as  to,  Mar.  19,  808. 
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Maokamess,  Mr.  F.  Q.—ewu. 

Transvaal  Chinese  Labour 

Re-enactment  of  Ordinance  of  1904-5 
-^—Charges  against  the  Govern- 
ment, Mar.  23,  1116,  1116,  1142, 
1162. 

Repatriations  in  February,  Mar.  26, 
1566. 

Sick  Men  repatriated.  Mar,  26,  1564. 
1665. 

McKean,  Mr.  J.  [Monaghan,  S.] 

Cootehill  Labourers*  Cottages,  Site  for. 
Mar.  26,  1689. 

McKenna,  St.  Hon.  S. — President   Board  of 
Editcation  [Monmouth,  N.] 

Aberdare  Education  Authority — Power  t<^ 
dismiss  Female  Married  Teachers, 
Mar.  20,  921. 

Barwick-in-Elmet  School  Accommodation, 
Mar.  19,  782,  783;    Mar.  25,  1409. 

Burford  Grammar  School,  Religioos  In- 
struction in,  Mar,  25,  1411,  1412. 

Castle  Morton  Schoolroom,  Use  of,  for 
Political  Meeting.  Mar,  26,  1671, 1572 

Education  (Provision  of  Meals)  Act. 

Failure  to  Adopt,  Mar.  18,  674. 

Local  Authorities  adopting.  Mar,  25, 

1399. 
Elementary     Education     (England    and 

Wales)  Bill 
Attendance,  Computation  of.  Mar.  16f 

200. 
London  Contracted-out  Schools,  Grant* 

for.  Mar.  19,  783,  784. 

London     County     Council     Syllabw 
(Order     116-1),     Circulation  of. 
Mar.  25,  1410. 
Qardening    Grant,    Number    of    Scboolt 

earning.  Mar.  17,  400. 
Grantham  School  Dispute,  Mair.  19,  763. 
Grants 

Children  under  Five,  Payment  on 
Account  of,  Mar.l8,65h 

Number  in  1907-8  under  new  Scheme, 

Memorandum  as  to.  Mar.  18,  SSfi, 

Great  Horkosley  School,  Use  of,  for  Politic*' 

Meeting,  Mar.  18,  673. 
Harrov  Schools,  Re-arrangement  of,  Mof* 

26,  1654. 
Hertfordshire 

Rate  for  1906-7,  Mar.  19,  780. 

School- places  and  Attendance  (1904-7)» 
Mar.  19,  766,  779. 
Kirkburton  Schools,  Grant  for,  etc.,  ^^' 

19,  780,  781. 
Medical  Inspection  in  Ireland,  Grant  ioh 

Mar.  26,  1672. 
Provided  Schools— Number   awaiting  Ap- 

nroval.  Mar.  16,  199,  200. 
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f eXenna,  St  Hon.  R—eont, 

Roystoii  School— Case  of  Mr.  O.  B.  Milne, 
Jfar.  17,  417  ;   Mar.  23,  1090. 

School  Building  Grant.  Allocation  of.  Mar, 
25,  1408. 

Science  and  Technology,  Imperial  College 
of— Governing  Body,  Mar,  26,  1572. 

Swansea  Education  Dispute — Reply  to 
Letter  of  10th  Feb.,  etc.,  Mar,  16,  200; 
Mar.  23,  1091. 

Teachers 

Registration  Council,  Proposals  for, 
Mar,  25,  1410,  1411;  Mar,  26, 
1573. 

Superannuated,    Information    as    to. 
Mar,  23,  1091. 
Training    Colleges — Religious  Instruction 

Provided  by  London  County  Council, 

Mar,  20,  921. 

Voluntary  Schools.  Repair  of — Expendi- 
ture in  London.  Mar,  19,  753. 

Yorkshire,  West  Riding — School-places 
sanctioned,  Mar,  19,  781,  782  ;  Mar, 
25,  1409. 

lUTAy      Dr.     T,     J. — Parliamentary 
^ecreiary.     Local      Oovernment      Board 
[CamberweU,  N.] 

Consolidated  Fund  (No.  1)  Bill,  2b.,  Mar, 
23,  1148-1150. 

Denmark — Case   of  A.   Polsen,    Mar,   26, 

1570. 
Scarlet    Fever    Inquiry,    Decision    as    to, 

Mar,  26,  1569. 

Transvaal  Chinese  Labour — Policy  of  His 
Majesty's  Government,  Mar,  23, 
I14S-1160. 

beVeffl,  Kr.  J.  0.  S.  [Don^ai,  s.] 

Biiiyshwnon  Constabulary  Barracks,  Ac- 
commodation in.  Mar,  25»  1424. 

House  of  Commons  Accommodation  for 
Foreign  and  Colonial  Press  Repre- 
sentatives, Mar.  24,  1318-1321. 

Natal— Speech    of    Mr.    Moore,    Mar.    24, 

12JS,  1209. 
Savings  Bank  Investments — Cost  Price,  etc. 

Mar,  24,  122). 

[aeplMrSOn,  Kr.  J.  T.  [Preston] 

Bight-Hours  Day,  Fjimitation  by  Law, 
proposed.  Mar.  IS,  087,  688. 

lacVeagh,  Mr.  J.  [Down,  s.] 

Registration  of  Clubs  (Ireland)  Bill,  2r., 
Mar,  27,  1742-1744. 

IcVeigh,  Mr.  C.  [Donegal,  E.] 

Hayes  Estate — Case  of  P.  Hannigan,  Mar. 

17,  417. 
Letterkenny  Labo:irors'  Cottager  Schenies, 

Cause  of  Del  ly.  Mm.  23,  1100. 


Madagascar 

Native  Labour  Recruitment  Proposals. 
Q.     Sir  G.  Parker ;     A.     Mr.  Churchill, 
Mar.  16,  190. 

Maddison,  Mr.  F.  [Burnley] 

House  of  Commons  Accommodation  for 
Foreign  and  Colonial  Press  Representa- 
tives, Mar.  24,  1305-1307. 

PoU  Office  Regulations  as  to  Political 
Orgrniflsitions,  Mar.  16,  313. 

Railway  Automatic  Couplings,  Trials  of, 
Mar.  26,  1568. 

Unemployed  Workmen  Bill,  2r.,  Mar,  13, 
2S-36.  44.  81. 

Madras  Railway  Company  (Annuities) 
Bill 

I.  2r.*  Mar.  16,  101. 

Rep.*  Mar.  IS,  493. 

3b.*  Mar.  S3,  993. 
Royal  Assent,  Mar.  27,  1701. 

Magnus,  Sir  P.  [London  University] 

Teicheri*  Registration  Council,  Proposals 
for,  Mar.  26,  1411. 

MaUett,  Mr.  C.  E.  [Plymouth] 

Navy 

Grood  Conduct  Pay — Cause  for  Increase 
in  Estimate,  Mar.  23,  1067. 

Plain  Clothes,   Privilege  of  Wearing, 
Mar.  17,  406. 

Warrant  Officers,  Cause  of  Increase  in 
Esti  nate  for.  Mar.  23,  1067. 

Malta 

Garrison,  Strength  of. 

08.     Mr.  Ashley,  Mar.  19,  871,  872. 


Malta  Fever 

Decr»3a8e  in. 

Os.     Earl  Cawtlor,  Mar.  IS,  497  i 
Tweed  mouth,    526. 


Lord 


Ralorm    Proposils — ( 'orresponrlenoe    with  ■ 
Turkey,  Presented,  Mar,  27,  1703.      I 

iTOL  CLXXXVI.  [Fourth  Seru^^,] 


Mar  and  Kellie,  Earl  of 

Land    Values    (Scotland)    Bill,    2r.,    Mar. 
26,  1404-1499. 

Marble  Arch  Improvement 

Progress    m  ide    with    and    Propasals    as 
to. 

Q.     Mr.        !lorniman;  A.     Mr. 

Harcoiiri,    Mar.   19,   762. 

Sum  allotted  for. 

Q.i.     .Mr.  Hav.  Viscount  Helmslcy ;    An. 
Mr.  HarVonrt,  Mar.  26,  1573. 

Marines,  Royal 

Proportion  Afloat  and  Ashore. 
Q^.     Mr.    Bellnirs ;     A'*.     Mr.   Lambert, 
Mar.  23,  1065. 

Go  3  T 
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Markets 

Control  of  in  Rural  Districts — Legislative 
Proposals. 

Qs.     Mr.  W.  Long,  Mr.  J.  C.  Wason  ; 
.4.^.     Mr.  B  irns.  Mar.  10,  197. 

Scottish — Provision  of  Weighing?  Machines. 
Q.     Mr.  Morion ;    .4.     Mr.  Sinclair, 
Mnr.  19,  780. 

Marks,  Mr.  C.  [Cornwall,  Launcestoii] 

Parliainontarv  Elections  (Disqualiiication 
Removal)  Rill  2r.,  Mar.  '27,  1749, 
1751. 

Mamham,  Mr.  F.  J.  [Smrey.  Chei-tsty] 

Parliamentary  Eleetiors  (Disqualificaticn 
Removal)  Bill,  'Jr.  Mar.  27,  1747- 
1749. 


Marriages 

Si'otlan;! — Report     l*rosente,l.     Mar. 
1703. 


Merchant  Shipping 

Boy  Seamon,  Training  of — Adoption  of 
C!ommittee  Recommendations. 

Q.  Mr.  C.  :McArthur ;  -4.  Mr.  Kearlev. 
Mar,  23,  1082. 

Merchant  Shipping  Act 

Deserters  from  Roumanian  Ships,  Applica- 
tion to — Orders  in  Council  Presented. 
Mar,  16,  103,  158. 

Merthyr  Tydvil  Corporation  Bill 

/.  Report  from  Select  Committee,  Mar. 
24,  1177. 

Metropolitan  Cattle  Market 

Accounts  (1907)  Presented,  Mar.  20,  JUS: 
Mar,  23,  994. 


Marshall  Estate 

Sale  of. 

Q,     Mr.  T.  O'Donnell;    A.     .Mr.  Birrell, 
Mnr.  24,  I'i-iO. 

Valuation  of. 
Q.     Mr.  T.  O'Donnell:    .4.     Mr.  Birrell, 
Mar.  IS,  r^Sil 

Mason,  Mr.  J.  F.  iWi-  ilso?  ] 

Administration  of  IrolaTi ' 
Mar.  26,  iruU. 

Agriculture  Board  Policy,  Mar.  16,  '247. 

ililk  Supplv — lAVislative  Proi.K>sals,  Mar. 
16,  iMti. 

Suiall  Holdings  Act 

Working  of — Financial  Position  of 
Count v  CouuciU.  etc..  Mar.  17, 
4:U). 

Swine  Fever  St.itistiis.  M'lr.  16,  '2-ii\, 

Taxation,  Irish  Conirihution — Over-Taxa- 
ti<»n.  etc..  Mar.  26,  UHi:»-Uit>4. 

Wheat — Improvement  of  British  Gro\*Ti 
WJ.eat,  Mar.  16,  lM7. 

Mastennan,  Mr  C.  F.  G.  [West  Ham,  N.j 

I'nomplovi' 1  Workmen  Hil'.  'Jr.,  Mar, 
13,  fi». 

Medical  Council 

iJeneral  and  Branch  e\unils,  etc. — 
Aovounts  tHH)7)  l*rt^stMittV..  Mar,  20, 
iHS:    M'.ir.  2k  i»lU. 

Melbourne  [l>whyshire] 

i^H«>olH'iTy  MiUv»\v  Or\»r,  OjK'ration  of. 


7^   Midleton,  Viscount 

Army 

Artillery  Reductions — Tabling  Minute 
of  Army  Council  proro;ed,  Mnr. 
16,  153. 

Expeditionary  Force  of  160,000  Men, 
Mar,  16,  154, 

Reductions  Effected,  Jiar,  16,  152. 
Indian  Governors,  Leave  of  Absence  of— 
Amendment     of     Statute     proposed, 
Mar.  17,  383-380. 

Cost  of,  etc..  Mile  End 

I  Old    Town— -Report    (Administration  of 

Guardians)  Presented,  Mar,  25,  1350. 
1396. 

Militia 

Adjutants,    Hardships    inflicted    on    by 
Disbandment  Proposals. 
Q,     IokI  J.  Joieey-Cecil ;   A.   Mr. 
Haldane,  Mar.  28,  559. 
Colours,  Di>>po^  of. 
!  Q,     Lord    J.    Joicey-Cecil ;       A.   Mr. 

Haldane,  Mar.  28,  559. 

Fife  Royal  Garrison  Artillezy,  Decision  u 
to. 
Qs.     Major    Anstrather-Gray,  Mr. 
Amold-Forster ;   As.  Au.  Hal- 
dane, Mar.  26,  1561. 

Non-Training   Bounty   for   Hen  of  Di^ 
banded  Battalicms. 
Or.    Dulw   of   Bedtod,   Mar.  t9, 
736;  Earl  of  Pdrtanootii,  73!i- 


Mr.     R.iphaol: 
IVase.  Mar.  !9, 


A. 


Mr.    J.    A. 


Menzies.  Mr,  W-  ILmmtk,  s.] 

Ki>I'.orio'«,  Scottish 

A<-t'ssiMe  Rental*  and  LegislatiTe 
Proposals,  Mar.  24,  1192, 1193. 

Lec'.-l.itivo  Measures,  Oovenunent 
Att;i;L!e  towanls.  Mar.  24^  1222. 

CO 


Milk  Supply 

Legislative  Proposals. 
fh,    Mr.  J.   F.  Mason,  Jiar.  26,  24«''  • 
Mr.  C.  Warner,  247. 

"Minota" 

Looting  of,  at  TalagL 
Q.    Mr,    FeU;     A.    Mr.  J.  A.  Pto.*^ 
Mar.  27,4:11. 

MitchM^rknum.   Mr.  W.  J.  [Una^ 

Ar  .ly  (Annul)  Bill.  Oom,,  Jfw.  «  1*^ 
1464w 
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CteheU-Thomson,  Mr.  W.—cont 

Belgiam— Trade  and  Population  (1907), 
Mar,  23,  1048. 

Consolidated  Fund  (No.  1)  Bill,  3b.,  Alar, 
25,  1489. 

Hanlbowline  Works,  Granite  used  for. 
Mar,  26,  1557. 

Royal  Scottish  Museum — Danger  of  Fire 
from  Proximity  of  Warehouses,  Mar. 
23,  1098. 

Russia — Arrest  of  Mr.  Luxenburg,  Mar,  23, 
1078. 

Transvaal  Native  Labour  Recruits  from 
Elsewhere,  Right  of  Acquisition  of 
Land  by.  Mar,  16,  187. 

Vatersay  and  Barra — Disturbances  in 
Barra,  Mar,  23,  1096. 

West  Indies  Agricultural  Department, 
Reduction  of  Grant  to.  Mar,  25,  1489. 

[Ond,  Mr.  W.  [Chester] 

Consolidated  Fund  (No.  1)  Bill,  2r.,  Mar. 
23,  1157. 

Eight-Hours  Day — Limitation  by  l^aw, 
proposed.  Mar.  18,  681-684. 

Transvaal  Chinese  Labour — Policy  of  His 
Majesty's  Government,  Mar.  23,  1157, 
1158. 

loney,  Mr.  L.  0.  C.  [Haddington,  N.] 

Education  (Continuation  Schools)  Bill, 
Intro.   Mar,  24,  1234-1238. 

Moneyle.ideis,  Actions  brought  by,  in'  1907. 
Q,    Mr.    Carr-Gomm ;   '  A.     Mr.    Glad- 
stone,  Mar,  27,  1704. 

licensing  of  Women  Lenders — Gainsford 
Street  Case. 

Q.    Mr.  Carr-Gomm;     A,     Sir  W. 
Robson,  Mar,  26,  1576. 

[ontagra  of  Beaulien,  Lord 
Hoton 

Roads,  Grant-in-Aid  to  County 
Councils  for  Maintenance  of,  pro- 
posed. Mar,  17,  345-349,  359. 

Taxation  and  Legislation,  Proposals 
as  to.  Mar,  17,  345-349. 

Cooney,  Mr.  J.  J.  [Newry] 

Administration  of  Ireland,  (V)st  of,  etc.. 
Mar.  26,  1658-1661. 

Agriculture  Department  Expenditure,  Mar. 
26,  1659-1661. 

Dublin  Registration  Forms,  Irregularity 
in  Filling  up,  .1/ar.  25,  1424. 

Glenahiery  Explosion — Rejwrt  of  District 
Inspector  Prciton,  Mar.  25,  1418. 

Kynoch,  Messrs.,  Penalty  on,  for  Addition 
of  Mercuric  Chloride,  Mar.  16,  104. 

Um%  Mr.  W.  [Armagh,  N.] 

Ibdder  and  Litter — Restrictions  on  Peat- 
mots  Importation,  Mar.  26,  1552. 

CFauUeiy  Explosion — Reports  by  Police, 
Uwr,  18.  683. 


Moray  Firth 

"  Bonaigen  "  and  '*  Bangkok  "  Case. 
Q.     Mr.   R.   L.   Harms  worth ;     A,     Mr. 
Sinclair,  Mar,  17,  397. 

British    Trawlers     Registered   in    Norway 
Representations  as  to. 
Qs.       Mr.      Williamson,      Sir      G. 
Doughty ;      .1 8.     Mr.    Sinclair, 
Mar.  26,  1581. 
Foreign  Trawlers  reported  (1907-8). 
Q.     Mr.  R.  L.   Harms  worth;     A.     Mr. 
Sinclair,  Mar.  18,  550. 

Illegal  Trawling 

Foreign  Trawlers,  Prosecution  of. 
Qa.  Mr.  Weir,  Sir  G.  Doughty, 
Mr.  Morton,  Sir  A.  Bignold, 
Mr.  A.  S.  Wilson,  Mr.  Court- 
hope,  Mr.  Ashley,  Mr.  Watt ; 
As.  Mr.  Sinclair,  Mr.  Speaker, 
Mar.  26,   1570. 

Measures   for  dealing  with — Question 
Postponed. 
08.     Sir  G.  Doughty,  Mar.  19, 
787. 

Sale   of   Fish   Trawled    in — Proix)sals    for 
Legislation. 

Q8.  Mr.  Morton,  Mr.  C.  E.  Price; 
Aa.  Mr.  Sinclair,  Mar.  25, 
1412. 

Morley,  Rt.  Hon.  J.  [Secrrtnnj  of  state  for 
for  India  [Montrose,  Burglis] 

Afghanistan    Boundary    Agreement,    Jfor- 
/.V,  772. 

Army 

Churches,  Use  of,  by  Presbyterians, 
etc..  Mar.  18,  5(vt,  5()5 ;  Mar,  24, 
1203,  1204. 

Stren^Tth  of.  Mar.  26,  1542,  1548. 

Assam  and  Easleni  ikn>;;»i  Estate  Schools, 
Tabling  Report  on.  Mar.  19,  759. 

Bengal 

Additional  Police  Quartered  in  Dertain 
Districts,  Mar.  19.  771,  772. 

Chowicidari  Tax,  Proi)Osal8  as  to. 
Mar.  19,  758. 

Judicial  and  Exc(uitive  Functions, 
Scheme  for  Separation  of,  Mar. 
19,  770. 

Bengal 

Partition  of — Heconsiileration  of 
matter,   proi)<)se(l.   Mar.   17,  407, 

408. 

Bikanir  Thakurs,  Case  of.  Mar.  17,  409. 

Bombay  Ecclesiasrical  Dispute,  Inquiry  as 
to,  Mar.  24,  llin.'). 

Canadian  Immigration  Restrictions  on 
British  Indi-ins,  Dissemination  of 
Mar.  26,  1543. 

British  Columbia — In  ians  prohibited 
from  Lamiing  at  Vancouver,  Mar. 
24,  1206;   Mar.  25,  1404. 

3  T  2  [coiU. 
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Morley,  Et.  Hon.  J,—cont, 

Companies,  LcgislativcPropoBals  for  dealing 
with,  Mar.  26,  1642. 

Decentralisation  Commission,  Work  of. 
Mar.  18,  666. 

Kushtia — Attempted  Assassination  of  Rev- 
Mr.  Hickinbotham,  Mar,  26,  1643. 

Madras  High  Court  Judgeship,  Proposals  for 
Filling,   Mar.  19,  770 ;   Mar.  24,  1205. 

Magistrates,  Nationality  of.  Mar.  24,  1192. 

Mymensingh  Disturbances,  Reports  on, 
Mar.  18,  567  ;  Mar.  19,  771. 

Natal  Immigration — Report  of  Mr.  H. 
Smith,  Mar.  19,  773. 

Opium — Revenue  derived  from  Consump- 
tion, Mar.  17,  410. 

Orissa  Floods,  Distress  caused  by,  Mai.  17, 

4oa 

Railways 

Chaman-Kuskh    Route,    Length    of. 
Mar.  17,  396. 

Financial  Policy,  Mar.  24,  1192. 

Sherpur  (or  Meherpur)  Disturbance,  In- 
formation as  to.  Mar.  18,  667. 

Simla  Municipal  Committee,  Reconstitu- 
tion  of,  Mar.  24,  1206. 

Thomasson  College,  Functions  of.  Mar.  24, 
1200. 

Tinnevelly  riot.  Information  as  to.  Mar.  17, 
396. 

Trade  Roads  into  Tibet,  Improvement  of. 
Mar.  24,  1200. 

Whipping  Act,  Amendment  of.  Mar.  18, 
666. 

Horocco 

Algeciras  Convention,  Proposals  as  to. 
Q.     Mr.  Ashley  ;  A.     Sir  E.  Grey,  Mar. 
26,  1565. 

Postal  Rate  to,  see  under  Post  Office. 

Morrell,  Mr.  P.  [Oxon,  Henley] 

Housing  Bill,  Proposals  as  to.  Mar.  23,  1083. 

Morton,  Mr.  A.  C.  [Sutherland] 

Civil  Servioo  Estimates — Memorandum, 
Date  of  Circulating,  Mar.  26,  1700. 

Education  (Scotland)  Bill,  Proposals  as  to, 
Mar.  24,  1219. 

Fi«her3'  (Jrounds,  Protection  of.  Mar.  26, 
ir)71». 

Trawling 

British  VesHcls  registered  in 
Norway,  ProposalH  for  dealing 
with,  Mai.  24,   1222. 

Penalties,  Increase  of,  propo6e<l. 
Mar.  24,  1223. 

Indian  Ariuy — Facilities  for  l^-esbyteiiin 
Service  at  Jullunhir,  Mar.  18,  565. 

Markets,  Scottish — Provision  of  Weighing 
Machine^,  Mar.  JV,  'JHi*. 

C8 
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Morton,  Mr.  A.  C.—€oni. 
Moray  Firth 

Foreign  Trawlers,  Proeecution  of,  1 


1676. 

Sale  of  Fish  trawled  in — Proposals 
Legi8lati<m,  M<»r.  26,  1412. 

Police,  Metropolitan — Telephone  Exten* 
to  Stations,  Mar.  19,  111. 

Post  Office  Penny  Poet  with  France,  { 

posed.  Mar.  24, 1216. 
Private  Members'   Bills,   Opportunity 

discussing.   Mar.   17,  4^. 

Sea  Fisheries  Regulation  (Scotland)  Bi 
Government  attitude.  Mar.  19,  ' 
790. 

Secret  Service,  Expenditure  on.  Mar. 
1229. 

Stirling — Small  Holdings  on  Grown  Lai 
Decision  as  to.  Mar.  18,  577 ;  J 
S4,    1218. 

Whaling  Industry — Decision  as  to  Doik 
Stations,  Mar.  tS,   1430,  1431. 


Motherwell  Burgh  Sxteniion,  etc.,  Bil 

c.  Rep*.,  Mar.  27,  1701. 


Motors 

Irish-owned  Cars,  Fees  payable  by. 
Q.    Mr.  v.  Kennedy ;   A.    Mr.  Asqui 
Mar.  B3,  UOl. 

Legislation.*  Propoeals  for. 

Q.    Mr.  Staveley-Hill ;    A.    Mr.  Bon 
Mar.  23,  1086. 

Licence  Duty,  System  of  charging. 
Qa.    Mr.   Sloan;      A9.    Mr. 
Bunoimaa,  Mar.  18,  548. 
Omnibus   Traffic   in  London,   Beguiati 
of. 

Q.    Sir  H.  Craik;     A.    Mr.  Ob 
•tone.  Mar.  f#,   1213. 

Road  Repair,   5ee  ynder  Roads. 

Taxation  and  Legislation,  Proposals  as 
Os.    Lord  Montagu  of  BeaoUeu,  M 
17,  345-S49 ;    Lord  Allendale.  3^ 
Lord  Fitimaiirioe,   368,  359. 

Mountmellick 

Petty  Sessions— Case  of  Mr.  GaflDey 
Q.    Mr.  Delany;    A.    Mr.  BirreU,  if 
24.  1225. 


Mozambique 

Postal  Agreement  with,  Fkeaented,  X 
SS,  1351,  1397. 


Muleair  £s 
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Oattle-drive,  Ca*j8^  for. 
Q,    Gftfrfndn  Crai^;      A.    Mr.    Cherry, 
h4    Mar.  SB,   1587. 

Innioipal  Bepresentation  Bill 

L  Com,,  Mar.  16,  104. 
Rep*,  Mar.  16,  109. 

■jer,  Mr.  H.  [Lambeth,  N.] 

Provided  Sohoola — ^Number  awaiting  ap- 
proval. Mar.  16,  199,  200. 

Road  Repair  in  Rural  Districts,  necessity 
for.  Mar.  16,  197. 

fumetti.  Mr.  J.  P.  [Dublin,  College  Green] 
Dablin  Custom  Hous^  Stamp  Office,  Hours 
of  Opening,  Mar.  19,  702. 

Hooting  of  the  Working  Classes  (Ireland) 
BiU.  2b  ,  Mar.  SO,  961-966. 

Registration  of  Clubs  (Ireland)  Bill,  2b., 
Mar.  27,   1717-1720,   1726,   1727. 

'apier,  Mr.  T.  B.  [Kent,  Faversham] 
Kavy — Docks  capaUe  of  taking  Ships  of 
"Dreadnought"  Type,  Provision  of, 
Mar.  19,  810. 

:arberih 

Trust  School,  Decision  of  Ednoation  Board 
as  to. 

0$.  Lord  Barnard,  Mar,  23,  1014 ; 
Bishop  of  St.  David's,  1015; 
Earl   of  Crewe,    1033. 

[atal 

Cakijana,  Case  of. 
Q.    Mr.  Oreenwood  ;  A.    2dr.  Churchill, 
Mar.  t6,  156S. 

Binixnlu,  Trial  of — Charge  and  Procedure. 
Q.    Mr.     W.     Redmond,     Mr.     G, 
Greenwood,     Mr.     Mackamess 
Mr.  Rees  ;   Aa.    Mr.  Churchill, 
ifar.  16,  185.  I 

jbiswer  to  Mr.  Jellicoe's  Letter. 
0$.    Mr.     Lehmann,     Mr.     Belloc, : 
Mr.  Rees ;    Aa.    Mr.  Churchill, ! 
Mar.  19,  773.  ^ 

Immigration — Report  of  Mr.  H.  Smith. 
Q.    Mr.   Cox;      Mr.   Morley,   Mar.   19, 
773. 

Kartiai   Law,   Continuance   of. 
Q.    Mr.   Herbert;      A.     Mr.    Churchill, 
MtKT.  23,  107a 

Moore,  Mr.  Speech  of — ^Allusion  to  Members  i 
of   Parliament. 

Qa.     Mr.  MacNeill,  Earl  Winterton  ;  i 
Aa.     Mr.    Speaker,     Mar.    24, 
1208. 

Hatiw    Affairs      Commission        Report ; 
Action  taken  on.  i 

Q.     Mr.  Alden ;    A.     Mr.  Churchill, 
Mm.  U,  1209. 

fHioaftl  CNOleiTf 

Sxt««»»roa,  Mat«ri       used  for. 
Q.    Mr.     Euti%         A.    Mr.    Haroourt, 


Havy 


First  Lord— Right  Hon.    Lord   Tweed- 
mouth. 

Financial     Secretary — Right     Hon.     E. 
Robertson. 

Artificer  Engineers  carried  in  complement 
of  Cruisers. 

Q.     Mr.  Curran  ;  A.     Mr.  E.  Robert- 
son, Mar.  19,  767. 
Bath,  Eli,  Case  of. 
Q.     Mr.  Hunt;    A.     Mr.  E.  Robertson, 
.If or.   24,   1199. 

Batth ships    of     "Dreadnought"    Type— 
Relative!  Strength    of    Great    Britain 
and  Germany,  in  1911. 
Oa.     Earl    Cawdor,    Mar.    18,    504, 
505,  540. 
Cadets 

Number  selecting   Engineering. 
Q.    Mr.  Curran  ;  .4.    Mr.  E.  Robert- 
son, Mar.   19,   707. 

Sea  Training  for. 

Oa.     Earl  Cawdor,  Mar.  18,  495. 

Training,  new  Scheme  for. 
Oa.     Lord   Ellenborough,   ifar.   18, 
51L 

Channel  Fleet — Strength  on  11th  inst. 
0.     Mr.  Bellairs;     .1.     Mr.  E.  Robert- 
son, Mar.  17,  406. 

Chatham    Depot,  Engine- Room    Artificers 
allotted  to. 
Q.     Mr.   C.   Duncan;     A.     Mr.   E. 
Robertson,  Mar.  17,  404. 

Coastguards,  aee  that  title. 

Cordite 

Defective — ^Amount  destroyed  in  1907. 
Qa.    Mr.  Bellairs.  Mr.  A.  Lee; 
Aa.     Mr.     E.     Robertson, 
Mar.  19,  768. 

Destruction,  Cause  for. 

Qa.  Mr.  Bellairs;  A  a.  Mr.  E. 
Robertson,  Mar.  26,  1556. 

StO(rk  of. 
Q.     Mr.  Ashley  ;  A .     Mr.  E.  Robert- 
son, Mar.  26,  1556. 

Distribution  of  Ships. 
Oa.     Lord  Tweedmouth,  Mar.  18,  530. 
531. 

Docks  capable  of  taking  Ships  of  "  Dread- 
nought "  Type,  Provision  of, 

Oa.  Mr.  Bellairs,  Mar.  19.  803-806  ; 
Mr.  Napier,  8H> ;  Mr.  Lambert, 
815 ;  Mr.  A.  I»e.  818. 

Dockyards 

Allocation  of  Work  l)etwe€ii  Govern- 
ment and  Private  yards. 

Oa.     Ix)rd  Inverdyde,  Mar.  IS, 
521,  522. 

Establi.shed  Staff,  Decision  as  to. 
Q.     Mr.  E.  H.  Lamb;    A.     Mr.  E. 
Robertson,  Mar.  23.  1063.. 

Number  of  Men  employed. 
Q.    Mr.  Staveley-Hill ;    A.     Mr.  S. 
Robertson,  Mar.  16,  160. 

\conL 
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Havy— cow^ 

Dockyard  s — co)i  (. 

Transfer  of  Workmen  to  moot  Fluctua- 
tions of  Work. 

Q.  Mr.  \V.  T.  Wilson  ;  A,  Mr. 
E.  Robertson,  Mar.  23, 
1050. 

Engine-room    Department,    Strength    and 
Status  of. 

Q.     Mr.  Wedgwood;     As.     Mr.  E. 
Robertson,  Mar.  26,  1549,  1550. 

German  Shipbuilding  Statistics. 

Q.     Mr.  Thornton ;     A.     Mr.  Lambert, 
Mar.  23,  1053. 

Qood  Conduct  Pay — cause  for  Increase  in 
Estimate. 

Q.     Mr.  Mallet;    A.     Mr.  Lambert, 
Mar.  23,  1067. 

"  Grappler  "  and  "  Robust "  Tugs,  Use  for- 
Q.     Mr.  Holt;     .4.     Mr.  E.  Robertson, 
Mar.  20,  923. 
Gunnery 

Battle  Practice 

Channel  Fleet,  Time  taken  by. 
Q.     Viscount  Castlereagh ;     A. 
Mr.  E.  Robertson,  Mar.  24, 
1197. 
"  Dreadnought  "  Firing  by. 
Qff.     Viscount  Castlereagh  ;  As. 
Mr.  E.  Robertson,  Mar.  24, 
1197. 

Return,   Form    of    and   Date    of 

issuing. 

Qs.    Viscount  Castlereagh,  Major 

Anstruther-Gray :  As.    Mr. 

E.  Robertson,  Mar.  17  405. 

Qs.     Viscount  Castlereagh;  As. 

Mr.  E.  Robertson,  Mar.  24, 

1190,  1198. 

Trial  Shots  fired  at  Target. 
Q.  Viscount  Castlereagh ;  A.  Mr. 
E.  Robertson,  Mar  24, 1 197. 

Improvement,    measures  for. 

Q.     \'i8count  Castlereagh ;   A.     Mr. 
E.  Robii-rtson.  Mar.  24,  1198. 

Schools,    Pay    in — Order    in    Council 
presented.  Mar.  16,  103,  158. 

Guns,  Supply  and  Is«*ue  of. 

Os.     Earl  Cawdor,    Mar.    18,   496; 
Lord  Tweedmouth,  525. 
"  Hannibal."  Battle  Practice  of. 

Q.     Viscoimt  Castlereagh ;     A .     Mr.  E. 
Robertson,  Mar.  17,  406. 
Haulbowline  Dockyard  Extension. 

O.  Lord  Tweedmouth,  Mar.  18, 
537. 
Granite  used  for. 
Qs.  Mr.  Mitchell-Thomson,  Mr.  T. 
L.  Corbet  t,  Mr.  Remnant,  Cap- 
tain Done  Ian ;  As.  Mr.  E. 
Roberlson,  Mar.  26,  1557. 

Home  Fleet 

Battleships  taking  part  in  Fleet  Ezer- 
cisf  on  9th  March. 

Os.  Earl  Cawdor,  Mar.  IS, 
501,  541;  Lord  Tweed- 
mouth,  531,  532. 
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Q.  BCr.  Gretton;  A.  Mr.  E.  Robert 

aoa,  Mur.  20,  990. 

Obsolete  Vessela  in  the  Kyles  of  Bute. 
Qs.  Mr.  Watt;   As.  Mr.  Lambert,  Mm 
23,  1064. 

Officers 

Engineer,  Improvementfl  in  Pay  an 
Position  of. 
Os.  Lord  Tweedmouth,  Mar.  11 
539. 

Training,  New  System. 
Os.  Mr.  Barnes,  Mr.  £.  RobertMX 
Mar.  19,  914. 

Ordnance  Department  Writers,  Pav  of. 
Q.  Mr.  Courthope ;  A.  Mr.  E.  Robertsai 
Mar.  20,92^. 

Patrol   Duties   in   Outlying  Waters,   In 
portance  of. 
Os.  Lord  Inverclyde,  Mar.  18,  52L 

Pay  of  Warrant  Officers  and  Sohoolmastei 
—Order  in  Counoil  Fkesented,  Mar.  li 
103,  159. 
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Pembroke   Dockyard    Workmen,    Petition 
from. 

Q.  Mr.  O.  Philipps;  A.  Mr.  E. 
Robertson,  Mar.  17,  398. 

Personnel,  Reduction  of 

O*.  Lord  Tweednioutli,  Mar.  18,  537. 

PI  lin  Cothes,  Privilege  of  Wearing. 

Q.  Mr.   Mallet;    .4.   Mr.   E.   Robertson, 
Mar.  17,  406. 

Portsmouth    Dockyard     New    Lock,    Ex- 
penditure on. 

Os.  l^rd  Tweedmouth,  Mar.  18, 
634;  Mr.  A.  Lee,  Mar.  19,  817  ; 
Mr.  Lambert,  827. 

Refrigerating  Machinery,  Provision  of. 
Os.  Lord  Tweedmouth,  Mar.l8,  533,  534. 
Q.  Mr.  Bellair<:    .4.  Mr.  Lambert,  Mar. 

16,  178. 
Qs.  Sir  B.   Shemell,    Mr.    Bellairs ;    A. 

Mr.  E.  Rob?rt«on.  Mar.  19,  754. 

Repairs,  Policj-  as  to. 

Oa.  Lord  Tweedmouth,  Mar.  18,  533. 

Rnerve — Erigine-roo  n  Artificers,  St iti.stics 
as  to. 

Q.  Mr.  Alden  ;  .4.  Mr.  Lambert,  Mar. 
16,  178. 

Rosyth  Works 

Contract,  Inforination  as  to. 

Q.  Major  Anstnither-Gray,  Mr.  J. 
Ward,  Mr.  A.  Lee ;  As.  Mr. 
Lambert,  Mar.  23,  1065. 

Expe  '.iliuj:    Date  of  Completion,  i)ro- 
posed. 

Os.  Mr.  A.  Chamberlain,  Mar. 
/<?,  811-813;  Mr.  Lambert, 
814. 

Policy  as  to. 

Oa.  E:irl  Cawdor,  Mar.  IS,  4VO  ; 
Lord     Ellenborough,     516, 
518 ;  T^)r.l  Tweedmouth,  53, 
535,     536;      Mr.     BelUirs-, 
Mar.     19,    806-808;      Mr. 
M  ckaraess,       808;        Mr.  | 
L  .nl.cr.,    814,    827;    Mr.  i 
L'lpton,  819-824;    Mr.  M.  i 
Ferguson,     825;      Sir     F.  | 
Bmbury,  826. 

Water     Supply     Sche.ne — Admiralty 
Liability. 

Q.  Mr.  Bcdlairs;  .4.  Mr.  F. 
Robertson,    Mar.    19,    7(>0. 

Shipbuilding 

British  and  F()rei;zii  Kxpem!iture  (100' 
and  1<K)7). 

Q.  Mr.  Xirld  :  .4.  Mr.  E. 
Robertson,  Mar.  IS,  552. 

Date  of  Coin[)lcti(m  of  "  BelIer()])hon  '' 
"Collin^woo<I  "    avi     "  SupL'rl»." 
Q.    Mr.  Nit  II  :    .1.  Mr.  T  am  Ik  r  , 
Mar.  'j:i  irOT. 

Programme,  11)08  i>. 

Os.  Eirl  Caw.l.vr.  Mar.  IS,  505, 
5<J6  ;  Lord  Klh  nborovgii.  olo, 
518;  L(»r  1  Twc.Mhuo.itli,  .ViJ)- 
520. 
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Navy- tow/. 

Signal  Ratingis  Total  Number  of,  etc. 
Q.   Mr.   C.   Dancan;    A.   Mr.   Lambert, 
Mar.  16,  177. 
Stoker  PeHy  Officers,  Training  for  Mechan- 
iciin  Rating— Cost  of  Pay,  Victualling, 
etc. 

Qs.  Mr.  Curran ;  As.  Mr.  E.  Robert- 
son, Mar.  19,  768. 
Stoker.^     Joining     under     Short     Service 
Syflte:ii  in  1907. 

Q.    Mr.    G.    Duncan;     A.    Mr.    E. 
Robertson,  Mar.  17,  404. 
Stores,  Sup})ly  of,  and  Expenditure  on. 
Os.  Earl  Cawjlor,  Mar.  18,  498;    Lord 
Tweedmouth,  525. 

Submarine  Mines,  Policy  as  to. 

0/».  Ix)rd  Ellenborough,  Mar.  i.^,  512, 513. 

Sub.narine  ?,  Value  of,  in  Ti  ne  of  War. 
Os.    Lord    Lmiington,    Mar.    18,    620 ; 
Lord    Tweedmouth,    529,    530. 

Tor^do  Bolt  90,  Awar.ls  for  Raising  of. 
Q.  Sir  J.  Benn ;    .4.  Mr.  E.  Robertson, 
iMar.  16,  161. 
Torpedo  Bo  it  Destroj-ers 
Construction   Policy'. 

Os.  Earl  Cawdor,  Mar.  18,  506,  528  ; 
Lord  Tweedmouth,  528,  529. 

Qs.  Mr.  Xield,  Mr.  A.  Lee ;   As.  Mr. 
Lambert,  J/nr.  23,  1066. 

Return  as  to,  proposed 

Os.  Earl  Cawdor,  Loril  Tweedmouth, 
Mar.  18,  541. 

Strengtli     comi)ared     with     Germany 
and  Fran^'e. 

Os.  ICuI  Cawdor,  Mar.  18,  507 
m),  541  ;  Lord  Tweed 
mouth,  529. 

Torpedo  Frut'oc,  Piize  Money  and  Allow 
ance^ — Or  "ers  in  Coimcil  Presented, 
Mar.  16,  l( .'?,  150. 

TorjKJ  !op:- 

Mxn;if:i(tory,  Hc.r.oval  o(  from  Wool- 
wich   ♦o    (irecnock. 

Oh.  Ijord  Twcedii.oulh,  Mar.  18, 

536. 
^/>'.  Mr.  Carlile  ;    ^4*.  Mr.  Lam- 
lert.  Mar.  16,  177. 
New   lie  iter  Tv[)e.   Advantages  of. 
Q^.     Mr.      iWlhirs  ;     .4^.     Mr.     E. 
Robertson,  Mar.  17,  398. 
()r.!cr    Hir. 

Q.  Mr.   IVl  irs;    .4.  Mr.  E.  Robert- 
s  .n,  M'lr.  17,  3J0. 
Two-Power  Stan'Uird,  Maintenance  of. 
(h.      Karl    Cawdor,    Mar.    18,    501-505, 
542  :         Lord     Tweedmouth,     524  ; 
Mr.  (nvtton.  Mar.  '2'),  1482. 
Victualliufr  V;.id  Manufacturing  Account-. 

[>rescnt(Ml,  Mar.  13.  3. 
Vohintcers,   \'alue  of. 

Os.     l^ord   Tweedmouth,    Mar.    18,   53S. 
Warrant    Olhcers,    Cause    of    Increase    in 
Estimate    for. 

Q.     Mr.  Mallet  ;    .1.     Mr.  Lambert. 
Mar.   23,   1067. 

[cont. 
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Navy- COM  ^ 

Works 

Expenditure  on. 
08.     Mr.  Bellairs,  Mar.  19,  801,  802. 

Loan  System,  Abandonment  of. 
08.     Lord   Tweedmoiith,    Mar.    18, 
534. 

*  Yard  Crnft  No.  11,  "  Speed,  etc.,  of. 
Q8.     Mr.  Holt;    As.     Mr.  E.  Robertson, 
.Var.  24,  1190;   J/ar.  2r,  1705. 

Navy  Estimates 

i-^  eduction  in. 
08.     Earl  Cawdor,   Mar.   IS,  509,   510, 
540;        Lord    Eilenborough,     511; 
Lord  Tweedmouth,  523. 

Sea  and  Coastguard  Services  (128,000), 
Rep.*  Mar.  19,  913. 

Wages  of  Officers,  Men  and  Boys,  etc. — 
£7,129.700,  Rep.*  Mar.  IH,  731  ; 
Mar.  19,  913.  « 

Works,  Buildings  and  Repnirs— £2,300,700, 
Rep.*  Mar.  18,  731  ;   Mar.  19,  801. 

Netherlands 

Amsterdam — Trade  Report  Picsented,Jf ar. 
23,  993. 

Neville  Estate 

Case  of  E.  Smitb. 

Q.  Mr.  V.  Kennedy;  A.  Mr.  Birrell, 
Mar.  13,  8. 

New  Hebrides 

Native  Labour  Convention. 

08.  Mr.  Lyttelton,  Mar.  23,  1104;  Sir 
F.  Banbury,  1165;  Mr.  Churchill, 
1105,  1166;  Mr.  J.  Ward,  1166; 
Mr.  Carlile.  1174.  1175. 

New  Forest 

Army  Manceuvrcs,  Proposals  for  Holding. 

Q8.  Sir  R.  Hobart,  Mr.  Ashlev ;  As. 
Mr.  Haldane,  Mar.  26,  1558. 

New  Members  Sworn 

Src  under  Parliamentary   Elections. 

New  Boss 

Trlmn   District  Council   Ri^solutions. 

Q.  Mr.  Ffrench;  .1.  Mr.  Birrell, 
Mar.  23,  1(»99. 

New  Writs 

Siv  unrfr  l*»irliamcntary  Elections. 

Newnes,  Mr.  F,  (Nott**,  Biisaetlaw] 

llii'lfiinvi'iii  -Ciisi*  of  Mcmt^omerie  and 
(\im|..inv.  Mar.  2-').  1412. 

Newton,  Lord 

'I'm  1 1  Ml  in  I  K«»ri'c  Fin's  for  Non-att«nd- 
aii«i'  lit   (jimp.   Mar.    19.  749. 

Nioholls.  Mr.  0.  [ Norili wtn,  N.] 

liif/hi  Hmiiim  Diiy.  LimitHtion  by  Law, 
pii.p.>i.i-.i.   Min.  IS,  0H2. 

'I'A 


Nield,  Mr.  H.  [Middlesex,  Ealing] 

Brazil,  Battle8hii>8  Building  for,  Jfar. 
1066. 

Coastguard  Service,  Proposals  for  Reduc 
Mar.  20,  920. 

Navy 

Shipbuilding. 

British  and  Foreign  Expendi 
(1906  and  1907),  Mar. 
552. 

Date  of  Completion  of  "  Bell 
phon,"    **  Collingwood," 
*'  Superb,"  Mar.  23,  106' 

Torpedo-boat     Destroyers,     Consti 
tion  Proposals,  Mar.  23,  106( 

Postmen,  Rural,  Work   Required  of,  -I 
16,   162. 

Nigeria 

European  Officials,  Sites  for  Dwellings 
Q.     Mr.  J.  C.  Wason ;     A.     Mr.  Ch 
chill.  Mar.  16,  184. 

Nolan— Ferrall  Estate 

Rockfield  Portirn.  Sale  of. 

Q.     Mr.   C.   O'Kellv:     A.    Mr.  Bim 
Mar.  20,  927.  ' 

North  British  and  Mercantile  Lunran( 
Company  Bill 

/.  Rep.*  Mar.  25,  1349. 

Northnmberland,  Duke  of 

Sunday  aosing  (Shops)  Bill,  2b..  Mar.  1 
340. 

Norwich  TTnion  Fire  Ihsnranee  Sodet; 
Bill 

/.  Rep.*  Mar,  IS,  4«3. 

3b.*  Mar,  24,  1177. 

e.  IB.*  Mar,  25,  1395. 

Nottingham 

Licenced  Houses  Cloaed  in. 

Q.    ^Ir.    Richardson;      .4.    Mr.  C^ 
ston?.  Mar.  25.  1405. 

Nugent,  Sir  W.  E.  [Wertmesth,  S.] 

Dysart— Land   Parchaae,  PetitioQ  ««  ^^ 
Mar.  16,  175. 

Nnrses 

Training     of  —  Beqnimneiiti    of    I^'^ 
Government  Boiud. 
Q,  Mr.CnUinMi;  A,lb.'BSacnR,M8f 
17,  401. 

Nyassaland 

Native  Labour  RiwnMUaeatb 

e.    8v  C   Hai;        A.  Kr 
Chvdall,  Mm.  10.  M 
ConeapondBDoe  fti— rrtwd,  M»>  ^ 
1483.  1». 
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*Bri«ll,  Mr.  X.  E.  [Tipperary,  Mid.]  | 

RaOways,   Irish — Great      Southern      and  I 
Western    Agreement    to    Scheme   for 
Conciliation  Board,  Mar.  26,  1553.      I 

'Brien.  Kr.  P.  IKilkenny] 

Enfield  Lock— Case  of  West,  Mar.  16,  204. 

Kingston  Harbour,  Charge  on  Railway 
Company  for  using,  Mar.  18,  591. 

'Brfmu  Mr.  W.  ICork] 

Evioted  Tenants  Act,  Report  of  Operations, 
I>ate  of  Presenting,  Mar.  18,  588. 

*Ooii]ior  Mr.  James  [Wicklow,  w.] 

Broughty  Ferry  Post  Office— Case  of 
Slidder,  Mar.  24,  1194. 

Post  Office  Unestablished  Men,  Sick  Pay 
of.  Mar.  25  1397. 

I'Connor,  Mr.  T.  P.  [Liverpool,  Scotland] 
Administration   of  Ireland,  Cost  of,  etc., 
Mar.  26,  1670-1676. 

Education  Policy,  Mor.  26,  1670. 

House  of  Commons — Accommodation  for 
Foreign  and  Colonial  Press  Repre- 
sentatives.  Mar.  24,  1311-1314. 

I'Donnell,  Mr.  T.  [Kerry,  W.] 

Bacon*   Butter   and   Eggs   from    Ireland, 
Railway  Rates  on.  Mar.  26,  1544,  1583. 

Blennerhasset  Estate — Case  of  T.  O'Connor, 
Mar.  25,  1425. 

Congested  Districts  Board— Land  Purchase 
and  Improvements,  Mar.  18,  580; 
Mar.  18,  617-623. 

Constabulary — Strength,  Salaries,  etc, 
Mar.  19,  764. 

Fisheries,  Irish 

Encouragement  <rf,  Mar.  19,  790. 

Supply  of  Fish,  Regulation  of.  Mar. 
18,  581. 

Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  (Ireland) 

BUI,  2r.,  Mar.  20,  954-966. 
Irish    Language — Teaching     in    Schools, 

Mar.  18,  686.  t 

Kerry— Land  Purchase  Policy,  Mar.  18,  ' 
618,  619.  I 

Land  Purchase — Originating  Re  juests  ! 
under  Section  3  of  Act  of  1903,  Mar.  I 
25,  1426.  j 

Marshall  Estate,  Valuation  of.  Mar.  18,^^ 
586;     Mar.  24,  1226.  ', 

Ventry  Estate,  Delay  in,  Sale  of,  Mar.  18, 1 
619-623;    Mar.  26,  1589.  i 

Bowd,Mr.T.[Sligo,  S.J  I 

Ballinaraw— Case  of  R.  Foy,  Mar.  25, 
1398.  1 

Harlech  Estate— Leitrira  Hill  Farm, 
Acquisition  of,  Mar.  25,  1428. 

Poslmasters,  Irish  Sub-,  Pay  of.  Mar.  24,  ( 
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O'Orady,  Mr.  J.  [Leeds,  £.]• 

British  Columbia — Indian  ImmigrtAtB,  Ap- 
plication of  Natal  Act  to,  Mar.  18,  569. 

Education  (Provision  of  Meals)  Act, 
Failure  to  Adopt,  Mar.  18,  574. 

India 

Decentralisation    Commission,   Work 

of,  Mar.  18,  566. 
Mymensingh  Disturbances,  Reports  on. 

Mar.  18.  567. 
Sherpur   (or   Meherpur)    Disturbance, 

Information  as  to,  Mar.  18,  566. 

O'XeUy,  Mr.  C.  [Mayo,  N] 

Blosse  Estates,  Sale  of— Progress  of  Nego- 
tiations, Mar.  18,  653. 

Nolan-Ferrall  Estate,  Rockfield  Portion, 
Sale  of.  Mar.  20,  927. 

O^Kelly,  Mr.  J.  [Roscommon,  N] 

Carrocuill  Estate,  Sale  Proposals,  Mar.  19, 
765. 

O'Shaughnessy,  Mr.  P.  J.  [Limerick,  W.] 

Butter,  Milk-blended— Objections  to  Regis- 
tration of  "  Peark's  Own,"  Mar.  16, 
264,  268. 

Delmege  Estate — Sale  of  Mount  Henry, 
Mar.  26,   1540. 

Foot-and-Mouth  Disease— Hay  and  Straw 
Imported  from  Infected  Districts, 
Mar.  16,  263. 

Lackanagoneeny — Creeves  Lands,Inclu8iaa 
in  Sale,  Mar.  26,  1541. 

Postmasters,  Irish  Sub-,  Pay  of.  Mar.  24, 
1228. 

Waller  Estate— Case  of  Mrs.  Scully,  Mar. 
26,  1540. 

Official  Directory  of  Hnrses  BUI 

I.  iR.*  Mar.  18,  495. 

Official  Secrets  Bill 

I  IR.,  Mar.  16,  104. 

Oliver  Estate 

Case  of  T.  Hannan. 
Q.     Mr.  Flavin  ;    A.     Mr.  Birrell,  Mar, 
19,  757. 

OnsloWi  Earl  of— Chairman  of  CommiUees. 
Agricultural  Holdings  Bill,  2b.,  Mar.  17, 
342. 

Bills — Order  of  Taking  Commons  Bills  in 
the  House  of  Lords,  Mar.  25,  1362. 

Importation  of  Hay  and  Straw,  Dangers 
of  Infection  from,  Mar.  26,  1636. 

Small  Holdings 

Experimental  Small  Holdings,  Grants 
for,  Mar.  16,  109. 

Rent  to  be  fixed  to  Recoup  Purchase 
Money — Position  of  County  Coun- 
cils, Mar.  26,  1535. 

Small  Holdings  and  Allotments  Bill,  2b., 
Mar.  17,  344. 


Opi— Par] 


Opium 

India — Revenue   Derived   from   Consump- 
tion. 

Q,     Mr.      H.      Rolurts;      A.     Mr. 
Morley,   Mar.   17.  410. 

Oraninore  and  Browne,  Lord 

Sunday  Closing  (Shops)   Bill,  Com.,  Mar. 
26,  1523,  1524,  1520,  1531,  1532. 

Ordnance  Survey,  Ireland 

Adoption  of  bi-Lingual  System  for  Maps, 
proposed. 

Q.     Mr.  Field  ;  A .     Sir  E.  Strachey, 
Mar.  16,  168. 
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Parker,  Sir  O.—cont. 
Transvaal— conL 
Native  Labour 
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Sir    E.    Strachey, 
Sir    E.    Strachey, 

.4.     Mr.  Sinclair, 


Labourer?,  Pay  of. 
Q.     Mr.    Field;     A. 

Mar.  16,  168. 
Q.     Mr.    Field;     A. 
Mar.  23,  1055. 

Orkney 

Water  Supply. 
Q.     Mr.  J.  C.  Wason  ; 
Mar.  19,  789. 

Orpen  Estate 

Case  of  Mrs.  E.  O'Shaughiiessv. 
Q.     Mr.   Flynn;    A.     Mr.   Birrell,  Mar, 
25,  1398. 

Pacific  Cable 

Grant-iu-Aid,  Increase  in. 

Q.     Mr.  Cox  ;   A.     Mr.  Runciman,  Mar. 
18,  549. 

Panama  Canal 

Labour — Date  of  Presenting  Report. 
Q.     Sir  B.  Sheffield;    A.     Sir.  E.  Grey, 

Mar.  17.  412. 
Q.     Mr.  Hav;  .4.     Sir  E.  Grev,  ifar.  26, 
1560. 

Parker,  Sir  G.   [Gravesend] 
Africa,  East 

Goanese  and  Lidians  in  Government 
Employ,  Mar.  16.  189. 

Land  Ordinance,  Proposals  as  to,  Mar. 
16,  190. 

Nairobi    Flogging    Incident — Case    of 
Mr.  Burn,  Mar.  16,  185. 

Steamship  Communioation  with,  Mar. 
24,  1208. 

Edwards,    Dr.    Hall,    Case    of— Award    of 
Civil  List  Pension,  Mar.  23,  1079. 

Ha vti— British  Warships  in  Vicinitv,  Mar, 
"  16.  210  ;    Mar.  IS.  556. 

Madagascar    Native    Labouk-    Recruitment 
Proposals,  Mar.  16,  190. 

Transvaal 
Mines 

Abandoned   Claims   in    1906   and 

1907,  Mar.  23.  1077. 
Storo— Imi)orts  (1905  and  1907) 
Mar.  23.  1(»77. 


Discharged  Diamond  Mine 
Labourers  employed.  Mar. 
18,  669. 
Medical  Inspector,  Appointment 
of,  on  Retrenchment  of  Dr. 
Sanson,  Mar.  16,  188. 
Railway  Revenue  (1904-7).  Mar.  23, 

1077. 
Revenue  (1904-7),  Mar.  23,  1078. 

Parks  and  Gardens 

Sunday  Labour  in. 
08.     Mr.  L.  Williams,  Mar.  16.  262. 

Parliament 

House  of  Commons 

Ladies'  Gallery,  Improvement  of. 
Qs.     Mr.  Raphael,  Mr.  J.   R.  Mac- 
donald;      As.     Mr.    Harconrt. 
Mar.  23,  1089. 

Library — Increase  of  Accommodation 
proposed. 

Q.     Rr.  Alden ;    A.     Mr.  Har- 
court.  Mar.  16,  200. 

Press,  Foreign  and  Colonial  Bepre- 
sentatives.  Accommodation  for. 
Oa.  Mr.  Smeaton,  Mar.  24, 
1300-1304,  1324 :  Mr. 
Maddison,  1305-1307 ;  Mr. 
Harcourt,  1307-1311  ;  Mr. 
T.  P.  O'Connor,  1311-1314 ; 
Captain  Craig,  1314-1316; 
Mr.  Bees,  1316-1318  ;  Mr. 
S.  MacNeiU,  1318-1321; 
Mr.  Byles,  1321-1323  ;  Mr. 
W.  Redmond,  1323;  Sir 
J.  Jardine,    1323. 

House  of  Lords  Offices — Select  Committee 
Report  presented.  Mar.  26,  1351. 

Parliamentary  Elections 

New  Member  Sworn  for  Camberwell, 
(Peckham),  (Mr.  H.  C.  Goo-h)  Mar.  25, 
1433. 

New  Writ  issued  for  Camberwell  (Peckham). 
Mar.  16.  155. 

Parliamentary  Elections  (Disqnaliflcation 
Eemoval)  Bill 

c.  2r.*  Mar.  27,  1747. 


Wages     of     Labourers 
Mar.  23.   1077. 
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Parliamentary  Procedure 

Government    Onlcrs,    Occasion   for  Daily 
Printing  of. 
Qs.       Mr.      Cox;     As.       Mr.     G. 
Whiteley,  Mar.  16,  166.  203. 

I  Now  Members,  Reception  of. 

(1905-7),  I  (>s.     3Ir.   W.  Johnson,  Mr.   Bottomley, 

'  Mr.  Speaker,  Mar.  25,  1433. 

\conL 
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Parliamentary  Procedure— con^ 

Private  MemberK'  Rights,  Infringement 
of. 

Os.     Sir  C.   Dilke,   Mar.  25,   1489. 

1490  :   Mr.  Whiteley,  1490. 
Os.     Mr.  J.  CoUings,  Mr.  G.  Whiteley 
Mr.    Asquith,    Lord    R.    Cecil, 
Mar.  26,  1594. 

Pearoe,  Mr.  W.  [Tower  Hamlets,  Limehoosel 
Thames — ^Deep-water  Docks  near  London, 
Provision  of,  proposed,  Mar.  19,  809, 
811,  8IG. 

Pease,  Mr.  H.  P.  [Darlington] 

Army — Territorial  Force 

Honorary  Rank,  Conditions  of  Grant- 
ing,  Mar.  23,  1070. 

Officers  —  Retirement        Regulations, 
Mar.  23,  1055. 

Walking-out    Dress,    Decision    as    to, 
Mar.  23,  1070. 

Coal  Mines  (Eight  Hours)  Bill— Repre- 
sentations received.  Mar.  24,  1213. 

Daylight  Savmg  Bill.  2k..- Mar.  24,  1347. 

Unemployed 

Grant,  Proposals  for.  Mar.  23,  1086. 

Parks,  Payment  for  Work  in,  Mar.  23, 
1089. 

Paaae,  Mr.  J.  A.— Lord  of  the  Treasury  [Essex, 
Saffron  Walden] 

Agriculture  Board,  Policy  of,  Mar.  16, 
240. 

Aldemey  Foreijjjn  Animals  Wharf  and 
Abattoir  Scheme,  Board  of  Agriculture 
Decision  a-,  to.  Mar.  16,  257. 

Black  Scab,  Measures  taken  to  check. 
Ma*,  16,  269. 

Butter,  Milk-Blcnde<l 

Names  Approved  by  Board  of  Agri- 
culture, Mar.  17,  428. 


Peark's  Own" 

Objections     to     Registration 
Mar.  10.  268. 


of. 


Cattle 

Importation  Restrictions — Effect  on 
Deptford  Cattle  Market,  etc.. 
Mar.  16,  257. 

Pedigree  Stock  Exported  to  the 
Argentin'.  Intiuiry  into  Quaran- 
tine R?milations.  proposed.  Mar. 
16,  236. 

Tuberculin  Tc>t.  Vlth-rx  of  Sea  Voyage 
on.  Mar.  16.  202.  203. 

Colonial  Taxation  Sy-^t<iiis.  Inquiry  into, 
proposed.   Mar.   17.  411. 

Fisheries  on  Xorth-Ea-i  Coast,  Inquiry 
into  Conditio!!  of.  i.ropo8e<l.  Mar. 
19,  785. 

Fodder  and  Litter 

**  Fram  "  Cargr)  Liri'line  of.  Mar. 
16.  201. 
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Pease,  Mr.  J.  L.—cont. 

Fodder  and  Litter— cow  ^ 

Importation    Restrictions,    Mar.    26, 

1674. 
Poot-and-Mouth  Disease 

Hay  and  Straw  Imported  from   In- 
fected   Districts,    Mar.    16,    230- 

235,  255-257. 
Horses,  Liability  of.  Mar.  16,  231. 
Prohibitory     Order     in     Cumberland 

against     Scottish     Cattle,     Mar. 

23,   1092. 
Rats,  Measures  taken  to  Exterminate. 

Mar.  16,  256. 
Scottish  Outbreak,  Measures  taken  to 

Cope  with,  etc..  Mar.  16,  229. 
Glanders,  Measures  taken  to  Check,  Mar. 

16,  267,  268. 

Gooseberry  Mildew,  Measures  taken  to 
Check,  Mar.  16,  269 ;  Mar.  17,  ^2,1, 
428. 

Kew  Gardens,  Rate  of  Pay  of  Gardeners, 
Mar.  16,  257,  258. 

Licensing  Bill — Date  of  Second  Reading, 
Mar.  26,  1700. 

Melbourne  (Derbyshire)— Gooseberry  Mil- 
dew Order,  Operation  of.  Mar.  19, 
785. 

"Minota,"    Looting   of,   at   Tulagi,    Mar. 

17,  4n. 

Small  Holdings,  Grant  of  £100,000,  Alloca- 
tion  of.  Mar.  17,  427. 

Small  Landholders  (Scotland)  Bill,  Recon- 
sideration of.  Mar.  23,  1092. 

Swine  Fever 

Departmental  Committee  of  Inquiry. 
Appointment  of,  proposed.  Mar. 
16,  235,  236. 
Statistics  as  to.  Mar.  16,  235,  236. 

Transvaal — Committee  on  Unemployment, 
Tabling  Report  of,  proiwsed.  Mar. 
17,  41L 

Wheat,  Improvement  of  British  Grown 
Wheat,  Grant  for  Purposes  of,  pro- 
posed. Mar.  16.  257. 


Pharmacy  Bill 

c.  iR.*  Mar.  18, 


594. 


Philipps,  Mr.  0.  C.  [Pembroke  and  Haver- 
fordwest] 
Pembroke   Dockyard   Workmen,   Petitions 
from,  Mar.  17,  398. 

Pirie,  Mr.  D.  V.  [Aberdeen,  N.J 

Canals  and  Waterways,  Scottish  Con- 
sideration of,  by  Commission, 
Mar.  24,  1220. 

Pi'nny  Post  with  France,  proposed.  Mar. 
24,  1216. 

Small  Landholders  (Scotland)  Bill,  Gov- 
ernment Proposals.  Mar.  18,  591. 
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Poisons  and  Phaimacy  Bill  Portsmouth,  Earl  of-^ont. 

Il.^ferriii^  to  .Joint  ('ommittee.  Mar.   18,  Special  Reserve cont. 

r)43  ;     Mar.  19,  734,  797  ;     Mar. 
'J3,  994. 


KvideiK^e    to    bo    Printed,    Mar, 
1178. 


24. 


Police,  Metropolitan 

'I'.^lophonc.   Exttmsion  to  Stations. 

Q.     Mr.    .Morton;      .-I.     Mr.   Gladstone, 
Mar.  19,  111. 

Polling  Districts 

Order  Altering,  Presented,  Mar.  16,  103, 
ir>7. 

Polling  Districts  Connty  Councils  Bill 

r.   Roiwrt   from   Stunding   Committee   A.,  , 
Mar.  IS.  592. 

Polling  Districts   and  Registration  of 
Voters  (Ireland)  Bill 

f.  R»nort   from   Standing   Committee   A., 

Mar.  IS,  rm. 


Pontypridd  Water  Bill 

/  Report    from    Street    Committee, 
;.'6\  I41W. 


Mar. 


Poor  Law  (Compulsory  Gontributioa  Ex- 
emption Bill) 

r   iR*.  Mar.  /7,  418. 


Portarlington 

Sohools    in    Oimiit 
tioionov  Mark. 
Q.     Mr.   IVlanv; 
Mar.  20.  925. 


with    Reduced    Pro- 
.4.     Mr.   Birrell, 


Portsmouth,  Earl  of— lender  Sirrefartf  for 
War. 
Artillery 

Rod  not  ions.  Minute  of  Council. 
Apprtiviui:  —  Tabling  proposed, 
Vcir.  16.  146.  ir>3. 

l^s.rvi*.  IVsont  Strength  of.  Mar. 
J6.  Ha 

Militia,  Xon-Trainint;  Hounty  for  Men 
of  .ni^bandod  Battalions!  Mar.  19y 
:3*A 

Reduotion:»  Effected.  Mar.  16,  141. 

*^|^cial  Rts:rve 

Bv.nmtios  for  R«?cruits,  Mar.  19,  738. 

i'o:uiij:oi\'5  of  Enlistment,  Mar.  19, 
737. 

M.irrka  Men.  Elieibilitv  of.  Mar.  19. 
735». 

M:!i::-.\'.i!:i  Ao^*  for  Enlistment.  Mar- 
UK  739.' 

^[ob:li^aT:on.  Pistribution  of  Men  on. 
Mir.  19,  73S. 

Xov.  -  Trair.in;  IVriod.  Poeition  of 
R\::a)ion*dnrint,  Mar.  19.  737. 


Officers 

Additions  to,  Mar.  19,  739. 

Line  Majors,  skUua  of,  at  Annual 
Training,  Mar.  19,  738. 

R?8ponsibi1ity  during  Non- 
Training  Period,  Mar.  19, 
737,  740. 

Territorial  Force 

Attestation  Form,  Amendment  of, 
proposed,  Mar.  19,  748. 

County  Association  Secretaries.  Re- 
muneration of.  Mar.  19, 1^1. 

Equitation  Grant  for  Mounted  Men, 
Mar.  16,  117. 

Fines  for  Non-Attendanoe  at  Gamp, 
Mar.  19,  748,  749. 

Guns 

Distribution  of.  Mar.  16,   116. 

Xumber     of     15-Pounder    GmiB 
Converted,  Mar.  16,  lift. 
Horses,    Compensation    for   Loss  of. 
Mar.  16,  118. 

Position  of  Members  of  Auxiliary 
Forces  unable  to  Join  Territorial 
Force,  Mar.  19,  748. 

Range-finders  and  Signalling  Appara- 
tus, etc..  Provision  of,  Jfor.  19, 
750. 

Riding  Schools,  Prorisioii  of»  Jlor. 
16,  iia 

Separation  Allowances,  Eztenuon  of, 
to  Privates*,  proposed.  Mar.  19, 

14:1. 

Volunteers 

Long  Service  Medal,  Bestowing  on 
Officers  after  1st  April,  1908,  Jfor 
15,748. 

Weekly  Allowances,  IneieMe  in,  pro- 
posed, Jfor.  19f  141. 

Post  Offlee 

Po9imasier'Oenerai—RL  Hon.  8.  Boxton. 
[See  also  Names  of  Placer.] 
Auxiliary  Labour,  Proposals  for  Limiting. 
Q.    Mr.    Waidle;       A.    Mr.    Bozton. 
Mar.  24,  1183. 
Canadian  Magaxine  Post,  Success    oi 
Qs.    Mr.  £.  CecU,  Mr.  A.  Lee,  Mr.  Oox ; 
As.    Mr.  ^BoxtoD,  Mm.  2S,  1088. 
Chief  Medical  Officer,  Duties  and  Salary 
of. 
Os     Mr.   C.   Hay,   Mm.    IH,  600, 
682 ;    Mr.  ButiM,  682. 
Circulation  Office,  Owrtino  Fiy  in. 
Q*.     Mr.   Waidle;      Am.    Ifa.   Boxtn, 
Mar.  i3.  1087. 
Hobhonse  Committee 

IVlay  in  Canyiag  ovi  ff swniimda 

tions  o*. 

Of.  «^    Haj.    Mmr. 

;      m^    Bu 
,     ^  im.  718. 
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HoUiouse  Committee— con^« 

Increased  Expenditure  Dne  to. 

Os,    Sir  F.  Banbury,  Mar.  18,  710, 
711;  Mr.  T.  L.  Corbett,  711. 

Lodgers'  Letters,  Redirection  of. 

Q.    Mr.   Rowlands;     A.    Mr.   Buxton, 
Mar,  26,  1541. 

MailSerrioe 

Contracts,  Opportunity  for  Discussing 
Q8,    Mr.   Hay;      As.    Mr.   Runci- 
man.  Mar.  £6,  1575. 

France  and  Italy,  Payments  to,   for 
Conveyance  of  Mails. 

Q,    Mr.  H.  Heaton;    A,     Mr. 
Buxton,  Mar.  23,  1058. 

Hong  Kong  Service,  Revenue  from. 
Q.  Mr.  Cox ;   A^  Mr.  Buxton,  Mar. 
16,  198. 

Indian  Time-table,  Revision  of. 

Q.  Mr.   Laidlaw;    A.  Mr.   Buxton, 
Mar.  24,  1215. 

Motocco,  Reduction  of  Postal  Rate  to, 
Q.    Major    Anstruther-Gray ;     A.    Mr. 
Buxton,  Mar  26,  1570 

Newspaper  Rates  to  Newfoundland. 

Q,    tfskjor    Anstruther-Gray ;     A.     Mr. 
Buxton,  Mar.  26,  1670. 

Ni^t  Duty,  Revision  of. 

Q,  Mr.  Du  Cros;    A.  Mr.  Buxton,  Mar.  23, 
1088. 

Overseers — Hobhouse   Committee   Recom- 
mendations. 

Os.  Mr.  C.Hay,  Mar.   18,  668 ;   Mr. 
Buxton,  063. 

FlaroelPoet 

Foreign  and  Colonial  Amendment 
Warrants,  Nos.  16-17,  Presented, 
Mar.  24,  1177. 

Penny  Post  with  France  proposed. 

Qa.    Mr.    Morton,    Mr.    Pirie ;    As.    Mr. 
Buxton,  Mar.  24,  1215. 

Politioal  Organisations,  Regulations  as  to. 
Os.  Mr.  S.  Roberts,  Mar.  16,  299- 
303;  Mr.  A.  S.  Wilson,  303, 
304,319;  Mr.  Buxton,304-3 1 1 , 
318 ;  Mr.  T.  L.  Corbett,  308 ; 
Mr.  S.  Wortley,  311-313;  Mr. 
Madciison,  313  ;  Earl  Winterton 
314;  Mr.  Brodio,  315;  Mr.  J. 
Collings,  316-318;  Sir  H. 
Craik,  320-322  ;  Mr.  Giunncss, 
Mar.  IS,  664  ;  Mr.  C.  Hay,  700. 
Mr.  C.  Hay,  Mar.  26.  1482  ;  Mr. 
Buxton,  1484;  Mr.  Carli'e. 
1485. 
Q.  Mr.  Hay ;    A.  Mr.  Buxton,  Mar. 

13,  5. 
Q.  Mr.  Hay ;    .4.  Mr.  Buxtcn,  Mar. 

16,  198. 
Qa.    Mr.    S.    Roberts,    Afr.    1\    L. 
Corbett,    Mr.    A.    S.    Wi'son ; 
As.     Mr.  Buxton,  Mar,  23, 1086. 

V 


Post  Office— con<. 
Postmasters 

Irish  Sub-Postmasters,  Pay  of. 

Qs.  Mr.  0*Dowd,  Blr.  O'Shaugh- 
nessy ;  As.  Mr.  Buxton,  Mar. 
24,  1228. 

Sub-Postmasters,    Improvement    in 
Position  of,  proposed. 
Os.  Mr.  C.  Hay,  Mat.  18,  050 ; 
Mr.  Buxton,  663. 

Postmen,   Rural,    Work  required    of. 
Q.  Mr.  Nield ;  A.  Mr.  Buxton,  Mar.  16f 
162. 

Sanitary  and  Constructional  Improvements, 
Policy  as  to. 
Os.  Mr.  C.  Hay,  Mar.  18,  659 ;   Mr. 
Buxton,  662. 

Scottish  Mail  Arrangements — Measures  for 
easuring  Punctuality. 

Q.  Mr.  R.  L.  Harmsworth;   A,  Mr. 
Buxton,  Mar.  19,  752. 

Sites,  IncBaase  in  Estimate  for. 

Os.  Sir  F.  Banbury,  Mar.  18,  709 ;    Mr. 
Buxton,  712. 

Sorting  Stiff  in  London,  Forms  Supplied  to. 
Q.  Mr.  W.  T.  Wilson ;   A.  Mr.  Bux- 
ton.  Mar.  26,  1550. 

Split  Turns  of  Duty,  etc.,  Proposals  as  to. 
Q.    Mr.    T.    F.    Richards;     A.    Mr. 
Buxton,  Mar.  23,  1058. 

Sub-engineers — Hobhouse  Committee  Rr- 
comrendationH. 

Os.  Mr.  C.  Hay,  Mar.  18,  656-C58 ; 
Mr.  Buxton,  662,  663. 

Travelling     Offices     on     Irish     RailwsyF, 
Heating  of,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  Field  ;  A.  Mr.  Buxton,  Mar. 
26,  1550. 
Treasury  Control,  Objections  to. 

Os.   Mr.   C.   Hay,   Mar.   18,   660;    M-. 
Buxton,  661. 

Unestablished  Men,  Sick  Pay  of. 

Q.  Mr.  James  O'Connor  ;  A.  Mr.  Buxton, 
Mar.  25,  1397. 
Works  Board,  Relations  with. 

Os.  Mr.  C.  Hay,  Mar.  18,  659,  662  ;   Mr. 
Buxton,  661,  662. 

Post  Office  Consolidation  BiU 

/.  iR.*  Mar.  26,  1537. 


Post  Office  Savings  Bank 

Deficiency,  Measures  for  Dealing  with. 
Q.  Mr.  Cox;    A.  Mr.  Asqiiith,  Mcr.  19, 
794. 

Second  Division  Clerks,  SaUries  of* 

Q.  Si '  O.    Kokewlch ;    A.   Mr.    Buxton, 
Mar.  23,  1059. 

Postmen 

[See  under  Post  Office.] 

Powell  Sir  F.  S.  [Wiganj 

Elem^n^ar/  E  iu-ation  (England  and 
Wales)  Bill — !-.on'on  County  Counoil 
Sylhl.i'«  (')rfer  115-1)  Oirculatioa  of, 
Ma^.  25,  1410* 
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Power,  Mr.  P.  J.  [Waterford,  E4 

Hay  and  Straw  Imported  from  Infected 
Districts,  Mar.  16y  266. 

Margarine  sold  as  Butte  r,  Allegations  as  to 
Mar.  16,  267. 

Taxation — Status,  etc.,  of  Surveyors* 
Clerks,  Mar.  16,  2-  9. 

President  of  the  Board  of  Agricultiire — 

Rt.  If  on.  Earl  Cnrrington, 

President  of  the  Board  of  Education— 

Rt.  Hon.  R.  McKenna. 

President  of  the  Board  of  Trade— 

Rt,  Hon.  D.  Lloyd'Oeorge. 

President    of   the    Local   Government 
Board— 

Rt.  Hon.  J.  Burns. 

Press 

Accommodation  for,  in  House  of  Commons, 
sfc  under  Parliament,  House  of 
Commons. 

Price,  Mr.  C.  E.  [Edinburgh,  Central] 

Moray  Firth,  Sale  of  Fish  trawled  in — 
Proposals  for  Legislation.  Mar,  25, 
1412. 

Railway  Tickets,  Printing  Amount  of  Fare 
on,  proposed.  Mar  19,  761. 

Prisons 

[See  also  Names,  of  Cities,  as  Glasgow — 
Barlinnie  Prison.] 

Ireland — Cost  and  Administration  of. 
Os.     Mr.  Kettle,  Mar.  26,  1637. 

Prosecution  of  Offences    (Amendment) 
Bill 

c.  2b.,  Mar.  24,  1239. 
Expenses  Resolution. 

Os.     Mr.  C.  Hav,  Mar.  24,  1347, 

1348  :  Mr.  Whiteley,  1348  : 

Mr.  Speaker,  1348  ;    Sir  F. 

Banhury,   Mar.   26,    lOOri- 

lOOS,    H>11-1616;      Mr.   C. 

Hav,      1608-1610,       1617; 
.Mr.*^E.  Cecil,  KilO;   Sir  W. 

Robson,  1611-1614.    1616; 

Captain  Craig.  1617-1619. 

Motion  {Mr.  Whifcleij),  Mar.  26,  1433: 
{Mr.  Asquith)  Mar.  26,  1602. 

Public  :Health  Act,  1907 

Applicationn  for  Orders  under. 

Q.     'Mr.    Courthope  ;      A.     Mr,     Hurnj*, 
Mar.  20,  923. 

Orders  for  Seaside  and  Health  R\s<m1s, 
Issue  of. 

Q.     Mr.  Courtho])e  ;  J.     Mr.  Burns, 
Mar.  26,   1551. 

Public  Health  Bill 

c,  iB.*  Mar.  24,  12J4. 
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Public  Houses  (Exclusion  of   Children) 
(Scotla9d)  Bill 

c.  iB.*  Mar.  23,  1103. 

Public  Trustee 

Advertisement  of  in  Post  Offices,  proposed. 
Os.     Mr.  J.  Ward,  Mar.  17,  453. 

Branch  Offices — Number  established. 
Os.     Mr.  G.  Faber,  Mar.  17,  454  ;  Sir  W. 
Robson,   456. 

Expeases  of  Office,  Vote  for. 
Os.     Sir  F.  Banbury,  Mar.  17,  451- 

Fees  to  be  charged. 
Os,     Sir   F.    Banburv,    Mar   17.     452; 
Sir   W.  Robson,*^452,  456;   Mr.  (I. 
Faber,  454 ;    Mr.  FeU,  455. 

Questions 

Irrelevant,  Mar,  25,  1419. 

Notice  to  be  given  of.  Mar,  16,  181,  1%: 
Mar,  18,  564  ;  Mar,  19,  790  ;  Mar,  23, 
1074  ;  Mar.  24,  1210,  1212  ;  Mar,  26, 
1578,  1593. 

Out  of  Order,  Mar,  16,   182;     Mar.  23, 
1076  ;    Mar,  25,  1407  ;    Mar.  26, 1590. 
Quotations  in.  Mar.  24,  1209. 

Statement  may  not  be  made  in.  Mar.  25, 
1417. 

Eadford,  Mr.  0.  H.  [Islington,  K] 

Dormant  Funds,  List  of — Additional  In- 
formation,  proposed.   Mar.   23,  1094. 

Eaglan,  Lord 
Army 

Artillery  Reductiond  effected.  Mar. 
16,  131. 

Reductions  efFected,  Mar.  16,  130. 

Rej)ort  of  Insp^ctor-General  for  19i>7 
as  to  Training  and  Efficiency  of 
the  Troops — ^Tabling,  proposed, 
Mar.  16,  133. 

Stores,  Maintaining  Adequate  Reecrve 
of.  Mar.  16,  134. 

Territorial  Force  Artillery,  Organisa- 
tion and  Training  of.  Mar.  16, 
132. 

Railway  and  Canal  Comniuiioii 

Annual  Report  Presented,  if«r.  27,  1703. 

Railways 

Accidents  and  Casualties  (1907)— Return 
Presented,  Mar.  24,  1186;    Mar.  25, 

Automatic  Couplings,  Trials  of. 
Qs.    Mr.  Maddison;    Aa.    Mr.  Kewley, 
Mar.  26,  1668. 

Ba<!on,   Butter,   and   Eggs  from  Iidand, 
Rates  on. 
Q.    Mr.    T.    O'DomieU;     A.    Mr. 
T.  W.  RusseU,  ifor.  2ff,*1544, 
1683. 
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ailways— con/. 

Cargo  Men,  etc. — Inclusion  in  Scope  of 
Conciliation  Board. 

Q,     Mr.  C.  Duncan  ;  A.     Mr.  Lloyd- 
George,   Mar.   18,   571. 

tHstrict — Posting   of   Notice   as    to   what 
to  do  in  Case  of  Fire,  proposed. 
Q,    Dr.  Rutherford;   A.  Mr.  Lloyd- 
George,  Mar.  17,  399. 

Irish — Great  Southern  and  Western  Agree- 
ment to  Scheme  for  Conciliation 
Board. 

Q.  Mr.  K.  (VBrien;   A.  Mr.Kearley, 
Mar.  26,  1553. 

Tickets,  Printing  Amount  of  Fare  on, 
proposed. 

Q.     Mr.    C.    E.    Price;         A.     Mr. 
Lloyd- George,  Mar.  19,  761. 

taphael,  Mr.  H.  H.  [Derbyshire,  S.] 

House  of  Commons — Ladies  Gallery,  Im- 
provement of.  Mar.  23,  1089. 

Melbourne  (Derbyshire) — Gooseberry  Mil-  j 
dew  Order,  Operation  of.  Mar.  19,  785. 

tates  and  Rating: 

Agricultural     Districts — Statistics    (1899» 
1900  and  1906-7). 
Q.     Mr.  Gwjmn ;     A.     Mr.  Burns, 
Mar.  16,  196. 

tawlinson,    Mr-    J.    F.    P.   [Cambridge 

University] 
Children  Bill,  2r.  Mar.  24,  1278-1282. 
Royston  School— Case  of  Mr.  0.  B.  Mibie, 
Mar.  17,  416 ;    Mar.  23,  1090. 

ledmond,  Mr.  J.  E.  [Waterford] 

Congested  Districts  Board 

Funds    Available    for    Purchase    of 
Estates,  Mar.  18,  624-629. 

Land  Purchase    Policy  of,  Mar.  18, 
624-629. 

Digby  Estate,  Sale,  of,   Mar.  18,  625-627. 

Glenahiery  Explosion 

Report  of  District-Inspector   Preston, 
Mar.  25,  1416. 

Walsh  Case — Issue  of  nolle  prosequi. 
Mar.  26,  1585. 
Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  (Ireland' 

Bill,  2r.,  Mar.  20,  983-986. 
Kingstown    Harbour,    Correspondence    as 

to   calling   of   St<?amer   at.    Mar.    16, 

208,  20J. 

Medical    Inspection    of    School    Children. 

Provision  for.   Mar.  25,   1428,    1429; 

Mar.  26,  1572. 
Ventry  Estate,  Delay  in  Sale  of.  Mar.  18, 


tedmond,  Mr.  W.  H.':R.  [Clare,  E.] 

Australasian  State  Railways,  Information 
a?  to.  Mar.  18,  547. 
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Eedmond,  Mr.  W.  H.  B.—conL 

House  of  Commons — Accommodtition  for 
Foreign  and  Colonial  Press  Repre- 
sentatives, Mar.  24,  1323. 

Housing  of  tJxe  Working  Classes  (Ireland) 
Bill,  2r.,  Mar.  20,  966-970. 

Natal — Dinizulu,  Trial  of.  Charge  and 
Procedure,  Mar.  16,  185. 

Registration  of  Clubs  (Ireland)  Bill,  2r., 
Mar.  27,  1729,  1733-1737. 

Scariff  Labourers'  Cottages  Scheme,  Inquiry 
into.  Mar.  23,  1099. 

Small  Holdings  (Scotland)  Bill,  Proposals 
as  to.  Mar.  16,  209. 

Bees,  Mr.  J.  D.  [Montgomery  Boroughs] 

Africa,  South — Garrison,  Reduction  of, 
proposed.  Mar.  19,  879. 

Army 

Strength  of.  Mar.  19,  877,  880. 

Territorial  Force,  Quartermasters,  Pro- 
motion, of.  Mar.  16,  179. 

Egypt — British  Garrison,  Strength  of. 
Mar.  19,  879. 

House  of  Commons — Accommodation  for 
Foreign  and  Colonial  Press  Repre- 
sentatives,  Mar.  24,   1316-1318. 

India 

Army,  Reduction  in  Strength  of, 
proposed.  Mar.  19, 877-881 ;  Mar. 
26',  1542. 

Canadian  Immigration  Restrictions 
on  British  Indians,  Dissemina- 
tion of.  Mar.  26,  1542. 

Companies,  Legislative  Proposals  for 
Dealing  with.  Mar.  26,  1542. 

Kushtia — Attempted  Assassination  of 
Rev.  Mr.  Hickinbotham,  Mar.  26, 
1543. 

Magistrates,  Nationality  of,  Mar.  24, 
1192. 

Railways — Financial  Policy,  Mar.  24, 
1192. 

Thomasson  College,  Functions  of. 
Mar  24,  1200. 

Tinnevelly  Riot,  Information  as  to. 
Mar.  17,  396. 

Trade  Roads  into  Tibet,  Improve- 
ment of.  Mar.  24,  1200. 

Lewis,  Island  of.  Proposals  for  Improve- 
ment of  Water  Supply,  Mar.  16,  205. 

Natal — Dinizulu,  Trial  of,  Charge  and  Pro- 
cedure. Mar.  I'K  186,  187. 

Answer  to  Mr.  Jellicoe's  Letter, 
Mar.  19,  775. 

Russia  Import  Duty  on  Indian  Tea,  Mar. 
16,   191. 

Reformatory  ani  Indastrial  Schools 

Boys  sent  to  Sea  from  (1908-7) 

Q.     Mr.    Alden ;       A.     Mr.    Gladstone, 
Mar.   23.    1081. 
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Registration  of  Clubs  (Ireland)  Bill 

c.  2r.,  Mar.  27,  1710. 

Remnant,  Mr.  J.  T.  [Finsbary,  Holbom] 

Haulbowline    Works,    Granite    used    for, 
Mar.  26,  1557,  1558. 

Hilsea  — "  Coach  and   Horses,"   Sale  of. 
Mar.  23,   1075. 

Scarlet   Fever,   Inquiry,    Decision   as   to, 
Mar.  26,  1568,   1569. 

Revenue  and  Expenditure 

Collection  of  Taxes  (1906-8)— Return  Pre- 
sented, Mar.   27,   1703. 

Finance  Accounts,    Information  included 
in. 
Q.     Mr.    Cox;      A.     Mr.    Asquith, 
Mar.  25,  1431. 

Rhynmey  Railway  Bill 

I.  Rep.*  Mar.  19,  733. 

3R.*  Mar.  24,  1177. 

c.  iB.*  Mar.  25,  1395. 

Richards,  Mr.  T.  F,  [Wolverhamptoo,  W.] 

Cheltenham  Post  Office  Cycle  Cleaner, 
Pay  of.  Mar.  IS,  573. 

Post  Office — Split  Turns  of  Duty,  eti\. 
Proposals  as  to.  Mar.  23,  1058. 

Teachers,    Superannuated,    Information 
to.  Mar.  23,  1090. 

Richardson,  Mr.  A.  [Nottingham,  S.] 

Company  Franchise  Rights — Legisla- 
tion proposed,  31  ar.  19,  778. 

Nottingham,  Licensed  Houses  closed  in. 
Mar.  25,   1405. 

Ridley,  Viscount 

Land  Values  (Scotland)  Bill,  2r.,  Mar.  26, 
1359-1368;      Mar.   26,   1623. 

Ridsdale,  Mr.  E.  A.  [Brighton] 

Bible  Board  Clerk  and  Printer's  Reader, 
Duties  of.  Mar.  19,  761. 

Exj)losives — Penalty  on  MesKi*s.  Kynoch, 
for  Addition  of  Mercuric  Chloride, 
Mar.  16, 193. 

Limited  Liability  Acts,  Breweries  and  Dis- 
tilleries registered  under.  Mar.  13, 
4. 

Limner  and  Historiographer,  Appoint- 
ment of,  Mar.  10,  207. 

Peat-Moss  Im|>ortiition,  Restrictions  on 
Mar.  'JO,  l.").-)!'. 

Ripon,  Marquess  oi—Lonl  Privy  Seal 

Devonshire,  Duke  of,  Death  of.  Mar. 
24,   1178,   1183. 

Standing  Order  No.  XXXIX,  Suspension 
of,  Mar.  25,  1351. 
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Roads 

Qrant-in-Aid  to  County  Councils  for  Main- 
tenance of,  proposed. 
Os.  Loid  Montagu  of  Beaulieu. 
Mar.  17,  345-349,  359 ;  Lord 
AUendale,  349-352,  360 ;  Mar- 
quess  of  Londonderry,  353- 
355 ;  Lord  fltsmaurice.  Mar. 
17,  366-358. 

Repair  in  Rural  Distriots,  Necessity  for. 
Qa.    Mr.  Myer ;    As.    Mr.  Bums,  Mar. 
16,  197. 

Roberts.  Earl 

Territorial  Force  Artillery,  Organisation 
and  Training  of.  Mar.  16,  125. 

Roberts,  Mr.  0.  H.  [Norwich] 

Blofield— Case  of  F.  W.  Brown,  Mar.  17, 
416. 

Loch  Long  Torpedo  Range— Negotiations 
for  Land,  Mar.  24,  1108. 

Roberts.  Mr.  J.  H.  [DenbighBhire,  W.] 

Opium  in  India,  Revenue  derived  from  Con- 
sumption, Mar.  17,  410. 

Roberts,  Mr.  S.  [Sheffield,  Eoolenll] 

Post  Office^Politic&l  Omnisations,  Regu- 
lations as  to.  Mar.  16,  299-303 ;  Mar. 
23,  1086. 

Pobertson,  Rt  Hon.  E.-Secr^ar^  to  tkt 
Admiralty  [Dundee] 

Admiralty 

Coal  in  Stock  and  Amount  issued  in 
1907-8,  Mar.  24,  1195. 

Contracts — ^Wages  paid  by  Messrs. 
Armstrong,  Whitworth  and  Co.. 
Mar.  19,  708. 

Artificer  Engineers  ouried  in  Complement 

of  Cruisers,  Mar.  19^  767. 
Bath,  Eli,  Case  of.  Mar.  24,  1100. 

Cadets — ^Number  seleoiing  Enffineering. 
Mar.  19,  767. 

Channel  Fleet  Strength  on  11^  intt..  Mar. 
17,  406. 

Chatham  Depot,  Engine-room  Artificers 
allotted  to.  Mar.  17. 404. 

Coastguard,  Policy  ae  to.  Mar.  19,  915; 
Mar.  20,  920. 

Cordite 

Defective— Amount  destroyed  in  1907. 
Mar.  19,  769. 

Destruction,  Cause  tot.  Mar.  26.  1656* 

Period  of  Pkvservatlon  in  Hot  Climates. 
Mar.  16,  161. 

Stock  of.  Mar.  26,  1657. 

Dockyards 

Established  Sta£F,  Decision  as  to.  Mar. 
23,  1064. 

Number  of  Men  emplqywL  Mar.  16. 
160. 
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obertoon,  Et.  Hon.  'E.—cont. 

Dockyards — cont. 

Transfer  of  Workmen  to  meet  Fluctua- 
tions of  Work.  Mar.  23,  1050. 
Engine-room    Department,    Strength    and 

status  oU  Mar,  26, 1549,  1550. 
"  Grappler  "    and    "  Robust  "   Tugs,    Use 

for,  Mar.  20,  923. 

Oimnery 

Battle  Practice 

Channel    Fleet,  Time    taken    by, 

Mar.  24,  1197. 
"  Dreadnought,"  Firing  by.  Mar. 

24,  1198. 
Return,   Form   of   and    date    of 
issuing.  Mar.  17,  406 ;    Mar. 
24,   1190,   1198,   1199. 
Trial  Shots  fired  at  Target,  Mar. 
24,  1197. 
Improvement,  Measures  for.  Mar.  24* 
1198. 
"  Hannibal,"  Battle  Practice  of,  Mar.  17, 

406. 
Haulbowline  Works — Granite  used  by.  Mar. 

26,  1557,  1558. 
Hayti— British  Warships  in  Vicinity,  Mar. 

18,  556. 
"  Indus  " 

Cost   of   Officers,    Petty   Officers   and 

Pensioned  Instructors,    Mar.   17, 

405. 

Police   employed  for  Stoker  Ratings, 

Mar.  18,  556. 

Loch  Long  Torpedo  Range — Negotiations 

for  Land,  Mar.  24,  1198. 
Mechanical  Training  Establishment — ^Vote 

on  which  taken,  Mar.  17,  404. 
"  Montagu  " — Cost  of  Salving  and  Value  of 

Stores  salved.  Mar.  20,  920. 
Officers*  Training — New  System,  Mar.  19, 

914. 
Ordnance    Department    Writers,    Pay    of. 

Mar.  20,  924. 
Pembroke    Dockyard    Workmen,    Petition 

from.  Mar.  17,  398. 
Plain  Clothes,  Privilege  of  Wearing,  Mar. 

17,  406. 
Refrigerating  Machinery  for  Ships'  Maga- 
zines, Proposals  as  to,  Mar.  19,  754. 
Rosyth    Water    vSupply    Scheme — Admir- 
alty Liability,  Mar.  19,  769. 
Shipbuilding — British     and     Foreign     Ex- 
penditure (1906  and   1907),   Mar.   IS, 
552. 
Stoker    Petty    Officers,    Training    for    Me- 
chanician  Rating — Cost   of   Pay,   Vic- 
tualling, etc.,  Mar.  19.  76H. 

Stokers  joining  under  Short  Service  System 
in  1907,  Mar.  17,  404. 

Torpedo  Boat  99,  Awards  for  Raising  of, 
Mar.  16,  101. 

V^OL.  CLXXXVI.  iFouuTii  Seiiiks-I 


Bobertson,  Et.  Hon.  'E—cont 

Torpedoes 

New  Heater  Type,  Advantages  of. 
Mar.  17,  398,  399. 

Orders  for.  Mar.  17,  399. 

"Yard    Craft    No.    II."    Speed,    etc.,    of. 
Mar.  24,  1196  ;   Mar.  27,  1706. 

Robertson*   Mr.    J.   M.    [NorthnmberlMid, 
Tyncside] 

Army,  Strength  of.  Mar.  19,  881-886. 

Egypt — Cotton  Cultivation  Inquiry,  Pro- 
posals for.  Mar.  26,  1566. 

Indian  Army,  Reduction  in  Strength  of, 
proposed.  Mar.  19,  882,  884. 

Bobertson,  Sir  G.  8.  [Bradford,  Central] 
Agricultural  Department 

Constitution  and  Working,  Legislative 
Proposals  for  Amending,  Mar.  20, 
921. 

Co-operative  Trading  Societies  Sub- 
sidised by.  Mar.  19,  766. 

Robson      Sir    W.      8.  —  Attorney -General 
[South  Shields] 

Land  Registration,  Scottish  System,  Pro- 
posals for  Revision  of.  Mar.  16,  172. 

Land  Transfer  Acts,  Inquiry  into  Working 
of.  Mar.  23,  1060. 

Moneylenders,  Licensing  of  Women  Lenders 
— -Gainsford  Street  Case,  Mar.  26, 
1576. 

Prosecution     of     Offences     (Amendment) 
Bill,  2r.,  Mar.  24,  1239. 

Expenses  Resolution,  Mar.  26,  1611- 
1614,  1616. 

Public  Trustee 

Branch    Offices — Number  Established 

Mar.  17,  456. 
Fees  to  be  Charged,  Mar.  17,  452,  456. 

Rochdale  Corporation  Bill 

c.  Con*  Mar.  19,  750. 

3r.*  Mar.  23,  1047. 

/.   iR.*  Mar.  24,  1177. 

Roche  Mr.  J.  [Gal way,  K] 

Galway — Case  of  Michael  Mahon,  Mar.  26, 
1590. 

Rogers,  Mr.  F.  N.  [Wiltshire,  Devizes] 

Hollosley  Bay  Labour  Colony,  Value  of 
Improvements,  Mar.  23,  1060. 

Small  Holdings  Act,  Working  of — Financial 
Position  of  County  Councils,  etc.,  Mar. 
10.  283,  284. 

Rosebery,  Earl 

Devonshire,  Duke  of.  Death  of,  Mar.  24, 
1181-1183. 

Land  Values  (Scotland)  Bill,  2r.,  Mar.  25, 
1383  ;  Mar.  '26,  1.119. 

Small  Holdinir'*.  Ex|ierimental,  Grants  {::. 
Mar.  16,  111. 
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Boss-shire 

Dog-poisoning  Cases — Police  Efforts  to 
Trace  Poisoners. 

Q.     Mr.    Weir;     A.     Mr.    Sinclair, 
Mar.  24,  1219. 

Eosyth  Naval  Base 

See  under  Navy 

Eowlands,  Mr.  J.  [Kent,  Dartford] 

Land  Registration,  Scottish  System,  Pro- 
posals for  Revision  of.  Mar.  16,  171, 
172. 

Post  Office  —  Lodgers*  Letters,  Re- 
Direction  of,  Mar.  26,  1541. 

Boyal  London  Friendly  Society 

Conversion  into  Mutual  Insurance  Com- 
pany. 

Q.     Mr.   Clough;     A.     Mr.   Runci- 
man,  Mar.  24,  1217. 

Eoyston  School 

Milnes,  Mr.  O.  B.,  Case  of, 

Oa.  Lord  Barnard,  Mar.  23,  1012  ; 
Earl  of  Dartmouth,  1023-1025, 
1035  ;  Earl  of  Crewe,  1035. 
Qs.  Mr.  Rawlinson ;  As.  Mr. 
McKenna,  Mar.  17,  416  ;  Mar. 
23, 1090. 

Bunciman,  Mr.  W. — Financial  Secretary  to 
the  Treasury  [Dewsbury]. 

Civil  Service 

Boy  Clerks,  Service  Marks  given  to. 
Mar.  24,  1218. 

Grievances  of  Subordinate  Officers, 
Cause  of,  Mar.  18,  546. 

Civil  Service  Estimates,  Memorandum, 
Date  of  Circulating,  Mar.  26,  1669. 

County  Court  Stationery  Allowances,  Mar. 
13,5. 

Criminal  Appeal  Act,  1907 — Appointment 
of  Shorthand  Writers,  Mar.  23,  1053, 
1054,  1093. 

Customs  Outport  Watchers,  Pay  of.  Mar. 
16,  170. 

Dormant      Funds,     List     of — Additional 
Liformation  proposed.  Mar.  23,  1094. 
Dublin. 

Custom  House  Stamp  Ofl&ce,  Hours 
of  Opening,  Mar.  19,  762. 

Port  Dues — Comparison  with  Kings- 
town, Mar.  26,  1591. 

Egypt 

Memphis,  Assistance  towards  Ex- 
cavation of.  Mar.  18,  570. 

Moustafa  Kamal  Pasha's  Funeral, 
Attendance  of  Students  at.  Mar. 
16,  19L 

School  Sports,  Date  Fixed  for  Holding, 
Mar.  16,  191. 

Enfield  Lock— Case  of  West,  Mar.  16,  204. 
Mar.  25,  1412. 
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Ennciman,  Mr.  W-cont. 

Government  Departments — Lrish  Credit 
Balances  (1907-1908),  Mar.  16, 170. 

Inland  Revenue  Superannuation,  Age 
for.  Mar.  27, 1705. 

Kingston  Harbour,  Charge  on  Railway 
Company  for  Using,  Mar.  18,  59(». 
591. 

Motor  Licence  Duty,  System  of  charging. 
Mar.  18,  649. 

Pacific  Cable  Grant-in-Aid,  Increase  in, 
Mar.  18,  649. 

Post  Office  Mail  Service  Contracts. 
Opportunity  for  Discussing,  Mar.  26, 
1575. 

Royal  London  Friendly  Society — Con- 
version  into  Mutual  Insurance  Com- 
pany, Mar.  24,  1217. 

Russia 

Import   Duty  on   Indian  Tea,  Mar. 
16,  191. 

Luxenburg,  Mr.,   Arrest  of.  Mar.  23. 
1079. 

Siam,  Treaty  with — Effect  on  British  Trade. 
Mar.  16,  190. 

Silver  Coinage  for  Colonies  and  Pro- 
tectorates, Expenditure  in  ConBection 
with.  Mar.  17,  460. 

Stirlingshire,  Small  Holdings  —  Applica- 
tions for  Crown  Lands,  Mar.  23, 1099 ; 
Mar.  24,  1218. 

Tobacco — Scottish  Cultivation  Proposals. 
Mar.  26,  1676. 

Tobacco  Growing  (Sootland)  Bill,  Pro- 
visions of.  Mar.  23,  1097. 

Treasury  Chest  Bond,  Vote  for,  Mar.  17, 
457. 

War  Office,  Old  Buildings,  Disposal  of. 
Mar.  23,  1094. 

Workmen's  Clubs,  Registration  of,  Mar. 
18,  548. 

Eussell,  Et.  Hon.  T.  W.,  VieePreiidetUof 
the  Agriculture  and  Technical  Imtriu- 
iion  DqKirtment  [Tyrone,  S,] 

Administration,  Cost  of,  etc..  Mar.  26, 
1639-1644. 

Agriculture  Department 

Expenditure  of.  Mar.  26,  1639,  1640. 

Work  of.  Mar.  26,  1640. 
Bacon,    Butter   and   Eggs   from   Ireland, 

Railway   Rates   on,    JIfcir.    26,   1644, 

1583. 

Bumfoot  Petty  Sessions — Prosecution  for 
Cruelty  in  Landing  Cattle,  Mar.  26, 
1553. 

Constabulary,  Cost  of.  Mar.  26  1642, 
1646. 

Education  Policy,  Mar.  26,  1642. 
Exports   of   Bacon,   Eggs,   etc.    (1904-7). 
Mar.  26,  1648,  1686. 

Industries  and  Produce,  Protection  of* 
Mar.  26,  1684,  1586. 
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XuMell,  Bt.  Hon.  T.  W—cont. 

Law  and  Justice,  Cost  of,  Mar.  26,  1641. 

Peat-Moss  Importation,  Restrictions  on. 
Mar,  26,  1552. 

Registration  of  Clubs  (Ireland)  Bill,  2b., 
Mar.  27,  1713,  1723-1728. 

Taxation,  Irish  Contribution — Over-Taxa- 
tion etc..  Mar.  26,  1662. 

Whaling  Industry — ^Donegal  Stations,  De- 
cision as  to,  Mar.  25,  1431. 

Bnssia 

Import  Duty  on  Indian  Tea. 

Q.  Mr.  Rees ;  A.  Mr.  Runciman, 
Mar.  16,  191. 

Luxembiurg,  Mr.  Arrest  of. 

Qa.  Sir  W.  Bull,  Mr. Mitchell-Thompson, 
M.  Fletcher,  Mr.  Laidlaw  ;  A.  Mr. 
Runciman,  Mar.  23,  1078. 

Bntherford*  Br.  V.  H.   [Middlesex,  Brent- 
ford] 
India 

Bikanir  Thakurs,   Case   of,   Mar.    17, 
408. 

Madras    High    Court   Judgeship, 

Proposals    for   Filling,    Mar.    19, 
770. 

Orissa     Floods,    Distress    caused    by 
Mar.  17,  408. 

Railways,  District — Posting  of  Notice 
as  to  what  to  do  in  Case  of  Fire, 
proposed.  Mar.  17,  399. 

Bntherford,  Mr.  W.  H-  [Liverpool,  W., 
Derby] 

Education  Board  President,  Absence  of 
during  Discussion  of  Education  Vote, 
Mar.  18,  727. 

Science  and  Technology,  Imperial  College 
of.   Estimate  for.   Mar.  18,  728. 

St  Aldwyn,  Visoount 

Land  Values  (Scotland)  Bill,  2r.,  Mar. 
25,  1368-1375. 

8t  Davids,  Bishop  of 

Narberth  Trust  School,  Decision  of  Educa- 
tion Board  as  to.  Mar.  23,  1015. 

Swansea  Education  Dispute,  Mar.  23, 
1016-1022. 

8t  Helena 

Medical  Attendance  for'Inhabitants. 
Qa.     Major  Anstruther- Gray ;    As.     Mr. 
Churchill,  Mar.  26,  1504. 

Saltcoats 

Post  Office,  Site  for. 

Q.  Mr.  Cochrane;  A.  Mr.  Buxton, 
Mar.  23,  1049. 

Saltonn,  Lord 

Land    Values    (Scotland)    Bill.    2r.,    Mar. 
25,  1390-1393. 
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Samnel,  Mr.  H.  "L,— Under  Secretary ^  Htnne 
Office  [Yorkshire,  Cleveland] 
Aliens 

Immigration   Boards. 

Advisory  Committees,  Formation 

of,  'Mar.  17,  413. 
Period  of  Appointment  of  Members 
Mar.  17,  413. 
KofiFenburg  (or  Woflfenburg)   Family. 
Cause    for    Rejection    of.     Mar. 
17,  413. 

Children  BiU,  2b.,  Mar.  24,  1289-1300. 

Factories  and  Workshops  Inspectors 

Prosecutions    Undertaken    by.    Mar, 
17,  414. 

Returns    as    to    Work    of.    Mar,    17, 
414,  415. 
Labour — Eight    Hours    Day,    Limitation, 
proposed.  Mar.  18,  694-702,  704. 

Washington  Glebe  Colliery  Inquest — Re- 
presentation of  Home  Office,  Mar. 
17,  415. 

Sassoon,  Sir  E.  A.  [Hythe] 

Elementary  Education  (England  and  Wales) 
Bill — Orant  for,  Condon  Contracted- 
out  Schools,  Mar,  19,  783,  784. 

Savings  Banks 

See  also  tiUes  Post  Office  Sayings  Bank, 
Trustee  Savings  Banks,  etc. 

Investments — Cost  Price,  etc. 

Q.  Mr.  MacNeill ;  A.  Mr.  Asquith, 
Mar.  24,  1229. 

Saye  and  Sole,  Lord 

Army  Officers — Pension  System,  Mar.  19, 
745. 

Scariff 

Labourers*  Cottages  Scheme,  Inquiry  into. 
Q.     Mr.  W.  Redmond  ;   A.     Mr.  Birrell, 
Mar.  23,  1099. 

Scarlet  Fever 

Inquiry,  Division  as  to. 

Qs.  Mr.  Remnant ;  As.  Dr.  Mac- 
namara,  Mar.  26,  1568. 

Science      and     Technology,     Imperial 
College  of 

Estimate  for.  Information  as  to. 

Os.  Sir  W.  Anson,  Mar.  18,  717-719  ; 
Mr.  Lough,  719,  720,  726 ;  Sir  H. 
Craik,  721-724;  Mr.  Lane-Fox, 
724  ;  Mr.  C.  Hay,  724  ;  Mr.  Carlile, 
725;  Sir  F.  Banbury,*726 ;  Mr. 
Bridgeman,  727;  Mr.  W.  Ruther- 
ford, 728.  ^jp 

Governing  Body. 

Q.  Mr.  J.  R.  Macdonald';  A.  Mr. 
McKenna,  Mar.  26,  1572. 
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Scotland 

Secretary — Rt.  Hon.  J.  Sinclair. 
Lord  Advocate— "Rt.  Hon.  T.  Shaw. 
SdicUor-Oeneral — ^Mr.   A.    Ure. 
[For  Particvlar  Places,  see  their  Names.'] 
Bible  Board  Clerk  and  Printer's  Reader, 
Duties  of. 

Q.     Mr.  Ridsdale  \A.     Mr.  Sinclair, 
Mar.  19,  761. 
Housing     Condition — Return     Presented, 
Mar,  27,  1703. 

Landless  Cottars,  Proposals  for  Dealing 
with  Grievances  of. 

Q.    Mr.   Weir;      A.    Mr.   Sinclair, 
Mar,  24,  1221. 
Limner  and  Historiographer,  Appointment 
of. 

Qs.     Mr.  Weir,  Mr.  Ridsdale ;    Aa. 

Mr.  Sinclair,  Mar.  16,  207. 
Q.     Sir  J.  Tuke  ;    A.     Mr.  Sinclair, 
Mar.  19,  761. 

Royal  Scottish  Museum — Danger  of  Fire 
from  Proximity  of  Warehouses. 
Qa.     Sir     H.     Craik ;  Aa.     Mr. 

Sinclair,  Mar.  3  1096. 
Q.     Mr.      Mitchell-Thomson;       A. 
Mr.  Harcourt,  Mar.  23,  1098. 

Sheep  Farms — Effect  of  Decision  in  Cage  of 
Gillespie  v.  Middell. 

Q.    Mr.   Ainsworth;      A.     Mr.   T. 
Shaw,  Mar.  26,  1413. 

Sheriff's  Court  Fees  and  Books  of  Accounts 
Act  of  Sederunt,  Presented,  Mar.  16, 
103,  169. 

Sea   Fisheries    Beg^ation     (Scotland) 
Bill 

Government  Attitude. 

Qa.  Mr.  Morton,  Mr.  Weir;  Aa.  Mr. 
Sinclair,  Mr.  Speaker,  Mar.  19, 
789. 

Seaham  Harbonr 

Postal  Facilities 

Q.  Mr.  Lambton ;  A.  l^Ir.  Buxton, 
Mar.  26,  1551. 

Seaham  Harbcur  Bill 

c.  Con.*  Mar.  25,  1394. 

Seaham  Harbour  Bock  Bill 

c.  Bep.*  Mar.  19,  751. 
Sears,  Mr.  J.  E.  [Cheltenham] 

Volunteers'  Long  Service  Medal,  Grant 
of,  Mar.  18,  562. 

Seavems,  Mr.  J.  H.  [Lambeth,  Brixton] 
Fodder    Import    Restrictions,    Scope    of, 
Mar.  16,  169. 

TeleCT^]>h  Service  Technical  Increment, 
Telegra])hists  Earning,  Mar.  16,  173. 

Secret  Service 

Expenditure  on. 

Q.     ;Mr.  Morton  ;  A.     Mr.  Asquith,' 3/«r. 
24,  12-jy. 
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Secretary  of  State    for    the    Colonies 

at.  Eon.  Earl  of  Elgin. 

Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  AfGairs 

Bt.  Hon,  Sir  E.  Grey. 

Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment 

Bt.  Hon.  H.  Gladskme. 

Secretary  of  State  for  India 

Bt  Hon.  J.  MorUy. 

Secretary  of  State  for  Scotland 

Bt.  Hon.  J.  Sinclair. 

Secretary  of  State  for  War 

Bt.  Hon.  B.  £.  Haldane. 

Seely,  Col.  J*  E.  B.  [Liverpool,  Aberoromby] 
Army 

Soldiers'   Taberculous — ^DisohargeB  in 
1907,  Mar.  17,  667. 

Territorial    Force  Attestation  Form, 
Terms  of.  Mar.  25,  1439. 

Army  (Annual)  Bill,  Com,,  Mar.  2 
1439,  1462. 

Consolidated  Fund  (No.  1)  Bill,  2b.,  Mar. 
23,   nil,  1144-1148. 

Transvaal  Chinese  Labour — Re-enactment 
of  Ordinance  of  1904-5,  Mar.  23, 
1444-1448. 

Servia 

Trade  Report  Presented,  Mar.  18,  494. 

ShaWf  £t.  Hon.  T.—Lord  Advocate  [Hawick 
Burghs] 

Children  Bill,  2b.,  Mar.  24,  1261-1262. 

Juries,  System  of  Summoning — ^Discontent 
in  Scotland,  Mar.  23,  1064. 

Sheep  Farms — Effect  of  Decision  in  Case  of 
Gillespie  v.  Riddell,  Matr.  25,  1413. 

Sheffield,  Sir  B.  [Lincolnshire,  Biigg] 

Army — Annual  Report  of  Inspector- 
General,  Mar.  18,  662. 

Coal  Mines  (Ei^t  Hours)  Bill — ^Represen- 
tations received.  Mar.  24, 1211. 

Licensing  Bill — Extension  to  Scotland, 
proposed.  Mar.  23,  1006. 

Navy — Refrigerating  Machinery  for  Ships* 
Magazines,  Proposals  as  to.  Mar.  19, 
764. 

Panama  Canal  Labour — Date  of  Presenting 
Report,  Mar.  17,  412. 

Small  Holdings 

Land  offered  to  County  Councils — 
Lindsey  Case,  Mar.  16,  274-278. 

Working  of  Act^ — Financial  Position  <>f 
County  Councils,etc,  Mar.  16, 273 ; 
Mar.  17,  429. 

War  Office  Old  Building,  Disposal  of.  Mar. 
23, 1094. 
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Mr.  Sinclair, 


Shetland 

Water  Supply. 

Q.    Mr.  J.  C.  Wason  ;  A, 
Mar.  19,  789. 

Shop  Hours  Act 

Orders  under.  Presented,  Mar.  16,  104, 
168 ;    Mar.  fS7,  1703. 

8iam 

Treaty  with 

Effect  on  British  Trade. 

Q.     Mr.  Gibbs  ;  A.     Mr.  Runciman, 
Mar.  16,  190. 

Terms  of  and  Date  of  Tabling. 

Q.    Mr.  Smeaton  ;  A.     Sir  E.  Grey, 
Mar.  19,  776. 

Sinolair,  Bt.  Hon.  J,— Secretary  for  Scotland 

[Forfarshire] 
Bible  Board  Clerk  and  Printer's  Reader, 

Duties  of.  Mar.  19,  761. 
Clyde  Fisheries — Use  of  Seine  Nets»  Mar. 

17,  394 ;  Mar.  18,  676,  676 ;  Mar.  26, 
1682, 1683. 

Congested  Districts  Boird — Conditions  of 
Supplying  Seed  Corn,  Mar.  17,  394. 

Criminal  Procedure — Case  of  R.  Simpson, 
Mar.  16,  206. 

Crofters  Acts — Amendment  Proposals,  Mar. 

18,  676. 
Education 

Additional  Grant,  Proposals  for.  Mar. 
20,  923. 

Gardens,  Number  of  Schools  Possess- 
ing, Mar.  24,  1223. 

Legislative  Proposals,  Mar.  19,  788. 
Education  (Scotland)  Bill,  Proposals  as  to. 

Mar.  24,  1220. 
Fisheries 

Legislative  Measures,  Government  Atti- 
tude Towards,  Mar.  24,  1222. 

Liine-Fishing,  Protection  of.  Mar.  26, 
1644. 

Protection  of  Grounds,  Mar.  26,  1580, 
1681. 

.Scottish  Assessable  Rentals  and  Legis- 
lative Proposals,  Mar.  24,  1193. 

Spies  Employed  by  the  Board,  Mar. 
19,  788. 

Trawling  j 

British  Vessels  Registered  in  Nor-  i 

way,    Propasals    for    doxling  ; 

with.  Mar.  24,  1221,  1222.        | 

Penalties,   Increase  of,   proposed,  > 
Mar.  24,  1223. 

Prosecutions    in    1907,     Mar.    20,  ', 
919. 

Glasgow 

Butcher  Fined  for  Sale  of  Tuberculous  | 

Meat,  Mar.  16,  207.  I 

Cattle   Inspection    Regulations,    Mar.  \ 

19,  788.  1 
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Sinclair,  Bt.  Hon.  J.—cant. 

Haddington— Case    of    Montgomerie    and 

Company,  Mar.  25,  1413. 
Herring   Fishery   (Scotland)   Act,    1889— 

Section   8,    E-'itending   Operation   of, 

proposed.  Mar.  18,  649. 
Landless    Cottars,    Proposals    for   dealing 

with  Grievances  of.  Mar.  H,  1221. 

Lewis,  Island  of 

Carloway— Stomoway  Road,  Comple- 

tion  of.  Mar.  B4,  1219. 
Emigration  to  Mainland,  Scheme    for 

Mar.  £6,  1579. 
Shader  Landing  Place   Works,   DaU* 

of  Commencing,  Mar.  16,  206. 
Skigersta  Sea  Wall,  Mar.  19,  789. 
Tolsta  and  Ness  Road,  Resolution  as 

to,  Mar.  U,  1219. 
Water  Supply,  Proposals  for  Improve 
ment  of,  Mar.  16,  205. 
New  Wells  sunk  since  1906,  Moj. 
25,  1399. 
Licensing    Bill— Extension    to    Scotland, 

proposed.  Mar.  23,  1095. 
Limner  and  Historiographer,  Appointment 

of.  Mar.  16,  207  ;  Mar.  19,  762. 
Markets— Provision  of  Weighing  Machines, 

Mar.  19,  786. 
Moray  Firth 

"  Bonaigen  "  and  "  Bangkok  "  Case, 

Mar.  17,  397. 
British  Trawlers  registered  in  Norway, 
Mar.  t6,  1681,  1682. 

Foreign  Trawlers  reported  (1907-8), 
Mar.  18,  650;  Mar.  26,  1677 
1678. 

Sale  of  Fish  Trawled  in— Proposals 
for  Legislation,  Mar.  25,  1412. 

Orkney  and  Shetland  Water  Supply,  Mar. 

19,  789 
Ross-shire     Dog-poisoning     Cases — Police 

Efforts  to  Trace  Poisoners,  Mar.  24, 

1219. 
Royal  Scottish  Museum— Danger  of  Fire 

from  Proximity  of  Warehouses,  Mar. 

23,  1096. 

Sea  Fisheries  Regulation  (Scotland)  Bill- 
Government  Attitude,  Mar.  19,  790, 

Skye— Elgoll  Crofters'  Petition  as  to 
Glasnakille,  Mar.  23,  1095. 

Small  Landholders  (Scotland)  Bill,  Rejec- 
tion of— Attitude  of  the  Government, 
Mar.  ^6,  1578,  1579. 

Stirling  Small  Holdings  on  Crown  Lands, 
Decision  as  to,  Mar.  18,  511. 

Trawlers  Certificates  Suspension  Bill,  Pro- 
posals as  to.  Mar.  16,  206 ;  Mar.  17, 
397. 

Vatersay  and  Barra — Disturbances  in 
Barra,  Mar.  23,  1096. 
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Skegness  Urban  District  Council 

I.  Hep*  Mar.  25,  1349. 

Skye 

Elgoll  Crofters*  Petition  as  to  Glasnakille. 
Q.     Sir  J.    Dewar ;      A.     Mr.   Sinclair, 
Mar.  23,  1094. 

Sligo  and  Arigna  Railway  Bill 

c.  2b.*  Mar.  23,  1047. 

Sloan,  Mr.  T.  H.  [Belfast,  S.] 

Bumfoot  Petty  Sessions — Prosecution  for 
Cruelty  in  landing  Cattle,  Mar.  S6, 
1552. 

Caddy  School  Erection — Cause  of  Delay, 
Mar.  18,  546. 

Children  Bill  Second  Reading,  Bate  of 
Taking,  Mar.  23,  1081. 

Crimean  War  Veterans — Regulations  as  to 
Military  Funeral,  Mar.  26,  1555. 

Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  (Ireland 
Bill,  2b.,  Mar.  20,  970. 

Licensing   Bill   Second   Reading,   Dat€  of 
;  Taking,  Mar.  23,  1103,  1186. 

Motor  Licence  Duty,  System  of  Charging, 
Mar.  18,  548,  549. 

Registration  of  Clubs  (Lreland)  Bill,  2b., 
Mar.  27,  1710-1714. 

Telegraph  Service  Overseers,  Circular  as 
to.  Mar.  2G,  1542. 

Small  Holdings 

Experimental  Small  Holdings,  Grants 
for. 

Os.  Earl  of  Onslow,  Mar.  16,  109  ; 
Earl  Carrington,  110;  Earl  of 
Rosebery,  HI  ;  Lord  Lore  bum, 
111. 

Grant  of  £100,000,  Allocation  of. 

08.  Mr.  L.  Hardy,  Mar.  17,  421  ;  Mr. 
Harcourt,  421-423,  425,  437,  448; 
Mr.  A.  Chamberlain,  423,  438 ;  Sir 
F.  Banbury,  424,  425 ;  Mr.  Bridge- 
man,  426,  427;  Mr.  J.  A.  Pease, 
427  ;  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  430,  431, 
434  ;  Captain  Craig,  440-443  ;  Mr. 
T.  L.  Corbett,  444 ;  Captain  Clive, 
445;  Mr.  G.  Faber,  446;  Mr. 
Chaplin,  447. 

Land  offered  to  County  Councils — Lindsey 
Case. 
08.     Sir  B.  Sheffield,  Mar.  16,  274- 
278;         Mr.     Harcourt,     278- 
280;      Mr.    Chaplin,   279-283; 
Mr.  Winfrey,  285  ;     Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfour,    Mar.    17,    431,    432; 
Mr.  Everett,  435  ;  Mr.  Harcourt, 
436,  437  ;    Mr.  Chaplin,  447. 
Loans,    Conditions   of   Granting. 
Q,    Mr.     Boulton;        A,     Mr.     Bums, 
Mar.  23,   1084. 

Rent    to    bo    fixed    to    recoup    Purchase 

Money — Position  of  County  Councils. 

08.     Earl  of  Stradbroke,  Mar.  26, 

1533;     Earl  Carrincton,  1634, 

1536 ;     Earl  of  Onslow,  1535. 
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Small  Holdings— con<. 

Working  of  Act,  Financial  Position  of 
County  Councils,  etc. 
Os.  Sir  B.  Sheffield,  Mar.  16,  273 ; 
Mr.  Rogers,  283,  284 ;  Mr.  L. 
Hardy,  285 ;  Mr.  H.  Beach, 
287,  288  ;  Mr.  Harcourt,  288- 
290,  294,  296  ;  Sir  F.  Banbury, 
290-296 ;         Mr.     Bridgeman, 

294,  295;     Mr.  T.  L.  Corbett, 

295,  296;  Mr.  L.  Hardy, 
Mar.  17,  421,  422,  423,  435; 
Mr.  Harcourt,  421 ;  Sir  B. 
Sheffield,  429;  Mr.  J.  F. 
Mason,  430  ;  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour, 
433  ;     Mr.  A.  S.  Wilson,  439 ; 

Small  Holdings  and  Allotments  Bill 

I.  2b.,  Mar.  17,  343. 

Small  Holdings  (Scotland)  Bill 

Proposals  as  to. 

Q.    Mr.   W.   Redmond;      A.     Mr.  As- 
quith.   Mar.   16,  209. 

Small  Landholders  (Scotland)  Bill 

Grovemment   Proposals. 

Qa.     Mr.  McCrea,  Mr.  Pirie ;    As.    Mr. 
Asquith,  Mar.  18,  691. 

Reconsideration   of. 

Q.    Mr.  Lambton  ;  A.    Mr.  J.  A.  Pease, 
Mar.   23,   1092. 

Rejection  of — Attitude  of  the  Government. 
Qs.    Mr.  Weir,  Viscount  Helmsley,  Mr. 
Ains  worth;         As.     Mr.     Sinclair, 
Mar.  26,  1678. 

Smeaton,  Mr.  B.  M.  [Stirlingshire] 

Brussels  Carpets,  British  Manofacture 
of.  Mar.  18,  672. 

Eg3rpt — Assistance  towards  Excavation 
of  Memphis,  Mar.  18,  570. 

House  of  Commons  Accommodation  for 
Foreign  and  Colonial  Press  Representa- 
tives, Mar.  24,  1300-1304,  1324. 

Indian  Army — Facilities  for  Presb3rterian 
Service  at  Jullundur,  Mar.  18,  664. 

Siam  Agreement,  Terms  of  and  Date  of 
Tabling,  Mar.  19,  776. 

Stirlingshire  Small  Holdings — Applications 
for  Crown  Lands,  Mar.  23,  1098. 

Smith,  Mr.  A.  H.  [Hertfordshire,  Hertfoid] 
Cattle     Importation     Restrictions — Effect 

on  Deptford  Cattle  Market,  etc.,  Mv* 

16,  243. 
Hay  and  Straw  Imported  from  Inlectad 

Districts,  Mar.  16,  243,  244. 

Scares,  Mr.  £.  J.  [Devon,  Barnstaple] 

Devonshire  Licensed  House?  extinguiihiBd 
under  Act  of  1904,  Mar.  24,  1188. 

Solicitor-General 

Sir.  8.  T.  Evans 

Solicitor-General  for  Ireland 

Mr.  i2.  Barry 
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Solioiton 

Scotland — Annual  Fee  payable. 

Q.     Mr.  Watt;    A.     Mr.  Asquith,  Mar. 
26,  1593. 

Somen  Town 

Re-housing  Proposals  of  Midland  Railway 
Company. 

Qa,     Mr.    Lea ;       As.     Mr.    Bums, 
Mar.  25,  1407. 

Sonth  Kensington    College  of  Science 
and  Art 

Grant,    Distribution   of. 

Oe.     Sir  W.  Anson,  Mar.  18,  718  ;    Mr. 
Lough,  720,  72L 

Speaker  and  Bepnty-Speaker— Rulings 

Army  Estimates — ^Matter  irrelevant  to, 
XoXe  under  discussion.  Mar.  19,  884, 
889. 

Civil  Service  Estimates — ^Matter  irrelevant 
to  certain  Votes,  Mar.  17,  424,  442, 
446,  467  ;    Mar.  18,  709. 

Consolidated  Fund  (No.  1)  Bill— Subjects 
relevant  to,  Mar.  23,  1159 ;  Mar.  25, 
1482,  1487,   1488,   1489. 

New  Member  for  Peckham,  Reception  of. 
Mar.  25,   1433. 

Prosecution  of  OflFences  (Amendment) 
Bill — Expenses  Resolution,  Mar.  24, 
1348. 

Questions,  see  that  title. 

Spirits 

Plain  Potato  Spirit  imported  in  1907. 
Q.     Mr.    Haddock;       A.     Mr.     Lloyd- 
George,  Mar.  18,  555. 

Sinring  Assizes  Act 

Orders  in  Council  (29  Feb.  1908)  Presented, 
Mar.  16,  103,  158. 

Standing  Orders 

No.  XXXIX.,  Suspension  of 

Motion  (Marquess  of  Ripon),  Mar.  25, 
1351  ;    (Earl  of  Crewe),  1393. 

Resolutions  Reported  from  Select  Com- 
mittee, Mar.  17,  391. 

Stanley,  Mr.  Albert  [Staffordshire,  N.W.] 
Brereton   Colliery   Disaster — Measures  for 
Recovery   of   Bodies,    Mar.    18,   570, 
571. 

Stanley,  Mr.  A.  L.  [Cheshire,  Eddisbury] 
Army  Officers — Estimate  for  making  good 
deficiency.  Mar.  23,  1068. 


Staveley-Hill,  Mr.  H.  [Staffordshire,  Kings- 
winford] 

Africa,  East — Native  Labour  R3cruitment 
Regulations,  Mar.  24,  1206,  1207. 

Motor  Legislation,  Proposals  for.  Mar.  23, 
1085. 

Naval  Dockyards — Xumbars  of  Men  em- 
ployed. Mar.  16,  160. 

Temperance  Drinks — Proof  Spirits  found 

on  Analysis,  Mar.  17,  395,  412. 
Transvaal 

Chinese  Labour,  Retention  of,  pro- 
posed. Mar.  25,  1405. 

Mine  Labour — Medical  Inspector,  Ap- 
pointment of.  Mar.  25,  1405. 

Mining  Industry  Commission  Report, 
Tabling  of.  Mar.  24,  1206. 

Stirling 

Small  Holdings  on  Crown  Lands,  Decision 
as  to. 
Q.     Mr.  Morton;    A.     Mr.  Sinclair, 

Mar.  18,  bll. 
Qa.     Mr.    Smeaton,    Mr.    Younger ; 
A  a.     Mr.   Rune i man.   Mar.  23, 
1098. 
Q.     Mr.  Morton ;     A .     Mr.  Runci- 
man.  Mar.  24,  1218. 

Stockport  Corporation  Bill 

c.     Con.*  Mar.  20,  917. 
3  B.*  Mar.   4,  1184. 
/.     iB.*  ^Ifar.  25,  1350. 

Straehey*  Sir  E.— Treasurer  of  the  House' 
hold  [Somersetiihire,  S] 
Fodder  and  Litter 

Import  Restrictions,  Scope  of.  Mar,  16, 

169. 
Piat-Moss    Importation,    Rsstriction 

on,  Mar.  26,  1552. 

Ordnance  Survey 

Adoption  of  Bi-lingual  System  for^Maps 
proposed.  Mar.  16,  168. 

Labourers,  Pay  of.  Mar.  16,  169. 

Pay  of  Larkin  and  Stewart,  Mar,  23, 
1056; 

Swine  Fever  Outbreaks,  eto.   (1890-1907). 
Mar.  27,  1706. 

Stradbroke,  Earl  of 

Small  Holdings — Rent  to  be  fixed  to  recoup 
Purchase  Money,  Mar.  26,  1533. 

Stratford-upon-Avon,  Towcester  and  Mid- 
land Junction  Railway,  etc.,  Bill 

/.     2b.*  Mar.  18,  493. 

Straus,   Mr.  B.   S.    [Tower    Hamlets,  Mile 
End]  ^ 

London  Small  Arms  Company,  Wages  paid 
by.  Mar.  25,  1401. 


Stanley  of  Alderley,  Lord 

Sunday  Closing  (Shops)  Bill.  Com..  Mar.  26,  I  Street  Traffic 

1531.  I  Motors,  see  that  title, 
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Stnbber  Estate 

Sale  of 
Q.     Mr.  Delany ;    A, 
23,  1063. 


Mr.  Birrell,  Mar. 


Sugar 

Duty,  Representations  as  to 

Q.     Mr.  Byles  ;  ^.   Mr.  Asquith,  Mar.  24 
1230. 

Snmmerbell,  Mr.  T.  [Sunderland] 

Associated  Portland  Cement  Manufacturer, 

Wages  paid  by,  Mar.  24,  1197. 
Jamaica 

Excise  Duties  on  Soap  and  Matches, 
Mar.  18,  568. 

Property  Tax  Payable,  Mar.  18,   568. 

Kew  Gardens — Pay  of  Gardeners,  Mar.  16^ 
251,  252. 

Soldiers,  Tuberculous — Discharges  in  1907, 
Mar.  18,  556. 

Sunday  Closing  (Shops)  Bill 

/.  2r.  Mar.  17,  326. 
Com.  Mar.  26,  1523. 

Superannuation 

Retiring  Allowances  Granted,  Mar.  16, 104, 
159. 

Supply 

{See  also  titles  Army  Estimates,  Civil 
Service  Estimates,  Navy  Estimates] 

Grants  from   Consolidated  Fund   towards 
making  good.  Com.'*  Mar.  77,  419. 
-Rep.*  Mar.  18,  732. 

Swansea 

Education  Dispute 

Os.    Bishop   of    St.     David's,   Mar.  23, 

1016-1022;     Earl    Cawdor,    1025- 

1028  ;    Earl  of  Crewe,  1036-1042. 
Q.    Lord   R.    Cecil;    A.   Mr.   McKenna, 

Mar.  16,  200. 
Qs.  Mr.  Carlile  ;  As.  Mr.  McKenna,  Mar. 

23,  1091. 

Kings  Dock — Accident  to  P.  Long. 

Qs.  Mr.  J.  Ward  ;    A  s.  Mi'.  Gladstone, 
Mar.  23.  1080. 

Swaythling,  Lord 

Sunday  Closing  (Shops)  Bill,  2r.,  Mar.  17, 
329-332,  339;  Com.,  Mar.  26,  1527, 
1530,  1532. 

HSwine  Fever 

Departmental  Committee  of  Inquiry,  Ap- 
pointment of,  proposed. 
Os.   Mr.   Courthope,   Mar.   16,   227, 
228  ;  Mr.  J.  A.  Pease,  235,  236  ; 
Sir  W.  Collins,  254. 

Outbreaks,  etc.  (1890-1907). 
#  Q.  Sir  \V.  J.  Collins  ;  .4.  Sir  E.  Strachey, 

Mar.  27,  1706. 

Statistics  as  to. 
Os.  Mr.  J.  A.  Pease,  Mar.  16,  235,  236 ; 
Mr.  C.  Warner,  238  ;    Mr.  Everett, 
244  ;   Mr.  J.  F.  Mason,  246. 
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Swinton  and  Mexborough  Oas  Bill 

c.  Rep.*  Mar.  13,  100. 

Taff  Vale  fiailway  Bill 

/.  Report  from  Select  Committee,  Mar.  25, 
1349. 

Talbot,  Lord  E.  [Sussex,  Chichester] 

Children  Bill,  Clause  22,  Interpretation  of, 
Mar.  16,  192. 

Elementary    Education    (England    and 
Wales)  Bill — Computation  of  Attend- 
ance, Mar.  16,  200. 

Taxation 

Irish  Contribution — Overtaxation,  etc. 
Os.  Mr.  Kettle,  Mar.  26,  1625-1638; 
Mr.  Flynn,  1649-1654 ;  Mr.  T.  W. 
Russell,  1662;  Mr.  J.  F.  Mason, 
1662-1664;  Sir  F.  Banbury,  1693, 
1694. 

Revenue  (Collection  of  Taxes)  see  under 
Revenue  and  Expenditure. 

Suggestions  for  Imposing  of  Taxes. 

Q.   Mr.    Bottomley ;    A.    Mr.     Asquith, 
ifar.  19,  794. 

Surveyors*  Clerks,  static,  et?.,  of. 

Q.  Mr.  Power;  A.  Mr.  Asquith,  Mar.  16, 
209. 

Telegraph  Service 

[See  also  Names  of  Places.l 

Cable  Staff,  Allowance  to. 

Q.  Mr.  Wiles ;  ^.  Mr.  Buxton,  Mar.  24, 
1214. 

Overseers,  Circular  as  to. 
Q.  Mr.  Sloan ;  A.  Mr.  Buxton,  Mar.  26, 
1542. 

Supplementary  Estimate. 

Os.  Sir  F.  Banbury,  Mar.  18,  709 ;  Mr. 
Buxton,  712. 

Technical  IncrementyTelegraphists  Earning. 
Q.  Mr.  Seavems ;   A.  Mr.  Buxton,  Jfflf. 
16,  173. 

Telephone  Service 

Extension  of  Time  for  Speaking,  Charge  for. 
Q.  Mr.  Bright ;  A.  Mr.  Buxton,  Mar.  23, 
1057. 
Male  Clerical  Staff,  Decision  as  to. 

Q.  Lord  R.  Cecil ;  A.  Mr.  Buxton,  Mar. 
27,  1704. 

Temperance  Drinks 

Proof  Spirits  found  on  Anal3rsis. 
Qs.  Mr.  Staveley-Hill ;  As.  Mr.  Asquitb, 
Mar.  17,  396,  412. 

Tennant,  Mr.  H.  J.  [Berwickshire] 

Children  Bill,  2b.  Mar.  24,  1286-1289. 
Clyde  Fisheries — Use  of  Seine  net.  Mar.  20, 

1583. 
Laundries*  Hours  of  Labour — ^AmrahDeni 
of  Special  Order  of,  Dte.  1907,  pro- 
posed. Mar.  24,  1344-1346 
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Territorial  Foree 

8te  under  Army. 

Thamei 

Deep  Water  Docks  near  London,  Provision 
of,  proposed. 

Oa,  Mr.  W.  Pearce,  Mar,  19, 
809,  811,  816;  Mr.  Lambert, 
816,  817,  827;  Mr.  Lupton, 
818  ;  Sir  F.  Banbury,  826. 

Thomas,  Mr.  D.  A.  [Merthyr  Tydnl] 

Aberdare  Education  Authority — Power  to 
dismiss  Female  Married  Teachers, 
Mar.  20,  921. 

Coal  liines  (Eight  Hours)  Bill,  Amendment 
considered  necessary  for,  Mar.  19,  763. 

Thornton,  Mr.  P.  M.  [Clapham] 

Navy 

German  Shipbuilding  Statistics,  Mar. 
23,     1053. 

"  Invincible "     Class,     Contract     for 
Building,  Mar.  23,  1062. 

Thrift  and  Credit  Banks  Bill 

c.  iR.*  Mar.  18,^94. 

Tillott,  Mr.  L.  J.  [Norwich] 

Territorial  Force  County  Association — 
Franking  of  Letters  to  and  from 
Secretaries,  proposed,  Mar.  19,  767. 

Tobaeoo 

Duty,  Representations  as  to  Reduction  of. 
Q.     Sir  T.  Esmonde ;   A.     Mr.  Asquith, 
Mar.  16,  173. 

iScottish  Cultivation 

Act  prohibiting. 
Q.     Mr.    J.    D.    White;     A.     Mr. 
Asquith,  Mar.  13,  8. 

Proposals  for. 

Qs.  Mr.  Cochrane ;  As.  Mr. 
Runciman,  Mar.  26,  1574. 

TobaoBoChrowing  (Scotland)  Bill 

Provisions  of. 

Qa.     Mr.  Cochrane ;      As.     Mr.  Runci- 
man, Mar.  23,  1096.  j 

I 

Tmakinson,  Mr.  J.  [Cheshire  Crewe]  i 

Cattle-driving  in  Ireland,  Mar.  17,  464,  i 
465,  475. 

Ecclesiastical      Commissioners,      Licensed 
Premises    on    Property    of.  Mar.    18,  \ 
575.  I 

Law  and  Justice  in  Ireland,  Administration 
of.  Mar.  17,  464-466. 

Traction  Engines 

Bc^zolation  of  Traffic  on  Roads. 

Q.    Mr.    Lyell;    A.     Mr.    Bums,   Mar. 
19,  778. 

«9 
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i  Trade»  Board  of 

I  President — Rt  Hon.  D.  Lloyd-George. 

Parliamentary    Secretary — Mr.     H.     E. 
!  Kearley. 

I 

I  Trade  Beports 

I  Annual  Series   Presented,   Mar.   18,  494, 

I  646  ;  Mar.  23,  993,  1048. 

I  Trade  and  Commerce 

Accounts     (Great     Britain     and     certain 
i  Foreign  Countries),   Return  Ordered, 

I  Mar.  19,  762;    Presented,  Mar.  23, 

I  1047. 

;  Tramways  Order  Confirmation  (No.  1) 
,  Bill 

/.  2b.*  Mar.  25,  1360. 

Transfer  of  Training  Colleges  (Scotland) 
Order  Confirmation  Bill 

I.  Royal  Assent,  Mar.  27,  1701. 

Transvaal 

British  Indians,  see  that  title. 

Chinese  Labour. 

Blue-books,  Lack  of  Information  in. 
Os.     Mr.  Lyttelton,  Mar.  23,  1114, 
1116. 

Mortality,     Decrease     in. 
Os.    Mr.  Churchill.  Mar.  23,  1125, 
1126,  1166;   Mr.  Feld,  1166. 

Policy  of  His  Majesty's  Government. 
Os.  Mr.  Lyttelton,  Mar.  23,  1106- 
1116;  Mr.  Churchill,  1117- 
1126;  Mr.  B.  Law,  1128-1133, 
1136,  1148,  1149;  Mr.  Asquith, 
1134-1137;  Mr.  Dillon,  1140, 
1141  ;  Dr.  Macnamara,  1148- 
1150;  Mr.  Fell,  1163;  Mr. 
Mond,  1157,  1158;  Mr.  Hunt, 
1159;  Mr.  A.  Dewar.  1160- 
1163;  Sir  F.  Banbury,  1163- 
1166;  SirH.Craik.  1171-1173; 
Mr.  Carlile,  1174-1176. 

Re-enactment  of  Ordinance  of  1904-6 
— Charges  against  the  Govern- 
ment. 
Os.  Mr.  Lyttelton,  Mar.  23, 
1105,  1109-1116,  1147; 
Mr.  Asquith,  1113,  1133- 
1137;  Mr.  Churchill,  1114, 
1120,  1124,  1138.  1141, 
1170 ;  Mr.  Mackamess, 
1116,  1116,  1142,  1152; 
Mr.  B.  Law,  1127;  Mr. 
A.  J.  Balfour,  1138-1144; 
Col.  Seely,  1144-1148  ;  Mr. 
J.  Ward,  1150-1152;  Mr. 
Fell,  1155:  Mr.  T.  L. 
Corbett,  1167;  Mr.  Har- 
wood,    1169-1 17 L 

Repatriations  in  February. 

Q.     Mr.       Mackamess ;        A .     Mr. 
Churchill,  Mar.  26,  1565. 

\conU 
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Transvaal— con^ 

Chinese  Labour — cont. 

Retention  of,  proposed. 

Q,     Mr.     Staveley-Hill ;      A,     Mr. 
Churchill,  Mar.  25,  1405. 

Sick  Men  Repatriated. 

Q.     Mr.      Mackamess ;       As.     Mr. 
Churchill,  Mar.  26, 1564. 
Substitution  Proposals. 
Q.     Mr.    Fell;    A.     Mr.    Churchill, 
Mar.  16,  189. 
Committee    on    Unemployment,   Tabling 
Report  of,  proposed. 

Q.     Mr.  Wedgwood  ;  A.     Mr.  J.  A. 
Pease,  Mar.  17,  411. 

Loan  Guarantee  Act — Minute  Presented, 
Mar.  18,  494,  545. 

Middleburg  Barracks,  Disposal  of. 

Q.  Sir  J.  Dickson- Pojnider,  Mr.  J. 
Ward  ;  As.  Mr.  Haldane,  Mar. 
18,  560. 

Mines 

Abandoned  Claims  in  1906,  and  1907. 
Q.    Sir      G.      Parker;        A.     Mr. 
Churchill,  Mar.  23,  1077. 

Stores  Imports  (1905  and  1907). 
Q.     Sir      G.      Parker;        A.     Mr. 
Churchill,  Mar.  23,  1077. 

Wages  of  Labourers  (1906-7). 
Q.     Sir     G.     Parker;       A.     Mr. 
Churchill,  Mar.  23,  1077. 


Commission 


Report, 
Mr. 


Mining     Industry 
Tabling  of. 

Q.     Mr.   Staveley-Hill;        A. 
Churchill,  Mar.  24,  1206. 

Native  Labour  in  Mines. 

Discharged  Diamond  Mine  Labourers 
employed. 

Qs.  Sir  G.  Parker;  As.  Mr. 
Churchill,  Mar.  18,  569. 

Medical    Inspector,    Appointment   of, 
on  Retrenchment  of  Dr.  Sanson. 
Qs.     Mr.  Fell,  Sir  G.  Parker; 
As.     Mr.    Churchill,    Mar. 
16,  187. 
Qs.     Mr.    Staveley-Hill,      Earl 
Winterton ;        As.     Mr. 
Churchill,  Mar.  25,  1405. 

Mortality,  Rate  of. 
Os.     Mr.  Fell,  Mar.  23,  1156. 

Recruits    from    Elsewhere,  Right    of 
Acquisition  of  Land  by. 

Q.  Mr.  Mitchell  -  Thomson; 
A.  Mr.  Churchill,  Mar. 
16,  187. 

Railway   Revenue   (1904-7). 

Q.     Sir  G.   Parker ;    A.     Mr.  Churchill, 
Mar.  23,  1077. 

Revenue  (1904-7). 
Q.     Sir  G.  Parker;    A.     Mr.  Churchill, 
Mar.  23,  1078. 

White  labour  in  Mines,  Statistics  as  to. 
Q.     Mr.   E.  Cecil;     A.    Mr.  Churchill 
Mar.  16.  187. 


DO 


Trawlers'  Certificates  Suspension  Bill 

Proposals  as  to. 

Qs.     Mr.     Weir;        As.     Mr.     Sinclair, 
Mar.  16,  206 ;    Mar.  17,  397. 

Trawling 

See  under  Fsheries. 

Treasury 

First  Xorti— Rt.  Hon.  Sir  H.  Campbell- 

Bannerman. 
Financial  Secretary — Mr.  W.  Runciman. 

Treasury  Chest  Bond 

Vote  for.  Decrease  in. 
Os.     Sir   F.    Banbury,    Mar.    17,   456; 
Mr.  Runciman,  457. 

Trevelyan,  Mr.  C.  P.  [Yorkshire,  W.R., 

Elland] 
Weir    Charity — Payment    to    Bolingbroke 
Hospital,  Mar.  23,  1056. 

Tropical  Diseases  Besearoh  Fund 

Report  (1907),  Presented,  Mar.  23,  993; 
Mar.  24,  1187. 

Trust  Investment  Bill 

c.  iB.*  Mar.  18,  593. 

Tuke,  Sir  J.  B.  [Edinburgh  and  St.  Andrews'* 

Uniyersities] 

Limner  and  Historiographer,  Appointment 
of.  Mar.  19,  761. 

Tweedmouth,   Lord— -^tr^  Lord  of  the  Ad- 
mirdUy. 
Coastguard,  Policy  as  to.  Mar.  18^  497,  638. 
Estimates,  Reduction  in.  Mar.  18,  623. 
Guns,  Supply  and  Issue  of.  Mar  18,  625. 

Haulbowline     Dockyard,     ExtenBion     of, 
Mar.  18,  537. 

Home  Fleet 

Battleships  taking  part  in  Fleet 
Exercise  on  9th  Inst.,  Mar.  18,. 
531,  632. 

Ships  undergoing  Repair  Temporarily 
Attached  to,  Mar.  18,  533. 

Strength  of.  Mar.  18,  631,  632. 
Loch  Long  Torpedo  Range,  Establishment 

of.  Mar.  18,  636. 

Malta,  Fever,  Decrease  in.  Mar.  18,  626. 

Mana)uy.*es  of  Combined  Fleets,  Increasing 
time  for,propo8ed.  Mar.  18,  542. 

Officers,  Engineer,  Improvements  in  Fay 
and  Position  of.  Mar.  18,  639. 

Personnel,  Reduction  of.  Mar,  18,  637. 

Portsmouth    Dockyard    New    Lock,    Ex- 
penditure on.  Mar.  18,  634. 

Refrigerating    Maohineiy,    provision     of,. 
Mar.  18,  633,  634. 

Repairs,  Policy  as  to.  Mar,  I89  638. 

Rosyth,  Policy  as  to.  Mar.  18,  635,  636. 

[cofO; 


Mm.  1*.  gS9L  »k  1«^  lt»:   Mm.  n.  Wfi^ 


Torpeda  MmfKiMrr.   ReaL«^»t  of  fiwi:  ^i'""^*  *tJ  >   «  ^ .      v.. 

CoKLftsTSfCBaa  FoI^t.  Mmr.  i!<L  oSi^  ^^  *enfi««l.  Mm.  tS.  104^ 

Strvn^tk  caaifmnd  with  Gezmsair  uu!  '  Pte^*se  oL 

Fna^.  Mm,  li.  SSl  ^     Mr.     r     O  Domett.   Mr    IKIW; 

Xwo-Pover     StaadstL     MAms«a.An(Ltf     <rf.  Jjl     Mr.  Cbe^rr,  Jfiir^  f?Sw  13» 

Mm.  li.  524.  Saii^  o£.  Deiar  bl 

yofamteer»,  V»I»  »3<,  Mm.  IS.  53$.  "  C^     Mr.  t.   ODooneiL  Mm.   1*.  «il^ 

Woris^I^MQ    STOetr,    Abandoeim^it    of.  'CS;    Mr.  J.   R«d»Mid.  tWS:    Mr. 

Mm.  li.  5SL  Bim^lf,  6^4- 

iTi.«»nUw«wi  Voraey,  Mr.  F.  W.  [B«cl».  N\i 

unOAPiOjea  Edwmtion  PoiicT  in  Ix^lmnd.  Mm.  &k  \^X 

Estimate  for.  167(1 


Oc     Sir  F.  BttaboTT.  Jf«r.  f>$.  169& 


Enfield  Lock— Case  of  West,  Mm.  Itk  T«L 


^'!f ^'.f^^  ^-  .      ,,      «  I  Liqoor      Traffic-— Compeasation.       Fund* 

Q.     Mr.   a   P.  F«^ ;    J.     Mr.   Bums.  mraiUWe  lor.   Mm.  iS.   l4lHV 

Ptoks,  PkTment  for  Work  in.  '  ViTOUU  Mr.  K  [Birkenh«^I 

^.     Mr.  H.  P.  PHise  ;  J.     Mr.  HArroort.  Housing   Bill.   Proposals  ms  to.  Jftir.   :*J« 

Mm.  2Z.  H»&.  10*4. 

St^stics  Unemployed  Workmen  Bill,  2b.*  Mm.  IS. 

09.     3Ir.   Uojd-Oeorge.  Jlf«r.   34,  1333,  j  ^^^^• 

i»*  Vohmtecn 

Tariff  Reform  as  a  Remedj.  I  Lone  Serrice  Medal — Bestoving  on  Offie^er» 

Oc     Mr.  Gonkting.  Mm.  24.  132&-1331  ;  I  after  1st  Apnl.  1908. 

Mr.  Fletcl^r.  1331, 1332 ;  Mr.  Lloyd-  O*.     Earl  of    Albemarie*  Jf«r.   i^ 

743  ;   Earl  of  Portsmouth,  748. 
Q.     Mr.   Sears;    A.     Mr.   Haldane, 
Jfor.  1$,  562. 

__      -_  ^    ,^  Weeklv  Allowances,  Licrease  in.  proposed, 

c  2r.,  Mm.  13,  10.  q^^  '  j^i  ^f  Albermarle.  Jif«r.  19.  74t>. 


George,  13^ 

Vaeatployed  Workmeii  Bill 


Vntted  States 


742  ;   Ear!  of  Portsmouth,  747. 


i  Wakefield 

^"'"^Be^tSj^^^''^'^     Out-of-Work  j  ^^^^  ^^^  Alterations-Allocation  of  Con- 

Q.    Mr.  R.  Duncan ;  A.    ilr.  Lloyd-  !  *"^^  xr      w    t    w.i«««  .     J      Mr 

George,  Jf«r.  i«,  572.  ^      ^'^J^m^^^\i^ 

®  Harcourt,  Jior.  fdf,  1194. 

Yaoeination  .  Walker,  Colonel  W.  H.  [Lancashire,  \Mdnes] 

Scotland — Report     Presented,*    Jfor.     S7,  \  Glanders,  Measures  taken  to  Check,  Mar. 

•  1703.  16.  262,  263. 

1 

▼lenti.,  at  Hon.  Lord  [Oxiord]  ^'^:L!f^i?.  Soui.v. 

Consolidated   Fund  (Xo.  1)  Bill,  3r  ,  JIar.  Q,     Mr.  O'Shaughnessy  ;  A.   Mr.  Birrell, 

25,     I486.  !  Mar.  26.  1540. 

Territorial      Force — County      Association  j  Wor  OfKce 

Secretaries.  j  Secretary    of    Staie—Ilt,     Hon.     R.     B. 

Pay  of.  Mar.  23,  1072,  1073.  ]  Haldane. 


Position  of  Army  Officers  Accepting 
Secretaryships,  Mar.  fj,  1486- 
1488,  1490. 


Parliamentary   Under-Secretary — Elarl  of 

Portsmouth. 
Financial  Secretary— Mr.T.  R.  Buchanan. 
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of,  Mtr  uiiilff  HllHi'a. 


OM     hulllllllK.     DJHtNIHIil    of. 

Nil-    H.    Htii*Aiii|il{      J. 


V 


Mr.    Kun(!i- 


tiMiti.  Mnr.  ;'.'f.  10(»4. 


Wurd.  Mr.  J.  |Hi...Uh  on  Tr«iii.i 

I'oiil  Mliioa  (KikIiI   IImiii'h)  liill     lit'prt^Hon- 
liillMiiM  i'imihivimI,  Mur.  'J-t»   1212. 

r.iiimilhlithMt  ICiiiiil  (Nil.  1)  Hill.  2u..  Alttr 

J^.V,  llho  Iln2. 
HtlniMi     "I'oiioh    i4tul     lloi'HOH."    Salo    of,! 

W.H.  'J.i  lU7ft. 
I«i«|uui'      'iVnlUo     l"om|H»nMnlum    -AwanU 

Nuns     UiiavtU  Wuil^  routrnot,  Infornm- 

\^^^\\  UH  lo.    WiM.  v*.i.   hHUV 
N*»\\   Holmxioh  N«»li\«*  U»K»»r  ronvoution. 

l*viv<,    W.I'    I'jf,  UV>50. 


W^iivA^M  IteAl^ 


l*v 


i  .* 


Waihington  Glebe  Colliery 

Inqueflt — Representation  of   '  ome  Office 
Q,     Mr.  J.  Wilson  ;  A.     ^ir.  H.  Samuel- 
Mar.  17,  415. 

•  Wason,  Mr.  J.  C.  [Orkney  and  Shetland] 
■  Congested  Districts  Board— Conditions  of 

supplying  Seed  Ck)m,  Mar.  17,  394. 

Egba  Ck)iintry,  Reoognition  of  Independ- 
ence of,  Mar.  16,  184,  185. 

Fishery  Grounds,  Protection  of.  Mar.  26. 
1580. 

Foot  and  Mouth  Disease — Prohibitory 
Orders  in  Cumberlfiu:id  against  Scottidi 
C^attle,  Mar.  23,  1092. 

(l^lasgow 

Butcher    fined   for    Sale    of   Tuber- 

oulous  Meat,  Mar.  16,  206,  207. 

Cattle   Inspection   Regulations  Mar. 

19.  788. 

Markets    in    Rural    Districts.    Control  of 

L^slative  Proposals,   Mar.  16.  197 

19*!^, 

Xitferia— Sites  for  Dwellincs  of  European 

V>dkial».  Mm^,  i«.  1847 
Orkn«>v  and  Slkeelud  Waicr  Stpply,  Mar. 

Whalirii  l=idT*5rr — Dikskc^  » lo  Danepl 

S:A::ca*.  Mmr.  iS.  IttL 
ZooLvvvj^:  iUniim*  Eis««6.-it— T«m»  of 

▼aUKlbrA 

;^\     r.ft?iaaL  <Jtaif  I      ^-     lb    'Jfaer- 
JK^  :iL  JIM. 
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rati,  Mr.  H.  hu-^ont, 

BegiBtimtioii  of  Clubs  (Iieland)  Kll,  2b., 

Mmr.  27.  1729. 
Solidton — ^Annual     Fee     Payable,     Mar, 

26.  1593. 

Wedgwood,   Mr.  J.    C.    [Newcastle- under- 
jLyme] 

fitaaclies  of  Bye-laws  Bill,  2b.,  Mar.  SO, 
989.  j 

British  Columbia — ^Indians  prohibited  from  < 
T  landing    at    Vancouver,     Mar,     23, 
1050  ;    Mar,  25,  1404.  j 

Colonial  Taxation  Systems,  Inquiry  into, ' 
proposed,  Mttr,  17,  411. 

Congested  Districts  Board,  Disbursements 
for  Unemployment  Relief,  Mar.  25, 
1427. 

JuTenile  Offenders — ^Imprisonment  in  De- 
fault of  Fme  in  1906,  Mar.  16,  167. 

NsTal  Ikigine-room  Department,  Strength ' 
and  Maius  of.  Mar.  26,  1549,  1550. 

Tenitorial  Force  Artillery — Value  in  Time 
of  War,  Mar.  19,  864-«67. 

Transvaal  Committee  on  Unemployment,  < 
Tabling    Report   of,    proposed.    Mar. 
17,  411. 

Worlpnen's  Compensation  Act  Medical 
Referees,  Cases  considered  by.  Mar. 
19,  776. 


Weir,  Mr.  J.  O-cont. 

Lewis,  Island  of— row/.  ^ 

Shader   Tending  Place   Works, 
of  commencing,  Mar.^16,  204. 

Skigersta   Sea    Wall,    Mar.    19,    788, 
789. 

Tolsta  and  Ness  Road,  Resolution  as 
to.  Mar.  24,  1218. 

Water    Supply 

Proposals    for    Improvement    of. 
Mar.  16,  205. 

New  Wells  sunk  since  1905,  Mar. 
25,  1399. 

Limner  and  Historiographer,  Appoint- 
ment of.  Mew.  16,  207. 

Moray  Firth  —  Prosecution  fof  Foreign 
Trawlers.  Mar.  26, 1576. 1577. 

Ross-shire  Dog- Poisoning  Cases — Police 
Efforts  to  trace  Poisoners,  Mar.  24. 
1219. 

Sea  Fisheries  Regulation  (Scotland)  Bill 
— Government  Attitude,  ifor.  19, 
790. 

Small  Landholders  (Scotland)  Bill,  Re. 
jection  of — Attitude  of  the  GJovem- 
ment.  Mar.  26,  1578,  1579. 

Trawlers  Certificates  Suspension  Bill,  Pro- 
posals as  to.  Mar.  16,  206 ;  Mar.  17, 
397. 


IToekly  Rest-Bay  BiU 

e.  IB.*,  Mar.  23,  1104. 

WeiTf  Mr.  J.  0.  [Boas  and  Crom&rty] 

Orofters  Acts  Amendment  Proposals,  Mar. 
18,  576. 

fisheries 

Scottish  Legislative  Measures,  Gov- 
ernment Attitude  towards.  Mar. 
24,  1222. 

Trawling. 

British  Vessels  registered  in 
Norway,  Proposals  for  deal- 
ing with.  Mar.  24,  1221 
1222. 

Prosecutions  in  1907,  Mar.  20, 
919. 

India 

Assam  and  Eastern  Bengal  Estate 
Schools,  Tabling  Report  on.  Mar 
19,  759. 

Bengal  Chowkidari  Tax,  ProiKjsals  as 
to.  Mar.  19,  7.>8. 
Landless    Cottars,    Propo-iis    for    dealinif 

with  Grievance:*  of,  Mar.  J 4.  1221. 

Lewis,  Island  of 

Carloway — Stom;i'.v.iv  Ko.id,  T'orii- 
pletion  of.  Mar.' 24,  1219. 

Emigration  to  >r;iini'inri,  S'li»;rii»- 
for,  Mar.  20.  l.','if. 
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Weir  Charity 

See  under  Charities. 

Wemyis,  Earl  of 

Land  Values  (Scothmd)  Bill,  2b.,  Mar.  26, 
1521. 

Wenlock,  Lord 

Army 

Territorial  Force 

Range  -  finders  and  [SignaUing 
Apparatus,  etc..  Provision 
of.  Mar.  19,  750. 

Separation  Allowances  —  Ex- 
tension  to  Privates,  proposed. 
Mar.  19,  744. 

Indian  Governors,  Leave  of  Absence  of 
— Amendment  of  Statute,  proposed. 
Mar.  17,  382. 

West  Ham 

Workhouse  OfficiaJH,  Medical  Attendance 
for. 

Q.     .Mr.    rr)oper:      A.     Mr.    Bum.s 
Mar.  20,  024. 

West  Indies 

AKri'iiltunl     fJ'-pjirt.ment,     Kedufti'in     of 

inTurxX    to. 

0>.     Mr.     Mitrh#.ll.Tl,omson.     Mar. 
2'i,  \iHU. 


Ten— TraJ 


y 


INDEX. 
Mar.  13— ifar.  27. 


[Vol.  186. 


Wha— w;  . . 

J;T)ecision  as  to. 
>iorton,    Mr.    J.    C.    Wason ; 
Mr.     T.     W.     Russell,     Mar. 
Yr\^,  1430. 

Improvement    of    British-Grown    Wheat 
Grant  for  Purposes  of,  proposed. 
Os.     Mr.  J.  F.  Mason,  Mar.  16,  247  ; 
Mr.  J.  A. -Pease,  257. 

White,  Mr.  J.  D.  [Dumbartonshire] 

Cloch  Point — Price  of  War  Office  Land 
on  Re-Salo,  Mar.  17,  402. 

Emigration — Scottish   Statistics   for   1907, 

Mar.  16,  102. 
Export  and  Import  Statistics 

British  and  Foreign  (1907),  Mar.  19, 
759. 

Trade  with  Germany,  (1898-1907), 
Mar.  16,  170. 

Herring  Fishing  (Scotland)  Act,  1889, 
Section  8,  Extending  Operation  of, 
proposed.  Mar.  18,  549. 

India 

Army  Churches,  Use  of,  by  Presby- 
terians, etc..  Mar.  18,  564 ;  Mar. 
24,  1201,  1202. 

Railways — Length  of  Chaman-Kuskh 
Route,  Mar.  17,  395. 

Liquor  Traffic  Compensation 

Awards  under  Act  of  1904,  Mar.  24, 
1210. 

Non-Renewal  of  Licences  in  London, 
Mar.  16,  192. 

London  Paving  Expenses  Bill,  Object 
of.  Mar.  13,  5. 

Tobacco  Cultivation  in  Scotland,  A?t 
prohibiting.  Mar.  13,  8. 

White,  Mr.  P.  [Meath,  N.] 

Registration  of  Clubs  (Ireland)  Bill,  2b 
Mar.  27,  1714,  1724. 

Whitehead,  Mr.  R.  [Essex,  S.E.] 

Army  Territorial  Force,  Uniform,  Expense 
Incmred  by,  Mar.  23,  1070. 

Fodder  and  Litter — Importation  Restric- 
tions, Mar.  26,  1574. 

Income- Tax — Claims  for  Relief,  Mar.  19, 
793. 

Zoological  Gardens  Extension — Terms  of 
Granting  Land,  Mar.  19,  784. 

Whiteley,  Rt.  Hon.  Qt.— Parliamentary 
Secretarv  of  the  Treasury  [Yorkshire, 
E.K.,Pudsey] 

Business  of  the  House — Placing  Programme 
in  Conspicuous  Place,  proposed.  Mar. 
16,  203. 
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Whiteley,  Et.  Hon.  Gt.--coni, 

Parliamentary  Procedure 

Government  Orders,  Occasion  for 
Daily  Printing  of.  Mar.  16,  \%, 
203. 

Private  Members*  Rights,  Infringe- 
ment of.  Mar.  25,  1490 ;  Mar.  26, 
1594,  1595. 

Prosecution  of  Offences  (Amendment)  Bill 
— Expenses  Resolution,  Mar.  24, 1348. 

Wiles,  Mr.  T.  [Islington,  S.] 

Telegraph  Service  Cable  Staff,  Allowance 
to,  Mar.  24,  1214. 

WHliams,    Mr.    W.    L.    [Carmarthen    Dis- 
trict] 

Parks  and   Gardens,   Sunday  Labour  in. 
Mar.  .16,  262. 

Williamson,  Mr.  A.  [Elgin  and  Nairn] 

Dallas  Postal  Facilities,  Mar,  24, 1215. 

Moray  Firth — British  Trawlers  registered 
in  Norway,  Mar.  26,  1581,  1582. 

Trawling 

British  Vessels  registered  in  Ncmrav. 
Proposals  for  dealing  with,  Jiar. 
24,12SSL 

Foreign  Ports,  Vessels  registered  in, 
Mar.  24,  1209. 

WQson,    Mr.     A.     S.    [Yorkshire,    ER., 
Holderness] 

Coal  Mines  (Eight  Hours)  Bill,  Ph>po6al2 
as  to.  Mar.  19,  777. 

Criminal  Prosecutions  in  Ireland,  Sopple- 
mentaiy  Vote  for.  Mar.  17,  477. 

Hilsea—"  Coach    and    Horses,**    Sale  d. 

Mar.  23,  1076. 
Moray  Firth — Foreign  Trawlers,  Broeeco* 

tion  of.  Mar.  26,  1577,  1578. 
Post    Office   Regulations   as   to  Folitictl 

Organisations,    Mar.    16,    20$,   3C4, 

319 ;    Mar.  23,  1086. 

Small  Holdings  Act,  Working  of— Finincitl 
Position  of  County  Councils,  etc. 
Mar.  17,  439. 

Wilson,    Mr.    H.    J.     [Yorkshire,    W.B.. 

Holmfirth] 

^    Eight-Hours    Day — ^LimitatioQ   by  Liv, 
proposed,  ifor.  18,  093. 
Kirkburton  Schools,  Grant  for,  etc,  Mv 
19,  78L 

WUson,  Mr.  J.  [Durham,  Mid.] 

Washington  Glebe  Colliery  Inquest— Reprf- 
sentation  of  Home  Office,  Jfor.  i^ 
415. 

Wilson,  Mr.  J.  H-  [Middlesbroo^] 

"  Egyptian ''—Complaint  1^  Cam,  Mv. 
19,  758. 


VoL  lae.] 


SESSION  1908. 
Mar.  U—Mar,  27. 


WiliCm,  Mr.  J.  W.  [Worcej»te»hire,  N.] 
Criminal    Appeal    Act,    1907— Shorthand 
Writers,   Appointment   of.    Mar.   23, 
1063,  1054,  1092,  1093. 

WfliOn,  Mr.  P.  W.  [St.  Pancras,  S.] 

Unemployed  Workmen  Bill,  2r.,  Mar.  13, 
10-19. 

WilMm,    Mr.    W.    T.    [Lancashire,    S  E., 
Ueethoughton] 

Education  (Provision  of  Meals)  Act,  Local 
Authorities  Adopting,  Mar   25,  1399. 

Inoome-Tax  Bonus,  Assessment  of,  Mar.  26, 
1564. 

Naval  Dockyards — Transfer  of  Workmen  { 
to  meet  Fluctuations  of  Work,  Mar. 
23,  1060.  ' 

Post  Office  Sorting  Staff  in  London,  Forms 
Supplied  to.  Mar.  26,  1550.  ; 

Wakefield  Post  Office  Alterations— Alloca-  | 
tion  of  Contract,  Mar.  24,  1 194. 


Workmen's  Clnbs 

Registration  of. 

Q.     Mr.   Crooks;      A. 
Mar.  18,  648. 


[WU— Yor 


Mr.   Runciman, 


Wines 

Imports  in  1907 — Return  Presented,  Mar. 
20,  919. 

Winfrey,  Mr.  E.  [Norfolk,  s. w.] 

Small  Holdings,  Land  offered  to  County 
Councils — Lindsey  Case,  Mar.  16,  285. 

Winterton,  Earl  [Sussex,  Horsham] 

Army  Officers — Compubory  Transfer  from 
Reduced  Regiments,  Mar.  23,  1069. 

Army  (Annual)  Bill,  Com.,  Mar.  25,  1465, 
1471. 

Australian  Naval  Contribution,  Corres- 
pondence as  to,  Mar.  23,  1064. 

Cadet  Corps  Officers — Eligibility  for  Com- 
missions in  Territorial  Force,  Mar.  23, 
1068. 

Licensing  Bill 

Clubs,  Provisions  as  to.  Mar.  25,  1407. 

Second  Retuiing,   Date  of.  Mar.   26, 
1700. 

Natal — Speech  of  Mr.  Moore,  Mar.  24, 
1209. 

Post  Office^Regulations  as  to  Political 
Organisations,  Mar.  16,  314. 

Prosecution  of  Offences  (Amendment)  Bill, 
2b.,  Mar.  24,  1251. 

Transvaal  Mine  Labour  Medical  Inspector, 
Appointment  of,  Mar.  25,  1405. 

Wishaw  Bnrgh  Electricity,  etc.,  Bill 

e.     Hep.*  Mar.  26,  1538. 

Wolverhampton  Corporation  Bill 

c.  Report  from  Police  and  Sanitary  Com- 
mittee, Mar.  24,  1184. 

Woolwieh 

Royal  Academy — Wages  of  Workmen. 
Q.     Mr.    Crooks;        A.     Mr.    Haldane, 
Mar.  25,  1403. 
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Workmen's  Compensation 

Medical  Referees,  Cases  considered  by. 
Qs.     Mr.  A.  Henderson,  Mr.  Wedgwood  ; 
As.     Mr.  Gladstone,  Mar.  19,  775. 

Rules    (1908)  —  Memorandum    Presented, 
Mar.  17,  325,  394. 

Wortley,  Et.    Hon.  C.  B.  S.  [Sheffield, 

Hallaml 

Cnmes  Act,  Re-Imposition   of,  proposed. 
Mar.  17,  481. 

Post    Office    Regulations    as    to    Political 
Organisation,  Mar.  16,  311-313. 

Prosecution  of  Offences  (Amendment)  Bill, 
2b.,  Mar.  24,  1250. 

Wyndham,  Rt.  Hon.  G.  [Dover] 

Administration  of  Ireland,  Cost  of,  etc.,  Jf  or. 
26, 1688-1693. 

Army 

Artillery  Reductions,  Objections  to. 
Mar.  19,  900-903. 

Strength  of,  Mar.  19,  894-898. 

Territorial  Force  Artillery.  Value  of, 
in  time  of  War,  Mar.  19,  899-903. 

Education  Policy,  Mar.  26,  1691,  1692. 

Indian  Army,  Reduction  in   Strength  of, 
proposed.  Mar.  19,  894. 

I  Wynford,  Lord 

Army 

Artillery — Reductions  effected.  Mar. 
16,  127,  129. 

Officers — Reduction  in  Number,  Pro- 
posals for.  Mar.  16,  129. 

Territorial  Force  Artillery,  Organisa- 
tion and  Training  of.  Mar.  16, 
128,  129. 

Yeomanry 

Officers — Facilities  for  attending  Cavalry 
Course. 

Q.     Mr.  Carlile ;    A.    Mr.  Haldane, 
Mar.  16,  180. 

Rifle^Date  of  issue. 

Q.     Mr.  Brodie  ;  A.     Mr.  Haldane,  Mar. 
18, 556. 

Yorkshire 

West  Riding — School  Places  sanctioned. 
Qs.     Mr.   Cailile,   Mr.   Lane-Fox ;      As. 

Mr.  McKenna,  Mar.  19,  781. 
Qs.     Mr.    Lane-Fox,    Mr.    Clough,    Mr. 

Bridgeman ;     As.     Mr.     McKenna, 

Mar.  25,  1408. 


You— Zoo] 


INDEX. 
Mar.  IS—Mar.  27. 
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Younger,  Mr.  G.  [Ayr  Burghs] 

Artillery,  Royal  Field — Commissions  offered 
for  Competition,  Mar,  19,  766. 

County  Court  Stationery  Allowance,  Mar. 
13,4, 

Education    Additional    Qrants,  Proposals 
for,  Mar,  20,  922. 

Fisheries — Illegal  Trawling   Penalties,  In- 
crease of,  proposed.  Mar,  24, 1223. 

Licensing  Bill — Statutory  Reduction  of  On- 
Licences,  Scale  of.  Mar.  16,  194,  195. 


Younger,  Mr.  Q.—eont. 

Stirlingshire  Small  Holdings — Application* 
for  Crown  Lands,  Mar.  23, 1099. 

YoxaU,  Mr.  J.  H.  [Nottingham,  W.] 

Grantham  School  Dispute,  Mar.  19,  7C3. 

Zoological  Gardens 

Extension — Terms  of  Granting  Land. 
Qs.     Mr.  Whitehead,  Mr.  J.  C.  Wason, 
Mr.  Byles  ;  As.     Mr.  Harcourt,  Mar. 
19,  784. 
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